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Demand exceeds seats 
ID holders turned away from Greenspan, Putin speeches 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Hundreds of students attempting to attend 
this week's speeches by Alan Greenspan and 
Vladimir Putin were unable to gain admission. 
Some students who had tickets left without 
seats, as did others who had waited on standby 
for hours prior to the event. 

Greenspan, Putin discuss world issues and 
U.S. policies. See Stories, Pages 8-9. 

Both speeches were held at Stude Concert 
Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall, which seated 
about 770 people for each speech, facilities man-
ager Marty Merritt said. The events were avail-
able by Webcast and on-campus closed-circuit 
TV. Overflow rooms at Baker Hall, with seating 
capacity of several hundred, were also provided. 

W.O. King, the James A Baker III Institute 

for Public Policy administrator, said 300 tickets 
were available for Rice students, staff and faculty 
for the speech by Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, held Wednesday at noon (See Story, Page 
9). In addition, 200 standby tickets were issued. 

Tickets were available Nov. 5, and King said 
they were all reserved by the morning of Nov. 7. 

Some students who attempted to attend 
Putin's speech said no one with a standby 
ticket got in, and around 30 to 40 people with 
regular tickets were unable to get in. 

Wiess College freshman Carolyn Sylvan, 
who got a ticket last week, said she arrived at 
Alice Pratt Brown at about 11:20 a.m. and was 
told she would not be allowed into Stude Hall 
because more members of the Russian press 
showed up than expected. Seating opened at 
10:30 a.m., and all audience members were told 
they needed to be in their seats by 11:30 a.m. 

King said he was not sure what happened. 
Baker Institute Director Edward Djerejian said 

See SEATS, Page 6 

KONSTANTIN TSVAYGBOVM/THRESHER 

Houston Police Department officers secure the area by the intramural fields where helicopters 
transporting Russian President Vladimir Putin landed Wednesday. 

A collection of twigs 
ALEX HEMSATH/THRSHER 

Anthropology Professor Benjamin Lee peers through a mesh of bamboo twigs pieced together to form a room-
sized sculpture called "Ikasu" at the Rice Art Gallery in Sewall Hall. The exhibit runs through Dec. 9. 

SA debates Sept. 11 make-up dates 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITOR1AI STAFF 

The University Council will meet 
Monday to begin formulating a pro-
posal to cancel classes Sept. 11,2002. 
Should a replacement day of classes 
be added, the Student Association 
decided it would prefer that the Uni-
versity Council choose to add a day 
of classes at the end of the semester. 

At the Nov. 7 faculty meeting. 
Student As socation Presidents Jamie 
Lisagor and Gavin Parks proposed 

creating a day of remembrance for 
the events of Sept. 11 by canceling 
classes on the first anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks. The general 
faculty referred the matter to the 
University Council, with instructions 
to formulate a proposal with a re-
scheduled day of class the faculty 
could vote on. 

Once the University Council for-
mulates a proposal, it will be sent 
back to the general faculty for ap-
proval. The next faculty meeting is 
scheduled for Jan. 29. 

More students studying abroad in spring 
by Kevin Grahmann 

THRESHER STAFF 

More Rice students plan to study 
abroad next semester but fewer in-
ternational students are applying to 
come here compared to last year, 
study abroad advisers and Admis-
sion Office employees said. 

Study Abroad Adviser Vicki 
Seefeldt-We^t said 18 percent more 
students plan to study abroad next 
semester than last spring despite 
predictions that the Sept. 11 attacks 
would decrease the number of Rice 
students studying in other countries. 

Director of International Pro-

grams and Scholarships Mark 
Scheid said he and the study abroad 
advisers had expected the number 
of students studying abroad next 
semester to decrease. 

"We found at Rice that the study 
abroad fair increased in attendance 
by about 37 percent," Scheid, who is 
also assistant to the president, said. 

Studying abroad 
For many students, safety while 

studying overseas is a primary con-
cern. but Seefeldt-West said little 
has changed in the way the study 
abroad office works. 

"This is not to say that the events 

Buses late after formal 
by Lindsey Gilbert 

THRESHER STAFF 

Attendees of Rice's 18th annual 
Esperanza, "Cosmic Disco," encoun-
tered two dance floors, hundreds of 
space gadgets and one late-night 
transportation problem. 

Over 1,000 students attended the 
formal, held at Space Center Hous-
ton and put on by the Rice Program 
Council. 

The center, although not a feder-
ally funded NASA facility, serves as 
the official visitor's center for the 
Johnson Space Center. The venue 
houses a number of educational and 
interactive space-related exhibits. 

Given Space Center Houston's 
ciistant location, transportation to 
and from the dance was an issue for 
many students. 

Instead of making the 45-minute 
drive, many opted to take the shuttle 
arranged by RPC. The system con-
sisted of four 56-passenger charter 
buses. Beginning at 9:30 p.m. and 
ending at 1 a.m., buses left the 
Sallyport at half-hour intervals. 

Shuttles to the Space Center ran 
fairly smoothly, Rice Program Coun-
cil formal committee co-chairs 
Poonam MehtaandTiffanyTavernier 
said, but buses returning students to 
Rice ran into delays. A wave of return 
buses left promptly after the dance, 
sometime between 2 and 2:10 a.m. 
The next shuttle did not arrive at 
NASA until almost 3:30 a.m., with the 
final shuttle following at 3:45. 

At least 100 students, including 
Baker College f reshman Annie 
Halsey, were stranded outside the 
Space Center for over an hour and a 
half waiting for a return shuttle. 

"I didn't really anticipate leaving 
[NASA] at two because there were 
so many people leaving at the same 
time," Halsey said. "But I thought 
maybe 2:30 since the shuttles were 
supposed to run every half hour." 

Mehta and Tavernier said the 
dance ended late, contributing to 
the shuttle confusion. 

Although the contract covered 
the hours between 9 p.m. and 2 a.m.. 
Mehta and Tavernier said the bus 

See ESPERANZA. Page 7 

INSIDE 

At Monday's SA meeting. SA Presi-
dents Jamie lisagor and Gavin Parks 
presented three possibilities for re-
scheduling the day of classes missed 
due to the observance. 

The first option proposed hold-
ing classes on Sept. 2, Labor Day; 
the second option on Oct. 15, the 
second day of fall break: and the 
third option on Dec. 9, the Monday 
of "dead week," the period between 
the end of classes and exams. 

According to a straw poll taken at 
See P R O P O S A L Page 7 

of Sept. 11 and their after-effects are 
being taken lightly," Seefeldt-West 
said. "Rather. Rice's processes for 
ensuring the safety of our students 
abroad were in place well before the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks." 

Scheid said the study abroatl of-
fice will continue to oversee students' 
safety while they are abroad with 
the safety measures already in place. 

"We are going to continue to be 
vigilant," Scheid said. "We need to 
make sure that the people who are 
on these programs are at least as 
safe as they are in Houston." 

Rice sends s tudents abroad 
See ABROAD. Page 10 

Move into the Allen 
Center 

Preregistration without a fee 
ends today at 5 p.m. After to-
day, preregistering will cost $40. 

Remember to sign-up for 
self-scheduled exams next 
week. Forms are available at 
the Registrar's Office and are 
due Wednesday at 5 p.m. 

Getting out of town 
Rice shuttles will be operat-

ing to and from Hobby Airport 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Meet in the RMC Circle Drive 
Wednesday at9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m. or 
4:30 p.m. Meet outside the bag-
gage claim area Sunday at 1 p.m., 
2:30 p.m.. 4 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 
7 p.m. or 8:30 p.m. 

Thankfully gone 
There will be no issue of the 

Thresher next week due to 
Thanksgiving break. We will be 
enjoying turkey (instead of our 
usual pizza). We encourage you 
to do the same. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

OPINION Page 3 
New war is indefensible 

SPORTS Page 12 
Volleyball at WAC tourney 

A&E Page 17 
Players, Dance Theatre shows 

Quote of the Week 

"And I said. 'If I'm doing this, I'm in 
the wrong business.' And that was 
the best economic move or 
judgment that I have ever made. " 
— Federal Reserve Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, about 
his decision to quit his job as a 
professional musician to study 
economics. See Story, Page 8. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly sunny, 55-78 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 57-77 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy. 54-77 degrees 

Scoreboard 

Football 
Rice 59, Tulsa 32 
Volleyball 
Rice 3, SMU 2 
Rice 3, UTEP 2 
Women's Soccer 
Hawaii 2, Rice 0 
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Organizing speeches 
with students in mind 

When Russian President Vladimir Putin and Federal Reserve Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan spoke at Rice this week, hund reds of 
s tudents were turned away, including some students with tickets (See 
Story, Page 1). 

Student demand for access to these lectures was unders tandably 
high, but even though the Baker Institute for Public Policy would 
never have been able to accommodate everyone who wanted to attend, 
steps could have been taken to bet ter organize the event. 

Two hundred s tandby t ickets for the Putin speech were issued to 
m e m b e r s of the Rice community , even though event organizers 
mus t have realized it was extremely unlikely that many s tandby 
ticket holders would be admit ted. Only 300 normal t ickets were 
issued to Rice faculty, staff and s tuden ts in t he first p l a c e — w h y issue 
almost as many s tandby t ickets as regular tickets? In the end, no one 
with a s tandby ticket was admit ted, and 30 to 40 people with regular 
t ickets were also denied admission. Too many t ickets were issued; in 
t he future , organizers should e i ther c rea te more space inside or 
issue fewer tickets. 

Communication between the Baker Institute and the student body 
also needs to improve. Many s tudents did not learn that t ickets for the 
Putin speech were available until they were nearly all gone. If sending 
messages to college listservs is not spreading the word fast enough, 
maybe a poster campaign or a prominent link off the main Rice Web 
page would do the trick. 

We're proud of the Baker Institute for bringing such dist inguished 
gues ts to Rice, but we'd be even happier if more s tudents could attend 
the lectures. 

Bringing direction 
to Esperanza 

This year 's Esperanza was a good time — if you were able to get 
there and back. 

incorrect directions prinied on every ticket and insufficient shutt le 
services caused transportation oroblems for many partygoer^ even 
leaving some s tudents s t randed ai NASA s Space Center Houston past 
3:30 a.m. (See Story, Page 1). 

Rice Program Council needs to plan better for such issues at fu ture 
formals. When Rondelet comes around in the spring, we hope the 
problems that plagued Esperanza are taken care of well in advance. 

RanonaLe... 
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/'m part of the problem 

Anthrax might just make us die laughing 
If levels of discomfort can be mea-
sured by amounts of laughter, an-
thrax has really got us squirming in 
our seats. 

Almost every time I 
check my mail, I hear at 
least one crack about an-
thrax. People routinely 
greet unsolicited mail with, 
"Who sent this? Maybe it 
has anthrax in it." And ev-
ery time, someone laughs 
or gets in a follow-up joke. 
My favorite: "But they're 
nonprofit. They can't af-
ford things like anthrax." 

When I felt feverish and 
delirious last week, my 
friend delighted in the 
thought that I might have anthrax. 
She said it would be "really cool" — 
but onlv if ' got anthrax and recov-
ered. not if 1 got anthrax and died. 1 
didn'' have anthrax, but I got a few 
good laughs >ut of my Cipro pre-
scription. 

We can't forget about forwarded 
e-mails like the "news alert" announc-
ing a temporary close of Texas Sta-
dium, where the Dallas Cowbovs 
play. Players found an unfamiliar 
white powder on the ground whicli 
was later ruled to be the goal line. 

All these jokes are accompanied 
by laughter previously reserved for 
post-Columbine jokes about school 
shootings. Such jokes are funny, but 
they're funny specifically because 
they make an alarming situation less 
threatening. 

In a perverse way, I think anthrax 
pranks are having a similar effect. 
Sure, they're a little scary, not to 
mention immature, irresponsible and 

Carly 
Kocurek 

My favorite anthrax prank to date 
can be attributed to Clarence Iindsey, 
a postal worker who allegedly 
scrawled "Anthrax Inclosed" on a 

package. A mailman had 
attempted to deliver the 
box and returned it to the 
post office because no one 
was there to accept the 
package. When the recipi-
ent came to retrieve it. the 
message was discovered. 
The box did not in fact con-
tain anthrax. 

So maybe this was a 
little insensitive 'not to 
mention misspelled), but 
it takes a conscious effort 
not to laugh. Lindsey de-

servos credit for his originality Stan-
dard anthrax pranks like leaving piles 
of white powder in administrative 
buildings are just so cliche. 

Any petty thug with a box of bak-
ing soda, flour or other common 
household white powdery substance 
can provoke panic. It's absurd. If 
this wasn't at least a marginally real 
threat, we could just all have a good 
laugh and get on with our lives. 

Before Sept. 11, the word "an-
thrax" had more resonance as the 
name of a metal band than a biologi-
cal hazard. The only scary thing about 
Anthrax was the looming threat that 
eighties hair metal might make a 
comeback. 

Now there's some poor metalhead 
in Lincoln, Neb., cruising around with 
vanity plates that read "ANTHRAX" 
and incurring the hatred of his fellow 
motorists just by driving to work. 
(He's getting them changed.) 

In theory, anthrax pranks 

ally frighten people and waste time. 
They also pose the risk of desensitiz-
ing people to the point that real threats 
are taken too lightly or ignored. 

cruel. But some are just plain funny, shouldn't be funny, because they re-

Standard anthrax 

pranks ... are just so 

cliche. 

But we're Americans. We like to 
make fun of things—even things that 
can kill us. Wli >-n riu- going gets tough, 
the tough laugn. At the height of Cold 
War nuclear anxiety we got Dr 
Strangetove. In ttie lace of abortion 
clinic bombings , we got Citizen Ruth. 
And thank goodness we have "MAI) 
TV" and "Saturday Night Live" re-
minding us how ludicrous things are. 

Something about practical jokes 
(even insensitive dangerous ones) 
can help dissipate anxiety. If I opened 
a letter with white powder, I'd treat it 
like it was real. But I'm a college 
student, and I doubt that as an indi-
vidual I'd be a very effective target for 
attack. Most likely, it would be some-
body pulling a fast one. Knowing this 
makes the trip to my mailbox a little 
less threatening. 

So while I don't think people 
should pull anthrax pranks, I do think 
we can and should iust lighten up and 
laugh a little. Just because we're at 
war doesn't mean ridiculous things 
aren't funny. Go ahead — laugh. 

Carly Kocurek is opinion editor and a 
Will Rice College sophomore. 

The emperor wears no clothes 

Courses in life skills, not wealth acquisition 
R i c e i s shoring up its academic 
credibility. The Honor Council has 
just tightened its penalty sched-
ule, the Registrar's Office has pre-
pared a snazzy new 
online course registra-
tion system, and the 
Committee on Exami-
nations and Standing 
has given notice that "I 
didn't feel like it" will 
no longer be accepted 
as an excuse for a late 
course drop. 

But these efforts will 
soon be brushed aside 
by a fresh threat the ad-
ministration never antici-
pated: the college course 
offerings. 

College courses should be a bas-
tion of academic progressivism at 
Rice. According to the 2001- '02 Gen-
eral Announcements, they "promote 
the academic involvement of the col-
leges while introducing students to 
interdisciplinary topics of particular 

James 
Dallal 

interest." Aid the administration 
supports this mission with ample 
funding. 

So what have we done with this 
wonderful opportunity? 
Well, there's a journalism 
course here, an etiquette 
course there , but a 
broader survey of the col-
leges' submissions indi-
cates t hat one topic is fore-
most in our hearts and 
minds: fattening our bank 
accounts. 

Next semester, a stu-
dent might begin with 
BAKE 301, Introduction 
to Investing and Financial 
Planning, on Monday and 

Wednesday afternoons. Following 
the Wednesday session, she can 
head to RICH 363, Introduction to 
Personal Financial Planning. Round 
it out with the one-credit BROW 
241, The Investment Process, and 
six hours of course credit are settled. 

It might just be my bourgeois 

arrogance, but it seems to me that 
Rice University might be a better 
place if it included making students 
more than callow self-gratifying 
profit maximizers. 

Rice might train its students to 
sculpt themselves into productive, 
dynamic, stimulating individuals — 
the type of individuals who earn money 
rather than merely collecting it. 

To that end, I offer 10 proposals 
for courses future academic coordi-
nators might offer, lest we replace 
the whole university with one cen-
tralized School of Management: 
Bar tending: Sure, you can order a 
keg of Miller Lite, but do you know 
the ingredients of a Black Pagoda or 
a Nevada Cocktail? The course 
would lead to certification and in-
stant employability in almost any city. 
Cooking: A college could offer a 
different cooking course for eight 
semesters straight and not even 
come close to exhausting either pos-
sibilities or demand. 

See COURSES, Page 4 
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Guest column 

America's reaction to Sept. 11 inexcusable 
Everyone in the United States was 
shocked and left indignant by the 
vicious, cruel Sept. 11 attacks on 
New York and the Pentagon. 

The brutal, immediate 
mass murder of thousands 
of innocent American citi-
zens on American soil 
called for an urgent re-
sponse from our govern-
ment to apprehend those 
responsible for the unjus-
tifiable crimes. 

Unfortunately, whathas 
begun is not a rational re-
sponse to an attack on our 
people; instead, what have 
begun are appeals to our 
natural fears, angers and 
sense of justice in an attempt to justify 
more irrational, unthinkable acts of 
cruelty, violence and murder. Let us 
not be mistaken: The war is killing 
innocent children and civilians in Af-
ghanistan just as our innocent civil-
ians in New York were massacred. 

It is not the fault of Afghan civil-
ians that Osama bin Laden's men 
trained in their country or that their 
brutal government is unwilling to 
cooperate with the United States' 
demands. The war is razing to the 
ground a country and a people that 
is in a sense already razed to the 
ground by poverty: the vast majority 
of Afghans, for example, have no 
access to safe drinking water and 
the country ranks low on any human 
development scale. 

Peace is not cliche, it is the only 
possible start if a rational handling 
of the issue is to take place or if 
those responsible for the terror are 

Miles 
Rodriguez 

to be brought to justice in an orderly 
way. 

War not only increases the moral 
burden we must bear, but in contra-

diction to our official (and 
impossible) purpose of 
destroying all forms of 
terrorism with air strikes 
in one country, it makes 
counter-terrorist attacks 
and hatred from average 
people, not to mention 
fringe groups, of Middle 
Eastern and South Asian 
countries more likely. 

The war similarly in-
creases chances of higher 
levels of violence which 
may not be confined to Af-

ghanistan if it causes instability in 
neighboring countries like Pakistan 
or Iraq. Our reassurance to the Af-
ghan people that we are not fighting 
them, but really "terrorism," falls 
upon deaf (if not dead) ears despite 
the aid drops. 

The Northern Alliance 
and the war on 

terrorism are not 
defensible. 

As the war drags on with no end 
in sight and our leaders prepare us 
for years of violent conflict in Af-
ghanistan, it will be more difficult to 

claim that war is an effective solu-
tion to the problem of terrorism. 
There is something strange about a 
war against "terrorism." 

The problem of terrorism is ad-
mittedly difficult, and it is misleading 
to think that air strikes or ground 
attacks on one country will solve the 
problem once and for all. Air strikes 
on a nation may destroy that nation 
and terrorist training camps there, 
but terrorism is an international prob-
lem our country cannot solve on its 
own or by use of violence. 

The Taliban government is inde-
fensible, terrorism is indefensible. 
However, the Northern Alliance and 
the war on terrorism are not defen-
sible either. Once our government 
defeats the Taliban and paves the way 
for a Northern Alliance rule, what 
guarantees that world terrorism will 
end or that we Americans will be safe 
from future terrorist attacks, or even 
that those responsible for 9/11 will be 
captured? Terrorism will not be ended 
by war. We can apprehend those re-
sponsible for the attacks without war. 

The only real beginning of a ra-
tional solution to the problem of ter-
rorism and to what happened to us 
on Sept. 11 demands an end to the 
war and its accompanying hysteria 
now. It is the only way to awake from 
this nightmare that we are now tak-
ing part in and to begin working out 
means of apprehending the crimi-
nals that have less dire conse-
quences for ourselves and for the 
rest of the world. 

Miles Rodriguez is a Wiess College 
junior. 

What's wrong with this picture? 

Proposition 2 product of malicious bigotry 
O n Nov . 6 , Houston voters passed 
Proposition 2 by a narrow margin of 
52 percent, amending the city char-
ter to deny "health care and other 
employment benefits to 
same sex domestic part-
ners of city employees." 
Because of the passage of 
Proposition 2, the city 
charter supposedly pro-
tects the sanctity of "tra-
ditional marriage" from 
the threat of homosexual-
ity. 

It shouldn't surprise 
me, but it does. We just 
passed our own Jim Crow 
law. 

We've heard this "threat to the 
sanctity of marriage" rhetoric be-
fore. People shouldn ' t c h o o s e 
their own spouses; it's a threat to 
the sanctity of marriage. Blacks 
shouldn ' t marry whites; it 's a 
threat to the sanctity of marriage. 
Women shouldn't leave their hus-
bands; it's a threat to the sanctity 
of marriage. 

Let me ask you something: If any 
two people of opposing sexes can 
get married, and more than half of 
the "traditional marriages" today end 
in divorce, where does the sanctity 
come in? An institution that has a 
success rate of less than 50 percent 
doesn't seem too sacred to me. 

Garret 
Merriam 

This argument is what 

we in philosophy call 
44bullshit 

Proponents of Proposition 2 claim 
that the amendment is not about gay 
rights, but about the rights of the 
taxpayers of this city. These people 
argue that there is no double stan-
dard; there may not be anything 
wrong with homosexuality, but Hous-
ton taxpayers should not be required 
to fund the homosexual lifestyle. 

This argument is what we in phi-
losophy call "bullshit." Homosexual 

taxpayers have been funding the het-
erosexual lifestyle for over a cen-
tury now, yet I've never heard a 
single one of them complain. If a city 

spends tax dollars to en-
dorse one lifestyle with-
out spend ing propor-
tional amounts on com-
peting lifestyles, their 
laws are unjustly discrimi-
natory. Why not argue 
that white taxpayers 
should not be required 
to fund the Mexican 
lifestyle? Or that Catho-
lic taxpayers should not 
be required to fund the 
Protestant lifestyle? 

I want to spell something out for 
those of you who insist that this isn't 
an inherently prejudiced and chau-
vinistic measure. If you are opposed 
to homosexuals, or to homosexual 
marriage, or to homosexuals being 
afforded all of the rights and privi-
leges that heterosexuals have, then 
you are, by definition, a bigot. It's a 
simple syllogism. You are a hate-
filled, insecure and prejudiced bigot, 
just as cowardly as anyone who ever 
wore a white sheet on their head — 
end of story. 

People who aren't bigots realize 
that the tax rewards for straight 
married people are is the de facto 
punishment of homosexuals who 
iiave been given no such option. It's 
bad enough that we refuse to le-
gally recognize homosexual mar-
riage. Now we've unilaterally de-
creed the substandard demarcation 
of "partnerships" unworthy of our 
economic consideration. 

The cornerstone of any liberal 
democracy is that the government 
does not dictate how people ought to 
live their lives or discriminate based 
on people's conception of the good. 
This central value has been recog-
nized repeatedly, from the Freedom 
of Religion clause of the first amend-
ment to the first legally recognized 
miscegenational marriage. 

With this in mind, we should all 
be aghast at the fact that we purport 
to be free when a majority can still 
dictate to a minority who they can 
and cannot marry. 

The passage of this bill is noth-
ing more than a poltroonish major-
ity infringing on the freedom of a 
minority. Because most people are 
heterosexuals—or maybe closeted, 
self-loathing homosexuals — they 
feel they can restrict the liberties of 
non-heterosexuals. It's absolutely no 
different than white people telling 
black people they can't sit at the 
front of the bus. 

If you are opposed to 

homosexuals ... being 

afforded all of the 

rights and privileges 

that heterosexuals 

have, then you are, by 

definition, a bigot. 

I look forward to a new genera-
tion of Rosa Parkses who refuse to 
pay taxes as individuals, but instead 
file as homosexual married couples; 
gay couples who invoke spousal 
privilege to refrain from testifying 
against their partner in trial, ̂ ay city 
employees who refuse to work until 
their partners are given the same 
consideration that the partners ot 
heterosexual city employees re-
ceive. In 50 years, it is these people 
whom we will herald as the champi-
ons of our civil rights struggle. 

I do agree that we need to protect 
marriage. We need to protect it from 
laws that violate the civil rights of 
individuals to marry based solely on 
their sexual orientation. We need to 
protect marriage from hypocritical 
double standards that imply the su-
periority of one group of people over 
all others. We need to protect mar-
riage from those people who would 
use it as a weapon against other 
human beings. 

Garrett Merriam is a graduate stu-
dent in philosophy. 

Screaming from a soapbox 

Bush must wrangle more 
than terrorism in new war 
The Taliban have retreated to 
the south. The Northern Alliance 
controls Kabul. And our campaign 
in Afghanistan may be drawing to 
an end. Of course, this 
is not the end of the 
war against terrorism. 
A1 Qaeda is alive and 
well, Osama bin Laden 
is nowhere to be found, 
and I sure as hell don't 
feel secure about my 
f l ight home this 
Thanksgiving. 

One of the biggest 
r e a s o n s the war 
against terrorism will 
not end any time soon 
is because the war is 
not really about terrorism—that's 
a misnomer. 

America's new war is con-
cerned as much with religion, 
politics and globalization as with 
terrorists . President Bush of 
course will refute this to the end, 
but he's never been known as an 
expert on global affairs. 

The truth is that terrorists are 
not always the groups on the edge 
of society we like to think of them 
as being. To conceptualize A1 
Qaeda as a fringe sect on par with 
the Branch Davidians or Aum 
Shirinkyo is to give it a five-step 
head start in our new war by 
gross ly unde re s t ima t ing its 
breadth of support. A1 Qaeda is a 
network spanning more than 60 
countries, with millions of dollars 
in funding and countless follow-
ers willing to sacrifice life and 
limb in pursuit of its "holy" goals. 

Nor is A1 Qaeda's influence 
limited solely to its membership. 
While pan-Arabism might ap-
pear to be a limited platform, A1 
Qaeda's underlying anti-West-
ern sentiment resonates loud 
and clear with many followers 
of Islam throughout the Middle 
East. 

A good number of people in 
Pakistan. Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
even the newly liberated Afghani-
stan, would be a lot happier if the 
United States had nothing at all 
to do with the Middle East. It is 
often these same people who 

Catherine 
Adcock 

clamor for an Islamic fundamen-
talist state, threatening the sta-
bility of the many U.S.-backed 
governments in the Middle East. 

These U.S.-backed 
governments gener-
ally offer little outlet for 
diverse political opin-
ions, fundamentalist or 
secular. For a young 
man or woman who 
grows up as a specta-
tor of his or her politi-
cal system, in a world 
of abject poverty, con-
stantly confronted with 
imported images of a 
rich America, a turn to 
Islamic fundamental-

ism and even terrorism may not 
seem extreme. 

The success of the war against 
terrorism won't be determined by 
the elimination of the A1 Qaeda 
network alone. Our security will 
only be made certain by stability 
in the Middle East and the cool-
ing of the embers of anti-Western 
sentiment scattered throughout 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

Lessons learned in our recent 
interaction with the Middle East 
are key to a complete resolution 
of the new war. The first lesson is 
to never leave a country floun-
dering on its own, as we did Af-
ghanistan after the Soviet inva-
sion. A modest amount of sup-
port to rebuild its post-war infra-
structure and strengthen its gov-
ernment could have led to a very 
different Afghanistan today. The 
second is to respect anti-West-
ern sentiment as represented, for 
example, by the fundamentalists 
who over threw the U.S.-sup-
ported shah of Iran. The third is 
that governments unresponsive 
to t h e d e m a n d s of the people 
plant seeds of future instability. 
In light of this, the White House 
should choose wisely the types 
of governments to support in the 
Middle East. 

The emphasis President Bush 
has placed on the formation of a 
coalition government in Afghani-
stan to represent its diverse po-

See BATTLING, Page 4 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Football program 
deficit a 'red herring 
NCAA 'venal, corrupt9 

To the editor: 
Hie Rice faculty and your edito-

rial on football are once again on the 
wrong track. The financial deficit of 
football is a red herring. 

The notion that Rice, an even 
more perfect "Miss Perfect," will 
induce other schools to mend their 
manners is laughable. 

The fundamental question which 
nobody asks publicly is: Why does 
Rice want to be a member of an 
organization (NCAA) whose past 
history tells us that it will always be 
venal, corrupt and possibly amoral? 
Beats me. 

Dieter Heymann 
Professor Emeritus 

Department of Geology and 
Geophysics 

Overlooking issues in 
favor of back-patting 
To the editor: 

In the Nov. 2 issue, the staff took 
the time to editorialize on why "apa-
thetic" Rice students should vote 
("Get out the vote ...") 

Now that the results are in and 
Proposition 2 passed, it s eems 

there's no reason to comment on the 
election results or world outside of 
the Rice campus in the weekly staff 
editorials. 

See ISSUES. Page 4 
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Eclectic courses could enrich education 
COURSES, from Page 2 
Wilderness Survival and Outdoor 
Life: Everything from how to back-
pack through Eastern Oregon to how 
to recover from a "water landing": 
impromptu shelter, edible plants, 
orienteering. 
Music Appreciation: We'll leave 
the 15th-century polyphonic choral 
music for the professional musi-
cians; this course can address the 
sad fact that some students leave 
Rice without having heard 
Rachmaninoff, Coltrane or Marley. 
Web Design: An important and 
marketable skill for the average stu-
dent, but one that is beneath the 
computer science department. 
Social Activism: A course in raising 
hell generally. Learn to draft pam-
phlets and flyers, write tersely and 
convincingly, where and when gov-
ernment becomes permeable, why 

and how to protest. Should be taught 
to benefit all students regardless of 
political beliefs or partisan affiliation. 
Classic Gaming: How to pass the 
time. Bridge, chess, mah-jongg and 
croquet are all worth conquering. 
Sod the West Stadium Lot, rent some 
quarter-horses, and you've got polo. 
Gardening: The chosen metier of 
Thomas Jefferson and Henry David 
Thoreau. Aside from various region-
specific special problems, crafting a 
suitable garden entails finding the 
appropriate global approach to the 
available space. 
Carpentry: The chosen metier of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Despite our best 
intentions, most of us will one day 
acquire garages, and that acquisi-
tion will instantaneously necessitate 
the purchase of full toolboxes. Pre-
pare accordingly. 
Massage: An interdisciplinary art that 

demands attention and practice. Cer-
tified massage therapists are never 
without friends or wealthy clients. 

I encourage students to lobby to 
see that some of these become avail-
able in the future. Until they do, 
however, I encourage you to struggle 
along with tried-and-true classics 
such as British Romantic Poetry or 
Fluid Dynamics. 

Alternatively, students might 
undertake an advance assignment 
in the Social Activism course: Regis-
ter for all three personal wealth en-
hancement courses listed at the out-
set of this column, fight your way in, 
skip them regularly, and then drop 
them all right before the deadline. 
Lighten your courseload and ensure 
our academic credibility. 

James Dallal is a Lovett College se-
nior. 

T h e College PrePaid Phone Card: the really cool 
thing about it is—there is no card. It's virtual. You get it online with 
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so you'll never need another phone card—ever. 

Ordering is easy and it's instant. Just go to att.com/college/easy 

and choose your card denomination. Submit the form to get your 

PIN and you're off and dialing. 

The College PrePaid Phone Card. Get it online. 

Keep it in your brain. How easy is that? 
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•US and International rates vary, 
©2001 AT&T All Rights Reserved. 
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U.S. treads on shaky soil 
BATTLING, from Page 2 
litical heritage signifies that he 
heeds the lessons of history. It 
would be wise for our foreign 
policy team to use the same ap-
proach when evaluating our poli-
cies throughout the Middle East. 
Support for despotic govern-
ments is a recipe for continued 
strife and instability. 

This is what our war against 
terrorism is about. It's about a 
deep-seated antagonism between 
two sides of the world. It's about 

the human need for self-expres-
sion and empowerment. And it's 
about Americans defining our 
national interests to include na-
tion building. 

Only when we resolve all 
these conflicting forces will our 
current war truly be over. Then, 
and only then, will I feel com-
pletely safe boarding a plane 
bound for home. 

Catherine Adcock is opinion editor 
and a Martel College junior. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
ISSUES, from Page 2 

After all. RBT is "Giving s tuden t s 
the TV they demand , " and isn't that 
what democracy is really all about? 

Abigail Cohen 
Hanszen senior 

Emergency case not 
an accurate example 
To the editor: 

In his co lumn. "Corporate pan-
handl ing not an inherent evil" (Nov. 
9), Brad Lega rightly points out that 
corpora te lobbying is a legit imate 
consequence of our cur ren t sys tem, 
and that heavy restr ic t ions on lob-
bying and campaign contr ibut ions 
would be wrong and unproduct ive. 

I find fault, however, in his will-
ingness to accept the underlying sys-
tem that forces bus inesses to bid for 
t h e i r r ight to exis t . B u s i n e s s e s 
should be allowed to succeed or fail 
on their meri ts r a the r than their tac-
tical skills in lobbying. Instead of 
accepting this sys tem of thinly veiled 
bribery, we should look to a flat tax 
sys tem that has no hidden bus iness 
subsidies in the form of except ions 
or deduct ions . That alone would 
eliminate a great deal of the lobby-
ing efforts in Washington . 

Then, we should eliminate the 
more easily recognizable bus iness 
subsidies that exist in congressional 
budgets . Such a solution would allow 
for more productive use of the money 
currently wasted on lobbying efforts 
and would reflect the principle that 
bus inesses do not simply exist at the 
whim of the government . 

Finally. 1 should note that Lega's 
example of the airline industry is 
certainly not one on which to build a 
case for corporat e welfare. The emer-
gency m e a s u r e s arising from the 
events of Sep tember clearly neces-
sitate certain act ions to stabilize the 

economy and the airline industry'. 
C o n g r e s s unders tood the need for 
such policies without relying on ex-
tensive lobbying efforts. 

Fu r the rmore , emergency ca se s 
like this represen t only a tiny frac-
tion of ins tances of corpora te wel-
fare. and do not represent a justifica-
tion of the system. 

Todd Makse 
Sid '01 

Research analyst. Jones Graduate 
School of Management 

Rice campus serves up 
down-home hospitality 
To the editor: 

I wish to thank all of the Rice 
s tuden t s , faculty and secur i ty for 
t h e k i n d n e s s e x h i b i t e d to o u r 
G u m b o Posse Nov. 3. 

We hope all en joyed our cre-
ation, and that you invite u s back to 
serve the cuis ine we all love so well 
in Louisiana. 

Our founder , Tim Durand , came 
with the g u m b o recipe. Steve Bujol 
did the browning in the kett les. Bob 
Fa rmer was our spice man. Louis 
Bievenue, our master p lumber , was 
our navigator. Chef Leon West of 
Boston procured the chicken breast , 
and Chef Patrick Henry of Delgado 
Culinary Institute came with the sau-
sage recipe. 

Please forward all c o m m e n t s and 
cr i t ic isms to my at tent ion at 538 
Ridgeway Dr., Metair ie . La., 70001. 

I am (he custodian and janitor of 
T h e G u m b o Posse, and one of the 
proudest men on the face of the 
ea r th b e c a u s e I now have many 
f r iends at Rice University — the 
g rea t e s t a cademic inst i tut ion on 
God 's green earth. 

Krcig White 
The Gumbo Fosse 
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'Stand, cheer, victory's near...' 
Sammy the Owl entertains a group of children at Saturday's 59-32 
homecoming victory against the University of Tulsa. 
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Because some people want more out of life than a desk and a beeper 

Accelerate your life!!!! Join Navy ROTC! 

Call LT Kelley Frederickson X3940 or email kelley f(a ruf.riee.edu 
for information on Navy and Marine Corps Officer Scholarships. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cardio room opens 
The new cardiovascular workout 

room at the Recreation Center 
opened Nov. 6 with 15 new machines, 
including treadmills and exercise 
bikes. 

Prior to the addition of the new 
machines, the Rec Center offered 
three treadmills and four exercise 
bikes in the weight room. 

Located across from the opera-
tions desk and adjacent to the men's 
locker room, the cardio room was 
converted from a squash court. The 
$72,000 project began in March 2001 
with funding from the Office of Stu-
dent Affairs. 

"The cardio room was pricey, 
but we at Autry saw a need," Assis-
tant Director of Recreation Opera-
tions Richard Barnhouse said. "We 
were 50 years behind every other 
university in the nation by not hav-
ing a cardiovascular room for stu-
dents." 

Brown College freshman Jeffery 
Silverman said the additions were 
necessary. 

"I thought it was strange that Rice 
had so few exercise machines when 
1 first visited. It's a step in the right 
direction for the university that 
they're adding more," Silverman 
said. 

Since its initial opening, the cardio 
room has been the most-used work-
out facility at the Rec Center, with 
peak hours between 4:30 and 
9:30 p.m., Barnhouse said. 

"It's an absolutely wonderful in-
vestment for the Rice population," 
Assistant Fitness Director Felicia 
Cavallini said. "It gives students an 
opportunity to do cardiovascular ex-
ercises such as running and bicy-
cling indoors any time of the year." 

— John Koch 

Interim Shepherd 
School dean appointed 

Professor of Musicology Anne 
Schnoebeleti will become interim 
dean for the Shepherd School of 
Music upon confirmation of current 
Dean Michael Hammond's nomina-
tion for chair of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. 

Hammond, dean of the Shepherd 
School since 1986. will serve as the 

eighth chair of the NEA if the U.S. 
Senate confirms his nomination. 
Schnoebelen, who was appointed by 
Provost Eugene Levy and President 
Malcolm Gillis. will fill the position 
until a new dean is chosen. 

Schnoebelen has been a faculty 
member at the Shepherd School 
since 1974. She served as interim 
dean in the 1970s and has acted as 
chair of the musicology department 
and director of graduate studies. 

"I think a number of faculty men-
tioned to the provost that she would 
be a good person and I certainly 
thought so," Hammond said. "She's 
been here since the beginning of the 
[Shepherd) school and has been a 
very important person in the school 
all of those years." 

Schnoebelen is currently on sab-
batical, researching 17th-century 
Italian sacred music. She said she 
has been cataloging printed sources 
of this type of music for many years, 
but becoming dean will delay her 
research. 

"I'm sure it will postpone it for a 
while, and I'll catch up with it later 
on after I finish the deanship," 
Schnoebelen said. 

Schnoebelen will also be post-
poning her retirement to become 
interim dean. 

"The question was whether she'd 
be willing to do it because she's just 
a year from retirement, and she's on 
sabbatical thisyear," Hammond said. 
"But she's very devoted to the school 
and was willing to do all of that, 
which is a lucky thing because she's 
the best person by far." 

Next semester a committee will 
be formed to conduct a national and 
international search for a new dean. 
Both Hammond and Schnoebelen 
said this process can be lengthy, and 
Schnoebelen estimates that she will 
hold the deanship for at least one 
year. 

"I was among the original faculty 
of the Shepherd School, and I'm very 
much devoted to it," Schnoebelen 
said. "It seemed that I would be the 
logical person, I suppose, to serve as 
interim dean since I know the school 
so well." 

Hammond said he does not know 
when he will take his new position, 
but he thinks he will be at Rice at 
least until the end of the semester. 

— Liora Danan 

2 MILLION INVESTORS. 
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1 WEIRD NAME. 
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The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• Preregistration forms are due at the Registrar's Office at 5 p.m. 
today. 

• Students who were enrolled last year can pick up their 2000- '01 
Campanile in the Campanile Office, the Office of Student Media or 
the Student Organizations office. 

• Students for Sensible Drug Policy President Lindsey Trott thanked 
the student body for passing the Higher Education Act reform 
referendum. She said SSDP will notify Congress, Rice administrators 
and the Student Financial Services office about the referendum the 
student body passed. 

• Director of Technology Josh Ginsberg told the senate about some of 
the computer problems that happened during the SA elections, 
mainly problems dealing with certain Web browsers. He said he fixed 
problems he was aware of, including eliminating the requirement 
that students enter their Social Security number in order to gain 
access to the system. The senate debated if students should have 
passwords to enter the system, and it was decided that Ginsberg 
would decide what was best for the system. 

• SA Presidents Jamie Lisagor and Gavin Parks told the senate that 
Information Technology has set up a site for questions about the 
possible increase in IT fees at http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/FAQ/ 
cache/113, html. 

• Lisagor and Parks talked about possibly relocating SA meetings to 
Sammy's Cafe. The move would allow othergroups to use Farnsworth 
Pavilion and would make SA meetings more visible to the student 
body. The senate decided to try meeting in Sammy's once before 
making a permanent change. 

• Director of Publications Suzy Cox told the senate that all 200 
homecoming T-shirts were sold. 

• Lisagor and Parks told the senate that the faculty approved the idea 
of canceling classes Sept. 11 ,2002, if the day was made up at some 
other point during the semester. University Council will be working on 
this plan at a meeting Monday. The senate discussed the issue so 
the undergraduate representatives to the council would have an idea 
of what student opinion is. Anyone with an idea for how to make up 
the day should contact University Council undergraduate represen-
tatives Amada Armenta at amadita@rice.edu or Lindsay Botsford at 
lindsayk@rice.edu (See Story, Page 1). 

• Lisagor and Parks told the senate they are going to request that a 
student representative be present for Crisis Management Team 
meetings since there is currently no undergraduate, graduate or 
faculty representation. 

• SA and college presidents sent a letter to the faculty requesting that 
they give students who request deadline extensions some leeway in 
light of the increased levels of stress seen on campus since Sept. 11. 

• The SA presidents received two submissions for a new SA logo and 
will consider the submissions. 

The next meeting will be held Monday in Willy's Pub in the Student 
Center at 10 p.m. 

In last week's feature photo "He's got the gumbo," Jones Graduate 
School of Management Research Analyst Todd Makse's (Sid '01) title 
was incorrect. The event was sponsored by the Rice Program Council. 

Also in the Nov. 9 issue, the Page 7 jump headline "Faculty Council 
to consider canceling classes Sept. 11" should have stated that 
University Council would be considering canceling classes (See 
Story, Page 1). 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 
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SEATS, from Page 1 
that a few days before the event, the 
institute learned the Russian delega-
tion would be larger than expected. 

Sylvan said she was frustrated. 
"I think it is really unfair because if 

you have a ticket, you should be guar-
anteed a seat," Sylvan said. 

Students with standby tickets 
started lining up around 8 a.m. hop-
ing to gain admission to the speech. 
Around 100 students who held 
standby tickets were waiting when 
they found out at around 11:45 a.m. 
they would not be able to get in. 

Hanszen College senior Sara 
Nilsson, who arrived at 8:45 a.m., 
said she was disappointed she did 
not get a seat. 

"I wish they hadn't given standby 
tickets, because they obviously 
didn't have enough seats for the 
ticket holders," Nilsson said. "Why 
did they waste all of our morning 
and have us miss class if there wasn't 
even a chance of us getting in?" 

For the speech by Federal Re-
serve Board Chairman Alan 
Greenspan, held Tuesday at 7 p.m., 
tickets were not required and students 
were advised to arrive by 6 p.m. (See 
Story, Page 8). Some students who 
waited in line said about 250 students 
got in, while at least 150 could not be 
accommodated. 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Aaron Hammer said he ar-
rived around 5:50 p.m. but was not 
let into Stude Hall. 

For Putin's speech, various rep-
resentatives from Houston area con-
sulates, media outlets, the Baker 
Institute Roundtable, and Rice staff 
and administrators were given seats, 
Djerejian said. However, he said he 
thought no group had as many seats 
as students, and that the Baker Insti-
tute does everything possible to ac-
commodate students. 

"We made a very deliberate ef-
fort to maximize student participa-
tion," Djerejian said. "I instructed 
our staff that I did want the largest 
block of seats to go students." 

Djerejian added that media inter-
est in these events was high, and 
reporters and cameramen took up 
between 60 and 70 seats. 

The reasons the events were held 
at Stude included the lack of avail-
able space at Rice, Djerejian said. 

"When a foreign leader like Putin 
comes, or a Greenspan, we have to 
find what space is available on cam-
pus, and oftentimes these spaces 
are already committed for the pur-

poses for which they were created; 
Autry Court is for the Athletics De-
partment," he said. 

In October 1999, when former 
President of South Africa Nelson 
Mandela spoke at Rice, his speech 
was held at Autry Court and more 
than 6,000 people attended. 

Heightened security demands 
were a consideration in not holding 
this week's speeches at Autry Court. 

"In this case, after Sept. 11, there 
are very serious security concerns, 
which further restricted our ability 
to use certain facilities on campus," 
Djerejian said. 

Djerejian said security was also 
why the balcony seating behind 
Greenspan and Putin was not open. 

Merritt said the balcony behind 
the stage seats 147 people. 

'Something happened 
on Sept. 11, because it 
sensitized the youth of 
America that policy 
matters 

— Edward Djerejian 
Baker Institute director 

Djerejian denied reports that 
Shell Oil, a large donor to the Baker 
Institute, had received a large num-
ber of tickets, saying Shell had re-
ceived "something like five or six" 
tickets to Putin's speech. 

Many students complained that 
the availability of tickets for the Putin 
event was not well-publicized. 

"I would've thought [announce-
ments of] a world leader of Putin's 
magnitude would have been on ev-
ery listserv," Baker College junior Ed 
Bruera said. "I didn't even really know 
when they were releasing tickets." 

However, King said Baker Insti-
tute staff tried to distribute the an-
nouncement as widely as possible, 
including on listservs. 

"We cannot go directly to all stu-
dents on campus," King said. "We 
tried it once and it thoroughly played 
havoc on the system. What we try to 
do is go through the masters and 
ask them to do their listservs to the 
students in each of the colleges." 

King added that information 
about the tickets also traveled by 
word of mouth, which seemed to be 

successful because all tickets were 
given out in about two days. 

Some students said they were 
frustrated that while they had to wait 
in line, some people without Rice 
IDs were able to walk right in. 

"The VIPs are real important be-
cause they give money, but you've 
got to make enough space for VIPs 
and students because this is the uni-
versity for the students," Sylvan said. 
"We're the ones that this will really 
impact because we are going to listen 
to [Putin] and maybe it will inspire us 
to do things and change things." 

Djerejian said he thinks events 
like this are important for students. 

"One of the most important parts 
of the education at Rice—and one of 
the things that the Baker Institute 
can provide to Rice's students — is 
to complement their academic stud-
ies with these policy opportunities 
of hearing some of the world's lead-
ers speak on key subjects," he said. 

King said the target audience for 
Baker Institute-sponsored speeches 
is diverse. 

"[The target audience] is a com-
bination of the Rice community and 
those people that are supporters of 
the Baker Institute, and I think that 
is exactly what we have," King said. 

Djerejian said he was not sur-
prised by the high student interest 
in the events because of who the 
speakers were and because of cur-
rent world affairs. 

Because he is a leading economist, 
Greenspan's speech may have ap-
pealed to economics students at Rice. 
According to Admission Office statis-
tics, 9 percent of the degrees con-
ferred in 2000 were economics de-
grees, more than any other degree. 

Djerejian said the main problem 
in accommodating student interest 
was a lack of a better-suited facility. 

"One of the problems we have on 
campus is that we don't have a con-
vocation center that can really ac-
commodate 2,000 people on up," 
Djerejian said. 

Director of Project Management 
Barbara White said building a con-
vocation center that would seat thou-
sands has been considered. 

"A convocation center to serve 
the needs of the students, faculty 
and athletics for the university has 
been a part of the strategic plan for a 
while, and we continue to examine 
the possibilities of such a facility 
moving forward," White said. "But 
there are no immediate plans for 
doing this." 
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other high-tech company. 
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opinion split 
on best make-up day 
PROPOSAL, from Page 1 
the SA meeting, the majority of 
students present supported hav-
ing class Dec. 9. 

"People were supportive of the 
third [option] because they 
thought it was the best time to 
include the day because it would 
give everybody the opportunity 
to have the other holidays as they 
stood," Parks, a Martel College 
senior, said. 

Hanszen College President 
Erik Vanderlip said there were 
benefits to having class on that 
Monday. 

"A professor might be able to 
extend deadlines for papers until 
that day instead of the last day of 
classes, so we would have another 
weekend," Vanderlip, a senior, 
said. 

Vanderlip added he wasn't 
sure how attendance on the day 
would be. 

"In an official capacity, profes-
sors could still hold classes if 
they wanted to," Vanderlip said. 

Almost all students present 
disapproved of having classes 
Labor Day. 

"Labor Day is really impor-
tant," Will Rice College President 
Jesse Halpern-Dickerman said. 
"It is the one day of the year that 
is like a national holiday for orga-
nized labor." 

Some students at the meeting 
said I>abor Day was one of the few 
clays faculty and staff have off. 

Student sentiment was more 
mixed about having classes the 
second day of fall break. 

"I like fall break, and I think 
everybody would agree that we 
would almost rather like having 
fall break than a day off on Sept. 

11," Vanderlip said. 
SA Sena to r and Sid 

Richardson College sophomore 
Andrew Weber said having only 
a three-day weekend would not 
be much of a loss. 

Wiess College senior Lind-
say Botsford, who along with 
W i e s s s o p h o m o r e Amada 
Armenta is an undergraduate 
represen ta t ive to University 
Council, said she and Armenta 
had decided to conditionally sup-
port holding classes on the Mon-
day of dead week. 

"We are going to put forth that 
adding on the Monday [of dead 
week J would be the most work-
able solution, but with the caveat 
that it only be for labs and classes 
that are essent ia l to meet ," 
Botsford, also the Wiess senator, 
said. 

Political Science Professor 
John Ambler, who serves on Uni-
versity Council, said he did not 
have a strong opinion yet. but his 
initial preference was for holding 
classes Labor Day. 

Ambler said since self-sched-
uled exams start the Saturday 
immediately following the end of 
fall semester classes, students 
would actually lose three days of 
scheduled exams. 

Provost Eugene Levy, who 
also serves on University Coun-
cil, said he had not fully consid-
ered the options, but that he sup-
ported holding classes on Labor 
Day. 

Botsford said if the University 
Council did not agree to propose 
holding classes the Monday of 
dead week, she and Armenta 
would explore options other than 
rescheduling classes. 

Despite distant venue, 
formal's attendance up 
ESPERANZA, from Page 1 
company had agreed to make trips 
until all students were back at Rice. 

A representative from "A" First 
Class Limousine and Charter Ser-
vice confirmed this agreement and 
cited unpredictable peak departure 
times as the main reason for the 
hour and a half delay. 

"When we got ready to go, every-
body didn't come out at the same 
time, and that was where the prob-
lems came in," the spokesperson 
said. 

In addition, drivers returning to 
the Space Center for the final two 
pickups reported 15 to 20 minute 
delays due to highway construction. 

Derrick Matthews, a Will Rice 
College f reshman, said no one 
stepped forward to explain the delays 
or reassure the stranded students 
that more shuttles were coming. 

"They didn't tell us what was go-
ing on at all." Matthews said. "We got 
outside at 2:10 and there were no 
shuttles there. We didn't even know 
it there was another one coming.'' 

Mehta <airi she made an an-
nouncement at about 2:In affirming 
that more shuttles were en route, 
but then returned inside the build-
ing to work out post-dance logistics 
with venue officials. 

Several anxious students called 
friends asking tor rides wiiile others 
called the University Police. 

RPC President Angela Durbin 
saitl she received a phone call from 
a police dispatcher at 3 a.m. 

"I told them that they were going 
to keep coming until everybody had 
been taken h o m e , " Durbin. a 
Hanszen College senior, said. 

Evert students who drove their own 
cars to the Space Center ran into trans-
portation problems. Some reported 

Composer explains role of musician 
by David Berry and Uora Danan 

T H R E S H E R STAFF 

Composer Libby Larsen spoke 
about the changing roles of music 
and the changing roles of the com-
poser Wednesday in the Grand Hall 
of the Rice Memorial Center. 

la rsen has produced works in 
almost every musical genre, includ-
ing orchestra, dance, opera, choral, 
chamber and solo performance. She 
received a 1994 Grammy for her 
recording of The Art ofArleen Auger 
and her opera, Frankenstein, the 
Modern Prometheus, was named one 
of the eight best classical music 
events of 1990 by USA Today. 

Larsen's speech, part of the 
President's Lecture Series, addressed 
"Music in the 21st Century: A Com-
poser Looks Ahead in the Rearview 
Mirror." Arthur Gottschalk, chair of 
the department of composition and 
theory at the Shepherd School for 
Music, presented Larsen, whom he 
said is committed to the idea of creat-
ing contemporary music that is ac-
cessible to a wide audience. 

I.arsen focused on evolving per-
ceptions of music by younger genera-
tions and discussed her attempts to 
adapt to the composer's changing role. 

"I believe my work as a composer 
is to be aware as possible, to listen to 
the air," Larsen said. "I believe mu-
sic is the arrangement of sound in 
time and space in order to communi-
cate something about what it is like 
to be alive." 

The role of the composer, Larsen 
said, is to express his or her culture. 
She said she has done so by trying to 
incorporate new sounds, like elec-
tronic music, into her recent compo-
sitions. Larsen has also recently 
taught herself to play electric bass, 
and she cited the role of new musi-
cal instruments in the interaction 
between popular music and more 
abstract composition. 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Composer Libby Larsen (left) and President Malcolm Gillis interact with the 
audience during the question-and-answer segment of Larsen's Presidential 
Lecture Series speech Monday in the Grand Hall of the Student Center. 

"[Our culture! has invented and 
evolved musical instruments and 
musical ensembles to express itself," 
Larsen said, using the drum set, the 
speaker and the microphone as ex-
amples. 

As she discussed implications of 
new technology, however, Larsen 
continued to express concern about 
the new preference for computer-
generated music over acoustic sound. 
She said she believes there is a con-
tinuing human side to music and that 
an increasing number of conductors 
want a handwritten score rather than 
a printed score. 

A handwritten score has more 
modes of communication. Larsen 
said, citing an example of how the 
spacing of eight-notes affects a 
musician's interpretation. 

Besides her discussion of the ef-
fect of mixed sound on the way audi-
ences hear acoustic music, Larsen 
addressed the philosophy of Ameri-
can music, which she said she con-
siders a fairly recent phenomenon. 

"We have only thought of our-
selves as a whole — north to south, 
east to west — for about 60 years," 
Larsen said. 

Wiess College sophomore and 
violin performance major Martin 
Shultz said the speech made him 
think about his role as a classical 
violinist. 

"It makes me think more about 
what my role is as a violinist in this 
day and age because I play an instru-
ment that isn't perceived the same 
way by the young generation as it 
would have been several decades 
ago," Shultz said. 

Few students attended the lec-
ture. and Shultz said those who did 
attend were connected with the 
Shepherd School. 

The President's Lecture Series 
continues Nov. 27 with a lecture by 
author and professor Susan Estrich, 
ent i t led . "How Femin i sm Has 
Changed Everything and Nothing." 
More information can be found at 
http://www. rice, edu/pls. 

confusion due to incorrect directions 
on the back of the Esperanza tickets. 

"I was going to follow the direc-
tions on the ticket," Hanszen fresh-
man Elizabeth Fomby said. "Luckily 
at dinner I was told by someone who 
lives in Houston that NASA Road 1 
West doesn't exist, and that we were 
supposed to go east." 

Mehta said the Space Center gave 
RPC incorrect directions. 

Some students said the Space 
Center's distant location encouraged 
unsafe practices, with overcrowded 
shuttles and possible drunk driving. 

"I think having it at NASA was a 
bad idea because it encouraged 
people to drive there, perhaps to 
drive there drunk," Jones College 
junior Lisa Cassedy said. 

Mehta and Tavernier said they 
are still accepting venue suggestions 
for Rondelet, Rice's spring formal. 

They said they thought the nov-
elty of the Space Center boosted 
dance attendance. 

RPC Treasurer t orey Devine. a 
Will Rice junior said it is too early to 
determine Esperanza profits. 

"I predict it will be similar to the 
events last vear. where we broke 
even, maybe a couple ot hundred 
dollars more. ' Devine. who is also 
lifestvies editor for the Tnresher, 
said. "I don't think it was a smash-
ing financial success, but at the 
same time. Esperanzas in the past 
have lost a lot ot money. 

Mehta and Tavernier said they 
ire pleased with the success of this 

year's Esperanza. 
"I think it was a lot of fun because 

it you ciidn't want to dance, if you 
didn't like the music, you had lots of 
tilings to do. Tavernier said. "I don't 
think that the problems outweighed 
the positive aspects." 
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Greenspan discusses energy, ethics and studying economics 
by Skye Schell 

THRESHER STAFF 

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan urged Rice students to 
be ethical in business and life during 
his speech about the future of our 
nation's energy policy Tuesday. 

Greenspan, who has served as 
chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System since 
1987, was awarded the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy's 
Enron Prize for public service after 
delivering his speech. 

Greenspan addressed the role 
America has played in the world 
energy market, the technologies 
shaping current and future energy 
policy, and the areas in which the 
United States should invest research 
and interest in the future. 

"With many of the transportation 
hurdles surmounted, demand has 
surged over the past two decades, 
reflecting the myriad new uses for 
natural gas in industry and as a clean-
burning source of electric power," 
Greenspan said. 

Greenspan then discussed envi-
ronmental aspects of U.S. energy 
policy. 

"The always-present tradeoff be-
tween our energy requirements and 
our environmental concerns will 
doubtless be heightened in the 
years ahead," he said. "Such inevi-
table tradeoffs have stimulated re-
newed interest in a greater expan-
sion of coal, nuclear power and 
nonconventional sources of energy." 

Coal will remain an important en-
ergy source because of ample cur-
rent reserves and large amounts of 
production. Greenspan said. He said 
nuclear power, which has fewer 
emissions, will most likely grow in 
importance, but still poses problems, 
including acceptable methods of 
storing spent fuel and radioactive 
waste. 

"With rapid scientific advances, 
it is not inconceivable that techno-
logical breakthroughs will allow 
nonconventional energy sources to 
play a larger role in meeting our 
demand for energy than is currently 
the case," he said. 

Greenspan ended his speech with 
a summary of his policy thoughts 
and his conception of the future of 
our country's energy sources. 

"As always, national security and 
environmental concerns need to be 
addressed in setting policy," he said. 
"But those concerns should be ad-
dressed in a manner that, to the 
greatest extent possible, does not 
distort or stifle the meaningful func-
tioning of our markets." 

Baker Institute Director Edward 
Djerejian then read a number of ques-
tions submitted by the audience. 

One question asked Greenspan 
what advice he would give students 
entering the current job market. 

Instead of discussing ways for 
students to cope with a tightened 
market, Greenspan talked about the 
business values necessary for all 
times. 

"I'd give the same advice no mat-
ter whether we were in a tight poten-
tial labor market or one which is less 
promising," he said. "I don't know 
what the job market is for the young 
students coming out today. Clearly, 
it's a lot less impressive than say a 
couple years ago, but it's not impor-
tant. It'll take you a little longer to 
get a job, but that's all it is — it's a 
little longer." 

He advised students to have ethi-
cal business practices, work in cre-
ative areas and not manipulate oth-
ers to gain success. 

"The best chance you have of 
making a big success in this world is 
to decide from square one that you're 
going to do it ethically," he said. 
"What you're going to find is not 
necessarily that if you're ethical 
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CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan spoke about the future of U.S. energy sources and gave advice to students 
currently studying economics or looking for a job during his speech Tuesday night in Stude Concert Hall. 

you're going to succeed, but that the 
probability that you will is signifi-
cantly greater." 

The final audience question came 
from a student who wanted to know 
what Greenspan's job entailed and 
how he decided to follow a career in 
economics. 

Greenspan said he began as a 
professional musician but became 
interested in economics during li-
brary visits between band sets. He 
said after he stumbled upon one eco-
nomics text by chance, he became 
fascinated by the subject and kept 
searching for more literature. 

"I finally found out that I really was 
looking forward not to playing during 
the sets but going to the 20-minute 
breaks [to read about economics]." 
Greenspan said. "And I said, 'If I'm 
doing this, I'm in the wrong business.' 

And that was the best economic move 
or judgment that I have ever made." 

The Baker Institute awarded 
Greenspan the Enron Prize. Past 
recipients include U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell, former South 
African President Nelson Mandela, 
Georgian Pres ident Eduard 
Shevardnadze and U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan. 

"We feel that Greenspan, having 
been for many years chairman of t he 
Federal Reserve system, has played 
such a critical role in the stabiliza-
tion and growth of the U.S. economy 
and has been perceived as perhaps 
the single most important individual 
in terms of economic policy of the 
last few years," Djerejian said. 

Some audience members com-
plained that not enough students 
were admitted to the event (See 

Story, Page 1). However, many stu-
dents who did attend spoke posi-
tively about Greenspan's talk. 

Hanszen College freshman Wade 
Malone said he appreciated the eth-
ics discussion but felt Greenspan's 
remarks could have focused more 
on the current job situation. 

"They were kind of guarded in 
terms of that they didn't talk much 
about the actual job market. He kind 
of talked more about in general how 
to be a good employee," Malone said. 

Hanszen sophomore Blake 
Slansky disagreed. 

"I found his last comments to the 
students, about what to do going out 
into the economy, to be very helpful," 
Slansky said. "It was just an impres-
sive thing to hear, and I felt that it was 
quite true — and I think it was also 
valuable for students, especially." 
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Above: Russian President Vladimir Putin encouraged U.S. businesses to 
invest in Russia and discussed Russian cooperation with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization in a speech Wednesday in Stude Concert Hall in Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall. 

Left: Security measures adopted for Putin's arrival included mounted police 
officers from the Houston Police Department, an ambulance, a fire truck and 
extra Rice University Police Department officers. Putin arrived by helicopter 
minutes before his speech, which began at noon. 

KONSTANTIN TSVAYGBOYM/THRESHER 

Putin advocates closer U.S.-Russian relationship 
bv Olivia Allison 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Russia stands with the United 
States on the issue of reducing 
nuclear stockpiles and is consider-
ing joining NATO, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said in a short 
speech in Stude Hall Wednesday. 

Putin was on campus for about an 
hour after arriving from Washing-
ton, D.C., and landed in a helicopter 
on the intramural fields minutes 
before his speech began. After the 
speech, Putin went to Crawford for a 
summit at President George W. 
Bush's ranch where the two planned 
to discuss topics including missile 
defense and the current situation in 
Afghanistan. 

'People in Russia and 
America must leave 
behind double-
standards. The Cold 
War must stop clutching 
us at the sleeves.' 

— Vladimir Putin 
President of Russia 

During most of his speech. Putin 
encouraged businesses to invest in 
Russia, beginning with the question 
of whether the United States and 
Russia need each other for develop-
ment. Putin said he encourages both 
United States and Russian citizens 
to leave Cold War stereotypes be-
hind. 

"People in Russia and America 
must leave behind double stan-
dards," Putin said. "The Cold War 
must stop clutching us at the 
sleeves. 

"No one needs friendship and 
cooperation that exists only on pa-
per. We will have to work painstak-
ingly and perseveringly," he said. 

Putin said international busi-
ness was important for Russian 
growth, and joining the World 
Trade Organization continues to 
be a priority. 

High growth rates in Russia, in-
cluding growth in the GDP of more 
than 8 percent last year, and low tax 
rates make the nation a profitable 
investment for international compa-
nies, he said. 

"Russia continues to be a reliable 
and predictable partner as a supplier 
of raw oil and other natural re-
sources," Putin said. 

Putin concluded his speech by 
observing that Russia and the United 
States are becoming more similar. 

"In the Russian markets, your 
risks are much lower than a couple 
of years ago," he said. 

James A. Baker III Institute for 
Public Policy Director Edward 
Djerejian then asked Putin questions 
submitted by the audience in ad-
vance. Topics included the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, Af-
ghanistan, the anti-ballistic missile 
defense and land reform. 

Putin said he supports U.S. ef-
forts to remove the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan and hopes fu-
ture governments of Afghanistan 
will represent the ethnic minorities 
of the country. He said the United 
States should not cease its efforts. 

"We should not ease efforts in 
combating those persons who are 
suspected of having committed ter-
rorist acts." Putin said. "We are co-
ordinating our efforts and will con-
tinue to work in that way." 

Putin said although NATO was 
created to combat the Soviet Union, 
he saw no reason why Russia 
should not cooperate with the or-
ganization. 

The North Atlantic Treaty was 
signed by 12 European countries 
in 1949 to create an organization 
with the ability to protect its mem-
bers against aggression from com-
munist countries. In 1999, former 
communist countr ies Hungary, 
Poland and the Czech Republic 
joined NATO. 

Putin said Russia's concerns must 
be included in decision-making be-
fore it would consider helping NATO 
in Afghanistan. 

"If we succeed in finding a mecha-
nism that will enable us to involve 
Russia in decision-making, then we 
will find qualitative and quantitative 
change in dealing with the Northern 
Alliance," Putin said. 

Audience members applauded 
Putin's statement that he stood be-
hind an announcement, which he 
and President George W. Bush is-
sued Tuesday, that Russia would 
match U.S. cutbacks of nuclear weap-
ons. 

"But we have thousands of war-
heads. and we can destroy many 
major powers many times over, and 
the U.S., like Russia, is capable of 
being engaged in using weapons of 

RENATA ESCOVAR/THRESHER 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and former President George H. W. Bush (right) wait while former Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III (not pictured) introduces Bush before Putin's speech. Bush later introduced Putin. The speech was 
sponsored by the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy. 

mass destruction, simultaneously 
with other nuclear powers." Putin 
said. "But even a madman would not 
think of such a scenario. ... If we 
work together we can make the 
world a much safer place to live." 

In response to the final question 
about reforms to increase privatized 
land in Russia, Putin said the issue 
was emotional as well as legal. He 
said Russians worried that quickly 
privatized land could become con-
centrated in the hands of a few pow-
erful figures, who would not use the 
land to help Russia's economy. 

"There is only one way: that is the 
way toward market-oriented reform, 
and we will pursue this road," Putin 
said. "But taking into account his-
torical conditions, we will have to 
proceed very carefully." 

Putin speech was in Russian, and 
simultaneous translation was avail-
able on headsets. 

Some students who watched the 
event said they thought the experi-
ence was meaningful, but others said 
the speech's content was too basic. 

Baker College junior Ed Bruera 
said he thought the speech was in-
tended more to encourage busi-
nesses to invest in Russia than to 
educate students. 

"It was definitely much less an 
academic talk than it was a PR talk." 
Bruera said. "He may as well have 
unbuttoned his shirt and had an 

American flag and invest in Russia' 
on it." 

However, Bruera said he thought 
the speech was appropriate for the 
Baker Institute. 

"I think other lecture series, like 
the President's Lecture Series ... 
tend to be really academic." he said. 
"Here, it is a public policy institute 
and so it's worse in some ways be-
cause you don't see anything really 
controversial. But you seem to get a 
better feel for how governments 
work and react." 

' When it's nearby and it 
becomes tangible in a 
sense, you really feel 
like you're connecting 
with history and 
international politics.' 

— Ed Bruera 
Baker College junior 

Sid Richardson College junior 
Ravi Patel said he thought Putin's 
speech would have been better had 
it concerned a specific subject. 

"Especially coming from what 

should be an academic environment, 
if we could just see him talk about 
subjects, he could stretch a little 
further than going back to his most 
recent press releases to find what 
he's going to say," Patel said. 

Wiess College senior Bradley 
Lane said he agreed, but said that he 
thought Putin's speech was an im-
portant event. 

"Just seeing him in person and 
watching his mannerisms closely 
with your own eyes and not through 
a television set — the way he talks, 
how his voice changes — is a worth-
while experience," Lane said. 

Bruera agreed, saying Putin's 
presence on campus made world 
events seem closer. 

"When it's nearby and it be-
comes tangible in a sense, you re-
ally feel like you're connecting with 
history and international politics." 
he said. 

Other students, including some 
who received tickets before the 
event, could not get a seat at the 
speech (See Story, Page 1). 

Djerejian said the speech was 
important because of the nature of 
the relationship between the United 
States and Russia. 

"All the issues [Putin] talked 
about were very telling, because this 
is one of the most important rela-
tionships in the world that we have 
as America," he said. 
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International student early decision applications down 
ABROAD, from Page 1 
through organizations that are aware 
of situations in the regions where 
the students study, Scheid said. 

"They're experts," Scheid said. 
"Not only can they read the Depart-
ment of State's Web site, they can 
get on the phone and call their direc-
tor who's in the town, and he can call 
his buddies and really find out what's 
going on." 

Seefeldt-West said the study 
abroad office will continue to teach 
students how to be safe overseas. 

The reverse culture shock phe-
nomenon, the stress a student under-
goes when readjusting to American 
culture after returning from abroad, 
will be a bigger problem for students 
returning this year, Scheid said. 

"When they come back in De-
cember 2001, they're coming back 
to an America that really has 
changed," Scheid said. "They have 
the additional burden of the usual 
reverse culture shock with another 
layer of the change to [an] America 
that is much more on alert, that has 
a lot of concerns for the first time." 

Seefeldt-West said she does not 
expect any major changes in the 
future of study abroad programs. 

"Of course, we can't predict how 
things will play out in the interna-
tional war on terrorism, so we will 
continue to stay on top of the matter, 
reevaluating our policies and proce-
dures as necessary," Seefeldt-West 
said. 

International students 
International early decision ap-

plications fell by 50 percent to 11 
applications from last year's 22, Dean 
for Undergraduate Enrollment Julie 
Browning said. 

She said it is too early to deter-
mine if there will be a decrease in 
international applicants since all in-
terim and regular decision applica-
tions have not yet been received. 

"We may see the international 
numbers grow a little bit," Browning 
said. "It is early. The mail usually 
picks up after Thanksgiving." 

If international applications do 
decline, Browning said a way to in-
crease applications would be by net-
working with counselors abroad. 

Browning said the new Interna-
tional University-Bremen, which is 
modeled after Rice, might also be 
helpful in increasing enrollment. 

"We hope that the relationship 
we have with IUB will help to create 
more of a Rice presence in Europe," 
Browning said. 

Browning attributed part of the 
decline in applications to fear of in-
creased difficulty in obtaining a visa 
for the United States. 

Some international students may 
face problems when they try to re-
new their student visas. The U.S. 
Department of State is reevaluating 
how it grants nonimmigrant visas, 
Director of International Students 
and Scholars Adria Baker said. 

Baker said Congress passed a 
law creating an online system to track 
international students and scholars 
through the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service in 1996. However, 
the system was not established be-
cause of delays and revisions to the 
law. 

Baker said she assumes the track-
ing process will begin soon, even 
though the United States has not 
specified the nature of its new policy. 

The system would require uni-
versities to report the enrollment 
status of international students to 
the government — for example, 
whether an international student 
dropped below full-time status or 
withdrew from the university. 

"I assume this process will be 
well underway soon, as opposed to 
continued past delays and revisions 
we were seeing," Baker said. 

Baker said Rice's rules for inter-

SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

Chemistry graduate student Lei Zhang, math graduate student Yiyun Tang and physics graduate student Lijun Zhu, all 
of whom are international students, eat at the International Thanksgiving Picnic, held at Abercrombie Lab Sunday 
afternoon and sponsored by the Office of International Students and Scholars. 

national students will only change if 
U.S. laws are changed. 

Although no legislation has been 
created concerning international stu-
dents, federal investigators have 
contacted over 200 colleges across 
the nation to collect information 
about students from Middle Eastern 
countries, according to an article in 
The New York Times Monday. 

Student information that can be 
released to the government in-
cludes their application for admis-
sion, high school transcript and 
previous college transcript or Ad-
vanced Placement test scores, Reg-
istrar Jerry Montag said. 

"I have not had one additional 

MCAT 

3 out of 4 med school 
students who took a 

commercial MCAT prep 
course took Kaplan. 

Shouldn't you? 
MCAT classes start: 

January 12 
January 20 

Call 1-800-KAP-TEST or visit kaptest.com to enroll today! 

KAPLAN 
Test prep, admissions and guidance. For life. 

request for student files since Sept. 
11," Montag said. "We are entitled to 
give this information out. Given the 
situation of the country, we would 
give this information to investiga-
tors if they made such a request." 

Brown College f reshman 
Sivakiran Nagisetty, a student from 
India, said he does not think releas-
ing general information is unfair to 
international students, but the 
United States should avoid monitor-
ing students. 

"What would be bad is having 
some kind of monitoring system or 
students having to continuously re-
port themselves to someone, or 
making the Sept. 11 attacks a basis 
for preventing students from com-
ing to the U.S.," Nagisetty said. 

Will Rice College freshman Jerome 
Haseltine, a student from France, said 
the government should avoid being 
paranoid about international students. 

"'Hie federal investigators should 
tiy to focus their attention on an-
swering questions," Haseltine said. 
"Perhaps the answer is prevention 
instead of detection." 

Despite the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks, some current international 

students said they would still want 
to study in the United States if they 
were applying to colleges this year. 

"It is true that I was very shocked 
like everybody else when it happened, 
but I don't think this event was dra-
matic enough to affect my whole life 
plan," Sid Richardson College fresh-
man Min Jung Chun, an international 
student from South Korea, said. 

Chun said her primary concern 
about the aftermath of the attack 
was how Americans would view her 
and other international students. 

"I'm concerned that the American 
students would see the students of 
different national or ethnic origins, 
as well as the international students, 
as a potential threat to America,"Chun 
said. "I would like them to under-
stand that we are as much concerned 
about the nation in which we are 
currently living las they are]." 

Will Rice freshman Adi Bichman, 
an Israeli student, said she thinks the 
United States is safer than Israel. 

"The situation in the Middle East 
isn't better than the situation in the 
U.S.," said Bichman. "As a matter 
fact, it is much worse. I can't say that 
I have problems [coming] over here." 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Nov. 5-12. Items were omitted for space. 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College Nov. 12 Student reported car scratched in a 

parking lot. 

Purse stolen. 

Purse stolen. 

Fanny pack stolen. 

Watch and cell phone stolen from a 
practice room. 

Academic Buildings 

George R. Brown Hall Nov. 5 

Sewall Hall Nov. 6 

Space Science BuildingNov. 6 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Nov. 12 

Other Buildings 
Recreation Center Nov. 10 Wallet stolen. 

Parking Lots 

East Stadium Lot Nov. 5 

Continuing Studies Lot Nov. 6 

East Stadium Lot Nov. 7 

Abercrombie Lot Nov. 10 

Other Areas 
Entrance 12 

Rugby field 

Nov. 5 

Nov. 6 

Blue car cover stolen. 

Accident reported. 

CD player taken from vehicle. 

Officer encountered a student 
urinating in public. Subject was 
cited for minor in possession and 
public intoxication, and released to 
masters. 

Generator/comprecsnr fell from 
back of vehicle. 

Non-Rice subject charged with Class 
C misdemeanor for theft of wallet. 
City citation and criminal trespass 
warning also issued. 
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Soccer falls to Hawaii 
Rice ranked second among first-year programs 

by Wei-Han Tan 
THRESHER STAFF 

The women's varsity soccer 
team's magical late-season came to 
an end when the Owls lost 2-0 to the 
University of Hawaii Nov. 8 in the 
semifinals of the Western Athletic 
Conference tournament. 

Rice, which fields an 18-member 
roster that includes 14 freshmen, 
headed into the tournament as the 
conference's second seed after win-
ning four of its last five games. 

But the Owls encountered a fired-
up Hawaii team that had routed Boise 
State University 7-1 the day before, 
and the Rainbow Wahine's quick-
ness won out. 

"It was a disappointing game, but 
I'm proud that we got this far — 
finishing second in the WAC," fresh-
man midfielder Sarah Yoder said. 
"And now we know what we need to 
work on, so we'll come back and be 
a stronger team next season." 

The Owls won the regular-sea-
son meeting with Hawaii, defeating 
the Rainbow Wahine 3-2 in overtime 
Oct. 14 at the Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium, but couldn't repeat the feat. 

"Hawaii is an extremely athletic 
team, and they did a good job of 
taking advantage of some of the mis-
matches in the game," head coach 
Chris Huston said. "They came out 
fired up because of the loss in the 
regular season and took us out of 
our game. They put a lot of pressure 
on us. Today they were just the bet-
ter team and deserved to win." 

The quickness of Hawaii caught 
the Owls off guard in the first half, as 
Hawaii outshot Rice 9-3. 

"We couldn't really get anything 
strung together,"freshman midfielder 
Kelly Potysman said. "They kind of 
took us out of our game." 

As part of what seems to have 
become a Rice soccer tradition, some 
Owls played dcspiu-battling injuries. 
Junior forward Jennifer 1 vetu, diag-
nosed earlier in the week with a first-
degree MCL sprain, played wearing 
a large knee brace. 

"It was great that I got to play," 
Teeter said. "I wasn't sure if I'd be 

A LOOK BACK: SOCCER 
Record: 7-10-0 

WAC: 5-3 (tied for 2nd) 

Highlights: Won four out of 
five to end the regular 
season and claim the second 
seed, and a first-round bye, 
in the WAC tournament. WAC 
coaches picked Rice to finish 
last in a preseason poll. 

Lowlights: It took a while for 
Rice's offense to get going, as 
the Owls failed to score more 
than one goal in five straight 
losses early in the season. 

able to. My teammates and coaches 
were so supportive and they really 
helped me get out there." 

Hawaii earned seven corner 
kicks, which became the game's de-
ciding factor — both Hawaii goals 
were scored off headers of corner 
kicks. 

"We need to work on defending 
our corner kicks," Yoder said. "If 
only we could defend the corner 
kicks, this game would have turned 
out much different." 

However disappointing the fin-
ish was for the Owls, this was an 
incredible inaugural season by all 
accounts. Soccerbuzz.com ranked 
the Owls second among the nation's 
first-year NCAA Division I programs, 
behind only Binghamton University, 
which has had a varsity team for 16 
years but competed in Division I for 
the first time this year. 

The Owls also placed three mem-
bers on all-WAC teams, as Yoder, 
freshman goalkeeper Amanda Gar-
rison and freshman defender Caitlin 
Currie were named second-team all-
WAC. Huston was named WAC 
Coach of the Year, and the Owls' 
second-place finish earned them the 
right to host next year's WAC tour-
nament. 

"We had so many deserving play-
ers on this team," Huston said. 
"We're very proud of the girls. It's a 
great showing for a first-year team." 

SAFIEH EMAMI/THRESHER 

Freshman quarterback Greg Henderson finds a hole Saturday in Rice's 59-32 win over Tulsa. The Owls were able to 
find plenty of holes Saturday as they racked up a total of 498 rushing yards. 

Owls look to finish 5-0 at home 
by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Any good football team wants to 
defend its home turf. Sending a qual-
ity opponent home with a loss in 
front of a stadium full of nns inspires 
jubilation, while any player will tell 
you how much it hurts to walk out of 
his own stadium with a loss as fans 
quietly watch the opposing team cel-
ebrate on the field. 

In the pai l 30 years. Rice has had 
several quality football teams, but 
each w a r the Owls have lost at least 
one game at kice Stadium. Tomor-
row night, when the Owls face the 
University of Texas at El Paso. Rice 
has a chance to go undefeated at 
home for the first time since 1949, 
the year before Rice Stadium opened. 
Kickoff is at 7 p.m. 

A win over UTEP would also give 

the Owls eight wins in a season for 
the first time since 1953, when they 
went 9-2 and beat the University of 
Alabama in the Cotton Bowl. 

The Owls are concerned less 
about making history, however, than 
about beating an opponent that has 
defeated them the past two seasons. 
Last year's game, played in front of 
the largest crowd in Sun Bowl his-
tory, ended in particularly ugly fash-
ion for the Owls as the Miners 
clinched a share of the Western Ath-
letic Conference title and UTEP fans 
tore down both goalposts. 

"It comes down to pride," senior 
fullback Jamie Tyler said. "Nobody 
comes in and wins a game in our 
house — especially UTEP — be-
cause of how that game ended 
against them last year. All of their 
fans rushed onto the field with about 
two minutes remaining in the game 

and when it was over, we had to be 
escorted off by security due to pos-
sible dangers." 

A lot has changed since that game 
was played. Last season, the Miners 
finished the year as WAC co-champi-
ons with a 7-1 conference record and 
played against Boise State University 
in the Humanitarian Bowl, while the 
Owls finished with a 2-6 WAC record. 

This year, the Owls enter the 
game tied for second in the WAC 
with a 4-2 conference record while 
the Miners, who were picked in the 
preseason by the coaches to finish 
second in the WAC, have sunk to 
ninth with a 1-5 record. The Miners 
have lost their last five games, giv-
ing up at least 40 points in each one, 
over 50 in three. 

Even though the Miners have 
struggled, head coach Ken Hatfield 

See FOOTBALL, Page 13 
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Swimming third at home meet 
by John Chao 

THRESHERSTAM 

RENATA ESCOVAR/THRESHER 

Freshman Corrie Kristick, who finished fifth in the 500-yard freestyle Friday at the Continental 
Airlines Classic, is part of a freshman class that has contributed immediately for the No. 22 Owls. 

The swim team is ranked 22nd nationally 
this year, higher than ever before in the 
program's history, and spectator turnout at 
last weekend's Continental Airlines Classic 
and Rice Invitational proved that quite a few 
people have taken notice of the Owls' success. 

Over 300 people watched the Continental 
Classic at the Rice Pool Friday night. Hie 
dramatic increase in attendance from past 
years was appreciated by the Owls, who said 
fan support helped carry them to their third-
place finish. 

"The big highlight for me this weekend 
was seeing so many people," senior Beth Wil-
liams said. "'Hie support for the swim team 
was bigger than it has been the last three 
years at Rice." 

Some fans came this weekend because they 
wanted to see 2001 NCAA Swimmer of the Year 
Natalie Coughlin of the University of California 
at Berkeley, who didn't disappoint. Coughlin 
set a pool record with a time of22.90 seconds in 
the 50-yard freestyle. 

Those who came to watch the Owls also 
had plenty to cheer about. Junior Mandy 
Mularz won the 100-yard freestyle in 51.41 and 
swam a season-best 23.04 in the 50 free to 
place second behind Coughlin. Freshman 
Lauren Hill added a second-place finish in the 
200-yard breaststroke in 2:17.94, the second-
fastest time ever by an Owl. 

"We were really happy with how Friday 

IN FOCUS: SWIMMING 
Last week: Finished third with 178 
points in the Continental Airlines Classic 
at Rice Pool Friday. No. 7 California won 
the meet with 227 points. 

What made the difference: Junior 
Mandy Mularz won the 100-yard 
freestyle and helped Rice's 400-yard 
freestyle relay place second. 

Up next: Rice will compete at the 
University of Texas Invitational Nov. 30-
Dec. 2. 

went," Williams said. "We had a lot of really 
good times and we felt like we came out and 
competed with the best of the country." 

California won six of 11 events to take the 
Continental Airlines Classic title, finishing with 
227 points Friday. No. 12 University of Vir-
ginia won three events to finish second with 
195 points, while Rice nabbed one event and 
three second-place finishes to end up in iiird 
place with 178 points. 

The University of Washington (172 the 
University of Missouri (172) and ninth-ranked 
Pennsylvania State University (155) rounded 
out the field. 

Hie Owls' performance in the freestyle 
events pushed them into third place. Rice is 
loaded with four fast freestylers: freshman 
Kiana Taheri. sophomore Katie Carey, senior 

See SWIMMING, Page lti 
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by Chris Larson 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

THE HELD 
The fourth-seeded Owls begin 
play in the WAC tournament 
today, with the winner earning 
an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. Here's a brief look 
at each team in the field. 

1. Hawaii 

Record: 23-4 (13-0 WAC) 
Outlook: Rumors flew that the 
Rainbow Wahine dynasty could 
be over after Hawaii lost four of 
its first seven matches. After 
20 straight victories, however, 
the rumors have dispelled. To 
beat Hawaii, teams must find a 
way to contain Kim Willoughby, 
who averages almost seven 
kills per match. 

2. San Jose State 

Record: 20-6 (9-4) 
Outlook: The Spartans are a 
talented yet inconsistent group. 
They have the homecourt 
advantage — they went 9-2 at 
home, with one of the losses a 
five-game heartbreaker vs. 
Hawaii. San Jose State also 
lostto SMU, however—a similar 
lapse could cost the Spartans a 
trip to the NCAA Tournament. 

3. Nevada 

Record: 16-6 (9-4) 
Outlook: The Wolfpack was 
nearly unstoppable at home, 
headed by its defense and 
Suzanne Stonebarger, who 
leads the WAC in digs. But 
Nevada was often shaky on the 
road, losing four of its last five 
games away from Reno. 

5. Fresno State 

Record: 13-9 (7-6) 
Outlook: A solid team that was 
at times overmatched in the 
WAC West. The Bulldogs will 
have to find more offense than 
they did in their last meeting 
against Rice, a 3-0 Owl win, to 
advance to the semifinals. 

6. SMU 

Record: 14-11 (8-5) 
Outlook: The Mustangs are a 
dangerous group after winning 
seven of their last eight matches. 
Senior setter Tara Hatfield was 
named first-team ali-WAC. 

7. UTEP 

Record: 9 -13 (5-8) 
Outlook: UTEP played perhaps 
its best match of the year last 
weekend in a 3-2 loss to Rice. 
The Miners should have no 
trouble getting past Louisiana 
Tech and may give San Jose 
State a run for its money in the 
semifinals. 

8. Tulsa 

Record: 8-14 (3-10) 
Outlook: The Golden Hurricane 
was overwhelmed Nov. 4 in a 
loss to Rice — a similar 
performance will send Tulsa 
packing after its first match. 

9. Boise State 

Record: 1-22 (1-12) 
Outlook: The Broncos must be 
glad their first season in the 
WAC is finally coming to a close. 
They've been the Wes t ' s 
punching bag all season, and 
the experience may help push 
them past Tulsa before meeting 
Hawaii in the quarterfinals. 

10. Louisiana Tech 

Record: 8-19 (0-13) 
Outlook: The Lady Techsters 
are the worst team the WAC's 
seen in a long time. They were 
swept in 11 of their 13 WAC 
matches, and there's no reason 
not to expect more of the same 
this weekend. 

After nine straight victories, the 
volleyball team could write an exten-
sive manual on different ways to win 
matches. 

IN FOCUS: VOLLEYBALL 
Record: 16-7 

WAC: 10-3 (1st. WAC East) 

Last week: Took 3-2 wins 
over SMU and UTEP to go 
undefeated against WAC 
East foes. 

What made the difference: 
Freshman outside hitter 
Rebeca Pazo, the WAC 
Freshman of the Year, had 
seven kills in the fifth game 
to help Rice defeat UTEP. 

Up next: The Owls face 
Fresno State today in the first 
round of the WAC tournament 
in San Jose. Calif. 

They know how to beat good 
teams. Their victims include the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, which leads the 
Southeastern Conference West Di-
vision and ranks second in the NCAA 
South region, as well as Southern 
Methodist University, which saw its 
six-match win streak snapped in a 3-
2 loss Nov. 8 to the Owls. 

They've also taken care of busi-
ness against weak teams. Two of the 
wins came against Louisiana Tech 
University, which went winless in its 
first season in the Western Athletic 
Conference, and Rice also twice beat 
the University of Tulsa, which was 
overmatched in every aspect of the 
Nov. 4 game as the Owls rolled to 
their most lopsided win of the year. 

Rice has both rallied from behind, 
trailing SMU and Arkansas 2-0 before 
winning the final three games, and 
dominated from the outset, with five 
of its nine wins coming by 3-0 sweeps. 

The Owls have overpowered their 
opponents with performances from 
their two outside hitters, senior 
Leigh Leman and freshman Rebeca 
Pazo. Pazo was named the WAC 
Freshman of the Year and first-team 
all-WAC Tuesday, and Leman was 
named to the all-WAC second team. 

But Rice's offense hasn't stopped 
there — the Owls also mixed things 
up when they needed to, as junior 

middle blocker Briana Cook and 
senior middle blocker Courtney 
Smith helped carry the team to a 3-2 
win Saturday at the University of 
Texas at El Paso by putting down 18 
and 12 kills, respectively. 

"It's been a sequence of events 
that's been a team-building process,'' 
head coach Julio Morales said. "Re-
gardless of the situation, they've been 
coming out with the upper hand. 
Certainly they know they're able to 
perform in a way that's successful. 
Some people can do better some days 
when they need to. so it's not putting 
all the burden on a tew players."' 

The wins helped Rice reach sev-
eral milestones. The Owls captured 
their first-ever conference title, as 
they won the WAC East Division with 
a 10-3 record. The 10-3 conference 
mark is also Wee's best-ever winning 
percentage in conference play. 

But the Owls say there's a lot 
more winning that needs to take 
place. Rice opens play in the WAC 
tournament today in San Jose, Calif., 
and the Owls say their performance 
will be crucial in earning a bid to the 
NCAA tournament. 

"This win streak is so good for us 
right now, especially headed into the 
WAC tournament," Smith said. "The 
way we're seeded, we're bound to hit 
[the University of] Hawaii in the sec-
ond round, and the confidence is 
wonderful for us because we know 
that we can continue the streak." 

Rice's streak was in jeopardy 
twice last week. After rallying against 
SMU, the Owls were pushed to a 
fifth game against UTEP but escaped 
with a 1(5-14 win in the fifth game. 

"We barely beat El Paso because 
they scouted us so well," Smith said. 
"But the difference between this 
team this year and the teams of the 
past is that we came out and we did 
win that match. We still stuck with it 
and beat them, no matter what the 
point difference." 

Teams are seeded for the tourna-
ment based on a seeding formula 
that gives each team one point for a 
win over a team in its own division 
and two points for a win over a team 
in the other division. After opening 
the season 2-3 against the five WAC 
West teams. Rice gained a total of 12 
points to earn the fourth seed. 

The Owls will face fifth-seeded 
Fresno State University today. The 
Bulldogs finished 7-6 in conference 
play but went 4-1 against the East 
teams to total 11 points. 

There's Power 

in Your Voice. 
L/SE IT! 

FACT: If Emergency Contraception is 
used within 72 hours of contraceptive 
failure, it is effective in preventing an 
unintended pregnancy. 

FACT: Insurance companies are more 
likely to cover Viagra than birth control 

FACT: VOX: Voices for Planned 
Parenthoodis working to make sure the 
services you need are available, 
affordable, and accessible. 
There's power in your voice - USE IT! 

Keep up wth sexual health events on campus. To get involved 
with your local VOX group e-mail: 
Blake at bblark@yahoo.com or Kathv at joetrie@yahoo.com 
or Planned Parenthood at pphset@pphouston.org 

To be connected to the nearest Planned Parenthood clinic 
call 1-800-230-PLAN. Visit us online at www.pphouston.org 

RENATA ESCOVAR/THRESHER 

Senior middle blocker Courtney Smith (right) and junior setter Mariel Davenport 
Pollock go up for the block in Rice's come-from-behind win against SMU Nov. 8. 

The Owls, however, were the one 
East team to knock off Fresno State, 
sweeping the Bulldogs 30-27, 30-18, 
30-23 Oct. 7. Rice has won three 
straight over Fresno State after 
sweeping the Bulldogs last season. 

"If we're playing stable, the way 
we played them last time we played 
against Fresno, we'll beat them just 
as easily as we did in the past," Smith 
said. "It won't be an easy win—they're 
on our level — but in a way we do 
better against teams like that because 
we know it won't be an easy win." 

The Bulldogs are led by senior 
middle blocker Shauna McQuaid, 
who was named first-team all-WAC. 
Junior outside hitter Christy Burnett 
and freshman setter Whitney Arena 
were named second-team all-WAC. 
The Owls hope to put the clamp on 
McQuaid and Burnett as well as they 
did in the last meeting between the 
teams, when McQuaid had just 11 
kills and seven errors and Burnett 
was held to five kills and four errors. 

"They're a younger team, and 

they're dangerous that way," Morales 
said. "They pull out all the stops. 
They have a similar setup to our team 
— they're systematic, they come out 
at you telling what they're doing." 

Unless lower-seeded teams score 
upsets, Rice will have to beat three 
teams from the WAC West to take 
the conference title. The WAC's top 
three seeds, Hawaii, the University 
of Nevada and San Jose State Uni-
versity, are the three teams that 
handed Rice conference losses. 

But the Owls maintain they've 
grown significantly since their 
matches against the trio and believe 
their ability to find a way to win will 
continue this weekend. 

"We have a lot of confidence af-
ter our winning streak, beating a 
team like Arkansas, beating teams 
pretty soundly." Smith said. "We 
went into those games against the 
West knowing that they were the 
West and thinking they were won-
derful. Now we know we can play at 
their level, if not better." 

/T\ 
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its case for bowl berth 
FOOTBALL, from Page 11 
said the Owls can't look past UTEP. 

"We have to play at our best 
this week against UTEP," Hatfield 
said. "We remember last year 
when we helped them break their 
all-time attendance record in their 
stadium. They had a great game 
and they beat us, and we have to 
get ready to play good this week. 
Our team is going to focus on our 
last home game for our seniors. 
We'd like to say we've won all our 
home games in their senior year." 

Louisiana Tech University is 
just one victory away from secur-
ing its first WAC title and a bid to 
one of the two bowl games with 
WAC tie-ins, either the Silicon Val-
ley Bowl or the Humanitarian Bowl. 
Its final conference game is next 
weekend against the University of 
Tulsa, a team which has lost eight 
straight games. 

Boise State's win over the Uni-
versity of Hawaii last Saturday 
made the Broncos, now 6 4 for the 
season, officially bowl-digible and 
likely candidates to play in the Hu-
manitarian Bowl, which they host. 

The Owls are now bowl-eligible 
after reaching seven wins, and 
their best bet for a bowl is an at-
large bid if other conferences do 
not have enough eligible teams to 
meet theirnumber of allotted slots. 

One of these slots is in the 
galleryfurniture.com Bowl, to be 
played at the Reliant Astrodome 
Dec. 28. That game is scheduled to 
pit a Conference USA team against 
a Big 12 Conference opponent. 

If the Big 12 receives two bids 
to the four Bowl Championship 
Series bowls, the confe rence 
might not have six other bowl-

eligible teams to fill all eight po-
tential bowls for that conference, 
and the Owls may be an attrac-
tive candidate to fill the slot. 

Hatfield insists that it's too 
early to think about the different 
bowl scenarios. 

"I tell [our players] that's it no 
good to worry about it," Hatfield 
said. "We have to play our way in. 
If we play our way in and play 
good the next two weeks — and 
win the next two weeks — then I 
think we could worry about it. 

"The thing we always talk about 
is that we have no control over 
things that go on behind closed 
doors. The only thing we have 
control over is to be a team that's 
good, that's exciting. That would 
be a team — if we finish out the 
season good and get invited to a 
bowl — that would be worthy and 
a good opponent for somebody in 
a postseason game. That 's all we 
can control right now." 

One thing that is for certain is 
that tomorrow's home game will 
be the final one for 25 seniors. In 
the midst of their most success-
ful season at Rice, entertaining a 
chance to compete in a bowl 
game, some seniors admit the 
fact that this will be their last 
home game has not hit them yet. 

"I don't know how I'll feel 
knowing that I'll be walking off 
that field for the last time," senior 
fullback Jamie Tyler said. "We're 
just going to try and win these 
last two games. I know that as a 
team we looked forward to hav-
ing this type of season this year. 
In the end. it would be a let down 
to finally actually be bowl-eligible 
and not make it." 

Offense explodes for 59 vs. Tulsa 
by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While there are numerous off-
the-field factors determining which 
teams will go to which bowl games, 
Rice's record-setting performance on 
the field Saturday certainly didn't 
hurt its cause. 

Numerous all-time Rice records 
were broken by the Owls in their 59-
32 homecoming win over the Univer-
sity of Tulsa. The 59 points are the 
most scored by the Owls in one game 
since 1916, when Rice beat Southern 
Methodist University 146-3. 

Against Tulsa Saturday, the Owls 
racked up an all-time record of 653 
yards of total offense against the 
Golden Hurricane, which suffered its 
eighth straight loss. Rice's total of 
498 rushing yards ranks second all-
time, behind only the 505 rushing 
yards the Owls accumulated against 
the University of Arkansas in 1953. 

Putting the records aside, what 
was perhaps most impressive about 
the game was the total team effort. 
Five different Owls rushed for touch-
downs, including junior running back 
Vincent Hawkins and freshman run-
ning back Ed Bailey, who rushed for 
the first touchdowns of their Rice 
careers. Hawkins led all Owls with 
115 yards on the ground, the first 
time in his career he's hit triple digits. 

"It was good to see Vincent 
Hawkins have the kind of day he had 
because he's such an unselfish player 
and he plays hard all the time," head 
coach Ken Hatfield said. 

Three different receivers caught 
touchdown passes, two from sopho-
more quarterback Kyle Herm and 
one from f reshman quar terback 
Greg Henderson. Senior Gilbert 
Okoronkwo caught three passes in 
the game for a total of 78 yards, 
including his first touchdown grab 
in three years. Senior Leroy Bradley 
caught his second touchdown pass 

IN F0CU3: FOOTBALL 
Record: 7-3 

WAC: 4-2 (tied for 3rd) 

Last week: Defeated Tulsa 
59-32. 

What made the difference: 
Rice amassed a school-record 
653 yards, including 498 on 
the ground, and five different 
Owls rushed for touchdowns. 

Up next: The Owls host UTEP 
(2-7, 1-5 WAC) tomorrow 
night at 7 p.m. in Rice's final 
home game of the season. 

of 50 or more yards this season with 
his 58-yard touchdown reception 
near the end of the first quarter. 

Bradley's grab gave the Owls a 17-
7 lead. After a three-and-out series for 
Tulsa, the Owls drove 79 yards, 
capped by a 19-yard touchdown pass 
from Herm to sophomore wide re-
ceiver Gavin Boothe. Tulsa fumbled 
the ensuing kickoff. Tyler ran for 21 
yards the next three plays to give 
Rice a 31-7 lead, and the rout was on. 

"I thought we played extremely 
well," Hatfield said. "I was pleased 
that we took the ball and scored 
right away. We did the things that 
we needed to do. Our receivers 
just made some terrific catches. It 
was Gilbert Okoronkwo's finest day 
with the th ree ca tches he had. 
Gavin Boothe jumped as high as 
any receiver ever had on his touch-
down." 

One other record breaker was 
senior kicker Derek Crabtree. His 
eight extra points gave him 81 for 
his career and pushed him past Na-
tional Football Foundation Hall of 
Fame member Froggy Williams for 
the most PATs made in school his-
tory, a record held by Williams since 
1949. His eight PATs in one game is 

also an all-time record. 
Crabtree was forced to miss the 

first eight games this season with a 
strained hip flexor. In his absence, 
sophomore kicker Brandon Skeen 
struggled, converting just six of 16 
field goal attempts. 

"It feels good to be back on the 
field," Crabtree said. "It's great to be 
in the company of Froggy Williams, 
but it just feels good to be playing 
well at home in front of a great crowd. 

"Skeen's a solid kicker, he'll al-
ways be solid, but he just had some 
problems on the field. It was tough 
to watch him struggle out there be-
cause I know he's better than that." 

While Saturday's game was the 
last homecoming for the seniors, it 
was the first for freshman running 
back Clint Hatfield (no relation to 
Ken Hatfield). Hatfield ran for 94 
yards, including a 75-yard touchdown 
run. He also returned three kickoffs 
for 85 yards and added 13 yards on 
punt returns. 

Forthe season, Hatfield ranks24th 
in the nat ions in kickoff returns, aver-
aging over 26 yards per return. 

"Clint Hatfield continues to be 
exciting whenever he touches the 
ball," Ken Hatfield said. "He turned 
a play which could have been a stop 
in the backfield into an exciting 
touchdown run." 

ERRATA 
The identifications of freshman 
forward Michelle Woods and 
sophomore forward Anne Peck 
were reversed in the photograph 
in the women's basketball 
preview in last week's issue. 

In the same issue, the women's 
club lacrosse team lost to the 
University of Texas in pool play, 
not in the playoffs. 

Special Offers for Rice Students! 
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$9 23 P l u s 
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No coupon required 
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$8 50 P l u s 
T a x 

No coupon required 
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Medium 1-topping pizza 
& 2 cans of Coke" 

P 38 P l u s 
Tax 

No coupon required 

Deep Dish may be extra 

In The Village 

We also serve 
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Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 
Cinna Stix* Coca-Cola8 
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all Preview 
Depth, versatility may help Owls realize postseason dreams 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHKR STAFF 

"I will be disappointed if we are 
not in postseason play." 

Such are men's basketball head 
coach Willis Wilson's expectations 
for the 2001-02 season. Strong words 
for a team that hasn't competed in 
the National Invitation Tournament 
since 1993 and has been absent from 
the NCAA tournament since 1970. 
Yet Wilson was calm and confident 
as he addressed members of the 
media Nov. 9. 

"I really think this team can go to 
the NCAA tournament," he said. 

Rice is 19 games under .500 (117-
136) in Wilson's nine seasons at the 
helm and has had as many winning 
seasons as losing ones in that time, 
finishing one exactly at .500. Just two 
years removed from a 5-22 record 
and having lost an average of over 30 
points a game with the graduation of 
Mike Wilks and Erik Cooper, Wilson 
and this year's team are still not shy-
ing away from lofty expectations. 

After ending their season at 14-
16 with a loss to Fresno State Uni-
versity in the quarterfinals of last 
year's Western Athletic Conference 
tournament, the Owls pledged they 
would go farther this year. 

"After the WAC tournament last 
year, we set it as a goal to go to the 
postseason," junior guard Omar-Seli 
Mance said. 

If the Owls are going to make the 
postseason, they will have to find 
some offense to replace Wilks and 
Cooper. Wilks was second in the 
WAC in scoring last season, averag-
ing 20.1 points per game, and Coo-
per chipped in over 13 points per 

game. Both players were recently 
drafted into the National Basketball 
Developmental League, the minor 
league affiliated with the National 
Basketball Association. 

The responsibility falls to the 
team's returning starters — Mance, 
senior center T.J. McKenzie and 
senior guard Shawn Tyndell — to 
lead the way on offense. Tyndell has 
displayed the most potential to score 
of the group, starting every game 
last season and averaging 10.5 points 
per game. He nailed a three-pointer 
in 29 of the team's 30 games, failing 
to do so only in the team's season-
ending loss to Fresno State. Wilson 
expects Tyndell to be employed in 
almost any position on the court this 
year, most often at small forward. 

'Our big guys are so 

much better as a group 

than we were at the 

start of last year 
— Willis Wilson 

Head men's basketball coach 

Mance will join Tyndell in the 
backcourt at the shootingguard posi-
tion. Last season, Mance started at 
point guard before stress fractures in 
both his left and right tibias kept him 
out of action for over five weeks. 

Mance is a proven scorer — he 
led the Houston Summer League 
with over 20 points per game in the 
summer of 2000 and scored a team-
high 19 points in Rice's win Sunday. 

All Kinds Of Drivers Save With GEICO. 

LWN 

BRN 2 RCK 

DAD 

You may know that GEICO has 
been providing high-quality auto 
insurance to some of vour neighbors 
for years. You rrav think you hive 
to be in government, or have a 
spotless driving record to qualify 
for GElCO's low rates and 
outstanding service. 

Truth is, ail kinds of drivers 
can qualify for GEICO. Even if 
you're not in government or if your 
driving record isn't spotless, vou 
can still save with (he GEICO 
Companies. 
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insurance with 24-hour service, 
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Sophomore guard Rashid Smith averaged just over six minutes per game last year but will s e e significantly more 
action this season. Smith and junior Michael Walton will likely battle for the starting point guard spot. 

A group of young but talented 
athletes fill out the Owls' backcourt. 
Junior Michael Walton and sopho-
more Rashid Smith are expected to 
share time at the point this season. 
Freshman guard Brock Gillespie, a 
McDonald's All-America nominee 
out of Clarksville. Tenn., will also 
see time at the point guard spot, and 
freshman shooting guard Jason 
McKrieth, who led Schenectady 
High School to a 28-1 record and 
was the most valuable player of the 
Class ANew York public school state 
tournament, should contribute im-
mediately as a shooting guard. 

"We have just as capable of shoot-
ers and scorers as we had last year, 
but they're youthful," Wilson said. 
"That will be our biggest question, 
how the perimeter guys come to-
gether." 

Wilson said McKrieth has the 
potential to put up double digits in 
scoring this season. 

"He possesses a level of maturity 
that I haven't seen in a freshman in 
this program in a long time," Wilson 
said. "He'll step in and most likely be 
our best athlete." 

The Owls are more expc rienced in 
the paint. The 6-foot-ll McKenzie. 

Wee's tallest player, played in 17 games 
last season, starting 15 before tearing 
his right AC L. McKenzie has worked 
his knee back to near-full strength. 

Junior center Ferron Morgan was 
thrust into the starting center role 
after McKenzie's injury and earned 
valuable experience that will serve 
him well this season. Junior Bran-
don Evans started the last seven 
games of last season and was a force 
on the boards, averaging almost 
eight rebounds per game over the 
span. Sophomore center Yamar I)i-
ene showed a great amount of growth 
last season and blocked 24 shots, 
the second-most in program history 
for a freshman. 

"()ur big guys are so much better 
as a group than we were at the start 
of last year," Wilson said. "I think 
we're going to get a lot more consis-
tency on our front line." 

The newcomer to the frontcourt 
is freshman forward Michael Har-
ris, who put up nearly 27 points per 
game for Hillsboro High School 
last season. If his 10-point perfor-
mance on 5-of-7 shooting Sunday 
was any indication, Harris is ready 
to make the jump to NCAA Divi-
sion I ball. 

WISE OWLS .GET EYE EXAMS 

50% o 
E Y E E X A M S 

30% o f f 
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"Michael i$a kid that's physically 
capable," Wilson said. "He has the 
ability, the athleticism and the size 
to contribute as a freshman. He 
knows where the basket is and how 
to get there." 

Rice struggled offensively at 
times last season — Rice had 11 
scoreless droughts of over five min-
utes last year — and skeptics say the 
()wls will be paralyzed by the loss of 
Wilks and Cooper. Hie Owls are 
quick to point out, however, that 
many other scorers were out of ac-
tion or slowed by injuries, and now 
they look forward to running a more 
multi-dimensional offense. 

"This year, instead of looking to 
Mike or Coop, we are going to de-
pend on each other and make each 
other better in every facet of the 
game," Mance said. 

And although Sunday's game was 
just an exhibition game, scoring 104 
points isn't the mark of a team with 
nowhere to turn for offense. 

"We're not really pressured — 
it's just go out there and play," 
Tyndell said. "Everyone on the team 
is capable of scoring and there's 
going to be someone every night 
who can step up and score." 

SEMEN DOKORSl 
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by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESH KR STAFF 

Admittedly, preseason exhibition 
games are not the real thing. 

But if shooting statistics are any 
indication, the Rice men's basket-
ball team is in good shape heading 
into its early-season schedule. 

The Owls shot over 49 percent 
from the field in their 104-73 win 
over Branch West Basketball Acad-
emy, including an impressive 14-of-
31 from three-point range. The Owls 
connected on a higher percentage 
of their shots just three times all of 
last season. 

"I was encouraged with the over-
all play and especially with our abil-
ity to shoot the ball," head coach 
Willis Wilson said. 

'We've all got to chip in 

each night because you 

never know who's going 

to he hot or cold.' 
— Shawn Tyndell 

Senior guard 

Junior shooting guard Omar-
Seli Mance and senior small for-
ward Shawn Tyndell were the of-
fensive leaders for the Owls, con-
tributing 19 and 17 points, respec-
tively, but eight different players 
scored at least eight points in the 
rout. 

It was Mance who stepped things 
up early, firing in eight straight points 
with consecutive three-pointers and 
a layup to give Rice a 10-6 lead. A 
Rice 18-0 run shortly thereafter 
broke the game open and gave Rice 
a 31-9 lead. 

Rice cruised from there to a 52-29 
halftime advantage. The Owls let up 
somewhat at the beginning of the 
second half, but the outcome was 
never in doubt as Rice breezed past 
the seven-member team of former 
college players. 

The Owls were disappointed with 
their lapse in the early part of the 

Rice tips off season tonight vs. Navy 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THKESHKR STAFF 

LIZ RICE/THRESHER 

Junior center Ferron Morgan grabs a rebound in Rice's 104-73 exhibition win 
Sunday over Branch West Basketball Academy. Morgan is part of an 
experienced frontcourt that will be one of Rice's biggest strengths this season. 

Offense shines in win 
Mance scores 19 to lead balanced Owl attack 

second half, when Rice's defense 
was exploited on a few occasions 
and Branch West closed the score to 
63-48. 

"We need to become better de-
fensively and a better rebounding 
basketball team," Wilson said. 

Rice's shooting more than made 
up for the lapses, however, and was 
reassuring given pre-season ques-
tions about the Owls' ability to re-
place last year's two leading scorers, 
Erik Cooper and Mike Wilks. 

"We've all got to chip in each 
night because you never know who's 
going to be hot or cold," Tyndell 
said. 

Another question that lingers is 
who will fill the point guard posi-
tion. Sophomore Rashid Smith was 
a candidate to start, but he is still 
recovering from illness and is not at 
full strength. Junior Michael Walton 
got the start Sunday, and freshman 
Brock Gillespie also saw time at the 
point. All three played more than 10 
minutes , and each showed 
strengths — Walton had seven as-
sists, Smith had three assists and 
no turnovers and Gillespie con-
nected on all four of his three-point 
attempts. 

"Michael did a nice, steady job," 
Wilson said. "I'm confident with all 
three guys to handle the job." 

Walton will likely split time with 
Smith in tonight's season-opening 
game against the United States Na-
val Academy. 

The night was also a successful 
debut for Rice's three freshmen. In 
addition to Gillespie's shooting, 
shooting guard Jason McKrieth 
dunked for the Owls' first points of 
the season and showed quick 
hands on defense, finishing with 
eight points and a team-high three 
steals. Forward Michael Harris 
showed impressive athleticism to 
finish with 10 points, including sev-
eral dunks that brought his team-
mates on the bench to their feet. 
He also had a team-high nine re-
bounds. 

"The freshmen fit in perfectly," 
Tyndell said. 'They're very aggres-
sive, and it's great to have someone 
like that coming down on the wing 
with you." 

As in most men's college basket-
ball programs around the country, 
Rice's 2001-'02 schedule is divided 
into two distinct portions — the pre-
conference schedule and the con-
ference schedule. 

The first portion begins tonight, 
when Rice hosts the United States 
Naval Academy. The Owls took a 69-
51 win at Navy to open their season 
last year on their way to a 5-0 start. 
They hope for a similar quick jump 
out of the gates tonight. 

"The early games are very impor-
tant," senior guard Shawn Tyndell 
said. "Hopefully we can get some 
wins and some momentum going 
into conference play." 

On the whole, the Owls face a pre-
conference schedule much like last 
season's, when they opened the sea-
son 8-4. Rice faces eight of the same 
teams from last year's schedule, and 
hopes to repeat itsvictoriesover Navy, 
the University of Houston, Stephen 
F. Austin State University, the Uni-
versity of Texas-Pan American and 
Lamar University. The Owls will also 
look to avenge last year's losses to 
Baylor University, Siena College and 
Middle Tennessee State University. 

Rice's other two pre-conference 
games will pit the Owls against Cen-
tenary College and the University of 
Colorado. 

On the whole, it's a manageable 
slate that should build the Owls' con-
fidence heading into conference 
play. It's also, however, a schedule 
with enough quality opposition to 
keep the Owls from being blindsided 
when they face the tougher teams in 
the Western Athletic Conference. 
Baylor advanced to the National In-
vitation Tournament last season, 
Colorado returns four starters from 
a team that went 15-15 while playing 
in the Big 12 Conference, and Navy 

2001-'02 MEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
November 26 San Jose State (WAC) 

16 Navy 28 Tulsa (WAC) 

20 Lamar 3 1 Nevada (WAC) 

22 Colorado 
27 Stephen F. Austin State February 
29 Houston 2 Fresno State (WAC) 

7 UTEP (WAC) 
December 9 Boise State (WAC) 
1 Baylor 14 Louisiana Tech (WAC) 
4 Middle Tennessee State 16 SMU (WAC) 
8 Birmingham-Southern 2 1 San Jose State (WAC) 
2 1 Centenary 23 Hawaii (WAC) 
27 Texas-Pan American 28 Tulsa (WAC) 
29 Siena 

March 
January 5-9 WAC Tournament 
3 Fresno State (WAC) (Tulsa, Okla.) 
5 Nevada (WAC) 14-17 NCAA First and Second 
10 Boise State (WAC) Rounds (regional sites) 
12 UTEP (WAC) 21-24 NCAA Regionals 
17 SMU (WAC) (regional sites) 
19 Louisiana Tech (WAC) 30-1 NCAA Final Four 
24 Hawaii (WAC) (Atlanta, Ga.) 

(WAC) denotes a Western Athletic Conference game 
BOLD denotes a home game at Autry Court 

and Siena won 19 and 20 games last 
season, respectively. 

"We have a nice balance in our 
schedule," head coach Willis Wil-
son said. "We have some good name 
schools coming in here and our ri-
valry with Houston continues. We 
also have some games we should 
win to give our young kids some 
confidence heading into WAC play. 
It is important for us to bring guys 
along and shore up our weaknesses." 

Things will get tougher for the 
Owls when conference play begins 
Jan. 3. Rice opens with possibly its 
toughest game of the season, on the 
road against conference heavy-
weight Fresno State University and 
its coach Jerry Tarkanian, who 
coached the University of Nevada at 

Las Vegas to the 1990 national cham-
pionship and the 1991 Final Four. 
Fresno State, which began the year 
ranked 25th, is expected to domi-
nate the conference as it did last 
year en route to the second round of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Nine of 10 WAC coaches tabbed 
the Bulldogs to win the conference 
title — Tarkanian, not allowed to 
choose his own team, picked the Uni-
versity of Hawaii. Rice was picked to 
finish ninth in the 10-team conference. 

"It's a wide-open conference," 
Wilson said. "But Fresno State has 
to be the favorite." 

As the conference schedule con-
tinues, the Owls will face each WAC 
opponent once at home and once on 

See BASKETBALL, Pagu 16 
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Advanced Journalism 
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Cross country falters at 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHEK STAFF 

The cross country season didn't 
end quite the way the Owls had 
hoped, but they say there 's plenty to 
be proud of this season and plenty to 
look forward to in the future. 

After capturing the Western Ath-
letic Conference title Oct. 27, the 
men finished their final race of the 
season in 10th place overall at the 
10-kilometer NCAA South Central 
Regional Meet Saturday in College 
Station. 

"The outcome was not good," head 
coach Jon Warren said. "We didn't 
run badly, it's just that the well we dug 
into during conference was empty." 

Freshman Scott Loftin, the only 
Owl to finish among the top 20 run-
ners. led Rice with a 17th-place fin-
ish in 31 minutes and nine seconds. 

"1 had a strong performance." 
Loftin said. "I probably shouldn't 
have gone out so fast, but you learn 
that by experience." 

The race was the third straight in 
which Loftin was the first Owl to 
cross the line. 

"Scott was the first 'real' fresh-
man to finish the race," Warren said. 
"He is great to have on the team." 

Senior Keith Pierce was the next 
finisher on the team in 47th place, 
with sophomore Tim Oberg finish-
ing 67th. Juniors Jeremy LaBuff and 
Tom Ring were right behind in 69th 
and 70th. respectively. 

"Tom ran faster than he did at 
conference." Warren said. 'Tim and 
Tom had a huge breakthrough this 
season." 

Although the Owls finished re-
spectably. many team members felt 
they could have run better. 

"As a team, we didn't reallv per-
form as we wanted to." Pierce said. 
"Our expectations were a lot higher 
than 10th place. However. I think 
this team has accomplished a great 
deal this season." 

"I thought the team was disap-
pointed," Loftin said. "But on the sea-
son as a whole, we performed well." 

On the women's side, the Owls' 
race held to form, at least as long as 

A LOOK BACK: 
CROSS COUNTRY 
Highlights: The men's team 
won the WAC Championship, 
upsetting favored SMU, and 
the women finished second 
behind Tulsa. Freshman 
Scott Loftin had one of the 
best freshman seasons in 
Owl history and finished fifth 
at the WAC meet. 

Lowlî hts: The men finished 
10th and the women 
finished sixth at the NCAA 
South Central Regional meet 
as both teams missed 
qualifying for the NCAA 
Championships. 

meet coordinators were concerned. 
"We were seeded sixth going 

into the race and finished sixth," 
assistant women 's track and field 
coach Jim Bevan said. "We never 
really put everything together for 
the meet, but we have had a good 
year." 

The Owls' top five finishers all 
completed the 6-kilometer race within 
33 seconds of one another. The team 
was led by sophomore Tanya Wright, 
who finished 27th in 22:01. Senior 
Erin Brand and junior Liza Ruckman 
both finished in 22:14 to earn 32nd 
and 33rd place, respectively. Sopho-
more Whitney McAlpine finished in 
36th place and sophomore Shannon 
Murto finished 42nd to complete the 
scoring for the Owls. 

"1 raced better than the last couple 
of meets." Wright said. "The team 
did all right, but the whole group 
moved together and needed to all 
move up." 

Although the Owls improved 
from an eighth-place finish at last 
year's regional meet, the team was 
disappointed because they lelt they 
never managed to give the team per-
formance they were capable of. 

"I was disappointed with the fin-
ish." Brand said. "The course was 
still dug up from the last meet we ran 

here and it was hard to get a rhythm 
going. We ran decent, but didn't ac-
complish all the goals we set out to 
accomplish." 

Bevan shared the Owls' dissatis-
faction with their performances. 

"We never had enough firepower 
up front," Bevan said. 'Tanya had 
her best race of the year and kept 
moving up in the pack. Whitney 
looked good and finished 22 places 
higher than last year 's regional meet. 
Erin ran better than last year but 
was lacking a little confidence. Liza 
had the best cross-country season 
she ever had. We were competitive, 
but missing that little edge to take it 
to the higher level." 

With cross country season be-
hind them, the Owls now look for-
ward to the spring track season. 
Both the men and women believe 
c o n f e r e n c e c h a m p i o n s h i p s and 
send ing several a th le tes to the 
NCAA Championships are attain-
able goals. 

"I can hardly wait ever since 1 
finished the summer track season," 
Brand said. "Rice has had a team at 
nationals in the distance medley re-
lay for the past four years and it's my 
personal goal to be an All-American 
in the event this year." 

The track season will also allow 
several of Rice's middle distance 
runners to return to the distances in 
which they thrive. 

"I'm excited about track season," 
Wright said. "I'm really an 800-meter 
runner and the cross-country dis-
tance is a little long. I am looking 
forward to the shorter distances. We 
have a stronger team for the shorter 
distances anyway." 

On the men's side, the Owls are 
confident that the significant step 
forward they took during cross coun-
try season — a year ago the Owls 
finished fifth in the WAC and 13th in 
regionals at cross country — will 
translate into more success on the 
track as well. 

"We have a lot of talented indi-
viduals." Pierce said. "This is t he most 
depth we have had in my career at 
Rice and I look forward to competing 
with this team in the spring." 

Boyd says swimmers can do better 
SWIMMING, from Pane 11 
Rachel Armstrong and Mularz. The 
foursome teamed up to finish sec-
ond in the 400-vard freestyle relay. 

"Katie and Rachel have contributed 
a lot this year," Williams said. "They 
get overlooked a little because they 
tend to drop more time off at the end." 

Head coach Doug Boyd said the 
best part of this weekend for him 
was definitely the fan support. 

"There were at least twice as 
many people this year as there were 
last year." he said. "The atmosphere 
was exciting and loud and there was 
some good swimming." 

WOiile everything looked picture-
perfect at the beginning of the meet 
on Friday, a major kink in the plan 
came when the timer broke during 
the middle of a race. Times after that 
were taken by stopwatches. 

Boyd said he was disappointed 
with the equipment failure and said 
his team didn't respond well to the 
problem. He said the slump car-
ried into Saturday's meet, when 
California and Virginia again domi-
nated. 

"I was disappointed with our 
team's resolve after the timer broke," 
he said. "This was our home pool 
and I expected us to rally." 

The Owls didn't swim as well as 
they could have, but Rice did finish 
ahead of a top-10 team in Penn 
State. Boyd said, however, that the 
Owls d idn ' t n e c e s s a r i l y prove 
themselves superior to the Nittany 
Lions. 

"Penn State didn't bring all of 
their guns this weekend and on top 
of that, they didn't swim that well," 
he said. "We backed ourselves into 

third place because we didn't swim 
up to our capabilities." 

Though the Owls felt they could 
have picked up some more points, 
they realize that it takes a while to 
learn how to win. 

"I think we're slowly learning what 
it takes," Williams said. "The last 
couple years, we've gotten exposure 
to winning, but now it's more than 
ever." 

The Owls seek to develop the 
Continental Classic into one of 
swimming's premier events. Nov. 
7. the night before the meet, all the 
swimmers were entertained by a 
nice dinner and live guitar at Willy's 
Pub. 

"This is probably the most fun all 
of these girls will have all season." 
Boyd said. "It's a time for good com-
petition and extreme fun." 

Fresno St. favored in competitive WAC 
BASKETBALL, from Page 15 
the road for an 18-game conference 
schedule, and easy wins will be far 
and few between. 

The University of Hawaii also 
played in the NCAA tournament last 
year after upsetting Texas Christian 
University, Fresno State and the 
University of Tulsa to win the WAC 
tournament. Tulsa went on to win 
the NIT, in which the University of 
Texas at El Paso also participated. 

WTiether Rice fulfills its own high 
expectations or the less optimistic ones 
of WAC coaches and the national 
media depends largely on its play at 
Autry Court, where the Owls went 10-
5 last season. If the Owls can get 
support and win their home games, 
finishing above .500 at home against 
conference foes, a finish in the upper 

half of the standings seems possible, 
but poor performances at home could 
doom the Owls to another season in 
and around the WAC cellar. 

A telltale stretch begins near the 
end of January, when the Owls play 
four key conference games at home 
in 10 days, facing Hawaii, San Jose 
State University, the University of 
Nevada and Fresno State. 

Wilson said he knows his team is 
capable of f inishing among the 
conference's top teams, but knows 
the Owls cannot take anything for 
granted in the competitive WAC. 

"Regardless of how the WAC is 
rated, again it will be the best bas-
ketball league that nobody knows 
about," Wilson said. "With the qual-
ity of teams and the depth, this league 
is tremendous." 

WAC COACHES POLL 
WAC coaches picked Rice to 
finish ninth in the preseason 
poll. Poll results, with each 
team's record from last 
season: (A first-place vote is 
worth nine points, a second-
place vote is worth eight, etc.) 

Fresno State (26-7) 81 
Hawaii (17-14) 66 
Tulsa (26-11) 63 
UTEP (23-9) 62 
SMU (18-12) 47 
Louisiana Tech (17-12) 40 
San Jose State (14-14) 30 
Nevada (10-18) 22 
Rice (14-16) 21 
Boise State (18-14) 18 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

NOV. 29, 2001. 
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picks 

o n g o i n g 

THE LEGEND OF 
RITA 

Winner of two Berlin Film 

Festival Awards, this political 

thriller is based on the true 

story of Rita Vogt and her 

attempts to avoid capture by 

an international manhunt. 

$5, $4 students. Tonight 

through Sunday at 7 and 

9:15 p.m. Rice Media 

Center, For more info, 

call (713) 348-4882. 

W e d n e s d a y 

POE 

Celebrate Thanksgiving 

a night early and be 

thankful for this artist's 

enchanting eclectic sound. 

Think of England opens. 

$12. $15 day of show. 

9 p.m. Engine Room. 

1515 Pease St. For more 

info, call (713) 654-7846. 

n o v . - d 

I 

n o v 27 

WD. ID DI<I\K I'LRU1 

THE 
(INTERNATIONAL) 

NOISE 
CONSPIRACY 

This Swedish group on 

Epitaph Records shows 

off its angry indie rock 

sound. With The Hives 

and Rival Schools. 

$8. 7 p.m. Mary Jane's. 

4216 Washington Ave. 

For more info, call 

<713) 869-5263. 

SIDEWALKS OF 
NEW YORK 

See a screening of the new 

film by Edwards Burns (The 

Brothers McMullen, She's 

the One). Pick up passes in 

advance at the Media Center. 

Free. 7:30 p.m. Rice Media 

Center. For more info, 

call (713) 348-4882. 

Players get dangerously crafty with 'Liaisons' 
Natasha Alvandi 
THRESHER STAFF 

Sex is neither an expression of 
love nor an outburst of physical de-
sire for La Marquise de Merteuil 
and her pawn, Le Vicomte de 
Valmont. The characters in the Rice 
Players current production of Les 
Liaisons Dangereuses see sex as sim-
ply a means to a seductive and ab-
sorbing end: victory. 

' les l ia i sons 
d a n g e r e u s e s ' 

0 Rice Players 
Hamman Hall 

Rating: ir-kirir 
(out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
$4 students. $6 faculty/staff , 

$8 general public. For more 
info, call (713) 348-PLAY. 

Although this play isn't a sit-on-
the-edge-of-your-seat thriller, its 
predatory characters and their in-
nate ability to conquer chastity with 
baekstabbing intrigue keep the au-
dience in suspense . Revolving 
around the lives of 18th-century 
French aristocrats, this play's his-
torical plot could be a turn-off for 
some. Yet it has enough betrayal, 
vengeance and manipulation to fill a 
Shakespearean tragedy. 

Based on the novel by Choderlos 
de Laclos, which also inspired the 
teen flick Cruel Intentions, Les Liai-
sons Dangereuses is the tale of a man 
and a woman so infatuated with the 
art of seduction that they don't rec-
ognize true love when it happens. 

Merteuil, masterfully played by 
Baker College senior I^uirie Scott, 
is a woman who thinks she's invin-
cible. She willfully seduces men and 
uses them for her own pleasure. In a 
sexually-charged tete-a-tete with 
Valmont (D>vett College junior Tariq 
Tapa), Merteuil attempts to get her 
ex-lover to increase his conquests in 
the seduction game by having him 

KATIE STREIT THRESHER 

Valmont (Lovett College junior Tariq Tapa, left) seduces Madame de Tourvel 
(Jones College junior Amy Boratko) in Les Liaisons Dangereuses. 

deflower the innocent convent girl 
Cecile (Hanszen College sophomore 
Hallie Antweil) 

But Valmont has other plans — 
Cecile's too easy. He wants to go 
after a woman touted for her fidelity 
and virtue, Madame de Tourvel 
(Jones College junior Amy Boratko). 

But when Valmont discovers that 
Cecile's mother (Martel College jun-
ior Victoria Zyp) has been feeding 
Tourvel nasty gossip about him, he 
decides to get back at the mother 
through the daughter. While he ef-
fortlessly seduces Cecile, he moves 
in for the kill on Tourvel. The stakes 

are high in this game of seduction. If 
he can get Tourvel to admit her love 
for him in writing, then he can have 
a night in bed with Merteuil. 

Needless to say, the treachery of 
both Valmont and Merteuil is enor-
mous. Luckily, Tapa and Scott carry 
the roles well. Neither part is over-
acted. and both actors give the audi-
ence ample opportunity to see them 
not just as jaded individuals out to 
defeat idealism but as pathetic people 
who can't see how self-destructive 
their behavior is. 

The set and costume designs 
greatly enhance the production. 

Contrasting with the ruthless "win 
or die" philosophy of the characters, 
the set is designed primarily in bil-
lowing whites, pinks and beiges. 
Adding to the deception is a see-
through screen characters use while 
eavesdropping. Meanwhile, cos-
tumes indicate the aristocratic deca-
dence of the time. Yards of fabric-
line the ladies' bejeweled dresses, 
while the men wear fashionable 
knee-length breeches. 

The play has amazing transitions. 
As each scene ends, the characters 
freeze, as if in a vignette, until the 
lights dim. Then the actors slowly 
move to their next positions as a 
haunting musical score (composed 
by Jones junior Katie Soper) plays in 
the background. Classical instru-
ments and vocals ease the audience 
into the next scene. 

Although the story will be pre-
dictable to those who saw Cruel In-
tentions. it's interesting to note the 
differences between the play and 
the adaptation. While the movie's 
modern setting undermines the 
characters' authenticity at times, the 
play's historical setting enhances 
their believabilitv. 

The play's end is a bit of a quan-
dary. The story occasionally jumps 
from one scene to another without 
explaining the changes. But since 
the Players have cut no scenes, this 
is a fundamental problem with the 
play rather than the production (by 
guest director Rutherford Cravens). 

Furthermore, there's not enough 
information to determine certain 
characters' motivations, Valmont's 
especially. Even if part of the fun of 
the play is determining what Valmont 
is really thinking, there needs to be 
substantial evidence for more than 
one possibility. 

Overall, the Players' production 
is solid. Although the script drags in 
some parts and jumps in others, this 
play is worth the time for anyone 
who is open to an intriguing yet 
subtle production full of innuendo 
and psychological suspense. 

WHAT'S YOUR DYSFUNCTION? 

Grammar be damned in RDT's unorthodox 'Participle' 

'dangling participle' 

Rice Dance Theatre 
Harjo Studio in the 
Recreation Center 

Melissa Bailey 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

\ s the name suggests. Rice Dance Theatre's 
>unglingParticiple is a show that plays with form 

and invention while leaving a great deal of room 
for imagination. Largely consistent in tone, with 
an overall mood that emphasizes grace, dreami-
ness. mystery and the power of restrained ges-
ture. it's a pleasure to watch. 

It opens with "Conjunction." choreographed 
by RDT Co-President .lessi Harper, a Will Rice 
College junior. Less emotionally effective than 
later dances, this piece is nevertheless appropri-
ate for an opening. It has a sense of awakening, 
change and excitement, and its action calls to 

mind city 
streets and 
b u s t l i n g 
c r o w d s . 
I) a n c e r s 
move in 
pairs, their 
g e s t u r e s 
evoking the 
tight and pre-
carious bal-
ance of 

union, the tension between coming together and 
moving apart. Motion is exuberant, encompass-
ing everything from leaps and kicks to somer-
saults. 

After the opening the mood gradually shifts. 
The second dance — choreographed 
by Harper and RDTCo-President Anne 
Marie Grout, a Hanszen College se-
nior — involves only two dancers and 
is richer, less playful and more sen-
sual. set to the smoky, jazzy music of 
Aimee Mann. 

The third piece, called "Merry-go-
Baroque" and choreographed by RDT 
director Rebecca Vails, intensifies the 
shift in mood. Set to a pair of songs by 
Dead Can Dance, the music is eerie, 
cold, ethereal and dark; the lights are 

7 
f Tomor Tomorrow at 8 p.m., Sunday 

at 2 p.m. $5 students. 
$7 others. For more info, 

send e-mail to juliab@rice.edu. 

KATIE STREIT THRESHER 

From left. Hanszen College senior Anne Marie Grout. Sid Richardson College junior Julia Buergler and 
Will Rice College junior Jessi Harper perform in Rice Dance Theatre's "Places Without Names." 

dim and bluish-tinged. The piece as a whole is 
silvery and liquid, done in watery blues, greens 
and silvers, with dancers dressed in flowing lumi-
nous clothes. Performers form stately circles, 
turn with and against each other and create bal-
anced swirls of movement. 

The show's highest points come with the fourth 
and fifth dances, choreographed by Grout and 
Sid Richardson College junior Julia Buergler, 
respectively. In the fourth, dancers wear black 
skirts edged in darkly glittering sequins, and the 
music has a Celtic sound. The dance itself is more 
cohesive than previous pieces, with restrained 
yet expressive, almost hypnotic movements. 

The fifth piece, "Kindle," echoes the motion of 
a flame. At first, dancers, dressed in black, lie on 
the floor under blue lights; the music is soft and 
eerie. Then the dancers' arms begin to undulate 
like flames. Their bodies ripple, stir and become 
quiet again. The music changes, the lights 

brighten and the dancers come to life, rising in a 
tightly-bunched group like a candle flame. No 
other piece in the production manages to match 
this supple grace and vivid imagery 

The seventh dance, Buergler and Baker Col-
lege junior Amy Tankard's "Sigh Not So." is a joy, 
with airy, sweeping music and movement and 
dancers dressed in flowing white. The dance 
raises images of clouds and water — it's all cool-
ness and lightness, froth and foam. 

Dangling Participle is a remarkable show. It 
isn't flawless — movements meant to be synchro-
nized don't always fit together perfectly, and the 
dances themselves can seem a bit disorganized, 
especially near the beginning. Yet the final effect 
is one of skill and grace, and the varying elements 
coalesce eventually into a coherent whole. The 
joy of modern dance is that it allows for such 
freedom of expression; Rice Dance Theatre con 
tinues to offer original and imaginative examples. 

mailto:juliab@rice.edu
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'Amelie' might not change your life, but she'll make you smile 
Dalton Tomlin 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

People who know me well would 
vouch that the romantic comedy is 
far from my favorite film genre. But 
I will admit that, on rare instances, I 
have been won over by its very best 
examples (a small percentage of 
those I've seen). 

C amelie' 

Rating: itit-kit 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

The new French film Amelie is a 
member of this rare breed, although 
I'm hesitant to label it as simply a 
romantic comedy. Sure, that's how 
it ends up, but the path it takes is 
anything but your usual boy-meets-
girl plot. 

Amelie Poulan (Audrey Tautou) 
is a 23-year-old waitress in a Parisian 
cafe. She has lived most of her life in 
solitude, growing up only with her 
father. 

When Amelie discovers a man's 
childhood possessions, they awaken 
in her a desire to better the lives of 
those around her, having found in-
spiration following the death of Prin-
cess Diana. After she returns the 
found objects to their owner and 
sees how he changes his life as a 
result, a myriad of three-dimensional 
characters benefits from her secre-
tive altruism. But things aren't all 
fun and games — Amelie makes 
sure the wicked get their due. 

Along the way she runs into Nino 

% • 

COURTESY MIRAMAX ZOE 

Amelie (Audrey Tautou) lets the audience know how many couples in Paris are having orgasms right now. 

(Mathieu Kassovitz), who works odd 
jobs (carnival ride skeleton costume-
wearing guy, porno shop assistant 
guy) and, as a hobby, collects photo 
booth pictures torn up and discarded 
by people who didn't like how they 
developed. 

The fact that this hobby has a 
large bearing on the plot shows just 
how idiosyncratic this movie is. The 
screenplay by Jean Pierre Jeunet 
(who also directed) and Guillaume 
Laurant goes off on so many unex-
pected tangents it can be tough to 
keep up with everything. As much of 
a blessing as this is when compared 
with the usual Hollywood fare, it's 

also the movie's biggest fault. 
With any luck, Tautou will be-

come the most-recognized French 
export this side of the Statue of Lib-
erty. She's funny, energetic and not 
too hard on the eyes. It's impossible 
to imagine a known actress or a less-
talented unknown filling the role as 
well as she does, although she'll re-
mind audiences of another Audrey, 
the one from the Hepburn family. 

Amelie is strikingly similar to Ru n 
Lola Run, both in story and style. 
While the former isn't as kinetic as 
its German counterpart, both have 
themes of fate and perfect timing as 
well as innovative cinematography 
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HAMMERS AND 
ANVILS 

Matador Records 
Rating: it it it it 

(out of five) 

I have never been to New Zealand. 
That's why I was a little afraid to 
review Hammers and Anvils, the new 
album from New Zealander Graeme 
Downes. As I researched the coun-
try, I found out this indie rocker 
from a far-away land hits pretty close 
to home, producing that familiar 
warm, unflustered feeling of a good 
tune vibrating in your soul. 

Downes' first solo album, Ham-
mers and Anvils reflects a departure 
from his former rock band, the 
Verlaines, and attempts to create a 
different sound from what listeners 
are used to. But how many of you 
have ever heard of the Verlaines or 
even Graeme Downes? Not to worry 
— with new label Matador Records, 
Downes is aiming at an entirely new 
audience. 

If you happened to be a student at 
Otago University in Dunedin, New 
Zealand, you would be pretty famil-
iar with Graeme Downes. That's 
because he's known there as Profes-
sor Downes, of contemporary rock 
music, to be exact. If they offered a 
rock music class at Rice I know I 
would take it. So he's a smart guy, 
Ph.D. and all. But what in his new 
album qualifies Professor Downes 
as an educator in this subject? 

Hammer and Anvils is just 
Graeme. He played all the instru-
ments and wrote all the songs. His 
voice is sweeping and strong, and he 
delivers his lyrics shamelessly in 
the first person, often with a painful 
edge. And his guitar playing is mini-
mal and cool. So he's talented enough 
to be my rock music professor. 

The songs themselves are var-
ied, ranging at times from Brian 
Wilson-esque pop to indie-flavored 
jazz. In the title song, Downes croons 
soulfully with only the accompani-
ment of his own fuzz-driven guitar. 
The next song, "Cole Porter," basks 
in poetic helplessness as he can't 
"find me a rhyme half as beautiful as 
you." The jazzy "January Song" la-
ments the bustle of city life in 
Auckland, and for three minutes it 
makes the world seem a little bit 
smaller. 

The ninth track, "Gucci," is 
unarguably the best song on the 
album. Against a fuzzy, lo-fi reggae 
lick, Graeme sets up a fragile edifice 
of painful lyrics condemning materi-
alism. Gravity breaks it down in the 
chorus when the guitar turns to 
heavy s t rumming and Downes 
charges with full-on emotion: "Here's 
what you get/Don't let your heart 
roll your head." Fans of the late Jeff 
Buckley will definitely appreciate 
Downes' dark side on this truly great 
album. 

—Jeff Geisinger 

rhythm m a s t e r s 

DISCONNECT 
YOUR HEAD 

Matador Records 
Rating: it it it it 

(out of five) 

Rhythm Masters' aptly titled re-
lease Disconnect Your Head is an 
hour and two minutes of techno sub-
limity. Rhythm Masters, an obscure 
project out of Europe, elicits a vis-
ceral response with its electronic 
beats. 

Audiophiles will enjoy this col-
lection of trance-techno-house pop. 
Darkness, smoke and glow sticks 
are appropriate accessories for en-
joying this music. It is often dizzy-
ingly produced, causing the sound 

and choppy editing. Amelie also 
boasts some impressive special ef-
fects that lend themselves to the 
almost fairy-tale atmosphere. 

But that's nothing new to Jeunet, 

whose dark 1995 film The City of Lost 
Children was basically a children's 
story. Jeunet also helmed the futur-
istic, cannibalistic Delicatessen and 
(surprisingly enough) Alien: Resur-
rection — whatever style he adopts, 
it's clearly something he puts 
thought and detail into. 

The dialogue (credited to 
Laurant) has tons of wordplay that 
comes across remarkably well in 
translation. French speakers will no 
doubt pick up on even more of the 
clever writing. 

The point of the story isn't to turn 
everyone into a do-gooder like 
Amelie. If that were the case, the 
film would be a rehash of the dread-
ful Pay It Forward. Everyone doing 
favors for everyone else. Yecch. 
Amelie is realistic enough to accept 
that most people (e.g., the majority 
of the supporting characters) aren't 
bad, but they're not selfless helpers 
of mankind either. 

What the movie is trying to say is 
that we need to appreciate those 
rare few who do go out of their way 
to make others' lives better. Maybe 
the notion of gratitude isn't so ideal-
istic after all. 

to swim from ear to ear in your skull. 
If you're unfamiliar with this genre, 
this album might be a little over-
whelming. 

And yet, even the untrained ear 
can sense the underlying simplicity 
in the creation — one cannot help 
but wonder how much work is really 
involved. Some of the tracks hon-
estly sound like they were made on 
a kiddie keyboard. But a dark charm 
exists in that. 

The opening track, "The Under-
ground," begins with a heady and 
canned beat that could have been 
found on your grandparents' old elec-
tric organ in the parlor. An indeci-
pherable voice speaks, sounding as 
if the Devil himself had been a guest 
in the studio. 

"Cocaine" includes a sample of a 
random speech about America's 
need for new enterprise, and fea-
tures Devil Voice again, repeating, 
"This is the future." It ends with the 
audio from a rocket launch. It's a 
disturbing song for a disturbing 
drug. 

Every track begins with a differ-
ent beat, yet "One in a Million" stands 
out as it begins with swirling key-
boards and no driving rhythm force. 
Instead, Devil Voice is accompanied 
by a jazz-like rhythm that is mel-
lower and more laid-back than the 
other tracks on the album. 

Disconnect Your Head is an in-
struction on how to listen to this 
disc. Place it in the CD player and 
start doing something else. The 
sound and rhythm will get into your 
veins and your blood will start pump-
ing in time and you will find yourself 
feeling unnaturally funky with little 
effort. 

— Meg Whitmore 

NOBODY LIVES FOREVER 

'Heist'steals your money, 
gives nothing in return 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

Okay, that does it. I've had 
enough. Heist, the new movie 
f r o m w r i t e r / d i r e c t o r D a v i d 
Mamet , is about the hundredth 
recent example of precisely the 
kind of f i lm I wish would go away. 

'heist' 

Rating: it 1 / 2 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

I t 's being touted as an intelli-
gent, ingeniously craf ted cr ime 
thri l ler, but don ' t let that fool 
you. I t 's a t ired, empty genre 
exercise, made all the more irri-
ta t ing by its self-congratulatory 
Tarantino-esque posturing. I no-
t iced during the end credi ts that 
one of the support ing act resses 
is named Karen Cliche. Memo to 
cast ing directors: This is what is 
known as "ask ing for i t . " 

The plot involves ... oh, never 
mind.There i sn ' tone . Everything 
tha t happens in Heist can be 
summar ized as fol lows: Lowli fes 
wi th whom we are meant to sym-
pathize (Gene Hackman, Delroy 
Lindo, Rebecca Pidgeon, Ricky 
Jay) team up with lowlifes we are 
meant to despise (Danny DeVito, 
Sam Rockwell) to pull off "one 
last j ob " before retiring. Lowlifes 
screw up heist and spend rest of 
movie bluff ing and double-cross-
ing each other, frequently for no 
apparent reason. Meanwhi le , 
there 's no shortage of arbitrary 
plot tw is ts and faux-intel lectual 
dialogue to show the audience 
what a clever writer Mamet is. 

All right, perhaps tha t ' s un-
fair. Heist does have a couple of 
redeeming qual i t ies. Most nota-
bly, the act ing is excel lent. I went 
to see th is movie primarily be-
cause it features Gene Hackman 
in his t rademark role as a suave 
ant ihero, and he d idn ' t disap-
point. 

Hackman, in a seemingly ef-
for t less performance, plays Joe, 
a cunning thief ready to set t le 
down on an island with his daugh-
te r . . . errr, wife (the much-younger 
Pidgeon) when Bergman (DeVito), 
his fence, demands that Joe or-

chest ra te an elaborate robbery 
at an airport to make up for a 
recently botched job. To ensure 
tha t Joe doesn ' t try any tr icks, 
Be rgman s e n d s his nephew 
J i m m y S i l k (a c o n v i n c i n g l y 
weaselly Rockwell)to accompany 
Joe and his partners. 

That, however, is not a plot. It 
s imply sets up a plot. Critics are 
prais ing Heist for tak ing its t ime 
to unfold, but the pacing doesn ' t 
make the sl ightest di f ference if 
there isn ' t a payoff at the end, 
which is exactly what 's wrong 
with th is movie. After the heist 
i tself (which, admittedly, is pre-
sented in intr iguing detail), all 
we get is a tedious series of 
characters f l ip-f lopping loyalties. 

Then we come to the dia-
logue. Lord, th is movie 's dia-
logue is obnoxious. Again, cr i t ics 
are f a w n i n g over l i nes l i ke 
DeVito's declarat ion, "Everybody 
needs money! That 's why they 
call it money!" Now, people are 
ent i t led to th ink th is kind of dia-
logue is clever, but I don ' t . The 
dia logue is forced, especial ly 
s ince it occurs virtually without 
context . It also lacks meaning. 

Here 's an even worse line: 
Near the end of the movie, a 
character asks, "Don' t you want 
to hear my last words?" His op-
ponent repl ies, "I jus t did," and 
unceremoniously blows his head 
off. Audienceswi l l surely be quot-
ing th is line for weeks, exclaim-
ing, "Wow! That 's so witty! And 
so ironic!" 

No, it isn ' t . I t 's a pretent ious, 
mean-spir i ted one-liner inserted 
to encourage the audience to 
ei ther wal low in or laugh at the 
cruel violence th is country so 
passionately c la ims to abhor. 
I t 's the same sort of thing that 
turned me off to movies like 
Batman and Pulp Fiction. 

If Hollywood doesn ' t ditch the 
irony fet ish tha t ' s behind such 
recycled cr ime f i lms as Heist 
within the next month, I 'm going 
to have a fit of hysteria so spec-
tacular I might even sell t ickets 
to it. I 've made the irony com-
plaint before, but if Hollywood 
gets to recycle its banal cr ime 
thr i l lers 15 t imes a year, I should 
be al lowed to recycle my gripes, 
r ight? 

> 0 1 
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NOV 16. 

Learn about the mysterious inner workings 

of automobiles at a CAR REPAIR 
workshop and TG from 4 to 6 p.m. in the 

Ray Courtyard of the Rice Memorial Center. 

At 7:35 p.m., head to Autry Court to watch 

the men s BASKETBALLteam 

officially begin the season versus Navy. 

This is also the night of Jungle Gym Jam, 

and free T-shirts will go to the f irst 500 

students. Free Jamba Juice will also be 

given to the first 200 students. 

SYZYGY presents a free performance 

with David Starobin on guitar and George 

Crumb playing percussion in Duncan Recital 

Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall at 8 p.m. 

Are you ready to listen? Wiess Tabletop 

Theater presents TALK RADIO 
in the Wiess College Commons at 8 p.m. 

tonight and Saturday. Send an e-mail to 

Tim Lott at tlott@rice.edu to reserve 

t ickets at $4 for Rice affi l iates and $6 for 

others. 

Baker College's magical musical comedy 

PIPPIN runs at 8 p.m. tonight and 

Saturday in the Baker Commons. Tickets 

are $4 for Rice students and $5 general 

admission. 

Better than Cruel Intentions! At 8 p.m. 

tonight and Saturday the Rice Players 

production of LES LIAISONS 
DANGEREUSES 
Hamman Hall. Call ' " 1 3 5 4 8 - P L A Y to 

reserve tickets i t $4 for Rice students, $6 

for faculty/staff and $8 general admission. 

Baker College PUB NIGHT s 

from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in Willy's Pub. 

The Architectural Society of Rice wants 

your body for its BODY ART 
exhibition from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in 

Anderson Hall. Interested? Send an e-mail 

to Ian Garrett at igarrett@rice.edu with 

your name, e-mail address, phone number 

and intended medium. 

Saturday NOV 17 

The men's club RUGBY team takes 

on Louisiana State University at 2 p.m. at 

the rugby field. 

Eat a lot and dance to Rice alum Nick 

Cooper's drums at "Plant a Garden — 

SAVE A TURKEY a vegetarian 

dinner from 5 to 8 p.m. in Ray Courtyard 

by the RMC. Proceeds benefit Urban 

Harvest, a nonprofit organization that 

supports food-producing gardens in 

Houston. The cost is $5 for Rice affil iates 

and children under 12 and $10 general. 

Tickets are available at Amy's Ice Cream, 

the RMC help desk or at the door. 

The FOOTBALL team tackles 

the University of Texas El Paso at 7 p.m. 

at Rice Stadium. Be there or be square, or 

round, or Gillis-shaped if you like. 

Rice Dance Theatre presents 

DANGIJNG PARTICIPLE at 
8 p.m. tonight and Sunday at 2 p.m. in the 

Harjo Studio in the Recreation Center. 

Send an e-mail to Julia Buergler at 

juliab@rice.edu for tickets ($5 for Rice 

affiliates, $7 general). 

KTRU presents The Gloria Record, 

Elizabeth Elmore, and Aspera and the Liars 

at 9 p.m. in the Lovett College basement. 
The CONCERT's ̂ ree for Rice 

students and $8 for non-Rice people. 

Get your Latin fix at DIGITAL 
UNDERGROUNDS ™e,e 
will be free dancing lessons, food, music 

and lots of Latin dancing from 10 p.m. to 

2 a.m. in Willy's Pub. 

Sunday Nm/1R 
The Shepherd School Opera presents 

DIALOGUES OF THE 
CARMELITES tonight, Monday 

and Wednesday at 7 :30 p.m. in the 

Wortham Opera Theatre in Alice Pratt 

Brown Hail. Admission is $5 for students 

and senior citizens and $7 general. 

tuesday NOV 20 

Houston city ELECTIONS runoff 

candidates for mayor and City Council speak 

about why they should hold office at a forum 

at 7 p.m. in the Grand Hall of the RMC. 

The men s BASKETBALLteam 

and Lamar University faceoff at 7:35 p.m. 

in Autry Court. 

Wednesday NOV 21 

The deadline for scheduling SELF-

SCHEDULED EXAMS is 
today at noon in the Registrar's Office. 

monday NOV 26 

tuesday NOV 27 

Art and Art History Professor John 

Sparagana presents -CRACKS IN 
THE FIREWALL * 3 P.r 

Sewall Hall, Room 3 0 1 as part of the 

department's lecture series. 

At 8 p.m. University of Southern California 

law professor Susan Estrich presents 

• How FEMINISM HAS 
CHANGED EVERYTHING 
and Nothing" in the Grand Hall of the RMC 

as part of the President's Lecture Series. 

firiday NOV 30 

The Rice Media Center is showing a sneak 

preview of SIDEWALKS OF 
NEW YORKat 7 : 3 0 p - m - P i c k up 
free passes beforehand at the Media Center. 

The FISCHER DUO 
Norman Fischer on cello and Jeanne 

Kierman on piano, performs the complete 

works for cello and piano by Frederic Chopin 

and Franz Liszt for free at 8 p.m. in Duncan 

Recital Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

Singing groups and musicians wanted for 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR' 
Show off your talent for 20-30 minutes 

between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. in the 

Student Center. Contact Maria Melendez 

at melendez@rice.edu or (713) 348-3064 

if you are interested in performing. 

The Lady Owls BASKETBALL 
team hosts the Gene Hackerman Rice 

Invitational at Autry Court. The University of 

Maine plays George Washington University 

at 5 p.m. and Rice plays the University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro at 7 p.m. 

Calendar submit items: 

.m. in 

• by C A M P U S M A I L to Calendar 
Editor, Rice Thresher. MS-524. 

• by F A X t 0 Calendar Editor, 

(713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAIL t0
 thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-

available basis. 

i f 

It's your life, 
choose accordingly. 

With Activation 

D o w n l o a d a b l e 

R i n g t o n e s 

M o b i l e M e s s a g i n g 

a n d C h a t 

Hur ry I T i l l * g rea t p h o n e 
of fer I t only avai lable 

for a l imi ted t i m e . 

N O K I A 
CONNECTING PEOPLE 

5 1 6 5 

unlimited nights and w 

wireless internet access with 
100 interactive messsages 

For jobs that rock, visit us 
at www.cinguiar.com 

angu la r 
W I R E L E S S 

What do you have to say?" 

1-866-C/NGt/LAR 

I Cingular Wireless Stores | 

Shop by phone for delivery. 
call (281! 444-4444 
Corporate customers 
call 1 888 389-0331 
Open 12 - 5 on Sundays 
BAYTOWN 
4508 Garth Rd , 281 837-8372 
BEAUMONT 
4383 N Dowlen Rd 
409-899 4995 
BRYAN 
1801 Bnarcrest. 979 777-7000 
CLEAR LAKE 
1020 W Nasa Rd One. 281 338 2210 
CONROE 
1136 W Dallas, 936-756-1400 
FRIENDSWOOD 
Baybrook Mall. 281 -461-9955 
GALVESTON 
4908 Seawall Blvd , 409 763-7000 
HOUSTON 
76 FM 1960 W. 281 397 9150 
4950 FM 1960 W 281-444-0009 
6595 Hwy 6 N 832-593-9650 

7911 FM 1960 W. 281-894-9610 
2808 Hwy 6 S. 281 556-5465 
10701 IH 45 N. 281-591-6555 
12346 Gulf Fwy. , 713-946 4783 
3773 SW Fwy .713-850-7906 
7204 SW Fwy . 713-774-1515 
10590 NW Fwy, 713-956 5925 
One Allen Center. 713-659-8400 
2563 Amherst. 713-521 3740 
* 020 Antome. 713-681 1169 
7032 Antoine. 281-405-9136 
9801 Bissonnet, 713-272-0230 
1052 Federal Rd , 713-450-9372 
11260 Fondren, 713-777-3413 
180 Gulfgate Center 713-634-0700 
10705 Jones Rd 281 970-4013 
14618 Memorial Dr, 281 -497 5768 
232 Meyerland Plaza, 71 3-661 9511 
5161 San Felipe. 713-621-3864 
2621 South Sheperd 713 526-3453 
700 Town 8r Country Blvd 
713 465-3281 

5661 Westheimer, 713-877-8877 
8383 Westheimer 713-784-4917 
8811 Westheimer. 713-789-1488 
HUMBLE 
9777 FM 1960W, 281 548-3290 

HUNTSVILLE 
3010 Hwy 30 936-291-3000 
KATY 
1551 S Mason, 281 579 7353 
KINGWOOD 
4536 Kmgwood Dr. 281-361 8051 
LAKE JACKSON 
100 W Hwy 332 979-299-6400 
LEAGUE CITY 
1010 EMa.n 281-557-8585 
PASADENA 
4908 Fairmont Pkwv 
281-487 9700 
PEARLAND 
1907 N Mam 281-997-8997 
ROSENBERG 
5101 Ave H. 281 342-6850 
SPRING 
4888 Louetta. 281-355-0975 
SUGAR LAND 
2591 Town Center. 281-565 9292 
4630 Hwy 6. 281 494-5510 
TOMBALL 
27676 Tomball Pkwy 281 357-0662 
WOODLANDS 
566 Sawdust Rd.. 281 362-7070 
19075 IH 45 S. 936-321 9696 

| Premier Agents | 

BAYTOWN 
6741 Garth Rd . 281-421 1900 
San Jacinto Mall. 281-839-1144 
BEAUMONT 
Parkdale Mall 409 899-4223 
CLEAR LAKE 
1400 Nasa Rd One. 281-335 9766 
COLLEGE STATION 
Post Oak Mall, 979-696-4282 
FRIENDSWOOD 
101 W Park wood. 281-648-3999 
HOUSTON 
4001 Bellaire. 713-667 9003 
9401 Katy Fwy . 713-932-7272 
12035 NW Fwy.. 713-957-3008 
5805 E Sam Houston Pkwy 
281 458-9100 
Almeda Mall, 713-910-4600 
Almeda Mall (Second Location) 
713-378 9096 
Baybrook Mall. 281 218-8887 
Deerbrook Mall. 281 540-0007 

Memorial City Mall. 713-932-7777 
Memorial City Mall 
(Second Location), 713-722 0708 
Northwest Mall, 713-683-6900 
Sharpstown Mall. 713-562-8528 
West Oaks Mai', 281-752-8565 
West Oaks Mall, 281-293 0099 
Willowbrook Mall. 281-894-9610 
1014 Gessner. 832-358-2150 
218 Gray St . 713-528 7330 
1029 Hwy 6 N. 281-646-8914 
1806 FM 1960 W. 281 -893-4300 
3909 Richmond, 713-629 4381 
12132 Sabo Rd . 281 -922-9447 
4908 San Fel-pe. 713-871 -9055 
920 Studemont. 713-802 9950 
6348 Telephone, 713-645-2852 
1944 W Gray. 713-521-4611 
5857 Westheimer. 713-781 -0600 
5310 Wesleyan, 713-662-2444 
12620 Woodforest. 713-330-1948 
6531 Woodway, 832-358-8766 
LAKE JACKSON 
Brazos Mall. 979-292 0800 

KATY 
1455 Fry Rd . 281 -398-2473 
22044 Westheimer Pkwy 
281-599 8060 
355 S Mason Rd , 281 -828-1400 
Katy Mills Mall. 281-435-0257 
Katy Mills Mall, 281-644-6444 
PASADENA 
6735 Fairmont Pkwy 281 -487 1182 
3633 Spencer Hwy 713-910-9600 
Pasadena Town Square 
713-473-8899 
PORT ARTHUR 
Central Mall, Hwy 365 
409-729 1882 
SPRING 
5020 Louetta, 281 -379 3000 
WEBSTER 
1241 West Bay Area Bay 
281 338 8877 
WOODLANDS 
Woodlands Mall. 281 363-4282 
Woodlands Mall. 281 -681 2888 

| Au thor i zed Agents ] 

Champions Cellular 
1642 FM 1960 W, 281-537-5000 
16742 Champions Forest Dr 
281 655 9300 
6700 Woodlands Pkwv 
281-681 3330 
Lone Star Communications 
1500 Harvey, College Station 
979-696 5507 
1108 North Loop 336 W Conroe 936 

788 5510 
San Jacinto Mall, Baytown 
281-421 8202 
Lone Star Wireless 
Paikdale Mall Beaumont 
409 347-1775 
One Source Wireless 
lOOWHwy 332. Lake Jackson 
979-297 2324 
16535 SW Fwy Sugar Land 
281-491-2700 
28418 Tomball Pkwy Tomball 
281-351 4333 

West Oaks Mall 
979-496-7750 
Page West. 5304 E 5th 
Katy. 281-391 1896 
Woods Wireless 
4375 Easte* Fwy , Beaumont 
409-898-2700 
World Tech 
713 932-7272 

1250 Westheimer. 281 589 2770 

N e w Store 6595 Hwy 6 N. (832) 593-9650 

Phone price and offer may vary by location 
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Gillis shakes hands with, vomits on Putin 
by Angry Joe 

THE WALL (V MEN IN THIS OFFICE PISSES ME OFF 

In a move that pissed off pretty 
m u c h everybody, President Malcolm 
Gillis vomited on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin after Putin i n ju r ed . 
Gillis' shaking hand Wednesday. 

Apparently. Putin 's iron grip over 
Russia ex tended to the country ' s 
f o r m e r candidate for economic re-
building, as h is mee t ing with Gillis 
(who was almost cool e n o u g h to 
rebuild the Russian economy) left 
t he Rice adminis t ra tor with two bro-
ken f ingers and a badly damaged 
self-esteem. 

While a preliminary X-ray showed 
no significant damage to Gillis' right 
hand, a s ta tement issued by Assis-
tant to the President Mark Scheid 
said Gillis will not be available to 
shake graduates ' hands dur ing com-
m e n c e m e n t in May. 

"As Gillis' right hand, I know bet-
ter than anybody that there most cer-
tainly will not be a whole lot of shakin ' 
goin' on next May," read Scheid's 
statement. "Controversial or not, this 
drastic step must be taken such that 
the golden hand of Gillis will be avail-
able for future graduates." 

T h e force of Putin 's h a n d s h a k e 
was so s t rong that it b rought forth 
vomit f rom the dep ths of Gillis' stom-
ach, which was immediately depos-
ited on Putin 's shirt, tie and coat. 

A Russian dignitary, speak ing 

t h r o u g h a t ranslator , expressed dis-
may at Gillis' uncouth action. 

"We have mus t take $45 Ameri-
can d ry c leaner for shir tcoat of Put in 
yes," said Andrei Ravelnikov, a mem-
be r of Put in ' s en tourage . "Capitalist 

j ) ig bill of c red i t will b e mai led 
G e o r g e Bush , warn you." 

Gillis, in a post- incident p r e s s 
conference , urged the population not 
to overreact to Ravelnikov's inflam-
matory c o m m e n t s . 

" T h o u g h Rice Un ive r s i t y ex-
p r e s s e s its deepes t condo lences for 
P r e s i d e n t Put in d u r i n g th i s dry-
c leaning t ragedy, we mus t realize 
that anyth ing mailed f rom Russia is 
neve r go ing to see the light of day on 
Dubya ' s desk ," Gillis said. "It is im-
por tan t that we remain calm and 
uni ted a s a university, because when 
it c o m e s down to it, I can raise some 
sheep , shea r the wool and m a k e the 
bas ta rd a new coat myself. Hell." 

Eyewi tness a ccoun t s f r o m ob-
se rve r s of the incident were difficult 
to c o m e by because no one could 
s top laughing. 

"Did you see that shit?" gasped 
Will Rice senior Robert Mor ton be-
t w e e n f i t s of r a u c o u s l a u g h t e r . 
" S e r g e i o r w h a t e v e r c r u s h e d 
M a l c o l m ' s h a n d ! T h e n Malco lm 
ra lphed all over the pinko 's suit! It 
was just like WWF, except without 
the folding chai rs or butch women. 
Wait, it had both of those too. I 'm 
gonna go have sex now." 

Two years ago at Baker Pub 
Night, I purchased a night 
with Laura Schwent, complete 
with a full body massage, for 
the low price of $46. I still 
haven't cashed in, and as it 
turns out, I really don't want 
it 

If you're interested in taking 

ity off of my hands, send an e-
maii to backpage@rice.edu 
telling me, in 100 words or 
less, why you deserve this 
date with Ms. Schwent. If 
you're lucky, I'll sell it to you 

WEBPAGE OF THE WEEK 
http://imgoingto.diaryland.com 

Explore the musings of a de-
ranged lunatic and laugh at the 
jokes I'm not allowed to put on 
the Backpage. Take, for ex-
ample. this choice quote, which 
I am allowed to put on the 
Backpage. 

"Come on now, it isn't gonna 
suck itself." 
— Me, in front of the library, 
offending someone probably 
best left unnamed 

(GIGOLO) 

Dear Mr President, 

This week only, your drinks are 
on us. 

And we've got some Smirnoff for 
your new friend! 

Love, WILLY 

How embarrassing! When 
I did that, the smell didn't 

come out for weeks 

DAMN. SOMEBODY SUCKS AT PHOTOSHOP/THRESHER 

Vladimir Putin (center left) expresses glee at President Malcolm Gillis' offering of clam chowder and Amstel Light 
after injuring Gillis' shaking hand. 

Greenspan coughs, trustees shrink tuition 
bv Satan C o u r r e g e s 

THRESHER WEIRDO STAFF 

Alan Greenspan , cha i rman of the 
Federa l Reserve Board and whip-
ping boy of the university lecture 
circuit, coughed dur ing his speech 
at Rice Tuesday night, send ing the 
Dow J o n e s Industrial Average and 
Rice unde rg radua t e tuition into spi-
raling nosedives . 

C o n f u s i o n o v e r w h e t h e r 
Greenspan ' s action would more aptly 
be descr ibed as a cough or a clear-
ing of the throat consumed an emer-
gency board mee t ing held by the 
Rice Board of Trus tees , according 
to an anonymous source. 

"Throat-clearing by a respec ted 
m e m b e r of the financial communi ty 
traditionally indicates a pending r ise 
in several key interest rates, whe reas 
cough ing denotes a s teep drop," said 
the a n o n y m o u s source. 

After confer r ing for t h ree hours , 
the board decided that Greenspan ' s 
oral emiss ion was most certainly a 
cough , and that the mos t apropos 
r e s p o n s e was to lower tuition for the 
2002-'03 t e rm to $2.50. 

"We feel that $2.50 is an adequa te 
tuition cost , given that our s tuden t s 
are subjec ted to flying debr is near 
cons t ruc t ion si tes and are forced to 
park at t h e Astrodome," said the 
a n o n y m o u s source . "In addition, t h e 
m o n e y saved by our s tudents can be 
spent in the c o n s u m e r market , par-
t i c u l a r l y at G a l l e r y F u r n i t u r e , 
t h e r e b y b o o s t i n g t h e A m e r i c a n 
economy that was so badly shat-
te red on Sept. 11." 

Several s tuden t s have g ree t ed 
the tuition slash with a positive atti-
tude . 

"Like the absence of the spr ing 
recess , th is tuition drop will allow 
m e to s top s t ress ing about such real-

world responsibi l i t ies as my job and 
my e lected position, and will give 
m e m o r e t ime to devote to my one 
and only t rue love: problem sets ," 
excla imed SA pres iden t and two-
headed m o n s t e r Gavigor. 

"Shut up. bi tch. It 's my turn to 
speak," a d d e d Gavigor 's o the r head . 

O the r s , part icularly a d r u n k e n 
Backpage editor, were angered by 
the d rop in tuition. 

"Those mothe r fucke r s have done 
it to m e again," proclaimed Joe Gar-
land, be tween spilling He ineken on 
his shir t and slapping a passive guy ' s 
gir l fr iend on t h e ass . "I used to get 
$10,000 in financial aid every semes-
te r on top of my football scholarship, 
and now I s tand to lose all of that 
money ." 

W h e n reached for comment , foot-
ball coach Ken Hatfield said, "Joe 
Garland? He was a walk-on. I don't 
know why h e would say that." 

Whatchoo talking 'bout, Gillis? Classifieds 
HOUSING 

VINTAGE WEST U. TOWNHOUSE 
duplex 2-story, 2 / 1 / 3 covered park-
ing. New oversize A / C / H = low utili-
ties. All appliances + washer & dryer. 
Newly repainted. Hardwood floors & 
ceiling fans. Wrought iron fence and 
remote gate, secure patio. Pets OK. 
(713) 665-7587. 

WANTED: FLOOR TO SLEEP ON -
Outgoing female Baylor grad moving 
to Houston to start work 11 /26. Look-
ing for female roommate and tempo-
rary living arrangements. Leave mes-
sage at (254) 744-9512: 1 will return 
your call. 

HELP WANTED 

STUDENT WANTED: Safe driver with 
car to pick up 12-y/o girl from school 
to activities, do errands. 2-4 hrs /day . 
$15/hr + mileage. Rice/West U. area. 
(713) 464-6202. Leave message please. 

TUTORS NEEDED for English, math, 
biology, chemistry, Spanish, SAT and 
ACT. Experience working with young 
people preferred. Set your own hours 
and get $15-$20/hr., depending on 
experience. Fax resume to (713) 784-
9565 or call (713) 784-6610. 

PART-TIME SHOPPING and running 
e r rands 3 days a week (on occasion, 
4 days a week) plus occasional after-
noon carpooling. Reliable vehicle re-
quired. $15/hour+ mileage. Call (713) 
659-3680 and ask for Trish. Our fam-
ily has employed s tudents for 16 
years. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

***ACT NOW! Guarantee the best 
spring break prices! South Padre, 
Cancun . Jamaica, Bahamas , Aca-
pulco, Florida & Mardi Gras. Reps, 
needed . . . Travel for free, earn $$$. 
Group discounts for 6+. (800) 838-
8203. www.leisuretours.com. 

FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES, Student 
groups: Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semes-
ter with the easy Campusfundraiser.com 
three hourfundraising event. Fundraising 
dates are tilling quickly, so call today! 

SOMETHING FUNNY is happening in 
your dorm room. Take a picture of it 
and send it to backpcige@ricc.edu. This 
line used to be funny, but was censored. 

$3000 PAID 
Egg Donors Wanted 

Non-Smoker, Age 18-29 
Reply To: lnfo@eggdonorcenter.com 

Or Call (214) 503-6553 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions are 
published according to space 
availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(713) 348-3967 
(713) 348 5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

I00Z '91 HHHWHAON 'AVCIIH3 3 9 \ f d M 0 V 8 H 3 H S 3 H H 1 3 D I H 3 H X OZ 

mailto:backpage@rice.edu
http://imgoingto.diaryland.com
http://www.leisuretours.com
mailto:backpcige@ricc.edu
mailto:lnfo@eggdonorcenter.com

