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EMS receives 19 NOD calls 
by David Brown 

THRESHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

Thirteen hundred scantily-clad 
Santas, elves and reindeer attended 
Wiess College's Christmas-themed 
Night of Decadence party Saturday. 

Rice University Police Depart-
ment officers witnessed more vio-
lent incidents at this year's party 
than in previous years and made 
arrests for aggressive behavior and 
public urination, RUPD Chief Bill 
Taylor said. Rice Emergency Medi-
cal S e r v i c e s Capta in D r e w 
Flansbaum said EMS responded to 
19 incidents, up from 17 last year, 
and facilitated eight ambulance calls. 

Wiess Social Vice President Jas-
mine Loveless said she was pleased 
with NOD overall. 

"We put so much planning into 

this party," she said. "Everything we 
could've foreseen and put planning 
into went well." 

However, there were some un-
foreseen problems, Ix>veless said. 
Some of the 880 students who pre-
purchased tickets had to wait up to 
35 minutes for admittance, resulting 
in disorder at the party's entrance. 

"All the people that bought tick-
ets ahead of time came all at once, 
so there was this huge rush of 
people trying to get wristbands," 
Loveless said. 

Taylor said increased attendance, 
poss ib ly c a u s e d by t h e wa rm 
weather, heightened the level of 
chaos this year. 

"Generally speaking, folks were 
a little more aggressive this year," 
he said. "They seemed to be giving 
the people running the event a harder 

time at the entrance points." 
The six officers at the event were 

overworked from dealing with in-
toxicated students at the party's en-
trance, Taylor said. 

"We would probably want to 
staff a few more officers next year," 
he said. 

Eighty-five student volunteers 
helped party planners keep the event 
under control. Security personnel 
were stationed at the party's en-
trance, inside the party, on each floor 
of Wiess and at various points arou nd 
campus. 

W i e s s s o p h o m o r e J ack 
Hardcastle, who directed the stu-
dent volunteers, said there were no 
major security problems. 

"I was really pleased with the way 
the security forces handled them-

See NOD, Page 11 

Athletics discussed 
at faculty meeting 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The minutes from the Sept. 3 
faculty meeting outline the find-
ings of the Faculty Council Sub-
committee on Athletics' report, 
noting academic and social dif-
ferences between athletes and 
non-athletes. 

The subcommittee's full re-
port — about 300 pages in len-
gth — is confidential and only 
available to faculty members. The 
discussion at the faculty meeting 
took place in executive session, 

meaning no outside representa-
tives were permitted to attend. 

At the meeting, Chairman of 
the S u b c o m m i t t e e C h a n d l e r 
Davidson outlined the conclu-
sions of the committee's report. 
(See Box, Page 10 for a full listing 
of the committee's findings re-
ported at the faculty meeting.) 

The committee found three 
positive characteristics of Rice 
athletics, including its superior-
ity to the vast majority of Division 
I-A programs. 

The committee also reported 
See ATHLETICS, Page 10 

MOBsters Ball 
MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

MOB members Jones College freshmen Scott Esterholm and Jonathon Braun, Baker College 
sophomore Michael Friedman and Martel College sophomore Zach Mclemore dance to 
"Louie Louie," in their costumes, while supporting the basketball team at last Friday's 
Halloween Hoops in Autry Court. 

Conference change official 
by Mark Berenson and Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The anticipated overhaul of the college 
sports conference landscape progressed Tues-
day when Conference USA announced that 
Rice and four other schools have officially 
joined the conference beginning for the 2005-
'06 academic year. 

Entering C-USA with Rice are former Mid-
America Conference football schools the Uni-
versity of Central Florida and Marshall Uni-
versity, along with current Western Athletic-
Conference members Southern Methodist 
University and the University of Tulsa. 

Rice Athletic Director Bobby May (Will 
Rice '65) said he is pleased with tbe new 
conference. 

"Conference USA is a major step forward 
for our athletic program," May said. "It is 
certainly a day of opportunity for the Rice 
Owls." 

Despite advantages to a more expedient 
switch, the move will likely not take place until 
fall 2005, C-USA c o m m i s s i o n e r Bri t ton 

Banowsky said. 
"In a perfect world, people want to move 

forward and implement changes immediately," 
Banowsky said. "Unfortunately, major college 
athletics is not such a perfect world — it's a 
very complex system." 

Banowsky said entrance fees into C-USA 
will include a base fee of $1 million for each of 
the five schools and additional fees in the form 
of reduced conference revenue sharing. Rice 
will also forfeit its final year-end WAC revenue 
distribution in 2004-'05, which averages be-
tween $500,000 and $700,000. 

The additions to C-USA are the latest of a 
series of changes in college athletic confer-
ences that began in the spring, when the 
Atlantic Coast Conference sought to expand, 
ultimately taking Boston College, Miami and 
Virginia Tech from the Big East Conference. 
The Big East then invited five C-USA schools 
— Cincinnati, DePaul, Louisville, Marquette 
and South Florida — to join. Their decision to 
leave C-USA, made official Tuesday, triggered 
C-USA's invitations to its five new members . 

See C-USA, Page 10 

Constitutional changes 
for SA and 'U. Blue' fail 

by Ruth Samuelson 
THRESHER STAFF 

In an election plagued by low 
turnout, head baseball coach and 
2003 NCAA College World Series 
Champion Wayne Graham was once 
again the big winner. 

Graham was elected this year's 
homecoming king. ESTHER, the 
new online registration system, is 
homecoming queen. 

About a quar ter of the s tudent 
body voted in the king and queen 
races, but the other i tems on the 
ballot did not receive the required 
20 percent participation rate. The 
new University Blue constitution 
and four proposed amendmen t s to 
the Student Association constitu-
tion did not gain the needed quo-
rum of 582 s tudents , and will reap-
pear on the General Election ballot 
in the spring. 

Graham elicited the most sup-
port, winning 332 votes. 

"I'm taken aback," Graham said, 
"As long as they recognize that I'm 
an animate object — the other two 
nominees were inanimate. I never 
got an honor like that in high school, 
so I've finally made it after 67 years." 

T h e h o m e c o m i n g k ing and 
queen are determined by a prefer-
ential system in which the winner 
must receive more than 50 percent 
of the vote. Should no candidate 
receive more than 50 percent, the 
candidate with the fewest votes is 

eliminated and the votes are redis-
tributed. 

The chosen prince, the king's run-
ner-up in the race, is Phuctane, a sug-
gestive computer-generated model of 
a molecule. The losers are the former 
Bachelor of Science degree in civil 
engineering and the overland flow 
channel, the newly-constructed Fed-
eral Emergency Management Admin-
istration funded flood protection/road 
next to Wiess College. 

"I'm proud that we elected a real 
king. I wonder when was the last 
time that happened," SA co-Presi-
dent Bryan Debbink said. 

Gillis' beard was elected home-
coming princess. The other queen 
candidates — "Sally" (the mascot of 
the Rice Sally Club), Naranja (a 
pumpkin), and the New York Yan-
kees— divided the remainder of the 
votes. 

568 students responded to the 
unofficial shuttle service poll ques-
tion included on the ballot. Of the 
respondents, 280 said they would 
either maintain or increase shuttle 
service over the next eight years 
while increasing fees, and 204 said 
they would do away with the shuttle 
system altogether. The remaining 
80 students said they would prefer a 
moderate increase in fees and a 
moderate decrease in service. 

Debbink said the SA plans to con-
tinue the poll, and students who did 
not participate can do so soon at 
http://sa.rice.rdu. 

Directory lists wrong phone numbers 
by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

S t u d e n t s s e a r c h i n g for a 
friend's phone number shouldn't 
reach for the brand-new 2003-04 
campus directory. 

The printed directory, distrib-
uted to the colleges Tuesday, lists 
outdated telephone numbers for 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents. The numbers are identical 
to those printed in last year's di-
rectory'. 

Phone numbers listed in other 
portions of the directory, includ-
ing those for faculty, staff, retirees 
and university departments, are 

correct. The directory also con-
tains updated enrollment informa-
tion. Students who graduated in 
Spring 2003 are not listed. First-
year students are listed, but their 
home phone numbers are given. 

T h e Reg i s t r a r ' s Off ice is 
responsible for providing the in-
formation in the student portion of 
the •directory, Student Media Ad-
viser Jen Cooper, who is respon-
sible for compiling the directory, 
said. Cooper said she compiles 
the directory using information 
she receives from Human Re-
sources, the Registrar's Office and 
Telecommunications. Each de-
partment must proofread and sign 

off on the section for which it is 
responsible to verify the informa-
tion is correct before the directory 
is p r i n t e d . Coope r sa id . An 
outside contactor prints the ad-
vertisement-supported directory 
for a profit, and Rice receives a 
portion of the profits, she said. 

Registrar Jerry Montag de-
clined to comment on the mistake 
but said he hopes to determine 
the source of the problem soon. 

Cooper said she learned of 
the problem Wednesday when 
she received an e-mail f rom 
Lovett College Coordinator Kelly 
Harp informing her that all the 

See DIRECTORY, Page 9 

unrrar 
Esperanza 

Esperanza will be held at the Koch Building 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. tomorrow night. Shuttles will 
be leaving from the Sallyport starting at 10. In 
keeping with the E3 theme, there will be cubic 
foods, and a raffle to win a Gamecube. 

Free smoothies 
Smoothie King is celebrating their official grand 

opening on Monday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. with 
games and prizes, as well as free smoothie samples. 

Because if there is anything better than a 
smoothie, it is a free smoothie. 

OPINION Page 3 
The asphyxiation of the college system 

A&E 
Rvan hot 'In the Cut' 

Page 12 

SPORTS Page 
It's a beautiful day for outdoor Rice football 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly cloudy, 77-60 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 78-59 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 81-69 degrees 
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Athletics discussion must 
include entire community 

Athletics at Rice is an issue involving the entire university com-
munity — not just faculty, who have recently been discussing some 
of the most important aspects of the athletic question behind closed 
doors and in confidential reports. (See Story, Page 1.) Students and 
staff also need to be involved in these discussions. 

Athletics is an issue that involves students just as much as it involves 
faculty and staft After all, studentsplan to get their degrees from this school 
and obviously some students are athletes. For instance, the frequent 
overruling of the faculty committee that makes recommendations on 
athlete admissions is as much the students' concern as the faculty's. 

Therefore, the records on which the faculty has been relying need 
to be opened (naturally not including FAFSA protected data and other 
information that is confidential by law). Currently the Faculty Council 
Subcommittee on Athletics' report — some 300 pages — is tucked 
away in Fondren library on "faculty-only reserve," leaving the rest of 
the Rice community to guess at its contents. It is nearly impossible for 
students to have a meaningful, productive dialogue on this critical 
issue when we have to rely on rumor and guesswork. 

Yes, athletics is a controversial issue at Rice, and yes, feelings will be 
hurt and tempers will flare if the entire community candidly discusses 
the issue but in the open. But that is no reason to keep key information 
from a large portion of those affected by athletics. The creation and 
efforts of the Student Association's Ad-Hoc Committee on Athlete/Non-
Athlete Relations last spring constitute clear evidence that students are 
both desirous and capable of grappling with this issue. 

The tensions persist whether we air them or not, and unless 
students have a full participatory role in the discussion, it is unlikely 
these tensions will ever be appropriately resolved. 

Directory errors must be 
countered quickly 

According to the just-released print version of the campus directory, 
we have now time-warped back to the 2002-03 school year. Students' 
phone numbers and addresses are all from last year. The only thing to 
change is the composition of the student body — last year's seniors are 
gone and this year's freshmen are here. (See Story, Page 1.) 

We hope the Registrar's Office will remedy their mistake by printing 
another, accurate campus directory — one in which students' informa-
tion is current for this school year. (Faculty, staff and retiree information 
is correct.) If they cannot print a new directory in time or within budget, 
we recommend they instead print and distribute a "student supple-
ment" to the current directory, so students will at least have the needed 
information on-hand even if they don't have it all in the same place. 

But even that could take a while. In the meantime, the Registrar's 
Office should at least update the on-line directory to this year's 
information. Doing this should take less time and cost less money, will 
kill hardly any trees and will provide students who have the wrong 
information in print with immediate access to the right information. 

And in the future, we hope the Registrar's Office checks their 
records a little more carefullv. 

* * * * * 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

RUPD oversteps bounds 
Two recent incidents involving the Rice University Police Depart-

ment have made us concerned that university and police policies are 
being enforced in an overzealous manner. (See Story, Page 1.) 

First, officers overstepped the bounds of the Alcoholic Beverage 
Policy at NOD last weekend. They demanded that residents of Texas 
aged 21 and older not only have their Texas driver licenses, but also 
that the licenses have a "liquor sticker" provided by RUPD to certify 
the IDs as real, before allowing these students to drink. The alcohol 
policy states that a Texas ID alone is sufficient for determining if a 
student is of legal age; demanding a liquor sticker as well thus 
overstepped the bounds of that policy. 

Second, police stopped members of the Rally and Sally clubs from 
yelling such ear-scorching epithets as "crap" and "butt-hole" at last 
weekend's football game at Rice Stadium. There is a list of words fans 
cannot use at games—a list developed two years ago with the assistance 
of RUPD for the purposes of a mutually understood policy and fair 
enforcement. The words "crap" and "butt-hole" do not appeal' on that list 

While the police usually err on the lenient side when it comes to 
enforcing university and RUPD policies, in these two cases they 
exceeded the limits set by the policies and infringed on students' 
rights in the process. We appreciate all RUPD does to keep us safe, 
but we hope they will more carefully review the policies and instruct 
their officers accordingly in the future. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

NOD not so unusual 
nor a thief of respect 
To the editor 

Falan Mouton's opinion article 
denouncing the tradition of Night of 
Decadence ("NOD shamelessly ob-
jectifies our species," Oct. 31) was 
more than a little off-base. I have to 
wonder if she has even been to NOD. 

Yes, it is a little more raucous 
than the usual Rice party, and yes, 
people wear a little less clothing, but 
overall, it deviates little from what 
happens every weekend. People do 
not usually go to college parties for 
"rational conversation." If you don't 
like that, don't go. And for goodness 
sake, people here do get laid more 
than once a year. 

The main issue Mouton seems to 
have is with the idea that people 
hook up at Rice. Quite honestly, con-
c e r n s over sexual re la t ionsh ips 
should be left to the people involved. 

As a community that s t resses the 
importance of tolerance, I would 
hope that Mouton unders tands that 
others might feel differently and look 
upon hook-ups as a completely natu-
ral human occurrence. Taking away 
alcohol and parties is hardly going 
to stop friends crying on your shoul-
der — people are always going to 
hurt each other. 

Mouton's argument about objec-
tification seems to imply that if one 
attends NOD, one cannot expect to 
be respected as a person. Going to a 
Halloween party where people wear 
skimpy outfits is hardly cause to 
lose all self-respect, and it is not 
going to drive everyone into a frenzy 
of mating. NOD is a long-standing, 
fun, safe and optional tradition which 
should continue. 

Eileen Meyer 
Brown junior 

Rice students can look 
after their love-lives 
To the editor: 

Falan Mouton's column, while 
certainly an opinion, would have 
probably been more at home on the 
Thresher s dating advice page, if it 
had one. We don't, however, have 
one and for good reason: We don't 

really need one. Sure, we might not 
have figured out everything about 
life and love yet, but generally we 
have a pretty good idea of what and 
maybe even who we want in a rela-
t ionsh ip . NOD doesn ' t de s t roy 
those ideas. 

Hook-ups happen at every party, 
and while NOD is certainly a big 
party, and a sexually-charged one, it 
is not the Rice student's mating ritual. 
It is, in fact, possible to go to NOD 
with friends, to dance and costume-
spot, even drink if you like, and not 
end up in a s t r a n g e r ' s r o o m . 
Mouton's column does its best to 
make no other ending seem pos-
sible, but I would like to assure her 
that there are other options. 

Saying that NOD should not take 
place because people might hook up 
with each other is a little naive. If 
hook-ups are a problem. NOD is not 
the cause. Perhaps we should point 
the finger instead at the demon of 
alcohol, or those feminists and their 
radical ideas about boys and girls 
attending university together. 

Rice students should be pleased 
to know that Mouton is looking out 
for their sexual well-being. But I pre-
fer to get letters reminding me to be 
smart and safe from my mom, and in 
my mailbox, not in my newspaper. 

Elizabeth Stephens 
Will Rice junior 

Citizens of'developed' 
China are not starving 

To the editor: 
I felt stunned reading Steve Pattyn's 

column ("Our people are starving but 
we should launch a rocket," Oct 24). 
First of all, we Chinese are not starv-
ing. I, as a typical Chinese who grew 
up in a working class family between 
1976 and 2001, have never felt starva-
tion in China. On the contrary, in this 
most developed country, I find it diffi-
cult to have something as tasty as the 
daily meals I used to have in China. 

Then, Pattyn assumed the launch 
is worthless because it only lasted 34 
hours—not long enough in his opin-
ion for anything scientific. Does 
longer always mean better? If so, Mr. 
Pattyn. why don't you keep studying 
in primary school forever? As long as 
Yang Liwei finished his mission, is it 
not a waste to stay longer? 

Last, China doesn ' t mean to 
compete with the superpower (the 
United States, of course) . He ' s defi-
nitely right that the LInited States 
did it longer in the early 1960s, and 
we are far behind. But we do need 
to advance the technology. Tech-
nology is known as the main en-
gine to drive the economy. If Pattyn 
really ca res about what we are eat-
ing everyday, he would not have 
writ ten that column. I bet he would 
feel be t te r if China had accom-
plished it with the ass is tance of 
the United States, as some o the r 
countr ies did before . 

I suggest the people who feel 
mad about what we did in space visit 
China and see what we are doing. Or 
at least ask an overseas Chinese 
what he is thinking. We are excited 
and proud about the launch. 

Linchi Kwok 
Visiting Scholar in Music 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
l e t t e r s must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and includc a 
phone number. 
• Le t t e r s s h o u l d be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 34H-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classif ied a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
Please contact the Thresher 
for more information. 
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A bear holding a shark 

College system can alienate minorities 
The following is first in a column 
series on the college system. 

Asphyxiation. 
That's how a Hispanic 

friend of mine describes life 
at Rice. The problem isn't 
Orgo — ifs her college. 

She's like a lot of minori-
ties at Rice. Before Rice, 
she went to a school that 
was80percentHispanicand 
was in a predominantly His-
panic community. 

Today, at her college, 
there are a few dozen 
other Hispanics, at best, a 
large percentage of whom 
have already moved to the 
uncharted realms of the deep OC. 

The college system is alienating 
for many minorities. It's a result of 
the design and not necessarily the 
fault of individual actors. However, it 
is the responsibility of the colleges 
themselves to address the situation. 

In a report about minorities who 
move off campus, written in spring 
2001 for an advanced sociology 
course, Jamie Lisagor (Hanszen '02) 
and Carolyn Shulman (Hanszen '03) 
showed that of seniors, approxi-
mately 80 percent of blacks and 
90 percent of Hispanics lived off cam-
pus, compared to 38 percent of white 
students. 

It isn't just ethnic minorities who 
have problems with the college 
system. The report said a higher per-
centage of homosexuals and religious 

Catherine 
Adcock 

students probably tend to live off cam-
pus as well. My experience has been 
that anyone who didn't fit entirely in 
with the dominant culture tended to 

move off-campus. 
Of course, there are 

many exceptions to these 
generalizations. Not all 
black or gay students live 
off campus, which makes 
it hard to witness this hap-
pening in one's own col-
lege. Everyone has at least 
one if not several black or 
Hispanic friends. 

I don't blame the col-
leges themselves, but the 
system. Of any entering 
class, only a small frac-

tion are minorities. This fraction is 
then divided by the nine colleges so 
that only a handful are at each col-
lege — 21 blacks, 31 Hispanics and 
30 multiracial students per college if 
they are divided equally. Taking into 
consideration that almost all of the 
juniors and seniors of these groups 
live off campus, most upperclass-
men left on campus to direct the 
culture of the college are whites. 

The colleges can't please every-
one. However, the college system at 
Rice is one of our major selling points 
and what distinguishes us from many 
of our peer institutions. It's a draw for 
a lot of incoming students. So we must 
work harder to make the colleges 
more hospitable for those who don't 
fit in, or create viable on-campus alter-
natives to the college system. 

Attempts at dialogues on diversity 
and multiculturalism in the colleges 
have yet to achieve the desired effect 
of a welcoming college environment 
Until this happens, students who don't 
fit into the college system need to be 
given more opportunities to integrate 
themselves into Rice through all-cam-
pus activities. 

The college system isn't the end-
all-be-all of activity at Rice. I love my 
college, but I also love non-college 
related activities. If it were more ac-
cepted for students to center their 
lives around campus-wide activities, 
like KTRU or the Black Student Asso-
ciation — currently I don't feel such 
an attitude is prevalent — students 
would still feel connected to the Rice 
campus even if they weren't connected 
to their college. In order for this to 
work, these students would need even 
more support via better facilities in 
the student center and outreach from 
Student Affairs that isn't filtered 
through the college system. 

The college system creates prob-
lems for many people. It's great in the 
way it creates diversity and forces 
people to interact with those they 
wouldn't necessarily otherwise spend 
time, but it makes it hard for those 
who don't fit into the dominant cul-
ture. It's a problem we don't have to 
live with, but changing it will take a 
strong and proactive effort on the part 
of college and university leaders. 

Catherine Adcock is a Martel College 
senior and features editor. 

Guest column 

Ghettopoly promotes hurtful stereotypes 
A c o m p o n e n t of any decent child-
hood is playing games common to 
one'sculture, such as tag. Red Rover, 
Uno and Monopoly for Americans. 
Some of our first experi-
ences in making shrewd 
decisions and making the 
best of a bad situation 
came from these games, 
and 1 feel strongly about 
their importance to soci-
ety in general. I also feel 
that introducing racist and 
morally objectionable el-
ements to these games 
would completely under-
mine their value and their 
purpose. 

David Chang is the cre-
ator of Ghettopoly (recommended 
for ages 13 and up), a modified ver-
sion of Hasbro's timeless Monopoly 
that replaces Mr. Moneybags with 
an irate black man holding a 40 oz. 
beer in one hand and a gun in the 
other. The object of the game is to 
buy stolen property and develop it 
by building crack houses and 
projects. Chang alleges that he cre-
ated the game to solely be a parody 
of ridiculous stereotypes in America 
and that it is "controversial because 
it is both fun and real life." 

What he fails to realize is that 
parodies, when done carelessly, can 
promote stereotypes. 

Parody usually aims to single out 
preposterous aspects of reality and 
make fun of them in a humorous 
manner. Under a different guise, I 
may have found Ghettopoly funny, 
but it does not treat sensitive issues 
with sufficient deference to be a 
successful parody. 

This game glorifies — and re-
wards the instigators of — many of 
the struggles that low-income blacks 
have faced for decades, such as vio-
lence, drug abuse and crime. The 
Ghetto Stash (Community Chest) 
cards include, "You got yo whole 
neighborhood addicted to crack. 
Collect $50 from each playa." Hustle 
(Chance) cards still surprise par-
ticipants with monetary rewards, but 
instead of collecting the money from 
the bank, the players steal it. 

Sadly enough, the "fun" doesn't 
stop with black people. Asian-owned 
massage parlors, Jewish-owned jew-
elry stores and Hispanic-owned chop 

pimp 

Stephanie 
Taylor 

shops are all places on the board 
where game pieces — including a 
basketbal l , mar i juana leaf and 

might land. 
Yes, this game shows 

how ridiculous racial ste-
reotypes in America are, 
but it does absolutely 
nothing to dispel them. 
All th is game accom-
plishes is to make people 
more aware of these nega-
tive perceptions, putting 
more myths out there for 
society to perpetuate. 

Worse, Ghettopoly is 
tackling stereotypes that 
the creator of the game 
may not unde r s t and . 

Chang immigrated to the United 
States when he was eight and has 
never lived in a ghetto; in fact, by his 
own admission, he has never even 
been to one. Just as you would get 
upset if someone outside of your 
family remarked negatively on a 
relative's appearance, blacks take 
statements from non-blacks to heart. 

Does that mean it would be okay 
if I, a black female who has lived in 
a ghetto, created and sold this game? 
Absolutely not. In fact, this hypo-
thetical case would probably be 
worse in terms of evaluating the 
creator's ethics. 

Chang's exclusion from the sec-
tor of society he ridicules just 
makes this game more offensive 
than the content already does. The 
fact that Chang cannot relate to 
what he is propagat ing makes 
black opposition to the game per-
sonal and aggressive, as opposed 
to the passive contempt blacks hold 
toward those hurtful actions ex-
pressed by some members of our 
own culture. 

Our contempt, however, should 
never be passive. This game is inap-
propriate just as certain hip-hop 
songs, music videos and predomi-
nantly black films are inappropriate. 
All of these take negative stereo-
types and the plight of a people and 
profit from them. 

As someone who knows what 
dtui' abuse can do to ambitious 
people and happy families. 1 do not 
appn date a game where someone 
colic ts counterfeit money from play-
ers fur spreading such a sickness. 

As someone who is familiar with 
sexual harassment and abuse, I do 
not appreciate songs or games that 
portray all black women as objects 
to be acquired, used and then 
dropped. These are serious issues 
that are no longer being taken seri-
ously, and the situation is getting 
worse. Neither cultural ownership 
nor the sake of having fun are valid 
reasons to promote such garbage. 
No one should feel justified in creat-
ing or contributing to a tense racial 
environment. 

That said, I strongly oppose the 
purchase of this game or its release 
into the mainstream market. We 
have to draw the line somewhere 
between entertainment and com-
plete thoughtlessness and let oth-
ers know that not everything is "just 
a game." 

Stephanie Taylor is a Hanszen Col-
lege junior and a member of the Rice 
chapter of the NAACP. 
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Improve or supplement 
ineffective airport security 
Heard of Nathaniel Heatwole? 
Neither had I, until he was 
arrested a few weeks ago. He blew 
the whistle on himself, telling fed-
eral authorities by 
e-mail that he had car-
ried box cutters, bleach 
and matches on as many 
as six commercial air-
craft. No big deal, right? 

It depends. The ma-
jority of us know what a 
hassle traveling by plane 
is these days. Heatwole 
exposed how useless all 
that hassle might be. 

First considerthatthe 
airports involved are 
Raleigh-Durham Interna-
tional Airport and Baltimore-Wash-
ington International Airport These 
are not small backwater airports, 
but major ones that service millions 
of people each year. If security is a 
concern, we should expect larger 
airports to be more secure than oth-
ers. It appears this is not the case. 

Second, while bleach might not 
be a big deal, matches potentially 
are and box cutters are certainly of 
grave concern. Box cutters were 
used by the 9/11 terrorists. That 
box cutters got through not once, 
but multiple times at major airports 
shows a severe deficiency in the 
integrity of our security systems. 

Third, the smuggled items were 

David 
Axel 

it is doubtful any group of passen-
gers would sitidlyby while aterrorist 
attempted a repeat attack, but they 
might be hard-pressed to fight back 

if they were at the mercy 
of a knife-wielding mad-
man and had nothing but 
a plastic fork. 

Air marshals are the 
obvious solution, but 
what then is the purpose 
of such extensive secu-
rity on the ground, 
which eats up millions 
in funding and requires 
travelers to arrive hours 
before their flight and 
submit to rigorous 
searches? Such redun-

dancy arguably doesn't improve 
security at all, and certainly doesn't 
alleviate the fru strations of the trav-
eling public. 

For example: On a recent trip I 
forgot about the Leatherman Mi-
cra I carry on my keyring. The 
Micra has, among other things, a 
small penknife. I had on previous 
occasions been forced to mail it to 
myself. Knowing that if I got caught 
I could simply mail it again, I tucked 
it into my bag. The Micra, with its 
knife, got through. This was at 
Bush Intercontinental Airport. On 
the way back, the knife was found 
at the much smaller Fayetteville, 
Ark., airport. I was forced to en-

undetected on the planes for five dure a search through my entire 
weeks. (AuthoritiesfoundHeatwole's 
(confession shortly after discover-
ing them.) 

All this is unsettling. The strat-
egy implemented by the federal 
government involves the employ-
ment of thousands of security per-
sonnel with the intent of prevent-
ing dangerous materials or poten-
tial weapons from finding their way 
onto a plane, yet the system is 
clearly weak. Heatwole is not the 
only person to successfully get a 
knife or other dangerous object 
through security; ABC News cor-
respondents have gotten similar 
materials onto a plane. 

At the same time, the federal gov-
ernment is training 5,000 new air 
marshals to keep us safe. 1 would call 
this redundancy, but that assumes 
the pre-boarding security is working 
every time. It clearly isn't. 

What concerns me is that if a 
terrorist gets a knife through, he 
could potentially be the only one on 
the plane with a weapon, since such 
common items as pocketknives 
aren't allowed. In this post-9/11 era, 

carry-on bag and a rigorous screen-
ing with a metal detector wand. 

I understand the need for secu-
rity, and that a penknife hidden in a 
small side pocket makes me seem 
suspicious, but would I really be a 
danger to anyone if an air marshal, 
armed with a pistol, was on the plane? 

In short, the federal government 
should drop its charges against 
Heatwole, and we should all thank 
him for showing where our secu-
rity is lacking. Further, if we con-
tinue to decide security is a greater 
concern than freedom, we should 
at least do ourselves the favor of 
making that security effective by 
ensuring standards are met at all 
airports. Even better would be put-
ting an air marshal on every flight. 
They would be much more effec-
tive than any security check and 
would allow us to relax ground 
security a little — saving ourselves 
a lot of unnecessary frustration 
comeThanksgivingand Christmas. 

David Axel 
sophomore. 
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I too am a 'Berliner,' through an abroad adventure 
Returning to my office from a Rice 
baseball game last June, I stopped to 
look at the section of the Berlin Wall 
outside Baker Hall. Contemplating 
the wall section and read-
ing the inscription on the 
plaque brought back 
memories of some 
39 years ago when I was 
working in Germany als 
Practicant (as a trainee). I 
had gone to Germany in 
1964 on an exchange pro-
gram sponsored by 
IAESTE, the International 
Association for Exchange 
of Students for Technical 
Experience, and found 
myself working on a drill-
ing rig, which belonged to a German 
oil company. 

I was living in the country, renting 
a tiny room in a farmhouse. Virtually 
no one in this rural environment 
spoke any English. I was envious of 
the other Practikants who were work-
ing in cities. There you could meet 
with other foreigners and speak En-
glish. This total immersion was a 
little more than I had bargained for, 
but this did cause me to have a much 
better command of the German lan-
guage than most of the other 
Practikants. 

While working on the drilling 
rig, I frequently read a German 
workers' newspaper. It was an eight 
pager and was mainly pictures with 
short articles, just right for my level 
of German. I remember that sum-
mer was part of the year of the 
topless craze. Of course, the news-
paper had many pictures of young 
German women going ohne at the 
beach (with strategically placed 
black sensor bars). Even though 
this was my main interest at the 
time, I did notice that the top right-
hand corner of the front page each 
day had the number of days that the 
Berlin Wall had been up. 

About midway through the sum-
mer, all the foreign Practikants work-
ing in Germany went to Hanover, 
just shy of the East German border, 
for a meeting. While we were at the 
conference, five of us decided to 
rent a Volkswagen microbus and 
drive to Berlin. The day after the 
conference was over, we left for 
Berlin. We were all foreigners: one 
Brit, one Fin, two Yanks, a Swede 
and the Fin's girlfriend, plus one 
German girl who wanted to see her 
boyfriend in Berlin. 

We drove on the autobahn to the 
East German border where we had 
to go through "access control." We 
then entered one of the two land 
access routes through East Ger-
many into Berlin. It was a narrow 
strip of land with the autobahn and 

Ik 

Dave 
McStravick 

railroad tracks confined by barbed 
wire fences on either side. Beyond 
the fences were mine fields, or so we 
heard. It was 110 miles through this 

no man's land until we re-
entered the "West," or 
West Berlin. At this trans-
fer point, there were armed 
guards with submachine 
guns. The car was in-
spected, and we finally got 
through. This was a sim-
pler time, and a kid from 
the United States couldn't 
help wondering, "Would 
these guys really shootvou 
if you tried to run through 
the barricade?" 

In the city, we looked 
up the youth hostel where we had 
planned to stay. When we got there, 
we found out that they did not have 
any room for the guys — there was 
room only for our female passen-
gers. So we pulled into a construc-
tion lot next to the youth hostel and 
prepared to spend the night in the 
van. We had a rather miserable 
night sleeping sitting up and were 
up early as it was a relief to get up. 

All we could see was a 
silhouette, but one 

thing was clear: He 
was carrying a 

submachine gun. 

Two of us decided to look for a 
different youth hostel. The Brit and 
I set out on the elevated train with 
an address and some general di-
rections. While riding the elevated 
train, we noticed in the distance a 
sawhorse and barbed wire barri-
cade. It seemed to snake along 
next to us and then go away, only 
to return. Then it became more 
substantial, like a wall. I began to 
wonder if it was "The Wall." 

We stopped at several stations, 
and as we continued, the wall was 
still there. Finally, we made a hard 
left, and we crossed over this 
"thing." I began to think this could 
not be "The Wall," as we did not go 
back over it. 

We came to a station, and the 
train stopped. People began get-
ting off. After a while, the Brit and 
I noticed that we were the only 
ones left on the train. We looked at 
each other and wondered what to 
do. This was the Friedrich Strasse 
station, and we wanted to go on to a 
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stop near Checkpoint Charlie. No 
one was getting on the elevated 
train. Finally, we decided this train 
wasn't going on any time soon, so 
we went into the station. 

As we walked the platform, we 
saw the submachine-gun-toting 
guards like we had seen at the 
border crossing. Finally, we saw a 
sign in several languages, and un-
fortunately I recognized one was 
definitely Russian. As unbelievable 
as it seemed, we had to be in East 
Berlin. 

But you cannot just ride the el-
evated train into the Russian sec-
tor, can you? Although it was a 
puzzle how we got there, we were 
more concerned about how we were 
going to get to our next stop. After 
much wandering through the sta-
tion, I asked someone in my best 
German where we were and how do 
we get to Checkpoint Charlie. After 
some discussion, we were told that 
we were indeed in East Berlin and 
should go down to the Unterbahn 
(subway) to go back out to Check-
point Charlie and West Berlin. We 
later found out that the Friedrich 
Strasse station was the only station 
on the elevated system that was in 
East Berlin. This was where the 
Germans could cross into East Ber-
lin, but foreigners could not. So we 
got on the U-bahn and headed back 
to West Berlin. We were very re-
lieved to be back in the West. We 
found the youth hostel and signed 
up for spending the next night in 
relative comfort. 

That afternoon, we went to 
Checkpoint Charlie and crossed 
"properly" into East Berlin. The dif-
ference between East and West was 
very dramatic. As we traveled the 
streets of East Berlin, it looked like 
World War II had just ended a few 
years earlier. Many of the build-
ings were still skeletons with the 
rubble just tossed into the remains 
of the structures. If you have seen 
any of the old newsreels of the Ber-
lin airlift, East Berlin looked like it 
had not made much progress since 
then, although the airlift was al-
most 17 years earlier. West Berlin, 
on the other hand, was vibrant and 
fully restored. 

The next night, after having too 
many beers, we still were not ready 
to go to sleep. As we walked "home," 
we saw an illuminated portion of the 
Wall. At this point, we decided it 
would be fun to take a night walk 
along the Wall. The first part of the 
walk was well lit, but as we got far-
ther along, the lighting became less 
and less. At one point, we passed a 
weathered sign that was hard to read, 
but we could make out that it said, 

"You are now leaving the American 
sector." I vaguely remember won-
dering what sector we were enter-
ing, but we went on undaunted. 

Our goal was the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, which is near the 
Brandenberg Gate and visible from 
the West. We had seen it when we 
visited the Gate earlier in the day and 
thought it would be interesting to see 
at night. We finally ended up heading 
toward a well-lit area walking along a 
narrow path, which was overgrown 
with hedges on both sides. As we 
proceeded, we could make out a fig-
ure walking toward us. All we could 
see was a silhouette, but one thing 
was clear: He was carrying a 
submachine gun. We wanted to walk 
off the path, but the hedge was so 
thick that it would not have appeared 
to be incidental, but more like a panic 
attempt to avoid the oncoming sol-
dier. We decided to play it "cool" and 
just keep walking forward. 

The ucraziness " of 
ordinary life in such a 

divided city was hard to 
imagine unless you had 
seen it firsthand. This 

tiny outpost of the West 
in East Germany was a 
besieged island in a sea 

of communism. 

At this point, the "You are now 
leaving the American sector" sign 
loomed heavily in my mind. We all 
sobered very quickly and tried to 
look very casual, really hoping this 
guy spoke English and wasn't trig-
ger-happy. When we got within ear-
shot , he shou ted , "Halt." We 
stopped, and I wondered, "How do 
we explain what we were doing?" 
In my best German, I tried to ex-
plain we were just walking the Wall 
and wanted to go to the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. The guard 
quickly realized I was not German 
and responded in English. Much 
to our relief, it turned out that he 
was a West Berlin wall guard, 
something I did not realize even 
existed. He cautioned us that it 
was unwise to walk the wall at 
night, and, of course, we heartily 
agreed at this point. We made our 
way back to the van and decided to 

get a few hours sleep and then 
head back to Hanover. 

When we started out, it was still 
the middle of the night. As we 
pulled out of West Berlin, we again 
went through the guarded barri-
cade and into the access corridor. 
I have driven many lonely roads in 
south Texas at night, but this no 
man's land road seemed the most 
desolate of all that night. We did 
not see any other cars on the road, 
going or coming. 

After an hour or so, we ap-
proached a sign announcing a split 
in the autobahn. We had slowed to 
a stop to read the signs, and at this 
point, we were passed by the only 
car we had seen the whole night. 
We were apprehensive because we 
did not want to take the wrong path 
to the West since there were no 
crossovers and the other corridor 
went to southern Germany and was 
considerably longer. For sure, we 
did not want to run out of gas on 
this road. We approached the split 
in the road, and the car that passed 
us was waiting for us on the Hanover 
exit with its lights blinking. I as-
sume they could tell we were from 
Hanover by our license plates. We 
fell in behind them, and followed 
them back to West Germany. 

We arrived in Hanover, and I 
caught the train and bus back to the 
site of the drilling rig for my shift. 
In the "dog house" during break, I 
saw a copy of the workers' newspa-
per, and as usual they had on the 
front page "Die Mauerist 1063 Tage 
alt" (The Wall is 1,063 days old). 
That brief item in the paper now 
meant so much more to me than it 
had before my trip. In fact, with my 
encounters and misadventures, I 
felt as President John Kennedy had 
several years earlier, that I too could 
say: "Ich bin ein Berliner" ("I am a 
Berliner"). 

I would never forget the stark 
contrast between East and West 
Berlin. The "craziness" of ordinary 
life in such a divided city was hard to 
imagine unless you had seen it first-
hand. ' !his tiny outpost of the West 
ir. East Germany was a besieged 
island in a sea of communism. This 
experience would always be with 
me and became a part of my ex-
tended formal education. When I 
got back to Rice and compared my 
summer work with the rest of my 
fellow mechanical engineers, I real-
ized this had been a special experi-
ence that most of my friends would 
never have. 

Dave McStravick (Baker '64) is a 
lecturer in Mechanical Engineering 
and Materials Science. 
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[igerian President speaks about African politics 
by Ian Everhart 

THKESHEK STAFF 

Nigerian President Olusegun 
Obasanjo spoke about democracy 
and economic development in Af-
rica and reform processes in Nigeria 
at the James A. Baker III Institute 
for Public Policy Wednesday. 

Obasanjo said Africa's recent his-
tory has been negatively influenced 
by the legacy of colonialism and by 
mismanagement on the part of post-
independence leaders. For the past 
40years, he said, the image of Africa 
in the West has been one of chaos, 
war, disease and poverty. 

"Africa has been unstable for far 
too long," Obasanjo said. "Stability 
serves as a necessary precondition 
for development and progress." 

Because colonial powers divided 
the continent without regard to eth-
nic groups, African nations lacked 
unity even after they achieved inde-
pendence, Obasanjo said. 

"Post-independence Africa was 
born with a disability of instability," 
he said. "Africa is seen as the victim 
of the enduring consequences of sla-
very, colonialism and economic ex-
ploitation. Africa remains largely 
fragmented because it was artificially 
carved into many unviable nation-
states." 

Home-grown African develop-

ment plans have had varying levels 
of success, but even successful cases 
require the developed world to play 
a key role, Obasanjo said. 

"We need the rest of the world, 
but the rest of the world will only 
help us when we are willing and able 
to help ourselves," he said. 

'Stability serves as a 
necessary precondition 
for development and 
progress.' 

— Olusegun Obasanjo 
Nigerian president 

Obasanjo said since Nigeria re-
turned to civilian rule and democracy 
in 1999, the country is on its way to 
becoming an African success story. 

"Our transition to democracyfour 
years ago did not just mark the end 
of the darkest period of Nigeria's 
history, it also restored hope and 
confidence in our people in them-
selves," he said. 

Since taking office, Obasanjo said 
he has taken great strides toward 

reforming the judicial system, elimi-
nating official corruption and increas-
ing transparency in government. 

"The damage caused by corrup-
tion is unquantifiable," he said. "The 
anti-corruption campaign is a first 
priority for our government." 

Obasanjo also spoke about his 
administration's foreign policy. He 
said Nigeria will seek to help other 
African countries achieve security 
and cited recent Nigerian efforts in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia, as well as 
Nigeria's role in helping to found 
the New Partnership for Africa's De-
velopment. Through NEPAD, Nige-
ria will continue to work for Africa's 
peace, security and prosperity, he 
said. 

In a question-and-answer ses-
sion following his add re s s , 
Obasanjo said claims that African 
culture conflicts with developmen-
tal policies are baseless. 

"Development must take place 
irrespective of our culture, irrespec-
tive of our language, irrespective of 
our religion," he said. "We believe 
that any aspect of our culture which 
does not help development must be 
looked at again." 

Nigeria, Africa's most populous 
country, is divided between 70 mil-
lion Christians and 70 million Mus-
lims. Obasanjo acknowledged the 
presence of both Christian and Mus-
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Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo spoke at Rice on Wednesday in Baker Hall. 

lim extremists in Nigeria, but said 
the country is largely a model for 
Christian-Muslim relations else-
where in the world. 

"Nigeria can teach the world to 
coexist between Islam and Chris-
tianity," he said. "There are moder-
ates in sufficient numbers that you 
can prevail on either side to not carry 
things too far." 

Will Rice College freshman David 
Swerdlow said he was glad to see a 
non-Western speaker at the Baker 
Institute. 

"I thought it was a really good 

opportunity to have somebody speak 
from an African perspective, because 
so often we only hear a European or 
American perspective on the issues," 
Swerdlow said. 

Baker College junior Nishta 
Mehra said she was slightly disap-
pointed with the question-and-an-
swer session. 

"Some of the questions weren't 
answered as specifically as I would 
have liked, but he was positive and 
optimistic, and 1 think that's what a 
lot of people here wanted to hear," 
Mehra said. 
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o f 1972 , a n d by the T e x a s C o m m i s s i o n on H u m a n 

R i g h t s Act . 

S E X U A L H A R A S S M E N T D E F I N E D 

Sexua l h a r a s s m e n t is u n w e l c o m e sexual a d v a n c e s , 

r eques t s lor sexua l f a v o r s , and o t h e r u n w e l c o m e verbal 

o r phys ica l behav io r of a sexua l na tu re w h e r e : 

1 S u b m i s s i o n to such c o n d u c t is m a d e , e i the r ex-

p l i c i t l y or i m p l i c i t l y , a t e r m o r a c o n d i t i o n o f an 

ind iv idua l s educa t ion or e m p l o y m e n t ; 

2. S u b m i s s i o n to or r e jec t ion of such c o n d u c t by an 

ind iv idua l is used as ihc basis fo r a c a d e m i c o r e m p l o y -

men t dec i s i ons a f f ec t ing the i n d i v i d u a l ' s w e l f a r e ; o r 

3. S u c h c o n d u c t has the p u r p o s e or e f f e c t of subs t an -

t ial ly in te r fe r ing with an i n d i v i d u a l ' s w e l f a r e or aca-

d e m i c or work p e r f o r m a n c e o r c r ea t e s an in t imida t ing , 

hos t i le , o f f e n s i v e , o r d e m e a n i n g e d u c a t i o n a l or work 

e n v i r o n m e n t . 

Sexua l h a r a s s m e n t can o c c u r b e t w e e n p e r s o n s of the 

s a m e or o p p o s i t e sex . In add i t ion , the v ic t im d o e s not 

necessa r i ly have to be the pe r son to w h o m the u n w e l -

c o m e sexual conduc t is d i rec ted but cou ld be a third 

par ty w h o is a f f e c t e d by b e h a v i o r that subs tan t ia l ly in-

t e r f e re s wi th that third p a r t y ' s w e l f a r e or a c a d e m i c o r 

w o r k p e r f o r m a n c e . 

The Office of Equal Employment and Affirmative Action 
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POLICE BLOTTER 

The following were reported to the University Police for the period Oct. 
28 - Nov. 4. 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College Nov. 2 

Lovett College Nov. 2 

Academic Buildings 
Fondren Library Oct. 29 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall Oct. 30 
Fondren Library Oct. 30 

Fondren Library Oct. 30 

Other Buildings 
Rice Memorial Center Oct. 31 
Rice Media Center Nov. 3 

Other Areas 
Rice Stadium 

Laboratory Road 

Nov. 1 

Nov. 4 

Dryden and Stockton Nov. 1 
Streets 

Parking Lots 
South Colleges Lot Nov. 1 

Student returned to NOD after being 
escorted out of the party. Student's 
master notified. 
Passenger window broken in car 
and attempted burglary. 

Backpack stolen. 
Harassment reported. 
Book and compact disc player 
stolen. 
Chemistry book stolen. 

Missing purse reported. 
Bike stolen. 

Non-Rice subject with previous 
criminal trespass warning arrested 
for t i cke t scalp ing. Subject 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 
Driver pulled over for not stopping 
at stop sign and arrested for 
outstanding warrants. Subject 
remanded Harris County Jail. 

Driver arrested for dr iv ing 
while intoxicated after almost 
colliding with a patrol car. Subject 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Texas A&M University student 
arrested for violating a criminal 
trespass warning. Subject had been 
removed from NOD for urinating off 
a second-floor balcony and later 
returned to the party. Subject 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 
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Love dogs? 
Love soccer? 

Love technology? 
Find out what happens when a CMU 

scientist puts the three together 
Monday, Nov. 10, 4pm 

Duncan Hall, McMurtry Auditorium 
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We have oatmeal with 
your name on it. 

threshei@rice.edu 

Civil engineering degree back 
by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a one-year hiatus, the Bach-
elor of Science degree in civil and 
environmental engineering will once 
again appear in the General An-
nouncements. The CEVE depart-
ment unveiled the proposed degree 
r e q u i r e m e n t s to s t u d e n t s at 
Wednesday's American Society of 
Civil Engineers meeting. 

The degree 's new curriculum, 
which has been approved by the 
CEVE faculty and is currently under 
review by the dean of engineering, 
is scheduled to go into effect for the 
2004-'05 academic year. Changes 
include the addition of a fourth area 
of specialization within the major 
and a required introductory course 
that acquaints freshmen with the 
field of civil engineering. 

Under the 2003-2004 General 
Announcements , CEVE students 
graduate with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree , which is not a professional 
degree . The Bachelor of Science 
in civil and environmental engi-
nee r ing was temporar i ly elimi-
nated while a three-person faculty 
commit tee reworked the curricu-
lum, depar tment chair Herb Ward 
said. 

Ward said the temporary elimi-
nation did not affect current CEVE 
majors because students can gradu-
ate using the requirements under 
which they matriculated. Ward said 
the department had always planned 
to reinstate the B.S. degree after 
overhauling the curriculum. 

The broader-based degree hinges 
on four a reas of specialization: 
hydroiogy and water resources ; 
structural engineering and mechan-
ics; urban infrastructure and man-
agement; and environmental engi-
neering. Students must take courses 
in all four areas, and can specialize 

in one or more areas if they choose. 
Currently, students concentrate in 
either structural engineering, envi-
ronmental engineering or engineer-
ing management. 

Ward said he thinks the changes 
diversify the curriculum and bring 
the degree in line with the Accredi-
tation Board for Engineering and 
Technology's increasing emphasis 
on flexibility. 

7 would encourage an 
incoming freshman not 
to major in civil 
engineering.' 

— Owen Miller, 
Wiess senior 

"We were trying to make [the 
degree] somewhat more flexible, 
with an attractiveness to a greater 
number of students," he said at 
Wednesday's meeting. 

Rice's B.S. program for civil engi-
neering is scheduled for reaccredi-
tation review in 2006. 

Students who attended the ASCE 
meeting expressed concern that the 
new curriculum will favor students 
interested in environmental engi-
neering over those interested in civil 
engineering. The civil engineering 
and environmental engineering pro-
grams merged to form one depart-
ment in 2001. 

Lovett College junior Amy Askin, 
who is concentrating in structural 
engineering, said she thinks the 
breadth of the new curriculum will 
benefit incoming students, but said 
she had hoped for a more even dis-
tribution of required courses. 

T h e only real concern that I have 
is the increasing number of environ-
mental courses that are required for 
e v e r y o n e w h e n not e v e r y o n e 
chooses to specialize in that area," 
she said. "I think most of us have 
some concerns about the extent of 
environmental engineering require-
ments." 

W i e s s Col lege sen ior Owen 
Miller, who is concentrating in engi-
neering management, said he views 
the new curriculum as a step away 
from civil engineering priorities. 
Miller said he would not recommend 
Rice's department to a prospective 
civil engineer. 

"I would encourage an incoming 
freshman not to major in civil engi-
neering," he said. 

Miller said al though the cur-
r i c u l u m c h a n g e s will d i r ec t l y 
affect only fu tu re s tuden t s , he 
thinks they will indirectly affect 
graduating seniors as well. 

"[The department is] putting out 
a sort of inferior product and mak-
ing my degree look less valuable in 
the future," he said. 

ASCE president Dylan Hedrick, 
a Martel College senior, said he 
thinks the department listened to 
suggestions made by students at the 
beginning of the semester and in-
corporated some of them into the 
curriculum. 

"I think that the students got to 
voice their concerns and the faculty 
listened to them, but I think that the 
curriculum is in a pretty finalized 
state by now," Hedrick, the Thresher 
assistant sports editor, said. 

Ward said the curriculum is lim-
ited by the department 's current re-
sources and will develop over time. 
The department will take on a new 
faculty member next year and will 
continue its search for an additional 
assistant professor and a new de-
partment chair. 

"Gender, Culture, and Politics" 

Amartya Sen's research has covered a n u m b e r of fields in 

economics, philosophy, and decision theory, including social 

choice theory, welfare economics, theory of measurement , 

development economics, moral a n d political philosophy, 

and the economics of peace and war. 

Amartya Sen 
Economist and J Philosopher 

Current ly Professor Sen is master of 

Trinity College, Cambridge , UK, and will 

r e tu rn to Harva rd University as Lamont 

.University Professor in January 2004. 

Still an Indian citizen, Professor Sen 

began his studies at Presidency College 

in Calcutta, India, and cont inued at 

Trinity College, Cambridge. Before 

jo ining Harvard in 1987, he was the D r u m m o n d Professor 

of Political Economy at Oxford University and a fellow of All 

Souls College. 

Professor Sen has received numerous awards t h roughout 

his life and career. Among them are the Bharat Ratna. the 

highest civilian honor awarded by the president of India; 

the Frank E. Se idman Dist inguished Award in Political 

Economy; the Senator Giovanni Agnelli In ternat ional Prize 

in Ethics; the Alan Shawn Feinstein World Hunger Award; 

the Edinburgh Medal; the Brazilian O r d e m do Merito 

Cientifico, Gra-Cruz ; the Presidency of the Italian Republic 

Medal; the Eisenhower Medal; Honora ry Companion of 

Honour ; and the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1998. 

>.V. -V:. -

2003-04 
President's Lecture Series 

Rice University 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER I D , 2 0 0 3 

B.-OD P.M. 

Rice MEMORIAL CENTER 

B R A N D HALL 

ADMISSION: N O CHARGE 

S U P P O R T E D BY 

THE J . NEWTON RAYZOR 

LECTURE FUND 

CALL 713-348*5585, 

E-MAIL RtCEfH .s@RiCE.EDu , 

OR REFER TO 

HTTWIS'WWW.RICE.EOU/iH.S 

."v* -* 

mailto:threshei@rice.edu
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Debate team wins state 

Club 13:1, Sid windows: 0 
MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Club 13 runners proceed through Sid Richardson College Friday night after breaking a window. No one was 
hurt. The Halloween Club 13 run is traditionally one of the largest runs of the year. 

METRORall testing is extending to 
daytime hours. Trains will be 
operating through Reliant Park, 
the Texas Medical Center, the 
Museum District, Midtown and 
Downtown. If you are traveling in 
these areas, piay It safe and 
remember: 

• Stay alert. METRORail is quieter 
than a bus and most cars. You may 
not hear it coming. 

• took for and obey all signals, 
m and 

you 
It is 

and against the law. 
the tracks only at designated 

pedestrian crossings. 
• Never stand on or near the tracks. 

With METRORail S 
service on Jan. 1, testing will con 
24 hours a day through year s e 

m 

tomorrow 

4 out of 5 Thresher editors are 
going to Esperanza. 

Not too late to get the fifth. 

by Katherine Corley 
THRESHER STAFF 

T h e Rice Speech and Debate 
Team won first place in the annual 
Texas Intercollegiate Forensics As-
sociation Fall State Championship 
tournament in San Marcos last week-
end. 

The team of 10 George R. Brown 
Forensics Society members domi-
nated, winning 19 individual awards, 
three team awards and 10 individual 
state championships. 

Assistant Director of Forensics 
Jeremy Grace, who has coached the 
team for two years, said he was 
pleased with its performance. 

"I was incredibly proud of the 
team and delighted by the suc-
cess," Grace, a Martel College resi-
dent associate, said. "Our team is a 
very young one, and they really 
pulled together to make the vic-
tory happen." 

In the debate sweepstakes, two 
Rice teams made the final, result-
ing in a "closed out" tournament, 
with the Rice teams sharing the 
championship. 

Di rec tor of Forens ics David 
Worth said members were willing to 
miss the Night of Decadence party, 
which shows their commitment to 
the team. 

"The compet i to r s sacrif ice a 
lot," Worth said. "While they get 
the thrill of victory, they also miss 
the occasional NOD or other cam-
pus activity." 

The team competes in 15 to 20 tour-
namen t s a year, traveling 10 to 
12 weekends. Today through Sunday 
they are competing in the Northridge 
Speech and Debate Tournament at 

California State University. 
Sid Richardson College sopho-

more Kim Swanson said the skills 
debaters gain are worth the commit-
ment. 

"[I enjoy] having the opportunity 
to argue for something in which I 
passionately believe," Swanson said. 
"(Debate] forces you to view things 
from two different perspectives and 
realize that there are pros and cons 
to every plan." 

Others said they thrive on the 
competitive spirit. 

"It's one of the best forms of intel-
lectual compet i t ion I know of," 
Martel College sophomore Nathan 
Smith said. "Also, one only rarely 
gets the opportunity to tell another, 
'Not only are you horrifically wrong, 
you're wrong in three different ways, 
and here are five reasons.'" 

Each team member specializes 
in a min imum of th ree events . 
Those participating in individual 
events, such as dramatic interpre-
tation, are required to compete in 
five areas. Members taking part in 
parliamentary debate, where the 
debate topic is announced only 15 
minutes before the round starts, 
must also compete in extempora-
neous speaking and one other pre-
pared individual event. 

The team, which began practic-
ing in September, averages six to 
eight hours of preparation per week. 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Benjamin Smiley said part of his 
preparation includes keeping up with 
current events. 

"I read The New York Times and 
Wall StreetJournal pretty much daily, 
along with The Economist weekly," 
Smiley said. 

ADVANCE honored 
by Risa Gordon 

IHRESHF.R STAFF 

Rice student diversity organiza-
tion ADVANCE is among the best in 
the nation, according to the Associa-
tion of College Unions International. 

The ACUI, which advocates com-
munity-building on college cam-
puses, presented ADVANCE with 
the Region 12 Mosaic Multicultural 
Education Award at its fall confer-
ence, held Oct. 24-26. Region 12 in-
cludes colleges and universities in 
Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas. 

Chase Danford, a member of 
Advocating Diversity and the Need 
for Cultural Exploration's program-
ming committee, said ADVANCE'S 
uniqueness appealed to the award 
judges. 

"What made ADVANCE stand 
out is just what makes it such an 
excellent organization, and that's its 
commitment to diversity and dia-
logue and helping people to under-
stand each other," Danford, a Baker 
College senior, said. 

The organization's advisers said 
they were proud to receive the award. 

"I'm thrilled that they got that 
recognition and I think the organiza-
tion deserves it," Cathi Clack, direc-
tor of Multicultural Affairs and 
ADVANCE co-adviser, said. 

Every year ADVANCE sponsors 
programs designed to increase stu-
dents awareness of cultural diver-
sity in the Houston community, in-
cluding Culture Quest in the fall, 
Culture Fair in the spring, and other 
programs such as the recent forum 
on Rice's college system. The 27stu-
dents selected for membership meet 
for lunch every Friday to discuss 
topics related to multicultural aware-
ness. 

"[ADVANCE] goes beyond just 
e n g a g i n g s t u d e n t s at Rice in 
[multicultural] education, but we 
also go out into the community," 
Mac Griswold, director of the Com-
munity Involvement Center and 
ADVANCE co-adviser, said. 

ADVANCE'S next public event is 
Culture Quest, held Nov. 15. 

J WE GOT BALLS In Midtown!!! 

ic.i Si Coffee 

fhPIOCc7 

m i 
L 

Bubble Tea 
Frozen & Hot Espresso 

Shakes & Smoothies 
Sandwiches & Desserts 
Free Wireless Internet 

Open 9 am to 11 am Fri-Sat 
9 am to 9 pm Sun 

280K Milam & Drew (3 Blocks Norm 
713.737.7111 www.TR0P10CA.com 
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MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

What does this button do? 
Baker College junior Tina Rad votes in the Houston election Tuesday. 

Online directory also 
has last year's data 
DIRECTORY, from Page 1 
numbers for Lovett students are 
incorrect. 

The online directory also lists 
outdated phone numbers for stu-
dents and has not been updated 
this semester. Some graduate stu-
dents' numbers are accurate be-
cause they live at the same resi-
dences they did last year, but al-
most all undergraduate phone num-
bers are incorrect. 

Many students said they are 
frustrated by the combination of 
incorrect online information and 
incorrect information in the printed 
directory. 

Martel College President Rob 
Gillette said he thinks the lack of a 
centralized directory will be a prob-
lem for students, particularly fresh-
men meeting new people. 

"I can definitely see it being a 
problem for freshmen who don't 
necessarily have those kind of ties 
yet," he said. "What I would hope 
they do is update the online direc-
tory as soon as possible." 

Cooper said she intends to meet 
with Montag and Associate Regis-
trar for Technology John Bates next 
week to discuss the possibility of 
printing an addendum to the direc-
tory. Cooper said such an adden-
dum should be distributed campus-
wide, not just to students. 

' What I would hope 
they do is update the 
online directory as soon 
as possible 

— Rob Gillette, 
Martel College president 

"As important as those numbers 
are to students, they are just as im-
portant to faculty and staff that inter-
act with students," Cooper, who is 
also the Thresher adviser, said. 

Resort Style Living 
Some Include 

Bills Paid * Garages 
Washer/Dryer 

Enslcosed Patios 
Exercise Room 

Fireplace 
Garden Tubs 

We Have All The Specials! 
2 MONTHS FREE! $0 APPLICATION 

$0 Application with this ad 
Broken Leases / Bad Credit Okay! 

Findit 
(713)266-1460 

findithouston.com 

Students tiy out ESTHER system 
by Brooke Lathram 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

The new online student registra-
tion system, ESTHER, will become 
fully functional Nov. 17, but students 
have been able to check their ac-
count status and the Spring 2004 
course listings for three weeks. 

Some students said they think 
ESTHER is not designed as well as 
SISWeb, the previous online regis-
tration system. 

"I liked the old system better," 
Will Rice College senior Kevin 
Brown said. "It had a better organi-
zation, just the way you could visu-
ally interpret all of the information." 

Lovett College senior Audrey 
Hucks said she wishes she could 
search for all courses available in a 
particular time slot. 

"With ESTHER, in order to find 
out which courses are offered at, 
say, 1:00 Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, you have to do an individual 
search on that time slot for each 
department, which gets really frus-
trating if you're not sure whether 
you're looking for an anthropology 
or history or [political science] or 
Spanish class," Hucks said. 

Brown said he dislikes the fact 
that course descriptions are not 
listed on the course schedule. 

"I don't like how they don't have 
the course descriptions on the indi-
vidual classes," Brown said. "You have 
to actually go to another page and look 
that up. It is really annoying." 

Hucks said she is disappointed 
the Registrar chose to switch to the 
ESTHER system. 

"The only real improvement I can 
see is that students can now access 
grades, etc., from off campus." 

Using the new system, students 

will be able to check their grades 
and account status from off-cam-
pus computers . Registering for 
courses without actually consult-
ing an academic adviser will be 
more difficult, as students will need 
to obtain forms from their academic 
advisers and turn the forms in to 
their college coordinators in order 
to receive PIN numbers to register 
online. 

When the system becomes fully 
functional Nov. 17, students who 
have completed enough credi t 
hours to be classified as seniors can 
begin registering for courses. Jun-
iors may begin registering Nov. 18, 
sophomores Nov. 19, and freshman 
Nov. 20. 

'The only real 
improvement I can see 
is that students can now 
access grades, etc., 
from off campus.' 

— Audrey Hucks, 
Lovett senior 

Registrar Jerry Montag said he 
hopes students will log on to the 
system and talk to their advisers as 
soon as possible. 

Kelly Harp, the lovett College 
coordinator, also said she hopes stu-
dents will talk to their advisers soon 
to avoid creating a hectic scene in 
her office just before registration 
begins. 

"I imagine it won't be really busy 

until then," Harp said. "A lot of [stu-
dents] are putting it off. It would be 
wonderful if they could make some 
plans." 

Harp said she plans to send stu-
dents their pin numbers by e-mail 
once they turn in their pre-registra-
tion forms. Hanszen College Coor-
dinator Glynda Cumby said she plans 
to distribute cards with students' pin 
numbers on them. 

Montag said some students have 
had trouble logging in to ESTHER 
and others have lost their pass-
w o r j s . He said his office has been 
able to address individual students' 
problems quickly and he is pleased 
with the transition to the new sys-
tem so far. 

Wiess College freshman Nicky 
Rodin said she thinks the Registrar 
should have sent passwords out later 
to avoid the problem of lost pass-
words. 

"I just wish they would have sent 
out the passwords later, because I 
know a lot of people who lost theirs," 
Rodin said. 

Montag said passwords were sent 
out Oct. 15, the first day students 
were able to access ESTHER. 

Baker College Coord ina to r 
Venora Frasier said she is glad stu-
dents will not be able to avoid meet-
ing with their advisers before regis-
tering for classes. 

"Those people that probably 
would not take the time to visit with 
advisers, especially those that need 
to visit with advisers, will now be 
forced to go and seek advisers," 
Frasier said. "We all want the kids to 
get whatever they need to register 
for their classes." 

ESTHER stands for "Employee 
and Student Tools, Help, and Elec-
tronic Resources." 

Houston Hillel and the Rice Cinema 
invite you to the showing of 

Trembling Before G-d 
with director Sandi DuBowski 
Sunday, November 16 at 7 pm 
at the Rice Cinema 

1 " 
mm 

Trembling Before G-d is an unprecedented 
feature documentary that shatters assumptions 
about faith, sexuality, and religicus fundamen-
talism, Built around intimatdy-told personal I 
stories of Hasidic and Orthodox Jews who are gay or lesbian, the fil m 
portrays a group of people who face a profound dilemma; how to 
reconcile their passionate love of Judasm and the Divine with the 
drastic Biblical prohibitions that forbid homose>uality, Although the 
film is about the gays and lesbians in the Jewish community, their 
struggle and story is relevant to anyone who is passionate about their 
faith, regardless of that faith. 

Foilcwing the film, Mr. DiBcwski will speak and then answer questions 
from merrbers of the audience. The entire program will run 2 to 3 hours. 

This event is made possible with the support of the 
John Steven Kellett Foundation. 

The event is free for students with a valid I.D. 
and is cnly $6 to the public. 

Pi ease contact Gary at Houston Hillel with questions. 713.536.4918 
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Rice to begin C-USA play in 2005 
C-USA from Page 1 

However, the conference shifts 
may not be over. Banowsky con-
firmed a Dallas Morning News re-
port thatTexas Christian University 
may join the Mountain West Confer-
ence. May said he became aware 
during negotiations with C-USA that 
TCU was considering leaving the 
conference. 

"We found Conference USA, with 
or without TCU, to be the very best 
option for Rice and still feel that 
way," May said. "Obviously, we'd 
like to see them stay, and I think all 
the other members of Conference 
USA would agree." 

Should TCU stay in C-USA, Rice 
is expected to be in a Western Divi-
sion of the Conference along with 

7 think we've done 
nothing but enhance the 
bowl possibilities in 
Conference USA/ 

— Ken Hatfield, 
Head football coach 

the University of Houston, Tulane 
University, SMU, TCU and Tulsa. 
The conference would be a single 
division for basketball. 

The proximity of all the schools 
in the proposed Western Division 
and their similarity as private insti-
tutions (except for UH) are two rea-

sons the new C-USA is a good fit for 
Rice, May said. 

TCU Provost William Koehler 
told the Dallas Morning News he 
questions the commitment the new 
C-USA members have toward com-
peting at the highest level of inter-
collegiate athletics. 

" [ SM U, Rice and Tulsa ] are down 
right now, and if there is an interest 
from those programs in bringing 
them back up, only they can answer 
that," Koehler said. 

Banowsky said he thinks the 
new members are fully committed 
to a high level of intercollegiate 
athletics. 

"Each [of the new schools] has 
wonderful educational and athletic 
attributes," Banowsky said. "Each 
has demonstrated their commitment 
to participate at the highest level of 
college athletics." 

Baseball head coach Wayne Gra-
ham said he looks forward to the 
improved quality of play in C-USA, 
which includes perennial baseball 
powerhousesTulane, UH, East Caro-
lina and Central Florida. 

"If we can keep TCU and keep the 
league the way it is, it could be a very 
good league with more opportunities 
to go to regionals," Graham said. 

Football head coach Ken Hatfield 
said he thinks the changes in C-USA 
would improve the conference's na-
tional reputation in football. C-USA 
currently has tie-ins with five bowl 
games, while the WAC has tie-ins 
with three. 

"Adding Marshall and Central 
Florida and some of us that are here 
in this area could add some excite-

AW RSVP Blood Drive 
Thursday, November 20th Friday, November 21st 

Grand Hall, RMC Kelly Lounge, RMC 
1:00 to 4:00 pm 1:00 to 4:00 pm 

Online sign-ups coming soon at www.ruf.rice.edu/~rsvp. 

For more info contact Rachel Dickerson at rachelle@rice.edu. 

ment to the bowl match-ups," 
Hatfie.J said. "I think we've done 
nothing but enhance the bowl possi-
bilities in Conference USA." 

Hatfield said Owls fans would see 
a different type of football in the new 
conference. 

"The WAC is a wide-open offen-
sively oriented conference," Hatfield 
said. "Conference USA has some 

'We found Conference 
USA, with or without 
TCU, to be the very 
best option for Rice 
and still feel that way 

— Bobby May, 

Athletic director 

good scoring teams, but they play 
great defense in Conference USA." 

Men 's basketball head coach 
Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) said he 
is not concerned that Rice will have 
a bad reputation for switching con-
ferences or suffer from its lame-
duck status during the next two 
seasons. 

"I think that people are going to 
develop a resolve and understand-
ing that inst i tut ions have to do 
things that are in their best inter-
est," Wilson said. "We just roll with 
the punches and look to show up 
on game-day and do the best we 
can." 

Many Rice coaches said they ex-
pect the change to benefit recruit-
ing, because more games will be 
played within driving range of re-
cruits' families. Wilson also said re-
cruiting will improve but cited in-
creased East Coast exposure as a 
major reason. 

"The fact that we are going to get 
more East Coast exposure just 
means that nationally, we will ripple 
in more directions and farther," Wil-
son said. 

i 

Early Career Opportunit ies 
Powerful, invigorating and with hidden depths. 
The sea is the natural home of Shell. Its changing 
nature and global coverage represent everything 
that makes the Shell brand what it is. And it 
represents your chance to diversify, specialize, 
develop your career internationally - even change 
direction completely. 

Whichever route you choose you will be given 
a real job with real responsibility. More than 
that you will be surrounded by experts and 
inspirational leaders who can take your career 
to the next level. To learn more, visit your campus 
career center, apply online or e-mail 
collegerecruitment@shell.com 

Shell Companies in the U.S. are equal 
opportunity employers. 

www.shal ! .com/< 

With a powerful resource like Shell behind 
you, your career is destined to make waves. 
It is your turn to make the call. 

We're interested in hearing from 
students in the following disciplines: 

Chemical Engineering 
Electrical Engineering 

Mechanical Engineering 
Petroleum Engineering 

Geoscience 
Human Resources 

Accounting/Finance 
MIS/Computer Science 

Waves of change 

Minutes report findings 
ATHLETICS, from Page 1 
six aspects of Rice athletics it 
found troubling, which include 
the cost of the athletics program 
and the time management pres-
sures Rice athletes face. 

With respect to the social as-
pects of athletics, the report found 
that athletes break campus rules 
at a higher rate than non-athletes 
and that based on feedback from 
the college masters, the integra-
tion of athletes into college life 
still suffers severe problems. 

The academic concerns re-
ported involve both the admis-
sion process for athletes and ath-
letes' academic performance. 

The report noted a "precipi-
tous drop in the SAT scores in 
the bottom quartile of scholar-
ship athletes" in the last three 
years. In addition, the percent-
age of athletes admitted contrary 
to the recommendations of the 
faculty athletics admission sub-
committee has increased in the 
past three years from 3 percent in 
1998 to 14 percent in 2002. 

In terms of current students, 
the report noted that graduation 
rates of athletes have risen in 
recent years, and attributed this 
to a multitude of factors. These 
include that athletics is provid-
ing better tutoring and increas-
ing emphasis on academics and 
that "some department [sic] or 
courses serve as shelters for weak 
students." 

Tin' report looked at the ma-
jors of athletes and found that 29 
percent of athletes major in Kine-
siology, 17 percent in Manage-
rial Studies and 17 percent in 
Economics. It is unclear if these 
numbers include students who 
are double-majoring. The sub-
committee did not attempt to de-
termine if anv of these majors 
were shelters for athletes. 

According to the meet ing ' s 

minutes, during the discussion 
that followed the faculty dis-
cussed several topics, includ-
ing the existence of sheltered 
programs at Rice for athletes 
and concerns over the shifting 
of majors from engineering and 
science to other, less difficult 
programs. 

The Thresher was made aware 
of t h e mee t i ng minu t e s late 
Wednesday afternoon. Davidson, 
President Malcolm Gillis and Ath-
letic Director Bobby May (Will 
Rice '65) could not be reached for 
comment. 

The agenda for Tuesday's fac-
ulty meeting includes a continua-
tion of the discussion on the 
subcommittee 's report. It is un-
clear from the agenda whether 
that part of the meeting will take 
place in a closed session. 

T h e subcommit tee 's report 
was presented to Faculty Council 
last April. In response, the coun-
cil passed two resolutions, one 
calling for a general review of 
Rice athletics and the other ad-
dressing the admission process 
of the bottom quartile of athletes. 

In addition, the Board ofTrust-
ees has commissioned McKinsey 
& Company, a national consult-
ing firm, to review all facets of 
Rice athletics and make compari-
sons on a national level. 

"The idea is that when it gets 
done it's a pretty definitive pic-
ture of the pluses and minuses of 
athletics the way it is now, what 
the alternatives are as we move 
forward, whether we ought to stay 
like we are, whether we ought to 
m a k e minor c h a n g e s , m a j o r 
changes," Chairman of the Board 
Bill Barnett ('55) said in a Sept. 5 
Thresher article. 

The full minutes from the fac-
ulty meeting are available at http:/ 
/www. ruf. rice, edu/-facsec/ 
facm i n/03-9-03. h tml. 

FACULTY M E E T I N G M I N U T E S 

The minutes for the Sept. 3 faculty meeting include a summary 
of the Faculty Council Subcommittee on Athletics report as 
presented by the Committee's chairman, Sociology Professor 
Chandler Davidson. 

The committee's positive findings: 
• Rice's intercollegiate athletic program is, in a numberof ways, 

superior to those of almost all of the more than 100 such 
programs in Division l-A. 

• Many of Rice's athletes do well as students and some are truly 
outstanding. 

• President Gillis, on coming to Rice in 1993, set up a commit-
tee to reform the procedure for admitting athletes. 

The troubling facts the i ommittee believed merited serious 
consideration and further research: 
• The net cost of Division l-A athletics at Rice is astonishingly 

high. The committee considered whether these costs would 
be similar if Rice moved from Division l-A of the NCAA to 
another division. 

• The last three years witnessed a precipitous drop in the SAT 
scores in the bottom quartile of scholarship athletes with the 
difference of these athletes and non-athletes being greater 
than at any time since before 1989. Also the admission 
process for scholarship athletes, under a reform implemented 
in 1995, seems to have regressed in those three years with 
the percentage of athletes who the Faculty Subcommittee 
unanimously advised against admission matriculating increas-
ing from 3% in 1998 to 14% in 2002. 

• Graduation rates of athletes have risen in recent years. The 
committee felt a number of factors could be responsible: 
including that the athletic department provides better tutoring 
and stresses academics to its athletes much more than in 
earlier years and some department or courses serve as 
shelters for weak students. The committee examined the 
departments that athletes majored in and found in spring 
2002,29% of declared majors of athletes were in Kinesiology. 
17% in Managerial Studies, and 17% were in Economics. They 
made no effort to determine if any of these three majors was 
a shelter and felt further study was required. 

• The Committee found that time pressures on athletes at Rice 
as a result of athletic duties is very high, but they could not 
determine with any precision how much time, in terms of 
countable hours, Rice athletes spend on athletic endeavors. 

• On the basis of the questionnaire sent to the masters of the 
nine colleges, the committee concluded that there were 
probably still serious problems with the integration of athletes 
into the activities of college life. 

• Athletes break campus rules at a higher rate than non-
athletes. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~rsvp
mailto:rachelle@rice.edu
mailto:collegerecruitment@shell.com
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Science advisers celebrate Lane 

DAN KOCEVSKI/THRESHER 

Candy-cane striped pair Hanszen junior Helen Cloots, and Hanszen senior 
Justin Mintzer get their dance on at NOD Saturday night. 

Stickers not required 
for Texas ID holders 
NOD, from Page 1 
selves and the way the partygoers 
respected the fact that students were 
volunteering their time," he said. 

Hardcastle said the most serious 
incident he witnessed occurred dur-
ing the first 15 minutes of the party, 
when a student was arrested for pub-
lic urination and transported to Har-
ris County Jail. 

With all three supervisors and 
ten additional emergency medical 
technicians on call around campus, 
REMS was equipped to handle the 
large crowd, Flansbaum said. EMS 
responded to 19 calls, most of which 
were for alcohol intoxication. The 
majority of the patients were turned 
over to volunteer caregivers. 

Party organizers arranged for 
many caregivers to gather in a fourth-
floor Wiess room with food and 
movies while they waited to help 
EMS patients. The central location 
was a new sys tem th is year , 
Flansbaum said. He said the system 
worked well. 

"We ran out [ofcaregivers], but it 
didn't become a problem, because 
police could escort a second patient 
to the same place las a caregiver]," 
Flansbaum said. 

Some students were unable to 
drink at the public party due to con-
fusion over RUPD "liquor stickers," 
which the department provides to 
21-and-older students to validate 
their IDs. 

RUPD prohibited alcohol serv-
ers at NOD from serving alcohol to 
students without stickers on their 
licenses, regardless of where the 
students were from, although the 
Rice Alcoholic Beverage Policy 
states that students with Texas IDs 
do not need the stickers in order to 
drink at public parties. 

Officers at Halloween Hoops Fri-
day night also required all students 
to have the stickers in order to drink. 

Taylor said the policy has not 
changed, and the enforcements were 
a result of miscommunication. 

"That was a miscommunication," 
Taylor said. "It was a mistake, basi-
cally, and I'm going to take the blame 
on that one." 

However, Taylor said RUPD may 
propose a policy change because of 

by Ian Everhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

Four presidential science advis-
ers celebrated the 65th birthday of 
their colleague, University Profes-
sor Neal Lane, by speaking at the 
James A. Baker III Institute for Pub-
lic Policy Sunday. 

Current adviser Jack Marburger, 
appointed to his position by George 
W. Bush in 2001, delivered the key-
note address, which was followed 
by a panel discussion featuring Lane 
and three other former science ad-
visers. The event was part of a two-
day conference held Saturday and 
Sunday titled "Bridging the Gap 
Between Science and Society: The 
Relationship Between Policy and 
Research in National Laboratories, 
Universities, Governments, and In-
dustry." The conference examined 
the ways in which research and pub-
lic policy affect one another. 

Lane was science adviser to Presi-
dent Clinton from 1998-2001. 

Marburger, who is also director 
of the Office of Science and Technol-
ogy policy, said spending for non-
military research and development 
has stayed remarkably steady over 
the past 40 years . Non-defense 
projects have received about 10 per-
cent of the discretionary funding in 
the federal budget, except when 
funding for the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration in-
creased during the Apollo and space 
station eras. 

"The lesson of the Apollo pro-

gram is striking," Marburger said. 
"Permanent increases above this 
natural level seem to be unsustain-
able." 

Marburger said one of the big-
gest challenges he and other admin-
istrators face is determining alloca-
tions for various projects. 

"Science has an insatiable appe-
tite for resources, and sacrifices have 
to be made," he said. 

'Science gets us some 
new capability, and we 
have to handle it 
somehow.' 

— Guy Stever, 
Science adviser to Gerald Ford 

In a panel discussion following 
the address, Guy Stever, who served 
as science adviser to Gerald Ford 
from 1976-77, said scientists too 
frequently ignore nonscientists'con-
cerns about new technologies. 

"We can't stop the process," 
Stever said. "Science gets us some 
new capability, and we have to handle 
it somehow. All the time, there is a 
group in society that worries about 
the loss of identity." 

Stever said researchers should 
try to distinguish between the pos-
sible and the desirable and question 

whether the end goal of a project is 
worth pursuing. 

\llan Bromley, who served under 
George H. W. Bush, said he is con-
cerned with the state of science edu-
cation in the United States today. 

"I don't see — in pre-college, K to 
12 — anything like the number of 
fu tu re scient is ts and eng inee r s 
needed to replace those who are 
extremely productive leaving the 
scene," he said. 

Jack Gibbons, science adviser to 
Bill Clinton from 1993-98, said pri-
vate industrial research is too often 
focused on near-term results, and 
many projects are being neglected 
because their time frame for comple-
tion is years and decades rather than 
weeks and months. 

"We have to recognize the folly of 
ignoring long-term issues that are 
long-term but high inertial," he said. 
"Delay has costs." 

Gibbons said he is encouraged, 
however, by the increase in coop-
eration between scientists in differ-
ent fields. 

"We know the power of combin-
ing expertise across disciplines that 
is showing up more and more," he 
said. 

Lane said scientists should work 
to bring science to the public and 
make it relevant to everyday life. 

"[Benjamin] Franklin was a good 
model for the civic scientist." he said. 
"A civic scientist is a true scientist 
who has personal skills and analyti-
cal skills to bridge the gap between 
science and society." ' 

the number of fake Texas driver li-
censes the department has seen this 
semester. 

"I think [the Alcoholic Beverage 
Policy Advisory Committee] would 
have to review it," he said. "It's not 
something the police department can 
implement by itself." 

Martel College Chief Justice 
Anna Friedberg said she sent an e-
mail to Taylor after Martel students 
approached her asking whether the 
policy i garding the ID stickers had 
changed. Taylor replied that the 
policy had not, and would not change 
without advance notice to students. 

Friedberg said she does not un-
derstand why RUPD officers en-
forced an incorrect policy. 

"I was pleased to see Chief Tay-
lor apologized for the mistake," 
Friedberg. a senior, said. "Unfortu-
nately, it affected NOD and Hallow-
een Hoops. I appreciate the fact 
that RUPD owned up to the fact that 
it was probably not the most appro-
priate venue to start enforcing a 
rule that had not been enforced 
before." 

Despite medical, security and lo-
gistical problems, many partygoers 
said they enjoyed the festivities. 

Wiess freshman Matt Harrigan 
said his costume consisted of a pair 
of boxers with mistletoe on the fly 
and "kiss me" scrawled across his 
chest in lipstick. 

"I think [NOD] was much better 
produced [than o ther parties]," 
Harrigan said. "The effort that went 
into it outshone all the other public 
parties I've been to so far." 

Ins ide the Wiess commons , 
partygoers danced in cages with 
candy-cane striped bars and watched 
dancing shadows on a big screen. 
Outside, some students convened 
in the Wiess quandrangle. 

Students paid $8 for tickets in 
advance and $10 for admission at 
the door. 

Wiess College president Andy 
Perez declined to comment on the 
party's expenditures. "It's our policy 
that we don't disclose or discuss the 
way our budgets work for all of our 
college finances," Perez, a senior, 
said. "It's an internal decision-mak-
ing process." 

Lovett college chooses new masters 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Bernard and Carolyn Aresu 
were named the new Lovett mas-
ters Tuesday afternoon after Presi-
dent Malcolm Gillis approved their 
selection. Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
said. 

Masters Search Committee 
co-Chair Liz McDonald said the 
committee chose the Aresus be-
cause of their personality and 
energy. 

"We were looking for some-
one who was warm and open, 
friendly, enthusiastic, interesting 
to talk to, and they certainly en-
c o m p a s s t h o s e qual i t ies ," 
McDonald, a senior, said. "The 
biggest thing was their enthusi-
asm about I>ovett and about be-
ing masters at Lovett." 

Lovett President Catherine 
Tsien, an ex-officio member of 
the search committee, said the 
.Aresus' "student-oriented" atti-
tude and experience as Brown 
College masters from 1982-'88 
appealed to the committee. 

"Their enthusiasm for the col-
lege system as well as their previ-
ous experiences as masters of 
Brown were also great," Tsien, a 
senior, said. 

Carolyn Aresu, the Biosciences 
and Bioengineering Institute pro-
gram coordinator, said she and 
her husband have always planned 
to apply to be masters again. 

"We had a positive and enrich-
ing experience, and we knew at 

some point in our life we'd want to 
do it again when the timing was 
right," she said. "The timing is 
right now." 

Bernard Aresu, a French Stud-
ies professor, said going through 
the masters selection process re-
m i n d e d him of t h e co l l ege 
system's value. 

'We had a positive and 
enriching experience, 
and we knew at some 
point in our life we'd 
want to do it again 
when the timing was 
right.' 

— Carolyn Aresu, 
Future Lovett master 

"I'm struck by the quality of the 
system we offer," he said. "It's 
unique, really ... All colleges are 
truly wonderful, and any faculty 
member who ends up being a mas-
ter is very fortunate." 

Aresu said he looks forward to 
discussing world issues, playing 
tennis and drinking coffee with 
students and becoming more ac-
quainted with the college. 

"The colleges do have common-
alities, but each one has a unique 

intellectual and cultural and social 
fabric," he said. 

McDonald said the Aresus 
make a good team. 

"They complement each other 
beautifuily," McDonald said. "Ber-
nard is a bit more "ccentric, with 
interest ing, off-the-wall ideas. 
Carolyn is a bit more down-to-
ear th . They make a fabulous 
match." 

Camacho said he thinks the 
committee chose well. 

"It was a great choice," he said. 
"They have a wonderful marriage." 

Carolyn .Aresu said Lovett's 
search committee, resident asso-
ciates, college coordinators and 
masters were friendly and wel-
coming. 

I felt very comfortable being 
there, and we always had a lot of 
fun when we went to Lovett," she 
said. "I really appreciated their 
warm hospitality. We clicked with 
Lovett." 

Search Committee co-Chair Jeff 
Dietrich said he thinks the Aresus 
will fit in well. 

"Our entire search process we 
were trying to look for candidates 
that had a philosophy and a back-
ground that matched Lovett's cur-
rent culture and current commu-
nity," Dietrich, a senior, said. 
"We've had some very strong mas-
ters at I>ovett in the past, and I 
think they're going to fit in per-
fectly with that trend" 

The committee plans to for-
mally present the .Aresus to the 
college at a barbecue Friday, 
McDonald said. 

thresher.rice.edu 
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THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

NOV. 13, 2003. 

EDITORS' 
p i c k s 
t o n i g h t a n d 

t o m o r r o w 

I 

BEETLEGEUSE 

Do you miss Halloween 

already? If so, catch 

director Tim Burton's cult 

classic Beetlejuice, which 

stars Alec Baldwin and 

Geena Davis as the living 

dead who hire a 

mischievous zombie 

(Michael Keaton) to haunt 

the new occupants of 

their house. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

midnight at the 

Landmark River Oaks 

Theatre, 2009 W. Gray 

St. 

t o n i g h t a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

FULL FRONTAL 

Catch the Houston 

premiere of German 

filmmaker Doris Dome's 

latest film Naked. It 

explores the complexities 

of several relationships. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

8 p.m. at the Rice Media 

Center. 

t o m o r r o w a n d 
S u n d a y 

MORE FUN 
THAN A MULLET 

If you still bang your head 

to '80s metal bands, than 

this compilation of videos 

is just for you. The 

presentation explores 

heavy metal culture. The 

highlight is Heavy Metal 

Parking Lot a look at 

parking lot culture during a 

Judas Priest concert. 

Tomorrow at 8 p.m. and 

Sunday at 3 p.m. at the 

Aurora Picture Show, 

800 Aurora St. 

For more information call 

(713) 868-2101. 

THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7,2003 

• 

•W-;v 

Ryan scores in Campion's stylish atmospheric thriller 
Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

111 admit it, I love t rashy movies. 
I'll t ake Basic Instinct over Citizen 
Kane any day. T a w d r y th r i l l e r s 
d renched with murder , mystery and 
eroticism are the film equivalent of 
pulp cr ime novels — intr iguing and 
captivating, but ultimately dispos-
able. In the Cut could have been one 
of these throwaway thrillers. Instead, 
with the efforts of director Jane Cam-
pion (The Piano) behind the cam-
era, the story of a killer loose in the 
big city is anything but superficial. 

' in t h e c u t ' 

in theaters 
Rating: - k i c k * 

(out of five) 

M e g Ryan plays against type as 
Frannie Avery, a New York City 
English teacher , who has a pretty 
dull existence. Her job is at the cen-
ter of her life, while he r interaction 
is limited to he r half-sister and best 
pal Pauline {Georgia s Jennifer Ja-
son Leigh in he r juiciest role in 
years) . She is also sur rounded by 
bizarre and dependent men. The re ' s 
he r hook-up gone awry John Gra-
h a m (Kevin Bacon), an ex-soap star 
now in medical school who stalks 
Frannie with h is hair less dog in tow. 
T h e n the re is F rann ie ' s s tudent , 
Cornelius W e b b (CoplandsShar ie f f 
Pugh) , with whom she s e e m s to 
have a less-than-professional rela-
tionship (they mee t at a sketchy bar 
to d iscuss h is term paper) . How-
ever, everything c h a n g e s one day 
when par ts of a dead body are found 
in h e r g a r d e n . E n t e r D e t e c t i v e 
Malloy (You Can Count on Me's 
M a r k Ruffa lo) , t h e s leazy, foul-

LOST IN SPACE 

: < v - • • • v. ̂  
COURTESY SONY PICTURES 

Frannie Avery (Meg Ryan) casts a seductive gaze after a liaison with the detective of her dreams. 

m o u t h e d c o p a s s i g n e d to t h e 
homicide. As h e conduc t s h is ques-
tioning, Frannie is drawn to him. In 
him, she finds all the exc i tement 
and pleasure h e r life lacks. As more 
d e a d w o m e n t u r n u p , F r a n n i e 
b e c o m e s suspic ious of every man 
around her : J o h n , Corne l ius and 
Malloy. W h o is killing t he se women, 
and is Frannie next? 

W h i l e t h e s e t - u p s e e m s to 
follow multiple B-movie plotlines, 
Campion ' s s u m p t u o u s visuals esca-
late the film. T h i s is a lush vision of 
urban life, with Frann ie ' s downtown 
a p a r t m e n t b u r s t i n g with v ibrant 

color and texture . T h i s is mos t ap-
parent du r ing the film's open ing 
credit sequence , w h e r e a starry-eyed 
Pauline b e c o m e s lost in falling flower 
petals. With the aid of c inematogra-
p h e r Dion Beebe (an Oscar nomi-
nee last year for Chicago), Campion 
c rea tes images of pos t -9 /11 New 
York City that a re one momen t beau-
tiful and then shock ing and sleazy 
the next . T h e New York featured 
h e r e is a throwback to '70s c inema, 
mos t comparab le to Alan J. Pakula 's 
Klute. Th i s is not a kind city. T h e r e 
are dark s t ree ts and graffiti-covered 
bui ldings with smut ty inhabi tants . 

In fact, Pauline lives above the Baby 
Doll l o u n g e , a low-class strip club. 
Is Campion ' s visual s c h e m e a reac-
tion to New York af ter 9 /11? I think 
so. T h e r e is a raw and exposed feel 
that h a s been absent f rom film for 
decades . 

While the film is a visual t r iumph 
with its claustrophobic, a tmospher ic 
s cheme , its pe r fo rmances carry the 
film. Much is su re to be said of Ryan, 
who has never been so naked — em-
otionally and physical ly—on screen. 
While she does appear nude , this is 
not what one should take away f rom 

See RYAN. Page 14 

Believe it or not, Ripley's better the second time 
Raj W a h i 
THRESHER STAFF 

As a fo rmer res ident of old Wies s 
College, I exper ience an eer ie feel-
ing of familiarity every t ime I see the 
o p e n i n g s h o t s of t h e s p a c e s h i p 
Nostromo in Ridley Scott'Si4/i>«.The 
ship 's interior is a tangle of dimly lit 
cor r idors and leaky water pipes and 
we know that eventually there will 
be a seven-foot cucaracha running 
around in the air shafts , waiting to 
prey on ca re less c rew m e m b e r s . 
T h e r e ' s also a cat named J o n e s who 
m a k e s sporadic appearances . 

a l i e n ' 

in theaters 
Rating: -k-kitit 1 /2 

(out of five) 

Even by today's jaded s tandards , 
Scott 's 1979 film is a well-made, genu-
inely unset t l ing hor ror movie. Its 
reputation as one of the best thrill-
e r s in movie history is justified: In 
addition to establ ishing Sigourney 
Weaver ' s Ripley as a tough, appeal-
ing heroine, Alien fea tures a truly 
te r r i fy ing m o n s t e r that b e c o m e s 
doubly f r ightening in a dark theater . 
T h e theatrical re lease of the digi-

tally r e - m a s t e r e d 
"director 's cut" of 
Alien — w h i c h 
thankfu l ly s h o w s 
no s igns of com-
p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d 
t i n k e r i n g and is 
unhurt by Scott 's ju-
dicious restorat ion 
of footage — is a 
welcome opportu-
nity to exper ience 
t h e film a s audi-
e n c e s did in 1979. 

As far as new material is con-
cerned, t he r e a re a few ex tended 
scenes , including a fiery confronta-
tion be tween Ripley and sh ipmate 
I>ambert (Veronica Car twright) and 
several o m i n o u s sho t s of the alien 
before it a t tacks var ious charac ters . 
For those who have never seen Alien 
on the big sc reen (or at all), it 's well 
worth the price of a movie ticket. 

Alien t akes its t ime to int roduce 
u s to a r e f r e s h i n g l y o r d i n a r y , 
u n g l a m o r o u s s p a c e s h i p crew. In 
addition to Ripley, the c r ew includes 
Tom Skerri t t a s a laconic captain, 
Cartwright as a panicky navigator, 
Yaphet Kotto as a loudmouthed en-
gineer , and Harry Dean Stanton as 
his dimwitted s idekick. 

Upon receiving a d i s t ress call 
from a nearby quadran t , the crew 
sets down on a planet and discovers 
a c ra shed ship that conta ins a fossil-
ized pilot as well as a humid , seedy 
cargo hold full of " leathery objects 
like — eggs , or someth ing , " says 
Kane (John Hur t ) . W h e n he ge t s too 
close to one of the eggs , and an 
insect-like paras i te leaps out and 
welds itself to h is face. Over Ripley's 
objections, Dallas (Skerritt) dec ides 
to ignore the s tandard quaran t ine 
p rocedure and br ing Kane back on 
board the Nostromo, w h e r e the crea-
ture u n d e r g o e s a d isgus t ing (and 
violent) m e t a m o r p h o s i s . T h e re-
ma inder of the film involves the 
crew's frantic ef for ts to cap ture and 
kill the alien, which g rows at an 
a larming rate and shows an even 
more a larming level of intelligence 
as it slays one c rew m e m b e r af ter 
another . 

One of the s t r e n g t h s of Alien is 
that Scott ' s direct ion emphas i ze s 
s u s p e n s e over payoff. W e know 
the re ' s go ing to be blood, go re and 
shocks , but Scott m a k e s us wait for 
them, and they are tha t m u c h more 

COURTESY TWENTIETH CENTURY EOX 

Ellen Ripley (Sigourney Weaver) prepares to kick some serious alien butt. 

effective because of this restraint . 
Nearly an hour of buildup e lapses 
before the alien m a k e s its first kill. 
I^ te r , when one crew m e m b e r goes 
off alone to look for the team's cat, 
Scott lets the scene cont inue for so 
long that the anticipation of its inevi-
table ou tcome g o e s f rom res t less 
and faintly amus ing to absolutely 
nerve-wracking. 

Equally unnerving is the appear-
ance and behavior of the c rea tu re 
des igned by Swiss artist H. R. Giger . 
T h e alien's eye less and tooth-heavy 
head is improbably large, with a sec-
ond, smaller head s tanding in for a 
tongue. T h e mons t e r ha s a s t inging 
tail, clawed feet and acid blood, yet it 
is d i s turb ingly human- l ike in i ts 

See SPACE, Page 14 
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Magazine for thoughtful 
hedonists strikes a4Nerve' 
"Who gave Nerve permission to 
be so hot?" 

I asked a friend this the other 
day, and she said that it 
would make an excel-
lent pickup line. Though 
I'm inclined to agree, 
the question remains 
mostly unanswered. 

Launched in 1997 
as a source of "thought-
ful hedonism," Nerve 
In te rne t magazine 
(www.nerve.com) claim-
ed as its terrain all 
t h ings sexua l . The 
magaz ine 's miss ion 
statement says, "Nerve exists be-
cause sex is beautiful and absurd, 
remarkably fun and reliably trauma-
inducing. In short, it is a subject in 
need of a fearless, intelligent 
forum for both genders. We 
believe that women (men too, but 
especially women) have waited 
long enough for a smart, honest 
magazine on sex, with cliche-shat-
tering prose and fiction as well as 
striking photographs of naked 
people that capture more than 
their flesh." 

As self-important as the mission 
statement sounds, the high caliber 
of the content offered seems to 
overshadow any potential for gross 
pretension. And, unlike the worlds 
presented by better-known sex-
obsessed publications — even, for 
example, Cosmopolitan — Nerve 
possesses a type of gritty realism 
that makes the fantasy world seem 
accessible. 

One story details a twelve-year-
old girl plunging deep into the 
realm of hormones for the first 
time, another tells the tale of an 
ugly kid with a nose piercing, and 
another unfolds from the perspec-
tive of a jealous, lonely woman 
watching a sadomasochistic tri-
angle get into an argument at a 
coffeehouse. The characters are 
quirky, real and human as any imag-
inable, but they are still sed-
uctive — a fact that adds greatly to 
the publication's lure. Nerve really 
is a woman-friendly, boundary-
busting beacon in the mostly dark 
and slimy world of Internet sex. 

The magazine has managed to 
straddle the line between erotica 
and pornography. The pictures and 
prose at Nerve are less of a tease 
and more honest than the average 
work of erotic fiction or fact, but 
simultaneously they manage also 
to be less of a mental gang-bang 
than most pornography. The prose, 
poetry and even photography are 
extremely well-done, capturing 
interest from an artistic angle, 
even if they fail to titillate a reader's 
personal fantasy. 

Amazingly, Nerve manages to 
accomplish its goals without seem-
ing the least bit sleazy (and when 
it does feel sleazy, it's intentional, 
fun and sleazy, not "if this shows 
up on my credit card statement 
I'm in deep shit" sleazy). They've 
shifted pornography from "sold in 
plastic" to "send copies to your 
friends" status. 

Everything Nerve touches turns 
sexy. Even their on-line personals 
service (now licensed through 
Spring Street Networks to numer-
ous other publications) seems fun 

Carly 
Kocurek 

and flirty. It presents itself as per-
sonals for people who don't need 
personals and asking people to fill 

out information about 
their stance on things 
like "self deprecation" 
and "self love" in addi-
tion to the usual A/S/L. 

Regular features at 
Nerve include "Scan-
ner," a weekly listing 
of mostly-sex-related 
we i rdness f rom the 
Internet. In the past, it 
has featured advice for 
Mormon boys on how to 
avoid masturbat ing , 

Britney Spears-focused slash fic-
tion and instructions for women on 
how to pee standing up. There is 
also "This Week in Sex," a weekly 
listing of mostly-sex-related news, 
written with a breed of catty irrever-
ence that proves utterly addictive. 
One standout series is contributing 
editor Grant Stoddard's "I Did It for 
Science," in which Stoddard writes 
up sexual experiments (threesomes, 
sex on drugs, etc.) in the format of a 
high school lab notebook. Carrie Hill 
Wilner, also a contributing editor, 
has an excellent ongoing personal 
essay series, the most recent instal-
lation detailing her ill-fated audition 
forthe television show "Blind Date." 

They've shifted 
P O R N O G R A P H Y 

from "sold in 
plastic" to "send 
copies to your 
friends" status. 

Within the past year, Nerve has 
begun to conceptualize itself as a 
wider-focused lifestyles magazine, 
and so interviews with authors, 
musicians and other interesting 
people have begun to pepper the 
ezine's front page. Most of these 
interviews and reviews are solid. 

But the biggest draw, for me at 
least, remains the amazing selec-
tion of fiction pieces. Beautifully 
written and often disconcerting, the 
stories deliver most clearly on 
Nerve's promise to offer opportuni-
ties to "screw with your mind." Even 
when extremely sexual in content, 
the writing still sparkles, proof that 
just because the content is smutty 
doesn't mean the vehicle has to be. 

What Nerve has managed then, 
is to make a public discourse 
about sex that is relatively free of 
ethical and moral codes while still 
operating in a way that is appeal-
ing — much of it available for free 
("premium" content, includingpho-
tography, archived stories and a 
few other features is available only 
to paying members). 

Whetheryou're running hot un-
der the collar and looking for 
something without the stigma of 
pornography, or if you're just in 
need of a great read, point your 
browser to Nerve. Chances are, 
you'll never look at sex quite the 
same way. 

Carly Kocurek is a Will Rice senior 
and Arts and Entertainment Editor. 
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Attention spans stomped by 'Elephant' 
Carly Kocurek 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

For me, the story of watching 
Elephant, director Gus Van Sant's 
hopeless ly pretentious film, went 
something like this: I came, I saw, I 
got bored. 

'elephant' 

in theaters 
Rating: * * 
(out of five) 

T h e movie, comple t e with an ob-
scu re ar t -snob title, fol lows a school 
shoo t ing at a h igh school in Port-
land, Ore. , as it unfo lds . 

Al though the sub jec t m a t t e r may 
have been ripe for t h e p ick ing four 
y e a r s a g o in the a f t e r m a t h of t h e 
Co lumbine shoo t ings , at th is point , 
the mater ia l s e e m s a bit t i red, espe-
cially s ince t he film of fe r s little n e w 
a r g u m e n t to t h e deba te . Most ly , t he 
film r egu rg i t a t e s t i red s t e r e o t y p e s 
of why school s h o o t i n g s happen . 
T h e aud ience w a t c h e s t he perpe t ra -
to rs play violent c o m p u t e r g a m e s 
and buy g u n s f rom the In ternet . O n e 
of t h e to -be -gunmen , Alex (Alex 
Fros t , all cha rac t e r n a m e s re la te to 
ac tor ' s name) si ts t h r o u g h a sc ience 
lec ture a s the cool k ids t h row giant 
spit w a d s at h im. T h e o t h e r s h o o t e r 
s e e m s to have no parenta l supervi-
sion and winds up c r a s h i n g at Alex's 
h o u s e , w h e r e Alex 's m o t h e r cha rm-
ingly se rves t he b o y s p a n c a k e s the 
nex t m o r n i n g . 

At the points when the film doesn' t 
seem tired, it s e e m s mean-spirited. A 
scene toying with adolescent homo-
sexuality and ano ther dealing with 
ea t ing d i s o r d e r s a m o n g s t a small 
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COURTESY FINE LINE 

Acadia (Alicia Miles, left) comforts her boyfriend John (John Robinson). 

clique of popular girls s e e m s to cross 
the line from tasteless to flat irrespon-
sible. With these scenes , the director 
shoots holes in the fabric of his own 
const ructed reality. Both s e e m to 
be long m o r e in a pa rody of high 
school life, say firing it On, r a the r 
than in a film s t rugg l ing to "realisti-
cally" r e p r e s e n t a day of t e r ro r at a 
m o d e r n h igh school . 

Al though Van Sant re l ies exclu-
sively on non-ac tors to fill t he ro les 
of t h e s tuden t s , t he populat ion of 
the h igh school s e e m s pre te rna tu-
; ally beautiful (of course , t he r e ' s one 
ugly girl w h o r e f u s e s to wear sho r t s 
for gym, but s h e s e e m s to be t he re 
as a s t a m p of mock authent ic i ty) . 

T h e use of te lefoto s h o t s ad nau-
seam d o e s w o r k to m a k e t h e indi-
vidual c h a r a c t e r s s e e m isolated, bu t 
o t h e r ed i t ing t r i cks just add to t he 

ted ium. O n e scene , in wh ich o n e 
s tuden t s n a p s a quick p h o t o g r a p h of 
a n o t h e r s t uden t a s t he ugly girl r u n s 
by is shown t h r e e t imes f r o m differ-
ent ang les for no appa ren t r e a son . 

Another i rr i tat ing a spec t of t he 
film is the m a n n e r in wh ich charac -
t e r s are in t roduced : whi te n a m e s on 
b l a c k s c r e e n s . T h e c h a r a c t e r s ' 
n a m e s are bare ly s ignif icant , and 
the "stop and look at th i s" m a n n e r of 
naming t h e m s e e m s u n n e c e s s a r y . 
P e r h a p s t he d i r ec to r was t ry ing to 
f u r t h e r h u m a n i z e t he c h a r a c t e r s . If 
so, the effor t did not s u c c e e d . 

To be fair, t h e r e a re p a r t s of t h e 
film that work . T h e non-actor ac-
tors , even t h o s e who have appeared 
in o t h e r p r o d u c t i o n s a r e g r e e n , 
cou ld h a v e b e e n p r o b l e m a t i c , and 
m o s t of t h e k i d s s e e m e x t r e m e l y 

See ARTISTIC, Page 14 
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AUTHENTIC SUBS SINCE 1956 
"Delicious. Hefty and every bite tastes like home*- New York Times 

"Bada-Bing, Out ot this World Sub Sandwiches"- AOL Digitalcity.com 

"The taste of" the original is hard to beat"- Houston Press 

"Sublime"- Houston Chronicle 

We are now offering a 20% discount to all 
Rice students and faculty with valid ID 

5819 Kirby Drive 

(713)523-3151 

10:30-9 M-Sal, 11 7 Sun 

http://www.nerve.com
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film falls flat on its face 
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ARTISTIC, from Page 13 
real and convinc ing in the i r 
roles. T h e bulk of the dialogue, 
except the homosexual i ty and 
ea t ing d i so rde r s c e n e s cited 
earlier, is believable and intrigu-
i n g . T h e u s e of m u s i c is 
effective and greatly adds to the 
t ex tu re of the movie. 

At the points 
when the film 
doesn't seem 
tired, it seems 
mean-spirited. 

But overall, the film doesn't 
even manage to fail, it just falls 
flat. A brief 81 minutes, Elephant 
still managed to feel as if it were 
dragging on for hours. And the 

culmination of the film, the inevi-
table and eerily quiet shooting 
sequence, seemed anticlimactic. 
Th i s is the type of movie that is 
supposed to polarize audiences, 
both about the film itself and 
about the topic it's addressing, 
but Van Sant's masturbatory bit 
of filmmaking seems most likely 
to leave audiences with no reac-
tion s t ronger than boredom. 

Perhaps the filmmaker is try-
ing to prove himself as a t rue 
cinematic artist, but he appears 
to have forgotten that for the most 
part people go to the movies for 
entertainment . Elephant is the 
type of movie that people will 
defend by saying, "Well, you must 
not appreciate that type of thing" 
or something similarly dismiss-
ive fashion. But, even if the movie 
is meant for an art house crowd, 
it s eems vacuous when stacked 
against its peers. 

Neo-noir intoxicating 
RYAN, from Page 12 
her performance. Rather, her emo-
tional vulnerability outweighs her 
previous performances. Here, in a role 
originally des ignated for Nicole 
Kidman. Ryan shines as a rising dra-
matic star. 

Here, in a role 
originally 
designated for 
Nicole Kidman, 
Ryan shines as a 
rising dramatic 
STAR. 

Other pe r fo rmances are also no-
table. Ruffalo proves a comparable 
leading man, while Bacon sh ines 
in h i s eccent r ic suppor t ing role. 
Especial ly en te r ta in ing is Jason 
Leigh, who has long been one of 

the most under ra ted ac t r e s ses in 
Hollywood. After excellent work 
in the mid-'90s in Mrs. Parker and 
the Vicious Circle and Georgia, Ja-
son Leigh is splendidly saucy as 
the p romiscuous Pauline. In par-
t icular , t he c h e m i s t r y be tween 
Ryan and Jason Leigh is electric; 
the i r cha rac te r s ' bond is one of the 
film's most fasc inat ing aspects . 

While most potboilers tell the 
story from the detective's point of 
view, this is clearly Frannie's story. 
Campion r e f u s e s to succumb to 
genre restrictions. While she has 
made an effective cop drama and 
murder mystery, In the Cut emerges 
as a character-study rather than a 
formulaic thriller. For this reason, I 
predict the film will polarize audi-
ences. This female perspective will 
bo ther some, as Campion is one of 
the only filmmakers to brave ex-
press ions of female lust and its con-
sequences with a woman's view. Her 
ability to add depth to a familiar 
s tory c rea tes an engross ing and 
unforgettable film. 

COURTESY 20TH CENTURY FOX 

Sigoumey Weaver resorts to desperate measures to defeat the alien invader. 

Visceral sci-fi film re-released 

Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 

5814 Kirby Drive 
In Rice Village 

(713) 432-7272 

^ 5 -
Large one topping pizza 
& one two liter Coke® 

$8.99 
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ndraiser? Call us! 

We support Rice athletics. 
Congratulations to the Rice Baseball Team! 

SPACE, from Page 12 
movement s . T h e most unset t l ing 
thing about the alien is how vividly 
it evokes the most depraved side 
of humani ty . Ash desc r ibes the 
c r e a t u r e a s a "surv ivor ... un-
clouded by de lus ions of morality," 
but he is only half right: Giger 's 
alien is no mere amoral animal, 
but an affirmatively sadistic preda-
tor, never more obviously than in a 
revolting scene where the mon-
ster rapes one of the charac te rs 
before moving in for the kill. 

Its reputation as 
one of the best 
THRILLERS i n 
movie history is 
justified. 

The movie possibly c rosses the 
line of exploitation at t imes. In 
addi t ion to the a fo remen t ioned 
rape scene, the re is a prolonged, 

g ra tu i tous shot of Weaver in he r 
unde rwear , and the s cenes involv-
ing the alien in its var ious fo rms 
are sa tura ted with dis turbing, al-
most over-the-top sexual imagery, 
such as the dr ipping eggs and the 
tube the parasi te u se s to supply its 
host with oxygen. Granted, most 
of t he se e l emen t s contr ibute to the 
movie ' s c reepy a tmosphere , but 
I'm not su re they were necessary . 

In the end, though, the movie is 
undeniably effective as a disquiet-
ing thriller, thanks not only to the 
convincing effects and the sure-
footed direction, but also to the 
memorable, well-portrayed charac-
ters. Through a combination of im-
provisation and understatement, the 
members of the cast succeed in cre-
ating memorable, flawed, occasion-
ally foolish and largely believable 
characters we care about. Most hor-
ror films neglect one or both of the 
crucial rules of moviemaking: Tell an 
interesting story and make the audi-
ence care. Alien does both, and it 
does so with skill and audacity. No 
wonder it's aged so well. 
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Course Selection Worksheet: Spring 2004 
Registration Add/Drop PIN: (Undergrads Only):_ 

CRN: Course 
Reference # 

Dept. 
Prefix 

Course 
# Course Title Credit 

Hours 

Days 

Times 
Notes 

Mon - Wed - Fri 1 I 
2 - -

8:00 am - 8:50 am 

- - - A 
*' ' 

_ 

• zmmmm 

v 

" * , 

• 

Total Hours 

Step 1: 

Step 2: 

Step 3: 

Step 4: 

Registration Instructions 
Use this Course Selection Worksheet to record the CRNs for the courses for which you intend to register. 
Be sure to include a few alternate selections in case your first choices are not available. 

Undergrads: Have you obtained your Registration, Add/Drop PIN from your College Coordinator? 
Remember, YOU WILL NEED A REGISTRATION, ADD/DROP PIN TO BE ABLE TO REGISTER FOR 
COURSES! 

PLAN AHEAD! Does registration for any course require the instructor's signature? Do you want to take a 
course Pass/Fail? Download the Special Registration Request PDF, complete it, and return it to the 
Registrar's office. 

Go to http://esther.rice.edu. Login and follow the links to the Registration, Add/Drop page. 

If you plan your schedule in advance, you can register for classes in a matter of minutes! 

Priority Registration Timeline 

November 17 & onward 
November 18 & onward 

Grad students, seniors, and all other students who have completed 90 credits or more. 

Grad students, seniors, juniors, and all other students who have completed 60 credits or 

more 

November 19 & onward - Grad students, seniors, juniors, sophomores, and all other students who have completed 
30 credits or more 

November 20 & onward - Registration is open to freshmen and all students. 

Remember: All students are required to register for classes the week of November 17-23. Failure to do so will result in 
a $50 "Failure to Register" fee automatically being assessed to your account on Monday, November 24, 
2003. 

January and May Degree Candidates 

If you are planning to graduate in 2004, please contact the Office of the Registrar no later than Friday, November 21, 2003. 

http://esther.rice.edu
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Dylan 
Hedrick 

THRESHERSPORTS/commentary -

Doing the wave 
all by myself 

Saturday was a beautiful day for outdoor Rice 
football, but unless you were a member of the MOB 
or one of the 30 students in attendance, you would 
never have known it. 

When I walked into the stadium 10 minutes before 
kickoff, my first thought was, "I'm going to get a great 
seat." My second thought was, 
"Where is everybody?" 

Where were all the loyal Rice 
*oorts fans who packed Autry 
Court the night before for 
Halloween Hoops? Where were 
the 1,600 students who traveled 
to Reliant Stadium to watch Texas 
beat up on us? 

Even the Nevada fan section 
outnumbered the Rice students, 
especially after RUPD threw out 
most of the RALLY club. How is it 
that more fans drive or fly more 
than 1,500 miles to watch their team than students 
walk 1,500 feet? 

Those students who did come were rewarded 
with a slugfest of a game that resulted in Rice's best 
offensive output in two years. Senior quarterback 
Kyle Herm got things started with passes on the first 
three offensive plays to provide a quick touchdown 
and later tied a Rice record with an exhilarating 95-
yard touchdown run. The MOB also had its best 
performance of the year, as soloist Larry Slezak, the 
Director of the Rice Jazz Ensemble, played his salute 
to soul during halftime. 

I know the life of a Rice student is filled with 
homework and other activities even on the weekend, 
but how much time did it really take to pick out your 
best boxers and a sock for your NOD costume? 

If homework is the problem, consider Rice's 
sporting events as a great way to relieve stress. 
Yelling at Nevada's backup quarterback as he warms 
up for his only play of the game is a great way to let it 
all out after a week's worth of hard work. 

In order to get your creative anti-cheer juices 
flowing, let me give you some material for tomorrow: 
Tulsa's mascot is the Golden Hurricane. That alone is 
enough to make at least a quarter's worth of jokes. 

I know Rice is 2-6, but that should be all the more 
reason to come and support the team. The players on 
both sides will react when they have 1,000-plus 
cheering students pulling for the home team the 
whole game. Plus, where else do you get to yell 
"Stand, Cheer, Drink More Beer!" in public? 

When I traveled to Fresno, Calif, with the team for 
the game against Fresno State two weeks ago, I was 
intimidated when I went into Bulldog Stadium with 
30,000 crazies cheering against me. The noise of the 
crowd even caused Rice to miss gaining a key first down 
on a fourth-and-one play that may have been the 
difference in the game. 

I am aware we can never draw the University of 
[insert generic state here]-type crowds to our games. 
We don't even have enough alumni — living and 
dead — to fill our stadium, but we can still get excited 
about the games like a big-time football school. 

This weekend is homecoming weekend, and 
hopefully seeing old friends and the fact that Rice is 
playing winning football will be enough to draw 
people to the game. 

Homecoming games are typically scheduled against 
a weaker opponent to have a gimmee win in front of the 
alumni, but this one is guaranteed to be a close game 
because Tulsa is uncharacteristically 5-4 on the season. 

I suggest arriving 30 minutes early and checking out 
the activities going on around the stadium. Strike up a 
conversation with some tailgaters, and I am sure they 
will offer you some barbecue. Be sure to go down on the 
field before the game to cheer the Owls as they come 
out of the tunnel and afterward to congratulate your 
favorite player and sing the alma mater with the team. 

You can even bring your Esperanza date to the 
game. If you don't have a date, Rice Stadium is the 
perfect place to find one while supporting your team. 

Dylan Hedrick is a Martel College senior and Thresher 
assistant sports editor. 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Quarterback Kyle Herm dives into the endzone at the end of his 12-yard second quarter touchdown run. Henri's first touchdown of 
the game gave the Owls a 17-14 lead. Later in the game, Herm ran 95 yards for a touchdown to tie the school record for longest 
touchdown run. 

Owls to face T\ilsa in homecoming game 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIA]. STAFF 

The football team is riding high head-
ing into tomorrow's Homecoming game 
against the University ofTulsa after run-
ning up 52 points in Saturday's win over 
the University of Nevada. (See Story, 
Page 20.) 

The Owl offense has been dominant in 
the past two games, scoring 83 points and 
gaining 950 yards despite losing 
31-28 at Fresno State University Oct. 25. 

"We think we're playing the best we 
have all year," senior quarterback Kyle 
Herm said. "Wef've] got four games 
left — we want to keep this thing rolling," 

Coming off of their lOth-highest scor-
ing performance in school history, the 
Owls will have to overcome a Golden 
Hurricane defense that has given up the 
second fewest points per game in the West-
ern Athletic Conference at 25.7. Although 
head coach Ken Hatfield surprised Ne-
vada by calling three consecutive passes 
for a quick touchdown to start the game 
Saturday, he will most likely continue his 

traditional run-heavy play calling against 
Tulsa (54, 3-2 WAC). The Golden Hurri-
cane leads the WAC in interceptions with 
13 and has held its opponents to the fewest 
passing yards per game in the conference 
with 185.7 yards per game. 

"This is the best Tulsa team that we've 
played in a long, long time," Hatfield 
said. "They're leading in almost all the 
defensive categories in the WAC, and 
they've had a WAC Defensive Player of 
the Week three different times." 

Rice's option offense may face its tough-
est test this season, as the Tulsa defense is 
led by previous WAC defensive Player of 
the Week honorees defensive back Kedrick 
Alexander, linebacker Nick Bunting and 
defensive end Jeremy Davis. Hatfield said 
he believes Herm will continue to have 
success in part because he has had so 
much rest while rehabilitating the broken 
ribs he sustained in the Aug. 30 opener 
against the University of Houston. 

"Kyle | Herm) getting back has helped 
us run a few more things," Hatfield said. 
"For him to be rested a month — not 
being hit on and beat on — that extra 

spring has made a big difference. When 
you find a guy that's had to sit out a while 
for any reason and then get him back, 
[he's] as fresh as a daisy." 

Before this season, Tulsa had won only 
two games in its past 21 contests. First-
year head coach Steve Kragthorpe, who 
spent the past two seasons as quarterback 
coach for the Buffalo Bills, is leading the 
Golden Hurricane in a new direction. 

"Steve [Kragthorpe 1 iscertainly deserv-
ing of any coach-of-the-year honors light 
now," Hatfield said. "He certainly needs to 
be looked at for what they've done. They're 
averaging 30-something points a game, 
really doing a great job. We've certainly 
got our work cut out for us." 

With former students returning for 
homecoming, Herm said he wants to 
take advantage of the four games re-
maining in his college football career. 

"The biggest thing is the seniors have 
a few games left, and they are giving 
everything they have," Herm said. "They 
gave us great leadership last week, and it 
has carried over. The young guys [feed] 
on that emotion and leadership." 

Swimming hosts first meet of season 
by Debbie Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

The swim team hosts its first com-
petitive meet of the season with the Hous-
ton Hilton Plaza Rice Invitational which 
starts tonight at 5 p.m. and continues 
tomorrow at 11 a.m. at the Rice Pool. 

The University of Arkansas, Texas 
Christian University and Washington 
State University will compete against Rice 
in a field of teams all trying to break into 
the national Top 25 rankings. 

" [The invitational ] will be a very com-
petitive meet," head coach Seth Huston 
said. "We brought these teams in know-
ing it would make for a competitive, close, 
up-for-grabs meet. Part of our goal is to 
create a competitive schedule that makes 
us step up and race." 

The teams are strangers to each other 
since all are from different conferences, 
but Huston said Arkansas is strong, and 
both Washington State and TCU had 
stellar recruiting years. 

The meet will be conducted in a con-
densed style of the standard NCAA 
championship version. Swimmers will 
compete in up to four events each day, 
and each team may enter three competi-
tors in each event. Both today and 
tomorrow are packed with seven indi-
vidual events and two relays. 

"The meet will be won through close 
finishes, but also through depth," Huston 
said. "All swimmers 9Core, but it is so 

important to get those top spots. We have 
to balance the score just right. It will be 
tricky, but interesting to watch unfold." 

The Owls are especially excited to face 
relatively local rival and fierce competitor 
TCU. Dual meets between the two teams 
are always intense, but Rice won 11 of 16 
events in last year's meet against the 
Horned Frogs for a 156-137 victory. 

"Each team definitely has its strengths 
and weaknesses," Huston said. "It is just 
a matter of which teams will be able to 
play on their strengths and hold their 
own on their weaknesses." 

The meet is also somewhat of a progress 
marker. The Owls have just completed 
three weeks of intensive training which 
culminated Saturday in a test set of races. 

"We have been training very hard all 

week, and in last Saturday's test set, we 
all [did well], so we are ready for an 
exciting meet," junior Kiana Taheri said. 

Huston said the team's ability to fight 
through fatigue is a good sign for the 
remainder of the season. 

"Almost everyone swam faster than the 
first time, when we did the same set three 
weeks ago [when intense training began ]," 
Huston said. "When they can swim that 
fast that tired, it's just mental toughness." 

The home meet is one of just four 
events at the Rice Pool this year, so the 
swimmers said they are especially excited. 

"Because our facility is substandard 
compared to others', we have very few 
home meets," Huston said. The girls are 
excited, and the team performs exception-
ally well in front of the Rice community." 

W E E K L Y S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 

Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Friday 11/7 5 p.m. Swimming Hilton Rice Plaza 
Invitational (Rice Pool) 

Sat 11/8 2 p.m. Football vs. Tulsa (Rice Stadium) 
Honey, I'm home-coming! 

7:30 p.m. Men's BBall, Reunion Exhibition 
(Autry Court) 

Mon 11/10 7 p.m. Women's BBall vs. Everyone's 
Internet Basketball Club (Autry Court) 
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Soccer shooting for tournament trifecta in third WAC tourney 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It has already been the most suc-
cess fu l s eason in Rice soccer 
history, but the Owls have a more 
tangible goal in mind: a Western 
Athletic Conference championship. 

Rice (9-7-1) traveled to the WAC 
tournament in Dallas Wednesday as 
the third seed in a tournament field 
of six but has already clinched the 
best record in school history. Rice 
played Fresno State University last 
night at Westcott Field on the South-
ern Methodist University campus, 
with the winner advancing to 
tonight's semifinal against second-
seeded University of Hawaii at 5 p.m. 
The championship match is tomor-
row night at 7:30 p.m. 

'The Hawaii coach ... 
feels that we're the 
toughest team to play in 
the conference.' 

— Chris Huston 
Head soccer coach 

Host and two-time defending 
champion SMU is the top seed after 
winning the regular-season cham-
pionship on t i e b r e a k e r s with a 
7-1 WAC record. The remainder of 
the tournament field is made up of 
No. 2 Hawaii, No. 3 Rice, No. 4 Boise 
State University, No. 5 University 
of Texas-El Paso and No. 6 Fresno 
State. (See box, below.) 

Rice's tournament preparations 
took a hit Sunday when the team 
bus broke down on its way to Waco 
(See Brief, Page 21), forcing the 
Owls to cancel their scheduled 
match against Baylor University. 
Head coach Chris Huston said the 
cancellation has not affected the 
team's mindset or level of play. 

"They've had a really good two 
days of practice, and there hasn't 
even been a mention of the bus," 
Huston said. "It's all been focused 
on beating Fresno State, so I don't 
think it'll affect us at all." 

In the last game for both teams, 
Rice beat Fresno State 4-1 — the 
Owls' fifth consecutive win — at 
Bulldog Stadium Oct. 26 before a 
record crowd of 3,358. Junior de-
fender CaitlinCurrie said Rice would 
not be overconfident after its first-
ever win over the Bulldogs. 

"I think this game'll be a little bit 
tougher [than Oct. 26] —they came 
out flat last game," Currie said. "I 

think it'll be a hard-fought game, but 
I definitely think with the way we've 
been playing lately and coming off of 
our winning streak, that we'll defi-
nitely put it away." 

Huston said Rice is not taking 
Fresno State lightly — the Bulldogs 
pushed eventual champion SMU 
deep into a second overtime in last 
year's semifinals — but is confident 
in its ability to play its best game. 

"We know that we are capable of 
beating them, but we also know that 
we have to go out and play our best 
game in order to get that win again," 
Huston said. "You definitely can't 
look past the first game, because 
Fresno State is a good team." 

The semifinal matchup against 
Hawaii for the victor also served as a 
motivating factor because Rice and 
Hawaii have met once in the regular 
season and once in the postseason 
in each of the last two seasons. 
Each time, the team that lost the 
regular season meeting has won the 
WAC tournament encounter. Hawaii 
beat Rice 2-0 Sept. 26 at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium, but the Owls 
are 7-2 since. 

"It's also a little motivating factor 
that if we do win that game, we get to 
play Hawaii again," Huston said. "I 
talked to the Hawaii coach, and he 
feels that we're the toughest team to 
play in the conference. Knowing that 
should give the girls a little bit more 
confidence." 

Rice is especially confident at the 
back because its defense has allowed 
just 14 goals all season, ahead of the 
WAC record of 18 held by Hawaii 
(1999), San Diego State (1998) and 
SMU (1997). 

The confidence starts in goal, 
where junior I^auren Shockley has 
r e c o r d e d a s choo l - r eco rd five 
shutouts in her first year as a starter. 
Sweeper Currie acts as the last line 
of d e f e n s e , with s o p h o m o r e 
co-capta in Erin D r o e g e r and 
freshman Laura Barber as outside 
marking backs. Junior stopper Betsy 
Huete plays in front of Currie and is 
the most likely back to get forward. 
While the defense has been the 
team's dominant feature all season, 
Ih ston said the defenders have im-
proved their confidence when get-

ting involved in the offense. 
"It's not a bad confidence like, 'I 

can slack off, I'm that good,'" Huston 
said. "They have a confidence to 
where they are recognizing times 
where they can go forward out of the 
back, and that just makes our attack 
that much stronger. They know that 
if one goes, there's three of them 
back there that can handle whatever 
the other team throws at them." 

The midfield has two very experi-

THE FIELD 
The 2 0 0 3 WAC Soccer 
Championship tournament 
s t a r t ed las t n ight at 
Westcott Field in Dallas. SMU 
enters as the two-t ime 
defending champion and top 
seed. The Thresher handicaps 
the field and Rice's chances 
against each team. 

" 1 • S M U 

Record: 15-3-1 WAC: 7-1 
Rundown: Senior forward Kim 
Harvey highlights a solid 
all-around team and is second 
in the country in points (57) 
and third in goals (23). She 
scored the only goal against 
Rice Oct. 10. 
'03 vs. Rice: Oct. 10 W 1-0 

2 • Hawaii 

Record: 13 4 2 WAC: 7-1 
Rundown: Sophomore forward 
Natasha Kai leads the nation 
in points (62) and goals (29). 
The Rainbow Wahine also 
boasts senior forward Arlene 
Devitt and has allowed just 18 
goals all season, second in 
the WAC behind the Owls. 
'03 at Rice: Sept. 26 W 2-0 

4 - Boise State 

Record: 8-11-1 WAC: 4 4 
Rundown: The Broncos snuck 
in late to steal the fourth seed 
after a 2-1 upset of SMU, part 
of a three-game home winning 
streak to close the year. All-
time leading scorer Brittany 
Zoellner leads the offense. 
•03 at Rice: Oct. 19 L 1-2, OT 

5 - UTEP 

Record: 10-7 WAC: 4-4 
Rundown: The Lady Miners 
have d isappoin ted af ter 
finishing second last year and 
have lost four of their last 
seven. Still, forwards Christine 
McCarthy and Kate Stevens 
are potent in attack. 
03 vs. Rice: Oct. 12LO-1,OT 

6 - Fresno State 

Record: 7 8 2 WAC: 4 4 
Rundown: The Lady Bulldogs 
have blown out bad teams 
and lost to good teams this 
year but have experience and 
are led by sophomores Kortney 
Lewis at forward and Katri 
Nokso-Koivisto in midfield. 
•03 vs. Rice: Oct. 26 L 1-4 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Freshman midfielder Vanessa Serrano, seen here Sept. 19 against Alabama, was one of three Owls named first-team 
all-WAC prior to the WAC tournament this weekend in Dallas. Third-seeded Rice opened fast night against sixth-
seeded Fresno State, with the winner set to face second-seeded Hawaii tonight at 5 p.m. in the semifinals. 

enced players on the wings and two 
freshmen in the middle, but all four 
starters have meshed to form a group 
that defends and attacks. Freshmen 
Vanessa Serrano and Maria Fadool 
control the center of the field, with 
Serrano the more creative player 
going forward and Fadool the more 
defensive of the pair. 

Junior co-captain Marisa Galvan 
runs the show on the left and is 
always looking to get forward — she 
scored from a corner kick in the win 
against Fresno State. Junior Sarah 
Yoder runs the right wing but also 
sees time at forward, mostly in a 
4-3-3 formation, and leads the team 
with five goals and two assists after 
being named WAC Player of the 
Week for scoring both goals in Rice's 
Oct. 24 shutout of San Jose State. 

The biggest change in the team 
from past seasons and early this sea-
son comes up front, where the Owls 
have averaged almost three goals 

per game in their last four contests 
after scoring just 10 goals in their 
first 13 games. 

'This year, I think we have a lot 
more confidence than we did last 
year because we've been playing so 
well, because we've actually started 
scoring and because our defense 
has remained really strong," Currie 
said. "I think that confidence is go-
ing to be the biggest difference." 

Redshir t sophomore forward 
Ashley Anderson is Rice's most natu-
ral scorer up front, but she has been 
unable to find the net since Sept. 21. 
Anderson has played well, but it has 
b e e n j un io r fo rward Becky 
MacAllister, who began the season 
on the bench after starting at de-
f e n s e las t yea r , f i nd ing net . 
Mac Allister scored her first-ever goal 
in sudden-death overtime Oct. 19 to 
beat Boise State 2-1 and followed it 
up with a goal against Fresno State. 

"Poor A s h l e y ' s no t on t h e 

scoreboard much yet — she's get-
ting a little frustrated herself — but 
she's playing really well, and it's 
going to happen," Huston said. 

Off the bench, Huston will turn to 
freshman forward Callye Dannheim, 
who scored twice as a substitute 
against Fresno State, and sophomore 
midfielder Angela Furin, who scored 
the game-winning goal in overtime 
against UTEP Oct. 12 for offense. 
Depth will be key in the tournament, 
which the Owls hope will include 
three games in three days. 

"[Even] two games in two days is 
really tough, so it's one of those 
things that every year we try to get 
changed," Huston said. "It's tough, 
but it's not impossible. Fitness is 
something we've worked on all year 
long. We do all that hard work for 
this very reason: so that when push 
comes to shove and you feel like you 
can't go any further, you're going to 
go further." 

C O L U M B I A U N I V E R S I T Y 
I N O w O R K 

Earn your M.A. degree in 

Climate and Society 

t 
Environmental 
leadership for a 
changing world. 

The twelve-month M.A. Program in Climate and 

Society trains professionals and academics to under-

stand and cope with the impacts of climate variability 

and climate change on society and the environment. 

This rigorous program emphasizes the problems of 

developing societies. 

For more information visit: W W W . C o l u m b i a . e d l l / c l i m a t e s o c i e t y 

http://WWW.Columbia.edll/climatesociety
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Cross country squads come 
up short of WAC titles 

by Melissa Dominguez 
THRESHER STAFF 

While both cross country teams 
were hoping to emulate past success 
Saturday at the Western Athletic Con-
ference Championships in Belmont, 
Calif., it was a pair of first-time 
winners — the University of Nevada 
women and the University of Tulsa 
men — who took home the titles. 

The Rice women finished third 
and the men finished fourth, and 
assistant women's track and field 
coach in charge of cross country 
Jim Bevan said the Owls lost to 
deserved winners. 

"We never underestimated our 
competition, but Nevada really put it 
together as a team — this is their 
best team in the history of the 
school," Bevan said. 

Nevada dominated to win with 
43 points, followed by the Univer-
sity of Texas-El Paso with 63 points 
and Rice with 88 points. 

Sophomore Kate Gorry was 
named first-team all-WAC for the 
second consecutive year after fin-
ishing in third place with a time of 
17 minutes, 20 seconds for the five-
kilometer race. Gorry was only three 
seconds behind the second-place 
finisher and shaved 54 seconds off 
her time from last year. 

"I was confident that I could do 
well and was really excited about 
racing," Gorry said. "Overall, I was 
happy with my race and am very 
impressed with my teammates, who 
really stepped up and ran well." 

Senior Tanya Wright was Rice's 
second finisher, coming in 11th with 
a time of 18:07 to earn second-team 
all-WAC recognition. 

"We competed extremely well for 
the adverse conditions," Bevan said. 
"We were not as prepared for the 
extremely hilly course. There are no 

hills like that within two hours of 
Houston." 

The women's team returns to 
action Nov. 15 at the NCAA South-
Central regional championships in 
Waco, where state powers like the 
University of Texas and Texas A&M 
University will be favored. 

"I am really excited for regionals 
because I think [in] each race, we get 
better as a team, and in two weeks I 
hope that we can all come through 
and run our best races," Gorry said. 

Like the women's team, the men's 
team, which finished fourth, cited the 
steep hills as one of the reasons for its 
placement in the eight-kilometer race. 

"It was very hilly, with no truly 
flat spot on the entire course," sopho-
more Leor Pantilat said. "There was 
lots of blowing dust, too, especially 
on the first mile." 

Tulsa cruised to the men's title 
with 49 points, while Boise State 
University and UTEP finished sec-
ond and third with 65 and 66 points, 
respectively. The Owls placed fourth 
with 83 points. 

Freshman Steve Magness led the 
men's team from start to finish, plac-
ing fifth overall with a time of 25:02. 
Magness was not only named first-
team all-WAC, but was also honored 
as WAC Freshman of the Year. 

Magness was followed by sopho-
more Marcel Hewamudalige, who fin-
ished 15th in 26:13, and junior Adam 
Davis, who placed 18th in 26:24. 

"We stuck together as well as we 
could," Davis said. "No one ran badly, 
but we were all average. Tulsa got 
the jump on us, plain and simple." 

The Golden Hurricane runners 
took an early risk by taking an early 
lead, Davis said, and the gamble led 
to the championship. 

The men's team will also compete 
next at the South-Central regional 
championships Nov. 15 in Waco. 
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MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Junior outside hitter Catherine DuPont (6) and freshman middle blocker Tessa Kuykendall (right) go up for a block 
against Louisiana Tech Saturday at Autry Court. Rice won 3-0 to Improve to 11-1 In home matches on the season. 

Volleyball improves to 11-1 at home 
by Scott Selinger 

THRESHER STAFF 

After three consecutive home vic-
tories at Autry Court, the volleyball 
team faced the University of Texas-
El Paso on the road last night before 
Wednesday's non-conference match 
against crosstown rival University 
of Houston. 

The Owis are focusing on the 
Western Athletic Conference tour-
nament Nov. 21-23 in Reno, Nev., at 
which eight of the 10 WAC teams 
will compete. Rice is almost assured 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO WAIT 
FOR THAT HIGH PAYING JOB 

TO AFFORD THE ORIGINAL SUV 

Right now we have a great selection of Land Rover Service Loaners very attractively priced 

All vehicles have never been titled, are low mileage, and have the remaining balance of 

a 4 year/50,000 mile factory warranty. 

LAND ROVER HOUSTON 
7019 Old Katy Road • 713-293-6100 

www. landroverhouston .com 
Mon - Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-6pm 

D V A N T A Q E AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 
The Southwest's Largest Land Rover Centre 

*0% APR up to 60 months W A C. Limited time offer 

of finishing in second place in the 
WAC's Eastern Division despite an 
emotional 3-0 victory over Eastern 
Division leader Southern Method-
ist University Oct. 30 at Autry Court. 
Rice blew a 2-0 lead in an Oct. 11 
3-2 loss to SMU in Dallas, but the 
Owls made no mistake on their 
home court. 

"Playing at home made a huge 
di f ference ," junior co-captain 
Lindsey Carter said. "We really kept 
up our intensity through the whole 
match. We didn't let up after the first 
two games like last time." 

Carter was named WAC Player 
of the Week after leading Rice with 
11 and 15 kills against SMU and 
Ixiuisiana Tech University, respec-
tively, last weekend. She is the first 
Owl of the season to be named Player 
of the Week since current junior co-
captain Rebeca Pazo was honored 
one year ago. 

The home wins, both three-game 
sweeps, improved Rice's home 
record to 11-1, with only a Nov. 15 
match against Tulsa remaining on 
the home schedule. 

Against SMU, Pazo recorded her 
11th double-double off the season 
with 21 kills and 17 digs. Freshman 
middle blocker Tessa Kuykendall 
held strong at the net to produce 
three solo blocks and three block-
assists, helping Rice to an 11-3 edge 
in blocks over the Mustangs. Carter 
combined with junior middle blocker 
Rebecca Kainz for 20 kills as Rice 
plowed through SMU after winning 
the opening game 31-29. 

It was the first time in 13 matches 
SMU had been shut out, and during 

that stretch the Mustangs were a 
red-hot 12-1. 

Rice also swept I^uisiana Tech 
Nov. 1, improving the Owls' WAC 
record to 7-4. 

'Playing at home made 
a huge difference. We 
really kept up our 
intensity through the 
whole match/ 

— Lindsey Carter 
Junior outside hitter 

"It's tough playing theTechsters," 
Carter said. "They're a really scrappy 
team, and when you get the lead, you 
have to stay on top of them, or they'll 
come right back in your face." 

In a breakout game for several 
Owls, senior Rebekah Neal snagged 
15 digs to move into third place on 
the career charts with 1,139. With 
43 assists and 10 digs, sophomore 
Kristina Hoban brought in another 
double-double, as did Carter with 
15 kills and 11 digs. The squad over-
whelmed the Lady Techsters 8-1 in 
blocks at the net as Carter, Hoban 
and freshman middle blocker Am-
ber Wiedemann combined for nine 
block-assists. 

"We've been falling into our 
groove, and we've really been able 
to come together as a team on the 
court," Carter said. 

/budenb di/counb/ 
great student fares! 

London $364 
Paris $422 
Brussels $505 
Los Angeles $245 
Las Vegas $245 

Fare is round tr ip f rom Houston. Subject to 
change and availabil i ty. Tax not included. 

Restrictions and blackouts apply. 

2401 T imes Blvd. S u i t e 110 

(713) 524.9910 
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MARHSALL ROBINSON THRESHER 

Moore, trying to overtake 
highlight-reel dunks from senior 
decathlete Ryan Harlan and 
sophomore forward J.R. 
Harrison, ran the length of the 
court before taking off for the 
dunk. He hung on the rim, 
pulling it loose and shattering 
the backboard. Still images 
captured the dunk itself, while 
RBT cameras captured the 
shattered backboard 
When the event ended after the 
overpowering dunk, Moore 
posed for pictures and signed 
souvenir shards of glass, as 
players and fans alike reveled 
In the memorable moment. 
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Cornerback Terry Holley lays in the endzone after taking an interception 22-yards for a touchdown. Rice scored two 
defensive touchdowns in the game: on Holley's interception and safety Raymorris Barnes' 69-yard fumble return. 

Rice tops Nevada in seesaw battle 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It took seven touchdowns, includ-
ing a 95-yard run and two defensive 
scores , for Rice to de fea t t h e 
Un ive r$i ty of N evad a 52-42 Satu r d ay 
at Rice Stadium. 

In cffeame of offense that saw Rice 
manage 532 yards of offense— includ-
ing 387 rushing — for its best output 
since 2001, two of the biggest plays 
were provided by the defense. Junior 
cornerback Terry Holley returned an 
interception 22 yards for a touchdown 
midway through the third quarter to 
give Rice a 31-28 lead and the momen-
tum. Junior safety Raymorris Barnes 
then sabred on a 69-yard fumble re-
turn with one minute, 41 seconds re-
maining to seal the win just when 
Nevada looked mount a comeback. 

Rice (2-6, 2-2 Western Athletic 

Conference) served early notice that 
this game would be different from 
normal, as the Owls drove 80 yards 
in only 54 seconds on their opening 
possession, passing on all three 
plays. Senior quarterback Kyle Herm 
connected with sophomore Joe Don 
Wood and freshman John Brock on 
back-to-back 29-yard passes to start 
the drive and then completed it with 
another completion to Wood for the 
touchdown and a 7-7 tie. 

"It was something we've been 
working on all week — just to come 
out and surprise them," Wood said. 
"After last week, we played hard, but 
didn't get the win. We just played 
hard today and knew we had to come 
out and score." 

Herm would end the day 8-1 Opass-
ing for 145 yard sand two touchdowns. 
Head coach Ken Hatfield's first-drive 
passing attack differed greatly from 

Nautica Jeans 
Register now through 
November 15 for your M 
chance to win one of four , 
Nautica Jeans Company '• 
waafcobes for men. 4$ J f < 
N O ^ f C H A S E NECESSARY 

'o r complete det^f^ 

Nautica Jeans Company'. 

\ It's all about a t t i t i i i teu :-

urban, edgy and campus cool 

\ jeans, tees, knit and woven shirts. 

( Waists 29-38; M-Xi. 22.00-59.50. 
Young Men s 

/ v a u r ' C , , 

JVC 
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N A U T I C A 
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Powderpuff, men's 
basketball playoff set 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

his traditional run-heavy play calling. 
"Three passes to start the game 

is an all-time first for me," Hatfield 
said. "Those were good catches too 
by [Wood] and [Brock] , T h e y 
weren't gimmees." 

For the rest of the game, both 
team's offenses remained in high 
gear, and the offenses marched up 
and down the field exchanging points. 
Rice scored next on a 28-yard field 
goal by sophomore kicker Brennan 
Landry, but the Wolf Pack came right 
back with a 39-yard touchdown pass 
from quarterback Andy Heiser to 
halfback Maurice Mann to make the 
score 14-10. Rice would follow with a 
Herm touchdown run, but Nevada 
countered before the end of the half 
with a touchdown of their own to 
send the teams into the second half 
with the Wolf Pack leading 21-17. 

See FOOTBALL, Page 22 

Baker, Lovett and Wiess rounded 
out the four-team Powderpuff playoff 
field last weekend, as a pair of tense 
games settled by extra points deter-
mined the field of four playoff teams. 

College Sports Roundup 

Sid Richardson improved to 7-0 
with a 27-6 shellacking of Jones Sat-
urday to clinch the top seed in the 
playoffs. Saturday's other game was 
an offensive battle between Lovett 
and Will Rice, with the Lovetteers 
prevailing 20-19 after converting two 
of their three extra-point attempts. 

On Sunday, Martel earned its first 
victory of the season with an 18-15 win 
over winless Brown, while Will Rice 
kept its fleeting playoff hopes alive 
with a 38-19 win over Hanszen in the 
highest-scoring game of the season. 
Two-time defending champion Wiess, 
however, clinched a playoff spot of its 
own in the weekend's final game, si-
multaneously eliminating both Jones 
and Will Rice with a 7-6 win over Baker. 
The Battlesows got three intercep-
tions in a strong defensive effort. 

Sid will be the top seed for the 
playoffs, but the other three seeds are 
still mathematically undecided. The 
most likely scenario has Baker and 
I x»vett meeting as the second an d third 
seeds, respectively, with fourth-seeded 
Wiess meeting rival Sid in the open-
ing round of the playoffs. 

The regular season concludes 
Thursday, and the semifinals are 
scheduled for Nov. 16. 

Men's basketball 
Jones and Wiess both clinched 

playoff spots from the Atlantic Divi-
sion with Monday night victories. 
Wiess (3-1) crushed Will Rice 73-34 
in its opening game before beating 
and eliminating defending champion 
GSA 60-47. Jones beat North-side 
rival Brown 41-24 in the late game to 
improve to 3-0 and clinch the top 
spot in the group by virtue of its two-
point win over Wiess Oct. 20. 

In the Pacific Division, both playoff 
spots were settled Wednesday night. 

Freshman open basketball 
Ixjvett, Wiess, Martel and Sid all 

qualified for the playoffs with win-
ning seasons, although Lovett and 
Sid had a tougher time. 

Both played in the American Bas-
ketball Association, where four of 

the six games were decided by three 
points or less, including several in 
overtime. Unbeaten Lovett clinched 
its spot with a 50-31 over Jones Tues-
day, but Sid needed a 28-27 over-
time win over third-place Will Rice 
to advance. Will Rice's three games 
were settled by a combined total of 
five points. 

In the National Basketball league, 
Wiess and Martel played last night 
with first seed in the playoffs at stake, 
but both had already clinched a spot 
after winning their first two games by 
commanding margins. 

Men's volleyball 
Jones clinched a playoff spot with 

a t h r e e - g a m e win over Brown 
Wednesday night to join Castup 
League winner and defending cham-
pion GSA in the playoffs. Jones fin-
ished at 3-1 after the hardfought win, 
knocking Brown to 2-2. 

The Ketchup l e a g u e participants 
were determined last night. A Wiess 
win over last year's runner-up Martel 
and a Will Rice win over Sid would 
force a three-way tiebreaker for two 
spots, but Martel and Will Rice wins 
would send both teams to the play-
offs. Will Rice came from behind to 
beat Wiess 9-15,15-7,15-6 last Thurs-
day, while Sid beat last-place I^ovett 
15-6, 15-9 Saturday. 

Open ultimate 
Baker clinched a playoff spotTues-

day night with a dramatic 9-9 tie 
against Will Rice. Both teams fin-
ished 1-1-1, but the Red Devils will 
advance on point differential. Will Rice 
tied the game 7-7 on the final point of 
regulation and then took a two-point 
lead in overtime, but Baker responded 
in the final minute before tying the 
match on the last point. Defending 
champion GSA crushed Brown 11-1 
in the nightcap to finish 3-0 in the 
Discraft league. 

In the Wham-0 league, Hanszen's 
9-4 win over last-place Lovett was 
the only game last week, but Sid 
Rich and Jones are unbeaten with 
2-0 records in a four-game schedule. 

Coed tennis 
Defending champion Will Rice 

and challenger Hanszen are both 
3-0 to lead the field, while 3-1 Sid and 
2-0 Jones are also expected to make 
the playoffs. 

In the most recent action, Hanszen 
shut out Wiess 4-0 and Will Rice beat 
Brown 6-0 in best-of-seven matches. 
Sid beat last-place I^ovett 4-0 to clinch 
its spot ahead of 2-2 Wiess. 
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For annua l checkups , birth control , emergency 
con t racep t ion , p r e g n a n c y testing and testing & 

t rea tment for sexual ly transmitted infect ions. 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood I 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, inc. 13 

available Monday 

thresher-sports@ 
(we won't actually give you Rice 
Coke bottles, but you can buy 
them and work for us) 
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http://www.pphouston.org
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

I 

Rice rugby players 
make select squad 

Six Rice women's rugby play-
ers were selected to the 19-player 
Texas Rugby Union Under-23 
squad by head coach Mary Gra-
ham, who is also the head coach 
of the Rice women 's team. 

Senior lock Jill Henderson, se-
nior flanker Jen Lin, junior lock 
Cindy Bern ing , jun ior prop 
Rachel Davis,, junior hooker 
Rachel Tardif and freshman cen-
ter Julie Neubauer were all se-
lected to the first team, while six 
other Rice players were selected 
as alternates. 

The TRU U-23 team will com-
pete March 6-7 at a regional U-23 
tournament at the University of 
Oklahoma. 

—Jonathan Yardley 

Ultimate gains 
Mooning experience 

The men ' s ul t imate club, 
Cloud Nine, continued its strong 
play at a University of Arkansas 
tournament last week, despite the 
inexperience of the team. The 
women's club, Miss Red, with 
only nine players, also competed 
in the tournament. 

The annual Harvest Moon 
Tournament in Fayetteville, Ark., 
is Wee's largest of the fall, and 24 
of Cloud Nine's 36 members 
played in the tournament. Senior 
co-captain Eric Williams said al-
though there were a lot of fresh-
men and new players, it was still 
a strong performance. 

"We didn't exclusively rely on 
returning players," Williams said. 
T h e r e were a lot of freshmen 
playing to allow them a feel for 
the game. Based upon who was 
playing, I felt our offense moved 
the disc well." 

The tournament began Satur-
day, and Cloud Nine won three of 
its four matches, losing only to 
the University of Kansas A team. 
In elimination play Sunday, Rice 
dominated the University of Ala-
bama by a 13-9 count but lost 
15-11 to host Arkansas in the 
quarterfinals. 

"Although there was a lot of 
wind at the tournament on Sun-
day, the offense still played 
strongly against Arkansas' de-
fense," senior co-captain Lucas 
Shindeldecker said. "If we con-
tinue to learn and improve as we 
have done so far, we'll have a 
great season." 

The women's ultimate club. 
Miss Red, had only nine players 
for its second tournament of the 
year and struggled mightily on 
Saturday before rebounding to 
claim its only victory of the week-
end Sunday against Kansas. 

"We improved a lot as a team, 
especially in our zone offense," 
junior captain Cindy Berning said. 
"We worked out some problems 
[against a zone defense], and that 
helped us Sunday." 

In the consolation bracket Sun-
day, Miss Red edged Kansas 

54 on the ultimate point in a windy, 
defensive struggle. Berning said 
with only nine players for a seven-
player sport, the contributions 
of two rookies — freshmen 
Jessica Hawthorne and Teresa 
Monkkonen — made a major dif-
ference in the team's improvement 

"We only brought two rookies, 
and they both stepped it up a lot 
and were major players for us," 
Berning said. 

The clubs will compete in the 
co-ed Jingle Bell Hell Nov. 22-3 in 
Denton, Texas. 

— Christine Chen and 
Jonathan Yardley 

Bus trouble forces 
soccer cancellation 

The Rice soccer team had to 
cancel its scheduled road game 
at Baylor Sunday, but after a dan-
gerous travel situation that in-
cluded an emergency evacuation 
of its chartered bus, the Owls are 
just happy to be back home safe. 

The bus gave some early clues 
of the trip to come. Neither the 
airconditioningnor speedometer 
were functioning properly. 

Initially, open hatches on the 
roof of the bus provided the trav-
elers with a small amount of 
needed ventilation. The "air-situa-
tion" however soon went from bad 
to worse. After the bus exited high-
way 290 north onto highway 6, 
smoke began to permeate from 
the back of the cabin to the front. 

The driver was forced to pull 
the bus off to the side of the road 
and, not knowing exactly how dan-
gerous the situation may be, the 
Owls would have to be evacuated. 
Again, the bus had other ideas. 

When bus came to a stop, all 
its systems shut down, including 
the controls to open the door. 
While the smoke was cause for 
concern, being trapped inside 
made it even more so. Tensions 
were sky-high. 

"It was not a good situation at 
all," head coach Chris Huston 
said. "You're in a smokey (bus) 
cabin with the exit malfunction-
ing. You know you're suppose to 
stay calm, but you also know this 
isn't your average, everyday situ-
ation. I don't think any of us were 
thinking of the game at that point. 
Everyone wanted to get off." 

After several players used the 
emergency exit, they then opened 
the front door from the outside. 

When the team was finally 
safely off the bus, there was still 
the matter of being stranded on 
the side of the road. 

Attempts to find replacement 
transportation for the entire team 
on short notice failed. With some 
cell phone calls to the Baylor 
coaches, it was determined the 
game would have to be cancelled. 

An empty charter driving the 
opposite way spotted the disabled 
Rice transport and pulled over to 
offer assistance. The driver pro-
vided some needed rescuing and 
graciously gave the Owls a safe 
ride back to campus. 

— Rice Sports Information 

The Baha'i Faith 
Uniting your world ... one heart at a time 
Devotions on Sundays 10-11 at Rice Chapel 

Study circles near campus 
Call 1-800-22-UNITE or visit www.bahai.org 

/ j 

COURTESY CLOUD NINE 

Grad student Mark Junker makes a standout defensive play for Cloud Nine in a group play match against a Missouri 
r'"b team Saturday at the Harvest Moon Tournament in Fayetteville, Ark. Cloud Nine went 4-2 in the two-day 
tournament and lost in the quarterfinals of the elimination stages. For coverage on both ultimate clubs — Cloud Nine 
and Miss Red — see Brief, left. 

medium 1-topping 
pizza 6 2 cans of Coke 

ilo coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

Pius tax 

large 1-toppping 
pizza 6 3 cans of Coke 

Ho coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

in The Village 

(713) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Open 11 am to 2 am Mon. - Sun. 

Get The Door. 
It's Domino's. 

life also serue: 

Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 

Coca-Cola Buffalo Wings 
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VPLLEYBALL 

LOUISIANA TECH 0 RICE 3 
November 1, 2003 — Autry Court 

5. SMU 

6. Louis iana Tech 

7. San Jose State 

i08 
110 

1 9 8 Turnovers key Owl win 

s M l 

La. Tech (15-13, 3-8) 2 4 19 22 
Rice (16-9, 7-4) 30 30 30 

Final Stats La. Tech Rice 
Kills 5 1 5 1 
Errors 23 7 
Attempts 152 129 
Attack Percer'age .184 .341 
Assists 47 49 
Service Aces 1 4 
Digs 68 71 
Blocks 1.0 8.0 

Rice men's Individual results 

(field of 4 5 runners, 8 , 0 0 0 meters) 

5. Steve Magness 2 5 : 0 2 

15. Marcel Hewamudal ige 2 6 : 1 3 

18. Adam Davis 2 6 : 2 4 

22 . Pablo Solares 2 6 : 3 9 

23 . David Are l 2 6 : 4 1 

33 . Leor Panti lat 2 8 : 0 2 

Women's t e a m standings (field of 9 teams) 

FOOTBALL 

NEVADA 42 RICE 52 
November 1, 2003 Rice Stadium 

7 14 14 7 Nevada (5-4, 3-2) 
42 
Rice (2-6, 2-2) 
20 

UN — Kretschmer 8 run (Fine kick) 
RU — J. Wood 22 pass from Herm (Landry kick) 
RU — Landry 28 field goal 
UN — Mann 39 pass from Heiser (Fine kick) 
RU — Herm 12 run (Landry kick) 
UN — McGee 15 pass from Heiser (Fine kick) 
RU — Moore 32 pass from Herm (Landry kick) 
UN — Moll 10 pass from Heiser (Fine kick) 
RU — Holley 22 interception return (Landry kick) 
UN — Kretschmer 9 run (Fine kick) 
RU — Lott 22 run (Landry kick) 
RU — Herm 95 run (Landry kick) 
UN — Mitchell 19 run (Fine kick) 
RU — Barness 69 fi 

Final Stats 
First Downs • 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
UN — Wise 16-128, Kretschmer 23-126, Mitchell 
9-63, Mann 2-2, Heiser 3-(-3) 
R ice— Herm 22-186, Lott 12-128, Beck 7-45, 
Ruqk^r 3-17, Bailey 3-8, Moore 1-6, Henderson 3-1, 
Smith l - ( - l ) 
Passing 
UN — Heiser 18-34-1-221 
Rice — Herm 8-10-0-145, Henderson 0-0-0-0 
Receiving 
UN — Mann 6-85, McGee 4-34, Fleming 3-58, 
Kretschmer 2-23, Moll 1-10, Pudewell 1-8, Heiser 
1-3 
Rice — Brock 4-57, J. Wood 2-51, Moore 1-32, Hurd 
1-5 

recovery (Landry kick) 

Nevada Rice 
33 27 
316 387 
221 145 
537 532 
108 171 
2-47.0 3-45.7 
33:02 26:58 

Attendance — 13,011 

Individual S ta ts 
Kill* 
La. Tech — Sant'Anna 18, Mora 10 
Rice — Carter 15, Pazo 13 
Assists 
La. Tech — Mora 3 1 
Rice — Hoban 43 
Digs 
La. Tech — Sant'Anna 19, Andersorj 16 
Rice — Neal 15, Sigman 14 

Attendance — 279 

SMU 0 RICE 3 
October 30, 2003 — Autry Court 

SMU (17-6, 6-2) 
Rice (15-9, 6A) 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual S ta ts 
Kills 
SMU — Larkan 10, Holder 9, Karasek 9 
Rice — Pazo 21, Carter 11 
Assists 
SMU — Mihm 39 
Rice — Hoban 47 
Digs 
SMU — Mihm 15, Erazmus 10 
Rice — Pazo 17, Neal 14 

Attendance — 372 

CROSS-COUNTRY 

WAC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
November 1, 2003 — Belmont, Calif. 

Men's t e a m standings (field of 7 teams) 
1. Tulsa 4 9 

2 . Boise S ta te 6 5 

3 . UTEP 6 6 

4. Rice 8 3 

1. Nevada 

2. UTEP 

3. Rice 

4. SMU 

5. Fresno State 

6. Tulsa 

7. Boise Sta te 

8 . Hawaii 

9 . San Jose State 

4 3 

6 3 

88 
1 0 8 

1 5 4 

1 5 9 

1 6 3 

1 8 6 

1 9 0 

Rice women's individual results 
(field of 7 4 runners, 5 , 0 0 0 meters) 

29 22 22 
31 30 30 

SMU Rice 
51 54 
27 14 
152 137 
.158 .292 
43 50 
0 6 
63 64 
3.0 11.0 

3. Kate Gorry 1 7 : 2 0 

11 . Tanya Wright 18 :07 

2 1 . Brandi Armst rong 1 8 : 4 4 

25 . Shannon Murto 1 8 : 5 4 

28 . Megan Sandler 1 8 : 5 9 

3 4 . Whitney McAlp ine 1 9 : 1 0 

49 . Lauren Murphy 1 9 : 4 7 

58 . Janine Moreau 2 0 : 1 8 

6 7 . Mal in Fugelsang 2 1 : 0 5 

STANDINGS 

Team 
Boise State 
Hawaii 
Fresno State 
Nevada 
Tulsa 
Rice 
Louisiana Tech 
UTEP 
San Jose State 
SMU 

SOCCER 

FINAL STANDINGS 

WAC W-L Overall W-L 
4-0 
5-1 
3-1 
3-2 
3-2 
2-2 
2-3 
1-3 
1-4 
0 - 6 

8 1 
6-3 
5-4 
5-4 
5-4 
2 - 6 

4-5 
2-7 
2 - 6 

0-9 

WAC games only W 
1-SMU 
2-Hawaii 
3-Rice 
4-Boise State 
5-UTEP 
6-Fresno State 
Tulsa 
San Jose State 
Nevada 

GF GA 
23 8 
24 
13 
16 
16 
21 

6 
6 
6 

5 
6 

13 
12 
18 
17 
29 
23 

numbers denote WAC tournament seeds 

FOOTBALL, from Page 20 
In the third quarter, there were an 

amazing five lead changes, with Rice 
scoring first on a 32-yard pass from 
Herm to junior halfback Joe Moore. 
Nevada came right back with a 10-
yard scoring pass from Heiser to tight 
end Tony Moll to take a 28-24 lead. 

When Rice punted on its next pos-
session, Nevada had the opportunity 
to take the first two-touchdown lead 
of the game, but Holley's intercep-
tion return for a touchdown gave Rice 
a big lift. Holley's first career inter-
ception was his second defensive 
touchdown of the year, after recover-
ing a fumbled snap on a punt in the 
end zone against Hawaii Sept. 27. 

"We've got a team motto on de-
fense, where we play each play like 
it's the last play," Holley said. "You 
forget about the previous play, and I 
gave up a touchdown in the end zone, 
and so I just forgot about it and played 
with a calm head. The ball just came 
my way, and I took it to the end zone." 

Nevada answered with a nine-
yard touchdown run from running 
back Chance Kretschmer. Rice re-
sponded with a 65-yard drive capped 
by sophomore running back Tho-
mas Lott's 22-yard touchdown run. 

On Nevada's next drive, Rice's 
defense stepped up at exactly the 
right time to stop the Wolf Pack 
drive at the two-yard line. 

With the ball at his own five-yard 
line, Herm broke through the defen-
sive line to sprint 95 yards for the 
longest rushing touchdown of his ca-
reer. The run ties Rice's record for 
longest play, formerly held by Dicky 
Maegle ('55) on the most famous play 
in Rice football history. In the 1954 Cot-
ton Bowl, Maegle was illegally tack-
led by Alabama's Tommy I^ewis, who 
came off the bench during the play, 
and wasawarded a 95-yard touchdown. 

Herm racked up 331 yards of total 
offense on the day, including 186 rush-
ing yards. Both totals are the highest 

since current Rice Sports Network 
broadcaster Chad Richardson (Lovett 
'01) had 334 total and 224 rushing 
yards against Colorado State in 1998. 

"We are the type of team that's a 
ball control offense and [does] not get 
into shootouts where the score is 
5242, but you got to do what it takes 
sometimes," Herm said. "We also got 
a lot of help from the defense. They 
put up 14 points today." 

'We've got a team motto 
on defense, where we 
play each play like it's 
the last play.' 

— Terry Holley 
Junior cornerback 

Nevada did not give up after 
Herm's run gave Rice a 10-point lead, 
and running back B.J. Mitchell 
scored on a 19-yard run with 7:00 
remaining to cut Rice's lead to 45-42. 

Rice was forced to punt again, and 
the Wolf Pack offense was moving 
menacingly downfield before the Owl 
defensive delivered the knockout 
punch. Nevada halfback Talib Wise 
dove through the middle on a running 
play, and the ball came loose. Although 
the Nevada sideline insisted Wise was 
down, Barnes returned the fumble 69 
yards for the game-clinching score. 

"It was just the end product of a 
great team effort," Barnes said. "We 
had been working all week on turn-
over drills. The ball was on the ground, 
and I happened to be at the right place 
at the right time, and the rest is his-
tory. Agame like this could have gone 
either way, but believing in each other 
[and ] bearing down on the fundamen-
tals gave us a chance to wi n thi s game." 

NCAA 
2 0 0 3 MEN'S 

'SSSSg' 
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A CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
Rice and Stanford went the distance making it truly "A 
Championship Series". In the end, the Rice Owls were left 
standing, hoisting a NCAA championship trophy for the first 
time in school history. Relive all the exciting action of the 2003 
NCAA College World Series and get the insight from those that 
participated, plus extra bonus features on this DVD. 

2003 NCAA MEN'S 
COLLEGE WORLD SERIES 
HOME VIDEO OR DVD 
$19.99 
Limited quantities are available now, order your copy today! 

www.NCAAsports.com 
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http://www.NCAAsports.com
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and reservations, call (713) 348-
5400. 

THURSDAY 

13 
FRIDAY 

7 
Homecoming weekend 

Alumni will be flooding the 
campus this weekend to visit 
their alma mater. So don't be 
surprised if there are more 
creepy middle-aged guys at 
your Powderpuff game than 
usual. 

Maybe I'll get laid at OWLCON 
this year 

Today is the primary deadline 
to apply to be a Game Master at 
OWLCON XXIII next 
February. All you need at this 
point is a general blurb, times 
and the rudimentary basics of 
the game. For more 
information on submissions, 
visit http://www. rice.edu/ 
owlcon. 

Naked 

The controversial film Naked 
will be showing tonight at the 
Rice Media Center at 8 p.m. 
The film is in German with 
English subtitles. Admission is 
$5 for students. For more 
information, visit http:// 
ricecinema.rice.edu. 

Salsa Night 

Wiess College Salsa Night is 
tonight in the Wiess Commons 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Lessons 
begin at 9 p.m., and live music 
by Grupo Kache begins at 
10 p.m. 

SATURDAY 

Homecoming football game 

Rice Football takes on the 
University of Tulsa today at 
Rice Stadium at 2 p.m. in our 
homecoming game. Come late, 
come early, just come and 
support the boys. 

Dance performance 

The Rice Recreation Center 
presents a free dance 
performance titled "Lifting the 
Veil: Women's Dances of the 
Middle East," tonight at 7 p.m. 
in Harjo Dance Studio. Send an 
e-mail to bvalls@rice.edu for 
more information. 

Lunar eclipse observing 

The Rice Campus Observatory 
will be open from 7 to 9 p.m. 
for observation of tonight's 
lunar eclipse. Visit the campus 
observatory Web site at http:// 
www. ruf. rice, edu/ ~ruco/ 
observatory.html for more 
information. 

Don't forget, Elf will also be 
showing tonight 

Esperanza will be held tonight 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the 
Koch building. The theme has 
something to do with cubes of 
cheese, so buy tickets at the 
door for $30 or from your Rice 
Program Council 
representative beforehand for 
$25. (Shuttles will be leaving 
from the Sallyport at regular 
intervals.) 

MONDAY 

President's Lecture Series 

Economist and philosopher 
Amartya Sen will be speaking 

tonight on "Gender, Culture, 
and Politics." The lecture 
begins at 8 p.m. in the Grand 
Hall of the Rice Memorial 
Center and he will also be 
available to sign books. 
Admission is free. 

TUESDAY 

Veteran's Day ceremony 

Students, faculty and staff are 
all invited to meet today at 
12 p.m. at the flagpole outside 
the Student Center in Ray 
Courtyard for a Veteran's Day 
ceremony honoring all Rice 
students, faculty and staff 
involved in the military. 

Leipzig String Quartet 

The Houston Friends of Music 
and the Shepherd School of 
Music present a program by the 
Leipzig String Quartet. The 
concert begins at 8 p.m. in 
Stude Concert Hall. Reserved 
seating is required. For prices 

Vision and Art 

Harvard Medical School 
professor Margaret Livingstone 
presents "Vision and Art: The 
Biology of Seeing," today at 
1 p.m. in the Kyle Morrow 
Room of Fondren Library. For 
further questions, please send 
an e-mail to mhj@rice.edu. 

Shepherd School Percussion 
Ensemble 

The Shepherd School 
Percussion Ensemble will be 
performing tonight at 8 p.m. in 
Stude Concert Hall. The 
program includes works by 
Bach and Hamilton. 

SAS Dhamaka 

The South Asian Society 
presents Dhamaka 2003 tonight 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Grand Hall of 
the Rice Memorial Center. 
Tickets are available from 
college representatives for $6, 
which includes a buffet dinner. 

They're good, but they're no 
Rice Ballas 

The Rice Players present Terra 
Nova, a play by Academy 
Award winner Ted Tally. The 
show begins at 8 p.m. in 
Hamman Hall. Admission is 
$5 for students. To R.S.V.P., call 
(713) 348-PIJVY. 

FRIDAY 

Memorial Service 

A memorial service for 
Professor of Biochemistry and 
Cell Biology Frederick Byron 
Rudolph will be held today at 
3 p.m. in Keck Lecture Hall. A 
reception will follow. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mall: thresiier@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space-available basis. 
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The illest rhymes and freshest 
oeais since OT 

Fear 
Real i ty Check 

Free Lunch 

Fear o f t he Future- 11/12 

Fear o f Death- 11/19 

Wednesdays at noon 
Farnsworth Pavilion 

Sponsored By 
Baptist Student Ministries 

http://www
mailto:bvalls@rice.edu
mailto:mhj@rice.edu
mailto:thresiier@rice.edu
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Student Took Viagra Prior to 13 Run 
A Club 13 runner had to be 

rushed to the hospital after tak-
ing the drug Viagra prior to the 
run lastFriday night. The Martel 
senior, who wishes to remain 
anonymous... Wait, we're the 
Backpage. We don't give a damn 
about journalistic integrity... 
Martel senior Melvin McDonald 
reportedly took two of the blue 
diamonds prior to his arrival at 
Baker. "I'm sure it must have 
been really hard on him," fellow 
Martel senior and roommate 
Tom Dickenharry said. By the 
time the rabid pack of naked stu-
dents reached the north colleges, 

there was no hiding what 
McDonald had done. "I have to 
say, it got quite a rise out of the 

Fin sure it must have 
been really hard on him 

Tom Dickenharry 
Martel Senior 

runners," said one-eyed Charlie 
Charlieson. Rice EMS had to be 
called in when McDonald broke 

the glass at Sid Richardson col-
lege while attempting to leave 
his mark. University officials said 
that disciplinary action could be 
taken. "I hope University Court 
chooses not to give a stiff punish-
ment," said Club 13 runner Rich-
ard Rosenhoffer. "But at least it 
will be better than serving some 
hard time." When asked to com-
ment about his little charade, 
McDonald said, "Well, I've al-
ways been a fan of Rafael 
Palmeiro. I thought this would 
be a special tribute to him after 
he was able to get it up for his 
500th career home run this year." 

CLARK KENT/DAILY PLANET 

Melvin McDonald is rushed to the emergency room Friday. 
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"Cover up. This is not NOD. 
The prisoners have had their night 
of decadence and now they're pay-
ing for it." 

— Professor Scott Phillips ex-
plaining the dress code before 
the Criminology trip to Huntsville. 

"If a penis is sticky, then a 
pimpmobile is a car." 

—Brown freshman while play-
ing Scattagories. 

"Ooh, I could be a pony! A 
popular request from little girls for 
Christmas." 

— Will Rice male discussing 
Night of Decadence possibilities. 

"It means at the dentist the x-
rays are going at your teeth and not 
your gonads, something I 
appreciate." 

— Dr. Paul Padley 

"We 're just looking at long, stiff 
members." 

— Dr. Steve Cox 

* 

n 
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Jones sophomore ELEC at-

t you were 
die." 

— Lovett junior on the repro-
ductive behavior of salmon. 

"Idon't message someone's ass 
unless I'm specifically asked to." 

"Oh I don't mind, touch me 
everywhere." 

— Two Brown sophomores 

"Shut up! I do like porn." 
— Wiess freshman when ac-

cused of not liking porn. 

"Someone is gonna go that's 
me that they put a penis on!'" 

— Former Thresher photo 
editor 

Keep sending us your 
misclass. You'll feel good 
about contributing, and, well, 
it just makes us look good. 
Thafs a winning combination 
we don't want to mess with. 
Send us an e-mail at 
backpage®rice. edu. 

Backpage Obtains Freshmen Applications 
This past Saturday was the 

early decision deadline for pro-
spective Rice freshmen. By us-
ing our mad crazy investigative 
powers, we were able to get our 
hands on a few of the applica-
tions. The following are high-
lights from several of the more 
entertaining entries. Read them 
carefully, l i i e s e applicants could 
be your future peers, neighbors, 
girlfriends, boyfriends, or Stu-
dent Association presidents. 

Race 
After sifting through many of 

the applications, we found that 
the applicants come from very 
diverse backgrounds. Almost 
90 percent of the applicants were 
minorities. There was even one 
student from Colleyville, Texas 
who checked every single box in 
the ethnicity section. 

Clubs/Organizations 
It also appears as if the next 

class has taken an active role in 
their schools and communities 
because the list of organizations 
in which they are involved is phe-

nomenal. Some of the more pres- R q y p c ! I! 
tigious listings include: President u u a v / 3 • • • 
of the Underwater Basket Weav-
ing Club, Ultimate Fight ing 
Champion, Alcoholics Anony-
mous member, secretary of the 
United Hackers Association, and 
treasurer of the Resume Padding 
Society. 

Work Experience 
Students were asked to de-

scribe their most interesting 
work or educational experience. 
Here are a few of the more inter-
esting responses: 

"Well, there was this one time 
when my mom walked in on 
me filming a low-budget web 
cam porn video in my room. 

"I haven't really had a job, per 
se, but over the summer I sold 
powdered sugar to middle 
schoolers and told them it was 
crack." 

"I had an internship at the 
Pentagon last summer. I'm not 
sure, but I think I accidentally 
declared war on Switzerland." 

Below were some of our favorite 
boxes, filled with "something that 
appeals to you." 

Gaddi 
i n y o u r p a n t s 

The Rob Gaddi thong 

\ 
Can we say mental imbalance? 

The "Please God, no 'T\ick Fulsa' shirts!" Classifieds 
HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. 1414 Castle Ct. 
Bike to Rice! Nice size one-bedroom apt. 
Recently renovated. New hardwood 
floors, new appliances, new kitchen and 
central air. Small owner-managed build-
ing. Quiet courtyard setting. Covered, 
assigned parking and on-site laundry. 
Full-time maintenance personnel. $610 
with lease and deposit. Call Andover 
Properties at (713) 524-3344. 

HOUSE FOR RENT. Can't beat this 
location! One block from corner of 
Kirby and Holcombe. 2-bedroom,l-
bath, 1-study. Fenced backyard. $800. 
(713) 661-8079 or (281) 983-9277. 

NEAR CAMPUS — Duplex for rent; 
2-1 and study. 1,300 sqft. For $950 
per month and deposit. Immediate 
move-in! Get your buddies together 
and call (281) 858-8981. Price is ne-
gotiable! 

here s something new 

iliy's Pub! 

Thursday: Surprises Galore!!!!! 
Friday Young Alumni Pub Night 

CUTE, CLEAN HEIGHTS ga rage 
apar tment for rent . 1 bedroom, 1 bath 
with ha rdwood floors. Nice f loor 
plan with plenty of space in g rea t 
sect ion of the Heights . $575 per 
month . Wate r paid. Contact Dan at 
(832) 640-2515. 

ABSOLUTELY TERRIFIC roommate 
fioorplan! 2-2 over 1,000 sqft. Beauti-
ful complex. First month free! 3-bed-
room also available. (713) 266-1460 
(www.findithouston. com). 

RICE TOWNHOME. Be close to it all! 
Beautiful 1-and 2-bedroom lofts. Firstmonth 
free! Gated complex. (713) 266-1460 
(www.findithouston. com). 

INNERLOOP PARADISE 1-1 $550! 
2-2 $750. FP, W / D connec t ions . 
New carpe t , new paint and easy 
m o v e - i n . (713) 2 6 6 - 1 4 6 0 . 
(www.findithouston.com). 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. 1301 Rich-
mond. Bike to Rice! Small two-bed-
room apt. with hardwood floors, cen-
tral air, gated parking, pool and on-
site laundry. Owner-managed. Full-
time maintenance. $665 with lease 
and deposi t . Andover Proper t ies : 
(713) 524-3344. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. 1301 Rich-
mond. Bike to Rice! Small, one-bed-
room apt. Hardwood floors, central 
air, built-in bookshelves, track light-
ing, large pool and gated parking. On-
site management and maintenance. 
$555 with lease and deposit. Andover: 
(713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

EARN GREAT PART-TIME income. 
Work only a few hours a week. Get paid 
each Fri. 15-year-old, $2 billion in sales 
Co. Visit www.andya. imarketinconie. com. 
listen to the info line (832) 877-2369. 

RESEARCH on the long-term effects 
of the d r u g ecstasy: T h e Universi ty 
of T e x a s Houston Health Cen te r is 
s eek ing vo lun teers ages 15 to 30 
who use the d rug ecstasy to take 
part in a r e sea rch study on the ef-
fects of ecstasy on memory and brain 
funct ion. Taking part will involve 
a n s w e r i n g q u e s t i o n s about your 
mood, taking some compute r tes t s 
and s o m e tes t s of brain funct ion. 
Volun teers who do not u se ecs tasy 
a re also needed for s tudies on mood 
and at tent ion. Payment is available 
for your t ime. Confidentiali ty is as-
sured . Please call (713) 500-2637 for 
tnore informat ion. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

B A R T E N D E R S a re in demand! ! ! 
Ea rn g r e a t $$$! Job p l a c e m e n t as-
s i s t a n c e is top pr ior i ty . Call now 
for in format ion about our Back Fall 
tui t ion specia l . Of fe r e n d s soon!!! 
Have fun!!! M a k e money!!! Meet 
peop le ! ! ! A m e r i c a n B a r t e n d i n g 
Academy 10555 N o r t h w e s t Free-
way Ste . #230. (713) 688-9991. 
www.houstonbarten d ing. com. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT > 
1100/ ACT >24/GPA>3.0 /ages 19-29. 
Nonsmokers . All races needed, espe-
cially Asian. Must have transportation. 
Inquire at info@eggdonorcenter.com 

M4MUSA.COM. HOUSTON'S GAY 
college da t ing Web site. IM chat 
and 1,000's of picture ads. America 's 
largest gay dat ing service. En te r 
code UR55. 

A 'REALITY' SPRING BREAK 2004. 
Only with S u n s p l a s h T o u r s featured 
in the "The Real Cancun" Movie. 
Lowest prices. F ree meals and par-
t ies be fore Nov. 6. 2 f ree t r ips for 
groups, www.sunsplashtours.com. 
(800) 426-7710. 

SPRING BREAK 2004. Travel with 
STS, America ' s #1 Student Tour Op-
erator to Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas and Florida. Now hiring 
c a m p u s reps . Call for g roup dis-
counts . In format ion /Reserva t ions : 
(800) 648-4849 or www.ststrovel.com. 

TRASH THE THRESHER. Please re-
cycle this newspaper. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: 
3 6 - 7 0 words: 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions are 
published according to space 
availabil ity. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6 1 0 0 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(713) 348 3967 
(713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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