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Ninth college opens Monday 
Martel building ready after summer flooding postponed completion 

by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Despite down-to-the-wire construc-
tion, the Martel College move-in will 
proceed as planned, Housing and Din-
ing Director Mark Ditinan said 
Wednesday. Barring any major com-
plications, Rice's ninth residential col-
lege will open its doors Monday. 

Move-in will begin at 10 a.m. and 
continue until all 171 residents are 
situated. 

In a Wednesday meeting with 
H&D officials, Martel student lead-
ers solidified move-in logistics and 
discussed issues such as security, 
parking and timing. 

Presen t at the meet ing were 
Martel Masters Joan and Arthur 
Few, Project Manager David Rodd, 
Rice Police Chief Bill Taylor and 
Miner Dederick construction repre-
sentatives, among others. 

With construction complete, the 
City of Houston gave the go-ahead 
for residency earlier this week, issu-
ing a temporary certificate of occu-

pancy. Landscaping and other minor 
projects will continue for several days, 
but the interior of the building is fully 
furnished and livable, Ditman said. 

The Fews said the finished build-
ing surpassed their expectations. 

"It's gorgeous," Joan Few said. 
All possible measures will be taken 

to ensure a smooth move-in day, the 
Fews said. Dollies will be provided 
for curbside luggage drop-offs and 
security personnel will be on hand to 
direct traffic and prevent theft. 

Since students will not be allowed 
to park in the Abercrombie Lab Park-
ing Lot until after 5 p.m., shuttles 
will be provided for drivers needing 
a lift back from the stadium. 

An e-mail detailing the relocation 
procedures was sent to Martel stu-
dents Wednesday night. 

Martel President Alice Hill said 
students need to pick up their room 
keys from the college's visiting fac-
ulty apartment sometime between 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday. Stu-
dents can then access the rooms at 
their leisure. 

Commercial moving vans will be 
provided only for on-campus fresh-
men, Hill said. The vans will make 
four runs, two to Lovett College and 
two to Baker College. Martelians at 
the Warwick Hotel, Holly Hall or 
other off-campus locations must find 
their own transportation. 

Be long ings s to r ed in Hicks 
kitchen will be trucked to Martel 
early Monday morning and stored 
in common spaces for later pick-up, 
according to the e-mail. 

Some off-campus students are 
frustrated by the lack of transporta-
tion. 

Sophomore Megan Crumbaker 
said she thought moving vans would 
be provided and now has no way to 
transport her belongings from Holly 
Hall. "First of all they promised over 
and over last year that we'd be in at 
the beginning of the semester, then 
they changed it to two weeks [later]," 
Crumbaker said. "This is just an-
other promise they've retracted." 

"The fact that [the move-in date] 
See MARTEL, Page 6 
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Victory within reach 
Lovett senior Kevin Killer dives for the disc during an ultimate tournament this past weekend in Baton Rouge, 
La. Four coed teams from Rice participated in the tournament against other club teams. 

Web system improves registration 
by David Berry 

THRESHER STAFF 

Today is the last day to add 
courses without a fee, and for the 
first time, add /d rop forms can be 
found online on the Student Infor-
mation System Web site. 

Many students said they feel the 
new system, which most students 
used to register for classes, has im-
proved the process. 

"Ninety-nine percent of the feed-
back we have gotten has been over-
whelmingly positive," Registrar Jerry 
Montag said. 

While the Registrar's Officehas 
been process ing preregis t ra t ion 
forms electronically with bar codes, 
add /d rop forms are still processed 
manually. Students can either com-
plete add /d rop forms online and 
then print them out or fill out the 
old forms, which are available in 
the Registrar 's Office. Both prereg-
istration forms and add /d rop forms 
still need to be signed by an aca-
demic adviser. 

Some students have encountered 
problems with printing preregistra-
tion and add /drop forms. 

"I have Acrobat installed, but I 
tried to print my forms and just got 
blank pages, and I'm not the only 
one," Baker College freshman Gre-
gory Dachs said. 

Adobe Acroba t Reade r , a 
freeware program, must be used to 
view and print forms. 

N e i t h e r M o n t a g no r Barry 
McFarland, the dean for enrollment 
administration, said they had heard 
of such printing problems. The SIS 
Web site sugges t s s tudents use 
Microsoft Internet Explorer instead 
of Netscape Navigator. Students can 
also get help from the Registrar's 
Of f ice by s e n d i n g e-mail to 
reg@rice.edu. 

Dachs and others with printing 
problems were able to print their 
forms from the computers in the 
Registrar's Office. 

The SIS site, sisweb. rice, edu, con-
tains updated course offerings, times 
and locations. Students can also find 

DAN KOCEVSKI/THRESHER 

Remembering a leader 
Mayor Lee Brown speaks at the seventh annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Vigil h^ld Monday at Rice. 

Solicitors hit campus 
by Kevin Grahmann 

THRESHER STAFF 

Rice University Police caught two 
groups of unauthorized solicitors 
trying to sell magazines to students 
at Lovett College Jan. 16 and 17. 
Solicitors also knocked on doors at 
Wiess College, but RUPD was not 
contacted. 

'Two different sets of solicitors 
went around Lovett College, which 
is a hot spot for solicitors who come 
right off Main." RUPD Sgt. Steve 
Reiter said. 

Reiter said solicitors come by 
Rice once or twice a month, often 
putting fliers on cars parked around 
campus. 

Police Chief Bill Taylor said these 
groups tend to focus on college cam-
puses, using young adults to solicit 
students. 

"They load up on the van and 
travel from city to city and they'll 
probably be there anywhere from 

two weeks to months," Taylor said. 
'They'll hit all the educational insti-
tutions in the areas." 

The solicitors claimed they were 
college students selling magazines 
tohelppayfortheireducation. Lovett 
senior Amit Prasad said. 

"He said he was a student here 
and was saying that I could help 
him win some trip or scholarship." 
Prasad said. "He proceeded to hit 
the punch line of having to buy 
magazines from him in order to 
help him. I just said. 'No thank you,' 
and closed the door." 

Lovett f r e s h m a n Brian 
Armstrong said he had a similar ex-
perience with the solicitors. 

"This guy handed me some 'lami-
nated sheets with some lists of 
magazines mentioning something 
a b o u t m o n e y fo r s c h o o l , " 
Armstrong said. "They had a pretty 
good hustle going, they were talk-
ing about all kinds of stuff, trying to 

See SOLICITORS, Page 6 

out whether classes with size caps 
are full. The Web site allows stu-
dents to access their grades, tran-
scripts and financial aid information, 
as well as perform degree audits. 

Students currently cannot access 
the SIS site from non-Rice comput-
ers unless they dial in to the Rice 
network. McFarland and Montag 
both said that allowing Internet ac-
cess from non-Rice computers is a 
priority and they hoped it would be 
in place before pre-registration for 
the fall semester. 

McFarland also said that in the 
near future, he expects that add / 
drop forms will be processed elec-
tronically. professors will be able to 
submit grades via the Web and class 
rosters will be available online. 

Montag has previously suggested 
a preferential registration system, 
where seniors register on Monday, 
juniors on Tuesday, sophomores on 
Wednesday, freshmen on Thursday 
and Friday is open. However, he 
said that such a system is unlikely to 

See REGISTRATION, Page 5 

INSIDE 

Doors wide open 
Brushing up on your lan-

guage skills during the week-
end is now a little easier. 

Rayzor Hall will be open on 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and on Sundays from 5 to 9 p.m. 
The building will be open at all 
times with card access. 

The building was closed last 
weekend because of the holi-
day. 

Dees, Cosby... 
If you wan t J u s t i n 

Timberlake to be your gradua-
tion speaker, send a suggestion 
to the 2003 Commencement 
S p e a k e r c o m m i t t e e under -
graduate representatives Matt 
Haynie at haynie@rice.edu 
or Karla S u s s m a n at 
sussman@rice.edu. 

Other nominations will also 
be accepted. 

OPINION Page 2 
Megawatts make a difference 

A&E Page 7 
Interview with Tolkien professor 

FEATURE Page 10-11 
Baker, Will Rice then and now 

SPORTS Page 16 
Owls invited to NFL combine 

Quote of the Week 

"We're the greatest nation in the 
world, and I promise you, it's 
because we're not all white." 
— Former skinhead Frank Meeink. 
describing what he has come to 
realize about race relations in this 
country. See Story. Page 4. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly sunnv. 38-58 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 44-67 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy. 50-70 degrees 
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Leslie Iiu, Robert Reichle 
Editors in Chief 

Seeing more is not better 
at the Rec Center 

The changes made to the Recreation Center in the past 
year have slowly but steadily improved the facilities available 
to students, staff and faculty who make use of the workout 
equipment. The longer hours and the shoe-tag check-in 
system have allowed more people to work out comfortably in 
the Rec Center. And the new cardio room (temporarily 
relocated while a new window is installed) has a plethora of 
machines that use the newest technology to fit a variety of 
fitness preferences. 

The large glass window will be fitted sometime in the next 
week and the equipment will be moved back to the room. 
Whether you've just swiped your ID card or you're mingling 
by the water fountain, you'll be able to gaze into the cardio 
room and behold its new machines and the people using 
them. 

But do we really want every person who comes through 
the Rec Center to be able to peer into this fishbowl room at 
the tired, sweaty students within? 

Though we applaud the Rec Center staff for trying to make 
the facilities more enticing, we wish they had consulted with 
users of the cardio room before embarking on this venture, 
made possible by donated funds. A better idea may have 
been to fit a one-way mirror into the wall, or even just to install 
windows higher up. 

We Rice students aren't known for getting dolled up to go 
to class, and there's no reason to suspect watching us work 
out would be a pretty picture either — nor should we feel 
compelled to look attractive for onlookers while taking out 
our frustrations on the Stairmaster. 

Expanding, improving 
the way we get books 

Buying books for college classes will always be a drain on 
students' wallets. Bv t it shouldn't have to drain their time and 
energy too. 

Book-buying mishaps at the Campus Store weren't as bad 
this semester as they have been in previous years, but the 
process was still a needless nuisance. The bookstore was 
once again closed the weekend before classes began, prohib-
iting early birds from getting their books in advance. There 
was a marked lack of extended hours during the first two 
weeks of class, which would have been convenient for cus-
tomers. Slow service at the checkout lines made a mess of the 
book-buying process as well, and even at peak hours the 
counters were noticeably understaffed. 

Rice needs a bookstore that's more efficient and provides 
better services to its students. Last semester, a committee 
appointed by President Gillis made recommendations for the 
future of the store. Two of these recommendations (the third 
recommendation is to leave the store as-is) involve 
outsourcing the Campus Store and moving it to another 
location. Both of these necessary changes would improve 
service and make beginning-of-the-semester shopping less 
of a hassle. 

An outsourced bookstore could provide better selection, 
faster cash registers (leading to faster checkout times) and 
longer operating hours. If Rice outsourced to a Barnes & 
Noble-type chain, students could benefit from their estab-
lished network of stores (the upshot of selling out to the 
corporate Man), meaning better prices and faster delivery of 
items that are back-ordered. And a chain would also be able 
to implement a better book ordering process for professors. 

And as long as the new location for the bookstore is still on 
campus—the proposed old Wiess Commons location springs 
to mind — it might even become an attractive place to 
congregate and shop for leisure reading. 

An additional benefit would be that prospective stu-
dents, visiting parents and alumni visiting campus on 
weekends would be able to purchase Rice paraphernalia to 
take home. 

If Rice doesn't want its Campus Store to continue losing 
business to online booksellers, it'll have to seriously upgrade 
facilities (read: outsource and relocate) to compete. But 
since administration members know all this already, it's time 
to take the next step: garnering student and faculty opinion 
and putting those ideas into action. 
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Guest column 

KTRU unique in college radio world 
KTRIJ i s weird. I have only re-
cently reached this conclusion, 
though people have always told me 
this. I understood their reasons, usu-
ally citing the under-
ground music, but as I 
recently learned at the an-
nual College Broadcaster 
Incorporated convention, 
that is only the tip of the 
iceberg. 

Because it is an 
anomaly, KTRU has be-
come a celebrity on the 
national college radio 
scene, unbeknownst to 
most of us. At the CBI 
convention, station man-
agers and music directors from 
around the country knew about the 
station and last year's shutdown 
situation. Some had our bumper 
stickers in their stations; others ac-
tually knew the names of key KTRU 
kids. 

This was a little su rprisi ug, to say 
the least, but the respect and envy 
with which other stations regarded 
KTRU was heartening, and as I 
talked to more radio gurus I began 
to understand the things that make 
KTRU special in the radio world. 

KTRU is free format. The DJs 
pick what songs they play during 
one-third of their shift from the 
playlist, which contains roughly a 
massive 1,500 songs. For the re-
mainder of the shift, a DJ may pick 
from any other CD or record in the 
station — countless more songs. 
This situation is in total contrast to 
some stations that have playlists of 
singles (giving a choice of maybe 
200 songs), or even automated digi-
tized sets, which means the sole 
function of the DJ is to talk at speci-
fied breaks in the programming that 

Ben 
Home 

are determined by the computer. 
The sound is professional, but this 
type of system limits DJ freedom. 

Rice does not have a communica-
tions major, which means 
the people involved in the 
radio station are not look-
ing for careers in broad-
casting. This allows more 
people to be involved who 
have a strong passion for 
music. KTRU kids are all 
volunteers, meaning they 
DJ that 4 - 7 a.m. shift 
because they want to. De-
pending on the radio sta-
tion, station management 
and even DJs are paid at 

some stations. 
Because we are not paid, manag-

ers have a genuine interest in the 
health and content of the station. It 
was a little disheartening to talk to 
many people at the convention who 
were only involved at their stations 
because it was a career move. It 
seems that not being paid allows 
KTRU's motivations to stay pure. 

Most college radio stations are 
small. KTRU is not. There were 10 
watt stations at the convention, and 
even some stat ions that were 
hardwired throughout campus, like 
KTRU was 30 years ago. Most sta-
tions are in the 1,000 - 3,000 watt 
range. Some, because of time-
shares of their frequency, must 
broadcast for half-days or only on 
the Internet. KTRU is huge (at 
50,000 watts in a major metropoli-
tan area), and now that the radio 
market is saturated, KTRU is per-
haps the largest student-run sta-
tion in the nation. 

Also, because of its size, KTRU is 
attractive to label promoters and 
bands, which means quite simply 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Backpage nudity 
irresponsible 
To the editor: 

As a student new to Rice Univer-
sity I was expecting the students 
h e r e to be a cut above. T h e 
Backpage of the Jan. 18 Thresher 
has, sadly, disabused me of that 
notion. Streaking is nothing new to 
college campuses. But it's usually 
limited to the nighttime hours when 
little children aren't around. And 
it's left in the gutter where it be-
longs, not glorified in the school 
newspaper. 

While you were giving this idiot 
a platform where he could brag 
about his exploits, did any of you 
notice the little girl waiting to see 
the Olympic torch pass by. only to 
get an unobstructed view of two 
men's genitalia? She's to the left of 

that KTRU plays what it wants to 
play. Many of the smaller stations 
told me that in order to get service 
(i.e., free CDs) they had to promise 
record companies they would playlist 
their CDs. This partnership is to-
tally foreign to KTRU. We receive 
calls from major record labels (and, 
of course, smaller ones) pleading 
for us to play their newest fledgling 
group. And we tell them they are 
free to send us their records, but 
we'll use our discretion as to whether 
they are fit for KTRU. 

KTRU has also managed to stay 
not only noncommercial, but virtu-
ally unattached to any sort of spon-
sorship. Due to a fortunate situation 
that makes it possible for Rice to 
have a 50,000 watt transmitter while 
paying only minimally for its upkeep, 
combined with the labor of station 
volunteers, KFRU is able to get by 
with a very small budget. 

This means there is no need to do 
underwriting (read: advertising) or 
sponsorship drives. The students pay 
for the operating budget through 
the blanket tax; the administration 
also contributes funds for some other 
necessary expenditures. Though 1 
had thought most noncommercial 
stations were like KTRU, in reality it 
seems that college stations are non-
commercial in law but commercial 
in spirit. 

KTRU is a true gift that we all 
need to be more thankful for. 

Hen Home is KTRU station manager 
and a Wiess College senior. 

the woman you pointed out. Did 
you at all wonder what questions 
her parents had to answer that 
night? 

What bothers me the most is 
that since these two have been iden-
tified, Rice has not had them pros-
ecuted for what is generally consid-
ered a crime in this state. A man 
exposing himself to little children 
isn't funny. We'd never tolerate this 
at a kindergarten. Why is it sud-
denly acceptable at a university? 

All I can say to these two is grow 
up, there are other people in this 
world besides you. And to Rice: 
Better think about the precedent 
you just set. The message I hear is 
not to bring my children to campus. 
There's no telling what level of de-
pravity Rice will expose them to. 

Matthew Hutler 
Continuing Studies student 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Le t t e r s to the ed i tor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
Letters jnust be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. Rice students 
and alumni must include their 
college and year. 
• Le t t e r s should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
For in format ion , contact 
th resh er-ads@rice. ed u. 
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Screaming from a soapbox 

Rice should splurge to improve student life 
I COIlld hug Boyd Beckwith. The 
changes I've seen in the Student 
Center and in the Recreation Center 
certainly warrant it. But since I've 
got some propriety I'll just 
say, "Thanks." 

How different Rice 
would be were it full of ad-
ministrators who changed 
student services as he has. 

T h e r e are a lot of 
things Rice has done well 
for its students. Yet as we 
all know, many areas of 
student services are still 
painfully lacking. 

The sad state of the 
Student Center and the 
gym might be construed 
as reflections of a student body that 
avoids working out and living out-
side its colleges at all costs, but the 
assumption would be false. Just walk 
through the Student Center at lunch 
or go to the gym in the late after-
noon and witness the difficulty of 
buying a sandwich in under five min-
utes or finding an open treadmill to 
run on. Comparable schools house 
athletic centers and student centers 
that shame Rice. No wonder our 
gym was voted the worst in Division 
I. Yet these are hardly Rice's only 
p rob lems . Pe rhaps s t u d e n t s 
wouldn't flock to Subway if the food 
in the colleges wasn't so deplorable 
and the gym wouldn't be so crowded 
if the colleges had more money to 
improve their own weight rooms. 

Rice lags in the technology avail-
able to its students when compared 
to many other universities. Comput-
erized student information systems 
(similar to the one that debuted this 
year at Rice) have been available in 
stronger forms at comparable uni-
versities for years. The availability 
of non-college network access is 
deplorable. I should easily be able to 
bring my laptop to Rice to access the 

Catherine 
Adcock 

network, but I can't. Computer labs 
are neither accessible nor easily 
found. In the cases of the colleges, 
labs are often full of outdated hard-

ware and software. Many 
of these improvements 
would have been central 
to the now defunct plan 
for a new library. After all, 
the noisy, uncomfortable, 
hard-to-navigate library 
falls far short of those 
found elsewhere. 

Finally, there is the 
campus escort service to 
off-campus areas, discon-
tinued this week. So long 
as we have a housing sys-
tem that forces students 

to live off campus, late-night escorts 
to close-by homes shouldn't even be 
an issue. 

All these things should be better. 
It's no secret. No one is arguing 
about which services need improve-
ment. But there are so many rea-
sons changes are hard to make and 
so many more excuses to give. The 
availability of money is just the tip of 
the iceberg of obstacles to improv-
ing student services. Recently, Rice 
has expended great amounts of 
money in order to improve the uni-
versity. Some of these improvements 
benefited the students, some didn't. 
Regardless, I'm thankful for a change 
of direction: for a plan for a new 
library, for my new college, for the 
Humanities Building, for the cardio 
room, for the IT improvements. But 
much remains to be done; much 
more money will have to be spent. 

Making students pay for these 
changes is not right. The proposed 
$200 information technology fee is 
an outrageous cost for systems and 
services that should have been insti-
tuted years ago. Rice has many 
sources of funding outside of stu-
dent tuition and fees. We must turn 

to these and not force financially 
burdened students to pay for ser-
vices that should be already included 
at a university of Rice's caliber. 

Back in the '50s, Rice faced a 
similar problem. Professor John 
Boles once described the quality of 
education here as walking up to a 
fire hydrant for a sip of water and 
getting a deluge forced down your 
throat instead. The attitude taken 
was that the students were lucky 
enough to be getting this education 
for free, so they should just suck it 
up and like it. If they didn't, they 
shouldn't say so. 

The student body and adminis-
tration sought to change the charter 
of Rice University so that tuition 
might be charged. The thought was 
that if students paid a little bit more 
for the education, they could de-
mand better treatment. 

This is not the attitude we should 
take now. Rice is and always should 
be the best bargain in the country. I 
fear that one day this situation might 
change. Students, so disgruntled 
with the state of things might, out of 
desperation, be willing to pay more 
money for things they should rightly 
expect from a high-caliber univer-
sity. 

To avoid this, Rice needs strong 
leadership similar to the kind we've 
seen in the past year or two. Lead-
ership should hold administrators 
accountable for improving student 
services and should demand it be 
done efficiently with the least 
amount of cost passed on to stu-
dents. Exci es and delays should 
not be tolerated. Since its incep-
tion, Rice has displayed the deter-
minat ion to set and mee t 
unfathomably high goals. Today we 
should not let that spirit wane. 

Catherine Adcock is opinion editor 
and a Martel College junior. 

Guest column 

Airport security a heavily armed placebo 
Hey, check out all those armed 
soldiers walking around dealing out 
random bag searches and gratuitous 
pat-downs like candy on Halloween. 
Boy, do they ever make 
me feel safe, at least until 
I s top and wonder if 
they're actually going to 
catch anybody that way. 
In reality, the type of in-
creased security mea-
sures implemented in air-
por ts showcase the 
American tendency to act 
before thinking. 

I would compare the 
FAA's new security regu-
lations to those little vel-
vet ropes that are supposed to keep 
people in line at ticket counters: 
Ordinary people will deal with the 
inconvenience and stay in line, but 
there is nothing to stop renegades 
from going over, around or straight 
through them to reach their goal. 

As I flew out of the Hobby, Love 
Field (in Dallas), Gunnison (in Colo-
rado) and Dallas-Ft. Worth Interna-
tional airports over break, I realized 
that most of the measures taken to 
prevent future terrorist acts in the 
wake of Sept. 11 are purely place-
bos. Let's walk through a trip from 
your car to the plane. 

"Have you received any unfamil-
iar packages from strangers? Have 
the bags you're carrying been out of 
your immediate possession?" Well 
first of all, nobody in their right 
mind would say yes to either of 
these questions if they feel like fly-
ing that day. 

It's just become a routine and 
the responses are pretty much au to 
matic. I'm guessing that most people 
don't even stop to think about their 
answer. Secondly, if I had made a 
bomb and put it in my bag, I could 
truthfully answer no to both ques-
tions. So what's the point? 

Scott 
Selinger 

those scenes from movies where 
loved ones embrace as soon as they 
get off the plane? Well, no more of 
that because only ticketed passen-

gers are allowed at the 
gateway. So anybody who 
is intent on doing massive 
harm to others is prob-
ably going to have to 
cough up the extra hun-
dred bucks to get to that 
gateway. There is no need 
for this restriction be-
cause after all, that's why 
it's called a plane ticket; 
it's a ticket to get on the 
plane, not to the plane. 

While t ravel ing, I 
brought along my minidisc player 
and a small radio. Not once did my 
bag get inspected on account of all 
the metals, wires and electrical gad-
getry, which easily could've been 
detonators. My nail clippers, how-
ever, were the subject of much worrying 
on the part of a few camouflaged men 
carrying big guns. Interestingly, they 
were blunt enough to get through 
the security at DFW, yet too sharp to 
get through at Gunnison. (For com-
parison, DFW sends out over a hun-
dred flights every day, whereas 
Gunnison had only two planes come 
in that day). 

I can pretty much guarantee that 
I can do more dangerous things with 
my electronic devices than I can with 
my clippers. Hell, you can find metal 
objects on the airplane (i.e., ear-
phones, seat belts, soda cans, etc.) 
that could do more damage than my 
nail clippers. This "upgraded" secu-
rity scanning point is nothing but a 
time-wasting nuisance. On a side 
note, I was told to take my Maxim 
magazine, which I was carrying in 
my pocket, and put it though the X-
ray scanner as well, as they suspected 
Alyssa Milano was smuggling some 
big, round metal objects of her own. 

big hoax for the public to buy into; 
it's a cardboard car with a picture 
of an engine inside. The general 
public has less fear due to the new 
measures implemented and would-
be terrorists should theoretically 
be intimidated by them. But what's 
going to happen when terrorists 
find the flaws in this new system? 
How will we find a scapegoat when 
more people die? It's time for the 
FAA to stop pussyfooting around 
and really make the skies safe. 
Now. 

Scott Selinger is Backpage editor and 
a Will Rice College freshman. 

Guest column 

Gender studies classes 
create hostile environment 
A s a conservative woman, I sim-
ply cannot fathom radical femi-
nist theory. I cannot make logi-
cal sense out of women ignoring 
the d i f f e r ences be-
tween men and women 
which, if acknowl-
edged, would serve our 
society much better. 
But trying to keep an 
open mind, I decided 
to broaden my under-
standing and test my 
own personal beliefs 
aga in s t t h o s e fer-
vent ly o p p o s e d to 
them. This pursuit led 
me to enro l l in a 
women and gender studies class. 

As hard as I tried to start off 
objectively, my stomach churned 
just a few minutes into the class. 
From the first few comments she 
made, I already disagreed with 
the teacher's basic ideology as 
she emphasized words like "dis-
crimination" and "gender" in her 
hurry to mold every sentence into 
a bitter jab at white males. This 
type of feminism feeds on the 
notion that a woman must deny 
her individual strengths and com-
pete as a man in "a man's world" 
within the rules of the game, in-
stead of getting creative and bring-
ing out her differing strengths. 

Now, I am not advocating that 
all women stay at home. I myself 
intend on having a hectic career. 
But should it come time for me to 
have children. I would like to live 
in a society where I can feel fully 
comfortable as a woman in both 
the capacities of staying home 
and working. I feel that even now 
women are pressured to work 
outside the home because other-
wise they will be blamed for dissi-
pating years of effort that went 
behind getting women the right 
to vote. 

In the classroom, I finally mus-
tered up my courage to contribute 
to the discussion in an approach 
that was compatible with my be-
liefs so the comments the teacher 
was taking down on the board 
would reflect more than just one 
way of thinking about gender is-
sues. I was dismayed, however, 
when my carefully worded re-
sponse was reinterpreted and re-
corded on the board to reflect the 
teacher's opinion. The words on 
the board reached nowhere near 
the conclusion I had articulated as 
my opinion. It was then that I real-
ized this woman was not there to 
encourage me to think for myself 

Alessandra 
Gonzales 

and help me develop my own an-
swers. She was on a crusade on par 
with a feminism I didn't understand. 

Whatever opinion one may 
have on any of the rel-
evant gender issues 
that cloak this debate, I 
felt my right as a stu-
dent to f r e e d o m of 
thought was violated. 
Isn't it ironic that in a 
setting whose sole pur-
pose is to fight igno-
rance and discrimina-
tion, those evils would 
be practiced in its very 
discussion? It seems 
that here someone who 

does not agree with the main-
stream in these classes is not free 
to have her own opinion because 
it is not the accepted one. In sharp 
contrast to this environment, I 
find that satisfaction inevitably 
shines through in the life of some-
one who has defined his or her 
beliefs and is willing to stand by 
them, whether or not the happen 
to coincide with the mainstream. 

Even though the atmosphere 
I found in th i s c lass was 
unwelcoming, I will stick to the 
challenge of strengthening and 
defending my beliefs — but in 
this case, out of the classroom. I 
hardly see the point of subjugat-
ing myself to the injustice of an 
individual who, unlike myself, 
isn't willing to keep an open mind. 
In my own small way, perhaps 
through discussion around the 
lunch table or in the halls. I will be 
able to gain some ground for those 
who would like the option to think 
for themselves. At the least, dis-
cussions over the disadvantages 
of liberal feminism will give me a 
glimpse into the minds of those 
who think differently. 

I find it startlingly ironic that 
though it is usually a conserva-
tive who is depicted as narrow-
minded, in this classroom my 
opinion had no chance of being 
considered at all, much less a 
chance that it would be consid-
ered credible. Fortunately, I have 
seen this situation and accepted 
the challenge that will only mean 
victory for me. I know that testing 
my values against the popular 
ones of p e e r s will serve to 
strengthen and refine them. 

After all, what is freedom of 
speech worth if you don't stand 
up for it? 

Alessa,mra Gonzales is a Hanszen 
College freshman. 

Moving on, do you remember all All of this new security is just a 
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Former skinhead credits prison for changing life 
by Elizabeth Decker 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

The life of a racist skinhead had 
trapped Frank Meeink in a violent 
cycle until he reformed in prison, 
Meeink said Wednesday evening at 
a speech in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

Meeink spoke about growing up 
in an Irish neighborhood of segre-
gated South Philadelphia and attend-
ing a predominately black middle 
school before being recruited into 
the skinhead movement by an older 
cousin and his friends. 

While in high school, a white su-
premacist Christian fundamentalist 
wing of the Ku Klux Klan called the 
Invisible Empire became his life. 

"Right over my room, on the ceil-
ing in my bedroom, I had a swastika 
flag, so as soon as I woke up it was 
the first thing I saw in the morning," 
Meeink said. 

Meeink explained that violence is 
the central aspect of beinga skinhead. 

"The whole thing about being a 
skinhead is about street fighting," 
Meeink said. "That's why we have 
short cropped hair, that's why we 
wear boots — for fighting." 

Several attacks on minorities kept 
Meeink on the run from the law, 
taking him to Springfield, 111., where 
he worked to recruit members from 
local high schools into the Northern 
Hammerhead skinhead group. 

After kidnapping and assaulting 
a member of a rival gang one Christ-
mas Eve, Meeink was arrested and 
sent to high-security prison. 

Locked in solitary confinement, 
he eventually began reading the 
Bible, which inspired him to fast. 
After he had fasted, the warden 
moved him to a low-security wing, 
where he was welcomed into a Bible 
study group with black inmates. 

"As soon as I walk in, they turn 
around and look at me." Meeink said. 
'Two guys separate, and both offer 

me their hand and pull me into the 
circle. And it was the first time they 
didn't call me 'skinhead boy,' they 
said, What's your name?' They start 
saying 'Our Father' again, and at the 
end, they say, 'Let's thank God for 
bringing Frank to us tonight.'" 

After being released from prison, 
Meeink returned to South Philadel-
phia and hung out with his old 
skinhead friends, but he later came 
to appreciate racial equality. 

"I started thinking — blacks, 
Asians, Latinos, we're all equal," 
Meeink said. "If you have to take my 
appendix out, you're going to cut me 
in the same spot as you are a black 
dude. You aren't going to cut him in 
the back." 

As his beliefs changed, Meeink 
stopped seeing other skinheads. 

"People say, 'How do you get out 
of this stuff?"' Meeink said. "It's the 
same thing as if you have a bad set of 
friends. You stop hanging out with 
them. You just avoid them at all costs. 
If they had a party, I wouldn't go. If 
they were going to a concert, even 
though I had tickets, no loss." 

Meeink began to rebuild friend-
ships with people from his old school 
and neighborhood. 

"All my friends down in South 
Philly took me back in, even the 
black kids I grew up with and played 
football with," Meeink said. 

After the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, Meeink recognized the ideas of 
white supremacists and volunteered 
his information about the movement 
to the FBI. Agents suggested he 
speak with a civil rights group about 
his experiences. 

After his first speaking experi-
ence, he was invited to speak to a 
class of fourth graders and received 
many individual letters from those 
students in response. 

"A week later I got all these letters 
from these little kids, all like. Thank 
you for coming to our school.'" 

Meeink said. "You can't even read 
the half at the bottom anymore b e 
cause I cried on these letters so much. 
Kids wrote, 'I know I'll never get into 
this, I know not to judge people,' and 
it's because of me." 

Meeink continued speaking, but 
wanted to make a bigger impact. 
Five years ago, he started a hockey 
club to help kids learn to work to-
gether. The program now serves 250 
kids of all backgrounds. 

With his own family, a 9-year-old 
daughter and a 4-year-old son, he 
has tried to be honest about his past. 

"I'm honest with them, totally 
honest," Meeink, who is 26, said. 
"That's part of being a dad, is telling 
them about my mistakes." 

Meeink said he thinks his own 
children will never join the white 
supremacist movement because of 
his influence in their lives. 

"People always say, 'What hap-
pens if your daughter gets into this?'" 
Meeink said. "I don't think she will 
because I'm always going to be there 
with her. It's only my advice and she 
can only take it so far, but if you 
respect and love your parents 
enough, you do what's right." 

Meeink said the truth about white 
supremacist movements is they are 
losing support. 

"They're not that big." Meeink 
said. "Sometimes it might just be 
like two or three dudes with a P.O. 
box number that makes them sound 
like there's a whole army of them." 

Meeink said racial tensions in 
the United States arise from the pres-
ence of so many different racial 
groups, but that those groups are 
the strength of the country. 

"Here we get along so much bet-
ter [than in Europe]," Meeink said. 
"We're the greatest nation in the 
world, and I promise you, it's be-
cause we're not all white." 

Hanszen College senior Kirstin 
Engelhardt, one of about 100 Rice 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Former skinhead Frank Meeink points out his tattoos while speaking about 
his involvement with extremist groups Wednesday night. 

Baker College freshman Will 
Conrad said he enjoyed the discus-
sion of a difficult topic. 

"1 thought he really wasn't hiding 
anything — he was very open." 
Conrad said. "He was very confident 
talking about every aspect of what 
he had gone through." 

The speech was sponsored by 
.ADVANCE and the Rice Program 
Council. 

community members at the speech, 
said she was impressed that so many 
people from Meeink's past accepted 
him after he rejected the teachings 
of the extremist groups. 

"It's pretty amazing to see people 
going out of their comfort zone to 
reach out to him even though he had 
wronged them so much, and being 
so willing to accept him," Engelhardt 
said. 
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P O L I C E BLOTTER 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Jan. 14-21. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College Jan. 14 

Academic Buildings 

Keck Hall Jan. 15 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Jan. 16 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Jan. 16 

Abercrombie Lab Jan. 18 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Jan. 18 

Other Buildings 
Recreation Center Jan. 14 

Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
Cohen House Lot 

Other Areas 
University Police 

Jan. 17 

Jan. 21 

Jan. 18 

Bike tire stolen from a secured 
bike. 

Wallet stolen. 

Video camera stolen. 

Bike stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Coca-Cola employee reported 
a vending machine was 
vandalized and an unknown 
amount of money was taken 
from the machine. 

Basketball spectator issued 
criminal trespass warning and 
a municipal citation for 
disorderly conduct. 

Visitor reported someone hit 
her car on Saturday. 

Harris County Sheriff's 
Department traced a 
runaway juvenile to the Rice 
campus and requested 
officers be on the lookout for 
her. 

Erratum 

In the art icle "Premium Cable Cut" in the Jan. 1 8 issue, "Sex and the 
City" was m isnamed. 

The Thresher regrets the error. 

Registrar proposes upgrades 
REGISTRATION, from Page 1 
be instituted in the near future. 

Montag is pleased Rice has up-
graded its services to students. 

"Rice students were not always 
afforded the opportunity to use tech-
nology like students at other institu-
tions," Montag said. 

The new SIS site was developed 
under the leadership of McFarland 
and Andrea Martin, the director of 
enterprise systems and applications. 

It was programmed entirely by Rice 
faculty and student workers. 

"It's a much better system and 
something that Rice should always 
have had." Brown College senior 
Fiona Burke said. 

Work on the Web interface for 
online registration began in Octo-
ber 1999 under then-acting registrar 
McFarland. Testing of preliminary 
versions of the system began last 
year at Wiess College. 

STUDENT TRAVEL 
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Non-credit cooking 
class open to seniors 

Seniors will have the chance to 
learn how to cook like college chefs. 

Chef Roger Elkhouri will be of-
fering a no-credit cooking class for 
graduating seniors this spring. The 
class will probably start sometime in 
February, Elkhouri said, and will 
probably be held in the Baker Col-
lege kitchen. 

Students will learn to prepare a 
different menu during each of the 
course ' s 10 three-hour sessions. 
Elkhouri will adapt meals he once 
cooked at Brown College and cur-
rently prepares at Baker. 

Each menu consists of an appe-
tizer, two entrees, soup, a vegetable 
dish, bread and a dessert. The menu 
for the last session is a grand buffet. 

Housing and Dining Director 
Mark Ditman came up with the idea 
for a cooking class after observing a 
similar class during a visit to Harvard 
University two years ago. 

The recipes students will learn 
yield about four servings. Students 
will learn to make a wide variety of 
dishes ranging from the everyday to 
more elegant cuisine. The class is 
designed to teach students how to 
cook for themselves and guests af-
ter they graduate. 

"[The class will] show the stu-
dents how to shop in the supermar-
ket and have a good knowledge of all 
the food and how to create beautiful 
meals in their houses from fresh 
ingredients," Elkhouri said. 

Elkhouri anticipates a lot of stu-
dent interest in the new class. 

"I think it's going to get a lot of 
big responses," Elkhouri said. "[Se-
niors] are going to graduate and 
they will have some kind of training 
how to cook for themselves. They're 
not going to move in with mom and 
eat ramen noodles." 

The class will be open to two 

NEWS IN B R I E F 

graduating seniors from each of the 
nine colleges and two seniors cho-
sen by the Student Association. Each 
college's president is responsible for 
choosing which two students get to 
enroll in the class. 

Prown College President Mike 
Chapman said he randomly picked 
two seniors. By chance, Chapman 
was one of the two students chosen 
to participate in the class. 

"I think the class is a good idea 
because it gives the students practi-
cal knowledge that will help them in 
everyday life when they leave Rice," 
Chapman said. "In a couple years I 
think it will become a popular class 
because almost everyone wants to 
be a good cook." 

In addition to learning to prepare 
the meals, students will also get to 
reap the benefits of their culinary 
creations. 

"They get to eat the food at the 
end," Elkhouri said. "That's the best 
part." 

The class is still being developed. 
"It's like a test for us," Elkhouri 

said. 
Twenty students is only a start-

ing point, and the class size may 
change in the future. Elkhouri said 
he and Ditman understand the de-
mands on student time and designed 
the class so students won't be lost if 
they miss a session or two. 

Elkhouri is also developing a 
cookbook to accompany the class 
which may in the future be available 
to all students. 

Elkhouri came to Rice in the fall 
of 2000 after working at the Omni 
Hotel in Houston. 

— Alison Griffith 

Off-campus escort 
service discontinued 

The Rice escort service will no 
longer transport students to off-cam-
pus locations, with the exception of 

1 
• • • • • • • • • 

the Graduate Apartments. 
Rice University Police Depart-

ment Chief BillTaylor said the policy 
of the escort service has always been 
to serve only on-campus areas and 
that this decision makes the service 
the way it is supposed to be. 

"We had to just take it back to 
what it had to be originally," Taylor 
said. "It's unfortunate, but those 
things tend to get abused. We are 
very conce rned that people ge t 
around safely, but the reality was 
that people got to using it as a taxi 
service." 

Will Rice senior Casey Roberts 
said the escort service was the most 
convenient way to help students get 
off-campus as well as help those in a 
bind. 

However, Roberts said, most 
people at Rice have people to turn to 
and won't get stranded. 

The escort service runs from 
10:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. 

Taylor said the police department 
would like to continue offering the 
service, but resources to do so are 
not available. 

"Every time one of our people 
goes off campus to do an escort, that 
means the service isn't available on 
campus," he said. "You are serving 
off campus by depleting the services 
on campus." 

Taylor said the on-duty shift ser-
geant has the authority to decide if 
the service should be used off cam-
pus in unexpected situations. 

"There are some circumstances 
that will come up periodically," Tay-
lor said. "We will have occasions 
where in the middle of the night, 
we'll have a student who needs medi-
cation and ... we've taken them over 
to get medication in the past. If [the 
on-duty shift sergeant feels there is] 
an appropriate need then they can 
do it. But we can't be running two 
blocks off campus because [some-
one] stayed too late." 

— Rachel Rustin 
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Martelians anticipate 
smooth transition 
MARTEL, from Page 1 
isn't a weekend seems like they 
should be more accommodating to 
our schedules and have a moving van 
to pick things up," Crumbaker said. 

Martel Room Jack Coordinator 
Anna Friedberg said only 10 stu-
dents remain at Holly Hall under the 
official Martel plan, and that reloca-
tion should not present a problem. 

"I'm sure that in the spirit of 
community people will be willing to 
help each other," Friedberg, a 
sophomore, said. "At this point, if 
someone is in dire need, we will 
find a way to get their stuff to Martel. 
We're not going to leave anybody 
stranded." 

The new North Colleges Servery 
should be finished by Feb. 18 and will 
be dishing out food by the end of that 
month. In the interim, Martelians 
have several dining options, includ-
ing other college kitchens or pos-
sible all-college meals at Sammy's or 
in Martel common spaces. 

"We'll be anxious to open the 
commons and the servery," Arthur 
Few, a physics and astronomy pro-
fessor, said. "We've got a lot to look 
forward to in the next few weeks." 

Since not all of Mattel's 229 mem-

bers will be residing on campus this 
semester, some of Martel's four- and 
six-person suites will remain un-
opened, the Fews said. Of 232 avail-
able beds, 171 will be occupied. 

'We're not going to 
leave anybody 
stranded.' 

— Anna Friedberg 
Martel room jack coordinator 

An official dedication ceremony 
is planned for April 4, but for many, 
move-in day will be the true culmina-
tion of years of planning. 

"We are all totally psyched to be 
moving into Martel," Hill said. "I have 
a feeling that parties will abound." 

Sophomore William Price said he 
anticipates not only a smooth move-
in, but also a rewarding term at his 
new college. 

"It's been rough water, but I think 
in the end the transfer will be worth 
it," Price said. 

Vendors visit Lovett 
SOLICITORS, from Page 1 
be very friendly." 

Armstrong said he told the 
solicitors he did not have money 
to buy their magazine subscrip-
tions. 

"I told them I couldn't afford 
magazines and they left ," 
Armstrong said. "After a few min-
utes it kind of started bothering 
me and I called [RUPD at exten-
sion] 6000." 

Reiter said RUPD received 
several phone calls about the so-
licitors each day. 

RUPD found the solicitors in 
the walkways of Lovett, Reiter 
said. 

"We issued criminal trespass-
ing warnings to them and told 
them if they came back on cam-
pus they would be taken to jail," 
Reiter said. 

RUPD also ran background 
checks on the solicitors to see if 
they had any warrants, Reiter 
said. 

"Many of them have had a 
checkered past," Reiter said. 
"These people are not people 
you want to take home to 
Momma. Some of the solicitors 
have warrants out for their ar-
rest." 

Reiter said that although so-

licitors appear to be selling maga-
zine subscriptions and other 
items, they may actually be look-
ing for dorm rooms to rob. 

Solicitors may also try to get 
personal information to use to 
their advantage. 

'These people are not 
people you want to 
take home to 
Momma.' 

— Sgt. Steve Reiter 
Rice Police Department 

"When you get a subscription 
you give out a lot of personal 
information," Reiter said. People 
can steal your identity with this 
information." 

Solicitors must have approval 
from the administration to sell 
items on campus. In the past, 
RUPD has had problems with 
unauthorized solicitors. 

"We go through this once or 
twice a month," Reiter said. "I 
have never seen solicitors that 
have had approval." 
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E-mail: jobs@micron.com 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDA TIONS 

EOR EVENTS ARJUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

JAN. 31, 2002. 

D I T 0 R S 

t 

picks 

S u n d a y 

KANDAHAR 

This acclaimed film from Iran 

4 depicts the story of a woman 
* 

trying to prevent her sister's 

suicide as a protest to 

f Afghanistan's ruling Taliban. A 

I panel discussion will follow the 

a preview screening. The film 
I 

opens in Houston Feb. 1. 

$ 5 , $4 students. 5 p.m. 

The Caroline Wiess Law 

Building at the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Houston. 

1001 Bissonnet St. For more 

info, call (713) 639-7531. 

o n g o i n g 

LUMUMBA 

Lumumba is based on the last 

days of Patrice Lumumba. 

| who became the first elected 

prime minister of Congo 

in 1960. The film had a 

brief theatrical run in 

Houston in late 2001. 
\ 
\ $5, $4 students. Tonight, 

tomorrow, Wednesday 

and Thursday at 7 and 

9:30 p.m.; Sunday at 

J 5 and 7:30 p.m. Rice 

Media Center. For more 
t info, call (713) 348-4853. | 

o n g o i n g 

i Roa lii vs,i mi. VENT com.' 

TEXAS FIAGS: 
1836-1945 

This new exhibit features 

32 flags that have flown 

over Texas soil, including 

those from the Battle of 

San Jacinto, the Civil War 

and Teddy Roosevelt's 

Rough Riders. 

$ 5 , $2.50 students. Closed 

Mondays. The Caroline Wiess 

Law Building at the Museum 

of Fine Arts, Houston. 

1001 Bissonnet St. For more 

info, call (713) 639-7300. 

'Black Hawk Down' wages 
non-stop war on the senses 
Melissa Bailey 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Black Hawk Down is director Ridley 
Scott's portrayal of the disastrous Octo-
ber 1993 United Nations peacekeeping 
mission in Mogadishu , Somalia, in 
which American soldiers sent to abduct 
top lieutenants of the Somali warlord 
Mohamed Farrah Aidid became in-
volved in a conflict that left both Soma-
lisand Americans dead. Considered by 
many an embarrassment , a failure and 
a rallying point for those who oppose 
U.S. involvement in conflicts abroad, 
the episode has been scarcely acknowl-
edged until now. 

'black hawk down' 

Rat ing : itiririt 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

Black Hawk 
Mogadishu, 

SIDNEY BALDWIN/REVOLUTION STUDIOS 

helicopters drop off U.S. troops in the middle of 
Somalia, in Black Hawk Down. 

Black Hawk Down gets off to a some-
what shaky start, with groups of fresh-
faced young soldiers arriving in Africa 
by the planeload, swaggering about and 
exchanging jokes and dares in a jaunty 
camaraderie reminiscent of Top Gun. 
Many faces are familiar from Pearl 
Harbor, as is much of the rhetoric. Boys 
spout lines like, "I'm here to kick some 
ass," play with their high-tech equip-
ment and establish their cha rac te r 
types, from the young soldier eager to 
prove himself to the grizzled and surly 
g e n e r a l . Idea l i s t Staff Sgt . Ma t t 
Eversmann (Josh Hartnett) is the story's 
focus. He's not so much a main charac-
ter as a point of reference, a face the 

movie can return to f rom time to t ime to 
give some coherence and s t ructure to 
the plot. 

T h e beg inn ing sequence , which 
could have been lifted without alter-
ation from practically any war movie 
ever made, can be tedious and has little 
to do with the movie's story line. The 
bulk of the movie takes place in a com-
pletely different world, and this is what 
makes the beginning so necessary. The 
innocence, the jaunty confidence and 
the absolute ordinariness of the charac-
ters make what they must later endure 
so tragic. 

Almost from the beginning, their 
mission goes horribly wrong. Descend-
ing from a Black Hawk helicopter, a 
soldier loses his hold and falls 60 feet. 
As vehicles rush to get the wounded 
man back to base, fighting and confu-
sion break out. Another helicopter is 
hit by a rocket-propelled grenade and 
crashes five blocks away. From then 
on, the movie becomes a race to rescue 
the survivors and escape the city alive. 

Black Hawk Down s Mogadishu is a 
world as consummately realized, self-
contained and surreal as any o ther of 
Ridley Scott 's creations, from Blade 
Runner to Gladiator to Alien. The ac-
tion is intense and focused, center ing 
on a few debris-strewn blocks in the 
middle of a single ne ighborhood. T h e 
city is a confused jumble of rubble — 
paper-thin facades crowding against 
crumbling stone, burned and twisted 
shells of cars, broken windows and 
silent doorways, all in pale ear thy col-
ors. Outside the city, the deser t and 

See HAWK, Page 9 
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Count on 'Monte Cristo' 
to be a disappointment 

LOVE THAT PIPEWEED 

Natasha Alvandi 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The latest film version of The 
Count of Monte Cristo makes Dumas 
sound more like dumbass . 

'the count of 
monte cristo' 

Rating: * * 
(out of five) 

Opens today. 

It may have big-breasted women, 
master swordplay and a dude with 
revenge on his mind, but it's far too 
commercialized to allow for any sur-
prises. Bad people are bad, good 
people are good. At some point, the 
hero will say something to the ex-
tent of "Oh geez, I'm the luckiest 
man in the world." End of story. 

The plot does have its interest-
ing m o m e n t s . E d m o n d D a n t e s 
Games Caviezel, Angel Eyes) is ac-
cused of t reason by his best friend 
Fernando Mondego (Guy Pearce, 
Memento) and imprisoned for 13 
years . As if t ha t ' s not e n o u g h , 
Mondego marr ies Dantes ' woman, 
Mercedes . Of course , when Dantes 
finally does break out of jail, he 
vows to take revenge on those who 
have wronged him. 

Now this revenge plan is all fine 
and good, but possibly because of 

the way Kevin Reynolds 
(Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves) d i r e c t s t h e 
movie or the way the 
s t o r y w a s o r ig ina l ly 
a d a p t e d by inexpe r i -
e n c e d f i l m w r i t e r Jay 
Wolpe r t , t he r e v e n g e 
theme is a complete flop. 
While the novel makes 
sure that Dantes never 
actually murders anyone 
(he does take care that 

their lives are made appropriately 
miserable for their cr imes) , the 
movie has him killing left and right. 
Unlike in the book, there is no clear 
motivation behind Dantes ' persis-
tent and cutthroat vengeance. He is 
depicted as an unforgiving rich guy 
out for blood. 

Part of the problem may have 
come from the fact that some books 
just don't translate well onto the big 
screen. Dumas does have a way with 
adventure, but when more complex 
emotions are required of his sword-
brandishing characters a two-hour 
film is too constricting (think of The 
Man in the Iron Mask flop starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio). 

Although the plot is unoriginal, 
the movie does have its redeeming 
qualities. The cinematography by 
Andrew Dunn (GosfordPark) is beau-
t i fu l , wi th s w e e p i n g v i s t a s of 
Ireland's coast, and an appropriately 
dismal and dank Chateau d'If. The 
scene when the Count of Monte 
Cristo comes into a party in a hot air 
balloon is quite mesmerizing. 

But the vistas and attractive pe-
riod d ress do not make this movie 
worth it. Besides the priest (who 
lies from time to time, but has a 
good heart overall), the characters 
a r e pa in fu l ly o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l . 
Watching the movie is more like 
viewing a really bad Saturday morn-
ing cartoon. The roadrunner runs. 
The coyote chases and always gets 
thrown off cliffs. There ' s never a 
moment when we see the coyote do 
s o m e t h i n g o u t of c h a r a c t e r . 
Edmond Dantes is all about re-
venge. His ex-fiancee is all about 
love. His best friend is all about 
betrayal. Most human beings ex-
press more complicated emotions. 

The movie did have its comical 
moments . When Dantes escapes 
from prison, he comes across a band 

See COUNT, Page 8 

Tolkien prof Chance 
unsatisfied by 'Ring' 
Rober t Reichle 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Since it opened Dec. 19, The 
Fellowship of the Ring h a s t a k e n 

in more than $ 2 5 0 million at the 
box office and h a s garnered 
a lmos t unanimously posit ive 
reviews from film critics. Both 
casual and harder-core f ans of 
J. R. R. Tolkien's Lord of the 
Rings book trilogy have flocked 
to this first of three fantasy ad-
venture epics, and director Peter 
Jackson must be happier than a 
sa ted hobbit to know that his 
film even has some Oscar buzz 
going for it. 

But even though it 's quite an 
accomplishment to p lease f ans 
who have happy childhood memo-
ries of Frodo's ques t to destroy 
the One Ring, satisfying genuine 
Tolkien scholars is an entirely 
different matter. 

Engl i sh P r o f e s s o r J a n e 
Chance is a Rice medievalist 
who specializes in, among other 
topics, Tolkien's modern medi-
eval masterpiece. Twenty or so 
newspapers , journals and media 
outlets, including TV Guide and 
National Public Radio, have in-
terviewed her about Tolkien and 
his work. As someone who h a s 
r e a d The Lord of the Rings nu-

merous t imes and is currently 
teaching English 3 1 8 : J. R. R. 
Tolkien, Chance viewed the film 
with a trained eye. 

"I think it 's a good adventure 
flick if t ha t ' s the kind of genre 
that you like," s h e said. "But if 
you've read the book, if you've 
read the epic a s many t imes a s 
I have, you notice the differences 
between the script and the de-
velopment o f . . . Frodo's charac-
ter in the novel and what you 

have in Peter Jackson ' s [film]." 
Frodo Baggins, the diminu-

tive protagonist of Fellowship, 
carries an evil and powerful ring 
ac ross the countryside in the 
film's first act. In the book, he 
and his three hobbit compan-
ions have a ser ies of encounte rs 
with local creatures and minions 
of t h e da rk lord S a u r o n . 
Jackson ' s nearly three-hour film 
omits some of t h e s e ep i sodes to 
fit the time constraints of a the-
atrical feature, and Chance said 
this decision changes the bas i s 
of Frodo's character. 

"The problem is, I don' t really 
th ink [ J a c k s o n ] u n d e r s t o o d 
Tolkien," she said. "He doesn ' t 
really understand the way Frodo 
is meant to evolve through a 
ser ies of t e s t s and encounters 
with various kinds of adversar-
ies." 

C h a n c e s a id t h e b o o k ' s 
s c e n e s with the Tom Bombadil 
character, which demonst ra te 

Tolkien's views on the "re-
generative power of nature," also 
show Frodo becoming coura-
geous and heroic. An encounter 
with Farmer Maggot, also ex-
cluded from the film, shows more 
character development. 

"You don't s ee , for example. 
Farmer Maggot," she said. "Now, 
he may not be a very important 
adversary when we're thinking in 
te rms of Sauron and Saruman 
and some of the other creepy, 
evil figures [Frodo] will deal with, 
even if indirectly. His concept of 
evil is so immature when he first 
runs into Farmer Maggot. . . . He 
thinks Farmer Maggot is this ogre 
b e c a u s e h e ' s thinking of him in 
childlike terms, in childish te rms. 

See CHANCE, Page 9 
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'Lantana' a tough web to sit through 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

Movies about broken marriages 
are difficult to endure and, I suspect, 
even more difficult to make prop-
erly. They have a tendency to mirror 
their characters' most infuriating 
behaviors — hemming and hawing 
about uncomfortable emotions, mak-
ing inarticulate observations about 
love and betrayal, spinning their 
wheels, and occasionally making 
belated efforts to set things right. 

lantana' 

Rating: * * 
(out of five) 

Opens today. 

Ang Lee's 1997 weeper The Ice 
Storm possessed all but the last of 
those characteristics, and the result 
was a well-made but empty exercise 
in hand-wringing. Now we have Ray 
Lawrence's Lantana, a similarly-plot-
ted movie that for its first 115 min-
utes appears to be headed in the 
same direction before finally, merci-
fully, holding out hope that some of 
the characters might get their act 
together. 

Lantana tells four overlapping 
stories, all of which involve crum-
bling marriages. The most interest-
ing characters are Valerie and John 
Sommers (Barbara Hershey and 
Geoffrey Rush, Breakfast of Champi-
ons and Quills), spouses whose 
daughter's tragic death seems to 
have killed their love for each other 
as well. Valerie has written a book 
about her loss in a vain attempt to 
cope, while John avoids his wife in 
order to hide his own grief. The 
saddest, cruelest line in Andrew 

Bovell's script comes when John 
snarls at Valerie, "Of course I think 
about her. I just don't need to write 
a book about it." 

Also in the mix are Jane (Rachael 
Blake), a embittered, alcoholic 
housewife; Leon (Anthony 
LaPaglia), a burned-out cop who's 
having an affair with Jane; Claudia 
(Leah Purcell), Leon's partner and 
Greek chorus; and Sonja (Kerry 
Armstrong), Leon's long-suffering 
wife. 

Against this backdrop of marital 
misery, it is both a relief and a treat 
to watch the interactions between 
Paula (Daniela Farinacci) and Nik 
(Vince Colosimo), the only married 
characters in this film who know 
how to be honest with each other. At 
one point, Paula lays the cards face 
up on the table as she folds Nik's 
socks: "You fuck with our marriage 
and I'll cut your balls off. There's a 
thin line between your socks and 
your jocks." 

It will come as no surprise that 
the other, dysfunctional couples in 
Lantana do not have Paula's knack 
for emotional honesty. And let's face 
it: The observation that lack of com-
munication can wreck a marriage 
may be true, but it's not very illumi-
nating. The real question is whether, 
and how, two people can fix a mar-
riage if they have to learn communi-
cation after the fact. To the movie's 
credit, it doesn't offer a pat answer to 
this question — but it doesn't skirt 
the issue either, especially when 
things come to a head between Sonja 
and Leon. 

I have said very little about the 
plot, but then there's very little that 
needs saying. There's eventually a 
subplot involving a disappearance 
and a murder investigation, but the 

mystery is not the point of the movie. 
It's strictly there as a means of get-
ting uncomfortable truths out in the 
open, so that the characters have 
the opportunity to break out of their 
rut of coldness and deception. 

The problem, however, is that 
Lantana gets stuck in a rut of its 
own and stays there too long. For 
the better part of two hours we are 
shown nothing but a bunch of adults 
who screw up other people's lives 
as well as their own simply because 
they don't know what else to do. To 
be fair, we are not asked to pity 
them, and we also sense that some 
of them genuinely want to make 
things better. 

A bigger problem is that Lan-
tana tries to tell too many stories at 
once, which is a fatal mistake in a 
movie whose success depends on 
how deep it goes into the charac-
ters' heads. Personally, I would have 
preferred it if Lantana had focused 
exclusively on the relationship 
between Valerie and John. Their 
marriage is not only the most inter-
esting but also has the most reason 
to fail. Bovell clearly understands 
that a child's death can wreck even 
the strongest marriage, but by 
spending so much time on people 
like Leon and Jane he unintention-
ally trivializes the challenges fac-
ing the Sommerses. 

This is a tough call to make. On 
one hand, Lantana deserves credit 
for tackling the issues it does. On 
the other hand, throughout the 
movie I felt as if I were rubberneck-
ing at the site of a four-vehicle mari-
tal car wreck. At least Lantana gave 
me a reason to root for some of the 
people injured in the crash. How-
ever, that doesn't mean I'd suggest 
paying $8 to see it. 

Hans Graf 
Music Director 

Inaugural Season 

COLLEGE CLASSICS 
A U v ^ u e tVo^-va.™ -Po\- Ca&Se^e S t w l e v \ t s 

"Music making should be the 
greatest fun on Earth, and I think 
we surely will have fun." Hans Graf 

Enjoy the exciting Houston Symphony 
2001-2002 College Classics Series. This 

exclusive offer for college 
students provides: 

• 6 concerts for only $42 (a savings of 
30% over Student Rush tickets) 

• Internationally acclaimed guest artists 
including Joshua Bell, Sarah Chang, 
and Andre Watts 

• Meet and mingle with Houston 
Symphony musicians 

• Career networking 
• ConcerTalks 
• World-Class Houston Symphony 
• Subscriber benefits including ticket 

exchange privileges 

Elena Bashkirova, 
Piano 

Sarah Chang, Violin 

Andre Watts, Piano HOUSTON 
1 SYMPHONY 

2001-2002 SEASON 
Call (713) 224-7575 for more information 
Visit us online at www.houstonsymphony.org 

Continental 
Airlines E^on Mobil KIJHF 

88.7FM 

t 

COURTESY ..IONS GATE FILMS 

Anthony LaPaglia stars as the adulterous cop Leon in Lantana. 

Ditch dumbed-down Dumas 
COUNT, from Page 7 
of smugglers . He f ights and 
spares one of the smugglers (J.B. 
Blanc) who swears upon the 
graves of all his dead and really 
s ick re lat ives to be Dante 's 
fr iend. That 's really about it for 
remotely amusing scenes. Sorry. 

With all the tes tos terone-
pumped swordplay and all the 
busty women, you'd think the 
f i lm makers would at least grace 
us with a steamy sex scene or 
two. But no — all we get is a little 
blood and gore. Maybe a f lash of 
a man shi r t less, but nothing 
memorab le . There are some 
heated bal lroom scenes where 
couples exchange lustful glances 
and a few people roll around 
under the sheets. 

People may argue that The 
Count of Monte Cristo is an excel-
lent example of how Hollywood 

is responding to Amer ica 's need 
to escape f rom the harsh reality 
of daily life, but viewing a poorly 
constructed movie is not the 
soiut ion. In fact, this movie might 
create more problems for people 
want ing revenge. Since Edmond 
never suffers any consequences 
for his atrocious behavior and in 
fact ends up rich and happy at 
the end, it jus t cont r ibutes to the 
idea that revenge is the solut ion 
to all problems. 

This movie runs like a bad 
junior high date movie — enough 
violence to keep the 13-year-old 
boys happy, but not much depth. 
If you particularly m iss those 
days, then I 'd recommend see-
ing it. If you're glad to be beyond 
such things, then sk ip it and 
watch something worth yourt ime. 
A second viewing of Lord of the 
Rings perhaps? 

five-second rule, 
coffeehouse. 

http://www.houstonsymphony.org
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'Hawk' sacrifices character 
development for gritty war 
HAWK, from Page 7 
ocean — wastes of sky and water— 
form an impressive and desolate 
backdrop. 

The film is in many respects beau-
tiful to watch. The ways in which 
Scott plays with light, with dust and 
smoke and air, are extraordinary. 
Blood-red suns set and rise in an 
eerie haze; black clouds of smoke 
fill the air and blanket the city; dust 
and dirt fall to the streets in a dark 
and constant rain. One of the movie's 
most beautiful moments occurs 
when, in a brief interlude of night-
time silence, the camera focuses on 
a single flame burning amid the 
rubble. Hans Zimmer's haunting 
score complemen t s the action 
seamlessly—drums echo gunshots 
and tense waves of sound rise and 
fall, with African themes weaving 
throughout. 

The movie, though difficult to 
watch, is not an overdose of unre-
mitting violence but a tense and 
tragic ballet. Moments of silence 
alternate with scenes of destruc-
tion; light is balanced with dark, 
heroism with despair, and music 
with the sounds of battle. The vio-
lence is explicit, and at times al-
most unbearable, but it is never 
monotonous or unmoving. Bodies 
are torn in half, shot, stabbed, bleed-
ing; glass explodes in people's faces. 
Women and children die along with 
the soldiers, and in some cases are 
the soldiers. 

Few acting performances stand 
out in and of themselves, which is 
unsurprising since this is not really 
a character-driven movie. Hartnett 
is earnest and fervent as Eversmann, 
agonizing passionately over issues 
of right and wrong and the horror of 
su f fe r ing . Ewan McGregor as 
Ranger Spec Grimes, who "made 

coffee through Desert Storm," Tom 
Sizemore as the dry Ranger Lt. Col. 
Danny McKnight, Orlando Bloom 
as the naive Todd Blackburn, and 
Sam Shepard as Major General Wil-
liam F. Garrison also give memo-
rable performances, but on the whole 
it is the soldiers as a team and not as 
individuals that provide the movie's 
focus. 

Some critics may argue that the 
movie is too one-sided, too pro-
American, and that it fails to present 
the Somalian side. Black Hawk 
Down, however, is not meant to be 
a documentary of the entire conflict 
in Somalia. It is, very specifically, 
the story of how one mission went 
wrong and of the struggle of the 
people involved to escape with their 
lives. This narrow focus works to 
the movie's benefit, streamlining 
the action and intensifying the emo-
tion. The film does not sacrifice 
drama to sentiment, nor does it 
gloss over violence in favor of flashy 
effects and stylized action. Violence 
is never portrayed as an attractive 
or heroic thing. 

Where Black Hawk Down suc-
ceeds most is in maintaining a pre-
carious balance between victory and 
despair. The mission becomes a 
tragic and horrible mistake, and 
peace remains vague, ephemeral, out 
of reach, a word that has little or 
nothing to do with real life. Yet 
against this backdrop of futility and 
fatalism, Scott draws our attention 
to the heroism of individuals, both 
Somali and American, who struggle 
for life and dignity in the midst of 
chaos. As a story. Black Hawk Down 
is uneven, but as a portrait of war 
and a noble, if somewhat messy, 
attempt at an intense depiction of 
human emotion and struggle, it suc-
ceeds admirably. 

PIERRE VINET/NEW I INE CINEMA 

Lurtz (Lawrence Makoare), a villain who was not in the books, leads his ores into battle in The Fellowship of the Ring. 

'Fellowship' doesn't win everyone over 
CHANCE, from Page 7 

"You see [FrodoJ as childlike 
throughout the entire film, he never 
seems to evolve that much." 

Chance said this and other 
glossed-over character portrayals 
leave the film a little flat when it 
comes to emotional depth. 

"So much of what Tolkien does is 
to focus on the interior development 
of the character, and I don't see that 
anywhere in the film," she said. "It's 
just so two-dimensional." 

Some of Jackson's additions to 
the script, such as the ore warlord 
Lurtz and the extended fight scenes, 
made the pro jec t feel too 
Hollywoodized, she said. And the 
expansion of the role of Arwen 

(played by Liv Tyler) is "totally gra-
tuitous." 

The movie does succeed in creat-
ing an authentic atmosphere of 
Middle Earth, she said, along with 
portraying a genuine love and con-
cern between Frodo and his best 
friend Sam. But overall, Chance said 
she was disappointed. 

"Maybe it's impossible to make 
a film of Tolkien's Lord of the Rings. 
That's maybe what I've concluded," 
she said, adding that an ideal for-
mat might be a weekly serial span-
ning several years. 

Some of Chance's former stu-
dents said their detailed study of 
Tolkien and his machine vs. nature 
philosophy did not spoil the movie 

for them. 
"I thought the movie was really 

good. It turned out better than I 
thought it would be," Wiess College 
senior Josh Hale, who took Chance's 
class in spring 2000, said. "When the 
movie ended, I was like, 'When's the 
next one coming?"' 

As Chance waits with trepidation 
for The Two Towers, the next install-
ment in the series due in December, 
she and the 40 or so students in her 
class will have plenty of time to com-
pare the book to the film. 

"I think the class is going to be a 
really good one, just because there's 
a lot of keen interest in figuring out 
who Tolkien was and what made 
him tick," Chance said. 

1618 Westheimer Road H o u s t o n 
Between W. Montrose and E. Dulavy, in Montrose Section 

713-522-0525 
utrecht.com 

RIC118 
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The first Baker College officers (left to right): Ken Pedan, treasurer, Clayton Baker College claimed victory at the first Beer-Bike in 1957. 
Williams, president; Walt Wlllett, secretary; Clifford Earl Ramsey, councilman. 

BAKER COLLEGE 
COURTESY 2 0 0 0 CAMPANILE 

"The College From Hell" may 
sound like an insult, but not to the 

students of Baker College, who 
proudly don devil horns and chant 
about being blood-sucking freaks. 

Story by Meg Whitmore 
Layout and design by David Chien 

These features are the 
second and third in a 
series that will 
explore each college's 
history and traditions 
and examine how 
these are shaped by 
the individuals that 
make each college 
unique. See the 
Feb. 1 issue of the 
Thresher to read 
about Hanszen and 
Wiess Colleges. 

Baker College, named for Capt. 
James Addison Baker, is considered 
the oldest college on campus. It is 
widely accepted that Baker's consti-
tution was turned in and approved 
first among the colleges in 1957. 

William Marsh Rice died Sept. 23, 
1900. Baker, Rice's Houston attorney, 
began investigating his death, even-
tually uncovering a murder plot mas-
terminded by Rice's New York attor-
ney, Albert Patrick, and carried out by 
Rice's own butler, Charles F. Jones. 
Patrick had forged Rice's wall, naming 
himself principal benefactor of the 
estate, and Jones, after unsuccessful 
attempts to poison Rice with mercury, 
had killed him with a chloroform-
soaked sponge. 

If not for Baker, the endowment 
for the Rice Institute would have been 
lost. In recognition of his role in found-
ing the university, a college was 
named after Baker when the college 
system first started. 

So in 1957 Baker College was born, 
and now it has embraced the role of 
the classic college on campus. Baker 
is a popular stop on campus tours 
because of its grand commons, built 
in 1914. 

"You walk into that commons, with 
its wood paneling and its high ceiling, 
and you feel like you are part of the 
beginning of what makes Rice Uni-
versity the place I am proud to call 
home — the residential college sys-
tem," Student Association President 
Gavin Parks, a Martel College senior 
who advised at Baker this year, said. 

The Baker Commons used to be 
known as the "Grand Hall" and served 
as the central dining facility for the 
entire campus for more than 40 years. 
East Hall, as Baker was first known, is 
now referred to by Bakerites as "Old 
Wing" and was the first residential 
building on campus. 

People say that the now beauti-
fully wood-paneled walls were once 
plaster but "due to a few too many 
food fights in early days, that plaster 
was ruined ar.J had to be covered," 
B a k e r Res iden t Assoc ia te G r e g 
Marshall (Baker '86) said. 

'Today the occasional grape still 
gets thrown at a deserving shmuck, 
and tortillas fly on fajita night, clutter-
ing the rafters," Baker junior and Ex-
ecutive Vice President Mani Kumar 
said. 

The halls of Baker often maintain 
the f resh, clean scent of shaving 
cream. On the 13th and 31st of every 
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If not for Baker, the 

endowment for the 

Rice Institute would 

have been lost. 

m o n t h (or the 26th on s h o r t e r 
months), students who venture out 
around 10 p.m. can expect to encoun-
ter anywhere from one to 80 naked 
Rice students donning themselves 
with shaving cream in preparation for 
their run. Greeted at other colleges 
by water balloons and hoses, the run-
ners in the infamous Club 13, more 
commonly referred to as Baker 13, 
run throughout the entire campus, 
interrupting even those studying in 
Fondren Library and Mudd Lab. 

Those crazy and uninhibited Rice 
students have been meeting at Baker 
and running amuck since the early 
1970s. 

"In '71/'72 there was a strange phe-
nomenon sweeping the country called 
'streaking' where 
some bold and not 
very bashful per-
son or group of 
peop le would 
dasn around some 
very public area in 
t h e i r b i r t h d a y 
s u i t s for t h e 
s h o c k va lue , " 
T o m M a r s h a l l 
(Baker '75) said. 

T h e run was 
not always coed, and it wasn't until 
1979 that a group of Baker women 
decided to join the call of the wild. 

"We were all talking one day at 
dinner and decided tha t . . . it needed 
to be coed," Lily Avellan (Baker '81) 
said. "Around eight women ran that 
next 13th of the month. I think it was 
Nov. 13, 1979." 

Baker senior Sol Villarreal is 
known as an extremely enthused 
member of Club 13. On Oct. 31,1998, 
Sol purchased a commemora t ive 
Club 13 T-shirt and put it on right then 
and there. 

"I wore the shirt 24 hours a day, 
including during the brief hours when 
I slept, until Feb. 28,1999, taking it off 
only for showers and ultimate prac-
tice and, when I dressed up or went to 
church, wearing such dress clothes 
as I deemed appropriate over the 
shirt." 

Sol maintains that the shirt "re-
ta ined a f r e sh , somewha t minty 
aroma" to the day he put it in the 
wash. 

Baker is not all about crazed 
clothes-less debauchery — it is also 
known as the Shakespeare College, 
or even the Gentleman's College. 
Alejandra Posada (Baker '01) said 32 
years ago some Baker freshmen de-
cided to stage The Taming of the Shrew 
and asked English Professor Wesley 
Morris to help them out. Baker Shake, 
the annual Shakespeare play Baker 
produces, began, and a year later, 
Baker Faire was held, mostly in order 
to raise money for the play. Faire, a 
mini Renfest held in the Baker/Will 
Rice quad, today includes a petting 
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zoo, turkey legs, Merlin the Magi-
cian, Claude the Juggler and even a 
kissing booth. Back in the 1970s and 
'80s, there was also a Lady Godiva 
contest, when Baker women would 
don flesh-colored body suits and long 
wigs. 

"The woman who garnered the 
loudest applause and cheers from the 
assembled crowd was declared Lady 
Godiva," John Thomas (Baker '74) 
said. 

Also tied to the Elizabethan theme 
is Baker Feast, a highly secretive and 
bawdy celebration open only to se-
niors and their dates and co-hosted by 
Baker and Jones. 

Every fall Baker hosts the public 
"Bourbon and Blues" party, featuring 

a plethora of flavor-
ful cigars and the 
live musica l 
s ty l ings of the 
Grady Ga ines 
Band, a local cover 
band that Baker 
has hired for the 
party for the past 
several years. 

"Danc ing on 
the balcony above 
the barbecue pits 

and listening to the sounds of live 
jazzy music below is what makes 
Baker Blues the best party of the year," 
Baker junior Meredith Fant said. 

Baker also hosts a Kicker Party 
held in the spring. BUBBA, or Baker 
Unity Barbecue Activity, is held the 
afternoon of the Kicker Party, an 
event that br ings the entire college 
out for slow-roasted barbecue and 
outdoor games. The night before 
the event, the barbecue is parked in 
the Baker quad, and a few students 
camp out with it in an overnight 
vigil. 

"The smell of barbecue attracts 
Bakerites who haven't been seen on 
campus for a long time and allows for 
catching up and relaxing over good 
eating and kickball and a keg of root 
beer," Baker President Neil Little, a 
senior, said. 

The Baker Gentleman's Hedonist 
Society, formed by a group of Baker 
students in 1998, is a club of which 
every Bakerite, male and female, is a 
m e m b e r . B a k e r a s soc i a t e Ryan 
McMullan (Baker '98) helped form 
the club "in order to promote a more 
sophisticated and respectful atmo-
sphere at the college." BGHS hosts 
wine tastings, discussions and eti-
quette lessons to help Bakerites be-
come gentlemanly and ladylike. 

One of the most famous "gentle-
men" of Baker college is the ubiqui-
tous Bill Burgess, a man who suppos-
edly took six years to graduate in the 
'80s, and whose name to this day finds 
its way onto many a sign-up sheet. 

According to the great Bill Bur-
gess himself, it all began when his 

roommate surreptitiously signed him 
up for Baker Shake auditions. Bur-
gess misread what his roommate had 
wrote and "I asked him why had he 
signed me up as Bill 'My Penis My 
Sword' Burgess? His response was. 
'You idiot! That ' s 'My Pen is My 
Sword.'" The incident seemed trivial 
enough. 

"We had a good laugh and finished 
off another keg," Burgess said. 

Yet the joke has continued to this 
day. Bill "Budman" Burgess has 
signed up for ombudsman, and Bill "I 
love women" Burgess for powderpuff. 
Today, Baker holds Bill Burgess Bas-
ketball Tournaments in the commons 
in honor of the unforgettable man and 
name. 

But p e r h a p s the most widely 
known Baker tradition, and the one 
tha t is the mos t mys te r ious , is 
Baker 's pride in being the college 
from hell. There are several accounts 
of where this association came from. 
The one most often heard is told by 
a group of alumni from the 1980s 
who claim that the term "from hell" 
had become popular slang, in say-
ing such things as, "My prof is from 
hell!" or, 'Tha t class was from hell!" 
The term had also been tied to the 
raucous Baker gang known as the 
Benevolent Aid and Drinking Soci-
ety, or "BAADS," a group of well-
known "keg-killers" of which Bill 
Burgess was an infamous member. 
When the t ime came to select a 
theme for Beer-Bike in 1987, 'hell' 
seemed to be the cheap and easy 
way to go. 

"Moreover this theme carried over 
nicely to the original Baker car — 
'Datziki,'" explained Chuck Berry 
(Baker '88). "A diminutive vehicle, its 
paint scheme and decor could be rap-
idly adapted to help spread the word 
of Baker Beer-Bike From Hell." 

Baker's current Beer-Bike car, a 
Chrysler Le Baron acquired last year 
and decorated by Bakerites at a pre-
Beer-Bike TG, is painted in the Hell 
and Flames tradition. Unlike Datsiki, 
this one actually runs. 

And so Baker traditions range from 
buff bodies to the Bard to Beezelbub, 
an amalgamation of rituals reaching 
from the early days of Rice to the 
turbulent '70s, the colorful '90s and 
today. 

"I think Baker is the 'classic' col-
l ege , " B a k e r M a s t e r Mickey 
Quinones said. "We have beautiful 
a rch i t ec tu re , Shakespea re plays, 
great s tudents and a supportive and 
laid-back atmosphere. I think we rep-
resent the roots of Rice University 
and the enduring spirit, tradition, in-
tegrity and honor that a Rice educa-
tion stands for." 

That's Baker spirit and devotion. 
The people there are pretty friendly, 
and they don't poke people with a pitch-
fork unless they really deserve it. • 

Witi 
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COLLEGE 
longtime Will Rice Resident Associate 
Gilbert "Doc C" Cuthbertson sums up 

the essence of Will Rice with the phrase 
"Myth, Power, Value." It's one of the first 

things incoming freshmen learn about 
the college; a short essay by 

Cuthbertson in the Orientation Week 
handbook explains in detail the idea of 

"Myth, Power, Value." 

COURTESY BABS WILLIS 

Will Rice College members chug at Beer-Bike in 1970. 

"If you just keep repeating that 
formula, almost anything can happen. 
... It doesn't matter if the facts are 
true if they are sufficiently believed 
in," Cuthbertson, who has been a Will 
Rice RA since 1963, said. 

It seems appropriate that one of 
Will Rice's nicknames is the College 
of Men, Gods and Goddesses. Lofty 
as the name sounds, it actually has a 
rather humble origin. The nickname 
was bestowed when an early master 
of Will Rice failed to appreciate a stu-
dent standing on a table, draping him-
self in a white sheet and portraying a 
god. 

Myths and gods aside, it is Will 
Rice's B^er-Bike dominance that has 
come to play an important role in the 
college's identity. Will Rice is the only 
college to have swept the men's, 
women's and alumni races. It has 
pulled this feat three times: 1982,1986 
and 1999. 

The first sweep was actually engi-
neered by a woman, Martha Crandle, 
who rode in the men's race. 

"From then, they had to change 
the rules," Resident Associate Heather 
Syrett said. "Before, it was only that 
men couldn't compete in the women's 
race. They had to make it go the other 
way after that." 

Training for Beer-Bike begins dur-
ing Orientation Week, with riders and 
chuggers alike looking for recruits. 

"Beer-Bike is really split into the 
spirited part of Beer-Bike and the bike 
team," Will Rice President Jesse 
Halpern Dickerman said. "The bike 
team is almost hereditary.... We don't 
elect bike team captains. Bike team 

captains pass from one person to an-
other, to people who really get into it." 

Beer-Bike is not only considered a 
source of pride for the college — it is 
also a source of enjoyment. However, 
Beer-Bike pride is not necessarily the 
most important aspect of being a Will 
Ricer. 

"[The bike team] trains all year 
around," Dickerman, a senior, said. 
"And it's not just because we want to 
win Beer-Bike. It's because biking is a 
lot of fun and people get into biking." 

Traditionally, Will Rice is consid-
ered the second residential college 
founded, though the building actually 
opened in 1912, two years before the 
building that would become Baker 
College. 

This spurred a bit of controversy 
last year when a curious Will Rice 
student discovered that the Old Dorm 
section of Will Rice (originally called 
South Hall before the establishment 
of the college system) was actually 
built before the old section of Baker 
(originally East Hall). The findings 
were brought before the university 
administration in an attempt to allow 
Will Rice to march first at matricula-
tion, graduation and the Beer-Bike 
parade. Baker, however, still marches 
first. 

"Now that it's known [that Baker 
was not the first college], they came 
up with a different reason [for Baker 
to march first]," Will Rice Master Dale 
Sawyer said. "There was a list of the 
first colleges named and to honor 
people who had been important in the 
history of Rice at the time. 

"And Baker was at the top of the 
list, and Will Rice was second and 
therefore [the order in processions] 
is now based on the order on which 
they honor people by naming colleges 
after them, not the order they were 
founded in." 

Will Rice College is named for 
William Marsh Rice Jr., the nephew of 
the founder of the Rice Institute. Be-
sides being kin to the university's 
founder, William Marsh Rice Jr. filled 
the first vacancy in Rice's Board of 
Trustees in 1899, became chairman 
of the board in 1941 and remained on 
the board until his death in 1944. He 
was also a co-defendant in the lawsuit 
that ended with the interpretation of 
William Marsh Rice's will in favor of 
the university. 

A rather odd tradition at Will Rice 
is the establishment of "Albert Patrick 
College" in the rooms of the 80s and 
90s wing. Albert Patrick was the New 
York attorney who conspired to mur-
der William Marsh Rice, ostensibly 
so Rice's will would be interpreted in 
his favor instead of the institute's. But 
APC, as it is referred to at Will Rice, is 
not a perverse establishment. 

"It was all very tongue in cheek," 
founding APC member and Adjunct 
P ro fessor of Kinesiology Mark 
Jenkins (Will Rice '83) said. 'Two or 

three 90s members would go to a diet 
meeting and present some proposal, 
only to be voted down. They would act 
outraged and next time present some-
thing even more outrageous. The 
Diet members were reacting to our 
behavior — getting ruffled feathers 
and such — and of course that just 
encouraged us. 

"APC started my freshman year. 
... The whole 90s stairwell was full 
of freshmen and a transfer or two. 
By the second semester some of us 
had become disgruntled with the 
perceived elitist attitude of some diet 
members, other politicos and their 
friends. Whether this was from any 
real action or behavior is unknown. 
I think it probably started because 
of the typical class divide that one 
sees." 

Every spring, APC "secedes" from 
Will Rice and holds its own college 
night, inviting all of Will Rice to its 
festivities. 

"It is an expression of individuality 
that is a natural part of Will Rice," 
Cuthbertson, a political science pro-
fessor, said. 

From its beginnings, Will Rice 
has been the "college of individu-
als." The first master, Philosophy 
Professor J a m e s Street Ful ton, 
helped establ ish this mentali ty, 
though its origins actually trace to 
college rivalry rather than a single 
person's impetus. 

"Will Rice characterizes itself, first 
of all, as the college of individuals," 
Cuthbertson said. "And that was be-
cause of its intense rivalry with 
Hanszen, which was known as the old 
plantation college because Hanszen 
was extremely formal." 

In the early days of the colleges 
— back when there were only the 
original four—Will Rice and Hanszen 
engaged in "yell wars," one of which 
was worthy to be included in the 
pages of Texas Monthly. This particu-
lar war pitted many members of 
Hanszen against a single Will Ricer: 
Bob Moj er. 

"Sound was measured in units that 
were called 'Moyers' back in those 
days from the loudness of that par-
ticular student's voice," Cuthbertson 
said. 

Will Rice enjoyed a streak of domi-
nance in the early college chorale 
competitions, winning the crown 
seven straight years from 1960-'67. 

Despite its legacy as the oldest 
building on campus and its unparal-
leled success in both Beer-Bike and 
other early competitions, Will Rice 
remains a place where the students 
forge the identity of the college in-
stead of remaining slaves to tradi-
tion. 

"Any time, you can find tons of 
people out on the patio, just hanging 
out." Dickerman said. "You can al-
ways come to Will Rice and find a 
place." • 
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The first Will Rice College officers: (left to right) Bill Johnson, secretary: 
Ben Orman, vice-chairman; Harrison Wagner, member-at-large; George 
Mclllheran, chairman; (bottom) James Street Fulton, master. 

Will Rice College students demonstrate college spirit with signs bearing the motto. "Myth. Power. 
Beer-Bike Parade. 

COURTESY BABS WILLIS 

Value" at the 1981 
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Lady Owls face WAC's best 
Rice travels to No. 8 Louisiana Tech with conference lead on the line 

by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

On the heels of a six-game win 
streak, the Lady Owls have firmly 
established themselves as one of the 
elite teams in their conference. 

With two more wins this week-
end, they can establish themselves 
as one of the elite teams in the nation. 

IN FOCUS: 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Record: 12-4 

WAC record: 6 1 (2nd) 

Last week: Defeated Hawaii 
57-43 and beat San Jose 
State 78-68 to run win 
streak to six. 

What made the difference: 
Rice's defensive pressure 
held Hawaii, which entered 
the game tied for second in 
the WAC standings, to just 
20 percent shooting from the 
field. 

Up next: The Owls face 
conference leader No. 8 
Louisiana Tech (12-3, 7-0) 
tomorrow night at 7 p.m. in 
Ruston, La. 
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Sophomore forward Ellsa Inman gets by a Hawaii defender in Rice's 57-43 win 
Jan. 17. Rice's two wins last week moved the Lady Owls to 6-1 in WAC play. 

Rice began a four-game road 
swing last night with a game at South-
ern Methodist University, and the 
Lady Owls will take on eighth-ranked 
Louisiana Tech University Sunday. 

Rice stands second in the West-
ern Athletic Conference at 6-1, be-
hind only the 7-0 Lady Techsters. 
While Louisiana Tech's 12-3 overall 
record seems similar to the 12-4 
record of the Lady Owls, the three 
losses suffered by the Lady Techsters 
have come on the road, at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, the University of 
Tennessee and Duke University, 
teams ranked first, second and sixth 
in the nation, respectively. 

The Lady Techsters, playing their 
first season in the WAC after com-
peting in the Sun Belt Conference, 
have lost only twice on their home 
floor in the past three seasons. 

Thus far in their seven WAC vic-
tories, the Lady Techs te r s have 
dominated their opponents, winning 
four games by at least 30 points. 
Their 70th straight conference win 
came last Sunday as the Louisiana 
Tech defeated SMU 68-44 in Dallas. 

Before heading to Louisiana, the 
Lady Owls have to defeat the Mus-
tangs in Dallas, a feat they have accom-
plished just once in their last eight tries 
under head coach Cristy McKinney. 

While injuries have hurt the 
Mustangs, who struggled to a 1-6 
start in WAC play, the Lady Owls 
know a win over SMU won't come 
without a fight. 

"We're going to worry about tak-
ing care of business against SMU be-
fore thinking about [Louisiana] Tech," 
McKinney said. 'Taking care of the 
homecourt is important and we've 
done a good job of that. Now we are 
going to try to win a couple on the 
road." 

If the Lady Owls play defense as 
well as they did Jan. 17 in their 57-43 
win against the University of Ha-
waii, they will be tough to beat. The 
Rainbow Wahine made just 10 of 50 
attempts from the floor. 

The Lady Owls forced 12 steals 
and blocked eight shots, six by 
sophomore center Johnetta Hayes. 
Hayes' six blocks matches the Rice 
record for blocks in one game, and 
her 41 blocks so far this season leave 
her just eight shy of the all-time Rice 
record for one season. 

Hayes continued her strong de-
fense on Saturday in Rice's 78-68 win 
over San Jose State University and 
stepped up her offensive production 
as well. After shooting just 2-of-12 
from the field against Hawaii, Hayes 
recorded her fourth double-double 
of the season with a 13-point and 14-
rebound effort. 

"While some of her shots didn't 
See WAC, Page 18 

Swimming routs UH 149-88 
by John Chao 

THRESHER STAFF 

Members of Rice's swim team won all 11 
events in which they competed — and added 
a second-place finish in eight of those events 
— to score a lopsided 149-88 victory over the 
University of Houston Saturday at the UH 
Natatorium. 

The only events the team did not win were 
the two diving events, which none of the Owls 
entered. 

The team was led for the second straight 
week by freshman Corrie Kristick, who won 
three events, the 500- and 1,650-yard freestyle 
events and the 400-yard individual medley. 
Junior Maiuly Mularz added two wins, captur-
ing the 50- and 100-yard freestyle events. 
Mularz also swam the leadoff leg of the 200-
yard medley relay. 

"Our goal going into this meet was to win 
it," Kristick said. "We also wanted to get 
season's best." 

SophomoreToni Ciffolilli accomplished the 
team's goal, swimming a season-best 2 min-
utes, 8.09 seconds to win the 200-yard back-
stroke. 

While the team completely dominated UH, 
the Owls said they didn't do as well as they 
should have, possibly from a combination of 
fatigue after hard training and lack of motiva-

tion facing a weak opponent. 
"I was happy we all swam well," Kristick 

said. "But we've got a lot of room to improve." 
Next on the Owls' schedule is No. 7 South-

ern Methodist University, which visits the 
Rice Pool tonight at 7 p.m. The Owls said their 
chance of victory will be slim to none if they 
swim like they did against UH this weekend. 

"We let our guard down a little because we 
thought we had the competition in the bag," 
sophomore Elaine Lee said. "But we can't do 
that against SMU and hope everything will be 
all right." 

SMU has won the past five Western Ath-
letic Conference titles, and tonight's meet 
should provide an indication of whether the 
Owls will be ready to unseat the Mustangs at 
the WAC Championships Feb. 28-March 2. 

"There's always going to be nerves in a big 
match," Kristick said. "But we're all ready to 
go against SMU." 

To continue Rice's big weekend, the Owls 
hostTexasA&M University Saturday at 1 p.m. 
Rice hopes to avenge recent losses to the 
Aggies and put up some top times that could 
catapult the 30th-ranked Owls back into the 
top 25. 

"We've been wanting to take down A&M 
for a couple years," Lee said. "Last year, we 
would have beat them if not for the points we 
lost in diving." 

Men's basketball looks 
to rediscover offense 

by Chris Larson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After suffering an offensive col-
lapse last week on a road trip to 
Southern Methodist University 
and Louisiana Tech University, 
the men's basketball team will try 
to right the ship this weekend in 
the friendly confines of Autry 
Court, where the Owls have won 
six of eight games this season. 

The Owls failed to reach 50 
points in both games last week, 
losing 76-49 to SMU and 57-43 to 
Louis iana Tech . T h e l o s s e s 
marked the first time in nearly 
two years Rice has been held 
under 50 points in consecutive 
games. With freshman guard Ja-
son McKrieth, the team's lead-
ing scorer, out due to a sprained 
right foot, no Owl stepped up as 
the go-to scorer . T h e Owls ' 
shooting percentages of just 31 
percent and 30 percent from the 
f loor we re t h e i r two wors t 
performances of the season. 

"This is the third, maybe 
fourth game on the road in league 
play that we've played where 
we've been able to hold our oppo-
nents at bay, we just haven't been 
able to score," head coach Willis 
Wilson said about Rice's loss to 
Louisiana Tech. "Making free 
throws or finding somebody who 
can knock down an open shot will 
help." 

Wilson said the best-case sce-
nario would see McKrieth return-
ing in three weeks—meaning the 
Owls must learn to score without 
him if they hope to salvage their 
season. Rice stands at just 1-5 in 
Western Athletic Conference play, 
but four of the Owls' next five 
games are at Autry Court. 

Rice hosted league-leading 
University of Hawaii (15-3, 6-1 
WAC) last night and hosts San 
Jose State University (6-13, 1-6) 
Saturday night at 7:05 p.m. at 
Autry Court. 

"Our goal this weekend is to 
get some home wins," junior 
guard Omar-Seli Mance said. "We 

IN FOCUS: 
MEN'S BASKETBALL 
Record: 6-10 

WAC record: 1-5 (8th) 

Last week: Fell 76-49 at 
SMU and 5 7 ^ 3 at 
Louisiana Tech. 

What made the 
difference: The Owls shot 
just 30 percent from the 
field over the two-game 
span and missed 10 of 16 
free throw attempts at 
Louisiana Tech. 

Up next: The Owls host 
San Jose State (6-13, 1-6) 
tomorrow night at Autry 
Court at 7:05 p.m. 

want to defend our home court in 
conference. We've got the chance 
to play the No. 1 team in the 
league, and four out of our next 
five games at our home, so we've 
really got a chance to get some 
wins and play well." 

Despite the disappointments 
of last week's road trip, Wilson 
said he still saw signs of progress 
in his young team. After fading in 
the second half against SMU, the 
Owls held tough against Louisi-
ana Tech. A jump shot by senior 
center T.J. McKenzie cut the 
Bulldogs' lead to 43-39 midway 
th rough the second half, but 
shortly thereafter McKenzie was 
knocked out of the game when 
he caught an elbow from a Loui-
siana Tech player. 

"The difference between this 
game and the other games is that 
we weren't able to score and they 
weren't able to score, but we re-
ally didn't get down on ourselves 
the way we have in some of those 
previous games," Wilson said. "I 
think now we're getting closer to 
being able to do it for 40 minutes." 

With junior center Ferron 
Morgan out for two to four weeks 

See BASKETBALL, Page 18 

;V... 

ROB GADOI/THRESHER 

Sophomore Elaine Lee captures the 200-yard butterfly title Saturday in Rice's dual meet against 
UH in a time of 2:07.29. Rice won all 11 swimming events to easily win the meet 149-88. 
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WOMEN'S TRACK & FIELD 
Rice seeks to continue surge to national prominence 

by Dylan Hedrick 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAKE 

At Rice, when running and 13 are 
used in the same sentence, the topic 
is usually the shaving cream-laden 
Club 13. 

But in the world of women's track 
and field, that topic would be the 
preseason national ranking of the 
Owl squad. Coming off a season in 
which the Owls swept the indoor 
and outdoor Western Athletic Con-
ference titles for the second straight 
year and finished ninth at the NCAA 
outdoor meet, the Owls hope to fur-
ther establish themselves as one of 
the nation's elite teams this season. 

Rice, ranked 13th in the national 
preseason poll, began its season with 
a second-place finish, behind No. 19 
University of Texas at the Houston 
Indoor Invitational Saturday at Yeo-
man Fieldhouse on the University of 
Houston campus. 

Rice had an excellent weekend in 
the relay events. The 1,600-meter 
relay team of seniors Aimee Teteris 
and Keitha Moseley , f r e s h m a n 
Yvonne Umeh and junior Tanya 
Wright finished second in a time of 
3 minutes, 46.76 seconds. The team 
of Teteris, freshman Anna Reave, 
sophomore Keia Watkins and se-
nior Elizabeth Ruckman won the 
distance medley relay in a time of 
12:08.82. 

"Looking at our teams' perfor-
mance in the two relays, I was very 

2001 WAC 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Indoor meet: 
1. Rice 144.5 
2. Nevada 119.5 
3. SMU 9 1 
4. TCU 90 
5. UTEP 85 
6. Fresno State 69 
7. Tulsa 46 

Outdoor meet: 
1. Rice 142.5 
2. Nevada 111 
T3.TCU 110 
T3. Fresno State 110 
5. SMU 109 
6. Tulsa 96 
7. UTEP 91.5 
8. Hawaii 46 

impressed ," Te ter i s said. "Both 
teams performed very well this week-
end and will only improve." 

Individually, in distance events, 
Wright also placed first in the 800-
meter run with a time of 2:09.65 
whi le s en io r Er in Brand and 
Ruckman f in i shed s e c o n d and 
fourth, respectively, in the mile run. 

"I thought my 800-meter race was 
a good learning experience," Wright 
said. "I had some troubles at the 
start, so I had a lot of catching up to 
do. I was almost in last place in the 

.. - ' 
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ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Sophomore Bonnie Bryan (Rice No. 5) and freshman Amanda Felder (Rice No. 8) finished third and fifth, respectively, 
in their heat of the mile run Saturday at the UH Invitational. The duo will provide depth to a Rice middle-distance 
squad that hopes to help the Owls win their fifth straight WAC title. 

first 100 [meters], but I managed to 
make up the lost ground and finish 
the race on top. It was the fastest 
time I had ever run on a flat 200 
[meter] track and the time was about 
a second faster than I had at this 
time last year." 

Tequila Bar 
Happy Hour 2-7 Monday-Friday 
All Day Saturday Noon till 7pm 

2.50 House Margaritas 
2.50 Jose Cuervo Shots 

2.50 Well Drinks 
1.75 Domestic Bottles 

4.00 Pitchers (Shiner*Bud Light-Coors Light) 

Happy Hour Food Specials 

Fresh Oysters 250 a piece 
1/2 Lb. Shrip Fried or Boiled 5.95 

Tequila Joe's Shrimp & Crab Cerviche 
with Fresh Avocado & Mango 5.95 

Boiled Crawfish Happy Hour 
2.95 Lb. 

2 5 / o OFF 
All Food Items with Student ID 
(excluding boiled crawfish and happy hour specials) 

Bayou City Crawfish Cafe 
2414 University • 2nd Level Village Arcade • Across From Two Rows • (713) 520-1945 

The team also had a successful 
weekend in the field events. I^ast 
week's Western Athletic Conference 
female athlete of the week, junior 
Alice Falaiye, maintained her win-
ning ways by leaping 6.14 meters for 
a first place finish in the long jump. 
Falaiye finished second at last year's 
NCAA outdoor meet. 

Junior Elizabeth Hinshaw and 
sophomore Ally Daum placed third 
and sixth, respectively, in the pole 
vault, with Hinshaw crossing the bar 
at 3.55 meters and Daum at 3.20 
meters. 

"I feel very good about my perfor-
mance last weekend at the meet," 
Hinshaw said. "Clearing three inches 
under my personal best from last 
year, this early in the season, shows 
great promise for the future." 

In other distance events, junior 
Summer Bell posted a third place 
finish in the 3,000-meter run with a 
time of 10:28.39 and sophomore 
Whitney McAlpine placed fifth in 
the 5,000-meter run in 18:37.36. 

"Our team came together really 
well to start the season off on a good 
note," McAlpine said. "Saturday's 
performance was a good start to our 

season, and we are now focusing on 
what we need to do in order to attain 
our goals." 

Head coach Victor Lopez be-
lieves that the team's performance 
last week was a good start in its 
quest to claim a fifth straight WAC 
track title. 

"We had four of our main con-
t r ibu to r s miss ing," Lopez said, 
"But, still, we are training toward 
conference. The f reshmen did a 
good job, although they were ner-
vous at the beginning. Right now 
we are trying to keep up our work 
while maintaining relaxation at the 
same time." 

And although UT finished ahead 
of Rice Saturday, the Owls said their 
full squad, which features all four of 
the athletes who advanced to NCAA 
competition last year in individual 
events (W right, Teteris, Falaiye, and 
400-meter dash outdoor defending 
na t iona l c h a m p i o n All ison 
Beckford), will be tough to beat when 
the important meets roll around. 

"We have a very strong team with 
many all-Americans on it," Daum 
said. "The other teams better be 
ready." 

2002 TRACK AND HELD SCHEDULE 
Indoor schedule 
Jan. 19 Houston Invitational UH Yeoman Fieldhouse 
Jan. 26 LSU Invitational Baton Rouge, La. 
Feb. 2 UH All-Comers UH Yeoman Fieldhouse 
Feb. 8-9 Armory Collegiate (women) New York 
Feb. 8-9 Iowa State Classic (men) Ames, Iowa 
Feb. 9 Southwest Invitational UH Yeoman Fieldhouse 
Feb. 21-23 WAC Championships Reno, Nev. 
March 1-2 NCAA Qualifying Meets TBA 
March 8-9 NCAA Championships Fayetteville, Ark. 

Outdoor schedule 
March 22-23 TSU Relays Tellez Track (UH) 
March 29-30 Bayou Classic Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 
April 4-6 Texas Relays Austin 
April 13 Texas A&M Invitational College Station 
April 20 LSU Invitational Baton Rouge, La. 
April 20-21 Mount SAC Relays (women) Walnut, Calif. 
April 26-27 Drake Relays Des Moines, Iowa 
April 26-27 Penr, Relays (women) Philadelphia 
April 27 Rice All-Comers Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 
May 9 Texas A&M All-Comers College Station 
May 11-12 Cardinal Qualifier (men) Palo Alto, Calif. 
May 11-12 Modesto Relays (men) Modesto, Calif. 
May 15-18 WAC Championships Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 
May 29-June 1NCAA Championships Baton Rouge, La. 

BOLD denotes home meet at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 

' 1 
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MEN'S TRACK & FIELD 
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Loaded Owls poised to win WAC 
by Dylan Hedrick 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

COURTESY SEAN SCOTT 

Junior Ryan Harlan clears the pole vault during the decathlon at last season's 
NCAA outdoor meet. Harlan finished 11th in the event and hopes to defend 
his WAC tit les in the indoor pentathlon as well as the decathlon this season. 

Start with some guys who have a 
burning desire to succeed, add some 
talent, throw in a large amount of 
hard work and a few dedicated 
coaches, and you have the 2002 
men's track and field team. 

These workhorses, who have 
been training throughout the school 
year, finally got a chance to show 
their stuff at the Houston Indoor 
Invitational last weekend at Yeoman 
Fieldhouse on the University of 
Houston campus. 

The men finished with 43 points 
in fourth place behind No. 11 Univer-
sity of Texas, Baylor University and 
the University of Texas at Arlington. 

"It was a great start," head coach 
Jon Warren said. "We placed well 
without trying to outright." 

The Owls relied on solid perfor-
mances from all team members to 
begin their season. The distance run-
ners experienced success, with three 
members gaining team points. In the 
3,000-meter run, senior Keith Pierce 
finished second in 8 minutes and 22 
seconds, while freshman Scott Loftin 
was fourth in 8:24. Junior Craig Dos 
Santos ran the 5,000-meter run in 
17:00 to place sixth. 

"I was pleased with the time I 
ran," Pierce said. "It was a good start 
to what will hopefully be a great 
season." 

U N I V E R S I T Y of H O U S T O N 

The University Eye Institute at UH-Main Campus 

offers a Professional Courtesy on Optometr ic Services 

to Rice Faculty, Staff, and Students 

• 50% Fee Reduction on Comprehensive 

Eye Examinations 

• 10% Off Glasses, Contact Lenses, and 

Other Materials 

Examinations arc by appointment. 

Hours: 8:00AM - 6:00PM Monday thru Friday 

24-Hour Emergency Eye Care Available 

I 

Family Practice Service 

Pediatric and Binocular Vision Service 

University Optical Service 

Cornea <5r Contact Lens Service 

Ocular Diagnostic isr Medical 

Eye Service 

Vision Rehabilitation Service 

Ocu 1 ar Em e rgencies 

(713 ) 7 4 3 - 2 0 2 0 

(713 ) 7 4 3 - 2 0 0 5 

(713) 7 4 3 - 2 0 3 0 

(713) 7 4 3 - 2 0 1 5 

(713) 7 4 3 - 2 0 1 0 

(713) 7 4 3 - 0 7 9 9 

(713) 7 4 3 - 2 0 1 0 

L J n i v k r s i t y E y e I n s t t t i t e 

University Eye Institute 

UH College of Optometry 

505 J. Davis Armistead Bldg. 

Houston, TX 77204-2020 

Entrance # 2 

Visit Our Website at http://www.opt.uh.edu. 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F H O U S T O N 

Learning. Leading. 

The middle-distance relay teams' 
hard work also was evident as Rice's 
two distance medley relay entries 
finished in second and third place. 
The team of Pierce, Loftin, junior 
Kevin Bowen and junior Erik Mazza 
posted a time of 10:05, while the 
crew of f reshman Marcel 
Hewamudalige and sophomores 
Adam Davis, Ben Wiggins and 
Daniel Pessing and finished in 10:07. 

"The important thing is how we 
are gelling as a team," Wiggins said. 
"The U of H meet is more of a chance 
to get our legs under us than any-
thing else." 

The sprinters were led by junior 
Ryan Harlan, who placed second in 
the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 
7.95, and the 1,600-meter relay team 
of Pessing, Davis, Wiggins and jun-
ior Jeff Jorgensen added a sixth-
place finish, recording a time of 
3:21. 

Rice's men have fared well in the 
field events in recent years, and this 
year should be no different. Junior 
Vaughn Walwyn leaped 7.39 meters 
to a second-place finish in the long 
jump, while freshman Jason Powell 
triple-jumped his way to a fourth place 
finish, measuring 14.70 me tes . Se-
nior Reed Ballis tied for third place 
in the high jump, crossing the bar at 
2.01 meters. 

"I had my best start of the season 
in my three years at Rice," Walwyn 
said. "I am ready for a strong compe-
tition year." 

The Owls compete this weekend in 
a meet at Louisiana State University, 
and less than a month away are the 
Western Athletic Conference Indoor 
Track and Field Championships, 
scheduled for Feb. 21-23 in Reno, Nev. 
Further down the road, three local 
meets are scheduled, including the 
Rice Bayou Classic March 29-30, the 
Rice All-Comers meet April 27. and 
the WAC outdoor meet May 15-18. 

"If we continue doing what they 
are doing, we will win conference," 

Warren said. "We will know a lot 
about the team in two weeks." 

This season will mark the inau-
gural track and field season for War-
ren as a head coach, but the athletes 
are confident in his abilities. Warren 
is in his seventh year coaching, and 
was also a distance runner when he 
was a Rice undergraduate. 

"The main strength of the team 
this year has to be our coaches," 
Mazza said. "Jon is really excited 
now as our head coach and he just 
motivates everyone to do the best 
they can do. And as always, coach 
[Wen Yong] Yang is one of the best 
jump coaches in the world. It is al-
ways fun to see what he can get out 
of his athletes." 

Last year's team finished fourth 
at the WAC indoor meet, and with 
almost all of the athletes return-
ing for this season, the Owls' ex-
pectations are high. They have the 
elite talent needed to win confer-
ence titles and contend for national 
titles — all three of Rice's athletes 
who advanced to NCAA competi-
tion last year (Harlan in the de-
cathlon, junior Tommy Oleksy in 
the long jump, and sophomore 
Davis in the 800-meter run) are 
back. 

The Owls also have the depth to 
rack up points at the conference 
meet, especially in the field and dis-
tance events. With sprinting power-
house Texas Christian University, 
which finished second at last year's 
NCAA indoor and outdoor meets, 
gone to Conference USA, the Owls 
believe a WAC title is theirs for the 
taking. 

"This is the best team we have had 
since I have been here at Rice," Pierce 
said. "We have a lot of talent and 
depth. We are strong in almost all the 
events. Our jump crew is one of the 
best in the nation. We are also a 
well-coached and disciplined team. It 
is going to take an awfully good team 
to beat us at conference." 

The 
Princeton 
Review 

Better Scores. Better Schools 

MCAT Preparation 

• Over KM) hours of extensive 
preparation. 

• Over 4,000 pages of the most 
up-to-date practice material. 

More Confidence. Less Stress. 
800.2Review | www.PrincetonReview.com 

' MCAIisosefvitsiiKiilofilieAssxtotion ol tosrxoii Me-tel C o b a l t * P n w e t o a t o v i e w 15notoffiloledwitlihwcetailwvrv*", 3- ftc JtouC 

Redeemable for $100 off 
the best prep for the 

April 2002 MCAT! 

Offer expires 12/1 / O l and may not be combined vith 
ony other discount or offer. 

http://www.opt.uh.edu
http://www.PrincetonReview.com
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Actor and Community Activist 
J A N U A R Y 2 9 , 200Z 

M A R T I N L U T H E R K I N G MEMORIAL L E C T U R E 

"We're All in the Same Gang" 

Muki talented actor, producer , 
director, and community activist 
Edward James Olmos has gar-
nered acclaim for his many stage 
and screen projects as well as his 
many societal contributions. His 
acting honors include a Tony 
nomination for 1979's Zoot Suit, 

an Academy Award nomination for his portrayal of a 
dedicated math teacher in Stand and Deliver, an Emmy 
nomination and a Golden Globe Award for his work 
in HBO's The Burning Season, about Brazilian politi-
cal activist Chico Mendes; and both an Emmy and 
Golden Globe Award for his portrayal of Lt. Castillo 
on the hit television series Miami Vice. In addition, he 
is the U.S. Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF and a 
national spokesperson for the Juvenile Diabetes Foun-
dation. 

Olmos also launched a nationwide multimedia 
project titled Americanos: Latino Life in the United States. 
The project, which celebrated Latino culture through 
photography, film, music, and the pr in ted word, 
toured the nation as a Smithsonian Institution Exhibit 
in 1999. 

In 1994, Olmos served as the executive producer 
of the award-winning NBC documentary Lives in Haz-
ard and now serves as the executive director of a na-
tional gang prevention program of the same name, 
which is currently funded bv the U.S. Department of 
justice. 

2001-02 
President's Lecture Series 

Rice University 

R I C E M E M O R I A L C E N T E R 

a m P.M. 

G R A N D H A U L . 

A D M I S S I O N : N O C H A R B E 
V-,. 

S U P P O R T E D B Y 

T H E J . N E W T O N R A Y Z D R 

L E C T U R E F U N D 

C A U L *7 1 3 - 3 4 B - 5 5 S 5 , 

E-MAIL, RICEPI_S@RICE.EDU, 

OR RERER TO 

H T T P ^ W W W . R I C t r . E O U / P L S 

Now Hiring O-Week 2002 

Information Session for 
Orientation Director Applicants 

Tuesday, January 29th 
12:15pm - 1:00pm 

TERM OF APPOINTMENT: February 8 ,2002-January 31,2003 

COMPENSATION: $4,450.00 stipend + Free Housing for the 
Summer + an incredible experience 

DEADLINE TO APPLY: Friday, February 1st by 5pm. 

QUESTIONS: Come to the Information Session and hear more 
about this incredible leadership expericence. 

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 
HEATHER MASDEN IN THE CLUBS OFFICE IN 

THE LEY STUDENT CENTER. 

For more information contact Heather Masden, O-Week Steering Committee Chair/Assistant 
Director of Student Activities at (713) 348-5115 or hmasden("'rice.edu. 
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Senior Dan Dawson, seen here returning a punt Sept. 1 at the University of 
Houston, played the jack-of-ail-trades "bandit" position but will likely play 
safety if drafted by an NFL team. 

Dawson, Hebert score 
invites to NFL combine 

by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The names of seniors Dan 
Dawson and Jason Hebert lie side-
by-side in numerous defensive cat-
egories throughout the Rice record 
book. 

Now. their names lie side-by-side 
on another list — the list of invitees 
to the National Football League 
Scouting Combine. 

About 300 of the top NFL pros-
pects received invitations to the 
combine, a four-day test of physi-
cal and mental strength that will be 
held Feb. 22-26 at the R.C.A. Dome 
in Indianapolis, Ind. Roughly 22.5 
players will be drafted by NFL 
teams. 

'/feel my chances of 
making the NFL are 
good because I will work 
as hard as possible to 
make it happen.' 

— Dan Dawson 
Senior linebacker 

"Only the best college seniors, 
those folks that many teams would 
be interested in, are invited," head 
coach Ken Hatfield said. "Ndukwe 
Kalu, now in the NFL, was invited a 
few years back. At the combine, they 
go through testing, both psychologi-
cal and physical. They go through a 
job interview, they talk to staff and 
scouts and other NFL people. They 
get evaluated based on their charac-
ter and their goals." 

The physical tests at the combine 
range from the 40-yard dash to sev-
eral position-specific drills. The psy-
chological tests, which include a 
concentration drill and a rapid-fire 
true-false quiz, are designed to simu-
late the pressure situations of the 
NFL. 

"It is like getting ready for both [a 
job interview and football game] in 
one," Dawson said. "But I am training 
much harder for the physical aspects 
because no matter how well you in-
terview, they won't take you if you 
can't do the job physically." 

Hebert has also been training 
hard for his chance to make it to the 
pros. Even though he was invited to 
the combine, however, he nearly 
missed out on the opportunity. 

"When I received my invitation to 

the combine I was excited and a little 
surprised," Hebert said. "At first I 
did not realize that it was the actual 
combine in Indianapolis and I al-
most threw it away. Now that it has 
been awhile, though, I have calmed 
down and started to focus on get-
ting ready." 

Dawson, who at Rice played the 
"bandit" position, a combination of 
linebacker and safety, will likely be 
joining Hebert in playing the safety 
position at the next level. Dawson, 
however, is not concerned with 
which position he might play as he 
heads into the combine — he just 
wants a chance to prove himself as 
a leader and a hard worker. 

"I have always followed the com-
bine every year and it is an honor to 
be among the players selected," 
Dawson said. "1 am not sure what 
my chances are of being drafted at 
this point in the process, but 1 feel 
my chances of making the NFL are 
good because I will work as hard as 
possible to make it happen. 1 will 
play anywhere a team asks me be-
cause I love football and 1 want to 
help the team." 

Dawson, who was a semifinalist 
for the Bronco Nagurski Defensive 
Player of the Year award, has al-
ready had two chances to impress 
NFL scouts this winter in college all-
star games. Dawson played in the 
East-West Shrine Game Jan. 12 and 
he joined Rice teammate Aaron 
Sandoval on the Gray team in the 
Blue-Grav Game Dec. 25. 

Dawson, however, viewed these 
games more as an opportunity to 
serve as an ambassador of Rice foot-
ball rather than a chance to show off 
in front of the scouts. 

"I did not treat these two games 
as the beginning of my NFL career," 
Dawson said. "I treated them as the 
end of my college career. I heard too 
many players talking about scouts, 
agents and money. Those things are 
not what football is all about. 

"I went to those games to repre-
sent Rice in the best way that I could. 
It was an honor to be invited to both 
of those great games." 

While Dawson hopes he will 
have a successful professional foot-
ball career himself, he wants any 
success he has to rub off on Rice 
and its recruiting efforts in the fu-
ture. 

"I hope [our invitation to the 
combine] will help Rice get some 
national exposure and help in re-
cruiting," Dawson said. "It can help 
show players we have now that 
they can chase this NFL dream if 
they choose to." 

m 
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Men's tennis gears up for spring 
by John Turpin 

THRESHER STAtT 

Building on last year's winning 
season, the men's tennis team started 
the spring off on the right foot at the 
Met/Rice Indoor Tournament held 
at the Metropolitan Racquet Club 
last weekend. 

Rice played host to tennis power-
houses such as Southern Methodist 
University, Texas A&M University, 
Baylor University, Texas Christian 
University and the University of 
Texas in the spring season's first big 
match-up. Among the top players, 
UT's sixth-ranked Jean Simon 
earned the tournament's top seed 
while Rice's top singles player, 34th-
ranked sophomore Richard Barker, 
came in as the third seed. 

Friday's action witnessed a flurry 
of upsets in the Flight A draw as 
Simon, Richard Barker and Texas 
A&M's No. 4-seeded Ryan Newport 
all fell in the first round. Rice junior 
Matthias Mathaes was the only Owl 
to advance with a three-set win 

against UT's Jose Zarhi. 
Flight B went better for the Owls, 

who filled four of the eight spots in 
the quarterfinals with sophomore 
Vuk Rajevac, senior Prakash 
Venkataraman, junior Ramez Qamer 
and freshman Takehito Morita all 
advancing. 

"We played very well overall 
considering it was such a tough 
tournament, with five top-20 teams 
sending players," head coach Ron 
Smarr said. "Everyone played re-
ally hard and won some matches, 
which is important early in the sea-
son." 

The second day was full of 
doubles competition. Rice's second-
seeded team of Richard and William 
Barker advanced to the finals in 
Flight A competition with a 8-0 win 
over a TCU team while junior Cody 
Jackson and Morita advanced to the 
finals. 

In the singles action, both Qamer 
and Rajevac lost after advancing to 
the semifinals in Flight B. Mathaes 
continued his run in Flight A until he 

Women's tennis drops two 
by Wei-Han Tan 

THRESHER STAFF 

So much for easing into the season. 
The women's tennis team opened 

the spring dual match season last 
weekend against No. 4 Vanderbilt 
University and No. 25 University of 
South Alabama. The Owls fell in both 
matches, losing 7-0 to Vanderbilt 
and 5-2 to South Alabama. 

Facing highly-ranked Vanderbilt 
in the first match of the spring sea-
son was a daunting task. Likely the 
toughest opponent Rice will face all 
season. Vanderbilt was second at 
last year's NCAA Championships. 

"We all knew that it was going to 
be tough, but we also know that we 
are much better than we're credited 
for." senior Natalie Briaud said. "We 
went into this match fearless and 
ready to take it one point at a time 
because we had everything to gain 
and nothing to lose." 

In the Owls' match against South 
Alabama, junior Jeri Gonzales, play-
ing at the No. 1 spot for only the 
second time in her career, defeated 
her opponent Josien Boverhof by a 
6-0, 4-6, 6-4 score. 

"It felt really good getting the 
victory," Gonzales said. "I had my 
first big matches at No. 1 and it was 
good to get it under my belt. 'Hie 
girls at this level are incredible — 
the little mistakes can kill you. This 
win helped reaffirm my belief that 1 
can compete at this level." 

Also victorious was sophomore 
Annie Goodrich, who had her oppo-
nent, Viktoria Stoklasova, on the 
ropes at 4-6, 3-0 at the No. 4 singles 

Lacrosse no match for A&M 
by Cary Kottler 

THRESHER STAFF 

The members of the men's club 
lacrosse team knewthey faced a tough 
test when they saw that their first 
conference game of the year matched 
them up with Texas A&M University. 

After all, the Aggies were ranked 
sixth in the nation heading into 
Saturday's game in College Station. 

What the Owls did not expect, 
however, was a 22-2 drubbing at the 
hands of the Aggies. 

Little went well for the Owls 
Saturday, as Texas A&M controlled 
the tempo of the game throughout. 

"The A&M players were prob-
ably in better condition than us, and 
they had definitely practiced more 
after the winter break," junior 
attackman Doug Mraw said. "Our 
offensive execution needs improve-
ment, but I'm sure we'll work on it in 
practice this week." 

The bright spot for the Owls was 
a solid zone defense that held the 
Aggies to 22 goals. Last season, the 
Aggies scored more than 22 goals 

lost to Baylor's Zoltan Papp by a 1-6, 
6-1, 3-6 score in the semifinals 

In doubles, the Barker brothers 
eventually fell in a close match to 
Portland's top-seeded team of Parrott 
and Malecek. Portland's team went 
ahead for good 5-4 after finally con-
verting a much-needed break point. 

In Flight B, the Owl combo of 
Jackson and Morita took the doubles 
title with another close 9-8 victory 
over a Texas A&M team. 

The Owls now must look ahead 
at a daunting schedule full of great 
opponents and plenty of travel. 
34th-ranked Rice has to play the 
University of Nebraska, No. 36 
Arizona State University and No. 
13 A&M on their home courts all 
within the next month. 

Smarr is excited about the oppor-
tunity to play such high-caliber 
teams, but realizes the danger in the 
packed schedule. 

"We'll have to play well because 
it'll be hard to rebound quickly if we 
hit any trouble playing so many good 
teams in spurts," Smarr said. 

k ' '''<&ws-; 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Freshman Sydney Jim hits a forehand in practice Tuesday. Jim won in three 
sets in the first round of Flight B singles at the Met /R ice indoor Invitational 
Saturday before falling to TCU's Daniel Scholten. 

spot before Stoklasova retired. 
"I felt really good going into the 

match," Goodrich said. "She was 
ranked No. 32 in the nation, and I 
guess she realized that she would 
have to put forth a lot more effort 
than she wanted to in our match 
and so she decided to retire. I played 
well and ended up winning, but I do 
wish that we could have finished it 
off." 

The matches revealed two things 
the Owls plan to work on: doubles 
play, as Rice went winless in doubles 
action over the weekend, and capi-
talizing when in control of a match. 

"We had opportunities to win the 
match that we did not capitalize on," 
head coach Roger White said. "The 
team wants success, they're hun-
gry-, but first and foremost they have 
to believe that being on top is where 
they belong. 

"We play exceptionally well when 
we're behind. We need to finish it off 
when we're in command." 

The Owls face No. 18 Baylor 
University and Middle Tennessee 
State University this weekend in 
Waco. Both of these opponents will 
be tough, as Middle Tennessee 
State's top seed defeated the 15th-
ranked singles player in the nation 
this past weekend. 

After playing competit ively 
against South Alabama, however, 
the Owls enter the matches confi-
dent and ready to claim their first 
dual match win of the season. 

"We have a lot of talent and 
depth," Briaud said. "This is by far 
the best team that I've been on in my 
four years here." 

four times, including a 27-2 victory 
over Rice in the Lone Star Alliance 
playoffs. 

Rice's first goal Saturday was 
scored by f reshman attackman 
Andrew Brice on a well-designed 
penalty play, and senior midfielder 
John Chao added the second goal 
late in the fourth quarter. 

While the outcome of the game 
was not what the Owls had hoped 
for, they have the rest of the season 
to improve. With A&M towering over 
the rest of the Lone Star Alliance, 
the Owls are certainly not out of the 
playoff hunt. 

"I'm sure our practices will be 
even more intense this week and 
we'll be ready for our next game," 
sophomore defenseman Frank 
Donnelly said. 

The Owls will face a more man-
ageable opponent when they take 
on the University of North Texas 
this weekend at the Rice Lacrosse 
Field. The date and time of the game 
is yet to be determined, as the teams 
will either play tonight or tomorrow 
afternoon. 

q(Eo<Rg<EcrocWN VNIViE(RSI(VY 
School for Summer and Continuing Education 

— Summer Programs 2002 *****——*— 

£*! The European Union Antwerp Summer Program 

A program for students to study economic integration in the context of the 

European Union. 

May 19 - June 1 Antwerp, Belgium 

S B Gateway to Business 
An intensive business program designed for non-business majors. 

June 3 - July 5 Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

50 Latin America in the Age of Globalization 
A survey of the global political and economic setting in Latin America 

July 8- August 16 Buenos Aires, Argentina 

For more information, please contact: 

The School for Summer and Continuing Education 
Georgetown University, Box 571006, Washington. DC 2t)057-1006 , 

Phone : (202) 687-5400 Fax: (202) 687-8954 

Email: mik25(a 2eor2etown.edu Web: http://www.2eor2etown.edu/ssce 

Georgetowh University is an equal opportunity affirmative action institution in employment 

and admissions. 

Student Employment Opportunities 
The Recreation Center 

Aquatics 

Contact Scott Wray 
713.348.2742 

swray@ricc.cdu 
Aquatic Instructors 

Lifeguards 

Intramurals: 
Contact Tina Villard 

713.348.5398 
ims@rice.edu 

Operations: 
Contact Steve Walton 

713.348.4078 
swalton@rice.edu 

Facility / Entry Managers 

Weight Room Attendants 

Intramural Sports Supervisor 
No experience necessary. Flexible hours. You will be trained through the 

Intramural Sports Office. Supervisors are responsible for set-up, take down and 
management of various intramural sports and officials. 1 year as an official 

preferred. WorkStudy or Rice Work; $7.25 an hour 

Intramural Sports Official 
No experience necessary. You will be trained through the Intramural 

Sports Office. Officials are responsible for sport officiating and game 
management. Flexible hours, Work Study or Rice Work; $7.00 a game to start 

Intramural Sports Office Assistant 

The Intramural Sports Office relies on its student office assistant for various clencal 

tasks, including data entry, and provides a fun and convenient work environment for 

them. Flexible hours, will train. Work Study or Rice Work; $7.50 an hour 

http://www.2eor2etown.edu/ssce
mailto:swray@ricc.cdu
mailto:ims@rice.edu
mailto:swalton@rice.edu
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BY THE 

jan. 17-19 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 43 LOUISIANA TECH 57 

Rice 
Louisiana Tech 

23 
29 

20 — 43 
28 — 57 

Rice (6-10, 1 -5 WAC) 
Harris 3-8 0-2 7, Diene 1-2 1-2 3. Mance 1-5 0-2 2, 
Smith 0-2 0-0 0, Tyndell 1-5 0-0 3, Gillespie 0-5 2-2 
2, Evans 3-5 0-2 6. McKenzie 4-9 1-4 9. Kollik 3-13 
2-2 11, Robison 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 16 54 6-16 43 

Louisiana Tech (10-6, 4-3 WAC) 
Johnson 1-5 0-1 2, Meeking 5-8 3-6 13, Henderson 
4-11 2-2 11. Edwards 1-3 1-5 3, Cole 4-8 3-4 13, 
Felton 0-3 1-4 1, Powell 1-6 0-0 2, Wilder 0-2 2-2 2, 
Brown 3-6 3-4 10 
Totals: 19-52 15-28 57 

Three-point goals — Rice 5-17 (Harris 1-2, Mance 0-
2, Smith 0-1, Tyndell 1-3, Gillespie 0-1, Kollik 3-8), 
Louisiana Tech 4-13 (Henderson 1-3, Cole 2-4, Felton 
0-3, Wilder 0-1, Brown 1-2) 

Rebounds — Rice 37 (Harris, Mance, Evans 6), 
Louisiana Tech 46 (Meeking 12) 

Assists — Rice 8 (Smith 3), Louisiana Tech 14 
(Henderson 5) 

RICE 49 SMU 76 

Rice 
SMU 

27 
35 

22 
41 

49 
76 

Rice (6-9, 1 -4 WAC) 
Mance 2-9 0-0 5, Smith 3-7 4-4 11, Tyndell 3-10 2-
2 10, Harris 6-12 2-4 15, Diene 1-2 1-3 3, Gillespie 
2-10 1-2 5, Collins 0-0 0-0 0. Evans 0-1 0-0 0, 
McKenzie 0-2 0-0 0, Walton 0-0 0-2 0, Robison 0-2 
0 - 0 0 

Totals: 17-55 10-17 49 

SMU (10-6 . 5 - 1 WAC) 

Simpson 2-6 0-0 4. Hancock 7-14 7-9 23, Ross 2-7 
6-7 11, Lowe 0-3 1-2 1, Niemi 3-7 2-2 8, Isham 3-6 
2-2 10. Dement 0-0 2-2 2, Castro 3-5 3-3 9, Hatch 1-
1 0-1 2, Kelley 3-6 0-0 6, Pharis 0-0 0-0 0, Smith 0-
0 0-0 0, Forinash 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 24-55 23-28 76 
Three point goals — Rice 5-18 (Mance 1-4, Smith 1-
2, Tyndell 2-4, Harris 1-2, Gillespie 0-4, Robison 0-
2), SMU 5-14 (Hancock 2-4, Ross 1-5, Lowe 0-1. 
Isham 2-3, Castro 0-1) 

Rebounds — Ricp 37 (Harris 13), SMU 40 (Simpson, 
Lowe 8) 

Assists — Rice 10 (Mance 3). SMU 12 (Hancock 5) 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

SAN JOSE STATE 68 RICE 78 

San Jose State 27 
Rice 34 

41 
44 

68 
78 

San Jose Sta te (9-7, 4-3 WAC) 
Ta. Taylor 2-5 0-0 4. A'Giza 6-11 3-5 15, M. Smith 0-
1 2-2 2, Williams 4-19 9-12 17, Parker 7-17 2-3 20, 
Andrews 0-2 1-4 1, Kellogg 1-7 2-2 4, Te. Taylor 1-3 
2-2 4. C. Smith 0-0 1-2 1 
Totals: 21-65 22-32 68 

Rice (12-4 . 6 - 1 WAC) 
Liggett 5-11 0-0 14, Mcintosh 2-8 4-9 8, Hayes 5-11 
3-6 13, Maynard 3-8 4-5 11, Lawson 3-5 1-3 8, Rigg 
0-0 0-0 0, Brown 0-2 0-0 0. Woods 0-1 0-0 0, Sam 2-
5 4-6 9, James 0-2 1-2 1, Inman 2-7 10-11 14 
Totals: 22-61 27-42 78 

Three-point goals — San Jose State 4-16 (Williams 
0-4, Parker 4-9, Kellogg 0-3), Rice 7-20 (Liggett 4-8, 
Maynard 1-5, Lawson 1-1, Brown 0-2, Sam 1-3, 
James 0-1) 

Rebounds — San Jose State 43 (A'Giza 11). Rice 54 
(Hayes 14) 

Assists — San Jose State 12 (Williams 7), Rice 14 
(Liggett, Mcintosh. Maynard, Lawson 3 

A — 1,001 

HAWAII 43 RICE 57 

Hawaii 
Rice 

23 
32 

2 0 — 

25 — 
43 
57 

Hawai i (10-4 . 3-2 WAC) 
Allen 3-9 4-6 10, Greeny 1 6 3-4 5, Roper 17 2-4 4, 
Gabrielova 1-8 4-6 6, Atuaia 1-4 4-6 6, Willoughby 2 
5 2-2 6, Abele0-10-10. Brossman 0-6 1-2 1, Gabriel 
0-0 2-4 2. Wagner 1-5 1-2 3 
Totals: 10-50 23-37 43 

Rice (11 -4 , 5 - 1 WAC) 
Liggett 3-9 1-2 8, Mcintosh 3-8 1 4 7, Hayes 2-12 1 
3 5, Maynard 4-11 3-4 13, Lawson 3-6 0-1 7, Rigg 1 
3 1-2 3, Brown 2-3 0-0 6, Woods 0-2 1-3 1, Sam 1-
5 1-1 3, Inman 1-7 2-2 4 
Totals: 20-66 11-22 57 

Three-point goals — Hawaii 0-6 (Greeny 0-1, 
Gabrielova 0-3. Atuaia 0 1 , Brossman 0-1), Rice 6-17 
(Liggett 1-4, Maynard 2-6, Lawson 1-2, Rigg 0-1, 
Brown 2-3, Sam 0-1) 

Rebounds — Hawaii 54 (Roper 9), Rice 44 (Hayes 8) 

Assists — Hawaii 4 (Gabrielova, Atuaia, Gabriel. 
Wagner 1), Rice 13 (Liggett 4) 

A - 5 1 0 

Rice hopes to prove 
itself on road trip 
WAC, from Page 13 
fall, Johnetta was our leading 
rebounder and had six blocked 
shots [against Hawaii]," 
McKinney said. "The blocked 
shots — that's something we 
haven't had in the past that she's 
added, and that's fun to have. 

"You don't have to score points 
to contribute to what the team's 
doing. If you're not on one night, 
you can do other things to help 
the team win." 

One of the unsung heroes of 
Rice's win over Hawaii was fresh-
man forward Michelle Woods. 
When fellow post players Hayes, 
sophomore Elisa Inman and se-
nior Daneesh Mcintosh each had 
four fouls in the second half. Woods 
was called upon to guard Hawaii 
center Christen Roper for most of 
the final eight minutes of the game. 

Woods, who missed five 
games earlier this season with a 
foot injury, stepped up to the task, 
recording four rebounds and 
holding Roper to just one point 
the rest of the game. 

"Michelle's going to be a re-
ally good player," McKinney said. 

"She's a bit behind because of 
the injury and her being just a 
freshman. But she has good 
hands and comes up with balls 
that are around her. Her quality 
minutes were huge." 

To stay in the hunt for the 
WAC title, Rice will need to prove 
it can play well on the road, with 
road games at the University of 
Nevada and Fresno State Univer-
sity ahead next week. Junior 
guard Kara Liggett said the way 
the team gets along makes her 
look forward to road trips. 

"I don't care if we go to Boise, 
Idaho or Hawaii, it doesn't matter 
to me, I just like road trips," Liggett 
said. "We get along real well. We're 
all hanging out in someone's ho-
tel room and we're never done 
that before. We used to not like 
being with each other, I guess. 

"The team used to not congre-
gate in each other's room but 
now we're doing that a whole lot 
more often. And that translates 
on the court — when we know 
our teammates better as people it 
can help us know them better as 
players on the court." 

Owls host SJSU tomorrow 
BASKETBALL, from Page 13 
with a stress fracture and several 
key players in foul trouble, Rice's 
offense began to sputter as Louisi-
ana Tech edged away from the 
younger, smaller Owls. 

"We had some guys in foul 
trouble, and when you're in foul 
trouble you have the tendency to 
play tentative," Wilson said. "All of 
a sudden, we're trying to stay above 
water on the defensive side. When 
guys start playing tentative on that 
end they play tentative on the oppo-
site side." 

The most glaring offensive weak-
ness for the Owls came at the free 
throw line. After making 10 of 17 
free throw attempts at SMU, Rice 
made just six of 16 attempts at Loui-
siana Tech. 

"It was very disappointing for us 
to shoot 6 of 16 from the free throw 
line," Wilson said. "Free throws are 
what allows you to win games, stay 
in games when you're on the road, 
and there's just no reason not to 
make free throws." 

Aside from making free throws, 
however, the Owls said no radical 
changes are needed in the offense 
— they're focusing on executing 
their system as they did in convinc-
ing wins over Baylor University and 
the University of Texas at El Paso 
earlier this season. 

"I just think we keep plugging 
along as we have been," Wilson said. 

"With as young of a team as we're 
fielding, those young guys need to 
gain confidence in the things we're 
doing. The things that I see are very 
positive. We just have to recognize 
the situations a little bit better and 
make better decisions." 

Nothing could be a better confi-
dence-builder than knocking off the 
conference leader. Hawaii features 
an explosive offense led by senior 
guard Predrag Savovic's 20 points 
per game, but the Rainbows showed 
their vulnerability on the road Satur-
day as they fell 57-53 to San Jose 
State, which was previously winless 
in WAC play. 

"Hawaii is a very mature team," 
Wilson said. "They play with a great 
deal of intensity and they put five 
guys on the floor that can score at all 
times, so you really have to guard 
them at all spots on the floor." 

Monday night, the Owls face the 
University ofTulsa (14-3,5-1) on the 
road to end a stretch of three games 
in five days for Rice. The Tulsa game 
presents one of the Owls' toughest 
challenges of the season, with the 
Golden Hurricane consistently draw-
ing large, loud crowds to their arena. 
The Owls said a couple of home wins 
this weekend would provide some 
crucial momentum. 

"It's a long season," Mance said. 
"If we win at home, we'll be fine in 
conference. We're just trying to stay 
confident and look forward." 

5. I 

President of Urban League 
Calls for Review of Inequity 
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INFORMATION SESSION 
Wednesday, January 30, 2002 • 6:00 pm 

Miner Lounge 
Wt?>» 5-* tyu •<* i 

T E A C H FOR A M E R I C A IS THE N A T I O N A L C O R P S T H A T 

C A L L S U P O N O U T S T A N D I N G A N D D I V E R S E R E C E N T 

COLLEGE GRADUATES TO C O M M I T T W O YEARS TO TEACH 

IN U R B A N A N D RURAL P U B L I C SCHOOLS A N D BECOME 

L I F E L O N G L E A D E R S IN E N S U R I N G T H A T ALL OF OUR 

N A T I O N ' S C H I L D R E N HAVE AN EQUAL C H A N C E IN L IFE. 

No p r e v i o u s e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e w o r k r e q u i r e d . 
Fu l l t e a c h e r s a l a r y and b e n e f i t s . 

H U M s VI 
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TEACHFORAMERICA 
www.teachforamerica.org 

http://www.teachforamerica.org
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THE RICE THRESHER CALENDAR FRIDAY, JANUARY 25. 2002 

friday JAN 2 5 

Thinking of adding another class? You'd 

better think about getting to the 

Registrar's Office by 5 p.m., because 

today is the last day to A D D 

COURSES without a fee-

The women's varsity SWIM team 

challenges Southern Methodist University 

at 7 p.m. at the Recreation Center pool. For 

swimming events, the pool will be closed 

from 2:30 p.m. today through Saturday, 

reopening for regular hours Sunday. 

Join your friends from Brown College as 

they kick off the year's first P U B 

NIGHT in Willy's Pub beginning at 

10 p.m. 

Saturday IAN 

The Shepherd School of Music sponsors 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
CONCERT f ° r children of all 

ages, from 11 a.m. to noon. The free 

concert, held in Stude Concert Hall, 

features the Shepherd School Symphony 

Orchestra. 

The women's SWIM team competes 

against Texas A&M in the Rice Pool at 

1 p.m. 

The men's BASKETBALL 
team faces off against San Jose State 

University at 7:05 p.m. in Autry Court. 

Flutist Katherine Kemler and pianist Jan 

Grimes perform a guest artist 

RECITAL at 8 p.m. in Duncan 

Recital Hall. The recital will feature the 

music of Hayden, La Berge, Dick, 

Sollberger and Taktakishvili, 

tuesday JAN 2 9 

Suzanne Folds McCullagh, curator of 

prints and drawings at The Art Institute of 

Chicago, presents "The Primacy of 

Drawing in the RENAISSANCE 
and BAROQUEl,alian 

DRAWINGS in The Art Institute 

of Chicago," as a scholar's forum 

sponsored by the Art and Art History 

Department. The lecture is at 4 :30 p.m. in 

Sewall Hall, Room 301. 

"What SENIORS WISH THEY 
KNEW a workshop sponsored by 

Career Services. Academic Advising and 

Study Abroad, will provide tips from seniors 

about what they would've done differently if 

they could start all over. The workshops will 

be held individually in each college 

masters' house at 7 p.m., tonight at Wiess 

College and Thursday at Will Rice College. 

The Shepherd School of Music presents a 

Faculty Composers CONCERT 
featuring the music of Arthur Gottschalk, 

Edward Applebaum, Pierre Jalbert and 

others at 8 p.m. in Duncan Recital Hall in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

Edward James Olmos delivers the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Memorial Lecture, 

•WE'RE ALL IN THE 
SAME GANG"as fa,t of the 

free President's Lecture Series from 8 to 

9 :30 p.m. in the Grand Hall of the Rice 

Memorial Center. Olmos, a mult i talented 

actor, producer, director and community 

activist, has been nominated for awards 

for his performaces in Zoot Suit, Stand 

and Deliver, The Burning Season and 

Miami Vice. He now serves as the 

executive director of a national gang 

prevention program, Lives in Hazard, which 

is currently funded by the U.S. 

Department of Justice. 

thursday JAN 3 1 

At 7:05 p.m. in Autry Court, the men's 

BASKETBALLteam p|avs the 

University of Nevada. 

Professor Leslie Reagan from the 

University of Illinois speaks as part of the 

Harold and Margaret Rorschach Lecture 

Series in Legal History, sponsored by the 

History Department. Her lecture, "Crossing 

the U.S.-Mexican Border for 

ABORTIONS: WOMEN 
BREAKING LAWS 'is fTOm 

7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Kyle Morrow Room on 

the third floor of Fondren Library. 

The Leon Wilson Clark Opera Series 

begins tonight, with nightly shows through 

Feb. 3. Each performace begins at 7 :30 

p.m. in the Wortham Opera Theatre in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall and features scenes 

from OPERA and musical 

THEATER 

Come meet the authors of the book 

FOUR SOULS four men who 

graduated from college and then traveled 

the world to remote lands, living and 

working with locals in a search for 

purpose and meaning. The men will 

divulge the fruits of their journeys at 

9 p.m. in Sammy's Cafe at CRU, the 

weekly meeting of Campus Crusade for 

Christ. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Calendar 
Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by FAX t 0
 Calendar Editor, 

(713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to puoiication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-

available basis. 
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"I once multiplied a fish that was this big..." 

* 
<*• 

Engaging in the centuries-old practice of making money off of Jesus Christ 
and His message of forgiveness, Accoutrements, a Washington novelty manufac-
turer, has released "Jesus — the Action Figure." With his posable arms, action 
figure Jesus can heal the sick, beat up Buddha action figures (they're nonviolent) 
and save the world. Additionally, Jesus the action figure features "gliding ac-
tion," so he can glide across your desk as easily as he did the Sea of Galilee. This 
Jesus is a little less Gospel of John, a little more Gospel of Thomas. 

For those of you concerned for the souls of those folks at Accoutrements, 
know that their top 25 products list also includes the Nun-Punching Puppet, Devil 
Duck (making bathtime sinful) and Nunzilla. According to product literature, "No 
one is safe from the wrath of the fire breathing Nunzilla!" Straight to Hell. 

Rock-'em-Sock-'em Jesus is available in toy stores everywhere. 

Ever want to beat up 
Josh Ginsberg? 
"If I don't have the Thresher Web site finished by the end of this week, you 
can come into the Five-Man at 3:30 a.m. with a 12-inch hunting 
blade and a rubber band and threaten to cut off my testicles. 
Or you can just kick me in the crotch." 

The Lord of Hosts, seen at left, 
can also walk like an Egyptian — 
you know, those enslavers of the 
12 tribes of Abraham. 

mr 0 0 0 

i 

In these troubled times of terrorism, joblessness, corporate piracy 

and overall foolishness, it's always nice to have a disinterested 

glowing skull to mete out handy advice on love, life and everything 

that matters. Returning from Hell in the form of a floating head 

surrounded by rays of light, the Disembodied Head brought with it 

all the answers to your most pressing questions. 

Dear Disembodied Head: 
I'm a generally good person, but I'm really worried 

about going to Hell. Having been to Hell, are there any 
tips that you can give a girl so that she can keep away 
from the eternal torment of neverending death? 

— Jenny 

Dear Jenny: 
Not going to hell is pretty simple if only you follow 

five simple rules: 
1. Don't kill anyone who does not richly deserve it. 

Examples of the deserving include LaToya Jackson and 
the creators of "ALF." 

2. Never ever bring a cell phone into a movie 
theater. People who do this bob in a lake of fire. 

3. Don't spend your entire administration grubbing 
money from soon-to-be-bankrupt companies instead of 
addressing student issues. 

4. Don't run an energy trading firm into bankruptcy. 
5. Whatever you do, don't cross a floating head. 

Dear George: 
If you ever have to jump out of an airplane, be sure 

to do it in a diving motion, with your head towards the 
nose. Otherwise, you'll fly straight back and hit the tail. 
I hope that helps you out! 

Dear Disembodied Head: 
I'm really interested in this one girl, but she's pretty 

young. Can love overcome age, or am I just setting 
myself up for failure? 

— G 

Dear G: 
Allow me to answer by way of an excerpt from the 

journal of the 7th-grade transient who lives in my 
room: 

"Dear Diary — Oh my God! Like. Becky and this 8th 
grader Got It On at Dawn's party when Dawn's parents 
were gone. No way? Way! At first. I was like, 'Isn't he 
a little old for you?' But she was like. 'He knows it. girl,' 
and I was like. 'Hella cool!'" 

And so on. In other words, go for it. 

I/Wess College senior Joshua Ginsberg, Jan. 20, 2002 

Let's keep him to his word. (Thanks in advance, Josh.) 

Dear Disembodied Head: 
Do you know if Health Services plans to provide flu 

immunization shots anytime during January? 
— George 

Dear Disembodied Head: 
I recently met a nice young lady who I find quite 

fetching. She's very cute, and we even have similar 
tastes in music, fashion and portfolio allocation. The 
problem is, she doesn't say very much, and our conver-
sations inevitably run dry in a matter of minutes. What 
can I do so we have something to talk about? 

— Richard 

Dear Dick: 
You sound pretty interesting yourself — it's the girl 

who's quieter than a Rice male at an off-campus bar. You 
need to give her something to talk about. Some ideas: 

• Hire a hooker for her roommate — sexiled people 
get out more. 

• Steal her car — walking makes you notice the 
little things, like birds chirping and smog sticking to 
your eyeballs. 

• Switch her bottle of aspirin with methamphet-
amines to create "drama." 

• Have a "fugitive" hide in room while "campos" 
kick in door and "shoot" him. 

• Hire actors to impersonate parents, disown her. 
• Leave a creepy wooden clown on her doorstep. 
• Hire drunk actor Sean Penn to throw things at her. 
• Have news anchor talk to her through her TV. 
• Drug her, leave her h a rural Mexican graveyard. 
• Lock her in cab. drive cab into San Francisco Bay. 
• Push her off a 30-story building, letting her fall 

through a break-away arboretum onto a big air mat. 
• Replace her with Michael Douglas, make movie 

about her experiences, name movie The Game. 
If you follow these simple steps. I'm sure you'll be 

talking about something in no time. Good luck! 

The Disembodied Head accepts letters via e-mail to 
backpage@rice.edu. 

For $15 you can make fun of people in the classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

ONE OF THE HOTTEST NIGHT 
clubs in town. Have a Nice Day Cafe is 
looking for bartenders, shot and beer 
tub positions. If you are interested, 
call Nick at (713) 236-0063. 

COUNTER HELP wanted at Picnic, a 
neighborhood sandwich and coffee 
shop located at 1928 Bissonet. Open 
M-F, 10-5, Sat. 8-4. Apply in person 
after 2 p.m. Will work with school 
schedule. 

TUTORS WANTED - Winn Tutoring 
is hiring tutors for all elementary, 
middle and high school subjects. Earn 
up to $19/hr! Transportation is neces-
sary. Please call us at (888) 903-3230. 

WORK-STUDY POSITIONS: Friends 
of Hermann park seeks energetic stu-
dents to help in several areas. Jobs 
available include environmental edu-
cation assistant, development assis-
tant, projects assistant and pedal boat 
assistant manager. (713) 524-5876. 

SEMINAR ORGANIZER & marketer 
(print), part-time, $15/hr . No experi-
ence required. No travel involved. 
Must be assertive and complete tasks 
be fo re deadl ine . Most work from 
home. Call (713) 526-6650. 

NANNY WANTED: West U. family 
seeking part-time nanny/household 
helper, ASAP. Weekday afternoons. 
Care for school-age child, perform light 
housekeeping. Need reliable transpor-
tation, references, good attitude. (713) 
839-1186. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES. Student 
groups: Earn $1,000 -$2,000 this semes-
ter with the easy Campusfundraiser.com 
three hourtundraisingevent Fundraising 
dates are filling quickly, so call today! 

***ACT NOW! Guarantee the best 
spring break prices! South Padre, 
Canctin, Jamaica, Bahamas, Acapulco, 
Florida & Mardi Gras. Reps, needed. . . 
Travel for free, earn $$$. Group dis-
counts for 6+. www.leisuretours.com 
(800) 838-8203. 

$3,000 FEE PAID TO EGG DONORS 
"Have a heart — give an egg" Give the 
gift of life to help infertile couples. 
Reply to info@eggdonnrcenter.com or 
(214) 503-6553. 

MAKE FUN OF YOUR FRIENDS! For 
the low price of $15 you too can make 
up fake classifieds and use them to 
laugh at your friends! For more infor-
mation. e-mail classifieds@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd floor Ley Student Center 
Houston. TX 77005-1892 

Phone:(713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the 
right to refuse any advertising 
for any reason and does not 
take responsibility for the fac-
tual content of any ad. WILLYS PUB 
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