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H&D proposes regulating 
theater lighting, ladders 

by Daniel McDonald 
FOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

In order to reduce the risk of accidents, 
Housing and Dining has teamed with Environ-
mental Health and Safety to institute a new 
policy limiting student involvement in lighting 
and electrical wiring for college theater pro-
ductions. 

The policy states, "Rice University does 
not allow students to use mechanical lifts or 
ladders due to safety and liability issues," 
and requires EH&S approval of lighting 
plans. 

As a result of student theater participants' 
vocal opposition, H&D Business Manager 
Frank Rodriguez and other officials met yes-
terday with college presidents, masters and 
theater representatives to discuss possible 
revisions to the policy. 

Posted over the summer on the H&D Web 
site, the new policy was not communicated 
directly to college theater representatives until 
last week. 

Baker College senior Cherise Ard, who 
designed lights for Baker shows in the past, 
said she was upset about the lack of student 
input. 

"Apparently, the policy has been in effect 
since July, but the first we h^ard of it was when 

an e-mail was sent out a week ago," Ard said. 
"No one discussed the policy with the col-

leges. Housing and Dining has no idea about 
theater lighting, and they didn't consider the 
implications of their actions." 

Rodriguez said he is open to compromise, 
as long as the purpose of the policy is upheld. 

"One of the things that has been put on 
the table is we'll continue to let students use 
ladders up to a 12-foot A-frame," he said. 
"The thought is that our guys will put up the 
tresses and drop that down to a level where a 
student can put a light on it from a 12-foot 
ladder." 

Ard said she thinks such low-hanging light-
ing would be undesirable for a performance. 

"Even if it's 12 feet, it changes the angle 
and changes the way the people on stage 
look," she said. "It also limits the number of 
lights that can be put on a person and the 
number of positions that we can light on a 
stage." 

Since Facilities and Engineering and H&D 
technicians who install trusses, wiring and 
lighting must be paid directly out of theater 
budgets, some students fear lighting costs 
will drain already limited funds. 

"The only reason college theater is really 
able to exist is that all the labor is free." Ian 

See LIGHTS, Page 8 
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Just out of reach 
SAFIEH EMAMI/THRESHER 

Junior fullback Robbie Beck is stripped of the ball just short of the goal line in the second 
quarter of Saturday's 24-10 loss to UH at Rice Stadium. UH, already leading 7-0, recovered 
the fumble and drove 97 yards for a touchdown to go up 14-0. See Story, Page 11. 
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Head over heels 
RACHEL DAVIS /THRESHER 

Will Rice College sophomore David Ho, a member of the Rice 
Breakdancers performs during the Activities Fair last Friday. 

Colleges caught with illegal cable 
by Maeve Quigley 

T H R E S H E R STAFF 

Less than one year after several 
residential colleges were caught 
stealing premium cable last Decem-
ber. Baker, Brown and Lovett Col-
leges face the possibility of massive 
fines and legal action for a new of-
fense. 

Phonoscope Cable discovered il-
legal connections to premium chan-
nels last week at the colleges during 
a routine servicing. Housing and 
Dining responded by meeting with 
the college presidents to inform 
them of the severity of possible con-
sequences. Phonoscope will inform 
Rice of its course of action in an 
upcoming letter. 

Several colleges were discov-
ered with illegal premium cable 
connections last December during 
a Phonoscope audit. A March no-
tice from Phonoscope warned that 
Rice could be charged for $12,825 
worth of stolen cable — the amount 
equal to one month of additional 
cable per college — under Texas 
law. Other possible fines are un-
cer ta in , H&D Direc tor Mark 
Ditman said. 

"The ball's in Phonoscope's court 
now," Ditman said Wednesday. 
"Whether they decide to charge us 
or not is up to them." 

A commit tee comprised of 
Ditman, Student Association Presi-
dent Matt Haynie and the presidents 
of Baker, Brown and Lovett will con-

vene with a Phonoscope representa-
tive to discuss possible solutions as 
soon as the cable company decides 
on a course of action. 

"I'm concerned for the college's 
sake," Brown President Stan Chan 
said. "A college budget could not 
handle this type of fine." 

Ditman informed Chan, a se-
nior, that Brown was caught with 
illegal cable connec t ions last 
Thursday. Chan led discussion 
about the situation at a cabinet 
meeting Tuesday but said he can 
only encourage students to stop 
using illegal cable. 

"People care," Chan said. "One 
person came up to me after cabinet 
and informed me some rooms still 

See CABLE, Page 6 

Registrar enforces class size caps 
by David Berry 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

New online auction site 
serves Rice community 

by William Penny 
F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

Rice students can now buy and 
sell used textbooks, furniture and 
other items on the new OwlBay Web 
site. 

Based on the concept of the auc-
tion Web site eBay, OwlBay 
(www.owlbay.com) was founded by 
Sid Richardson College junior Bill 
Robertson. The Web site is an online 
auction service that allows users to 
ouv and sell goods in seven different 
categories: appliances, books, com-
puter, electronics, furniture, music 
and other items. 

OwlBay differs from eBay be-
cause the service is completely free 
and open only to Rice faculty, staff, 
students and alumni. The Web site 
provides no guarantee of payment 
for or delivery of goods, saying 

OwlBay is "simply a venue." 
OwlBay is not officially affiliated 

with or endorsed by Rice. 
Robertson began working on the 

site after his freshman year at Rice. 
"I had seen a [bulletin board] site 

that was done by Yale [University] 
Robertson said. "I thought that would 
have been a good idea for Rice to 
have. I talked with some other people 
then decided that the best way to do 
it would be to have a free auction 
site." 

As of Monday, OwlBay had got-
ten over 50,000 hits: 205 users had 
registered; and 157 auction items 
had been listed since the site 
opened Aug. 25. Most of the items 
sold have been books, but other 
categories are steadily gaining list-
ings, Robertson said. He said the 
computer section and the "other" 

See OWLBAY. Page 7 

Student comments indicate that 
the Registrar's Office has been more 
successful in enforcing enrollment 
caps on class sizes this semester. 

In recent years, students have 
sometimes been able to register for 
an over-enrolled class without the 
professor 's signature. Registrar 
Jerry Montag said. 

"They no longer can — our com-

puters prevent it," Associate Regis-
trar Laura Branch said. 

Off-campus SIS Web not projected 
until Nov. 2003. See Story, Page 7. 

Branch said this change does not 
reflect a shift in policy but rather is 
the result of a technological improve-
ment in the registration system that 
has made enforcement feasible. 

The Registrar's Office has always 
wanted to actively limit enrollment 
in capped courses, Branch said, but 
is only now able to do so completely. 

"In the past, our computers would 
not allow us to stop enrollment, but 
now we can — the technology lets 
us carry out the policy," Branch said 

One result of this change is that 
students get into capped courses on 
a first-come-first-served basis. 

The Registrar's Office allows stu-
See REGISTRAR. Page 7 

INSIDE 

Pick your poison 
Today is the last day to add classes for free (the 

deadline to add classes for a fee is Sept. 20). Re-
member, even though you filled out a form online, 
you still need to bring the form to the Registrar. 
You must make it to the Registrar's Office by 5 p.m. 

Bring a copy of the Thresher with you to read — 
the lines are known to be long. 

Welcome Class of2007 
Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. is On-Campus Day, when 

about 800 Houston area high school seniors visit the 
campus to learn about Rice. If you see anyone look-
ing around lost and confused, please help them out. 

OPINION Page 3 
Corporate malfeasance interrupts economy, sleep 

A&E Page 9 
Independent production only slightly off 

SPOR1S 
Volleyball preview 

Page 11 & 13 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Thunderstorms, 72-87 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 71-89 degrees 
Sunday 
Isolated thunderstorms, 73 89 degrees 

http://www.owlbay.com
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Lighting the way safely 
Housing and Dining's recently announced policy to officially ban 

students from climbing ladders more than 12 feet tall at first seems 
like a legitimate safety precaution. However, the short-sighted and 
heavy-handed policy has far-reaching implications for students — 
especially those involved in college theater. 

The proposal, which was discussed at a meeting yesterday be-
tween H&D officials and undergraduates, called for college theater 
productions to submit lighting plans and work orders so university 
employees, instead of students, could set up the lights. In addition to 
forcing colleges to know what would typically be last-minute details 
early in the production schedule, H&D may charge for this "ser-
vice," which would hurt a theater system on a shoestring budget. 

Fees to have H&D personnel hang and adjust lights for college 
theater productions operating on tight budgets would constitute a 
prohibitive cost lights often require adjustments late at night and 
occasionally require repairs mid-performance. Under the current policy, 
any such adjustments would require a paid university employee. 

Additionally, light design for students interested in pursuing 
theater as a career is a skill that would be hard for students to develop 
outside of college theater productions. 

Students scrambling on shaky ladders to hang lights from the 
ceilings of college commons does present some legitimate safety 
concerns. However, safety precautions can be enacted without 
preventing students from gaining useful theater experience. 

However, the most egregious flaw in the lighting policy is that 
students were not involved in its development. By leap-frogging over 
student opinion, H&D pushed students immediately into a defensive 
position. Students have shown they can help steer new policies into a 
positive direction that benefits both students and the university. 
When the administration came to Beer-Bike coordinators with safety 
concerns about the parade, students worked to correct the problems. 

This new lighting policy shows what happens when students are 
skipped in the process: Vital information is ignored and discussions 
are forced to happen after the fact. 

The policy', as it has been defined at our deadline Thursday morning, 
is unacceptable, as are the means by which it was enacted. Students and 
H&D need to take each others' concerns seriously and reach a plan that 
will provide for student safety without undermining college theater. 

Picking our classes 
Rice is a place full of unique traditions, and the ability to shop for 

classes was one of the best ones. While students at other universities 
are forced to wait in long lines to register, hoping to get into a single 
one of their top classes, Rice students were able to wait two weeks 
before deciding what they really wanted to take. 

While the Student Information System has helped students in a 
multitude of ways, it has made shopping for classes harder. The 
instantaneous computer system has allowed the Registrar's Office to 
cut off limited classes when they reach their maximum enrollment. 
While handy for the Registrar's Office, this system disrupts our beloved 
shopping-for-classes tradition. With the old paper forms, professors 
received a list of everyone who registered for their class and could 
narrow it down how they wanted, taking into account a student's year, 
major and other factors. Now, all that matters is how fast you get your 
adviser to sign your paper and you turn it in to the Registrar's Office. 

Furthermore, additionally difficulties are encountered when stu-
dents have billing or departmental holds and are therefore not 
allowed to register for the courses. Students shouldn't have to feel 
like they have to take "leftover" classes if they have outstanding 
issues with the Cashier or Financial Aid Office. 

We recognize professors are inconvenienced by indecisiveness. 
But allowing them to choose who gets into their classes is beneficial 
to students and may improve the quality of course discussions. 

Sure, students can still work to get into limited classes. But an 
e-mail notification from the Registrar's Office saying a class is full is 
enough to stop most students from trying to get into it. 

In order to take advantage of the computerized registration 
system's conveniences while preserving the best part of registering 
for classes (not having to decide at all), we believe courses shouldn't 
be closed when they have reached the enrollment limit. Instead we 
propose keeping professors' requested enrollment on the course 
lists, and SIS Web should keep track of how many people have 
requested enrollment in the course. Therefore, when sophomores 
see that 70 people have requested placement in a course limited to 
15 people, they may rethink their schedule. 

To avoid messy classroom-assignment problems, rooms should 
be assigned based on the enrollment cap unless the number of 
students is fewer than the cap. Yes, classrooms will be crowded on 
the first day. But that happens anyway, and if students can retain 
their freedom of course choices, it is worth it. 
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Gee, do you think 
King Gillis is becoming 

a bit despotic? 

SHHH! 

Don tmake 
waves! 

The Futile System. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher' 
editorial staff. 

Article failed to note 
free visitor parking 
To the editor: 

The first and second articles 
("Parking gates to be completed 
soon." Aug. 23 and "Preparing for 
Parking Charges," Aug. 30) pub-
lished this year on parking changes, 
written by Mark Berenson. have 
been wonderfully informative. I want 
to thank the Thresher for devoting 
so much print to this program and 
Mark for his hard work and good 
reporting. 

Unfortunately, the map detail in 
the Aug. 30 issue did not make clear 
two very important elements of the 
parking program. 

There are two free visitor park-
ing lots now. One is a new lot cre-
ated by the president in April in 
response to requests from the Rice 
community. 

This free visitor lot is behind the 
Rice University Police station/Navy 
ROTC building (enter via En-
trance 8). It has about 300 spaces 
and is close to a shuttle shelter, 
Continuing Studies, Rice Media Cen-
ter, Autry Court and Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall. The Greenbriar I>ot (be-
tween Greenbriar and the Rice Sta-
dium, enter at Entrance 10) is also 
open to visitors, as well as regis-
tered faculty, staff and students. 

These are important parts of our 
visitor parking plan. There is shuttle 
service to and from these free visitor 
dest inat ions from 7:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m., Monday through Friday 
during the academic year. 

The shuttle buses will arrive 
about every 10 minutes in the 
Greenbriar Lot and a bit more often 
in the West Lot. The map at http:// 
www.ruf.rice.edu/-opa/ur/ 
B&W_map.pdf clearly identifies 
these visitor lot locations. I hope 
you can find room to print this addi-
tional information for our visitors — 
many of whom, I feel certain, read 
the Thresher regularly. Thanks in 
advance. 

Neill Binford 
Associate Vice President for 

Finance and Administration 

Exam a necessary part 
of Rice curriculum 
To the editor: 

Rice's use of the English Compo-
sition Exam during Orientation 
Week has grown out of debate over 
issues much too complex to be dealt 
with in a letter to the editor—issues 

such as defining an ideal curricu-
lum, finding a measure of graduat-
ing students' writing competence 
and even deciding how to allocate 
funds in the university budget. 

However, the editorial about the 
Composition Exam in the Thresher 
Aug. 23 contains errors that need to 
be corrected. For instance, it is a 
fallacious inference that the num-
ber of exams graded "not satisfac-
tory" has anything to do with the 
number of sections of ENGL 103: 
Introduction to Argumentation and 
Academic Writing, the English De-
partment is prepared to offer. If a 
smaller number of sections are 
needed, some are simply canceled. 

Another passage in the editorial 
that tempts a reader to reason un-
soundly is the quotation by an 
anonymous grader to the effect that 
students' essays are graded on the 
basis of cursory, incomplete read-
ing. It is inaccurate and unfair to 
generalize from this comment that 
the approach of all 21 graders who 
read this year's exams was haphaz-
ard. 

Particularly in the case of bor-
derline papers, the process of de-
termining what is best for the stu-
dent involves essays being read by 
at least two and often three grad-
ers. 

Remember that the purpose of 
the Composition Exam is not to 
determine which writers are wor-
thy of prizes, but rather which writ-
ers seem uncertain about univer-
sity-level writing practices. Con-
cerning the claim that "the test lacks 
publicized standards about the cri-
teria graders use to evaluate new 
students' writing," six such criteria 
are specified at the beginning of 
the written directions. 

A negative outcome of the Com-
position Exam results that the edi-
torial writer scarcely hints at is that 
some students who receive "low 
pass" or "pass" mistakenly conclude 
that their writing is all right as is. 
For now, the Composition Exam 
should be seen as only a step in-
tended to allow the students who 
stand to benefit most from an early 
writing-intensive course to get into 
the small classes. 

Dr. Mary Tobin 
English Department 

Meal plan mishap not 
just student confusion 
To the editor: 

So I have a key to the kitchen? It 
was my impression from last year 

that the "new" meal plan would al-
low students access to the kitchen 
from 7 a.m. until 11 p.m. This would 
allow us to obtain a variety of foods 
throughout the day. 

However. I now find out that this 
plan actually allows us to eat as much 
as we want during normal serving 
hours. Well this is the exact same as 
last year! All you can eat, when the 
kitchens are open, when Food and 
Housing says we can eat. 

They made a huge deal about a 
new meal plan, the "key to the 
kitchen," and yet it's the same rigid 
plan as last year. Certain hours, cer-
tain times of the day, we are allowed 
to eat. 

Nearly $1,500 and I only get an 
hour and a half block of time in 
which I can gorge myself per meal. 
If I get hungry at 8 p.m., or 2 a.m. for 
that matter — which is not uncom-
mon — I just sit in my room, sulking 
that I didn't eat enough food during 
dinner and hoping that 6 a.m. comes 
quickly. 

The supposed new system of ac-
cessing the kitchen during the day 
wasn't perfect, but it was a huge 

See KITCHEN, Page 4 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Le t te rs to the edi tor 
should be sent via e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. 
• Le t te rs should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length.The Thresherreserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Ihresher at (713) 348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions art1 

available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adver t isements . 
Please contact the Thresher 
for more information. 
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.Heart hides behind Rice's corporate facade 
Rice lost a loyal friend and de-
voted fan this past week. Bill T h e 
Barber" Whitmore, Rice's Sports In-
formation Director for over 34 years, 
personified everything 

^ t h a t was good about Rice. 
* H e was a talented writer, 

rabid sports fan and the 
friendliest man you could 
ever meet. He was also 
my grandfather. 

My Granddad was 
Rice. He lived it, breathed 

# i t and wore it like a badge 
of honor. The Sports In-
formation Director is like 
the press secretary for the 
Athletic Department, and 
he was Rice's first. 

Granddad was a pioneer in the 
^ f i e ld of journalism. He was the first 

full-time radio news reporter for 
KPRC. He was the first reporter on 
the scene at the Texas City disaster 
of 1947. 

Of course, I didn't know all this 
growing up. Rice, to me, was the 

^football stadium. It was the basket-
- b a l l court. It was "Louie, Louie." It 

was letters from my grandfather (he 
wrote letters to all of us all the time) 
written on Rice stationery. Rice was 
sodas and brownies from the press 
box. Rice was the click-click of 

Meg 
Whitmore 

Granddad's typewriter. Rice was 
the sound of my Granddad's voice, 
which we heard a lot, because boy, 
did that man like to talk — to any-

one and everyone. 
How were we to learn 

not to talk to strangers if 
that's what our grandfa-
ther always did? Rice 
wasn't a school or even a 
sports team. Rice was 
Granddad's life. 

I never imagined Rice 
would become my life as 
well. Rice was Granddad's 
place, not mine. When I 
first attended a Rice event 
as a student, sitting in the 
stands at Autry Court dur-

ing Orientation Week, I heard the 
Marching Owl Band play the alma 
mater, literally a lullaby from my 
childhood. I welled up with an im-
mense sense of love and belonging. 

I knew, no matter how nervous I 
was about college, that I would be 
OK. I was Home. I am a Whitmore, 
and this is where I belong. Granddad 
prepared Rice for me and prepared 
me for it. 

A few minutes before the Univer-
sity of Houston game this weekend, 
announcer and close family friend J. 
Fred Duckett led the crowd in a 

moment of reflection as a tribute to 
my grandfather. At the time, I was 
in the parking lot, crying and curs-
ing Rice and its stupid parking for 
making me late. But now I reflect 
upon how much good there is about 
Rice — good that we so often forget 
when we get wrapped up in the bad. 

My Granddad was 
Rice. He lived it, 

breathed it and wore it 
like a badge of honor. 

My grandfather gave his life to 
the university, and when Rice, my 
school, showed an outpouring of af-
fection for my grandfather and fam-
ily, I was very proud to be a student 
here. 

Rice is not just a difficult school 
or a money-hungry business, though 
at maddening times it may seem 
that way. For my grandfather and 
me, it is family. 

Meg Whitmore is a Baker College 
senior. 

Guest column 

Ending the war movement on college campuses 
U n a b l e t o reconcile clashing 

^claims, two peoples have declared 
war against each other: Rally-form-
ing, flag-burning, fist-shaking hatred 
has dissolved hopes of cre-
ative conflict resolution. 

And the frontlines are 
closer than you think. 

k As unceasing violence 
'and grief come to define 
the status quo of daily life 
for both Palestinians and 
Israelis, their war has 
spread to American uni-
versities, engaging pro-Is-

^raeli and pro-Palestinian 
"students in a public rela-
tions battle as they vie for 
the support of fellow classmates. 

The ethnic tolerance and cultural 
exchange that formerly character-
ized American college campuses — 
and even the potential for a contin-

u e d peace process in the Middle 
Fast — stand to be sacrificed in the 
cross fire. 

At San Fransisco State Univer-
sity last semester, Jewish students 
reported that fighting broke out 
when pro-Palest inian s tuden t s 

^shouted hate epithets like "Hitler 
did not finish the job" and "get out or 
we will kill you," at 50 pro-Israel 
students who attended a "Peace in 
the Middle East" Rally. 

Pro-Palestinian s tudents said 
they were prompted by the Jewish 

.students, who yelled words like 
" 'n igger ," "terrorist" and "Arab 
loser." On the same campus, pro-
Palestinian students displayed post-
ers of soup cans with labels depict-
ing dead babies and reading , 
"canned Palestinian children meat, 
slaughtered according to Jewish 

Writes under American license." 
Extremists on both sides have 

been able to exploit the openness of 
American campuses either to replant 
anti-Semitic and Holocaust-denial 
movements or to promote racist anti-
Arab and anti-Muslim sentiments. 

I'ntimidation, vandalism and print 
propaganda all indicate that racism 
and bigotry have resurfaced on col-
lege campuses, but disguised this 
time by the complicated issues sur-
rounding the Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict. 

k Campus activists fail to recog-
n i z e that in the context of Middle 

East violence, we bear the burden 
of ensuring that freedom of speech 
is employed toward a productive 
end. 

This summer, I attended a Hillel 
seminar in Jerusalem, in which I, 

Liora 
Danan 

along with 350 Jewish students from 
American universities, were indoc-
trinated with militant, pro-Israeli 
rhetoric and encouraged to serve as 

soldiers on our own cam-
puses in defense of the 
Israeli cause. And 350 
students, blinded by their 
instinct to defend against 
the other side, accepted 
the challenge. 

The Palestinian-Is-
raeli conflict is complex. 
So I was alarmed to find 
myself surrounded by in-
tel l igent , commit ted 
American students who 
were unwilling to raise 

their awareness of the issues in-
volved or consider alternative view-
points. 

The Students for Justice in Pales-
tine held a similar conference this 
year for pro-Palestinian student ac-
tivists and, based on the rhetoric 
released by the organization, es-
poused an equally uncompromising 
statement of purpose. In fact, both 
SJP and the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, Washington's 
pro-Israel lobby, dismiss dialogue 
between the two sides as either un-
necessary or ineffective. 

It is precisely this type of defen-
sive attitude that has created the 
antagonistic environment that made 
taking sides necessary in the first 
place. 

The cycle is disturbingly remi-
niscent of the same shortsighted-
ness and refusal to compromise that 
brought war to the Middle East in 
the first place. In our scramble to 
"win the argument," we've lost sight 
of our common goal: the cessation 
of bloodshed and unnecessary suf-
fering. 

There are alternatives, but they 
can be arrived at only through open 
dialogue and innovative problem 
solving. At The University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, for example, Jew-
ish and Arab students have started a 
group called "Salaam-Shalom" that 
aims to bridge differences through 
an email listserv, educational videos 
and speakers and constructive dis-
cussion. 

Such groups base their interac-
tions on the idea that it is impossible 
to truly listen if you are still trying to 
convince someone of your own opin-
ion. Real communication, on the 
other hand, can help build the per-
sonal relationships that are essen-
tial for coexistence. 

It's easy to assume that a lack of 

violent or highly visible confronta-
tion over the issue on the Rice cam-
pus means we are immune to the 
detrimental effects of this conflict. 
But lack of dialogue leads to igno-
rance, encouraging continued intol-
erance. This leaves engaged stu-
dents to build up preexisting preju-
dices, while uninvolved students 
remain largely uninformed on one 
of the most crucial issues in today's 
world. 

Our preliminary aim must be to 
eliminate the movement toward 
mutual distrust and dehumanization. 
But the opposite of overzealous ac-
tivism should not be inaction; this 
disables any movement to dispel 
detrimental myths and stereotypes. 
Instead, those of us who have fought 
fervently in this debate, as well as 
those who have stood on the side-
lines, should push for the facilita-
tion of dialogue. 

Despite what some activists 
would have you believe, it is pos-
sible to recognize the equal human 
right to life on both sides and to 
support both peoples in their devel-
opment of a common future. 

Licra Danan is senior news editor 
and a Martel College senior. 

Guest column 

Ruthless corporate misdeeds 
interupt economy, sleep 
The party is over. The economy 
has come back to Earth, and so 
have the American people. 

Young people have good rea-
son to be worried in a 
difficult job market 
that, for example, em-
ployed only 10 percent 
of college graduates 
s eek ing consu l t ing 
jobs this spring. But to 
despair the state of the 
world is to blow this 
whole economy situa-
tion out of proportion. 

In fact, this recent 
slump can serve, if we 
allow it, as an impor-
tant wake-up call — a reminder 
that the traditional American path-
way to success is not always a 
fruitful or even a successful one. 

My high school European his-
tory class in t roduced me to 
Machiavelli's belief that "the ends 
justify the means." And while 
some instinct told me there was 
something fishy about this ratio-
nalization, a more realistic voice 
told me such an attitude was in-
trinsic to the United States be-
cause it was unchecked. 

Andrew Carnegie, Henry Ford 
and Bill Gates each seemingly 
took Machiavelli's principle to 
heart when they fashioned their 
ruthless and above-the-law busi-
ness empires. I was shown in a 
later history class the misery rob-
ber barons brought to people, but 
such misery never came back to 
them. Sure, robber barons lost a 
little money and power to the 
trustbusters, and Bill Gates is fac-
ing the breakup of Microsoft, yet 
these successful businessmen 
with unscrupulous business prac-
tices have maintained their per-
sonal freedom (unless they're 
dead) and most of their wealth. 
Contrary to much of my moral 
education, they profited from the 
exploitation of others with impu-
nity. 

So when my high school class-
mates began to connive and cheat 
in order to claw their way to the 
top of my graduating class, their 
actions struck me as an unavoid-
able part of American life and cul-
ture. Everyone competes, I told 
myself: businesses compete, poli-
ticians compete, my peers com-
pete, and there are no real nega-
tive consequences for cutthroat 
competition so no one can do any-
thing about it. 

But now the ends are hardly 
justifying the means for the lead-

Nathan 
Black 

e r s of Enron , WorldCom, 
Adelphia and Arthur Andersen. 
Their illegal competitive prac-
tices, once again ruining the lives 

of ordinary people, are 
also ruining theirs. Be-
fore them looms not 
only corporate bank-
ruptcy but also per-
sonal fines and dignity-
stripping jail time. 

The scale of the gov-
ernment crackdown 
and the media attention 
given to corporations 
with immoral business 
practices have shown 
that justice exists — 

not just for a few scattered com-
mon criminals but also for top 
executives who don't know when 
to stop. 

College students can observe 
now — not when they are already 
in a career — that a world of 
deregulation and relatively un-
checked competitiveness is dy-
ing. Whether we like it or not, 
that reality has been presented 
and we have some time outside of 
the "real world" to learn to deal 
with it. 

So in time, I think the collapse 
of corporations with ruthless busi-
ness practices will actually serve 
our generation well. The economy 
will probably take a while to stabi-
lize, but the lasting impact of the 
crisis will be a valuable critique 
and subsequent rethinking of 
what for many years has been the 
American way. 

We young people are clearly 
not immune to the competitive 
attitudes and desires that nearly 
brought down corporate America 
this year. But when we see the 
personal consequences of com-
petition gone too far, we have ev-
ery motivation to downplay our 
competitive desires and to at least 
obey legal and moral rules. 

I don't know if that will help 
the economy. Certainly there are 
still advantages to a cutthroat, 
above-the-law attitude. Certainly, 
we still owe muchofthiscountry's 
powerhouse status to people like 
John Rockefeller. 

But i t 's not always the 
economy, stupid. I want to be able 
to sleep at night. .And if this crisis 
strengthens regulation, our gen-
eration will be forced to make 
decisions that let us sleep a great 
deal better than Ken Lay. 

Nathan Black is a Lovett College 
freshman. 

the Rice Thresher 
Rache l R u s t i n 
Editor in Chief 

Olivia A l l i s o n 
Senior Editor 

NEWS 
Liora Danan, Senior Editor 
Mark Berenson, Editor 
Lindsey Gilbert, Asst. Editor 

OPINION 

Catherine Adcock, Editor 

SPORTS 
Jonathan Yardley, Editor 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Carly Kocurek, Editor 

LIFESTYLES 
Corey E. Devine, Editor 

BACKPAGE 
Jeff Bishop, Editor 

COPY 
liana Feld, Editor 
Grace Hu, Editor 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Katie Streit, Editor 
Kijana Knight, Asst. Editor 
Sushi Suzuk, Asst. Editor 

CALENDAR 
Ashley Friggel, Editor 

TECHNOLOGY 

Skye Schell, Online Editor 

Owen Courreges, Illustrator 

BUSINESS 

Polly D'Avignon, Business Manager 
lindsay Roemmich, Payroll Manager 
Lindsay Sutton, Distribution Manager 
Panil Patel, Subscriptions Manager 
Margaret Xu, Office Manager 

ADVERTISING 
Robert Lee, Ads Manager 
Ethan Varela, Asst /Ids Manager 
Gretchen Raff, Classified Ads Manager 

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University s ince 1916, is 
published each Friday during the school year, 
e x c e p t dur ing e x a m i n a t i o n p e r i o d s and 
holidays, by the s tudents of Rice University. 

Editorial and bus iness off ices are located 
on the second floor of the Ley Student Center, 
6100 Main St., MS-524, Houston, TX 77005-
1892. Phone (713) 348-4801. Fax (713) 348-
5238. E-mail: thresher@rice.edu. W e b page: 
http://wu>u>. ricethresher. org. 

Annual subscription rate: $50 domestic , 
$105 international. Nonsubscription rate: first 
copy free, second copy $5. 

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse 
any advertising for any reason. Additionally, 
the Thresher d o e s not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. Printing an 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t d o e s not c o n s t i t u t e an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the 7!feres/ier editorial staff. All other 
opinion p ieces represent solely the opinion of 
the author. 

The Threshers a member of the Associated 
C o l l e g i a t e P r e s s a n d t h e S o c i e t y of 
Professional Journalists. That's right bitch. 

© COPYRIGHT 2002 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu


MMOTMMWPMMMRHMNMINNMVHIMHM 

I ! 
THE RICE THRESHER OPINION FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6,2002 

f 
— 

— — 

.'Vs 5-' 

r 

i 1 

Jon's disembodied 
head says, 

"Opinions are sexy!" 

thresher@rice.edu 

We'd like you to mind our business. 

We're looking for great minds like yours to join us in the diverse and challenging world of 

energy. Shell opportunities offer you responsibility, innovation, and the chance to make a 

difference. With outstanding national and international career prospects and professional 

variety, Shell can help you set your sights - and thoughts - on success. 

Sign up for an interview with Shell at your campus career center right away. 

We're interested in hearing from students in the following disciplines: 

Petroleum Engineering 

Mechanical Engineering 

Human Resources 

MIS/Computer Science 

Chemical Engineering 

Electrical Engineering 

Accounting/Finance 

Welcome back to school. 
Shell will be on campus this fall. 

Please come visit us at this upcoming event: 
Career Fair - September 13 Q 

Thinking about a better future? 
www.sheli.com/careers 

Shell Companies in tfte U.S are equal opportunity employers, The collective expression "Shell* is 

used to refer to the She!! Companies in the U.S.. which are separate and distinct entities 

The Baker Institute is now accepting applications for 
student interns for the Fall 2002 semester. Interns will 
assist Baker Institute fellows and Rice faculty on Institute 
studies, public policy research, and special projects. 
Economics or political science background is a plus. Up to 10 
hours per week required to collect cash award of $500 per 
semester. Not a salaried position. Interested Rice students 
should send the following to the Baker Institute Internship 
Committee, Baker Institute MS-40: 

• Cover letter stating the semester applied for and area of 
interest: energy and environment; health policy; U.S. foreign 
policy; or China studies 

• Resume 
• Current transcript 
• One letter of recommendation 

For information, contact the Institute's Senior Energy 
Advisor, Amy Jaffe, at x2148. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
KITCHEN, from Page 2 
improvement over the older system. 
However, now we don't even have 
that progress, and we are made to 
stick to F&H's inflexible schedule 
of gluttony. 

Jeff Silverman 
Brown sophomore 

Not choosing is a 
choice for most women 
To the editor: 

Although I'm aware that one 
week in my Psychology of Gender 
class doesn't make me an expert, I'd 
like to respond to Kocurek's article, 
"Frustrated women opt out of femi-
ninity" (Aug. 30). Her comment that 
"some women are still a little un-
comfortable with femininity and 
downright hostile to feminist poli-
tics" is interesting to me, because 
"femininity" is, according to my psy-
chology book and professor, a so-
cially-constructed set of traits. 

If a woman doesn't act particu-
larly feminine, it means she is not 
meeting social norms. For example, 
being passive and emotional are two 
traits popularly thought of as femi-
nine (Lips. Sex and Gender 2001). A 
feminist need not be feminine. I don't 
necessarily feel that being consid-
ered feminine by others is either 

good or bad, as long as the indi i j 
vidual is displaying her own person-
ality. 

For example, I don't think a 
woman needs to cry for no reason, 
scream at bugs, or go to the bath-
room in groups, activities many 
would consider feminine. 

I'm not sure if others would con™ 
sider me particularly feminine. I like 
to watch baseball and football and 
paint my nails at the same time. 
Although my best friend is female, 
most of my friends are males, but I 
don't know that they consider me — 
or even that I consider myself — % 
"one of the guys." They probably act 
a little differently around me than 
they do when they are only with 
guys. 

I do notice however, that I feel a 
little uncomfortable in a group of 
females if they are acting extremely* 
"girly." This is because I have a hard 
time identifying with "girl" behav-
ior, not because I dislike females. 

I understand Kocurek's point that 
women who enter a male-dominated 
area and then reject other women 
could be considered to hold hostile 
feelings toward women, but I a l so" 
think she is contradicting herself 
when she implies that a woman 
needs to act feminine. 

Bonnie Fairbanks 
Jones senior 

Guest column 

What is going on in those 
extra-long college beds? 
Sex . T h e word alone is enough 
to get you reading this column, 
and for good reason. Teenagers 
(or early twenty-somethings, as 
the case may be) love 
to talk about sex. And 
to have sex, for that mat-
ter. We're obsessed 
with it — it permeates 
our culture. 

It would be nice if 
our sexualities and the 
concept of us as sexual 
beings were healthily 
integrated into our lives 
— but they're not. In-
stead, the seeming 
abundance of sex in the 
media is just a cover for misinfor-
mation, unrealistic expectations, 
glaring stereotypes and lots of 
skin. Though we're bombarded 
by images of sex from day one of 
our lives, we hardly know how to 
deal with sexual matters in our 
personal lives. 

The majority of our parents 
weren't much help — high school 
sex ed is generally considered a 
joke(ora soapboxforabstinence) 
— and who knows where that 
older kid on the playground in 
third grade got his or her infor-
mation? 

And while everyone will ac-
knowledge that these are issues 
that matter, no one seems to man-
age to actually talk about sex, 
though our culture constantly 
talks around it. For instance, when 
was the last time you had a mean-
ingful conversation about mastur-
bation? Or if you're a girl, when 
was the last time you felt comfort-
able admitting that you mastur-
bated? 

We should not be afraid or 
ashamed to discuss these things. 
It's not about bragging rights. It's 
not about purity test scores or 
who slept with whom. It's about 
being aware of our own desires 
and needs and creating a culture 
where discussing or even ac-
knowledging such things isn't so 
alarmingly taboo. 

After all, our sexual lives and 
experiences, no matter what they 
constitute, are an important part 
of us as individuals. We deserve 
the freedom to discuss, inquire, 

Nishta 
Mehra 

learn, and experiment safely and 
without shame. 

As adults, we're capable of 
making informed choices about 

what we do or don't 
| want to do, how we do 

or don't want to do it, 
and with whom we do 
or don't want to do it 
with. In a world where 
we're surrounded by 
superficial banter and 
artificial images, it's im-
portant for us to take 
charge of our own bod-
ies and sexual identi-
ties, to be aware of our 
likes and dis l ikes , 

boundaries and comfort zones. 
What's so wrong about doing 
something that makes you happy? 
Why shouldn't you work to maxi-
mize your and your partner's plea-
sure? 

When it comes down to it, we 
are adults and we ought to act like 
it. That means making smart 
choices and respecting the rights 
of others to do the same. It's time 
for us to come into an understand-
ing of sex and sexuality that rec-
ognizes it as a valid part of who we 
are, with all of its complications 
and nuances. It shouldn't be writ-
ten off as horny and promiscuous 
or assuming that, as young people, 
we can't have valid sexual experi-
ences. 

We need a resource — a ba-
rometer to measure the sexual 
climate in our community, a fo-
rum to discuss pertinent issues 
and a safe place to get answers to 
the questions that are important 
in your life. 

No, I'm not a sex fiend. No, I 
don't want you to send me juicy 
letters about your drunken week-
end exploits. What I'd like to do is 
get a dialogue going — to clear 
the air of stale misconceptions, 
and just to say: We're adults. 
We're going to have sex. Maybe 
not today, but probably someday. 
So isn't it about time that we in-
form ourselves and each other 
about what's going on in all of 
those extra-long college beds? 

Nista Mehra is a Baker College 
sophomore. 
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Esperanza to take place 
at Minute Maid Park 

by Michelle Afkhami 
FOR THE THRESHER 

At Esperanza this year, every at-
tendee of the traditionally Sadie-
Hawkins-style dance is guaranteed 
to at least see first base. 

The annual fall formal, sponsored 
by the Rice Program Council, will be 
held Nov. 16 from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at 
Minute Maid Park, formerly Enron 
Field. 

In keeping with the venue, RPC 
has chosen the t heme "Field of 
Dreams." 

The dance will take place indoors 
in the air-conditioned First Base Club 
Level. RPC Formals Commi t t ee 
m e m b e r s Cara Eng and Karuna 
Munjal said. Students will have ac-
cess to the stadium bleachers but 
will not be allowed onto the field. 

While last year 's event featured 
two music options, this year 's enter-
tainment will be concentrated on one 
dance floor. Possibilities include a 
live cover band, a DJ or a combina-
tion of the two. 

Tickets will cost $25 if purchased 
in advance and $30 at the door. Both 
prices are $5 higher than last year 's 
prices. The increase subsidizes , 
among other things, losses typically 
incurred by Rondelet, Rice's less-
attended spring formal, Eng said. 

Some students said the price is 

comparatively reasonable. 
" [The pr ice of $25] is pretty good 

because my high school formals 
were like $50 a ticket," Lovett Col-
lege freshman Danny Berman said. 

Last year's formal, held at NASA's 
Goddard Space Flight Center, pre-
sented transportation problems for 
some dance-goers. About 100 stu-
dents were temporarily stranded 
outside the venue due to shuttle 
delays. 

Eng and Munjal, both Baker Col-
lege sophomores, said they predict 
more than 1,000 at tendees for this 
year 's dance and believe last year 's 
late-night shuttle problems will not 
impact "Field of Dreams" atten-
dance. 

Some students disagree. 
"Most kids did not like having to 

wait an hour to get back, so I think 
less people will go this year," Will 
Rice Col lege s o p h o m o r e Manu 
Gupta said. 

Free parking will be available at 
the corner of Texas Avenue and 
Hamilton Street in Diamond Lot A for 
drivers, and shuttles will transport 
non-drivers to and from the (iance. 

Shuttles will run atter 2 a.m. to 
ensure prompt return service, Eng 
and Munjal said. 

Like in past years, finger foods, 
soft drinks and water will be served 
at the event. 
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W h e n it's t ime to find the right job, you 've got to know where to look. 
lobGusher .com is the job searcn W e b site for students and recent 
graduates. Here's what JobGusher .com has to offer: 

• Great Jobs • Powerful Job Search Tools 
* Top Employers • Help by phone, email and chat 

We'll even notify you by text messaging through a digital pager and/or 
a cell phone when there's a match. Finding the right job has never been 
easier. Just visit www.jobgusher.com or call 866-JOB-GUSH and find 
the job you want today! 

tap into it. 
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Rice to build Texas' fastest 
supercomputer by early 2003 I $ P e a ^ Offers for- Rice Stu jer?ts! 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice will soon house the fastest 
supercomputer in the state ofTexas . 
wh ich will m a k e a b r a n d - n e w 
Pentium IV seem as slow as a Friday 
afternoon seminar. 

In July, Rice's Computer and In-
formation Technology Institute re-
ceived funding from the National 
Science Foundation and Intel Cor-
poration totaling$1.5 million, which 
will partially fund the cost of the 
c o m p u t e r , k n o w n as t h e Rice 
Terascale Cluster. 

Moshe Vardi, the RTC principal 
investigator, said the final cost of the 
computer has not yet been deter-
mined because negotiations with 
equipment suppliers are ongoing. 

Vardi said increasing the speed 
of computers is important. 

"Computers are slow, have been 
slow and will always be slow because 
we can always come up with bigger 
problems to solve," Vardi, the Com-
puter Science department chair, said. 

Vardi said the RTC would be used 
to model such phenomena as p r o 
tein binding, plasma physics and in-
ternational conflict. 

"You name it. we are doing it 
here," Vardi said. "This will enable a 
whole slew of researchers across 
different depar tments ... to attack 
problems at Rice." 

The RTC, which should be op-
erational early next year, will be ca-
pable of one teraflop. A teraflop is a 
unit of speed which measures how 

many operations — such as adding 
two numbers together — a com-
puter can do in one second. One 
teraflop is equivalent to doing one 
trillion operations in a second. 

The fastest supercomputer cur-
rently in Texas is capable of about 
one-third of a teraflop. 

Vardi said the computer would be 
made by linking between 70 to 140 
computers. Each computer will be 
equipped with Itanium 2 processors. 
The design will harness all ot the 
computers'power for one RTC project 
or partition the computer into vari-
ous sections so that several projects 
can be worked on simultaneously. 

The computer equipment will be 
s tored in Mudd Laboratory, but 
Vardi said seeing the actual com-
puter would not be interesting. 

"The equipment itself is quite 
boring — it looks like a bunch of 
refrigerators," Vardi said. 

Vardi said undergraduates will 
have various opportunities to work 
with the RTC: Students will be able 
to work on research projects with a 
professor who has access to the RTC 
or work with the computer in vari-
ous classes, which Vardi said could 
start as soon as next fall. 

"Part of the [NSF proposal) is 
that we will develop various courses 
that will give people access to it," 
Vardi said. "If you teach a computer 
science class on parallel computing, 
then instead of running a demon-
stration on three PCs connected to 
each other, we will run it on some-
thing like this." 
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osquito spraying intensifies in light of West Nile 
by Skye Schell 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Facilities and Engineering an-
nounced last week that they will be 
"fogging" the campus to counteract 
the mosquito population at Rice, which 
has taken on new importance with the 
emergence of West Nile virus. 

A short announcement about the 
policy was posted on the college 
listservs last week. 

The fogging will take place be-
tween 1 a.m. and 4 a.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, Manager 

of Custodial and Grounds Eusebio 
Franco said. 

F&E will discontinue the 
foggings when they decide the situ-
ation has improved. 

"We're being more aware be-
cause of West Nile virus fear," 
Grounds Superintendent Ron Smith 
said. "We're trying to be more con-
sistent with how we plan it and to be 
more responsive when we see we 
have mosquitoes." 

According to the Center for Dis-
ease Control's Web site, West Nile 
virus is spread by the bite of an 

infected mosquito, and although 
most infected people will have mild 
or no symptoms, it can be fatal. 

Hie virus, first documented in 
the United States in 1999, has sick-
ened over 350 people and killed 19 
people this year, and has been found 
in central and eastern states, includ-
ing Texas. 

Symptoms of the severe infec-
tions include fever, weakness and, 
more rarely, neurological effects. 

Smith said they have hired an 
exterminator to fog all areas of cam-
pus that the equipment, which is 
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Poetry and music 
Hanszen College junior Chris Sullivan plays the guitar and sings at the Coffeehouse's Open Mic Night on 
Wednesday at Sammy's. 

The Wesley Fbu notation 
uni ted Methodis t i pus ministry 

Sunday Morning (ai St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

Catch a Ride to Church 
For Sunday School [begins September 8) 

| @ Baker inside the loop 
[ @ Brown 

| For church 
[ @ Baker inside the loop 
j (a) Brown 

9:30 
9:35 

10:40 
10:45 

The College Sunday School Class 
j • A chance for discussion and 

donuts 
• 9:45 am room 106 
• Studying Traveling Mercies 

Wesley Chapel 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm 

In the Rice 
Memorial Chapel 
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This SundayHI 
September 8 • 6 pm 

Wesley's Annual 

Minor Lounge in the Student Center 

For information contact • ed knudsen • knudaen@rice.edu 
Or stefanie bennett • bennett@stpaulshouston.org • 713-524-3702 

Also on Sundays 
Sunday Suppers 

6 pm @ the wesley 
foundation parsonage, 

just off campus 
A home cooked meal 

Beginning September 15 

mounted on a truck, can reach. 
The exterminator will go down 

alleys, roads, loading docks and even 
into the academic quad, although 
direct fogging on sidewalk surfaces 
is usually avoided. 

Franco said foggings have been 
done on campus for years, though 
students might not have been aware 
of them in the past. 

"We've always done some mos-
quito fogging every year," he said. 
"We wanted to make people aware 
of what we're doing—that's why we 
sent out the notice." 

Smith praised the past fogging 
efforts on campus. 

"It's very effective," he said. "1 
think it helps a lot. It's not 100 per-
cent. It's not going to get rid of every 
mosquito, but it really cuts down on 
the population a lot." 

In addition to the fogging, F&E 
will be attempting to eliminate the 
standing water in which mosquitoes 
breed. 

Environmental and safety i ssues 
Smith said F&E uses Aventis' 

"Scourge," for fogging, a pesticide 
F&E considers to be harmless to 
humans. 

"It's the same product that's be-
ing used all over the city," Smith 
said. "It's thought to be safe." 

However, various reports have 
pointed out potential problems with 
the chemica l , which con ta ins 
resmethrin. 

The "material safety data sheet" 
published by Aventis states that it is 
highly toxic to fish. 

lOn campus it's pretty 
clear that we have a big 
problem with 
mosquitoes. Almost any 
time of day or night, if 
you're outside you 're 
going to get attacked.' 

— Randy Meissen 
Martel College senior 

A1993 report from the Extension 
Toxicology Network (Extoxnet) 
warns that, "All products containing 
resmethrin for mosquito or other 
pest control at aquatic sites are clas-
sified as Restricted Use Pesticides 
by the EPA." 

The product can also be harmful 
to humans under certain circum-
stances. According to the Aventis 
sheet, it is harmful if absorbed 

through the skin. The 1993 Extoxnet 
report stated, "Resmethrin is mod-
erately toxic by ingestion and slightly 
toxic through the skin." 

However, the report said that 
resmethrin has not shown carcino-
genic effects, nor is it dangerous to 
humans in small doses. 

Additionally, the chemical does 
not last long in its toxic form. The 
chemical is unstable in the presence 
of light and humidity. About half of 
the compound breaks down within 
15 minutes and almost 95 percent 
becomes harmless within an hour. 

Smith said he did not think stu-
dents walking around during the 
fogging would be a problem. 

'It's not going to get rid 
of every mosquito, but 
it really cuts down on 
the population a lot.' 

— Ron Smith 
Facilities and Engineering 

grounds superintendent 

"It's never been a problem," he 
said. "We've been doing it for a wh ile, 
and it's not been a problem that we 
know of. The material is a pretty safe 
material." 

Student voice opinions 
Many students said they agree 

that Houston has a significant mos-
quito problem and said they support 
the fogging. 

"I think there's a big mosquito 
problem in Houston, period," Baker 
College senior Megan Francis said. 
"It needs to be controlled, and if the 
fogging is going to help control the 
mosquito problem, then I think it's 
a good idea." 

Ix>vett College sophomore William 
McKee said he thinks the West Nile 
virus is a serious issue in this area. 

"The virus attacks the young and 
the old, who have weaker immune 
systems, so college student who get 
little sleep are very susceptible to 
encephalitis-related viruses," he said. 

Martel College senior Randy 
Meissen also said he supports the 
fogging. 

"On campus it's pretty clear that 
we have a big problem with mosqui-
toes," he said. "Almost any time of 
day or night, if you're outside you're 
going to get attacked by them." 

"Fogging doesn't work so well 
for controlling the mosquitoes that 
ate active during the day. You're 
never going to solve the mosquito 
problem, because the bottom line is, 
Houston's a giant marsh." 

Colleges await their fate 
CABLE, from Page 1 
had illegal cable." 

Rice administrators must now 
decide to what extent colleges 
should be held responsible for sto-
len cable. If the problem can not be 
managed at a college level by the 
college judiciaries, Student Judicial 
Affairs will intervene, Ditman said 

Wednesday. 
Haynie said cable regulation 

should not be the responsibility of 
the university. 

"Personally, 1 don't think the col-
leges should be held accountable 
for policing cable," Haynie said. 
"Phonoscope has some responsibil-
ity to protect their own interests." 

Founder judges OwlBay 
off to successful start 
OWLBAY, from Page 1 
category — which includes such 
items as Houston Astros tickets 
and an electronic blood pressure 
and pulse monitor — have gained 
popularity. 

Robertson said he has many 
plans for OwlBay's future. He said 
he is currently trying to get the 
residential colleges to hold their 
annual "basement auctions" on the 
site. Colleges hold these auctions 

each year to clean the basements 
of unclaimed storage i tems. 
Robertson said he also plans to re-
vamp his site during the year to 
accommodate the unexpectedly 
large number of users and auction 
listings. 

Registration for OwlBay requires 
a Rice e-mail address. All members 
are also automatically entered into 
a daily drawing for a variety of 
prizes. 
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Computer game history class 
cancelled due to lack of room 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Students enrolled in HIST 
269: World History Through 
Games were greeted with a fate 
worse than a chal lenging sylla-
bus. There would be no sylla-
bus at all — the course was can-
celled because the Information 
Techno logy department could 
not provide the necessary com-
puters. 

In the past, the course has 
allowed students to study history 
by playing various types of games, 
including computer, board and 
simulation games. 

Assistant Dean of Engineer-
ing Tony Elam said that in previ-
ous years, Compaq has loaned 
laptops to Rice for the class. Elam 
said he and the other instructor, 
History Professor Patricia Seed, 
did not solicit the donation from 
Compaq this year. 

"With the timing and all the 
other activities [happening at 
Compaq], it was difficult to go 
back and ask time after time for 
that kind of donation," he said. 

Elam said there were two pos-
sibilities for an in-house solution 
to the problem. The first was to 
use a computer classroom that 
had at least 24 PCs in it. Elam 

said the IT department told him 
none were available for the time 
when the class met. 

The second solution was to 
have each student use a laptop. 
Elam said IT administrators had 
plans to purchase a laptop cart, 
but there was not sufficient fund-
ing to purchase everything that 
was desired. 

IT administrators could not 
be reached for comment. 

Elam said IT offered the pro-
fessors a smaller computer room 
that would have enabled half of 
the class to play computer games 
simultaneously while the other 
half played board games, but he 
and Seed did not think that would 
work. 

J o n e s Col l ege s o p h o m o r e 
Ajay Kalia was enrolled in the 
c lass and said he was disap-
pointed it would not be offered. 

"It would have been a cool 
class," Kalia said. "I was going to 
take my two hard [Electrical En-
gineering] classes and use this 
class to relax." 

Elam said he was meeting with 
Director of Educational Technol-
ogy William Deigaard (Wiess'93) 
and Chief Information Officer 
Chuck Henry next week to dis-
cuss IT support for the class in 
the spring. 

Off-campus access to SIS 
Web may come Nov. 2003 

by David Berry 
THRESHER STAFF 

Off-campus access to the Rice 
Student Information System should 
be available in November 2003, Reg-
istrar Jerry Montag said. 

Since its campus-wide activation 
last year, SIS Web has been directly 
access ib le only from on-campus 
computers. In order to access SIS 
Web from off-campus computers, 
students must dial into the Rice net-
work using a Charon account, which 
allows account-holder access to Rice-
only material. 

"This is a problem, and we feel 
for the students," Montag said. 

In a Jan. 25 Thresher article, 
Montag said there were plans to 
develop off-campus direct access to 
SIS Web by preregistration for this 
fall. 

Administrators were still con-
s idering the project when Rice 
learned that its software company, 
Exeter Groups, Inc., had been 
bought out by another firm, SCT, 
Montag said. 

"We were talking about expand-
ing SIS Web off campus [when we 
learned of the merger] but were 
still worried about a variety of se-
curity problems," Student Informa-
tion S y s t e m s Manager Rebecca 
Parker said. 

At that time, a decision was made 
to upgrade from the current student 
system, po.wered by Exeter software, 
to a new one based around SCT's 
widely-used Banner software. Ban-
ner provides the basis for the stu-
dent systems for more than 1,100 
educational institutions around the 
country. 

"Rather than pursue the current 
way of getting off-campus access, 
we decided to include it in the new 
system," Montag said. 

The new student system is sched-
uled to be available November 2003, 
and students will not be able to ac-
cess registration information or reg-
ister online from off-campus loca-
tions until then. 

Parker said she understood stu-
dents' desire to use SIS Web while 
off campus, but security concerns 
make off-campus access problem-
atic. 

ESHER FILE PHOTO 

Jerry Montag 

"When you go off campus, your 
worries increase — you take risks," 
Parker said. "We didn't want to take 
risks of people stealing identities." 

In July newspapers, including The 
New York Times, reported that the 
director of Princeton University's 
Admissions Office hacked into a Yale 
University Web site by using the 
birth dates and Social Security num-
bers of students who had applied to 
both schools. 

In March, hackers illegally down-
loaded over 350 gigabytes of infor-
mation — including credit card num-
bers — from Georgia Institute of 
Technology'scomputer systems, the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution re-
ported. 

"Security is our top concern, and 
we didn't want to end up like other 
universities, whose breaches got on 
the front page of The New York 
Times," Parker said. "When we 
implement the Banner system, we 
are using a system that has been 
safe for hundreds of other places, 
and we will be adding additional se-
curity on top of that." 

While Baker College sophomore 
Karen Alexander, who lives off cam-
pus, acknowledges there are secu-
rity risks in allowing direct off-cam-
pus access to SIS Web, she said she 
thinks easy access is important. 

"In the end I think convenience is 
more important, but I also think that 
when you move off campusyou need 
to expect that certain things in your 
life will be a little harder," Alexander 
said. 
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KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Students sit In the aisles of Mathematics Professor Zhlyong Gao's Math 102 class in Bio Lab 131 on Wednesday 
morning. On Wednesday, the class had 146 students enrolled In it, while the room has a capacity of 120. 

Holds can be checked on SIS Web 
REGISTRAR, from Page 1 
dents, regardless of year, to enroll in 
capped classes until the maximum 
number of s tudents is reached, 
Montag said. 

Since forms are processed in the 
order in which they are turned in, 
students' timeliness in registering 
and adding classes, not their year or 
major, determines whether they will 
be enrolled in a capped class, Montag 
said. 

When courses were over-regis-
tered in the past, professors often 
had to remove registered students 
from their courses. But now those 
who are told by the Registrar's Of-
fice that they are in the course have 
a better chance of staying there, 
Montag said. 

Several students have expressed 
concerns about the communication 
between the Registrar's Office and 
the student body. 

If a professor or department de-
c ides not to offer a course, the 
Registrar's Office contacts students, 
Montag said. 

"We try to send an e-mail to stu-
dents whenever a class is cancelled." 
Montag said. 

Montag said students are wel-
come to visit the office to make sure 

that if a class is cancelled, they still 
have a sufficient number of credit 
hours. 

However, in the case of a hold 
being placed on a student's registra-
tion, Montag said it is largely the 
responsibility of the student to check 
his or her account on SIS Web, the 
Rice Student Information System. 
Montag said SIS Web is always ac-
tive and that holds show up immedi-
ately. 

Montag said checking SIS Web 
would be useful because a majority 
of holds are put on a student's ac-
count by university departments 
other than the Registrar's Office, 
which just serves to enact other 
department's policies. 

"We lift them only when they tell 
us to, and I don't want to speak to 
their policy of notification," Montag 
said. 

Likewise, Branch said inquiries 
concerning classroom assignments 
are best addressed by visiting SIS 
Web. 

"Classroom changes show up on 
SIS Web as soon as I make them," 
Branch said. 

In contrast, the online course 
s c h e d u l e available through the 
Registrar's Web site is only updated 
twice a day, Branch said. 

"We don't have a picture-perfect 
system of notification, but I think 
SIS Web is the way to go if you are 
concerned at all," Montag said. 

ADDING AND DROPPING 
Today concludes the "shopping period," during which students can add 
classes without a fee. 

Beginning Monday, it will cost $10 for each class added: this fee will rise 
to $30 Sept. 23. ' 

Drops will continue to be free until Sept. 23, when they will incur a $10 
fee. 

Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 

Now serving 
Chicken Strips! 

5814 Kirby 
In Rice Village 

<713)432-7272 

Late N i g h t 
Rice Special 

Large one topping pizza 
One two liter Coke® 

$8 .99 
After 9 p.m. 

Rice Special 
Large one topping pizza 

One two liter Coke® 

$9.99 

We support Rice athletics. 
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We have oatmeal 
with your name 

on it i 

Write/edit/shoot 
photos for us, and we 

will feed it to you. 

thresher@rice.edu 
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SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

Under the safety regulations announced by Housing and Dining, students will not be able to use lifts such as this one. 

Meeting to discuss policy held yesterday 
PARKING, from Page 1 
Garrett, assistant technical director 
for the Rice Theater Program, said. 

Rodriguez maintains that the fi-
nancial impact will be negligible . 

"If this goes like I think it's going 
to go. and all our guys need to do is 
just schedule to go out there and put 
up the piping or tresses, then I don't 
think it's going to be a big financial 
impact," he said. 

Nevertheless , Rodriguez said 
there is a possibility that costs will 
increase some. 

"When you talk about getting Fa-
cilities and Engineering involved and 
specialized crafts, like getting elec-
trical to come over and put in some 
wiring or something like that, then 
that is a charge," he said. "You're 
talking about 20, 25. 30 dollars an 
hour for them." 

Garrett, a Will Rice College jun-
ior. said he thinks lighting is best 
left to student theater. 

"A majority of the lights that any 
of the theater productions use are 
theatrical lighting equipment that 

needs to be focused, pointed, shut-
tered. gelled and hung in a way that 
requires training," Garrett said. "You 
can't just submit plans and have 
someone who's never done them 
before come over and expect them 
to be able to do it in any reasonable 
amount of time." 

'Housing and Dining 
has no idea about 
theater lighting, and 
they didn V consider the 
implications of their 
actions.' 

— Cherise Ard 
Baker College senior 

In addition, some students worry 
that off-hours labor such as evening 

sessions and last-minute fixes could 
become problematic. 

"I've been involved in a show 
where a light would malfunction dur-
ing a show, and they'd have to mess 
with the light to fix it during inter-
mission," Jones College Theater Co-
ordinator Julia Schwent, a senior, 
said. "I don't know how that's going 
to happen now if we have to get 
someone from Housing and Dining 
to do it." 

H&D is not liable for safety is-
sues in Hamman Hall, where the 
Rice Players perform, so the new-
policy does not apply to this group. 

"As [Health and Safety] pointed 
out, what happens here at Hamman 
Hall is very different than what hap-
pens at the colleges," Trish Rigdon, 
associate director of the Rice The-
ater Program, said. "Before students 
can work here, they have to go 
through rigorous training, testing, 
and they are always under the super-
vision of either myself or our techni-
cal director, who are both experts in 
the field." 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

SEPT. 12, 2002. 
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SLEEP 
DEPRIVATION 

ONSTAGE 

The Rice Players present the 

second installment of Play, 

an event that premiered last 

year. Teams of writers, 

directors and actors produce 

original works in a 24-hour 

period. See the results 

tonight. 

Free, 8 p.m. Hamman Hall 

s e p t . 1 1 

ROLLING 
REQUIEM 

Listen to the Rice Chorale 

perform the Mozart Requiem 

in C Minor. The performance is 

part of the "Rolling Requiem" 

| project with choirs across the 

| country performing the piece 

\ in every time zone at the 

approximate time the 

planes crashed into the 

I World Trade Center in New 

York on Sept. 11 

last year. 

{ The free performance will 

j take place in the lobby of 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

LADIES AT THE 
ALAMO 

Catch Ladies at the Alamo 

| by Paul Zindel (author of 

j The Effect of Gamma Rays 

on Man-in-the-Moon 

Marigolds) opening tonight 

at the Midtown Art Center. 

The play follows the 

complications faced by a 

regional theater company 

moving from a converted 

church to a multimillion-

dollar complex. 

8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 

through Sept. 28. $10. $8 for 

students and seniors. At the 

Midtown Art Center. 

www.fanfactory.org 
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4Off Night' decent entertainment for an open evening 
Adriana Ramirez 
THRESHER STAFF 

A cast of Rice underg radua tes , 
g raduate s tuden t s and alumni c o m e 
toge ther in the shape of Off Night, a 
co l lec t ion of t h r e e t h e m a t i c a l l y 
l i n k e d p l a y s a b o u t p e r s o n a l 
s t r u g g l e s w r i t t e n by M i c h a e l 
Yantosca (Will Rice '01). 

'off night' 

Independent Production 
Rating: * * * (out of five) 

Today, tomorrow, Sept. 13 and 
14 at 8 p.m. This Sunday and 

Sept. 15 at 3:30 p.m. Hanszen 
Commons, room 207 

The writing is mostly original, the 
acting varies from bland to superb, 
the direction at t imes is unclear and 
the set design is reflective of the many 
moves this show has undergone in 
its at tempt to find a venue. This is 
definitely an actor 's show. 

Direction in the 
play is MINIMAL 

and the 
movement 
throughout 
reflects this. 

T h e complexity ofYantosca ' s sto-
ries lies within the m o m e n t s between 
the lines. Unfortunately, this d o e s 
not always come out. 

"Father Flaherty's Day O f f be-
gins Off Night and sets an interest ing 
pace for the rest of the evening. Will 
Rice senior Alex Hemsath plays Den-
nis Flaherty, a priest trying to find his 
calling 23 years too late. Th is criti-
cism of both the clergy and the soci-
ety in which they function r u n s the 
audience in circles until Ed, played 
by Carl Huffman (Wiess '95), helps 

WITH THOSE HUNGRY EYES 

In the last third, "Flame ReU.r-
dant" provides one of the best inter-
act ions in the play. T h e relationshiop 
be tween T h o m a s (Will Rice senior 
Rob Gaddi) and Ed (Huffman) as 
fo rmer college f r iends is well-writ-
ten and well-acted despi te s taging 
difficulties. 

The staging is 
very awkward 
and the set design 
STEALS force from 
the most powerful 
scenes in Off 
Night. 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

A kiss-selling teenager (Will Rice College sophomore Audrey Nath) comes 
head to head with a faultering priest (Will Rice College senior) Alex Hemsath 
in "Father Flaherty's Day Off." 

Dennis and the audience see a point. 
Will Rice sophomore Audrey Nath 

is Angie, a kiss-selling teenager in 
search of cute guys. Nath is able to 
pull off this "low-grade prostitute" 
with surprising ease, in spite of too 
many eye-rolling comments . Perhaps 
ill-placed in the sequence, "Father 
Flaherty" has an original plot and a 
few momen t s that make it all worth it. 

"Tooth and Nail" is definitely the 
mos t d is turbing of the three plays. 
Nath r e tu rns as Natalie, ano ther not-
so-nice t eenager who loves to roll 
h e r eyes. She and her friend Jarel le 
(Hanszen College sophomore Stacey 
Frankle) sneak off into the woods to 
pe r fo rm spells in front of a bonfire 

— this in hopes that both will be able 
to succeed in their high school se-
duct ions. 

T h e plot th ickens when Natalie 
tu rns on Jarelle, forcing Jarelle to 
take dramat ic action. Frankle plays 
down to Nath, and this provides ex-
cellent levels. T h e s tage is bare, and 
this causes the ac t resses to be con-
fused at t imes about where exactly 
the fire is located. 

Charac te r b r eaks happen occa-
sionally, but if you let yourself be 
t ranspor ted to the woods, it is easy 
to forget them. 'Too th and Nail" is a 
nice contrast to "Father Flaherty," 
with good acting on Frankle ' s end 
and real ism on Nath 's . 

T h o m a s is a corporate drone who 
realizes the monotony of his life at a 
d inner hosted by his immediate boss 
Malcolm (Yantosca). Along with his 
boss, T h o m a s has to deal with the 
o ther m e m b e r s of his group: an an-
noying psychology graduate with an 
inces san t hair bob n a m e d Dana 
(Chemistry graduate student Christie 
Sayes) and philandering Darryl (Will 
Rice senior Keven Brown). 

Both Gaddi and Huffman deliver 
very high-strung and forced perfor-
mances, with nervous ticks that de-
tract from their acting. Yantosca is 
incredibly credible as a corporate 
shark type who cannot hold his liquor. 
Gaddi is still able to provide the audi-
ence with an excellent performance 
and pulls off his part quite well. 

Yet it is Huffman who explodes 
onto the scene as Ignatius Drake 
and c o m m a n d s attention. 

Direction in the play is minimal 
and the movement th roughout re-
flects this. T h e staging is very awk-
ward and the set design steals force 
f rom the mos t powerful scenes in Off 
Night. Yet director Jacob Mat thews 
(Will Rice '01) is still able to br ing 
out some wonderful m o m e n t s f rom 
his cast. Off Night is worth ca tching 
— if you have a f ree night. 

'Photo' casts a meaningful gaze into the nature of voyeurism 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

Gett ing inside the head of a voy-
eur is a tr icky proposition for a film-
maker . 

'one hour photo' 

in theaters 
Rating: 

(out of five) 

Movies that probe the subject 
too deeply come across as exploit-
ative and hypocritical, while those 
that play it too safe rarely convey 
anything of subs tance . Yet it is pos-
sible to find the middle g round , and 
several films, including Rear Win-
dow, The Conversation and The War 
Zone, have done so, with uniformly 
compell ing results . Such is the case 
with Mark Roinanek ' s One Hour 
Photo. 

It is p e r h a p s t e m p t i n g to wr i te 
off Robin Wil l iams' r ecen t foray 
into " d a r k e r " mater ia l ( I n s o m n i a , 

Death to Smoochy) a s a 
p u b l i c i t y s t u n t , b u t 
t h o s e w h o wa tch Will-
i ams ' p e r f o r m a n c e in 
One Hour Photo a r e un-
likely to be so d i smiss -
ive. 

He does more than 
just play against type; h e 
ha s been given a genu-
inely interest ing, com-
plex c h a r a c t e r to in-
habit, and h e t akes full 

y o u r ami!® 

PHOTO COURTESY FOX SEARCHLIGHT 

Lonely film developer Sy Parrlsh (Robin Williams) checks his smile in the brakeroom of SavMart in One Hour Photo. 
The character Is the latest in a string of darker roles for Robin Williams. 

advantage of the opportunity. 
Wi l l i ams p lays Sy P a r r i s h , a 

middle-aged man who has worked 
for yea r s developing photos at the 
local SavMart . His life is a lonely, 
soul-killing rout ine consis t ing of re-
petitive work, eat ing at the s ame 
diner every night and indifferently 
watching TV at home . At first he 
s t r ikes u s as merely pa the t i c—awk-
ward, too eage r to please, but basi-

cally benign. 
Gradually, however . Sy develops 

a c reepy obsess ion with the Yorkins, 
a family of th ree whose pictures h e 
develops while secretly making ex-
tra pr ints for h is own collection. In 
their family photos h e sees what he 
most des i res : love, ha rmony and 
companionsh ip among Mama Bear 
Nina (Connie Nielsen), Papa Bear 
Will (Michael Vartan) and Baby 

(okay, pre-teen) Bear Jakob (Dylan 
Smith). 

For a while, Sy c o n t e n t s h imsel f 
with f an tas i e s about b e c o m i n g the 
"Uncle Sy" of the family, but even-
tually h e a t t e m p t s m o r e actively to 
inser t h imsel f into the i r lives. 

In the process , h e uncovers a 
dirty secret that des t roys his ideal-
ized vision of familial bliss, and he 

See DARK SIDE. Page 10 

http://www.fanfactory.org
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Williams' dark side shines 
through in creepy movie 

Kl Ml MM R rUt RED l<l\EK VAl.il ) 

The Breach' crosses border into Mexico* 

DARK SIDE, from Page 9 
assumes yet another (and more 
dangerous) active role: that of 
self-appointed punisher. 

One of the movie's chief fas-
cinations is that it doesn't im-
mediately tell us what drives Sy 
to do what he does. We do get 
an explanation for his behavior 
at the end (and for once it's 
neither a cop-out nor one of 
those infuriating "ha-ha, I fooled 
you" twists) , but until then 
Romanek demands our thought-
ful participation in unraveling 
Sy's motivation. Does Sy act out 
of spite? A sense of justice? 
Maybe both? 

Even after the movie was 
over, I couldn't shake the dis-
quieting effect of the pivotal, 
marvelously constructed scene 
in which Sy first learns there's 
another side to Will Yorkin. 
The scene contains no dialogue 
and few gestures, yet there is 
an amazing amount of informa-
tion in e v e n the s m a l l e s t 
changes in Williams' facial ex-
pressions. 

Watch, for instance, the way 
Sy's face crumbles so suddenly 
when he sees the incriminating 
photo, and consider how subtly it 
s u g g e s t s a nerve has been 
touched. This is no malevolent 
psycho waiting to pounce at the 
s l ightest provocation, but a 
deeply hurt man for whom some-
thing of fundamental value has 
been shattered. 

And then Sy takes action. I 
wouldn ' t d ream of reveal ing 
what he does, but it is presented 
so cleverly that when we real-
ize, with sudden, sickening clar-
ity. what is about to happen, we 
simultaneously gasp in horror 
and clap in tentative approval. 

It's a moment that's every bit as 
powerful a» <iAL9000"s lip-read-
ing scene in 2001: A Space Od-
yssey. 

To be sure. One Hour Photo 
is not perfect. One major mis-
calculation is the use of voice-
over narration, which, in addi-
tion to being pretentious and 
distracting, supplies us with in-
format ion of minimal rel-
evance. 

Equally annoying is a point-
less, mean-spirited montage in 
which Romanek takes Clerks-
style potshots of a variety of freak-
ish SavMart patrons. 

The movie's biggest failing is 
that it makes no more than a 
cursory attempt to develop Nina, 
Will and Jakob as characters. It 
doesn't help either that the ac-
tors portraying the Yorkins, par-
ticularly Connie Nielsen, give 
such bland performances. 

Because they have so little 
personality, we care about them 
only insofar as they are the ob-
jects of Sy's increasingly danger-
ous obsession; our attitude to-
ward them depends solely on 
whether we view Sy more with 
loathing or with pity. 

Fortunately, none of these 
shortcomings is of much impor-
tance next to the movie's gratify-
ingly sensitive treatment of Sy 
Parrish. 

Williams and Romanek have 
deftly, scrupulously created a 
tragic man who elicits our com-
passion and empathy even when 
he is at his most frightening. That 
they take on such a challenge at 
all is admirable. 

That they succeed makes One 
Hour Photo one of those rare 
movies for which the hype is fully 
justified. 

Elizabeth Pienkos 
THRESHER STAFF 

You need only live in Texas for a 
couple of weeks to know that Tex-
ans are very proud of their state. 
Never mind the low ranking in edu-
cation or health care; Texas is a 
mighty state, and many natives see 
themselves as Texans first, Ameri-
cans second. 

' the b reach ' 

Brian Kaufman 
Rating: iririr 

(out of five) 

I've lived in Texas for almost 
eight years, and all this pride is still 
a source of much amusement to me. 
But I did take the required 7th-grade 
Texas history course, so at least I 
know that there is some kind of back-
ground to this sentiment. 

[The author] has 
left his 
fingerprints all 
over Castrillon as 
the general 
spouts thinly 
veiled pro-Texas 
and anti-Mexico 
statements. 

Whereas in New Jersey (my other 
state of residence), the claim to fame 
the state's status as the third most 
populated state. Texas was actually 
its own country at one point. 

And although I have happily for-
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gotten most of the information 
learned in good ol* Texas history, I 
do recall that there was enough his-
tory to make it worthwhile to create 
a class. 

So when I 
took on the as-
s ignment of 
reading The 
Breach, a book 
by Brian 
Kaufman about 
the Texas Revo-
lution, I was not 
surprised to 
find that it was 
rich in both 
Texas history 
and T e x a s 
pride. What 
makes this in-
t e r e s t i n g , 
though, is that 
the book is a fic-
tional account 
of the revolu-
tion as told by a 
Mexican gen-
eral. 

K a u f m a n 
maintains from 
the start of the 
novel that The 
Breach is the 
English transla-
tion of a journal 
written during the time between the 
siege at the Alamo and the Texas 
victory at San Jacinto. Although Gen-
eral Castillon, aide-de-camp to Santa 
Anna, was indeed a real person, the 
journal itself is Kaufman's invention. 

Thus, he can write as many pro-
Texas sentiments as he wants and 
stick them in the authori tat ive 
mouth of a Mexican official. 

The author has done his home-
work. and the book is rich with his-
torical detail. But he has somehow 
failed in making himself invisible, 
one of the most important tasks of 
writing a work of fiction. Rather, he 
has left his f ingerprints all over 
Castrillon as general spouts thinly-
veiled pro-Texas and anti-Mexico 
statements. 

Perhaps this wouldn't be so bad if 
Castrillon's character was well-de-
veloped and appeared to have some 
sort of independence and intelli-
gence. Then we might be able to 
attribute descriptions of the Mexi-
can army as idiotic, disorganized, 
cruel and dishonorable to something 
other than dogmatic patriotism. 

But it is clear that Castrillon is 
merely a puppet, and his negative 
comments are far too repetitive and 
obvious to make me feel any more 
positively toward the Texas army or 

negatively toward that of Mexico. 
Other themes, such as the sense-

less waste of human life in the pursuit 
ofvictory, are interesting, but are again 

\\ 

Brian K a u f m a n 

repeated too frequendy and in too 
many different situations (generals 
vs. soldiers, soldiers vs. pack animals, 
soldiers vs. women and children, and 
so on). 

I feel as though I could have re 
the first quarter of this book and 
gotten as much out of it as when I 
read the whole thing. 

On the other hand. I did learn 
about the tactical decisions made by 
the military leaders, something that 
my Texas history course nevar 
taught me. 

The accounts of the hardships 
the soldiers had to face, with lack of 
food, inclement weather, heat ex-
haustion. and fatigue, helped to per 
sonalize the enemy in a way that 
Texas history from Texas' point * 
view never tried to do. 

Texas history told from the side 
of Mexico is certainlv an interesting 
idea for a story, but this book is ton 
bogged down by its author's patrio 
tism. 

For the Texas enthusiast, I 
sure that The Breach will come a * , 
nice confirmation of the belief that 
Texas is far superior to any other 
place on Earth. 

But for the rest of us. it makes for 
a rather repetitive and overly biased 
read. 
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Owls disappoint in season-opening loss to UH 
by Jason Gershman 

THRESHER STAFI 

' 
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Some say football is a game of 
inches. Others say it is a game of 
momentum. 

Both theories were true for Rice 
in its 24-10 loss to the University of 
Houston Saturday at Rice Stadium. 

With 14:25 left to play in the sec-
ond quarter, junior fullback Robbie 
Beck fumbled just shy of the end 
zone, costing Rice a chance to tie the 
game at seven. UH responded im-
mediately, driving 97 yards in 10 
plays to go up 14-0. From then on, 
the Cougar lead never dipped below 
10 in the rout. 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL 
Record: 0-1 

Last week: Lost 24-10 at 
home to eight-point underdog 
UH, surrendering possession 
of the Bayou Bucket for the 
first t ime since 1999. 

What made the difference: 
Houston ran for 305 yards, 
298 more than in last year's 
20-14 loss to the Owls. 

Up next: The Owls travel to 
East Lansing, Mich., to face 
Michigan State, ranked 15th 
in the country, in a non-
conference encounter. 

Trailing by two touchdowns for 
most of the second half, the Owls 
moved their attack from the ground 
to the air, attempting more passes 
than rushes in the second half. UH 
easily won the possession battle, with 
a 17-minute advantage over Rice. 
Last year, in an 8-4 season, the Owls 
won the time-of-possession battle in 
10 of 12 games. 

"We put together a pretty good 
drive and then fumbled the ball, and 
they went 97 yards for the score, and 
that changed the momentum," jun-
ior quarterback Kyle Herm said. "I 
give UH all the credit — they played 
error-free football the first half. The 
run is still our number-one option, 
but they took us out of our game, 
and we started throwing the ball 
more." 

Herm split t ime in the game at 
quarterback with sophomore Greg 
Henderson. The two quar te rbacks 
completed a total of eight out of 27 
passes for 84 yards. While Herm is 
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y t h e s t a r t e r , 
Hatfield said that giving Henderson 
playing time early in the season is 
crucial for the long-term benefit of 
the team. 

"We need them both, and as hu-
mid and as physically demanding as 
it was, it was good to get Greg into 
the game," Hatfield said. "Both of 
them are good, solid quarterbacks, 
and if [ Henderson ] had gotten a little 
air under a couple of balls, they could 
have been big plays." 

With true freshman wide receiver 
John Brock out with swelling in his 
knee, junior wide receiver Jeremy 
Hurd leaving the game early with a 
stomach flu and junior wide receiver 
Gavin Boothe still regaining his 
strength after a spider bite kept him 
on the sidelines during most of the 
preseason, freshman wide receiver 
Marcus Battle was the primary tar-
get most of the night. 

Battle had just two receptions for 
26 yards, but had one catch over-
turned by an official and was inches 
away from others, showing poten-
tial for brilliance. 

"We had to play one receiver who 
was healthy, and you could see our 
timing was a bit off on a lot of those 
things," Hatfield said. "We got be-
hind and threw the ball more — 
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Junior quarterback Kyle Herm pitches to senior halfback Vincent Hawkins In the first half of Saturday's 24-10 loss to 
UH. The Owls rushed for 188 yards but could not recover from a 14-0 halftime deficit. 

we've got to do a better job. Several 
times we had people beat, and we 
overthrew the receiver. Marcus has 
a lot of talent and he made a great 
play on the ball that was just out of 
bounds." 

Two other freshmen getting their 
feet wet were cornerback Dustin 
Haynes and kicker Brennan Landry. 

Haynes served as the Owl punt re-
turner and gained 29 yards on three 
returns, although he did fumble late 
in the game. Landry, nicknamed 
Harry Potter by his teammates, had 
a solid debut, connecting on an ex-
tra point and a 39-yard field goal. 

"Dustin Haynes will be an out-
standing punt returner for us — he 

will be exciting in the open field," 
Hatfield said. "The punt team, which 
is new, did a good job of covering 
punts all day. Landry made both of 
the opportunities he had, and that 
was big. There are certain things we 
did extremely well, and there are 
other things we helped [UH] with on 
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Volleyball looking to improve on best-ever conference finish 
by Scott Selinger 

THRESHER STAFF 
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It's hard to improve on one of the best 
volleyball squads in school history, but the 
Owls have a shot at it this season. 

With a strong class of new players com-
bined with ten returning letterwinners, Rice 
will look to build on its success from 2001. L'ist 
year, the Owls not only recorded their 12th 
winning season (17-9) but also their best con-
ference record ever (10-3). Outside hitter 
Rebecca Pazo became Rice's first Western 
Athletic Conference freshman of the year, and 
the Owls landed two athletes on all-WAC teams. 

' We're a really deep squad. We 
have a lot of potential to do 
well, and I think this is going 
to be a good season for us.' 

— Brianna Cook 
Senior middle-hitter 

"|I.ast year] gave us a chance to come 
together as a solid unit to show what we can do 
this year," head coach Julio Morales said. 

Morales is in his seventh year at the helm and 
is assisted by Doug Babington and new addition 
Kimberly Martinez. Babington, in his second 
year, brings the experience of both coaching 
and playing collegiate volleyball, while Martinez, 
a four-year letterwinner and recent graduate of 
Texas A&M-Kingsville, brings the unique view 
of a recent women's collegiate player. 

"Kimberly is young and eager to begin her 

coaching career," Morales said. "She's been 
connecting with girls and seeing things, and 
that's important for our program." 

The s trength of the team will be tested 
this year because the Owls face a tough 
schedule, both in quality and quantity. Rice 
will play at least eight more matches than 
last year and will face seven teams that com-
peted in last year 's NCAA, tournament, in-
cluding six-time WAC champion University 
of Hawaii. Rice already faced very tough 
competition at the Patriot Invitational in 
Fairfax, Va., including 14th-ranked Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa. 

"Our schedule this fall is long, and we've 
got a lot of strong competition early in the 
season," Morales said. "A lot of those teams 
will be just as important as the Hawaiis, San 
Jose States and IJCIAs. We have a quality, 
strong schedule, and we should have a good 
chance at the NCAA tournament." 

The majority of the lOreturning letterwinners 
received significant playing time last year. Pazo, 
who led last year's squad in kills and hitting 
percentage, will again be a dominant force at the 
outside hitter position. Joining her on the out-
side will be I jndsey Carter, a sophomore return-
ing player who, Morales said, is hitting better 
and has improved her game in the off-season. 
Starting in the right-side hitting position is 
Catherine DuPont, another returning sopho-
more who has really stepped up all aspects of her 
game after a solid rookie outing. The three 
sophomores will play an even bigger role than 
last year in determining the Owls' fate. 

"These three young ladies have a year of 
experience under their belts, both in our sys-
tem and in our conference," Morales said. 

Three much-heralded freshmen, Kristina 
Hoban, Erica Scott and Elizabeth Tomasovic 
will provide depth at the hitter positions and 
have already impressed their teammates. 

"The freshmen have got real skills," senior 
middle-hitter Brianna Cook said. "They're re-
ally solid players, and they've been leaders on 
the court elsewhere." 

The Owls also have surprising strength at 
the middle hitter position. Although they lost 
Courtney Smith (Hanszen '02) to graduation, 
junior transfer Julie Jackman has stepped up 
with two years of experience under her belt. 
Sophomore Rebecca Kainz has improved her 

game since her 2001 rookie season and is 
looking to make an impact at the net this year. 
Cook and senior Elizabeth Davenport Pollock 
are two ot the top blockers in Rice history and 
helped Rice finish the 2001 season ranked in 
the nation's top 25 in total blocks. Davenport 
Pollock is already 10th in school history with 
234 total blocks, while Cook, who has led the 
Owls in blocks each of her three seasons, 

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 13 

W E E K L Y S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 
Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Friday 9 / 6 

Saturday 9 / 7 

Sunday 9 / 8 

7:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 9 / 1 1 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday 9 / 1 2 7:00 p.m. 

Fri-Sun 9/13-15 all day 

Saturday 9 / 1 4 7:30 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9 / 1 5 1:00 p.m. 

Volleyball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette (Autry Court) 
You could spend Friday night heckling Ragin' Cajuns ... 
Soccer vs. Baylor (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 
... or chanting Ole, Ole Ole Ole! Either way, you win. 
Volleyball vs. TCU (Autry Court) 
Volleyball vs. Houston (Autry Court) 
You can sleep late and still see the volleyball team! 
Men's Club Soccer vs. A&M-Commerce (Club Field) 
Luscious Athletes Dancing Seductively 
Men's Club Soccer vs. Texas (Club Field) 
Women's Club Soccer vs. Baylor (IM Field) 
After World Cup '02, you should jump at day games. 
Volleyball vs. Southwest Texas (Autry Court) 
Unbeaten against Texas opposition so far, 
Soccer vs. TCU (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 
Two words: Horned Frogs 
Men's Tennis Continental Cup (Kingwood CC) 
Men's tennis goes on the road for its home opener. 
Cross Country Rice Invitational (campus) 
The last chance to see short shorts in action this fall. 
Women's Club Soccer vs. UTB (Club Field) 
Whether it's Beaumont or Brownsville, we'll still win. 
Women's Club Soccer vs. Texas Tech (Club Field) 
Only Camacho can go to all six soccer games this week. 
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by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It was supposed to be a revenge 
game to mark the women's soccer 
team's arrival as a better-than-aver-
age second-year program. 

A second-half collapse, however, 
left Rice on the short end of another 
2-1 score line against the University 
of Houston — just like last year — 
and left the Owls searching for an-
swers to their 0-2 start. 

It was not the season-opening 4-1 
loss to T e x a s A&M Universi ty 
Aug. 30 that hurt; after all, the Aggies 
are ranked fifth in the country. 
Rather, it was the disappointment of 
again falling a goal short against a 
plainly beatable UH team. 

"We're such a better team than 
we were last year," senior defender 
Jennifer Teeter said. "It's such a dis-
appointment that we got the same 
result this year as we did last year, 
especially with as hard as we worked 
in the off-season." 

The Owls had a good first half 
Sunday at Robertson Stadium, de-
spite early pressure from UH. The 
back four defenders settled down 
and spurred the Owls to produce an 
inspired display for 25 minutes, hold-
ing UH without a scoring chance for 
most of the first half. 

The dominance paid oft in the 
31st minute after UH cleared a free 
kick to the right sideline. Substitute 
junior midfielder Kristen Lindsay 
swiveled brilliantly to turn the ball 
across her body into the penalty area. 
Sophomore forward Sarah Yoder 
slipped past the UH offside trap, 
deftly settled the cross with her chest 
and slid the bail inside the near post 
from a tight angle. It was fitting that 
Yoder s t r ike such a well-taken 
opener, as she was Rice's most con-
sistent offensive threat throughout 
the game. 

While Rice pushed play immedi-
ately after the goal, UH seemed to 
wake up as Rice ran out of steam at the 
end of the half and clung to its 1-0 lead. 

The Owls, already without sopho-
more forward Ashley Anderson, out 
for the season with an ACL tear, and 
sophomore midfielder Betsy Huete, 

, missed chances in 2-1 loss at Houston 
who was injured earlier in the match, 
got another scare just before half-
time. Sophomore goa lkeeper 
Amanda Garrison re-injured her 
wrist collecting a cross, but stayed 
in the game for the second half. 

The game turned just after the 
interval, as UH midfielder Nikki 
Hawkins equal ized with a one-
bouncer into the left side netting 
from the top of the penalty area. The 
next 15 minutes saw the game's most 
entertaining action, with constant 
ball movement and counterattacks 
at both ends of the field. 

IN FOCUS: SOCCER 
Record: 0-2 

Last week: Lost 4-1 at 5th-
ranked Texas A&M Aug. 30 
and fell 2-1 at UH Sunday. 

What made the difference: 
The discontinuity of the Owl 
passing and an inability to 
build from the back crippled 
the possession game. 

Up next: The Owls face 
Baylor in their home opener 
tonight at 7 p.m. at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium. They 
boasted a 5-3 home record 
last year but lost 3-1 at 
Baylor. 

UH capitalized on one such coun-
terattack after 59 minutes, effectively 
switching the ball to the right side-
line. UH midfielder Julie Cole carried 
to the top of the box before ripping a 
shot that Garrison could only parry 
against the crossbar, and UH for-
ward Sarah Hemmer smashed the 
rebound into the top of the net. 

It was a demoralizing blow, espe-
cially for the Rice defense of Teeter 
and sophomores Caitlin Currie, 
Becky MacAll is ter and Ashley 
Hesseltine. The four defenders in 
Rice's 4-3-3 formation showed good 
timing throughout the game to in-
tercept passes in front of them but 
lost their composure when facing its 
cwn goal, conceding throw-ins and 
corner kicks rather than retaining 
possession. 
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Sophomore defender Ashley Hesseltine battles for possession in Rice's 2-1 loss to UH Sunday at Robertson Stadium. 

"There's always room for im-
provement," Teeter said. "If any-
thing, we found out where we needed 
to improve, and that's always good." 

The Owls did have chances in the 
final 30 minutes against an elder UH 
squad. Brilliant midfield buildup 
turned into another right-wing cross 
from Lindsay in the 66th minute, but 
sophomore midfielder Jackie Rellas 
was wide left with a half-volley. 

Five minutes later, Yoder had two 
chances but lost the ball on a 

breakaway and later hit the post from 
ins ide t h e pena l ty a rea a f t e r 
Lindsay's chip had hit the crossbar. 

UH continued to counterattack, 
and Garrison saved well from a 
headed corner kick soon after. "Die 
Cougars were able to possess the 
ball against a tired Owls squad from 
then on, and even the speed of se-
nior forward Aimee Teteris, formerly 
of the track and team, couldn't pay 
dividends in the final 10 minutes. 
Teteris won a loose ball in the final 

minute and slotted home from the 
top of the box with 10 seconds re-
maining, but the goal was disallowed 
because of her foul, and time ran out 
on the unhappy result. 

"I've never been more disap-
pointed in a team performance than 
1 was tonight," head coach Chris 
Huston said. "I don't think it had 
anything to do with the A&M game 
— it had to do with the mental prepa-
ration of the girls coming into this 
game, and it wasn't there." 
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Cross country buoyed by tune-up race 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

/THRESHER 

Freshman Marcel Hewanmudalige finishes 7th In the Rice Relays Aug. 30 st Montgomery College. 

There were no team scores kept, but the 
Rice cross country teams still accomplished 
their goals in the season-opening Rice Relays. 

The men 's and women's cross country 
teams ran in the informal meet at Montgom-
ery College in The Woodlands Aug. 30 and 
were joined by Baylor University, Texas 
Southern University and the University of 
Houston. 

The meet helped both Owl squads gauge 
their conditions and start preparing for their 
run at their respective WAC championships. 

Although practices began only four days 
before the meet, several runners started the 
season well. The men were led by sophomore 
Adam Davis, who finished sixth with a time of 
16 minutes for the five-kilometer, and redshirt 
f reshman Marcel Hewanmudalige. who fin-
ished seventh in a time of 16:04. 

Davis, who runs the 800 meters in track, 
said he enjoyed the course because it was 
shorter than the typical eight-kilometer race 
that men typically run in cross country. 

"It was especially fun for some of the guys 
on the team because it was a little bit shorter," 
Davis said. "Cross country is a little long for 
me, but it was a good way to start off the 
season." 

Hewanmudalige was running in his first 
collegiate race after redshirting the 2001 sea-
son while injured, but he did not have trouble 
with the new level of competition 

"Last year was kind of a nightmare — I 
got injured and missed the whole year," 
Hewanmudalige said. 'Today was all right. 
The re ' s a lot of work to be done, and I can 
get a lot stronger, but things are going all 
right." 

On the women's side, several Rice runners 
dropped out midway through the race in order 
to maintain their training regimen. 

The top Rice finisher on the women's side 
was senior Katie Waite, who covered the 5k 
course in 19:29, leading the team's prepara-
tion for the competitive season. 

"It was more of a 'get the cobwebs out, 
remember what it is like to race and to get that 
feeling back' type of race," sophomore .Anna 
Reeve said. "We did this low-key one so that 
we will be ready and fresh for the big ones in 
the next couple of weeks. A lot of the girls are 
coming back from injuries, so it was extra 
special to a lot of them." 

The men's team was missing its top run-
ner, sophomore Scott Loftin, who was in the 
hospital Friday with a spinal fluid infection. 

Davis said Loftin, who was All-WAC last 
year as a result of his fifth-place finish at the 
WAC Championships, is supposed to com-
pete again in a few weeks. I^oftin will be key to 
Rice's championship hopes. 

"He's definitely a great runner for us — 
number one runner — and he's going to be 
great when he gets back out here," Davis said. 
"We are the defending WAC Champions, and 
we hope to defend our title. Our team goals are 
to win the WAC [championship] and make it 
to nationals." 

The men's squad is young this year, but its 
high talent level should prove decisive, Davis 
said. 

"We definitely have a lot of young guys, 
with Marcel and Scott coming back and with 
[freshman) David Axel and (sophomore) 
Seth Neumul ler , " Davis said. "That 's a good 
four that 's really going to contr ibute and 
help this team win another WAC Champion-
ship." 

Axel finished 14th Friday in 16:25, while 
Neumuller, a transfer from the University of 
California at Los Angeles, finished 15th in 
16:27. 

The women's team is also focusing on the 
WAC Championships after finishing second 
behind the University of Hawaii last year. 

"We only lost one girl to graduation, so 
everyone is running pretty strongly," Reeve 
said. "It was so close last year and we're calling 
winning [the WAC Championships) a near 
guarantee." 

Both teams return to competition Satur-
day, Sept. 14 in the Rice Relays, which begin at 
7:30 a.m. at Rice. 
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Volleyball depth will be key 
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VOLLEYBALL, from Page 11 
needs 51 more to take over the num-
ber one spot. 

"Each of these young ladies 
brings a different perspective to the 
court," Morales said. "Any one of 
them could do the job, and all will 
see time on the court." 

Returning this year to fight for the 
starting setter position, senior Mariel 
Davenport Pollock and junior Rebekah 
Neal will co-captain the squad. Last 
year, Mariel Davenport Pollock started 
the first 11 matches at setter before 
N eal took over during conference play. 

'We're going to be 

training more girls to 

play libero. It adds 

another dimension 

when thinking about 

strategy.' 
— Julio Morales 

Head volleyball coach 

"Both of these ladies know how 
important the setter is," Morales said. 
"They both are very aware of what 
they have to do to lead this team, and 
both are eager and willing to step in 
and do what it takes to win." 

Morales sees Neal as an "overall 
player" who has succeeded both as a 
hitter and as a defensive player, but 
who also has great potential at the 
setter position. 

"Mariel is in better physical con-
dition and has matured her setting," 
Morales said. "Both are capable of 
leading this team. That 's why they're 
both also our team captains." 

There are a few rule changes for 
the 2002 season, the pursuit rule and 
the inclusion of a libero position. The 

pursuit rule allows players to chase 
after a ball that goes outside of the 
court and across the extension of the 
centerline as long as the player and 
the ball are outside the court. 

The bigger change, however, will 
be the inclusion of the libero posi-
tion. Created in 1998 for international 
competition and implemented in the 
NCAA men's division in 2000, the 
libero is a defensive specialist who 
can replace any player in the back 
row without counting as a substitu-
tion. As a result, the number of legal 
substitutions has been decreased 
from 18 to 12 for the 2002 season. 

"The libero position doesn't 
present that much of a difference for 
us," Morales said. "I think the fans 
will be the ones who notice the 
change the most." 

While the libero position is new 
this year, the Owls already have three 
talented players ready to take on the 
job. Junior Allison Donohue looks to 
be the favorite to start after spend-
ing a lot of time on the court in the 
2001 season as a defensive special-
ist, aiding the Owls with 107 digs. 

"She has improved a lot and played 
very well in the spring," Morales said. 

Addi t ional ly , jun ior Rhonda 
Sigman and freshman Judy Jia are 
ready to hit the court in the back 
row. Sigman makes the move after 
spending the past two seasons as an 
outside hitter. 

"We're going to be training more 
girls to play libero," Mora'ies said. "It 
adds another dimension when think-
ing about strategy. We have always 
been a solid passing team, and that 
should be no different this season." 

I^ast year was a breakthrough sea-
son for Rice, and the depth and versa-
tility of the Owls could prove key as 
they aim at a championship in 2002. 

"We're a really deep squad," Cook 
said. "Our positions are solid, we 
have a lot of potential to do well, and 
I think this is going to be a good 
season for us." 

Owls travel to face No. 15 Michigan State 
by Jason Gershman 

THRKSHliK STAFF 

Tomorrow's football game be-
tween Rice and Michigan State 
University is a mismatch in every 
sense of the word. 

Michigan State is ranked 15th 
in the country, was picked to win 
the Big Ten Conference champi-
onship by Street and Smith's Foot-
ball magazine, is returning 15 start-
ers and opened its season Satur-
day with a 56-7 thrashing of East-
ern Michigan University. 

Rice, in stark contrast, is 
unranked, was picked to finish ninth 
in the 10-team WAC by most publi-
cations, is returning just eight start-
ers and opened its season Saturday 
with a disappointing 24-10 loss at 
home against crosstown rival Uni-
versity of Houston, breaking a 15-
game Cougar losing streak. 

The game must go on, how-
ever, and head coach Ken Hatfield 
believes his young defense will 
benefit from facing the veteran 
Spartan offense, which returns all 
six of its starting offensive line-
men from 2001. 

"I wish there was an easier way 
to get experience, but there's not," 
Hatfield said. "We're going up 
against a great passing attack. This 
is another great challenge for us, 
one from which we should benefit 
once conference play begins." 

Hatfield believes his team ben-
efits from playing at least one 
game against a national power-
house each season. In 2000, the 
Owls battled the University of 
Oklahoma, the eventual national 
champion, in a game which was 
close for three quarters before 
the Sooners broke it open for a 
42-14 victory. 

I^ast year, the Owls traveled to 
Lincoln, Neb., to face the Univer-

Owls nip Sam Houston State for first win 
by Scott Selinger 

THRESHER STAFF 

Uncomfortably facing the unfa-
miliar is not the way for a team to 
start the season. 

But the Rice volleyball squad 
wasn't looking for a good win-loss 
record coming out of its first few 
matches. The Owls wanted a chal-
lenge to start off their season, and 
they found one at the Patriot Invita-
tional in Fairfax, Va. 

"This w e e k e n d s t a r t ed very 
badly," head coach Julio Morales 
said. "We played erratically in the 
first two games, but it actually ended 
up looking good. We improved a lot 
over the course of the tournament, 
and I think thegi r l scameout feeling 
a lot better about themselves after 
playing [the University of) North-
ern Iowa." 

The Owls lost all four of their 
matches, but all four were against 
the respected programs of George 
Mason University, Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology, Villanova Uni-
versity and 14th-ranked Northern 
Iowa. 

To prove that they came back 
from Virginia with more than just 
four losses, the Owls notched their 
first win of the season just three 
days later against Sam Houston 
State Univers i ty . Sophomore 
Lindsey Carter and freshman 
Kristina Hoban put down 13 kills 
each, and sophomore Rebeca Pazo 
and freshman Erica Scott racked 
up 15 kills each to win the bulk of 
the Owls' points. Junior Rebekah 
Neal reached the double-double 
mark for the third time this season 
with 42 assists and 11 digs for the 
match. 

Pazo's return was key, as the 
Owls' s trongest outside hitter 
missed most of the Patriot Invita-
tional. After injuring her quad and 
spraining her ankle in preseason 
practice, the preseason all-Western 
Athletic Conference se lec t ion 

resprained her ankle in the first 
game of the first day of the tourna-
ment. 

"We played without Pazo pretty 
much the whole time," Morales said. 
"She would've really made a differ-
ence, especially in the Villanova 
game." 

Pazo's injury, along with uncer-
tainty at the setter and libero posi-
tions, meant that the squad was not 
mentally prepared to open the sea-
son. 

"It was a disappointing perfor-
mance overall," co-captain Mariel 
Davenport Pollock said. "We didn't 
really look like a team on Friday. 
Our lineup wasn't solidified, and we 
played a lot of teams we had never 
played before, so we didn't know 
their style of play." 

' We 're relying heavily 

on the freshmen ...So 

far they've done a pretty 

good job of living up to 

[high expectations]. 
— Mariel Davenport Pollock 

Senior co-captain 

Through a hard-fought, five-
g a m e o p e n i n g match against 
George Mason and a shutout loss 
to Georgia Tech, several Owls 
stood out. Carter scored her first 
double -double of the s e a s o n 
against George Mason, knocking 
down 13 kills and coming up with 
11 digs, while Hoban and senior 
El izabeth Davenport Pol lock 
knocked down 14 and 10 kills, re-
spectively. Co-captain Neal as-
sumed the setting position for the 
mr.jority of the day, and freshman 
Elizabeth Tomasovic notched the 
highest hitting percentage (.400) 

against Georgia Tech. 
"The second day started better," 

Morales said. "We started doing ev-
erything better. We were serving, 
passing and certainly blocking and 
hitting. We outblocked Villanova and 
Northern Iowa." 

Although the Owls' woes contin-
ued on the tournament's second day 
with a five-game loss to Villanova 
and a sweep by Northern Iowa, the 
Owls functioned more smoothly and 
looked more like a team. Carter and 
Hoban recorded double-doubles 
against Villanova, putt ing down 
20 and 16 kills and r eco rd ing 
22 and 11 digs, respectively. Eliza-
beth I )avenport Pollock's 13 blocks, 
Neal's 18 digs and Scott's 10 digs 
helped the Owls defense stay strong 
through all five games. Scott also led 
the team against Northern Iowa in 
both kills (12) and hitting percent-
age (.409). 

"I think we're relying heavily on 
the freshmen," said Mariel Daven-
port Pollock. "We're setting high 
expectations for them, and so far 
they've done a pretty good job of 
living up to them." 

This weekend, the 1-4 Owls look 
to take on more familiar opponents 
in a more familiar environment at 
Autry Court. As h o s t s of the 
Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational, 
the Owls look to continue their 
winning ways at 7 p.m. tonight 
against the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette. Tomorrow brings an 
early wake-up call, as the Owls face 
Texas Christian University at 
10 a.m. and long-time rival Univer-
sity of Houston at 6 p.m. 

"We're more familiar with the 
teams in this week's tournament, 
and we're feeling more comfortable 
on the court," Mariel Davenport 
Pollock said. "We'll be pumped up 
for the [UH] game. The last couple 
years we've won the first two games 
against them before losing the next 
three, but I know we're out to get 
them this year." 

SCHOOL COMPARISON 
Rice MSU 

AP National Ranking n/a 15 
Enrollment 4,400 44,227 
Mean September Temp. 80 F 61 F 
City Population 4 million 51,000 
Ail-Time Win-Loss Record 392-482-32 568-374-44 
2001 Avg. Hm. Attendance 16,923 73,715 
Media Guide Width 7mm 29mm 
Hockey team no yes 

sity of Nebraska, a team that ulti-
mately lost to the University of 
Miami in the national title game. 
In a game that made national head-
lines as the first college football 
game played after the tragedies of 
Sept. 11, the Owls were undone by 
early mistakes in a 48-3 loss. 

Early mistakes also proved piv-
otal in Saturday's loss, something 
senior safety Greg Gatlin knows 
all too well. 

"In a game like [Michigan 
State ], you have to be intense right 
from the opening kickoff," Gatlin 
said. "You can't come out flat or 
you'll be down 7-0 or 14-0." 

Tomorrow cannot come too 
soon for the Rice players, who have 
had a week to think about their 
surprising opener. 

"I just want to get the [UH] 
game behind us and move on," 
Gatlin said. "It opened up the se-
niors' eyes that we have to provide 
more leadership to make this sea-
son a successful one." 

One senior leader is punter 
Travis Hale. Hale entered his se-
nior season averaging 40.7 yards 
per punt in his career, second all-
time at Rice. He averaged 45.2 yards 
over six punts last week to lead the 
Western Athletic Conference and 
rank seventh nationally. He was 

aided by the excellent coverage of 
the punt team, Hatfield said. 

Hale also served as the holder 
for the successful field goal and 
extra point attempts by true fresh-
man Brennan Landry, one of sev-
eral newcomers to the special 
teams. 

"I think they did very well," Hale 
said. "[Senior] Ryan Pontbriand is 
the best deep snapper in the nation 
and as long as I do my job, we'll be 
fine. [Landry] is very quick to the 
ball and that makes it hard on me, 
but he did a fine job kicking, and 
he'll be a good kicker." 

After facing the Spartans, the 
Owls will have a week off before 
traveling to Reno, Nev., to open 
WAC play against the University of 
Nevada. Rice does not play at Rice 
Stadium again until Sept. 28. The 
Owls will use the Michigan State 
game to fix the problems identified 
in Saturday's loss in preparation 
for a WAC title challenge. 

"Several of the mistakes we 
made on defense were by new guys 
playing for the very first time," 
Hatfield said. "They'll learn from 
their mistakes. There 's some good 
talent, but you just don't gain ex-
perience without paying a price. 
We have to figure out what the 
personality of this team will be." 

RICE 
department of art & art history 

new courses - fall 2002 

Aft fS 206 - Photo^apby II 
Professor Fraser Stables 

ARTS 449 - Prmtmaking Studio 
Professor Karin Broker 

HART 205 - Architecture and the City I (Anbquty 
through 17th Century) 
Professors Lirida Neagle'y & Fares e l-Dahdah 

HART 366 - Studies in American Art from the 1920s to 
the 1960s 
Professor M&rcia Brennan 

HART 370 - Aits of C f o a 
Professor Hajime Nek at an i 

HART 375 - Latin American Ait: Independence to the 
Present 
Professor Nancy Deffebach 

HART380 - Introduction to American Rim and Culture: 
Postwar American Me<fia & Cult w e 
Professork'itsten Ostherr 

HART 381 - Graphing, Counting, Flmmg: 
Representation m Science & Anthropology 
Professor Hannah Lsndecker 

xm? i~i~iV.-Lses A** ;>•£• 
HART 204 - Ait as Cmizat ion 
HART 347 - The Eighteenth Cent ivy in Europe 

For more information on course offerings or degree 
requirements, come by the Department of Art & Art History, 

429 Sewall Hall or call (713)348-4815. 

Sports beats the backpage. Trust us. 

Or just ask Scott Selinger, 
tiiresluT-sportsfn r iuxdu 
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Gatlin: 'We thought we were ready' 
FOOTBALL, from Page 11 
a day that they didn't need any help." 

Houston quarterback Barrick 
Nealy had an impressive collegiate 
debut, passing for 161 yards and 
rushing for 114 more. He helped his 
team snap a 15-game losing streak 
dating back to the 2000 season. 

'You have to be able to 
pick your head up and 
go out and play ball.' 

— Greg Gatlin 
Senior safety 

"As much as anything, Nealy's 
ability to run and throw was the dif-
ference in their team," Hatfield said. 
"Several times early in the game we 
had two people who hit him, and he 
still made good yardage on the play. 
This night they just made bigger 
plays than we did. They controlled 

fig 

the line of scrimmage early, espe-
cially offensively, and they physi-
cally wore us down." 

The Owls did recover three 
fumbles, one of which led to their 
only touchdown of the night. Defen-
sively, senior defensive end Bran-
don Green led the way with 10 solo 
tackles, including two tackles for 
losses, and also forced two fumbles. 
With 34 career tackles for losses, 
Green has passed Dan Dawson 
(Brown *02) for fourth place in school 
history. 

For the most part, the Owls 
struggled defensively, surrender-
ing 305 rushing yards, more than 
in any game last season. The de-
fense will be tested again tomor-
row by 15th-ranked Michigan State 
University. 

"We thought we were ready to 
play, but they made a couple more 
plays than we did," senior safety Greg 
Gatlin said. "We will correct those 
mental mistakes and be ready to 
play next week. You have to be able 
to pick your head up and go out and 
play ball." 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
aug. 30-sept. 

FOOTBALL 

UH 24 RICE 10 

UH 
Rice 

24 
10 

UH — Reynolds 4 run 
UH — Middleton 42 pass from Nealy (D. Bell Kick) 
RU — Landry 39 field goal 
UH — D. Bell 41 field goal 
UH — Nealy 23 run 
RU — Beck 9 run (Landry kick) 

Final Stats UH Rice 
First Downs 23 18 
Rushing Yards (net) 305 188 
Passing Yards (net) 161 84 
Total Yards 466 272 
Return yards 36 49 
Punts - Avg. 4-34.5 6-45.2 
Time of Possession 38:43 21:17 

mm 
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6 RAND PRIZE urns 

HOUSTON 2-1 RICE 
Nikki Hawkins 46' 
Sarah Hemmer 59' 

Sarah Yoder 31' 

J 

UH (1-0): Erin Ferguson: Nikki Hawkins, Alison 
Sinclair, Julie Cole. Ashley Fortenberry, Sarah Hem-
mer, Sherika Hardaway, AnneGasser, Emily Allwardt, 
Beth Outlaw, Kelly Golden, Substitutes: Meghan 
Moreo, Nicole Aubuchon, Leslie Guevara, Kristen 
Bay. 

Rice (0-2): Amanda Garrison: Jennifer Teeter, Jackie 
Rellas, Janelle Crowley, Caitlin Currie, Kristen 
Gambetta, Betsy Huete, Kelly Potysman, Ashley 
Hesseltine, Sarah Yoder, Becky MacAllister. Substi-
tutes: Lindsay Botsford, Aimee Teteris, Paula 
Steinhauser, Kristen Lindsay, Raffi Belizaire, Marisa 
Galvan. 

Assists: UH: none; Rice: Lindsay. 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

CHRIST 
THE 

KING U U 
l VT HER AN B i l l 

CHVRCH 
2 3 5 3 RICE BOULEVARD 

H O U S T O N , TEXAS 7 7 0 0 5 - 2 6 9 6 
713 5 2 3 2 8 6 4 . FAX 713 5 2 3 - 6 5 7 8 
Clfc@neo50tt coin • v/ww.n«Jo5off.corfl/--c<k 

C o m m u n i o n 

Services 

every 

Saturday at 6:00p.m. 

and 

Sunday at 8:30 a.m. 

and 10:50 a.m. 

On the corner of Rice and Greenbriar (across from Rice Stadium) 

Free Weekly Student Luncheons after Sunday 10:50 a.m. worship 
Weekly On-Campus Cookie Breaks 

Weekly Night Fellowship/ Study Group 
Community Service Projects 

r. 

Contact: Pastor Beth Warpmaeker, Campus Minister 
Phone: 713-523-2864 * Email: bethwarpmaeker@ctkelc.org 

Cautions: Sinclair (UH) 63'; Teteris (RU) 90'. Final Stats Rica VU 
Ejections: none. Kills 67 74 

Errors 22 30 
UH Rice Attempts 184 219 

Shots 10 9 Attack Percentage .245 .201 
Shots on Goal 8 3 Assists 70 66 
Saves 2 6 Service Aces 7 9 
Corner Kicks 7 3 Digs 97 87 
Fouls 14 20 Blocks 13.0 6.0 
Offsides 3 1 

Attendance — 711 

TEXAS A&M 4-1 RICE 
Carrie Berend 1' Janelle Crowley 55' 
Amanda Burke pen 34' 
Christina Echavarry 52" 
Llnsey Woodard 83' 

A&M (l-O): Katie Jo Spisak; Martha Moore, Shannon 
Labhart, Andrea Starns, Kristen Strutz, Carrie Berend, 
Emma Smith. Juli Goin, Heather Williams, Linsey 
Woodard, Amanda Burke. Substitutes: Emily DeWoody, 
Laura Probst, Jennifer Kacsmaryk, Holly Davis. Chris-
tina Echavarry, Becky Olson, Kate Ripple. 

Rice (0-1): Amanda Garrison; Jennifer Teeter, Jackie 
Rellas, Caitlin Currie, Kristen Gambetta, Betsy Huete, 
Kelly Potysman, Sarah Yoder, Erin Droeger, Becky 
MacAllister, Marisa Galvan. Substitutes: Lindsay 
Botsford, Janelle Crowley, Aimee Teteris, Paula 
Steinhauser, Kristen Lindsay, Ashley Hesseltine. 

Assists: A&M: Smith, Starns: Rice: Rellas. 
Cautions: Garrison (RU) 34'; Droeger (RU) 48'. 
Ejections: Droeger (RU) 68'. 

Individual Stata 
Kill* 
Rice — Carter 20, Hoban 16 
VU — Mathews 23, Kabashima 18, Abbott 11 
Ari i l t* 
Rice — Neal 45, M Davenport Pollock 17 
VU — Edwards 36, Badran-Grycan 22 
Die* 
Rice — Carter 22, Neal 18, Hoban 11, Scott 10 
VU — Kabashima 24, Edwards 16, Mathews 12 

Attendance — 81 

GEORGIA TECH 3 RICE 0 

30 30 30 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
UH — Reynolds 28-155, Nealy 14-99, A. Evans 17-
55 
Rice— Beck 11-67, White 5-49, Hawkins 7-32, Herm 
11-30, Henderson 2-9, Hatfield 1-1 
Passing 
UH — Nealy 11-15-1-161 
Rice — Henderson 3-15-039, Herm 5-12-0-45 
Receiving 
UH — K. Bell 3-29, Clark 2-20, A. Evans 2-5, Tyson 
1-48, Middleton 1-42, Pritchett 1-14. Reynolds 1-3 
Rice — Battle 2-26, Hatfield 2-13, Boothe 1-21, 
Thompson 1-12, Bailey 1-11, White 1-1 

Attendance — 30,747 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 1,657 

VOLLEYBALL 

A&M Rice 
28 3 

23 21 16 

GT Rice 
55 27 
14 18 
97 96 
.423 .094 
55 27 
7 2 
43 26 
6.0 1.0 

17 
1 
9 
10 
3 

2 
13 
4 
11 
1 

RICE 3 SAM HOUSTON STATE 2 

Rice 25 30 28 30 15 
SHS 30 24 30 16 9 

Final Stats Rice SHS 
Kills 70 60 
Errors 34 48 
Attempts 213 235 
Attack Percentage .169 .051 
Assists 65 54 
Service Aces 2 11 
Digs 91 99 
Blocks 17.0 12.0 

Georgia Tech 
Rice 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
GT — Moster 12, Sauer 10 
Rice — Tomasovic 7 
Assists 
GT — Eveland 41 
Rice — Neal 18 
Digs 
GT — Moster 14 
Rice — Neal 5 

Attendance — 97 

RICE 2 GEORGE MASON 3 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Scott 15. Pazo 15 
SHS — Sartain 23, Dahlstrom 12. Engle 12 
Assists 
Rice — Neal 42, Davenport 22 
SHS — Butler 53, Palmer 14 
Digs 
Rice — Scott 16, Hoban 13 
SHS — Sartain 20, Dahlstrom 19 

Attendance — 153 

RICE 0 NORTHERN IOWA 3 

Rice 24 27 30 32 12 
GMU 30 30 20 30 15 

Final Stats Rice GMU 
Kills 60 74 
Errors 23 31 
Attempts 155 175 
Attack Percentage 239 .246 
Assists 53 70 
Service Aces 6 13 
Digs 62 66 
Blocks 9.0 6.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Hoban 14, Carter 13 
GMU — Pereira 28, Racic 18, Porosa 13 
Assists 
Rice — Neal 48 
GMU — Umansky 63 
Digs 
Rice — Neal, Jia 14, Carter 11 
GMU — McBride 23. Pereira 14, Umansky 11 

Attendance — 149 

Rice 
Nor. Iowa 

24 20 20 
30 30 30 

Final Stats Rice UNI 
Kills 36 66 
Errors 15 18 
Attempts 110 121 
Attack Percentage .191 .397 
Assists 33 62 
Service Aces 1 4 
Digs 29 48 
Blocks 10.0 6.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Scott 12, Carter 10 
UNI — Kester, O'Brien 21 
Assists 
Rice — Neal 28 
UNI — Arganbright 45 
Digs 
Rice — DuPont 8, Scott 7 
UNI — Kester 11, Arganbright 9, Weber 8 

Attendance — 103 

RICE 2 VILLANOVA 3 

Rice 26 22 30 30 11 
Vlllanova 30 30 24 24 15 

CROSS COUNTRY 

RICE RELAYS (5,000 M) 

Men's Division 
1. Bo Price (Baylor) 15:39 
2. Kyle King (Baylor) 15:43 
3. Rob Morrow (unattached) 15:47 
4. Nick Davenport (Baylor) 15:53 
5. Mike Olague (unattached) 15:58 
6. Adam Davis (Rice) 16 :00 
7. Marcel Hewamudalige (Rice) 16 :04 
11. Jeremy Labuff (Rice) 16 :17 
14. David Axel (Rice) 16 :25 
15 . Seth Neumuller (Rice) 16 :27 
17. Tim Oberg (Rice) 16 :29 
25. Mat t Davis (Rice) 17 :22 
31. Mat t Hamilton (Rice) 18 :14 

Women's Division 
1. Debbie Thornhill (Baylor) 18:00 
2. Jodie Hawkins (unattached) 18:37 
3. Jessie Oakes (Houston) 18:48 
4. Summer Bell (unattached) 18:49 
5. Leah Marhach (Baylor) 18:50 
12. Katie Walte (Rice) 19 :29 
19. Amanda Felder (Rice) 1 9 : 5 6 

Student-
Alumni Mentoring 

Alumni can be one of your best resources 
for information on industries, careers, and 
life after Rice in general; don't let their 
experience go to waste! 

For more information and to sign up for the 

Student-Alumni Mentoring Program go to 

http://alumni.rice.edu/html/mentoring.html 

/ Sign up by Sept. 15 s ^ 
I and you will receive 
I information on your i 
\ Alumni Mentor in y 

^ early October / 

> • 
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Add classes for free 
Since more classes = more fun, 
be sure to get your form to the 
Registrar's Office by 5 p.m. 
After today, you'll have to pay, 
so don't say the Thresher didn't 
warn you. 

Resumania! 
The Career Services Center 
sponsors resume critiquing 
sessions today and Tuesday. 
Bring your resume to the 
Grand Hall in the Rice 
Memorial Center from 3 to 
5 p.m. to receive a professional 
critique. For more information 
visit http://careers.rice.edu. 

GSA brings food to campus 

The Graduate Student 
Association sponsors its annual 
fall picnic from 5 to 9 p.m. on 
the lawn outside Valhalla. 

Women's volleyball 
The volleyball team hosts the 
Crowne Plaza Rice Invitational 
all day today and tomorrow at 
Autry Court. Watch our girls 
spike the University of 
Ixmisiana-Lafayette at 7 p.m. 

Women's soccer 

Come to the Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium at 7 p.m. to watch 
these women kick Baylor 
University butt. 

PLAY 
Rice Players presents PI.AY: 24 
hours for teams of writers, 
directors and actors to produce 

a 10-minute play. If you want to 
act, direct or write, come to 
Hamman Hall at 8 p.m. For 
more information on 
participating in PLAY, send an 
e-mail to Amy Boratko at 
boratko@rice.edu or Shannon 
Hughes at smhughes@rice.edu. 

SATURDAY 

Volleyball double-header 
The ladies serve it up to Texas 
Christian University at 10 a.m. 
and the University of Houston 
at 6 p.m. Both matches are at 
Autry Court. 

Men's club soccer 

The Lads kick Texas A&M-
Commerce butt at 1 p.m. on the 
IM fields. 

PLAY 
If you want to see an evening of 
brand new plays written and 
produced by fellow Rice 
students, come to Hamman 
Hall at 8 p.m. It's free! 

SUNDAY 

Men's club soccer 
The Lads face the University of 
Texas at 1 p.m. on the IM 
fields. 

On campus day! 

Houston-area students and 
their parents will be touring 
Rice today from 2 to 6 p.m. 
Meet in Stude Hall to help 
show them around the campus. 

Women's club soccer 

The girls take on Baylor 
University on the IM field at 
3 p.m. 

Rico Outdoors Club 
meets Inside 

Anyone interested in outdoors 
activities such as hiking, rock 
climbing, kayaking, etc. should 
come to this meeting from 8 to 
9 p.m. in the Kelley Ixmnge in 
the Student Center. 

MONDAY 

Spontaneous auditions 
Spontaneous Combustion 
auditions are tonight and 
tomorrow night at 10 p.m. in 
the Lovett Commons. Send an 
e-mail to Alex Fay at 
afay@rice.edu for more 
information. 

TUESDAY 

Resumania 

Tonight is your last chance to 
get your resume critiqued. Stop 
by the Career Services Center 
from 7 to 9 p.m. for a 
professional critique. 

WEDNESDAY 

Campanile bell toll 

The Campanile bell tolls for the 
duration of last year's attacks 
on the World Trade Center, 
beginning at 7:45 a.m. and 
continuing until 9:28 a.m., when 
the second of the World Trade 
Center buildings collapsed. 

Rolling Requiem 

The Rice Chorale will sing 
Mozart's Requiem in C Minor 

at 8 a.m. in the lobby outside 
Stude Hall in Alice Pratt Brown 
Hall. The memorial takes place 
in every time zone at 
approximately the time the first 
plane crashed into the World 
Trade Center. Hie Rice Chorale 
is the only choir participating in 
Houston. 

Sept. 1 1 memorial service 

President Malcolm Gillis, 
Graduate Student Association 
President Miles Scotcher, 
Student Association President 
Matt Haynie and Sociology 
Professor Chandler Davidson 
speak at 8 p.m. in the Grand 
Hall in the RMC. 

Women's volleyball 

The girls take on Southwest 
Texas State University at Autry 
Court at 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY 

Women's soccer 
At 7 p.m., the team takes on 
Texas Christian University at 
the Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium. 

FRIDAY 

13-
Men's tennis 

The men host the Continental 
Cup at Kingwood Country Club 
all day today through Sunday. 

Career fair 
The Houston Area Career Fair 
is from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
Autry Court and Fox Gym. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space-available basis. 

Want a funnier 
calendar? 

The C-section welcomes two brand-new 
editors starting in next week's issue. So next 

time you want to advertise an event, 

talk to Ajay Kalia or Erica Acheson. 
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GET 50% OFF PLANE TICKETS. 
MAKE A FRIEND PAY HALF. 

The Wells Fargo 
Student Combo" Package: 

Free Student Checking 

Free Wells Fargo* ATM & Check Card 

Free Online Account Access 

Free Student Visa* card 

By the way, your friend gets to go too. Get a free airline 

companion ticket* with the purchase of a full fare ticket when 

you sign up for the Wells Fargo Student Combo Package. 
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' Purchase an airline ticket and rf«elve a verond sanu> ft.qnt ticket at rto chaige SuJtfect to <*strfctk>m. See banke. Uu details Offer good while sujy j l te _ 

• Credit card issued by Welk fatqo 8?«l> Nevada N A and i«, subject toaedl t cjualtficajioR. A w k m I fee h waived rt the crwfRr^H.eprtfrftcUHi to ff lrgo ( n e ? i l o r averdiaft profection 
Ksuanre o« the ATM & Check Card is subject to qualification. , / . V * i * ' 

2002 Wells fargo Banks. All right«reserved Members FDIC / * * f - n 
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Freshmen: This Backpage is dedicated to you... you better enjoy it! 
Freshmen: 

We here at the Thresher have realized that you probably didn't get any of the inside jokes that 
were made in the past two weeks. So, we're giving you a handy list (see right) of important 
people that we will probably make fun of again this year. Memorize their names and bios so you 
can be part of the "in" crowd. (And you thought you had a bad meet-sheet picture? Just look at 
Haynie's!) 

Back when people other than Jeff Bishop did the Backpage, we used to have this thing called 
misclass. Basically, you write us when people say something funny. We're going to bring it 
back, and for that we need you. If you hear anything funny, e-mail backpage@rice.edu. 

Finally, to the bottom left is deceptive advertising. You should know all about that, right? We 
saw your meet-sheet pictures — and then we saw you in real life, and you've already got that 
art of deception mastered. (Think we didn't noticed your acne photoshopped out? Yeah, we did) 

Some of our meet sheet hobby favorites: 
Matthew Stoner - water sports 
Keshet Ronen - baking scones 
Amber Cunningham - researching Squanto 
Andrew Ebersbach - toll roads, drinking 
Alexander Spotts - movies, eating, girls 
(Ed. Note -ha ha ha ... eating ... girls.) 

Paul Carley - Spelunking 
Bryan Steinfeld - breaking my arm 
Matthew Anderson - hygeine 
Sara Lide - Japanese fighting fish 
Jake McCrackin - crimjobah 
(Ed. Note - what the fuck?) 

'Freshmen Mixer' = 'Recruit for the Lord' 
W h e n Sid Richardson f r e s h m a n Decio Comin went to an adver-

tised ' F r e s h m e n Mixer ' sponsored by CRU after O-Week, he was just 
expect ing to mee t o the r f r e s h m e n and enjoy some music and food. 
But, to h is hor ror , h e found out that th is event had nothing to do with 
mee t ing f r e shmen , but ra ther was a recrui t ing session for the 
Campus Crusade for Chris t (acronym'd CRU cause CCC h a s nega-
tive connotat ions) . 

We ' r e su re it was an hones t mis take on CRU's part, but in the 
fu tu re we propose the following format to ge t your m e s s a g e across: 

F r e s h m e n M i x e r 

T m l | H 
Mt' l iM PM 

Ray Cour tya rd 9 KMC 

food\frw stuff\m«King\mmglmg 
fponwvdby CRU 

Current Fiver 

this is 
all 

about 

freshmen mixer 

Proposed Flyer 

Write to us. 
: *? 

Since April 1, we have re-
ceived one real e-mail at 
backpage@rice.edu, misclass 
by Karla Sussmann at Wiess. 

fH V K 1 
Her misclass: 
"We could get a ball pit." 
"No, ball pits are a bad idea, 
you always get snakes in 
them." 
— Anonymous Wiess 
president & capital improve-
ment rep 

Now, in t h e pas t we have 
r e q u i r e d t h a t m i s c l a s s b e 
funny before w e print it. But 
s ince nobody e l se h a s submit-
ted anything, we will b e print-
ing all e-mails f rom Karla until 
s o m e o n e else s e n d s us some . 

backpage@rice. edu 

Matt Haynie - Will Rice Senior 
Although he used to be downright scary, Matt 

Haynie is now a dashing playboy who will delight 
you with his innocent smile and boyish good 
looks. As the current Student Association Presi-
dent, Matt also answers to the name 'Lackey' 
when talking to Malcolm Gillis or Rachel Rustin. 

Rachel Rustin - Wiess Junior 
T h o u g h she used to look innocent in he r spr ing 

d res s , Rachel h a s t u r n e d into a b lood th i r s ty 
Thresher edi tor who likes to m a k e adminis t ra tors 
cry. You should ge t on h e r good side now. She h a s 
already talked to your r o o m m a t e about your impo-
tency and is draf t ing a s tory for next week . 

Alex Fay - Lovett Senior 
Alex used to be really small and cute (in a 12-

year-old-trying-to-grow-his-first-peach-fuzz-mus-
tache sort of way). Now in h is senior year, he h a s 
craf ted a large pe rsona at Lovett while r emain ing 
the s ame 'short ' size (if you know what I mean) . 
Pinch his c h e e k s for luck. 

Michelle Precourt - Wiess Senior 
T h o u g h formerly of Sid Rich, Michel le ha s 

recently t rans fe r red to Wiess af ter Sid disowned 
he r for leading a dull Wel lness Presenta t ion at O-
Week. You can r e m e m b e r h e r by the ph ra se 
'Come back to the ranch ' and by he r long ram-
bling monologues . Here she is holding a dog. 

Steve Wilbur • Jones Fifth Year 
Steve Wi lbu r -he used to be the J o n e s Presi-

dent , but we ' re told that now all he d o e s is sit 
a round and drink. He has replaced the gavel of 
the law for the bee r can of the elderly. C o m e talk 
to Grandpa Steve for s tor ies of what Rice used to 
be like back in the day. 

Rob Gaddi - Will Rice Senior 
Gaddi ha s a reputat ion ac ross c a m p u s for 

be ing rejected the most t imes (barely defea t ing 
Aaron H a m m e r of Sid). So, f r e s h m e n girls, re-
m e m b e r this face and avoid it. He might s tand 
outs ide your window with a c a m e r a saying he ' s 
shoot ing for the Thresher, but he ' s not. 0 

Page 14 lower left predicted to win the Meet-Sheet Madness Classifieds 
HOUSING 

HOUSE FOR LEASE for fall semester. 
In West U. 3-1.5. Available immedi-
ately, needs some paint. $1,100 per 
month, all bills paid. Negotiable. Call 
Michael at (713) 521-1755. 

GRAD STUDENTS! Great floor-plan 
for roommates. Large, renovated two-
bedroom. two-bathroom. Dishwasher, 
covered parking, on-site laundry. 
Owner pays utilities. $1,125 with lease 
and deposit. Owner-managed. No dogs, 
please. Call Andoverat (713) 524-3344. 

GRAD STUDENTS! Two-bedroom, 
one-bath apartment with oak floors, 
central air, on-site laundry and off-
street, gated parking at 1301 Rich-
mond. $695 plus electric with lease 
and deposit. Owner-managed. Call 
Andover at (713) 524-3344. No dogs, 
please. 

GRAD STUDENTS! Small one-bed-
room, one-bath at 1737 Sunset. Cov-
ered parking, on-site laundry. Owner 
pays utilities. $650 with lease and de-
posit. Owner -managed . No dogs , 
please. Call Andover at (713) 524-3344. 

•d you 
b.com 

GRAD STUDENTS! One-bedroom 
apartment with wood floors in small, 
well-kept, owner-managed building at 
4001 Greeley. $500 plus some utilities 
with lease and deposit. No dogs, please. 
Available after first week of Septem-
ber. Call Andover at (713) 524-3344. 

3-BED CONDO FOR RENT at 2010 
McClendon, 5 minute walk from Rice. 
Hardwoods, garage, W/L), 1 pet okay. 
$1,500 per month. Call (214) 293-2589. 

HELP WANTED 

CHILDCARE NEEDED for one child. 
Pick up from school until 6:00 p.m. Non-
smoker, reliable transportation and ref-
erences a must. Call (281) 467-2726. 

PART-TIM E NAN NY/baby sitter wanted. 
Busy, professional single mom looking 
for creative, fun, dependable person to 
watch my 7-year-old daughter. Possibly 
after-school care and/or periodic week-
day/weekend evenings. If interested, 
please call Casey at (713) 260-1404 or 
(713) 839-9709. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING-, a 
private tutorial service, needs part-time 
tutors in the following subjects: math-
ematics, biology, chemistry, physics, 
French, Spanish, English and finance. 
Flexible hours. Excellent pay. No 
house calls. Office located close to 
campus. Call (713) 528-7085. 

PORTABLE ROCK WALL. Business 
seeking part-time help (10 - 20 hours 
a week) working Houston events. 
Hours needed are 2 - 5 p.m. (Monday 
- Friday) and /o r weekends. Competi-
tive salary. Truck ownership and tow-
ing experience helpful, but not re-
quired. Call us at (281) 948-6298. 

NEED STUDENTS to assist elderly 
Rice alums with nursing care and 
chores. Should be caring and physi-
cally capable. Flexible schedule, 3 
blocks from campus, $12-15 per hour. 
Call Charles at (713) 665-0004. 

GET PAID TO SLEEP! Student needed 
to provide childcare 6 p.m. - 7:30 a.m. 
1-2 nights per week, 10 a.m.-11:30 p.m. 
one weekend per month for 10-, 12-
year-olds in Bellaire. Transportation, 
references required. Salary, schedule 
negotiable. Call (713) 665-0227. 

AFTER-SCHO( )L CARE needed for two 
boysages lOand 13. Monday-Friday 3:30-
6. One mile from Rice; car available. Ref-
erences and good driving record re-
quired. To apply call (713) 6664222 or 
send e-mail to dmarshak@houston. rr. com. 

SATTEACHERS NEEDED! Must have 
high SAT scores, reliable transporta-
tion and a desire to help others suc-
ceed. Teaching experience a plus, but 
not necessary! 10-20 hours per week. 
Call Kaplan at (713) 520-7223 ext. 2237. 

BARTENDING. $250 a day potential. 1 ) 
Training provided. Call (800) 293-3985 
ext. 155. 

PLAYMATE/SITTER needed for21/2-
year-old in my home. Between 6 and 12 
hours per week, Wednesday through 
Friday. Flexible schedule. Must have , ^ I 
own car and provide personal references. I 
Call Heidi at (832) 567-4903. 

A T T E N T I O N S P O R T S - M I N D E I ) 
STUDENTS. Looking for 10-15 enthu-
siastic individuals. Perfect for students, 
around $17.50 per hour. Call Steve at 
Top Gun Promotions: (281) 920-5299. „ \ I 

ATTENTION GOLFERS. Looking for 
knowledgeable golfers who care about 
service. Private club looking for cad-
dies. P T / F T $275-500 per week. Golf 
knowledge a must. Call (281) 340-7223. 

OCCASIONAL SITTER needed for 8- « ) | 
year-old boy, close to Rice. Preferred: 
student who likes activities such as 
baseball, chess . Play Station, etc. 
Movie channels available. $8/hour . 
Must have references. Call ext. 6105. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

$3,500 FEE PAID TO EGG DONORS. 
"Have a heart — give an egg." (jive the 
gift of life to help infertile couples. 
Reply to info@eggdonorcenter.com or 
(214) 503-6553. 

') 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or credit 
card, must accompany your ad 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
P.O. Box 1892, MS-524 
2nd Floor, Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

Notes & Notices are published 
according to space availability. 
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