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Haynie elected president, S A voter turnout low 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER STAFF 

Matt Haynie, a Will Rice College junior, 
won the Student Association presidency in a 
race that ended at noon Wednesday. Voter 
turnout was the lowest in five years, with 665 
ballots cast in this year's presidential race 
compared to last year's 1,005. Haynie received 
50.4 percent of the vote, while his opponent, 
Sid Richardson College sophomore Andy 
Weber, received 44.4 percent. 

SA Presidents Jamie Lisagor, a Hanszen 
College senior, and Gavin Parks, a Martel 
College senior, attributed the low turnout to 
problems with online voting and the lack of a 
divisive issue in this year's race. 

"There were no major disagreements be-

tween the two candidates," Parks said. "They 
both envisioned their roles as SA president in 
much the same light." 

SA Director of Technology Josh Ginsberg, 
a senior at Wiess College, said that while 
technical problems kept some students from 
voting during the first days of the election, the 
problems were solved by Sunday evening. 
Ginsberg said the problems affected around 
120 students who were abroad last semester 
or who were not listed as "active" students for 
some other reason. 

"I was late getting the list of enrolled stu-
dents from the Office of Enrollment, so the 
database of 'active' students for the first day 
and a half of the election was out of date," 
Ginsberg said. 

In response to student feedback that open-

ing a window to vote in each separate race was 
time-consuming, Ginsberg plans to add an 
option for single-window voting in the next 
election. 

Haynie said his major priorities include LPAP 
reform, creating an Orientation Week forum 
and securing access to the Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of Management for under-
graduates. He also hopes to increase cohesion 
among SA senate members and involve a wider 
group of students in SA committees. 

"I want to make sure all students know I'm 
approachable," Haynie said. "I encourage stu-
dents to e-mail me now and let me know what 
their top priorities are, because ultimately the 
priorities of the student body are what should 
direct the action of the SA senate." 

Weber said he is disappointed to lose the 

election, but he believes the true views of the 
student body were expressed. 

"I feel that the SA is in great hands with 
Matt as president," Weber said. "He's a great 
guy with great ideas who's driven and dedi-
cated to serving this university as best he can. 
He has an enthusiastic executive council com-
ing in that will support him." 

The general elections included races for 
SA executive offices and positions in Rice 
Program Council, Rice Student Volunteer Pro-
gram, the Thresher, Campanile, KTRU, Rice 
Broadcast Television, Honor Council and 
University Court. 

A referendum to add $ 1 to the Honor Coun-
cil blanket tax passed with 68 percent ap-
proval. The referendum needed to be voted on 
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Just a little off the top 
CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Jones College sophomore Alex Klpp gets a haircut In the Student Center Monday during Rice Program 
Council's Barber Day. 

Scotcher uncontested 
in GSA president race 

by Ben Home 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Graduate Student Associa-
tion elected five officers to its execu-
tive committee Tuesday. 

The new officers include Presi-
dent Miles Scotcher, elected to his 
second term; Leighann Sullivan as 
internal vice president; Michelle 
Calabretta as external vice president; 
Irene McMullin as secretary; and 
Eric Darling as treasurer. 

The elected officers are familiar 
with the GSA, which will enable them 
to better deal with issues remaining 
from this past year, Scotcher said. 

"There's going to be a few things 
that come up this year, I can see," 
Scotcher said. "The IT [technology] 
fee is not dead and buried. That will 
rear its ugly head again." 

Scotcher, an Oxford native study-

ing biochemistry and cell biology, 
ran unopposed and did not deliver a 
campaign speech. He said his in-
cumbency is positive for the GSA 
because his knowledge of the sys-
tem will increase the efficiency of 
the officer transition. Learning the 
intricacies of the presidency and 
getting to know people took him 
several months this year, he said. 

Relations between the GSA and 
the undergraduate Student Associa-
tion went well this year, and commu-
nication should be easier now with a 
single SA president than it was with 
co-pres idents this past year, 
Scotcher said. 

In the election for secretary, phi-
losophy graduate student McMullin 
defeated Liz McCormack, a bio-
chemis t ry g radua te s tudent . 
McMullin stressed the diversity and 

See GSA, Page 7 

Old Wiess to be demolished 
Living spaces, commons may be torn down during summer 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Wiess College, both its residential areas 
and the commons, are now scheduled to be 
torn down as soon as this summer, pending 
Board of Trustees approval. 

The next Board of Trustees meeting is 
March 12-14. 

Director of Project Management Barbara 
White said that after evaluating options from a 
cost prospective, Project Management decided 
to recommend tearing the entire structure 
down. 

"We evaluated a number of possible uses 
for the commons," White said. "But unfortu-
nately, the condition of the commons, the way 
the systems are set up between the two build-
ings, including the integration of the struc-
tures, ... made it impractical to just use the 

commons and tear down the residence." 
White said no schedule for the project has 

been set, and that in order to determine when 
the building will be torn down Project Manage-
ment must assess the impact of the demolition, 
a process which will take three to four weeks. 

"We want to make sure we are not 
overlying additional construction on top of the 
Wiess/Hanszen project, and there are some 
projects that will draw equal or higher priori-
ties," White said. 

White said if the demolition does not hap-
pen over the summer, it will probably be de-
layed until winter break. 

Student Association President Gavin Parks 
said he is pleased with the decision. 

"It is nice to see that Rice is deciding to level 
it and not just keep it there," Parks, a Martel 
College senior, said. "It shows an investment in 

See WIESS, Page 6 

Shuttles to run during primaries 

INSIDE 
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CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Rice's offense exploded for 32 runs in three games last weekend as the Owls swept the 
Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational. Rice, 7-1 on the season and ranked ninth nationally, hosts 
the Coca-Cola Classic this weekend, opening against the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette today at 4:30 p.m. See Story, Page 14. 

by Elizabeth Decker 
THRESHER STAFF 

A shuttle will take students to an off-
campus polling precinct to vote in the primary 
elections March 12. 

The Rice precinct, located in the Student 
Center, will be open for the November elections. 

For the primaries, the Rice Transporta-
tion Department will extend the regular 
hours of the greater loop shuttle to 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m., the hours polls are open. The shuttle 
will run every 20 to 30 minutes and will drop 
students off at the Greenbriar building, half 
a block from the precinct, Christ the King 
Lutheran Church at 2353 Rice Blvd. 

Director of University Relations Greg 

Marshall said different accommodations would 
have to be arranged for students living in the 
Graduate Apartments since they vote in a 
different precinct. 

Primary Director for the Harris County 
Democratic Party Alex Morua, whose party is 
running the primaries, said the Rice precinct 
did not have enough voters to merit its own 
polling place. 

The Republican and Democratic parties al-
ternate which party runs the primary each year. 

Guidelines for primary elections given to 
the parties by Harris County state 500-750 reg-
istered voters are needed to create a precinct. 

Marshall said it made sense for precincts 
to be combined. 

See PRIMARIES. Page 6 

Black history celebration 
BSA is sponsoring "Night at the Sanc-

tuary' II," a night of open mic, live jazz, 
artwork and food, tomorrow at 8:30 p.m. 
at Sammy's Cafe. Admission is $2 for Rice 
affiliates and $4 for others. Vision Week-
end prospectives and their hosts get into 
the event free. 

Quote of the Week 

"Even if |Giliis] had requested that we change 
our theme. Hanszen should have respectfully 
replied that Its people had spoken." 
— Hanszen College freshman Sally Driver, 
commenting on the changing of Hanszen's 
Beer-Bike theme. See Story, Page 5. 
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Weekend Weather 

Frid. y 
Sunny, 39-65 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 46-72 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly sunny. 53-75 degrees 
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Revitalizing 
Outreach Day 

Even though the Best Damn Day of Service Ever 
didn't quite live up to its name, we applaud the Rice 
Student Volunteer Program's efforts to improve its 
service day. 

RSVP completely re-envisioned the previously exist-
ing Outreach Day this year in an effort to attract new 
participants and increase the amount of socializing 
(See Story, Page 5). 

One of the major changes instituted, the elimination 
of sign-up sheets before the day of the event, seemed 
like it might be a good way to make the program a little 
less formal. It's a shame that this change also seems to 
have contributed to the lower attendance this time 
around. If sign-up sheets give a more concrete sense of 
obligation to show up the day of the event, RSVP 
should consider bringing them back. 

Attendance may have been significantly lower this 
year, but feedback was extremely positive from those 
who did attend the event. Perhaps word-of-mouth 
publicity will help boost attendance the next time 
around. 

It's good that RSVP is willing to do something as 
daring as totally overhauling its biggest event. Hope-
fully organizers of future Best Damn Days of Service 
Ever can build upon the lessons learned this year and 
continue tailoring the service day to the changing 
needs of Rice students. 

Demolishing Wiess, 
replanting fields 

The old Wiess College building has stood its ground 
for 53 long years. This week, Project Management 
announced plans to finally demolish the structure as 
soon as this summer (See Story, Page 1). 

While some alumni or current Wiess students might 
be sad to see the Motel 6-style building get torn down, 
we think it should be demolished sooner rather than 
later. The residential areas won't be usable for any-
thing other than substandard housing, and the com-
mons, while sound structurally, would be too expen-
sive to renovate. 

There are currently no approved plans for the land 
on which the Wiess building currently stands, mean-
ing that after the demolition the area will be empty and 
a great spot to create more green space. Considering 
how many new structures have sprung up around 
campus over the past few years, this could be a much-
needed respite from the constant creation of new build-
ings. 

Regardless of whether the space is turned into a 
playing field or just sits unused, it'll be an aesthetic 
improvement to campus. 

We are somewhat saddened that the destruction of 
the Wiess Commons will eliminate a potential location 
for the new Campus Store. This means it will be that 
much more difficult to find an on-campus location for 
the store, but we hope an on-campus location will con-
tinue to be considered. 

Old Wiess has seen more than its share of Rice 
students walk through its doors, and it has lasted longer 
than many would have believed. While current and 
former students might remember the building fondly, 
we hope that soon, IM sports participants will be able to 
enjoy newly created green space — just think of it as a 
giant Acabowl. 
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Very well then, I contradict myself 

Slogans stuck in bumper-to-bumper mudslinging 
If y o u don't agree with me, you are 
a moron. 

This is the attitude underlying 
many arguments, messages and po-
sitions that adorn our T-
shirts, cars, bookbags and 
key chains, and is not re-
ally too far off from actual 
messages that appear ev-
erywhere. 

Unfortunately, these 
deliberately inflamma-
tory slogans are 
replacing insightful 
proclamations, and are 
widely accepted as com-
mon "self-expression." 

When I was in middle 
school, shirts with slogans like 
"Here's a quarter, call someone who 
cares," and "If I got smart with you, 
how would you know?" were popu-
lar. This self-centered attitude has 
been continuing and spreading in 
America to a now-prevalent self-
righteous attitude, which is present 
almost regardless of one's stance on 
any issue. 

There is no better place to wit-
ness this than on our bumper stick-
ers. I'm not talking about "How long 
do I have to be a grad student before 
I can petition for tenure?" or "Honk 
if you're illiterate." Bumper stickers 
themselves are fine, but the prob-
lem comes when they cross the line 
from thought-provoking to simply 
provoking. 

For example, "If men could get 
pregnant, abortion would be a 
sacrament!","Turn now or burn 
later," and "The Religious Right is 
neither," all express a definite point 
of view, but to what end? The only 
results are offending the other side 

Ben 
Home 

and spitefully rallying likeminded 
people; both serve to further pre-
vent dialogue and mutual under-
standing. Instead of "I think X," the 

message is "If you don't 
think X you cannot 
possibly have seriously 
considered the issue, or 
you would have reached 
my conclusion." 

Expression of opinion 
is far from the problem. 
Bumper stickers, whether 
simple or with clever 
slogans, can be effective. 
But witness the escalation 
of hatred in the following 
scenario. 

First someone comes up with a 
simple, faith-expressing bumper 
decoration in the Christian fish. The 
response is the deliberately offen-
sive Darwin footed fish. And the 
counter-response is the even more 
egregiousTruth fish swallowing the 
Darwin fish. Whatever satisfaction 
people get out of expressing their 
beliefs like this is contrary to a world 
of loving and tolerance and likewise 
open-mindedness, at least one of 
which values is presumably 
advocated by either side. 

Those offensive stickers are sadly 
a rung above bitter pot shots like 
"Hail to the thief," "Sore Loserman 
2000," "Re-elect Gore in 2004," or 
"GW Bush: not a crackhead 
anymore." These deliberately insti-
gative and condescending slogans 
might make the displayer proud, 
but if anything other than a culture 
of belittlement is the goal, these 
bumper stickers are having very little 
success. 

And though those political stick-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Rice Program Council 
criticism unmerited 
To the editor: 

The Thresher has apparently 
become the university's foremost 
authority on event planning. At least, 
that's what the constant string of 
staff editorials damning Rice 
Program Council for every decision 
it makes this year would have me 
believe. 

I'm not implying that there 
haven't been any problems with this 
year's formals. To the contrary, 
things like erroneous directions are 
completely in our control. We apolo-
gize for the inconvenience this 
caused so many Esperanza-goers. 

However, RPC cannot be blamed 
for the unprecedented attendance 
at Esperanza this year. More people 
than ever before showed up for 
Esperanza at NASA, and most had 
an excellent time. We added extra 
shuttles because the venue was so 
far away, but there was no way to 
predict that a little less than half of 
the student body would attend this 
event that normally draws around 
800. The shuttles rented would have 
been more than enough for 800, but 
they couldn't handle 1,200. We apolo-
gize for the long wait that some 
partygoers experienced, but the 
shuttles were instructed to run as 
long as necessary, and everyone 

made it safely back to campus. In 
reality, it was the wild success of 
Esperanza and not a lack of plan-
ning that caused the Esperanza 
shuttle fiasco. 

As for Rondelet, by Feb. 5 the 
formals chairs had already booked 
a band, found a DJ and spoken with 
the shuttle service. They had spo-
ken with the ticket printers and 
glassware producers. Though they 
had made many calls, there was a 
lack of available venues for Rondelet 
(many venues of adequate size are 
reserved up to three years in ad-
vance) . On top of that, the student 
body's behavior at past formals has 
all but banned us from many of the 
nicer spots for formals. Places like 
the Natural History Museum have 
told us we're not welcome there for 
future events. When RPC President 
Angela Durbin realized the difficulty 
at hand, she stepped up and held an 
extra meeting to take care of the 
problem. By Monday of the follow-
ing week, the Radisson was 
confirmed. 

The Thresher didn't send a re-
porter to the RPC meeting on Feb. 5 
to find out what actually happened. 
Instead, they pieced together RPC 
minutes to conclude that we hadn't 
planned anything for the formal. We 
were then charged as irresponsible, 
and to ice the cake, the writers 
brought up the Esperanza shuttle 

See ESPERANZA, Page 4 

ers have some minimal redeeming 
value, what about stickers such as 
"Men aren't pigs ... pigs are gentle, 
cute creatures!" "Nuke an unborn 
gay baby whale for Jesus," "God hates 
gays," or "I love cats. Want to trade 
recipes?" These stickers serve no 
purpose except to perpetuate hate. 

Not only do bumper stickers tend 
to be purposefully assaulting, they 
can also be cowardly. Instead of en-
gaging in discussion of viewpoints, 
they foster a hostile environment 
where people can hide behind 2,000 
pounds of steel. Attitudes are even 
potentially dangerous, with slogans 
like "Go ahead and honk. I'm reload-
ing," or "I drive this way just to piss 
you off." 

Talk about road rage in the mak-
ing. Why do drivers of compact cars 
think it's a good idea to sport a sticker 
proclaiming "Stop Inbreeding! Ban 
country music!"? Do they want to be 
run off the road by a full-sized pickup? 

Depending on our initial assump-
tions, we all come to many different 
conclusions. So even if logic is ap-
plied, we must be aware that others 
are beginning their own thought 
processes from a different world 
view. 

Bumper sticker culture, where 
everyone feels obliged to express 
his viewpoint, is well ingrained, and 
it doesn't look like it's going to 
change. Sharing opinions is a good 
thing, but expressing them in a re-
spectful and effective way is some-
thing we don't have enough of. Even 
if you don't agree with me, I suppose 
it's possible you might not be a mo-
ron. 

Ben Home is a Wiess College senior. 
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Guest column 

How to swallow diversity without choking 
Our country is now in the midst 
of Black History Month , and h e r e at 
Rice the Black Student Association 
is making its p re sence known to 
s tudents . But e l sewhere 
events such as Black His-
tory Month a re not pre-
sented with this d e g r e e of 
creativi ty, subt le ty and 
educat ion. 

In many schools and 
corporate offices through-
out the country, s t uden t s 
and employees a re forced 
to celebrate Black History 
M onth without any knowl-
e d g e of its origin or any 
c o m p r e h e n s i o n of t h e 
s t ruggle of blacks that inspired it. 

In m a n y s choo l s in the Uni ted 
S ta t e s ch i ld ren a r e m a d e to sit in a 
ca fe te r i a or aud i to r ium for an h o u r 
on a par t icu lar day, l i s ten ing to 
the i r p e e r s s ing spir i tuals , play jazz 
in the band or rec i te the poe t ry of 
Maya Ange lou . 

All of this is wonder fu l for laud-
ing the accompl i shment s of the cul-
ture, but do the s tuden t s view it that 
way? No — many see it a s a way to 
m i s s c l a s s a n d f r a t e r n i z e wi th 
fr iends. For those who love academ-
ics it is merely a waste of time, and 
this applies to o ther cultural events . 
T e a c h e r s rarely cover any material 
that provides a foundat ion for appre-
ciation. 

Veronica 
Patton 

It is my content ion that if you 
were to ask a s tudent a Black His-
tory Month trivia quest ion h e or she 
would be at a loss. Th i s lack of knowl-

edge and the subsequen t 
author i ta t ive p u s h con-
tinue in o the r areas . 

For example, at com-
panies such as J.P. Mor-
gan Chase , a m o n g oth-
ers, employees a re essen-
tially shoved into cultural 
and e thnic celebrat ions. 
They have to wear kente 
c l o t h o r o t h e r ethnic-
clothing. Some are m a d e 
to d a n c e on t h e b r eak 
dance t eam or s ing with 

the gospel choir. 
Situations such a s these hardly 

accomplish any d e g r e e of racial or 
cultural acceptance. Instead, they 
breed contempt a m o n g associates . 
Whi tes may feel awkward and angry 
at this demand , while minorit ies, 
such as blacks, Hispanics or Asians, 
may feel guilty and embar r a s sed . It 
is fa thomable that different cu l tures 
want to be unders tood and accepted, 
but at what price? By p ressur ing 
people to interact in these artificial 
a t t empts at unity we are creat ing 
feel ings of r esen tment , and the end 
product infrequently yields any ben-
eficial results . 

Education is the key to creat ing 
ha rmony in the workplace or any 

social set t ing. We canno t expec t 
people to just automatically e m b r a c e 
the lifestyles and cu l tures of minor-
ity groups , whe the r they be homo-
sexuals , b lacks or Hispanics . In-
stead, an a tmosphe re of o p e n n e s s is 
critical to comprehens ion . 

At companies such as 

J. P. Morgan Chase, 

employees are 

essentially shoved into 

cultural and ethnic 

celebrations. 

Diversity seminars and special 
c lasses dur ing the school year are 
effective and usually held in com-
fortable set t ings that allow chi ldren 
and adul ts to expose their t rue feel-
ings to one another concern ing sen-
s i t ive m a t t e r s . A l t h o u g h s o m e 
people may not feel the need for 
such training, it is integral to a co-
gent and amicable society. 

Veronica Patton is a Sid Richardson 
College freshman and a member of 
the Black Student Association. 

i know who's moving the cheese 

Going beyond 'assertive stoner' arguments 
Everyone remembers that 
one guy from high school — that 
s toner who walked around at par t ies 
t rying to recrui t people to c o m e 
s m o k e in one of the bed-
rooms. In my high school, 
we called him Assert ive 
S t o n e r (AS for s h o r t ) , 
which dis t inguished him 
f rom mos t of the o thers . 

I r e m e m b e r AS going 
on long, factually ques-
tionable rants about the 
potential medicinal prop-
er t ies of mari juana, how 
George Washington g r e w 
hemp, and how alcohol is 
legal but people high on 
weed drive bet ter and get 
less violent than d runks . 

AS had lots of good reasons for 
people to smoke mari juana, and I 
would bet thai Asser t ive S toner s 
th roughout America ' s high schools 
were for many people the first source 
of a r g u m e n t s in favor of d rug legal-
ization. 

Do you believe that 

murder is immoral 

because it says so in the 

Texas Penal Code? 

But we ' re in college now, and AS 
a r g u m e n t s just a ren ' t compell ing. 
Now those in favor of mar i juana le-
galization in part icular or d r u g legal-
ization in genera l recite a litany of 
consequen t i a l i s t e c o n o m i c a rgu-
men t s about the r evenue that could 
be gene ra t ed by taxing drugs ; re-
duct ions in c r ime associated with 
legalization since cr iminals would 
no longer control the trade; fewer 
people in jail cells; m o r e money for 
t rea tment p rograms , more chi ldren 
g r o w i n g u p wi th t h e i r p a r e n t s 
a round; more t ime for police and 
p rosecu tors to handle violent cr ime; 
less racial bias in ou r legal sys tem; 
and grea te r respect for the law in 
general . 

I find the logic of these argu-
men t s pretty compell ing, but I want 
to present a different case for d r u g 
legalization: T h e idea that d r u g use 
is not a quest ion with which the 
government should interfere . 

I've found that calling for the le-
galization of all d rugs , inc luding 
heroin, cocaine, LSI), etc., is usually 
a tough sell. Republ icans say th ings 

like, "How can you let 
such an immora l act go 
unpunished?" and Demo-
crats say things like, "How 
can you let people ruin 
their lives without inter-
vening to save them?" So 
I hope this line of reason-
ing will appeal to both 
g roups . 

Cons ider your own set 
of moral values. Do you 
believe that m u r d e r is im-
moral because it says so 
in the T e x a s Penal Code? 

Do you feel guilty for s teal ing be-
c a u s e the g o v e r n m e n t s ays you 
shouldn ' t do it? Probably not. Tha t ' s 
because the source of our moral 
ideas and intuit ions is not the gov-
e rnment — it's s o m e kind of ethical 
community . 

"Ethical communi ty" is a loose, 
catch-all term for associationsof like-
minded individuals who establ ish 
sets of n o r m s (written or unwrit ten) 
among themselves . It's a simple idea 
— that everyone develops views of 
morality based on the opinions and 
pract ices of the people with whom 
they interact and who they respect . 
T h e moral views of authori ty f igures 
— parents , priests, close fr iends, 
public leaders — serve as gu idance 
for o the r s within the group. 

Religious communi t i e s are the 
eas ies t to identify but a re certainly 
not the only examples . Ethical com-
muni t ies develop whenever people 
i n t e r a c t and d e v e l o p n o r m s . A 
homosexua l ' s views on the legality 
of sodomy and same-sex mar r i ages 
a re shaped by his or he r ethical 
communi ty , as are t h e views of a 
Baptist who may find homosexual-
ity completely wrong. 

Th i s isn't determinis t ic : People 
who grow up in a part icular commu-
nity are free to c h a n g e their minds 
and they often do. But ethical com-
muni t ies are a way to m a k e sense of 
the t r e m e n d o u s diversity of norma-
tive posi t ions that exist . 

Tl iese communi t i e s hold differ-
ent opinions about what cons t i tu tes 
a good life, and d r u g use is just 
ano the r decision about the kind of 
life someone wants to lead. I 'm not 
saying that a m e m b e r of an ethical 
communi ty that condones d r u g use 

is r ight or wrong. I'm just suggest-
ing that the g o v c . u m e n t should not 
be in the bus iness of deciding which 
ethical communi t i e s should be fa-
vored by law — the g o v e r n m e n t 
should e n s u r e condi t ions that allow 
different ethical communi t i e s to co-
exist in civil society. 

Th i s isn't to say that d r u g related 
c r imes could not be p rosecu ted : If I 
ge t s toned and drive into your mail-
box, I can be held liable in criminal 
and civil court . But the act of us ing 
d rugs itself never c rosses the bound-
ary of ha rming someone else, some-
one who isn't taking the drug . As 
such, it doesn ' t fall into the domain 
of government . 

So if you think d rug use is wrong, 
tell someone about it. Hold a prayer 
service and enroll your fr iend in a 
t reatment program. Stand on a soap-
box. Convince o the r s and get them 
to sign the DARE pledge. But don' t 
try to get the government to pas s a 
law banning the use of certain drugs . 
Tha t ' s not what it's he re for. 

Brad Lega is a Hanszen College 

Guest column 

Texas elections more 
than just a punchline 
Understanding that the aim 
of the Thresher Backpage is, os-
tensibly, humor , I wasn't too sur-
prised to see the "Voting Guide" 
that g raced the Feb. 15 
issue. 

But even as a joke, 
the fea ture ' T e n rea-
s o n s you d e f i n i t e l y 
shou ldn ' t r eg i s t e r to 
vo te in t h e s t a t e of 
Texas" was, I believe, a 
disservice to the Rice 
communi ty , especially 
when paired with the 
headline of the lead edi-
torial in the same edi-
t ion : " O n e p l a c e in 
T e x a s w h e r e y o u r vo te d o e s 
count" ( referr ing to the Student 
Association elect ions) . 

Look: T h e reason to regis ter 
and vote in T e x a s is because that 
is w h e r e you live. For at least 
e ight m o n t h s out of each of the 
t h r ee to five years be tween ma-
triculation and graduat ion, Hous-
ton, Harr is County and T e x a s are 
home . Th ink the elected officials 
who represen t Houston and Har-
ris County in the Congress , legis-
lature and city council don't m a k e 
decis ions that affect you? If you 
say yes, go to A& M, go directly to 
A&M, do not pass go, do not col-
lect a Rice diploma. 

In fairness, the re probably are 
a handful of Rice s tuden t s who 
passionately care about politics 
wherever they lived before mov-
ing to Hous ton . Fine. If you think 
of h o m e as w h e r e m o m m y and 
daddy live ( though mos t won't 
re turn t he r e af ter g radua t ion) , 
t h e n by all m e a n s , go to 
vote. rice, edu and download an ab-
sen tee voter registrat ion form. 

But that ' s not why mos t Rice 
s tuden t s don' t vote. Nor is it be-
c a u s e t h e y t h i n k t h e i r v o t e 
doesn ' t count , no mat te r what 
Thresher headl ines may insinu-
ate. Apathy is the reason. Admit 
it. Admit t ing you have a problem 
is the first s tep to get t ing help. 

Rest assured, I unders tand — 1 
was a Rice s tudent once. For most, 
voter apathy probably results f rom 
an appreciation of the importance 
of cast ing an informed vote and 
the belief that it's impossible to 
become well informed given the 
academic p ressures at Rice. 

But it is possible to cast an 
informed vote. It's even easy. First, 
register. In Houston or e lsewhere, 
your choice. This at least gives 

Greg 
Marshall 

you the option to vote. Then , if you 
can spare 30 minutes on election 
day, ge t a League of Women Vot-
e r s voting guide — free on cam-

pus — and take it into 
the voting booth. Read 
the short paragraphs on 
each candidate and is-
sue as you mark your 
ballot . Still no t s u r e 
about something? Skip 
that race and go to the 
next ballot item. If you 
punch t h e card even 
once, you m a d e a differ-
e n c e — y o u r v o t e 
counted. Don't let any-
one tell you differently. 

A few years ago, Hous ton ians 
j ammed Autry Court to see fo rmer 
South African Pres ident Nelson 
Mandela, who was imprisoned for 
27 years for advocat ing the mani-
fest co r rec tnes s of "one [hu]man, 
one vote." W h e n black South Af-
r icans finally got to vote, the bal-
lot bore pic tures of candida te ' s 
faces for e lec tors who couldn' t 
read. 

The reason to register 
and vote in Texas is 

because that is where 
you live. 
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Voters walked for miles to poll-
ing places, then stood in l ines for 
up to th ree days to vote. A de-
press ing majority of Rice s tudents 
won't even fill out a voter registra-
tion card and take a half h o u r to 
walk to the Student Center to ex-
ercise that f reedom. 

But it 's easy to be complacent . 
We live in America, so our ability 
to vote can't be curtailed, right? 
Yes and no. R e m e m b e r that con-
venient polling place in the Stu-
dent Center? 

It won't be open for the March 
12 primary. Seems we don't have 
e n o u g h regular turn-out in t h e 
last election, so our precinct will 
be combined with one off cam-
pus. Still think it's not important 
to regis ter and vote right he re 
w h e r e you live? 

Greg Marshall (Baker '86) is di-
rector of university relations and a 
member of the Rice Vote Coalition. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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China under shadow of oppresive legacy 
O n T h u r s d a y , Dec. 28, 2001, 
American trade policy was changed. 
President Bush signed a proclama-
tion conferring "permanent normal 
trade relations" status on 
China, America's former 
communist rival. 

Without the benefit of 
hindsight, Bush's move 
would appear to have been 
a sensible one. Free trade 
serves the interests of both 
the United States and China 
World Trade Organization 
admission for China, com-
bined with firm U.S. sup-
port, is thus a sound move 
economically. Yet it would 
be the height of folly for Americans to 
allow these recent events to lull them 
into believing the Chinese govern-
ment is truly reformed. 

Besides the wounds of 
Tiananmen Square, still raw these 
13 years later, there exists the mat-
ter of China's ongoing religious per-
secutions, most notably its continu-
ing harassment of the religious sect 
Falun Gong. On Dec. 24, a mere four 
days before Bush's proclamation, 
six members of Falun Gong were 
sentenced to a maximum of 12 years 
in prison for disseminating litera-
ture concerning the beleaguered 
sect. It was an unjust verdict that 
surprised few. 

Religious tolerance is a bulwark 
of American democracy. Yet in spite 
of our example, China remains ty-
rannical. With recent developments 
we have forgotten those who have 
perished in the name of their faith 

Owen 
Courreges 

Ford was born in Brooklyn, New 
York, in 1892 and ordained on 
Dec. 5,1917 as a genuine man of the 
cloth. His ill-fated association with 

China began when he 
became acquainted with 
the Rev. James Walsh, 
co-founder of the 
Maryknoll missionary 
group that operated in 
East Asia. 

Father Ford jour-
neyed with the 
Maryknoll Missioners to 
China in 1918. In time, 
he established his own 
seminary for the instruc-
tion of native clergy, and 

oversaw the construction of an en-
tire mission. For his accomplish-
ments, Ford's mission was made a 
vicariate in 1935 and he was named 
its first bishop. As his episcopal 
motto he selected the Latin word 
condolere, which translates "to suf-
fer with." Bishop Ford's prophetic 
choice was intended to show his 
solidarity with the people of China. 

Indeed, Ford would suffer with 
his native brethren as China's ongo-
ing communist-inspired violence 
proceeded. Beneath all of his work 
there always lurked the menace of 
communist aggression. The situa-
tion reached a fever pitch in 1950, 
when red soldiers arrived at Ford's 
mission, jailing his Chinese priests, 
disbanding his convent and closing 
his seminary. 

Bishop Ford himself was ar-
rested just two days before Christ-
mas. Since he had not broken any 

like Bishop Francis Xavier Ford. known law, the Communists con-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

cocted their own offenses. The of-
fenses were as derisory as they were 
grave, including claims that Ford 
was in charge of a U.S. spy ring, bent 
on overthrowing the "People's Gov-
ernment." 

Once such mendacity had been 
properly circulated among the popu-
lace, Ford was bound and paraded 
through the streets as propagandists 
rallied watching citizens to yell in-
vectives and to sometimes beat him. 
This ritual was repeated in several 
cities until Ford finally reached the 
federal prison at Canton, where he 
would spend his remaining days. 

Conditions in the prison were 
abjectly squalid. The daily grind of 
privation and torture rapidly began 
to wear upon the already frail bishop. 
By January of 1952, Ford's hair had 
turned white and he could no longer 
walk. On Aug. 16 of the same year, 
he finally succumbed to death from 
his prolonged maltreatment. Their 
initial goal achieved, the commu-
nists couldn't have been more 
pleased. 

America's annual trade reviews 
of China may have ended, and per-
haps rightfully so, yet let us not for-
get what the Chinese authorities are, 
or what legacy they inherit. As long 
as religious toleration is met with a 
scoff we must maintain our vigilance 
with regards to Chinese oppression. 

Trade offers great benefits to both 
our nations, but freedom is greater. 
Let the martyrs speak, and the people 
shall hear. TTiey must hear. 

Owen Coureges is a Will Rice College 
sophomore. 

ESPERANZA, from Page 4 
problems to justify the fabricated 
drivel in yet another editorial. 

I can only conclude that the 
Thresher wasn't really concerned 
with how planning for Rondelet was 
going. Instead, they thought it would 
be appropriate to write a third, com-
pletely unfounded editorial com-
plaining about every idea RPC had 
or action RPC took. 

$20,000 events are difficult to 
plan. Problems arise. This isn't an 
excuse, but it's odd that in past years, 
the Thresher hasn't found it neces-
sary to editorialize about the nor-
mal problems that arise in event 
planning. Amazingly, Esperanzaand 
Rondelet have still been relatively 
successful since their inception with-
out these constant Thresher cri-
tiques. But this year, the Thresher is 
fascinated with criticizing RPC at 
every turn. Perhaps the editors 
should relax, make reservations for 
their pre-Rondelet dinners and leave 
the event planning to people who 
know what they're doing. And if you 
personally feel that you'd like to 
contribute to formals planning in 
the future, RPC welcomes you at 
any of our meetings. We're open to 
all Rice students, and we welcome 
any positive contributions. 

Corey E. Devine 
RPC president-elect 

Thresher Lifestyles editor 

Editor's note: Though the Thresher 
did not send a reporter to the RPC 
meeting, we assumed that the min-
utes of the meeting adequately sum-
marized what took place. 

Merriam misses point 
of antidrug advertising 
To the editor: 

While I agree with many of Gar-
ret Merriam's assessments of the 
War on Drugs ("Anti-drug 
advertorials misuse tax money," 
Feb. 15), I think his analysis of Super 
Bowl anti-drug commercials is un-
duly colored by those beliefs. 

Obviously, the target audience 
for these commercials was not des-
perate crack fiends, but rather im-
pressionable youth who do value 
patriotism enough for the message 
of this commercial to sink in. Re-
gardless of how one feels about the 
legal and international aspects of 
the war on drugs, sending the youth 
of America a strong and unequivo-
cal message should hardly offend 
libertarian sensibilities. 

Personally, 1 can think of a simi-
lar set of commercials, which are far 
more propagandistic, less useful and 
certainly more irritating to the 
viewer. TheTruth.com has been run-
ning commercials for more than a 
year in which brain-dead-looking 
youth run around harassing and self-
righteously condemning "tobacco 
executives." The funding for those 
commercials, while not tax money 
per se, did come from the settle-
ment reached between the govern-
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ment and tobacco companies. 
If Merriam's true objection to the 

commercials was that their premise 
is "preposterous," he should have 
addressed that point. Instead, he 
concedes the "distinct possibility 
that... [drug money] will end up in 
the hands of terrorists," and 
procedes to dedicate his later com-
mentary toward claims of moral 
equivalency between our govern-
ment and terrorists. 

Todd Makse 
Research analyst, Jones Graduate 

School of Management 
Sid '01 

Swim team supports 
dismissal of seniors 
To the editor: 

It's unbelievable this discussion 
has gone on this long. It's about time 
the silent but undoubtedly qualified 
party is heard. Robert Killeen made 
a number of valid points in his Feb. 8 
letter to the editor ("Dismissal of 
swimmers justified"), and at the 
same time his unique position within 
the team allows him to make these 
accurate judgments. English lec-
turerThad Logan, on the other hand, 
may be capable of basing her per-
ceptions only on how she sees the 
three senior swimmers in the class-
room, not in the pool ("Insults of 
swimmers unqualified," Feb. 15). 
With all other opinions aside, the 
most important belongs to us — the 
varsity swim team. 

We fully support Coach Doug 
Boyd's decision to remove seniors 
Rachel Armstrong, Katie Hermann 
and Beth Williams from the team 
and recognize it as a step forward for 
the program. While the decision may 
have seemed harsh and extreme, 
we feel it has brought the remaining 
team members closer together. 

We'd also like to comment on the 
inappropriate and unfounded re-
marks made in the Feb. 1 staff edito-
rial, "Swimming with sharks." If any-
thing. the latest situation demon-
strates how much Coach Boyd cares 
for our team. He had an extremely 
difficult decision to make and he did 
what he felt was best for us. 

There is no logic in the editors' 
accusations of Boyd treating his ath-
letes as "mere racing machines" and 
"neglecting or mistreating the hu-
man side of his racers." If that were 
the case, he wouldn't have cut two of 
our All-Americans and a school 
record holder. 

Because we spend more time at 
practice then we do in class each 
week, our coach knows each of us 
pretty well, certainly better than our 
professors do. Additionally, we know 
that he cares an awful lot about us, 
too. 

Our conference meet is less than 
a week away and we're prepared to 
represent Rice with pride. We may 
be weak in number, but we're stron-
ger than ever in heart. 

Rice women's varsity swim team 
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Service day attendance 
low, feedback positive 

Despite increased publicity and a 
revamped format, Saturday's Best 
Damn Day of Service Ever was 
plagued by low student turnout. 

Sponsored by the Rice Student 
Volunteer Program, the service day 
drew between 60 and 70 volunteers. 
RSVP Chairs Chad Chasteen and 
S t e v e n Cauf ie ld said they had 
planned for around 250 participants. 

"We were all a little disappointed 
with the numbers," Chasteen, a 
Jones College junior, said. "But I 
think we were successful even with 
a smaller turnout than in the past." 

An e x p e r i m e n t a l v e r s i o n of 
RSVP's biannual Outreach Day, the 
Best Damn Day of Service was de-
signed to eliminate hassle and in-
crease unity among volunteers. 

Will Rice Col lege sophomore 
Renee Edlund, a site leader for the 
Urban Harvest community garden, 
said she thought the reformatted 
service day accomplished both goals. 

"I got a lot of positive feedback 
from the people who volunteered — 
that it was a great system, that it was 
a lot of fun," Edlund said. 

Instead of signing up at their col-
leges before the event, participants 
showed up at 9 a.m. Saturday morn-
ing and chose a destination. Groups 
departed for nine different service 
locations and reconvened at the Stu-
dent Center around 1 p.m. for lunch. 

Three of the 12 prearranged site 
visits were canceled due to lack of 
interest, Caufield said. 

"This year we went with agencies 
we had long-standing relationships 
with," Caufield, a Will Rice junior, 
said. "We told them all going in that 
we were totally changing the format 
and that we might have to cancel the 
site." 

The low attendance had an other-
wise minimal impact, Chasteen said. 
After hundreds of donated bagels from 
the morning breakfast went uneaten, 
coordinators contacted Papa John's 
Pizza to reduce the lunch order. 

The revised format had its advan-
tages and disadvantages, partici-
pants said. 

Site leader Zarema Singson, a 
Wiess College senior, took 12 volun-
teers to the Houston Zoo for garden-
ing and landscaping work. 

"|The new format) was a lot more 
laid back," Singson said. 

Service day participant Mary 
Hodges said she thinks some form of 
pre-event commitment is important 
in motivating students to show up. 

"If people sign up beforehand, 
then they are committed," Hodges, 
a Will Rice freshman, said. "But if 
you leave it up to them to decide the 
morning of if they are going to go, 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
people will be kind of lazy and not 
want to get out of bed." 

RSVP plans to stick to the new 
format, Caufie ld said. P o s s i b l e 
changes for the fall Outreach Day 
include a later starting time. 

— Lindsey Gilbert 

Hanszen picks current 
undergraduate as RA 

Brown Col lege senior Nancy 
Elliott plans on staying at Rice long 
after she graduates in May. 

Elliott, a non-traditional transfer 
student, who was announced as 
Hanszen College's newest resident 
associate Monday, will begin her 
term July 1. 

Selecting Elliott was simple, ac-
cording to freshman Mirii m Yoo, a 
member of the RA search committee. 

"We were looking for someone 
who fit Hanszen's personality," Yoo 
said. "When Nancy walked into the 
room, we knew we wanted her. We 
just fell in love with her." 

Elliott entered Rice three years 
ago as a transfer student from San 
Jacinto Junior College. After gradua-
tion she had hoped to go to law school. 

COURTESY 2 0 0 0 CAMPANILE 

Brown College senior Nancy Elliott 
will be Hanszen's new RA. 

"But then everything changed for 
me," Elliott said. "I was unclear about 
going to law school. I wasn't sure if I 
was going because I wanted to or 
because I was supposed to." 

Elliott said she is planning to work 
on campus next year, but nothing 
has been finalized. 

'Hie RA position opened when 
assistant women's varsity soccer 
coach Steve Nugent, chosen last se-
mester to replace Director of Stu-
dent Activities Mona Hicks, declined 
the position and decided to take a 
job in Florida. The search commit-
tee invited Elliott to apply, and also 
interviewed three other applicants. 

Elliott considers her role as RA to 
be somewhere between that of a 
friend and a mentor. "My door will 
be open," said Elliott. "I think the 
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next few years are going to be great. 
I feel called to do this. I'm really 
happy about it." 

Associate Director of the Student 
Center Paul Sutera and his domestic 
partner Jennifer Kaufmann, who were 
chosen last semester to replace Lucky 
and Maureen Sahualla as RAs, will 
also begin their term in July. 

— Krissy Goode 

Rec Center to add 
second cardio room 

Soon, Rice community members 
will be able to watch television with-
out being planted on a couch. 

The Recreation Center will be 
installing personal viewing screens 
with cable TV access on all cardio 
room machines by the end of March. 

A second cardio room will also be 
created over the summer, increas-
ing the space available for cardio-
vascular and weight equipment. 

The viewing screens are 14-inch 
flat-screen monitors that attach to 
the front of the equipment, a setup 
which Assistant Dean for Student 
and Recrea t ion C e n t e r s Boyd 
Beckwith said would not make the 
room any more crowded. 

Beckwith said the system will al-
low users to watch TV, listen to the 
radio or watch DVDs if they bring 
their own player. To listen to the TV, 
users must bring headphones or pur-
chase them from the Rec Center. 

"We would be one of the first 
universities in the country to have 
this particular kind of individualized 
viewing screens," Beckwith said. 

Beckwith said both the purchase 
of the system and the second cardio 
room were made possible by a dona-
tion from a lumnus Carl Isgren 
(Baker '61) that was also used to cre-
ate the window in the cardio room. 

The second cardio room will be 
located in the racquetball court di-
rectly behind the current room. 

Beckwith said construction should 
be completed by the fall semester. 

The new cardio room will contain 
all the cardio equipment currently 
in the weight room, as well as new 
equipment. The new cardio room 
will have some light free weights. 

"We are going to try to arrange it 
so that someone does not have to go 
back and forth between the two rooms 
to get a full workout," Beckwith said. 

Beckwith said removing the cardio 
equipment from the weight room will 
create space for new equipment. 

Assistant Director for Recreation 
Operations Rich Barnhouse said the 
types of equipment added to both the 
weight and cardio rooms will be based 
on the results of the room's users. 

Beckwith said the new room would 
not have a window or viewing screens. 

— Mark Berenson 

theme changed twice 
by Robert Reichle 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL. STAFF 

Guinness may make for a very 
stout beer, but it was also a source of 
trouble when a Beer-Bike theme im-
plied that "Malcolm Guinness" sized 
up to more than a half-pint. 

Hanszen College approved the 
Beer-Bike theme "Malcolm Guinness: 
A Very Stout Beer" in a college-wide 
vote Feb. 11. Two days later at a cabi-
net meeting, about 25 college mem-
bers present voted to change the 
theme to "Harry's Plastered and the 
Sorcerer's Stoned," the theme that 
had garnered the second-highest num-
ber of votes in the initial ballot. 

Hanszen Beer-Bike coordinators 
Uchenna Agbim, Nathan Spencer and 
Amber Castleberg, all juniors, sent an 
e-mail to the Hanszen listserv Feb. 13 
saying the Beer-Bike theme had been 
changed at the cabinet meeting. 

"It was brought to our attention 
that the theme 'Malcolm Guinness: A 
Very Stout Beer' could be offensive to 
some people," the e-mail stated. 

At the cabinet meeting, the coor-
dinators read aloud portions of an 
e-mail Gillis sent to the coordinators. 

The coordinators decl ined to 
comment on the contents of Gillis' 
e-mail "out of respect to President 
Gillis," Castleberg said. 

Gillis was out of the country and 
unavailable for comment. 

After the theme was initially 
changed to "Harry's Plastered and 
the Sorcerer's Stoned," some sub-

scribers to the Hanszen listserv ex-
pressed displeasure with the way in 
which the theme was changed. 

"What sort of organization is this 
that a decision made by 300 people 
can be o v e r r u l e d by so few?" 
Hanszen freshman Sally Driver said 
in a message to the listserv. "Even if 
[Gil l is] had r e q u e s t e d that we 
change our theme, Hanszen should 
have respectfully replied that its 
people had spoken." 

After an ensuing discussion on the 
Hanszen listserv and a subsequent 
"town hall" meeting, the Hanszen 
Beer-Bike coordinators held a second 
college-wide vote Friday. On this poll, 
"very stout beer" was dropped from 
the "Malcolm Guinness" theme and a 
new option, "Calvin and Hops," was 
added, based on the consensus at the 
town hall meeting. 

According to an e-mail th~ Beer-
Bike coordinators sent to the Hanszen 
listserv, the "Calvin and Hops" theme 
won with 73 votes, more than the 
c o m b i n e d v o t e s for "Malco lm 
Guinness" and "Harry's Plastered." 

After the second college-wide vote, 
other members of the college said 
the democratic process had won out. 

"Everybody was pissed off, but 
everyone's calmed down after the 
town meeting," Hanszen senior 
representatitve MaryTempleton said. 

Hanszen President Erik Vanderlip 
said the new theme works best. 

"(It was] a compromise that of-
fered a fresh perspective, a pretty 
good one at that," he said. 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• The senate approved a constitutional amendment to add historian 
responsibilities to the secretary's duties. A proposal to add forming 
a class council to the duties of the new student representatives failed. 

• The senate supported using extra budget money to place lockers in 
the Student Center, although details of the system have yet to be 
determined. The senate also approved paying a student to create a 
database of student issues from the past five to 10 years. 

• Jones College Senator Alan Kolodny brought up concerns about 
Housing and Dining fee structures as well as holding Information 
Technology accountable for stopping Internet access to student 
ports. Anyone interested in looking into these issues should contact 
Kolodny at akolodny@rice.edu. 

m Jones College junior Catherine Chen spoke to the senate about 
whether Rice should accept a donation from former Enron CEO Ken 
Lay in light of recent events. Anyone interested in exploring the issue 
further should contact Chen at cpchen@rice.edu. 

m The senate convened a closed meeting to discuss to whom the 
Mentor Recognition Award should be given. 

The next meeting will be held Monday in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center at 10 p.m. 

Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program 

The Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program at Rice University is currently accepting 
applications from students interested in participating in a mentored program that prepares 
them for entering Ph.D. programs in selected disciplines after they graduate from Rice 
University. Eligible fields are Humanities,Anthropology,Mathematics,Mathematical 
Sciences, Statistics, Physics, Geology, Ecology, and Earth Sciences. 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year as a student at Rice 
University. Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited 
to academic standing and potential, life experiences and interests,commitment to building 
bridges in multicultural settings, and interest in pursuing graduate education. Students 
who participate in the program receive a yearly stipend of $1.600. work closely with a 
faculty mentor for two years, and are also eligible for participation in summer fellowship 
programs at the end of their sophomore or junior years. Finalists will be interviewed. 
Announcements will be made in March. 

Application forms and additional information about the program can be obtained online 
at http://daenetdev.riee.edti/depts/outreaeh/mellon/ or from Dr. Roland B. Smith. Jr., 
Associate Provost, Room 313A, Lovett Hall. 

Application deadline is FEBRUARY 222002 

mailto:akolodny@rice.edu
mailto:cpchen@rice.edu
http://daenetdev.riee.edti/depts/outreaeh/mellon/


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 2002 

POLICE BLOTTER 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Feb. 13-19 

Residential Col leges 
Martel College Feb. 15 Disability services cart damaged 

Biologist challenges evolution 
Author speaks during week-long forum on Christianity, academics 

by Sarah Ainsworth 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

We know intelligent design when 
we see it, Michael Belie, a professor 
at Lehigh University in Pennsylva-
nia and author of Darwin's Black 
Box, said in a lecture entitled "Sci-
ence Stumbles on Design" Monday 
as part of the Veritas Forum. 

James Tour, a chemistry profes-
sor at Rice and an organizer of this 
week's event, said the goal of the 
forum was to "discuss topics related 
to the divine, related to God, in fields 
that normally don't talk about God." 

Tour added that he sees the fo-
rum as an opportunity "to be able to 
look at how people who are quite 
respected in their field might pose 
questions that are out of ordinary." 

The Veritas Forum, which took 
place for the first time at Rice this 
week, began at Harvard University in 
1992 as an interdisciplinary explora-
tion of truth in relation to Jesus Christ, 
according to the national Veritas Fo-
rum Web site. Since then, about 75 
colleges and universities around the 
country have organized such forums. 

According to the Rice Veritas Web 
site, the spirit of the forum parallels 
the university's founding principle of 
the "Sober Fearless Pursuit ofTruth," 
as stated on the Rice diploma. 

The Rice Veritas Forum was 
funded by four Houstonians uncon-
nected to Rice and was mainly spon-
sored by Christian student groups. 

Before Behe's speech, the A.D. 
Players, a Christian theater troupe, 
presented a 15-minute scene from 
Jeannet te Clift George ' s play 
Paragraph. In the scene, a 15-year-
old girl named Lucille recounts her 
trying day, in which she encoun-
tered two evangelical Christians. At 
the end of the scene she relives the 
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one time nature inspired her to won-
der about God. Lucille's inquiry set 
the mood for Behe's lecture about 
the scientific evidence for an intelli-
gent designer of biological life. 

Behe addressed his audience 
with examples ranging from biologi-
cal systems like eyes and flagella to 
a Calvin and Hohbes cartoon. 

Behe said one shortcoming he 
found with Darwinian theories is 
their focus and failure to address the 
evolution of any particular biologi-
cal structure at the molecular level. 
He characterized most Darwinian 
explanations as "just-so stories." 

"If you look at any example of inter-
actions of three or four proteins, we do 
not have any direct evidence that they 
could be produced by natural selec-
tion," Behe said. "Everyone working 
in the field usually assumes that." 

At the molecular level, Behe said, 
we often find biological structures that 
are "irreduciblycomplex."Thismeans 
theyhaveasignificantnumberofparts, 
without any one of which the struc-
ture becomes completely ineffective. 

Behe used a five-part mousetrap 
as an example of an irreducibly com-
plex mechanism. If you take away 
any one of the parts, he said, "you do 
not have a mousetrap which works 
half as well as it used to, or a quarter 
as well.... It doesn't work at all." 

The critical aspect of Darwinian 
evolution is that it happens one step 
at a time, in a series of "numerous, 
successive, slight modifications," 
Behe said. It is hard to see how a 
structure that requires five parts (or 
more) to work at all could have 
evolved in a process that can only 
make one adjustment at a time, since 
none of the parts can work without 
all of the others, he said. 

During the question-and-answer 
session, Behe clarified he does ac-

cept that some degree of Darwinian 
evolution probably occurs in cases 
of reducibly complex structures — 
those in which the functions of parts 
or earlier stages can be identified. 

In our daily lives, Behe said, we 
distinguish arrangements people have 
created from random arrangements. 
A high degree of organization and 
complexity are normally cues to as-
sume the presence of a creative intel-
ligence, and Behe said he doesn't think 
biology should be any different. 

Some students said they appreci-
ated the lecture's balanced nature. 

"I thought his evidence proved 
his point," Nicci Lew, a Will Rice 
College senior, said. "I noticed that 
he was willing to point out opposing 
opinions and I appreciated that he 
exposed both sides of the issue and 
didn't merely blindly defend his own." 

About 300 people, including about 
100 undergraduates, attended the 
lecture in the Grand Hall of the Rice 
Memorial Center. 

Tour said he was pleased with the 
turnout for the lecture and was happy 
with the evening's events overall. 

Tour said the events encom-
passed views from the sciences, 
humanities and visual arts. Tonight 
from 7-9 p.m. in the Grand Hall, Ron 
Sider will give a lecture entitled "Seiz-
ing a Historic Opportunity." The 
Veritas Forum concludes tomorrow. 

Tour, who has been organizing the 
Rice Veritas Forum for the past two 
years, said itispossibleanother Veritas 
Forum will be held at Rice in the 
future, but not for at least a few years. 

"I think Veritas is a sorely needed 
forum at a place like Rice, where meta-
physical ideas and faith issues gener-
ally require an intellectual and aca-
demic perspective of some sort and 
must often be reconciled with science 
and facts to satisfy minds," Lew said. 
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DALLAS HOUSTON CALGARY 

Attention Rice Business, 
Engineering, Computer 
Science and Related 

Majors 

Quorum Business Solutions is a c o m p a n y that combines 
software deve lopmen t with consult ing services to provide 
comprehensive solutions for complex business problems. 
Employees of Quorum work in teams a l various cl ient 
locations utilizing their people-skills to interact with clients, 
and their extensive training to deve lop software. 
Because of Quorum's commi tmen t to long-term client 
relationships, the c o m p a n y has en joyed a reputat ion that 
is unsurpassed in the industry. 

Important Dates 
Information Session 
Feb. 26th 6pm at SH 303 

Interviews 
• Feb. 27th & 28th -. 

' • * . # # . . 

Contact Career 
Office for Interviews 

y ' 

www.qbsol.com 
1-800-693-4059 opt. 4 

Academic Buildings 
Sewall Hall 

Fondren Library 

Other Buildings 
Recreation Center 

Parking Lots 
East Stadium Lot 

Feb. 15 Mentally unstable subject 
transported to Ben Taub Hospital 
for evaluation. Subject was released 
and given an escort. 

Feb. 15 Backpack stolen. 

Feb. 18 Wallet stolen from the lacrosse 
field. Wallet was found with 
money missing. 

Feb. 15 Damage to a parked vehicle 
reported. 

Erratum: 

In the article "Freshman tuition up 6 percent" in the Feb. 15 issue, when 
President Malcolm Gillis said, "Students here today get a better deal 
than when tuition was free because then there were no stipends," he 
was referring to lower- and middle-class students. 

The Thresher regrets the error. 

Fall election voting to 
take place on campus 
PRIMARIES, from Page 1 

"It is a typical cost-saving mea-
sure to combine precincts for low 
turnout elections," Marshall said. 

Rice Young Democrats President 
Megan Kemp said she understood 
the decision to not have a polling place 
on campus for the primary election 
because of the low turnout expected. 

"It is discouraging that you can't 
just walk to the RMC, but it is unrea-
sonable for us to expect our own 
precinct on campus with the turnout 
that we have," Kemp, a Wiess Col-
lege senior, said. 

Marshall said despite the low turn-
out, it is important for Rice students to 
have the opportunity to vote on cam-
pus because of their schedules and 

their unfamiliarity with voting. 
"We're a special case," Marshall 

said. "These are students. They have 
less time." 

He added that cost should not be 
a factor in deciding whether to have 
a polling place on campus. 

Marshall said despite the extra 
effort involved in voting in the pri-
mary, it is important for Rice stu-
dents to vote. 

"If the best and the brightest don't 
vote, guess who elects the leaders of 
the world?" Marshall said. 

He said it was most important for 
students to vote somewhere but en-
couraged students to vote at Rice. 

More information about the elec-
tion is available at vote.rice.edu. 

More fields a possibility 
WIESS, from Page 1 
green space, because it will cost 
money to tear that place down." 

Intramural sports director Tina 
Villard said the space could be made 
into an intramural field depending 
on its dimensions. 

Villard said even if the space is 
the right size for a field, she is 
unsure whether it will be used as 
such. 

Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Zenaido Camacho said he sup-
ports the decision, and hopes that 

the area will be used as an intramu-
ral field. 

When a renovation or rebuilding 
of Fondren Library was planned last 
spring, the residential wings of Wiess 
were considered as possible tempo-
rary offices for faculty with offices in 
the library. In the Nov. 30 Thresher, 
White said the Space Planning Com-
mittee also considered tearing down 
the residential wings and using the 
Wiess Commons alone for one of 
several possibilities, including a 
Campus Store. 
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Blanket-tax increase will help Honor Council budget 
ELECTIONS, from Page 1 
by at least 570 s tudents to be 
decided, and it received 609 votes. 
In addition, the referendum needed 
to receive at least two-thirds of the 
total votes to be approved. 

Honor Council Representative 
Ryan Bergauer, a Will Rice sopho-
more, said the blanket-tax increase 
will allow the Honor Council to stay 
financially operative. 

"O-Week alone puts us out so 
much money, we actually went over 
our budget this year, just because it 
takes a whole lot of money to print 
the blue books and other materials," 
Bergauer said. 

The competitiveness of 

the SA executive 

committee races has 

resulted in a really 

strong EC 
— Matt Haynie 

SA president-elect 

Students voted on four other SA 
executive council positions in the 
General Elections. Sid freshman 
Clare Johnson won the race for inter-
nal vice president against Hanszen 
f reshman Alessandra Gonzalez. 
Johnson's goals include bringing 
back the off-campus escort service, 
updating athletic facilities and increas-
ing student involvement in the SA. 

"I want to represent issues im-
portant to most of the students, not 
just the few of us in the Student 
Association," Johnson said. 

Hanszen sophomore Melissa 
Andrews won the race for external 

vice president against Baker Col-
lege freshman Alan Pham. Andrews 
said her most important goal is to 
unify the Rice community. She sug-
gested a campus-wide outdoor movie 
night as one way to bring students 
together. 

"I think that we need to make 
Rice a more cohes ive place," 
Andrews said. 

Narayan Mulukutla, a Sid fresh-
man, won the race for SA treasurer 
against Aniruddha Patel, a Will Rice 
junior. Mulukutla said he hopes to 
increase student awareness of the 
financial and general activities of 
the SA 

"I want to pick up where the last 
treasurer left off by maintaining the 
financial integrity of the Student 
Association," Mulukutla said. 

Hanszen f r e shman Parisa 
Azamian won a close race for SA 
secretary with 51.5 percent of the 
vote, beating out Chrissy Davis, also 
a Hanszen freshman. Azamian said 
she hopes to expand the role of sec-
retary to include more than taking 
minutes and making agendas. 

"In my opinion, my most impor-
tant duty will be to establish an insti-
tut ional memory for the SA," 
Azamian said. "An historian will 
record past debates and decisions 
made in the SA, and my job will be to 
update and record all fu tu re 
debates." 

Haynie plans to add an appointed 
historian position to the SA in order 
to help increase the organization's 
institutional memory. He said the 
close races for SA offices were the 
result of promising candidates. 

"The competitiveness of the SA 
executive committee races has re-
sulted in a really strong EC, and I'm 
excited about working with them," 
Haynie said. 

Will Rice junior Richard Adams 
was elected as RBT station manager, 

Officers will work to 
increase involvement 
(iSA, from Page 1 
alternative perspective she would 
bring as a non-science student. 

"I think one of the reasons that 
science students participate more, 
maybe, is because they're on cam-
pus so much more," McMullin said 
after the election. "They're always in 
their lab, whereas grad students in 
the arts, we can do our work pretty 
much anywhere, all just writing or 
reading." 

McMullin, a department repre-
sentative this past year, said she 
wants to increase the involvement of 
department representatives in order 
to broaden the GSA. These repre-
sentatives currently serve as liaisons, 
communicating GSA decisions to 
departments and returning to the 
GSA with feedback, while the GSA 
executive committee has direct in-
teraction with the administration. 

Biochemistry student Calabretta 
won the race for external vice presi-
dent against biochemistry student 
Robert Cardnell. Calabretta said her 
past experience as Valhalla manager 
would help in the social duties of 
external vice president, which in-
clude organizing the GSA's Beer-
Bike team, picnics and parties. 

Calabretta said in her campaign 
that she wants to create a graduate 
student social center, possibly in-
cluding a foosball table, a pool table 
and food options. She said there is 
not yet a set location or guarantee 
from the administration for this idea. 

Darling, a bioengineering student 
who has been Valhalla's acting man-
ager, won a three-way election for 
treasurer. He said he will apply the 
experience gained at Valhalla to his 
new duties in the GSA. 

Sullivan, a biochemistry student, 
ran unopposed for internal vice presi-
dent Her jnain duties.will involve 
conVhftt'ees dn'd'the GSA awards.' 

and Sid sophomore Michael Scott Ellis 
was elected as program director. Both 
races were uncontested. Because RBT 
became a blanket-tax organization this 
year, this is the first year RBT posi-
tions have been included on the Gen-
eral Elections ballot. 

"The idea was that students should 
elect the [station manager] just be-
cause he runs the station and makes 
sure that all goes well in RBT land, 
representing the organization to the 
university and such," said RBT Sta-
tion Manager Travis Johnson. "The 
programming director is in charge of 
choosing programming for the 
channel. 

"The student body should be able 
to vote for the program director that 
represents the students' desires for 
RBT programming." 

Wiess freshmen Elspeth Simpson 
and Lucas Oman won two of the 
three open positions as sophomore 
representatives. 

Because of an SA constitutional 
amendment passed in the last Gen-
eral Elections requiring that write-
in candidates receive at least 2 per-
cent of the vote to be considered 
eligible to win, the third sophomore 
Honor Council representative posi-
tion was left vacant. 

The position will be placed on 
the ballot again in the Spring 
Elections. 

Also on the Spring Elections bal-
lot will be the election for Sammy 
the Owl. Petitions for Spring Elec-
tions are due March 22, and the 
election will be held March 29 
through April 3. 

CHRISTINA TRAN/THRESHER 

SA President-elect Matt Haynie 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

GSA President Miles Scotcher 

The new officers said they were 
friends prior to the election, and 
three are roommates. 

While last year's elections clocked 
in at over three hours, this year's 
proceedings were held to 45 minutes 
by a new voting policy limiting post-
speech debates to 10 minutes of ques-
tions and answers per office. About 
50 people attended the meeting. 

(ISA officers are elected by voting 
members of the Graduate Student 
Council, which consists of one repre-
sentative from each of the 28 gradu-
ate departments. Departments vary 
in size from four to more than 100 
students, but no recent efforts have 
been made to change the current 
allocation of votes, current Parliamen-
tarian Jen Steele said. Generally, the 
system seems to work, she said. 

The GSA also chose eight of its 
10 Honor Council representatives 
and three University Court mem-
bers at the meeting. Since those run-
ning did not exceed the number of 
available positions, all that ran were 
elected. 

. The Graduate Student Associa-
tion has ab'ouf 1,500 members. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS AND COLLEGE PRESIDENCY RESULTS 
Student Association 
President: Matt Haynie 
Internal VP: Clare Johnson 
External VP: Melissa Andrews 
Secretary: Parisa Azamian 
Treasurer: Narayan Mulukutla 

Rice Program Council 
President: Corey E. Devine 

Rice Student Volunteer Program 
Chairs: Chad Chasteen and Sharel 
Ongchin 
Internal Vice Chair: Katie Cox 
External Vice Chair: Trevor Crowed 
Secretary: Helen Cloots 
Treasurer: Christina Tran 

University Council 
Representatives: Tommy Belanger 
and Te-Chin Cara Eng 

Thresher 
Editor in chief: Rachel Rustin 

Campanile 
Editors in chief: Lanese Bush and 
Phyllis Huang 

KTRU 
Station manager: Amie Knieper 

Rice Broadcast Television 
Station manager: Richard Adams 
Program director: Michael Scott 
Ellis 

Honor Council 
S o p h o m o r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s : 
Lucas Oman. Elspeth Simpson and 
Sharon Singer 

Junior representat ives: Joshua 
Barron. Ryan Bergauer and Jason 
Longoria 

Senior representatives: 
Anna Ahrens, Candice Hance and 
Joan Elizabeth Shreffler 

University Court 
Sophomore representat ives: 
William Conrad and Amanda 
Smith 

Junior representatives: Chase 
Danford and Julia Pergola 

Senior representatives: Uchenna 
Agbim and Daniel Brickman 

Honor Council proposal: Pass 

College presidents 
Baker: Mani Kumar 
Brown: Stan Chan 
Hanszen: Runoff between Kate 
Floyd and Mandy Legal 
Jones: Reed Macy 
Lovett: Katie Ban 
Martel: Anna Friedberg 
Sid: Charlotte Albrecht 
Wiess: Robby Morgan 
Will Rice: Stephen Cauffield 

5814 Kirby 
In Rice Village 

Better Ingredients. ylO'i 7 0 7 0 
Better Pizza. (713) ML-tilt 

Large one topping pizza 
& one two liter Coke" 

$8.99 

We support Rice athletics. 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 28,2002. 
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PINBACKAND 
BAUKBAYAN 

KTRU presents a live show 

^ featuring this indie-pop San 

/

Diegotrio and local electronic 

& drums duo, respectively. 

$8, free with Rice ID. 9:30 p.m. 

* Lyle's in the Lovett College 

I basement. For more info, 

go to www.ktru.org. 

o n g o i n g 

PERSONA 

To conclude its Bergman 

series, Rice Cinema presents 

the director's abstract, 

emotional story of an 

actress and her nurse. 

$5, $4 students. Tonight, 

^ tomorrow, Wednesday and 

| Thursday at 7 and 9 p.m.; 

Sunday at 5 and 7 p.m. 

\ Rice Media Center. For more 

| info, call (713) 348-4853. 

\ o n g o i n g 

/ 

picks 

S u n d a y 

SING-A-LONG 
SOUND OF 

MUSIC 

I If you know this musical by 
£ f heart — and who doesn't 

M — yOU can prove it by 

joining the audience in 

I singing about their favorite 

I things. You can even dress 

is up in costume. Pinch me. 

$20. $22.50 Friday and 

| Saturday nights; $5 off for 

| students. Nightly at 7 p.m., 

' Saturdays and Sundays at 

1:30 p.m. Through March 

14. River Oaks Landmark 

Theatre. 1415 West Gray. 

For more info, go to 

www.singalonga.com. 

In a photo caption in the 
Feb. 15 issue ("Sid Rich 
'Merrily' puts on solid back-
wards musical"), Wiess Col-
lege s o p h o m o r e Bryan 
D e b b i n k ' s year was 
misidentif ied and name was 
misspelled. The Thresher re-
grets the errors. 
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Players do a decent job of 'Walking the Dead' 
Angelo Zanola 
THRESHER STAFF 

Whenever a critic likes some-
thing but does not know exactly why, 
he or she often falls back on a certain 
adjective: quirky. With this r ationale, 
I'd say Walking the Dead, the spring 
production by the Rice Players, is a 
quirky play. Strange, but enjoyable. 
Or at least for the first act, before a 
difficult script by Keith Curran and 
some slow stretches bring it down. 

'walking the dead' 

0 
Rice Players 

Hamman Hall 
Rating: 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
$4 students, $6 faculty/staff, 

$8 general public. For more 
info, call (713) 348-PLAY. 

Walking the Dead is not for every-
one — I doubt any play about trans-
sexual gender i s s u e s could be. 
Thankfully, Walking never tries to 
please everyone . It has several 
shocking moments, some very black 
humor and an intriguing narrative 
concept. 

Walking the Dead starts with its 
characters all talking at the same 
time, a melee of voices and words. 
Then it settles into the more recog-
nizable form of a memorial service 
for Veronica Tass (Sid Richardson 
College junior Kailin Mooney). Each 
of the six guests at this memorial 
service must wait their turn to reen-
act key moments of their time on 
earth with the dead Veronica. Walk-
ing unfolds as a Citizen /Cane-style 
reminiscence on a dead character 
mixed with elements of performance 
art and self-conscious theater. 

CAPISCE: 

I 

GRANT BEITON/THRESHER 

In Walking the Dead, Dottle (Sid Richardson College freshman Jennifer Moore, 
right) tries to understand her daughter Veronica (Sid junior Kailin Mooney). 

From the first scenes of the de-
ceased Veronica and Maya (Wiess 
College sophomore Alexis Smith), 
her artist lover, you know that Walk-
ing is not going to be a standard love 
story. Bes ides the obvious lesbian 

relationship, Veronica is unsure 
whether she even wants to remain a 
woman, longing to be someone else 
but worried about how Maya will 
react. She confides in Chess (Will 
Rice College junior Matt Haynie), a 

young gay man who lives nearby, 
and gives him tips for his upcoming 
date. 

Further confusing Veronica's life 
is her relationship with her mother 
D o t t i e (Sid f r e s h m a n J e n n i f e r 
Moore), who first refuses to believe 
that her daughter is anything but 
normal and only slowly begins to 
open her eyes . Even at the end she 
still wants to believe that her daugh-
ter was once a normal little girl. 

As the story of Veronica unfolds 
and Veronica herself moves from a 
relatively straightforward lesbian 
relationship to gender confusion to 
sex-change operations that solve 
nothing, Curran has plenty of fun 
with his chosen dramatic structure. 
Every character knows this little 
memorial service is a play, so there 
are plenty of asides, snide remarks 
from the sidelines and remarks about 
the lighting and scene changes that 
flow with the story. 

During the first few scenes the 
performances s e e m shaky, but they 
soon level out. As the deceased at 
the center of the plot, Mooney is 
solid but has difficulty during mo-
ments of anger and tenderness . 
During the shaky first scenes she 
has trouble clicking with either her 
lover or her mother. She feels at 
t imes more like a supporting char-
acter than the focus of the play. 

As the two women in Veronica's 
life, Moore and Smith slowly ease 
into their roles. Neither is a well-
defined character until they face off 
against one another. As the mother 
w h o s lowly tr ies to accept her 
daughter's life but obliviously holds 
onto some of her prejudices, Moore 
also has some very funny moments. 
Smith, on the other hand, s e e m s 
forced into the position of the artist 

See WALKING, Page 

Danes make good amore in Italian for Beginners' 
Paul Emig 
THRESHER STAFF 

Tired of predictable date movies? Yearning for 
a realistic love story you can take seriously? Look-
ing for a romantic movie that's actually (gasp) 
romantic? Even the best of the genre (Casablanca, 
Sleepless in Seattle, When Harry Met Sally) are 
distinctively cinematic. Thankfully, romantic com-
edy gets a refreshingly honest twist in the Danish 
film Italian for Beginners. 

Written and directed by Lone Scherfig. Italian 
for Beginners tells the tale of six lonely hearts 

living in a small 
town in Den-
mark. Andreas 
( A n d e r s 
Berthelsen) is 
a r e c e n t l y 

'italian for 
beginners' 

Rating: 
(out of five) 

Opens today. 

11 

s 

widowed pas-
tor replac ing 
the suspended 

pastor of a small congregation and struggling 
with issues of faith and self-doubt. Jorgen (Peter 
Gantzler) is a lonely hotel manager facing impo-
tence. Halvfinn (Lars Kaalund), who can be charm-
ing when he's not being insufferably rude, is 
about to lose his job as manager of a sports-
t h e m e d restaurant . Karen (Ann Eleonora 
Jorgensen) is a hairstylist nursing a cruel dying 
mother. Olympia (Anette Stovelbaek) is a clumsy 
baker nursing a cruel dying father. And Giulia 
(Sara Indrio Jensen) is a lovely Italian waitress 
who doesn't speak Danish, works with Halvfinn 
and longs for love. 

The group members' paths converge around 
an Italian class at their local community center. 
As their lives are changed by the losses of jobs, 

parents and their beloved Italian in-
structor, they each begin to find love 
among their losses. The film weaves 
each character's story into the narra-
tive a la Robert Altman fashion before 
bringing them together for a very spe-
cial romantic finale. 

Italian for Beginners is true to the 
doctrine of Dogma 95, from the grainy 
look of the handheld camera to the 
Dogma certificate at the film's open-
ing credits. Part of a cinematic move-
m e n t c e n t e r e d m o s t l y 'around 

•• • 

COURTESY MIRAMAX FILMS 

Karen (Ann Eleonora Jargensen) and Halvfinn (Lars Kaalund) share a moment in Italian for Beginners. 

Scandinavia, Dogma 95 films aspire for raw emo-
tional truth by stripping away cinematic comforts 
such as makeup, soft lighting and artificially con-
structed sets. These films take pride in the harsh 
lines, washes and shadows of natural lighting and 
in the warts and blemishes on their actors' faces, 
and although the films often look cruddy, the 
limitations they place on themselves often allow 
for work that's real, true and free of pretense. 

It's unfortunate that so many Dogma films are 
so bleak that, powerful as they can be, they are 
almost impossible to sit through. It's that lineup 
of downbeat precedents, though, that makes a 
delightful romantic comedy such as Italian for 
Beginners as utterly refreshing as it is. A far cry 
from some other Dogma films to reach our shores 
(think of the powerful but incredibly depressing 
The Celebration), Italian uses the intimacy that 
accompanies such minimalism to tell a simple, 
honest tale of romance blossoming out of per-
sonal loss. 

The result is not only far and away the most 
accessible Dogma 95 film to reach America, but, 
in the age of prepackaged, cookie-cutter ro-

mances, also the most astonishingly sincere and 
honest romantic comedy (if you can ever call 
anything from those melancholy Danes a com-
edy) that this critic has seen in years. I can't 
remember on-screen love blossoming in such a 
naked, immediate manner. The joys and disap-
pointments, anxieties and elations of falling in 
love are depicted so honestly by the cast that one 
can't help but share in the excitement (I can't 
remember saying that about any Julia Roberts or 
Meg Ryan films). 

If there's a flaw in Italian for Beginners, it's that 
so much time is spent establishing the pre-
romance disparity of the sextet's lives. At the 
halfway point, the film s e e m s almost as heavy as 
any of its Dogma predecessors. The initial drudg-
ery takes some time to get used to, but when 
things start to look up for this group of middle-
aged romantics, the characters' joys are abso-
lutely infectious. As romantic as a Venetian 
gondola ride, as honest and daring as the best 
Scandinavian films can be, as delightful as any 
cinematic romance, Italian for Beginners is one 
lesson' in love thaVs impossible to resi'st. 

http://www.ktru.org
http://www.singalonga.com


THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2002 

/ t. I>11 \ I I 

JIRI HANZL/SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 

Krystof Hadek plays Karel, a young Czech pilot in the Royal Air Force, in the World War II movie Dark Blue World. 

War film a 'World' better than 'Harbor' 
Paul Emig 
THRESHER STAFF 

World War II has always been a 
popular choice of backdrops for film-
makers looking to tell tales of love 
won and lost. From Montgomery 
Clift and Deborah Kerr's romp in 
the surf in From Here to Eternity to 
Josh Hartnettand Kate Beckinsale's 
love in an airplane hangar in Pearl 
Harbor, the Second World War has 
seen its share of doomed love af-
fairs. With Dark Blue World, direc-
tor Jan Sverak shows us that such 
themes are not exclusively Ameri-
can. 

'dark blue world' 

Rating: iririr 
(out of five) 

Opens today. 

Following the German invasion 
of Czechoslovakia, a handful of 
Czech pilots flee their country for 
England to join the Royal Air Force 
and fight the Nazis. Although fight-
ing a war against the relentless em-
pire that invaded their homeland, 
these brave pilots, hungry for ad-
venture, seem less like f reedom 
fighters than lifelong fliers who sim-
ply need to be up in the air and would 
probably fight for anyone who gave 
them a plane. 

After the war, the pilots return to 
Czechoslovakia only to encounter a 
newly installed Communist regime 
as brutal and relentless as that of the 
Nazis. Having fought against their 
homeland in WWII, the pilots are 
now imprisoned as traitors. These 
"enemies of the people," who tasted 
the fruits of democracy, are consid-
ered threats to the Communist state 
and sent to forced labor camps. 

The film opens in 1950, with 
Franta (Ondrej Vetchy), its protago-
nist, imprisoned and wounded from 
a disciplinary beating. T h e same 

blows," the doctor attending him 
recounts. "Nazi interrogations. Com-
munist interrogations. They're all 
the same." As the doctor, a former 
Nazi, attends to Franta and an old 
comrade, the film flashes back to 
1939, just before the Nazi invasion. 

After fleeing their homeland for 
England, Franta and his young ap-
prentice Karel (Krystof Hadek) re-
unite with other Czech pilots in the 
Royal Air Force. They spend their 
first months in England learning 
English, simulating combat missions 
on bicycles and waiting to get in the 
air. Each day they watch British 
planes shot down from the skies and 
wait for their chance to fly. 

When they finally see combat, 
young Karel's plane is shot down. 
While journeying back to base, he 
seeks shelter at the house of Susan 
(Tara Fitzgerald), a British woman 
whose Navy husband is missing in 
action. After tending to Karel's inju-
ries, Susan gives in to the young 
man's advances. Karel falls madly in 
love with her, but when Susan meets 
Franta, she falls for him instead. 

A n d y e t y o u CAN'T 
help but think 
you've sat through 
this story BEFORE. 

Franta denies his own attraction 
to the woman his friend so madly 
loves, but soon gives in and begins a 
passionate affair with Susan. Karel 
and Franta's friendship is threatened 
over her, but the pair must put this 
conflict behind them to fight the 
Germans. The war against the Nazis 
is eventually won, but the brave pi-
lots must face a new enemy upon 
r e t u r n i n g to now-Communi s t 
Czechoslovakia. 

Director Jan Sverak, who won an 
Oscar for directing 1997's Best For-
eign Language Film Kolya, does an 

admirable job capturing the spirit of 
a proud but nationless group of fight-
ers. Some of the best scenes in Dark 
Blue World show the pilots bonding 
over a few drinks or trying to master 
the intricacies of the English lan-
guage. 

The combat scenes are dazzling 
in their own low-budget way. Unlike 
most CGI-generated planes, you get 
the sense that the planes patrolling 
the European skies in Dark Blue 
World are flimsy, bullet-ridden col-
lections of metal, which creates a 
palpable tension and sense of ur-
gency in the fight scenes. Vladimir 
Smutney's crisp c inematography 
places us right in the cockpit and 
gives us a sense of how close these 
creaky machines come to crashing 
and burning. 

And yet, while watching Dark 
Blue World, you can't help but think 
you've sat through this story before. 
And recently. With its love triangle 
involving two hotshot pilots and best 
friends falling in love with the same 
brunette, set against the harsh back-
drop of WWII, World is rerr arkably 
similar in content to last summer s 
Pearl Harbor. 

Now it would be really unfair to 
accuse Sverak of plagiarism. Dark 
Blue World was made before Michael 
Bay's loud, obnoxious wannabe epic. 
It is told from a decidedly Eastern 
European point of view and comes 
from the heart of a filmmaker who 
has wanted to honor his childhood 
heroes for his entire career and has 
finally gotten the chance. Dark Blue 
World is a significantly better film 
than Pearl Harbor. 

But I can honestly say the simi-
larities were so jarring that, having 
seen both films, Dark Blue World 
seemed like a retread and was much 
less enjoyable than it probably 
should have been. Yes, it featured 
the same World War, but did it have 
to feature the same war over a bru-
nette? 

J O H N E. P A R I S H F E L L O W S H I P 
FOR SUMMER TRAVEL 

Wiess College announces competition for the 2002 John E. Parish 
Fellowship. The winner of the Parish Fellowship will receive support of 
up to $3500 for at least 2 months travel during the Summer of 2002, as 
well as a partial tuition grant for the 2002-2003 academic year. The 
purpose of the fellowship is to enhance the undergraduate education of 
the Fellow by broadening the range of experience via travel. All full-time 
returning undergraduates at Rice are eligible. 

For further information, call the Wiess College coordinator (713-348-5743), 
or see the web page at www.ruf.rice.edu / ~parish. Deadline for application 
is Thursday, March 14, 2002. 
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RACHEL DAVIS/THRESHER 

Live music you can't see 
Sid Richardson College senior Gabe Rivera performs live in the KTRU 
studio for the latest Rice Music Show Feb. 15. Along with live music 
by Lovett College seniors Simon Fink and Becky Foley, the show 
featured recorded material by Rice students and alumni. 

50% OFF EYE EXAMS 
30% OFF EYE GLASSES 

with Rice ID 
Free LASIK and contact lem screening at the lime of risil. 
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All Kinds Of Drivers Save With GEICO. 

BRN 2 RCK 
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You may know that GEICO has 
been providing high-quality auto 
insurance to some of your neighbors 
for years. You may think you have 
to be in government, or have a 
spotless driving record to qualify 
for GElCO's low rates and 
outstanding service. 

Truth is. all kinds of drivers 
can qualify for GEICO. Even if 
you're not in government or if your 
driving record isn't spotless, you 
can still save with the GEICO 
Companies. 

So if you want quality auto 
insurance with 24-hour service, 
affordable rates, a variety of dis-
counts, and convenient payment 
plans, call GEICO. Were the A+* 
rated company that* been insuring 
generations of smart drivers for 
nearly 60 years. 

( 7 1 3 ) 6 6 5 - 4 6 6 7 AUTO INSURANCE 

Geico Direct 
5405 Bellaire 
Houston, TX 77401 

Government Employees Insurance Co. • GEICO Giwr.il Insurance Co 
GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu
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TEL COLLE< 
Tuesday, Martel College students gathered in their 

new commons for the first-ever Martel dinner 
For those who transferred to the ninth and newest 

residential college, it's been a long time coming. 

* . •, ' / • V 
SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

Martel College members study in the sun on the patio of the rotunda this week. 

This feature is the 
10th and last in a 
series that explored 
each college's history 
and traditions and 
examined how these 
were shaped by the 
individuals that 
make each college 
unique. 
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COURTESY MARTEL COLLEGE 

Martel College President Alice Hill, left, and President-elect Anna Friedberg, 
right, oversaw room draw at Martel House in November. 
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A melting pot of the college sys-
tem, Martel students have weathered 
over a year and a half of natural disas-
ters, housing mishaps and move-in 
obstacles. They have seen their col-
lege change from a barren parking lot 
into the classically styled building 
envisioned by renowned architect and 
Target houseware designer Michael 
Graves. Now, for the first time since 
1971, students are faced with forging 
a new residential subset of the Rice 
community. 

It all started with a $15 million gift 
to the university in 1998. 

The money was donated by the 
Marian and Speros Martel Founda-
tion, a long-standing benefactor of 
Rice. Earmarked to implement the 
"Rice: The Next Century" initiative, 
part of the donation was set aside to 
build a new residential college. Such 
an undertaking would have made the 
foundation's founders, late Houston 
businessman Speros Martel and his 
wife Marian, proud. 

During the 1940s, the Martels lived 
only a short distance away from Rice 
in the Warwick, located just north of 
campus on Main Street. Although they 
did not have any children, the couple 
bestowed their love of learning on 
their "adopted children" — the stu-
dents of the Rice Institute. 

Speros Martel was a self-educated 
man. As the first Rice Institute stu-
dents matriculated in 1912, a young 
Speros left his home in Athens, 
Greece, to study in France. But Speros' 
adventuresome spirit soon got the 
best of him, and he enlisted as a cabin 
boy on a ship bound for New York. 
Martel survived in his new country by 
working as a Wall Street messenger 
and selling newspapers and flowers 
on the street until he saved enough 
money to open a restaurant in Buf-
falo, New York. 

During World War I, Martel moved 
to Camp Logan in Houston and be-
came a waiter at the Rice Hotel, owned 
first by William Marsh Rice and then 
by the Rice Institute after the war. 

Martel again saved his money, open-
ing a restaurant of his own a block 
away from the Rice Hotel and later 
building other restaurants along Main 
Street. 

Although Martel had little formal 
education, he learned to speak five 
languages through his travels abroad. 
His entrepreneurial skills allowed him 
to become a successful businessman, 
investing in land, stocks and bonds. 
He eventually made friends with fel-
low Houston businessmen George R. 
Brown and Jesse H. Jones, and often 
attended Rice football games with 
Jones. 

In 1932, Martel married Marian 
Fox Twyman, daughter of another 
prominent Houston businessman, 
Henry Fox Sr. When Marian Martel 
died in 1956, her will endowed four 
chairs to the university in honor of 
each of her parents; her first hus-
band, William Gaines Twyman; and 
her sister, Gladys Louise Fox. 

Nobody is in a rush to 

develop. They are 

going to let things 

happen naturally and 

not fry to force an 

identity on themselves. 

The Marian and Speros Martel 
Foundation was established that same 
year and has since supported a vari-
ety of philanthropic causes, including 
cancer research, the Houston Sym-
phony, the Houston Holocaust Mu-
seum and Project GRAD, a nonprofit 
organization that aims to increase the 
graduation and college attendance 
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KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Martel College President Alice Hill, along with Martel members, accepts the 
college's first bike at Beer-Bike in March 2001. 

COURTESY RICE NEWS 

The Martel College Groundbreaking Ceremony, from left: Vice President for Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho, 
Martel College Masters Arthur and Joan Few, Chairman of the Board of Trustees Bill Barnett, Vice President of 
the Martel Foundation Karen George. Chairman of the Martel Foundation Ralph O'Conner, Martel Foundation 
Secretary Karen Matthews, former SA President Lindsay Botsford, Vice President of the Martel Foundation Harry 
Jamail, President Malcolm Gillis and Board of Trustees member Kent Anderson. 
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Construction underway at the Martel College site in January 2001. 
BRIAN STOIER/THRESHER SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

A view of Martel College's quad and the rotunda. 
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rates of inner-city students. With the 
building of Martel College, the 
Martels' dream of having a profound 
influence on the students of Rice Uni-
versity and the residents of Houston 
has become even more concrete. 

The literal and figurative founda-
tions of the new college were laid in 
2000. The official groundbreaking 
took place on April 10, 2000, and was 
attended by newly instated Martel 
Masters Joan and Arthur Few. Mas-
ters at Baker College from 1994 to 
1999, the Fews were chosen to give 
the newest college a leg up. 

Attention soon turned to the most 
important aspect of a residential col-
lege — the students. Applications for 
Mattel's founding committee went out 
in Sept. 2000, and two students from 
each existing college were selected. 

"We are looking for people who 
are able to see the possibilities — this 
is a new college and a new millennium 
— and people with leadership, be-
cause they have to write a constitu-
tion, recruit other members and new 
associates," Arthur Few said in a Sept. 
2000 interview with the Thresher. "A 
lot of the jobs that the founding com-
mittee has to do will require students 
with leadership and vision." 

During the recruiting process, 
Martel also filled various positions 
within the college. Mattel's first par-
liament was elected with then-junior 

Alice Hill as president. Maria Byrne, 
who had worked with Arthur Few in 
the Space Physics and Astronomy 
Department, became the first Martel 
College coordinator. 

"I was excited to start something 
new," Byrne said. "I didn't have much 
interaction with students [in the phys-
ics and astronomy department]." 

The first students accepted as new 
Martel members had to live off cam-
pus during the fall 2001 semester until 
the completion of con struction, sched-
uled for the beginning of 2002. Ex-
citement mounted as Martelians an-
ticipated the completion of their 
brand-new building. 

Then disaster struck. In June, 
Tropical Storm Allison dumped 28 
inches of rain on the Houston area, 
causing an estimated $4.88 billion of 
damage. 

T h e heavy f lood ing delayed 
Mattel's construction schedule by >wo 
mon ths , and the adminis t ra t ion 
scrambled for a plan to house the 
incoming Martel students during the 
beginning of the spring 2002 semes-
ter. 

Hill, a senior, said the uncertainty 
was nothing the college couldn't 
handle. 

"Martel students possess great 
in tegr i ty to a c c o m m o d a t e the 
administration's demands," Hill said. 
"The Rice administration has also 

been doing all they can to make the 
whole process run smoothly." 

Eventually, Rice administration 
and Martel students worked out three 
options for housing during those two 
weeks. The students could either stay 
in their current housing situation from 
the end of last semester, live with an 
on-campus friend through the "Adopt-
A-Martelian" plan, or stay at the 
Warwick, the same hotel where 
Speros and Marian Martel made their 
home more than half a century be-
fore. 

a 
We will win at beer 

drinking, bike riding 

or whatever von guys 

contest in. 

In October, applications for fresh-
man transfers became available. Sixty-
three freshmen were accepted — five 
each from Brown and Jones Colleges, 
and up to 12 from each of the other 
colleges. 

While f reshmen were being re-

crui ted, Martel m e m b e r s named 
physics instructor Gary Morris and 
in t r amura l spo r t s d i rec to r Tina 
Villard as Marte l ' s first resident 
associates. 

On Jan. 28, Martel College finally 
opened its arms to its first residents, 
starting a new chapter in Rice his-
tory. Many of these students had 
chosen to move three times in one 
year, leaving familiarity behind in 
favor of unknown possibilities. The 
Fews believe the Martel transfers 
were eager to start something truly 
new on the Rice campus. 

"Students came to Martel for the 
possibility to be different and original 
from other colleges," Arthur Few said. 
"Current colleges carry a lot of excess 
baggage, but with Martel, students 
could be leaders. They could be inno-
vative and hopefully inspire other col-
leges to do the same." 

Martel President Alice Hill agreed. 
"They mainly want to try some-

thing new," Hill said. "They get to set 
new standards, start a new ball game. 
They get to be the pioneers who want 
to be a part of a new community." 

Martel may not have the long his-
tory of other colleges, but the Fews 
and Hill believe a unique culture will 
evolve as Martel College members 
become familiar with their new living 
quarters and fellow college members. 

"They are still formatting and for-

mulating new ideas for Mattel," Joan 
Few said. "Nobody is in a rush to 
develop. They are going to let things 
happen naturally and not try to force 
an identity on themselves." 

As for establishing college tradi-
tions, many believe those will develop 
alongside the college as well — al-
though Martel may have already es-
tablished one tradition that other col-
leges can only hope for. 

"Out of our first Martel College 
graduating class, over 50 percent 
graduated with honors," Joan Few 
said. "I'd say we're starting off in pretty 
good shape." 

With Beer-Bike approach ing , 
Mattel hopes to show the other col-
leges how far they have developed. 

"Our Beer-Bike team should be 
pretty good," Hill said. "We have new 
equipment, great ladies' and men's 
coord ina tors , and our c h u g g e r s 
should do well." 

In his groundbreaking speech, 
Chairman and President of the Martel 
Foundat ion Ralph O 'Connor ex-
pressed his hope for a long and glori-
ous Martel lineage. 

"Let me proclaim right now that 
although I never went to Rice, I am 
adopting Mattel College as my col-
lege," O'Connor said. "And don't you 
all worry, we will win at beer drinking, 
bike riding or whatever you guys con-
test in." • 
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CHRISTINA TRAN THRESHER 

Martel College members meet for the first dinner in their new commons Tuesday. 
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CHRISTINA TRAN THRESHER 

Martel College members (from left) junior Bahram Razani, sophomore Narendra 
Panapitiya, sophomore Saul Sanchez and junior Andrew Dawson at the first dinner in the 
Martel Commons Tuesday. 
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The CSFB Explorer Program was created to bring together students of diverse 

backgrounds to explore the world of business. It's a great way to broaden your 

horizons, make valuable contacts, and have fun at the same time. 

• For 1st and 2nd year undergraduate women and students of color 

• All majors welcome 

• Three days in New York — ail expenses paid 
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kelier wil l iams 

LAUGH 

SCI Fidelity Records 
Rating: * * 1 /2 

(out of five) 

In the last few years, Keller Will-
iams has attained cult popularity 
touring the country as a one-man 
singer/songwriter/jam band. His 
sixth album, Laugh, incorporates 
more production elements into his 
already established sound. Williams' 
songs highlight his clear, calm vo-
cals and his technical mastery of 
guitar, bass and a homemade hybrid 
of the two, which lends his guitar 
work a danceable groove that other 
singer-songwriter fare lacks. 

On Laugh, the drums sound more 
professional and acoustic than on 
some of Williams' previous albums, 
and the artist is backed by a group of 
other talented musicians. The result 
of these additions is a cleaner al-
bum, though not one that departs or 
improves upon Williams' previously 
established sound. 

The opening track, "Freeker by 
the Speaker," opens with a dazzling 
arpeggiated guitar line that contin-
ues throughout the song. The prob-
lem is that this guitar groove is more 
exciting that Williams' calm voice 
and uninteresting vocal melody. The 
bass on the trip-hoppy "Freeker" 
takes a danceable tone common 
among reggae basses. But this song 
also shows how bad Williams' lyrics 
can be. He describes a bouncer as 
"Big as a school bus/Looks like he 
could snap us in two." Despite this 
stale observation, Williams' lyrics 
do shine at moments. 

With a bluegrass sound, "Bob 
Rules" somewhat snobbishly tells 
about being a contestant on "The 
Price is Right." Over fiddle and man-

dolin, Williams sings, "Janice she 
slinked on wearing a diamond dog 
collar/Sti'l in complete shock, I 
muttered the words, 'One dollar.m 

Manyofthe songs on poke 
this sort of fun at beloved, down-
home American institutions: the 
crowd at Virginia Beach, the one-hit 
wonder and an "Old Lady From 
Carlsbad."The last is a stylized coun-
try track about meeting an old lady 
"Down at the corner bus stop/Talk-
ing about Jesus and how her heart 
he won." The lyrics do not seem 
mocking, but the country sound of 
the track is a bit condescending to 
the song's title character. 

The track "One Hit Wonder" is 
musically one of Laugh's catchiest. 
The vocal melody is more memo-
rable than the other tracks. The gui-
tar and bass blend smoothly, and 
the guitar work is kept to infrequent 
sparks rather than a driving, over-
whelming groove. The lyrics may be 
another contradiction though. It's 
difficult to tell if Williams, who has 
never had a lot of commercial suc-
cess, is satirizing the one-hit wonder 
or serious when he says, "Oh to be a 
one hit wonder/That would be oh so 
superb." 

Laugh features a cover of the Ani 
DiFranco song "Freakshow," which 
with Williams' voice and a set of 
bongos is one of the album's most 
moving, least party-driven tracks. 
Williams also allows his guitar work 
to shine in four instrumental tracks. 
The first, "Hunting Charlie," is more 
or less uninspiring. The title seems 
to have come from a Vietnam scene, 
but it sounds more like it's about 
losing some guy named Charlie dur-
ing a party, and a boring one at that. 
Williams' instrumental songwriting 
falls into the same trap his vocal 
tracks often do — they're based on 
interesting grooves but make no 
progress from beginning to end. 

An exception is "Mental Instra," 
which starts with an interesting, 
metallic guitar riff. The song contin-
ues exploring different musical land-
scapes. In contrast with the other 
instrumentals though, it seems that 
Williams' melodies in this song each 
seem to progress in their own way 
towards greater intensities and reso-
lutions. His career is making similar 
progress, though slowly and subtly. 

I'll look forward to his work in the 
future, but Ijiugh is not a significant 
improvement on his previous re-
leases. 

— Tim Crippen 

Keller Williams plays Thurs-
day at Fitzgerald's (2706 
White Oak, $12) at 8 p.m. 

mogwai 

FACT: If Emergency 

Contraception ie used within 

72 houte of contraceptive 

failure, it ie effective in 

preventing an unintended 

pregnancy. Love Carefully! 

FACT: VOX: Voices for Ptenned Parenthood\z 

wotkfng to make sure the services you need ate 

available, affordable, and accessible. There's power 

in yout voice - USE IT! 

Keep up Wui sexual health events on campus. To get involved 

with your local VOX group e-mail voxhouston@yahoo.com 

To he connected to the nearest Planned Parenthood clinic 

call 1-800-230-PLAN. Visit us online at www.pphouston.org 

There's Power 
in Your Voice. 

MY FATHER 
MY KING 

Matador Records 
Rating: # * * * 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Ever heard a song where every 
second is entrancing? Lasting a full 
20 minutes, the building, climax and 
tension of Mogwai's My Father My 
King is the apex of the epic-rock 
trend. 

Specially priced, the whole 
project is a bit of an enigma, with 
only one song and simple but myste-
rious liner notes in the form of a 
traditional Jewish prayer. My 
Father My King comes on the heels 
of Mogwai's recently released Rock 
Action, and is being billed as its 
complement (although it's gotten 
more press than the full album). 

Many groups that have perpetu-
ated the recent post-rock extended 
style (most notably Godspeed You 
Black Emperor! and its side projects) 
often sound like classical music. 
While it has a few orchestral ele-
ments, My Father My King is indeed 
a rock song, and when examined it's 
not even overly complex. 

Anti-commercial producer Steve 
Albini (legendary in the indie scene; 
best known for In Utero) does a tre-
mendous job, turning an excellent 
song into a masterpiece with a bass 
rumble that no subwoofer could ad-
equately handle. 

It's not "the next thing," and it 
isn't even a radical departure from 
Mogwai's sound and capabilities, but 
taken as a whole it's magnificent. 
Never stagnant, the music's ethe-
real nature lifts the listener and twists 
him into an enveloping dark cloud. 
This state of engrossed catharsis is 
haunted by the music's menacing 
undercurrents but tempered by its 
majestic beauty. The song cannot be 
adequately described — it must be 
felt, not heard. 

— Hen Home 

Play about transsexual 
tough but smartiy done 
WALKING, from Page 8 
masterminding this little exhibi-
tion, checking her emotions by 
replaying the tragedy of Veronica. 
Since there is a lack of intimacy 
between her Maya and Mooney 
during their first scene together, 
the following distancing is less 
effective. 

The best performances came 
from Haynie as Chess and Baker 
College junior Scott Banks as 
Bobby, his oldergay lover. Haynie 
makes the most of his boyish 
appearance and presents a con-
stantly nervous young man who 
perfectly complements Banks' 
self-confident and self-loathing 
Bobby. Haynie is a mess of ner-
vous gestures, good intentions 
and uncertainty. 

Banks' Bobby is a character 
who loves to hear the sound of 
his own voice and who rails 
against Veronica's gender issues 
and general percept ions of 
homosexuality. Still he has a 
frankness and a vulnerability 
under his layers of smooth ego-
t ism that propel his character. 
Both Haynie and Banks take char-
acters who could have been one-
sided and flesh them out, mak-
ing them both memorable and 
surprising. Amazingly, as a couple 
Banks and Haynie have some of 
the best stage chemistry I've 
seen at Rice. 

Even though the play revolves 
around these four mourners and 
the deceased, there is also a 
doctor (Jones College junior 
Jesse Beene) who is sick of 
listening to people who want sex-
change operations and a pres-
tige-driven documentary director 

(Will Rice junior Kevin Brown). 
Neither of these characters is 
vital to the plot, but the contrived 
documentary is an interesting 
way to show the tensions be-
tween Maya and her newly male 
lover. 

The chief problem with Walk-
ing the Dead is the script. The 
second act begins with a hilari-
ous and moving monologue by 
Haynie, but after that it has none 
of the energy or surprise of the 
first. The pace slows and the plot 
seems to plod toward the inevi-
tab le end of Veronica, now 
Homer, and the characters' sub-
sequent realizations. This lag-
ging isn't the actors' fault — it 's 
just hard to keep dramatic ten-
sion when one has to slowly 
unpack trunks on stage, reading 
out every item. 

The script can also be wordy 
at t imes. While this works in 
some cases, especially when 
Banks gets to spout, other ac-
tors seem less comfortable with 
longer speeches. Duringthe sec-
ond act, the narrative device also 
loses some of its charm, espe-
cially when the play takes on 
more of a performance-art feel. 
By the end, some of the symbol-
ism that emerges on the now 
cluttered stage feels forced. 

Walking the Dead is hardly a 
great play, and I can imagine that 
some people might not be able 
to stomach it. But to those who 
can, it offers its share of great 
moments, even if the complete 
product is uneven. Once again 
the Rice Players show they can 
take difficult material and do it 
better than one would expect. 

Tequila Bar 
Happy Hour 2-7 Monday-Friday 
All Day Saturday Noon till 7pm 

2.50 House Margaritas 

2.50 Jose Cuervo Shots 

2.50 Well Drinks 

1.75 Domestic Bottles 

4.00 Pitchers (Shiner*Bud Light-Coors Light) 

Happy Hour Food Specials 

Fresh Oysters 250 a piece 

1/2 Lb. Shnp Fried or Boiled 5.95 

Tequila Joe's Shrimp & Crab Cerviche 

with Fresh Avocado & Mango 5.95 

Boiled Crawfish Happy Hour 
2.95 Lb. 

All Food Items with Student ID 
(excluding boiled crawfish and happy hour specials) 

Bayou City Crawfish Cafe 
2414 University • 2nd Level Village Arcade • Across From Two Rows • (713). 520.-1945. 

mailto:voxhouston@yahoo.com
http://www.pphouston.org
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Men's tennis topples A&M 
by John Turpin 

T H R E S H E R STAFF 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Senior Fabien Giraud, seen here at practice, took a 6-3, 6-3 win at the No. 6 
singles spot to help Rice upset No. 14 Texas A&M Wednesday night. 

Late heroics lift Lady Owls 
Rice squeaks past Hawaii on last-second Maynard layup 

The men's tennis team put the 
brakes on Texas A&M University's 
two-year home winning streak with a 
tight 4-3 victory Wednesday night. 
Ranked 14th nationally, the Aggies 
were Rice's strongest opponent so far 
this season. But the Owls didn't back 
down, even when trailing 3-1, and 
defeated A&M for the first time since 
1993. 

The win is Rice's third in 24 life-
time meetings with A&M, and the 
Aggies , who advanced to the 
quarterfinals of last year's NCAA 
Championships, are the highest-
ranked team Rice has defeated in 
head coach Ron Smarr's tenure of 
almost five years. 

Rice jumped out to an early lead 
by sweeping the doubles matches, 
but the Aggies fought back, taking 
three quick singles matches. 

The Aggies' home crowd of close 
to 1,000 spectators just wasn't 
enough, however, as Rice sopho-
more William Barker, junior 

Matthias Mathaes and senior Fabien 
Giraud pushed hard for the last 
points to clinch the victory. 

In the doubles matchups, Rice's 
No. 1 pair of Mathaes and senior 
Prakash Venkataraman won 8-5 while 
Giraud and Barker came out on top in 
a close 9-8 match. At the third spot, 
sophomore Vuk Rajevac teamed with 
freshman Take Morita for an easy 8-
2 win to sweep the doubles. 

The night certainly wasn't over, 
though, as A&M took three matches 
in straight sets to put the Owls in a 
hole. Playing at the No. 2 spot, Barker 
pulled in the first singles victory for 
the Owls with a 6-3, 6-3 win, and 
soon after Giraud turned in a 6-4, 
6-3 victory at the No. 6 position to 
even the match. 

The deciding point came down to 
Mathaes at the top spot, who took a 
tiebreaker in the second set to win 
the match 6-4, 7-6 and give Rice the 
huge upset over A&M. 

"It was high-quality tennis all 
around tonight," assistant coach 
Shaheen Ladhani said after the vic-
tory. "We're certainly going to enjoy 

this right now. but soon we have to 
focus on Sunday's big matchup 
against Florida." 

The win came after a weekend in 
which Rice had to bounce back from 
two tough losses. 

After losing their top singles 
player, sophomore Richard Barker, 
to illness last week, the men's ten-
nis team was forced to change its 
lineup. 

Then the 43rd-ranked Owls 
dropped Saturday's match against 
No. 40 Arizona State University 6-1, 
to make matters worse. 

Rather than get discouraged, 
however, the team concentrated 
their frustrations and energy on No. 
47 University of Arizona on Sunday. 
The Owls rebounded, scoring a 5-2 
win to earn a split for the weekend. 

Saturday's matches started off 
well for Rice in doubles play. 
Venkataraman and Mathaes won 8-
4 at the No. 1 spot, and William 
Barker teamed with Giraud to clean 
up at No. 2 with the same score and 
clinch the doubles point for the Owls. 

See TENNIS, Page 18 

by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL S T A F F 

A roller coaster of a weekend ended on an 
upward swing for the Lady Owls as they reco-
vered from a 67-64 loss at San Jose State 
University and a rough first half at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii to defeat the Rainbow Wahine 
55-54 in spectacular fashion. 

Rice concludes the regular season by playing 
its final three games at home, but the Lady Owls 
won't be receiving any housewarming gifts from 
No. 7 Louisiana Tech University. The Lady 
Techsters came to Autry Court last night as one 
of the hottest teams in the nation, having won 17 
straight games while going 14-0 in Western 
Athletic Conference play. 

While the Lady Owls struggled mightily in 
an 88-42 loss at Louisiana Tech Jan. 26, they 
said their home court and fans would help 
eliminate the jitters and intimidation they felt 
when they took the court in Ruston, La. 

"We're going to focus on playing good team 
defense," sophomore center Johnetta Hayes 
said before the game. "If we play good, inten-
sive team defense for 40 minutes, we can beat 
Louisiana Tech. We need to be able to compete 
with teams like them if we make it to the NCAA 
tournament. It's a great feeling to be back at 
home and be able to face [Louisiana] Tech in 
front of our home crowd. We'll be less intimi-
dated — we need our fans behind us." 

Results of the matchup were not available 
at press time. 

The Lady Owls hope to face the Lady 
Techsters again in the final round of the WAC 
tournament, held in Tulsa, Okla., in two weeks. 
In order to avoid facing Louisiana Tech before 
the final round of the tournament, the Lady Owls 
need to finish second or third in the conference, 
a feat that can be accomplished if the Lady Owls 
defeat Southern Methodist University tomor-
row and the University of Tulsa March 2. 

With its win over Hawaii, Rice moved into 
sole possession of second place in the confer-
ence with a record of 11-4, half a game ahead 
of Hawaii and a full game in front of Tulsa. 

Still dealing with their loss to the Spartans 
and an exhausting travel schedule, the Lady 
Owls struggled to score points in the first half 
in Hawaii. Fortunately, Rice's great defense 
kept it in the game as the Lady Owls trailed just 
21-16 heading into the locker room at halftime. 

"We talked about the fact that we played 
good defense but we just needed to believe in 
ourselves offensively," head coach Cristy 
McKinney said. "I thought it was key for our 
kids to come back and play well in the second 
half after the tough loss in San Jose and the 
rough first half." 

TTie Lady Owls shot an outstanding 48 per-

IN FOCUS: 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Record: 17-7 

WAC record: 11-4 (2nd) 

Last week: Split road games, losing 
67-64 to San Jose State before beating 
Hawaii 55-54. 

What made the difference: Lindsey 
Maynard's layup with 1.6 seconds 
remaining beat Hawaii after the Wahine 
made up a six-point deficit in the final 
58 seconds. 

Up next: The Owls host SMU tomorrow 
at 5 p.m. in a game that will be 
televised regionally on Fox Sports 
Southwest. 

cent from the field in the second half as they 
held a 52-46 lead with under a minute remain-
ing. The lead evaporated and Hawaii grabbed a 
54-53 lead with seven seconds remaining. But 
sophomore Lindsey Maynard banked in her 
only two points of the game with 1.6 seconds on 
the clock to give the Owls the win. 

"[Hawaii] came storming out and they just 
played unbelievably in that last minute." 
Maynard said. "In the last time-out, when I 
heard the play call, I was happy because driv-
ing to the basket is my best play. They backed 
up a bit not wanting to get the foul call and I 
just put it in the basket." 

The win at Hawaii not only helps Rice in 
the WAC race but aids its cause for an at-
large invitation to the NCAA tournament. 
Early season quality wins over then-No. 21 
George Washington University, No. 22 Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and twice over Hawaii 
have given the Owls credibility as an at-large 
candidate, and Rice moved up to No. 52 in the 
most recent Rating Percentage Index 
rankings. 

The players and coaches, however, are not 
concerned with computer rankings or paper 
statistics. They still feel there is much poten-
tial for improvement on the court, which can 
pay dividends as the season winds down. 

"Every time we get close we have one of 
those losses that hurt us," McKinney said. "I 
expect us to play better against Louisiana Tech 
this time. I expect us to play smarter, harder 
and not to be intimidated this time. 

"I hope the Hawaii game gave us some 
confidence. I don't think we have peaked yet 
as a team. But the second half at Hawaii, we 
came as close to playing up to our potential as 
we've been in a long time and hopefully we can 
build off of that." 
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CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Senior bullpen ace Philip Tribe was named WAC Pitcher of the Week for Feb. 11-17 after earning 
the win against Nebraska and getting his first save of the year in a midweek win over Houston. 

Transfers making impact 
by Jonathan Yardley 

T H R E S H E R F.DITORIAI S T A F F 

There are five tools used to evaluate base-
ball players: speed, fielding, arm strength, 
ability to hit for average and ability to hit for 
power. After sweeping its three games at last 
weekend'sCrowne Plaza/Rice Invitational, the 
2002 Rice baseball team appears to have all the 
bases covered, thanks in part to a core of 
transfer students who have stepped into the 
lineup and made an immediate impact. 

"I feel like it's demonstrated that we have 
recruited accurately," head coach Wayne Gra-
ham said. "They fill positions that we needed 
— more hitting, left-handed hitting, great 
throwing catcher, things like that. These guys 
appear to have been what we needed." 

The first to stand out in last weekend's tour-
nament was junior catcher Justin Ruchti, who 
had already impressed with his defense and 
outstanding arm but came into the game hitting 
just .200 (Mor-15) on the season. Ruchti broke 
out with five hits in as many at-bats, including a 
pair of long home runs to left field, to finish with 
12 total bases and four RBI on the night. 

"I was just seeing the ball pretty well that • 
night," Ruchti said. "I had not been hitting the 

way I wanted to up until then, and I feel a whole 
lot better at the plate right now." 

Ruchti was not alone as the hitting star in a 
15-5 win Friday over then-No. 15 Wake Forest 
University, which lost in the regional final to 
eventual College World Series participant Uni-
versity of Tennessee last year. Sophomore 
shortstop Enrique Cruz got things started 
with a 410-foot blast over the center field fence 
in the first inning and went three-for-six on the 
night. Freshman infielder Paul Janish, step-
ping in for injured senior third baseman Hunter 
Brown, hit his first collegiate home run and 
also ripped a triple in his first start. Eight 
different Owls had more than one hit. 

Junior ace Steven Herce was solid on the 
mound, throwing six innings and giving up 
just two runs to pick up his first win, while 
freshman WadeTownsendclosed out thegaine 
for the first save of his career. Sophomore 
outfielder Chris Kolkhorst's stolen base gave 
the Owls eight stolen bases in their last three 
games, quite a change from last season's team. 

"We've always wanted to run," Graham 
said. "It's been a combination of things though, 
some experienced baserunners and teams 
giving us the (fpportiUiity:"V 

See BASKBAI.I., Page 18 
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Indoor teams on track for WAC Championships 
The short indoor track season hits full swing this weekend belts this season, Rice's men and women track and field teams tance, short distance, hurdles, relays and field events. The 

at the Western Athletic Conference Indoor Track & Field had less than two months to reach their top indoor form. Thresher presents its predictions for this weekend. 
Championships in Reno, Nev. With only five prior under their The teams will compete in 17 events, including long dis- — Dylan Hedrick 
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LAST YEAR 

WAC INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1. Rice 144.5 
2. Nevada 119.5 
3. Southern Methodist 9 1 
4. Texas Christian 90 
5. UTEP 85 
6. Fresno State 69 
7. Tulsa 46 

COURTESY SEAN SCOTT 

Junior Allison Beckford, left, Is the favorite to win the 400-meter dash at the Western Athletic 
Confeence indoor champioinships. Beckford will also compete in the 1,600-meter relay. 

Strong women's team enters as favorite in Reno 
Last year: The women won the WAC 

championship by taking first place in seven 
of 17 events, scoring 144.5 points to finish 
ahead of second-place University of Nevada's 
119.5. 

Best bets: Both of Rice's relay teams 
have set NCAA provisional qualifying times 
this season, and if the Owls can make smooth 
hand-offs, watch for fast finishes this week-
end. 

Southern Methodist University will place 
high in the field events as well as the 200-
meter dash and 400-meter dash. SMU ath-
letes hold the top conference marks in the 
high jump, triple jump and shot put this 
season. Three Mustangs have provision-
ally qualified for the NCAA Championships 
in the shot put, and they should continue 
their dominance in the throwing events 
this weekend. 

Showdowns to watch: Plan on junior 
Allison Beckford to have a strong showing in 
the 400-meter dash. Last year's NCAA out-
door champion in the event, she set both 
WAC and Rice records in the event two week-
ends ago in New York and has been named 
WAC Athlete of the Week twice this season. 

Beckford will face off against SMU'sTracey 
Ball, who won both the 200- and 400-meter 
sprints at the Iowa State Invitational three 
weeks ago, setting a WAC season-best time of 
23.83 in the 200. 

Senior Aimee Teteris and Junior Tanya 
Wright both have already provisionally quali-
fied in the 800-meter run this season, but will 
face a tough test from Nevada and UTEP 

runners in the event. 
Outlook: The lOth-ranked women's team 

looks to keep its WAC winning streak alive by 
claiming a fifth straight WAC track and field 
title. 'Hie Owls have been working toward this 
point all year, and hope to keep the momen-
tum from their stellar New York meet going 
into the championships. 

Rice should see outstanding hurdling from 
senior Keitha Moseley, and the Owls hope 
for strong support from their middle- to long-
distance runners, many of whom ran on Rice's 
WAC champion cross-country team in the 
fall. 

Since the moment the Owls returned to 
Houston from their meet in New York, head 
coach Victor Lopez has kept up the intensity 
in the team's training to prepare for the cham-
pionships. 

"We are working on our technical compo-
nents for conference," Lopez said. "If we keep 
everyone healthy and sharp for the confer-
ence, we will be the team to win." 
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KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Junior Erik Mazza, left, will be a part of Rice's star 800-meter squad, which also includes 
sophomore Adam Davis and freshman Daniel Pessing. 

Men must rely on contributions from all members 
Last Year: At last year's WAC champion-

ships, the men faded to fourth place with 83 
points after leading by six points going into 
the last day of competition. Texas Christian 
University, which now competes in Confer-
ence USA, scored 122 points on the final day 
to overcome the Owls and finish first with 
160.5 points. 

Best bets: Junior Ryan Harlan is the 
overwhelming favorite in the pentathlon and 
set an NCAA provisional qualifying mark in 
the 60-meter hurdles in Iowa two weeks ago. 
His time of 7.88 seconds leads the rest of the 
WAC by almost half a second. Look for sopho-
more Ben Wiggins to chase Harlan to a 1-2 
Rice finish in the event. 

Rice's 800-meter runners have been strong 
all season. Led by sophomores Adam Davis 
and Daniel Pessing and junior Eric Mazza, 
the Owls have the potential to finish 1-2-3, 
although SMU's Abraham Ekal, who posted a 
WAC-best 1:51.22 Saturday, will threaten. 

Showdowns to watch: Rice will face 
stiff competition from No. 17 SMU and No. 
21 University of Texas at El Paso in the 
meet. Both SMU and UTEP have strong 
3,000-meter runners and 1,600-meter relay 
teams. While Rice's distance medley relay 
team of Davis, Wiggins, Pessing and senior 
Keith Pierce provisionally qualified with a 
time of 9:44.13, SMU's team automatically 
qualified for the NCAA Championships and 
holds the top time in the WAC this season 
at 9:36.87. 

Also, look out for UTEP's field athletes, as 
the Miners have strong field event competi-

LAST YEAR 

WAC INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1. Texas Christian 160.5 
2. UTEP 97 
3. Fresno State 94.5 
4. Rice 83 
5. Southern Methodist 75 
6. Tulsa 14 

tors again this year, especially in the triple 
jump and high jump. 

Outlook: As has been the case in the last 
few years, Rice will again compete against 
some of the best track and field teams in the 
nation. Last year, the Owls were in first place 
going into the last day of competition, and if 
they can build up a sizeable point lead with 
strong performances in the middle- and long-
distance races, they may be able to hang on 
for an upset this time. 

Junior Vaughn Walwyn can secure first-
place points in the long jump for Rice (he's 
been besting WAC competition by more 
than a foot this season) but the Owls will 
need big efforts from senior high-jumper 
Reed Ballis and freshman triple-jumper Ja-
son Powell to remain competitive in the 
field events. 

"UTEP is the favorite going in," head coach 
Jon Warren said. "We are capable of winning, 
though, if we are more determined and better 
prepared. This meet should be a rallying call 
for our athletes." 

TO: 
CC 
FROM: 
Subject 

Rice Thresher Readers 
All your friends 
Spring Break Advisor 

This Spring Break let's escape to the tropics....right 
here in Texas. Brownsville will be a blast this spring 
with two natipns of excitement. We'll day trip to the 
South Padre beaches...just 22 miles away. Then later, 
two-stap into Mexico for dining, dancing, and great 
music. Plus, we'll escape the high rates staying at foe 
affordable and convenient Brownsville hotels and 
motels. So, what are you waiting for... 

GET HERE AS FAST AS YOU CAN! 
Get the details from: 

Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau 
www.brownsville.org • 1-800-626-2639 

visinfo @ brownsville.org 

Healthy Males 
Needed! 

F a i r f a x C r y o b a n k s e e k s 
professionals and students 18-44 
to participate in a 6 month 
"Anonymous Semen Donor 
Program." In return you get 
Excellent Comp> 

opportunity to 
couples. We 
confidentiality a _ , 
conveniently located at 7707 
Fannin. Compensation can 
exceed $2,000 monthly. 

Call us 713-799-9937. 

E-mail H oustonCryo(§aol. com. 

www.Gametedonors.com 

Help someone achieve 
their dream of a family. 

and the 
crule 

http://www.brownsville.org
http://www.Gametedonors.com
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Final round saves face for Owls 
by John Chao 

THRESHER STAFF 

While the goal of every golf team 
is to break par, the Rice golf team 
had two subpar rounds of a decid-
edly different kind on Monday. 

Sitting in 10th place out of 11 
teams heading into the final round 
of the Southwest Classic at the 
Victoria Country Club in Victoria, 
the Owls were determined to im-
prove on their performance Tues-
day. They battled rough weather 
conditions to close with a score of 
298 in their final tournament before 
spring recess. 298 was the third-best 
score of the day by any team and a 
13-shot improvement over Rice's 
second-round score. 

The team was once again led by 
sophomore Ryan Morgan, who shot 
rounds of 74,77 and 74 to finish in a 
tie for 10th place individually. As a 
team, the Owls finished in eighth 
place, 31 shots behind tournament 
champion Baylor University (885, 
21 over par) J u s t three strokes away 
from sixth place. 

Morgan has been the bright spot 
in a disappointing season turned in 
by the team so far. The sophomore, 
who tied for fourth place individu-
ally at the Rice Intercollegiate Feb. 
11-12, has been the only dependable 
golfer whom the team can count on. 

"Ryan is pretty solid and consis-
tent," freshman Frank Buttacavoli 
said. "He doesn't get into a whole lot 
of trouble." 

Most impressive in the team's 
turnaround was its reaction to the 
weather on the tournament 's final 
day, as the Owls shot their best golf 
of the weekend despite gust ing 
winds that threatened to disrupt the 
play of every golfer on the course. 

Even with this glint of hope, how-
ever, the team was still disappointed 
with its play. 

"We played awful the first two 
rounds ," Buttacavoli said. "Even 
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Despite rough weather conditions, freshman Frank Buttacavoli fired a final-round 
73 at the Southwest Classic Tuesday, a Rice low for the tournament. 

though it looked like we played 
well on paper today, we were only 
mediocre." 

Freshman MattToohey wasmore 
optimistic in light of the Owls' per-
formance in adverse conditions. 

"These 45-mile-per-hour wind 
gusts are conditions we aren't used 
to," Toohey said. "It forces you to 

have to change your game. If you add 
to the fact that some of us are still 
adjusting to college golf, we did OK." 

As the team has been reminding 
itself every week, it has the talent to 
compete. 

"The talent we have on this team 
is ridiculous,"Toohey said. "We need 
to play like it." 

Women's tennis grabs 
two wins over weekend 

by Wei-Han Tan 
THRESHER STAFF 

After dropping another close 
match to a highly regarded team 
in a loss against the University 
of Arkansas Saturday, the Owls 
came back to defeat Sam Hous-
ton State Universi ty 6-1 and 
score their best victory of the 
season Sunday in a 4-3 win over 
the University of Texas at San 
Antonio. 

"We played a little flat against 
Arkansas," head coach Roger 
White said. "The girls fought hard 
but we didn't play with as much 
emotion as we should have. 

"We did a great job in our next 
two matches. UTSA was ranked 
in the top 70 last year and was a 
good test for us." 

The match against No. 48 Ar-
kansas was a tough loss for the 
Owls. The Owls had worked on 
maintaining their intensity in 
doubles play, and it showed 
against Arkansas, but the Owls 
had a hard time finishing their 
opponents off. 

T h e Owls d r o p p e d t h e 
doubles point, losing 8-6 at the 
No. 1 and No. 3 spots and 9-8 at 
the No. 2 position. 

"It was very disappointing be-
cause we were so close in the 
doubles," senior Judith Hagedorn 
said. "After fighting so hard, we 
went onto the court for singles a 
little disappointed. 

"Arkansas started really well 
and took the momentum away. 
All of the matches throughout the 
day were close. It would have been 
very different had we been able to 
close out our doubles matches." 

The Owls came back later that 
day to steamroll Sam Houston 
State 6-1. 

Playing with the same inten-
sity as they did against Arkansas, 
the Owls won all of the doubles 
matches. 

"We came out really focused," 
Briaud said. "They were a team 
that was quite strong. We had a 
lot of energy and jumped on them 
early and were able to pull it out." 

Against UTSA, senior Natalie 
Briaud and sophomore Karen 
C h a o t e a m e d to c l inch t h e 
doub les point . Chao, sopho-
m o r e A n n i e G o o d r i c h a n d 
sophomore Yasmin Fisher pro-
vided the singles firepower nec-
essary for Rice to win the dual 
match. 

Goodrich was named WAC 
Player of the Week for her great 
p e r f o r m a n c e last w e e k e n d . 
Goodrich won all three of her 
singles matches and won two of 
three doubles matches with part-
ner senior Judith Hagedorn. 

"I'm excited," Goodrich said. 
"This is a really big honor. I was 
really happy with my results be-
cause I played well and executed 
the new things that Coach White 
and I worked on." 

After hosting the University 
of Missouri yesterday, the Owls 
continue their homestand this 
weekend by playing Stephen F. 
Aust in Sta te Univers i ty and 
No. 24 Texas Christian Univer-
sity tomorrow. 

"This week we are continuing 
on big point play," White said. 
"We're working on being totally 
invested in the moment and maxi-
mizing our potential." 

ATTENTION 

RICE 
FACULTY 

AND 
STAFF 

ENHANCE YOUR 
PERFORMANCE AND 
CAREER THROUGH 
RICE'S EXECUTIVE 

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS. 

Last year. Rice University's innovative 

executive education programs helped over 

1,000executives expand their business 

knowledge. These same executive programs 

are now available to all Rice faculty and 

staff at a 25% discount. 

You can combine this discount with tlie 

Rice tuition reimbursement benefit to reduce 

out-of-pocket costs even further. 

Programs build skills in leadership, 

Finance, Accounting, Marketing, 

Communications Operations, 

Management, and more. 

For program descriptions, go to: 

www.rice.edu/executive 

RICE To regis ter wi th this d i scoun t : 

4713) 348-6060 

We all know 

is wrong 

So why can't 
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we ? 

Everybody knows that racism is 
wrong. So why does it still exist? Why 
can't we fix it? Maybe the problem is 
too big. Maybe human solutions are 
too small. Maybe we need super-
human solutions, like changed 
hearts. 

To learn about Dr. Martin Luther 
King's solution for racial division, see 
the feature article "Let's Give the 
Dream New Life" on the Web at 
www.EveryStudent.com. 

Photo used by permission. License grantati by intellectual 
Properties Management. Atlanta Georgia, es manager of the 
K;ng Estate 
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Junior guard Omar-Sell Mance connected on six of 10 three-point attempts 
Saturday at Autry Court, but the Owls fell just short in a 63-61 loss to SMLI. 

Owls seek to discover 
how to close out a win 

by Chris Larson 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Call it what you will: the killer 
instinct, clutch play in pressure situ-
ations or, as men's basketball head 
coach Willis Wilson says, "the sec-
ond gear." 

Successful players and success-
ful teams have it, an ability to step up 
their game to a new level when the 
clock is ticking down and the out-
come hangs in the balance. 

Last week, however, the Owls 
lacked that quality, as they dropped 
home games to Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity and Southern Methodist 
University despite holding second-
half leads in both games. 

"Our problem right now is our 
young players don't understand what 
a second gear is," Wilson said. "Great 
players are able to elevate when 
things are on the line. Our young 
guys don't understand that yet — 
they think that you can play one gear." 

The games revealed an undeni-
able improvement in the Owls' play 
— SMU hammered Rice 76-49 
Jan. 17 in Dallas but barely escaped 
with a 63-61 win at Autry Court Sat-
urday. But with just three regular-
season games remaining before the 
Western Athletic Conference tour-
nament March 5-9 in Tulsa, Okla., 
the Owls said moral victories and 
improvement just aren't enough. 

"Now, we have a chance to com-
pete, but when it goes down the 
stretch, great players rise above," 
Wilson said. "We have to have some-
body that defensively can step up 
and do it for one possession, for 35 
seconds, and we have to have some-
one that can step up offensively for 
35 seconds." 

Rice gets the chance to build 
some momentum heading into the 
WAC tournament on this weekend's 
road trip. Last night the Owls faced 
San Jose State University, which sits 
ninth in the WAC standings with a 3-
11 conference mark. Tomorrow 
night Rice faces a stiff test at the 
University of Hawaii, which is sec-
ond in the WAC at 12-2 and has won 

14 of 15 home games this season. 
To stay in the game against the 

Warriors, the Owls will need to find 
a way to get the ball to their inside 
players more effectively than they 
did last weekend. With senior cen-
ter T.J. McKenzie and junior center 
Ferron Morgan sidelined due to foot 
injuries, several of Rice's possessions 
against SMU Saturday, particularly 
in the second half, resulted in long 
three-point attempts or turnovers by 
Owl guards. 

SMU capitalized on Rice's 20 turn-
overs, outscoring Rice 28-12 in the 
points off turnovers category. 

'The first half we did pretty good 
on execution, trying to slow them 
down out of their game," freshman 
forward Michael Harris said. "We 
just got to be patient. We made turn-
overs on seven out of eight posses-
sions — we have to keep our poise at 
that point in time and slow down 
when a team gets on a run." 

Solid defense kept the Owls in 
both games last weekend. On Feb. 
14, Rice held Louisiana Tech with-
out a field goal for nearly eight min-
utes to erase a 12-point Bulldog lead. 
Saturday, the Owls smothered 
SMU's offense in the first half, tak-
ing a 33-21 halftime lead by forcing 
the Mustangs to shoot just 29 per-
cent from the field. 

"We just stuck with our defense, 
played hard-nosed," junior guard 
Omar-Seli Mance said. "They still 
got some looks, but we matched up 
pretty well. We could do an even 
better job." 

Mance is one Owl developing the 
second gear Wilson spoke of. The 
guard torched SMU for a game-high 
25 points on 9-of-14 shooting and 
buried a key three-pointer with one 
minute, 21 seconds remaining, clos-
ing the Owls to within 62-60. 

"It's about being aggressive," 
Mance said after Saturday's loss. 
"When we were tentative, that's 
when they were able to get back in 
the game. When we were aggres-
sive, pushed the ball on them, and 
knocked down shots, we did pretty 
good — we did well enough to win." 

Customer Relations 
Hiring college students with excellent 
phone skills to schedule swim lessons. 

Flexible hours, customer service, 
retail or management experience a plus. 

Miller Swim Academy 
713-777-7946 

S P O R J S N O T E B O O K 

Miss Red wins two of 
five in San Diego 

Miss Red, the women's club 
ultimate team, continued its strong 
season start last weekend with 
solid play in San Diego, the heart 
of ultimate country. 

The 2002 President's Day tour-
nament, hosted by the University 
of California at San Diego, drew 20 
quality women's teams, mainly 
from the powerhouse west coast. 
Miss Red found itself competing 
against three California teams in 
pool play Saturday. 

Rice was only able to manage 
one win, a victory over Stanford 
University's B team. Standout play 
from seniors Alice Hill and Casey 
Roberts along with sophomore Julia 
Baumann couldn't stop the losses 
to Chica, the team from California 
State University at Chico, and Kali, 
the University of Colorado team 
that finished ninth at last year's 
national tournament. 

Saturday's losses put Miss Red 
lower in the bracket play than 
they hoped. Sunday was rained 
out for all but the first game 
against Whitman College, in 
which Miss Red scored its sec-
ond win of the weekend. 

The bracket play continued 
Monday as Miss Red fell in a hard-
fought game to Humboldt State 
University. 

"We wanted to win Monday, 
but we got the chance to learn a 
lot that will work well later on in 
the season," junior captain Emily 
Zitek said. 

The President's Day tourna-
ment was the third for the team 
this spring season. With strong 
zone defense, solid upperclassman 
leadership and a good deep game, 
Miss Red is looking not just to 
compete but to win at the national 

level when qualifying tournaments 
begin in late spring. 

—John Turpin 

Lacrosse beats Trinity 
7-3 in physical game 

In a game marred by sloppy 
play on both sides and a bench-
clearing brawl, the men's club la-
crosse team outlasted Trinity Uni-
versity 7-3 Saturday. 

The game began with several 
offensive mistakes by both teams, 
with the Owls clinging to a 4-2 lead 
at the half. 

"Our offense took a little while 
to get going, which probably gave 
[Trinity! some confidence," se-
nior co-captain Andrew Swinick 
said. "But it was only a matter of 
t ime until we showed o u r 
strengths and our shots found the 
net." 

Both teams vented their frus-
trations on each other early in the 
second half as they traded big hits. 
The intensity increased until se-
nior Jack Dawson's body check on 
a Trinity player led to a bench-
clearing brawl. 

Three players were ejected from 
the game and a total of nine minutes 
in penalties was distributed to the 
two teams. After a 10-minute delay, 
play resumed and the Owls showed 
renewed focus as freshman Andrew 
Brice scored two quick goals to en-
sure the Owl victory. 

Senior Ben Amis led the Owls on 
offense with four goals, and junior 
goalkeeper Adam Gottlieb was the 
star on defense, stopping 17 shots. 

The victory was the fourth 
straight for the Owls, who are now 
second in the Lone Star Alliance at 
4-1. They next take on Southwest 
Texas State University tomorrow 
at the lacrosse field at 1 p.m. 

— Cary Kottler 

Rugby dominates 2nd 
half to beat UT 42-24 

The men's club rugby team 
proved it's down but not out Satur-
day. After being eliminated from 
playoff contention last week, Rice 
finally found its stride to take a 42-
24 win over the University ofTexas 
in what was at first a back-and-
forth game. 

"It was a matter of pride,"sopho-
more hooker Jeff White said. "We 
went out to show that we were still 
a solid team, and did just that." 

Although UT scored first, jun-
ior 8-man Cary Kottler answered 
back by capitalizing on a UT pen-
alty. After another UT score, 
sophomore fullback Gary Printy 
scored twice from Rice's back line 
to put Rice ahead by four at the 
half. 

UTs score at the beginning of 
the second half was its last, as the 
Owls advanced on the back-ped-
dling Longhorns. Senior scrum-half 
Mike Flynn-O'Brien and freshman 
wing Erik Vigen added tries, and 
freshman wing John Hasley inter-
cepted a pass near the midline and 
returned it 50 meters to give Rice 
its final margin of victory. 

Although out of the playoffs 
and plagued by injuries — senior 
prop Garrett Washington played 
on a fractured ankle — Rice has 
shown it is still a force to be reck-
oned with in the Texas Rugby 
Union. 

The Owls will play their final 
game of the season tomorrow at 
Texas A&M University. 

— Benjamin Drake 

Erratum: In the Feb. 15 issue, 
junior locke Jay Christian was 
misidentified in the picture 
accompanying the rugby story. 
The Thresher regrets the error. 

VILLAGE ARCADE 
713-526-1385 

THE GALLER1A 
713-961-3891 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
713-461-2672 

YearRound 

mwearstore. 
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Speed making the difference for Owls 
BASEBALL, from Page 14 

One such experienced baserunner 
is senior center fielder AJ. Porfirio, 
who is second on the team with a .415 
batting average and has three stolen 
bases. That ties him for the team lead 
with Kolkhorst, who has been a rev-
elation since entering the lineup in the 
leadoff spot after sophomore Austin 
Davis went down with a pulled ham-
string in the season's first game. 

" [Austin and I] have lockers right 
by each other, and he was like, 'You 
never know when you're gonna get 
in there,' and it turned out I went in 
cause he got hurt," Kolkhorst said, 

• v "We have probably 12 guys that are 
capable of playing every day and I'm 
just glad to get a chance." 

Kolkhorst has hit .458 in his starts 
in the leadoff spot, with a phenom-
enal on-base percentage of .632 in 
his last five games. 

"I try to just get a good pitch to hit 
and work the count," he said. "I just 
want to get on base — by walk, or 
hit, or get hit by a pitch, whatever." 

Eight different Owls already have 
stolen bases, and the team is averag-
ing two steals per game, while last 
year 's squad stole just 44 bases in 67 
games. One example of how the 
Owls' speed has helped them suc-
ceed came in Sunday's game against 
the University ofNewMexico.Janish 
was hit by a pitch, putting him on 
base with two outs. Janish stole sec-
ond to get in scoring position and 

IN FOCUS: BASEBALL 
Last week: Won Crowne 
Plaza/Rice Invitational with 
wins over Wake Forest (15-5), 
Nebraska (8-7) and New 
Mexico (9-5) before trouncing 
Lamar 7-0 Wednesday. 

What made the difference: 
Homefield advantage. Rice is 
2-0 against Nebraska at 
Reckling Park in the last two 
years, but Nebraska won both 
games in last year's super 
regional in Lincoln. 

Up next: The Owls open the 
Coca-Cola Classic at Reckling 
Park against Louisiana-
Lafayette today at 4:30 p.m. 

scored on a single by sophomore 
backup catcher Jeff Blackinton, earn-
ing the Owls an important insurance 
run in the 9-5 win. 

Perhaps the biggest win of the 
weekend, however, came on Satur-
day against then-No. 11 University 
of Nebraska, which eliminated the 
Owls in the super regionals last 
year. 

"It meant a lot for me, and espe-
cially to the guys who were here last 
year, to come back and beat Ne-
braska," Ruchti said. 

The Owls jumped out to a 7-3 lead 
on Saturday after three innings, but 

senior starter Justin Crowder tired in 
the seventh inning and an unearned 
run in the top of the eighth inning 
against senior reliever Philip Tribe 
tied the game 7-7. Senior second 
baseman Eric Arnold atoned for his 
pivotal error with an RBI double. Tribe 
held the lead in the ninth for an 8-7 
victory. Rice, 7-1 on the year after a 
7-0 win against Lamar University in 
Beaumont Wednesday, moved up to 
ninth in the Collegiate Baseball poll 
and ranks as high as sixth in other 
polls. 

"I'm new to Division I," Kolkhort 
said. "But I know when you can beat 
ranked teams it's going to help you 
later in the year." 

Another ranked opponent comes 
calling this afternoon, when No. 22 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
visits Reckling Park for the Coca-
Cola Classic, another four-team, 
three-day round-robin event. 

The Owls will face the Univer-
sity of South Florida on Saturday 
and the University of Texas at Ar-
lington, a familiar foe f rom last 
year 's regional, on Sunday. Herce, 
the Owls' ace, will start on Friday 
and Crowder, the apparent No. 2 
starter, is expected to throw Satur-
day. Sunday's starter will be one of 
two f reshmen: ei ther Jeff Niemann 
or Philip Humber . 

"[The pitchers] have been huge," 
Ruchti said. "Everybody that we've 
put in there has performed." 

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES 
THAT ARE CLEAR 
AND CONCISE. 
EVEN IF OUR NAME ISN'T. 
Aside from our name, we've always been in favor of making things simple. 
So contact us for smart, easy investment techniques to help you reach your financial goals. 

TIAA-CREF.org or call 1.800.842.2776 

Managing money for people 

with other things to think about. 

RETIREMENT INSURANCE MUTUAL FUNDS COLLEGE SAVINGS TRUSTS INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

Rice opens home season 
TENNIS, from Page 14 

The early point gave Rice the 
lead, but Arizona State wasn't 
ready to concede defeat. For the 
first time this spring, the Owls 
were swept in singles play. 

"The singles matches were 
pretty disappointing on Satur-
day," Mathaes said. "We just 
weren't prepared well to play such 
good teams." 

The Owls again jumped to 
t h e ear ly lead Sunday with 
doubles wins from the Barker / 
Giraud duo playing at the No. 2 
spot, and the team of Morita and 
Rajevac at No. 3. 

This time, however, Rice was 
able to keep the momentum go-
ing in singles play. 

At the No. 1 spot, Barker won 
6-3, 6-3 over 68th-ranked Steven 
Capriati in a hard-fought match 
that was much tougher than the 
score implies. The win helped 
Barker earn Western Athletic 
Conference Player of the Week 
honors. 

J unior Cody Jackson came out 
the winner in another close match 
at No. 4 with a 6-4, 7-6 victory 

while Giraud overcame a first-set 
loss to eventually win the No. 5 
spot, 2-6,6-4,6-3. Morita rounded 
out the Rice win with a 6-2,6-4 in 
the No. 6 spot. 

"I just did what I was expected 
to do," Giraud, who won three of 
his four matches this weekend, 
said. "We came out and really 
wanted to make a point on Sun-
day." 

Saturday's loss was Rice's first 
of the season, and the Owls said 
bouncing back Sunday was cru-
cial to giving the team the start it 
needs to secure an N CAA tourna-
ment bid later this season. 

"We were really motivated 
after Saturday and didn't want to 
lose at all," Mathaes said. "On 
Sunday we just won all the close 
matches, pretty much the oppo-
site of the day before." 

The Owls host the i r f irst 
home matches of the spring sea-
son this weekend, facing the 
University of Louisiana at Mon-
roe and Abilene Christian Uni-
versity today before a showdown 
against No. 28 University of 
Florida Sunday. 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
f e b . 1 4 - 2 0 

RICE 55 HAWAII 54 

Rice (17-7, 11-4) 16 39 — 55 
Hawaii (17-6, 10-4) 21 33 — 54 

RICE 64 SAN JOSE STATE 67 

Rice (16-7, 10-4) 
SJSU (12-10, 7-6) 

32 32 
39 28 

64 
67 

BASEBALL 

RICE 7 LAMAR 0 

Score by innings R H E 
Rice (7-1) 200 0 0 1 103 — 7 14 1 
Lamar (5-5) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 — 0 5 1 
Rice: David Aardsma. Justin Crowder (7), Jeff Niemann 
(9) and Justin Ruchti; Lamar: David Talamantez, 
Kevin Smiley (3), Jesse Floyd (5), Thomas Atlee (6), 
Kyle Stutes (7), Clay Hensley (8) and Matt Gowan. 
Win — Aardsma (2-0); Loss — Talamantez (0-2); 
Save - None. 2B Rice: Kolkhorst (4), Sinisi 2 (5); 
Lamar: Stanton (3). HR — Rice: Bubela (2). Lorsbach 
(3). 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

SMU 63 RICE 61 

SMU (13-11, 8-6) 2 1 42 — 63 
Rice (9-16, 4-11) 33 28 — 6 1 

LOUISIANA TECH 72 RICE 61 

La. Tech (16-7, 10-3) 34 38 — 72 
Rice (9-15, 4-10) 24 37 — 6 1 

NEW MEXICO 5 RICE 9 

Score by innings R H E 
New Mexico (4-10)004 0 0 1 0 0 0 — 5 5 1 
Rice (6-1) 204 101 01X — 9 15 2 
New Mexico: Dan Reardon. Jeremy DeYapp(3), Kevin 
Letz (7) and Scott Tajima; Rice: Philip Number, Jeff 
Niemann (7). David Aardsma (9) and Jeff Blackinton 
Win — Humber (1-0); Loss — Reardon (0-1): Save — 
None. 2B Now Mexico: Cairns (3): Rice: Kolkhorst 
(3), Porfirio (3), Bubela 3 (4). HR - Rice: Lorsbach 

NEBRASKA 7 RICE 8 

Score by innings R H E 
Nebraska (111 102 0 0 0 3 1 0 — 7 11 2 
Rice (5 1) 2 4 1 0 0 0 01X 8 10 2 
Nebraska: Jason Burch, Jamie Rodrigue (2), Mike 
Si l lman (8). Waylon Byers (8) and John Grose. Darren 
Hoffart; Rice: Justin Crowder, Philip Tribe (7) and 
Justin Ruchti. 
Win - Tribe ( 1 1 ) ; Loss - Sillman (0-1); Save — 
None. 2B — Nebraska: Leise 2 (3): Rice: Porfirio (2). 
Arnold 2 (3), Janish (1). 3B Rice: Bubela (1). HR 
— Rice: Cruz (3). 

RICE 15 WAKE FOREST 5 

Score by innings H H E 
Rice (4 1) 300 134 3 0 1 — 15 23 0 
Wake Forest (1-1) 0 1 0 0 1 0 120 — 5 10 3 
Rice: Steven Herce, Wade Townsend (7) and Justin 
Ruchti, Jeff Blackinton; Wake Forest: Ben Clayton. 
Brian Bach (5), Ryan Lewis (6), Greg Russell (7), 
Daniel Davidson (9) and Stephen Ghutzman. 
Win — Herce (1-0); Loss — Clayton (01 ) ; Save — 
Townsend (1). 2B — Rice: Kolkhorst (2), Cruz (2). 
Arnold (1). Sinisi (3), Ruchti (2). Lorsbach (3), Bubela 
(1). 3B — Rice: Janish (1). HR — Rice: Cruz (2), 
Arnold (1), Ruchti 2 (2). Janish (1); Wake Forest: 
Ruziecki (1). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

UT SAN ANTONIO 3 RICE 4 

Singles 
1 Nicole Bouffler (UTSA) d Judith Hagedorn (RU) 7 
5. 6-2 
2. Svenja Fuhrig (UTSA) d. Natalie Briaud (RU) 7 5, 6 1 
3. Annie Goodrich (RU) d. Eva Soderkvist (UTSA) 6 1, 
6 2 
4. Yasmin Fisher (RU) d. Emily Foster (UTSA) 6 2, 6 2 
5. Kateryna Romanenko (UTSA) d. Erika Villalobos 
(RU) 2 6. 6 3. 7-6 

6. Karen Chao (RU) d. UTSA. default 

Doubles 

1. Bouff ler/Fuhrig (UTSA; d. Jeri Gonzales/Fisher 
(RU)8 5 
2. Briaud/ Chao (RU? d. Soderkvist/Foster (UTSA) H-6 
3. Goodrich/Hagedorn (RU) d. UTSA. default 

SAM HOUSTON STATE 1 RICE 6 

ARKANSAS 5 RICE 2 

MEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 4 TEXAS A&M 3 

Doubles 
1) Mathaes/Venkataraman (RUi d. Cook/Ryan New 
port (A&M) 8-5 
2) Barker/Giraud (RU) d. From/Alex Barragan (A&M). 
9 8(3) 
3) Morita/Vuk Rajevac (RU) d Matijevic/Jarin (A&M) 8 3 
Singles 
1) Matthias Mathaes (RU) d. Lester Cook (A&M) 6 3. 
7 6 (4) 
2) Will iam Barker (RU) d. Keith From (A&M) 6 3. 6 3 
3) Ante Matijevic (A&M) d. Prakash Venkataraman 
(RU) 6 3. 6 3 
4) Jarin Skube (A&M) d. Cody Jackson (RU) 6 3. 6 3 
5) Khaled El Dorry (A&M; def. Take Morita (RU) 6 4, 
6 2 

6) Fabien Giraud (RU) d. Derrick Bauer (A&M) 6 4. 6 3 

RICE 5 ARIZONA 2 

RICE 1 ARIZONA STATE 6 

Don't let time run out! 

Buy your GiHScouts 

Girl Scout Cookies today! 
Call 1-888-GSCOOKIE 
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friday FEB 22 
The men's TENNIS team faces the 

University of Louisiana at Monroe at 

9:30 a.m. and Abilene Christian University at 

2:30 p.m. in the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

At 4:30 p.m., the BASEBALL team 

will devour the University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette as part of the weekend's Coca-

Cola Classic tournament at Reckling Park. 

Tomorrow the team will play the University 

of South Florida at 1 p.m. and on Sunday 

they'll try to clinch the tournament at 

3:30 p.m. when they take on the University 

of Texas at Arlington. 

Pianist Alain DeClert and soprano Karol 

Bennett perform in Duncan RECITAL 
Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall at 8 p.m. 

The Rice Players present Keith Curran's 

WALKING THE DEAD 
today and tomorrow at 8 p.m. in Hamman 

Hall (See Story, Page 8). Tickets can be 

reserved by calling (713) 348-PLAY and 

are $4 for students, $6 for faculty and 

staff and $8 for others. 

Sid Richardson College's spring musical, 

Stephen Sondheim's MERRILY 
WE ROLL ALONG 
tonight and tomorrow night at 8 p.m. in 

the Sid Commons. Cost is $6 general 

admission or $4 for Rice affiliates. 

Saturday FEB 23 
The women's TENNIS team courts 

Stephen F. Austin State University at 

9 a.m. and Texas Christian University at 

2 p.m. in the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

The Japan Exchange and Teaching Alumni 

Association and the Center for the Study of 

Languages present CHEN BAO 
a Japanese film, at 7 p.m. in Rayzor Hall, 

Room 123. Hunter Todd of the International 

Film Festival will speak briefly about why 

the film was awarded at last year's festival. 

Come to Autry Court at 7 p.m. to see the 

women's BASKETBALL team 

run over Southern Methodist University. 

CLASSIC' ARCHI-ARTS 
will be held at the St. Arnold Brewery (2522 

Fairway Park Dr.) from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Raffle and costume prizes will be awarded. 

Buy tickets for $12 in advance or $15 at 

the door and T-shirts for $10. DJQX and the 

band 6 West will provide music. Visit 

www.archiarts.com for more information. 

Sunday FEB 24 
At 11 a.m. the men's TENNIS 
team battles the University of Florida at 

the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Head over to Lyle's (in the Lovett College 

basement) to see PINBACKand 
THEPAPERCHASEp'ayat 
9 p.m. Cost is $8 but admission is free if 

you have a Rice ID. 

monday FEB 25 
The annual student-organized LUNAR 
NEW YEAR celebration will be 

from noon to 4 p.m. in the Grand Hall in 

the Rice Memorial Center. Come eat a 

free Asian-inspired lunch and experience 

culture of years past and present. 

Wednesday FEB 27. 
As part of its Body Image Awareness Week, 

the Women's Resource Center sponsors 

"REDEFINING YOURSELF" 
the first of a two-part program exploring the 

images of our bodies on film. The program 

is from 7 to 8 p.m. in Kelley Lounge in the 

Student Center. 

thursday FEB 28. 

WINTER CONCERT 
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Stude Hall in Alice 

Pratt Brown Hall. 

friday MAR 1 
The BASEBALL team hits up 

Southwest Texas State University at 

7 p.m. in Reckling Park. 

Kick off the spring recess by coming to 

«e LE TIGRE w® PANTY 
RAID and Lord Douglas Phillips in the 

Grand Hall in the RMC. The doors open at 

9 p.m. Get in free with a Rice ID or reserve 

tickets for $10 at (713) 666-5555. 

The South Asian Society and the Baker 

Institute present an international panel 

discussion on the situation in Kashmir, 

"Beyond SEPTEMBER 11TH 
and Al Qaeda: the Kashmir Conflict." The 

discussion will address the question, 

"Why is understanding Kashmir important 

in the post-September 11th world?" The 

discussion begins at 6:30 p.m. in Baker 

Hall. Send an e-mail to Simi Gupta at 

simig@rice.edu to reserve tickets. 

The Rice Symphonic Band and the 

Houston Concert Band perform their 

^ Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Calendar 
Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by FAX t 0
 Calendar Editor, 

(713) 348-5238. 
• by E-MAILt0

 thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-
available basis. 

Special Offers for Rice Students! 

Medium 1-topping pizza 
& 2 cans ofCoke * 

38 $7 
P l u s 
Tax 

No coupon required 
Peep Dish may be extra 

Urge 1-topping pizza 
& 3 cans of Coke' 

fs 
m 7 f ~ \ P l u s 
D L J Tax 

No coupon required 
Peep Pish may be extra 

We also serve 

Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 

Coca-Cola® Buffalo Wings Cinna Stix® 

In The Village 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Open 11 am to 2 am Mon. - Sun. 
Above offers expire 7-31-02 

Get The Door. 
It's Domino's. 

TM 

http://www.archiarts.com
mailto:simig@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Open Letters: because you've wondered what they had to say 
Dear Construction Workers, 

Leave me alone. 
— The Rice campus 

Dear Thresher, 
Stop making fun of me. I 

thought we were Mends, How 
come you don't pick on Camacho 
anymore? 

—• President Malcolm Gillis 

Dear Britney Spears, 
My friend Shawn said you're 

joining his band, Five Bucks Off, 
as the hammer dulcimer special-
ist. All I can say is that you better 
not back out Shawn would be 
really upset 

— Slavko 

Dear Rice Tour Guides, 
Hey, thanks for walking 

backwards all the time. It lets 
me get a good look at your 
asses. 

— Willy 
P.S. A few of you should hit 

the gym. 

Dear Rice Community, 
We're not technically "loops." 

Please give us new names. 

— The inner and outer paths 

Dear Archis, 
It would be nice if you could make 

us some cool new instruments. 
— Musis 

Dear Stadium Parking, 
You're wicked far away. If you 

ever want to come over here, you 
can sleep on our couch. 

—The north colleges 

Dear SEs, 
Can you make us some new mate-

rials so we can make the instruments? 

—Archis 

Dear Mr. Campanile, 
You've got a yearbook, a tower, 

an orchestra and some other stuff. 
Please don't conquer the world, too. 
Thank you. 

— Rice Community 

Dear Martel, 
Repeat after me: "Thank you sir, 

may I have another?" 
— Pledgemaster Baker 

Dear All of the Grad Schools 
We Applied To, 

Please let us in. 
— Seniors 

Dear Academs, 
Can you give us some Super 

Sized fries with our Big Macs? 
We've got a lot of work to do for the 
Archis. 

— SEs 

Dear Restaurants That Deliver, 
Is it really that hard to find me? I 

mean, you don't have to go here to 
be able to find the damn place. 

— Any hungry Rice student 
around midnight 

Dear Rice Community, 
Suck it up. 

— Construction 

Dear Alumni, 
Gimme, gimme, gimme! 

— President Malcolm Gillis 

Dear KTRXJ, 
Hello? Is anybody in there? 

I think someone accidently 
pushed me out of the room and 
mistakenly locked the door. 
Can you please let me back in 
soon? I'm getting cold. 

— Harmonius music 

Dear Women's Swim Team, 
I think you're a lot like all 

those Cuban refugees who swim 
to America to escape a ruthless 
dictator, only replace the words 
"to" with "in" and "to escape" 
with "for." 

— Captain Obvious 

Dear All of the Grad Schools 
That Rejected Us, 

That's okay, we didn't want to go 
there anyway. 

— Seniors 

Dear Club 13, 
Thanks. 

Gillette 

Dear Misclass, 
That's it No more for you. I'm 

cuttingyou off. Let's see how long 
you last without me. 

— Dr. Gao 

Dear Pre-meds, 
I'm going to make you my two-

semester bitch. 
— Orgo 

Dear Houston Community, 
Don't even try to fuck with me. 

— Humidity 

Dear College Serveries, 
Your liver and onions really an-

ger me. 

— God 

Dear Houston Community, 
Ditto. 

•Traffic 

Dear Rice Community, 
Why don't you come up here? 

The view is really sweet and the 
breeze is very relaxing. 

— Upper bleachers in the 
stadium 

P.S. You can watch the nurses 
give sponge baths. 

Dear World, 
Hey! Guys? Are you there? 

Hello? Did you forget about me? 
Why am I always the last one picked 
when we play kickball? 

— Antarctica 

Dear Mind Over Madness, 
Y'know, with a name like that, 

you're not making too many 
friends. 
— Members of organized religions 

(5.4 billion people) 

Dear Rice Pool, 
Ifs not that we don't like you, 

you'rejustkindacold and have things 
floating in you. We can still be friends 
though. 

— Rice Community 

Dear Wiess/Hanszen Servery, 
Hey, why don't you change your 

name to Golden Corral? We ama-
teurs are really tired of putting up a 
fight. You win. There, are you happy 
now? 

— The other serveries 

Dear Rice Community, 
Y'all should stop by and see 

me, too. We could chill. Y'know, 
maybe catch a movie. 

— Dell Butcher Hall 

Dear "Sorry About Your Sister," 
My friend Ryan said you're a 

real band. Are you? If so, do you 
have a roadie? If not, can I be your 
roadie? 

— Slavko 

Dear Rice Community, 
Quit picking on me. I don't smell 

that bad. I'm not collapsing that 
much. Ihaven'tbeen fined that much 
money for destroying myself. 

— Will Rice College 

Dear Rice Students, 
Park where you're not supposed 

to. We double-dog dare you. 

— Campus Police 

Dear Rice Community, 
No, you can't see it Ever. Now go 

away before I hurt you. 

— TWIG 

Dear Undeigrads, 
Walk through me. You know you 

want to. All your friends are doing it. 
C'mon, McFly! What are you? 
Chicken? 

— The Sallyport 

Dear Golf and Tennis Teams, 
Can you save us a seat? 

— Rally 

The Thresher's Not the Only 
Thing Coming Out This Week 

g a y . c o m p r o P i l e 
V i e w P r o f i l e 
Personals Home 

cam 57 

Gillis / Camacho 

Reply to this profile 
Find more like this 

Book 'em 
Block 'em 

Last Updated: Dec 13 2001 
Jump to: Vitals 

T h e B a s i c s 

Member name: Sex: Male 
gltcam How "Out" are you?: 
Age: 57 Not at work 

I Relationship status: 
| Committed, but play together 

An anonymous user of gay.com discovered that Gillis has been having his own 
little "Vice President of Students" affair. We all should have seen It coming. 
Didn't you ever wonder why they were both always smiling and jolly? And 
doesn't Camacho spend a little too much time Just walking with his wife? No 
wonder the Rice Men's Group has gotten so much "under the table" funding. 

Want to go to the zoo but don't have the time? 
Then stop by the cardio room at Autry. Hanszen College: a very stout classifieds 

WILLYS PUB 

Taoist Tuesdays 
Foster's Oilcans for 2 bucks 

It's the natural way 

HOUSING 
HOUSE TO SHARE, Near Med. Cen-
ter and Rice U. Large bdrm and pri-
vate bath, $400; bdrm with shared bath, 
$350. 2 living rooms. Males preferred. 
Call Ben. Work: (713) 403-8039. Cell: 
(832) 452-7057. 

HELP WANTED 
SENIOR SYSTEMS administrator -
Supercomputing, Texas A&M Univer-
sity: Develops, maintains, installs, uses 
and operates complex supercomputing 
systems and sub-systems. Provides 
consulting, technical support and train-
ing to users and technical staff. To find 
out more, visit cis. tamu. edu/about/jobs/ 
positions/246.html. Ideal candidates will 
have a strong background in Beowulf -
Linux/Cluster system administration, 
programming (script, C or Fortran), 
computer architecture and degree(s) 
in computer science or computer engi-
neering. Starting salary may be nego-
tiable based on qualifications and expe-
rience. To apply, send resume to 
gib@tamu.edu. Please reference job 
number 020619. Texas A& M is an Affir-
mative Action/Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer committed to diversity. 

WANTED - NANNY for the summer. 
Room, board and transportation avail-
able. Dates needed: <5/3 - 8/9/02. 
Please contact Kelley Wright: (281) 
496-9366 for details. 

EXPERIENCED TUTORS needed in 
Spanish, English, sciences, history and 
math for educational consultant's of-
fice. Please fax resume and references 
to (713) 784-9565, attn. Barbara Kilby. 

WANTED: PART-TIME receptionist 
for private school near Rice Univer-
sity. Mornings or afternoons. $8/hour. 
Star t ing immediately. Contact 
DeeAnne at (713) 523-0660. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
FREE SPRING MAKEOVER! Job inter-
view? Graduation party? Women needed 
to test-market the latest in skin care & 
color cosmetics from MK Signature. 
Before and after photo, free samples. 
Call Tracy today: (832) 545-5328. 

LIKE BEER? LIKE LIVE MUSIC? 
Check out Houstonpalooza this Satur-
day, Feb. 23 from noon-2 a.m. featur-
ing over 15 bands including Bowling 
for Soup, the Custodians and Over-
shot. All ages welcome. Two get in for 
the price of one with Rice ID and over 
21. Garden in the Heights — 3926 
Feagan (between Washington and Me-
morial). www.houstonpalooza.com. 

MODELS NEEDED (female) by pho-
tographer for fashion, glamour and 
Playboy. No experience necessary. 
Phone (832) 594-4167. 

$3,000 FEE PAID TO EGG DONORS. 
"Have a heart—give an egg." Give the gift 
of life to help infertile couples. Reply to 
infi)@eggdonoreenter. com or (214) 5036553. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 

3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or credit 
card, must accompany your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions are 
published according to space 
availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(713) 348-3967 

(713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:gib@tamu.edu
http://www.houstonpalooza.com

