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S A presidential 
candidates debate 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Seven SA presidential candidates, 
the largest number in the past 25 
years, debated for almost two hours 
Tuesday. Student Association gen-
eral elections begin today at noon 
and end at noon Wednesday, and 
students can vote online at sa. rice. edu. 

Two referenda are also on the ballot. 
See Story, Page 8. Blurbs for all 
candidates in the General Election 

6 are on Pages 11-14. 

Candidates were Hanszen College 
sophomore Parisa Azamian; Wiess 
College senior Michael I>eggett and 
Wiess junior Bryan Debbink, run-
ning together; Will Rice College 

C sophomore Scott Selinger, running 
with Martel College junior Hubert 

Gorniak, who was not in attendance; 
Martel junior Anna Friedberg; Jones 
College junior Ashley Rodriguez; 
Lovett College sophomore William 
McKee; and Sid Richardson College 
junior Andy Weber. 

Each candidate gave a three-
minute opening statement and an-
swered four of eight questions posed 
by the moderators, Wiess junior 
Rachel Rustin, Thresher editor in 
chief; Will Rice junior Richard 
Adams, RBT station manager; and 
Wiess junior Amie Knieper, KTRU 
station manager. For each question, 
three or four candidates were ran-
domly chosen to answer. 

In their opening statements, the 
candidates spoke about their major 
goals. Azamian said she plans to 
facilitate better interaction among 
the colleges by organizing special 
events and hold monthly forums for 

See PRESIDENT, Page 7 
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Will Rice, will ...chug? 
Will Rice College junior Shay Har-Noy times Will Rice College freshman 
Katy Scarborough at Tuesday's chug practice in preparation for Beer-
Bike, to be held March 22. See Story, Page 8. 

Left to right: Wiess College junior Bryan Debbink, Wiess senior Michael Leggett, Hanszen College sophomore Parisa 
Azamian and Will Rice College sophomore Scott Selinger take part In Tuesday's Student Association Presidential 
debate. Candidates not pictured are Martel College junior Anna Friedberg, Martel junior Hubert Gorniak, Lovett 
College sophomore William McKee and Sid Richardson College junior Andy Weber. 

President will move off campus 
by Rachel Rustin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

There 's another Wiess House in 
Rice's future. 

Instead of living in Ralph S. 
O ' C o n n o r H o u s e , P r e s i d e n t 
Malcolm Gillis' residence, the next 
Rice president will move into an off-
campus Wiess House, located at 
the corner of Sunset Blvd. and 
Main St., according to a Wednes-
day press release. 

Renovations to the house should 
be completed by July 1, 2004, when 

the next university president takes 
over. 

The house was donated by Olga 
Keith Wiess, widow of Harry Wiess, 
in 1974, but has remained vacant 
because deed restrictions in the 
neighborhood require the property 
to be used as a single-family dwell-
ing. 

According to the press release, 
O'Connor House will be renovated 
and "an evaluation of options is 
underway." 

Vice President of Finance and 
Administration Dean Currie said his 

department facilitates asscssment of 
space on campus, and Director of 
Project Management Barbara Whi ie 
will sort through r eques t s f rom 
groups interested in using the space. 

"We've s tar ted the p roces s , " 
Currie said. "It is not one of those 
projects with massive urgency." 

The press release states the space 
might be used as a welcome and 
outreach center for prospective stu-
dents, alumni and other campus visi-
tors. 

Vice President for Enrollment 
See HOUSE. Page 9 

Honor council finalizes changes 
by Rachel Rustin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL SI AIT 

The Honor Council approved fi-
nal wording on a proposal to change 
its constitution and the appeals pro-
cess Wednesday. 

The changes create a board, con-
sisting of the assistant dean for Stu-
dent Judicial Programs and two fac-
ulty members , to handle the first 
level of appeals, clarify the purpose 
of appeals and specify what those 
involved in the appeals process can 
and cannot do. 

The proposal states that the "pur-
pose of the appeals process is nei-

ther to determine whether a student 
violated the Honor Code nor to de-
termine what the appropriate pen-
alty for such a violation should be." 

Under the new plan, all levels of 
appeals would be restricted to con-
sideration of procedural errors, new 
evidence or potential biases in the 
initial decision. 

The appeals panel could choose 
to uphold the council's decision, send 
the case back to the council for a 
rehear ing or r ecommend to the 
president that the decision be re-
versed. Shreffler said the council 
would like to let the faculty deter-
mine which faculty members would 

sit on the board. 
The president could reverse the 

counc i l ' s dec is ion , upho ld the 
council's decision or send it back for 
a rehearing. 

In addition, the appellant could 
request that any information that 
might reveal the identity of students 
involved be removed by the assis-
tant dean for Student Judicial Pro-
grams before the appeal is submit-
ted to the appeals panel. 

Constitutional amendments , as 
delineated in the Honor Council con-
stitution, must be approved by a 
three-fourths majority of the coun-

See HONOR. Page 9 

Committee decides on distribution 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The University Standing Committee on the 
Undergraduate Curriculum has made a rec-
ommendation to Faculty Council regarding 
distribution requirements for the 2002-'03 
General Announcements, although details of 
the recommendation are not yet public. 

CUC Chair James Pomerantz declined to 
comment on the details of the committee's 
recommendation and said he would wait until 
the Faculty Council had responded to the 
committee's recommendation. 

"We reached a decision on a recommenda-
tion, which has been forwarded to the Faculty 
Council and the provost," Pomerantz, a psy-

See DISTRIBUTION, Page 8 

• University plans terror response 
by Ian Everhart 

THRESHER STAFF 

Rice's Crisis Management I earn is ready 
^ to deal with a potential terrorist attack and its 

psychological aftermath on the Rice campus, 
officials said. 

Assistant to the President Mark Scheid said 
the team has met with many campus groups 
since the national terrorism alert level was 
raised to "Code Orange" two weeks ago, but no 

M major security procedures have been changed. 

TheCMT wasworkingonanumberof "what-
if' scenarios even before the attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, and the terrorist attacks only reinforced 
the need to continue planning, Scheid said. 

Scheid said a direct attack on the Rice 
campus is unlikely. 

"We're not on anybody's bad list, and we 
don't make a particularly good symbol for 
anybody to attack in order to send a mes-
sage," he said. 

A more visible target is the nearby Texas 
See TERROR, Page 5 

INSIDE 

A Vision of the future 
This weekend is Vision Weekend, a 

mini-Owl Weekend for applicants who 
are from an under-represented minority 
group. 

We look forward to welcoming this 
weekend 's prospective students again 
in August as members of the Class of 
2007. 

Sign-up to reach out 
Students can sign-up for Rice Student 

Volunteer Program's March 1 Outreach 
Day at http://www.rufrice.edu/~rsvp/or 
with college RSVP representatives. The 
deadline to sign-up is Tuesday. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Thunderstorms, 52-66 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 48-65 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 43-69 degrees 

OPINION Page 3 
Senate needs experience 

A&E Page 15 
'Russian Ark' breathtaking 

SPORTS Page 17 
Beckford qualifies for NCAA meet 

SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

Sophomore shortstop Paul Janish is beaned 
in Rice's 10-5 win over Texas A&M Friday 
at Minute Maid Park. See Story, Page 17. 

http://www.rufrice.edu/~rsvp/or
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Voting intelligently 
Although we won't tell you which presidential candidate to 

vote for, we do have a modest election wish list for those who 
will be voting today through Wednesday (and please do vote). 

First, we encourage voters to make the most of the prefer-
ential voting system by ranking all of the candidates. With six 
choices for president, effectively employed preferential voting 
will be the only way to statistically select a candidate the 
majority of students feel positively about 

Second, we urge students to vote for the SA resolution to 
increase Beer-Bike funding. Yes, there's a fee increase in-
volved, but decreasing sponsorship of the event (partly tied 
to a struggling economy) means more money is needed to 
keep Rice's treasured tradition comfortably alive. Besides, 
it's only $2. 

Finally, students should adopt University Blue's new consti-
tution because it requires its editor to be elected by the student 
body. Campus-wide elections should be the norm for blanket-
tax organizations because such a policy encourages student 
involvement in important activities on campus and gives the 
student body a voice in how their money is spent. 

The SA has made voting very convenient, and you have 
nearly a week to vote. The decisions you make will affect how 
many campus issues are handled in the next year, and you 
can't complain next year if you don't voice your opinion now. 

Working to help the 
environment 

The Student Association's resolution on university environ-
mental policy is an important step toward making Rice less 
apathetic and more progressive in environmental issues. 

The resolution will form a new committee, composed of SA 
and Environmental Club members, to provide the university 
with a much needed central contact for environmental con-
cerns. In the past, for example, students have often wondered 
who to contact there aren't enough recycling bins at the 
residential colleges. The proposed committee would serve as 
a clearinghouse for such requests. 

In addition, the resolution's request for the formation of a 
University Standing Committee on Environmental Conserva-
tion and Sustainability, if honored, could mark a critical shift in 
Rice's attitude toward the environment. Students and admin-
istrative officials would be less likely to ignore environmental 
shortfalls on campus, and Rice would assume a more appropri-
ate leadership role among universities with respect to the 
environment. 

We are pleased the SA is concerned with this issue and is 
taking steps to make Rice more environmentally conscious. 
The environment is worth caring about, and we're glad many 
students do. We hope the administration can muster the same 
level of enthusiasm and commitment. 

Being whimsical 
It often seems that the Rice saying of work hard, play hard 

is limited to working hard on homework and playing hard at 
parties. Part of the Rice spunk, however, is coming up with new 
and different things to keep us entertained. 

A group at Will Rice College has done just that. 
Partially funded by Whimsy, the Will Rice committee that 

plans non-alcoholic social events for the college, the group has 
hosted camping trips, dodgeball games, four-square matches, 
midnight kickball, freeze tag, horseshoes and a multitude of 
other classic games. While the majority of those in attendance 
have been from Will Rice, the group has made an impressive 
effort to post fliers around campus to get a larger attendance. 
They are to be commended for coming up with the idea and 
taking the time to make it work. 

The organizers say that all they really want is for people to 
go out and play with them. That's what we want, too. So, when 
you see random signs around campus announcing times to 
play your favorite childhood games, go. You never know just 
what you might be missing. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher' 
editorial staff. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Foreign policy reflects 
superiority complex' 

To the editor: 
Raj Wahi side steps the impor-

tant issues regarding the United 
States' superiority complex in his 
article of Feb. 14 ("U.S. superiority 
complex incites tragedies"). Build-
ing tall skyscrapers and going into 
space are nothing more than mod-
ern-day pyramids, a way to preserve 
our country and culture with achieve-
ments that will hopefully stand the 
test of time. 

The real problem with a U.S. 
superiority complex is our increas-
ing involvement in touchy interna-
tional issues where we may not be 
justified in our actions. The most 
obvious current example is Iraq. 
There is no question that Saddam 
Hussein is a brutal dictator who 
should be taken down. But is it the 
United States' responsibility to do 
so? More importantly, President 
Bush is changing foreign policy by 
attempting to adopt a first-strike 
stance. Never before has the United 
States significantly used a preemp-
tive strike, and for good reason — 
by not striking first, we absolve our-
selves of any doubt as to the motives 
of our fight. 

But now that may change. Presi-
dent Bush's superiority complex 
concerning the United States' role 
in foreign affairs is leading us into 
frightening, dangerous and un-
charted waters. Yes, we have been 
involved in removing leaders we did 
not like before, but in most cases 
they were not international players, 
and the countries we entered had 
little effect on the international com-
munity. 

Now we are talking about taking 
out the leader of one of the more 
influential countries.of the world, in 
a war that will be. anything but quiet 
or isolated! in Saddam's .case, this 
may nofbe tk bad thing, but this"will 
open doors to responsibilities the 

..United States is not prepared to take 
on. In short, the United States should 
continue to serve as an international 
leader but temper its superiority 
complex with a reality check. 

David Axel 
Brown freshman 

Tuition increases may 
lead to lower rankings 
To the editor: 

Upon first glance at the headline 
that the tuition of ail returning stu-
dents was to increase 2.4 percent 
("Tuition indexing to end," Feb. 14), 
my initial reaction was to complain 
about the administration (keeping 
up with my Rice student duty to 
bitch and whine about everything), 
until I continued reading a couple of 
lines down and realized that our huge 
2.4 percent increase was a total of 
$400 per year. 

I hope that wc will not fill the 
Thresher inbox with complaints 

about how the Vice President for 
Finance and Administration Dean 
W. Curie is trying to screw us again, 
etc. But really, it's just $400. How-
ever, I do hope that the university 
will not in the future lure freshman 
students with "low" tuition packages, 
only to screw them the next year 
with something like a $4,000 tuition 
increase. 

The reason I am so concerned 
about this is because Rice is a very 
highly ranked school, due in large 
part to its very low tuition in com-
parison to other institutions of our 
academic caliber. If Rice tuition 
starts to rival the over-priced Ivy 
League schools, I can assure you 
our rankings will continue to drop, 
as they already have. 

When I first came here as a fresh-
man, Rice was the l l th-ranked 
school in the U.S. News & World 
Report survey. The latest issue now 
ranks us at 16th. This is not the right 
direction on the ladder. Whether 
you agree or not, rankings are im-
portant. It's a large part of the rea-
son I chose to come here, as it was 
for many of the other students. 

Two composites of the rankings 
are freshmen retention rate and over-
all value of the school in relation to 
tuition. If the yearly tuition increases 
become excessive, both the fresh-
men retention rate and the overall 
value will decrease, as will our rank-
ing. 

I hope Rice's currently presti-
gious reputation will continue well 
into the future. To give an example, 
the University of Houston was a 
somewhat reputable institution 40 
years ago. 

However, due to continuous mis-
management and poor decision-
making by the administration, UH is 
now a fourth-tier school that I, per-
sonally, would be ashamed to even 
admit that I attend. Many graduates 
from this time period will say the 
same. 

I am more than willing to pay 
i> 100 to maintain the Rice reputa-
tion. However, I will be very disap-
pointed if, when I am 60 years old, I 
can no longer display my big sheep-
skin proudly on my office wall. 

> Rene Javier Aninao 
Martel junior 

Vagina Monologues' 
lose original intentions 
To the editor: , 

I found the Vagina Monologues 
this year entertaining; however, I 
feel compelled to point out the ways 
in which this year's production was 
not in keeping with Eve Ensler's 
intentions. 

In particular, the role of a per-
former in the Monologues is not to 
act, but to interpret. That is why the 
cast last year read off note cards and 
wore street clothes instead of cos-
tumes. Under the direction of Sid 
senior Emily Gray, this year's cast 
seemed much less concerned with 
interpreting stories than with indi-

vidual performances— and by "per-
formances" I refer not only to acting 
itself but also to several staged or-
gasms. The audience definitely en-
joyed the superfluous "Yes, yes!" 
moments (I know the boy breathing 
heavily behind me sure did), but the 
"multiple orgasms" shifted empha-
sis from the stories themselves to 
the actresses moaning on stage. 

It wasn't just the show that repre-
sented how personality replaced in-
terpretation this year. The back 
pages of the program were filled 
with cast-members' stories about 
their arrival into womanhood. The 
stories had a definite, "I-can-get-
away-with-anything-because-I'm-
woman-talking-about-sex" feel. One 
particularly shocking one was about 
a girl losing her virginity. 

My reaction to the program, to 
the orgasms, to the pictures of our 
vaginas on the wall, to the director's 
noticeable failure to mention this 
year's charities, was, "What does 
any of this have to do with Eve 
Ensler's goal of stopping violence 
against women?" We should ask 
ourselves: Is the show (and more 
broadly, feminism) about being able 
to shout the f-word orgasmically on 
stage or a celebration of women's 
stories? 

Brooke Ixithrani 
Baker junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Le t te rs to the ed i to r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. edu. 
le t ters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. Rice students 
and alumni must include their 
college and year. 
• Let ters should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 348-4801 

sen t via emai l to or 
th resher@rice. edu. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. Non subscription 
rates: first copy free, second 
copy $5. 

Advertising 
m We accept display and 
classified advert isements . 
Please contact the Thresher 
for more information. 
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Guest column 

#Wanted: SA Senators with more experience 
ifou think the Student Associa- with most of the work. Having inex-
tion Senate doesn't do enough. Fine, perienced senators also makes the 

president's job harder. 
For most of this senate term, 

I've spent senator meet-
ings working less and 
explaining more. The 
meetings are more effec-
tive now that the sena-
tors are up to speed, but 
we can't implement a lot 
of new ideas with only a 
month left before 

gether a senate that will " changeover. 
®^et things done. Matt I don't mean to put 

But next time you start complain-
ing, remember that you elected the 
senators. You picked rep-
resenta t ives without 

w n u c h campus experi-
ence, and as a result, you 
don't see the results you'd 
like. College senator elec-
tions are coming up, so I 
suggest you stop your 
complaining and put to-
gether a senate that will 
jet things done. 

Maybe you don't know 
this, but the senator posi-
tion is really important. 
Unfortunately, colleges 
typically elect freshmen senators, 
so they're often the senate's weak-

e s t link. They tend to have limited 
leadership experience and know 
little about how the university runs. 

Having inexperienced senators 
means that more than a third of the 
senate's voting membership isn't 
very effective. That increases to al-

->most two-thirds when you factor 
* o u t college presidents who are too 

busy to do much senate work. As a 
result, you've got a majority of the 
senate using the term as a learning 
process. 

The SA standing committees are 
especially stymied since senators 

# a r e supposed to be their most ac-
tive members. The committees 
should be where work gets done, 
and the senators should shoulder 
most of that responsibility. 

But it doesn't happen that way. 
Instead, the senators don't devote 

^enough time since they're fresh-
men and sophomores still trying 
out other extracurriculars. As a re-
sult, the committee chairs are stuck 

power away from the college presi-
dents. The presidents are institu-
tionalized as the most powerful rep-
resentatives of the colleges, and 
there's no changing that. 

However, if we elect qualified 
senators who can work with the 
college presidents on issues out-
side their colleges, the college presi-
dents can focus more energy on 
their primary internal responsibili-
ties. 

Matt 
Haynie down this year's sena-

tors. Seven of them are 
sophomores, but they're 
a great group, and 

they've learned a ton. They'll do 
great things, but they've been ham-
pered by inexperience. 

Now for the solution. In the next 
few weeks, the colleges are going 
to have elections for SA senator. 
The key to improving the senate 
will be using these elections to 
choose people we really want rep-
resenting us. 

The senators are our voice to 
the administration, and they can 
make change happen at a univer-
sity-wide level. They also vote in 
the student body's name at senate 
meetings, which means that when 
important resolutions are on the 
floor, they must be capable repre-
sentatives. 

This is going to sound crazy, but 
I firmly believe we should trust our 
senators as much as we trust our 
college presidents. I know that's a 
stretch for a lot of people, but it's 
how the system is designed. We 
need to elect senators we can trust 
with quite a bit of responsibility. 

I'm not suggesting we take 

The senator position is 
really important. 

Unfortunately, they're 
often the senate's 

weakest link. 

Of course, getting better sena-
tors also means having better can-
didates, so I encourage more expe-
rienced student leaders to give it a 
try. This could mean freshmen who 
are extremely involved as senate 
new student representatives, but 
generally I'm talking about upper-
classmen who've been involved with 
the SA Senate and other aspects of 
the university. 

In any case, think hard about 
the person you're electing. When 
you cast your ballot, you'll be doing 
eveiyone a favor if the person you 
vote for is someone you really want 
representing you. 

Matt Haynie is a Will Rice College 
senior and SA president. 

Guest column 

•Recent woes do not discredit all religions 
O n e of the most awkward mis-
takes one can make is an unverifi-
able generalization about society. 

^ Despite many journalistic assertions 
® to the contrary, the Ro-

man Catholic Church 
scandal has not provoked 
a "crisis of faith." A reli-
gious crisis is not even on 
the distant horizon. But 
still, this event has led 

C many to criticize religion 
as a whole rather than the 
few bad priests who were 
caught. 

As many skeptics 
would claim, the deplor-
able ruse of religion is that 

g- it saps us of our wits and 
denatures us into a race of dullards; 
it goes on to drain our money, and 
with bracing irony, religion is the 
most pernicious institution that ex-
ists. Now, a few religions mankind 
has practiced have indeed been ter-

_ rible, but they are simply contrary 
" to the facts of the majority of reli-

gions. 
Let us examine some specific 

arguments that belittle religion. 
Those who assess religion as "atro-
cious" seem especially perturbed 
by those religions that pass around 

# a money plate. But most of the orga-
nizations that provide to the poor 
are religious. Others say religion 
places misery upon the human race. 
Yet, 1 do not recall the last time a 
secular philosopher began an insti-
tution whose members visited 

^p r i son inmates to relieve their pain. 
You can't refer to a religion as "bad" 
if it enjoins love for neighbor and 
enemy, cares for widows and or-
phans and visits the sick. 

Also, it cannot be ignored that 
Christians led the great majority of 

-humanitarian causes, from abolish-
i n g the slave trade to establishing 

hospitals and schools. This is why 
these statements are nonsensical 
— they disregard the basic facts of 
social history and are an affront to 
common sense. 

The examples of the Christian 

Mary 
Kamel 

Crusades and the Spanish Inquisi-
tion as forms of social calamity 
wrought by religion are probably 
the only supportable arguments for 

the disdainful side of 
Christian religious funda-
mentalism. But if these 
were to persuade us to do 
away with religion, then 
we must abolish atheism 
first. 

The Inquisition 
caused the death ol 
around 2,000 people, and 
the Crusades produced 
local, intermittent wars 
between two cultures. On 
the other hand, the great 
atheistic governments 

formed in Russia and eastern Eu-
rope during the last century man-
aged to achieve the death of tens of 
millions and ignited a global war. 

seeking joy and liberty in the present 
life and subjecting them to "untold 
misery." But now the accusation is 
that religion comforts humans with 
a fictitious providence and places 
them in a rose-filled nursery. 

The charges are inconsistent; a 
Christian cannot be so comfortable 
that he is a coward to cling to it and 
at the same time so miserable that 
he is a fool to give up his will to it. 
Religion is either painful all the way 
through or else it is thoroughly ig-
norant bliss. To say it is both is 
merely a self-appointed dispensation 
from the demands of consistency. 

Mary Kamel 
sophomore. 

is a Martel College 

Generic column title 

'Old Europe' holds keys to 
hearty American prosperity 
The following is the second of 
three columns authored by differ-
ent students on potential U.S. 
military involvement with Iraq. 
Are France and Ger-
many the weasels that 
some U.S. publications 
make them out to be? 
Their opposition to U.S. 
military involvement in 
Iraq only minimally de-
tracts from the pros-
pects of war, despite 
the fact that the cost of 
proceeding to war with-
out the full support of 
both governments is 
too high. The U.S. ad-
ministration must heed 
what could be dramatic conse-
quences to our alliances with 
Germany, France and the North 
Atlantic as a whole, and it must 
give them the time they need to 
support war. It's the least we can 
do for two states so important to 
the health of our country. 

France and Germany oppose 
immediate military action in Iraq, 
heeding the advice of U.N. weap-
ons inspector Hans Blix, who puts 
forth that Iraq has been coopera-
tive in the inspections and that 
more time is needed to determine 
if Iraq is in material breach of 
many U.N. resolutions. More spe-
cifically, they want to wait until 
March 14 to determine if Iraq is in 
breach of inspections. 

In France, 78 percent of the 
population oppose a war with Iraq, 
a number similar to popular opin-
ion in most European states. This 
public opposition is at the core of 
the French and Germanic opposi-
tion to U.S. plans. However, the 
policies of most of the leaders in 
Europe, from England to Italy to 
Poland, are at direct odds with 
the people they govern. 

The disunity between the 
people and their leaders on this 
issue could easily result in the 
election of decidedly anti-U.S. 
leaders throughout Europe, but 
most importantly in France, Ger-
many and England. This would 
result in a serious impediment to 
our economic and foreign policy 
objectives. Yet, the United States 
is doing little to bridge the gap. 

Just last week, U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
made the statement that France 
and Germany represented "Old 
Europe" while the small countries 
supporting the United States were 

Catherine 
Adcock 

the "New Europe," implying that 
these countries represented the 
future of U.S. interaction with 
Europe, and France and Germany 

had aged beyond 
meaningful U.S. en-
gagement. 

Clearly, Rumsfeld is 
not familiar with the 
numbers in U.S.-Euro-
pean trade. France and 
Germany represent 
much larger trading 
numbers than their 
smaller European 
counterparts like Po-
land and the Czech 
Republic. 

Germany is the fifth 
largest exporter to the United 
States, right after China. The sup-
port of Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic just doesn't add 
up. According to the New York 
Times ("OldTrading Partners Are 
Concerned About Effects of the 
Split Over War," Feb. 14), 
"France's economy is larger than 
the combined economies of Spain, 
Portugal, Poland, Hungary, 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. 
The German economy, the 
world's third largest, is twice the 
size of all those countries to-
gether." 

Despite the myth of U.S. 
omnipotency, the ability of the 
United States to conduct war. ful-
fill its foreign policy objectives or 
maintain decent economic growth 
without these allies does not ex-
ist. Already, members of Con-
gress are considering punitive 
economic measures against 
France and Germany, and if more 
anti-American leaders are elected, 
these measures could expand to 
other countries and increase in 
aggressiveness. These countries 
would retaliate and trade relations 
would be placed in jeopardy. 

Our foreign policy goals would 
also be in danger. The "War on 
Terrorism" would not function 
without the cooperation of Euro-
pean countries. Treaties new and 
old would be in danger. The Bush 
administration must be careful in 
proceeding from here. It might 
be the strongest argument yet: 
Alienating our allies could be 
much more damaging than any 
dictator with weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Catherine Adcock is a Martel Col-
lege senior and opinion editor. 

The examples of the 
Christian Crusades and 

the Spanish 
Inquisition ...are 
probably the only 

supportable arguments 
for the disdainful side 
of Christian religious 

fundamentalism. 

There are many atheists that be-
lieve that they have discovered why 
we insist on believing in God — that 
we are only seeking deliverance from 
the troublesome real world. How-
ever, there are two common charges 
presented that directly oppose one 
another. One accusation, introduced 
by historian Bertrand Russell, was 
that religion prevented humans, by 
morbid threats and terrors, from 
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by David Berry 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice Memorial Center was 
dark and empty for almost an hour 
Tuesday morning after the trans-
former near the loading dock ex-
ploded, severing power to the build-
ing. 

The explosion occurred at 
11:34 a.m., and staff located the prob-
lem within seven minutes and evacu-
ated the building, Assistant Manager 
of the Student Center Paul Sutera said. 

"Since that thing was on fire, we 
evacuated everyone out of the build-
ing, just to play it safe," Sutera said. 

The Houston Fire Department 
responded to the smoking trans-
former, but electricians from the 
Facilities and Engineering depart-
ment had already contained the ex-
plosion by the time HFD arrived. 

T h e F&E electricians did a fabu-
lous job," Sutera said. 

In order to restore electricity to 
the RMC, power was diverted from 
backup supplies for Hermann 
Brown Hall, Hammon Hall, the Cox 
Building, Keith-Wiess Geological 
Laboratories and Anderson Bio-
logical Laboratories. Some of these 
buildings may have experienced 
an power surge at 11:55 a.m. — the 
time of diversion — but were oth-
erwise unaffected, Sutera said in 
an e-mail he sent to residents of 
the RMC. 

Power was restored to the RMC 
about an hour outage, Sutera said. 

At least one monitor and several 
computers may have been "fried" by 
the power surge, he said, but most 
electrical equipment was not dam-
aged by the power outage. 

The cost for replacing equipment 
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GSA elects presidentj < 
President, Honor Council, U. Court positions uncontested 

by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Students and staff were evacuated from the Student Center Tuesday morning following the explosion of a transformer. 

Transformer explodes at RMC 
will likely be borne by the depart-
ments that erperienced the dam-
age, but Sutera encouraged people 
with damages to contact the Risk 
Management Office. 

The outage also damaged a com-
ponent in the audio system in the 
Grand Hall, he said. Because the 
Student Association presidential 
debates were scheduled to occur in 
the Grand Hall later that evening, 
the audio system was repaired im-
mediately. No technical problems 
occurred at the debates, Sutera said. 

Sutera said the fire has prompted 
him to begin developing a more effi-
cient evacuation plan for the RMC. 

"In the past I have gathered my 
staff and sent them each to a specific 
area to make sure it is clear, but we 
would like to develop a system where 
there is a fire captain for each pa-
tron, who will make sure things are 
clear," he said. 

In an uncontested election, 
Graduate Student Association de-
partment representatives elected 
Biochemistry and Cell Biology 
Graduate Student Robert Cardnell 
as GSA president Tuesday. 

Cardnell, a second-year student 
from Great Britain, said he hopes to 
improve communication with the ad-
ministration and envisions the GSA 
as a vehicle for graduate student 
involvement on campus. 

"Possibly in the past, graduate 
students have been underrepre-
sented as far as changes in the uni-
versity," he said. "I want to maintain 
involvement of graduate students 
through the GSA." 

Cardnell served as a graduate 
student representative on the Honor 
Council last year and was last year's 
GSA Beer-Bike coordinator and team 
manager. 

The other newly elected GSA 
officers are Internal Vice President 
Joanna Papakonstautinou, a com-
putational and applied mathemat-
ics graduate student; Vice Presi-
dent Beth Jackson, a biochemistry 
and cell biology graduate student; 
Secretary Summer Nijjer, an ecol-
ogy and evolutionary biology 
graduate student; and Treasurer 
Paul Cruz, an industrial psychol-
ogy graduate student. 

Attendees of Tuesday's meet-
ing nominated candidates for each 
of the five executive committee po-

sitions, as well as for 10 Honor 
Council spots and four University 
Court spots. GSA election guide-
lines allow each candidate a one-
minute speech, and winners are | 
determined by a majority vote. 
Anyone can nominate a candidate, 
but only department representa-
tives can vote. 

A total of 17 of 29 department rep-
resentatives attended the meeting. 

Papakonstantinou was the only^ 
nominee for the internal vice presi-
dent election. Two candidates ran for 
each of the offices of external vice 
president, secretary and treasurer. 

The Honor Council and U. Court 
positions were filled but were un-
contested. 

Outgoing GSA President Miles! 
Scotcher, who has served in the of-
fice for two years, said he has seen a 
decline in the number of people run-
ning for GSA positions. 

"Last year's and this year's elec-
tions weren't particularly hotly con-
tested," Scotcher said. "I hope that's j 
not a reflection of graduate student 
interest in this issue." 

Scotcher said graduate student 
space on campus, the Information 
Technology fee, parking fees and 
the proposed changes to the Honor 
Council constitution were some of 
the biggest issues he faced during' 
his two years as GSA president. He 
said he thinks the lack of social 
space on campus for graduate stu-
dents will remain a concern for the 
GSA, which has more than 1,800 
members. 

POLICE BLOTTER 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Feb. 12-17. 

Residential Colleges 
Lovett College Feb. 14 Laptop computer stolen. 

Other Buildings 
Gymnasium 

Parking Lots 
West Lot 

West Lot 

Feb. 13 A suspicious male carrying a large 
box and cursing was reported to be 
in the building. Shortly thereafter, a 
second report was received of a 
subject assaulting an individual. 
Upon further investigation, police 
do not believe the same subject 
was involved in both incidents; 
however, neither subject could be 
found. 

Feb. 12 Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

Feb. 12 While an officer was responding to 
the above call, a second damaged 
vehicle was observed. 
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Rice files brief in support 
of affirmative action 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice and four other universities 
filed an amicus curiae brief with the 
United States Supreme Court in the 
University of Michigan affirmative 
action cases Feb. 13. 

The brief focused on the ramifi-
cations for academic freedom if the 
court rules that using affirmative 
action in admission policies is un-
constitutional. The Supreme Court 
has previously ruled that universi-
ties have a First Amendment right to 
academic freedom. 

The brief, which was filed jointly 
by Rice, Columbia, Cornel l , 
Georgetown and Vanderbilt Univer-
sities, states "[the First Amendment] 
should be understood to limit the 
power of the government to require 
all universities — public and private 
— to adopt completely race-neutral 
admissions policies." 

Rice General Counsel Richard 
Zansitis said the brief Rice filed dif-
fers from most amicus briefs that 
were filed because the majority of 
briefs focused on the compelling 
interest that warrants an exception 
to the equal protection rights of the 
white plaintiffs. 

"The role of the amicus brief is 
to bring arguments and nuances to 
the court 's attention that the par-
ties in the case don't have the op-
portunity to bring forth in their 
brief," Zansitis said. "Our point is 
the need for academic freedom in 
college admissions." 

President Malcolm Gillis said one 
goal of the brief is to remind the 
court of this aspect of affirmative 
action. 

"The First Amendment aspect of 
the affirmative action argument is 
often overlooked," Gillis said. "We 
are helping to remedy that problem." 

The brief discusses how non-race-
based solutions — such as Texas' 
top 10 percent plan, which guaran-
tees admission of any public high 
school student who graduates in the 
top 10 percent of their class to any 
Texas pubic college or university — 
cannot work at smaller colleges and 
universities that judge each appli-
cant individually. 

The brief also states such plans 
are unfair for schools of any size, as 
a minority in the top 10 percent at a 
less competitive high school would 
be admitted, while one at a more 
competitive high school who just 
missed the 10 percent cut off would 
not get in. 

"This approach would not only 
be contrary to the interest of the 
university but properly be viewed as 
unfair," the brief states. 

The brief does not focus on Rice's 

CMT considers terror response 
TERROR, from Page 1 

Q Medical Center, but an attack on the 
medical center would not necessar-
ily pose an immediate threat to the 
Rice campus, Scheid said. 

The CMT, which was developed 
by President Malcolm Gillis sev-
eral years ago, deals with both 

^ physical and emotional disasters, 
® ranging from hurricanes and flood-

ing to the death of a student. Scheid 
said the counseling staff is pre-
pared to help students in case of an 
attack. 

"|We have] to take care of the 
campus — and that means so many 

# different things," he said 
Rice University Police Department 

Chief Bill Taylor said RUPI) has main-
tained a high level of readiness since 
the national alert was raised. 

"We are prepared to have our 
shifts (held over to] double up the 

£ number of officers that arc on cam-
pus," Taylor said. 

RUPD has developed a number 
of plans to restrict flow in and out 
of campus in the case of an attack, 
he said. 

R J ( /• /} L A ) £ & S present 

post-Hopwood experience because 
it represents the perspectives of all 
five schools, Zansitis said. The 1996 
Hopwood v. Texas decision barred 
schools in Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi from using race in ad-
mission decisions. 

However, Rice's experiences are 
briefly mentioned. 

"Our experiences here in Texas 
[are] something that adds con-
creteness to the brief, so hopefully 
the court will find that helpful," 
Zansitis said. 

The Supreme Court will hear the 
affirmative action cases, Grutter v. 
Bollinger and Gratz v. Bollinger on 
April 1, and a decision is expected in 
June or July. 

Zansitis said the timing of the 
ruling will not affect the admission 
process for any students entering in 
the fall, but the admission criteria 
for future classes could be affected 
by the ruling. 

'Our point is the need 
for academic freedom in 
college admissions 

— Richard Zansitis 
Rice general counsel 

Rice College Republicans Presi-
dent Kori Hillsman said she dis-
agrees with Rice's stance on affirma-
tive action. 

"I think that diversity is a great 
goal, and I don't think we need to put 
that ahead of student intelligence 
and capabilities in all abilities," 
Hillsman, a Wiess College junior, 
said. "You need to search for the 
best people. There are qualified 
people of all races." 

Hillsman said the level of diver-
sity at Rice after Hopwood shows 
affirmative action is not necessary. 

"If Rice claims that it doesn't take 
race into account, then we are a 
great example, as we are diverse." 
Hillsman said. 

Zansitis said Rice decided to file 
the brief with the other four schools 
after he had conversations with the 
general counsels of many colleges 
and universities. 

"I was in conversations with a 
various schools, and this is the 
group that coalesced and seemed 
to have a c o m m o n i n t e r e s t , " 
Zansitis said. 

The amicus brief is available at 
http://www. umich. edu/~urel/admis-
sions/legal/gru_amicus-ussc/um/ 
Columbia-both.pdf. 

"There's a variety of things that 
are on the table that we're pre-
pared to ... activate if the need 
arises," he said. 

Student Association President 
Matt Haynie said he met with mem-
bers of the CMT last Friday. At the 
meeting, the group focused on emo-
tional rather than physical effects of 
a terrorist attack, particularly the 
effect on international students. 

"If there was a terror strike on 
the Medical Center it would affect 
us psychologically, but there would 
be no physical impact on campus," 
Haynie, a Will Rice College senior, 
said. 

'Hie CMT was scheduled to meet 
with the college presidents today to 
discuss what to do if a terrorist at-
tack occurs. Haynie said members 
of the CMT would also go from col-
lege to collcgc if war breaks out in 
Iraq. 

"In the probable event of us go-
ing to war, ]the goal is] to make 
sure that students are supported 
in terms of psycho logical health," 
he said. 
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Panel considers the merits of affirmative action 
by Ed Bruera 
F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

Five Rice panelists discussed 
Monday the same topic that the 
Supreme Court will address in April: 
affirmative action in university ad-
mission policies. The forum, en-
titled "Reverse Discrimination or 
Equal Opportunity — Discussing 
Affirmative Action," was sponsored 
by ADVANCE. 

The panelists were Tamara Siler, 
associate director of admission and 
coordinator of minority recruit-
ment; Carlos Garcia, associate gen-
eral counsel; Russell Barnes, direc-
tor of equal employment and affir-
mative action; Richard Tapia, pro-
fessor of computational and applied 
m a t h e m a t i c s and C h a n d l e r 
Davidson, professor of sociology 
and political science. 

Rice stopped using affirmative 
action in admissions in March 1996 
following the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals' ruling in Hopwood v. Texas. 
The ruling, which applies only to 
schools in Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi, says universities in the 
Fifth Circuit district cannot use race 
as a factor in admissions decisions. 

Siler began the discussion by say-
ing she thinks Rice is very diverse 
despite difficulties posed by the 
Hopwood ruling. 

"Rice has worked its way up the 
ladder again to some pretty signifi-
cant numbers of students of color, 
primarily under-represented stu-
dents," Siler said. 

Rice recrui ts minorit ies in or-
der to maintain a high proportion 
of minority s tudents , Siler said. Vi-
sion Weekend, a program in which 
minority s tudents who are likely to 
be admitted visit campus, is also 
an important way to increase mi-
nority enrollment. 

"We're very serious about trying 
to maintain aspects of the law, but at 
the same time, we want to make sure 
the door is open to welcome stu-
dents," Siler said. 

Alumni scholarships and recruit-
ing programs have helped Rice at-
tract minority students , but few 
schools have as many resources as 
Rice, Siler said. Affirmative action is 
especially important for schools that 
have few resources, she said. 

Garcia explained some of the legal 
history and principles behind affirma-
tive action, which he defined as the 
consideration of race as one of many 
factors in the admission decisions of 

higher education. Garcia outlined the 
importance of the Supreme Court's 
1978 decision in Regents of the Univer-
sity of California v. Bakke. 

Bakke gave us the standard by 
which programs utiliz[ing] race are 
judged, and this is what the stan-
dard is: strict scrutiny," he said. "The 
program has to have a compelling 
state interest and must be narrowly 
tailored to achieve this interest." 

In Bakke, the Supreme Court 
ruled diversity was a compelling state 
interest. 

A case involving affirmative ac-
tion in University of Michigan ad-
missions is currently before the Su-
preme Court, Garcia said. The case 
could potentially have widespread 
effects depending on whether the 
ruling applies nationally or only to 
the University of Michigan. 

A wide ruling supporting affirma-
tive action would over turn the 
Hopwood ruling, allowing Rice to use 
affirmative action in admissions. A 
wide ruling striking down the Michi-
gan system would place most univer-
sities in the same position as Rice and 
other schools in Texas, Louisiana, 
and Mississippi. Garcia said a ruling 
that applies only to the University of 
Michigan would be disappointing 
because it would not be useful in 
defining the constitutional limitations 
of affirmative action. 

"If they write a narrow decision 
talking just about the mechanics of 
the Michigan system we may not 
learn much about what passes con-
stitutional muster , " he said. 

Rice filed an amicus curiae, or 
"friend of the court," brief Friday in 
favor of the University of Michigan, 
Garcia said. (See Story, Page 5.) 

Next, Barnes spoke on the role 
affirmative action plays in hiring at 
Rice. As a recipient of federal grants. 
Rice is required by Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission regu-
lations to use affirmative action in 
employment decisions. Affirmative 
action is often used as a policy tool to 
correct past injustices and current 
socioeconomic inequities, Barnes 
said. Since employment occurs on 
multiple levels at Rice — including 
faculty, staff and administrators — 
the university must pay special at-
tention to attaining proper represen-
tation for all minorities. 

"For menial positions we have a 
three-county job search, whereas for 
faculty positions we may have a na-
tional or even worldwide search," 
Barnes said. 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Martel College senior Evan Pankey asks a question during Monday's affirmative action panel. 

Barnes said discrimination is a 
pervasive element in society, and 
although it may be beneficial in some 
cases, it is often harmful because it 
results in decisions based on at-
tributes over which individuals have 
no control. 

Tapia said he agreed to speak 
against affirmative action, but he be-
lieves in the importance of diversity. 

While affirmative action may re-
solve some short-term problems, it 
becomes a racist policy over time 
because minorities begin to believe 
they are inferior and will always need 
assistance, he said. 

Tapia said he believes in a policy 
of "affirmative development" rather 
than a policy of affirmative action. 
Universities should evaluate their 
admissions processes and examine 
candidates as individuals without 
relying on affirmative action, he said. 
SAT and GRE scores should not be 
major determinants. 

"Both Bakke and Hopwood were 
based on single test scores," Tapia 
said. "They are not multidimen-
sional, but people are." 

Davidson said he almost de-
cided not to be on the panel when 
he learned many of the other par-
ticipants shared views similar to 
his own. A panel should have a 
wide variety of views, he said. Al-
though he supports affirmative ac-
tion, he said he would play "devil's 
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advocate" to generate a more bal-
anced discussion. 

Affirmative action programs ex-
ist because the pool of qualified mi-
nority s tudents is comparatively 
smaller than that of majority stu-
dents, Davidson said. 

4Rice has worked its 
way up the ladder 
again to some pretty 
significant numbers of 
students of color 
primarily under-
represented students 

— Tamara Siler 
Associate director of Admission 

"The traditional s tandards by 
which students are evaluated are 
high school GPA and the SATs," 
Davidson said. "In both of these 
measures, minority students tend to 
perform more poorly than their ma-
jority counterparts. TTie pool of quali-
fied minority students who have com-
pleted high school is very small." 

While affirmative action serves to 
overcome a shameful history of dis-
crimination, it is essentially another 
version of racial discrimination, 
Davidson said. He said listeners should 
gather as much information as pos-
sible when considering whether re-

verse discrimination can be justified. 
A question-and-answer period fol-

lowed the discussion. 
One student said he thinks affir-

mative action could be harmful to black 
students because it might lead them 
to believe they cannot perform on the 
same level as white students, and he 
asked whether affirmative action pro-
grams had concrete benefits. Siler said 
while she did not know of many quan-
titative studies, she had heard anec-
dotal evidence that diverse campuses 
tend to provide their students with a 
better global perspective. 

Another student asked whether 
affirmative action is still necessary 
given the improvement in the oppor-
tunities available to minorities and 
whether it should apply to minority 
students from affluent families. Tapia 
said the situation of many minorities 
has not changed, and affirmative 
action would greatly benefit many 
minority applicants. Garcia said af-
firmative action is not solely about 
correcting past injustices but is also 
about creating a diverse group of 
students at a university. 

ADVANCE Programming Com-
mittee Chair Uri McMillan, who or-
ganized the panel discussion, said 
he was pleased with attendance at 
the event. He said he thinks the 
discussion went well and will foster 
more consideration of the issues at 
stake on campus. 

Baker College junior Brooke 
Lathram said she enjoyed the event 
but would have preferred a better 
representation of anti-affirmative ac-
tion opinion. 

"My purpose is to gather as much 
information as possible," Lathram said. 
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Beer-Bike parade will have minor changes 

r ' v ' 

By Daniel McDonald 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Beer-Bike 2003 will include a 
more fast-paced parade and enforce-
ments of fines for throwing water 
balloons beyond Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium, campus-wide Beer-Bike 
coordinators Carter Batsell and 
Holly Williams said. 

Batsell, a Will Rice College jun-
ior, said fines will be issued for throw-
ing balloons past College Way in 
front of Jake Hess so Rice will not be 
held accountable for cars getting hit 
by water balloons. 

In response to complaints that 
the parade was too long last year, 
the parade will move for two min-
utes and then stop for three min-
utes, whereas last year 's parade 
moved for one minute and stopped 
for four minutes, Williams, a Will 
Rice senior, said. 

Wi l l i ams said o t h e r m i n o r 
changes include specifying the num-
ber of associates who can partici-
pate in Beer-Bike, clarifying that all 
chug cans must be verified before 
the competition and having colleges 
designate five security workers to 
be roaming ticket writers. 

Willy Week a lso has a few 
changes in store, Rice Program 
Council President Corey Devine 
said. 

'Take Me Out to the Ballgame," 
a two-year tradition of closing dining 
services in the colleges and serving 
food at the baseball game, will not be 
held. Instead, Willy's birthday is 
going to be the big event of the 
week, Devine, also Thresher Lifestyle 
editor, said. 

RPC is trying to get the serveries 
and col lege kitchens closed on 
Wednesday night and dinner served 
in the academic quad, but Devine 
said they are awaiting approval from 
the Committee of College Masters. 

Willy Week coordinator Leanne 
Rakowitz said she is trying to in-
crease college competition with a 
scavenger hunt or version of the 
MTV show "Jackass" that would in-
volve students from each college 
competing against each other for 
points. 

"Over the past four years, Willy 
Week has gone from a big, fun 
activity to a lot of small activities 
that weren ' t really that big of a 
deal," Devine said. "[Rakowitz is] 
trying to revive it and make it fun 
again." 

The Beer Debates will be Mon-
day, cornhusking will take place at 
the Rice vs. Nebraska baseball game 
Tuesday, Willy's birthday is Wednes-
day, Thursday is international beer 
night at the pub, and there will be a 
TG party on Friday if there is enough 

money left over, Rakowitz, a Sid 
Richardson College senior, said. 

Wiess College, which tradition-
ally had a fort located in front of Old 
Wiess on the Inner Loop that they 
threw water balloons from, will not 
have a truck in the parade, Brenda 
Arredondo, one of the Wiess Beer-
Bike coordinators, said. 

"Wiess has decided that we are 
instead going to have a water bal-
loon fight within ourselves — how, 
exactly, we haven't decided yet," 
Arredondo, a Wiess sophomore, 
said. "As far as the parade, we're 
going to have a decorative float, what 
that is, we don't know yet." 

Batsell said other changes were 
initially planned but did not work 
out. 

"Originally, we were going to 
have cattle cars and decorative ve-
hicles from the south colleges line 
up on the new street by Lovett, but 
some presidents expressed a con-
cern that students might throw bal-
loons from the balconies at Lovett," 
he said. 

BEER-BIKE 2003 THEMES 
Baker College 
Brown College 
Graduate Student Association 
Hanszen College 

Jones College 
Lovett College 
Martel College 
Sid Richardson College 
Wiess College 
Will Rice College 

The Grateful Keg 
Bacardi Gras 
Clonestar 
Brittany Beers and the Bikestreet 
Boys — oops, I did it again. 
Schwinn and Juice 
Monsters Drink 
Weapons of Mass Consumption 
Beer and Loathing and Sid Rich 
No theme 
Sesame Sweep 

General Election begins today at noon 
PRESIDENTS, from Page 1 
students to voice their opinions on 
various topics. 

6 ' T h e SA is sometimes not uti-
lized enough and seen as an ineffec-
tive body, but if led by a strong 
leader, it could be very effective," 
Azamian said. 

Leggett said he and Debbink will 
improve the SA Web site by includ-

Qi ing a directory, calendar and book-
selling site and will build a stronger 
relationship with the faculty to in-
crease the students ' voice with the 
administration. He said they will 
hold monthly meetings with lead-
ers of minority student organiza-

0 tions and give a state-of-the-student-
body address. 

"We want to make the SA Web 
site a premier resource for students," 
l egge t t said. 

Selinger said he does not believe 
the SA should be expanded. 

"The SA is the most worthless 
$ club on campus. No one cares about 

you, no one respects you, no one 
listens to you," Selinger said. 

Fr iedberg said she will build 
stronger ties between the SA and 
the colleges and work to involve 
senators in college issues such as 

£ inequalities in living conditions. 
Rodriguez said she would in-

crease the visibility of the SA by 
making committee openings more 
accessible and improving relation-
ships with other student organiza-
tions. Though she participated in 

^ the debate, Rodriguez dropped out 

of the race Wednesday. 
McKee said he will expand the 

role of SA senators by shifting some 
responsibilit ies from the college 
presidents to the senators. McKee 
said he will push for more blue light 
phones to be installed, especially on 
the Outer Ix>op, and emphasized re-
sponsibility, integrity, commitment 
and excellence for the SA. 

"The SA is in a position to grow 
tremendously, and I will not be satis-
fied with the status quo," McKee said. 

Weber also said he will focus on 
accomplishing a few large goals, in-
cluding adding blue light phones on 
the Outer Loop. Weber said he will 
advocate cutting the blanket tax to 
show the administration students 
want lower fees. 

"I propose we cut the blanket tax 
to show the administration we are 
serious about the way they spend 
our money," Weber said. 

Asked how they will prevent the 
administration from taking over un-
dergraduate life, Leggett said he 
and Debbink will represent stu-
dent opinion to the administration 
after speaking with student groups, 
including minorit ies and athletes, 
about issues. 

Friedberg said she will make sure 
students and administrators under-
stand one another on issues like the 
alcohol policy. 

"I believe in keeping an open line 
of communication with the adminis-
tration and trying to find ways we 
can work with students so the ad-

ministration doesn't feel the need to 
step in," Friedberg said. 

Asked how he will represent mi-
nority opinions while making deci-
sions. McKee said he will solicit in-
put and promote communication 
among various groups. 

Weber said he will expect the 
senators to thoroughly represent the 
members of their colleges and will 
make senate meetings more acces-
sible by holding at least one meeting 
at each college during the year. 

Asked how he will increase in-
volvement in the SA, Selinger said he 
thinks too many people are currently 
involved in the SA, and he will work 
to decrease student involvement. 

Freidberg said she will create is-
sue-specific forums where students 
interested in an issue can share their 
opinions. 

Asked how she will improve rela-
tions between student-athletes and 
non-athletes. Azamian said she will 
encourage communication between 
the two groups. 

Weber said he believes student -
athletes and non-athletes have bet-
ter relations at Rice than at many 
universit ies, and interaction be-
tween individuals will improve the 
situation. 

WTiile eight candidates submit-
ted petitions for the SA presidential 
race, only seven debated. Ian White, 
a Brown junior, dropped out of the 
race last week. Because Rodriguez 
also dropped out, only six candidates 
will appear on the ballot. 

thresher.rice.edu 

Reminding you to vote early, 
but not often. 

Sid student still missing 
by Olivia Allison 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Sid Richardson College fresh-
man Wdliam Penny, who was re-
ported missing over winter break, 
has not been found, and his par-
ents said they have no leads on 
his whereabouts. 

Penny left his parents ' house 
in Fort Worth early in the morn-
ing Jan. 4. His father, Bill Penny, 
said all evidence indicates Will-
iam Penny left voluntarily. 

The Pennys hired a private 
investigator after filing a missing 
person 's report with the Fort 
Worth Police Department. The 
Pennys also contacted William 
Penny's lacrosse teammates, and 

a Jan. 17 Thresher article ("Sid 
student missing") reported his 
disappearance, but the Pennys 
said no one from Rice has con-
tacted them with information. 

"I know one of the lacrosse 
team members checked around 
with everybody, but no one really 
knew anything, and we haven't 
really heard anything from any-
one at Rice at all," Bill Penny said. 

Bill Penny said he hoped to 
find more information in the next 
two weeks. 

"We haven't had any leads 
yet," he said. "Hopefully in the 
next week or two we might get 
some information that might be 
helpful. We're just going to be 
trying to get some information." 

Make A Difference 
In your world community 

Brazil • Bolivia • Costa Bica • Dominica Bopublic 
Honduras • Mexico • Nicaragua • Paraguay 

Volunteer as a public health worker 
in Latin America lor the summer and 
embark on a journey throuor cultur-
al understanding, commun.^ 

while working alongside community 
members as they focus on sustain-
able health, infrastructure and envi-
ronmental projects. College credit 

activism and youth empowerment. and financial assistance may be 
Develop organizational and available. Contact AMI60S today and 
cross-cultural communication skills show the world what you can do! 

In format ion Session: Thursday, February 20; Career Service 
Center Meeting Room (2nd floor of Student Center); 3 pm. 

Amigos d e las Amer icas 

1.800.231.7796 ext. 114 
214.319.7419 

www.amigoslinlLorg 
info@amigoslink.org 

5618 Star Lane 
Houston. TX 77057 

The 
Princeton 
Review 

/Ti (b 
S n a r S o m 8nr School* 

ClassSize-8 GMAT 

Classes Starting Feb. 23rd & Feb. 27th 

• Maximum of eight students in a class 

• Expert, enthusiastic instructors 

• Free extra help with your instructor 

• Guaranteed satisfaction 

Space is limited. Call now to enroll. 

* www.PrincetonReview.com I 800-2Review 

1-2-1 PrivateTutoring also available 

http://www.amigoslinlLorg
mailto:info@amigoslink.org
http://www.PrincetonReview.com
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SA considers resolutions on tax-
free textbooks, environment 

by Ed Bruera 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Student Association Senate 
considered two resolutions Monday, 
one about environmental policy at 
Rice and one about tax-exempt text-
book purchases. 

The first resolution recommends 
an institutionalized commitment to 
environmental conservation and 
sustainability at Rice. The resolu-
tion was proposed by Jones College 
junior Alan Kolodny and Wiess Col-
lege sophomore Phil Levine, stu-
dents in UNIV 303: Environmental 
Issues: Rice into the Future, a course 
that examines environmental issues 
at Rice and considers sustainable 
policy solutions. 

The resolution requests "the cre-
ation and adoption of an institutional 
commitment to the environment that 
shows cognition of Rice University's 
responsibility to assume a leader-
ship role as developer and 
implementer of solutions." 

The resolution also calls for the 
creation of a university standing com-
mittee to address environmental is-
sues related to conservation and 
sustainability. 

"As intellectual leaders we need 
to demonstrate that the environment 
is important. Sustainability is vital to 
environmental preservation," the 
resolution states. 

Kolodny said a similar proposi-
tion s temming from last year 's 
UNIV 303 class failed to have an 
impact on policy at Rice. He said 
this year members of the class will 
attempt to gather student support 
for such policy changes, and he is 
confident that after some tailoring 
the resolution will pass in its up-
coming vote. 

The second resolution dealt with 
the recent refiling of the H.B. 286 
Tax Free Textbook BiU by the Texas 
State Legislature. The bill would al-
low tax exemptions to Texas college 
students when purchasing textbooks 
for their classes. Students would 

receive the equivalent of a $30 to $50 
scholarship each semester from tax 
exemptions on textbooks. 

The resolution, proposed by SA 
President Matt Haynie, a Will Rice 
College senior, encourages the pass-
ing of the bill by the Texas Legisla-
ture and states that the SA will assist 
with the passing of the bill to the 
best of its ability. It also notes that 
the passing of such a bill would en-
courage students to buy textbooks 
in the state and boost the Texas 
economy. 

'Even though the 
bookstore is more 
expensive in a lot of 
cases, [having no taxes] 
decreases the difference 
in the prices.' 

— Matt Haynie 
Student Association president 

"I know a lot of students see not 
paying taxes on online books as an 
advantage," Haynie said. "Even 
though the bookstore is more ex-
pensive in a lot of cases, it de-
c r e a s e s the d i f f e r ence in the 
prices." 

Haynie said he is not sure what, if 
any, impact the resolution will have 
on the Texas bill, but said this is not 
a reason for the SA to not take ac-
tion. 

"Hopefully some student politi-
cal groups will get involved in this 
process and we will get an idea of 
whether this kind of support will 
make a difference," Haynie said. 
"But if students support it, there is 
no reason not to do it, and hope-
fully it will turn out to change 
things." 

INSTEAD OF ANSWERING MACHINES, 

HUMANS 
I WITH ANSWERS. GEIC0 AUTO INSURANCE. 
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Immediate coverage by phone. 

Low down-payment t convenient payment plans. 

Round-the-clock claim service. 

CALL OR V IS IT US FOR A FREC RAT€ QUOTE. 
D I R E C T 

5405 Bellaire 
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Recycle me! 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Ready to respond 
Harris County Judge Robert Eckles (left) and U.S. Senator John Comyn (Rep.-Tex) take part in a press conference 
Wednesday at Baker Hall to discuss the state of readiness of Houston's police and fire departments amo ng others. 

Two referenda on General Election ballot 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Two referenda appear on this 
year's Student Association General 
Election ballot. Beginning today, stu-
dents can vote on increasing the 
Beer-Bike blanket tax $2 and revis-
ing the University Blue constitution. 

Beer-Bike currently receives $3 
from every undergraduate. Campus-
wide Beer-Bike coordinator Carter 
Batsell said the event needs a larger 
blanket-tax budget because costs 
have risen and sponsorship has de-
creased. 

Director of Student Activities 
Heather Masden said the largest 
cost increases are due to safety 
concerns. 

"The security around the track is 
where the majority of the costs come 
from," Masden said. "From year to 
year, we need to figure out what the 
response is that we need to make 
the event safe." 

Batsell, a Will Rice College jun-
ior, said one example of a new cost is 
the hay bales that were first used 
around the track to protect bikers in 
the event of a crash last year. 

Thelastcash sponsorshipof Beer-
Bike was in 2001 when Schlumberger 
gave$10,000, Masden said. However, 
because of the timing of the sponsor-
ship, $5,000 of the donation went to 
Beer-Bike 2002. 

Attempts to obtain sponsorship 
for this year have failed for two rea-
sons, Masden said. 

"Part of the responses I get say 
we can't give money now, and that 
makes me think it is the economy," 
she said. "I've also had three or four 
responses saying we are interested 
in Rice, but not interested in some-
thing named Beer-Bike." 

Batsell said the budget has been 
cut as much as possible while main-
taining safety, and the increase in 
the blanket tax is necessary. 

Beer-Bike cannot go on in its 
present form without the blanket 
tax increase, Masden said. 

"The future would need to be re-
examined," she said. "I'm not saying 
that it would end, but we need to 
reevaluate if we can afford it." 

Students can also vote on proposed 
changes to the U. Blue constitution. 

U. Blue Editor Shari l i s t e r said 
the revisions would bring the publi-

cation into compliance with the SA 
constitution. 

"The main purpose of the consti-
tutional change is due to the change 
in the SA constitution requiring all 
blanket-tax organizations to have a 
head elected by the student body," 
l i s te r , a Jones College junior, said. 

U. Blue, which was founded in 
1984, is Rice's annual literary maga-
zine. This year's issue will arrive in 
mid-to-late April, l i s t e r said. 

Prior U. Blue editors have been 
selected by the outgoing editor. No 
student has ever been turned away 
from the job, as multiple editors were 
allowed, l i s t e r said. 

The constitution will also be up-
dated to reflect the current practices 
of the organization. 

"We removed some positions that 
weren't being used and redefined 
the old positions to include what we 
did," I.aster said. 

Each referendum must pass with 
a two-thirds majority, and 20 per-
cent of the student body must vote 
on each referendum. 

The General Election begins to-
day at noon and runs th rough 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. 

Ex&S grants waivers to music majors 
DISTRIBUTION, from Page 1 
chology professor, said. "We are 
looking forward to a conversation at 
an upcoming faculty meeting." 

Faculty Council was scheduled 
to discuss distribution requirements 
for next year at its meeting yester-
day. 

The CUC needed to reevaluate 
the distribution requirement after 
this year's General Announcements 
contained requirements that had 
been changed by the provost with-
out authorization from the faculty. 

This year's General Announce-
ments stated music majors need to 
complete 24 hours of distribution 
course — six in each of the three 
groups plus six in any of the groups. 
All other students needed to com-
plete 36 hours of distribution courses 
— 12 hours in each of the three 
groups. 

Faculty Speaker John Zammito, 
the chair of the history department, 
said at the October faculty meet-
ing that the language entered into 
the General Announcements was 
unau tho r i zed , and the Dean ' s 
Council, along with Levy, worked 
unilaterally to alter the degree re-
quirements. 

"What was done by the Dean's 
Council was illegitimate and ought 
to be null and void," Zammito said. 

According to university policy, 
all changes to curriculum require-
ments proposed by the Dean's 

Council must be sent to the CUC 
and then to the general faculty for 
approval. These steps were not 
taken, Zammito said. 

Because the change in the distri-
bution requirements was unautho-
rized, the faculty determined music 
majors who matriculated this year 
or are graduating in May will need to 
petition the University Standing 
Committee on Examinations and 
Standing to allow them to graduate 
under the distribution requirements 
listed in this year's General An-
nouncements. 

Ex&S Chair Deborah Nelson-
Campbell said the committee ap-
proved all of the petitions that had 
been turned in as of Wednesday. 
Nelson-Campbell said a few addi-
tional petitions were expected in the 
next week. 

Student Affairs Divisional Coor-
dinator Jacqueline Ross-Hagebaum, 
who serves as an administrator for 
the Ex&S, said the committee had 
received 30 petitions from students 
who matriculated this year, and 28 
petitions from seniors graduating 
this year. 

Nelson-Campbell, a professor of 
French studies, said the Shepherd 
School of Music organized the pro-
cess by which students petitioned 
the committee. 

"They had the petitions, and the 
students came in and signed them 
there with [Associate Dean of the 

Shepherd School of Music] Gary 
Smith," Nelson-Campbell said. "It 
was an effort to not inconvenience 
the students." 

Pomerantz said the recommen-
dation of the CUC was multifaceted, 
and some of the recommendations 
examined the process by which 
courses are certified as distribution 
courses. 

Currently, the Deans of the 
Schools of Humanities, Social Sci-
ences and Natural Science deter-
mine the Group I, II and III distribu-
tion courses, respectively. 

Pomerantz said the recommen-
dation was one that addressed cur-
rent concernsof distribution require-
ments, which he said include issues 
of equity and feasibility. 

"The recommendation is respon-
sive to the immediate concerns of 
what distribution requirements are 
and what we intend to bring forward 
will address those concerns in a di-
rect and cons t ruc t ive way," 
Pomerantz said. 

Pomerantz said all parties in-
volved in the decision-making pro-
cess understood the process was 
time-sensitive. 

"The university has to make de-
cisions for the next academic years, 
and the music and architecture 
schools need to know what it is 
that they will tell their applicant to 
their programs about the require-
m e n t s n e e d e d to g r a d u a t e , " 
Pomerantz said. 
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Future residents of 
O'Connor not yet selected 
HOUSE, from Page 1 
Ann Wright said one option be-
ing considered is relocating 
Alumni Affairs and the Admis-
sion Office. 

"We are looking at whether 
that would be an improvement 
for admission officers and the 
people we serve or if it would be 
better to go to another purpose," 
Wright said. 

Wright said a group, includ-
ing Manager of Project Develop-
ment John Posch, Dean for Un-
dergraduate Enrollment Julie 
Browning and Director of Alumni 
Affairs and University Events 
Mark Davis, will visit schools that 
use a residential house on cam-
pus for offices. 

Davis said he will be looking 
at what other universities are 
doing and what components they 
have in their facility. 

"We are part of the conversa-
tion with the university, and 
there are lots of groups on cam-
pus that want more visible space 
and more space in general, and 
we hope that whatever 
O'Connor House is used for is 
in the best interest of the uni-
versity," Davis said. 

Assistant Dean for Student 
and Recreation Centers Boyd 
Beckwith said moving offices 
from the Student Center to 
O'Connor House would be ben-
eficial. 

"I would see [Alumni Affairs 
moving) as a very favorable thing 
since there is a huge space 
crunch," Beckwith said. "My 
number-one goal is to have more 
meeting space. We don't have 
enough space to fill the needs of 

all of the departments and orga-
nizations in the Student Center." 

Student Association President 
Matt Haynie agreed with 
Beckwith that having Alumni Af-
fairs leave the Student Center was 
important. 

"It would be nice if Alumni 
Affairs got that space because it 
would free up a lot of possible 
student organization space in the 
Student Center," Haynie, a Wdl 
Rice College senior, said. 

Beckwith said a group, which 
includes himself and Assistant 
Vice President for Student Af-
fairs John Hutchinson, has been 
meeting to discuss the best con-
figuration of the center and will 
move forward more quickly with 
the project. 

The university has received 
gifts totaling about $3.3 million to 
provide living quarters and space 
for the official hosting duties of 
the president. 

"Space on campus is a pre-
cious and finite resource, all the 
more so because we are deter-
mined to maintain the natural 
and architectural beauty of 
Rice," Board Chairman William 
Barnett said in the press release. 

"Thus, we are pleased and 
grateful that the pieces have 
come together — donors inter-
ested specifically in preserving 
an adjacent home that is so 
much a part of Houston history, 
while simultaneously doing the 
equivalent of buying additional 
land and space on the campus 
itself." 

Mark Berenson contributed to this 
report. 

GSA, SA will consider appeals changes 
HONOR, from Page 1 
cil, a three-fourths majority of the 
Graduate Student Association Coun-
cil and the assistant dean of Student 
Judicial Programs before they are 
presented to the undergraduate stu-
dent body for a vote. 

Honor Council Chair Joan 
Shreffler said the council gathered 
student opinion at Sunday's open 
council meeting, as well as meetings 
and study breaks in the colleges. 

"We got a lot of positive and help-
ful feedback from within the col-
leges," Shreffler, a Lovett College 
senior, said. "Several student sug-
gestions have been incorporated into 
the proposal, such as giving students 
the option of remaining anonymous 
to the faculty members at the first 
level of appeal. While most students 
that we talked to were stronglv in 
favor of a board at the first level of 
appeal, they also wanted to ensure 
that no student who ever had to 
appeal an Honor Council decision 
would have to take a class from a 

faculty member aware of their case." 
Shreffler said the GSA is the next 

step in the approval process. 
"It is only if and when the pro-

posal is approved by the GSA that 
the assistant dean will consider its 
approval for the undergraduate stu-
dent ballot," Shreffler said. 

GSA President Miles Scotcher 
said he has discussed the changes 
with Assistant to the President Mark 
Scheid and the GSA officers. He said 
GSA officers will meet with Honor 
Council representatives within the 
next two weeks to examine the pro-
posal before it comes up for a vote at 
the GSA's March meeting, sched-
uled for March 18. 

Student Association President Matt 
Haynie said he would discuss the SA's 
plan of action at Monday's meeting. 

"Because our constitution spe-
cifically states that the Student As-
sociation and the Honor Council are 
separate, I'm cautious about having 
the senate get involved in Honor 
Council issues," Haynie said. "How-

ever, our constitution says we can 
cooperate on certain issues and we 
will be discussing whether or not 
this is such a case at our meeting on 
Monday." 

Ecology Professor Ron Sass, the 
chair of the ad hoc committee 
charged with examining the Honor 
Council, said his committee has met 
three times, and one meeting was 
with members of the Honor Coun-
cil. The ad hoc committee will meet 
weekly and plans to meet with the 
Faculty Council at their next meet-
ing and the Honor Council some-
time in the future, he said. 

Sass said the committee's delib-
erations have centered on three is-
sues: the Honor Council as a central 
idea of the university, the role of the 
faculty in the honor system and the 
procedures of the Honor Council. 

"We would like to finish before 
the end of the semester, but we are 
not going to hurry if we find that it's 
going to take longer," Sass said. "I 
think we'll get it done." 

"Christianity in an Academic Context: Beyond Naive Dichotomies" 

a lecture to be given by 

Dr. Gary Patterson 
Professor of Chemical Physics and Polymer Science - Carnegie Mellon University 

Friday February 28, 2003 
7 p.m. - Keck 100 
Admission is Free 

Refreshments will be served 

Christians are lovers of truth and are not threatened by valid 
advances in knowledge. 

In our Christian experience we strive to be knowledgeable about the 
past, engaged in the present and open to the future. This approach makes 
Christians especially valuable in a research environment. 

— Dr. Gary Patterson 

Sponsored by Rice Veritas chttp://www.ruf.rice.edu/~veritas/veritas.htm> 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~veritas/veritas.htm
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Dance marathon tomorrow night 
By Daniel McDonald 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Pulling an all-nighter is no 
longer restricted to students do-
ing homework. 

About 60 students will be danc-
ing for 12 hours from tomorrow night 
to Sunday morning as a part of Stayin' 
Awake for Kids' Sake. 

SAFKS will take place from 
10 p.m. to 10 a.m. in the Grand Hall 
in the Rice Memorial Center. 

SAFKS is part of Dance Mara-
thon, a national campaign created 
by Children's Miracle Network. Pro-
ceeds of SAFKS will benefit Memo-
rial Hermann Children's Hospital, 
SAFKS co-director Alex Kipp, Jones 
College junior, said. 

The marathon is the culmination 
of weeks of fundraising by the danc-
ers, each of whom was required to 
raise at least $100. 

Dancers will check in between 
8:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. to pick up their 
T-shirts and meet with their morale 
groups, which are designed to keep 
the dancers enthused throughout 
the 12 hours. 

Gary Morris, assistant physics 
professor, "will be the master of cer-
emonies, co-director Lyda Smayling, 
a Jones senior, said. 

A dinner, dance lessons and per-
formances by Spontaneous Combus-
tion and the Rice Philharmonics are 

planned, Smayling said. The final-
ized schedule can be found on the 
SAFKS Web site at www.safks.org. 

Organizers will give each stu 
dent 10 tickets at the beginning of 
the dance. Each ticket is good for a 
10-minute break from standing, 
Head of Dancer Relations Maria 
Tian said. 

"It's an incentive to get people to 
stand for all 12 hours because if you 
don't use all 10 coupons, the cou-
pons wili end up going into the raffle," 
Tian, a Jones junior, said. 

'It's an all-around good 
time for a very worthy 
cause.' 

— Jessica Mucci 
Will Rice College freshman 

A free Kaplan course, a DVD 
player and a cell phone will be given 
away at the end of the dance. 

"Those three are going to the 
person who fundraises the most, the 
most active dancer and a random 
dancer [who has his ticket drawn]," 
Kipp said. 

Smayling said she expects SAFKS 
to raise a few thousand dollars. The 

final total will be announced at the 
end of the marathon, she said. 

Students who did not pledge to 
participate in the marathon can still 
make a contribution, Kipp said. 

Donation jars will be set up in 
front of the Grand Hall, and the col-
lege that donates the most money 
will get a study break. Friends can 
join dancers for an hour by donating 
toys or children's books, or by mak-
ing a monetary donation, Kipp said. 

Will Rice College freshman Jes-
sica Mucci said she is looking for-
ward to dancing and is not appre-
hensive about s tanding for 12 
straight hours. 

"It's an all-around good time for a 
very worthy cause," she said. "I view 
it as a celebration for all the work 
and to show our motivation and dedi-
cation to the cause." 

Hanszen College junior Tara 
Teter, one of the morale captains, 
said she does not yet know how she 
is going to keep her group enthused. 

"It's more about keeping myself 
enthused and letting them feed off 
of my energy," she said. 

Kipp took part in a 24-hour Dance 
Marathon at the University of Iowa 
before transferring to Rice, and he 
said the marathon was one of the 
best experiences of his freshman 
year. When he learned Rice did not 
have an annual Dance Marathon, he 
decided to start the tradition. 

Teacher Mara Sidmore loves the theater. 

Just ask th4 students she teaches every day. But when it came to her 

retirement portfolio! ̂ wanted a little less drama. 
So she turned to us, a fund nfatiager known for a steady hand. In these volatile times, 

w l tan help people build portfolios that are anything but. 

Now she saves all the theatrics for the stage. 

Log on for ideas, a ^ v i ^ ^ n d results. TIAA-CREF.org or call (800) 842-2776 

I I 

»./ ~ «• jt 

Managing money for people 
with other things to think about. 

RETIREMENT I INSURANCE 1 MUTUAL FUNDS I COLLEGE SAVINGS I TRUSTS I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, Inc. and Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. distribute securities products. 
For more information, call 800-842-2733. ext. 5509, for prospectuses Read them carefully before investing. © 2002 Teachers 
Insurance and Annuity Association-College Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed; 

• SA Internal Vice President Clare Johnson ran the meeting because 
President Matt Haynie could not attend. 

• The General Election starts today at noon and runs through Wednes-
day online at http://sa.rice.edu. Students will be able to vote from 
12-1 p.m. today, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday on laptops set 
up in every college commons. (See Story, Page 1.) 

• Applications to be the undergraduate representative on the Presi-
dential Search Committee are available at the SA office in the 
Student Center. Completed applications are due at the SA door 
Monday. 

• The Senate approved the General Election ballot. 

• Johnson, a Sid Richardson College sophomore, presented a draft of 
the SA resolution on tax-free textbooks. The resolution supports a bill 
in the Texas legislature that would make textbook purchases tax-
free. Senators will discuss the resolution with students at their 
college, and the senate will vote on the resolution March 3. (See 
Story, Page 8.) 

• Jones College junior Alan Kolodny and Wiess College sophomore Phil 
Levine presented a draft of the Rice Environmental Policy Resolution. 
The resolution in part calls for Rice to consider environmental impact 
in its planning. Senators will discuss the resolution with students at 
their college, and the senate will vote on the resolution March 3. (See 
Story, Page 8.) 

The next meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in the Farnsworth Pavilion. 

• i • 

A perfect likeness 
KATIE STRF.IT/THRESHER 

Martel College sophomore Erin Porter draws a portrait of Martel junior 
Elisheva Danan at Saturday's opening of the Wiess Art Gallery. 
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Voting begins online Feb. 21 at noon and ends at 1 pm on Feb. 26. 

To vote, go to http:llsa.rice.edu/elections or follow the Rice homepage link. 

SA PRESIDENT 
Parisa Azamian 

As an activc member of the SA Senate for the past two years, I have the knowledge and 
resources to represent the student body effectively and thoroughly through this representa-
tive group. 

Some experience includes: 
</ SA Secretary 
v SA New Student Representative 
</ Active member of K T R U 
>/ Rice Dance Theater Social Planner 

Through Executive Commit tee participation, I understand the mechanics of the SA Senate. 1 will lead a Senate that 
will connect the student body and the many divisions of the university including administration and student-athletes. 
I will provide this link through my interaction with administrators, understanding and involvement in student 
organizations, and the establishment of accessible information. 

My goals include: 
Increased communication between students and administration through monthly forums and goal-specific SA 

committees 
</ Increased student awareness of campus issues through creation and implementation of a student involvement 

website as a all-inclusive resource for all Rice students 
>/ Increased interaction and integration between residential colleges through college exchanges and campus-wide 

events 
I also intend to: 
* Improve the existing shuttle system. 
</ Evaluate and improve Career Services 
</ Provide better meal plan options for on- and off-campus students 
</ Strengthen campus diversity and cultural awareness through better integration of campus organizations 
I am devoted to the welfare of the student body and will work hard to improve and enrich undergraduate student 

life. The SA can be a useful resource if guided by strong leadership. Vote Parisa and make a difference. 

Anna Friedberg 

William McKee 
Upon being admitted to Rice, I finally had an answer for the elders of my home. When 

I answered Rice University, one old man broke out "Root toot toot, Root root toot. We are 
the boys from the Institute!" All of a sudden I had my doubts, but after two years here, I know 
that Rice was the best choice for me. 

Howdy. William Jackson McKee is my name, and being SA President is my claim. I am 
a member of Lovett College, but more importantly, a student at Rice University. Being SA 
President has been my goal from my first day at Rice because I want to make a positive impact. 
Here are a few reasons why you should vote for me: 

There is no responsibility more important than representing you, the student, ro all aspects of 
the university. 
W h e n I have given my word, I always follow through. 
Lovett SA Senator, Rice University Athletic Commit tee, Current SA ad hoc committee, Beer 
Bike Track Coordinator 
W h y settle for less? I will never be satisfied with the status quo. 

Wha t are my goals as President? First, I want to prove that the SA has done something for you recently. Although 
most often subtle, the SA is the most important engine in representing the students. I will continue to drive diversity 
throughout campus, whether athletics, religion, sexual preference, etc. Rice's diversity is one of its most important 
features, and one that I support . 

* Responsibility 

• Integrity 
• Commi tmen t 

• Excellence 

Andy Weber 

I am Anna Friedberg - a junior from Martel and Martel's President. I am excited to run 
for the position of SA President. 

T h e SA has a great deal of potential. The SA should focus on working extremely closely 
with the colleges. T h e SA President should attend college government meetings, as well as 
a variety of student organizations on campus. The SA will gain strength from the support of 
the colleges, student groups and the students,which will help to remind everyone we are all 
members of the SA and elicit greater involvement. 

I believe the SA should work with the colleges rather than just take hold of issues that 
the colleges don' t want to "deal" with. Every year there are new issues and as they come to light the SA should be the 
coordinating body with the College Presidents and the SA Senators. The SA is the best way to work with the 
administration to decrease the disparity between the colleges. Transferring from the South Side 1 know what a huge 
disparity there is between the quality in college infrastructure. 

I believe as a College President that my transition to SA President would be a smooth one. My experience with the 
SA, the administration and gaining student opinion will greatly diminish my learning curve in the job and allow me 
to hit the ground running. If you feel that you want to be truly represented in the campus-wide Student Association 
then vote for me as your next SA President. 

Hubert Gorniak & Scott Selinger 
Gazing into the future. No, glaringmxo the future. Thus is the creed of the Hubert /Scott 

regime. 
We're riding into this election on a platform of courage, driven by integrity and fueled 

by honor, with airbags of justice, a rear-view mirror of dedication, and a cup-holder just 
overflowing with righteousness. 

Sure, we have our share of nay-sayers and yes, as co-presidents we'll most likely usher in 
an age of chaos. But what do you care? Look at these goobers running against us! D o you really 
want to vote for one of them? 

Look, if we win Scott will rattle some cages upstairs on behalf of ya'll and them fat-cats will get all red in the face, 
at which point Hubert goes in and does his little, "Hey, I'm Hubert!" thing, followed by that obnoxious laugh of his 
(you know the one I'm talking about). 

Will voting for us help theSA move forward? Absolutely, in the same way that a left- turn into a red light is progress. 
Seriously, when you combine Scott's ability to unknowingly piss people off with Hubert ' s God-given gift to talk 

his way out of anything, what 's the worst that could happen? Ultimately nothing because our superpowers would cancel 
each other out, like if the Domino's Noid fought'Z.//r/f Caesar's Little Caesar. Remember those guys? Whatever 
happened to them? 

So vote for us because, in all seriousness, Mat t Haynie bet us $10 that we couldn't win. Help us drop the hammer 
on that little dweeb. 

Michael Leggett & Bryan Debbink 

As your President, my first priority is to attend government meetings in all colleges to 
hear your views. I am also deeply concerned about your safety, and will demand improve-
ments in the safety of the outer loop, and ensure safe transportation at all hours for those who 
live off-campus. I will also work within the SA to make its functions more effective, and its 
meetings something that people will iook forward to attending. Most of all, heading into this 
important year of change at the highest levels of our administration, I pledge full engage-
ment , ensuring that they share our vision of making RICE the most special and unique place 
for undergraduates that it can be. I will use the full authority of the office to be your #1 

student advocate the administration, demanding accountability for ever increasing fees, and opposing additional 
regulation of student activities. 

However, I 'm more about actions than ideas. My experiences as VP and Co-Founder of Students for Athletic Spirit 
and Support, Sid Richardson's SA Senator, and numerous other important roles in organizations on campus have 
shown me the virtue of effective leadership and appropriate action. While fulfilling these promises, my number one 
priority is to address your concerns, goals and ideas, so that they are not empty talk, but concrete action. I believe that 
the Student Association is not about the Senate that meets Monday nights: it's about all 2700+ undergraduate members 
working together. With your support, we will accomplish great things in the coming year. 

SA INTERNAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Derrick Matthews 

Many of you doubt the ability of the Student Association to get things accomplished, but 
as the Internal Vice President I plan on increasing productivity and proving that the SA can 
get things done. 

O n e of the main roles of the I VP is to oversee the senate standing committees. Monday 
night SA meetings are important to inform the student body about what is happening and 
make important decisions, but the ability to directly impact student life is best handled 
through these committees. The committees this year had great ideas but were unable to 
produce tangible results because the only members were the chairs themselves. Increasing the 

membership of the committees will allow these ideas to take physical form. But as great as any ideas are, they are useless 
without implementation: I have experience getting things done at Rice. As a member of SASS I helped coordinate the 
first annual Halloween Hoops. I'm coordinating Beer-Bike at my college. I have almost two years of senate experience, 
so I won't need a learning curve and can start working immediately. And my active role as Will Rice College senator 
this year shows that I am commit ted to helping the SA make Rice a better place for all undergraduates. 

I urge you to vote in the upcoming election, and 1 hope you'll choose me as Student Association Internal Vice 
President so that I can make the SA work for you. 

Narayan Mulukutla 

"To provide channels of communication and cooperation among all parts of the Rice 
communi ty . " - SA Consti tut ion 

Debbeggett for president! 
This year's Senate will set the expectations of next year's new University President and 

Chairman of the Board. While neither of us holds an official Senate position, both of us have 
been more proactive in the Senate than any of the other candidates. For specific information, 
visit www.RiceSA.com. 

Debbeggett for president! 

Athletes/Non-Athletes Relationships Commit tee 
• Parking University Standing Commit tee 
• Commit tee on Committees 
• Academic Calendar Commit tee 
• Parking Peti t ion/Counter Proposal (4/2002) 

Debbeggett for president! 
Current Planned Projects Begin Complete 
• Create fully functional SA Website 6 /2003 8/2003 
• Seek Student Involvement in Master Plan 4 /2003 
• Shuttle System Evaluation 3 /2003 9/2003 
• Complete LPAP Reform 3 /2003 
» Complete University Standing Commit tee Reform 3 /2003 5/2003 
• State of the Student Body Address 10/2003 
• Logical Plan for Renovating Colleges 11 /2003 
• Decent Homecoming Shirts 10/2003 

Debbeggett for president! 

General Goals 
• Off -Campus SISWeb Access 
• Strengthen SA-GSA-Faculty Council Relationships 
• Reach-out to gather information from students, not vice versa 
• Official Rice Environmental Policy 
• Challenge Senate members to go beyond their defined duties 

Debbeggett for president! 
The foundation for the above goals is communicat ion — not just with the administration or students, but ALL 

members of the Rice Communi ty . While we have ambitious goals, we're confident that with the exceptional group of 
candidates for the other positions, we can complete the above and more. 

My name is Narayan Mulukutla. I am a sophomore at Sid, and I am running for SA Internal Vice President. I have 
been actively involved in the SA since I came to Rice serving in various capacities. Last year, I served as the New Student 
Representative to the SA from Sid, and this year, I served on the executive committee as Treasurer. Because of this, I 
constantly interacted with all of the executive committee members, and J was able to grasp the importance of each position. 
Because of this close interaction, I have a thorough understanding of the I VP position, and therefore, the transition would 
be easy. After nearly two years in the SA, I have realized that the real work takes place in the committees, and the Internal 
Vice President helps oversee this activity. This year, some steps were taken in the right direction in an attempt to make 
the issues discussed at committee meetings, whether they are SA committees or University Standing Committees, more 
accessible to the entire campus. I want to develop this idea of getting the entire campus aware ofwhat is going on. Educating 
everyone on campus on up-to-date issues whether they are minor or major is the real goal of the SA, and it will be my 
number one priority. Thanks, and vote Narayan Mulukutla for Internal Vice President. 

SA EXTERNAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Clare Johnson 

Hey! I 'm a sophomore from Sid, running for External VP, and here are a few things you 
might like to know: 

• The duties of the EVP include appointing people to University Standing Committees, 
helping plan Families Weekend and SA Retreats, and keeping track of what's going 
on throughout the year with the committees. 

• This past year I've served as internal VP and have learned a lot about the SA! 
• T h e issues that matter to me: getting Language 101 classes for distribution, improving 

career counseling/career services, making sure undergraduates know what's going on with 
the committees (such as parking), and getting more people involved in the SA. 

Remember: 

Voting is preferential. Be sure to rank each 
of your candidates by preference. In con-
tested races, your last choices can ultimately 
decide who wins! 

http://www.RiceSA.com
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SA TREASURER 
Ashley Friggel y K 

I Give me my money back, give me my money back, you bitch. Hello, everyone! If you 
m a r * - elect me SA treasurer, at least you'll know where your blanket tax monies are going, if not 

j f l H k | | j j g § | y M | : the $7,430 you spend on moldy housing and exquisite* dining. Why else should you vote 
I for me? I 'm running for treasurer because 1 want to become more involved on campus and 

dedicate my time to more student-oriented activities. I have wanted to be a treasurer since, 
let's see: elementary school? Birth? I really love math; I've taken 7 math classes in my 

w l W P l ; 4 semesters at Rice. It might sound geeky, but 1 trust you'll forgive me when 1 say I really 
enjoy number-crunching and doing tedious tasks - budget balancing is right up my alley. 

I keep accurate records and as treasurer I would keep you informed of the status of accounts in a timely, organized 
manner. I would love to be your new SA treasurer and would be thrilled if you'd vote tor me. Thanks! 

-Ashley 

P.S. If you're ever in PHYS102 and need to know the natural log of 2 . . . 

"And by exquisite I mean really not exquisite. 

Phyllis Huang 
O n e word for you - N O D . 

Hey everyone! 1 figure you didn t want to read through a paragraph ro find the 
information you needed, so here it is in list form why I think I would do a great job as your 
next SA Treasurer: 

- organized and detail-oriented 
- familiarity wilh Blanket Tax organizations (being one of the current Campanile 

editors) 
- responsible and commitment to duties 
- being here tor three years now, I've got a good sense oi what problems and issues are foremost among the students 

minds and to be a part of SA would be a terrific way to effect some sort of change 
• handling a budget that's almost THRJiE times the size of SA's, which lust happens to include the profits 

generated from ... (look above to Line 1) 

So . there vou ate .. . my top five reasons. No more reading ror you! Remember, when you log on to vote and 
scroll down to "SA Treasurer,' ' vote Phyllis Huang! Thank you and have an awesome day! © 

C.W. McCullagh 
As a Math Econ major and wall an experience in Accounting, I hope to direct and 

manage the Student Association's budget and finances. Sitting in on SA meetings this year, 
I saw a glimpse of how backwards and unorganized the budget is. Terms such .is "Hoped 
for " and "Spent so tar were littered throughout the financial report. It is time for the office 
of the I icasurer to cease being the dead leg of the Executive Commit tee and to start taking 
action. Next year, I would guarantee that the budget :s presented to the Senate in a timely 
order so that the SA s blanket taxes could be best applied over the many deserving 
organizations. I would also research the current situation regarding the SA s Merrill Lynch 

account which loses $50 each yeai in tees. The |ob of overseeing the SA's m o n o ' and auditing the many J u b s on 
campus is of primary importance and must be filled by someone totally devoted to the operation of the Student 
Association. Even though managing the accounts of the SA is uch an awesome responsibility, I will be able to give 
my full attention to the SA's monetary success. My extracurricular experiences include serving on a University 
Standing Commit tee and acting as Will Rice Advocate. 1 am more than happy to take this new challenge on. Please 
elect me, C .W McCullagh, as SA t reasurer. 

SA SECRETARY 
Brenda Arredondo 

Noorain Khan 

CAMPANILE EDITOR 
Heidi Sherman &: Sarah Rufca 

heidi herman and arah rutca want to be YOUR campanile editors-in-chief! tor too 
long the Campanile has been ant normal, quaie, it you will, but heidi and arali say no 
more! the campanile is ready to pend a friday night out with he kids its parents warned 
it about, meet Campanile 2004: the year hat Behind the Music will av was when 
everything went a bit mad. we tand tot peace, good candy, and creativity to the tenth 
degree whatever rhat means), it elected, aiaii promises to curb her my so called lite 
addiction while heidi promises not to stop liking those boys with attitude, a vote tor aiaii 
md heidi is a vote 'or disorganized rime. 

RSVP CHAIR 
Trevor Crowell Sc Renee Edlund 

RSVP INTERNAL VICE-CHAIR P f » 
Joe Elias 

Hi I'm from Idaho. I'm also running for RSVP internal vice chair. I 'd liketo help RSVP 
become more involved in the community, obviously. Basically I m willing to organize and 
help carry out events, make phone calls, write emails, and do all the things necessary to help 
the organization make an impact. I'll do a good job, I promise. Vote tor Joe Idaho. 

Ethan Varela 
Hi there! My n aine is Ethan Varela and I 'm running for RSVP Internal Vice-Chair I'm 

a lumor Bakeriie running tor this office because I'm greatly committed to RSVP and its 
honorable mission of aiding the local and extended communi ty through volunteering and 
community service. I have been an active member of RSVP and have worked hard to stretch 
out the hand of RSVP not only to my college, but to all who are interested. Over the years 
I've served as a College Representative for Baker and am currently one of the Co-Chairs of 
the RSVP Health Committee. 1 am a hard worker, am experienced with the organization, 
and am eager to see the organization become the best it can become. I take great pride in 
helping Rice students find ways ro give back to the community, to expand and enrich not 

only their lives, but the lives of many others as well. As your RSVP Internal Vice-Chairperson, 1 would do my very best 
to serve RSVP and Rice by helping 10 maintain the organization s mission, high integrity, and generous spirtt. 

RSVP EXTERNAL VICE-CHAIR 
Rachel Dickerson 

My name is Rachel Dickerson. and I would be thrilled to serve as your RSVP External 
Vice-Chair. I've had a fabulous nine with RSVP during mv three vears at Rice starting with 
Outreach Days and regular volunteering at Ben 1 aub General Hospital as a freshman, 
working as a Baker College Rep and spreading the word about any and all varienes ot 
community service programs as a sophomore, and serving with Ethan V arela as i o-Chair oi 
RSVP Health Committee during die current school vear Under our direction. Health 
Commit tee generated tremendous interest in volunteering at Ben Taub and was responsible 
tor coordinating two new blood drives, doubling the number of opportunities for Rice 

students to donate blood on-campus this year. Mv experience wirh Health Commit tee is especially relevant to the 
position I now seek because, as External Vice-Chair, 1 would work direcrlv wirh rhe chairs of our five committees to 
support our current protects and to work with outside organizations to develop new ones. Helping Rice students find 
ways to give ol their t ime and talents is incredibly rewarding tor me, and 1 would love to continue this work is your 
RSVP External Vice-Chair. Thank vou! 

RSVP TREASURER 
Jason Cheng 

I n n Jason Cheng and I am running tor RSVP Treasurer As treasurer I will put mv efforts 
into controlling the cash How ot rhe club. I will work with mv bellow officers to make sure 
that RSVP's community service programs receive the handing thev need to be successful. I 
hope that by acting as treasurer ! will be abie to help RSVP fulfill its goal of bringing iervice 
to those in the community. 

RSVP SECRETARY 
Hello Rice! My name is Brenda ureuoi ido and 1 wouiu love to ;>e your new SA 

secretary. Well, what do you need in an SA secretary? Above all, she must be a responsible 
and dependable student. I know what it is like to hold offices that require both of these 
qualities and have held them at both the cullege and campus-wide level. I have held cYerai 
offices at Wiess, and am currently the campus-wide Beer-Bike Parade Coordinator. Being 
elected to represent fellow students requires knowledge ot Rice, and as a rising junior, I have 
two years experience getting to know the t raditions and people that make Rice a great place 
to be. This experience lets me know what students want and how to effectively accomplish 

t heir goals. 1 am looking forward to representing students at Rice because! believe in the importance of bo th the college 
system and University-wide unity at the same time. The SA has the potential to be an influential voice by emphasizing 
these ame things and by electing me Secretary. I will help make it happen! 

Emerv Ellis 

Hi everyone, my name is Noorain Khan and I'm running lor SA Secretary. I 'm a 
currently a freshman at Martel. I feel that I'm qualified lor this position for several reasons. 
This year I served with the SA .is a New Student Representative. As a result, 1 have a good 
grasp on the responsibilities entailed in working tor the SA. I also have an understanding 
of what the position ot Secretary entails. Furthermore, I have been active in college affairs. 
1 served on Martel Parliament as a Freshman Rep Also, I am chair ot the Mattel 's Spirit 
Commit tee and I serve on the Cultural Committee. I am involved with other activities at 
Rice and have been the secretary tor several other organizations. So, I guess you could >ay 

that 1 really like raking notes. It I were elected SA secretary. I can guarantee that I would do an excellent iob. I also 
like long walks on the beach, sensitive guys, and candlelit dinners, but 1 guess that s tor anoiher blurb. Anyway, 1 would 
be honored t vou 'oted lor me ro be ,SA Secretary. 

Hi, my name is Emery Ellis and I am running for RSVP Secretary I am qualified for this 
position tor numerous reasons. I became a part of RSVP as a freshman, when 1 was selected 
as rhe New Student Representative tor Jones. This year, as a sophomore. I am rhe RSVP 
Upper Class Representative for [ones. Over the past two years, through these positions, I 
have gained extensive knowledge of rhe inner-workings of RSVP 

Aside Torn being knowledgeable of the organization, I am capable of handling the 
responsibilities oi RSVP Secretary I possess administrative and secretarial skills, necessary 

for any good secretary, which I acquired through an ongoing internship with rhe Baker Institute and through an 
internship with a law firm last uinmer. 

Most importantly. I believe in making the Rice community aware of volunteer opportunities on and off campus, 
and then getting them involved in these activities. If elected, I would be able to continue to carrv out these important 
tasks. 

For rhe above reasons, I am qualified to be the new RSVP Secretary so please vote for me during this week's 
elections. Thanks! 

RFC PRESIDENT 
Ik Karen Finkelstein 

What would you change about RPC? As former External VP and Hanszen Rep, I have 
heard many complaints and have a tun ol ideas on whai to do to make R l \ great! The kev 
u making RPC more accessible io the student body By creating a new website that can give 
you access to everything we do and assembling a calendar that incorporates ail the events 
happening on campus not |ust college parties, • you will always be informed. I want better 
advertising so that vou know where there are Rackets tickets on sale loi halt price or if you 
,.an get vout hair cm tor cheap before rhai big date. O u r money will be used uioie effectively 
by lowering ticket prices to formals, making sure varsity and d u b teams have oui support at 

ailgates, and making Willy Week a pre-Beer Hike extravaganza you icll yout friends about Vnd I hase new ideas too. 
uch .is a College Bowl where colleges can show off all i hat useless knowledge hat fills our brains instead of»choolwoik 
These are lust a few it mv ideas, and, it elected, I would love to include what you want done into k l \ as well 

Both of lis have been very involved in RSVP dui ing our time at Rice. Trevot was a college 
rep Ins freshman yeat, the Health Commit tee Co-Chair his sophomore year and ihe 
External Vice Chair Ins tumor vear. Rcnee .vas a college tep Iter freshman vear and the 
Education Commit tee Chair her ophomore year. Both >1 us have coordinated Outreach 
Days and volunteered with everal RSVP programs. We have ions ot great ideas and plans 
tor RSVP next vear, and look iorward to the chance to continue our commitment to this 
fabulous organization! 

Mary-Margaret Miller 
Hi, I 'm Mary-Margaret. I 'm a junior at Wiev. College and tunning lot kl'L President 

During my nine with RPC, I have devoted myself to the organization as Socials t hau and 
a College Representative. As Socials Chair, I have coordinated Screw Vet Roommate, the 
C urn bo Fes t, the Crush Party, the Hugs Danng Survey, and oihei tun events. As a I o lkgt 
Representative I keep Wiess updated about events sponsored by R l \ 

During my t ime at Rice 1 have been extremely involved in many extracurricular at my 
ollege and iround ampus. Through taking on o many responsibilities 1 have learned 

leadership kills ihat are integral in coordinating m organization like RIM I am confident thai. il elected, I can help 
bring together dedicated individuals to make he most of RPC next year. 

So please vote lor Mary-Margaret tor RPC President! 

# H 

• * 

• * 

# # 

• » 

« • 

• • 

# <§ 

• <f 

€ « 

« <1 

« I 



THE RICE THRESHER ELECTION BLURBS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21,2003 

v 

' ' s'." ' 1 , 1 

13 

HONOR COUNCIL SR. REP. (PICK4) 
Joshua Barron 

For those of you that don t know me, I 'm a Hanszcn Junior, and I have had the privilege 
of serving Rice University through the Honor Council for two years now. I believe that a 
student run honor system is one of Rice's strongest points, and it was through much 
deliberation that my fellow council members and I proposed the amendments to our 
Const i tut ion. We hope to give the appeals process greater clarity and allow the Honor System 
to remain one of Rice s selling points. I hope that I will be allowed to continue to represent 
the students on the Honor Council, and ifelected, I will work to ensure that we have a student 
run system that provides academic freedom for the entire student body. 

Keith Henneke 
I he Honor Council currently faces unique problems that will not be solved this year. 

If selected to represent the Senior Class, I will use my experience with the Council to ensure 
that the Honor System continues to function as a student-run system which upholds 
academic integrity and promotes an atmosphere ol trust and respect between students and 
faculty.Over the past three years, 1 have served in a variety of positions with the Honor 
Council . My freshman year I served as an ombuds, overseeing the Council 's proceedings and 
making sure accused students were informed of their rights and the proceedings. Last year 
I joined the Council as Sophomore Class Rep and was an outspoken member of the 

Revisions Committee. This year I am Jones College Rep and I was selected by my fellow Council members to serve 
as External Vice-Chair. As EVC, I was responsible for the Honor Council orientation during O-Week , planning our 
yearly retreat, and chairing cases. I have been an outspoken advocate of the recently proposed changes to our appeal 
process, and I also represented Rice at the yearly National Academic Integrity Conference last October. I hope to 
continue the work we've begun this year, and would be honored to represent the Senior Class. 

Jason Longoria 
In my two years on the Council , I have learned that a good Honor Council member is anybody who: 

• Checks e-mail frequently 

• Is willing and able to attend a five hour hearing on short notice, even when having a problem set and a 10-
page paper due the next day 

• Expresses opinions candidly, even when in the minority 

As secretary of the Council I have served on many long hearings and participated in numerous debates. I have also 
learned much about the history of the Honor System, and in the coming year I hope that my knowledge of the history 
will be beneficial to the Council. 

Kathleen Milazzo 
I am very excited about the opportunity to serve the class o f 2 0 0 4 on the Honor Council 

next year. I have thoroughly enjoyed working to maintain the honor system within our 
communi ty as a part of the Council since my freshman year, and I believe that this 
experience will allow me to contribute positively next year. The honor system is fundamen-
tal to this communi ty as it fosters trust, responsibility and respect for the traditions and 
ideals upon which this school was founded. It is important that we maintain the spirit of 
the honor code as we search for improvements to it. Thanks for your support! 

Stephen Zak 
The Rice H o n o r System has come under attack in the last year. Now more than ever 

is the time for experienced Honor Council members. I have served as the Martel Honor 
Council Representative for the last two years, during which time I have kept Martelians 
apprised of the issues facing the Honor System. In addition to providing information to 
students, a recent priority of mine has been to gather student input on the recent proposals 
to change the H o n o r Council Consti tution. 

While it is more difficult to represent a class than a college, my commitment to 
representing my constituency will not be lessened by this obstacle, but will instead rise to 

meet this challenge. O n e of the greatest aspects of the Rice Honor System is that it is student run. I believe that we 
should do everything possible to keep it that way. 

Thanks for your vote. 

HONOR COUNCIL JR. REP. <PICK JI 
Amy Askin 

Rob Daniel 

My name is Rob Daniel and I am running for the Junior class Honor Council 
representative. I am an Econ/Pre-Med ma|or and am carrying a 3.4 G.P.A. I am a member 
of the football team and am looking to help improve campus relations between students of 
different backgrounds and interests In light of the controversy over the rccent Honor 
Council episode it has become even more apparent that an equally diverse and represented 
council will become increasingly important over the next few years. The changes in the 
appeal process and the conduction of Honor Council policy will shape how Rice is viewed 
and respected across the nation. The Honor Council binds us all to a higher standard than 

most universities eniov It sets us apart and gives us an edge in the increasingly competitive job market and instills a 
sense of legitimacy to our diploma. It is extremely important for me to help see these standards upheld in a factually 
based and unbiased manner The upholding of its laws and statutes are of most importance to me. I believe I can serve 
this university and represent it well as a member of the Honor Council Help me bring back the legitamacy and the 
absoluteness of the Honor Council by voting for me as YOLR Junior class representative! 

Robert Emmett 

My name is Robert Emmett . I grew up in Bethesda. Maryland, although I am originally 
from Texis Over rhe course of the past vear I have had the opportuni ty to work with the 
Honor Council as an Ombuds . In this position I work with accused students and monitor 
Council proceedings to ensure that students rights are protected. I feel that rhis experience 
has provided me with a unique perspective that allows me to understand the Honor Council 
better than many others. As an Ombuds I have been able to experience what being called 
before the Council is like. I have also been able to work with rhe Council in its meerings and 
have been an active participant in the recent meerings regarding Council procedures. In this 

way I bring both a new perspective to the Council and still have plenty of experience, so that t couid be an active and 
productive member from the start. 

Elspeth Simpson 

I 'm Elspeth Simpson, a sophomore at Wiess College. I've served on the Council for 2 
years, as freshman representative and as sophomore representative. Dur ing my time on the 
Council , I have served investigations, hearings, and as an investigator. I've also been 
involved with revising the Council 's procedures in an attempt to respond to student 
concerns. I am dedicated to preserving the integrity of the Honor System at Rice, and to 
making this system more open and responsive to student input. I would be honored to be 
one of your Junior Representatives. 

Travis Youngblood 

I have served as an ombudsman for the Honor Council for the past year. During that 
time I learned a lot about the system. Upholding the Honor Code is important to me and 
I would like the opportunity to continue serving the student body as a Junior Class 
Representative. As an ombudsman I also 1;- :rned a lot about the system from the perspective 
of the accused students. I had the chance to learn what questions and concerns students that 
come before the council have as well as what rights the accused have. This perspective would 
be very valuable to me as an Honor Council member and would be instrumental in ensuring 
the protection of the rights of the accused. The rights of the accused are essential to 

maintaining a fair, student run system. Vote for me for Junior Representative! 

HONOR COUNCIL SOPH. REP. IPKK JI 
Amber Obermeyer 

First and foremost, I care very much about the integrity associated with your (and my) 
Rice degree. It is with the idea of preserving this integrity that I am running for sophomore 
honor council representative. Further, I would like to see an improved perception of the 
honor council among all factions at Rice. I believe wholeheartedly in the spirit of the honor 
code and the honor council, thus it is my goal to see this spirit upheld. 

Divya Pande 

SAMMY THE OWL 
Lanny Bose 

Lanny Bose wants to lose a couple pounds. He's tried doing the whole "eat right, exercise regularly" thing, but that 
hasn't worked out so well. He doesn't want to have shakes for breakfast or lunch, and magic fat-burner pills arc tot) 
expensive for his budget. So, he figures that standing in a giant furry owl suit for a few hours each week and sweating 
to death is the way to go . . . Wait, did I say "standing"? Make that "shaking my groove thang harder than anyone has 
shaked their thang in the history of thangs" .. . in a giant furry owl suit. So there. 

UNIVERSITY COURT SR. REP. <ixck 21 

Amanda Hugh 

Hi everyone, I'm Amanda, an English major and Will Rice junior. I'm currently the 
University Court's secretary and Will Rice representative. I'm running for UCourt senior rep 
because I've had a great time serving on the current court. Moreover, I believe that the university 
court system is an important student-run institution that is integral to how the university 
operates. Since it is important for students to understand and contribute to the court system, I 
would be interested in hearing suggestions and comments Beinga member of U( -ourr has given 
me the chance to become reaily involved with my fellow students, and I hope I'll be able to 
experience this opportunity again in the coming school year 7 hanks for your support! 

Denny Yeung 

I am running for Honor Council Junior Representative because I believe that the Honor 
Code is an immensely important piece of our education here at Rice. Working within the 
guidelines of the Honor Code instructs us in a set of values that we can retain for our future 
activities and careers and encourages us to be productive, positive members of the 
professional communi ty upon graduation. 

We have all experienced the difficulty of surviving the rigorous and challenging 
coursework in pursuit of a Rice degree, and I firmly believe that, in the end, the value of that 

degree is that others can see and respect the effort behind it. 

This past year I have served on the Honor Council as an At-Large Representative, and through this experience I 
have gained insight and understanding about the honor system and the associated procedures. If I am elected as a Junior 
Class Representative. I believe this background will serve as an invaluable asset. 

UNIVERSITY COURT JR. REP. (PICK 21 
Cara Eng 

Hi. I'm Cara. I've been an ombud and Baker's UCour t rep. I've been part of the 
UCour t process since freshman year. I've attended alt but 6 formals, and i know the process 
well. Please vote for me as your junior rep 

Lindsey Gilbert 

Hi, I'm Lindsey, a sophomore at Jones C ollege [ m running for |unior UCourt rep 
because [ think student run adjudication is an important part of life at Rice a judicial 
court for students is better if it is operared by students. Thanks for voting for me. 

UNIVERSITY COURT SOPH. REP. IPKK D 
Brian Cohen 

My name is Brian Cohen and I am currently a freshman ar Wiess College Whether you 
know it or not, for over a semester I have been diligently serving you as Freshman 
Representative to UCourt , arrending all of rhe court s proceedings and offering input ar 
every juncture. Now in mv second semester of service on rhe court, I am proud to say that 
I always make every effort to hear and consider both sides of a case before casting my vore 
I would be honored to again represent the Class of 2006. so I am asking that you vote for 
me to serve you as Sophomore Representative in rhe upcoming year 

I feci that I aas highly qualified as do rr." peers 'in eh-- courr I asr Fall I wis selected ro he Freshman Repre.senrarive 
by rhe court's current Chair and Vice Chair after an extensive interview Onlv rwo students were chosen for rhis 
position out of approximately 15 who applied and had interviews Ask anv fusrice on rhe court, and rhev will tell » u 
how dedicated I am ro doing rhis job. Ir is true rhar many of rhe court s Justices acquire ? postnon on rhe court and 
then never show up ro fulfill their duties, oftentimes crippling rhe court's ibilirv ro function, but it you elect me. you 
can be sure rhar rhis job will be done and done well. Thank vou for voting! 

UCOURT SOPH. REP. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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UCOURT SOPH. REP. (CONTINUED) 

Katherine Corley 

Cordon DeKock 
Have you been hur t while a t Rice? 

D o you feel that your rights have been violated? 
T h e n call the Law Off ices o f . . . 

N o t really. I am C o r d o n DeKock , and I am r u n n i n g for S o p h o m o r e Justice on 
University C o u r t . I can ' t sue for damages, bu t I can ensure a Fair trial should you ever (God 
forbid) end up in f ront of University C o u r t . As a Brown f reshman, I am active with the Rice 
Rugby club and volunteer with Rice Habi ta t for H u m a n i t y , ESL tutor ing, and S .M.A.R.T. 

1 believe that I am the best candidate to be a Sophomore Justice and will br ing a new perspective and added diversity 
to University Cour t . If elected, I promise to do my best to serve the all of the s tuden t body responsibly, justly, and 
respectfully. 

Vo te C o r d o n DeKock for Sophomore Justice on University Cour t . 
( funny name, serious candidate) 

Brian Love 

An average Rice s tudent will transgress the C o d e of S tuden t C o n d u c t or the Alcohol 
Policy at least once before they graduate. As is displayed in statistic after statistic a round 
admissions t ime; however, Rice s tudents are anyth ing bu t "average." W e are brothers and 
sisters in the t ru th that some are punished and some get away. T h a t is why compassion is 
so vital a c o m p o n e n t in all procedures of University C o u r t . Compass ion , a trait I honed as 
an ombudsperson for University Cour t , whose job it is to familiarize the accused with the 
processes of University Cour t . Compass ion , a fragile trait easily lost in the antiseptic trial 
r oom where accused can become cases, can become briefs to write; can become just another 

th ing to do on a Sunday a f te rnoon . T h a t is, if one loses compassion for fellow s tudents . Th i s trait does not manifest 
itself th rough leniency, nor expediency, bu t if anything, through consistency. T h e law is fluid, molded into shape by 
the precedent of similar cases. So, when I see an accused s tudent 1 recognize them as that guy in my nine o'clock or 
some girl I saw on the outer loop. I want t hem to be judged by the s tandards of the s tudents before them and to move 
on. W e are here to learn, no t to be punished, and we all have our trials, whatever fo rm they take. 

THRESHER EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Mark Berenson 

This year as News Editor , and prior to that since my f reshman year as an Assistant News 
Edi tor , I 've spent years worth of Wednesday nights at the Thresher office working to bring 
you the best news section possible. I 'm ready to take the c o m m i t m e n t I 've shown toward 
news to the next level as Editor in Chief of the Thresher. 

. For those of you who prefer reading the rest of the paper, my experiences have also 

I K > l i f e prepared me well for overseeing the entire paper. As News Editor . I regularly work closely 
^ Mm wi th the other sections including pho to and opin ion , and I have a keen unders tanding of 

h o w all of the sections work. 
T h o u g h the Thresher is current ly an excellent s tudent newspaper, improvements can always be made. As Editor 

in Chief I would like to: 
• Have a func t ion ing W e b site with interactive content . 
• Publish more in-depth features. 
• Take advantage of our new digital cameras to have more photos and pho to features. 
• C o n t i n u e expanding staff recruit ing and training. 
Those are my ideas, bu t since this is your paper, I want to hear what you think. If you have a story idea, want to 

write an opin ion co lumn, or want to come write for the Thresher (we pay!) send me an e-mail at thresher@rice.edu. 

KTRU STATION MANAGER 

S p 5 So you just went joyriding in a golf cart. It seemed like a good idea at the t ime, especially 

after that magical blue punch at N O D . But then you got busted. O u c h . 
N o w you ' re stuck with a split t ing headache, some great pictures, and a one-way ticket 

to U C o u r t . As the Beatles so eloquent ly pu t it: " H E L P ! You need somebody!" Not just 
I S ? M r anybody, bu t someone w h o knows the ropes. 
^ W h e n you walk into your U C o u r t formal hearing, sweating nervously, you don ' t want 

to face a b u n c h of greenhorns. Your academic ca reer—and your reputa t ion—is on the line. 
Th is year, I served as a f reshman representative o n U C o u r t and voted as a full-fledged 

justice second semester. I know h o w the system works. I know about justice, consequences, and standards. More 
impor tant ly to you, I know the fair pun i shmen t for joyriding. I know that smart kids do s tupid things. Believe me, 
I feel your pain. 

Law school is my game plan, so I take U C o u r t seriously. I don ' t mess a round wi th people's t ime, money, or future. 
If you 've ever looked at a golf cart wi th a gleam in your eye, please, vote. He lp m e help you. 

And , next t ime, stay away f r o m the blue punch . 

Amie Knieper 
Is KTRU just "that station that plays weird music? It s not always easy to listen to some 

of what KI 'RU plays, but rest assured there 's a little someth ing for everyone's t a s t es ' -
! V modern classical, improvisational and classic jazz, h ip -hop , electronic, p u n k rock, bluegrass, 

* even death metal. But more than the music. K I ' R U is the sum of the people w h o make it 

A up - over a hundred s tudent volunteers make K T R U one of the largest s tudent groups on 

campus. Work ing as amateur booking agents, concert promoters , web geeks, aud io engi-

neers, and most important ly , DJs, we try to bring p rog ramming and events to the Rice 

campus that make campus life . . . inter resting if no th ing else. Hav ing been involved at K I R U 

for several years, I've seen what K T R U has to offer the university (both good and bad) , and I hope that as stat ion manager 

I can help keep s tudents in tune with and engaged in K T R U s activities. Maybe you ve missed the recent Roller P r o m , 

d idn ' t know about the free annual ou tdoor show on campus, or just plain missed the DJ applicat ion deadl ine. Well , 

hopeful ly in the coming year I and the rest of the K I R U v i a n s can work to peak your interest in what we d o and how 

you can become involved, whether it be as a radio listener, fan at a show, or station volunteer. W h o knows? You, too, 

can be part of the "50 ,000 watt ear enema" that is K T R U . . . 

UNIVERSITY BLUE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Elizabeth Rinker 

M y name is Elizabeth Rinker and I 'm a s o p h o m o r e at Sid. T his is my second year on the 

UBlue staff, and also my second year as poetry edi tor . Over the next year I look forward to 

working with the UBlue staff in pu t t ing together a collection of some of the best art and 

literature that the Rice c o m m u n i t y has to offer , in addi t ion to increasing the visibility of the 

publication a round campus. UBlue represents the many talents of Rice s tudents , and I look 

forward to being a part of its fu ture . 

RBT STATION MANAGER 
Richard Adams 

RBT PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Scott Ellis 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL REP. ipkk 2) 

Kevin Bailey 
T h r o u g h my past involvement with the S tuden t Association and o ther organizat ions at 

Rice, 1 believe I have the experience to best p r o m o t e policies on the Universi ty Counci l which 
will positively impact Rice s tudents for years to come. I look forward to the chance to voice 
s t rong and thought fu l opin ions on the Counc i l if elected. T h a n k you for your vote. 

Rachel Rustin 
1 look forward to representing you on Universi ty Counci l . Universi ty Counci l is a select 

g roup of people f rom the Rice c o m m u n i t y w h o get to deal with the most impor tan t issues 
facing the university. After serving as the edi tor in chief of the Thresher for the past year, 1 
feel conf ident in my ability to represent s tudent opin ion and work with adminis t ra tors and 
faculty members to p roduce s tudent - f r iendly solut ions to campus problems. T h a n k you for 
your vote! 

GENERAL ELECTIONS REFERENDA 
The following referenda will be placed on the ballot to be voted on during the General Election: 

"Do you support raising the blanket tax $2 to cover the increasing Beer Bike operating expenses? Currently, Beer Bike receives 
$3 of the total blanket tax through Rice Program Council." 

"Do you support the following changes to the University Blue constitution?" (visit http://sa.rice.edu/UBlue to see full revisions.) 

RICE 

YOU VOTED FOR THEM. 
HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO MEET THEM. 

SA SENATE CHANGEOVER. 
MARCH 17th. 10 PM. WILLY'S PUB. 
NEW PRESIDENT. NEW OFFICERS. NEW ISSUES, 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://sa.rice.edu/UBlue
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THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
FEB. 27, 2003 

EDITORS 
p i c k s 
t o n i g h t and 

t o m o r r o w 

i 

* 

ART AS A 
SCIENCE OR 
SCIENCE AS 

AN ART? 

The Rice Players present 

Arcadia, a Tom Stoppard 

play that centers around 

Fermat's last theorum. 

Math and theater, 

sounds like fun! 

Hammon Hall. Friday and 

Saturday. 8 p.m., $8 

general admission, $6 for 

faculty and staff, $4 for 

students. For reservatons 

call (713) 348-PLAY. 

tomorrow 
a n d s u n d a v 

DOCUMENTARIES 
VP TO ELEVEN 

Ever wonder what the 

crowd outside a Judas 

Priest concert looks like? 

If so, check out Heavy 

Metal Parking Lot. If not, 

how about Home Movie, 

a look the homes of 

several eccentric people. 

Rice Media Center. 

Saturday and Sunday. 

8 p.m., $5 with Rice ID. 

$6 all others. 

t o m o r r o w 
a n d S u n d a y 

LOST AND 
FOUND 

The Aurora Picture Show 

presents Lost and Found: 

Films by Jay Rosenblatt. 

Rosenblatt will be at the 

screenings of several of 

his found-footage films, 

including King of the Jews, 

which investigates the 

respresentations of Christ 

in Hollywood cinema. 

At the Aurora Picture Show, 

800 Aurora St., 8 p.m., $5 

general admission. Call 

(713) 868-2101. 

.vo MEG RYAX iierk 

'City of Angels' drags its feet instead of flying 
Carly Kocurek 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Time is not on the side of City of 
Angels. 

The musical clocks in at more 
than two hours. Length is not a car-
dinal sin in musical theater. But 
when the show is disrupted by nu-
merous set changes (in my estimate, 
set changes, although executed effi-
ciently, still accounted for at least 45 
minutes of the performance) the 
pace slows to a painful crawl. 

% 'city of angels' 

Sid Richardson College 
Rating: -kick (out of five) 

Tonight through Sunday and 
Feb. 27-28 at 8 p.m. $4 with a 

Rice ID, $6 without. 

Another troublesome clock-re-
lated factor is timing. Countless 
jokes fall flat due to poor rhythm. Of 
course, some of the jokes are as 
cheap and lurid as the Hollywood 
scene the show mocks. 

The plot follows Stine (Lovett Col-
lege junior Wes Gunter), a writer 
hired on a three-movie screenwriting 
deal by producer/director Buddy 
Fidler (Sid Richardson College 
sophomore Steven Bender). 

Stine worships his wife Gabby 
(Sid senior Shannon Hardy) on the 
surface but has numerous poorly 
concealed affairs. As a writer who 
values his craft, Stine finds himself 
at odds with the Hollywood box-
office mentality. 

Stine's plot is a film noir, filled 

BETTER THAN A GRAIL 

with the usual characters: a private 
eye, a wealthy woman and her fam-
ily, a girl Friday, a lounge singer, 
prostitutes and hired strongarms. 

As Stine struggles with his script 
— and the schlocky suggestions of 
slimeball Buddy— he also struggles 
with attempts to muster the type of 
gritty morality he sees in his lead 
character, P.I. Stone (electrical en-
gineering graduate student Ben Graf 
(Wiess '01)), and becomes increas-
ingly involved with his fictional char-
acters, who reflect the people that 
surround him in real life. 

One of the best scenes involves 
Stine and Stone arguing over the 
plot of the screenplay and singing 
"You're Nothing Without Me." 

Other high points are provided 
by Sid senior Lauren Aronson who 
has the perfect balance of sass and 
vulnerability for the dual parts of 
Buddy's assistant (and Stone's fling) 
Donna and Stine's girl Friday, Oolie. 

Sid sophomore Laura Sawyer 
plays Hollywood bimbo Avril Raines 
as well as Mallory, the runaway Stone 
is hired to track. As Mallory, Sawyer 
steals the stage with "Lost and 
Found," a deliciously vampy solo. 

Set design by Wiess College jun-
ior Bryan Debbink and Hanszen Col-
lege sophomore Kelsey Hughes is 
deliciously simple, allowing the "real" 
plotline to have a color backdrop 
while the "fictional" plotline has a 
black and white backdrop. Unfortu-
nately though, the props are clunky, 
occasionally problematic and add to 
the awkwardness of set changes. 

The writers missed some excel-
lent opportunities for parody with 
the film plotline. Further, the char-
acter development is somewhat 

KATIE STREtT/THRESHER 

Stine (Electrical engineering graduate student Ben Graf (Wiess'01})pulls a gun 
on Mrs. Kensington (Sid Richardson College sophomore Kristin Jefferson). 

poor, even for a musical. Why, for 
example, does the articulate and in-
telligent Gabby opt to stay with her 
philandering husband? Even worse, 
the script mocks Hollywood, but it 
ends with a self-proclaimed Holly-
wood ending. 

Perhaps the production could 

have held up in spite of the script 
problems, but it doesn't manage. 
Overall, acting is hit-and-miss, the 
music is well-done but mostly for-
gettable and the set changes bog 
the show clown considerably. City of 
Angels is ambitious, but it doesn't ! 

measure up. 

'Russian Ark' a piece of cinematic nirvana 
Tariq Tapa 
THRESHER STAFF 

Alexander Sokurov's new film 
Russian Ark begins appropriately 
enough with a black screen and the 
sound of a bell. Then, the voice of 
the time-traveling narrator (played 
by Sokurov himself) confesses, "My 
eyes are open, but I see nothing." 

russ ian ark' 

Rating: i r - k i c k * 
(out of five) 

At MFAH at 7 p.m. tonight through 
Sunday and Feb. 28 - March 2. 

Although he never appears on 
screen, he seems to have been magi-
cally transported back to 19th-cen-
tury St. Petersburg and quickly finds 
himself lost inside the palatial Hermit-
age Museum among bustling crowds 
ofimmaculatelycostumed aristocrats. 

Invisible to them, he eavesdrops 
on their conversations while carry-
ing on his own interior monologue. 
Soon he spots another anachronis-
tic character: a black-clad French 
nobleman known only as the Mar-
quis (Sergey Dreiden). The two in-
tellectuals decide to roam the seem-
ingly infinite museum together while 
having an endless debate about 
Russia's artistic inadequacies, its 
cultural heritage and its destiny. 

Along the way they casually wit-
ness, like two flies 
on a wall, the great 
figures of Russian 
imperial history in 
states of personal 
distress: Catherine 
the Great makes a 
beeline for the bath-
room, Peter the 
Great beats one of 
his generals and 
Nicholas I listens 
:mpatiently to a for-
mal apology for the 

COURTESY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, HOUSTON 

Russian Ark, showing at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, explores 300 years of history in one beautiful shot. 

murder of Russian diplomats in Iran. 
The adventure culminates in a stun-

ning recreation of the last Great Royal 
Ball held in 1913 at the Hermitage, 
where a live symphony orchestra (con-
ducted by Valery Gergiev) plays 
Glinka for the revelers, who flirt and 
dance the mazurka. 

As the ball ends, each time-trav-
eler has been so thoroughly mes-
merized by what he has seen that 
his decision about whether to re-
turn home— the Marquis stays, 
Sokurov leaves — is as conflicted as 
the viewer's, who won't want to leave 
behind such a grandly new cinematic 
vision. Yet, this distance is neces-
sary in order to ponder the film's 
brilliance, because when Russian 
Ark was released last year, it simul-
taneously announced two astonish-
ing breakthroughs in filmmaking. 

One is technological — the long-
est, uninterrupted take in the his-
tory of film. An unconventional move 
by any standard, the result of such 
ambition is a miraculous 96-minute 
time-warp of a Steadicam shot 
(filmed in high-definition video by 

Tilman Buttner, Run Lola Run's cin-
ematographer), in which two thou-
sand rehearsed actors interact with 
the camera and each other as they 
mill about the halls and galleries of 
the Hermitage, the world's largest 
collection of Russian art — the 
nation's cultural "ark." 

The other breakthrough is an aes-
thetic one. Unlike other historically 
obsessed directors who have recently 
attempted to re-imagine vanished, but 
nationally formative 19th-century so-
cial orders — Martin Scorsese, whose 
flawed masterpiece Gangs of New York. 
comes to mind — Sokurov frees him-
self from restrictive cinematic con-
ventions, such as dramatic tension 
and emoting actors (even the use of 
editing), in order to express some-
thing more grand than mere narrative 
can contain. 

Although Scorsese's film is, like 
Russian Ark, an even-handed re-en-
actment of a nation's seminal histori-
cal period, Sokurov's disinterest in 
plot is liberating. (Scorsese, one of 
Sokurov's major patrons and inspira-
tions, is thanked in the credits.) Rus-

sian Ark, which opens tonight at 7 p.m. 
and runs through next weekend in 
the Brown Auditorium at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston, is, in a word, 
spectacular. If a film with no plot and 
no developetl characters sounds pre-
tentious, believe me, this one isn't. 

In fact, one of the many pleasurable 
surprises of this beautiful film, which 
brilliantly sustains the lost world atmo-
sphere of a strange, sad fairy tale, is the 
utter lightness of body and mind that 
you are likely to feel as Sokurov's fric-
tionless, roving eye totally abandons 
predictable camera movement 

After the film is over, you return 
as fresh from a state of heightened 
awareness as you would from a wak-
ing dream, ready to ponder its strik-
ing images and heady ideas. 

Sokurov, whose other films have 
left his audiences similarly raw, has 
written of his desire to create a new 
way to capture "the flow of time" in 
a way that suggests "a single breath." 

His latest effort carries his ambi-
tions, and his audience, to levels 
even further than most of us have 
ever dreamed about 
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Next slop: Jhe Station 
• BY ELIZABETH PIENKOS 
™ PAGE DESIGN BY JENNIFER QUEREAU 
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The building itself does not turn heads, incite curiosity or 
provoke discussion. It does not advertise with neon signs or 
with colorful banners. It does not sit on the path often taken, 
but rather at the midtown address of 1502 Alabama. In fact, 
the first time I visited it, I drove past the gray and unassuming 
structure that houses The Station. Still, the young art museum 
promises to stand apart from the rest and to deserve all the 
attention it will inevitably attract. 

In a city peppered with art museums, is there really a need 
to create another? With the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; 
the Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston; and the Menil, 
what can one more art museum bring to the scene? 

Two years ago J im Harithas wanted to create an extension 
to the Art Car Museum, but then he saw the space on Alabama 
and decided to create an entirely new museum. 

What at first seemed an 
OBSCURE locale is apparently 
the main thoroughfare for 
much of the city's widespread 
community. 

Harithas, founder of the Art Car Museum, shares the job 
titles of founder, benefactor and boss of The Station with his 
wife. Harithas said that he's only "sort of in charge" and the 
museum is run more like a team. 

Relatively far from the Houston Museum District, The 
Station sets itself apart from its contemporaries with a physical 
separation that reflects its unique ideology. 

Unlike other museums in Houston, Harithas wanted his 
museum to be more local and community-oriented. 

"There's no other venue like [ours]," Harithas said. "We 
try to bring in artists from the community." 

Thus, it makes sense that he would choose a location close 
to both the Project Row Houses (a collection of renovated 
houses that exhibit the creative works of Houston's black 
community) and Houston Community College. 

Both sites attract Houstonians from a diverse array of 
cultural, economic and social backgrounds. What at first 
may have seemed like an obscure locale is apparently the 
main thoroughfare for much of the city's widespread 
community. 

With The Station located in this setting, Harithas hoped 
to attract an eclectic mix of people from all around Houston. 

The owner also wanted the museum to focus on more 
political and social issues. 

"We like to have a political reference," he said. "Most 
museums are not concerned with politics." 

Rather than espousing any political ideology, The Station 
"represent[s] artists who speak out radically" and who 
"challenge dominant society," Chief Curator Tex Kerschen 
said. 

The Station's source of funding permits it to behave more 
controversially than its contemporaries. 

"You can see a dominant ideology in museums across the 
country, and that would be a very conservative right-wing 
type of perspective," Kerschen said. 

"It's pretty clear if you look at 
the funding - most Houston art 
exhibits are underwritten by 
Enron, and they're 
underwritten by Halliburton. 
The majority of these art 
exhibits are funded by the 
[political] right." 

As a result, Kerschen said, 
when scandals occur in these 
and similar businesses, the 
mainstream Houston art 
scene is strangely silent. 

"You're not going to see 
any art by artists that 
challenges these aspects of 
society," Kerschen said. 

Because The Station is 
privately funded, those who 
run The Stadon do not need 
to worry about offending or 
scaring away their 
benefactors by embracing 
hard-to-swallow ideas. Nor 
do they need to worry about alienating their 
audience, since entrance is completely free. 

Thus, the museum will continue to represent free-thinking 
artists, not only because it can, but because it wants to and 
needs to. People like Kerschen and Harithas view such open 
discussion as their responsibility to the free and thinking 
world. 

Kerschen said he expects The Station to present exhibits 
that go beyond the typical art museum fare of paintings, 
drawings, sculptures and installations. 

"In the future we're looking at having some performance 
art and showing some films," Kerschen said. 

Because The Station is 
privately funded, those who 
run [it] do not need to worry 
about OFFENDING or scaring 
away their benefactors by 
embracing hard-to-swallow 
ideas. 

The next show will feature works by Palestinians Jordanians 
and Syrians. 

"[My wife and I] spent a month over there to pick out some 
really great pieces," Harithas said. 

Rice students interested in becoming involved with The 
Station, especially with its upcoming exhibit, should contact 
Harithas. 

The Station is located at 1502 Alabama and is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is free. 

For more information, call 
(713) 529-6900. 

(Top) The gallery at The Station Incorporates various media. 
(Above) Devon Moore's "Cllcktrack" plays with texture. 

(Below) The first exhibit at the venue featured paintings by 
James Little. 

(Below left) Dennis Oppenheim's "Silver Bullet" Is a captivating 
installation. 

IMUTFTTU 
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Owl fan cheering 
right on the money 

I normally come down harshly on Rice sports fans 
for their apathy and low numbers, but they made me 
proud Friday night. 

Sitting in the stands at Minute 
Maid Park for the baseball game 
against Texas A&M University, 1 
heard Rice fans support their 
team in a well-educated fashion, 
in stark contrast to the Aggies 
behind the opposing dugout. 

Instead of inane and, most 
incendiary of all, homophobic 
barbs and cheers directed at the 
opposing team. Rice fans 
cheered their Owls not only for 
big plays, but also for subtler 
plays. The supporters, although 
somewhat quiet, also did a reasonably good job of 
standing on two-out, two-strike pitches and yelling at 
appropriate times. 

Sophomore catcher Jeff Blackinton pinch hit in the 
fourth inning for his only at-bat of the game. With 
Rice holding a 5-4 lead and runners on first and 
second, Blackinton's sole responsibility was to 
advance those runners into scoring position. The 
walk-on from Bainbridge Island, Wash., did just that 
with a perfectly-executed sacrifice bunt, and the 
applause from the Rice fans as Blackinton returned to 
the dugout was almost as loud as the applause when 
the Owls went up 6-4 on the ensuing sacrifice fly. 

My intent is not to the extol the virtues of 
Blackinton's sacrifice bunt but to praise the Rice fans 
for their knowledge of the game displayed by cheer-
ing such an under-appreciated play. 

A&M, on the other hand, lived up to its small-town 
conservative reputation by cheering wildly whenever 
a Rice player tapped the butt of another player in 
encouragement and booing when the player patted 
another part of the body. 

The organized, official manner of the ridiculous 
'cheer' brings A&M athletics and its support, which I 
will acknowledge is phenomenal in its quantity and 
fervency, into a new light. Such homophobia and 
intolerance has no place in sports, as seen by the 
controversy raised on our own campus last fall by the ill-
advised comments of head football coach Ken Hatfield. 

Hatfield is not relevant to this case except as an 
example, but homophobia and negative cheering are 
huge problems in sports, especially male team sports, at 
all levels from junior high to the professional leagues. 

Our football fans, particularly the intoxicated ones, 
are well known for berating other players beyond any 
possible concept of limits, and negative cheering, 
especially when witty, is also used by the rest of the 
student population, including the Marching Owl Band. 

As satisfying as it is to truly get in an opposing 
player's head — believe me I know the feeling — you 
can still affect the game by cheering for your team. 

Big cheers after a defensive stop can spur a 
basketball team to add to its momentum and can 
rejuvenate a team in a shooting slump. Instead of 
Bronx cheers for bonehead plays, a 'Keep your head 
up' mentality can prevent a player from dwelling on a 
bad play and carrying it with him into the next play. 

Most importantly, fans simply need to make noise. 
Weekday baseball games at the University of Houston 
and Southwest Texas State University had large crowds 
but little atmosphere due to the lack of cheering. 
Pegular fan noise — from random yelling and sarcasm 
to organized chants of 'Defense!' led by the cheerlead-
ers — makes sporting events feel exciting and makes 
players feel more involved in the game. 

While yelling during a free throw may not distract the 
shooter much, players do notice when a crowd is into 
the game and when a crowd is dormant. Basketball's 
junior guard Omar-Seli Mance can often be seen 
flapping his arms to incite the crowd, and sophomore 
pitcher Wade Townsend is just asking for fans to scream 
every time he talks trash after a big strikeout. 

Cheering fans may not have a direct impact on the 
game, but they enhance the sporting experience, except 
when their cheers slip into negativity and intolerance. 

Jonathan Yardley is a Will Rice College sophomore, =sports 
editor and a radio announcer for Rice baseball. 

Beckford, Wright have right times 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Although she was many miles away 
from her cheering fans and her women's 
track and field teammates, senior Allison 
Beckford managed to record an NCAA 
automatic qualifying time in the 400-
meter dash at the Armory Collegiate 
Invitational last Saturday at the Armory 
Track & Field Center in New York City. 

En route to a first-place finish, 
Beckford blew away her closest com-
petitor, Louisiana State University's Ha-
zel-Ann Regis, in a meet-record time of 
52.34 seconds. The previous day, 
Beckford was the top qualifier in the 
event in a time of 53.76. 

"[Beckford] had a great perfor-
mance," head coach Victor Lopez said. 
"She ran against three ladies from the 
[University of South Carolina] and two 
from LSU who are among the top in the 
nation." 

With her record-breaking perfor-
mance, Beckford was named Western 
Athletic Conference female track and 
field Athlete of the Week for the second 
consecutive week a: the sixth time over-
all in her career at Rice. 

"[Beckford] had a great differential 
between the first 200 meters and the 
second 2(H) meters of her race," Ixipez 
said. 'That helped her defeat [the com-
petition] easily." 

RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 

Allison Beckford 

While Beckford was in New York, the 
rest of the team was in Ames, Iowa, to 
compete in the Iowa State Classic at the 
Lied Recreation Center. 

The standout performance for the 
Owls over the two days of competition 
was senior Tanya Wright's provisional 
qualifying race in the one-mile run. 
Wright placed third overall in 4 minutes, 
47.59 seconds—just two seconds off the 
WAC record — setting the fastest time in 
the conference this season. 

"Although the race wasn't run the 
way she had hoped, [Wright] still set a 
lifetime best," assistant coach Jim Bevan 
said. "They ran a slow first 400 meters, 
then the girl who is ranked second in the 

country put the hammer down. It was 
only I Wright's! second open-mile race 
in her career at Rice, but she set a life-
time best in the event." 

Junior Keia Watkins and sophomore 
Yvonne Umeh represented Rice in the 
400-meter dash at Iowa while Beckford 
was in New York. Watkins placed fourth 
in the 400-meter dash in 54.78 and re-
corded the fourth fastest time in the 
WAC. Umeh placed 20th overall. 

In the 60-meter events — both the 
dash and the hurdles—Rice's fast fresh-
men earned top spots against the league. 
Nina Mayes was the top collegiate fin-
isher in the 60-meter dash with a time of 
7.55, which places her behind the Uni-
versity of Tulsa's Shana Robinson for 
the league's fastest time. Freshman 
Funmi Jimoh secured the 3rd fastest 
time in the WAC by completing the 60-
meter hurdles in 8.72. 

"[Mayes] ran a 7.51 in the prelims 
and is close to provisionally qualifying 
status," Bevan said. "She loses some time 
in the first 10 meters but always gains 
ground near the end. She is running fast, 
though, and is getting it together." 

Lopez also continued to praise the 
efforts of the freshmen runners. 

"LJimoh] is up with the top hurdlers in 
the nation," I>opez said. "She is relaxed 
and it is encouraging to see her run." 

Besides the 60-meter hurdles, Jimoh 
See TRACK, Page 20 

SUSHU SUZUKI/THRESHER 

Junior rightfielder Austin Davis scores in the fourth inning of Friday's game against Texas A&M at Minute Maid Park. This run cut 
the Rice deficit to 4-3 in a game the Owls went on to win 10-5. Rice hosts the Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational this weekend. 

Sterling defense drives fast Owl start 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDrrORIAL STAFF 

The baseball team will look to con-
tinue its outstanding defensive play in 
this weekend's Crowne Plaza/Rice In-
vitational at Reckling Park, which fea-
tures doubleheaders today, tomorrow 
and Sunday. 

Team defense keyed Rice's 5-1 start 
to the new season after a strong perfor-
mance at the Minute Maid Park College 
Classic and in midweek games Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 

The Owls have not made an error in 
almost 51 innings, dating back to their 
only error of the season Feb. 11 against 
UT-San Antonio. The defense was high-
lighted in Wednesday's game by diving 
plays by sophomore shortstop Paul 
Janish, junior second baseman Enrique 
Cruz and junior rightfielder Austin Davis. 

"I think everything is helped by that 
defense," head coach Wayne Graham said. 

"The pitchers gain more confidence 
— therefore they throw more strikes. It 
disheartens the other team when you 
take away hits like we did (Wednesday] 
— [there were] probably four hits we 
took away from them with positioning 
and a great effort from the outfield and 
Cruz and Janish. If that keeps up, it's 
going to be hard to score on us." 

Opposing teams have not been able 

to break through Owl pitchers, as Rice 
has not allowed a run in the 20 innings 
since the sixth inning of Sunday's 6-5 
loss to the University of Alabama. 

Graham said he expects more of the 
same in this weekend's tournament, 
when Rice, ranked second nationally 
by Baseball America, hosts No. 23 
Stetson University, No. 25 University 
of Mississippi and the University of 
Texas-Arlington. 

"[Stetson and Mississippi] are both 
ranked teams — obviously we're going 

to have to be on our game to win," Gra-
ham said. "Pitching and defense will be 
the key." 

Both facets of the game stood out 
Wednesday, as freshman lefthander 
Colin Matheny turned in one of the most 
surprising performances of the young 
season, working into the seventh inning 
and allowing no runs in his collegiate 
debut — a 6-0 win over Southwest Texas 
State University. The most important 
performance of the week, however, came 

See BASEBALL Page 21 

W E E K L Y S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 

Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Friday 1/4:30 p.m. Baseball Rice Inv. (Reckling Park) 
1 — Ole Miss-UTA; 4:30 — Stetson @ Rice 

Saturday 11 a.m. Men's Tennis vs. UT-Arlington (JHTS) 
Same wrong words to 'Amazing Grace'. 

12/3:30 p.m. Baseball Rice Inv. (Reckling Park) 
12 — Ole Miss @ Rice; 3:30 — UTA-Stetson 

Sunday 11 a.m. Men's Tennis vs. N.C. State (JHTS) 
A Wolf Pack can't fly with a bunch of Owls. 

12/3:30 p.m. Baseball Rice Inv. (Reckling Park) 
12 — Stetson-Ole Miss; 3 : 3 0 — UTA @ Rice 

Thursday 7:05 p.m. Men's BBall vs. SJSU (Autry Court) 
A Spartan 6-16 record so far. 
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Huston has swimmers ready for WAC title meet t 
by Debbie Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

The swim team will head to San 
Antonio this week for the culmina-
tion of its season, the Western Ath-
letic Conference Championships 
Feb. 26-March 1. 

"I have a sense of momentum, 
coming off of our training trip, that 
each meet has gotten better, and 
we've improved upon our mistakes," 
head coach Seth Huston said. "We 
are peaking just at the right time, as 
far as being fit and narrowing our 
goals so that they all point in the 
right direction." 

The championship meet is the 
last chance for the women to qualify 
for the NCAA Championships. Only 
the top 25 swimmers in each event 
are invited to swim at the meet in 
Auburn, Ala., March 20-22. 

'The season has flown 
by and has been more 
fun than last year. I 
don 11 get another 
season after this. This 
is my last chance.' 

— Mandy Mularz 
Senior swimmer 

The Owls hope to surpass last 
year's 25th-place national finish, so 
they will have to qualify more swim-
mers for the NCAA meet than the 
two that competed last year. 

Senior Mandy Mularz, who 
placed second and 11th in the 
50- and 100-yard freestyles, respec-
tively, at the NCAA Championships 

last year, is currently ranked 16th in 
the nation. Mularz said she is fo-
cused for this week's meet 

"The season has flown by and 
has been more fun than last year," 
Mularz said. "I want us to do as 
well as we can. I don't get another 
season after this. This is my last 
chance." 

Sophomore b r e a s t s t r o k e r 
Lauren Hill, who also earned na-
tional points last year, is ranked 
20th in the 200-yard event, and 
junior Elaine Lee is 40th and 67th in 
the 100- and 200-yard butterfly 
races, respectively. 

"I am happy with how I've been 
swimming all season," Lee said. "I 
wouldn't change anything, so now I 
am excited to swim fast." 

Junior Jackie Corcoran is ranked 
53rd and 69th in the 500- and 
1,650-yard freestyle races. 

With a new coaching staff and a 
strong season to build on, the women 
are eager to swim. 

"This year has been refreshing 
and more relaxed compared to last 
year, and that is a good thing," Lee 
said. "[HustonJ brought a new ap-
proach to swimming to our team. 
I've learned a lot both physically and 
mentally." 

The Owls have been pointing to-
ward this meet for weeks by taper-
ing, resting and conserving energy. 
Huston has cut practices shorter, 
and the women have refrained from 
lifting weights. 

"Being tapered always feels 
weird," Mularz said. "It is weird to 
get out of practice earlier — it really 
spoils you." 

Freshman Meghan Brown, fac-
ing her first season at the collegiate 
level, said even a reduced practice 
schedule helps keep her busy. 

"1 feel more energetic, but at 
the same time I have to put that 
extra energy into school right now, 

so it takes away from the effect," 
Brown said. 

With schoolwork and the cul-
mination of a year's training weigh-
ing on their minds, the women must 
leave their nerves behind and fo-
cus on their most important meet 
so far. 

We are peaking just at 
the right time, as far as 
being fit and narrowing 
our goals so that they 
all point in the right 
direction.' 

— Seth Huston 
Head swimming coach 

While the Owls all have qualify-
ing times to worry about, they all 
say that when they step behind the 
block, they don't think about any 
of that. 

"I don't think much before a 
race," Lee said. "I think that is what 
practice is for. "We practice things 
until we can automatically do them 
perfectly in a race without thinking 
about them." 

Mularz said her pre-race mindset 
is a little different. 

"It is hard to describe what it 
feels like the moment before a 
race," Mularz said. "I think it var-
ies for different people, but when I 
get up there, I focus on everything 
and nothing at the same time. Of 
course, there isn't a whole lot of 
time to think during a 501-yard 
event]." 

While NCAA performance is 
based on individual finishes, Huston 
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RACHEL DAVIS/THRESHER 

Sophomore Adi Bichman, seen here Jan. 31 at Rice Pool against the 
University of Houston, is a distance-freestyle threat for Rice at the upcoming 
WAC Championships in San Antonio. 

said he is still focusing on the team 
effort, especially for the conference 
championship meet. 

"I threw out holding specific 
goals and expectations from coach-
ing a long time ago," Huston said. 
"I am pushing a real dynamic team 
atmosphere, where everyone gives 
all they've got through swimming, 
cheer ing and support ing each 
other. If they do that, the end re-
sult will reflect their actions and 
behaviors." 

While SMI J istheodds-on favorite, 
Huston is positive about Rice's chances 
at the WAC level and beyond. 

"Going into the meet, I feel con-
fident," Huston said. "I've been see-
ing good things in practice, the 

way I'd hope it would be only one 
week out. I observe the girls think-
ing, anticipating and looking for-
ward to the national champion-
ships, so I am optimistic about this 
meet." 

For the Owls, all season's hard 
work and preparation has already 
been completed, and all that re-
mains is for the team to perform 
well at the conference champion-
ship meet. 

"All we have to do is get excited 
and look forward to the meet," Ixe 
said. "It is all mental now. We can 
swim as fast as we want to swim. 
[ Huston | reminds us that all the hard 
work we've put in is behind us and 
now is when the fun starts." 
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Men's basketball focusing on defense 
by Rohan Wagle 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

The men's basketball team hopes 
to continue its recent defensive re-
surgence this weekend with two criti-
cal road games against Western Ath-
letic Conference foes LouisianaTech 
University and SMU. 

The Owls averaged 64 points in 
two victories last week at Autry Court, 
bringing Rice's record to 15-7, guar-
anteeing the Owls' first winning sea-
son since the 1998-'99 season. 

"[In the] last couple of weeks, 
we've been spending a lot of time 
working on our shell defense — gel-
ting guys to move to the ball and 
take away driving angles, playing 
more of a preventative style and play-
ing inside-out," head coach Willis 
Wilson (Will Rice '82) said. "We've 
always done that, but we've gotten 
away from it a little bit. 

Rice's toughest game of the week-
end was last night in Ruston, La., 
against the conference's hottest 
team. The Bulldogs have won seven 
games in a row since their contro-
versial 93-92 loss at Autry Court 
Jan. 25, including last week's road 
victories over conference leader 
Fresno State and Nevada. 

Tomorrow night. Rice faces SMU 
on the road, hoping to avenge an 
89-83 home defeat suffered Jan. 23. 
The Owls, with a 7-5 WAC record, 
are just a game and a half out of 
second place. 

"Our goal is to finish in the top half 
of the league, and to do that we just 
can't drop game after game," Wilson 
said. "We've got to be able to win 

games. As I said, we're on the road, 
so we've got to step up to the plate." 

While the Owl defense has been 
thriving, the offense has been strug-
gling. Opponents have been double-
teaming Rice's post players and pres-
suring senior guard Omar-Seli 
Mance, forcing Rice to look to its 
bench for 57 points in the last two 
games. 

'Our goal is to finish in 
the top half of the 
league, and to do that 
we just can't drop game 
after game.' 

— Willis Wilson 
Head men's basketball coach 

"Coach always said not to worry 
about scoring, that it'll come in the 
offense," sophomore forward 
Michael Harris said after the Owls' 
72-62 win over Boise State Saturday. 
"I was just trying to do other things, 
like get my teammates open and 
keep working within the offense, and 
things eventually came." 

Sophomore guard Jason 
McKrieth found the scoring Jan. 13, 
scoring 24 points and adding three 
steals to lead the Owls to a 72-66 win 
overthe University of Texas-El Paso. 
Clutch shots by junior guard Rashid 
Smith, Mance and McKrieth down 

Women's tennis faces 
tough four-game trip 

by Wei-Han Tan 
T H R E S H E R STAFF 

After a disappointing loss Satur-
day against Tulane University, the 
women's tennis team faces the un-
enviable task of playing four matches 
in four days on the road against some 
of the nation's toughest opponents. 

The Owls face a challenging West 
Coast swing in which they will face 
two top-25 teams and two confer-
ence foes. The Owls play fifth-ranked 
Stanford on Thursday, the Univer-
sity of the Pacific on Friday, No. 17 
Fresno State University on Saturday 
and the University of Nevada on 
Sunday. 

"This is a lifetime opportunity to 
get to match ourselves against this 
level of play," junior Karen Chao 
said. "We can only learn and get 
better from the experience. This road 
trip is also good because we get to 
face two conference teams that we 
haven't had the opportunity to face 
prior to conference in years past." 

The Owls are looking for the vet-
eran leadership to guide them past 
their recent disappointments, but 
Rice will also rely on younger play-
ers, such as freshman Blair DiSesa. 

"Our road trip will provide four 
great opportunities for us to show 
what we can do," DiSesa said. "The 
potential for success is there, we just 
need to back it up with a solid perfor-
mance." 

DiSesa was one of just two play-
ers to win their singles matches in 
Saturday's 5-2 defeat against Tulane, 
but fellow freshman and doubles 
partner Lauren Archer said the 
match was frustrating because many 
of the defeats were so close. 

"We are all disappointed because 
we were much closer than the final 
points showed," Archer said. "We 

thresher-sports@rice.edu 

the stretch helped Rice hold off the 
charging Miners. 

"Coach ran us some plays where I 
could assert myself," McKrieth said. 
"UTEP has small guards across the 
line, and Coach went to a play where 
I could exploit guys on the block. My 
teammates got the ball in my hands, 
and I just tried to convert." 

The Boise State game was marred 
by officials that whistled for 53 fouls. 
Rice took advantage of the style of 
play, however, setting season high 
marks in free throw attempts (41) 
and free throws converted (32). 

"I don't remember a game with 
so many fouls — in particular offen-
sive fouls, moving screens, touch 
fouls," Wilson said. "It's just some-
thing you hope that you don't have 
to see the rest of the year." 

While the win clinched the rare 
winning season for the team, Harris 
said the Owls are not satisfied. 

"It's good to know that now we 
eventually have a winning season," 
Harris said. "But this is over and 
done with. We can enjoy it for the 
rest of the day and then put it behind 
us." 

Despite poor shooting — Rice 
shot just 39.1 percent from the field 
— Owl free-throw shooting proved 
decisive. Harris scored 16 points, 
junior center Yamar Diene scored 
13 points and sophomore guard 
Brock Gillespie had 11 points, in-
cluding 6-of-6 shooting from the free 
throw line. 

The Owls hope for the same type 
of defensive intensity to combine 
with more potent shooting in this 
weekend's crucial road games. 

I 

MATT CRNKOViCH/THRESHER 

Sophomore guard Jason McKrieth hangs in the lane Saturday against 
Boise State. McKrieth totaled 32 points in Rice's two wins last weekend. 

need to change that because we have 
already had a couple disappointing 
losses this season." 

Rice started strong in doubles 
play with a win at the No. 3 position 
from junior Yasmin Fisher and 
sophomore Erika Villalobos. 

In the No. 2 spot, however, junior 
Karen Chao and senior Jeri Gonzales 
jumped out to a 7-3 lead, but could 
not close the deal. 

'The potential for 
success is there, we 
just need to back it up 
with a solid 
performance.' 

— Blair DiSesa 
Freshman tennis player 

"We were up 7-3, and at 7-4 we 
had two match points, but we just let 
it get away from us," Chao said. "The 
next thing we knew we were tied at 
seven-all. If we had won, it would 
have given us more momentum. It 
was a lough loss against a tough 
team. Honestly I feel that it boils 
down to a question of believing in 
ourselves," 

Coming off of the momentum 
from the doubles point, the Green 
Wave closed the deal with four 
singles victories. 

Only freshman Blair DiSesa at 
No. 2 singles and Chao at No. 4 
singles earned wins on the day. The 
Owls will try to regroup for this 
weekend's road trip, which opens 
tomorrow afternoon with an away 
match against Stanford. 

Owls rained out of glamour match 
by Jonathan Yardley 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFl-

The men's tennis team saw both 
sides of Florida last weekend, beat-
ing 41 st-ranked Florida State Uni-
versity 6-1 Friday before having 
Sunday's match against sixth-
ranked University of Florida can-
celed due to rain. 

"Everything went as planned at 
Florida State," f reshman Rob 
Searle said. "We didn't play badly 
and gave them a good run." 

Searle spoke modestly, as the 
36th-ranked Owls rolled to victory 
after taking the crucial doubles 
point to open the match. 

'The more I'm playing, the 
more I'm realizing how important 
the doubles point is," Searle said. 
"Psychologically, you're only one 
point up, but it seems like more — 
it makes a huge difference. Hope-
fully in my doubles I can play bet-
ter and start winninga few matches 
in doubles." 

Searle is ranked 16th nation-
ally in singles play, but he and 

junior Vuk Rajevac lost an 8-6 
doubles decision against Florida 
State. Still, the top-ranked pair of 
junior twins Richard and William 
Barker rolled to an 8-1 victory, 
and freshman Tony Haerle com-
bined with senior Cody Jackson 
for an 8-5 win to give Rice the 
doubles point. 

In singles, Searle, Jackson and 
Haerle all won comfortably to give 
Rice the match before the Barkers 
each went to a deciding third set in 
their respective matches. The vic-
tory was especially heartening for 
Searle, who has been plagued by 
back injury and might not play 
this weekend. 

"My back held up okay," Searle 
said. "It ached a little bit and hin-
dered me a little, but nothing too 
drastic." 

Rice then traveled to Gainesville 
to take on the No. 6 Gators, but the 
match was rained out. 

"[Headcoach Ron Smarr] knew 
the forecast was for rain, so we 
were sort of prepared," Searle said. 
"Coach asked them if they wanted 

to play in the morning, and they 
didn't want to play. That was just 
how it went, unfortunately." 

Rice is now 2-0 against ranked 
opponents on the young season, 
but the Owls have yet to face a 
higher-ranked team, a challenge 
Searle said he would have relished. 

"It would've been really good 
just to see where we are at," Searle 
said. "We feel pretty confident 
about ourselves as a team, but we 
haven't been tested. Florida would 
have been a perfect opportunity to 
do that." 

The Owls will take on No. 15 
Minnesota and No. 22 Texas 
Feb. 27 and March 1, but first 
the Owls face unranked Univer-
sity of Texas-Arlington tomorrow 
at 11 a.m. and unranked North 
Carolina State University Sunday 
at 11 a.m. 

"They're two teams that we 
should beat," Searle said. "I might 
not play because, from mine and 
Coach's perspective, it's better to 
get it out of the way and get it 
perfect again." 

Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program 

The Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program at Rice University is currently accepting 
applications from students interested in participating in a mentored program that prepares them 
for entering Ph.D. programs in selected disciplines after they graduate from Rice University. 
Eligible f ields are Humanit ies , Anthropology, Mathematics , Mathematical Sciences , 
Statistics, Physics, Geology, Ecology, and Earth Sciences 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year as a student at Rice University. 
Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited to academic standing 
and potential, life experiences and interests, commitment to building bridges in multicultural 
settings, and interest in pursuing graduate education. Students who participate in the program 
receive a yearly stipend of $l.6(X), work closely with a faculty mentor for two years, and arc also 
eligible for participation in summer fellowship programs at the end of their sophomore or junior 
years. Finalists will be interviewed. Announcements will be made in March. 

Application forms and additional information about the program can be picked up from the 
Office of the Associate Provost, Room 313A, Lovett Hall. 

Application deadline is March 7. 2003 

mailto:thresher-sports@rice.edu
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Lady Owls return in second-place tie 
: 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

After being upse t by Boise State 
University Saturday, the Lady Owls 
re turned home to Autry Court to 
avenge previous losses to Louisi-
ana Tech University yes terday and 
SMU Saturday. 

The 59-51 loss to Boise State 
snapped a five-game winning streak 
for Wee, which fell to 7-5 in West-
ern Athletic Conference play — 
tied for second with the University 
of Tulsa behind Louisiana Tech — 
and 10-11 overall. 

After trailing 48-34 with seven 
minutes, 52 seconds left in the game, 
the Lady Owls went on a 15-2 run 
and closed the gap to 52-51. With 
1:54 to play, senior guard Kim 
Lawson was fouled as she scored a 
two-pointer and had a chance for a 
three-point play. 

Lawson's free throw did not fall, 
however, and Rice was unable to 
score for the rest of the game. The 
most disappointing statistic of the 
game was the Lady Owls' 30 percent 
shooting percentage from the field. 

"We got closer than I thought we 
might get, to tell you the truth, and 
we had a chance," head coach Cristy 
McKinney said. "We made some 

critical fouls that put them on the 
line, ... and then we missed some 
shots. We had some good shots in 
that last closing minute — we just 
couldn't make them." 

Although Rice lost the game, two 
Owls did have notable individual 
achievements. Junior forward Elisa 
Inman recorded her first double-
double of the season with team highs 
of 10 points and 10 rebounds, and 
junior center Johnetta Hayes brought 
her career blocked-shot total to 116, 
breaking the Rice career record. 

Over the past two games, the star 
center has played just 25 minutes 
while battling illness. 

" [The record ] means a great deal, 
but I've been sick for the last week, 
so the record really wasn't my con-
cern," Hayes said. 

McKinney said Hayes' status for 
this weekend is still uncertain. 

Tomorrow night the Lady Owls 
will take on SMU, which defeated 
Rice 67-62 last month in Dallas. Last 
night the Lady Owls tangled with La. 
Tech, ranked seventh in the country 
by the Associated Press. 

The LadyTechsters'visitto Autry 
Court was the first since Rice ended 
La. Tech's 77-game conference win-
ning streak that included play in both 
the WAC and the Sun Belt Confer-

ence. La. Tech quickly rebounded 
from the loss, though, and has won 
every conference game since then, 
including a 79-65 victory over Rice 
last month in Ruston, La. 

"If we can't get up for the La. 
Tech game, then what are we going 
to get up for?" Inman said. 

McKinney believes the team's 
performance has to improve signifi-
cantly to have a chance against the 
Lady Techsters. 

"La. Tech has got a very good 
team, undefeated in the conference 
and playing pretty well," McKinney 
said. "We feel like we can play with 
them, but we've got to play better 
than we did at Boise. We've got to 
play hard, and we've got to shoot the 
ball better." 

With fives games remaining in 
the schedule, only two wins sepa-
rate the second and ninth place 
teams in the WAC. 

"At this point we're working for a 
seedatthe [conference] tournament," 
Inman said. "In the tournament any-
thing can happen, first round all the 
way to the last game, and it would be 
nice to go in with a higher seed. We've 
got to be ready regardless, but the 
rest of the regular season is going to 
help determine that stuff, so we've got 
to win these games." 

BUSINESS BOOT CAMP 
FOR NON-BUSINESS MAJORS 

SUMMER BUSINESS INSTITUTE 
An Intensive Course in Business Essentials 
for Non-Business Majors 
The job market today is challenging, demanding new 

employees be well versed in business concepts and practices. 

The Summer Business Institute at SMU is designed for students 

like you, with little or no business training or experience, 

giving you an edge to compete for top positions in any field. 

• One month, intensive certificate program 

• Real-world business knowledge in: accounting, finance, 

marketing, operations management, presentation skills 

• Career planning assistance 

• Exceptional faculty 

• Nationally-ranked business school in the heart of Dallas, 

a major hub of business 

For more information: 
214.768.9008 
sbi.cox.smu.edu 

Southern Methodist University wil l not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or veteran status. 
SMU's commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. ' * , -£• 
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Golden Owls excel 
Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With only one week remain-
ing until the Western Athletic 
Conference Indoor Champion-
ships, the men's track and field 
team took advantage of two meets 
last weekend in an effort to im-
prove their chances of regaining 
the indoor title. 

Rice sent squads to both the 
RunSport All-Comers Meet and 
the Golden Spikes/Tyson Invita-
tional to maximize their prepared-
ness for their final meet before 
conference. 

The RunSport All-Comers 
Meet was held at the Yeoman 
Fieldhouse Feb. 15 at the Univer-
sity of Houston, while the Golden 
Spikes/Tyson Invitational was 
held Feb. 14-15 at the Randal 
Tyson Track Complex at the Uni-
ve r s i ty of A r k a n s a s in 
Fayetteville, Ark. 

"The Golden Spikes is an elite 
meet, while theTyson Invitational 
is a collegiate meet," head coach 
Jon Warren said. 

Competitors had to be for-
mally invited to compete in the 
Golden Sp ikes c o m p e t i t i o n , 
which showcased some of the 
nation's best athletes. 

For Rice, sen iors T o m m y 
Oleksy and Vaughaligan Walwyn 
were asked to compete in the 
meetagainstmembersof the USA 
Track and Field team, including 
Olympian and 2001 World Out-
door Championships silver med-
alist Savante' Stringfellow and 
2002 USA and NCAA Indoor 
Champion Miguel Pate. 

"This was the Grand Prix." as-
sistant coach Darrel Robinson 
said. "This is where they will have 
the NCAA national meet, so for us 
it was like a little national meet. 
Hopefully once they line upagainst 
someone good [at the Golden 
Spikes/Tyson Invitational), the 
butterflies will be smaller when 
they run at the conference meet 
— it gives them experience." 

Facing America's top talent, 
Walwyn earned eighth place over-
all, while Oleksy tied his season 
best jump in a sixth-place finish. 
On his landing however, Oleksy 
landed awkwardly and hyperex-
tended his elbow, forcing him to 
forgo his remaining attempts. 

Oleksy said he expects to be 
ready to go for the conferenc meet. 

The remainder of the team 
traveling to Arkansas competed 
in the collegiate Tyson Invita-
tional. Rice's 1,600-meter relay 
team of juniors Ben Wiggins, 
Adam Davis and Daniel Pessing 

and senior Erik Mazza fell more 
than a quarter of a second short 
of provisionally qualifying for the 
NCAA championships. 

"It was a good race for them," 
Robinson said. " P e s s i n g an-
chored well for them and had the 
fastest split of the season." 

Pessing's fast split time is im-
pressive considering that just 
thirty minutes earlier, he had 
competed in the 800-meter run. 

"I had a short rest between 
events," Pessing said. "In the re-
lay, I didn't want to take it out [too 
quickly] at first but I started to reel 
[the competition] in over the last 
200 meters." 

Although the team finished 
second to Barton County Com-
munity College of Great Bend, 
Kan., in the event, the Owls set 
the top mark in the WAC at 3:12.26. 

The normally tame 800-meter 
run turned into a fight to the fin-
ish with 10 competitors jostling 
for position on the small banked 
indoor track. Davis, who has al-
ready provisionally qualified in 
the 800-meters, finished 8th over-
all in 1:51.21, while Pessing nearly 
matching his season best by plac-
ing 10th. Mazza ran in t h e 
unseeded 800-meter event. 

"In the 800 meters, there was 
a lot of bumping and shoving," 
Robinson said. "You needed your 
helmet and mouthpiece out there. 
[Davis] got cut off at one point 
and almost came to a complete 
stop — that affects your race. 
You run your best race when ev-
erything is clean." 

Wiggins set the Owls' best 
time for the season in the 200-
meter dash in 21.97. 

In the field events , junior 
David Jacobs cleared 15 feet, 
seven inches — the fourth-best 
mark in the WAC this season. 

Back in H o u s t o n at t h e 
RunSport All-Comers Meet, se-
nior Clifford Sparks tuned up for 
the conference championships 
with fast times in the 200- and 
60-meter dashes. 

Senior Kevin Bowen teamed 
up with freshmen Bryce Luna, 
Eric Spear and Bahnsen Miller in 
the 1,600-meter relay to finish 
sixth overall. Miller also com-
peted individually in the 400-
meter dash and set Rice's second 
fastest time this season at 50.81. 

Sophomore Aaron Redman set 
another season-best time for the 
Owls by placing eighth in the 
one-mile run in 4:28.55. 

The team will take this week-
end off before the conference 
meet to practice on some last-
minute race details. 

WAC Indoors approaching 

S C H O O L O F B U S I N E S S 

TRACK, from Page 17 
also competed in the long jump, 
clearing 17 feet, 8 3 / 4 inches as well 
as the 1,6(X)-meter relay. The relay 
team of Jimoh, Watkins, sophomore 
Yvonne Umeh and freshman Megan 
Sandler placed fourth in 3:45.40. 

'We will have high 

quality workouts but 

try to stay relaxed and 

continue our mental 

training.' * 
—-Victor I ̂ ope/ 

H< ad w o m e n ' s 

t rack artel field coach 

— . y ; | 
On the first day at cofcfpetitio^, 

Rice's field event crew showed why 
the team is on track to witi a fourth 
indoor conference championship. 

In the long jump, Jfimoh achieved 

the best measurement of any Owl 
this season by leaping 17-08 3/4. 

"I was feeling really powerful in 
the long jump," Jimoh said. "I have 
almost got my start down in the 
hurdles, and I believe that I can do 
so much more." 

Juniors Beth Hinshaw and Ally 
Daum competed in the pole vault, 
earning second and 13th place, re-
spectively. 

Senior Summer Bell ran a life-
time-and WAC-best time of 17:18.03 
in the 5.000 meters, while Rice's dis-
tance medley relay crew of Wright, 
Watkins, Sandler and f r e shman 
Brandi Armstrong took sixth place 
in the mee t with a WAC-bes t 
11:37.73. 

The Owls now have one week left 
to practice until they travel to Boise, 
Idaho, for the WAC Indoor Champi-
onships to defend their three con-
secutive titles. 

"Everything is in place," Ix>pez 
said. "This week we will work on our 
race tactics, strategy and race differ-
ential. We will have high quality 
workouts but try to stay relaxed and 
continue our mental training." 

t 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
feb. 13-19 

Fi 

Rice (5-1) 
Name (pos) AB R 
Jorgenseri cf 5 0 
Kolkhorst If 3 
Sinlsi l b 4 
Davis rf 4 
Stansbrry 3b 5 
Bubela dh 4 
Emerson ph 1 
Janish ss 4 
Cruz 2b 3 
Blackinton c 3 
Matheny p 0 
Pendleton p 0 
Baker p 0 
Aardsma p 0 

SWT (4-6) 
H Bl Name (pos)ABR 

4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
1 0 

Totals 36 6 9 

1 Tierce cf 
2 Suarez ss 
1 Spencer dh 
1 Coles 3b 
OMartinez rf 
OZigal If 
0 Perdue ph/lf 1 0 
0Cooper l b 4 0 
0 Carter c 2 0 
IChancellrph 1 0 
OWilliams c 1 0 
0 Ramos 2b 2 0 
0 Covert p 0 0 
OHankins p 0 0 

Abschneidr pO 0 
6 Totals 30 0 

H Bl 
1 0 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 001030 110 — 6 9 0 
SWT 000 000 000 — 0 5 2 

E — Suarez (2), Carter (1). LOB — Rice 9, SWT 8. 2B 
— Sinisi (3). SB — Kolkhorst (1), Cruz (1), Suarez 2 
(3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 
Rice 
Matheny 6.1 3 0 0 2 3 
Pendleton 1.1 2 0 0 3 1 
Baker 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 
Aardsma 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 
SWT 
Covert 6.0 6 4 3 0 2 
Hankins 1.2 3 2 1 2 2 
Abschneider 1.1 0 0 0 1 1 

Rice (4-1) 
Name (pos) AB R 
Jorgensen cf 5 1 
Klkhrst 2b/lf 5 0 
Sinisi l b 4 0 
Davis If/rf 3 0 
Bubela rf 2 0 
Cruz 2b 1 0 
Stansbrry 3b 3 1 
Pendleton dh2 0 
Emerson ph 1 0 
Janish ss 3 1 
Ruchti c 4 0 
Townsend p 0 0 
Niemann p 0 0 

Houston (2-5) 
H Bl Name (pos)AB R 
1 1 Bourn cf 2 0 
1 0 Buchanan cf 1 0 
2 lBluhm If 3 0 
0 0 Lucas If 1 0 
0 OCho 3b 3 0 
0 OCooley l b / p 4 0 
0 0Papa...dh/lb3 0 
0 0Musslwht2b3 0 
0 0 Farrington rf 3 0 

Totals 33 3 5 

1 1 Bruce ss 
0 0 Logan c 
0 0 Roberts ph 
0 0 Bott c 

Sullivan p 
Wagner p 
Gartz p 
Putman p 

3Totals 

3 0 
2 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

29 0 

H Bl 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
4 0 

Score by innings 
Rice 000 021 000 
UH 000 000 000 

R H E 
3 5 0 
0 4 3 

E — Bluhm i l ) . Cho (2). Sullivan (1). LOB — Rice 8, 
UH 7. 2B — Janish (1). Papavasiliou (4). Farrington 
(2). SB — Jorgensen (3), Sinisi (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 
Rice 
Townsend 6.1 3 0 0 4 8 
Niemann 2.2 1 0 0 0 2 
UH 
Sullivan 6.0 4 3 2 1 8 
Wagner 1.1 1 0 0 0 2 
Gartz 0.1 0 0 0 0 1 
Putman 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 
Cooley 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 

Win — Townsend (10), Loss — Sullivan (0-2). Save 
— Niemann (1), WP — Sullivan (2). HBP — by 
Sullivan (Bubela), by Sullivan (Pendleton), by Sullivan 
(Stansberry). by Wagner (Davis), 

Attendance — 1,116 

RICE 5 ALABAMA 6 

Score by innings R H E 
Rice (3-1) 040 100 000 — 5 10 0 
Alabama (2-1) 200 301 00X — 6 8 0 
Rice: Josh Baker, Matt Ueckert (4), Marcos Ramos 
(6). David Aardsma (7) and Justin Ruchti. Alabama: 
Jeffrey Norris. Allen Ponder (4), Brian Reed (9) and 
Charlie Lyons. John Marshall 
Win — Ponder (1-0). Loss — Ueckert (0-1). Save — 
Reed(l). 2B — Rice: Cruz(l), Bubela (1). 3B — Rice: 
Ruchti (1). HR — Alabama: Hearod (2). 

BAYLOR 3 RICE 4 

Score by Innings R H E 
Baylor <3-3) 001 010 010 — 3 9 0 
Rice (3-0) 300 100 OOX — 4 10 0 
Baylor: Trey Taylor, Abe Woody (4) and Josh Ford. 
Rice: Philip Humber. Lance Pendleton (7), Wade 
Townsend (9) and Jeff Blackinton, Justin Ruchti. 
Win — Humber (1-0). Loss — Taylor (0-1). Save — 
Townsend (1) Hold — Pendleton (2). 2B — Baylor: 
Durtoin 2 (5). Ford (4), Witt (3). 3B — Baylor: Griffin 
(1); Rice: Sinisi (1). 

RICE 10 TEXAS AAM 5 

Score by inning* R H E 
Rice (20) 200 222 002 — 10 16 0 
Texas A&M (11) 400 000 100 — 5 9 2 
Rice: Jeff Niemann, Wade Townsend (7). Lanc^ 
Pendleton (7), David Aardsma (7) and Justin Ruchti. 
Texas A&M: Kyle Parcus. Brian Finch (4), Matt Familf 
(6) and Justin Pouk. 
Win — Niemann (1-0). Loss — Finch (0-1). Save — 
Aardsma (2). Hold — Pendleton (1). 2B — Rice: 
Jorgensen (1). Sinisi 2 (2). Stansberry (1). Davis (2); 
Texas A&M: Mitchell (1). HR — Rice: Cruz (1). 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

BOISE STATE 82 RICE 72 

Boise State 
Rice 

30 
30 

32 
42 

62 
72 

BASEBALL 

RICE 6 SOUTHWEST TEXAS ST 0 

UTEP 
Rice 

38 
42 

2 8 — 

30 — 
66 
72 

Win — Matheny (1-0). Loss — Covert (0-2). WP — 
Hankins (1). HBP — by Hankins (Davis). 

Attendance — 1,608 

RICE 3 HOUSTON 0 

UTEP (4 -17 , 2 -10) 
Tofi 7-12 2-4 16, Victoriano 2-3 0-0 4, St. Amant 4-
8 2-4 10, Craig A7 0-0 12, Duran 4^12 0-0 12, 
Gehrke 1-4 8-12 10, Devance 0-0 0-1 0, Mattear 1-
2 0-0 2, Anthis ( W O O O 
Totals: 23-48 12-21 66 

Rice (14-7 , 6-5) 
Evans 0-0 0-0 0, McKrieth 10-15 4-7 24, Diene 3-6 
3-8 9, Mance 3-13 1-1 9, Smith 1-2 4-6 6, Gillespie 
4-8 0-0 9, Walton 0-2 0-0 0, Harrison 1-1 0-0 2, 
Moore a 2 3-4 3, Harris 4-8 2 3 10 
Totals: 26-57 17 29 72 

Three-point goals — UTEP 8-18 (Craig 4-5, Duran 4-
10, Gehrke 0-3), Rice 3-17 (McKrieth 0-1, Mance 2-
1.0, Gillespie 1-3, Walton 0-2, Harris 0-1) 

Rebounds — UTEP 39 (Victoriano 11), Rice 32 (Diene 10) 
Assists — UTEP 11 (St. Amant 3, Gehrke 3), Rice 20 
(Mance 4, Harris 4) 

Attendance — 2,017 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 5 1 BOISE STATE 59 

Rice 
Boise State 

25 
31 

26 
28 

51 
59 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

TULANE 5 RICE 2 

Singles 
1. Julie Smekodub (TU) d. Lauren Archer (RU) 7-5, 6-3 
2. Blair DiSesa (RU) d. Jenny Kuhn (TU) 6-1, 4-6, 6-2 
3. Erika Valdes (TU) d. Jeri Gonzales (RU) 6-1. 6-1 
4. Karen Chao (RU) d. Maria Ivanov (TU) 6-4. 36. 7-5 
5. Ana Mana Saaibi (TU) d. Yasmin Rsher (RU) 6-2, 6-0 
6. Nancy Kockott (TU) d. Erika Villalotoos (RU) 7-5, 6 2 

Doubles 
1. Kuhn/Smekodub (TU) d. Archer/DiSesa (RU) 8-4 
2. Ivanov/Kockott (TU) d. Chao/Gonzales (RU) 9-7 
3. Flsher/Viltalobos (RU) d. Saaibi/Valdes (TU) 7-5 

Townsend, Niemann combine to beat UH ace 

BSU (10 -13 , 4-9) 
Haynes 9-18 7-12 25, Ellis 2-5 1-3 5, Defares 4-10 
5-8 15, Skiffer 0-0 0-0 0, Nabors 3-9 0-0 0, Williams 
2-4 0-0 6, Avgerinos 0-0 0-0 0, Donyes 0-0 0-0 0, 
Wyatt 0-0 0 0 0, Ortiz 0-0 0-0 0, Bates 1-2 1 2 3, 
Gainous 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 21 48 14 25 62 

Rice (15-7 , 7-5) 
Evans 1 8 4-6 6, McKrieth 4 7 0-0 8. Diene 3 4 7-8 
13, Mance 2-5 1-2 7, Smith 0-3 5-6 5, Gillespie 2-6 
6-6 11, Walton 0-1 OO 0, Kollik 0-0 0-0 0, Harrison 
1-2 0-2 2, Moore 1-2 2-2 4, Harris 4 8 7 9 16 
Totals: 18 46 32 41 72 

Three point goals — BSU 6-16 (Haynes 0-4, Defares 
2-3, Nabors 2 6, Williams 2-3), Rice 4-11 (Mance 2-
4, Smith 0-1. Gillespie 1-2, Moore 0-1, Harris 1-3) 

Rebounds — BSU 31 (Haynes 10), Rice 35 (Evans 11) 
Assists •— BSU 17 (Skiffer 6), Rice 12 (Gillespie 3) 

Attendance — 2,033 

TEXAS-EL PASO 66 RICE 72 

BASEBALL, from Page 17 
in Tuesday's opening game of the 
2003 Silver Glove Series against in-
tracity rival University of Houston. 
Pitching at Cougar Field, sophomore 
righthander Wade Townsend made 
amends for a shaky outing Friday by 
outduel ing Cougar ace Brad 
Sullivan, one of the nation's best 
pitchers, in a 3-0 Rice win. 

CROWNE PLAZA/RICE 
INVITATIONAL 

Rice hosts Stetson, 
Mississippi and Texas-
Arlington in this weekend's 
tournament at Reckling Park. 
There will be doubleheaders 
today, tomorrow and Sunday, 
with Rice playing at 
4:30 p.m., noon and 
3:30 p.m. 

Rice (10 -11 , 7-5) 
Woods 1-4 0-0 2, Inman 3-7 4 4 10, Maynard 4 11 2 
2 10. Lawson 4-7 0-1 9, Jeffries 0-2 OO 0, Peck 0 5 
0-0 0, Beckler 1-7 4 4 6, Liggett 1-8 OO 3, Elder 0-
00-00, James 1 1 1 2 3. Hayes 3-6 2-2 8, Cunningham 
0-1 0-0 0, Florus 0-1 0-0 0 
Totals: 18 60 13-15 51 

BSU (8-15, 5-8) 
Woodfield 4-10 7-8 15, Hawkins 1-5 4-4 6. Grant 2-
3 0-0 4, Grondin 1-7 3-4 5, Vaughan 4-7 2-4 13, 
Welch 2 8 2-2 6. Nakashima 0-1 0-0 0. Ramirez 3-5 
3 4 10 
Totals: 17 46 21-26 59 

Three point goals — Rice 2 15 (Maynard 0-4, Lawson 
1-1. Beckler 0-4. Liggett 16). BSU 4 12 (Grondin 0-
3. Vaughan 3-4, Welch 0-4, Ramirez 1-1) 

Rebounds — Rice 38 (Inman 10), BSU 34 (Ramirez 11) 
Assists — Rice 4 (4 tied with 1), BSU 7 (Grondin 3) 

Attendance — 671 

MEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 6 FLORIDA STATE 1 

Singles 
1. Richard Barker (RU) d. Mat Cloer (FSU) 6-3. 5-7, 6-3 
2. Rob Searle (RU) d. Romain Jurd (FSU) 6-3, 6-2 
3. William BarkeriRU) d. Alex Herrera (FSU) 2-6, 6-3. 
6 4 
4. Cody Jackson (RU) d. Heiner Tadault (FSU) 6 1 . 6 2 
5. Tony Haerle (RU) d. Hagen Endler (FSU) 6-2, 6-2 
6. Rodrigo Laub (FSU) d. Vuk Rajevac (RU) 7-6, 6-2 

Doubles 
1. R. Barker/W. Barker (RU) d. Cloer/Laub (FSU) 8 1 
2. Jurd/Herrera (FSU) d. Rajevac/Searle (RU) 8 6 
3.Haerle/Jackson (RU) d. Chris Westerhoff/Jeff 
Groslimond (FSU) 8-5 

"Sullivan's one of the best pitch-
ers in the country, so I knew I had to 
come out with my best stuff and give 
my best effort, and luckily we got 
some runs, and they held up," 
Townsend said. "[Team defense] 
gives you confidence because when 
they hit it somewhere, I pretty much 
know [my teammates] will catch it." 

Sophomore righthander Jeff 
Niemann completed the shutout for 
Townsend in a rare relief appear-
ance, reversing last year's trend that 
saw Niemann start midweek games 
and Townsend finish. 

"[Niemann] owes me a lot be-
cause I got him out of a lot of jams 
last year," Townsend said. 

'The pitchers gain more 
confidence — therefore 
they throw more strikes. 
It disheartened the 
other team when you 
take away hits like we 
did [Wednesday].' 

— Wayne Graham 
Head baseball coach 

Janish came up with one of the 
biggest hits Tuesday, floating a fifth-
inning double off the left-field wall 
and taking third on a fielding error 
before scoring the eventual winning 
run on an infield hit by junior 
centerf ie lder Jeff Jorgensen . Al-
though Janish was hitting eighth in 
the batting order Tuesday, he said 
the entire Rice lineup can contribute. 

"We've got guys in the lineup 
that pick each other up, even on 
days when certain people aren't 
swinging the bat well," Janish said. 
"All the guys know a lot of guys from 
UH pretty well, so it's always a big 
rivalry — playing against people you 
know is always better." 

Janish said he hopes the open-
ing-game victory in the best-of-five 
series will serve as a catalyst for the 
Owls to win the Silver Glove for the 
fifth time in six tries. 

"It's bigtime, especially since they 
had Sullivan throwing, their ace, and 
we kind of put it to them," Janish 
said. "It makes them think that they 
really don't have a shot." 

Pitching, however, has been the 
biggest key so far for the young 
Owls, even without senior 
righthander Steven Herce. The 

LOVING CREATOR! 

UNFOLDING RELIGION 

HUMAN FAMILY 
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1-800-22UNITE www.bahal.org 

team's returning ace is out for at 
least six weeks with snoulder in-
flammation, but Niemann and sopho-
more righthander Philip Humber 
excelled in strong performances 
against Texas A&M University and 
Baylor University, respectively, at 
Minute Maid Park. 

Sophomore righthander Josh 
Baker, a transfer from Alabama, was 
roughed up by his former club Sun-
day, but Graham said he expects the 
transfer to bounce back in Sunday's 
start against UTA 

"He was trying to hit little bitty 
spots instead of just throwing solid 
strikes in and solid strikes away," 
Graham said. "It was as much men-
tal as anything else. The urge to 
dominate the other team is good, 
but you have to temper that with 
staying within yourself." 

Humber will start this afternoon 
against Stetson at 4:30 p.m., his sec-
ond start of the season after an out-
standing effort helped Rice to a 4-3 
win over No. 9 Baylor University 
Saturday. Graham was forced to use 
junior righthander David Aardsma 
for more than two innings to close 
Friday's 10-5 win over A&M, so 
Humber's six strong innings against 
the Bears were especially important. 

Freshman r ighthander Lance 
Pendleton picked up his second con-
secutive hold in middle relief, set-
ting the stage for Townsend to pick 
up his first save of the year just one 
night after walking the only three 
batters he faced. 

"[Saturday] was pretty big, be-
cause Friday I didn't do so well — I 
didn't throw a lot of strikes," 
Townsend said. "I was happy [Gra-
ham] sent me back out there, and it 
worked out well." 

Townsend and Aardsma have 
been the staff workhorses already 
this season, each appearing in four 
of Rice's six games. Aardsma has 
been especially impressive as a 
dominant closer, allowing no runs 
on four hits in seven-and-one-third 
innings pitched. 

Sophomore first baseman 
Vincent Sinisi, a preseason all-
America selection, has also been 
typically outstanding, hitting in 10 of 
19 at-bats after an 0-6 start and lead-
ing the team with six RBI. 

After this weekend's tournament, 
the Owls travel to Austin Tuesday to 
face defending national champion 
University of Texas, hoping for re-
venge on the Longhorns for Rice's 
three losses to UT last year. 

Lacrosse goes down fighting 
by Cary Kottler 

THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice lacrosse team took to 
the field in Dallas Sunday know-
ing that they faced a tough game 
against Texas Tech University. 

'We failed to protect 
our crease, and our 
offense just never 
started clicking.' 

— Clayton Forswall 
Senior midfielder 

The two teams have played in close 
games in the past, but this time 
the Owls were unable to build any 
momentum, losing 16-3. 

The game began amidst an 
unlikely batch of snow flurries 
that hampered the Owl offensive 
attack. The Red Raiders jumped 
out to an early 3-0 lead after just 
five minutes, as Rice was unable 
stop dominance in the crease. 

At the end of the first quarter, 
sophomore attackman Andrew 
Brice scored on an isolation play, 
cutting the deficit to 5-1. Unfortu-
nately, the Owls could not mount 
much of an offensive attack as 
Tech continued to press through-
out the second quarter. Rice did 
manage to score before halftime 
on freshman attackman Sam 
Symonds' goal, which brought 
the score to 9-2. 

Frustrated by their lack of 
scoring and their poor perfor-
mance, the Owls' tempers flared 
in the second half, leading to a 
bench-clearing brawl that was 
quickly broken up by the offi-
cials. After play resumed. Rice 
was unable to turn its emotion 
into an on-field advantage. 

Sophomore midfielder Rob 
Gillette scored Rice's last goal of 
the game in the final minutes of 
the fourth quarter. 

"We failed to pro tec t our 
crease, and our offense just never 
s t a r t ed c l i ck ing , " s e n i o r 
midfielder Clayton Forswall said. 
"Ball possession was lackluster." 

Rice will look to rebound with 
a March 1 home game against 
Trinity University. 

GET HERE AS FAST A5 YOU 
— BROWNSVILLE TEXAS — 

This Spring Break let's escape to the tropics....right here in 

Texas. Brownsville will be a blast this spring with two 

nations of excitement. We'll day trip to the South Padre 

beaches...just 22 miles away. Then later, two-step into 

Mexico for dining, dancing, and great music. Plus, we'll 

escape the high rates staying at the affordable and con-

venient Brownsville hotels and motels. So, what are you 

waiting for...get here as fast as you can! 

Details a n d Travel In format ion: 

B R O \ ^ K f 5 v i L L e 
C O N V E N T I O N & VISITORS BUREAU 

w w w b r o w n s v i l l e . o r g • 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 2 6 2 6 3 9 
v is in fo@bfo wnsv i l ie .o ra 
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cds (this year alone): $300 

vintage rock posters: about $40 each 

le t ter f r o m neighbor complaining about music: $0 

frame for concert ticket stubs: $ 13 

used turntable: $20 

guitar pick necklace: $.75 
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finding out there's an internship for people like you: priceless 

Apply for a summer internship with Intcrscope/Geffen/A&M Records at masteixaixll.com. 

You could be sent to Nashville, where youll spend five weeks learning from industry bigwigs. 

You might even be flown to LA to work on the Jurassic 5 album Power in Numbers. 

there are some things money can't buy. for everything else there's MasterCard.* 
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"That Hansel Is so 
hot right now." 

General Elections for the 
Student Association and the 
blanket-tax organizations begin 
today at noon. To vote, visit 
http://sa. rice. edu. 

"How can the children learn to 
read when they can't even fit 
inside the building?" 

Vision Weekend is here again, 
so you can thank the Minority 
Interest Committee when there 
are no seats left in your 9 a.m. 
class. 

"You is talking loco ... and I 
like it." 

Sir Peter Hall, founder of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company in 
London, will be visiting Rice 
campus for a workshop on 
Feb. 26. RSVP by today if you 
are interested. To RSVP, send 
an e-mail to Trish Rigdon at 
trigdon@rice.edu today 

"Walk-off, 10 minutes, old 
members-only warehouse." 

Rice Baseball will play Stetson 
today at 4:30 p.m. at Reckling 
Park. 

"Do you ever think there's more 
to life than being really, really, 
really ridiculously good look-
ing?" 

Today is Brown College's 
College Night. The theme is 
"Love, Peace and College 
Night." 

Lunar New Year 
CSA, KSA, VSA, RTA and SAS 
present the annual Lunar New 
Year Celebration. Come 
celebrate the Year of the Sheep 
tonight at 7 p.m. in the Grand 
Hall of the Rice Memorial 
Center. Dinner and 
entertainment will be provided. 

"I feel like I'm taking crazy 
pills!" 

Hie Rice Players present their 
spring production of Stoppard's 
Arcadia from Feb. 21-22 and 
Feb. 27 - March 1. Shows begin 
at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall, and 
admission is $4 for students. 
For reservations, call (713) 348-
PLAY. To order tickets online, 
visit http://www. ruf. rice, edu/ 
-players/reserve.html. 

"There was a moment last 
night when she was sand-
wiched between the two 
Finnish dwarves and the Maori 
tribesmen ... " 

Lovett College Theatre 
presents Christopher Durang's 
The Marriage of Bette and Boo 
tonight and tomorrow night. 
Shows begin at 8 p.m. in the 
Lovett College basement. 
Admission is $3 for Rice 
students. 

"I 'm a coal miner, not a profes-
sional film and television 
actor." 

Jones College Theatre presents 
its spring work, The Apple Tree. 
Shows will begin at 8 p.m. today 
and tomorrow and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday in the Jones Commons. 

Black Skin, White Mask 

Isaac Julien's Frantz Fanon: 
Black Skin, White Mask will be 
shown at 8 p.m. at the Rice 
Media Center. Admission is $5 
for Rice students. 

"Heyl I can dere-lict my own 
balls." 

Come play dodgeball in the 
Will Rice College Commons 
tonight from 9 pm to 12 a.m. 
Send an e-mail to nmw@rice.edu 
if you have any questions. 

"I think I'm getting the black 
lung, pop." 

Lovett College is holding its 
pub night from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
at Willy's Pub in the Rice 
Memorial Center. 

"I've heard bad stories about 
this guy. He's limber. Too 
limber." 

The Vision Weekend party 
"Rhythms II" will be held 
tonight from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in 
the Baker College Commons. 
Come show off your moves and 
win prizes in the dance contest 
at midnight. 

SATURDAY 

Sanctuary Safe Space 
The Sanctuary goes back to its 
open mic tradition with the 
"Sanctuary Safe Space" tonight 
at 8 p.m. at Willy's Pub in the 
Rice Memorial Center. Anyone 
and everyone is welcome to 
enjoy the poetry, song and 
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lyricism. For more information, 
or to sign up, visit http:// 
www. ruf. rice, edu/-poetry. 

"But why male models?" 

The Rice Media Center 
presents two quirky 
documentaries: Chris Smith's 
Home Movie, a peek into the 
lives of 5 eccentrics, and John 
Krulik's Heavy Metal Parking 
Lot, a look at the parking lot of 
a Judas Priest concert in 1986. 
Shows will be held at 8 p.m. 
both Saturday and Sunday, and 
admission is $5 for students. 

"They're break dance fighting!" 

Stayin Awake For Kids' Sake 
presents the first Rice Dance 
Marathon from 10 p.m. tonight 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow. It takes 
place in the Grand Hall of the 
Rice Memorial Center. 

MONDAY 

"The music that he 
makes ... I don't really listen to 
it. But the fact that he's 
making It, I respect that." 

Today from 1 to 3 p.m., KTRU 
presents its monthly Rice 
Music Show, featuring music 
performed and composed by 
Rice students, faculty, alumni, 
and staff. Tune in to 91.7 FM or 
listen on the web at http:// 
KTRU.org to hear live music 
and interviews with Rice 
musicians. 

The Rise of Hispanic Political 
Power 

HACER and the Office of 
Minority Community Affairs 
present a reading and 
presentation of The Rise of 
Hispanic Political Power by 
Jose de la Isla tonight from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. in Farnsworth 
Pavilion in the Rice Memorial 
Center. For more information, 
visit http://www.rice.edu/ 
projects/lsc/WebPages//Maps/ 
SCMap.htm 

TUESDAY 

"You think you're too 
cool for school. But I've got a 

news flash for you, Walter 
Conkrite... You aren't." 

The Museum of Fine Arts 
Houston is screening the film 
The Homecoming by Harold 
Pinter tonight at 7 p.m. 
Director Sir Peter Hall will be 
conducting a question-and-
answer session immediately 
following the film. Tickets are 
$4 for Rice students, faculty and 
staff. The film will be screened 
in Brown Auditorium Theater 
in the museum's Caroline 
Wiess Law building, 1001 
Bissonnet. For more 
information, please call (713) 
639-7515. 

Women's pro basketball 
Watch the Houston Stealth play 
the Springfield Spirit at Autry 
Court tonight at 8 p.m. 
Admission is $5 with Rice ID 
and $10 to the public. 

WEDNESDAY 

"The results are in 
amigo, what's left to ponder?" 

General Elections for the 
Student Association end today 
at 1 p.m. If you haven't voted 
yet, log on to http://sa.rice.edu. 

"Mer-man, pop! Mer-man!" 

Sir Peter Hall will be visiting 
the Rice campus for a 
workshop on performing 
Shakespeare's verse today from 
4 to 6:30 p.m. Sir Hall is the 
Distinguished Wortham Chair 
in the School of Theatre at the 
University of Houston. He is 
the founder of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company in 
London and former artistic 
director of the Royal National 
Theatre of Great Britain. He 
has won Tony Awards for his 
theatre direction of The 
Homecoming and Amadeus. The 
workshop is open to all Rice 
faculty, students and staff. 

the University of Michigan, will 
lecture tonight on U.S. policy 
from 1941 to 1972. The lecture 
is entitled "Rethinking the 
Origins of African-Americans: 
Public Policy and the Politics of 
Civil Rights in the New Deal 
Order." The lecture will be held 
from 4 to 5:20 p.m. in Sewall 
Hall 307 and is sponsored by 
the Sociology Department. 

"ORANGE MOCHA 
FRAPPUCCINO!" 

The Rice Symphonic Band and 
the Houston Concert Band will 
present a free concert at 
7:30 pm in Stude Hall 

FRIDAY 

"The files are In the 
computer?" 

The Engineering Department 
presents the Engineering 
Majors Day BBQ. Come to the 
engineering quad for 
information on all engineering 
majors, to talk to junior and 
senior engineers and to eat free 
barbeque. It takes place from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Black Out Day 
Help close Black History 
Month with testimony and 
celebration by wearing black 
today in remembrance. Come 
to Sewall Hall 301 from 5 to 
6 p.m. Food will be provided. 

THURSDAY 

Civil Rights in the 
New Deal Order 

Anthony Chen, a professor at 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space-available basis. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE CRITICALLY 
ACCLAI,K\ED "GEORGE WASHINGTON" 

"AN ASTONISHING AND AUTHENTIC 
WORK OF AMERICAN MOVIEMAKING ART! 

GORDON GREEN'S SERENELY BEAUTIFUL DRAMA-
REDEFINING THE UNIQUE, INCANDESCENT, BREATH-BY-

BREATH NARRATIVE STYLE HE UNVEILED IN HIS 
STRIKING DEBUT 'GEORGE WASHINGTON'." 

-Lisa Schwarxbat im, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

"A LOVELY FILM! 
DAVID GORDON GREEN HAS A GIFT 

FOR MOMENTS OF ACUTE 
OBSERVATION, FOR 

DIALOGUE BOTH 
NATURALISTIC AND 

UNINFLECTED, 
FOR MOOD OVER 

PLOT, FOR POETRY 
OVER PROSE." 

-Roger Ebert, 
CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 
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NOW PLAYING IN SELECT CITIES! 
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Ulterior motives underlie tuition increase 
Board desires "more preppy, more Ivy" Rice 

Confidential board member minutes obtained by the 
Thresher Backpage reveal controversial motives behind 
recently announced tuition increases. 
Last week, the Board of Trustees 
announced its decision to repeal the 
link between the Consumer Price 
Index and student tuition cost, citing 
economic hardship and consumer 
irrationality. However, board minutes 
and personal interviews cite different 
reasons for the tuition increase. 

Minutes from the December board 
meeting reveal a consensus among 
board members that the Rice student 
body is not "distinguished enough" in 
appearance. Apparently continuing his 
self-denied quest to make Rice an Ivy 
League college, President Malcolm 
Gillis believes students simply don' t 
fit the intelligent, well-to-do Ivy 
League mold. 

An anonymous board member, disturbed by recent 
developments, quoted Gillis as saying, "I want to see less 
fl ip-flops, less jeans and more khakis. When was the last 
time you saw a Yale kid wearing a free athletic T-shirt 
and $10 shorts?" 

Gillis, resident economic expert, laid out the case as a 
simple supply-shift consumer issue. Increasing tuition 7.4 
percent would shift the income bracket of applying 
students, resulting in the average household income of 
applicants being 15 percent higher. 

When questioned about the recently surfaced secret 
motives, Vice President for Finance and Administration 
Dean Currie said he supported the reasoning."I really get 
tired of driving my E-Class with the 20 inch rims, wood 

grain dash, white leather, Infinity Sound System and DVD 
and feeling rich. I 'd like to be surrounded by a campus of 
my peers, so that I 'm not the only guy wearing a $200 

shirt." 
Former Lovett College 

associate, Wiess College master, 
and future Brown College master 
and current Chemistry professor 
John S. Hutchinson has a positive 
outlook. 

"Well," Hutch said, "I was 
really excited about being 
Seventeen magazine's coolest 
college, so maybe next year we can 
make it in A&F Quarterly." 

Another vocal defender of 
the increase in tuition was 
Associa te Vice President of 
F inance and Adminis t ra t ion 
Neill Binford. When asked by 

the Backpage as to reasons for his support , Binford 
gave a response focus ing on the benef i ts to the 
students, and genuinely good intentions of the 
university. 

7 want to see less flip-flops, less jeans, 
and more khakis.' 

— Malcom Gillis 
Rice president 

"It 's quite simple," said Binford. "Richer students 
means better cars, which means students willing to pay 
more to park." 

e 

W i l l R i c e 

Ryan Bergauer, recently elected president of 
Will Rice College, testified before the United 
Non-new College Insecurity Council last week, 
pressing for preemptive action against Martel 
College. Calling Martel an illegitimate 
dictatorship who has the possibility of hijacking 
Beer-Bike and stealing Will Rice's title, as well as 
harboring lacrosse players, Bergauer urged the 
council to join with him in aggressive action. 

Insecurity Council members, however, were 
not moved. Baker President Mani Kumar 
reminded the council that inspectors could find no 
evidence of Bikers of Mass Qualification. 

"They simply don't have the ability to win this 
year." Hanszen President Mandy Legal agreed. 
"The fact that they did so poorly last year really 
hurts any chance they have this year." 

Newly elected Wiess President Andy Perez 
summed it up well. 

"I just don't see how a college with baby blue as 
their official color could pose a threat to 
anybody." 

Willy Sez: Multitasking is fun. Do more problem sets Classifieds. 
HOUSING 

1301 RICHMOND. One-bedroom apart-
ment Carpeted floors, fresh paint, cen-
tral air, all-electric kitchen with dish-
washer. $545 plus electric with lease and 
deposit Call Andover at (713) 524-3344. 

HOUSE FOR RENT. Loop 610 at 
Stella Link. Three-bedroom, one-and-
a-half bath. One-car garage, all appli-
ances. $1,050 per month. Prefer stu-
dents. Call Brian at (252) 321-1099. 
Details: http://rent.odoherty.net. E-
mail: odohertyb@mail.ecu.edu. 

ultitasking I 

1301 R I C H M O N D . T w o - b e d -
room, one -ba th a p a r t m e n t with 
h a r d w o o d f l oo r s , c en t r a l air and 
d i s h w a s h e r in a l l - e l e c t r i c 
k i t c h e n . $675 p l u s e l e c t r i c with 
l e a se and d e p o s i t . Call Andove r 
at (713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

FAST-PACED, rap id ly g r o w i n g 
Houston-based biotechnology com-
pany seeks part-time research assis-
tant I and II. Knowledge of molecu-
lar biology, laboratory experience 
and some computer skills required. 
P l e a s e s e n d r e s u m e to 
info@bacbarcodes.com. 

PART-TIME R E C E P T I O N I S T for 
downtown H o u s t o n oil and g a s 
e x p l o r a t i o n f i r m w a n t e d . Re-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s : a n s w e r i n g a n d 
s c r e e n i n g i n c o m i n g c a l l s and 
v i s i t o r s , s o r t and d i s t r i b u t e mail 
and f a x e s and l i gh t a d m i n i s t r a -
t ive d u t i e s . C o m p u t e r sk i l l s a 
p l u s . P l e a s e f a x r 6 s u m £ s to 
(713) 224-6361. 

WEBMASTER WANTED to modify/ 
maintain exis t ing Websi te : 
www. contemporaryglassintexas. com. E-
mail neil@contemporaryglassintexas. com. 

BIOSTATISTICIAN/SOFTWARE de-
veloper (biotechnology). Bacterial 
Barcodes, Inc., a dynamic, Houston-
based company, is developing novel 
ways to analyze microbial finger-
prints. We currently have an opening 
for a team player to assist in the devel-
opment of our web-based analytical 
software products. The ideal candi-
date would have a strong background 
in statistics, molecular microbiology, 
genetics, bioinformatics and database 
development. Application develop-
ment experience with the statistical 
packages S+ and R and software de-
velopment experience with Linux, 
PHP, Apache, MySOL, Java, Flash, 
Perl, C, C++ would be a plus. We offer 
competitive compensation and excel-
lent benefi ts . Please e-mail your 
resume to info@bacbarcodes.com or 
fax to (713) 467-7766. EOF i n / f / d / v . 
www. bacterialbarcodes. com. Princi-
pals only. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

$3,500 FEE PAID TO EGG DONORS. 
"Have a heart—give an egg." Give the 
gift of life to help infertile couples. 
Reply to info@eggdonorcenter.com or 
(214) 503-6553. 

YOGANDREW.COM — Ashtanga 
Vinyasa Yoga, less than one mile be-
yond the hedges, an alumnus teaches 
physically challenging yet very acces-
sible yoga that tones the body, relaxes 
the mind and soothes the soul. Call 
(281) 236-9522. 

FULL-SIZE ORTHOPEDIC mattress 
with box springs and frame. Brand 
new, $160, can deliver. (281) 814-7090. 

RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION you 
can afford. 1995 Mazda Protege. Good 
condition, A/C, one owner, serviced 
regularly. $2,950. Call (713) 592-0917. 

FULDSIZE ORTHOPEDIC doctor 
who boxes and l ikes spr ings . 
Brand new. $160. (713) 348-7556. Ask 
for Mark. 

WILLY'S PUB 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or credit 
card, must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
P.O. Box 1892, MS-524 
2nd Floor, Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual content 
of any ad. 

Notes & Notices are published 
according to space availability. 
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