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Input collected for 
presidential search 

by Jenny Rees 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Students want Rice's next presi-
dent to keep enrollment low and 
address the housing shortage, Andy 
Weber, the undergraduate represen-
tative to the presidential search com-
mittee, said. 

Weber, a Sid Richardson College 
junior, held a discussion during the 
Student Association meeting Mon-
day to gather student opinion about 
the characteristics and values the 
next president should have. He said 
he has attended college government 
meetings at every college except 
Wiess College and also received in-
put t h rough q u e s t i o n n a i r e s he 
placed in every u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
student 's mailbox. 

The 15-member search commit-
tee, chaired by Board of Trustees 
m e m b e r Tim C r o w n o v e r 
(Hanszen '65), has begun meeting 
to plan the search, Weber said. He 

said the process will take six to nine 
months and will involve more than 
200 applicants. The committee's 
choice will probably be announced 
in December or January. Weber said. 

The search committee is cur-
rently gathering input from students, 
faculty, staff and administrators 
about what qualities they want in the 
next president. The committee also 
welcomes suggestions of people to 
consider as candidates for the posi-
tion, Weber said. 

Weber said he has received writ-
ten feedback from more than 100 stu-
dents, many of whom have called for 
an administration that will pay atten-
tion to students' opinions. 

"Students want a president who 
will recognize the students' voice on 
things," Weber said. "I think stu-
dents are the heart and soul of the 
university, and we are looking for a 
president who will recognize that 
and engage the students." 

See PRESIDENT, Page 7 
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The joy of cola ... cans 
CALEB REDFIELD/THRESHER 

Children stack aluminum cans at Saturday's Houston Earth Day, held in the South Stadium Lot. Local nonprofit 
groups hosted booths and performances at the event. 
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Web site pirates image of Lovett Hall 
by Lindsey Gilbert 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

RACHEL DAVIS THRESHER 

It's what ties lis together 
Hanszen College freshman Jon Levy tie dyes a T-shirt at 
the 4:20 Festival held Sunday in the Ray Courtyard. The 
festival also featured hemp weaving and brownies. 

The General Counsel's office will ask the operator of an 
inflammatory Web site featuring an unauthorized picture of 
Ix>vett Hall to discontinue use of the image, Associate Gen-
eral Counsel Joe Davidson said. 

The Web site http://www.rapemyprofessors.com, invites 
students to post complaints about their professors for other 
students to view. In the site's logo, the name of the site and 
a slogan, "The place to insult, demean, and taunt your most 
hated professors in a non-threatening way," is printed over 
a panoramic picture of lovett Hall. 

Until Wednesday, the site also offered T-shirts with the 
D)vett Hall image for sale. The operator of the site, a Boston 
University student who wished to remain anonymous, said 
he discontinued sales of the shirts in question after receiving 
a notice from the merchandise company, CafePress.com. 

CafePress.com told him they had been contacted by Rice 
about the legality of the image, he said. 

Davidson said Ixtvett Hall is a recognizable building and 
its use could create confusion among site viewers, who 
might think Rice supports its content. 

"It creates a sort of associational disparagement," he said. 
"There's some confusion that can be created in the market-
place. People might think that is a Rice-related site, or Rice-
backed, or Rice-sponsored or somehow Rice-affiliated." 

The first step in such cases is to send a cease-and-desist 
letter, Davidson said. If the student is uncooperative and 
refuses to discontinue use of the image, Rice could take legal 
action under common law arguments. 

The operator, a math major who collaborated with other 
BU students in designing the site, said he obtained the 
image of Ix>vett Hall from the Greater Houston Convention 
and Visitor's Bureau online photo gallery. 

He used the image because it accommodated the desired 
size of his logo and because it captures the spirit of academic 
institutions, he said. 

"It's very fitting for a banner image," he said. "In terms of 
aesthetic qualities I think it kind of represents the monolithic 
nature of any academic institution." 

The entry page states, "This site is not affiliated with Rice 
University." The operator added language crediting the 
source of the photo Wednesday. 

Davidson said the problem does not necessarily lie in copy-
right or trademark violations, but in the spirit of the image's use. 

Ixjvett Hall is not a registered trademark, he said. 
The site, which loosely satirizes another online ranking 

site, http://www.ratemyprofessors.com. was r eg i s t e red 
March 24. At press time 39 students had posted verbal as-
saults, 16 of which were about professors at Rice. 

The operator said he was never a student at Rice, al-
though he has visited the campus and has a few friends who 
attend. However, he did not tell his friends about the site. 

"It just happened coincidentally that people started post-
ing from Rice University with much frequency." he said. 

Sid Richardson College junior Jeff Bishop said he re-
ported the site to the General Counsel's office when he saw 
it, thinking the picture of lx>vett Hall might be copyrighted. 

Bishop said he was particularly unsettled by the T-shirts 
printed with the phrase "rapemyprofessors.com." 

See WEBSITE. Page 8 

Parking draws moved to the spring mnmm 

by Rachel Rustin 
THRESHER S T A F F 

The old parking rules keep going 
out and the new ones keep coming in. 

With a change in the policy of close-
in resident student parking lots, both 
the North and the South Colleges 
D>ts will be permit-only parking start-
ing the first day of classes in August. 

While both lots have traditionally 

had a grace period while colleges hold 
parking jacks, the Rice University 
Police Department has announced 
officers will begin issuing citations 
the first week of classes. 

Colleges will complete jacks by 
the end of this semester and RUPD 
will issue stickers during Orienta-
tion Week and the weekend before 
classes start. 

Rice University Police Depart-

ment Chief Bill Taylor said the 
change was needed because offic-
ers were overloaded with illegally 
parked cars, students received tick-
ets they felt they did not deserve and 
students who had stickers for those 
lots could not find spaces, he said. 

"The parking will be available for 
the people who are supposed to have 
it," Taylor said. 

See PARKING, Page 8 

Honor Council considers future changes 
by Mark Berenson 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

The Honor Council referenda 
election last week was not the end of 
discussions about reform to the 
honor system, and the Honor Coun-
cil. faculty and administration are 
now looking to the future. 

The only referendum to pass last 
week calls for the creation of a three-
member appeals board consisting of 
the assistant dean for Student Judicial 

Programs and two faculty members. 
Speaker of the Faculty Jack 

Zammito said he was pleased faculty 
will have a formal role in the honor 
system. 

The process for selecting the 
faculty was left to the Faculty Coun-
cil, and Zammito said the council 
will discuss the issue at its May 6 
meet ing. 

Newly elected Honor Council 
Chair Keith Henneke said he thinks 
the appeals board will alleviate some 

problems the Honor Council identi-
fied in the appeals process. 

"We think that including [faculty 
members | in the appeals process 
specifically could help ensure that 
some of the problems we have seen 
the past couple of years don't con-
tinue to happen in the fu ture ," 
Henneke. a Jones College junior said. 

Henneke said the Honor Council 
will recommend to the Faculty Coun-
cil that six faculty members be as-

See HONOR. Page 5 

Running for bimitos 
The first 150 people to stop 

by the men's track meet around 
6 p.m. today will be rewarded 
with free Chipotle burritos. Ilie 
meet is being held at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium. 

T h e b u r r i t o s w e r e pur-
chased by the Student-Athlete 
Committee in an attempt to 
show students that the best 
runners weren't at Beer-Run. 

In the event the burritos are 
not eaten, SAC members will 
be expected to consume all left-
over burritos. 

No more Threshers 
Unfortunately, the break is 

not indefinite. Instead, this will 
be the last issue until the gradu-
ation issue. May 16. where we 
will be forced to come back to 
Rice to put together a paper that 
will be mailed to you all that you 
probably won't even read. Darn. 

OPINION P a g e 3 
Council must not forget 

A&E Page 9 
Stellar La Traviata's in Houston 

SPORTS Pages 12-13 
Baseball's catching quartet 

Quote of the Week 
"I never would have been as good a 
player if I had not been trying to 
prove I wasn't a sissy." 
— David Kopay, homosexual ex-NFL 
running back. See Story, Page 4. 

Scoreboard 
Sport 
Rice 5, Lamar 9 
Nevada 6, Rice 5 
Nevada 0, Rice 3 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Partly cloudy, 58-89 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy. 59-83 degrees 
Sunday 
Isolated t-storms. 59-81 degrees 

http://www.rapemyprofessors.com
http://www.ratemyprofessors.com
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the Rice Thresher 

New president needs fun, 
student-oriented focus 

The time has come for us to make our wish list for what we want 
in the next Rice president. We're trying to be realistic here; we know 
we are never again going to find a person who looks exactly like 
Boris Yeltsin. 

That said, we would like the Presidential Search Committee to 
seek certain traits in the candidates — traits that will allow the next 
president to continue what Malcolm Gillis did well and to improve in 
areas where Gillis could have been better. 

First, the new president should be the type of person who will 
willingly and enthusiastically participate in Rice culture. He or she 
should also continue the initiatives that have gone well for Gillis. i l ie 
president should: 

• Be committed to being seen on campus as often as possible, 
especially if lie or she is going to live across the street from campus. 
Eating meals at the colleges and watching student activities every 
now and then, as Gillis is prone to do, are great steps. 

• Continue Gillis's laudable willingness to participate in Rice's 
zany traditions. Gillis has helped make the Rice experience more 
entertaining with events such as the Gillis-Camacho Study Break, as 
well as with his receptiveness to Club 13 and Beer-Bike. 

• Be able to fund-raise effectively so that opportunities at Rice 
can increase across the board. 

• Aim to bring in more interesting and prominent commence-
ment speakers. 

• Despite Rice's critical undergraduate focus, improving the 
quality of graduate education also needs to be a focus. 

Second, the next President needs to do a better job than Gillis of 
focusing on the quality of the unique Rice undergraduate experi-
ence — that which makes Rice special. To this end, the president 
should: 

• Believe in the value of a small student body, and stand in the 
way of anyone who intends to hike enrollment. 

• Realize the attractiveness of Rice's tuition, and seek to 
reinstate tuition indexing as soon as possible. 

• Reverse programs and policies formed as a result of Gillis's 
obsession with turning Rice into Harvard. As tough as it may be for 
a university president to swallow, some Rice students came here in 
order not to go to an Ivy League school. Instead of spending time 
and money becoming an Ivy knockoff, the new president should 
focus on making Rice an even stronger competitor against the 
Ivies. 

• The president should be committed to — gasp — commu-
nicating regularly, thoroughly and effectively with students. If noth-
ing else, we are paying customers. 

Finally, Rice's next president should have certain qualifications 
which will allow him or her to expand and improve upon Gillis's 
regime. The president should: 

• Come from a primarily educational realm, like Gillis, not 
primarily a business or political realm. 

• Have limited experience at Ivy League universities. 
• Be a Rice graduate, if possible. 
If the next president is as fun as Gillis but more focused on the 

undergraduate experience (and not the Harvard-imitating experi-
ence) . we are confident Rice will head in an exciting direction in the 
coming years. 

School should make 
safety a higher priority 

We know the economy is tight, but safety should always be 
everyone's top priority. Rice's administration should be willing to 
subsidize departments' costs for purchasing new automated elec-
tronic defibrillators. 

Building administrators are considering installing defibrillators 
in Alice Pratt Brown Hall and the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of 
Management Building, which is crucial because both are heavily 
populated areas of the campus. 

However, other buildings — such as the student center — need 
• h e equipment too, and at a cost of approximately $3,500 per unit, a 
university subsidy will be necessary for these purchases to take 
place in a timely manner. 

By refusing to subsidize defibrillators and forcing departments to 
foot the bill themselves, the university sends the troubling message 
that individual departments do not have administrative support 
when it comes to campus-wide safety*. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

WELCOME TO THE 
GILLIS-CAMACHO 

STUDY BREAK! 
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:SAKES WILL NOT BE ATTENDING 
BREAK./.HE WljU- BE TRAVELING! 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Racial reparations are 
not a positive solution 
To the editor: 

In r e sponse to Falan Mou ton ' s 
opinion piece on racial repara t ions 
("Racial r e p a r a t i o n s would c u r b 
hopelessness , " April 18): Institut-
ing a sys tem of racial r epa ra t ions in 
t h e Uni ted S ta tes would be t h e 
s ingle mos t des t ruc t ive action this 
count ry ' s leadership could take in 
t h e area of race relat ions. 

T h e key quest ion h e r e is, w h o 
pays? Surely not m e or my family. 
As poor Irish-Catholic immigran t s 
in the 1700s, we were far removed 
f rom slavery. 

Surely the descendan t s of immi-
g ran t s that came to this country any-
t ime after the Civil War are exempt 
too. 

Should the ch i ldren of the ap-
proximate ly 3,000 s lave-owners of 
A f r i c a n d e s c e n t in a n t e b e l l u m 
t i m e s pay? S h o u l d b l u e - c o l l a r 
wh i t e s and o the r poor minor i t i e s 
p a y m i d d l e - a n d u p p e r - c l a s s 
b lacks? 

How about the d e s c e n d a n t s of 
t h e 350,000 Union (most ly white) 
s o l d i e r s w h o died f i g h t i n g fo r 
s laves ' f r eedom? T h e a s s u m p t i o n 
that all whi tes owe all b l acks is 
incredibly racist and shou ld offend 
any white pe r son . 

It should be clear f rom t h e s e 
examples that repara t ions are fun-
damental ly r idiculous. Instead of 
dwelling on old wounds , let us be 
proactive with regard to race rela-
t ions. 

Let the black c o m m u n i t y pres-
s u r e itself to improve by r idd ing 
itself of negat ive and immora l in-
f luences such as d r u g a b u s e and 
the prol iferat ion of g a n g s t a rap. 
I ^ t t h e white c o m m u n i t y get in-
volved in learn ing about black cul-
tu re and r e a c h i n g out to b l acks in 
m o r e persona l ways. 

Reparat ions will not lessen anti-
white sentiment among blacks and 
they will increase anti-black senti-
ment among whites. Simply throw-
ing money .it a problem will do noth 
ing to alleviate it. 

In o rder for any improvemen t s 
in race re la t ions to occur , the repa-

ra t ions crowd mus t d rop the falla-
c ious c la ims that b lacks a re help-
less because of events that occur red 
m o r e than 150 yea r s ago. Fur ther-
more , the at t i tude that b lacks a re 
unable to d rop the i s sue b e c a u s e of 
perceived victimization will do noth-
ing but p ropaga te the cul tural prob-
lem of rac ism. 

William Hoy 
Ij?vett freshman 

Forum took improper 
focus, slandered faiths 
To the editor: 

On Tuesday, I attended the Forum 
on Gujarat and Its Aftermath. Hie vio-
lence in Gujarat, India last year — the 
burning of a train full of Hindus by 
Muslims and the subsequent orga-
nized massacre of Muslims by funda-
mentalist Hindus in retal iat ion—are a 
horrific and inexcusable blemish on 
India's face, and I applaud the Muslim 
Students Association for recognizing 
this to be a matter of interest to the 
Rice community. 

However, I found critical prob-
l e m s in the way t h e f o r u m was 
handled. I had expected the discus-
sion to focus primarily on the re-
building of Gujarat and the restruc-
turing of India in the a f te rmath of the 
events . Instead I was g ree ted by 
highly specific b iases on the part of 
the invited speake r s , w h o talked 
mainly about controversial i s sues 
sur rounding the actual massacres . 

Also, the forum was less about 
human r ights in Gujarat and more 
about address ing the political machi-
nations of the Hindutva movement , a 
fundamental is t movement that d o e s 
not represent the views of the major-
ity of the Hindu population, ne i ther 
in India nor across the globe. 

California Inst i tute of Integral 
S t u d i e s A n t h r o p o l o g y P r o f e s s o r 
Aug,-ma Chatterj i and Rider Univer-
s i ty A s s o c i a t e P r o f e s s o r Bi ju 
Mathew, two academics who have 
written and spoken extensively about 
t h e e v e n t s of 2002 a n d t h e 
sociopolitical af termath, neglected to 
tackle the more pert inent issues: 
What we can learn from the Gujarat 
conflict; How we can build a better 

secular society in India; and What 
the fu ture of the world is in the con-
text of religious rivalry. Pe rhaps the 
sponsors of the forum should have 
picked a more diverse slate of speak-
ers who would not have s landered an 
entire religion based on the beliefs of 
a fundamental is t minority. 

Islam and Hindu are religions of 
peace, and the lesson we should take 
from the Gujarat conflict is that we 
must continue to propagate this mes-
sage of peace so that the two reli-
gions can coexist. Fundamenta l i sm 
in any religion can be used as a crutch 
fo r those who wish to attack religious 
conservatives, but we should recog-
nize that the act ions of militant fun-
damental is ts should not be ascribed 
to the ideologies of an entire people. 

Sriram Eleswarapu 
Martel sophomore 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 

• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresheriirice.edu. 
L e t t e r s m u s t b e r ece ived 
by 5 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
• All le t ters to the edi tor 
mus t be s igned and include 
col lege and year if the writer 
is a Rice s tudent . 
• L e t t e r s s h o u l d b e no 
l o n g e r than 250 w o r d s in 
length. T h e Thresher r ese rves 
the right to edit le t ters for 
both content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscr ip t ions a re 
available for $50 domest ic and 
$105 in te rna t iona l via first 
c lass mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept d isplay and 
c l a s s i f i e d a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
Please contact ou r advertis-
ing m a n a g e r at tliresher-
adstPriee.edu o r (713)348-
3 % 7 for more information. 
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ruest column 

Cross-burning takes 'freedom' too far 
In a ruling that may have major 
percuss ions on America's future, 
the Supreme Court decided April 7 
to uphold the right of states to ban 
c r o s s - b u r n i n g . T h e 
court's decision marks 
both a setback for many 
free-speech advocates 

a victory for the tar-
JJts of hate crimes and 
intimidation. 

The Supreme Court's 
Virginia v. Black decision 
raised controversy be-
cause the Supreme Court 
lias in the past sought to 
pRtect the free-expres-
sion rights of those hold-
ing unpopular points of 
view, such as flag-burners. Fortu-
nately, the majority of the Supreme 
Court made clear in its latest ruling 
on the matter that some forms of 
T^eedom" are beyond the pale. 

However, to some Americans, 
this decision signals the beginning 
of a trip down a slippery slope. Their 
arguments call to mind Benjamin 
Franklin's famous statement: "The 
man who trades freedom for secu-
r« ' does not deserve nor will he 
m>r receive either." 

Franklin seems to imply that ab-
solute freedom is what we should 
seek to have in this country, and 
thus the court's decision is inconsis-
tent with American values. The rul-
ing itself may also indicate to skepti-
(W Americans the Supreme Court's 
inconsistency within its own deci-
sions, given its previous opinions 

Moez 
Abdel-Gawad 

which strongly support other forms 
of free speech. 

I believe, however, that this deci-
sion is not inconsistent (contrary to 

Robert Moore's April 18 
column, "Inconsistency, 
ambiguity plague high 
court") because absolute 
freedom, like absolute se-
curity, is impossible. 

I don't think Franklin 
desired absolute freedom 
at all. We all acknowledge 
that we are only human, 
living in an imperfect 
world. Both facts guaran-
tee that absolute freedom 
cannot be achieved. 

Considering both this 
and the fact that cross-burning is a 
completely different form of free-
dom from other forms of expres-
sion, I believe it is totally justified for 
the Supreme Court to permit the 
banning of such an action, while at 
the same time protecting more be-
nign acts such as flag-burning. 

Cross-burning is different due to 
its horrendous place in American 
history, which is not matched by an 
act like flag-burning — an act not 
directed against a particular group 
of people. 

Cross burning arose from the 
ashes of a unique experience (sla-
very) that is not replicated in any 
other context in American life, and I 
believe all efforts should be made to 
eliminate this vile and vicious hate. 

The cross is associated with the 
Ku Klux Klan not because of reli-

gious worship (as they claim), but 
instead as a symbol of white su-
premacy and a tool for the intimi-
dation and harassment of racial 
minorities, Catholics, Jews, Com-
munists and any other groups 
hated by the KKK. The KKK has 
simply appropriated one of the 
most sacred of religious symbols 
as a symbol of hate. 

Fortunately, the 
majority of the 

Supreme Court made 
clear in its latest ruling 

that some forms of 
"freedom" are beyond 

the pale. 

The best possible protection 
against the threat implied by such 
symbols is a citizenry united in all 
forms against their harmful mes-
sages. In Virginia v. Black, the Su-
preme Court has not backtracked on 
its previous precedents, nor has it 
crippled civil liberties. It has instead 
helped America move closer to that 
needed unity. 

Moez Abdel-Gawad is a computer sci-
ence graduate student. 

Guest column 

Harm caused by Thresher s double standard 
Throughout my five years at 
Rice, the Thresher has maintained a 
practice of identifying undergradu-
ates in all of its articles, editorials, 
and reviews by their resi-
g n tial college affilia-
tion — all articles, that is, 
except sports articles. 

Take a look at last 
week's issue. It identified 
139 students by name, in-
cluding 60 student-ath-
l^es. Apparently, none of 
the 60 student-athletes 
has a college, while all 
but five of the others men-
tioned anywhere else in 
the paper do. Given the 
rift between students and student-
g^iletes that permeates this cam-
pus, one has to question why the 
Thresher would continue this 
double standard, which only con-
tributes to such a separation. 

When I questioned last year's 
sports editor about this practice, he 

Miponded with two poor excuses. 

t I came down with a case of Rice 
apathy and didn't push the issue fur-
ther. I brought it up again widi this 
year's sports editor, who assured me 
that "the issue is on the radar screen," 
but when I pushed for change, the 
current editor-in-chief came back with 

same two tired reasons. 
What are these very important 

reasons that make the Thresher so 
resistant to including a few new 
words here and there? First, that on 
the field, the student-athletes are 
representing Rice as a university, 
mt their individual college. Second, 
ttiat considering the need to iden-
tify each player's position, includ-
ing their college affiliation would 
make attribution really cumbersome 
(e.g. Hanszen College junior guard 
Lindsey Maynard). 
~ I>et's start with excuse number 
me. In only six occurrences in last 
week's Thresher was the student's 
college in any way directly related to 
the story, and even in those cases, the 
students quoted were not designated 
representatives of their colleges. 
When covering other competitive 
®nips that represent the university, 
such as the debate and poetry slam 
teams, the Thresher still includes col-
lege affiliation. It even tells you at the 
end of this column that I'm from 

. f 

Max 
Starkenburg 

Hanszen, even though it's irrelevant 
and I don't represent my college. 

Moreover, the Thresher will list a 
student's college even if that student 

hates her assigned college. 
It's insulting to be told that 
representation is what 
keeps the Thresher from 
identifying student-ath-
letes by their colleges 
when it seeks neither rel-
evancy nor permission to 
include this information 
anywhere else. 

The second excuse re-
garding cumbersomeness 
is flawed in that it is only a 
concern for sports teams 

with positions. Since this applies to 
only half of Rice's varsity sports, stu-
dents in the other half could be iden-
tified by their college just as easily as 
students currently are in every other 
part of the lliresher. In cases where 
it's relevant to include a specific posi-
tion, writers can use a variety of other 
devices to avoid sticky sentences. 

For example, in last week's 
Thresher, about half of the 60 stu-
dent-athletes mentioned were refer-
enced more than once, providing 
ample opportunity to identify the 
student by position in one spot and 
by college in another. Writers can 
also use comma-separated phrases, 
parentheses, or any number of strat-
egies the English language provides 
us for such situations. It's simply 
disingenuous and unacceptable to 
srggest that there's no room to list a 
student-athlete's college when in-
formation such as former school or 
country of origin has been accom-
modated in past sports articles. 

If readability and representation 
were truly of concern to the Thresher, 
it would improve the flow of its texts 
by stripping out a student's college 
from every part of the paper, and would 
only mention students'colleges when 
it was relevant to the piece or when 
quoting a college president. 

But the Thresher identifies stu-
dents by their colleges because at 
Rice colleges are often our first and 
primary way of meeting people, our 
home away from home, our means of 
representation in student govern-
ment and our way of finding each 
other. When I'm reading about a 
change in distribution credits and 

need to talk to the student contact, I 
can say, "Oh, yeah, that's that girl at 
Wiess," and maybe try to speak to 
her at lunch. When I'm reading about 
an upcoming show, I might be more 
likely to attend if I know that I'm 
supporting a fellow college member. 

But the Thresher feels a need to 
treat student-athletes differently. It 
won't tell me that I'm supporting 
fellow college members if I go to one 
of their games. Student-athletes are 
somehow a distant, separate group 
of people in the Thresher's eyes. 

Every time the paper doesn't 
mention an athlete's college, it im-
plicitly reinforces the idea that these 
students don't belong at their col-
lege and that all other students, even 
those who have "disowned" their 
colleges, do. It's time forthe Thresher 
to stop treating student-athletes like 
second-class Rice students. 

Max Starkenburg is a Hanszen Col-
lege senior. 

Guest column 

Council should try again after 
unfair opposition campaigning 

Ames 
Grawert 

Walking t o class, I saw "Don't 
let them take away our rights!" on 
a flyer and marveled at the itali-
cized "them." Looking more 
closely, I noticed that 
the advertising done by 
the Honor Council's op-
position was the most 
obvious example of the 
poor campaigning and 
rampant misinforma-
tion in the debate. 

The "information" 
the student body saw 
around campus con-
cerning the referenda 
on the council amend-
ments was factually dif-
ferent from the actual 
information. 

Campaign iniquities prevailed 
in one form or another even be-
fore the election was announced. 
From the mass e-mails and the 
aforementioned flyers, to adver-
tisements run in the Thresher and 
one-sided "information" packets 
distributed against the amend-
ments, the opposition engaged 
in an inappropriate amount of 
campaigning of a nature re-
stricted for referenda supporters 
by the Student Association Elec-
tions Committee. 

In contrast, council members 
refused to stoop to running their 
campaign in a similar manner. In-
stead, they followed the SA Elec-
tions Code even though these rules 
ruined the council's plans to can-
vass several colleges during the 
election. Through a miscommuni-
cation between the council and the 
Elections Committee, of which I 
am a part, the council was only 
informed that canvassing was for-
bidden as the polls opened on Mon-
day night, and they were unable to 
conductadifferentcampaign strat-
egy in time to make a significant 
difference in the returns. 

In other words, given the 
chance to effectively address the 
idea that the council was trying to 
take away "our rights," perhaps 
the Honor Council could have 
spoken clearly against many of 
the opposition's arguments. 

Taking into account the poor 
turnout and disappointing dia-
logue at the "debate" between the 
administration and the council on 
April 7 — who attended the event 
who didn't already know how they 
would vote? — it becomes clear 
that campaigning for the referenda 
could have been done better. 

Student interest arose far too 

late, as the Thresher pointed out 
("Student interest in Council 
peaked too late," April 18). I heard 
the first viable alternatives to the 

amendments (as op-
posed to outright con-
demnation) the Friday 
night following the elec-
tion. The points made 
were very valid, and, 
more importantly, had 
never been brought up 
to a sufficient portion 
of the voting public. 

What was needed, 
and what is still needed 
if these amendments or 
similar ones are ever to 
pass, is real dialogue be-

tween the council and the student 
body that is balanced, well-publi-
cized, well-attended and conducted 
through the SA 

Despite this lack of dialogue, 
all five amendments polled a ma-
jority, and two polled at over two-
thirds of the voting population. 
While last week's Thresher head-
line highlighted that four out of 
five of the amendments failed, that 
is not the message we should take 
from this most recent vote; quite 
the opposite, in fact. 

Majority support on each of 
these amendments gives the 
council a mandate and responsi-
bility to work beyond the results 
of this election and prepare for a 
new one, hopefully as soon as 
next year. Dirty politics cannot be 
prevented, but perhaps it can be 
overcome and mitigated by in-
creased dialogue with the student 
body and a consensus that the 
changes proposed need to be 
made, if not with the same phras-
ing. 

Now, the job of the council and 
interested students is not to sub-
mit to defeat, languish in fatigue 
from a hard-fought campaign and 
wait for the issues to come up 
again in another 10 years. Instead, 
these students must gather com-
plete student opinion and make 
changes to the amendments in 
order to achieve the desired end. 

These issues should not be 
forgotten by the new Honor Coun-
cil over the summer or next se-
mester, at the risk of disappoint-
ing a majority of the student body. 
After such a contested election, 
the interest is clearly there — the 
trick is not to let it die out. 

Ames Grawert is a Lovett College 
freshman and SA elections chair. 
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Kopay shares anecdotes of being a gay football player 
by David Berry 

THRESHER STAFF 

Former NFL running back David 
Kopay, the first professional football 
player to openly acknowledge his 
homosexual i ty , told a standing-
room-only crowd in Sewall Hall 301 
Friday that he felt welcomed by Rice 
and its athletic department. 

Through a series of personal an-
ecdotes, Kopay combined sincerity 
and frank, sometimes sexual, hu-
mor to relate his experiences within 
football's macho environment. 

Although Kopay alluded to the 
controversial comments made by 
head football coach Ken Hatfield last 
semester, he did not specifically ad-
dress them. 

"I know that me being here, in 
light of what has gone on recently, is 
very important," Kopay said. 

In a Nov. 1 article about homo-
sexuals and collegiate sports, The 
Chronicle of Higher Education re-
ported that Hatfield said he would 
probably think hard about remov-
ing a player he knew was gay from 
his team. 

Kopay said he never considered 
publicly acknowledging his homo-
sexuality during his time as a football 
player because he feared retribution 
from coaches and other players. 

'The re was no way in hell I could 
ever imagine being here — being in 
this type of forum — when I was in 
college or playing pro football," he 
said. "I was totally in the closet and 
so uncomfortable with myself. It's 
like another lifetime." 

However, Kopay said he drew on 
his closeted emotions to fuel his ath-
letic energy. 

"I never would have been as good 
a player if I had not been trying to 
prove I wasn't a sissy," he said. 

In high school, Kopay was a 
standout three-sport athlete and re-
ceived football scholarship offers 
from such selective schools as the 
United States Naval Academy and 
Stanford University. 

Kopay said he chose Marquette 
University, a Jesuit college in Wis-
consin, but transferred to the Uni-
v e r s i t y of W a s h i n g t o n a f t e r 

Marquet te cut its football program. 
At the University of Washington, 
he captained the 1964 Rose Bowl 
championship team. 

Kopay spent eight years in the 
NFL, mostly with the Washington 
Redskins and the Green Bay Pack-
ers, without disclosing his sexual 
orientation. 

"But it was weird," Kopay said. 
"It was one of those things where 
people didn't officially know, but they 
still knew. They suspected." 

The decision to reveal his sexual-
ity was prec ip i ta ted by several 
events, Kopay said. 

Frustrated after being cut by the 
Packers, angry with a former lover 
who had reneged on a promise to 
come out with him and disillusioned 
with secrecy, Kopay decided to 
openly acknowledge his homosexu-
ality in 1975. He did so in a highly 
public fashion, agreeing to make 
his sexual orientation the subject of 
a feature in the Washington Star, a 
now-de func t W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 
newspaper. 

Although the decision to come 
out came at great personal cost, it 
b rought a sense of purpose and 
responsibility, Kopay said. He be-
came es t ranged from his wife and 
parents , but also wrote a success-
ful book about his experience. The 
David Kopay Story. He said he re-
ceived hate mail and death threats , 
but also let ters calling him an "in-
spiration." 

Kopay closed the session by an-
swering several questions from the 
audience. 

Asked about scriptural sources 
of anti-gay sentiments, Kopay, who 
recent ly re joined the Episcopal 
Church, argued these sentiments 
are based on a limited and selective 
reading of the Bible. 

"People who are against gays for 
religious reasons seem to pick and 
choose what they read in the Bible," 
he said. "You can read it to say that 
divorce is a horrible sin, too. We are 
all sinners anyway." 

Asked whether he thinks a male 
athlete in any major professional 
sport would ever come out during 
his career, Kopay said he thinks it is 

RENATA ESCOVAH JHHESHER 

Athletic Director Bobby May (left) and Hanszen College Resident Associate Nancy Elliot (middle) talk with David 
Kopay (right) after Kopay's speech on Friday in Sewall Hall 301. 

unlikely in the near future. 
"I don't think it will happen right 

away, but maybe in twenty years," 
he said. "Maybe with someone who 
is so good he knows he will get to 
play anyway." 

Kopay said the Athletics Depart-
ment received him warmly. 

"[Athletic Director] Bobby May 
(Will Rice '65) was wonderfully wel-
coming, and this is the first time I 
have ever been to a university and 
been welcomed by the Athletic De-
partment," he said. 

After the speech, Kopay said uni-
versities have an important role to 
play in increasing the acceptance of 
gay athletes. 

"Colleges, as learning communi-
ties, could lead the way," he said. 

Natalie Nardecchia, a Brown Col-

lege senior, first presented the idea 
of having Kopay come to Rice to the 
President's Council on Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgendered Cam-
pus Climate. 

"I thought it was important, in 
light of what has gone on here, to 
have someone come to speak who 
has experience as a gay athlete," 
Nardecchia, a former member of the 
women's varsity soccer team, said. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Craig Dos Santos said he thinks 
Kopay's talk was of great benefit to 
the Rice community. 

"Sometimes what people need is 
to see someone who is gay to make 
that personal connection, and I hope 
that's what went on here today," Dos 
Santos, also a member of the men's 
track team, said. 

Baker College President IVt^an 
Batchelor said although Kopay's i 
speech lacked structure in some 
places, she enjoyed it and views it as 
a positive step. 

"His speaking at Rice encourages 
dialogue on an issue 1 think is very 
important — that of discrimin.£ >n 
towards homosexuals in the arena 
of sports," she said. 

A large percentage of students in 
attendance were varsity athletes, and 
members of several teams, includ-
ing the football team, said they had 
been urged to attend. ^ 

Kopay's visit was funded b\™ie 
Athletics Department, the Office of 
the President, the Office of the Vice 
President for Student Affairs, the 
Program for the Study of Women 
and Gender, and PRIDE. 
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Procedural changes considered 
I#NOR, from Page 1 
signed to the panel so if one of the 
professors knows the accused stu-
dent, he or she will not have to re-
view the appeal. 

Zammito, the History Depart-
ment chair, said President Malcolm 
(^}|is asked the Faculty Council to 
come up with alternative members 
who will step in if the chosen faculty 
members are not able to serve on a 
case. 

"My suspicion is that there will 
be two primary representatives, and 
torn alternates if they are not avail-
<roe, but that is still to be discussed 
and determined," Zammito said. 

Assistant to the President Mark 
Scheid said Gillis supports the cre-
ation of the appeals board. 

"It was one of those t imes when a 
good idea comes along, and every-
* i y says, That's a good idea — 
let's do it'," Scheid (Baker '67) said. 

Henneke said the Honor Coun-
cil will meet soon to d i scuss pos-
sible procedural c h a n g e s to g o 
a l o n g wi th t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
changes . One proposed c h a n g e 

£uld require administrators con-

cting appeals at each level to 
submit case abstracts, which would 
inform the council about mis takes 
made in a case, Henneke said. The 
council previously showed support 
for the idea, he said. 
^ " T h e council could potentially be 
" ik ing the same mistake over and 
over again, because it doesn't know 
what mistake it is making according 
to the administration," Henneke said. 
"By getting the abstract, we will have 
a much better idea of what to do in 
future cases." 
0 S c h e i d said any procedura l 

changes will most likely not be ap-
proved by Assistant Dean for Stu-
dent Judicial Programs Patty Bass 
until after the ad hoc commit tee 
chaired by Ecology & Evolution-
ary Biology Professor Ron Sass re-
l e a s e s its report on the Honor 
Council, which is expected early 
next semester . T h e blue book, the 
Honor Council 's gu ide l ines , re-
quires any procedural c h a n g e s to 
be approved by the Office of Judi-
cial Programs. However, Scheid 
said he thought administrative ab-
stracts were a good idea. 

"It gives a much clearer idea of 
what actually happens [in the whole 
process], rather than [what] just hap-
pens in the first stage, which I think is 
valuable to the process," Scheid said. 

Assistant Director for Student 
Judicial Programs Patty Bass could 
not be reached for comment. 

Student Association co-President 
Bryan Debbink said the SA constitu-
tion will be reviewed over the sum-
mer, and the documentation of the 
separation between the SA and the 
Honor Council may be clarified. 

l a s t month, the administration 
asked University Court to determine 
the relationship between the SA and 
the council. 

SA co-President Michael Leggett 
said while he thinks the level of sepa-
ration is already clear, he is willing 
to make it more clear if necessary. 

"It is our stance that they are 
separate, and it is our stance that the 
constitution says they are separate, 
but we will be looking at it over the 
summer," Leggett, a Wiess College 
senior, said. 

Henneke said he thinks clarifica-
tion will be beneficial. 

"Just clarifying what the Honor 
Council is — which to me is a sepa-
rate organization that receives blan-
ket tax, but isn't a subsidiary organi-
zation — would be benef ic ia l ," 
Henneke said. 

Henneke said the council will pro-
p o s e addi t iona l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendments early next semester. 
The amendments will change the 
process for electing council mem-
bers to reflect the elimination of the 
SA Spring Elections, which the coun-
cil currently relies on to elect its at-
large representatives. 

Henneke said possible changes 
in the composition of the council 
may increase the number of col lege 
representatives at each college to 
two and eliminate either at-large rep-
resentatives or class representatives. 

Both Scheid and Henneke said 
they hope relations between the 
council and the administration will 
be smoother next year than they 
were this year. 

"We are probably going to try to 
m a k e an e f for t to g e t the 
administration's input into things 
like the [consensus penalty struc-
ture] and our mitigating circum-
stances," Henneke said. "Not neces-
sarily do what they want, but if they 
have input, maybe they will be more 
likely to follow what is 'cooperation' 
and what is 'in good faith.'" 

Scheid agreed communication is 
important. 

"The Honor Council is really an 
important part of Rice University, 
and I hope we can start with a lot of 
communication, because I think 
[when communicat ions stopped] 
was the start of the main difficulties 
last year," Scheid said. 

Faculty members recognized 
^ight faculty members given tenure and six promoted to professor 

by Daniel McDonald about working in Hebl's research Zhang said he was happy and hon-by Daniel McDonald 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Various faculty m e m b e r s re-
ceived recognition for outstanding 
teaching with the announcement of 
wk' 2(K)2-'03 teaching awards and 
the faculty promotions. 

Teaching a w a r d s 
Twenty-four faculty members will 

receive teaching awards at the fac-
ulty meeting May 9. The awards are 
0 / e n annually. 

The most prestigious award, the 
George R. Brown Prize for Excel-
lence in Teaching, will be awarded to 
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
and Management Mikki Hebl. 

Hebl said the recognition for 
^ i c h i n g is meaningful. 

"I feel lucky, not because of the 
award but because I had students 
who thought I was a good teacher," 
Hebl, who will receive $6,500 for 
the award, said. "This m a k e s me 
happy because it means I'm doing 
^ m e t h i n g right, and I really want 
™ be a good teacher." 

Hebl also received the Graduate 
Student Association teaching award, 
for which she will receive $1,500. 

"It's confirmation of a part of my 
job I absolutely love," she said. "I'm in 
this because I love my students. I just 
# i n k one of the most exciting aspects 
of being in psychology is having other 
people fall in love with the material 
and become passionate about it." 

Will Rice College junior Javier 
Garcia said Hebl has a way of con-
necting with students. 

f "She just has so much energy 
mat whenever she is talking she 
gets everyone inspired by the mate-
rial," Garcia, who has taken three 
classes with Hebl, said. 

Will Rice s o p h o m o r e Tanvir 
1 hissain *aid Hebl's expertise is very 
^ p a r e n t when she lectures, and she 
Wis an ability to present literature so 
her students not only comprehend it 
but remember it for a long period of 
time. 

Hussain, who has taken two 
classes with Hebl, said he is excited 

about working in Hebl's research 
lab next semester. 

"She is the type of individual who 
really tries to get to know the stu-
dents, so this, of course, helps in her 
assess ing what your strengths are 
and trying to find an area where she 
thinks you can really exce l at," 
Hussain said. 

Six faculty members were recog-
nized with George R. Brown Awards 
for Superior Teaching. Winners will 
receive $2,000 (See Box). 

Associate Professor of History 
Joel Wolfe said receiving the award 
is an honor because Rice alumni 
determine the winners. 

"I'm particularly honored be-
cause it's my understanding it's re-
cent alumni who vote on it, so it's an 
honor to realize that when people 
are thinking back on their experi-
ence, they found my teaching to be 
particularly good," Wolfe, a Will Rice 
master, said. 

Associate Professor of History 
Peter Caldwell and Associate Profes-
sor of Bioengineering Jennifer West 
each will receive $5,000 for winning 
the Charles Duncan Award for Out-
standing Academic Achievement. 

Faculty p r o m o t i o n s 
Six faculty members were pro-

moted to professor, and eight were 
promoted to associate professor with 
tenure at the March meeting of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Associate Professor of Computa-
tional and Applied Mathematics Yin 

Zhang said he was happy and hon-
ored when he heard he will be pro-
moted to professor. 

Zhang said the title of professor 
is earned, and represents years of 
hard work. 

Zhang, who teaches CAAM 211 
and CAAM 464, also received the 
Presidential Award for Mentoring. 

Assistant Professor of Bioengi-
neering Bahman Anvari agreed with 
the other newly-designated profes-
sors, saying he is delighted with 
the news and looks forward to many 
years at Rice. 

Assistant Professor of Psychol-
ogy and Management Brent Smith 
said although tenure does infer sta-
bility, a professor's academic pro-
ductivity should not decrease once 
given tenure. 

'Tenure, to many people, sug-
gests some degree of job security," 
Smith said. "I don't think it suggests 
you can decrease your research pro-
ductivity or teaching ability, but it is 
a nice accolade." 

AWARD WINNERS 
George R. Brown Award for 
Superior Teaching 

Ira Gruber, History 
Richard Baraniuk, Electrical and 

Computer Engineering 
Michael Emerson, Sociology 
Mickey Quinones, Psychology 

and Management 
Brian Gibson, Kinesiology 
Joel Wolfe, History 

PROMOTIONS 
Professor 
Peter Caldwell, History 
Michael Emerson, Sociology 
Bruce Etnyre, Kinesiology 
Michael Maas, History 
Devika Subramanian, 

Computer Science 
Yin Zhang, Compuational and 
Applied Mathematics 

Associate Professor with Tenure 
Bahman Anvari, Bioengineering 
Fares el-Dahdah, Architecture 
Brendan Hassett, Mathematics 
Pierre David Jalbert, Sheperd 

School of Music 
Brett Ashley Leeds. Political 

Science 
Tony Ro, Psychology 
Rafael Salaberry, Hispanic 

Studies 
Brent Smith, Jones Graduate 
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Weber collects feedback 
PRESIDENT, from Page 1 

Weber said many students do 
not want the next administration 
to increase enrollment substan-
tially, especially without adding 
more on-campus housing. 

"There's a general view that en-
rollment, if increased, should not 
be increased dramatically and 
should not be done at a higher 
pace than the increase in space for 
housing," Weber said. "Any in-
crease should be small and accom-
panied by an increase in housing." 

Wiess sophomore Stina 
Salazar, who was present at the 
SA discussion, said she wants the 
next president to avoid increas-
ing tuition or enrollment. 

"I think it's really important 
that the next president retain the 
sense of Rice as a small, afford-
able school and not jack up the 
tuition and not jack up the enroll-
ment," Salazar said. "This type of 
environment really caters to the 
individual student. It would be 
sad to lose our spot as the num-
ber-one best-bargain school." 

Weber said he thinks an im-
portant issue for the next presi-
dent to address will be the bal-
ance between teaching and re-
search. He said many students 
have expressed the belief that 
professors should be rewarded 
for good teaching as much as 
they are for profitable research. 

"The balance between teach-
ing and research has to be ad-
dressed," Weber said. "The next 
president is going to have to make 
the decision — what's the best 
mix for Rice." 

Another issue the next presi-
dent will face is Rice's future in-
volvement in Division I athletics, 
Weber said. He said the next presi-
dent will need to decide whether to 

increase, decrease or maintain the 
current level of financial support 
for the Athletics Department. 

Honor Council Chair Keith 
Henneke, who attended the SA 
discussion, said he wants the new 
president to be supportive of a 
student-run honor system. 

'The new president should try 
very hard to uphold the values 
that Rice University stands for as 
a whole," Henneke, a Jones Col-
lege junior, said. "I would hope 
the new president will be as com-
mitted to upholding the honor 
system as I know the students of 
Rice are, and the faculty as well." 

Weber said he thinks students 
should resolve as many issues as 
possible with the current adminis-
tration to make the new president's 
transition successful. 

"I don't think anyone wants 
someone to come in their first 
semester and have something 
like a KTRU mess," Weber said, 
referring to the administrative 
shutdown of Rice's student-run 
radio station in fall 2000. "You 
want the first few months to be 
relatively easy. 1 encourage the 
SA to engage the current admin-
istration as much as possible and 
get these issues resolved." 

Weber said he hopes to re-
ceive more feedback from stu-
dents before the end of final ex-
ams. He said students who wish 
to express their opinions on any 
aspect of the presidential search 
should fill out one of his surveys 
or send him an e-mail. 

"There are a lot of things that 
students feel strongly about," We-
ber said. "Someone's written 
about almost every issue out 
there, and now I'll have to judge 
by the level of responses what's 
most important." 

P O L I C E BLOTTER 
The following incidents were reported by the University Police for the 
period April 14-20. Items were removed from blotter due to space 
constraints. 

Other Buildings 
Hicks Kitchen 

Parking Lots 
West Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

April 16 Instruments stolen from band hall. 

April 15 Report fi led on accident. No injuries 
reported. 

April 16 Intoxicated student struck four 
parked vehicles. Student issued 
municipal citations for minor driving 
under the influence and failure to 
control speed. Case also referred to 
University Court. 

April 16 Burglary of a motor vehicle reported. 

April 18 Vehicle stolen. 

April 18 A broken window of a vehicle parked 
near a grassy area was reported. 
Window apparently broken by small 
pebbles. 

STUDENT A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• Students who can proctor self-scheduled exams should contact their 

senator. 

• Elections Chair Ames Grawert announced the results of the Honor 
Council at-large election and referanda, held April 15 and 16. 

• The senate approved the Rice Tai Chi Association as a new club. 

• The senate approved Quirk Houston, a magazine about offbeat 
entertainment in Houston, as a new club. The faculty sponsor will be 
Student Media Advisor Jen Cooper. 

• The senate approved changes to the bylaws repealing the changes 
approved April 7 that allowed the Spring Elections to occur. 

• The senate approved Manish Agrawal as co-chair of the SA Standing 

Committee on Sports and Health. 

• Andy Weber, undergraduate representative to the presidential search 
committee, led a discussion about the characteristics students want 
to see in the new president. (See Story, Page 1.) 

Student faces criminal assault charges 
Charges stem from altercation where student broke fellow student's nose 

by Ian Everhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

Jones College junior Ben 
Stephens faces criminal assault 
charges after Wiess College senior 
Robby Morgan said S tephens 
punched him during Wiess'sjamfest 
Party April 11. 

Charges have been filed against 
Stephens with the Harris County 
District Attorney and with Univer-
sity Court. Assistant District Attor-
ney Dorian Cotlar said Stephens was 
charged with assault, a misde-
meanor, for hitting Morgan and caus-
ing bodily injury. 

Stephens will appear at a May 7 
hearing, which will begin the process 
of bringing the case to trial or reach-
ing a plea bargain agreement. The 
maximum sentence he can receive is 
one year in prison and a $4,(XX) fine. 

Morgan said April 11 at about 
10:45 p.m. Stephens was attempting 
to leave Morgan's suite, where Mor-
gan and his roommates were host-
ing a private party, with two cups full 
of beer. Morgan, the former Wiess 
president, asked Stephens to leave 
the drinks in the room. The Rice 
University Alcoholic Beverage 
Policy states that any party taking 
place in a private area that ends up 

overflowing into public spaces, such 
as hallways, landings, lounges or 
other common areas, becomes a 
public party. 

Morgan said Stephens, who did 
not appear to be intoxicated, argued 
with Morgan for about a minute and 
then poured the two beers on 
Morgan's head. Morgan said he then 
poured his own drink on Stephens. 

'That kind of catches him by sur-
prise and then he took a quick swing 
at me and that kind of knocked me 
back towards the grating [of the 
Wiess walkway] and then once I 
recovered he just took a really big 
hit, right to the face," Morgan said. 

Morgan said after Stephens 
punched him twice in the face and 
left the scene, Morgan lay down for 
a few minutes before going to Wiess 
House and calling Rice University 
Police Department. 

Morgan went to Memorial 
Hermann Hospital and then St. 
Luke's Hospital, where he was 
treated for a broken nose. Morgan 
said he had facial reconstruction 
Monday to repair this injury and a 
pre-existing injury, and said he was 
irritated by the incident. 

"It's pretty piss-poor to punch the 
host who's given you all the beer to 
drink the entire day," Morgan said. 

Both Morgan and RUPD Chief 
Bill Taylor said an RUPD officer con-
f ronted S tephens earl ier that 
evening. Morgan said Stephens was 
in Morgan's room around 7 p.m. and 
an officer asked Stephens to leave, 
which he did. 

"The cops came by and asked 
him to leave and told me that if they 
saw him back here at this party, they 
would shut it down," Morgan said. 

Taylor said this is only the sec-
ond major incident of student-on-
student violence that has occurred 
at Rice during his four years here. 
Taylor said in the other violent inci-
dent, the individual charged was 
rusticated from his college and sus-
pended from Rice. Taylor said this 
month's case was different because 
it was directly related to alcohol. 

"What's interesting is that this 
is a situation where somebody is 
trying to be responsible and abide 
by things, and a person who didn't 
want to abide by them acted in a 
fashion that was inappropriate," 
Taylor said. "I think the alcohol 
policy was in place and was trying 
to work. It was somebody who 
didn't want to comply, for what-
ever reason." 

Stephens could not be reached 
for comment. 

Economist Robert Shiller wonders why 
we have such faith in the utter rationality of markets when we ourselves can be 

klnda, you know, irrational. Bad judgment, lousy information, half-baked 

fck strategies—there are times when money brings out the 
| \ worst in people. That's why Prof. Shiller's retirement dollars 

A J are invested with a company whose levelheaded thinking stands out in a 

world where impulse and intuition are bucking intelligence and insight. 

Log on for ideas, advice, and results. 

TIAA-CREF.org or call (800) 842-2776 
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Managing money for people 

with other things to think about." 

RETIREMENT I INSURANCE I MUTUAL EUNOS I COLLEGE SAVINGS I TRUSTS I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

Robert Shiller became a participant in 1975. TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services. Inc., and Teachers Personal 

Investors Services. Inc., distribute securities products. ©2002 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association-College 

Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), New York, NY A charitable donation was made on behalf of Robert Shiller 
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Summer storage to change 
by Olivia Allison 

THK£SH£R El>7TO»Al STAFF 

Brown College will lose half of 
its summer storage space because 
Health Services will move into the 
old Brown commons, while 
Hanszen College's basement has 
been refurbished to allow for in-
creased summer storage. 

Wiess College will use first-floor 
non-residential rooms to store 
couches, but Wiess President Andy-
Perez said the college will not be 
able to store students' boxesor other 
items. 

Martel College will be able to 
use either its basement or two non-
residential rooms on the first floor 
instead of the two first-floor class-
rooms it used last year, but other-
wise its storage accommodations 
will not change dramatically. The 
other five colleges' storage situa-
tions will remain the same. 

Brown President Kathleen 
Milazzo said Brown's storage has 
decreased significantly because 
Health Services and the Health Edu-
cation and Wellness Office will be 
moving to the old Brown Commons 
and basement in the fall. 

"In the past. Brown students 
were typically able to store the 
majority of their items — including 
couches and futons — on campus, 
but items stored over the summer 
this year may not include any sort 
of furniture," Milazzo, ajunior, said. 

Milazzo said students will be 
able to store boxes and small 
refrigerators. 

Milazzo said she has not heard 
any complaints about the decreased 
storage space, and believes students 
are looking for alternate storage 
space. 

"I actually haven't heard a lot of 

discussion about it, but I think 
people are just dealing with it," she 
said. 

In addition, she said she is 
working with Housing and Dining 
to find other summer storage 
spaces at Brown, such as base-
ment closets. She said these 
spaces will probably not be avail-
able this summer but might be 
used in the future. 

"We don't even know right now 
what's in those closets, and we 
need to go through and reorga-
nize," Milazzo said. 

Hanszen students will be able to 
use the newly remodeled basement 
space for summer storage, which 
has been unusable for a few years. 
H&D "condemned" the basement 
area in September 2001 because of 
a leak that left two inches of stand-
ing water in an area where there 
was unfinished electrical work. Last 
year. Hanszen students stored their 
items in the basement of the new 
Wiess Commons. 

H&D Director Mark Ditman 
said the basement has been re-
painted and is now safe for stor-
age. One leak persists, but the 
problem will be fixed by the time 
students move items into the 
space, he said. 

"Hanszen actually has an en-
hanced storage situation," he said. 

Hanszen President Alex Sigeda 
said the new space is sufficient for 
Hanszen students' possessions. 

There ' s plenty of space in there, 
and I'm sure well be able to fit if not 
all then most of the junk people 
have," Sigeda, a sophomore, said. 
"Last summer H&D fixed things in 
there, and now they are saying it is 
'flood-proof.' Hanszen will go ahead 
and take their word for it and see 
where it takes us." 

However, Sigeda said all stu-
dents should remember there are 
not guarantees on the safety of the 
area, and they should remember 
this when deciding how to store 
their belongings. 

"There's no guarantee or pro-
tection in place against damages or 
theft so students need to decide on 
their own what they need and need 
not keep down there," he said. 

Ditman sent a memo to college 
presidents, which stated that the 
offcampus facility' Storage USA 
will provide discounts to Rice stu-
dents. 

Ditman also said the service 
wuw.CollegeBoxes.com. a com-
pany that picks up students' boxes 
at the end of a semester and stores 
them, contacted him about be-
coming affiliated with Rice. Rice 
is not on the list of affiliated uni-
versities, but students can call 
the company to arrange a box 
pick-up. 

Ditman told college presidents 
about the service, but he does not 
know if any students have con-
tacted the company. He said if stu-
dents use and are satisfied with 
the service, he may promote it 
more next year. 

Last year, Ditman recom-
mended three off-campus storage 
companies as alternatives to col-
lege storage after the flood caused 
by Tropical Storm Allison dam-
aged students' stored property in 
the summer of 2001. Two of these 
companies offered discounts to 
Rice students, but Ditman said 
student interest in off-campus 
storage facilities was low. How-
ever, he said he also hopes to 
form a more permanent relation-
ship between Rice and a storage 
facility in the future. 

Grace period eliminated 
PARKING, from Page 1 

Under the old system, the col-
leges were responsible for determin-
ing who would park in the lot issu-
ing decals and collecting payment. 

This was problematic in many 
ways, Taylor said. For example, one 
college has still not handed in park-
ing fees for this year, he said. 

Taylor said the new system will 
allow RUPD to handle the logistics, 
making the job easier on the col-
leges' parking representatives. The 
system will also allow students to 
charge their university account. 

"I'd rather have a week and a half 
of intensity and get it over with than 
have it dragging and dragging and 
dragging." Taylor said. 

Each of the north colleges re-
ceived 29 close-in spots, and each of 
the south colleges received 27. 

Taylor said the new policy does 
not apply to the residential student 
lots in the stadium, though the plan 
for those lots during August has yet 
to be finalized. 

Parking gates in these lots will 
most likely be open at the beginning 
of the year, he said. Taylor said he 

has been working with SA co-Presi-
dents Bryan Debbink and Michael 
Leggett and Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Finance and Administration 
Neill Binford to resolve student con-
cerns in a practical manner. 

Binford, who makes the final de-
cision about the gates being open, a 
could not be reached for comment. 

Will Rice College President Ryan 
Bergauer said holding the parking 
jack in the spring was not a prob-
lem, but being notified late was an 
inconvenience. 

Sid Richardson College President 
Becca S c h e n d e l said that Sid ® 
amended their parking rules to deal 
with the situation, but she expects 
the change to have its benefits. 

"Overall, 1 think the first few 
weeks of school will be a lot less 
hectic because it will be clear who is 
allowed to park where from the very Q 
beginning," Schendel, a junior, said. 

^Taylor said the RUPD office will 
be open the weekend before school 
starts in order to issue decals. Park-
ing in the close-in lots will cost $154, 
plus the $46 shuttle fee paid by all 
students. A 

Council concerned with site 
WEBSITE, from Page 1 

"I just think its horrible that any-
body would wear a shirt that advo-
cates rape in any way, even in a 
joking fashion," he said. 

The operator said the site has 
not attracted as many participants 
as he had hoped, and he was told 
he could not advertise by at least 
one company. 

After purchasing an ad on the 
eclectic online news site 
www.fark.com, he was notified that 
some patrons were offended, and 
he was banned from further adver-
tising, he said. 

The student said he received sev-
eral e-mails from students asking 
about the image of Lovett Hall, and 
he posted a fake e-mail address, 
whyriceunit>ervty('rapentyprofess<>rs. am, 
to divert the questions. 

The s tudent said he has no 
affiliations with Rice and is willing 
to take down the image of Ix>vett 
Hall if asked. 

"I have no personal vendettas 
against Rice University," he said. "I 
think it's a great school, but now 
that I've read some of the posts 
from people at your school, I'm 
beginning to question that fact." 

CONGRATULATIONS I % fm I Vr mm M 1 1 I Vr 1 m 

to the following outstanding Rice 

students accepted into Teach For America. 

They've shown they have the leadership and 

commitment needed to tackle one of our 

nation's most challenging problems. 

T E A C H ORAMERICA 
www.teachforamerica.org 

http://www.fark.com
http://www.teachforamerica.org
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THE 

THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

MAY 15, 2003 

EDITORS 
p i c k s 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

o n g o i n g 

I LOVE 
JAPANESE 

CINEMA! 

Classic Japanese director 

Akira Kurosawa's 1952 

film Ikiru is at the 

Museum of Fine Arts. The 

film, about a bureaucrat 

who decides to give back 

to the world after learning 

he has cancer, is 

regarded as one of 

Kurosawa's finest. 

Museum of Fine Arts, 

tonight through Sunday 

at 7 p.m., $5 students, 

$6 others. 

m a v 3 

HOLY COMIC-
INSPIRED POP | 
ART, BATMAN! 

Still attached to re-reruns 

of Adam West and Burt 

Ward prancing about in 

tights and capes as the 

Caped Crusader and the 

Boy Wonder? If so, Splat 

Boom Pow: The Influence 

of Cartoons in 

Contemporary Art is filled 

with pieces by the likes of 

Lichenstein and Warhol, 

among others. 

The Contemporary Art 

Museum, Houston, through 

June 29, free. 

t I 
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Opera star Fleming resplendent in 'La Traviata' 
Caroline Shaw 
THRESHER STAFF 

Ren6e Fleming and her charac-
ter, Violetta Valery, had one thing in 
common in the first scene of open-
ing night of La Traviata: the pres-
sure to play the perfect hostess. 

Ma traviata' 

Houston Grand Opera 
Rating: * * * * 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

April 26 and 29, May 2 and 4, 
prices vary, 

www.houstongrandopera.org 
for details. 

TURN OFF YOUR -
MINI), RELAX 

AND FLOAT 
DOWNSTREAM 

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar will 

present "an evening of 

wisdom, meditation and 

celebration" for chump 

change tonight. Get some 

positive relaxation time in 

during finals. You'll need it. 

Verizon Wireless Theater, 

7 p.m.. $5-$10, 

www.artoflivinghouston.org 

for details. 

Fleming has been saluted as 
having "the world's most beautiful 
voice" (The New Yorker) and has 
performed in every major opera 
house in the world. But superlatives 
can drag like heavy chains, inflating 
expectations to impossible dimen-
sions. Did she pull it off? Of course, 
it's Renee Fleming. 

The Grammy-winning soprano 
performed Violetta in Verdi's La 
Traviata for the first time at the 
Houston Grand Opera April 17, tran-
scending journalistic hype and el-
evated anticipation with the poise 
and presence of a truly great artist. 
She chose Houston as the site for 
her Traviata debut because it was 
here that she got her first big break 
years ago, with Chris toph 
Eschenbach in The Marriage of 
Figaro, as a last-minute replacement. 

The role of Violetta is exciting 
but challenging for any soprano, and 
it carries with it a history of vocal 
identities, like Maria C alias, whose 
careers have been defined by their 
interpretation ot it. Violetta requires 
enormous range and stylistic flex-

WHO KILLED BAMBI? 

ibility, not to mention the emotional 
strength to reach her transforma-
tion on so many levels. 

The story of La Traviata ("the 
fallen woman") may be familiar if 
you've ever seen Moulin Rouge. 
Career versus love, with the diva 
dying tragically in the end. It is 
also the featured opera in Pretty 
Woman, after which Julia Roberts's 
character exclaims "It was so good I 
almost peed my pants!" 

Violetta, a Parisian courtesan who 
leaves the hedonistic lifestyle be-
hind to enjoy true love, only to real-
ize that her past has already taken 
its toll on her health and reputation. 
Selflessly, Violetta gives up her one 
fulfilling relationship (with Alfredo) 
to save the reputation of his family, 
knowing full well that tuberculosis 
will soon claim her life. The lovers 
reunite only at her deathbed, where, 
in bittersweet penitence, Violetta rec-
ognizes her fate. 

He has that low, 
commanding, 
paternal sound 
t h a t RESONATED 
perfectly in the 
role. 

Violetta is everyone's favorite so-
cial butterfly, with overwhelming;*?*# 
de vivre. She is the career woman 
seeking the meaning of "indepen-
dence." She is the self-sacrificing 
lover who never gives herself enough 
credit. And, at the end. she is the 
pious sinner gripping the kneeler, 
struggling to negotiate fate with faith. 

Fleming's voice is loved for its 
warmth and size, and she has many 
moments during the show to use its 

COURTESY HOUSTON GRAND OPERA 

Renee Fleming, the woman with "the world's most beautiful voice," performs 
La Traviata for the first time at the Houston Grand Opera. 

rich qualities with controlled bril-
liance. She spins the high-held notes 
like a Georgia O'Keefe painting, be-
ginning with a clear, pure tone and 
unfolding luminously into layers of 
different colors as the vibrato broad-
ens into the space, never losing that 
riveting focus. And I've never been 
so moved bv silence, which was al-

lowed its own ample moments at 
pivotal points in the opera. 

Fleming's gripping acting was 
well-matched with tenor Paul 
Charles Clarke as Alfredo, and their 
chemistry together was great to 
watch onstage (the first really con-
vincing romantic pairing yet in this 

See SUPPORT. Page 10 

Latest horror flick, "Identity' seems to be suffering from crisis 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

Here we go again: Yet another 
movie in which a bunch of strangers 
get trapped in a building with a mys-
terious killer and are subsequently 
murdered one at a time because 
they all have — you guessed it — 
Something In Common. 

' identity' 

in theaters 
Rating: * * 
(out of five) 

• • 

The trailers for Identity would 
have you believe that its characters 
are marked for death because they 
all have the same birthday, but don't 
be fooled. They're doomed because 
they're all dumb enough to venture 
alone into dark, scary motel rooms 
that only have one exit. 

Identity opens with a psycholo-
gist (Alfred Molina) reviewing a 
cryptic audiotape with a client (Pruitt 
Taylor Vince) who has been sen-
tenced to die for a series of grisly 
murders. The doctor comes across 
evidence that the killer suffered from 
dissociative identity syndrome and 

might therefore be 
entitled to a stay of 
execution on the 
basis of insanity. 

We eventually 
learn this plot 
thread is connected 
(I won't reveal 
how) with the mur-
ders at a Nevada 
motel, which are 
the subject of most 
of the rest of the 

t m * film. Through a se-

COURTESY COLUMBIA PICTURES 

Amanda Peet and John Cusack take starring roles In the poorly-executed terror thriller, Identity. 

ries of coincidences so bizarre that 
they would be funny if they weren't 
so horrific, a group of strangers are 
forced to spend the night together 
in an isolated motel where they fran-
tically attempt to treat a critically 
injured woman while trying to iden-
tify and evade the killer among them. 

The group includes an ex-cop 
(John Cusack) , an obnoxious 
washed-up actress (Rebecca de 
Mornay, in a truly embarrassing per-
formance) , the injured woman's stut-
tering husband (John C. McGinley), 
a hastily married young couple (Clea 
DuVall and William Lee Scott) and a 

compassionate hooker ( \manda 
Peet, who gives the film's best per-
formance even though her charac-
ter is straight off the shelf-o'-cliches). 

Also in the mix are a hooker-
hat ing motel manager (John 
Hawkes), a cop (Ray Liotta) with a 
really bad attitude who is transport-
ing a psycho convict Oake Busey> 
who, being the most obvious sus-
pect for the murders, is inevitably 
revealed not to be the killer when he 
is found with a baseball bat stuffed 
down his throat. 

Halfway through the film, there 
is a revelation that can only be de-

scribed as a tragic catch-22. On one 
hand, this plot twist makes the story 
more interesting than the standard, 
hollow gore-fest Identity might oth-
erwise have degenerated into; yet 
on the other hand the nature of the 
revelation also requires the movie 
to screw over the main characters, 
who unfortunately were also turn-
ing out to be rather interesting. 

In a way, I suspect the key plot 
twist would have worked better if 
the cast hadn't been so good. Iden-
tity is populated with solid, instantly 
likable actors like Cusack and DuVall 

See CAST, Page 10 

• • 

http://www.houstongrandopera.org
http://www.artoflivinghouston.org
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Talent wasted on 'Identity' 
CAST, from Page 9 
who could emerge from all but the 
very worst movies with their dignity 
intact. These are performers who 
carve out characters with more sym-
pathy and nuance than the rushed, 
let's-get-to-the-gore-already ethic a 
slasher movie allows performers to 
embody. To put it succinctly, most 
of the cast of Identity is way, way 
overqualified. 

The key plot twist 
would have 
worked better if 
the CAST hadn't 
been so good. 

Oh, and while I'm still in tirade 
mode, here 's another thing that an-
noyed me: You know that "whump" 
sound ef fec t tha t g e t s b las ted 

through the theater speakers any 
time there 's a collision in a movie? 
The one that decalcifies your knee-
caps, alters your heart rate and has 
been known to cause seizures in 
white mice? 

Thanks to Identity, I have learned 
that all of the following things make 
that "whump" noise at more or less 
the same volume: a tire blowout, a 
woman being hit by a car and a 
severed head spinning around in a 
dryer. But, if you're going to leave a 
movie with decalcified kneecaps, you 
might as well have learned some-
thing in the process. 

Yes, I know I'm being rather 
cranky about all this, but really, is it 
too much to ask that actors as tal-
ented and enjoyable as Cusack, Peet, 
DuVall and Molina actually be given 
something interesting to do in a 
movie? Cusack in particular should 
fire his agent. Anyone who can carry 
a film like Say Anything deserves 
much, much better than this. For 
that matter, so does the audience. 

INSTEAD OF A N S W E R I N G MACHINES, 

HUMANS 
WITH A N S W E R S , GEICO AUTO I N S U R A N C E . 

Immedia te coverage by phone. 

Low d o w n - p a y m e n t & conven ient payment plans. 

R o u n d - t h e - c l o c k claim service . 

CALL OR V I S I T US FOR A FREt RATE Q U 0 T 8 . 

D I R E C T 

5405 Bellaire 
(713) 665-4202 

To all the Coffeehouse regulars: 

Thanks for making this a 

GREAT YEAR! 

We'll miss all of our 
graduating seniors: 

Andrew, Jesse, Jessica, 
Meg, Nick,Charlotte, 
Barr, Joanne, Arwen 

1 • 
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3SL. COURTESY HOUSTON GRAND OPERA 

Violetta (Renee Fleming) falls for Alfredo (Paul Charles Clarke) at a party in La Travlata. 

Supporting cast helps carry production 
SUPPORT, from Page 9 
HGO season). Clarke has a strong 
sense for that flammable Italian pas-
sion, though his voice can some-
times sound piercing. The role of 
Georgio Germont, Alfredo's father, 
was sung by last-minute replacement 
Bruno Caproni of Northern Ireland, 
who was also one of the highlights 
of the performance. He has that low, 
commanding, paternal sound that 
resonated perfectly in the role. 

Another supporting star who is 
sure to have her own shining ca-
reer soon is HGO Studio artist An-
gela N iede r loh , whose perfor-
mance of Violetta's friend Flora 
reminded me of an operatic ver-
s ion of C h r i s t i n e B a r a n s k i 
(Marianne on "Cybill"). Her char-
acter was always engaging, fitting 
into the scene exactly as the wine-
loving best friend should, and with 

a voice that held its own next to the 
Grammy-winner. 

The success of this all-star cast 
was due in part to the staging of 
Americans Frank Corsaro (director) 
and Priscilla Nathan-Murphv (cho-
reographer). who also coordinated 
the well-dressed chorus members 
during the party scenes. 'Hie color-
ful. lavish 19th century costumes 
a re t hanks to Bri t ish d e s i g n e r 
Desmond Heeley. 

Unfor tunate ly , Hee ley ' s s e t s 
weren't up to par with the rest of the 
product ion. The overall des ign 
worked well, but painted-on curtains 
and fake paneling don't quite cut it. 
It's kind of like buying a Porsche 
with cloth seats. 

Maestro Patrick Summers, who 
worked with Ms. Fleming on her 
latest album, Bel Canto, conducted 
the HGO orchestra, which had a few 

medium 1-topping 
pizza & 2 cans of Coke 

Ro coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

$7.3 S 
t>(us tax 

$8.30 
Plus t a x 

Large 1-toppping 
pizza & 3 cans of Coke 

no coupon required 
Deep dish mag be extra 

In The Village 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Open I I a m to 2 a m Mon. - S u n . 
Above offers expire 7-31-03 

A ' m f j . 

Get The Door. 
It's Domino's. 

Ule also serve: 

Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 

Coca-Cola Buffalo Ulings 
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moments that could be attributed to 
opening night "surprises." Certainly 
Summers directed a strong perfor-
mance, but there were occasional 
interruptions of intonation and en-
semble issues. In general the or-
chestral gestures seemed tentativ< 
and could have been more expres 
sive, with greater confidence and 
flexibility within the ensemble. 

For those who slept through Ital-
ian 101. never fear: the English trans 
lations are projected above the stagt. 
The tricky part is getting tickets 
Your best bet is to show up an hour 
before show time and try your luck 
at grabbing student rush seats. 

If theyare still available, von 
could get a top-dollar premium oi 
chestra level spot, center aisle (nor-
mally $200) for$25. The risk is worth 
it. though — I swear on my empty 
box of Kleenex. 

« » 

« ) I 

I I 

• » 

C 



I N K 

• » 

• I 

f 

O 

I 

Thresher Sports 
Page 11 THE RICE THRESHER J L Friday, April 2 5 , 2 0 0 3 

' Owls chasing first WAC title 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRJ SHI R S T A I I 

After a great regular season, the 
men's tennis team is favored to cap-
ture its first conference champion-
ship in 31 years this weekend at the 
Western Athletic Conference tour-
nament in Boise, Idaho. 

Rice, ranked 28th nationally, 
clinched the top seed in the tourna-
ment —which includes a first-round 
bye — with a 6-1 win Sunday over 
No. 38 Southern Methodist Univer-
sity. The Owls added a 5-0 win over 
Lamar University later in the day to 
finish the regular season with a four-
match winning streak and a 
19-6 record. 

"We hadn't beaten [SMU] in 
about 10 years," assistant coach 
Shaheen Ladhani (Sid '97) said. "We 
kept losing 4-3 to them, so it was nice 
to actually annihilate them. It was 
closer than it looked — there were a 
few three-set singles matches that 
we won." 

Freshman Rob Searle, ranked 
29th nationally in singles, sparked the 
team win in his first match back since 
suffering an ankle injury March 26. 
Searle's family was visiting from Or-
pington, England, and saw Searle pull 
out a three-set win at third singles. 

"1 am obviously happy to be play-
ing again," Searle said. "I did not 
enjoy having to sit out for three 
weeks, but it was just unlucky. I am 
pleased with getting a few matches 
under my belt before j the tourna-
ment] because I think it will help me 
in being ready." 

Ladhani said Searle's return was 

big not only in his individual matches 
but for the team as a whole. 

"It was good to have the whole 
squad out there [and] healthy 
enough to play," Ladhani said. 
"[Searle] is one of our top players, if 
not the top player, so getting him 
back is huge. In a lineup of only six 
guys, it makes a big difference, not 
just in terms of results, but [because] 
he's a leader by example." 

'If we play well, we 
will win the WAC. It's 
in our hands/ 

— William Barker 
Junior tennis player 

Junior twins Richard and William 
Barker, ranked 32nd and 37th in the 
country, respectively, also came 
through with singles victories 
against SMU. In doubles play, the 
top-ranked Barkers pulled off an 
8-4 win to finish the season 16-0 in 
doubles play, extending their win-
ning streak to 29 matches. 

"Winning 29 straight has not been 
easy," William Barker said. "Wehave 
saved match points in three of the 29 
matches. We have worked hard and 
deserve to be at the top of the 
rankings. We have so much fun on 
the court." 

Thanks to Searle, the Barkers and 
excellent depth, the Owls are the fa-
vorites in a seven-team WAC field that 

includes five teams ranked among the 
top 60 in the nation: Rice, SMU, 
No. 40 Fresno State University, No. 
49 University of Tulsa and No. 56 
Boise State University. The tourna-
ment champion receives an automatic-
bid to the NCAA tournament. 

"Having Richard, Rob and me 
back playing singles really helps," 
William Barker said. "Rob and I 
would be missing occasionally, so 
hopefully we're back and fit, and I 
think it shows that we are the best 
team in the WAC. Having everybody 
healthy will be scary [lor the other 
teams]." 

The Owls expect to face the win-
ner of today's Tulsa-Boise State 
match in tomorrow's semifinals. The 
official seedings were unavailable at 
press time, but ladhani said the seed-
ing would be based on national 
rankings. Wee beat the Golden Hur-
ricane 4-3 in an April 6 match, but 
Tulsa eliminated the Owls in last 
year's semifinals, 4-0. 

Searle said Rice expects to be 
challenged in the tournament. 

"Overall. I think the team has a 
good chance ai winning the WAC 
championship, but we will have to 
be playing well because there are 
definitely teams that are good 
enough to beat us," Searle said. "I 
am looking forward to playing, but I 
will just try and play [each match] 
without thinking too much about 
I the tournament]." 

"We are seeded number one this 
year, compared to number four in 
the previous two years," William 
Barker said. "If we play well, we will 
win the WAC. It's in our hands." 
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Freshman Rodrigo Gabriel comes to the net in Sunday's 5-0 win over Lamar 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. Gabriel won singles matches against both SMU 
and Lamar Sunday. He and the men's tennis team chase their first-ever WAC 
championship in Boise. Idaho this weekend. 

Women's tennis hopes to 
pull off WAC tourney upset 

by Wei-Han Tan 
THRESHER STAFF 

The women's tennis team may not be 
the favorite to win this weekend's Western 
Athletic Conference tournament, but the 
Owls are relaxed and prepared for the trip 
to Boise, Idaho. 

"The girls had a great week, and we're 
ready to go," head coach Roger White said. 
"We've been talking every day about play-
ing within themselves, taking advantage of 
opportunities, going after it and enjoying 
our performance." 

4 We tend to forget how good 
we are over the course of 
the season, hut getting it put 
into our minds again has us 
fired up and ready to go.' 

— Jeri Gonzales 
Senior tennis player 

The team struggled to an 8-12 record 
this season, but White said the Owls are 
optimistic about the tournament. 

"[The girls] see the opportunity that is 
there," White said. "We're going into I the 
tournament] thinking that we're going to 
win the whole thing and earn the automatic 
bid to the NCAA tournament." 

The Owls expect to face 22nd-ranked 
and probable top seed Fresno State Univer-
sity if they can advance to the semifinals. 
The official seedings were unavailable at 
press time, but were expected to be based 

on national rankings. The tournament in-
cludes four teams ranked among the 
nation's top 75 teams. The Bulldogs are the 
defending WAC champions and beat Rice 
5-2 Feb. 22 in Fresno, Calif. 

Seniors Jeri Gonzales and Stephanie 
Moat will travel to the final WAC tourna-
ment of their career, but both said they 
planned to remain involved with the team 
next year as fifth-year students. 

Gonzales said her focus is on making up 
for a disappointing regular season. 

"I am really excited about the tourna-
ment," Gonzales said. "Coach White sat us 
down and listed our achievements and 
tough losses for this year. We had a num-
ber of tough losses that came down to one 
ball that would have legitimately placed us 
in the top 30. We tend to forget how good 
we are over the course of the season, but 
getting it put into our minds again has us 
fired up and ready to go." 

While it will be a farewell performance 
for the seniors, freshmen Lauren Archer 
and Blair DiSesa, who share the top two 
singles spots and make up the top doubles 
team, will be competing in their first con-
ference tournament. Although Archer has 
missed recent matches due to the flu, she 
said she is ready for the tournament. 

"The entire team is anxious to play," 
Archer said. "We have all played great at 
one point in the season or another, but 
we're looking to bring it all together for the 
tournament." 

White said the tough schedule has forced 
the Owls to rise to challenges all season. 

"I am proud of how hard our team has 
worked," White said. "We have had close 
matches against top-40 teams where we 
have had match points. These losses have 
been extremely hard on them, but I am 
really proud of how they have responded 
and of the character of our team." 

Gairdner, Crismon set Rice records 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRRSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

If the season ended tomorrow, the women's 
track and field team would be happy with all it 
has accomplished so far this outdoor season. 

Before last weekend, the Owls had already 
qualified for the NCAA regional meet in nine 
events and set two new school records. After 
last weekend's performance at two California 
meets and one local meet. Rice can add two 
more records and qualifiers to its totals. 

Competing at the California Invitational 
Hepta th lon , junior Ruthann Gai rdner 
smashed the previous heptathlon record set 
by Keitha Moseley's (Lovett '02) 4,862 point 
performance in 2001. Gairdner earned 5,008 
points to place fourth in the heptathlon with 
second-place finishes in the 100-meter 
hurdlesand the 800-meter run. Gairdner com-
pleted the hurdles in 14.69 seconds and the 
800-meters in 2:20.63. 

"I was happy with my performance," 
Gairdner said. "I earned the most points in the 
100-hurdles and the 800-meters. which was a 
personal best for me." 

The next day, Gairdner competed in the 
400-meter hurdles at the Mount San Antonio 
Community College Relays in Walnut, Calif., 
finishing in 1:02.32. 

"The heptathlon was a good warm up for 
the hurdles," Gairdner said. "It was a fun 
meet, and the weather was perfect — it was 
gorgeous, sunny and warm." 

Back in town at the Houston Invitational 
held on the University of Houston campus. 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
TRACK AND FIELD 
National Ranking: Tied for 24th with 
the University of Miami. 

Last week: Ruthann Gairdner and 
Theresa Crismon set school records 
in the heptathlon and hammer throw, 
respectively. 

What made the difference: Taking 
advantage of the beautiful California 
spring weather, the Owls were able 
to run some of the fastest t imes of 
the season and regionally qualify two 
runners in the 400-meter dash. 

Up next: The Owls travel to the Drake 
Relays in Des Moines, Iowa this 
weekend. 

junior Teresa Crismon bested the Rice 
school record in the hammer throw for the 
third time this season. Crismon pushed the 
record by almost four feet to 155 feet, 10 
inches and finished second in the event. She 
is now only nine feet away from qualifying 
for regionals. Sophomore Eimile Gavagan 
threw for 122-10 to earn fifth. Freshman 
Krystal Robinson placed second in the dis-
cus throw, measuring 147-11. 

"[Crismon] and (Robinson] both had good 
See TRACK, Page 17 

WEEKLY S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 
Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Friday 5:30 p.m. 

Friday-Saturday 7, 2 p.m. 

Monday-Wednesday 

Men's Track Rice Twilight meet (RTSS) 
Free burritos starting at 6 p.m. 

Baseball vs. Louisiana Tech (Reckling Park) 
Owls go for 18th consecutive WAC series win. 

WAC Golf Championships (The Houstonian) 
Take a break for a huge golf tourney at home. 
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Behind the mask 
The baseball team's four catchers combine quick wits with a tireless work ethic to anchor the pitching staff 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Catching equipment is often called "tools 
of ignorance," but catching is a thinking man's 
position on the Rice baseball team. 

On almost all college, most minor-league and 
some major-league teams, coaches call pitches 
during games, but head coach Wayne Graham 
allows his catchers to call their own games. 

"I'll yell at them once in a while because I 
don't agree with the philosophy of a pitch they 
called," Graham said. "I sacrifice the fact that 
four or five or 10 times a game, they're going 
to call a pitch that I don't like. [I do so] for the 
simple reason that — given our scouting re-
port and the field in front of them and the fact 
that they can see the hitter — they're overall 
going to make better decisions out there than 
I can in [the dugout]." 

'I'd probably be bored if 1 

played outfield or something. 

At catcher / keep my head in 

the game all the time.' 
— Jeff Blackinton 

Senior catcher 

Volunteer assistant coach Zane Curry 
(Baker '02), himself a former catcher under 
Graham during the 1998 and 1999 seasons, 
said calling pitches helps catchers mature. 

"It does help develop players [by] provid-
ing that responsibility," Curry- said. "They're 
required to learn the game, not just regurgi-
tate what their coaches tell them." 

To call pitches, the catchers must know 
detailed scouting reports of hitters off the top 
of their heads, simultaneously keeping track 
of the game situation and looking for clues 
from the batter. Senior catcher Justin Ruchti 
said that mental aspect is what makes catch-
ing both enjoyable and difficult. 

"There's definitely a mental aspect of it that 
a lot of people can't see from watching in the 
stands," Ruchti said. "[In] one game, we threw 
a fastball,and [the batter] flew out onit. I came 
back to the dugout, and I thought, 'All right, 
cool, one-two-three,' and I ended up getting 
yelled at for a couple of good minutes [for the 
pitch selection]. 

It's just trying to make sure that you do 
everything the way the scouting report says." 

Minds like steel t raps 
Sophomore righthander Josh Baker said 

the catchers always seem to know what to call 
against opposing hitters. 

"[The catchers] will go over scouting re-
ports, and their minds are like steel traps," 
Baker said. "It's just like week in and week out 
— 'Man, don't you get [the batters] confused 
with the other onesP'They don't. They're right 

on the money every time." 
Because of his emphasis on pitch selec-

tion and defense, Graham said offense is not 
one of the leading factors when he evaluates 
catchers. 

"It's a matter of the philosophy of your 
program," Graham said. "We like to throw the 
breaking ball below the knees with two strikes. 
To do that, you're going to throw a lot of them 
in the dirt. Our premium with catching is 
receiving and blocking. The next premium 
after that is throwing. Hitting is a distant fourth, 
really." 

While neither of. the Owls' two starting 
catchers is a slouch at the plate — Blackinton 
is hitting .295, and Ruchti is a strong line-drive 
hitter — a catcher's contribution is based 
more on team intangibles than statistics. 
Redshirt freshman Jon Gillespie and fresh-
man Lyndon Duplessis are the third and fourth 
Rice catchers this season, and they have col-
lectively appeared in just two games, with one 
plate appearance each. 

Yet junior reliever David Aardsma said their 
contribution in the bullpen is invaluable to the 
team's success. 

"For me, in particular, they're two of the 
most important guys on the team," Aardsma 
said. "Every time before a game if I warm up, 
they let me know what I need to do to get 
better. It's big-time for the team, and it helps 
me out personally." 

Curry, who serves as the team's pitching 
coach and also spends long hours in the bullpen 
watching and instructing the pitchers, said 
the pitching staff needs stabilizing catchers 
like Gillespie and Duplessis. 

"If you took a poll of our pitching staff. I 
think each one of them would tell you that they 
couldn't live without Lyndon and Jon," Curry 
said. "Ilt'^j not only the ability to help them 
with their pitching, but the camaraderie. It's a 
tough job to dedicate yourself day in and day 
out knowing that you're not getting much 
playing time, but both of them do that." 

Catching is more physically demanding than 
other positions because of the wear on the lowei 
body from constant crouching and blocking 
pitches in the dirt. All four catchers said they 
lament losing speed because of their position. 

They're required to learn the 

game, not just regurgitate 

what their coaches tell them.' 
— Zane Curry 

Volunteer assistant coach 

"All the squatting and everything probably 
takesaway — I'm sure [the others] would agree 
— from our natural speed," Duplessis said. 
"We're not exactly terrors on the basepaths." 

Ruchti said he especially misses taking 
chances on the basepaths. 

"I had a 1.000 stolen-base percentage last 
year, and Coach [Graham] refuses to acknowl-

edge that — one for one." Ruchti said. "Basi-
cally any time any of us try to move fast, it's 
pretty funny." 

The four catchers have things in common 
besides a reputation as slow baserunners, but 
they each have their own outstanding talents 
and personalities. 

# 1 9 Justin Ruchti, senior 
Ruchti and Blackinton split the playing 

time, but it is Ruchti, a Lovett College senior, 
who receives scholarship money and is the 
best professional prospect. 

A product of Klein Forest High School in 
Houston, Ruchti stands out because of his de-
fensive prowess and exceptional throwing arm. 

"In my opinion, Ruchti is the best defensive 
catcher in college baseball." Graham said, ac-
knowledging that he has not seen every catcher. 
"Ruchti throws as well as anybody in college 
baseball, he's smart and he receives well." 

'I've never been in a program 

where you don't get to call 

your own pitches. That whole 

part that requires a mental 

capacity is just completely 

taken away.' 
— Justin Ruchti 

Senior catcher 

Ruchti. who comes from a family of catch-
ers, said he began catching at the age of eight 
because of the skill required. 

"In seven-year old [baseball] it was ma-
chine-pitch. and the catcher just sat back 
there," Ruchti said. "He was the human back-
stop. We put the crappiest kid we had back 
there, and he was injured halfway through the 
game just taking slugs off the arm and chest. 
I knew 1 was a better athlete than that kid, so 
I just waited till eight-year old [baseball]." 

Ruchti said Houston Astros catcher Brad 
Ausmus is his favorite major league receiver. 

"Ilike the way [Ausmus] doesn't take things 
for granted out there," Ruchti said. "I can see 
him working on every pitch, especially com-
pared to the way [former Astro catcher] Tony 
Eusebioused to catch. I just think Ausmus has 
respect for the game. I got to hear him talk a 
little bit at the Astros award banquet, and the 
guy is hilarious — one of the funniest guys I've 
ever listened to." 

Ruchti himself is one of the team clowns, 
and he goes by 'Ronnie' among many of his 
teammates. 

Baker said Ruchti's talents on the field are 
a major help for pitchers. 

"Ruchti understands baseball," Baker said. 
"Obviously he's got an unbelievable arm, so 
he just shuts down running games, which is 
[very helpful for pitchers]." 

Ruchti's behind-the-plate demeanor is key 
to his leadership, and he said he treats each 
pitcher differently during games. 

"It depends on who it is, the different 
kind of techniques you use to talk to them 
and calm them down on the mound," Ruchti 
said. "[Sophomore r igh thander ] Wade 
[Townsend, for example,] needs to be disci-
plined, sometimes I think with police brutal-
ity. He'll shake a pitch off six, seven times, 
and it's no problem for him, and you just 
have to keep throwing it down. Most guys 
trust what you put down there." 

Ruchti, who carries his catcher's glove with 
him in his seat on all road trips, said the 
opportunity to call pitches was a big factor in 
his decision to transfer to Rice before last 
season from San Jacinto North Junior College. 

"I've never been in a program where you 
don't get to call your own pitches, so I don't 
know what that's like, but I can imagine," 
Ruchti said. "That whole part that requires a 
mental capacity is just completely taken 
away, and you're just doing whatever [the] 
coach says. The extra yelling that comes 
every once in a while is a pretty small price 
to pay for getting to be in charge out there." 

#12 Jeff Blackinton, senior 
Ruchti is the clear leader of the group as the 

most outspoken, but Blackinton is quietly confi-
dent as the most experienced of the quartet. 

"I came in with [ Gillespie last year]," Ruchti 
said. "Black kind of knewthe ropes and helped 
the transition a little bit because it's different 
in every program you're in." 

Blackinton, a Jones College senior, has 
used up only three years of eligibility, but will 
graduate May 10 with a degree in biochemis-
try. Blackinton is usually well-prepared — his 
1590 SAT score was the lowest in his family — 
but the Bainbridge Island, Wash., resident 
was not ready for his tryout as a walk-on in 
August 1999. 

"Blackinton was a funny story," Graham 
said. "Blackinton walked in here and asked if 
he could try out for the team. He didn't have a 
mitt. We had to go in and find him a mitt. 
[Later,] I watched him throw the ball, and his 
arm action was perfect, and he's obviously a 
hard-working guy." 

Blackinton's appearance as a walk-on also 
allowed the Owls to deploy their 11.7 schol-
arships (for a 25-man postseason roster) in 
other spots. 

"When we figured out after his first year 
that he could be a good catcher, then we 
didn't have to spend that money on more 
catching." Graham said. "When you get a 
break like a Blackinton, that is one of the 
reasons we're able to stretch our money into 
the kind of team we have with limited finan-
cial aid. Our total financial package is less 
than all the big private schools, which I con-
sider our competition." 

While Blackinton's arm cannot match 
Ruchti's, he is strong behind the plate and 
has hit surprisingly well, rarely striking out 
and even earning a few starts at designated 
hitter. Baker said Blackinton's poise behind 
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pened on the play. 
"That was when he decided to be a full-time 

catcher." 
Although Duplessis did not like catching 

when he began, he has since reaped the benefits 
of playing a tougher position. 

"At first, I didn't like the idea too much, but 
the more I caught, the more fun it was," 
Duplessis said. "It's really opened up a lot of 
opportunities, because I couldn't see myself 
here as a middle infielder or an outfielder, but 
we're always looking for good catchers." 

Duplessis' tuition is waved because his 
mother, Kathy Duplessis, is an administrative 
coordinator in Finance and Administration, an 
added bonus for the program's finances. 

Duplessis and Gillespie are similar in their 
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The bullpen is a second home for catchers, who catch throwing sessions from multiple pitchers every day. 
STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Ithe plate calms pitchers. 
"Blackinton is just really smart," Baker 

said. "He's good about calling pitches and 
knowing where to locate." 

Blackinton has become the personal 
catcher for sophomore righthander Philip 
Humber, starting all 21 games Humber has 

^pitched. Humber, the 2002co-National Fresh-
man of the Year by Collegiate Baseball, is 16-
1 with Blackinton behind the plate. Blackinton 
said much of the credit for pitch selection 
goes to assistant coach David Pierce, who 
prepares Rice's scouting reports. 

"We're picking up stuff, pitchers are pick-
ing up stuff and coaches are picking up 

Jstuff," Blackinton said. "We're constantly 
working on something. Coach Pierce does a 
great job on scouting reports to begin with. 
I don't know where he gets all his connec-
tions, but pretty much they're all spot-on, 
and you can see it when (the hitters] get up 
there, too." 

| Blackinton said he has also learned how to 

'Blackinton walked in here 
and asked if he could try out 

I for the team. He didn V have a 
mitt. We had to go in and find 
him a mitt.' 

— Wayne Graham 
Head baseball coach 

handle umpires in his four years at Rice. 
"You have to know what kind of umpire 

you ' re working with," Blackinton said. 
"There's a guy that wants your feedback 

• about what you thought the pitch was, land 
[^there 's] a guy that if you say a word is going 

to blow up and toss you. You just have to 
know who you're working with, what you're 
working with to try and get all the pitches 
you can for your pitchers." 

Like Ruchti, Blackinton's favorite major 
league catcher reflects Blackinton's own traits. 

"My boy's got to be [Seattle Mariners 
catcher) Dan Wilson," Blackinton said. "He 
calls a great game, and he's a great [smart] 
player. He's got not the best arm, but a good 
arm. He's just one of those guys who does the 
little things, and I appreciate that." 

Blackinton has excelled at the little things 
i ^ lo r four years, and he said he knows his dili-
" g e n c e behind the plate has been the key to 

his success. 
"I definitely wouldn't be |on the team] if it 

wasn't for catching," Blackinton said. "I caught 
when I was nine, but I didn't catch again until 
I was a sophomore in high school. That was 
my way onto the varsity team. Ever since then, 

l%it's been my thing." 

# 2 9 Jon Gillespie, sophomore 
Blackinton is a fan favorite in part because 

he was an Orientation Week adviser at Jones 
last fall and is well-known from biochemistry 
classes, but Gillespie is almost completely 

unknown by most baseball fans. 
He is so unknown that both the team media 

guide and Web site incorrectly list Gillespie as 
a righthanded hitter. The lack of attention 
does not bother the Brown College sopho-
more, a former second baseman. 

"I didn't catch until my junior year in high 
school," Gillespie said. "I didn't think of my-
self as a catcher until my senior year of high 
school." 

One of the most memorable moments of 
the Owl season so far came in the most lop-
sided game. Gillespie pinch hit March 21 in 
the eighth inning with Rice leading Liberty 
University 19-1 and drove in a run by singling 
through the right side, much to the delight of 
his teammates. 

"Everyone wants to see Jon play because 
he doesn't get a whole lot of chances," Aardsma 
said. "He's always down in the bullpen every 
night. To see him run down there and get in 
there was awesome, and he looked like he had 
a lot of confidence." 

Graham said Gillespie's hard work at a 
tough task makes him vital to the team. 

"Gillespie has worked very hard and has 
really helped our pitchers in the bullpen and 
has improved his throwing," Graham said. 
"Everybody loves Jon. He works like a dog. 
He knows — they all know — what the 
premium is, even in the bullpen: helping 
pitchers. Your job is to make the pitcher 
better." 

Curry said ca tching 
bullpen outings helped him 
develop from a top catcher 
into a top pitching coach and 
sees some of the same de-
velopment in Gillespie and 
Duplessis. 

"Even their experi-
ence is valuable to the 
pi tching staff, be-
cause they ' re al-
most like a third 
and fourth pitch-
ing coach," Curry 
said. "That's the 
way I learned how 
to be a pitching 
coach." 

Gillespie, a farm boy 
from Lake Park, Iowa, is an 
established figure in the club-
house and in the bullpen, where he 
spends almost all of his time during games. 

"Gillespie is great in the locker room just 
because he loves to be at the field," Baker said. 
"There's no other place that guy would rather 
be than playing baseball. You want somebody 
that enjoys what they do, and he really does." 

Gillespie said the lack of playing time does 
not bother him. 

"It's kind of a delayed reward thing," 
Gillespie said. "Right now, (Duplessis and I| 
have two great catchers in front of us, so it's 
kind of hard to argue with their track record. 
For now, we're just trying to do our work and 
help the pitchers out. Hopefully in a year or 
two we'll get the playing time eventually, but 
for now we're just trying to help out." 

Continuing the trend of picking hometown 
catchers, Gillespie said A.J. Pierzynski, of his 

beloved Minnesota Twins, is his favorite ma-
jor league catcher. 

"He can do pretty much everything," 
Gillespie said. "He hits really well, he catches 
really well and he throws really well. And he 
plays for the Twins, which is a nice bonus." 

Gillespie is relaxed and comfortable with 
his role on the team, joking that he leads the 
team with a 1.000 batting average from his 
only plate appearance of the season. 

# 3 5 Lyndon Duplessis, freshman 
Duplessis (pronounced du-pluh-SP3E), a Sid 

Richardson College freshman, is the new-
comer to the group and the quietest of the 
four, but he has the potential to develop into a 
Blackinton-Iike player. 

"I think Duplessis has got soft hands and 
has got the potential as his throwing arm gets 
better," Graham said. 

Baker, who attended Spring Branch Me-
morial High School in Hous ton with 
Duplessis, said he remembers the exact day 
in high school Duplessis settled on catcher 
as his position. 

"Duplessis had caught a couple games in 
a row and was tired, and we had been win-
ning, so he was like, 'Coach, let me play left 
field,'" Baker said. "(On a fly ball to left field,] 

he's coming in, and he kind 
of [flails] b e c a u s e he 

doesn't know where it's 
going, and it hits him 

right off the head 
and just goes way 

up in the air. The 
c e n t e r f i e l d e r 
ca tches it and 
d o u b l e s [ the 

r u n n e r ] up, and 
Lyndon had no 

idea what 
had hap-

SUSHI SU7UKI/THRESHFR 

'Duplessis will eat, drink 
and breathe baseball as long 
as he can.' 

— Josh Baker 
Sophomore righthander 

devotion to the game. 
"Duplessis will eat, drink and breathe base-

ball as long as he can," Baker said. "He's still 
getting used to the speed of the game, the 
traveling, the level of competition, the pitch-
ing — Ju s t what's demanded out of a college 
catcher. He's going to grow into that role." 

Duplessis said he does not mind waiting 
for his playing time. 

"I'd even come along just to watch most of 
the time," Duplessis said. "We get to travel 
and to participate in everything, and we know 
that some day in the future, hopefully it'll be 
our time." 

Duplessis broke the string of hometown 
catchers by selecting Pit tsburgh's Jason 
Kendall as his favorite major league catcher. 

"I don't know why, but I really like Jason 
Kendall," Duplessis said. "He just looks like 
he works so hard back there. He's also differ-
ent from a lot of catchers, because he can 
really hit, and he's pretty quick." 

'Dupe,' as he's known to many of his 
teammates, has lightened the load of the 
other three catchers with his presence this 
season. 

"I think a lot of times what (Gillespie and 
Duplessis] do goes overlooked," Ruchti said. 
"A lot of these pitchers come up and are like, 
'Hey, I need to throw,' and they don't even ask 
questions. It's just so expected that [Gillespie 
and Duplessis] are going to be there for it and 
pick them up. It's pretty awesome, because 
last year we were short on catchers." 

Running the show 
Baseball coaches can never have enough 

catchers, if only because of the physical and 
mental demands placed on the position. 

"It's a position that more than any other 
requires mental and physical excellence," 
Curry said. "When you talk baseball, you talk 
about being strong up the middle, and it really 
starts behind the plate. Without a guy back 
there who can run the show, you're in a tough 
situation." 

Blackinton said the physically and men-
tally demanding aspects are exactly why he 
loves catching. 

"I like it because it's the one position be-
sides pitcher that you're constantly in action," 
Blackinton said. "I'd probably be bored if I 
played outfield or something like that. At 
catcher, I keep my head in the game all the 
time, and I've always got something to do, so 
that's why I like it." 

Baker said the catchers, as a group, are 
great teammates and receivers because they 
embody team spirit. 

"The two most important characteris-
tics in any catcher and any teammate are 
going to be competitiveness and loy-
alty," Baker said. "Those are two of the 
qualities that all four [of our catchers] 
have. They're all extremely loyal to 
the pitching staff, to each other and 
to our team." 
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\ y GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 

For a limited time, new 
college graduates can get 

$1,000 
cash allowance* 

on select Dodge vehicles. 

Plus 
get other generous consumer cash allowances. 

See Your Local Dodge Dealer Today. 

*This program provides a $600 bonus cash allowance in addition to the $400 national college graduate cash allowance for a 
total $ 1,000 cash allowance for recent college graduates, select college seniors, and masters and doctoral program enrollees on 
the purchase or lease of eligible 2003 Dodge vehicles. Eligible vehicles are: Dodge Dakota, Stratus Sedan, Stratus Coupe, Neon 
and Ram 1500 excluding models equipped with Hemi engines. Must take retail delivery by 6/30/03. Residency restrictions apply. 
Please see your dealer for eligibility requirements and program details. 

Dodge Stratus Sedan 

Dodge Dakota 

Dodge Neon 

( 

Dodge Stratus Coupe 

Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab 

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 
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Men host meet tonight 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While the weather in Houston 
may have been less than perfect 
for a holiday weekend, the men's 
track and field team enjoyed more 
than just the beautiful weather in 
two meets in California. 

This weekend, the Owls are 
hoping to build off of their strong 
performances in California by 
competing at home in their sec-
ond and last home meet of the 
season. Tonight 's Rice Twilight 
Meet will include local rivals 
Texas A&M University, the Uni-
versity of Louisiana at Lafayette 
and sixth-ranked Louisiana State 
University. 

"It was a great meet last year 
with some great performances, ' ' 
head coach Jon Warren said. 
"This year, it should be a fairly 
short meet . T h e schedule is set 
up for an exc i t ing cha in of 
events, and there shouldn' t be a 
long delay between events. We 
[need] to have the fans out there 
and see jus t how good t h e 
[ f r e s h m a n ] L u k e S t a d e l s , 
[ f r e shman] Bhansen Mil lers 
and [junior] Adam Davises are. 
They are some of the best ath-
l e t e s on c a m p u s , b u t m o s t 
people don't even know about 
them." 

The Owls competed in the 
Mount San Antonio Community 
College Relays in Walnut, Calif., 
and the Pomona-Pitzer Invitational 
Meet in Claremont, Calif. Other 
runners who did not travel to Cali-
fornia stayed at home to compete 
in the Houston Invitational at the 
University of Houston. 

At the Mt. SAC Relays, senior 
Vaughaligan Walwyn regionally 
qualified in the long jump by 
jumping 24 feet, 5 3 /4 inches. 
Walwyn had taken the previous 
two weeks off from competition 
to rest his hamstring and said he 
was happy to qualify in his first 
meet back. 

"I took a few weeks off to get 
some t reatment and get my legs 
back underneath me," Walwyn 
said. "It's bet ter now, and they 
feel strong. These next couple 
of weeks will be important for 
showing what we can do at 
regionals." 

Rice also enjoyed strong per-
formances from their 800-meter 
run squad. Junior Adam Davis 
tuned up his 800-meter race for 
the regionals by finishing fifth in 
one minute, 50.07 seconds. Jun-
ior Daniel Pessing finished 20th 
in 1:51.32—the third fastest time 
in the Western Athletic Confer-
ence this season. 

At the Pomona-Pitzer Meet, 
junior Erik Mazza crossed the 
line in 1:52.23, and sophomore 
Aaron Redman knocked four sec-
onds off of his season-best time 
by finishing in 1:52.63. Senior 
Jeremy LaBuff cut his previous 
time by 17 seconds in the 800-
meters by finishing in 1:53.63. 

Also at Pomona-Pitzer, senior 
Keith Pierce improved his 1,500-
meter run time to 3:52.93, rank-
ing him fourth best in the confer-
ence. Back in Houston, sopho-
more Matt Davis earned seventh 
in the 1,500-meters, while senior 
Craig Dos Santos took tenth in 
4:17.84. 

In the field events, sophomore 
Jason Powell earned sixth place 
in the triple jump at Mt. SAC, 
jumping a distance of 49-7. 

"[Powell] had a good perfor-
mance," Warren said. "His knee 
s t a r t e d b u g g i n g h im a b i t 
though, and he will probably be 
off [from competition] until con-
ference." 

Freshman Luke Stadel con-
tinued to show improvement at 
Pomona-Pitzer with a discus toss 
of 160-0 and a shot put throw of 
46-1 3/4. 

" [ S t a d e l ] se t a p e r s o n a l 
record in the discus by throw-
ing 160 feet," Warren said. "That 
throw qualified him for the Jun-
ior National Track and Field 
Championships to be held the 
week after the NCAA Champi-
onships." 

After this weekend of com-
petition at home, the Owls will 
travel to the Texas A&M All-
Comers meet May 8 as a tune 
up for the WAC Outdoor Cham-
pionships in El Paso May 11-14. 

Rice's regional qualifying run-
ners will head to the NCAA Re-
gional Championships May 30-31 
to attempt to earn a spot at the 
NCAA Outdoor Championship 
Meet held June 11-14. 

Owls hope to get back on track 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Mired in its seemingly annual 
late-April slump, the baseball team 
will try to right itself this weekend 
against Louisiana Tech University 
in its final series before a 10-day 
break for final exams. 

The teams squared off last night 
in the first game of the series, which 
continues tonight at 7 p.m. and to-
morrow at 2 p.m. at Reckling Park. 

Rice did win its weekend series 
against the University of Nevada, the 
chief challenger to die Owls in the 
Western Athletic Conference, but 
Sunday's 6-5 loss and a 9-5 setback 
Tuesday against Lamar University 
have the Owls reeling once again. 

In recent games, Rice's stellar 
pitching has not lived up to expecta-
tions, as the starting pitchers have 
been unable to maintain the season-
long trend of pitching deep into 
ballgames. Sophomore righthander 
Jeff Niemann was the only Owl 
starter to reach the sixth inning last 
week, running his consecutive score-
less inning streak to 29 1/3 with a 
complete-game shutout of the Wolf 
Pack. The 6-foot-9 Niemann was 5-1 
last year as Rice's fourth starter, but 
he has developed into an ace in 2003, 
tying North Carolina State's Vern 
Sterry with a 10-0 record, the best in 
the country. Ironically, head coach 
Wayne Graham said Lamar head 
coach Jim Gilligan helped Niemann 
..nprove in the offseason. 

"I'm very confident in what I do, 
but Lamar's Jim Gilligan is a friend 
of mine, and I've always thought he 
was a really good pitching coach," 
Graham said. "I'm the one that told 
Niemann he had to have a slider and 
that he had to take care of his body, 
but we needed some help with the 
arm action. [Gilligan] recommended 
a couple of things, and then [volun-
teer assistant coach] Zane [Curry 
(Baker '02)] worked on it, and 
[Curry]'s followed through with it." 

Graham said Niemann ' s arm 
movement is just one of several major 
offseason improvements. 

"He's improved his arm action, 
and he 's gotten in better shape, so his 
velocity has gone up," Graham said. 
"He always had pretty good control. 
Experience has obviously gone up, 
so every category has gone up." 

Niemann's shutout in Rice's 3-0 
win Saturday was not only the first of 
his career, but it allowed the 2003 
Owls to tie the school record with 

Better Ingredients. 
BetterPizza. 
Papa Johns 

Pizza Bucks 
now available in the 
Convenience Store! 

5814 Kirby 
In Rice Village 

<713)432-7272 

Late N i g h t 
Rice Special 

Large one topping pizza 
One two liter Coke" 

$8.99 
After 9 p.m. 

Rice Special 
Large one topping pizza 

One two liter Cokec"J 

$9.99 

We support Rice athletics. 

••• •'• V : • • ' . 
^ v, 

. • w ; • 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Junior third baseman Craig Stansberry throws out a runner on a spectacular 
barehanded play against Nevada Saturday at Reckling Park. 

their eighth shutout of the season, 
equaling the mark set by the 1981 
and 1984 teams. 

Rice's other pitchers have not been 
able to match Niemann's excellence. 
Every other pitcher has had at least 
one bad outing in the recent two-
week stretch that has seen the Owls' 
record drop from 33-1 to 37-7. Rice 
has dropped from the unanimous 
choice as the top-ranked team in the 
nation to the third-ranked team in 
three of the four polls. 

Senior catcher Justin Ruchti said 
the bad outings happened to hit the 
Rice pitching staff at the same time. 

"I think our pitchers, like every-
one else, are mortal," Ruchti said. 
"Every once in a while, no matter 
how good your stuff is, somebody's 
going to hit it. You can't be perfect 
all the time. I think we've been a 
little spoiled with how good our 
pitching has been." 

The team ERA, still ranked fourth 
nationally, has increased from 2.16 
on April 9 to 2.55 after Tuesday's 
loss. Rice led the nation in ERA last 
season with a 2.79 mark. 

Ruchti said the series against Li. 
Tech is a chance to break out of the 
recent slump. 

"[The key] is just to put what's 
happened these last couple weeks 
behind us and not worry about what 
the polls say," Ruchti said. "I still 
think we're one of the better teams 
in the nation, [so we'll] come out and 
try to t ake all t h r e e f rom 
La. Tech — these are important 
games for us." 

The Bulldogs are 13-24-1 on the 
season and are currently fifth in the 
six-team WAC with a 6-12 confer-
ence record. 

"They're not having a good year, 
but they ' r e d a n g e r o u s because 
they've got four pitchers who throw 
well," Graham said. "They also have 
decent players — their shortstop is 
one of the best in the league. I guar-
antee you they're as good as Sam 
Houston State, and [Sam Houston 
beat us] 8-1." 

Rice swept I>a. Tech March 7-9 in 
Ruston, I.a., but the first two games 
were close encounters before a Sun-
day blowout. The Owls have won 17 
consecutive WAC series following 
last weekend against Nevada. 

Although sophomore righthander 

Philip Humber did not last long Fri-
day night, freshman lefthander Colin 
Matheny and sophomore righthander 
W a d e T o w n s e n d combined for 
6 1 / 3 innings of four-hit relief, giving 
up no earned runs and striking out 10 
batters. Matheny got his second ca-
reer win, and Townsend earned his 
fourth save of the season. 

The Owl bats woke up in the sixth 
and seventh innings to score seven 
runs, rallying from a 4-3 deficit for a 
10-5 win. Senior designated hitter 
Dane Bubela had a career-high four 
hits in the win. After Niemann pow-
ered Saturday's win, Sunday's 6-5 loss 
was especially painful. 

Senior righthander Steven Herce, 
still recovering from shoulder sore-
ness that caused him to miss the first 
half of the season, could not hold a 
5-3 lead in a turbulent seventh inning. 
Herce was replaced after walking in 
the tying run on a con ten t ious 
3-2 pitch before being ejected by 
home plate umpire Steve Mattingly 
for arguing from the dugout. 

Wolf Pack second baseman Ryan 
Strain caused some controversy by 
allowing himself to be hit by a Herce 
pitch that just missed the inside 
corner, incensing the entire Rice 
dugout. Nevada reliever Zachary 
Basch was masterful to earn the 
victory, allowing just one hit in the 
final five innings. 

"I didn ' t th ink [Herce] ever 
p i t ched bad ly , " G r a h a m said . 
"Things went haywire when he hit 
[Strain] in [his] second inning. I'm 
determined that as long as [Herce] 
is motivated, and his arm doesn't 
hurt, that if he comes all the way 
back, we're much better." 

The Owls can hope that things 
came full circle Tuesday night, as a 
charged-up I^amar team beat Rice 
9-5 in Beaumont 13 days after the 
Cardinals ended the Owls' 30-game 
winning streak at Reckling Park. 

"It just seems like nothing really 
is clicking right now," Ruchti said. "I 
think [Lamar is] one of the better 
teams we've played. [The Cardinals] 
have a good lineup, and they have 
solid pitching, and the way that they 
play us is they usually mix the pitch-
ers up quite a bit. I think they found 
a couple guys who were effective 
and stuck with them, and we didn't 
make many adjustments." 

LOVING CREATOR 

UNFOLDING RELIGION 

HUMAN FAMILY 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
april 18-22 

BASEBALL 

RICE 5 LAMAR 9 

1 2 0 

Rice (37-7) 

Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Jorgensencf 5 0 0 0 
Kolkhorst If 5 1 2 0 
Cruz 2b 5 
Sinisi l b 3 1 
Stansbrry3b 2 2 
Davis rf 4 0 
Janish ss 3 0 
Blackinton dh 2 0 
Bubela dh 2 0 

Ruchti c 4 0 

0 1 
1 0 
1 1 

1 2 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 

Totals 3 5 5 9 4 

Lamar (28-12) 
Name (pos) AB 

Stanton cf 5 
Gray ss 
Foster If 
Finan 3b 
Pirkle l b 
Allen dh 
Bevilacquac 
Huff 2b 
Jensen rf 
Winn ph rf 
Craigen rf 
Totals 

H Bl 

2 1 

0 0 
3 0 

9 12 

Score by inning 

Rice 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 
Lamar 2 1 0 5 0 1 00X 

R H E 
5 9 1 
9 12 1 

E — Davis (3), Prikle (5); DP — Lamar 1; LOB — Rice 
7. Lamar 7; 2B — Cruz (13), Janish (5). Gray (11), 
Finan (7); 3B — Stanton (2); HR — Foster (4); HBP 

— Stansberry; SH — Huff 2 (2); SF — Sinisi (2); SB 
— Davis (4) 

Rice 

Townsend 
Matheny L, 2-1 
Pendleton 
Ueckert 
Aardsma 
Lamar 

Delarge 
Ion W. 3 1 
Stutes 
Talamantez 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit . 
1.2 5 
2 . 1 3 
1.2 2 

1.11 
1 1 
IP H 

3 .2 7 
2 0 

2 .1 1 
1 1 

10 45 
13 46 
7 34 
5 19 
5 2 1 

ER BB SO BF Pit . 
2 0 2 17 58 
0 1 0 8 21 
0 1 5 10 47 
0 0 0 4 7 

WP — Aardsma (3), Talamantez (1); BK — Ueckert 
(1); PB — Bevilacqua (1). 

Attendance — 1 , 4 0 6 

NEVADA 6 RICE 5 

Nevada ( 2 1 1 8 . 
Name (pos) AB 

Strain 2b 3 
Hayes c 3 
Kouzmnff 3b 4 
Streelman l b 4 
Gimenez If 4 
Hass rf 4 
Cppuccil l idh 3 
Butler dh 1 

Dickerson cf 4 
Pullins ss 4 
Totals 34 

10-4) 
R H Bl 

0 1 0 
0 2 2 
1 1 1 
0 0 0 
1 1 1 
O i l 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
2 3 1 
2 3 0 
6 12 6 

Rice (37-6, 1 6 2) 
Name (pos) AB R 

Kolkhorst If 4 2 
Bubela dh 5 1 
Sinisi l b 4 0 
Davis rf 4 0 
Stansbrry 3b 4 0 
Cruz 2b 3 
Janish ss 4 
Jorgensen cf 4 
Ruchti c 2 
Pendleton ph 1 0 0 0 

Totals 35 5 8 4 

H 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

0 0 0 
1 1 1 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 

Score by Inning R H E 

Nevada 0 1 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 — 6 12 2 
Rice 003 0 2 0 0 0 0 — 5 8 0 

E — Strain (5), Pullins (9); DP — Nevada 1: LOB — 
Nevada 9, Rice 6; 2B — Hayes (10), Kolkhorst (9), 
Bubela (8); HR — Janish (2); HBP Strain; SH — 
Hass (1); SF Hayes (3), Kouzmanoff (2); CS — 
Hayes (4), Sinisi (4). 

Nevada 
Bonine 
Johnson 
Basch W. 1-3 
Rice 
Baker 

Herce L. 0 2 
Aardsma 

IP H 
4 5 

0 2 
5 1 
IP H 
5 7 
1.2 2 

ER BB SO BF Pit. 

5 3 3 2 0 8 2 
0 0 0 2 8 
0 0 5 16 54 

ER BB SO BF Pi t . 

3 2 3 22 79 
3 2 2 10 37 
0 0 1 10 37 

WP— Johnson (1), Herce (3). 

Attendance — 2 ,313 

NEVADA 0 RICE 3 

Nevada (20-18, 
Name (pot) AB 
Pullins 2b-ss 4 
Hass rf 3 
Gazerro rf l 

Hayes c 4 
Kouzmnff 3b 4 
Streelman l b 4 
Gimenez If 2 
Butler dh 4 
Dickerson cf 2 
Marical ss 2 
Strain ph 2b 1 

Totals 3 1 

9-4) 
R H Bl 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 6 0 

Rice (37-5, 16-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst If 4 
Bubela dh 3 
Sinisi l b 4 
Davis rf 4 
Stansbrry 3b 4 
Cruz 2b 4 
Janish ss 4 
Jorgensencf 3 

2 2 

Ruchti c 

Totals 

3 0 

33 3 11 3 

Score by Inning R H E 
Nevada 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 — 0 6 0 
Rice 000 110 01X — 3 H i 

E — Janish (7); DP — Nevada 1, Rice 2; LOB — 
Nevada 8, Rice 7; 2B — Kouzmanoff (7); HBP — 
Gimenez 2, Bubela; SH — Dickerson (2); SB— Sinisi 
2 (10), Jorgensen (17); CS — Davis (2). 

Nevada 
Sherman L, 5-4 
Rice 

Niemann W, 10 0 

WP— Sherman (5). 

Attendance — 3,314 

NEVADA 5 RICE 10 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pi t . 

8 1 1 3 3 0 3 3 4 1 0 2 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit . 
9 6 0 0 1 8 3 5 1 0 9 

Nevada (20-17, 
Name (pos) AB 
Strain 2b 3 
Hayes c-lf 3 
Kouzmnff 3b 5 
Streelman l b 3 
Cappucil l idh 4 

Butler dh 
Hass rf 
Gimenez If c 
Dickerson cf 
Marcial ss 
Pullins ss 

Totals 

9-3) 
R H Bl 

1 0 
1 0 
0 1 
1 0 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
2 2 
1 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
5 8 3 

Rice (36-5, 15-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst If 
Bubela dh 
Sinisi l b 
Davis rf 

3 2 
1 4 
0 2 
1 1 

Stansbrry 3b 4 0 0 
Cruz 2b 
Janish ss 
Jorgensen cf 
Blackinton c 
Ueckert ph 
Ruchti c 
Totals 

2 2 
2 2 
1 2 
0 0 0 

1 0 0 
0 0 0 

3 7 1 0 1 5 8 

Score by Inning R H E 
Nevada 004 0 0 0 0 1 0 — 5 8 1 
Rice 0 1 2 003 40X — 10 15 3 

E — Hayes (3), Stansberry (4), Cruz (5), Blackinton 
(2); DP — Nevada 1; LOB — Nevada 10, Rice 9 ; 2B 
— Streelman (3), Hass (6), Bubela (7), Cruz (12); 
3B — Gimenez(1); HBP — Hayes, Streelman; SH — 
Ruchti (2); SB — Bubela (4), Jorgensen (16). 

Nevada 
Miramontes L, 7-2 
Gilbertson 
Sutton 
Cummings 
Rice 
Humber 
Matheny W, 2-0 
Townsend S, 4 

IP H 
5.2 8 
0 1 

0 .2 6 
1 . 2 0 
IP H 

2.2 4 
3 .1 1 
3 3 

WP — Gilbertson 2 (5), Sutton (1), Humber 2 (4), 
Townsend (3). 

Attendance — 3 ,103 

MEN S TENNIS 

LAMAR 0 RICE 5 

SMU 1 RICE 6 

^ lllf > ;| / 

Women head to Drake Relays 

ER BB SO BF Pi t . 
5 3 3 28 9 1 
0 2 0 3 19 
4 0 0 8 34 
0 0 0 4 16 

ER BB SO BF Pit . 
4 3 4 16 62 
0 0 2 1 1 39 
0 2 8 15 6 2 

Singles 

1. Haerle (RU) vs. Paulsen (LU), did not f inish 
2. Rajevac (RU) d. Murisc (LU) 6-1, 6-3 
3. Jackson (RU) d. Kath (LU) 6-3, 7-5 
4. Gabriel (RU) d. Guerrero (LU) 6-4, 6-2 
5. Morita (RU) d. Oliver (LU) 6-2, 6-0 
6. Qamer (RU) d. Alatorre (LU) 6-4, 6-4 

Doubles 

1. R.Barker/W.Barker(RU)d. Brunstrom/Soderberg 
(SMU) 8-4 
2. Haerle/Searle (RU) d. Cohn, Mauck (SMU) 8-4 
3. Chingoka/Oredsson (SMU) d. Jackson/Mathaes 
(RU) 9-8 

Singles 

1. R. Barker (RU) d. Chingoka (SMU) 7-5, 6-4 
2. W. Barker (RU)d. Brunstrom (SMU) 7-5, 7-6 
3. Searle (RU) d. Soderberg (SMU) 6-2, 5-7, 6-4 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Mauck (SMU) 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 
5. Rudzinski (SMU) d. Jackson (RU) 2 6, 6-1, 6-2 
6. Gabriel (RU) d. Oredsson (SMU) 6-4. 2-6, 6-3 

TRACK, from Page 11 
w e e k e n d s , " a s s i s t an t c o a c h J i m 
Bevan said. "At Mt. SAC, eight run-
ne r s out of the 12 r u n n e r s who went 
set lifetime bests ." 

Sen ior Alice Fauaye leaned 20-
1 / 4 in the long j u m p to p lace u in th 
in t h e long j u m p invitational com-
pet i t ion. 

"[Falaiye] was jumping against 
headwinds in two jumps ," Bevan 
said. "Her marks weren ' t what she 
wanted but the weather was close to 
perfect for everybody else." 

J u n i o r Keia Wa tk in s took sec-
ond in the 400-meter da sh open 
even t and regional ly qual i f ied for 
t h e NCAA Regionals by finishing 
in 54.13. Senior Allison Beckfo rd 
set t h e top t ime in t h e W e s t e r n 
Athle t ic C o n f e r e n c e th i s s e a s o n 
with h e r second-place finish in t h e 
400-meter invitational. T h e re ign-
i n g N C A A 4 0 0 - m e t e r d a s h 
c h a m p i o n ' s t ime of 51.69 was only 
o n e - h u n d r e d t h of a second beh ind 
Hazel-Ann Regis of Louisiana Sta te 
Univers i ty . 

"It was a tough race," Beckford 
said. "It was tough to prepare men-
tally. A girl running on the inside 
caugh t me in the first 50 meters , 
then a girl on the outside sneaked in. 
It was my first 400-meter race of the 
season, and I was happy with my 
time. I opened with a good t ime this 
year, which is a good sign." 

F r e s h m a n F u n m i J i m o h nar-

rowly m i s s e d a reg iona l -qua l i fy ing 
m a r k in t h e 100-meter h u r d l e s . H e r 
11th place finish w a s only four-
h u n d r e d t h s off of a spot at t h e re-
g iona l m e e t . 

F r e s h m a n M e g a n Sand le r re-
co rded h e r fastest t ime of t h e sea-
son in the 800-meter run by finish-
ing 12th in 2:10.86. F r e s h m a n Kate 
Gorry completed the 5,000-meter run 
in 17:13.23, while senior S u m m e r 
Bell took fifth in the 10,000-meter 
run in 35:35.32. 

7 opened with a good 
time this year, which is 
a good sign 

— Allison Beckford 
Senior track and field athlete 

T h i s w e e k e n d t h e O w l s will 
travel to the D r a k e Relays in D e s 
Moines , Iowa. T h e Relays a re typi-
cally cons ide red to be o n e of the 
b igges t ou tdoo r national m e e t s of 
t h e year . 

"The Drake Relays has been sold 
out for 38 yea r s in a row," Bevan 
said. "We have had good perfor-
m a n c e s at the mee t for the past two 
yea r s and we want to try to cont inue 
to improve this year." 

PLAYBOY'S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Ml 
V 

T u r c p a b p i i • 
I V I E O L H n v n 

STARTS HERE 
Are you a Marilyn in the making? A prospective W f \ \ 
Pamela? An up-and-coming Jenny McCarthy? j 
PLAYBOY'S photographers are coming to JULIAN'S I / v f a f U j L 
May 7-9. Show us what you've got and you could 1 / / ^ . \ 
be P L A Y B O Y ' S 50th ANNIVERSARY PLAYMATE. 1 C X f ^ \ J 

And you'll be $50,000 richer. \ A 
If modeling isn't for you. but you know someone who \ w 
fits the bill, you could win a $5,000 finder's fee for V ' * / 5 | » | | t * i ^ / 
introducing her to us. To make an appointment or for 

more information, call 877.777.1953. .. . . 

Marq*E Entertainment Center HOUSTON 713.263.0303 
i m o ) P l a \ b n v P I . A Y B O Y . K V B B I ' I I I K A 1 ) I ) I S I < I N a n d P I \ \ M A I K a r e m a r k s o f P l n \ h m a n i l us»'<l w i t h p e r m i s s i o n . 
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f Jesus said, "1 am the resurrection and the fife; he who beCieves in 
me wiff five even if he dies." John 11:25 

Jesus said, "1 am the way, and the truth, and the fife; no one 
comes to the "Father But through me" John 14:6 

'And there is saCvation in no one eCse;for there is no other name 
under heaven that has Seen given among men by which we must be 

saved. 'Acts 4:12 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of (god, §od abides in him, 
and he in Qod 1 John 4:15 

T'hese are written that you may beCieve that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of (god, and that by believing you may have Cife in his 

name. John 20:31 

Tor §od so Coved the worCd, that he gave his onfy beaotten Son, 
that whosoever beCieves in him shaCCnot perish, hut nave eternaC 

Cife. John 3:16 

Shannon W. Anderson, Jones Graduate School 
Joyce Bald, French Studies & Classical Studies 
Teresa Blumentritt, Controller s Office 
Celeste Boudreaux, Human Resources 
Robert Byrd, Facilities & Engineering 
Umbe Cantu, Rice Space Institute 
Robert (Corky) Cartwright, Computer Science 
John W. Clark, Jr., Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Dwight Dear, Research Support Shop 
Jan de Chambrier, Shepherd School of Music 
Louis R DeLaura, School of Architecture 

Michael Emerson, Sociology 
Terrence L. Graham, Information Technology 
Julie Griswold, Athletics 
Frank Jones, Mathematics 
Hans Krause, Information Technology 
Rose Landry, Controller s Office 
Trish Leggett, Rice Alliance 
Larry Miggins, Facilities & Engineering 
Sandy Mitchell, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
James Tour, Chemistry 
John & Judy Van Wagoner, Earth Science 
John Windham, Facilities and Engineering 
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FRIDAY 

No I will not make 
out with you! Did ya hear that? 
This girl wants to make out 
with me in the middle of class! 
You got Chlorophyll Man up 
there talking about God-knows-
what and all she can talk about 
is making out with me. I'm here 
to learn, everybody, not to 
make out with you! Go on with 
the chlorophyll! 

Today is the final clay of classes 
for the Spring 2003 semester. It 
is also the last day for January 
2003 undergraduate student 
matriculants to drop a class. To 
do so, go to the Registrar's 
Office by 5 p.m. 

You know I like that Snack 
Pack, why can't you just give 
me a Snack Pack?! 

There is a science and 
engineering ice cream social 
being held today from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. in the Engineering 
Quad. 

If peeing your pants is cool, 
consider me Miles Davis. 

The Rice Jazz Ensemble 
presents the 10th Annual I^tin 
Jazz Concert in the Ray 
Courtyard of the Rice Memorial 
Center from 4 to 6 p.m. The 
event is sponsored by the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs. 

Shampoo is better! I go on first 
and clean the hair! Conditioner 
is better! I leave the hair silky 
and smooth! 

Cure (Kyua), directed by 
Kiyoshi Kurosawa, will be 
shown tonight through Sunday 
at 8 p.m. in the Rice Media 
Center. The movie is in 
Japanese with English 
subtitles. For more information, 
visit ricecinema.rice.edu. 

That Veronica Vaughn is one 
piece of ace. I know from 
experience, dude, if you know 
what I mean. 

The three north colleges are 
hosting a "Menage a Trois" 
party tonight on the Martel 
College Rotunda from 10 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. Come over and 
celebrate the last day of classes 
Marownes style. 

Hey, you wanna feed that 
donkey some beer? Get it all 
messed up? 

Baker College is holding its 
Margaritaville party tonight 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the 
Baker College parking lot. 
Don't miss the wet t-shirt 
contest at 11:30 p.m. (First 
place is a $25 gift certificate.) 

SUNDAY 

Have some more 
Sloppy Joes! I made em extra 
sloppy for yas, cause I know 
how you kids like 'em sloppy! 

The 2003 Gillis-Camacho 
"Sunday Comics" Study Break 
will be held from 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
in the Ley Student Center. Hie 
student-directed movie The 
Gentleman premieres tonight at 
9:30 p.m. in Kelley I>ounge at 
the study break. Admission is 
free. For more information visit 
www.julietam. com/ 
thegcntleman.html 

MONDAY 

staff, administration and friends 
will take place in the foyer of 
the Alice Pratt Brown Hall at 
9:30 p.m. At 10:15 p.m., there 
will be a fireworks display in 
the stadium parking lot. 

SATURDAY 

At no point in your 
rambling, Incoherent response 
were you even close to any-
thing that could be considered 
a rational thought. 

The last Rice Music Show of 
the semester will be held today 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Tune into 
KTRU 91.7 FM (91.5 FM on 
campus) or listen on the web at 
wuiw.ktru.org to hear music 
from Rice students, faculty, 
staff and alumni. Contact 
natilee@ktru.org for more 
information. 

I drew the duck blue because I 
have never seen a blue duck, 
and quite frankly, I wanted to 
see a blue duck. 

"Parade: An Exhibition," the 
architecture student show, will 
be presented by the 
architecture students tonight at 
7:30 p.m. in Farish Gallery in 
Anderson Hall. The show 
continues from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 29th and 
Wednesday, April 30th. 

I'll tell you who it was, it was 
that damned Sasquatch. 

The student directed movie The 
Gentleman will be shown 
tonight from 8 to 10 p.m. in the 
Jones College Commons. This 
is the second showing, and 
there will be an additional 
behind-the-scenes 
documentary and free food. For 
more information visit 
www.julietam.com/ 
thegentleman.html 

WEDNESDAY m 

Any attempt to cheat, 
especially with my wife, who is 
a dirty, dirty, tramp, and I am 
just gonna snap. 

Today is the last day of finals. 
Any other work due for the 
semester also needs 
to be in by 5 p.m. (Congrats, 
you're free!) 

FRIDAY 

When I graduated 
from first grade, all my dad did 
was tell me to get a job. 

The Phi Beta Kappa initiation 
and the presentation of the Phi 
Beta Kappa Teaching prize will 
be held today in Hamman Hall. 
The ceremony will be held 
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. 

Billy passed the first grade, oh 
what a glorious day 

The Class of 2003 Convocation 
for all degree candidates and 
guests and the Shepherd 
School of Music Presidential 
Concert will take place from 
7:45 to 9:30 p.m. 'Hie events will 
be held in Stude Concert Hall 
in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

O'Doyle, I've got a feeling your 
whole family's going down. 

The Presidential Reception for 
students, their guests, faculty, 

£0 Stay here! Stay here 
as long as you can! For the love 
of God, cherish i t . . . you have 
to cherish i t . . . 

The 90th Commencement 
commences today at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Academic Quadrangle. 
It will last until about 11:30 
a.m., and the speaker will be 
Shannon Lucid, NASA's senior 
female astronaut. Following 
Commencement will be 
receptions for undergraduate 
degree recipients and their 
guests in the residential 
colleges. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 

available on the Thresher office 

door. 

Submissions are printed on a 

space-available basis. 

Get a Life!! 
come join us... 

Join a group of men and 

women for a weekend of 

presentations, group 

discussions, private 

consultations and prayer to 

find out what it 's like to be a 

Catholic priest, sister, or 

brother. 

The program explores the 

rewards and obligations that 

go with religious life. It is 

designed to help you make 

a more intelligent choice of 

your vocation, whatever it 

mitzht be. 

Single Adults Ages 20-45 
July 18, 19, 20, 2003 

Join us on... 

Friday evening through Sunday lunch 

Life Awareness 
Holy Name Retreat Center 

430 Bunker Hill Road 
Houston, Texas 77024 

For More Information, 
contact: 

Joe DiLeo: ( 7 1 3 ) 4 6 4 - 0 1 7 0 

Joe I vers: (281) 870-8829 

Holy Name Retreat Center 
(713)464-0211 

PRESENT CARD FOR 10% DISCOUNT j j 

<cHav£ tfoux SHEEPSKIN iv/.foma EXPERTLY flamed 

By 

E L L H A U S E N ' S 

CUSTOM FRAME & ART GALLERY, INC 
O V E R H A L F A C E N T U R Y I N H O U S T O N 

Fine Art Prints Gifts Photo Frames 

f 2425 RICE BLVD. 524-7402 

IN THE VILLAGE 

/Ti 
(Pr 

The 
Princeton 

Review 

ClassSize-8 GMAT 
Classes Start April 24th! 

Maximum of eight students in a class 

Expertenthusiastic instructors 

Free extra help with your instructor 

Guaranteed satisfaction 

Space is limited. Call now to enroll. 

www.PrincetonReview.com | 800-2Review 

GMAT is a reg is tered t rademark of t he Graduate M a n a g e m e n t A d m i s s i o n Counc i l (GMAC) 
The Pr inceton Heview is no t af f i l ia ted w i t h Pr inceton Univers i ty or G M A C 

Looking to solve the 
auto transport problem? 

Call CS!for: 
• F r i e n d l y 

• H o n e s t 

• R e l i a b l e 

• E x p e r i e n c e P e r s o n n e l 

Mention our University Discount 

Car-go Specialists, Inc. 
713.453.0205 
888.453.4884 

www.csiautotransport.com 

JOB POSTING: We need DYNAMIC and ENERGETIC people I 
[ to teach ANIMATED classes. (An interest in ACTING a plus.) a 

I Pay rate: $18 to $30 per hour. Call 832-419-7104 for more info, i 

http://www.julietam
mailto:natilee@ktru.org
http://www.julietam.com/
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.PrincetonReview.com
http://www.csiautotransport.com
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Backpage Sells Out to Multinational Corporation 
We here at the Backpage know the value of a dollar. That's why when we were offered 200 of them plus a lifetime 
supply of Windex for the complete creative control and managing rights of our humble little comedy page, our only 
question was where to sign. Handing the whole thing over to shady businessmen? Why not. Changing the format from 
comedy to right wing political propaganda? No problem! And so for your enjoyment, here is the debut edition of the 
Backpage: Multinational-Corporation Style. Bask in the glory of big business and conservative politics. 

7In Tlddress from t f i e OCew Owner of t f i e J ^ a c f p a y e 

TRUST US: 

W a r i s D ' u n 

; 
£ " .iM 

Hello Backpage Readers, 
My name is Roosevelt Gibbons III, CEO of 

OrgoCorp (the world's largest multinational cor-
poration) and, as of today, the new owner of the 
Rice Thresher's Backpage. For those of you not 
familiar with OrgoCorp, our history dates back to 
the 1920s when my dear 
old granpappy Roosevelt 
Gibbons ran a small flower 
stand out of his basement. 
Dear old granpappy turned 
that little flower stand into 
the largest flower shop 
chain in all of western 
North Dakota. I like to be-
lieve that OrgoCorp shares 
the same values and exem-
plary customer service that 
my granpappy embodied 
and puts it to use in our 
modern day businesses, 
consisting mainly of manu-
facturing chemical weap-
ons for rogue terrorist or-
ganizations and selling 
hardcore child pornography (and I'm talking real 
children, not that fake stuff you get on the Internet). 

So why would a corporation that's worth several 
billion dollars want to purchase the humor page of 
an obscure college out in the middle of hillybilly 
country? Well, we see the Backpage as a forum for 
reaching the youth of America and informing 
them about all the great new OrgoCorp products. 
What great products, you ask? Well, let me tell 
you! 

There 's the hilarious new comedy from 
OrgoCorp Pictures entitled Bringing Down the 
Kangaroo. It's the first film that finally answers 
the question: WTiat happens if you take every-

thing that people loved about Kangaroo Jack 
(i.e. the jive-talking kangaroo) and combine it 
with everything people loved from Bringing 
Down the House (i.e. the extremely racist por-
trayal of black America)? You get a movie where 
Steve Martin marries a kangaroo and gets kicked 

in the nuts a lot. 
From the OrgoCorp toy line 

comes an exciting new educational 
tool that no child should live with-
out: The Do-It-YourselfLive Monkey 
Experimentation Kit for Kids! You 
see, one day I decided to eat my 
lunch at OrgoCorp's monkey ex-
perimentation laboratory and I 
thought to myself, "Hey Roosevelt, 
do you think Lorenzo Lamas is re-
ally as good looking as everyone 
says he is?" Then I thought to my-
self, "Hey Roosevelt, don't you think 
little kids should get to experience 
the utter joy of tearing open a 
monkey's skull while it's still alive 
and delivering painful electric jolts 
to its brain?" Well, now they can! 

Each Monkey Experimentation Kit for Kids con-
tains seven live monkeys, one electro-shock hel-
met, a pair of rusty pliers and two specially de-
signed monkey butt-plugs. It's all the joy of abus-
ing monkeys without any of the pretense of work-
ing on a scientific discovery! 

Dear readers, this truly is a great time in 
Backpage history. I plan on seeing you all when 
the new issues hit the stands next September, 
except of course for those of you whom I plan on 
having executed, which is all of you. 

Sincerely, 
ft o o j e v e i t Q ibbowy III 

By Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
Syria, Syria...has the past month taught you 

nothing? We know you gave Saddam the night 
vision goggles, we know you're letting some of 
his buddies hole up inside your borders for a 
while, and we're pretty sure you'd go down faster i 
than an insecure drunk girl on Spring Break at 
Padre. But go ahead, piss us off. We'll fight you 
for fun. It'll be good sport for the soldiers who are 
bummed that Iraq was so easy. 

Or you could try to hide behind France's skirts ^ 
like you did in front of the UN Security Council, 
and see how far that gets you. Are you really 
going to trust an army whose frou-frou uniforms 
are straight out of Moulin Rouge, and whose lone 
aircraft carrier is made primarily of pipe cleaners 
and old issues of Le Monde? While you're at it, ( 
you might remind France that the only reason 
they're even on the Security Council is that we 
felt sorry for them after World War II. France did 
put up a good fight for the first 45 minutes or so, 
so we decided, 'What the heck? Let's let them in.' 
But we can take it away just as easily as we can i 
give you the Iraqi treatment. 

The same goes for you, Iran. Don't think we've 
forgotten you. Hell, your name is only one letter 
away. And North Korea, watch your ass. Seri-
ously, what member of the North Korean mili-
tary won't trade sides for a cup of rice and some ' 
two-ply Charmin? 

But I don't want the world at large to start 
worrying they're next on the list. Like, Mauritania 
or whatever. Just mind your business, do what 
we want and we'll let you see Christmas. What? 
You don't celebrate 
thought... 

Christmas? On second 

The Last Chance to Donate Your Eggs Before the End of the Semester Classifieds 
HOUSING 

GREAT SUMMER SUBLET.! $300 ne-
gotiable. Close to Rice. Fully furnished. 
AC, cable, pool, gym and covered park-
ing. Start May 1 or later! Two-bedroom, 
two-bath. Call (832) 244-3346. 

BOLSOVER TWO-BEDROOM classic 
duplexnextto Mudd, nanosciences. Large, 
light rooms, hardwoods, ceiling fans, all 
appliances, central AC and backyard. Avail-
ablejuly. Ideal forvisiting faculty, postdocs. 
$1,275 including water, laundry facilities. 
Contact kemmer@rice.edu. 

The Goose Would Like to 
Present: 

The Pub Rookie All-Stars 
2003 

Ladies: 
Daria Flores 
Liz Mims 6'7 

Mollie Peters 

Gents: 
Cordon DeKock 
Andrew Martinez 
Jon Schumann 

Ashley Pfefferkorn Lane Stafford 
Claire Pritchet|£jL Sam Symonds 

WILLY'S PUB 

QUIET ROOMMATE WANTED for 
large two-bedroom, two-bath apart-
ment with walk-in closets. River Oaks 
Area. Very secure, enclosed parking. 
Available June 1. $420 per month plus 
utilities. Call (713) 871-1116. 

MONTROSE SUMMER SUBLET. May 
4-Aug. 25. Five minutes from Rice. 
One room in a two-bedroom apartment. 
Hardwood floors, large common room 
and kitchen. Central air. Covered park-
ing and washer dryer in fourplex. Fully 
furnished. $412 per month. Contact 
Karim at (713) 410-8550. 

JUNE/JULYSUBLET. One room avail-
able in a 2 /2 furnished apartment on 
Vassar. Small complex with pool. Beau-
tiful neighborhood three minutes from 
school. Friendly roommate. $495 per 
month. Call (832) 215-6232 or e-mail 
erinw@rice. edu. 

HELP WANTED 

SUMMER FULL-TIME receptionist at 
Greenway Plaza location needed. 8a.m.-
5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Possible part-time flex 
hours during fall/spring. $8 per hour. 
Fax attention Lin (713) 523-3192. 

WANTED: COMPUTER SOFTWARF 
specialist to debug and modify soft 
ware, write programs and do internet 
research. $10-$50 per hour plus bo-
nuses for special projects. Call Joe 
Barnes at (2X1) 444-7444. 

WANTED: ENTHUSIASTIC student vol-
unteer to be assistant coach for Rice 
University's new youth basketball team. 
Must have lots of energy and be good with 
junior high kids. For info, contact Sean at 
(281) 639-6333 or sramey@rice.edu. 

PART-TIME CARE FOR 2-year-old boy 
June 2-Aug. needed. Pick up from 
school midday, drive to lessons, parents 
home by 6 p.m. 18-20 hours per week. 
Pay $2(X) per week. References and a cat-
are musts. Call (281) 989-3525. 

WESTU FAMILY SEEKS part/full-time 
student for summer assistant to run er-
rands, shop and do light cooking. Refer-
ences a must. No smokers. $10-$ 12 per 
hour. Send resume to (713) 533-5859 or 
pthoreen@thoreen. com. 

MARKETING COMPANY located in 
the Village seeks a part-time secretarial 
assistant. Work includes producing 
mailing labels, shipping orders, etc. Very 
flexible hours and great starting pay. 
Please respond via e-mail in confidence 
to employment@chasefinaHcial.org. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Rice 
University is looking for substitutes 
and afternoon assistants. Ideal for stu-
dents needing flexible hours. Summer 
employment available. Please call 
(713) 520-0738 and ask forTara 

BARISTAS NEEDED for busy Medical 
Center coffee house. Mon.-Fri. only, no 
nights orweekends. (ireat jay, tips, parking 
reimbursements and bonuses. Please call 
I isa at (904) 88r>-1692 or (713) 7950011. 

RELIANT ENERGY WELLNESS 
CENTER is looking for students ma-
joring in Kinesiology or a related field. 
You may apply for the fitness positions 
at www. reliantresources. com or fax your 
resume to (713) 497-9360. 

BARTENDER TRAINEES NEEDED. 
$250 a day potential. Ixjcal positions 
Call (800) 293-3985 ext. 155. 

RICKS CABARET. Waitresses needed. 
No experience necessary. Great money! 
Flexible hours! All shifts available at all 
locations. North: licit way Hat Imperial Val-
ley, Galleria: Richnw >nd at Bering Dr., Soutl i: 
145 at Dixie Farm Rd. Apply in person. 

.MISCELLANEOUS 

$3,500 FEE PAID TO EGG DONORS. 
"I lave a heart — give an egg." Give the 
gift of life to help infertile couples 
Reply to info@eggdonorccnter.com or 
(214) 503-6553. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36~70words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
priorto Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone:(713)348-3967 
Fax: (713)348-5238 \ t 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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