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Rains cause no damage 
by Brooke I.athram 

THRESHER STAFF 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Hanszen College freshman Stephen Andrew dives for a frisbee while taking advantage of the high 
waters that accompanied Monday's severe storms. 

Faculty council votes to 
add class day in spring 

Monday's severe rainstorm flooded streets 
surrounding campus, leaving some students 
and employees unable to come and go. About 
5.39 inches of rain fell on the Rice campus 
Monday — more than the total rainfall for 
October—while 13 tornados touched down in 
the Houston area. 

No Rice buildings or property were dam-
aged in the storm, Assistant to the President 
Mark Scheid said. 

Fondren Library closed at 8 p.m. Monday 
because flooding on Rice and University Blvds. 
and throughout the Houston area prevented 
employees from reaching campus. Scheid, a 
member of the Crisis Management Team, 
said he approved the library's closure. Fondren 
reopened 7 a.m. Tuesday. 

i ne flood shut down sections of three ma-
jor Houston highways. On campus, Rice Uni-
versity Police officers blocked off the Inner 
Ix>op for a two-hour period beginning around 
3 p.m. due to unsafe water levels, RUPD Chief 
Bill Taylor said. One car stalled on Alumni 
Drive and was towed out of the way, and a few 
cars parked in lots may have been damaged by 
floodwaters, he said. 

Classes were held as usual Monday after-
noon in part because President Malcolm Gillis, 
the only person with the authority to shut 
down the university, was on a flight to Wash-
ington, D.C., at the time of peak flooding, 
Scheid said. Gillis was traveling to D.C. with 
the 2003 NCAA championship baseball team 
to be honored at the White House. 

Hanszen College senior Tim Huegerich 
said his car was parked on the Inner Loop 
during the heavy rainfall. After waiting for the 
water to drain, he drove home and returned to 
campus on his bicycle. 

"Bikes were the best way to get around," 
Huegerich said. "I was relieved to be on my 
bike later. I just put flip-flops on." 

Water flowed away from the center of cam-
pus via the recently constructed extension to 
Alumni Drive, an overland flow channel de-
signed to direct water to a retaining pond that 
drains water to Brays Bayou, Associate Vice 
President for Finance and Administration Neill 
Binford said. 

"[Alumni Drive] is the Venice of Rice," 
Binford said. 

Monday was the first time large quantities 
of water passed through the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency-funded flow chan-

See FLOOD, Page 7 

by Risa Gordon 
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In a special meeting Wednesday, 
Faculty Council voted unanimously 
to recommend a 2004-'05 academic 
• lendar in which one day of classes 
would be added to the spring semes-
ter. Under the proposed calendar, 
spring semester classes would be-
gin on a Wednesday. 

University Council will meet 
Dec. 2 to consider the recommenda-
tion, and President Malcolm Gillis 
will make a final decision soon after, 
Assistant to the President Mark 
Scheid said. 

The faculty voted last Tuesday to 
reinstate a two-day spring recess in 
the 2004-'05 calendar after students 
expressed concern about the long 
period of uninterrupted class days 
between spring break and the end of 
the semester. The spring recess was 
removed from the 2002-'03 academic 
calendar. The faculty also voted to 
add two days to the semester to com-
pensate for the recess and to let Fac-
ulty Council and University Council 
decide the dates of the break and 
whether the two days will be added to 
the beginning or end of the semester. 

Student Association co-President 
Michael Leggett said he is disap-
pointed Faculty Council recom-
mended adding three days to the 
semester instead of two. 

"That's not what the faculty rec-
ommended [Faculty Council] do," 
Leggett, a Wiess College senior, said. 
"I think it's really unfortunate that 
they did that." 

At the faculty council meeting. 
Registrar Jerry Montag proposed 
two calendars with the same fall 
schedule but different options for 
the spring semester — one with two 
days added to the beginning of the 
semester and one with two days 
added to the end. 

Ixggett said many students want 
the extra days added to the end, 
rather than the beginning, of the 
semester. 

"The presidents have been gath-
ering opinions at their colleges," 
Leggett said. "We're all surprised 
that most students have been want-
ing to put [the extra days] at the end 
of the semester." 

Some faculty members said at last 
week's meeting that they do not think 
students would return to class for a 

See CALENDAR. Page 8 

Better than an honorary degree 
Former Rice pitcher Steven Herce (Will Rice 03) presents President George W. Bush with 
jersey at the White House Monday. Bush welcomed eight NCAA championship teams from 
including the College World Series-winning baseball team. 

JONATHAN YARDLEY/THRESHER 

a Rice baseball 
the spring season, 

Court date reset in cart theft 
by Catherine Adcock 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Three Sid Richardson College students who 
face criminal charges after stealing a golf cart 
last week have yet to enter a plea in Harris 
County Court. 

The arraignment for the driver of the cart, 
who will be charged with felony theft, was 
reset for Tuesday. Arraignments for the other 
two students, who will be charged with misde-
meanors for evading arrest, have been reset 
for Dec. 4, Chief Clerk of Harris County 
Court 15 Alicya Roberts said. 

The three students were arrested and jailed 
after stealing a golf cart and running from 
police officers Nov. 8, Rice University Police 
Department Chief Bill Taylor said. 

The case could go in many different direc-
tions, Roberts said. 

"It's really not up to me, it's up to them," she 
said. "We'll make them an offer, and if their 
defense attorney thinks that is reasonable 
based on what he knows, he'll give them ad-

vice to plead guilty or not." 
She said the case would not be dismissed 

and would likely be resolved within 90 days. 
Taylor met with the college presidents last 

Friday to discuss RUPD-student relations. 
The presidents expressed concern over 

the severity of the charges, Taylor said. 
Sid President BeccaSchendel said the presi-

dents requested that RUPD establish a policy 
of notifying a student's college masters imme-
diately when he or she is arrested. Taylor said 
although he supports such a policy, it would 
infringe on officer discretion, Schendel said. 

The Sid masters were contacted about 
three-and-a-half hours after the arrests. 

Schendel, a senior, said she was disap-
pointed RUPD and the presidents were un-
able to establish a master notification policy. 

"It leaves the door open, in the presi-
dents ' minds, for this sort of incident to 
happen again," she said. "It's so important to 
involve tbe masters as advocates for the 
s tudents f rom that very first moment . It's a 

See THEFTS, Page 7 

INSIDE 

No Thresher 
There are no classes next Thursday or 

Friday as it is Thanksgiving break. In addi-
tion, there will be no Thresher next Friday, 
so the next issue, and last of the semester, 
will come out Dec. 5. Have a great break! 

Network shutdown 
The Rice networking department will 

be performing maintenance on the net-
work Sunday morning from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. That means that if you're as pathetic 
as most of the Thresher staff, and check 
your email every 10 minutes you'll have 
to find something else to do with all your 
post-Thanksgiving time. 

Scoreboard 

Football 
Rice 41, SMU 20 
Volleyball 
Tulsa 0, Rice 3 
Women's basketball 
Houston Jaguars 65, Rice 87 (exh.) 

OPINION Page 3 
Elizabeth Smart's parents. Stupid. 

A&E 
Players get frost bite 

Page 9 

SPORTS 
Basketball previews 

Page 14-15 

Quote of the Week 

"We watched UConn on TV [against Yale 
Monday] and the attitude was, 'Yeah, we're 
gonna beat them. They're gonna take an L 
when they come to Autry.'" 
— Men's basketball junior Brock Gillespie, 
on the team's attitude about playing the 
nation's preseason No. 1 University of 
Connecticut at Autry Court on Jan. 2. See 
Preview, Page 14. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly cloudy. 78-68 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 78-70 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered thunderstorms, 80-42 degrees 
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Faculty Council should 
follow faculty wishes 

We understand the logic behind the Faculty Council's decision to 
recommend the spring 2005 calendar be amended, so that students 
would come back three days before the semester would begin based 
on the current calendar — not just the two to counteract the 
reinstatement of spring recess. (The apparent logic is that this 
change would allow the fall and spring semesters to equalize at 70 
days; currently the spring semester is 69 days.) We are also still 
grateful that we will be getting spring recess back. However, we take 
issue with the way the Faculty Council arrived at their decision. (See 
Story, Page 1.) 

After the faculty received input last week from Student Associa-
tion co-Presidents Bryan Debbink and Michael Leggett — who in 
turn had collected input from a number of students — they came to 
the widely well-received decision to reinstate the spring recess and 
add two days to either the beginning or end of the semester (they left 
this choice to the Faculty and University Councils). By going over 
the heads of these faculty and adding three days instead, the Faculty 
Council seems to be undermining this student and faculty input, and 
went against a mandate that a broader population at the university 
had agreed upon. 

In the future, we hope the Faculty Council adheres more closely 
to the will of the faculty they represent, particularly when that will is 
partially influenced by the opinions of students (who otherwise have 
little say in processes such as these). 

For now, students and faculty who feel strongly about the 
spring 2005 calendar should talk to members of Univer-
sity Council, an organization which includes undergradu-
ates, faculty and staff. This body, chaired by President 
Malcolm Gillis, will make a proposal for the calendar; Gillis 
himself will have the final say. 

Overland flow channel 
shows its kingly self 

Our complaints about the infamous and recently homecom-
ing-king-nominated overland flow channel were drowned this 
Monday. 

The channel — along with other flood mitigation construction 
projects completed over the summer — drained Rice effectively, 
making the university a relatively normal place to be even as the rest 
of Houston flooded. (See Story, Page 1.) While roads such as 
Greenbriar St. and University Blvd. were submerged off campus for 
hours, Rice's streets were just wet shortly after the deluge stopped, 
averting what could have been a massive inconvenience and possi-
bly even a danger to students, faculty and staff on campus. 

Past floods have been a problem for Rice, but it seems the channel, 
which has recently come under fire because it restricts emergency 
vehicle access to a nearby intramural field, will make severe weather 
less of a hassle in the future. Rice showed appropriate foresight in 
applying for Federal Emergency Management Association grants for 
the channel and other projects. 

Now, when is King Wayne Graham going to stop a flood? 

Coop will convenience 
traveling students 

We applaud the Student Association for initiating a ride-sharing 
coop for the upcoming Thanksgiving break. This online posting 
board will allow students to connect with other students who are 
driving to one of the airports for the holiday. 

As good an idea as this is, very few students have actually taken 
advantage of it. We encourage anyone planning on flying out of 
Houston over Thanksgiving to go to http://www.RiceSA.com and 
click on "SA Ride Sharing Coop" to see if you can carpool. It's fun, 
convenient and good for the planet. And, contrary to popular belief, 
riding with a random Rice student is not nearly as creepy as 
hitchhiking. 

For the longer break in December, the SA should seek to 
include students driving not only to Houston airports but also to 
locations outside the city, so that those who will be road-
tripping and not flying this winter can offer a ride to fellow 
students as well. 

Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving break. Remember that 
turkey is a natural sleep-inducer; do your Orgo studying some other 
time. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

• • • 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Letter writer missed 
Arab-Israeli realities 
To the editor: 

David Axel's recent letter to the 
editor ("U.S. should stand by demo-
cratic Israel," Nov. 14) makes it 
clear that he supports the theory of 
a "clash of civilizations" and the 
idea that anti-American sentiment 
in the Arab world stems from a 
resistance to so-called "American 
values." Such conclusions are eas-
ily proven incorrect. 

After World War I, when Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson's King-Crane 
Commission asked the Arabs whom 
they preferred to supervise the man-
date system in the region, America 
was highly favored over the Euro-
pean powers; the Arabs believed 
America would uphold the anti-colo-
nial principles outlined in Wilson's 
Fourteen Points. Only in the last 
80 years, as America's unquestion-
ing support for Israel's aggressive 
policies has become increasingly ap-
parent, has Arab opinion of the United 
States soured. The Arab nations ob-
ject to American foreign policy, not 
to American society. 

Axel further claims that Israel is 
not a colonialist regime. Again, this 
is wrong. Since its beginnings in the 
late 19th century, Zionism has abso-
lutely been a colonial enterprise, of 
which the state of Israel is merely a 
continuation. 

In addition, Israel's presence 
in the West Bank and Gaza is in-
deed an occupation (no quotation 
marks necessary), regardless of 
whatever evasive rhetoric recent 
American administrat ions have 
employed. 

lastly, the harsh Sharon admin-
istration in Israel lias provoked ter-
rorism more than it has checked 
it; I s rae l i L ieu tenan t -Genera l 
Moshe Ya'alon knows this as well 
as anyone, having strongly criti-
cized Sharon's brutality just three 
weeks ago. 

These are the realities that any-
one professing to care about the 
Arab/Israeli situation must admit. 

Samuel Martin 
Will Rice College sophomore 

Correctness is Greek to 
Kinesiology Department 

To the editor: 
The Kinesiology Department at 

Rice owes me an apology. 
I don't know exactly why I was 

there, but for some reason I was 
perusing the Web site of our Kinesi-
ology Department. I think it might 
have been so that I might see ex-
actly what in the nine hells a Sports 
Management major was. 

Staring me in the face like a poor 
Ionian nymph sprawled on a hillside 
with her back broken was the phrase: 
"Kinesiology — (from the Greek 
words 'KINEIN,' to move, and 
'LOGOS,' to study)." 

I have two academic loves, En-
glish and classics, and they both lay 
before me battered and bruised, 
bleeding poplars of blood from their 
slaughter by the Kinesiology De-
partment. 

T h e E n g l i s h body lying 
crippled there on the page was 
the first I saw, its root ripped from 
it and substituted by a falsity. Ki-
nesiology stems from the Greek 
word kinesis, meaning motion, be-
ing moved, a moving, or a move-
ment. It d o e s not come from 
kinein, but at least they were 
thoughtful enough to give kinein 
its proper infinitive definition: to 
move. 

No such mercy was shown to 
logos. That poor maiden found no 
peace in the gruesome death dis-
pensed to her by the Kinesiology 
Department. 

Yes, logos does have many mean-
ings, in fact many, many meanings. 
There are over 70 different ways to 

interpret logos depending on con-
text, and still not one of them is to 
study. Even more revolting is that it 
is in no way a verb and thus cannot 
have an infinitive. 

Fondren Library has numerous 
copies of Liddell-Scott 's Greek 
Lexicon. It is deplorable that any 
department at Rice would show 
such disregard for the language 
in which they teach and the par-
ent tongue whence it sprang. 

John Donaleski 
Brown sophomore 

Thresher cartoonist 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Let ters to the edi tor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. 
• Let ters should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length.The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Threshers (713) 348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advert isements . 
Please contact the Thresher 
for more information. 

http://www.RiceSA.com
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The view from nowhere 

Colleges tend to sublimate individuality 
The following is the third in a series 
on the college system. 

A r e s i d e n t i a l college is like 
Cheers . No, not the col-
lege cheers , but the bar 
on the TV show of the 
same name. Sure, most of 
what you do involves sit-
t ing a r o u n d , d r i n k i n g 
beer, complaining about 
s tuf f a n d s p e c u l a t i n g 
about your own or other 
people's sex lives, but on 
the o ther hand, "every-
body knows your name." 
The college is a big safety 

net that will always be 
there for you when you 
need to feel included. Your college 
can be a very appealing home and a 
nice place to live for four years. 

Steve 
Pattyn 

Inclusion in the 
residential colleges 

seems to demand that 
people give up a part of 

themselves. 

Everyone at Cheers drank beer, 
but alcohol wasn't the backbone. 
What united them was that every-
one was an upper-middle class white 
person with a solid career. Fraiser 
the psychiatrist, Norm the accoun-
tant, Sam the bar owner, Rebecca 
the businesswoman and Diane the 
academ seem pretty similar to the 
people you find drinking in your 
college's lobby or hallway on a Fri-
day night. (Cliff was a mailman, but 
no one liked him anyway.) 

Residential colleges seem to ben-
efit a certain type of person dispro-
portionately. Nerdy white kids who 
didn't have a large social group in 

high school come to Rice and find 
themselves surrounded with 100-or-
so best friends. Of course, those 
people love their colleges. They sud-

denly have a gigantic-
g r o u p of people to be 
cliquish with. 

But what about the 
people who don't fit the 
mold of white, careerist 
beer drinker? People who 
have s t rong support net-
works outside of their col-
lege — h o m o s e x u a l s , 
ethnic minorities, radical 
political zealots (of ei ther 
party) or a thletes — just 
don't need the residen-
tial col leges very much. 

Yet people with such pre-exist-
ing social g roups often feel a s t rong 
urge to give up outside sources of 
identity in order to conform to col-
lege life. T h e r e is a lot of p ressure 
to join the ranks of like-minded 
people who sit around and congratu-
late themselves about how good 
their college is and how it's s t range 
that people would ever want to live 
somewhere besidesX College. Feel-
ing included in a college is fun, and 
to fit in, you have to smile and at 
least superficially agree. 

A sign of alcoholism is breaking 
prior appointments just to drink. 
Giving up your outside life is a sign 
that you are slowly getting addicted 
to the soft, comfy social circle that 
your college serves up on a silver 
platter. As soon as you stop hanging 
out with your non-Rice fr iends be-
cause you don't want to miss out on 
the 11th straight week of college 
drinking, you have given up your 
outside source of identity. 

What people give up differs. One 
of my fr iends recently told me about 
going to an Indian wedding and 
wondering why a large part of his 
culture in him seemed to disappear 
when he came on campus. He wasn't 
any less Indian here , but people 
thought of him as white. When he Steve Pattyn is a Jones College junior. 

and I tried to think of other Indian 
people, we grasped at straws for a 
while until we realized that one of 
our closest fr iends was Indian. 

T h e fact that we are color-blind 
about our f r i ends initially appealed 
to me very s t rongly. Yet, when 
closely examined , the sublimation 
of identity and g roup association, 
th ings that a re of ten crucial to 
people outs ide of the hedges , is 
very disconcer t ing. Why did every 
minori ty I talk to about this col-
umn expres s concern and regre t 
that a crucial part of their identity 
was slipping away? Inclusion in the 
residential co l leges s e e m s to de-
mand that people give up a part of 
themselves . 

Of course, the concept of being 
Indian or Jewish or gay and keeping 
that identity isn't mutually exclusive 
with living in a dorm. You can be 
anyone you want as long as you don't 
expect other people to understand. 
But on the whole, people who don't 
want to give up their pre-existing 
selves don't like the college system. 
I think it is the refusal of athletes and 
certain minority groups to change 
their identity to suit the college that 
encourages what Catherine Adcock 
refers to as minority flight ("Colleges 
can alienate minorities," Nov. 7). 

And why would these s tudents 
change? Intramural sports, parties 
and college government are fun, 
but fr iends from elsewhere at Rice 
and off campus are just as appeal-
ing. Rather than be ing puzzled 
about why some people don't like 
college life, we should be concerned 
that most Rice s tudents have no 
f r i ends f rom outs ide their small 
communit ies . 

T h e choice to associate with 
people you like is na tu ra l and 
healthy. The college system is a 
great part of Rice, but for many 
people, it provides a social life that 
isn't needed and stifles diversity. 

Irony is overrated 

Kidnap victim abducted 
anew by parents, media 

Rice Voices 

Finding home, self in a life of two worlds 
There m u s t be something really 
pic turesque about the thought of 
"going home." It's funny for me, 
because when I fly to Memphis , 
Tenn., for Thanksgiving, 
I tell my f r iends I am "go- , 
ing home," but when I 
return to Houston a few 
days later I say the same. 
Some of you don't have 
this problem: You grew 
up in Houston, or you 
feel a much s t ronger con-
nection to one side of 
your life than the other. 
But I'll be willing to bet 
there ' s a large percent-
age of s tuden t s who, like 
me, are in a kind of limbo 
in t e rms of belonging. 

It is always about this time of year 
when I begin to miss Memphis. When 
daylight-saving time ends, the sky 
grows dark and the air gets at least a 
little bit cold, I flash back to a world 
of piano lessons, mock trial and leaves 
that actually change color and fall. I 
think about driving down streets I've 
known my whole life, about the 
people and faces of the school I at-
tended for 12 years, and about my 
parents, who are trying to figure out 
as best they can what it's like to have 
a grown-up as their baby girl. 

Of course, I'm trying to figure out 
that as well. I have made peace in the 
past months with a lot of the inevi-
table weirdness of leaving a place and 
a family I've known my whole life. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, I came 
to a new state and created my own 
home here at Rice. I chose my own 
family and crafted a world full of 
people who knew me as I am now (a 
woman, not a girl) and with whom 1 
could be myself in ways I could not 
back home. At the same time, I felt 

Nishta 
Mehra 

pieces were missing: a whole his-
tory I tried to relate through stories 
and pictures, memories and faces 
that were dear to me but far away. 

T h e n , when I went 
home that first Thanksgiv-
ing, I was surprised to find 
that the world I had just 
spent months creating in 
Houston felt suspended, as 
if it didn' t exist . After 
Thanksgiving, when I was 
back in my dorm room, 
M e m p h i s once again 
s e e m e d like a d is tan t 
memory. I started to feel 
like two different people. I 
felt guilty for missing Mem-
phis and even more guilty 

when I didn't. Basically, I felt split. 
Many people told me this was "nor-

mal" and "part of the process." They 
said it would be hard, for me, for my 
parents and for my friends, but eventu-
ally, with time, we would all just figure 
it out. But what I heard them saying 
was that I would have to choose—that 
ultimately, Houston would win over 
Memphis or vice-versa. I didn't want to 
choose, or wait, or feel split anymore. 

Eventually I realized I had an 
alternative. I could choose my life 
just as it was. I made a change in 
p e r s p e c t i v e : bo th wor lds , bo th 
homes, but just one Nishta. 

I decided to be me everywhere I 
went, regardless of how scared to 
death I was of trying. I wanted the 
people I knew and loved in one place 
to know and love my community in 
the other . I wanted it all. 

And having it all didn't come 
cheaply. I had to open myself up and 
share the parts of me that were 
Memphis with people I barely knew, 
and the parts of me that were Hous-
ton with people who had known me 

for years. I had some painful conver-
sations with my parents. 

But I think I am getting the hang 
of it. I still travel between two worlds, 
have two Thanksgivings and two 
birthdays, and divide my time be-
tween the cities and cultures I love. 
But what I see now is a gift where 
there once was a burden. What was 
plural now feels singular — just one 
me, wherever I go. 

Nishta Mehra is a Baker College junior. 

"Elizabeth Smart Found 
Alive." When I saw that headline 
back in March, I understood for 
the first time how people around 
the country must have 
felt in 1970 when the 
Apollo 13 as t ronau ts 
returned home safely. 
E l i z a b e t h ' s r e s c u e , 
which w a s t h e las t 
thing anyone expected 
eight months after the 
then 14-year-old girl 
was abducted from her 
Utah h o m e , marked 
the first and only time 
that a news story had 
actually made me cry 
from sheer relief. 

Unfortunately, that relief didn't 
last very long. To no one's sur-
prise, the media immediately 
wanted to know — and still wants 
to know — every last, lurid detail 
about Elizabeth's experience. 

Somewhat more surprising, 
and certainly more disturbing, is 
that the sensat ionalism hasn't 
been confined to the media. This 
past Sunday, CBS aired a made-
for-TV movie entitled The Eliza-
beth Smart Story, which was made 
not only with the consent of 
Elizabeth's parents Ed and Ix>is, 
but with theiractive participation. 
In fact, according to the Deseret 
Morning News, the film is based 
on Bringing Elizabeth Home: A 
Journey of Faith and Hope, the 
r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d b o o k co-
authored by Ed and Ixtis Smart 
with I ^u ra Morton. 

Now normally I'd never even 
think about denounc ing a movie 
or book wi thout actually seeing 
or read ing it first. In this case, 
t hough . I take i ssue not with the 
conten t or accuracy of the film 
or the book, but with the deci-
sion to release them less than a 
year af ter Elizabeth was found, 
as well as the way he r paren ts are 
using their movie and book deals 
to cash in on what must have 
been a terr i fying exper ience for 
her , and them. 

T h a t t h e y a r e wi l l ing to 
exploit thei r own daugh te r ' s suf-
f e r i n g for f a m e and money , 
especially so soon af ter her re-
turn. is not merely in bad taste. 
It is child abuse — not in the 
legal sense , but in the sense that 
they have placed material ben-
efits be fore the i r daugh te r ' s pri-
vacy and recovery on their list 
of priorit ies. 

I am aware that this is an in-
cendiary accusation, and I make 
no apologies for it. Ed and Lois 
Smart are being i rresponsible 

p a r e n t s , p u r e and 
simple. 

Now, what about 
the possibility that get-
ting Elizabeth's story 
out in the open is sim-
ply the Smart family's 
strategy forgetting the 
media to stop hassling 
them? If tha t ' s t he 
case, I think it would 
have b e e n m u c h 
easier — and more 
tasteful and respon-
sible — if Elizabeth's 

parents had replied to every movie 
and book offer with something 
along the lines of, "Go to hell, and 
be quick about it, you bloodsuck-
ing hole where a soul ought to be." 
Sure, it would be aggravating for 
Ed and Lois to have to say this 
potentially hundreds of times to 
hundreds of people, but eventu-
ally the Smarts' doorbell and tele-
phone would stop ringing once 
people realized Ed and I.ois weren't 
willing to play ball. 

It is, of course , entirely pos-
sible that Elizabeth herself has 
no object ions to the flurry of 
publicity su r round ing he r story. 
Maybe she genuinely bel ieves 
that the writ ten and fi lmed ver-
s ions of a m o m e n t o u s e igh t 
mon ths of he r life r ep resen t an 
opportuni ty to set the record 
s t ra ight , which in turn might 
seem like a way to has ten he r 
emotional recovery. 

Yet, even if she believes all 
these things, that doesn't excuse 
the way her parents and the me-
dia have behaved. Anyone who 
participates in or endorses the 
continued nationwide curiosity 
and speculation about Elizabeth 
Smart is essentially sending her 
the message that whether she 
likes it or not. she is now public 
property. 

Well, she isn't. She didn't be-
long to the people who kidnapped 
her, and she doesn' t belong to us 
either. She 's eventually going to 
be involved in the trial of he r 
kidnappers, and that 's undoubt-
ed ly g o i n g to be p r e s s u r e 
enough. The rest of us need to 
give her some breathing room. 

Raj Wahi (Wiess '99) is a gradu-
ate student in chemistry. 
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Rice versus 'the other' for commencement speaker 
Ain't no lie 

Famous face needed to make ceremony memorable 
My h igh school graduation was boring. 

I was glad to be done with high school 
and moving on to college, but the ceremony 
was just dull. After walking across the stage 
and shaking my principal's hand, 
I felt nothing. No tingly emotions. 
No warm and fuzzy feelings. 

I fear I may have the same sense 
of boredom at my college gradua-
tion if the administration stops the 
search for an outside-Rice speaker 
and settles on a professor. 

This is not to say I would find a 
professor boring. Many professors 
would make excellent speakers, 
but they are just not commence-
ment-appropriate. 

We spend four years listening 
to professors for hours a day. They 
are great teachers and appropriate speakers 
for welcoming us to the university during the 
Orientation Week faculty address, but they 
would do nothing to distinguish commence-
ment from any other day at Rice. 

Rice professors can talk 
about what we have learned 

and what we have 
experienced, but they are 
associated with where we 

have been, not where we are 
going. 

Commencement speakers should make 
the day stand out. They should say some-
thing meaningful, and they should be a memo-
rable personality. There are even plenty of 
Rice graduates who have made a mark with 
noteworthy achievements since their own 
graduation. 

A famous graduation speaker would have 
real-world significance. Just as the matricula-
tion address gives incoming students hints 
about life at Rice, the commencement address 
should give outgoing students some insight 
for the existence they will face outside the 
hedges. Rice professors can talk about what 
we have learned and what we have experi-
enced, but they are associated with where we 
have been, not where we are going. 

This is not to say that the university needs 
to pay $100,000 to cater to the whims of a 
demanding celebrity. But there is middle 
ground between someone already on the Rice 
payroll and someone who demands enough 
to make the university go broke. It's feasible, 
and the administration should work to bring 
someone famous to Rice. 

While Rice is a high-powered enough in-
stitution to be on the market for a noteworthy 
speaker, we might have to sacrifice a little to 
get one. 

Currently, Rice does not grant honorary 

Rachel 
Rusiin 

degrees, but the faculty should change that 
policy. While I respect the faculty for trying 
to preserve the aura around the degree I 
hope to receive, it's just plain silly. 

Honorary degrees are just that 
— an honor. Giving Bill Cosby a 
Rice diploma does not dilute the 
worth of diplomas this institution 
grants. I doubt that he, or any 
other speaker, will try to use such 
a diploma to get a job. Consider-
ing how many some potential 
speakers have, I doubt they even 
put them on their walls. 

Especially in times of economic 
downturn, Rice shouldn't pay a 
speaker a huge amount, but some 
money might have to be spent, and 
the university should look for ways 

to raise money specifically for this purpose. 
An endowment for a commencement 

speaker or a special fund might be a way to 
reach out to alumni who are not interested in 
giving to the general fund. 

While some professors may give better 
speeches than possible speakers, a wonder-
ful speech by an amazing professor does 
nothing to distinguish the day from a lecture 
series, a commemorative service or a normal 
day of class. 

Rice doesn't have to shell out thousands of 
dollars to a commencement speaker. Even 
so, more effort should be put into finding an 
interesting, crowd-pleasing speaker and into 
raising sufficient funds to bring him or her to 
campus. 

After the hard work of being a Rice stu-
dent is done, graduates deserve an 
entertaining, insightful and, most 
importantly, memorable commence-
ment experience. 

I want to remember my college 
graduation. I want to be able to tell 
stories and share laughs and 
recall the person who im-
parted words of wisdom. As 
petty as it may sound, I want 
someone famous to speak at 
Rice commencement. 

Rachel Rustin is a 
Mess College senior 
and former Thresher 
editor in chief. 

A bear holding a shark 

Community members provide non-canned speeches 
My high school graduation featured a rock 
star. 

With intimate knowledge of what made our 
high school tick — she was class of '86 — Lisa 
Loeb crafted a speech that touched 
on what was most important to us 
— the four cornerstones of scholar-
ship, athletics, courtesy and char-
acter. Oh, and she sang a song. 

Contrast this to Bill Cosby, 
Rice's 2002 c o m m e n c e m e n t 
speaker. Yes, wt laughed. But the 
speech was canned — like a stump 
speech. The likelihood that he 
knows the correct definition of 
Beer-Bike is next to nil. 

The slickest speakers can come 
from inside. 

Prestige isn't the issue here; a 
speech I'll remember five years from now is. 
Alumni and current members of the Rice 
community know more about the school and 
the graduating class than the likes of Bill 
Cosby ever will. They also know the outside 
world just as well as he does and know more 
about how we'll relate to it. 

The alumni directory ischock-full of these 
types. Bill Broyles (Hanszen '66) was the 
former editor of Newsweek, founded Texas 
Monthly and wrote Apollo 13 and Castaway. 
Larry McMurtry (M.A. '60) wrote lonesome 
Dove and The l.ast Picture Show, in addition to 
n u m e r o u s sc reenp lays , and won the 
1986 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction. 

In addition, while not alumni, Rice affili-
ates have accomplished amazing feats that 
e x - tend beyond the well-known accomplish-

ments of former Secretary of State J ames 
A. Baker III. (Yes, he is someone whom 
I respect, in spite of my left-leaning ten-
dencies, but he spoke already at the 
1991 commencement.) 

I'd take former U.S. Ambassador to 
Syria and Baker Institute for Pub-
ic Policy Direc tor Edward 

Djerejian over Baker any day, and 
not just because I've heard him 
speak once and Baker a dozen 
times. 

Djerejian has more 

player in international 

Catherine 
Adcock 

as much to say as Baker about the world. 
Nothing is keeping us from reaching into 

Rice's professorial pockets for interesting 
men and women of vision to inspire us during 

our last day at Rice. 
Commencement speakers are 

meant to bridge the gap between 
Rice and the great beyond, and 
professors can fulfill this role as 
speakers . While the faculty is 
thoroughly engaged in Rice life, 
it also has insight into the outside 
world. 

Being a professor doesn't pre-
clude experience in other arenas. 
Neal Lane, University Professor 
and former science adviser to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, has, inarguably, 
the larger perspective required of 

a commencement speaker. 
And besides all of that, bringing someone 

we know to speak at commencement ensures 
that, if nothing else, we know whether or not 
they will be interesting. 

The slickest speakers can 
come from the inside. 

Prestige isn't the issue here; a 
speech I'll remember five 

years from now is. 

Non-Rice speakers are not necessary to 
keep Rice from turning into a joke. We're not 
going to increase Rice's prestige though 
something as inconsequential to the outside 
world as graduation speakers. 

Outside of a short note in The New York 
Times, no one will know (or care) who spoke 
at my graduation. And certainly those who do 
care cannot possibly care as much as I do. 

We can do better than Bill Cosby 
for my graduation. We just 

need to look in the right 
places, and sometimes 
that place is right in our 
of ten-f looded back-
yard. 

Catherine Adcock is a 
Martel College senior 

and features editor. 

& 

up 

d _ h 
• 

WE GOT BALLS In Midtown!!! 

Bi ihh le 'I ea 

Frozen & Hot Espresso 
Shakes & Smoothies 

Sandwiches & Desserts 
Free Wireless Internet 

Open 9 am to 11 am Frl-Sat 
9 am to 9 pm Sun 

2808 Milam & Drew (3 Blocks North of Rliin) 
713.737.7111 w ww.TROPIOCA .com 



THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2003 

Stadium maintenance supervisor dies after 30 years at Rice 
by Ian Everhar t 

rHKtSHEK STAFF 

Assistant Stadium Maintenance 
Supervisor Aaron Williams died of 
natural c ause s Nov. 13. Williams 
supervised work in the Rice Stadium, 
Rice T r a c k / S o c c e r S tad ium and 
Reckl ing Park , as well a s Autry 
Court . He was 64 and had worked at 
Rice for a lmost 30 years . 

Senior Associate Athletic Direc-
tor Steve Moniaci said Williams had 
great dedicat ion to his fellow em-
ployees and his job. 

"Certainly [Williams| is going to 

be somebody that will be missed in 
our communi ty in the athletic de-
par tment greatly, and I think to a 
c e r t a i n e x t e n t he ' l l b e m i s s e d 
th roughou t the campus," he said. 

Moniaci said Williams, whose 
dut ies included set t ing up athletic 
events , was in cons tant contact with 
spec ta tors and a thle tes and loved 
working at Rice. 

"From Aaron 's standpoint, this 
was his family, and he really enjoyed 
be ing out here , and he enjoyed not 
just people in the athletic depart-
ment , but he had fr iends all over 
campus ," he said. "I know there are 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Nov. 10 - 17. 

Residential Colleges 
Sid Richardson 
College 

Wiess College 

Will Rice College 

Baker College 

Academic Buildings 
Duncan Hall 

Fondren Library 

Nov. 10 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 12 Intoxicated male attempted to enter 
a female 's bedroom. Student 
referred to University Court for public 
intoxication. 

Nov. 14 Student reported her ID was 
being used by another individual. 

Nov. 14 Telephone harassment 
reported. 

Nov. 11 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 11 Information provided about an 
assault that occurred earlier that 
day. 

Abercrombie 
Engineering Laboratory 

Nov. 11 Bicycle stolen. 

Abercrombie Nov. 17 
Engineering Laboratory 

Anderson Biological 
Laboratories 

Parking Lots 

Lovett Lot 

West Lot 

O^.ne Areas 
University Police" 

Rice University 

Nov. 17 

Computer mouse and keyboard 
stolen. 

Caller reported a suspicious 
person with an umbrella was in the 
area. 

Nov. 11 Vehicle hit and no information left. 

Nov. 13 Vehicle keyed. 

Nov. 14 Cr.minal mischief reported 

Nov. 15 Rice ID stolen. 
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a lot of a l u m s who didn ' t know 
Aaron ' s name, but knew Aaron by 
sight, and would talk to him at all t he 
athlet ic events. The re are tons of 
a th le tes who knew Aaron and would 
always talk to him whenever they 
could." 

Williams was on short-term medi-
cal leave and planned to return to 
work next month . Moniaci said 
Will iams did not want to retire but 
was planning to do so in January d u e 
to his deter iorat ing health. 

Jackie Daugherty, a staff adminis-
trative assistant for the athletic de-
partment. said she knew Williams well. 

"He was always good natured, 
always helpful," she said. "If you 
needed anyth ing you just had to ask. 
He was always the re for us. He took 
care of things, and he took pride in 
h is work." 

Athletic Depar tmen t Staff Assis-
tant Joyce Rannals said Williams al-
ways took ca re of his f r iends and 
fe l low e m p l o y e e s . For example , 
Rannals said Williams spotted and 
fixed a water p u m p leak in her car 
when s h e was out of town, saving 
h e r f rom being s t randed when her 
she re tu rned to a b roken car. 

"One t ime, t h e r e was a low tire, 

so h e he lped m e put air in it, and I 
th ink h e did that with mos t of us ." 
Rannals said. "He was jus t helpful ." 

Athletic Ticket M a n a g e r Alexis 
Williams, who is not related to Aaron 
Williams, said he did whatever was 
needed to m a k e t h e j obs of o the r s 
run m o r e smoothly . 

"Aaron was always going out of 
his way to m a k e sure that anyth ing 
we needed was taken care of," she 
said. "He was always worried about 
everybody else, and looking out for 
o the r people all the t ime. From day 
one, he was always be ing real nice 
and always willing to help." 

Parmet arraignment reset again 
by Cather ine Adcock 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e Lovett College sophomore 
accused of selling dozens of fake 
IDs to s tuden t s had his third ar-
ra ignment Nov. 6 but still has not 
en te red a plea. T h e Harr is County 
District Attorney's office reset the 
date of Phil Parmet ' s a r ra ignment to 
Dec. 12. Assistant District Attorney 
Kather ine Cabiness said. 

Assistant Dean for Student Judi-
cial P r o g r a m s Don Ostdiek said he 
ha s issued a decision in Parmet ' s 
C o d e of S t u d e n t C o n d u c t case . 
Ostd iek said his office will publish 
an abs t rac t of the case. 

In early September , Rice Univer-
sity Police Depar tment officers dis-
covered Parmet had sold dozens of 
fake IDs to o ther s tuden t s dur ing 
the spr ing s emes t e r of 2003 and at 
the b e g i n n i n g of t h i s s e m e s t e r , 
RUPD Chief BillTaylor said. Parmet 

tu rned himself in and cooperated 
with authori t ies . Taylor said. 

Pa rmet ' s a r ra ignment was first 
set for Sept. 24, but the date was 
reset to Oct. 15 and then to Nov. 6. 

Pa rmet could not be reached for 
c o m m e n t . His lawyer, Paul Nugent , 
also could not be reached. 

T h e Office of Student Judicial 
P r o g r a m s is also handl ing the cases 
of m o r e than 50 s tudents who pur-
chased the IDs. 

A junior said his case was de-
cided a month ago. He said he re-
ceived a $120 fine, which he paid to 
the university. 

"I felt like it was fair and more 
like the real world," he said. "In the 
real world, you pay a fine when you 
break the law." 

Not all t he cases of s tuden t s who 
bought the IDs have been decided, 
Ostd iek said. T h e Office of Student 
Judicial P r o g r a m s is waiting for evi-
dence f rom RUPD stored on the hard 

drive of Parmet ' s compute r . T h i s 
evidence will to confirm the identi-
ties of s tuden t s who did not c o m e 
forward with their IDs, he said. 

Taylor said the fo rens ics labora-
tory retr ieving the ev idence from 
Parmet ' s c o m p u t e r h a s not yet re-
turned the c o m p u t e r to RUPD. 

"We' re ge t t ing very f r u s t r a t e d 
with tha t ourse lves , " Taylor said. 
"It 's not really a h igh priority for 
t hem." 

A jun io r said she tu rned in the ID 
she bough t f rom Pa rme t but has not 
yet received a decis ion from Judicial 
P rograms . 

"I feel confused that they haven ' t 
given m e a decision yet," she said. 
"It s e e m s like they already should 
have m a d e the decision, so the re ' s 
no reason not to tell m e what ' s go ing 
on." 

Abs t rac t s r ega rd ing the ca se s of 
s tuden t s who bough t the IDs will 
also b e publ i shed , Os td iek said. 
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Digging for ways to deal with the flood 
n H - Page design/text by 

Thirteen twisters touched down in 
Houston on Tuesday, but that didn't 
daunt Rice students who used the 
streams of water to make their own fun 
in the afternoon. 

Above left: Lovett College sopho-
more Andrew Traverso drags a friend 
into the water outside Hanszen 
College. •- ' • 

Above right: Sid Richardson College 
senior Kevin Dudney watches a 
student bike through the Inner Loop 
on the overland flow channel -* > j 

emm 

mm*-Center: Jones College sophomore Jen 
Humphreys wades across University 
Blvd. at Entrance 8. ' •* 

Below Left: Hanszen freshman 
Jessica Hawthorne catches a Frisbee 
at a lay-out practice for Miss Red, 
the women's ultimate frisbee club. 

% ,-v 
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Below Right: Students at the fields 
across from Jones demonstrate that 
mud football means tackling too. ?- 11 
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Flooding strands 
cars on Inner Loop 
FLOOD, from Page 1 
nel, which was constructed over the 
summer. 

Civil E n g i n e e r i n g P r o f e s s o r 
Philip Bedient said the storm was 
much less severe than Tropical 
Storm Allison, which caused nearly 
$5 million of flooding damage on 
campus . Wate r ru shed t h r o u g h 
nearby Brays Bayou Monday at 
25,000 cubic feet per second, below 
the red alert zone of 29,000 cubic 
feet per second. Brays Bayou is lo-
cated in the Braeswood neighbor-
hood just south of campus. 

Civil Engineering graduate stu-
dent Jude Benavides said the flood 
gave him the chance to test a flood 
alert system he is developing. His 
computer model closely predicted 
peak flow of Brays Bayou while the 
bayou was still calm, and he alerted 
administrators at the Texas Medi-
cal Center to begin taking flood 
control measures . Once Benavides 
determined that flow levels would 
fall short of the red alert zone, he 
called off the alarm. 

"We were able to tell them that 
they we re out of t h e w o o d s , " 
Benavides said. 

Benavides said he was pleased 
with how well his model worked 
during the storm. Flood alerts is-
sued by the National Weather Ser-
vice give good long-range predic-
tions, but his crisis-alert model gives 
more accurate predictions over a 
shorter time interval, he said. Ironi-
cally, the Center for Collaborative 
Adaptive Sens ing of the Atmo-
sphere, a group of four collaborat-
ing universities established by the 
National Science Foundation to de-

velop so f tware for sho r t - r ange 
weather predictions, was meeting 
at Rice when the storm broke out, 
Benavides said. 

Some s tudents said they en-
joyed playing in the af termath of 
the storm. 

"I went swimming in the over-
land flow channel," Will Rice Col-
lege sophomore Katie Scarbrough 
said. "I heard that at one point it was 
waist-deep." 

H a n s z e n Co l l ege f r e s h m a n 
Stephen Adams joined a spontane-
ous Frisbee game while walking 
back from class Monday afternoon. 

"We were throwing around the 
Frisbee and diving after it, but the 
water was so deep that you just 
hydroplaned," Adams said. "We 
came up with some really beautiful 
lay-outs." 

Adams said he ripped holes in 
his jean but escaped the game with-
out injury. 

H a n s z e n f r e s h m a n Mat t 
Martinez said the flood brought him 
and his f r iends some unexpected 
good luck. While driving near cam-
pus in an SUV, the group stopped to 
help two people whose taxicab had 
broken down. 

"We had just decided to go driv-
ing around and see how the flooding 
was going," Martinez said. 

"We picked up two people on the 
side of the road and brought them 
back to their hotel. It turned out they 
were part of [musical theater group! 
Blue Man Group." 

As thanks for the favor, Martinez 
and his friends received backstage 
passes to a Blue Man Group perfor-

The trumpeteer 
KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Baker college senior Peter Huckfeldt plays the trumpet In the jazz combo concert Tuesday night in Willy's Pub. 

Presidents, RUPD discuss felony 
THEFTS, from Page 1 
peace of mind thing ... and it im-
proves communicat ion be tween 
the police off icers and the [ar-
rested] students." 

Also discussed at the meeting 
was the experience level of the offic-
ers who made the arrests in the 
Nov. 8 case. The officers involved in 
the incident each had at least three 
years of experience, and new RUPI ) 
officers undergo extensive training, 
Taylor said. 

Taylor said he reiterated the 
importance of cooperating with po-
lice at the meeting. 

"The defining factor here was that 

they ran," he said. "It may seem that 
its not that big of deal but in reality it 
is, because we don't know who's 
running, and it creates a whole new 
situation when you have people run-
ning from police." 

Schendel said the pres idents 
were glad to get a chance to discuss 
the incident with RUPD but said she 
thinks the meeting did not dispel 
concerns stemming from the Nov. 8 
incident and other instances of mis-
communication between students 
and police. 

"We saw it as kind of unproduc-
tive," she said. "We were glad to get 
a chance to talk, but it's the same old 

thing that we've been talking about 
all semester." 

Taylor said he thinks the meet-
ing was a starting point. 

"I don't know that we were able 
to satisfy their concerns but I think 
the re was at least an ag reemen t to 
work on it and move forward and 
make it bet ter ," Taylor said. 

At the monthly Masters and Presi-
dents meeting held Wednesday, the 
masters and presidents discussed the 
possibility of establishing an advisory 
board to oversee RUPD-student rela-
tions, Schendel said.The board would 
be composed of masters, students, 
faculty and RUPD representatives. 
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R I C E U N I V E R S I T Y 
is committed to maintaining 

an environment 
free of 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT. 

EXAMPLES OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

Unwelcome Physical Advances 

• Unwelcome and inappropriate touching. 

patting, or pinching 

• Attempted or actual fonditng or kissing 

• Physical assault or coerccd sexual activity 

Unwelcome Verbal Behavior 

• Unwelcome demands or subtle pressure 
for sexual favors 

• Sexually suggestive jokes or innuendos; 
derogatory, degrading, or sexist remarks 
about a person's body, clothing, or sexual 
activities 

• Suggestive or insulting sounds, whistles, catcall 

• Obscenc phone calls 

Unwelcome Nonverbal Behavior 

• Inappropriate display in work or study area of 
sexually suggestive objects, pictures, videotapes, 
audio recordings or literature 

• Obscene gestures 

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP 

You may bring informal complaints u> the attention of any ot 
ihc following persons, as appropriate-

College Masters 

Assistant Dean of Student Judicial Programs 

Department Chairs 

Academic Deans 

Administrative Department Heads 

Director of Equal Employment 

Opportunity Programs 

Director of Health Education 

Director of Human Resources 

Director of Multicultural Affairs 

Director of International Services 

Director of Rice Counseling Center 

Officials designated to investigate formal complaints are 

Director of Equal Employment 
Opportunity Programs 

224 Herman Brown Hall 
(713)348-4930 

Assistant Dean of Student Judicial Programs 
Academic Advising Sutte 
Ley Student Center 
(713) 348-4786 

paid advertisement by 
Office of Equal Employment 
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Spontaneous, Phils perform for charity 
by Ian Everhart 

THRESHER STAFF 

Spontaneous Combustion and the 
Rice Philharmonics will put on a joint 
show Dec. 2 to collect money and 
canned goods for charity. The im-
provisational comedy troupe and a 
capella chorus will perform in 
Hamman Hall at 10 p.m. 

Optional donations collected at 
the door will go to the Greater Hous-
ton Food Bank. Philharmonics Mu-
sic Director Phil Stegner, a Will Rice 
College sophomore, said the two 
groups will perform together during 
parts of the show, with the Philhar-
monics doing comedy and Sponta-

neous singing, while other times the 
groups would be separate. 

"I would imagine Spontaneous is 
going to sing again, which will no 
doubt be a trip of some sort, and 
then the Phils will probably be in-
volved in some kind of game, in 
which well make fools of ourselves," 
Stegner said. 

Jett Jones, a member of Sponta-
neous Combustion, said the joint 
format allows the groups' members 
to expand their capabilities. 

"We're trying new things, basi-
cally seeing how we can fit Sponta-
neous people into Philharmonics 
singing, and how we can fit Philhar-
monics members into Spontaneous 

games," Jones, a Sid Richardson 
College senior, said. 

Jones said group members are 
looking forward to the event. 

"We're so psyched about this," 
he said. "Spontaneous Combustion 
and the Philharmonics have been 
cheering for this all semester." 

Stegner said the performance will 
be a good opportunity for students 
to relax. 

"ItH be a good break for people to 
get out of their rooms, have a good 
time, and get some laughs," Stegner 
said. 

At a similar event last year, the 
two groups raised several hundred 
dollars, Stegner said. 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Walk-a-mile 
Hanszen College senior Stephen Bor performs a passage at Walk-a-mlle Wednesday night. The event was 
sponsored by ADVANCE. 

iseount! 

medium 1-topping 
pizza 6 2 cans of Coke 

no coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

• • K M • ' * 
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Large 1-toppping 
pizza & 3 cans of Coke 

no rminon reauired tlo coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

In The Village 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Open 11 am to 2 am Mon. - Sun. 

We also serve: 
Get The Door.^ Breadstlcks Cheesy Bread 
It's Domino s. . _ . „ „ , .... 

Coca-Cola Buffalo tilings 

2004-'05 calendar 
still under review 
CALENDAR, from Page 1 
two-day week before a three-day 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day week-
end. The council decided on a 
calendar in which spring semes-
ter classes would begin Wednes-
day, Jan. 12. MLKDayisJan. 17. 

"This would take care of the 
concern that students wouldn't 
be coming back because it's only 
a two-day week," Montag said. 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Joe Halbouty said he thinks a 
longer first week of classes would 
improve attendance. Halbouty 
said he probably would not re-
turn to campus for only two days 
of classes before the three-day 
weekend but would return for 
three days of classes. 

The calendar approved by 
Faculty Council proposes an 
April 7-8 spring recess and a 
March 7-11 spring break. The fi-
nal day of classes would be 
Friday, April 29, with final exams 
for non-graduating s tudents 
scheduled May 4-14. The other 
calendar Montag proposed had 
classes beginning Tuesday, Jan. 
18 and ending Tuesday, May 3. 

Under the proposed calendar, 
classes for the fall semester be-
gin Monday, Aug. 30, a week later 
than the first day of classes this 
year. The last day of classes would 
be Dec. 10, and the last day of 
finals would be Dec. 22. 

Lovett College sophomore 
Aaron Heckelman said he would 
rather start winter break earlier. 

"It seems pretty late, especially 
for people who have to fly back 
home," Heckelman said. "If hav-
ing a short summer means that 
we can get out before Decem-
ber 22, then I would prefer that." 

Halbouty said he prefers a 
longer summer vacation to an 
earlier start for winter break be-
cause he plans to work during 
the summer. 

"I think it's better that we're 
going back later [in August]," 
Halbouty said. "The point is to be 
home for Christmas. You can still 
get home in time." 

Speaker of the Faculty Ed Akin 
said committee members dis-
cussed the late ending date of fall 
semester but decided not to 
change it. 

Montag said he supports the 
proposal approved by the council 
because it would give his office 

more time to prepare for com-
mencement and would equalize 
the number of class days in the 
two semesters, with 70 days each 
semester. 

Some students said they 
would prefer the Rice mid-term 
recess to coincide with the 
spring breaks of other Texas 
universities, but Akin said Fac-
ulty Council did not consider 
other universit ies' spring 
breaks in deciding which pro-
posal to recommend. 

'If having a short 
summer means that 
we can get out before 
December 22, then I 
would prefer that.' 

— Aaron Heckelman 
Lovett College sophomore 

"I think what we were investi-
gating was trying to coordinate 
with the [Houston Independent 
School District] and seeing 
whether or not that was feasible," 
Akin, a Mechanical Engineering 
professor, said. "I don't think we 
have information on other uni-
versities, and I don't think we'd 
be too concerned about that." 

Housing and Dining Director 
Mark Ditman said the additional 
day of classes would not affect 
student fees. 

"On a one-time adjustment 
basis, there wouldn't be a signifi-
cant change in what students were 
charged for room and board," he 
said. "I think we could adjust with-
out impacting you guys." 

Ditman said food service 
would probably be available dur-
ing the spring recess as it is 
during fall mid-term recess. He 
said his office would assess stu-
dent demand for service during 
the break and make adjustments, 
if necessary, for 2005-'06. 

"We'll err on the side of pro-
viding too much service the first 
time," he said. "Once the issue is 
resolved, we'll do the best we can 
to provide good service for the 
students that are here." 

Mommy, look what I made at 
^.Coffeehouse! 

m 
- ••• ' 
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THE 

THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

NOV. 27, 2003. 

>1L# I Ft % 

p i c k s 
t o n i g h t 

SIAM IT 

The Rice Poetry Slam 

Team hosts Rice's regular 

rigmarole, along with a 

feature by Def Poetry Jam 

performer Amalia Ortiz 

and members of the 

Austin Slam team 

including Andy Buck, 

Genevieve Van Cleve and 

nationally ranked slam 

poet Da Shade 

Moonbeam. 

Sign-up and fea tures 

s ta r t at 7 : 3 0 p.m. wi th 

the Rice s lam to fol low. 

$ 3 wi th a Rice ID, 

$5 wi thout . Willy's Pub 

in the Student Center. 

t o n i g h t 

ETHICS FOR 
SALE 

Get primed for National 

Buy Nothing Day 

(Nov. 28) with Reverend 

Billy and The Church of 

Stop Shopping, a film 

about performance artist 

Reverend Billy (Bill Talen) 

and his anti-globalization 

crusade. The film, by 

Dietmar Post, shows 

several ofTalen's civil 

disobediences, including 

actions at Starbucks and 

Disney store locations. 

Tonight, 8 p.m. at the 

Aurora Picture Show, 

8 0 0 Aurora St. 

For more in format ion call 

(713) 8 6 8 - 2 1 0 1 . 

N o v . 2 7 

GIVING A HAND 

Hands Up Houston serves 

up a Thanksgiving special 

with Crooked Fingers and 

Azure Ray. 

The Proletar iat , 

9 0 3 Richmond Ave. 

For in format ion, go to 

www.handsuphouston.com. 

ICE 

Astute direction lets play skate over cracks in ice 
Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e r e is nothing quite like watch-
ing four men freeze to death onstage. 
In the Rice Players ' product ion of 
Ted Tally's Terra Nova, the audience 
witnesses the peril of Antarctic explo-
ration. While the physical harm this 
harsh world inflicts — frost bite, gan-
grene and blindness — is frightening 
enough, the play more thoroughly 
examines the psychological effects. 

'terra nova' 

% Hamman Hall 
Rating: * * * 1 / 2 

(out of f ive) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 
8 p.m. $5 students, $8 Rice 

faculty, staff and alumni, 
$10 general public. 

T h e play, astutely directed by 
Troy Scheid (Baker '02) chronic les 
the t rue story of Captain Robert Fal-
con Scott 's (Nick Collins Baker '00) 
expedition to the South Pole. Much 
of the action t akes place in the form 
of f lashbacks that occur dur ing the 
journey. As Scott and h i s men inch 
across the stark landscape, his wife 
Kathleen (Hanszen College senior 
Anna Cocheme) will en te r the s tage 
and start reciting a conversat ion that 
occurred m o n t h s prior. At m o m e n t s 
this effect is jar r ing and unwelcome, 
but th is uneven r h y t h m is a flaw in 
the play itself, not in th is product ion. 
Scheid does a c o m m e n d a b l e job in-
t e g r a t i n g t h e s e m o m e n t s a s 
smoothly as possible. 

In several ins tances t he se transi-
tions are brilliantly execu ted , mos t 
notably in the first s cene of ActTwo, 
which s tar ts with the men d res sed 
in tuxedos , at an e labora te d inner 
before the expedit ion. As they talk 

BEFORE NIGHT FALLS 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Kathleen (Hanszen College senior Anna Cocheme) relives moments with her husband Scott (Nick Collins (Baker '00)) 
who is away exploring the Antarctic. 

about the upcoming trip, they are 
t ranspor ted to a m o m e n t dur ing the 
journey. T h e chande l ie r s are pulled 
away, the l ighting g o e s f rom a warm 
red to a ha r sh blue, and the table-
cloth is removed to reveal the m e n ' s 
gea r fo r the journey. Whi le t h e o t h e r 
c h a r a c t e r s ex i t , S c o t t r e m a i n s 
ons t age , and c h a n g e s f rom h is tux-
edo to h i s heavy coat , scarf and 
h ik ing boo t s . It is an inc red ib le 
s e q u e n c e . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , m a n y of t h e 
show's o the r s cenes fail to g rab the 
audience as effectively as this one. 
T h i s is ano the r of the play's inher-
ent faults — the plot is slowly paced 

and h a s a tendency to drag. Thank-
fully, the re are some en ter ta in ing 
s u p p o r t i n g p e r f o r m a n c e s . M o s t 
wor thy of ment ion are Will Rice 
College sophomore Jacob Dicker-
man and Baker College senior Scott 
B a n k s as Birdie and Oates , two 
expedit ion m e m b e r s . Both ac to rs 
posses s impressive s tage p r e s e n c e 
and delivery. The i r constant bicker-
ing and quipping provide m u c h -
needed comic relief. 

C o l l i n s o v e r a c t s t h r o u g h o u t 
m u c h of the play in the lead role of 
Captain Scott. It certainly is a diffi-
cult role — Tally used many of the 
real Captain Scott 's diary en t r ies for 

dialogue. Given that Scott 's p rose is 
dry and flat, it is evidently difficult to 
liven it up without appear ing ver-
bose . While his delivery is often over-
the-top, Collins should be commended 
for his body language and movement. 
By the end of the show, the audience 
feels cold just looking at Collins. 
Greatly aiding this effect is the con-
stant soundtrack of wind and storm 
sounds that effectively evokes the 
t reacherous Arctic environment. 

Pe rhaps the show's mos t fully 
layered pe r fo rmance c o m e s from 
Mechanica l Eng ineer ing and Mate-
r ial S c i e n c e s g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t 

See ICE, Page 11 

'Night of Scenes' offers uneven mix of humor and drama 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

T h e tone of J o n e s College 's Night 
of Scenes is set r ight f rom the start: 
Two cockroaches named Stew and 
Joe (Jones sen iors Pe te r Lee and 
Matt Tramel) , d re s sed in black out-
fits with blue sashes , c l imb onto an 
empty black s tage and begin dis-
cuss ing the vir tues of bare-bones , 
non-profit thea te r — which is, in a 
nutshell , precisely what the produc-
tion is about. 

'night of scenes' 

Jones College 
Rating: 

(out of five) 

Tonight at 9 p.m., and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. 

Free. 

As producer -coord ina to r Cielo 
Contreras , a J o n e s junior , s ta tes in 
the p rogram notes, the sole point of 
Night of Scenes is acting. Unaided 
(or unburdened , depend ing on how 
you look at it) by cos tumes , p rops or 
sets, 10 self-directing cas t m e m b e r s 
take tu rns per forming ei ther one-
act plays or s cenes f rom full-length 
product ions. In addition to putt ing 

l e s s p r e s s u r e on 
the per formers , the 
s t ruc tu re offers an 
u n u s u a l oppor tu -
nity for the audi-
e n c e to s a m p l e 
different tones and 
gen res . 

T h e t r a d e - o f f , 
of c o u r s e , is tha t 
i t 's h a r d e r for an 
a u d i e n c e to b e -

_ _ _ , „ copie^yIfyj v 

scene than with a full-length play. 
Th i s problem isn't too severe dur ing 
the longer scenes , but o ther selec-
tions a re over so quickly we end up 
feeling chea ted . 

Cer ta in ly no o n e can compla in 
about lack of var ie ty in Night of 
Scenes. S o m e p i e c e s a r e l ight-
h e a r t e d a n d f u n n y , s o m e a r e 
s tudies in black humor , some are 
depress ing , and one (a selection 
from Feder ico Garcia Lorca 's Bodas 
de Sangre) is entirely in Spanish. 

Contreras has judiciously chosen 
to make bookends of the program 
with two comical scenes. One, the 
a fo remen t ioned cockroach scene 
("Joe and Stew's Theat re of Brotherly 
Love and Financial Succes s " by 
Jacquelyn Reingold), speculates on 
how cockroaches would sustain the 
performing arts if the human race 
were obliterated in a nuclear blast. 

The trade-off, of 
course, is that it's 
harder for an 
audience to 
become fully 
INVOLVED with an 
individual scene 
than with a full-
length play. 

The o ther comic scene, David 
Ives's one-act "Sure Thing," features 
Jones f reshmen Carla Martinez and 
Austin Robertsas two strangers whose 
flirtation is interrupted by an offstage 
bell whenever one of them makes a 
mistake. Both scenes are cute, well-
'actqj^ ajid ^eqs^n^blx »wejl-written, 
i ' ' . . . . 

PETER LEE/THRESHER 

Jones College freshman Carla Martinez eyes a stranger in Sure Thing.' 

though both pieces tend to wink at the 
audience more than necessary (plus, 
Ives's bell gimmick is ultimately more 
annoying than amusing). 

T h e o the r six s c e n e s are all com-
petently per formed, but the quality 
of the writing is wildly uneven . T h e 
best-acted, best-written s c e n e in the 
show is f rom pre- 9 /11 Assassins and 
fea tures Jones senior Amanda Brock 

as Sam "Fuck Me, Fuck You" Byck, 
w h o delivers a scathing mono logue 
on government gone bad as he plots 
to c rash a 747 into the Whi te House 
("It's gonna m a k e the neeeeews!" 
Sam sings in an incongruously play-
ful voice). Brock 's pe r fo rmance is 
s m a r t and savage ; s h e s imul ta-
neously communica tes disillusion-

See SCENES, Page 11 

http://www.handsuphouston.com
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Crowe 'Master and Commander' 
of the high seas in new naval epic 
Melissa Bailey 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In Master and Commander The 
Far Side of the World, the British 
Empire once again battles an elusive 
ship first glimpsed through a dense 
fog, while heroes again brandish their 
swords and prove their valor, as they 
did in Pirates of the Caribbean: Vie 
Curse of the Black Pearl. 

'master and 
commander' 

in theaters 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

KATIE STRE IT/THRESHER 

Turning the screws... 
The governess (Christin Davis (Brown '03)) holds Miles (Hanszen 
College junior Claire Scheid) in her arms after performing an exorcism 
on him in Turn of the Screw. The play is a project of Tangent 
Productions, hosted by the Rice Players. It is showing Monday Dec. 1 
at 9:30 p.m. and Dec. 2 & 3 at 8 p.m. at Hamman Hall. 

Movie Extras/ 
Models i\fcfcdcd 

For local casting calls, 
no experience or age required. 

EARN UP TO $200/DAY. 

1-888-820-01667 

Master and Commander, star-
ring Gladiator's Russell Crowe, 
may well prove to be the best in a 
series of fdms this year that cel-
ebrate courage and military honor. 
A mix of action, humor, pathos and 
exuberance , Master and Com-
mander has an intense historical 
atmosphere and a uniquely rivet-
ing power. 

Based on a series of books by 
Patrick O'Brian, the story traces the 
adventures of Jack Aubrey (Crowe), a 
British naval officer and captain of the 
H.M.S. Surprise, who fights for the 
glory of Britain in the early 19th cen-
tury. In Master and Commander, 
Aubrey becomes obsessed with 
defeating the French warship 
Acheron, which attacked the Surprise 
in the film's opening scene. The 
Acheron — faster than the Surprise, 
with more advanced technology and 
capabilities — is a formidable oppo-
nent, but Aubrey cannot stomach the 

F R E E T A P I O C A B A t L Z I I 

Coffee 

Smoothie* 

WE ALSO CAR.RY 
ASIAN SNACKS!! 

OPEN TllfL MIDNIGHT THURS-SAT 

2 4 3 5 T i m e s B l u d 

H o u s t o n . T X m O O S 

1 I 3 . 5 2 8 . 5 5 9 S 

C ? 
p| FREE 

Coming s o o n 

Beign&ts!! 

v . f 5 | 

wireless NetHwrlc and Klosfcs 
C ? 

COURTESY 20TH CENTURY FOX 

Russell Crowe chases glory and vengeance across the ocean as the British 
naval captain "Lucky" Jack Aubrey. 

thought of defeat. Trained under Lord 
Nelson, the captain lives and breathes 
the glory of patriotism, honor and 
dignity, even to the point of folly. 

O'Brian's books take place dur-
ing the War of 1812, and in them, 
Aubrey chases an American ship; 
the movie version shifts the action 
back six years (to 1806) and switches 
the enemy to Napoleonic France. 
The changes in setting and oppo-
nent make the stoiy more palatable 
to American audiences, although 
director Peter Weir does not claim 
this was his intention. Whatever his 
reasons, the switch does little to 
alter the story, as the French ship 
Acheron remains a kind of phantom 
throughout most of the film, always 
a little ahead of the Surprise, 
wreathed in fog or lost in storm. If it 
weren't for a few rallying battle cries 
("Do you want your children grow-
ing up to sing the Marseillaise?') 
you would hardly know the enemy 
ship was French. 

In fact, though war forms the 
movie's backdrop and military 
valor is its moral universe, the 
struggle between the Surprise and 
the Acheron does not feel like 
the movie's main focus. Although 
the battles scenes are riveting, 
the most compelling aspects of the 
movie emerge from the interac-
tions between the ship's captain 
and h i s men , the t e n s i o n s , 
struggles and superstitions of life 
on the Surprise. 

This ship is a world unto itself, a 
small piece of England (as Aubrey 
reminds his men), and we are made 
to feel the cold snow or the blister-
ing heat endured by the sailors, the 
claustrophobia of life on a wooden 
ship coupled with the empty isola-
tion of the open sea, the eerie 
boredom of being becalmed in still 
waters for countless days. Wounds 
and surgical operat ions — the 
removal of a bullet and the amputa-
tion of an arm, for example — are 
depicted in graphic detail. Biscuits 
have weevils, disobedient crew 
members are whipped and women 
are almost completely absent. 

Even with a few implausibilities, 
Master and Commander vividly and 
skillfully recreates a specific histori-
cal moment. Ratherthan simply dress-
ing modern sensibilities and plotlines 
up in period costumes like so many 
historical films, the movie subtly and 
insistently subjectsyou to the rhythms 

of another time. Crowe's command-
ing presence forms the underlying 
glue of a plot that often feels episodic. 

We grow to know individual 
characters well, from the ship's 
naturalist and surgeon Dr. Stephen 
Maturin (Paul Bettany, an excel-
lent foil for Crowe in this film as he 
was in A Beautiful Mind), to the 
young Blakeney (newcomer Max 
Pirkis), who loses an arm, to 
Hollum (EverAfters Lee Ingleby), 
a nervous and awkward midship-
man who lacks the forceful per-
sonality necessary for command. 
The camaraderie between the men, 
the f r i endsh ip of Aubrey and 
Maturin (who play duets on the 
violin and cello after dinner), the 
precarious balance of power and 
personality on the ship — these 
interactions keep the audience in-
vested and wanting to follow the 
adventure for as long as possible. 

An intimate style of filming shows 
a refreshing lack of pomp and 
circumstance. The camera lingers 
on actors' faces, characters talk and 
murmur rather than declaim, while 
the musical score is unobtrusive and 
unpretentious. Throughout most of 
the opening battle scene, the only 
sounds are the crashing of cannons, 
the splintering of wood and the cries 
and shouts of the men. When the 
music does come, it enhances 
ra ther than overwhe lms the 
action — pounding drums echoing 
cannon fire for the battle scenes, 
Mozart and Bach for the lonely days 
and nights on the open sea. 

Historical and literary allusions 
are scattered lightly throughout the 
film. Maturin longs to stop at the 
Galapagos Islands (explored, about 
30 years later, by Charles Darwin); 
the a t tempted shoot ing of an 
albatross brings bad luck; and the 
tragic death of an officer echoes the 
biblical story of Jonah and the whale 
Frequent discussion of the legend-
ary Ix)rd Nelson, along with an 
unwavering respect for valor, 
hierarchy and the mystique of the 
captain give the movie a certain 
sense of grandeur, the melancholy 
glory of a now-faded empire. 

Master and Commander asks for 
no moral judgments from its audi-
ence, and this is one of its greatest 
strengths. A powerful evocation of 
history and an immensely entertain-
ing story, the movie offers an expe-
rience of pure enjoyment. 



Exploring dramatic territory 
THE RICE THRESHER ARTS ft ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21,2003 11 

ICE, from Page 9 
Victor Udoewa, whose role as Nor-
wegian Roald Amundsen, the man 
racing Scott's team to the pole, works 
on many levels. Udoewa's undeni-
able charisma is certainly appealing 
and keeps the audience captivated 
during some of the show's lengthier 
scenes. Over the course of the show, 
Amundsen's role shifts from Scott's 
counterpart and adversary to con-
science. It is a jewel of a role, and 
Udoewa does wonders in the part. 

The set for the show is appropri-
ately sparse: a plain white backdrop 
with a large, tangled piece of plastic 
sheeting hanging from the rafters, 
which cuts into the stark back-
ground. Without this most unique 
piece, the set would be bare; with 
anything more, it would be too 
crowded. Set designer Hanszen Col-
lege junior Julia Hager smartly chose 
this minimalist approach — there is 

really no other way to convey the 
barren, frozen landscape. 

The show's lighting design by 
Will Rice College senior Ian Garrett 
also catches the audience's eye. 
Throughout both acts, the lighting 
shifts with the scenes' tone and ac-
tion. It is most impressive when Scott 
and his crew view the Southern 
Lights for the first time. Here, bright 
greens, pinks and blue lights illumi-
nate the stage. Progressively, as the 
exp lore rs ' fa tes become more 
apparent, the bright colors fade to 
pale in the background, and they 
eventually end in stark whiteness. 

This production of Terra Nova suf-
fers as most productions of Terra Nova 
inevitably will. The play is too dense 
and slowly paced to adequately enter-
tain an audience. Nevertheless, this 
production offers exceptional techni-
cal merits, notable performances and 
inspired direction. 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Not bound by fashion 
Lovett College senior Leesie Pool won first prize in Chop Shop, 
sponsored by the Visual Arts Department, for her reconstruction of 
arts@rice T-shirts into a functional corset. 

Short scenes lack development 
SCENES, from Page 9 
ment, irony, muted amusement and 
self-loathing as she mourns her loss 
of faith in the nation's leaders. Be-
tween the nuances of Brock's acting 
and the intelligence of the writing, 
this scene commands our attention 
from beginning to end. 

The other standout performance 
in Night of Scenes comes from Wiess 
College freshman I>eslie Guevara, 
who plays I N o v i a in an affecting 
excerpt from Hodas de Sangre. Kneel-
ing before the audience, shaking 
with sobs, Guevara makes I.a Novia's 
anguish so immediate and palpable 
that even those of us who aren't 
fluent in Spanish (myself included) 
cannot help but be shaken by the 
power of her performance. 

T h e o t h e r scenes , unfor tu-
nately, don't fare quite as well. In 
some cases, like the excerpts from 
Neil Simon's Prisoner of Second 
Avenue and Bruce Kane's Oppo-
sites Attract, the combination of 
mediocre writing and unappealing 
characters drains much of the en-
ergy from the room, to the point 

where even some of the actors 
seem tired and unenthusiast ic. 
Other scenes, while well-written, 
are so brief we don't get a chance 
to identify with potentially inter-
esting characters, such as the self-
hating Stella (Guevara) in Anthony 
Minghella's Whale Music and the 
overworked wife (Jones senior 
Amira Wizig) in Franca Rame and 
Dario Fo's Waking Up. 

So, is Night of Scenes worth see-
ing? I would say yes, both because it 
features some good scenes and be-
cause I got a taste of some works 
that were unfamiliar to me. After 
seeing the excerpt from Whale 
Music, for instance, I found myself 
thinking I would like to see the rest 
of that play sometime. For me, any 
production that makes me more in-
terested in theater has succeeded in 
at least one of its tasks. For that 
reason and others already men-
tioned, I think Night of Scenes is 
worth doing again in years to come. 
As it is, it's pretty good; with more 
discriminating scene selection in the 
future, it could be outstanding. 
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For annual checkups, birth control, emergency 
contraception, pregnancy testing and testing & 

treatment for sexuallv transmitted infections. 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood"! 
df Houston «>nd Southeast Texas, inc. P 

MENTAL Manivi'1 Alios 

COURTESY WARNER BROS 

Halle Berry stars as Miranda Grey, a psychiatrist gone crazy. 

Berry loses mind and viewers in 'Gothika' 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

Gothika is the latest in a long 
string of recent horror movies to 
employ the stubbornly pervasive 
strategy of obscuring terrible 
screenwriting with weirdly beau-
tiful cinematography. Call it the 
Alien? syndrome. What's amaz-
ing — and sad — is that so many 
talented directors are willing to 
attach themselves to such waste-
ful projects. 

'gothika' 

in theaters 
Rating: + + 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

In the case of Gothika, the slum-
ming director is Mathieu Kassovitz, 
for whom this movie represents a 
giant step down from his previous 
film, the equally absurd but well-
written The Crimson Rivers. 

Gothika stars Halle Berry as 
Miranda Grey, a prison psychia-
trist who treats her patients 
compassionately, but also with 
skep t i c i sm and condescen-
sion — not missed by an inmate 
named Chloe (Vanilla Sky's 
Penelope Cruz). 

While driving home in a tor-
rential storm, Miranda stops to 
help a distraught girl standing in 
the middle of the road. Without 
warning (apart from the heavy-
handed swelling of the back-
ground music to the three-digit 

decibel range), the girl changes into 
a fireball, and Miranda blacks out. 
Three days later, Miranda wakes up 
to find herself in prison, charged 
with murdering her husband Doug 
(Charles Dutton). 

Convinced of her innocence but 
unable to persuade her former 
colleagues, Miranda turns in despera-
tion to Chloe. This leads to revelations 
involving vengeful ghosts, dirty se-
crets, cryptic bloody messages on the 
wall and all that other standard horror 
stuff. The story also honors the tradi-
tion of the obligatory "BigTwist at the 
End," which in this case can be seen 
coming a mile away and is so jaw-
droppingly idiotic that I half expected 
to see the phrase "OH, COME ON" 
written in blood on the wall. 

All of this happens with suffi 
cient style that it takes a while to 
notice just how ridiculous the story 
is. Using blue filters, underlit interi-
ors and judicious camera angles, 
Kassovitz creates an atmosphere 
that fills us with anxiety and sets an 
appropriately funereal tone. One se-
quence in particular — a nighttime 
pursuit through the prison corridors 
that culminates in a nerve-wracking 
(albeit implausible) scene in a swim-
ming pool — is so expertly crafted 
that we find ourselves perversely 
wishing it would go on longer. 

The performances also redeem 
some of the screenplay's failings. For 
the most part. Berry plays Miranda 
convincingly enough, especially dur-
ing the frantic chase scenes. She suc-
ceeds in the crucial task of making us 
sympathize with Miranda. Cruz and 
Dutton are both adequate in their roles, 

though they have so little screen 
time that we don't really get a 
chance to care about them one 
way or the other. Robert Downey 
Jr. (Wonder Boys) alsodoesagood 
job as one of Miranda's colleag-
ues—aro le t l ^unfor tunate ly , 
tu rns out to be comple te ly 
superfluous. 

Newcomer Kathleen Mackey 
has a creepy supporting part as 
Rachel Parsons, whose ghost 
wants Miranda's help and, for 
some reason, thinks the best way 
to get it is to fling Miranda vio-
lently into the walls of a jail cell. 

The elements are in place for 
an effective gothic horror film, but 
screenwriter Stephen Gutierrez 
ultimately squanders them during 
the movie's final act, as the script 
rapidly degenerates with a series 
of developments that are initially 
sick, then finally, just plain stupid. 
I won't reveal exactly what hap-
pens, but I think one question 
looms large: Apart from Rachel's 
incongruously violenttreatment of 
the people whose aid she seeks, 
why, given her apparent omnipo-
tence, doesn't she simply tell 
Miranda what she wants? 

I guess what bothers me the 
most about this type of movie is 
the squandering of potential: 
There's so much room for imagi-
nation, but for some reason the 
imagination only asserts itself 
visually. Everything in Gothika, 
whether beautiful or revolting, is 
exquisitely shot. But in the ser-
vice of a story this mediocre, re-
ally, what's the point? 

'Rice Dance T'deatre 
presents 

STEPOPOLY 
When: November 13,14, 15, 21, & 22 

Where: Harjo Studio, Autry 

Time: 8:00 pm 

Reservations recommended. 
E-mail nishk@rice.edu or call 713.348.1856 

http://www.pphouston.org
mailto:nishk@rice.edu
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Esther Update! 

You will use the Esther system to register for classes for 
Spring 2004! 

All degree-seeking students, please note this important information. 

GOT REGISTRATION? 
Registration Checklist... 

0 I know my User ID and Login PIN to access the Esther system. 
If not, please contact rea(3)f ice.edu 

0 I have seen my academic advisor and received a PIN release form. I have received 
my Registration, Add/Drop PIN from my College Coordinator (undergrads only). 

Any questions, please contact aadvfyrice.edu 

0 I have planned my schedule and I have written down the 5-digit CRN that identifies each 
course I plan to take. 

0 I have planned for a few alternate selections, in the event that some of my course choices are 
not available. 

0 I have picked up a copy of the Special Registration Request form if I need to: 
• Designate a course Pass/Fail 
• Audit a course 

• Obtain the instructor's permission prior to registering for a course 

• Note: This form is currently available at the Office of the Registrar, and also at the Office of 
Academic Advising. It will be available for download within the next few days. 

REGISTRATION IS NOW 
OPEN 

TO ALL STUDENTS! 
Remember, all students are required to register for classes by November 23, 2003. Failure to do so 

will result in a $50 "Failure to Register" fee automatically being assessed to your account. 

This has been an exciting week! Thank you for your consideration as we implement the new system. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you encounter any challenges with the registration process. 

The Office of the Registrar 

\ \ H f \ ^ ' 
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Rice to host Miners in final home football game 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

After its win last week against 
Southern Methodist University, the 
football team hopes to capture an 
elusive consecutive victory tomor-
row, as Rice hosts the University of 
Texas-El Paso at Rice Stadium at 
2:30 p.m. The Owls (3-7) have not 
won consecutive games all season. 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL 
Record: 3-7 

WAC record: 3-3 (6th) 

Last week: Won 41-20 at 
home against Southern 
Methodist University. 

What made the difference: 
Tight end Ben Wiggins 
caught two touchdown 
passes, including an 82-yard 
reception to give the Owls an 
early lead. 

Up next: The Owls play their 
final home game of the 
season tomorrow at Rice 
Stadium against the 
University of Texas-El Paso 
(2-9, 1-5 WAC) at 2 :30 p.m. 

"We have excellent respect for 
UTEP," head coach Ken Hatfield 
said. "Looking at the fdms and 
knowing the history of our prior 
games, we certainly are going to 

prepare hard for them this week." 
UTEP earned that respect from 

the Owls after knocking off Rice last 
year 38-35 on a school-record 59-yard 
field goal. In their six game history, 
Rice and UTEP have split the series. 

"UTEP is a team you have to be 
ready for," Hatfield said. "We weren't 
ready for them last year, and they 
beat us 38-35." 

The Owl defense must control 
the passing-rushing combination of 
quarterback Jordan Palmer and run-
ning back Howard Jackson. Last 
week, Palmer threw for 172 yards 
and one touchdown, while Jackson 
added a touchdown on the ground in 
a losing effort to Boise State 51-21. 

"They can throw the ball, and they 
have tremendous speed at wideout," 
Hatfield said. "Jackson is a tough 
runner — in the open field, he can 
makeyou miss, which isreally tough." 

Rice's option offense should fare 
well against the UTEP defense, 
which ranks last in the Western Ath-
letic Conference in points allowed 
per game at 39.1. In the past three 
games, Rice has scored 121 points. 

"They are an attacking, aggressive 
defense," Hatfield said. "They all run 
to the football and play extremely hard. 
They can block kicks, which means 
you have to be alert on special teams." 

This game also marks the last 
home game of the year for the 
seniors on the team. Rice has 11 se-
niors on its roster, including veteran 
starters fullback Robbie Beck, quar-
terback Kyle Herm, offensive line-
men Ben Stephens and Chris 
DeMunbrun, defensive back Patrick 
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Senior fullback Robbie Beck tosses the football away after his 43-yard touchdown run gave Rice a 17-0 lead over 
SMU Saturday. Beck's two touchdown runs gave him 3 1 in his career, second-best in school history. 

Dendy and linebacker Jeff Vanover. 
"It will be a little bittersweet," 

Vanover said. "We've played a lot of 
games here, both good and bad. 
We've made a lot of big plays and 
made a lot of mistakes, as well. But 
that's part of it. It will be something 
that all of us seniors are going to 
miss. So we'll all want to go out and 
have our best showing." 

After four straight losses to begin 
the season, Hatfield said Rice's senior 

leadership has helped turn the season 
around to a more positive direction. 

"I think that anyone who has seen 
us these last four weeks would say 
that we've played as hard in that 
time as any group that's been here," 
Hatfield said. "It's a credit to our 
seniors. They've had a good, posi-
tive attitude and have influenced the 
young guys to play hard." 

Hatfield said he was impressed 
by his team's perseverance during 

the 1-6 start to the season. 
"We're still not dominant, be-

cause we could have won or lost all 
[of our last] four," Hatfield said. "This 
is a team that continues to fight, 
even though we hadn't won those 
games. It's a testament to their char-
acter, persistence and determina-
tion. It would have been easy to give 
up four weeks ago, but they didn't, 
and that's something that will stay 
with them for a lifetime." 

Owls finish sixth in region 
by Melissa Dominguez 

THRESHER STAFF 

In the last race of the season before 
the national championship meet, both 
the men's and women's cross country 
teams finished sixth at the NCAA South-
Central Regional Championships last 
Saturday in Waco. 

With Texas, Baylor and Arkansas tak-
ing the top three positions, respectively, 
in the women's race, the Owls finished the 
season falling short of their expectations 
of qualifying for Nationals. Rice totaled 
148 points, well behind the 66,68 and 70 of 
the top three finishers. 

7 wanted to qualify for 
nationals, but I missed that 
goal by three seconds. This 
just gives me more 
motivation and fires me up 
for track season.' 

— Steve Magness 
Freshman cross country runner 

Sophomore Kate Gorry was once again 
the top Owl finisher, completing the six-
kilometer course in a career-best time of 20 
minutes, 59 seconds, good enough for 
fourth place. Gorry also qualified for one of 
the four qualifying spots for the NCAA 
championship meet. Gorry becomes the 
first Owl to qualify for the national meet 
since Erin Brand (Baker '02) in 1998. The 
meet is scheduled to be held Monday in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

"She was only about 15 seconds behind 
the winner and finished strong," senior 
assistant women's track and field coach in 
charge of cross country Jim Bevan said. 

"She really came through with everything 
on the line. I am so proud of her determina-
tion and performance." 

The senior trio of Shannon Murto, 
Whitney McAlpine and Tanya Wright 
crossed the line next for the Owls, finishing 
in 33rd, 36th and 38th place, respectively. 

"[Murto] and [McAlpine] closed their 
Rice careers with their best races of the 
season," Bevan said. 

Despite not retaining the WAC title Nov. 1, 
Bevan said the team remains optimistic for 
the winter and spring track seasons. 

"As a team, we were seeded sixth, based 
on the rest of the season, and that's where 
we finished," Bevan said. "We are looking 
forward to using the hard training from 
crosscountry [for] better performances on 
the indoor track in the next semester." 

In the men's division, Arkansas and 
Texas A&M dominated the field, taking 
first and second place, respectively. 

The Owls were led, as they were for 
every race this season, by freshman Steve 
Magness, who finished the 10-kilometer 
course in 30:50 for an 1 lth-place finish, nar-
rowly missing the national championships. 

"I wanted to qualify for nationals, but I 
missed that goal by three seconds," Magness 
said. "This just gives me more motivation 
and fires me up for track season." 

Sophomore Marcel Hewamudalige 
crossed next for the Owls in 31:34, plac-
ing 20th. Junior Adam Davis finished 43rd 
in 32:28. 

"It went well, but we didn't totally ac-
complish our goals," Hewamudalige said. 
"Regardless, I think we all ran as hard as 
we could on the day, and we can't change 
the results." 

Freshman Ix'or Pantilat said that being 
a young team with no seniors, the Owls will 
return next year with more experience and 
new additions to the team to help improve 
in the future. 

"We look forward to being competitive in 
both our conference and regionals next year," 
Pantilat said. "Closer at hand, we are pumped 
to race well in indoor and outdoor track." 

Volleyball set for WAC tourney 
by Scott Selinger 

THRESHER STAFF 

The volleyball team takes its six-match win-
ning streak to Reno. Nev., this weekend, as the 
Owls square off against the University of Nevada 
tonight at 9:30 p.m. in the opening round of the 
Western Athletic Conference tournament. 

As the fifth seed, the Owls must overcome 
the odds against the host Wolf Pack, espe-
cially since Nevada won the only meeting 
between the two teams earlier in the season. 

"It's always difficult when you have to face 
a team at their home, especially in an environ-
ment like the WAC tournament," senior de-
fensive specialist Rhonda Sigman said. 
"Nevada's a really good team, and it'll be tough 
and really close, but we have to do it, so we're 
going to find a way." 

Rice brings a versatile squad to the floor 
this weekend. Junior Rebeca Pazo earned 
her third-straight first team all-conference 
honor last week and maintained her position 
as one of the nation's leaders in kills per 
game, ranking in the top 10 in the country the 
entire season. 

Junior Rebecca Kainz was named second 
team all-conference for the second year in a 

row for her proficiency in both blocking and 
hitting out of the middle. 

"Nevada's going to have the home court 
advantage," Kainz said. "But if we come out 
really strong and play with all of our intensity, 
we have a good chance to beat them." 

Adding strength to the middle-blocker posi-
tion is freshman Tessa Kuykendall, who in her 
rookie year has managed to lead the WAC in 
blocks per game. Sophomore Kristina Hoban 
has also stepped up this year, assuming a new 
role as both a setter and a leader on the court. 
Ranked 20th nationally in assists, Hoban has 
slowly brought up her level of play throughout 
the season and now seems comfortable with her 
position. That comfort has helped Rice improve 
during the season and approach its main goal. 

"One of our goals in the beginning was to 
get 21 victories, and right now we're at 19," 
said Sigman. "Going into the WAC tourna-
ment, we've got that extra incentive to push 
through the first round and achieve that goal." 

Although Rice's 19-9 record appears a suc-
cess, many of the losses could have been turned 
into wins if Rice had been able to convert at the 
key moment of the game. For example. Rice's 
3-2 loss against Southern Methodist University 

See VOIXEYBALL, Page 16 

W E E K L Y S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 
Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Saturday 11/22 2:30 p.m. 
3 /7 p.m. 

Saturday 11/29 7 p.m. 
Sunday 11/30 3:30 p.m. 
Wed. 12/3 7:35 p.m. 

Fri-Sat 12/5-6 5/7 p.m. 

Sunday 12/7 12 noon 

Football vs. UTEP (Rice Stadium) 
Powderpuff Semifinals (Powderpuff Field) 
3 — Wiess vs. Sid; 7 — Baker vs. Lovett 

Women's BBall vs. No. 10 LSU (Autry Court) 
Men's BBall vs. No. 17 Stanford (Autry Court) 
Men's BBall at UH (Hofheinz Pavilion) 
If you haven't hugged a golfer yet, here's another 

chance to check an item off our Top 10 list — it's all 

about road-tripping across town. 

Women's BBall Hackerman Invitational (Autry) 
Friday: 5 — Baylor-Eastern Kent.; 7 — Rice-SFA 

Saturday: 5 — Consolation; 7 — Championship 

Swimming vs. Kansas (Rice Pool) 
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..all Preview 
Men's basketball takes aim at WAC title, NCAA bid 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

F r e s h off its winningest season 
in 11 years , t he men ' s basketbal l 
t eam once again h a s its s ights set on 
the p rog ram ' s first trip to t h e NCAA 
tou rnamen t s ince 1970. 

The Owls haven't been 
to the NCAA 
tournament in 33 years, 
so this isn't exactly the 
safest pick in the world. 
But what the heck?' 

— Gregg Doyel 
Senior writer 

CBS SportsLine.com 

T h e Owls, 19-10 last year , re turn 
e i g h t l e t t e r - w i n n e r s f r o m l a s t 
y e a r ' s s q u a d , i n c l u d i n g t h r e e 
s ta r te r s — senior cen te r Yamar Di-
ene, senior point guard Rashid Smith 
and junior forward Jason McKrie th . 
Junior forward Michael Harr is , last 
yea r ' s sixth-man and team leader in 
poin ts and r ebounds , also r e t u r n s to 
h e l p lead the Owls' at tack. 

Smith, McKrie th , Harr i s and Di-
e n e will likely be joined in the start-
ing l ineup by s h a r p s h o o t i n g jun ior 
gua rd Brock Gillespie to form one 
of the mos t expe r i enced and explo-
sive l ineups in the W e s t e r n Athlet ic 
Confe rence . 

"The biggest s t r eng ths at this 
point, I think, are our ability to put 
points on the board and our experi-
e n c e with o u r u p p e r c l a s s m e n , " 
12th-year head coach Willis Wilson 
(Will Rice '82) said. "It's been a long 
t ime since we've been in a situation 
where we've had a veteran t eam like 
this one where the upperc lassmen 
are going to log major minutes ." 

O t h e r le t ter-winners r e tu rn ing 
from last year 's team include senior 
forward Christian Kollik, sophomore 
forward J.R. Harrison and sophomore 
forward Jamaal Moore, bes t known 
among Rice s tudents for shat ter ing 
the backboard during the slam-dunk 
contest at Halloween Hoops. 

They will be joined by four t rue 

f r e s h m e n in cen te r Greg Killings, 
forward Morr i s Almond and g u a r d s 
Jason Okrzesik and Lorenzo Will-
iams and sophomore forward Jason 
Br idges , a walk-on f rom t h e t rack 
and field team. Returning in the 
backcou r t a re junior g u a r d Walt 
Chancel lor , a t ransfer f r o m Wake 
Forest , and redshi r t f r e s h m a n guard 
Ar thur C u l v e r — b o t h squad players 
last season. 

"We do have some very talented 
y o u n g guys, so we do have s o m e 
depth , and the older guys a re able to 
show the younger guys how to do 
th ings ," Wilson said. "What we've 
tried to do in the preseason is mesh 
the young guys with the ve te rans 
and just try to ge t an overall level of 
confidence, and that 's one of the 
th ings I've been real pleased with so 
far. W e think we're supposed to win, 
and that 's the way it should be." 

Other WAC coaches have agreed, 
a s the Owls were picked to finish in 
s e c o n d p l ace in t h e p r e s e a s o n 
coaches ' poll behind Nevada. Rice 
w a s p icked to win t h e WAC by 
CBSSportsLine.com, and Harr is was 
picked as WAC Player of the Year by 
its senior writer Gregg Doyel. 

"The Owls haven't been to the 
NCAA tournament in 33 years, so 
this isn't exactly the safest pick in the 
world," Doyel wrote. "But what the 
heck? T h r e e s tar ters are back from 
last season 's 19-10 (11-7 WAC) club, 
and Harr is is good enough to start for 
most teams in the country, even if he 
doesn' t start for Rice. Has a sixth man 
ever won WAC player of the year? ... 
W e say it'll happen this season." 

Despi te the publicity, Harr i s said 
the Owls a re not reading too much 
into preseason predict ions. 

"Polls don' t mat te r to us ," Harr is 
said. "The polls had us picked sev-
enth last year. Really these polls have 
no th ing to do with on-court playing. 
T h e polls may have us picked sec-
ond and Nevada picked first, but you 
never know until Rice plays Nevada." 

One th ing the Owls do lack is 
size. With only th ree players taller 
t h a n 6-6 in t h e 6-9 D i e n e , t h e 
6-7 Kollik and the 6-10 Killings, they 
may have t rouble ma tch ing up with 
s o m e non-confe rence opponen t s , 
i n c l u d i n g na t iona l p o w e r h o u s e s 
Stanford and Connecticut . Accord-
ing to Wilson, the Owls will try to 
c o m p e n s a t e for he ight disadvan-
tages by utilizing the t eam's supe-
rior qu ickness and athleticism. 

Junior forward 
Michael Harris 
(33) shoots 
against 
sophomore 
forward J.R. 
Harrison (14) in 
Sunday's Blue-
Gray intrasquad 
scrimmage at 
Autry Court. 
Harris had 18 
points in a 
losing effort. 
Rice opens its 
season tonight 
against Idaho 
State in the BP 
Top of the World 
Classic in 
Fairbanks, 
Alaska. Rice's 
home opener at 
Autry Court is 
Nov. 30 against 
Stanford. 

T h e 6-6 Almond is already one of 
Rice's most versatile players and ha s 
the skills to play shoot ing guard or 
e i ther forward position. 

A l m o n d h a i l s f r o m P o w d e r 
Springs, Ga., an Atlanta s u b u r b not 
far f rom the h o m e of last year ' s point 
guard , Omar-Seli Mance (Baker '03). 

" [Mance], being from Atlanta like 
myself, is a big reason why I c a m e 
here , " Almond said. "He helped re-
cruit m e and showed m e a good 
t ime, and I hope this can be the start 
of an Atlanta to Houston pipeline." 

In addition to picking the Owls to 
finish second in t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 
WAC coaches also named Harr is to 
the preseason all-WAC first team 
and McKrie th to the second team. 
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I^astyear, Harris was in the top 12 
in the conference in several statisti-
cal categories, averaging 15.3 points, 
7.3 reboundsand0.9 b lockspergame 
while shooting 62.3 percent f rom the 
field and 75.8 percent from the free 
throw line. He led the conference 
and was fifth in the country in field 
goal percentage. He came off the 
bench the entire season, however, 
because his defensive abilities were 
not up to his offensive game. 

McKrieth is the most proven mem-
ber of the junior class and was also 
among WAC leaders in several cat-
egories, averaging 12.3 points, 3.3 as-
sists and 1.4 steals per game while 
g rabbing 4.3 rebounds per contest 
and shoot ing a conference-leading 

SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

85.1 percent from the free-throw line. 
McKrie th said individual accom-

p l i shments pale in compar ison to 
the t e am ' s goals. 

"I'm more of a team-first guy, so 1 
think individual accolades form with 
t h e t eam goals ," McKr ie th said. 
"Without u s winning or reaching our 
goals, I'm not really focused on that. 
Team-wise, our t eam goal is to win 
the WAC title, and that 's what I think 
everyone ' s goal is across the board ." 

As long as the Owls stick to their 
g a m e of up-tempo, aggressive bas-
ketball. Rice's 33-year NCAA tourna-
ment drought could be over in March. 

"The phrase that we like to u se is 
'Do what we do, '" Wilson said. "If we 
do what we do, then we'll be fine." 

Owls to host top-ranked UConn Jan. 2 
Mens basketball opens tonight in Alaska at Top of the World Classic 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

Rice ' s h o m e n o n - c o n f e r e n c e 
schedule in 2003-'04 may be tough, 
but the Owls' mos t difficult chal-
lenge could be surviving the cold 
th is weekend in Fai rbanks , Alaska, 
for the BP Top of the World Classic. 

T h e tou rnamen t also includes the 
hos t University of Alaska-Fairbanks, 
Idaho State University, Binghamton, 
S t . M a r y ' s , V i r g i n i a M i l i t a r y 
Ins t i tu te , Texas-San Anton io and 
W a s h i n g t o n S t a t e . R ice o p e n s 
tonight against Idaho State and will 
face ei ther Binghamton or St. Mary ' s 
t o m o r r o w b e f o r e c o n c l u d i n g t h e 
tournament Sunday. T h e Alaska trip, 
with predicted high t e m p e r a t u r e s 
a s low a s seven d e g r e e s Fahrenhe i t , 
is jus t the beg inning of one of the 
mos t chal lenging schedu le s head 
coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) 
h a s a s sembled in recent years . 

"We're going up the re to win this 
thing, and when you go that far away 
f rom home, and you're playing in a 
tournament like this early in the sea-
son, really it's anybody's tournament , 
and anybody can win it," Wilson said. 
"We're going to have some distrac-
tions, but the bottom line is that 
when we suit up to play we need to 
stay focused and take care of our 
business ." 

T h e compet i t ion in Alaska is 
weaker than Rice's Wes te rn Athletic 
Confe rence opponents , but Wilson 
said the learning experience will help 
the team grow. 

"I really believe in travel, and I 
think seeing things that you've never 
seen before s t imulates you intellec-
tually," Wilson said. "Somet imes 
when we travel as far as a place like 
Fai rbanks , Alaska, you really have 
to s t re tch yourself and mentally and 
emotional ly focus on the task at 
hand." 

Rice's toughes t road tes t s in the 
non-conference schedule are in early 
D e c e m b e r a g a i n s t H o u s t o n and 
Tulane , but the g lamour match-ups 
a re at Autry Court . 

'We watched UConn on 
TV, and the attitude 
was, "Yeah, we're 
gonna beat them."' 

— Brock Gillespie 
Junior guard 

T h e Owls open at h o m e against 
17th-ranked Stanford Nov. 30 and 
will host a g a m e in FSPN ' s Bracket 
Bus te r event Feb. 21 agains t an 
NCAA tournament bubble team to 

See SCHEDULE, Page 18 

2003-'04 MEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 

November 
21 Idaho State* 22 Fresno State (WAC) 
22 TBD* 24 Nevada (WAC) 
23 TBD* 28 Hawaii (WAC) 
30 Stanford 3 1 San Jose State (WAC) 

December February 
3 Houston 5 UTEP (WAC) 
6 Tulane 7 Boise State (WAC) 
18 Lamar 14 Tulsa (WAC) 
20 UT-Pan American 18 Nevada (WAC) 
22 Navy 2 1 ESPN Bracket Buster 
30 Dallas (D-lll) 23 Fresno State (WAC) 

27 San Jose State (WAC) 
January 29 at Hawaii (WAC) 
2 Connecticut 
5 Louisiana Tech (WAC) March 
8 Boise State (WAC) 4 Louisiana Tech (WAC) 
10 UTEP (WAC) 6 SMU (WAC) 
17 Tulsa (WAC) 9-13 WAC Tournament 
20 SMU (WAC) (Fresno, Calif.) 

* Top of the World Classic (Fairbanks, Alaska) 
(WAC) denotes a Western Athletic Conference game 
BOLD denotes a home game at Autry Court 
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by Amber Obermeyer 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Head coach Cristy McKinney has 
put together an ambitious schedule 
for the 2()()3-'04 season to prepare 
the Lady Owls for a run at the NCAA 
tournament. 

"[The schedule] gives usachance 
to compare ourselves with some of 
the best teams in the country and 
see where we are," McKinney said. 

Rice will play four games against 
teams ranked in the nation's top 12 
in the USA Today/ESPN preseason 
coaches' poll. The I^ady Owls will 
also face four of the 30 preseason 
candidates for the Naismith National 
Player of the Year Award. 

Rice opens the season tonight on 
the road at Kent State University be-
fore facing the University of Arkansas 
and senior forward Shameka Christon, 
one of the Naismith candidates, Mon-
day night in Fayetteville, Ark. The 
I^dy Razorbacks were among teams 
receiving votes in the 25-team coaches' 
poll. Senior guard I jndsey Maynard 
said the bottom line in the first two 
games will be results. 

"We're just excited about our first 
two games," Maynard said. "(WeJ've 
just got to come out, show what | we) 've 
been working on, do our thing and try 
to come home with some wins." 

After Arkansas, two top-10 teams 
will visit Autry Court. No. 10 LSU 
and Naismith candidate Temeka 
Johnson come to Rice Nov. 29, and 
the Lady Owls host No. 7 Stanford 
and Naismith candidate Nicole 
Powell Dec. 18. McKinney said win-
ning either game could propel Rice 
to a strong season. 

"A win early against one of those 
opponents—that [would) do nothing 
but help our confidence and convince 
us that we do have the talent and 
ability to match up," McKinney said. 

Maynard said playing such tough 
opposition with the home-court ad-
vantage will give Rice a better chance. 

"Every year, we have big mar-

quee games, but usually we play at 
those places," Maynard said. "Re-
gardless of how many people are 
here, we know Autry Court, and we 
know we can win on Autry Court. 
That makes us feel comfortable." 

'Regardless of how 

many people are here, 

we know Autry Court, 

and we know we can 

win on Autry Court.' 
— Iindsey Maynard 

Senior forward 

Rice's non-conference schedule is 
strong, and McKinney said it will help 
Rice prepare for the Western Athletic 

2003-'04 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
November 22 Fresno State (WAC) 
2 1 Kent State 24 Nevada (WAC) 
24 Arkansas 29 Hawaii (WAC) 
29 LSU 3 1 San Jose State (WAC) 

December February 
1 Texas State 5 UTEP (WAC) 
5 Stephen F. Austin* 7 Boise State (WAC) 
6 Baylor/EKU* 14 Tulsa (WAC) 
18 Stanford 19 Nevada (WAC) 
2 1 Sam Houston State 2 1 Fresno State (WAC) 
30 Nebraska 26 San Jose State (WAC) 

28 Hawaii (WAC) 
January 
3 SMU (WAC) March 
5 Louisiana Tech (WAC) 4 Louisiana Tech (WAC) 
8 Boise State (WAC) 6 SMU (WAC) 
10 UTEP (WAC) 9-13 WAC Tournament 
17 Tulsa (WAC) (Fresno, Calif.) 

Lady Owls relying 
on depth, skill inside 

Freshman point guard Krystal Frazier drives against a Houston Jaguars defender in Saturday's exhibition game at 
Autry Court. Rice won 87-65 and opens its season tonight on the road against Kent State. The Lady Owls' home 
opener is Nov. 29 against lOth-ranked LSU. 

Ranked opponents highlight 2003-'04 schedule 
Lady Owls welcome LSU, Stanford, rival La. Tech to Autry Court 

Conference schedule, which has more 
parity than in past seasons. 

"The conference has gotten much 
tougher [ and ] much more balanced," 
McKinney said. "We've still got Loui-
siana Tech, who's a top-10 team. We'll 
face two other top-10 teams in the 
non-conference, which will definitely 
help us get ready for them." 

The I.adyTechsters will visit Autry 
Court Jan. 5, and Rice will make the 
return trip to Ruston, Î a., Mar. 4. 

McKinney said Tulsa and SMU 
are especially difficult places to play 
and cited Fresno State and UTEP 
as improved s q u a d s . Whi le 
c o n f e r e n c e play is the mos t 
important part of the season, the 
non-conference schedule could tip 
the scales in favor of an at-large bid 
to the NCAA tournament. 

"The schedule will allow us to get 
an at-large bid if we get a couple of 
quality wins," McKinney said. "I 
think that's very possible." 

* Gene Hackerman Rice Invitational 
(WAC) denotes a Western Athletic Conference game 
BOLD denotes a home game at Autry Court 

by Amber Obermeyer 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Coming off of a season marred by 
distraction and disappointment, the 
women's basketball team is ready to 
strike back. The Lady Owls started 
the 2002-'03 season 6-10 but won 
nine of their next 11 games to earn 
the second seed for the Western 
Athletic Conference tournament. 

'One strength that's 

really showing up is 

our depth. We're at 

least two players deep 

at every position 
— Cristy McKinney 

Head women's basketball coach 

Rice's strong finish last season 
gives the Lady Owls momentum 
heading into the 2003-'04 campaign, 
and Rice returns four starters, nine 
letterwinners and seven of its top 
eight scorers to the court. Senior 
center Johnetta Hayes leads the way 
after leading Rice with 12.9 points 
per game and eight rebounds per 
game on her way to being named 
first-team all-WAC last season. 

Joining the 6-foot-4 Hayes in the 
paint are 6-2 senior Elisa Inman, 
6-2 junior Michelle Woods, 6-2 jun-
ior Annie Peck and 6-2 redshirt fresh-
man Lauren Neaves. Inman, how-
ever, shattered her right index fin-
ger in an exhibition game against 
the Houston Jaguars Saturday and 
will miss the first six to eight weeks 
of the season. Head coach Cristy 
McKinney said Rice's depth will be 
tested. 

"One strength right now that's 
really showing up is our depth," 
McKinney said. "We're at least two 
[players] deep at every position. 
We're going to miss [Inman], but at 
least we do have some depth at that 
position to start with." 

Hayes, still not at full strength 
herself after having arthroscopic 
knee surgery in the off-season, also 
said the other post players will be 
able to fill in for Inman. 

"We're really going to miss 
[Inman ], but we have so much depth 
to where I don't think it's really go-
ing to affect us game-wise," Hayes 
said. "We have Neaves, who's play-
ing awesome ... and Peck and 
Woods, who are letter-winners and 
have had a lot of experience." 

Rice has depth in the backcourt 
as well, despite the loss of last year's 
undisputed team leader, point guard 
Kim Ixiwson (Hanszen *03). Senior 
Kate Beckler, junior Eshombi Single-
ton, sophomore Lattice Elder and 
freshman Krystal Frazier all expect 
to see time at point guard, but senior 
guard Lindsey Maynard said none 
has been able to separate herself 
from the rest. 

"We've got four equally talented 
point guards," Maynard said. 

"Right now, it's a struggle be-
cause you want to have one ... lead-
ing on the court, but we really 
feel that until somebody stands 
out — showing that they're above 
and beyond — we might as well 
share the position." 

While the veteran Beckler and 
freshman Frazier are more offen-
sive players, Singleton has the best 

ballhandling skills, and Elder is the 
toughest on defense, Maynard and 
Hayes said. 

McKinney said all four could see 
time as their strengths dictated. 

'They're all different — they all 
play different," McKinney said. 
"They all bring different things to 
the table, and right now, it looks like 
they're all going to play some." 

Sophomore guards Rosyland 
Jeffries and Amber Cunningham 
will also see extensive time at shoot-
ing g u a r d , and C u n n i n g h a m 
brought the student crowd to its 
feet in Saturday's exhibition game 
with a dazzling reverse lay-up after 
a superb pass from Frazier. 

Despite the depth, which also 
inc ludes f r e shman forward 
Samantha Stovall in a rotation that 
could include all 13 players , 
McKinney said the Lady Owls have 
room for improvement. 

"From a year ago, we've got to 
see improvement in our perimeter 
play," McKinney said. "We have the 
players who are very capable of do-
ing that, but we're a little inexperi-
enced on the perimeter. Maynard 
brings back a lot of experience, but 
other than that, we're inexperi-
enced." 

Despi te the inexper ience , 
Maynard said Rice expects to make 
its first NCAA tournament bid since 
cu r r en t WNBA forward Maria 
Brumfield (Sid '00) led Rice to a first-
round upset win over UC-Santa Bar-
bara in 2000. 

AT A GLANCE 
2002- 03 record: 15-13 

WAC record: 10-6 (Tied-2nd) 

Postseason: Lost 58-55 
in f irst round of WAC 
tournament to seventh-
seeded SMU. 

Key losses: G Kim Lawson. 
G Kara Liggett. G Starla 
James, F Aarika Florus. 

Top newcomers: 
RS Fr. C Lauren Neaves, Fr. 
G Krystal Frazier, Fr. F 
Samantha Stovall. 

Head coach: 
Cristy McKinney (170-120 
in 10 years at Rice). 

"We see [our depth] taking us 
pretty far this season, because a lot 
of times with basketball, injuries, 
fatigue — that makes a lot of teams 
lose," Maynard said. 

Rice was disappointed last year 
to miss the postseason altogether 
after opening the season ranked 
23rd nationally by Street & Smith's 
basketball magazine. The Lady 
Owls were blown out in early losses 
to Colorado and Nebraska but 
came back with a torrid finish to • 
r ek ind le National Invitat ional 
Tournament hopes. 

Seventh-seeded SMU ended 
Rice's hopes with a first-round upset 
in the WAC tournament, the biggest 
upset in the tournament's 13-year 
history based on seeding. The Lady 
Owls hope this season has a differ-
ent ending, and they plan to chal-
lenge WAC favorite and national 
power Louisiana Tech University 
near the top of the conference stand-
ings. In the preseason coaches' poll. 
Rice was ranked second behind only 
La. Tech. 
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by Dylan Hedrick 

Barring the biggest miracle in col-
lege football history, Southern Meth-
odist University will go winless this 
season—and the Mustangs have the 
Rice football team to "thank" for it. 

The Mustangs (0-11, 0-8 WAC) 
face unbeaten and lOth-rankedTCU 
Nov. 29 in their final game after los-
ing 41-20 to Rice Saturday at Ford 
Stadium in Dallas. The victory was 
Rice's first road win of the year. 

"It's a great feeling," senior line-
backer Jeff Vanover said. "It was 
something we hadn't done — win-
ning on their campus. We'd talked 
about being the first group to do that 
[in some time]." 

'For [Ben Wiggins] to 
have the game he had 
on a clay when we 
needed him — he 
showed that he's a 
football player.' 

— Ken Hatfield 
Football head coach 

SMU put together a surprising 
drive on its first possession, march-
ing down to Rice's four-yard line, 
before facing fourth-and-two. The 
Mustangs lined up for what was sup-
posed to be a fake field goal, but a 
bad snap caused holder Tate Wallis 
to lose control of the ball as sopho-
more linebacker John Syptak rushed 
in and pounced on the loose ball. 

SMU continued to take the initia-
tive in the game, holding Rice for 
four yards on its first two plays, but 
the Owls took over on third-and-six. 
Senior quarterback Kyle Herm un-
loaded for an 82-yard touchdown 
completion to junior tight end Ben 
Wiggins down the right side line. 
After catching the ball. Wiggins, also 
a hurdler on the men's track and 
field team, simply outran the SMU 
safety to the end zone. 

"For him to have the game he 
had, on a day when we needed 
him — he showed that he's a football 
player," head coach Ken Hatfield 
said. "He's a football player who runs 

track, not a track runner who plays 
football. I think there's a big differ-
ence. He's a guy who could have quit 
football and gone back to track and 
had instant success, but he's a guy 
who loves playing football." 

The 82-yard touchdown was the 
second-longest passing play in school 
history, four yards shorter than the 
record 86-yard touchdown pass from 
Kerry Overton (Wiess '87) to Elliston 
Stinson against Air Force in 1985. 

After a three-and-out series by the 
Mustangs, Wee then moved 31 yards 
in 12 plays to set up a 44-yard field 
goal by sophomore kicker Brennan 
Landry. The field goal was the long-
est of Landry's career, topping his 
41-yarder lastyear. also against SMU. 

On the Owls' next series, rushes 
of 11 and 10 yards by sophomore 
halfback Thomas I.ott and Herm, 
respectively, set up another touch-
down pass to Wiggins, this time from 
43 yards out. Wiggins finished with 
three receptions for 168 yards and 
two touchdowns — the first two of 
his college career. The 168 receiv-
ing yards is also a Rice record for a 
tight end and ranks fourth all-time in 
receiving yards in a game. For his 
efforts, Wiggins was named West-
ern Athletic Conference Offensive 
Player of the Week. 

"He's a great story — coming to 
Rice on a track scholarship and then 
giving that up for a chance to play 
football," Hatfield said. "I sat with him 
[over two years ago] and told him, 'I 
can't guarantee you a spot on the foot-
ball team and I can't pay your way."' 

Wiggins is the second former 
track athlete this year to make a ma-
jor impact in a non-track sport at Rice 
after Jeff Jorgensen (Jones'03) started 
in center field for the baseball team. 
Track athletes have also overlapped 
with the soccer team, and sophomore 
Jason Bridges switched from track to 
basketball this season. Like 
Jorgensen and Bridges, Wiggins was 
not on scholarship after initially 
switching teams, but Hatfield said he 
earned a scholarship last year. 

"He came out determined to play, 
and every day he would stay after 
practice, by himself, and work on 
getting better. He's stayed every day, 
and he's been doing it for two years 
now. This year, he did such a good 
job in the spring with the things he 
was doing, we finally decided to put 
him on scholarship. Hp's done ev-
erything we asked him to do—block, 
catch, or just fill in any role." 

KATIE STREIT THRESHER 

Junior tight end Ben Wiggins (82) holds the Mayor's Cup in celebration of Rice's 41-20 victory over Southern 
Methodist University Saturday in Dallas. Wiggins caught two touchdown passes and had 168 receiving yards, earning 
the title Western Athletic Conference Offensive Player of the Week for his efforts. 

Down by 17points, SMU started a 
comeback late in the second quarter 
with a 43-yard screen pass from quar-
terback Chris Phillips to running back 
Keylon Kincade. Rice was forced to 
punt on its next possession, allowing 
SMU one more scoring opportunity 
before the end of the half, but kicker 
Chris McMurtray's attempt at the 
end of the half was blocked by junior 
defensive back Terry Holley, who 
later had an interception. 

"I think the keys to the SMU 
game were: one — our first stop on 
their first drive," Hatfield said. "That 
gave us a spark. Two — before the 
half, Terry Holley blocked a field 
goal. Things would have turned 
around if he hadn't." 

In the second half. Rice extended 
its lead over the Mustangs on a 
38-yard touchdown run by senior full-
back Robbie Beck and a five-yard rush 
by Herm to give the Owls a 
31-13 advantage. With 67 yardson the 
day, Beck became the fifth player in 
Rice history to gain more than 
2,000 yards rushing, reaching 
2,008 career yards on 419 carries. 

In between the scores, SMlJ's 

Blake Warren returned freshman 
punter Jared Scruggs' 55-vard punt 
63 yards for a touchdown 

Rice put the game away in the 
fourth quarter behind a 22-yard field 
goal by Landry and another touch-
down run by Beck. SMU did score in 
the fourth quarter, ending the game 
with a final score of 41-20. 

"Those guys are as competitive as 
we are," Vanover said. "It's kind of a 
matching situation — two academic 
institutions, a group of players at both 
schools who've grown up together 

A CLOSER LOOK 

and known each other. We made the 
statement that we can win in both 
[Rice Stadium and Ford Stadium]." 

The Owl defense also played a 
big part in the win, producing a big 
stop on SMU's first drive and forc-
ing four fumbles and two turnovers. 

"We've had a lot more success [in 
recent weeks]," Vanover said. "It's 
been a good fight for us, and it's 
something that we want to impart to 
these younger guys, so they can carry 
it on. I think we've been really attack-
ing that well, in the past few weeks." 

Cumulative offensive statistics for Rice's 41-20 win over SMU on 
Nov. 15. 2003: 

Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 

5814 Kirby Drive 
In Rice Village 

(713)432-7272 

RICE SMU 

Record 3-7.3-3 WAC 0-11, 0-8 WAC 

First downs 23 19 

Rushing yards 300 137 

Passing yards 221 186 

Passing (comp.-att.-int.) 6-10-0 17-26-1 

Total offensive yards 521 323 

Time of possession 33:29 26:31 

Large one topping pizza 
& one two liter Coke® 

$8.99 

We support Rice athletics. 
Congratulations to the Rice Baseball Team! 

Resort Style Living 
Some Include 

Bills Paid * Garages 
Washer/Dryer 

Enslcosed Patios 
Exercise Room 

Fireplace 
Garden Tubs 

We Have All The Specials! 
2 MONTHS FREE! $0 APPLICATION 

$0 A p p l i c a t i o n w i th this a d 
Broken Leases / Bad Credit Okay! 

Findit 
(713)266-1460 

findithouston.com 
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Senior middle blocker Julie Jackman rises for a spike against Tulsa Saturday. 
Rice swept the Golden Hurricane in three games to move to 19-9 on the year. 

Volleyball seeded fifth 
VOLLEYBALL, from Pago 13 
dampened its hopes of a third con-
secutive Eastern division title, as the 
Owls were unable to clinch the match 
after taking a 2-0 lead. Rice did gain 
revenge with a 3-0 win over SMU at 
Autry Court Oct. 30. 

"Another goal was to win the WAC 
East again, but that didn't go as 
planned," Sigman said. "It's too bad 
that we lost to SMU, but in our minds 
we know that we can beat them, and 
we're ready to give them what's com-
ing to them if we get the chance." 

Unfortunately, Rice as the fifth 
seed would meet top-seeded Univer-
sity of Hawaii in the semifinals. The 
Rainbow Wahine, ranked second 
nationally, have won three consecu-
tive conference titles. 

"We can't overlook Nevada, and 1 
want to see us get past them," Kainz 
said. "With Hawaii, we'll just have to 
play our hardest and see how it turns 
out, but we definitely want to win it." 

SPRING BREAK OA 

/ P R i n G BREAK ' 0 4 PPCHAGE/» 

AIR + HOTEL package prices starting at 

> CANCUN $529 5 
> PUERTA VALLARTA $549 t 

> ACAPULCO $599 " 
> NEGRIL $719 » 
> AND MORE! 

Airfare is departure from Houiton. Hotel accommodations based 
on 7-night ttay, quad occupancy Pnce ia per parson, ia subject 
to availability and taxes are not included. Blackouts and 
restrictions apply. « 

e x c i t i n g t h i n g s a r e h a p p e n i n g @ 

www.sdatravel.com TRAVEL 
WE'VE BEEN THERE. 

o n u n s » on THE PHone » on cnmpu/ » on THE /TREET 

Wiess women net basketball title 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Wiess won the women's college 
basketball championship Wednes-
day night, completing an unbeaten 
run with a 12-point win over GSA. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

Both finalists were from the Jump 
Shot Division, which Wiess won with 
a 4-0 mark. GSA qualified in a point 
differential tiebreaker over Brown and 
Will I^ice after tying with 2-2 records 
but recovered to reach the final. 

Open Freshman Basketball 
Division foes Martel and Wiess 

will meet in the freshman basketball 
championship game at a date to 
be d e t e r m i n e d a f te r both won 
semifinals Tuesday. 

Mar te l (4-0) c r u s h e d Sid 
Richardson 51-23 in the first game, 
while Wiess (3-D edged Divett (3-D 
by a 38-31 score. Martel beat Wiess 
48-39 in the teams' regular-season 
meeting Nov. 6, but both teams had 
already clinched playoff spots. 

Men's Basketball 
Wiess had the opportunity last 

night to reach all three basketball 
championsh ip games , when its 
men's team faced Baker in the semi-
finals. The winner advanced to face 
Jones in the championship game. 

Jones (5-0) beat I/)vett (2-3) by a 
41-35 scoreTuesday to stay unbeaten 
and reach the final for the second 
straight year. Last year, the Hard 
Men lost 64-58 to GSA. Jones beat 
Wiess 50-48 in the season opener for 
both teams Oct. 20 before winning 
its other group games by more than 
20 points each. 

Men's Volleyball 
Martel (5-0) reached its second 

consecutive championship game 
with a 15-11,15-10 victory over Jones 
(3-2) Monday in the first semifinal. 

Defending champion GSA (4-0) 
faced upstart Will Rice (3-1) in the 
other semifinal last night. Will Rice's 
only loss was to Martel, but Will Rice 
needed three games to beat both 
Wiess and Sid. Jones, which recorded 
all three of its victories in three-game 
decisions, finishes fourth. 

Open Ultimate 
Unbeaten GSA (3-0) and Jones 

(3-1) opened the ultimate playoffs 
last n ight with thei r semif ina l 
matchup. Sid Rich (4-0) and Baker 
(1-1-1). which qualified on point dif-
ferential, meet Monday in the other 
semifinal. GSA is the defending 
champion, while both Jones and Sid 
lost in last year's semifinals. 

President's Cup Update 
GSA and J o n e s lead t h e 

President's Cup standings after the 

conclusion of women's college bas-
ketball Wednesday: 

PRESIDENTS CUP STANDINGS 
(freshman sports and Powderpuff not included) 

GSA 
Hanszen 
Jones 
Will Rice 
Wiess 
Brown 
Baker 
Marel 
Sid Rich 
Lovett 

PRESIDENT'S CUP STANDINGS 
(freshman sports and powemuff included) 

Jones 
GSA 
Will Rice 
Hanszen 
Wiess 
Martel 
Brown 
Baker 
Sid Rich 
Lovett 

11 
9 
8 
7 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
0 

The Baha'i Faith 
Uniting your world ... one heart at a time 
Devotions on Sundays 10-11 at Rice Chapel 

Study circles near campus 
Call 1-800-22-UNITE or visit www.bahai.om 

The squad closed out its regular 
season with a victory over the Uni-
versity ofTulsa Saturday that allowed 
the Owls to utilize their entire bench 
and pull off an eight-point comeback 
in the third game. 

"We obviously had a lapse of con-
cent ra t ion in the th i rd game , " 
Sigman said. "But we showed our 
responsibility and desire to win when 
we came back from being way down." 

In a day meant to honor their com-
mitment over the years, seniors 
Rebekah Nealand Sigman hit the court 
for 13 and 10 digs, respectively. Senior 
Julie Jackman and junior Catherine 
DuPont led the team in blocks, with 
four block-assists apiece. Impres-
sively, Pazo played in only two games 
and still managed to record a double-
double with 12 kills and 12 digs. 

"We did a really good job there," 
Sigman said. "The fact that we could 
be disciplined and come back and win 
is important, especially this week." 

RICE STUDENTS 
Men's and Women's Basketball Seasons are here! The Athletic Department would 
like to familiarize you with the procedures related to student admission for these 
events. 

Undergraduate students are admitted free to all home sporting events by presenting 
their Rice ID with a 2003-2004 athletic sticker (GOLD) on the back. Graduate 
students may purchase the sticker for SI 10 at the cashier's office in the Allen Center. 

Men's Basketball Games: Students are admitted through the REC entrance of Autry 
Court (located at the side door) ONLY. 

Women's Basketball Games: Students are admitted through the front doors of Autry 

Court or the REC entrance. 

THE STUDENT SECTIONS ARE SECTIONS KK (CHAIR BACK SEATING) 
AND K (UPPER BLEACHER SEATING). 

THE TEAMS WILL ESPECIALLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT AND ENTHUSIASM 
WHEN THEY BATTLE VARIOUS TOP RANKED TEAMS IN THE NATION. 

THE MEN WILL COMPETE AGAINST 
#17 STANFORD( 11/30) AND #1 UCONN(01/02/04). 

WHILE THE WOMEN WILL FACE OFF WITH 
#10 LSU( 11/29), #7 STANFORD (12/08) 

AND 
CONFERENCE RIVAL #12 LA TECH(01/05/04) 

Your loyal support is greatly appreciated by the players and coaches. We hope to see 
you at all the games this season! Call (713) 522-OWLS for more information. 

Please contact the ticket office next semester for schedules of all spring sports 
(Baseball, Track. Tennis, and Swimming). 

http://www.sdatravel.com
http://www.bahai.om


0 
18 

Rugby women 
THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21,2003 

by Christine Chen 
FOR THE THRESHER 

For bone-crunching women, the 
women's rugby match against Baylor 
Univers i ty S a t u r d a y was t h e 
place to be. 

In their first divisional match of 
the season, the Owls defeated Baylor 
35-12 on the Rice rugby pitch. From 
the first whistle to the end of the 
game, Rice's forwards and defenders 
played with an aggression so intense 
that they kept the ball moving up the 
field and in constant possession. 

Rice dominated in the first half, 
outscoring the Bears 22-5. Most of the 
scoring occurred late in the half, as 
Rice demonstrated its ability to retain 
and pass the ball effectively. There 
were two quick tries made by senior 
Faie Dorin in the first 20 minutes of 
the match as well as tries made by 
seniors Jill Henderson and Audrey 
Hucks and junior Rachel Davis. Fresh-
man Julie Neubauer made two con-
versations and two penalties near the 
end of the first half. 

Henderson, the team captain, said 
the Owls played well together in 
their first match of the year. 

"There was a lot of communica-
tion on the field," Henderson said. 
"Forwards inserted into the back line, 
and backs rucked and mauled with 
the forwards — an ideal situation." 

Although it started to drizzle 

JENN MOLHOLT/THRESHER 

The women's rugby club crushed Baylor Saturday after a dominant first half. 

lightly in the last half of the game, 
Rice maintained its focus and ex-
tended its lead to 35-12. In the sec-
ond half, Rice was able to capitalize 
on several Baylor penalties. 

All team members contributed to 
the win, which was highlighted by 
the defensive efforts of junior Cindy 
Berning and sophomore Amishi 
Shah and the abilities of junior Neel 
Tamarreddi and senior Jen Lin to 
move the ball up the field. 

Henderson said the team has the 
experience and talent necessary for 

. t f y .AW, 

\ 
m * > • 

W^Trfpff) 
I f f ! ' ? * . 

f u ' 

* M 

fTO" 
; M l 

01 S 

Paleontologist Paul Sereno has encountered some of the weirdest 

creatures that ever walked the earth. Yet some of the scariest things he's discovered aren't likely 

to become extinct anytime soon. Sad to say, investment fees and expenses will probably outlast 

us all. That's why Dr. Sereno was afraid of getting eaten alive. 
So he turned to a company famous for keeping costs down. That meant more money 

for him and less for the monsters. 

Log on for ideas, advice, and results. TIAA-CREF.org or call 800.842.2776 
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with other things to think about?" 
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B C T I R C M E N T I INSURANCE I M U T U A L FUNDS I COLLEGE SAVINGS I TRUSTS I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT / 
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Paul Sereno became a participant in 1987 TIAA-CREf Individual and Institutional Semcei, Int., and T«aetiers Porvwal Inmtors 
Service*, Inc., distribute securities products, ffl 2003 teacher* Insurance and Annuity Asjociatwn-CeHege Rettrenwnt Equities fund 
(TIAA-CREF), New York, NY. A charitable donation wa» made to Project Exploration (www.projectexploration.org) on behalf of Paul Sereno. 
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a successful season, and that the 
first win of the season is the initial 
step toward that goal. 

"Last year we placed second in 
the region, af ter T e x a s A&M," 
H e n d e r s o n said. "Many of the 
ruggers are still with us, bringing a 
lot of experience to the team. All of 
our new players are awesome. The 
only thing holding us back is the 
small size of the team" 

Rice will continue divisional play 
tomorrow by traveling to College 
Station to take on the Aggies. 

Owls "expect to win" against 
tough non-conference foes 
SCHEDULE, from Page 14 
be announced. The crown jewel 
of the schedule , however, is 
Jan. 2, when the Owls will host 
top-ranked University of Con-
nect icut and Hous ton native 
Emeka Okafor, a candidate for 
national player of the year. Junior 
guard Brock Gillespie, never one 
to shy away from a challenge, 
said the Owls are ready to face 
ranked teams. 

"We're an extremely confident 
team," Gillespie said. "To be 
pretty candid, when I came here 
as a freshman the attitude was, 
'Well, we're good, and I think we 
can do fairly well, and we can win 
s o m e g a m e s . ' W e w a t c h e d 
UConn on TV [against Yale Mon-

day] and the attitude was, "Yeah, 
we're gonna beat them. They're 
going to take an L when they 
come to Autry.' The attitude is 
not we think we can win, the atti-
tude is we just expect to win." 

Junior forward Michael Har-
ris also said the Owls are ready 
for the difficult schedule. 

"Right now, we don't see a 
game on our schedule we can't 
win," Harris said. "Our main goal 
is to make it to the postseason, 
so in order to do that we've got to 
start out non-conference to get 
us p repa red for c o n f e r e n c e . 
Once we go to conference and 
win [the regular season], then 
we'll go to the WAC tournament 
and win that." 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
nov. 1 5 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 41 SMU 20 
November 15, 

Rice SMU 
23 19 
300 137 
221 186 
521 323 
76 170 
3 49.7 4-50.2 
33:29 26:31 

)3 — Ford Stadium, Dallas 

Rice ( 3 - 7 , 3 - 5 ) 1 0 7 1 4 1 0 1 7 

S M U ( 0 - 1 1 , 0 - 8 ) 0 7 6 7 2 0 

RU — Wiggins 82 pass from Herm (Landry kick) 
RU — Landry 44 field goal 
RU — Wiggins 43 pass from Herm (Landry kick) 
SMU — Kincade 47 pass from Phillips (McMurtray 
kick) 
SMU — Warren 63 punt return (McMurtray kick 
failed) 
RU — Herm 5 run (Landry kick) 
RU — Landry 22 field goal 
SMU — Brown 7 pass from Phillips (McMurtray 
kickl 
RU — Beck 1 run (Landry kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Lott 14 98, Beck 9-67, Herm 8-37, Rucker 
3-34, Bailey 9 26, Moore 7-24, Henderson 7-21, 
Falco 1-2 
SMU — Kincade 20-73, Phillips 12-72, Wallis 2-(-8) 
Passing 
Rice — Herm 4-7-0-157. Henderson 2-3-0-64 
SMU — Phillips 16-24-0-175, Wallis 12-1-11 
Receiving 
Rice — Wiggins 3-168, Moore 1-23, Hall 1-21, 
Battle 1-9 
SMU — Cunningham 7-64. Kincade 3-43, Warren 2-
17, Hodges 2-16, Griffin 1-23, Cleveland 116. 
Brown 1-7 

Attendance — 11,856 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

HOUSTON JAGUARS 65 
RICE 87 (EXH.) 
November 15, 2003 — Autry Court 

H o u s t o n Jags. 2 5 4 0 — 6 5 

R i c e 3 6 5 1 — 8 7 
Houston Jaguars 
Mitchell 1-4 4-4 6, Abraham 4-10 4-6 12. Tubbs 4 
9 0-0 8, Bougere 3-6 0-0 8, Smith 1 6 0-0 3, Johnson 
0-2 0-0 0, Bolden 1-4 4 6 7. Henderson 0-1 0-0 0. 
Webb 1-5 1-1 3, Alewine 0 0 0-0 0, Hayward 3-5 0-
0 6, Winters 4 5 0-0 9, Reed 0-0 0 0 0, Simpson 0-
8 3 4 3, Eackles 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 22-65 16 21 65 

Rice 
Neaves 2-7 3-5 7, Inman 0-0 2-2 2, Maynard 3 5 2 
2 9, Elder 0-2 0-0 0, Cunningham 2-9 0-0 5, Single-
ton 4-5 3-4 11, Stovall 1-1 0 0 2, Beckler 1-4 0-0 3, 
Woods 6-111-1 14. Frazier 2-5 5-6 9, Jeffries 4 7 2 
2 10, Hayes 4-7 2-2 10, Peck 2-4 1-1 5 
Totals: 31-67 21-25 87 

CIM Sports: every night at 11 p.m. on RBT 

Three-point goals — Houston 5-17 (Mitchell 0-3, 
Bougere 2-4, Smith 1-4, Bolden 1-2, Webb 0-1, 
Hayward 0-1, Winters 1-2), Rice 4-14 (Maynard 1-
1, Elder 0-1, Cunningham 1-6, Singleton 0-1. Beckler 
1-2, Woods 1-1, Frazier 0-2) 

Rebounds — Houston 39 (Abraham 7, Tubbs 7), 
Rice 45 (Neaves 9) 
Assists — Houston 8 (Mitchell 2, Winters 2), Rice 
18 (Neaves 3) 

CROSS-COUNTRY 

NCAA SOUTH-CENTRAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
November 15, 2003 — Waco 

Men's team standings (total of 1 6 teams) 
1. Arkansas 54 
2. Texas A&M 73 
3. Stephen F. Austin 77 
4. Texas 85 
5. Sam Houston State 163 
6. Rice 1 8 0 

Rice men's results 
(total of 1 2 3 runners, 1 0 , 0 0 0 meters) 
11. Steve Magness 3 0 : 5 0 

20. Marcel Hewamudalige 3 1 : 3 4 
43. Adam Davis 3 2 : 2 8 
57. David Axel 3 3 : 0 5 
63. Pablo Solares 3 3 : 1 7 
110. Leor Panti lat 3 5 : 3 0 

Women's team standings (total of 17 teams) 
1. Texas 6 6 
2. Baylor 6 8 
3. Arkansas 70 
4. TCU 8 6 

5. Texas A&M 118 
6. Rice 1 4 8 

Rice women's results 
(total of 1 2 2 runners, 6 , 0 0 0 meters) 
4. Kate Gorry 2 0 : 5 9 
33. Shannon Murto 2 2 : 2 4 
36. Whitney McAlplne 2 2 : 3 4 

38. Tanya Wright 2 2 : 3 8 
55. Megan Sandler 2 3 : 1 5 

57. Brandi Armstrong 2 3 : 2 3 

82. Lauren Murphy 2 4 : 1 4 

VOLLEYBALL 

TULSA 0 RICE 3 

19 28 29 
30 30 31 

Tulsa R i c e 
55 48 
26 9 
146 119 
.199 328 
52 44 
4 4 
51 56 
3.0 11.0 

November 15. 2003 — Autry Court 

Tulsa ( 1 1 - 1 5 , 2 - 1 1 ) 

R ice ( 1 9 - 9 , 9 - 4 ) 

Final S t a t s 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Tulsa — Eaves 18. Penaluna 11 
Rice — Pazo 12, Carter 10 
Assists 
Tulsa — Thon 46 
Rice — Hoban 39 
Digs 
Tulsa — Araujo 13, Thon 10, Meyer 10 
Rice — Neal 13. Pazo 12 

Attendance — 328 

THE ONE & ONLY LINE 
Powderpuff semifinals — November 22, 2003 
Favorite Spread Underdog 
SID RICHARDSON +13 Wiess 
LOVETT +6.5 Baker 
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SUNDAY 30 
FRIDAY 21 Lecture 

Come to Room 328 of the 
Humanities Building today at 
4 p.m. for Deborah Cohen's 
lecture titled, "The War Comes 
Home: Disabled Veterans in 
Britain and Germany from 
1914-1939." For more 
information contact Martin 
Wiener at wiener@rice.edu. 

Construction Gone Wild 

The completed application for 
the Alternative Spring Break 
trip to Honduras is due in the 
Community Involvement 
Center at 5 p.m. Selected 
participants will be notified on 
Wednesday. 

Terra Nova 

The Rice Players present Ted 
Talley's Terra Nova, directed 
by Troy Scheid. Shows will be 
held tonight and tomorrow 
night at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 
Tickets are $5 for students and 
are available by calling 
(713) 348-PI.AY or by visiting 
http://www. ruf. rice, edu/ 
-players/index, shtml. 

Shepherd School 

The Shepherd School of 
Music's Faculty Chamber 
Music Concert will be held 
tonight at 8 p.m. in the Duncan 
Recital Hall. Admission and 
your enjoyment are free. For 
more information contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

SATURDAY 

Time to toss the pigskin! 

The football team hosts UTEP 
at Rice Stadium today at 2 p.m. 
Bring your face paint! 

Stepopoly 

Tonight the Rice Dance 
Theater presents "Stepopoly" at 
8 p.m. in the Harjo Dance 
Studio in Autry. Tickets are 
$5 for Rice students and $7 for 
the general public. For tickets 
call (713) 348-PLAY. 

SUNDAY 

Procrastination is like mastur-
bation; at first it feels good, 
until you realize you are just 
f@%*@ing yourself. 

Today is the last day to register 
for classes for Spring Semester. 
If you fail to do so, you will be 
charged a $50 "Failure to 
Register" fee. 

MONDAY 

Torture the Gingerbread Man. 

Today from 3 -5 p.m. in the 
Grand Hall of the Student 
Center, the Coffeehouse 
presents a holiday tree and 
cookie decorating event. Stop 
by the Coffeehouse to decorate 
your very own free cookie! For 
more information, contact 
Andrea Viola at 
druel027@rice. edu. 

THURSDAY 

A turkey walks into a bar ... 

Thanksgiving Break begins 
today. It is only four tlays. So 
love it. Come Monday you will 
be back in the machine. 

FRIDAY 28 

Stanford Sucks! 

Come watch the men's 
basketball team crush Stanford 
at 2 p.m. in Autry Court. Come 
early to get good seats! 

Rocks to Algae and Bone: 
Expanding Horizons in 
Geochemistry." The 
presentation will be in 
Room 106 of Keith-Wiess 
Geological Laboratories. 

THURSDAY 4 
Toss me the rock, foolio! And 
where the heii is Middle 
Tennessee anyway? 

Come see the men's basketball 
team face Middle Tennessee 
State tonight at Autry Court. 
Tip-off is at 7 p.m., so come out 
support the Owls as they 
dominate those nitwits from 
Nashville. Or wherever. 

TUESDAY 

24 

SATURDAY 

I hear the mascots are going to 
have a slam dunk contest. 
That's pretty chillio. 

The Rice women's basketball 
team will face Louisiana State 
University in a clash of titans 
tonight. The mayhem will 
begin at 7 p.m. at Autry Court. 
Come out for some great 
basketball and enjoy the show. 
Bring your pom-poms, good 
cheers and spirit fingers. 

Orchestra and Chorale 

The Rice Chorale and 
Shepherd School Chamber 
Orchestra will be performing 
tonight at 8 p.m. at Stude 
Concert Hall. 

Phils/Spontaneous show 

Tonight at 10 p.m. in Hamman 
Hall, Spontaneous Combustion 
and the Philharmonics present 
their annual joint show. For 
more information contact Katie 
at tinka@rice.edu. 

WEDNESDAY 

Rocks, Bone, and Algae? 
Awesome. 

At 4 p.m. this afternoon, the 
Department of Earth Science 
presents the seminar, "From 

JazzI 

The Rice Symphonic Band and 
Rice Jazz Ensemble will 
perform a holiday concert at 
7 p.m. tonight in the Student 
Center. Admission is free. 

New Music at Rice 

The Duncan Recital Hall will 
host "SYZYGY" tonight at 
8 p.m. This new music 
performance will have free 
admission. For more 
information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

FRIDAY 

Last Chance to Sleep in Class! 

Today is the last day of classes. 
Cherish this long awaited 
moment. Yeah and for you lazy 
freshmen, today is the last day 
for first-semester students to 
drop classes. So please, drop 
that Mech Lab pronto. 

Gene Hackerman Rice Invita-
tional 

The Rice women's basketball 
team hosts two double-headers 
tonight and tomorrow night at 
Autry Court. The first game 
starts at 5 p.m. and the Lady 
Owls play Stephen F. Austin at 
7 p.m. Get loud, get pumped. 

More Music! 

Shepherd School Symphony 
Orchestra performs tonight at 
8 p.m. in the Stude Concert 
Hall. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space-available basis. 
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It's Edge-of-pr-seat 
Cutting Edge Entertainment. 

nee the Burke Baker Planetarium introduced its all-new digital dome with cutting edge technology, 
the e<Hp-ownJMMfot excitement has been having quite an effect. It transports you into a virtual world 

ofmgh definition vfMiJexcitement, full-color special effects and incredible sound. 

"s air experience beyond anything yciy've ever seen and the perfect destination for friends and family 
during the holidays! Just remember to hang on to your seat. 

Now Playing "Passport to the Universe" Narrated by Tom Hanks. 
Passport to the Universe was developed by the American Museum ul Natural History in collaboration with the National Aeronautic and Space Administr^ion (NASA) 

For information 

log on at 

www.hmns.org 

or call 

713-639-4629. 

Buy One PLANETARIUM 
A d u l t A d m i s s i o n '"credible experience in our all new, 

state-of-the-art, full-dome digital theater. 
G e t O n e Buy an adult ticket at regular price, get a second adult ticket free 

One free ticket per coupon. Not valid for phone or internet orders, 
may not be used in coniunction with other promotional Offer, no cash 

value. Valid through January 15. 2004. (Code PCN) 

mailto:wiener@rice.edu
http://www
mailto:tinka@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.hmns.org
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Time for a Change: The Rice Student Manifesto 
A spectre is haunting Rice Uni-

versity — the spectre of 
communism. All the powers of the 
administration have entered into a 
holy alliance to exorcise this spec-
tre: Gillis and Camacho, Ditman 
and Binford, French Radicals and 
Honor Council. 

Where are the students in 
opposition who have not been 
decried as communistic by admin-
istration lackeys? 

Two things result from this fact: 
I. The student body is already 

acknowledged by all evil adminis-
trators to be itself a power. 

II. It is high time for students to 
openly, in the face of the whole world 
(university), publish their views, 
their aims and their tendencies, and 
meet this nursery tale of the spectre 
of communism with a manifesto of 
the student body itself. 

To this end, students of various 
colleges have assembled in Willy's 
Pizub and sketched the following 
manifesto, to be published in the 
English, French, Java, German, 
Klingon, Flemish and Pig-Latin lan-
guages. 

The students will use their 
political supremacy to wrest all 
capital from the Administration, to 
centralize all instruments of higher 
education in the hands of the stu-
dent body, i.e., of the students 
organized as the ruling class. 

Of course, in the beginning, this 
cannot be effected except by means 
of despotic inroads on the rights of 
the students and on the conditions 
of univeraitv administration; by 
means of r i jasures, therefore, which 
appear academically insufficient and 
untenable, but which, in the course 
of the movement, outstrip them-
selves, necessitate further inroads 
upon the old university order, and 
are unavoidable as a means of en-
tirely revolutionizing the mode of 
higher education. 

These measures will, of course, 
be different in different colleges. 
Nevertheless, in most advanced 

colleges, the following will be 
pretty generally applicable. 

1. Abolition of parking gates 
and application of all parking fees 
to keg purchase. 

2. Bell curves based on the 
grading scale of A+, A, and A-. 

3. Abolition of all rights for 
Martelians. 

4. Confiscation of the property 
of all immigrants and rebels. 

5. Centralization of hot girls in 
the rooms of the Backpage edi-
tors, and an exclusive monopoly. 

6. Appropriation of the shuttle 
buses and golf carts in the hands of 
the most drunken freshmen avail-
able. 

7. Extension of factories and 
instruments of production owned 
by the university; the bringing 
into cultivation of waste lands 
(Martel), and the improvement 
of green space generally in ac-
cordance with a common plan. 

8. Equal obligation of all to 
work. Establishment of robot 
armies, especially for attacking 
U of H. 

9. Combination of academic 
with science-engineering depart-
ments; gradual abolition of all the 
distinction between academs and 
S/E students by a more equitable 
distribution of the workload. 

10. Tuition that does not in-
crease exponentially for all. Aboli-
tion of work-study in its present 
form. Combination of education 
with intensive in-class partying, etc. 

When, in the course of the revo-
lution (pronounced in fake French 
accent), class distinctions have 
disappeared, and all university prop-
erty has been concentrated in the 
hands of the students, the adminis-
tration will lose its evil empire. 

In place of the old administra-
tive regime, with its classes and 
silly rules, we shall have an asso-
ciation in which the freedom of 
each student is the condition for 
the freedom of all. 

In short, the students every-

COMMMUNIST PARTY 
• 

COMRADE STUART 

Posters like these are appearing across campus. Administrators are out-
raged, philosophy students are excited and S / E students need history majors 
to explain the posters to them. 

where support every revolution-
ary movement against the existing 
administrative order. 

The students disdain to con-
ceal their views and aims. They 
openly declare that their ends can 
be attained only by the forcible 
overthrow of existing university 
conditions. Let the administrat-
ing classes tremble at a student 
revolution. The students have 
nothing to lose but their chains. 
They have a world to win. 

WORKING MEN 
OF ALL COLLEGES, 

UNITE. 

The revolution is coming. 
Go watch Rice beat UTEP 
(UTEP? Fuck U... TEP!) at 
2 this Saturday. It'll be good, 
old-fashioned communal 
fun for all. 

o 

"Is that a roach?" 
"No, thafs just an anorexic 
rat." 
— Martel junior confused 
about the animals commonly 
spotted at Lovett. 

"So be nice and remove your 
clothes." 
— Wiess laundry rep. 

"They can't run away!" 
— Wiess senior on why 
paraplegics are hot. 

"Wear a certain tie and get a 
blowjob? That'd be great!" 
— Anonymous assistant as-
sistant news editor 

"I seem to have forgotten my 
balls this afternoon." 
— Chem 121 Professor Ken 
Whitmire 

"I'll spice up any virgin!" 
— Will Rice senior 

UI turned down my street and 
it was the Fourth of July, and 
there were kids everywhere 
and barbecue and all that. 
And I thought, 'Oh no, I'm in 
hell.'" 
— Poli 463 Professor Randy 
Stevenson 

M i s c l a s s . Arguably 
(and by that we mean ob-
viously) the only reason 
you read the Backpage. I 
mean, be serious, is the 
crap we write really any-
thing more than filler? If 
we c o u l d ge t m o r e 
classifieds, there wouldn't 
be a Backpage at all. But 
misclass would live on. 
So help contribute to this 
great tradition by sending 
us an e-mail with your 
a m u s i n g m i s c l a s s at 
backpage@rice. edu. 

The Working Classifieds of the World Unite 
HOUSING 

RICE TOWNHOME. Be close to it all! 
Beautiful 1- and 2-bedroom lofts. First 
month free! Gated complex. 
(unvw.findithouston.com). (713) 266-1460. 

INNER LOOP PARADISE 1-1 $550! 2-2 
$750. FP, W/D connections. New carpet, 
new paint and easy move-in. 
(www.findithonston.com). (713) 266-1460. 

NO MOVE-IN SPECIALS, no free 
rent, no free lunch and the man-
ager can be a little gnarly some 
days. But the apartments are reno-
vated, clean, close to Rice and cheap 
if you sign a year lease. One-bed-
rooms at 1301 Richmond for $555 
and two-bedrooms for $685. Call 
(713) 524-3344 and ask for Laura 
(be nice to her, she's having a rough 
week). 

Name: Paul Sutera 

Nickname: 
Leader 

Fearless 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Position: Pub's adult | 

advisor, V&W Vice Presi- fl 

dent, among other things | 

I 
Stats: Hanszen R.A. and | 

one hell of a golfer 

Why you should know him (if you 
don't already): He's an ultimate source 

of advice on life, business, etc. 

Willy's reminds you to 
dp your bartenders! 

i 
i 
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i 

i 
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NEAR CAMPUS — third floor of 
triplex house. 1-1 with LR/kitchen. 
Walk to school from Morningside 
and Dryden. New, furnished op-
tion, very nice. Laundry room ac-
cess. $725 all bills with basic cable. 
(713) 501-3871. 

ABSOLUTELY TERRIFIC roommate 
floor-plan! 2-2 over 1,000 sq. ft. Beauti-
ful complex. First month free! 3-bed-
room also available. (713) 266-1460 
(www.findithouston.com). 

HELP WANTED 

HUMAN NEED, NOTCORPORATE 
greed! Seeking activist-minded in-
dividuals for environmental cam-
paign work. 2-10 p.m. $350 per week 
plus benefi ts and bonuses. Paid 
training. In Austin. (512) 326-5655. 
http://texasenvironment.org. 

WANTED: CHILDCARE help for sec-
ond* and third-grade girls. Pick up 
2:45 in Bellaire, help with homework 
and play until 6 p.m. three days a 
week. Must be fun, nice and depend-
able. $12 per hour. Call Susan at 
(713) 661-3990. 

RESEARCH on the long-term effects 
of the drug ecstasy: The University 
of Texas Houston Health Center is 
seeking volunteers ages 15 to 30 
who use the drug ecstasy to take 
part in a research study on the ef-
fects of ecstasy on memory and brain 
function. Taking part will involve 
answering quest ions about your 
mood, taking some computer tests 
and some tests of brain function. 
Volunteers who do not use ecstasy 
are also needed for studies on mood 
and attention. Payment is available 
for your time. Confidentiality is as-
sured. Please call (713) 500-2637 for 
more information. 

ACNE STUDY: Looking for students 
18 and older with mild to severe 
acne and acne scarring willing to 
participate in our study. Free treat-
ments and compensation. For fur-
ther information, call (713) 791-9966 
and ask for Ida. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

M4MUSA.COM. HOUSTON'S CAY 
college dating Web site. IM chat 
and 1,000s of picture ads. America's 
largest gay dating service. Enter 
code UR55. 

SPRING BREAK 2004. Travel with 
STS, America's #1 Student Tour Op-
erator to Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas and Florida. Now hiring 
campus reps. Call for group dis-
counts. Information/Reservations: 
(800) 648-4849 or www.ststravel. com. 

EGG DONORS NEEDED. 21-30 
years of age, intelligent, healthy. 
Compensation $3,500 and up. Con-
tact Rebecca: (949) 940-9163 or 
www. baby-miracles, com. 

SPRING BREAK — sign up with Stu-
dent Express and get FREE round 
trip airline tickets to over 15 interna-
tional destinations including Aruba, 
Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Car-
ibbean hot spots and more. Why go 
with anyone else? Limited offer — 
call now. Commission rep. positions 
also avai lable . (800) 787-3787. 
www.studentexpress.com. 

1993 ACURA VIGOR GS — Red ex-
terior, gray leather, 5-speed manual, 
180 hp, fun to drive, one owner, 
154,000 miles, excellent condition. 
$3250. Call Kelly at (713) 705-7417. 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
skmbrown/vigor.html. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT 
> 1100/ACT > 24/GPA > 3 .0 /ages 
19-29. N o n s m o k e r s . All r a c e s 
needed, especial ly Asian. Must 
have t r anspor t a t ion . Inqui re at 
info@eggdonorcenter. com 

TRASH THE THRESHER. Please re-
cycle this newspaper when you've fin-
ished reading it. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 

3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Notes & Notices submissions are 
published according to space 
availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: 

Fax: 
(713) 348-3967 
(713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 

refuse any advertising for any reason 

and does not take responsibility for 

the factual content of any ad. 

http://www.findithonston.com
http://www.findithouston.com
http://texasenvironment.org
http://www.ststravel
http://www.studentexpress.com
http://www.geocities.com/

