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Registrar debuts Web system 
by Meredith Jenkins 

THRESHER ST A H 

When students begin to look 
online for spring semester classes, 
they will also be able to check their 
transcripts and financial aid records 
and keep track of their parking tick-
ets from any on-campus computer. 

The new online registration sys-
tem, which will be available Monday, 
includes each student's entire enroll-
ment record, allowing students con-
tinuous access to their information. 
Preregistration is Nov. 12-16. 

"When we use the term 'registra-
tion,' it is more than registration — it 
is the student's entire enrollment 
record at Rice," Dean for Enrollment 
Administration Barry McFarland said. 
"So you can look at where you stand 
with your bill, you can look at your 
financial aid transcript, you can look at 
grades for previous terms or years, 
and you can look at where you are 
with respect to the university degree." 

Students will still need to print 
out registration forms and have aca-
demic advisers sign them before 
turning them in to the Registrar's 

Office by hand, but several people 
involved in creating the system feel 
the new system will ease the pro-
cess of registration. 

"It's certainly going to speed up 
the processing of these registration 
forms once they come up to the 
Registrar's Office," Registrar Jerry 
Montag said. 

With the new system, the printed-
out schedule will contain a barcode 
which will pull up the student's re-
quested courses when scanned. Un-
der the old system, each course had 

See ONLINE, Page X 

White powder found at Lovett Hall 
by Mark Berenson 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Two piles of suspicious white 
powder were found near the 
Sallyport at Lovett Hall on Wednes-
day afternoon. 

While the University Police De-
partment has responded to several 
reports of suspicious packages in 
the past few weeks, this is the first 
time the Houston Fire Department 
or another outside agency has been 
called in to handle the material. 

A staff member reported a pile of 
white powder outside D>vett Hall at 
about 3 p.m., Lt. Dianna Marshall 
said. 

Officer Gary Spears, who was one 
of the officers to respond, said the 

first pile, located at the southeast 
corner of the Sallyport on the outer 
edge, was about half an inch deep 
and two inches in diameter. 

No one was evacuated from 
Lovett Hall during the police and 
fire department activity. 

Marshall said HFD was called in 
because the powder was not con-
tained in an envelope or other pack-
age, like it had been in the previous 
scares the University Police and Rice 
Emergency Medical Service had 
handled. 

In the weeks since anthrax-
tainted letters were found in Wash-
ington, D.C., New York and Florida, 
there has been much apprehension 
nationwide about finding white pow-
der that looks like anthrax. 

"Other incidents were contained 
in something that we could control, 
such as an envelope or garbage bag," 
Marshall said. "This was loose on 
the ground, and that made the dif-
ference to us, because we didn't 
know how to contain it." 

Spears said while the police were 
on the scene, they located a second 
pile of white powder about the same 
size, located near the southwest cor-
ner of the Sallyport, near Entrance B 
to Lovett Hall. 

Marshall said HFD arrived on 
the scene, and after evaluating the 
situation, they followed their stan-
dard procedure for handling this type 
of problem. 

A firefighter dressed in full bio-
See ANTHRAX, Page 9 
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Fresh-faced to the world 
Wiess College sophomore Amada Armenta paints a Project Pumpkin 
attendee's face at Rice Student Volunteer Program's annual children's 
carnival Saturday in the Will Rice College Quad. 

Cross country wins WAC 
by Dylan Hedrick 

T H K K S H E R S T A F F 

CHRISTINA TRAN/THRESHER 

Opening the door for the Great Pumpkin 
President Malcolm Gillls sings along with Wiess College sophomore Travis Vedder, wearing the pumpkin, 
during Wiess' annual Pumpkin Caroling Tuesday night. During the annual event, Wiessmen walk around 
campus singing pumpkin carols, Christmas carols with words adapted for Halloween. 

The men's cross country team's win 
at the Western Athletic Conference 
Championships last weekend in Hono-
lulu literally came down to the wire. 

An electronic scoring system pro-
vided some drama for the Owls. Each 
runner ran with a band containing a 
microchip either around his ankle or 
attached to his shoe, and the microchip 
was scanned by a detector as the ath-
lete crossed the finish line. 

Officials announcing preliminary 
race results declared that Rice tied for 
second place with Southern Methodist 
University, with the University ofTexas 
at El Paso taking the title. ; 

Officials then realized, however, that 
one Rice runner had not been counted, 
which pushed the Owls into first place. 

"[Sophomore] Tim Oberg and a 
UTEP runner finished in an exact tie, 
and the chip timing system didn't pick 
up Tim's chip," head coach Jon Warren 
said. "Tim said to check the results 
because he thought he had beaten the 
guy. When I did, only five of the six Rice 
runners had been counted." 

After Oberg was included, Rice fin-
ished with 51 points and UTEP totaled 
54. SMU, the pre-race favorite, finished 
third with 66. 

"It was an exciting experience," 
freshman Adam Davis said. "I didn't 
think that we had won at first, but coach 
came running and told us that they 
hadn't counted a runner. We were re-
ally pumped." 

'Hie Owls' second WAC win in three 
years was led by the back-to-back fin-
ishes of freshman Scott Loftin and se-
nior Keith Pierce. Loftin finished the 
eight-kilometer course in fifth place in 
26 minutes and six seconds, while 
Pierce finished sixth 15 seconds later. 
Oberg finished ninth, with junior Tom 
Ring in 14th. Davis was Rice's final 
scoring runner at 17th. 

It was depth that gave Rice the title 
— Davis finished ahead of any other 
team's fifth runner. 

"The guys ran great," Warren said. 
'Tom had never been a scoring runner 
for us until this race. He was second-to-
last place at the one-mile marker by his 
own design, and came up to finish in 
14th. Tim was good from the 

See WAC, Page 15 

Early applications up 12 percent 
by Liora Danan 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Early decision applications to Rice have 
increased by 12 percent compared to this time 
last year. 

As of Tuesday, the Admission Office had 
received 476 early decision applications. At 
this time last year, the office had received 427. 
The total number of early decision applica-
tions last year was 480. 

"I'd expect we will stay about 12 percent 
ahead of last year's number, which would put 
us well over 500 for the first time," Vice Presi-
dent for Enrollment Ann Wright said. 

Early decision applications had to be post-
marked by yesterday, so Wright said she 
expects to receive more applications into 
next week She said there have been mail 
delays, and more applications than usual 

may arrive after Nov. 1. 
Wright said while she has heard of in-

creases in early decision application numbers 
at other selective universities, she thinks Rice 
has experienced a higher boost than many 
other institutions. 

Rice was listed as one of "This Fall's Hot 
Schools" in a Wall Street Journal article assess-
ing the impact of the Sept. 11 attacks on stu-
dents' college choices. The Oct. 5 article as-
serted that both safety and economic concerns 
are affecting where students apply this year. 

The article cited Rice's tuition, which is 
about one-third less than some comparable 
institutions, as attracting an increasing num-
ber of applicants. 

"I think the softening economy always 
makes people more conscious of cost and the 
cost-value factor we have here is extremely 

See APPLICATIONS, Page 9 

INSIDE 

Last chance to drop 
Today at 5 p.m. is the drop deadline for 

all non-first semester students. (First-se-
mester students' drop deadline is the last 
day of classes, Dec. 7.) 

Today is also the last day to designate 
a class pass/fail. Scheduling changes can 
be filed in the Registrar's Office. 

Disco the night away 
Esperanza tickets are now on sale for 

$20 each. The annual fall formal's theme 
this year is "Cosmic Disco," and the 
dance will take place 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. on 
Nov. 10 at the NASA Lyndon B. Johnson 
Space Center. Each college's Rice Pro-
gram Council representative will be sell-
ing tickets at meals. 

A&E Page 10 
Lovett serves up two one-acts 

SPORTS Page 16 
Swimmer Mularz sets record 

Quote of the Week 

"Some people have a very perverted sense of 
humor. That's fine, but they are not going to do 
it at the expense of our community." 
— President Malcolm Gillis. about the white 
powder found outside Lovett Hall. See Story, 
Page 1. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly cloudy, 63-84 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 62-80 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, 57-76 degrees 
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Taking time to 
memorialize 

On Sept. 11,2002, we should ge t out of bed in the morning , head to 
class, talk to f r i ends and study. W e should eat our meals , go to mee t ings 
and interact with p ro fessors . And somet ime dur ing t h e day, we should 
take stock in t h e yea r tha t h a s passed and r e m e m b e r the t ragedy of t h e 
terror is t a t tacks f r o m exact ly one year ago. 

W e should not, a s S tuden t Associat ion Pres iden t s J amie Lisagor and 
Gavin Pa rks a re sugges t ing , cancel c lasses in o rder to devote t h e day 
to reflection and r e m e m b e r a n c e . 

As t h e events of Sept. 11 unfolded, Rice did not dec ide to cancel any 
class days, bu t instead left t h e decision up to individual p rofessors . 
T h o u g h s o m e might criticize this decision, t he re ' s no r ea son to u s e a 
day off in 2002 to m a k e u p for a perceived lack of r e sponse . 

We 'd like to s ee s p e e c h e s and round tab le d i s cus s ions e x a m i n i n g 
w h e r e we a r e a yea r a f t e r t h e a t tacks; we 'd l ike to h e a r t h e op in ions 
of p r o f e s s o r s and pund i t s on w h a t ' s h a p p e n e d s ince. Bu t it 's silly to 
beg in p lanning 10 m o n t h s a h e a d fo r a day w h o s e s h a d e s of m e a n i n g 
and s ignif icance may c h a n g e h u n d r e d s of t imes over t h e n e x t few 
m o n t h s . 

And since w h e n do s t uden t s need a day off f rom c lasses in o rde r to 
properly memorialize? T h o s e who are in teres ted in d i scuss ions and 
seminars and prayer services will find the t ime to a t tend, c l a s ses or no 
classes, and cancel ing t h e m for everyone is not the answer . Universi-
t ies should b e a place w h e r e the exchange of ideas is prized above all 
else, and w h e r e be t te r to sustain discuss ions of w h e r e we are than in 
our c lasses with our peers . 

Get out the vote... 
Remember when, as a h igh schooler , MTV told you to rock t h e vote? 

Well now Malcolm Gillis is telling you to do the s a m e thing. 
At Gillis' reques t , Rice is mount ing a "get out the vote" campaign for 

Tuesday ' s local elections. S tudents and o ther m e m b e r s of t h e Rice 
communi ty can vote in the Student Center f rom 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Hopefully this get out the vote campaign will succeed in br ing ing 
s tudents to the polls — if not, Rice may face losing its s ta tus as a polling 
place. A low turnout could have s tudents go ing off c ampus to vote next 
year, and that would not bode well for s tudent involvement in the 
communi ty . 

But why else should supposedly apathetic Rice s tudents vote in this 
election? Jus t take a look at the co lumns in this week ' s opinion section. 
T h e r e are a variety of i s sues and posit ions on the ballot, including 19 
Texas consti tutional a m e n d m e n t s ; eight bond proposit ions; mayor, 
city council and school board positions; and proposed c h a n g e s to the 
Hous ton ' s char ter . Even if you don't consider yourself a Houstonian, 
you will live h e r e for four years dur ing your Rice career , and dur ing that 
t ime these i s sues have a direct affect on you. 

So if you want the bes t city possible, vote in Tuesday ' s election. 

... and vote again. 
Homecoming elections are usually r e m e m b e r e d solely for the 

wacky options p resen ted for Homecoming King and Queen, but this 
year there are two o ther i ssues of note on the ballot. 

Tn this year ' s elections, runn ing f rom noon today th rough noon 
Wednesday , s tudents can vote on a c h a n g e to the Student Association 
Constitution and on a resolut ion u rg ing Congress to a m e n d the Higher 
Education Act of 1998 (See Story, Page 6). 

The proposed change to the SA Constitution would limit the offices 
of internal vice pres ident , external vice president , t r easu re r and secre-
tary to one person and limit the office of pres ident to no m o r e than two 
people. 

Ideally, all of the offices would be held by one person per position, 
but the proposed a m e n d m e n t falls short of this by allowing two people 
to s imultaneously hold the position of SA pres ident . Despi te this 
shor tcoming, the s tuden t body should still pass the a m e n d m e n t . 

If the a m e n d m e n t d o e s not pass , the SA Senate will have to draf t a 
new version of the a m e n d m e n t to put on the spr ing elect ions ballot. 
Without the proposed l imitations in effect be fore the spr ing elect ions, 
g r o u p s of two, t h ree or even 10 s tuden t s could potentially run for offices 
in the spring. 

T h i s p roposed c h a n g e will limit the n u m b e r of people who can 
jointly hold offices; once t h e r e ' s a limit in place, the SA Senate can c o m e 
back later and r eexamine the issue of whe the r or not the s tuden t body 
wants to allow an SA co-presidency. 

For the a m e n d m e n t and the HEA reform resolut ion to pass , 20 
percent of the s tudent body mus t vote in the election and they m u s t ge t 
two-thirds of the vote. So take five minu tes to visit http://sa. rice, edu and 
cast your ballot. 
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Screaming from a soapbox 

America's place on the planet not primary 
W h e n t h e y first appeared, I was 
comforted. I had been shaken and 
saddened by synchronized attacks 
on three symbols of my America; 
f l ags s p r o u t i n g f r o m 
houses and cars indicated 
we would move on, stron-
ger than we were before. 

My fellow Americans, 
however, did not realize 
when a critical mass of 
pa t r io t i sm had b e e n 
reached. Superfluous slo-
gans, excessive national-
istic banners, and stars 
and stripes now plaster 
every house, McDonald's, 
and ( r u m o r h a s it) a 
couple of strip clubs. 

Some of my friends call it cultish; 
others, a blind acceptance of our 
"new war." Those with large vo-
cabularies prefer the adjective "jin-
goistic." 

None of these condemnations 
ring true to me. I've never had a 
problem with nationalism. I'm proud 
to be an American. I wouldn't have it 
any other way. 

Not too long ago, another col-
lege student (with an American flag 
bumper sticker on his Honda) con-
fessed to me his belief in American 
supremacy. I give that to him; after 
all, we are the preeminent power in 
the world. We agreed that our cur-
rent military efforts in Afghanistan 
were warranted and necessary. I di-
verged from his opinions when he 
listed the positive impacts of the 
war. 

"Of course eveiybody is support-
ing us — they're too scared of us to 
say anything different. Besides, the 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 

Criticism of review 
offensive, impolite 
To the editor: 

I have read (and published) a lot 
of stupid stuff in the Thresher over 
the past three years, but I have never 
seen a piece as offensively impolite 
as Steven Wellner's critique of Jan 
Kimmel's Judas Priest review. 

Perhaps Wellner ought to remind 
himself that there are such things as 
"differences of opinion" and "mat-
ters of taste," regarding which it is 
"uncalled for to insult people and 
generally act like a fucking jerk." 
Mr. Wellner, didn't your mother 
teach you any manners? And by the 
way, I don't think Judas Priest has 
sold one-twentieth as many records 
as Nirvana, and I can't remember 
the last time I heard one of their 
songs on a corporate radio station, 
so maybe you want to reexamine 
your position on artistic integrity. 

Daniel Mee 
Baker senior 

Catherine 
Adcock 

Afghans are all supporting the ter-
rible Taliban and terrorists." He also 
talked a lot about how "they just 
aren't smart enough to make money 

and be as powerful as us. 
So we should be able to 
do what we want." 

I'm sure a lot of you 
take beef with his com-
ments. Not only are they 
flatly untrue, they are of-
fensively arrogant. The 
larger problem is that he 
generalized and homog-
enized a multifaceted situ-
ation. Afghanistan's politi-
cal scene is comprised of 
different groups, many of 
which do not support reli-

gious extremism or the Taliban. 
Nearly everything I was taught 

growing up goes against this intri-
cate reality. Our particular type of 
nationalism, the popular mythology 
surrounding our founding fathers, 
and the way Americans were repre-
sented to me painted a picture of an 
America that was qualitatively bet-
ter than the other 96 percent of our 
world's population. 

ft took me a long time to appreci-
ate the intricacy and density of our 
world and , m o r e impor tan t ly , 
America's minor station within it. 1 
expect the same is true for my friend. 

The unsett l ing experience of 
Sept. 11 has forced America to reex-
amine itself. We've redefined our 
complex identity to include more of 
America 's distinctive population 
than ever before. The warm embrace 
into which many Muslim and Arab 
Americans were received after Sept. 
11 attests to this. 

At the same time, we've missed 
an opportunity to retool our sense of 
place in the world. When I pass doz-
ens of American flags lining the street, 
I'm afraid they're there to represent 
less a national solidarity than a tacit 
American ignorance and supremacy, 
a belief that America will overcome 
the challenges of foreign nations be-
cause she is better than others. 

Few of us may ever understand 
the lengths to which this belief 
hides implicitly in our beliefs and 
assumptions about the world. Yet 
it's still there in the mythology 
taught in third grade history classes 
and in the honest truth put forth by 
our economic and military primacy. 

Until two months ago, a lot of 
Americans probably thought Af-
ghanistan was a company that made 
Afghan blankets. When people tell 
me that our ignorance is a confirma-
tion of our arrogance, I fumble t ty-
ing to counter it. After all, it took me 
nearly 20 years to realize the depths 
of my indoctrination. 

There are six billion people in 
the world — it might do us some 
good to remember America is just a 
fraction of that, and that each and 
every nation, social group and indi-
vidual isas sophisticated, diverse and 
worthy of respect as our nation is. 

Take some time out and pick up 
a newspaper. Even better, take a 
history or political science class. 
Learn another language or study 
abroad. And think twice about your 
motivations before you hang Old 
Glory out your car window. 

Catherine Adcock is opinion editor 
and a Martel College junior. 

CONTACTING THE THRESHER 
Letters 

• Hie Thresher welcomes feedback from the Rice community. 
Letters to the editor should be sent to the Thresher by mail, faxed to 
(713)348-5238, sent via e-mail to thresheriijricc.cdu or be delivered in 
person. Letters can be delivered to the Thresher office, which is 
located on the second floor of the Ley Student Center. We prefer that 
letters be submitted by e-mail. Letters must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday publication date. 

• All letters must be signed and include a phone number. Rice 
students and alumni must include their residential college and year. 

• Letters to the editor should be no longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves the right to edit letters for both content 
and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news stories should be phoned in to the Thresher 
at (713) 348-4801 or sent via e-mail to thresher-news@rice.edu. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are available via first class mail for $50 
domestically and $105 internationally. Please send payment via 
check or credit card to The Rice Thresher . 6100 Main St., MS-524, 
Houston, TX 77005. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display and classified advertisements. Contact 
our advertising manager at thresher-ads@rice.edu or (713)348-3967 
for more information. 

http://sa
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mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Students must work to change HEA policy 
F o r t h e past three years, there has 
been a ban on federal financial aid 
for some students. Higher educa-
tion is an impossible goal for those 
unable to afford it, and 
o u r g o v e r n m e n t h a s 
made it even harder for 
some students. 

In 1998, an addendum 
was passed to the Higher 
Education Act (HEA) de-
nying federal financial aid 
to all s tudents convicted 
of a drug-related offense. 
This year alone 34,(XX) stu-
dents were denied aid be-
cause of this, and likely 
found college to be just 
out of reach. 

You can vote to change this in the 
SA Homecoming Elections today 
through Wednesday by supporting 
the HEA reform referendum. 

Reform for the HEA addendum 
is the right way to vote for many 
reasons. This addendum dispropor-
tionately ailects minority students. 
Sadly, our nation's drug laws are 
enforced in a racially discriminatory 
manner . About 13 percent of the 
black population uses illicit drugs, 
but blacks comprise 55 percent of 
those convicted for drug-related of-
fenses. 

Lindsey 
Trott 

Additionally, people of low to 
moderate economic means who de-
pend on federal financial aid for 
higher education bear the primary 

impact of the addendum. 
It also t akes money 

away from higher educa-
tion without redistribut-
ing it to treatment for drug 
abuse and addiction, and 
does nothing to combat 
the social ills perpetuated 
by drug abuse. 

Hypocr i t ical ly , only 
drug offenders are denied 
federal financial aid, not 
murderers , pedophiles or 
even rapists. The truth is, 
we've taken away the re-

sponsibility of denying federal finan-
cial aid eligibility in the case of d rug 
offenses from more involved judges 
who formerly had the discretion to 
do so as each situation demanded. 
Instead, under this provision every-
one convicted of a drug-related of-
fense is unilaterally affected despite 
possible extenuating circumstances. 

Drugs are a sad reality of our 
present world. There is a supply, 
there is a demand, and our nation's 
drug policies, such as this adden-
dum, are doing nothing to decrease 
this. Instead, they are just perpetu-

ating a cycle of poverty and drug 
abuse by denying many an opportu-
nity for higher education. You can 
get more information at the Rice 
Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
Web s i teaiht tp: / /www.ruf . r ice .edu/ 
~ricessdp. 

If our collective undergraduate 
student body votes in the SA Home-
coming Elections to pass a univer-
sity-wide statement advocating HEA 
reform, we can add our university's 
support to the long list of other col-
leges and universities nationwide 
that have already passed similar 
statements, including Yale Univer-
sity and Columbia College. 

Our support will add momentum 
to the HEAreform movement, which 
includes the HEA Reform Coalition, 
a comprehensive group of social ser-
vice organizat ions including the 
ACLU and NAACP. 

Please support HEA reform by 
voting yes to the resolution in the 
online Homecoming Elections. Your 
vote counts. Educate your fr iends 
about this issue and tell them to vote 
accordingly. Vote for education, not 
incarceration. 

Lindsey Trott is a Will Rice senior 
and president of Rice Students for 
Sensible Drug Policy. 

Support the dominant paradigm 

Sanchez holds key to Houston's future 
O n N o v . 6, Houston voters will go 
to the polls and pledge their support 
for one of the three main candidates 
in the mayoral race: i ncumben t 
Mayor Lee Brown. Coun-
cil member Chris Bell or 
Council member Orlando 
Sanchez. 

Yet for those who de-
sire improved public ser-
vices, lower taxes and a 
leader who can promote 
and defend the city of 
Houston worldwide, there 
will be but one rational 
choice—Orlando Sanchez. 

Sanchez's story is one 
of perseverance and an un-
yielding de termina t ion . 
After emigrating from Cuba follow-
ing Castro's revolution, Sanchez ar-
rived in Houston in 1962. He later 
served in the U.S. Air Force and 
graduated cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Houston with a degree in 
political science. Moreover, he lias 
served as president of the Westwood 
Civic Association and as managing 
director of the Hispanic market ing 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s c o m p a n y Nexo 
Latino. 

Owen 
Courreges 

Orlando Sanchez would 

not... empty the city's 

coffers with 

unnecessary projects. 

As an at-large city councilman, 
Sanchez has built an impressive 
record. He has been a leading force 
for lower taxes, having voted for a 
rollback in property taxes following 
the release of record revenue pre-
dictions. Additionally, unlike Lee 
Brown and Chris Bell, Sanchez has 
signed a pledge from Taxpayers for 
Accountability promising not to raise 
municipal taxes during the next two 
years. He has embraced the issue of 
property tax rates in earnest , and he 
has taken his opponents to task over 
their s tunning refusal to take con-
crete s tances on tax relief. 

"Lee Brown and Chris Bell both 
know that property values are going 
up," Sanchez remarked. "We must 
lower tax rates to make up for it, or 
the city reaps a windfall at the ex-
pense of already hard-pressed Hous-
ton taxpayers. When we rolled back 

property taxes last year, higher prop-
erty values gave the city a windfall of 
$20 million, even after the rollback. 
Why won't Chris Bell and Lee Brown 

return the city's windfall 
to the people who paid 
it?" 

N evertheless, Sanchez's 
campaign encompasses 
far broader themes. The 
centerpiece of his mayoral 
platform involves funding 
for the Houston Fire De-
partment, which in past 
years has suffered the will-
fid neglect of Brown and a 
general indifference from 
Bell. Sanchez alone pos-
sesses a firm record of 

lighting for four firefighters to a truck, 
an amount in accordance with both 
state and national standards. 

The tragic result of Brown's inac-
tion on staffing issues was the death 
of Captain Jay Jahnke in a six-alarm 
blaze in the Galleria area, and yet 
the mayor still has yet to propose a 
plan that provides adequate funding 
for the fire department. Remaining 
defiant. Brown has consistently ig-
nored the fire depar tment ' s needs 
and even thwarted a benign effort 
by state legislators to compel Hous-
ton to provide sufficient staffing on 
all fire trucks. 

As mayor , O r l a n d o S a n c h e z 
would not permit this kind of abuse 
of city workers to continue, nor 
would he continue to empty the city's 
coffers with unnecessary projects 
as our essential city infrastructure 
gradually deteriorates. As a conse-
quence, Sanchez opposed the cre-
ation of the Harris County-Houston 
Sports Authority, citing more press-
ing concerns that require a larger 
share of the city's budget. With our 
fire department understaffed, city 
s t r e e t s p a c k e d wi th p o t h o l e s , 
crowded freeways and a completely 
i n a d e q u a t e d r a i n a g e s y s t e m , 
Sanchez has rightly argued that luxu-
ries like sports s tadiums are best 
placed on the backburner . 

Therefore, Sanchez is best suited 
to revamp our city's priorities via the 
municipal budget. With lean eco-
nomic t imes ahead, Houston re-
quires a mayor with the will and 
foresight to put tax dollars where 
they are most needed and cu rb 
wasteful spending. 

Sanchez has a s t rong record in 
such matters, having saved money 
by successfully pushing for a cost-
cutting cellular-phone contract for 
the city, and by advocating savings 

through the use of temporary per-
sonnel for the delivery of certain 
city services. 

Additionally, as one of Houston's 
biggest p r o m o t e r s Sanchez h a s 
strived to improve Houston's stand-
ing throughout the world. During his 
tenure as city councilman, Sanchez 
has upheld the reputation of Hous-
ton internationally, drawing four new 
consulates to Houston and coordi-
nating the return of the Australian 
consulate after its departure in 1997. 

By Sanchez's reckoning, what 
Houston truly needs is "a mayor 
that we can be proud of, but more 
importantly, a mayor that's proud of 
Houston." Alas, it is not what we 
should expect from the self-serving 
campaigns of Lee Brown and Chris 
Bell. From them we can only expect 
the same deficient public services 
coupled with the same tired excuses 
repeated ad nauseam. In the t imes 
ahead, Bell and Brown are mistakes 
Houston can ill afford to make. 

Down their path lies the past. 
With ()rlando Sanchez, Houston has 
a future. 

Owen Courreges is a Will Rice Col-
lege junior. 

Guest column 

Local politics more than a 
bonanza of entertainment 

Megan 
Kemp 

A s I sat in my precinct judge 
training session at 9 a.m. the 
morning after Night of Decadence 
— pause now to admire my civic 
d e d i c a t i o n — I 
couldn't help but swell 
with pride at the hun-
dred or so people in 
the room, so commit-
ted to running our elec-
tions and ensuring our 
right to vote. And I 
couldn't help but be 
grateful that I lived in 
a country where every 
N o v e m b e r t h r o u g h 
the punch of a ballot, 
g o v e r n m e n t s t u r n 
over peacefully with 
out tanks in the streets or riots at 
the polls. 

And then I thought to myself, 
why is it that s tudents at Rice 
don't avail themselves of this op-
portunity? Have we taken too 
many statistics classes that tell us 
one vote won't alter the outcome 
of an election? Do we dread the 
l i ne s at t h e polls? Do o u r 
Playsations call louder than the 
cry of civic obligation? At the end 
of the day, we're lucky enough to 
attend a good university, live in 
relative comfort and possess a 
level of intelligence that undoubt-
edly allows us to make reason-
able electoral decisions. Yet Rice's 
precinct has one of the most low-
es t vo te r t u r n o u t s in H a r r i s 
County. Word about town is that 
we're in danger of losing our pre-
cinct status. If we're combined 
with a surrounding precinct, you'll 
have to drive somewhere off-cam-
pus instead of walking a quar ter 
mile to the Grand Hall to vote. 

The Nov. 6 election concerns a 
broad range of local and state is-
sues. Voters will determine the 
fate of 19 Texas constitutional 
amendments; two Harris County 
bond propositions; mayor, city 
council and school board positions; 
six Houston bond propositions; 
and three very important proposed 
changes to the city's charter. 

Whi le t h e s e i s s u e s a ren ' t 
nearly as sexy as voting for presi-
dent, governor, senator or con-
gressman. these issues will affect 
your life much more than those 
national and statewide races ever 
will. In the four years we spend at 
Rice University, we are — like it 
or not — res iden t s of Harr is 
County and of Houston, Texas. 
We drive on the roads, drink the 
water, breathe the air and pay the 
taxes. 

Besides, local politics are more 
fun — for proof, tune into the 
mayoral and council races. The 
t h r e e c a n d i d a t e s r u n n i n g for 

m a y o r . M a y o r Lee 
Brown and Counci l 
Member s Chris Bell 
and Orlando Sanchez, 
provide daily enter-
tainment to the watch-
ful political eye. Just a 
few weeks ago, the 
S a n c h e z c a m p a i g n 
was accused of ripping 
up Bell's yard signs — 
campaign vo lun tee r 
maturity at its finest. 
And Mayor Brown can 
hardly last a day with-

out trying to smudge the other 
two's financial histories or remind 
the voters that he single-handedly 
saved the city from Tropical Storm 
.Allison. 

In our very own council dis-
trict. the incumbent 's ex-wife is 
running against him. Jeri Lara 
Kuhleman has made a campaign 
out of blasting Council Member 
Mark Goldberg, who she divorced 
in 1998. She tells stories of his 
failure as a husband and extends 
these metaphors to his perfor-
mance as a council member . Ev-
eryone knows a bad spouse makes 
a bad public official — just ask 
Kenneth Starr what he th inks of 
Bill Clinton. 

So, don't knock local politics 
until you get into them. Despite 
the entertaining quality of vari-
ous campaigns this fall, t hese 
people will make decisions that 
affect your life in Houston in a big 
way. Turnout in local elections is 
substantially less than in federal 
and statewide elections. So tech-
nically, odds are better that your 
vote will matter in the end. If our 
last presidential election taught 
us anything, it's that we should 
stop using inefficaciousness as 
an excuse for not voting. 

The League of Women Voters 
distributes a very detailed guide 
to all the elections and proposi-
tions on this ballot, so ignorance is 
no excuse. Grab a guide and get to 
the polls Nov. 6. And if you haven't 
registered here, do it. Whatever 
your feelings about being a t e m p o 
rarv resident of Houston, the fact 
remains that temporary status will 
last at least four years. A lot can 
happen in four years. Don't you 
want a say in it? 

Megan Kemp is a Wiess College 
senior and Precinct 361 judge. 
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Whafs wrong with this picture? 

National security creates Big Brother 
After the American news networks 
broadcast a message from Osama 
bin Laden Oct. 7, the day we began 
air strikes against Afghanistan, the 
White House requested 
that any future communi-
cations by bin Laden be 
screened and edited be-
fore they're aired. The net-
works acquiesced without 
the slightest protestation, 
accepting the rationale 
that bin Laden might use 
such messages to commu-
nicate covert information 
to his associates. 

But both the govern-
ment and the networks 
admitted the national se-
curity issue was a secondary con-
cern. Hie primary reason for censor-
ing bin Laden was to truncate anti-
American sentiment that might re-
sult from his propagandist^ fanati-
cism. 

This is certainly not the first time 
the mainstream media has played lap 
dog to the government. Corporate 
media has long been dangerously 
biased in its representation of con-
flicts where U.S. interests are at stake. 
Its submission to the government's 
request is a telltale sign of a danger-
ously subtle campaign of half-truths 
and misdirection. 

It seems to me the suppression of 
bin Laden's statements is likely to do 
a lot more to facilitate his cause than 
his own words ever could. For one 
thing, it suggests that the White 
House is afraid bin Laden might have 
a point. Shouldn't we be suspicious 
that the possibility of our sympathiz-
ing with the inequitable treatment of 
the Middle Eastern people actually 
scares our government? 

Of course, such a suggestion is 
often seen as anti-American, unpatri-
otic and permissive towards terror-
ism. The notion that bin Laden might 

Garret 
Merriam 

have some worthwhile ideas is taken 
as absurd; the man is a fanatic, a 
zealot, so fixated on his monomania-
cal goals that he has abandoned all 

reason and purposive dis-
course. His sentiments 
only serve to stir up bias 
and prejudice, to inflame 
unreasoned animosity and 
enmity. Therefore we 
should not subject our-
selves to his pusillanimous 
orations. 

Perhaps. I certainly 
agree that every time I 
hear bin Laden or his rep-
resentatives speak, I don't 
hear argument or persua-
sion. I hear spurious and 

oblique thoughts with about as much 
cognitive import as Ayn Rand lectur-
ing on the virtues of Amway. Bin 
Laden's words are so full of empty 
rhetoric and cant that he could get a 
great job in advertising at Philip-
Morris. His attempts to Justify a vio-
lent campaign consisting of the mur-
der of innocent people are transpar-
ent and pathetic. He's a lot like our 
president in that respect. 

But even if bin Laden's messages 
are nothing more than discordant 
bile, does that justify excluding his 
side of the story? I'm not saying he 
has a right to be heard, but rather 
that we have a pronounced interest 
in hearing him. If he is indeed re-
sponsible for the Sept. 11 attacks, it 
should naturally be our concern to 
hear him explain his actions. Maybe 
his statements won't elucidate his 
motivations much, but they can't pos-
sibly be more obfuscating than Bush's 
sophistical, vacuous account that "he 
hates our freedom." 

Moreover, since when has cen-
sorship ever been an effective way of 
controlling volatile sentiments? Dur-
ing World War II, any American could 
turn on the radio and hear Hitler 

spewing Nazi propaganda all over 
the airwaves. The reaction of the 
American people was an even deeper 
understanding of how implacable and 
dangerous Hitler was. We realized 
the truth of Eric Hoffer's statement 
that propaganda doesn't deceive 
people, it merely helps people de-
ceive themselves. 

Doesn't a similar strategy make 
sense here? If the American govern-
ment is genuinely convinced bin 
Laden is a madman whose own words 
portray him as such, then why not 
emphasize that fact rather than di-
minish it? The most likely response 
to hearing bin Laden speak is an even 
firmer ensconcing of the belief that 
he must be eliminated. 

Either Osama bin Laden is an 
extremist whose agenda deserves our 
rational consideration as we attempt 
to deal with him, or he is a dema-
gogue whose words speak only to 
the latent bigotry of a few sympathiz-
ers. But either way, the marketplace 
of ideas can't shut down just because 
we are at war. Free and open access 
to all sides of the issue, even if some 
sides are odious and bellicose, is the 
only way to allow for rational and 
informed decisions to be made. 

I encourage everyone not to rely 
solely on mainstream media sources 
for information about this war. Alter-
native media from all ends of the 
political spectrum are easily acces-
sible through the Internet. No single 
set of sources should be taken as an 
absolute authority. Avail yourselves 
of every side of the issue, even those 
that have been presented as anti-
American. It's the only way to cut 
through the hegemonic miasma of a 
corporate media teetering danger-
ously close to being under govern-
ment control. 

Garret Merriam Is a graduate student 
in philosophy. 
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DOMINIQUE OE MENIL LECTURE 

"Music in the 21st Century: A Composer Looks 

Ahead in the Rearview Mirror" 

As one of the most important and 
celebrated composers working 
today, Libby Larsen has created 
an immense catalog of works that 
spans nearly every genre and has 
established a permanent place in 
concert repertory. Her music and 

ideas have refreshed the concert music tradition and the 
composer's role in it. 

Larsen's awards and accolades are numerous, includ-
ing a 1994 Grammy for her recording of The Art of Aiken 
Auger, featuring her Sonnets from the Portuguese. Called "a 
mistress of orchestration" by the Times Union, Larsen is 
a prolific composer who is actively sought out by great 
artists of international fame. Her discography of more 
than 48 works is a testament to her many friendships 
and collaborations with world-renowned artists. 

Larsen s compositions can be heard on several re-
cording labels, including Koch International, Nonesuch. 
EMI, and Decc.a. Two of Larsen's newly released works 
on Koch International are Love After 1950, sung by mezzo-
soprano Susanne Ment/er with Craig Retunberg on pi-
ano. and a new r ec ording with the Colorado Symphony, 
performing the world premiere of Larsen's fifth sym-
p h o n y , Solo Symphony. 
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The Rice Naturalist 

Environmental costs of 
Proposition 19 immeasurable 
If w e approve State Proposition 
19 during the Nov. 6 election, 
Texas may issue $2.68 billion in 
bonds for water projects. While 
mostly well-intentioned, 
Prop. 19 also encour-
ages liberal funding of 
new reservoirs and ca-
nals built according to a 
recently developed 
state water supply plan. 
This plan will have sig-
nificant negative envi-
ronmental effects on 
our part of Texas. 

Forty-three percent 
of proposed new water 
sources originate in sur-
face water, like rivers 
and reservoirs. 

Three new reservoirs have 
been suggested for the Brazos and 
Trinity Rivers. Much of the water 
from these reservoirs will be used 
to supply the Houston area. 

Draining rivers and building 
reservoirs in this part of Texas 
alters the natural freshwater flow 
into the bays along the Gulf. This 
will cause estuarine areas, where 
the river currents meet the tides, 
to become too salty. This will ren-
der large tracts of coastal land 
inhospitable to the plants and 
creatures currently living there. 
On the other hand, suddenly in-
creasing the freshwater influx by 
unseasonably opening reservoir 
dams can quickly decrease the 
salinity in estuarine areas and 
again burden the ecosystem. 
Changes in these estuarine envi-
ronments will also affect the gulf 
coast fishing industry, since fish 
populations feed upon many of 

Joyce Lynn 
Almaguer-
Reisdorf 

the creatures that live and breed 
in estuarine environments. 

We also must remember that 
the rivers themselves, and the 

communities around 
them, are worthy of pro-
tection. The land lying 
lowest along a river is 
what will flood when a 
dam is built and a res-
ervoir forms. Yet this is 
often the darkest, old-
est and wildest commu-
nity along a river, 
where carnivorous 
plants quietly wait for 
unsuspecting insects, 
wildflowers bloom and 
birds sing in the trees. 

Those forests down-
stream of reservoirs or freshwa-
ter collection points also suffer. 
As the river level drops according 
to demand and natural flooding 
patterns cease, these areas be-
come unnaturally dry. Ribbons of 
sand may be all that remains in 
some areas. Trees along the river 
can die under the stress. 

You should, of course, vote 
against Prop. 19. However, Prop. 
19 will likely pass. If this happens 
bond money will be required, and 
these plans outlined in the propo-
sition will likely come to a local 
vote. When it is time to vote, we 
will have to think of our rivers, 
and vote knowing there are more 
costs to building a reservoir than 
the price of a dam. 

Joyce Lynn Almaguer-Reisdorf 
(Hanszen '99) is a graduate stu-
dent in ecology and evolutionary 
biology. 
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Honor Council revises 
penalty structure 

T h e Honor Council voted to 
change its penalty structure to a two-
tiered system, which would allow it 
more flexibility in assessing punish-
ments, at the group's meeting Oct. 6. 

T h e Honor Council 's penalty 
structure is based on the proportion 
of the course grade involved in the 
violation. Under the new system, 0 
to 9 percent of the course grade 
results in an F in the course, and an 
assignment counting for 10 percent 
or more of a student 's grade leads to 
an F in the course and a two-semes-
ter suspension. Last year there was 
also a 10-to-19 percent range that 
resulted in an F in the course and a 
one-semester suspension. 

These penalties are the consen-
sus penalties, which are typically 
the maximum penalties the Honor 
Council can assign. With mitigating 
circumstances, such as cooperating 
with the Honor Council, the penalty 
may be less. 

The Honor Council also defined 
what a "heinous violation" is. A hei-
nous violation is one which causes 
considerable damage to the aca-
demic atmosphere of Rice Univer-
sity or directly harms an individual. 
Examples include covering up a vio-
lation or a large-scale conspiracy. 

Should a violation be considered 
heinous, the penalty given may be 
greater than the consensus penalty. 

Honor Council Chair Aaron Martz 
said he thinks the new system makes 
the Honor Council more effective. 

"I don't think it will result in larger 
penalties across the board, but I do 
think it will cause the council to 
consider a greater variety of penal-
ties when violations take place," 
Martz, a Brown College senior, said. 

Under the three-tiered system, a 
student who violated the honor code 
onan assignment worth 15percentof 
his grade coiild only receive up fo ft* 

one-semester suspension. A student 
violating the honor code on an as-
signment worth 20 percent could be 
suspended for up to two semesters. 

In ternal Vice Chai r Candice 
Hance said this system was unfair 
because assignments worth 15 per-
cent of a grade are often similar to 
those worth 20 percent. 

Hance, a Baker College junior, 
said she felt a two-tiered system bet-
ter reflects students' expectations of 
the honor system. 

— Anshu Duggal 

Liberal arts internship 
fair canceled Monday 

The Liberal Arts Joint Venture 
Internship Fair was canceled Mon-
day, the day before the fair was 
scheduled to occur. 

Assistant Director for Employer 
Relations Heidi Glantzberg said the 
fair was canceled due to lack of em-
ployer demand. 

"We only had eight employers 
who had registered, and we didn't 
think it would be worth it for the 
s t u d e n t s or t h e e m p l o y e r s , " 
Glantzberg said. 

The Career Services Web site de-
scribed the fair as an opportunity for 
companies to meet students, develop 
a pool from which to select interns 
and market themselves and their in-
ternship opportunities to students. 

This would have been Rice's first 
time to hold a Liberal Arts Joint Ven-
ture Internship Fair. 

Glantzberg said the weakened 
economy contributed to the low num-
bers of companies that signed up. 

Career adviser Julie Schlembach 
said no one asked her about the 
Liberal Arts Joint Venture Intern-
ship Fair being canceled. 

"No one has talked to me about it 
being canceled, but they have [come 
to me] about there not being many 
liberal arts ^opportunities for this 

'<summer- ," ' 'Scfr lembachv- 'a" Sid 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
Richardson College senior, said. 

Schlembach said part of the rea-
son for the problem is that compa-
nies that hire liberal arts majors do 
not have human resources depart-
ments large enough to send recruit-
ers to campus. She said job seekers 
must be more proactive. 

Glantzberg added that students 
would still have an opportunity to 
interact with these companies, as all 
have been invited to, and are likely 
to attend, the Summer Opportuni-
ties Fair scheduled for Jan. 24. 

— Mark Berenson 

Associate professor's 
book wins award 

Sociology Associate Professor 
Michael Emerson's book Divided by 
Faith was awarded the Society for 
the Scientific Study of Religion's dis-
tinguished book award. 

The SSSR selected Emerson 's 
book from 26 nominated books. 

The SSSR is a 52-year-old inter-
national organization whose mem-
bers include sociologists, political 
scientists, psychologists and histo-
rians. It gives awards for research 
papers, student papers and distin-
guished articles in addition to books. 

Emerson began teaching at Rice 
in 1999. His research includes top-
ics on race and ethnic relations, reli-
gion, statistics and urban sociology. 

Emerson and co-author Christian 
Smith, a sociology professor at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, spent two years research-
ing and one year writing Divided by 
Faith, which analyzes the relation-
ship between conservative Christian-
ity and race relations, Emerson said. 

"There has been this explosion of 
activity among conservative Chris-
tians, and race relations in this coun-
try are [still] an issue," Emerson said. 
"So I'm trying to analyze, is this help-
ing race relations, or hindering it?" 

The bookrimblished in June2000 v 

_ — 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Sociology Associate Professor Michael Emerson's book Divided by Faith won 
an award from the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. 

traces the history of the evangelical 
movement from the time the United 
States declared independence to the 
present. 

'The basic argument is that be-
cause of the specific theology that 
they work from, which individual-
izes everything, all problems are 
seen as a problem between you and 
me," Emerson said. "There's noth-
ing structural — there 's not a prob-
lem with residential patterns or how 
discrimination occurs in jobs. So you 
have a certain theology. That leads 
to certain solutions, which I argue 
actually hinders race relations." 

Emerson said he was surprised 
and pleased when he heard he had 
won the award. 

"Just out of the blue I got an e-mail 
saying I won this award," he said. "I 
think it's quite an honor — it's an 
important organization—and they're 
saying there's something of value 
here in terms of what we've learned 
about religion in the U.S." 

Emerson said he was amazed at 
the reaction to his book by Christian 
organizations around the United 
States. 

"I just keep hearing about people 

having studies on the book—chang-
ing the practices that they're doing, 
re thinking the solutions they've 
come up with because they've read 
the book," he said. "A lot of times 
they'll say, 'Wow, you're right. ... 
We need to broaden our way of un-
derstanding.'It 's very encouraging." 

Baker College junior Anitha 
Mathew, who is in Emerson's Soci-
ology of Religion class, said she en-
joys Emerson's teaching style. 

"He's willing to step out on the 
line and do crazy stuff for the class, 
like make up a sonnet or dress up in 
a stupid costume," Mathew said. 

Wiess College senior Christine 
Huang, who is taking her third class 
with Emerson this semester , said 
Emerson's book influenced her ideas 
about her religion. 

"The book was very eye-opening 
about what we as Christians should 
be doing to solve the race issue," she 
said. "I didn't recognize and didn't 
see before that [the race issue] was 
propagated by our faith in a way. It 
causes us to look at the world differ-
ently and look at those kinds of prob-
lems differently." 

— Anthony Nguyen 
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Elections begin today 
by Lindsey Gilbert 

THRESHliK STAFF 

In addition to the 2001 home-
coming court nominees, this year's 
Homecoming Election ballot in-
cludes a change to the Student Asso-
ciation Constitution and a referen-
dum for a resolution urging Con-
gress to amend the Higher Educa-
tion Act of 1998. 

Beginning today at noon, stu-
dents can cast their ballots at the 
SAWeb site, http://sa. rice. edu. Vot-
ing continues until noon Wednes-
day. 

The proposed change to the SA 
constitution limits the number of SA 
Executive Council members. 

"Basically, the change that stu-
dents will be voting on is limiting the 
offices of internal vice president, ex-
ternal vice president, treasurer and 
secretary to one position and limit-
ing the office of president to no more 
than two people," SA President Gavin 
Parks said. 

Parks, a Martel College senior, 
said individuals sharing the posi-
tion of president would act as one 
officer. 

The second item up for consid-
eration is a referendum for a reso-
lution reacting to a provision of the 
Higher Education Act of 1998, 
which denies federal financial aid 
to students convicted of drug of-
fenses. 

The resolution cites several fac-
tors, including racial and socioeco-
nomic discrimination, as reasons to 
overturn the provision. Will Rice Col-
lege senior Lindsey Trott, the co-
founder and president of Rice Stu-
dents for Sensible Drug Policy, said 
this resolution is similar to state-
ments issued by at least 70 other 
universities nationwide. 

Several campus groups have 
lrged students to vote in favor of the 
tatement, including RSSDP, Rice 
students for Global Justice and the 
'ice chapter of Amnesty Interna-
onal. 

More information about the ref-
erendum is available at the RSSDP 

COURT NOMINEES 
Homecoming King Nominees 
The First Seven Rows of 

S tad ium Seat ing 

The Warpig 

Windows XP 

Rice Football T e a m 

Spontaneous Combust ion 

This Picture of Gillis (below) 

Homecoming Queen Nominees 
Erik Vander l ip 's Jock Strap 

Dale Sawyer 

Mar te l Move- ln-Date 

W a n d a the Honda (Phill 's Car) 

M i s s Cleo 

HOMECOMING REFERENDA 

PROPOSED CHANGE FOR SA CONSTITUTION 
Are you in favor of t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a n g e t o t h e S t u d e n t A s s o c i a t i o n 

C o n s t i t u t i o n ? (P- 'oposed c h a n g e is u n d e r l i n e d . ) 

ARTICLE II. Leg is la t i ve 

S e c t i o n 1 S t u d e n t S e n a t e M e m b e r s h i p 

The S t u d e n t S e n a t e sha l l be c o m p o s e d of t h e f o l l o w i n g m e m b e r s , 

(a) O f f i c e r s 

(i) The e l e c t e d o f f i ce rs of t he S t u d e n t A s s o c i a t i o n sha l l be the 

^ r e s i d e n t . : h e In te rna l A f fa i r s V i ce -P res iden t , t h e Ex terna l A f fa i r s Vice-

P r e s i d e n t . "he Sec re ta ry a n d t h e T r e a s u r e r . 

(ii) The o f f i c e s of P r e s i d e n t sha l l be he ld bv no m o r e t h a n t w o peop le . 

(i i i) Indiv d u a l s s h a r i n g t h e p o s i t i o n of P r e s i d e n t sha l l be c o n s i d e r e d 

o n e o f f i ce r . 

(iv) The o f f i c e s of I n te rna l V i ce -Pres iden t . Ex te rna l V i ce -Pres iden t . 

T r e a s u r e r , and Sec re ta ry sha l l e a c h be he ld bv on ly o n e p e r s o n . 

HEA REFORM REFERENDUM 
Are you in favor of the following HEA Reform re ferendum? 

WHEREAS A provision in the Higher Education Act of 1 9 9 8 m a n d a t e s 

that s tudents convicted of any drug-related o f fense (without regard to 

the nature of the of fense or the offender) be den ied eligibility for federal 

f inancial aid for periods ranging from one year to ' indef ini te, ' and; 

WHEREAS No other class of of fender ( including those convicted of rape 

or o t h e r violent of fenses) faces similar restriction on s tudent loan 

el i f ty, and; 

WHL _AS This provision will, by its nature, impact primarily student of 

low to modera te economic m e a n s , and; 

WHEREAS This provision will also have a discriminatory impact on 

people of color, as their communi t ies are disproprionately targed for 

en fo rcement of the drug laws (e.g. African Amer icans, who comprise 

1 2 % of the nat ion 's population and 1 3 % of drug users, m a k e up 5 5 % of 

those convicted of drug of fenses) , and; 

WHEREAS Education is an important factor in allowing people to become 

more productive, well-rounded cit izens; 

WE, THE STUDENTS OF RICE UNIVERSITY, call upon the 1 0 7 t h United 

S ta tes Congress to overturn that seciton of the Higher Education Act of 

1 9 9 8 that denies access to federal f inancial aid based upon convictions 

for drug re lated of fenses. 

Co-ed naked homework 
KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Web site, http://www.ruf.rice.edu/ 
~ricessdp. 

SAElections Chair Matt H aynie, a 
Will Rice junior, said at least 20 per-
cent of the undergraduate popula-
tion must vote on each issue. LF too 
few students vote in the election, the 
items will fail. Atwo-thirds majority is 
required to pass the SA constitutional 
change and the HEA referendum. 

Homecoming king contenders in-
clude T h e First Seven Rows of Sta-
dium Seating," Spontaneous Com-
bustion, "The Warpig," Windows XP 
and the Rice football team. Also up 
for consideration is "This Picture of 
Gillis," a roly-poly rendition of Presi-
dent Malcolm Gillis. 

There are also five homecoming 
queen nominations: "Martel Move-
ln-Date," "Wanda the Honda (Phill's 
Car)," Miss Cleo, Will Rice College 
Master Dale Sawyer and "Erik 
Vanderlip's Jock Strap." 

The homecoming court will be 
announced at the homecoming foot-
ball game Nov. 10 versus the Univer-
sity of Tulsa. 

Club 13 runners help Wiess College sophomore Jim McDougall do homework in Ryon Lab. Halloween is one of 
the biggest Club 13 runs of the year, with at least 75 people participating Wednesday night. 

Class cancellation on Sept. 11 proposed 
by Skye Schell 

T H R K S H K R S T A F F 

The Student Association presi-
dents are proposing that Rice cancel 
classes on Sept. 11,2002, to create a 
day of remembrance for this year's 
terrorist attacks. 

SA Presidents Jamie Lisagor 
and Gavin Parks introduced the 
proposal at Monday's SA meeting 
to gather other students' opinions. 
They received support for their 
idea and will introduce the pro-
posal at the next general faculty 
meeting Wednesday., . .. 

Lisagor, a Hanszen College se-
nior. said the day would be dedi-
cated to the memory of this year's 
terrorist attacks in New York City 
and Washington, D.C. 

"We consider it a day of reflec-
tion, a day of remembrance, a day 
for students to take time to think 
about the events that have taken 
place this year," Lisagor said. 

Two concerns expressed at the 
meeting were that canceling classes 
would either be too large a step, or 
impossible to implement due to the 
faculty's control of the academic 
schedule. 

However, the plan's proponents 
believe the act of putting this event 
above classes on the university's pri-
ority list is important in itself. 

"It's a stronger message if we 
don't have classes and we really take 
advantage of this day as a day to 
reflect on what happened and how it 
affected us," Parks said. 

Lisagor said she thought the fac-
ulty could play an important role in 
the planning of a memorial day. 

"I think it could be a really impor-
tant statement for the faculty to 
make, to reach out to students and 
say that they really feel that this is 
important," Lisagor said. 

Some students at the meeting 
said they were not satisfied with 

what they saw as Rice's "official 
statements" in reaction to the at-
tacks. 

"Even though many events were 
held the week of Sept. 11, it is my 
belief that those events did not ad-
equately address the emotional 
needs of our student populace," 
Jones College President Steve 
Wilbur said. 

"I feel that it would be appropri-
ate for Rice University, as a collec-
tive, to take steps that recognize the 
implications of the events of the past 
month," Wilbur, a spniar, said, „ .... 

'What is important is 

expressing outrage and 

concern for those who 

died and those who 

gave their lives.' 
— Malcolm Gillis 

President 

However, President Malcolm 
Gillis said Rice's response was ap-
propriate, and that it was not neces-
sary to make official announcements, 
as many other universities and orga-
nizations did. 

"What is important is expressing 
outrage and concern for those who 
died and those who gave their lives," 
he said. "What is not important is 
emulating other institutions." 

Rice was the first Division I-A 
university to cancel the Friday foot-
ball game — the other 115 schools 
in I-A division canceled their games 
soon afterwards. 

A memorial service was held the 
Friday after the attack, a day that 
President Bush also designated as a 

national day of prayer and mourn-
ing. The service included speeches 
from faculty, administrators and stu-
dents, as well as a rendition of 
"America the Beautiful." 

These were the correct re-
sponses, Gillis said, and he does not 
think Rice needs to make public 
statements or actions for the nation 
or world, but rather for ourselves 
and our community. 

"The way I see it, the students are 
trying to do something to express 
their deep concern, not only for those 
who died, and those who died trying 

. .to help them, but their deep concern 
for a world that has been deeply 
shaken," he said. 

Parks, a Martel College senior, 
said the SA would need to work with 
the faculty and administration to 
change the academic calendar if the 
memorial day is approved. 

English Professor Robert Patten, 
speaker for the faculty council, said 
his personal opinion is that the idea 
of taking a day off from class is a 
good one. 

"I think for a good cause and 
exceptional circumstances, the cal-
endar can be finagled," Patten said. 
"As Jamie and Gavin conceive of it, 
this has important healing benefits 
now. and an opportunity to revisit 
this trauma next year." 

Registrar Jerry Montag said this 
proposal, if accepted by the faculty, 
could be carried out by adding a 
class day to the end of the fall se-
mester. 

"[In] whatever the university 
would recommend and approve, this 
office would work with the faculty 
and administration," he said. 

The SA also addressed the con-
cern that students might not pay 
proper respect to a day of remem-
brance, and instead would just use it 
as a holiday. Lisagor, however, said 
she thought students would take the 
day seriously. 

Welcome to 

W 
P̂lanet 

Smoothie 
The bot tasting smoothie on the planet!" 

25% off Smoothies for 
Rice Students, Staff 

and Faculty 

Visit us at 1709 Diyden @ Main 

Offer expires December 21, 2001 

http://sa
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Oct. 23-30. Some items were removed for space. 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College 

Wiess College 

Wiess College 

Academic Buildings 
Duncan Hall 

Herring Hall 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
Brown College Lot 

Oct. 27 Burglary reported. Student released 
to college master, and matter re-
ferred to University Court. 

Oct. 27 Student reported three subjects took 
beer and pictures from his room. 
Subjects will be referred to Univer-
sity Court. 

Oct. 27 Bike stolen. 

Oct. 24 Theft of department purchasing card 
number reported. 

Oct. 25 Laptop stolen. 

Oct. 25 Purse, wallet and cell phone stolen 
from backpack left outside while 
student attended LPAP. 

Oct. 25 Two motor vehicles burglarized. 

MARK BERENSON/THRESHER 

Associate Director of Student Activities for Intramural Sports Tina Villard 
(left) and Physics Instructor Gary Morris (right), the new Martel resident 
associates, greet transferring Wiess College freshman Coryell LaRue at a 
study break Tuesday night for students transferring to Martel. 

Martel selects its first RAs 
by Kevin Grahmann 

FOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

Martel College RA search com-
mittee members chose Physics In-
structor Gary Morris and Associate 
Director of Student Activities for In-
tramural SportsTina Villard onTues-
day to serve as the first resident 
associates of Martel College. 

Morris, who came to Rice at the 
beginning of the 2000-'01 school 
year, said he was looking forward 
to being an RA for the new Martel 
College. 

"The opportunity to be involved 
with a new college on campus is 
pretty exciting," Morris said. 

Villard, who also came to Rice at 
the beginning of the 20()0-'01 school 
year, agreed with Morris and said 
she is looking forward to being a 
part of Martel. 

"I'm kind of excited about being 
part of the new college on campus, the 
first ever RAs there," Villard said. "Be-
ing an RA will push me closer to un-
derstanding what the students want." 

Morris, who teaches the intro-
ductory physics courses for non-
physics majors, said he is looking 
forward to spending more time with 
students outside the classroom. 

"Being a part of the college sys-
tem as an RA is exciting," Morris 
said. "I'm looking forward to inter-
acting with the students more out-
side of class and being a part of 
college life at Rice." 

Villard said becoming an RA will 
change her life. 

"I'm really looking forward to get-
ting involved with all the activities 
and the students at Martel," she said. 

Morris said he thinks one advan-
tage of being an RAis living on campus. 

"Some nights I'm here very late, 
so not having to commute home will 
be nice," Morris said. 

Both Morris and Villard are un-
married. 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Chilly outdoor termperatures at Friday's Night of Decadence party caused the foam in the foam pit to evaporate 
quickly. About 500 people bought tickets for optional entrance to the foam pit. 

NOD foam pit 'craziness' minimal 
by John Koch 
FOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

With one reported arrest and two 
hospitalizations, this year's Night of 
Decadence party's safety record was 
similar to that from last year, when 
one student was taken to the hospi-
tal and none were arrested. 

This year marked the first time 
the public party, themed "2001: A 
Space NODdessy," was held out-
doors in the Wiess College Acabowl. 
University Police Sgt. Steve Reiter 
said having NOD in the Acabowl 
instead of the Wiess Commons made 
students increase security to ensure 
no underage drinking and to contain 
the public party. 

Five University Police officers 
were assigned to cover NOD, and 57 
students volunteered to work secu-
rity for the party. The reported ar-

rest was of a student attempting to 
trespass, presumably to use the 
restroom in a Wiess room. He was 
seen climbing through a window and 
was chased down and arrested. 

Only two reported hospitaliza-
tions occurred, Rice Emergency 
Medica l Se rv i ce s Capt . Dave 
Melville said. One student was taken 
to the hospital for intoxication, and a 
second was hospitalized for a lacera-
tion. 

The foam pit, another NOD first, 
did not cause any additional security 
problems. An estimated 500 tickets 
were sold for optional entrance into 
the foam pit. Guidelines restricting 
nudity and excessive contact in the 
pit were strictly enforced. 

"The craziness in the foam pit 
was nowhere near what people pre-
dicted," NOD organizer Katie Beth 
Higgins said. 

Higgins, the Wiess social vice 
president, said the only problem with 
the foam pit was that the foam evapo-
rated rapidly because of the cold 
outdoor temperature. 

Higgins said she does not know 
whether there will be a foam pit 
again at next year 's NOD. 

NOD is an annual costume party 
that encourages at tendees to wear 
extravagant and out landish cos-
tumes fitting each year's theme. 

Three years ago, controversy 
surrounding the party's sexually ex-
plicit nature threatened its exist-
ence. A committee of the college 
presidents and the Student Asso-
ciation president recommended in-
creased security and a ban on sexu-
ally explicit decorat ions for the 
party. TTie recommendat ions were 
first followed by organizers of the 
1999 NOD. 

Chair of the RA search commit-
tee Gavin Parks said the search pro-
cess began last spring, when the 
committee distributed applications 
to members of the Rice community 
interested in serving as RAs. The 
applications were due at the end of 
the first week of classes. 

Parks, a Martel senior, said the 
committee received seven applica-
tions. 

On Tuesday, members of the RA 
search committee surprised Morris 
with their announcement. 

"With about 20 minutes left of class 
on Tuesday, a parade of the RA selec-
tion board came through the doors of 
the main physics amphitheater car-
rying balloons and wearing their 
Martel shirts." Morris said. "I was in 
the middle of a demonstration. It 
caught me completely off guard." 

Villard said she had a similar meet-
ing with members of the committee. 

"They came in here screaming 
'Martel' from downstairs," Villard 
said. "They surprised me because 1 
thought I was just having a meeting. 
I didn't expect a big hoard of people 
to come in." 

Parks said he believes Morris and 
Villard will be important for estab-
lishing Martel College. 

"Gary and Tina both have the en-
ergy and interest to become involved 
in various aspects of the college com-
munity of Martel," Parks said. 

Martel junior Ebony Wreh said 
she thinks Morris and Villard have 
certain qualities that will allow them 
to work well at Martel. 

"Gary is completely ready and 
willing to fully immerse and involve 
himself into the Martel community," 
Wreh said. "I think that Tina will be 
great because she is young, ener-
getic, and also willing to fully involve 
herself into the Martel community." 

Morris and Villard will move into 
Martel as soon as the building is ready, 
currently scheduled for Jan. 28. 

Thinking About 
Law School? 

Meet with the admission representatives from these law schools to learn 
more about legal education and the admission process. 

University of CalifoVny*, Berkeley - Boalt Hall 

The University of Chicago Law School 

Duke University School of Law 

University of Sou the rn California Law School 

!/ 

SN 

Friday 
November 2, 2001 

12:00 p.m. 

Rice University 
Meyer Conference Room 

Student Center 

Be sure to bring your questions! 
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Martel welcomes 63 new students 
by Rachel Rustin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Martel College now has a class 
of 2005. 

Sixty-three freshmen and trans-
fer students are transferring to 
Martel and will be living in the col-
lege this spring. 

Chairman of the Freshman Re-
cruitment Committee Mark 
Berenson said about 65 freshmen 
applicants were notified Oct. 25 that 
they had been accepted. 

Martel accepted five f reshmen 
from Jones College, five from Brown 
College and up to 12 freshmen from 
each of the other colleges. Berenson, 
a Martel sophomore, said about 20 
applications were turned down be-
cause of these quotas. 

"I wish we could have accepted 
all the applicants," Berenson. who is 
also a Thresher assistant news edi-
tor. said. "But unfortunately we had 
the caps, and then it came down to 
trying to balance out gender and 
academic majors of the class." 

Two freshmen turned down ac-
ceptances to Martel, and one person 
was accepted from the waiting list. 

The freshmen were welcomed to 
Martel at Sunday's Associates Night 
and a study break Tuesday. 

"It was great to see all of these 
people so happy to be at Martel." 
Berenson said. "Hopefully their en-
thusiasm will earn,' over to the en-
tire college." 

Martel President Alice Hill could 
not be reached for comment. 

Transferring Sid Richardson Col-
lege freshman Hilary Goss said she 
is looking forward to starting new 
traditions and meeting new people. 

"It has nothing to do with getting 
away from Sid," Goss said. "I thought 
it would be fun to be the first class 
there and meet a lot of new people." 

Will Rice f reshman Margaret 
Bedikian, whose transfer application 
to Martel was denied, said the idea 

of transferring to Martel was excit-
ing, but she is glad she didn't have to 
decide between colleges. She said 
Martel has its advantages, but she 
enjoys living at Will Rice. 

"Tradition is so important that it 
would be kind of neat to be the first 
class to go all the way through Martel 
and start the traditions there," 
Bedikian said. 

'It has nothing to do 
with getting away from 
Sid. 1 thought it would 
be fun to he the first 
class there.' 

— Hilary Goss 
Sid Richardson 

College freshman 

While Martel freshmen will be 
living in the newest college, sched-
uled move-in is not until Jan. 28. 

January housing for freshmen 
transfers is being arranged by their 
current college. 

A room jack for Martel f reshmen 
has been scheduled for Nov. 15. 

Transferring Will Rice freshman 
Amy Chang said she is not worried 
about where she will live because 
she is from Houston, so she has a 
place to fall back on. 

"I just think it's cool to be part of 
something that's new and getting off 
the ground," Chang said. 

Each college can decide whether 
to give preference to upperclassmen 
or freshmen. If upperclassmen who 
move back on campus are allowed to 
move into their rooms at the begin-
ning of the semester, the college 
presidents agreed to guarantee on 
campus living arrangements to all 

freshmen transferring to Martel. 
Jones College President Steve 

Wilbur said freshmen will get to stay 
in their rooms and upperclassmen 
will get to live in workout rooms and 
study rooms at Jones. 

Freshmen from Hanszen College 
will also be able to stay in their rooms 
if they choose. Hanszen President 
Erik Vanderlip said arrangements 
will be made on a case-by-case basis 
and he is not anticipating much of a 
problem. 

Will Rice, Sid Richardson, Lovett, 
Brown and Baker Colleges will give 
preference to upperclassmen. 

Chapman said Brown is only los-
ing five freshmen, so he is hoping to 
easily work out the situation and 
find a place for them to live. 

"We're going to look at the fresh-
men and the upperclassmen that 
want to get on [campus] and figure 
out if we can fit them on," Chapman 
said. "I don't see it's that big of a 
problem." 

Baker President Neil Little said 
Baker students will pull together to 
house the freshmen. 

"If there aren't enough upper-
classmen who want to live in their 
rooms, we'll let the freshmen stay," 
Little said. "The freshmen will have 
a place to live, it might just not be 
their own room." 

Wiess College President Amy 
Schindler said since only one fresh-
man is transferring, arrangements 
at Wiess will not be difficult. 

Ditman said he will work on hous-
ing arrangements for everyone in-
volved with the transfer. He said there 
are usually about 30 beds open on 
campus every spring semester, partly 
due to the fact that more students 
study abroad during the spring. 

"If I can do something to increase 
occupancy, it is a great service and 
good in terms of holding room and 
board costs down," Ditman said. "I 
think everyone can be on campus that 
wants to be when the semester starts." 

It's Back...Only at Council Travel 

AMAZING SALE 
Student / Youth / Teacher 

5 Days Only! Nov. 6-10! 20 European Cities Available. 

LONDON PARIS MADRID 

$132 $174 $206 

FRANKFURT 

$185 
DUBLIN 

$215 
FARES ARE ONE WAY, ROUND TRIP FARES ALSO AVAILABLE. 

Tickets are subject to availability and must be paid in full at time of booking Tickets are 
non-refundable Taxes and fees are extra Additional restrictions and blackout dates apply 
ISIC. ITIC and IYTC card required. Valid for departure through March 2002 

Univ. Center-
University of Houston 

713-743-2777 
1-8QO-2COUNCIL 

America $ Leader In Student Travel 

www.counciltravel.com 

System available on campus 
ONLINE, from Page 1 
to be typed in by a staff member. 

Work on the World Wide Web 
interface designed to allow stu-
dents to register online began in 
October of 1999 under then-act-
ing registrar McFarland. 

Testing of preliminary ver-
sions of the system began last 
year at Wiess College. Students 
at Will Rice College tested it last 
fall, and Will Rice and Baker Col-
lege freshmen used the system 
during Orientation Week this 
year. 

"I was apprehensive at first 
about having online registration 
at Will Rice during O-Week be-
cause O-Week is such an emo-
tionally charged event that a sys-
tem failure would have been quite 
disastrous," O-Week coordinator 
Kelly Rader, a Will Rice senior, 
said. "In the end, it went very 
smoothly, and several of the new 
s tudents mentioned that they 
liked the process." 

Will Rice s e n i o r Jim 
Germanese, who was the O-Week 
peer academic adviser at Will 
Rice, agreed. 

"It wen t real ly well ." 
Germanese said. "The freshmen 
liked it, the advisers liked it. We 
had a reallv good experience with 
it at Will Rice." 

Germanese said he thinks the 
best feature of the system is that 
students can add courses to their 
"shopping cart" and save those 
on the system, allowing them to 
come back to the system at a 
later date to continue "shopping" 
or to finalize their course selec-
tion. 

"It let the freshmen really plan 
their schedules as O-Week went 
on," Germanese said. "It let them 
work on it and come back to it and 
have it saved in one place." 

Andrea Martin, director for 
Enterprise Systems and Applica-
tions, said she feels the new sys-
tem will be more convenient for 
students. 

"I believe the students will have 
a good experience with this, and 
that's what it's all about—making 
sure the students have a good 
experience with what they're do-
ing at Rice, and this is just one 
piece of that," Martin said. 

ONLINE SYSTEM 
PRESENTATIONS 
The new online registration 
system will be presented at 
the following places: 

• Monday in the Chemistry 
Lecture Hall, 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. 

• Wednesday in Sewall 
Hall, Room 301, 9 to 
10:30 p.m. 

• Thursday in Sewall, 
Room 301, 4 to 6 p.m. 

Martin, who is the technical 
project manager of the online pre-
registration project, said that eas-
ing the process of registration is 
just one aspect of the system. 
She thinks students will benefit 
from being able to check their 
other information, such as their 
transcript and financial standing, 
online. 

Students will be able to access 
the system beginning Monday, 
but the system can only be ac-
cessed through a Rice connec-
tion, Martin said. 

Martin said that off-campus 
connections cannot access the 
system due to security concerns. 
She also said the restriction will 
be lifted at some point in the fu-
ture, but she would not comment 
on exactly when. 

Students will be encouraged 
to use the online system, but the 
paper system will still be avail-
able this fall. 

"We will push that students 
go online, but they don't have to," 
Montag said. "I think they will 
find that the online process is 
much simpler." 

Three public demonstrations 
will be held next week to show 
students how to use the system. 

The first demonstration will 
be Monday in the Chemistry lec-
ture Hall from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m.. the second will be Wednes-
day in Sewall Hall. Room 301 from 
9 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. and the third 
will be Thursday in Sewall 301 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Call 24 hrs. 8am Tues Nov 6 - 12am Fri Nov 9 & 10am - 7pm Sat Nov 10 

VOTE! 
Friday, Nov. 2 - Wednesday, Nov. 7 

Homecoming 

King and Queen 

HEA Reform Referendum 

SA Constitutional 

Change 

vote online at: 

http: / /sa.rice.edu 

www. ricethresher. org 

http://www.counciltravel.com
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• The drop deadline for non-first semester students is today at 5 p.m. 
Today is also the deadline to mark classes as pass/fail. 

• The Leadership Retreat, which is open to freshmen and sophomores, 
will be held Jan. 18-20. Applications are available at http:// 
www.ruf.rice.edu/~stact/lrparticipantapp02 and are due Friday. 

• The 2001 Campanile has arrived. Anyone who was an undergraduate 
last year can pick up a copy in the Campanile office on the second 
floor of the Ley Student Center to pick up a copy of the yearbook. 

• Cards raising money for Meals on Wheels in New York City will be sold 
on campus during homecoming week. Students interested in helping 
should contact Baker College senior Joslyn Meier (jmeier@rice.edu). 

• The senate approved the homecoming ballot. (See Story, Page 6.) 
• SA Presidents Jamie Lisagor and Gavin Parks proposed that Rice 

make Sept. 11, 2002 a day of remembrance. (See Story, Page 6.) 
• Lisagor and Parks told the senate the intramural fee increase 

students voted on last semester is not for a blanket-tax organization 
or classified as a fee. The fee was raised to $15 from $10 in the 
Spring Elections. The senate discussed incorporating the IM fee into 
the blanket tax fee. However, changing the IM sports from a fee to 
a blanket tax would require IM sports to comply with SA constitution 
by-laws. Lisagor and Parks said they will talk to Associate Director of 
Student Activities for Intramural Sports Tina Villard. 

• Director of Publications Suzy Cox updated the senate on the design 
for the homecoming T-shirts. 

• Lisagor spoke to the senate about the University Standing Commit-
tee on Undergraduate Curriculum's discussions on instituting a 
freshman seminar requirement. The subcommittee on the issue is 
investigating starting a structured program to encourage professors 
and students to participate in freshmen seminars. 

• The SA is sponsoring a contest to design a new logo for the SA. 
Submissions are due Nov. 12 at 5 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held Monday in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center at 10 p.m. 

National crisis may have 
increased applications 
APPLICATIONS, from Papc 1 
strong," Wright said. 

President Malcolm Gillis said he 
does not feel that the increase in 
early decision applications is due to 
nationwide economic issues. 

"[The increase] is because of the 
mention in the [Wall StreetJ Jour-
nalGillis said. "It is not because of 
the recession. Those kinds of things 
help a little bit — you could see 
applications tick up some after that." 

Gillis said the selectivity of the 
Rice admissions process keeps out-
side events from having too great an 
effect on the number of applicants to 
Rice. He said he did not know why 
early decision applications have in-
creased significantly from last year. 

The Wall Street Journal article 
indicated that many East Coast 
schools are concerned about appli-
cations numbers. 

"I heard from guidance counse-
lors that parents are really concerned 
about safety and distance in where 
their students apply," Wright said. 

Lubbock High School senior Ben 
Kahn, who applied early decision to 
Rice, said although he made his deci-
sion long before the terrorist attacks, 
location has been a big factor for him. 

"My parents are really over-pro-
tective, so I think that they would 
prefer me to stay in Texas, especially 
since the Sept. 11 thing," Kahn said. 

Another student who applied 
early to Rice, Houston's Bellaire 
High School s e n i o r Naaz 
Khumawala, said she thinks her par-
ents feel better that she is applying 
to a school so close to home. 

However , bo th Kahn and 
Khumawala said they are consider-
ing East Coast schools, and they do 
not feel their personal security wou Id 
be threatened if they were to live in 
that area. 

The article also reported that any 

$ 3 0 0 0 PAID 
Egg Donors Wanted 

Non-Smoker, Age 18-29 
Reply To: lnfo@eggdonorcenter.com 

Or Call (214) 503-6553 

urban location may be seen as a dis-
advantage in the wake of the terrorist 
attacks, but Wright said this does not 
seem to be affecting Rice, and appli-
cations are up from both in-state and 
out-of-state applicants. 

Illeana Silva, chair of the High 
School Recruitment Committee of 
the Student Admission Council, said 
one reason for an increase in appli-
cations could have been this month's 
On-Campus Day. About 300 Hous-
ton-area high school students at-
tended the event, which included 
information about admission re-
quirements, academics, financial aid 
and student life at Rice. The annual 
recruiting event was not held last 
year, and Silva, a Will Rice College 
junior, said she thinks that may be 
one reason for the increase in Hous-
ton-area applicants this year. 

Wright said students from out-
side Texas have traditionally not ap-
plied early decision, but that this is 
changing. 

"We are hearing as the admission 
people travel, they're seeing huge 
crowds of people interested in Rice," 
Wright said. "Even in traveling with 
other selective schools, Rice seems 
to be getting a lot of attention." 

Wright said the Admission Of-
fice has made recent efforts to re-
cruit out-of-state applicants after a 
decline in the number of these appli-
cants in the mid-1990s. 

Early decision applications in-
creased by 44 percent — from 338 to 
487 applications—from 1999 to 2000. 
Wright said this was due to major 
changes made in 2000, including 
earlier mailings and recruiting, ad-
ditional publications and the switch 
to a two-part application. 

Wright said both interim and 
regular decision applications num-
bers have also risen compared to 
this time last year. 

ANTHRAX, from Page 1 
hazard protective gear, including an 
oxygen tank, sprayed the suspicious 
material with a large quantity of 
bleach and then blotted the liquid up 
with sterile cloth, which will be tested. 

Employees from Environmental 
Health and Safety also responded to 
help clean the areas with the white 
powder. 

Marshall said she was unsure when 
the university will hear back from HFD 
as to what the substance was. 

President Malcolm Gillis said he 
is angered by this specific incident 
and is certain Wednesday's situa-
tion was a false alarm. 

"I'm very angry that some joker 
thinks that this is funny," Gillis said. 
"This is not funny, this is business. If 
we find out who did it, whether they 
are from on or off campus, we will 
take action against them. 

"Some people have a very perverted 
sense of humor," Gillis said. "That's 
fine, but they are not going to do it at 
the expense of our community." 

Gillis said the area where the 
substance was found is a public area 
frequented by visitors, and there is 
no reason to believe the incident 
was committed by a student. 

"I can't believe that a person who 
lived in this community would do 
this, which caused deep concern and 
anxiety to the faculty, staff and mem-
bers of our community," Gillis said. 

After anthrax-tainted letters were 
found in various locations on the 
East Coast in early October, Chief 
Bill Taylor said Delivery Services, 
the Rice department that handles 
the distribution of mail across cam-
pus, has taken steps to protect its 
employees. He said a handful of sus-
picious letters reported to the Uni-
versity Police have been handled in 
conjunction with REMS. 

Ute Franklin, the assistant man-
ager of Delivery Services, said all em-
ployees who handle mail are wearing 
gloves and one or two are also wear-
ing masks, both items supplied by 
Facilities and Engineering. Franklin 
added that the staff members are not 
required to wear the protective gear. 

Franklin said the steps Delivery 
Services is taking put safety first, 
but are standard for mail-handling 
departments nationwide. 

"We have to be aware of the pos-
sibility of something happening and 
be more cautious," Franklin said. 

Franklin said none of the 4(X) col-
leges on a listserv for mail profession-
als have reported receiving anthrax. 

ERIC CARLSON/THRESHER 

Two employees of Environmental Health and Safety clean up the area where a 
white powder was found in the Sallyport Wednesday afternoon. 

Franklin said the employees are 
aware of the threat of contaminated 
mail. 

"[Employees] handle each piece 
of mail, and you can tell the difference 
if there's something in an envelope 
besides paper," Franklin said. 

Taylor said Delivery Services has 
reported several questionable letters 
or packages, and each time the po-
lice identified where the mail came 
from and deemed it not to be a threat. 

Taylor said there is special con-
cern about mail going to the James 
A. Baker III Institute for Public 
Policy, housed in Baker Hall. 

"We're a little more sensitive [to 
the Baker Institute] because it has 
people housed there who are more 
familiar to people in the Middle East," 
Taylor said. 

Edward Djerejian. the director of 
the Baker Institute, has been the 
U.S. Ambassador to Syria and the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs. James Baker, who 
also has ail office in Baker Hall, 
served as the Secretary of State dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War. 

Franklin said a package sent 
through campus mail with no sender 
indicated was delivered to Baker Hall 
two weeks ago. 

Taylor said the University Police 
were called in to remove the pack-
age so it could be examined without 
affecting employees. 

REMS has also taken steps to pre-
pare for a possible attack on the cam-
pus, including the threat of a biologi-
cal agent or other mass casualty event. 

REMS Director Noah Reiter said 
REMS had been already working on 
crisis management plans before the 
Sept. 11 attacks and the anthrax 
scares, but they have now taken 
higher priority. 

Reiter Qones '00) said that at a 
recent meeting of the emergency 
medical technicians, information 
about biological agents was pre-
sented so the EMTs could become 
familiar with something they might 
have to handle. 

Reiter said REMS can handle sus-
picious materials up to a certain point. 

"As long as the stuff isn't airborne, 
there isn't too much risk for expo-
sure, as long as you're wearing 
gloves," Reiter said. "If it's airborne, 
then we're not going to go anywhere 
near it and we're going to let the fire 
department handle it." 

Franklin said some pieces of sus-
picious mail have been identified be-
fore reaching Rice. 

"By the time the mail gets to us, 
it has gone through so many check-
points and so many postal stations 
that we don't need to limit what is 
going through to Rice that much," 
Franklin said. 

Franklin said there has been no 
effect on the total amount of mail 
either coming into or leaving the 
campus, and no more mail than usual 
is being returned. 

Franklin said if something suspi-
cious is found, it should be put in a 
bag and isolated, and the finder 
should then wash their hands and 
call the University Police. 

We're not like every 
other high-tech company. 

We're hiring. 

No one told you the hardest part of being an engineer would be finding 

your first job. Of course, it s still possible to get the high-tech work 

you want by joining the U.S. Air Force. You can leverage your degree 

immediately and get hands-on experience with some of the most 

sophisticated technology on earth.To find out how to get your career off 

the ground, call 1 -800-423-USAF or visit our Web site at airforce.com 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

EOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

NOV. 8, 2001. 

I T 0 

# 1 

picks 

t h u r s d a y 

FLICKERSTICK 

* 

This alt-rock Dallas band. 
i 
i which won VH-l 's "Bands on 

the Run," drops in for an 
* 

f evening to promote their 

f Tuesday release, Welcoming 

Home the Astronauts. Phantom 

Planet, featuring Max Fischer 

himself (Jason Schwartzman) 

as the drummer, opens. 

$15. 8 p.m. Numbers. 300 

Westheimer St. For more info, 

call (713) 524-3602. 

o n g o i n g 

CULLEN 
CONTEMPORARY 

SERIES 

Houston Ballet presents the 

world premieres of four 

works by Barbara Bears. 

Brian Enos, Damian 

Schwiethale and Dominic 

Walsh. Bears' piece is set 

- to music by Rachmoninov. 

\ $11.50451.50. Tonight 

? and tomorrow at 8 p.m., 

Sunday at 2:30 p.m. 

Cullen Theater in the 

Wortham Theater Center. 

500 Texas St. at Smith 

Street. For more info, 

call (713) 227-ARTS. 

o n g o i n g 

DOWNTOWN 81 

Starring artist Jean Michel 

Basquiat, the f i lm centers 

around an artist trying to 

sell his painting in 

Manhattan in the early 

1980s. Shot in 1981, it 

was only f inished last year 

due to missing footage 

later found in Europe. 

$5, $4 students. 7 p.m. 

Tonight, tomorrow. Sunday 

and Nov. 9-11. Caroline 

Wiess Law Building in the 

Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston. 1001 Bissonnet St. 

For more info, call 

(713) 639-7515. 
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Kickin' back with 'Bourbon' and a 'Lone Star' 
Carly Kocurek 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

College theater takes a road trip 
to east Texas for Lovett College's 
double production of "Laundry & 
Bourbon" and "Lone Star." 

' laundry & bourbon' 
and 'lone star' 

& Lovett College 
Rating: + + + 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Tonight, tomorrow and Nov. 8 & 
9 at 8 p.m. $4 students and 

faculty, $6 general public. For 
more info, call (713) 348-1680. 

The two one-acts, both written by 
James McLure, paint a vivid and 
sometimes comical portrait of life in 
small-town Texas. McLure could 
easily have taken cues from Larry 
McMurtry's The Last Picture Show 
or Texasville. 

Although the plays are written to 
function independently, both are set 
in Maynard, Texas, in the late 1970s 
and they share some characters. 
These aspects of the two pieces al-
low them to work well together the-
matically. 

The first of the two shows, "Laun-
dry & Bourbon," follows an after-
noon on Elizabeth's (Lovett fresh-
man Adriana Ramirez) back porch 
as she is visited first by Hattie (Lovett 
sophomore Sarah Manion) and then 
by Amy Lee (Will Rice College fresh-
man Janica Day). 

Early in the play Hattie asserts, 
"The only reason I come out here is 
to get away from the kids and get 
bombed," as she and Elizabeth be-
gin to drink their way through the 
afternoon. 

One of the performance's stum-
bling blocks is the characters' some-
times farcical Texas accents . 
Ramirez's slips in and out of believ-
ability, while Manion takes on a Deep 
South singsong that only remotely 
resembles the twanging drawl of east 
Texas. But Day takes on the role of 

AUDREY COX/THRESHER 

Amy Lee (Will Rice freshman Janica Day, left), Elizabeth (Lovett freshman Adriana Ramirez, center) and Hattie (Lovett 
sophomore Sarah Manion) shoot the breeze on the back porch in "Laundry & bourbon." 

a blushing Texas housewife with 
uncanny accuracy. 

The play addresses the class ten-
sions of rural communities through 
Hattie's character. As Amy Lee pulls 
into the drive, Hattie grows increas-
ingly agitated. The source of her 
agitation is revealed when Hattie 
complains that Amy Lee's country 
club bridge group will not play with 
hers. 

iMundry & Bourbon is an impres-
sive assessment of three women with 
similar backgrounds who have dis-
parate lives. All three grew up to-
gether. However, Amy Lee married 
for money (or what passes for money 
in Maynard) and Elizabeth's life has 
been markedly different since her 
husband returned from Vietnam. 

Second in the lineup, Lone Star 
focuses on Roy (Lovett senior Phil 
Alexander), Elizabeth's husband, as 
he finishes a long night of drinking 
in the alley behind Angel's Bar. At 
the play's opening, Roy's brother 
Ray (Lovett f r e shman Nick 

Stephens) attempts to talk him into 
coming back into the bar, but Ray 
eventually gives up. 

For the most part, the play fo-
cuses on Roy and his attempt to 
recapture his life in Maynard as it 
existed before he went to Vietnam. 
The play's third character, Cletis 
(Lovett senior Nathan Zumwalt), is 
Amy Lee's husband and Roy's envi-
ous and irritating antithesis. 

Alexander turns in an intense 
performance as the drunk (but not 
entirely defeated) Roy. He is the 
type of small-town hero who looms 
larger than life. Stephens is charm-
ing as Roy's somewhat dimwitted 
younger brother, and Zumwalt por-
trays the simpering Cletis well. 

The characters' shared past and 
present are the strongest unifying 
elements between the two plays. His 
lack of this shared existence is what 
makes Roy stand apart, since he 
alone left Maynard to serve two years 
in Vietnam. He is also the sole owner 
of a legendary 1959 pink 

Thunderbird convertible that is men-
tioned repeatedly in both plays. 

Overall, the two shows present 
an entertaining and well-acted 
double feature. However, much of 
the humor is extremely Texas-cen-
tric. While cracks about southern 
Baptists ("There aren't that many 
things Baptists can do for fun with-
out risking damnation," remarks 
Baptist church member Amy Lee) 
and references to trips to Dallas and 
Houston seem realistic to those of 
us from small towns in west Texas, 
much of the play's more poignant 
commentary could easily be mis-
taken as farce by a general audi-
ence. 

Overall, this is a strong produc-
tion. The set is well-suited to both 
shows and easily transforms from 
Elizabeth's back porch to the alley 
of Angel's Bar and the actors make 
good use of the space. Both shows 
are engaging and the casts pull off 
both dramatic and comedic scenes 
with overall ease. 

I... HAVE INVENTED A MANEUVER 

HGO presents 'Tannhauser with bold visual style 

' tannhauser' 

Houston Grand Opera 
Rating: iritiHt 

(out of five) 

Tomorrow, Tuesday and Nov. 9 
at 7 p.m. $10-$225. For more 

info, call (713) 277-ARTS. 

Elissa Wagman 
THRESHER STAFF 

In the arts, a dramatic image can speak as 
profoundly as sound. Pop and rap music video 
producers caught on to this idea and began to 
enhance music with TV images. Even some sym-
phony orchestras, hoping to attract larger audi-
ences, have begun to add multimedia compo-
nents to their concerts by projecting images onto 
screens during the performance. 

In the 
realm of 
o p e r a , 
t h o u g h , 
one still ex-
pects the 
voices to 
speak for 
t h e m -
selves; no 
matter how 

lavish the set, visual images are secondary to 
what one hears from the singers. 

This is not the case, however, in the Houston 
Grand Opera's production of Richard Wagner's 
Tannhauser. Running now at the Wortham The-
ater Center, Tannhauser, directed by German 
filmmaker Werner Herzog (Aguirre: The Wrath of 
God, the 1979 remake of Nosferatu), is perhaps 
more arresting visually than musically. 

Like all Wagner's operas, Tannhauser is based 
on a mixture of medieval Germanic 
history and folk tales. Set in 13th-
century Germany, the opera tells the 
story of Tannhauser, a minstrel who 
has been seduced by the goddess of 
love and sex. Venus. 

Forsaking his honor, Tannhauser 
has been living with Venus for many 
years in the realm of "Venusburg," or 
Hell. He eventually realizes that he 
cannot continue to live there and calls 
on the Virgin Mary to transport him 
back to the realm of mortals. 

COURTESY HOUSTON GRAI ") OPERA 

Tannhauser's title character (Stig Andersen, right) angers Biterolf (Oren Gradus, left) and Wa'ther 
(Patrick Marques) with his song about sensual love. 

Once Tannhauser is back on earth, he learns 
that his lost love, the virtuous Elisabeth, has been 
waiting for his return, and the two are joyfully 
reunited. At the castle where Elisabeth lives, 
there is to be a song contest on the theme of the 
nature of love, for which the prize is Elisabeth's 
hand. 

Tannhauser is still under the spell of Venus, 
unfortunately, and the love song he sings de-
scribes physical, sensual pleasure. The compet-
ing minstrels, who have sung about chaste love, 
are deeply offended by Tannhauser's song, and 
they realize from its content that he has been in 

Venusburg. Elisabeth convinces the minstrels, 
who want to kill the impure Tannhauser, to spare 
his life if he goes to Rome to seek absolution from 
the pope. 

Because he has been in Venusburg, however, 
the pope tells Tannhauser he is damned and can 
never be saved. Elisabeth realizes that the only 
way Tannhauser can be redeemed is if she sacri-
fices her life to God, and Tannhauser is saved as 
he lies dying by Elisabeth's funeral pyre. 

The HGO imports some big stars to sing the 
demanding roles of Tannhauser. The lead is Dan-

See OPERA, Page 12 

am. 
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New stylistic masterpiece about a barber 
Coen brothers nail it with film noir 'Man Who Wasn't There' 
Stephen Fell 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The word masterpiece is thrown 
around a lot in the field of criticism. 
Sometimes it's justified, more often 
not. While watching Joel and Ethan 
Coen's The Man Who Wasn 't There, 
I understood quickly that what 1 was 
seeing was not your average run-of-
the-mill movie but a justified film 
noir masterpiece. Technically and 
aesthetically, it is about as close to 
perfection as the Coens have ever 
come — a bold statement, consider-
ing a career that has brought us 
Barton Fink, Fargo, The BigLebowski 
and 0 Brother, Where Art Thou?, 
among others. 

'the man who 
wasn't there' 

Rating: * * * * * 
(out of five) 

Opens today. 

The film tells the story of Ed 
Crane (Billy BobThorton), a barber 
in a small northern California town 
in 1949. He is sad and frustrated, yet 
unmotivated to change anything in 
his life until a business proposition 
provides an opportunity to capitalize 
on the infidelity of his own wife 
(Frances McDormand). 

The plot that grows from this 
premise changes so constantly that 
it is entirely unpredictable, a rare 
gem in cinema today. We get the 
feeling that we don't know where 
the Coens are leading us, but we 
enjoy every minute of it. 

in a strikingly eerie scene, Crane 
stops hackinga child's hair and turns 
to his co-worker, oddly saying, "Ever 
wonder why hair keeps on growing? 
It's a part of us; yet we throw it 
away." He then decides for a brief 
moment to find some dirt and plant 
the hair. 

His personal insights build the 
audience's image of Crane, contra-
dicting the other characters 'percep-
tions of his quiet nature in the film. 
The result, enhanced by Thorton's 
brilliant performance, is a deeply 
troubling diatribe on American life 
not only in the '50s but in general. 

Crane expresses his desire for 
"some kind of escape, some kind of 

* k 

MELINDA SUE GORDON/USA FILMS 

Ed Crane (Billy Bob Thornton) cleans house in The Man Who Wasn't There. 

peace." Adding to the sadness, the 
hair he routinely cuts provides cus-
tomers with something new, even if 
this new start is as simplistic as a 
hairstyle — a contrast to Crane him-
self, who cannot initiate any change 
at all without bringing terrible con-
sequences on himself and the people 
around him. His risks for solace con-
tradict the supposed innocence of 
the times. 

Roger Deakins' glorious black 
and white cinematography stands 
as an excellent contender for awards 
this year. The movie was photo-
graphed on color negative film, then 
printed for distribution in black and 
white, adding a unique texture to 
the story. The shadows and images 
of light illuminate the story in a way 
not seen in a long time. Because the 
film was captured in color, waiting 

for the movie to hit the video shelves 
might bring an unexpected and de-
flating change to color — we'll see. 

ine Man Who Wasn't There 
evokes comparisons with the work 
of James P. Cain, a writer respon-
sible for the basis of many 1940s 
c lass ic c r ime f i lms. T r a c e s of 
Kubrick's 1962 film Lolita (based on 
Vladimir Nabokov's book) also ex-
ist. which becomes a plot point that 
brings in the use of Beethoven's 
"Moonlight Sonata," and comple-
ments the melancholy of the experi-
ence. The music serves a structural 
purpose to the film — a nice touch. 

Joel and Ethan Coen have never 
prided themselves on being normal 
filmmakers. Their newest film, not 
normal at all, stands as one of their 
greatest achievements, if not the 
greatest. 1 can't wait to see it again. 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Remembering those we lost 
Sid Richardson College junior Benjamin Westbrook (center), a member 
of the Shepherd Singers, takes part in the requiem for the victims of 
the Sept. 11 attacks. Conducted by Thomas Jaber, the Singers and 
Rice Chorale sang works by Barber, Faure, Lauridsen and Wolf in 
Tuesday's program at Stude Concert Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

RICE HOMECOMING FUN RUN! 

November 10, 2001,10:00 am 
5 km (3 miles) Through the Beautiful Rice Campus 

****************** 

Registration Begins at 9 30 am in Stadium Lot 

i Near Entrance 12 

Mo Fees! Jus t Fitness arid Fun! 

Open to Aff'J(jce Students, faculty and 

It's your lite, 
choose accordingly. 

D o w n l o a d a b l e 

R i n g t o n e s 

' Get 200 anytime minutes,; 
on G of the following witH 

M o b i l e M e s s a g i n g 

a n d C h a t 

H u r r y l This g r e a t p h o n e 
o f f e r i t on ly a v a i l a b l e 

f o r a l i m i t e d t i m e 

C o n n i x t i n g P e o p l e 

5165 

| Cinguldr Wireless Stores 

mtes, plus choose A 
'1 * S 2 ? . ' ? 9 M h » p l , j n | 

unlimited nights and weekends 
•' 

wireless internet access with 
100 Interactive messsages 

For jobs that rock, visit us 
at www.cingular.com 

X cingular 
W I R E L E S S 

What do you have to say?" 

1 - 8 6 6 - C I N G U L A R 

409 899 4995 
BRYAN 
1801 Bnaroest, 979 777-7000 
CLEAR LAKE 
1020 W Nasa Rd One 281 338 2210 
CONROE 
1136 W Dallas 936 756 1400 
FRIENDSWOOD 
Baybrook Mall. 281-461 9955 
GALVESTON 
4908 Seawall Blvd 409 763 7000 
HOUSTON 
76 PM 1960 W. 281-397 9150 
4950 FM -960 W. 281 444 0009 
6595 Hwy 6 N, 832 593 9650 

3 450 9372 
-777 3413 
-.713 634-0700 
1 970-4013 
281 497 5768 

> 7 '3 661 9511 

7032 Antome. 2c 
9801 Bissonnet. 
1052 Federal Rd 
11260 Fondren. 
180Gu!fgateCe 
10705 JonesRd 
14618 Memorial 
232 MeyerlanoF 
5161 San Felipe, 713-621 3864 
2621 South Sheperd. 713 526-3453 
700 Town & Country Blvd 
713-465 3281 
5661 Westheimer, 713-877-8877 
8383 Weslhe-mer, 713-784 4917 
8811 Westhe.mer 713 789-1488 
HUMBLE 
9777 FM I960 W 281 548-3290 

HUNTS V'LLE 

KINGWOOD 

LAKE JACKSON 

LEAGUE CITY 

261 487 97 X' 
PEARLAND 
1907 N Mam 21 
ROSENBERG 

i.2«1 342-6850 

355-0975 
SPRING 
4886 . 
S U G A 0 W J D 
2591 Town Center 281 565 9292 
4630 Hwy 6 281 494 5510 
TOMBALL 
27676 Tomball Pkwy 281 357-0662 
WOODLANDS 
566 Sawdust Rd . 28 1 362 7070 
19075 IH 45 S. 936-321 9696 

Premier Agents I 

BAYTOWN 
6741 Garth Rd . 281 421 1900 
San Jacinto Mall 281 839 1144 
BEAUMONT 
Parkdale Mall 409 899-4223 
CLEAR LAKE 
1400 Nasa Rd One. 281-335 9766 
COLLEGE STATION 
Post Oak Mall, 979 696 4282 
FRIENDSWOOD 
101 W Parkwood 281 648 3999 
HOUSTON 
4001 Bellaire 713 66? 9003 
9401 Katy Fwy , 713 932 7272 
12035 NW Fwy , 713-957 3008 
5805 E Sam Houston Pkwv 
281 458 9100 
Almeda Mall, 713-910 4600 
Almeda Mall (Second Location) 
713 378 9096 

Baybrook Mall. 281-218-8887 
Deerbrook Mall. 281 540 0007 

Memorial City Mall. 713-932-7777 
Memorial Citv Mall 
[Second Location! 713 722 0708 
Northwest Mall. 713-683-6900 
Sharpstown Mall 713 562 8528 
West Oaks Mall 281-752-8565 
West Oaks Mall 281 293-0099 
W.llowbrook Mall. 281-894-9610 
1014 Gessner, 832 358 2150 
218 Gray St , 713-528-7330 
1029 Hwy 6 N. 281-646-8914 
1806 FM 1960 W, 281 893-4300 
3909 Richmond 713 629 4381 
12132Sabo Rd , 281 922 9447 
4908 San Felipe 713-871 9055 
920 Studemont 71 3-802 9950 
6348 Telephone, 713-645-2852 
1944 W Gray. 713-521 4611 
5857 Westheimer 713 781 0600 
5310 Wesleyan. 71 3-662 2444 
12620 Woodforest, 713 330 1948 
6531 Woodway, 832 358 8766 
LAKE JACKSON 
Brazos Mall. 979-292 0800 

KATY 
1455 Fry Rd 281 398 2473 
22044 Wesfheime' Pkwy 
281 599 8060 
355 S Mason Rd 281 828 1400 
Katy Mills Mall. 281 -435-0257 
Katy Mills Mall 281 644 6444 
PASADENA 
6735 Fairmont Pkwy 281-487 1182 
3633 Spencer Hw> , 713-910-9600 
Pasadena Town Square 
713 473-8899 
PORT ARTHUR 
Central Mall Hwy 365 
409 729 1882 
SPRING 
5020 louetta. 281 379-3000 
WEBSTER 
1241 West Bay Are* Bay 
281 338 8877 
WOODLANDS 
Woodlands Mall 281 363 4282 
Woodlands Mall 281 -681 2888 

| Authorized A g e n t s ] 

Champions Cellular 
1642 FM 1960 W 281 537-5000 
16742 Champions Forest Dr 
281 655-9300 
6700 Woodlands Pkwy 
281 681-3330 
Lone Star Communications 
1500 Harvey, College Station 
979 696 5507 
1108 North Loop 336 W, Conroe 936-

788 5510 
San Jacinto Mall, Baytown 
281 421-8202 
Lone Star Wire/ess 
Parkdale Mall Beaumont 
409 347-1775 
One Source Wireless 
100 W Hwy 332. Lake Jackson 
979 297 2324 
16535 SW Fwy , Sugar Land 
281 491 2700 
28418 Tomball Pkwy Tomball 
281 351 4333 

West Oaks Mall 
979-496 7750 
Page West, 5304 E 5th 
Katy, 281 391 1896 
Woods Wire/ess 
4375 Easte* Fwy , Beaumont 
409 898-2700 
World Tech 
713 932 7272 
Z Wireless 
1250 Westheimei 281 589-2770 

New Store 6595 Hwy 6 N (832) 593-96;/? 

Phone price and offer may vary by location 
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' w a k i n g l i f e ' 

Rating: * * 1 /2 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

Robert Re ich le 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The goal of Richard Linklater's experimental film 
Waking Life is to take the audience on a journey of one 
man's dreamscape while contemplating the nature of 
existence. The film accomplishes this tall order with 
trippy visuals and loopy conversations. But is it a good 
thing to watch someone else dream for 90 minutes? 

Waking Life follows an unnamed young man (Wiley 
Wiggins, Dazed and Confused) through a series of ran-

dom e n c o u n t e r s 
and conversations. 
Most of the conver-
sations focus on the 
nature of life and 
death, of dreams 
and destiny. As the 
film progresses, the 

hero begins to question his notions of dreams and 
reality, and the audience questions what, if anything, is 
real, and what is a dream. 

All the while, striking animation gives the movie a 
hallucinatory quality. A team of 31 animators used a 
high-tech rotoscoping process to convert the film, which 
Linklater and a small crew originally shot with live 
actors, into an impressionistic melange that captures 
the nuances of the actors' performances while simulta-
neously removing most traces of a recognizable waking 
reality. Faces change shape mid-sentence, buildings 
hover just off the ground and thoughts are punctuated 
by visual representations of the words being spoken. 
Visually, the movie is a success. 

However, Waking Life relies on exceptional anima-
tion to cover for substandard acting and lack of plot and 

5814 Kirby 
In Rice Village 

Better Ingredients. a a a *7 a t a 
Better Pizza. (713) H 6 1 - W I 

Here are our NEW Rice University Specials! 
Large one topping, 
(2) 20 oz. drinks $9.99 
Small one topping, 
(1) 20 oz. drinks $ 6 . 9 9 

We support Rice athletics. 

Three-hour Wagnerian opera 
could feel like an eternity 

MATTHEW LANGLAND/FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES 

Richard Linklater explains philosophical issues in the trippy dreamscape that is the setting for Waking Life. 

'Waking' might put you to sleep 
characters. For the first half-hour of the film, Wiggins' 
character wanders from one encounter to another, lis-
tening to strangers elaborate on their personal philoso-
phies of existence. It's a valiant attempt at meaningful 
conversation, but it plays out like a philosophy lecture 
more than anything else. The weighty ideas stop being 
interesting and quickly become boring platitudes, espe-
cially when they're delivered by non-actors. 

Yes, Linklater and casting director Lizzie Martinez 
cast non-actors in many of the roles. They say they 
chose these laymen because they had something inter-
esting to say; it's a shame they don't deliver their lines 
in a way that's remotely interesting to watch. 

The meandering structure of the film's beginning, 
combined with some flat performances, makes it veiy 
difficult to sit through. Multiple people at the press 
screening walked out 20 minutes into the movie. Any 
other film wouldn't dare force such heavy material on its 
audience in such large doses. Linklater tries to use the 
cool animation as a gimmick to keep people watching; 
without it, no audience would make it past the first act. 

Once the movie gets going, Wiggins' character de-
velops more. Through his conversations, the audience 
also begins to get a better idea of where the plot is going. 
It also becomes more apparent that the jumpy, random 
nature of the plot correlates to the inexplicable, haphaz-
ard structures of our own dreams. 

Rice students tend to take themselves pretty seri-
ously, and many will enjoy the deep dialogue of Waking 
Life. Introspective students (along with self-important 
armchair philosophers) will appreciate the questions 
and possibilities this movie raises. But other viewers 
will only see the film's conversations as truisms and 
pretentious chatter. 

OPERA, from Page 10 
ish tenor Stig Andersen, whose rich 
voice and decent acting are convinc-
ing. The female leads, Tina Kiberg 
as Elisabeth and Michelle DeYoung 
as Venus, are less successful. Both 
are well-known singers with big, ma-
ture voices, but I found their voices 
to be less than ideally matched for 
these particular roles. 

Kiberg's Elisabeth, the "ideal 
woman," pure and chaste, has an 
overly-vibrated sound that seems out 
of place; I would imagine Elisabeth 
with a light, pure voice. DeYoung's 
Venus, on the other hand, lacks sen-
suality. Her voice is rich and beauti-
ful, but not throaty or seductive. Her 
movements on stage could also be 
much more sensual. 

The male soloists, however, do 
an admirable job. The six knights / 
minstrels sound lovely as soloists 
and in combination with one another. 
The large full chorus is also excel-
lent. The orchestra, however, is not 
so successful. The woodwinds and 
brass frequently sound out of tune, 
and the strings are not always to-
gether. 

Thanks to the set, costume and 
lighting design, the visual aspects of 
the HGO's Tannhauserare stunning. 
I let out an audible gasp when the 
curtain went up on the opening 
scene, set in Venusburg. Designer 
Maurizio Balo creates a world of 
crimson, from the billowing silk cur-
tains hanging from the top of the 

stage to the red blanket of silk on the 
ground, gently undulating from a 
backstage breeze. 

C o s t u m e d e s i g n e r Franz 
Blumauer drapes Venus in filmy 
crimson robes, while the mortal 
Tannhauser is in pure white. As Ve-
nus and Tannhauser move around 
the silk-draped landscape, their 
swirling robes create ripples on the 
floor of Venus' realm. The effect is 
sensual and strikingly beautiful. 

Throughout the remainder of the 
opera, the visual effects create a new 
work of art with each scene change. 
As Tannhauser explores the contrast 
between sin and redemption, the 
lighting, combined with cos tumes 
and sets, evokes this contrast. 

Despite the beautiful scenery and 
good singing, opera fans should be 
forewarned: Tannhauser is long and 
heavy. The production lasts three 
and a half hours, and despite the two 
intermissions, the opera is rather 
e x h a u s t i n g . Tannhauser is no 
Carmen: Don't expect to see bloody 
duels or pass ionate love duets . 
Tannhauser is Wagner's attempt to 
explore certain philosophical ideas, 
and the usual juicy opera stuff is not 
a part of his agenda. 

Don't expect to come away with a 
feeling of "liking" Tannhauser. It's 
iiot terribly accessible, but it isn't 
meant to be, either. It's more inter-
esting and thought-provoking than 
exciting, and more visually beautiful 
than musically rewarding. 

RACHEL DAVIS/THRESHER 

'Don't stay home this time ...' 
311's Nick Hexum belts one out at the band's concert at the Aerial 
Theater Oct. 25. 3 1 1 is currently on tour with those guys who keep 
asking Annie if she's OK, Alien Ant Farm. 

• Annual Exams 
• Emergency Contracept ion 
• Birth Control 
• T rea tment of Infections 
• Pregnancy Tests 
• Breast Exams 

Affordable, 
Confidential, 
Convenient 

C* 1-800-230-PLAN 
and be connected to the nearest 
Planned Parenthood f l Planned Parenth 

W* * tnJ V m i » m > 

www.pphouston.org 

http://www.pphouston.org
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M.W. WALLACE/NEW LINE CINEMA 

Alyssa (Jer.n Malone) and Sam (Hayden Christensen) share one of the better 
moments in Life As a House. 

New drama 'Life'-less 
Natasha Alvandi 
THRESHER STAFF 

It could have been another A meri-
can Beauty. 

A man, fed up with his job and 
family life, attempts to find himself 
before he dies. It has the angry teen-
ager. The sexually frustrated middle-
aged man. Hell, it even has a promis-
cuous teenage girl who hops into 
bed with the protagonist. (This time 
for a kiss, not sex.) Unfortunately, 
this award-winning formula doesn't 
work for Life as a House, which runs 
like a cheap, over-dramatic imita-
tion of the Oscar-winner. 

'life as a house ' 

Rating: 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

Instead of Kevin Spacey, we've 
got Kevin Kline attempting to pull 
the film out of its melodramatic rut, 
but just succeeds in pushing it fur-
ther down. Unlike Spacey's Lester 
Burnham, Kline's George Monroe 
isn't witty. The poor guy has worked 
as an architect's model maker for 25 
years and hasn't been touched by a 
human being in 10. Just as he learns 
he's terminally ill, he is fired. Like 
Lester, George decides to take his 
severance package and live it up. 

This guy's definition of living it 
up is building a house. Sure, it may 
not be everyone's idea of a good 
time, but you can't help but like the 
pathetic George. 

The film then thrus ts Sam, 
George's angst-ridden teenage son, 
upon us. Sam stereotypically listens 
to Marilyn Manson, wears makeup 
and black clothes, and has enough 
hardware on his head to open a Home 
Depot. 

Amazingly enough, in two hours 
Sam (Hayden Christensen, future 
Anakin Skywalker of the next two 
Star Wars episodes) goes from a 
drug-crazed, angry-at-the-world 
prostitute to a clean-cut, baseball-
cap-wearing guy. It's tragic how con-
formity leads to happiness in Holly-
wood. 

Naturally, this metamorphosis 
couldn't have happened without the 

help of the girl next door. Enter 
Alyssa Beck Ciena Malone, For Love 
of the Game). Not only does she 
reach out to Sam in his "I want every-
one to die" phase but she also puts 
her shower and her body at his dis-
posal. Now that's neighborly behav-
ior for you. 

Malone and Christensen actually 
do have some nice moments, but 
these are overshadowed by the 
sexual atrocities committed by 
Alyssa's mother (Mary 
Steenburgen) and Alyssa's boyfriend 
Josh (Ian Somerhalder). Nothing 
like seeing a middle-aged woman 
getting it on with a 16-year-old. 

Luckily, Life as a House does have 
its redeeming qualities. Kristin Scott 
Thomas, (The English Patient) who 
plays Robin, George's ex-wife, is an 
amazing actress. As with the other 
actors, her talents are buried under 
this hokey script. Unfortunately 
Robin, like all the other characters 
and the situations they get into, is 
extremely unrealistic. 

This woman is married to some-
one else, yet she spends all her days 
helping her ex-husband tear down 
his father's house and build his own 
dream. 

Shot on the oceanfront slopes of 
Southern California, this movie pro-
vides great seaside scenes and ma-
rine vistas, always good for that warm 
and fuzzy feeling "live your dream" 
movies like Life as a House are sup-
posed to provide. 

This movie would definitely have 
been better if it didn't try to pack 
everything into a two-hour block. 
We've got to reconcile George with 
everyone before he kicks the bucket. 
If people had to do all this reconcil-
ing before they died, no one would 
move on. We'd all just linger around 
searching for our kindergarten 
teacher to tell her we're sorry about 
eating glue or stealing crayons. 

All in all, the movie isn't worth 
the ticket price. The tag-line should 
have been a clue: "Seen from a dis-
tance. it's perfect." From a distance, 
it may appear to have a winning for-
mula, but once we explore or "look 
closer," as the American Beauty 
tagline suggests, we discover that 
its plot is a little too contrived for 
intelligent viewing. 

/ i)ii>\ i no HIM 

Spacey salvages so-so script in 'K-PAX' 
Raj Wahi 
THRESHER STAFF 

It's not a coincidence that the 
best science fiction movies are also 
the most unsettling. Films like2001, 
Solaris and 12 Monkeys are compel-
ling because they absolutely demand 
that the viewer not only abandon his 
most basic assumptions but also in-
terpret a story whose implications 
are not immediately apparent. In 
other words, the audience does most 
of the work. 

'k-pax' 

Rating: irifit 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

K-PAX, director Iain Softley's lat-
est film, gets that much right. Where 
it goes wrong is in trying to couple a 
nicely understated, intriguing sci-fi 
allegory with a valid but purple hom-
ily about learning to appreciate one's 
family. It's as if the filmmakers, in-
tent on achieving the two-hour-plus 
running time that has come to be 
associated with "important" movies, 
spliced together two separate films 
without recognizing that only one 
film trusts the audience. 

The audience-trusting story re-
volves around a self-proclaimed alien 
named Prot (Kevin Spacey) who, 
after being discovered wandering 
around a train station and marveling 
at "how bright this planet is," 
promptly gets sent to a mental hos-
pital. There he is assigned to Dr. 
Mark Powell (Jeff Bridges), who ini-
tially dismisses Prot's claim that he 
hails from the planet K-PAX but be-
gins to doubt his own analysis when 
the patient fails to match the profile 
of a delusional. True, this kind of 
story has been done before, but K-

PAX gets extra points for meticu-
lously maintaining the ambiguity 
surrounding Prot's origins right 
through the end of the film. 

Few people will be surprised to 
hear that Kevin Spacey's perfor-
mance is remarkable. The role of 
Prot is a risky one; Spacey is re-
quired to walk a thin line between 
sappiness and detachment, and 
somehow he pulls it off. Those who 
remember Spacey primarily for his 
work in L.A. Confidential and The 
Usual Suspects will be amazed at 
how easily he replaces the charm-
ingly corrosive sarcasm of his past 
roles with a calm, affectionate amuse-
ment at the limited imaginations of 
the other characters in K-PAX. 

There are two scenes in particu-
lar — one involving Prot's conversa-
tion with a dog, the other a very 
unnerving hypnosis session — that 
could have been disastrous if not for 
the scrupulously unsentimental, 
matter-of-fact approach Spacey took 
to his character. I can't think of any 
other actor, with the possible excep-
tion of John Cusack, who would have 
been convincing in this role. 

So far, so good. It isn't until the 
movie starts developing Dr. Powell's 
story that the weaknesses in K-PAX 
start to show. After his first meeting 
with Prot, we see Powell at home 
with his family, and immediately we 
realize that he is going to be yet 
another of those stock characters to 
whom I refer as the "Self-Centered, 
Emotionally Distant Yuppie" 
(SCEDY) spouse. 

I absolutely cannot stand SCEDY 
spouses. Their presence in a movie 
isn't inherently objectionable; it's just 
that filmmakers have a habit of ex-
pecting the audience to sympathize 
unconditionally with such individu-
als. Softley, unfortunately, fails to 
break the trend. Dr. Powell is thor-

oughly obnoxious: He ignores his 
wife Rachel (Mary McCormack), 
patronizes his patients and, to top it 
all off, lives in a house that's roughly 
two-thirds the size of Calcutta. 

Mark's SCEDY-ness wouldn't be 
as much of a problem if it wasn't part 
of a major plot thread — namely, the 
way Prot helps Mark see that he has 
alienated his family and should 
spend more time with them. Yes, 
Mark deserves a chance to shape 
up, but what about the happiness 
and love his wife deserves? 

The movie glosses over that part 
of the issue, taking for granted that 
Rachel would remain patient indefi-
nitely until an outsider shows Mark 
the error of his ways. Just once I'd 
like to see a movie acknowledge that 
maybe, just maybe, a woman in 
Rachel's position isn't obligated to 
put up with that kind of treatment. 

Here, I suppose, the writers fig-
ured it would be more compelling to 
make the possible space alien solely 
responsible for the changes in 
Mark's worldview. which would ex-
plain why the few scenes in which 
Rachel does assert herself are negli-
gibly brief, not to mention badly 
written. In fact, the script ignores 
Rachel almost as much as Mark does, 
which detracts from the integrity of 
K-PAXs pro-family message. 

That said, there's enough good 
stuff in K-PAX to recommend it. The 
acting is good, the color scheme is 
gorgeous and the dialogue is spiked 
with a healthy dose of goofy one-
liners. "I accidentally cut my head 
off, but I managed to sew it back on 
with dental floss," Rachel says at one 
point, to test whether her husband 
is listening. He isn't, which makes 
us want to throttle him. but at the 
same time we can't help but enjoy 
the charm of those around him. The 
whole movie is kind of like that. 

LSAI 

Free 
Law School 

Seminar 
Thursday, November 8 

6:30 PM - 8 :00 PM 
Houston Kaplan Center 

2500 Dunstan, 5th Floor 
Rice Village 

Attend this seminar to learn about the application process, school selection, 
letters of recommendation, personal statements, resumes, and more. 

Maximize your chances of acceptance to law school! 

Seating is limited, caii 1-800-KAP-TEST today 
to reserve your seat at this free event! 
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THRESHER SPORTS/commentary -

Second-half burst 
makes big difference 

Owls face pivotal clash in Fresno 
Reeling Bulldogs, once WAC favorites, must defeat Rice to remain in title hunt 

Chris Larson 

Despite the hysteria created by Rice's comeback 
from a 31-0 deficit Saturday against Louisiana Tech to 
push the game into overtime, coaches, players and 
fans alike must face the fact that a loss is a loss. No 
matter how impressive the Owls 
were in the second half, and how 
convinced we are that we proved 
to be the superior team, what 
cannot be denied is that Rice 
suffered its first WAC loss. We 
also have to acknowledge that if 
Rice and Louisiana Tech both 
finish with one WAC loss, the 
Bulldogs will claim the title by 
virtue of their head-to-head win. 

There, the hard part's out of 
the way. 

Nevertheless, I wholeheartedly believe Rice's 
furious second-half rally will have serious implications 
for the remainder of the season. 

First, tomorrow's game at Fresno State is Rice's 
most important game of the season. A win will keep us 
at the top of the WAC standings, with games remain-
ing only against the struggling teams in the confer-
ence. A loss will knock us into the middle of the pack 
in the conference race. 

Fresno State is a bruised team that's seen lofty 
hopes crash and burn. Just a few weeks ago, all 
Fresno State could talk about was how much it 
deserved a top-six national ranking and a Bowl 
Championship Series bid, and a WAC title was, in 
many respects, assumed to be already in the bag. 

After losses to Boise State and Hawaii, however, 
Fresno State has tumbled out of the top 25 and will be 
virtually eliminated from contention for a WAC title 
with a loss tomorrow. The Bulldogs are a vulnerable, 
shaken team, but they're also a team hungry for a win 
to right the ship and regain their pride. 

A Rice team that had lost by 30 or 40 points 
Saturday would have been perfect prey for the Bull-
dogs. Instead, however, the Owls head into Fresno this 
weekend with an enviable amount of confidence after 
last week's rally. They proved they can come back from 
a huge deficit, on the road, against one of the top teams 
in the conference, utilizing a passing game dramatically 
different from their typical run-centered attack. 

Suddenly Fresno State doesn't seem so intimidat-
ing, especially after watching two teams the Owls beat 
earlier this season take down the Bulldogs. The Owls 
know they can win tomorrow — something that might 
not have been able to be said about a Rice team 
coming off a blowout loss last week. 

Also, the second half of last week's game may 
signal the end of what was hopefully Rice's major 
slump of the season. 

Even though Rice was still finding a way to win 
before last weekend, all of us who saw the games 
knew something was missing in the lackluster win 
against Navy and the nail-biter over Nevada, in which 
the Owls allowed 600 yards to one of the WAC's worst 
teams. We knew this wasn't quite the same team that 
dominated UH or demolished Boise State 45-14. 

In the second half Saturday, however, those Owls 
were back, and if the same team shows up in Fresno, 
the Bulldogs have a big challenge ahead of them. 

Finally, the comeback could make a big difference 
when the time to hand out bowl bids rolls around. It 
would have been difficult for a committee to justify 
picking us over Louisiana Tech if we had lost by 40 
points, but Rice's comeback creates a new situation. 

Our story is a compelling one: An academic 
powerhouse that's the smallest school in Division I-A 
is having its best season in 40 years. And for the bowl 
executives who worry about the television draw of 
Rice's "boring" option offense, the Owls proved their 
ability to pass the ball last weekend — and Fox Sports 
Southwest found the game exciting enough to replay 
the game twice last weekend. 

If the Owls hold up their end of the bargain by 
finishing the season strong, and the decision comes 
down to us and Louisiana Tech, our comeback could 
extend our season through the holidays and leave 
Louisiana Tech at home watching the bowls on TV. 

Chris iMrson is sports editor and a Baker College senior. 

by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Saturday's loss against Louisiana Tech 
University prevents the Owls from control-
ling their own destiny in the Western Ath-
letic Conference race, but Rice is still very 
much in the hunt for the conference title. 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL 
Record: 6-2 

WAC record: 3-1 (3rd) 

Last week: Lost 41-38 in overtime 
at Louisiana Tech after rallying 
from a 31-3 halftime deficit. 

What made the difference: The 
Owls passed for 267 yards in the 
second half but failed to score in 
the overtime period. 

Up next: The Owls face Fresno 
State (6-2, 2-2 WAC) tomorrow 
night in Fresno at 6 p.m. The 
game will be televised on Ch. 51. 

Tomorrow night, the Owls (6-2, 3-1 
WAC) face Fresno State University, a 
team that up until two weeks ago had 
been receiving national media attention 
in its attempt to earn a Bowl Champion-
ship Series bid at the end of the season. 

At the time, the Bulldogs were 6-0 and 
had beaten Big 12 powerhouse Colorado 
University as well as Sports Illustrated 
preseason No. 1 Oregon State University. 

But two weeks ago, Boise State Uni-
versity, a team the Owls beat 45-14, went 
into Fresno and rallied from a 28-14 deficit 
to defeat the Bulldogs 35-30. The Univer-
sity of Hawaii, a team the Owls beat on the 
road 27-24, came back from a 27-13 deficit 
to defeat the Bulldogs 38-34 last weekend. 

After blowing two-touchdown leads in 
the second half two weeks in a row, the 
Bulldogs are no longer in the national 
spotlight and are just trying to stay in the 
conference race. 

The Owls know the Bulldogs will be 
angry this weekend. 

"We've got to win this week to have a 
chance at the conference title," junior 
defensive end Brandon Green said. We 
know Fresno will be angry, but we will be 
looking for revenge as well. [We've lost 
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Sophomore quarterback Kyle Herm threw for 267 yards, the most by any Owl quarterback 
since 1992, in Rice's 41-38 loss Saturday at Louisiana Tech. 

to them] the last two years and I'm get-
ting tired of it." 

Last season, the Owls led 24-16 against 
the Bulldogs with under two minutes 
remaining before Carr led the Bulldogs 
back to tie it at 24-24 and Bulldog 
placekicker Asen Asparuhov won the 
game on a last-second field goal. 

Asparuhov has also made the differ-
ence in some of Fresno's victories this 
season. He is second in the nation in field 
goals per game and is 17 for 22 this season. 

Rice sophomore placekicker Brandon 
Skeen, on the other hand, is last in the 
conference in field goal percentage as he 
is just 6 of 16 on the season, 2 of 11 
beyond 30 yards. 

Senior placekicker Derek Crabtree 
has been kicking again in practice after 
missing the first part of the season with 
a strained hip flexor. He traveled with 

the team to Louisiana Tech and warmed 
up on the sidelines, but head coach Ken 
Hatfield went to Skeen, who connected 
from 25 yards, missed from 32 and had 
a 42-yard attempt blocked that would 
have won the game for the Owls at the 
end of regulation. 

With Skeen struggling, Hatfield 
might be looking to make a change in 
the lineup. Crabtree is 21 of 26 on field 
goals during his Rice career. 

"Derek looks like he's healthy and 
kicking the ball well," Hatfield said 
Wednesday. "In all likelihood, he'll be 
the kicker, but I'll give him another day 
to make sure he's healthy tomorrow, 
too. He kicked a lot today and we'll see if 
his leg holds up." 

While Fresno has lost two games in a 
row, the Owls are not going to let the 

See FOOTBALL, Page 17 

Soccer looks to clinch WAC tourney bid 
by Wei-Han Tan 

THRESHER STAFF 

The women's varsity soccer team be-
gins the most important weekend of its 
season so far when it hosts Boise State 
University at 7 p.m. tonight. 

Sunday, Rice concludes its regular 
season when the Owls host the Univer-
sity of Nevada at 7 p.m. 

A full weekend of Western Athletic 
Conference play will decide the bids and 
the seedings for next weekend's WAC 
tournament in Dallas. With several teams 
hovering at about .500 in conference play, 
virtually anything can still happen. The 
Owls could end up seeded as high as 
second and receive a first-round bye in 
the tournament, or they could end up 
seventh in the conference and on the 
outside looking in as the top six teams 
advance to the conference tournament. 

Instead of dwelling on all the possibili-
ties, however, the Owls (3-3-0 WAC) are 
focused on the one thing that's certain: 
No matter how the other WAC teams fare 
this weekend, Rice will advance to the 
tournament with two wins or a win and a 
tie this weekend. 

"This game means a lot to us," head 
coach Chris Huston said. "We all know 
that we need to win and we know that we 
have what it takes to win. The girls have 
worked really hard and the intensity at 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
VARSITY SOCCER 
Record: 5-8-0 

WAC record: 3-3-0 (tied for 4th) 

Last week: Defeated UTEP 2-1 
Friday before losing 2-1 to 
conference leader SMU Sunday. 

What made the difference: After 
giving up two quick goals against 
the Mustangs, Rice's defense 
held SMU scoreless for the final 
78 minutes of the game. 

Up next: The Owls host Boise 
State (9-5-1, 4-2 WAC) tonight at 
7 p.m. at the Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium. 

practice is at a higher level." 
Merely being in contention is a sig-

nificant accomplishment for the first-year 
program, which was picked to finish last 
of nine teams by WAC coaches in a pre-
season poll. But the Owls say much re-
mains to be accomplished, and the team 
enters tonight's game off perhaps its 
strongest weekend of the year. 

The Owls showed two important abili-
ties last weekend — taking care of busi-
ness against the weaker teams and refus-
ing to back flown against the toughest 

teams — by following a 2-1 victory over 
the University of Texas at El Paso with a 
2-1 loss to conference-leading Southern 
Methodist University. 

Going into the game against SMU, 
which owns a perfect 7-0-0 mark in con-
ference play, the ()wls didn't know quite 
what to expect. 

"We knew that SMU was top in our 
conference and that being competitive 
was really important for us," freshman 
midfielder Janelle Crowley said. "They 
were really big girls — I think at the 
beginning of the game we were caught a 
little off guard because of it." 

SMU capitalized on mismatches early 
in the game to open a quick 2-0 lead, and 
Rice looked in danger of being another 
victim on SMU's list of blowout wins. The 
Mustangs have won three WAC matches 
by at least three goals, including a 6-1 win 
over the University of Tulsa last week. 

"Obviously after they scored we were 
upset, but we just looked at each other 
and knew we had to suck it up," freshman 
defender Caitlin Currie said. "Our men-
tality after that was that we had to step it 
up if we were even to have a chance." 

After making some adjustments, the 
Owls' defense held SMU scoreless for 
the remaining 78 minutes of the game. 
"It was a slap in the face to SMU," fresh-
man midfielder Betsy Huete said. "We 

See SOCC ER, Page 18 
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Women fall just short, 
look toward regionals 

by Dylan Hedrick 
THRIJSHKK STAFF 

If the women's cross country 
team were an automobile, the 
Owls might feel in need of a tune-
up after racing to a disappointing 
second-place finish in the West-
ern Athletic Conference Champi-
onships. 

The five-kilometer race was 
held last weekend in Honolulu. 

"We were disappointed," as-
sistant women's track and field 
coach Jim Bevan said. "It's 
tough to try to achieve victory 
when you aren't firing on all 
cylinders." 

They started feeling 
bad on Friday and 
Saturday, and it 
affected their race.... 
This is not how the 
team is capable of 
running.' 

— Jim Bevan 
Assistant women's track and 

field coach 

The Owls finished with 89 
points, nine short of first-place 
University of Tulsa. Junior Liza 
Ruckman paced the Owls with 
an eighth-place finish in 18 min-
utes and 44 seconds, while 
sophomore Shannon Murto fin-
ished 14th in 18:58. Sophomore 
Tanya Wright placed 17th, se-
nior Erin Brand finished 22nd 
and sophomore Whitney 
McAlpine finished 28th to round 
out the Owls' top five finishers. 

"We ran OK considering the 
conditions," Murto said. "1 wish 1 
had done more for the team and 
picked up a couple of more points. 
The course had a lot of ups and 
downs and we had a few people 
sick, but hopefully they will get 
better in two weeks." 

The Owls' breakdown oc-
curred in large part due to a 
viral infection that affected 
McAlpine, Brand and junior 
Summer Bell while in Hawaii. 
Bell is awaiting test results, and 
a doctor confirmed Brand's in-
fection. 

It was obvious the virus made 
a major difference — Brand was 
the Owls' top finisher at theTexas 
A&M Invitational Oct. 13. 

"Some runners didn't get 

much sleep in the three to five 
days before the trip because they 
were getting their work done," 
Bevan said. "They started feel-
ing bad on Friday and Saturday, 
and it affected their race. It al-
ways seems to happen around 
mid-October with the change of 
seasons and the weather. This is 
not how the team is capable of 
running." 

Although some Owls were ill, 
others stepped up with impres-
sive performances to secure the 
second-place finish. Ruckman 
continues to run solid races each 
week while Murto has given ex-
cellent back-to-back perfor-
mances. By finishing among the 
top 14 runners, Ruckman and 
Murto both earned all-WAC sec-
ond-team honors. 

"Liza had the best race of 
her career at Rice," Bevan said. 
"We also took the redshirt off 
Shannon, and although she 
hadn't been training for more 
than six weeks, she really 
stepped up and helped us out. 
She is a tough racer and a fierce 
competitor." 

Next up for the Owls is the 
NCAA South Central regional 
meet, held Nov. 10 in College 
Station. The top two teams and 
the first four other individual fin-
ishers in each region receive 
automatic bids to the NCAA 
Championships, and an addi-
tional 13 teams and two individu-
als receive at-large bids. 

The Owls, currently ranked 
sixth in the South Central, are 
optimistic about their chances of 
upsetting some of the teams 
ranked above them to secure 
their first bid to nationals. The 
task ahead of them is a tough one 
— University of Arkansas is 
ranked 12th nationally, and re-
gionally third-ranked A&M fin-
ished comfortably ahead of the 
Owls at the A&M Invitational — 
but the Owls are quick to point 
out that their best effort is still to 
come. 

"We cannot look back at last 
week," said Bevan. "We have to 
look forward. If we put together 
all seven efforts of the team and 
have a season-ending peak per-
formance, we can surprise some 
teams." 

With two weeks between 
meets to recover from their ill-
nesses and get in their final prac-
tice tune-ups, the Owls should 
become a well-oiled racing ma-
chine by Nov. 10. 

"We have a shot at nationals," 
Murto said." If everyone has a good 
race on the same day, I think we 
can do it." 

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER 
across the stmtfirm Rice University 

6500 Fannin, Suite 1108 
Houston,Tx 77030 

713 .797 .1500 
(j//crs !><»ul lbr»iiyl> Dec. ,il. JOHI 

llriii}; ll>is iiilJar your iliscmiut 
Some restrictions djtjiy. 

DlfKNOnK 
E Y E C E N T E R 

WISE OWJLLGET EYE EXAMS 

50% off 
E Y E E X A M S 

30% off 
EYE G L A S S E S 

with Rice ID 

FREE LAS IK and 
contact lens screening 

at the time of visit. 

Loftin, Pierce pace men to title 
WAC, from Page 1 
beginning and finished strong. I 
don't want to use an old coaches' 
cliche, but it truly was a team race." 

"Our top four ran out of their 
minds," Davis said. "They ran better 
than they have all season." 

Warren attributes the victory to 
powerful finishes by all of the Owls. 

"With 400 meters to go, we hadn't 
won the race," Warren said. "Scott 
and Keith each passed a runner, Tim 
passed three and Adam passed four 
in the last quarter mile. [Junior] Jer-
emy LaBuff was great for displacing 
purposes. They stayed focused the 
whole race." 

Amidst the excitement of win-
ning, one note of concern for the 
Owls is that senior Lachlan 
McArthur, one of Rice's top runners, 
could not complete the race due to a 
sudden illness and had to drop from 
the competition. 

' Our top four ran out of 
their minds. They ran 
better than they have 
all season 

— Adam Davis 
Freshman cross country runner 

"He is amazingly fit, and we will 
get blood tests done soon," Warren 
said. "The same thing affected Keith 
last year." 

After the race, four Rice runners 
were named to all-WAC teams and 
Warren was voted WAC Coach of 
the Year. Loftin and Pierce were 
named to the first team and Oberg 
and Ring to the second team. 

"My personal award is really sec-
ondary to the athletes' win." Warren 
said. "It was a great team to have win 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Freshman Scott Loftin, right, and senior Keith Pierce, left, led the Owls to their 
second conference title in three years by finishing fifth and sixth, respectively, 
at the WAC Championships Saturday in Honolulu. 

[the championship]." 
Now the Owls have one week 

remaining to prepare for the NCAA 
South Central meet in College Sta-
tion Nov. 10. 

They are ranked fifth in the South 
Central region behind the University 
of Arkansas, Texas A&M University, 
Baylor University and the University 
of Texas. The top two teams from 
each region, as well as 13 at-large 
selections from the nine regions na-
tionally, advance to the NCAA meet. 

"Hopefully, we can carry the 
momentum to next week," Davis 
said. "There are going to be good 
teams there like Baylor, Tulane, 
Texas A&M and Arkansas — the 

defending national champs. If we 
have a meet like this one or better, 
we can go to nationals. We are start-
ing to peak at this time and if we feel 
the same way going into this meet, 
it is going to be exciting." 

With McArthur expected to re-
turn to form by next week and the 
momentum of last week's victory 
behind them, the Owls are anticipat-
ing success at the regional meet. 

"If Lachlan is on, the other teams 
are in trouble," Warren said. "Ar-
kansas will win the meet, but if 
lachlan is healthy, we have a shot to 
beat A&M. There are a lot of teams 
running well, but we are as strong as 
we have ever been." 

E N T R Y L E V E L • F U L L - T I M E • P A R T - T I M E • S E A S O N A L 

FULL TIME. 
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FIRST 
TIME 

W h e n it's t ime to f ind the right job, you've got to know where to 
look. JobGusher.com is the a l l -new job search Web site for students 
and recent graduates. Here's what lobGusher.com has to offer: 

• Great ]obs • Powerful Job Search Tools 
• Top Employers • He lp by phone, emai l and chat 

We ' l l even not i fy you by text messaging through a digi tal pager 
and/or a cel l phone when there's a match. Finding the right job has 
never been easier. Just visit www.jobgusher.com and f ind the job 
you want today! 
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Freshman outside hitter Rebeca Pazo, right, puts up a block alongside junior middle blocker Elizabeth Davenport Pollock 
Oct. 20 against UTEP. Pazo ranks second in the WAC in kills and has been a key part of Rice's four-match winning streak. 

Volleyball runs win streak to four 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER STAFF 

The volleyball team is a different 
team than it was a couple months ago. 

Near the beginning of the sea-
son, the young Owls were often in 
flux. They showed definite poten-
tial, but inconsistency plagued the 
Owls, who often followed a strong 
effort with a shaky one. 

After victories at Louisiana Tech 
University and the University ofTulsa 
last weekend, however, the Owls have 
strung together a four-match win-
ning streak and won their last five 
Western Athletic Confe rence 
matches. They've done it in dominat-
ing fashion — four of their last five 
wins were 3-0 sweeps—and Rice has 
opened a one-game lead in the WAC 
East with a 6-3 conference record. 

Head coach Julio Morales said the 
streak is a product of the team devel-
oping into a cohesive working unit. 

"They've been working well to-
gether," he said. 'They've been stay-
ing with what we do. staying with 
the system. They've done that, re-
gardless of the team they've played, 
and that's good." 

The lineup has seen several 
changes over the course of the sea-
son. Sophomore Rebekah Neal re-
placed junior Mariel Davenport Pol-
lock as starting setter at the begin-
ning of October. Several players have 
seen increased court time recently, 
including senior outside hitter Alison 
Broadfoot, who knocked down six 

IN FOCUS: VOLLEYBALL 
Record: 11-7 

WAC record: 6-3 (1st, WAC 
East) 

Last week: Swept Louisiana 
Tech and Tulsa on the road. 

What made the difference: 
Senior outside hitter Leigh 
Leman had a match-high 24 
kills with a .500 hitting 
percentage against Tulsa. 

Up next: The Owls host 
Louisiana Tech (7-14. 0-8 
WAC) tomorrow night at Autry 
Court at 7 p.m. 

kills and had three service aces 
against Tulsa. 

"We had a few changes in the 
lineup from the original scheme," 
Morales said. "We knew coming in 
we had good talent, but how that 
talent would fit all together was to be 
seen. It's not that some people are 
better than others, it's just that they 
fit better together. Over the last few 
games we've had some people that 
have worked well together, and that 
has helped the other ones, when 
they come in, to find a better fit." 

Certainly one player who has 
found her place in the system is fresh-
man outside hitter Rebeca Pazo. The 
Venezuelan native put down 26 kills 
against Louisiana Tech, the most in a 
match by any Owl this season, and, 

Stat 100 "Data, Models, and Reality: An Introduction to the Scientific 
Method" (www.owlnet.rice.edu/~stat100/) is an innovative approach for learning 
statistics. It is a hands-on workshop style course that will introduce you to methods for 
fact based analysis. Creative case studies will include an examination of epidemics from 
smallpox to AIDS, the census of Moses and that of Henry VIII, historical battles 
including the Alamo and Isandlwana, risk and value, taxation, creation of annuities and 
stock portfolios, population growth of Ancient Israel, Arrow's analysis of group 
decisions as well as legal analysis of facts 
indexed on a time line. 

Mathematics requirements are modest: 
curiosity requirements are high! You'll work 
with teams of students to apply descriptive 
methods and master the concepts that underlie 
much of modern modeling. Assistance in 
report preparation and delivery will be 
provided both by the instructor and members 
of the Cain Project in Professional 
Communication. Stat 100 is a Group III 
Distribution course. 

The instructor, James R. Thompson, is a Noah Harding Professor of Statistics at Rice 
and Fellow of the ASA, IMS and ISI. He is an adjunct professor both at the UT School of 
Public Health and the MD Anderson Cancer Center and author of numerous books. 
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John Snow's Plot of 
Cholera Cases in London 
(1854). What do we learn? 

Mularz shatters record 
No. 22 Owls defeat Georgia Tech, tie Clemson 

by John Chao 
THRESHER STAFF 

together with senior outside hitter 
Leigh Leman, helps form one of the 
most potent outside hitting attacks in 
the conference. In WAC matches, 
Pazo ranks second in kills per game 
and Leman ranks sixth. 

"We knew Rebeca was a good 
player coming in," Morales said. "We 
knew she could do it. How soon had 
to do with how well she could get 
used to everything." 

Last night, the Owls hosted the 
University of Arkansas. The lady 
Razorbacks lead the western divi-
sion of the Southeastern Conference 
with a 10-1 SEC mark. 

After facing Arkansas, the Owls 
will face Louisiana Tech and Tulsa 
again as both teams come to Autry 
Court this weekend. The Owls play 
the Bulldogs tomorrow and play the 
Golden Hurricane Sunday, with both 
matches beginning at 7 p.m. 

Quickly approaching is the WAC 
tournament, which will be held Nov. 
15-18 in San Jose. Calif. If the Owls 
keep playing as they have been and 
can enter the tournament with a 10-
3 conference mark, few teams will 
want to take the court against them. 

"Our goal is to continue playing 
well t h r o u g h o u t the season ," 
Broadfoot said. "It definitely feels 
like when we're out on the court 
we're playing as a team, as one unit. 
I've never really felt that before. 

"We've been very consistent. 
We're not really trying to show off or 
anything — we're just doing what 
we know how to do." 

Junior Mandy Mularz added to 
her already-packed Rice swimming 
resume last weekend by setting a 
new school record Saturday in the 
100-yard freestyle at a triangular 
meet in Clemson, S.C. 

Mularz, who finished seventh in 
the 50-meter freestyle at last year's 
Phillips 66 National Championships, 
ranks 35th in the world in the 50 
free. She was also part of Rice's 
school record-se t t ing 200-yard 
freestyle relay team. Her time of 
50.80 seconds Saturday gives Mularz 
her first individual Rice record. 

Mularz swam a time of 50.90 in 
the individual 100 free earlier that 
day, but it was in the lead leg of the 
400-yard freestyle relay that she 
broke the record. 

Breaking the school record came 
as a complete shock for Mularz, who 
didn't even know she had broken the 
record until head coach Doug Boyd 
told her. 

"I know I have been working 
hard, but I didn't know I would go 
that fast at the beginning of the year," 
Mularz said. "I just wanted to im-
prove my time in relay over my indi-
vidual. I was pumped up when my 
teammates were cheering me on." 

In team competition, Rice de-
feated the Georgia Institute ofTech-
nology 120-104 Friday before tying 
Clemson University 102-102 and los-
ing to the LIniversity of Virginia 
128.5-75.5 at Saturday's triangular 
meet. 

While breaking a school record 
is new for Mularz, the tactics and 
strategies behind it aren't. Beating 
the girl next to her is always a goal, 
she said, and winning is the bottom 
line — a strong squad from the Uni-
versity of Virginia, which won the 

race by less than one second over 
Rice, helped push Mularz. The time 
provisionally qualifies Mularz for the 
NCAA Championships. 

"I have a lot more confidence this 
season because the physical train-
ing this summer has helped me a 
lot," Mularz said. 

Mularz's record is only one of 
several positive things the team can 
draw from this weekend. The Owls' 
victory over Georgia Tech, which 
started its women's swimming and 
diving program this season, gave 
the team a big confidence boost. 

"We've had a history of starting 
bad," sophomore Elaine Lee said. 
"But Coach Boyd sat us down and 
said we shouldn't make a habit of it. 
I think that talk helped us through." 

The 22nd-ranked Owls were a 
little disappointed, however, with 
their showing at Saturday's meet. 
Even though Clemson is a solid op-
ponent — the Tigers finished last 
season ranked 21st nationally — the 
Owls felt they should have come 
away with a win. In addition, the 
team felt it could have been more 
cohesive when swimming against 
No. 12 Virginia. 

"We should have beat Clemson," 
Lee said. "If we had swum the way 
we can swim, beating them wouldn't 
have been a problem." 

Some of the problems the team 
experienced Saturday may have 
stemmed from fatigue. 

"I think we weren't so much physi-
cally tired as we were mentally," Lee 
said. "In all honesty, we could have 
done a lot better." 

The Owls next compete in the 
Southern Methodist University Clas-
sic today and tomorrow in Dallas. 
No. 11 SMU has won the last five 
Western Athletic Conference titles, 
and the meet features three other 
teams ranked in the top 20. 

Men's tennis concludes 
disappointing fall season 

by Eric Raub 
THRESHER STAFF 

Disappointing is a word the Rice 
men's tennis team didn't expect to use 
many times this year, but it's the best 
description of both their Region VI 
tournament showing last weekend as 
well as their fall season in general. 

"Certain people had good perfor-
mances, but on the whole it was a 
disappointing regionals in singles 
and doubles ," ass is tant coach 
Shaheen Ladhani said. "It was not as 
good a fall as we had last year." 

The Owls entered the tournament 
with singles players and doubles 
teams seeded high in the field, but 
they failed to live up to their poten-
tial. Second-seeded sophomore Ri-
chard Barker fell in the round of 32, 
and seventh-seeded sophomore Wil-
liam Barker lost in the round of 16. 

Even Owls who did not have the 
pressure of a high seeding felt they 
should have performed better. 

"I didn't do as well as I should've," 
junior Cody Jackson, who lost his 
first round match but won a singles 
match in the consolation draw, said. 
"I guess I could blame it on extrane-
ous things, but I just didn't play as 
well as I should have." 

With regionals and the fall sea-
son behind them, the Owls have 
started to examine where they have 
been going wrong — after all, this 
team is basically the same as the one 
that made it to the NCAA tourna-
ment last year. 

The Owls are confident they can 
turn things around once they identify 
and work on their problems before 
dual match play begins this spring. 

"We underachieved as a whole a 
little bit," junior Ramez Qamer said. 
"But we've already begun to work on 
the problems we saw. I'm fairly con-
fident that everyone is going to be 

able to achieve their goals." 
The calendar has turned into one 

of the team's worst enemies now, as 
the Owls have only about two months 
available to condition themselves for 
spring. The Owls recognize how 
important these two months are and 
believe the short period could make 
or break their year. 

"In a lot of ways this is the most 
important part of the year," Ladhani 
said. "This will dictate our perfor-
mance in the spring. In a sense it is 
still hanging in the balance." 

While they plan to spend signifi-
cant time in the weight room, the 
Owls will also put in a lot of time on 
the court pitting their players against 
each other. 

"A lot of it's going to come down 
to how well they do during practice," 
Ladhani said. "It's hard, but we're 
going to do our best to create a 
match environment." 

While the Owls would like to have 
had more time against opponents 
from other schools, most of them 
will have to spend the time between 
now and January striving to beat 
their teammates. The Owls believe 
they have enough diversity to learn 
how to beat players from other teams 
by beating the guys they see every 
day. 

"As long as we mix it up it'll be fine," 
Jackson said. "We all have different 
styles and can learn from each other. 
When we come back everyone will be 
more focused and concentrated." 

A challenging schedule means 
the Owls must be ready right away 
— four of Rice's first five dual match 
opponen t s ranked among the 
country's top 75 teams last year. 

"We've got a lot of tough matches 
early so we're not going to be able to 
play ourselvesintoshape,"head coach 
Ron Stnarr said. "Six of our first eight 
[opponents] are awfully good." 

I 
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Owls lose heartbreaker at La. Tech 
by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After trailing 31-0 in the second 
quarter Saturday, the Owls nearly 
pulled off one of the greatest come-
backs in school history, but fell 41-
38 in overtime at Louisiana Tech 
University. 

l i t t le went right for the Owls in 
the first half. Trailing 7-0, the Owls 
drove down to the Bulldog nine-yard 
line, but a poor snap on a field goal 
attempt ended the scoring opportu-
nity. During the drive, sophomore 
quarterback Kyle Herm, who had 
missed two days of practice prior to 
the game with an injured shoulder, 
twisted his ankle. 

H e r m and f r e s h m a n G r e g 
Henderson both struggled at quar-
terback in the first half, as the Owls 
made only three first downs in the 
half after that first drive. The Owls 
didn't score until kicker Brandon 
Skeen hit a 25-yard field goal set up 
by junior safety Greg Gatlin's inter-
ception of Louisiana Tech quarter-
back Luke McCown. 

By that time, however, less than 
two minutes remained in the half, 
and McCown had already racked up 
241 passing yards and two touch-
downs. The Owls trailed 31-3 headed 
into the locker room. 

But head coach Ken Hatfield had 
a plan. 

"It's easy to quit headed into the 
locker room at 31-3, but we didn't," 
Hatfield said. "They ran a different 
defense than they usually run and 
they executed it well. We didn't ex-
ecute our base plays well in the first 
half. Kyle was hurt this week, and 
we weren't sure how much he could 
take. He twisted his ankle, and we 
thought maybe Greg could go in and 
use his speed, but we made some 
mistakes as a team. 

"In the second half, we used more 
of the spread option on the defense 
they were running. I had a gut feel-
ing as to what to do for the second 
half and I talked it over with Kyle 
and he felt he could do it. We didn't 
practice [the spread formation] one 
down this week but we just did it and 
did it well. They weren't ready for it 
in the second half at all." 

In their new spread formation 
that included multiple-receiver sets, 
the Owls came out firing on their 
first drive and scored a touchdown, 
cutting the Bulldog lead to 31-10. 
The Owl defense forced two fumbles 
that led to Rice touchdown drives, 
and a 78-yard kickoff return by fresh-
man halfback Clint Hatfield nar-
rowed the Bulldog lead to 38-31. 

After a missed Bulldog field goal, 
Herm connected with senior wide re-
ceiver Gilbert Okoronkwo for a 40 
yard pass reception on a key third-
down play. Hern f s 23-yard touchdown 
pass to sophomore wide receiver 
Gavin Boothe tied the game at 38. 

AUDREY COX/THRESHER 

Louisiana Tech running back John Simon eludes the tackle of senior 
linebacker Rashard Pittman (No. 47). Rice outscored Louisiana Tech 35-7 in 
the second half to push the game into overtime but fell 41-38. 

A key third-down sack by junior 
defensive end Brandon Green gave 
the Owls the ball back with a chance 
to win the game near the end of 
regulation, but with 14 seconds left 
to go in the game, Skeen's 42-yard 
field goal attempt was blocked. 

4Even after looking at 

the film, I don't think 

I've been in a game like 

that in my life.' 
- Ken Hatfield 

Head football coach 

The Owl defense held the Bull-
dogs to a field goal in the overtime 
period, but a key holding penalty 
killed the Owls' chance at victory. 

After struggling with his injuries, 
going zero for three in the air and 
rushing for just 29 yards in the first 
half, Herm had one of the gr€ tlest 
halves of any quarterback in Owl his-
tory in the second half. In addition to 
rushing for 42 yards, Herm went 16 
of 27 in the air for two touchdowns 
and 267yards, the most passingyards 
in a game for an Owl since 1992. 

"We went to the spread offense 
and it was working," Herm said. "We 
had single coverage on our receiv-
ers out there and I just put it up there 

and they made some big plays. Down 
31-3, we all could have quit but we 
didn't, and that says a lot about the 
heart and character of our team." 

On the receiving end of the passes, 
Boothe, Okoronkwo and senior half-
back Leroy Bradley each had their 
career highs in receptions. Boothe 
caught six passes for 99 yards includ-
ing two touchdowns, Okoronkwo had 
five receptions for 109 yards and Bra-
dley had three catches for 43 yards. 

"I had been beating people deep 
all day, but in the first half, Kyle and 
I just couldn' t get hooked up," 
Boothe said. "I don't know what hap-
pened in the first half — it seemed 
like we just weren't here at all. On 
the first drive of the second half, we 
went down and scored, and it was 
then that we knew we could take it." 

While the final result was a loss, 
Ken Hatfield hopes his players takes 
the confidence they gained in the sec-
ond half into the rest of the season. 

"Even after looking at the film, I 
don't think I've been in a game like that 
in my life," he said. "I've been down 
before, but I don't think I've ever been 
p u i l n f s o n K i l l i n g that came together 
in the second h a l f as well as we did." 

"It just shows why you have a lull, 
60-minute game. You play the whole 
game. In this case, they won the first 
half and we won the second. ... I 
don't think I've ever been more proud 
of a team that believed in themselves 
and their abilities as much as the 
one we have this year." 

Every game a 'must-win' for the Owls 
FOOTBALL, from Page I t 
recent slide by the Bulldogs affect 
them mentally. 

"I think a lot of people are going 
to say Fresno is not as good as what 
everyone thought, but I think it's the 
case that there are a few WAC teams 
that are a lot better than people give 
t h e m c r e d i t for ," G r e e n said. 
"They're still a veiy good team. It's a 
hard thing to win at Hawaii — our 
last two trips to Hawaii are the two 
hardest road trips I've been on." 

The Warriors have won four in a 

row and are now 5-2 overall. 4-2 in 
conference play. They play their final 
five games at home, where they have 
lost just once this season, to the Owls. 

But for now, the two teams that sit 
atop the conference standings are 
Boise State and LouisianaTech. Both 
are 4-1 in WAC play, and they face off 
tomorrow in Ruston, La. A Louisiana 
Tech win would give it command of 
the conference, as its final two con-
ference games are against cellar-
dwellers University of Texas at El 
Paso and the University of Tulsa. 

A win by the Broncos, however, 
would make things very interesting, 
as they travel to Hawaii Nov. 10. 

Regardlessofhowotherteamsfare, 
the Owls know they must keep win-
ning to have a chance at a conference 
title and a postseason bowl game. 

"Every game is a must-win for us," 
Hatfield said. "People don't realize 
that we're tied in the loss column still 
with LouisianaTech and Boise. If we 
can win this week, we could maintain 
that tie in the loss column. It's a big 
game for us, there's no doubt." 

EASY MONEY 
(and free pizza too!) 

The Thresher is looking for 
advertising sales representatives. For information, contact 

Robert Lee at x3967 or email Thresher-Ads@rice.edu. 

Troubles continue as 
golf finishes 15th of 18 

by John Chao 
THRESHER STAFF 

For the golf team, it's time to 
shape up. 

The team rallied in its third 
round Tuesday at the Henry 
Griffits Baylor Invitational in 
Waco, shoot ing 291, its best 
round of the tournament. 

But it wasn't nearly enough to 
satisfy the Owls, who are working 
together to change the fate of their 
season. After disappointing fin-
ishes in their first two tourna-
ments, the Owls struggled again 
this week, finishing 15th in a com-
petitive field of 18 teams. Rice's 
total score of 879 was 39 shots 
over par and 56 behind champion 
Baylor University. 

"None of us are happy with how 
we're playing," sophomore Scott 
Philips said. "We're tired of finish-
ing so low at every tournament." 

While the Owls were frus-
trated with their play this week, 
there was a silver lining. Sopho-
more Winn Smith had the best 
tournament of his Rice career, 
shooting rounds of 73, 74, and a 
career-best 71. Smith ended the 
tournament tied for 41st place 
and posted the Owls' top score. 

"This is a big accomplishment 
for me," Smith said. "I've been 
waiting for a while because I 
hadn't played in many tourna-
ments and didn't know how many 
chances I had. I just wanted to 
prove myself." 

Smith hovered around three 
over parfor much of the round, but 
he birdied two of the six final holes. 

"I'm happy with how I fought 
back at the end," Smith said. "I 
knew the rest of the team wasn't 
playing well and wanted to take it 
upon myself to do as best I could, 
and I was able to buckle down." 

Although scores in the low 70s 

are usually good scores for the 
team, the course in Waco was rela-
tively easy, and par was only 70. 

"The way the course was set 
up, you would shoot under par if 
you had a good round," Smith 
said. "Unfortunately, we didn't 
play well and ended up with all 
rounds over par." 

T h i s w e e k ' s low f in ish 
prompted the team to hold a meet-
ing to discuss its season so far. 
The team talked about things it 
needs to change in order to im-
prove its season, such as the ob-
jectives and intensity of practice. 

"We just need to go out there 
and focus more individually dur-
ing practice," Smith said. "A lot of 
times, we go through the same 
routine, but what we need to do is 
go out there and work on improv-
ing our weaknesses." 

The fall season has been dis-
appointing, with the team's only 
real bright spot being an indi-
vidual title for sophomore Ryan 
Morgan at the Jim Colbert Inter-
collegiate in Manhattan, Kan. The 
Owls will compete in their final 
tournament of the fall next week 
at The Prestige in Palm Desert, 
Calif., and things will need to turn 
around soon in order for the team 
to build momentum heading into 
the spring. 

"This is a definite wake-up call 
for the team because we're not com-
peting on the level we need to be," 
Smith said. "It's making us reevalu-
ate our practice and I believe it will 
make us ten times better." 

Philips said he's confident the 
Owls will break through and chal-
lenge for a tournament team tide. 

"There is not a problem with 
the team," Philips said. "It's a great 
time to rally and realize what 
everybody's expectations are and 
go above them. It's that time of 
year where we come together." 

I o u i i » 3 ft 

All Kinds Of Drivers Save With GE1CO. 
m 

NO 

You may know that GE1CO has 
been providing high-quality auto 
insurance to some of your neighbors 
for years. You may think you have 
to be in government, or have a 
spotless driving record to qualify 
for GElCO's low rates and 
outstanding service. 

Truth is, ail kinds of drivers 
can qualify for GEICO. Even if 
you're not in government or if your 
driving record isn't spotless, you 
can still save with the GEICO 
Companies. 

So if you want quality auto 
insurance with 24-hour service, 
affordable rates, a variety of dis-
counts, and convenient payment 
plans, call GEICO. We re the A** 
rated company that's been insuring 
generations of smart drivers for 
nearlv 60 years 

( 7 1 3 ) 6 6 5 4 6 6 7 A U T O | N S U R A N C e 

Geico Direct 
5405 Bellaire 
Houston, TX 77401 

Government Lmployees insurance Co • GHICt' <.«ener.»l insurance C < 
GEICO inderonsU Co. * GEICO CamsMtv Co 
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Ultimate teams impress in Arkansas 
by John Turpin 

THRESHERSTAFF 

Cloud 9 and Miss Red, the men's 
and women's club ultimate teams, 
continued their strong fall seasons 
last weekend with a solid perfor-
mance at the Harvest Moon tourna-
ment in Fayetteville. Ark. 

The men came into their third tour-
nament of the season on a roll after 
two impressive performances at tour-
naments earlier this year, and Rice 
won three of four games Saturday in 
pool play. Saturday's success put Cloud 
9 in the top division for Sunday's play-
off bracket, and Rice lost a tough come-
from-behind game to Texas A&M 
University after leading 9-5. 

Senior Kevin Roller, who is cap-
tain of the team along with senior 
Steve Abrahams and junior Ray Yee, 
said the team's newcomers are catch-
ing on quickly and should help Cloud 
9 advance to the national champion-
ship in the spring/or the fifth time in 
six years. 

"The freshmen continued to really 
step it up,"Koller said. "They are help-
ing the team to a whole new level." 

In the middle of its best off-sea-
son in recent memory, the women's 
team kept its momentum going by 
tying for third place in the tourna-
ment. Miss Red went 3-1 in pool play 
Saturday and then defeated the Uni-
versity of Kansas to advance to the 

Senior Kevin Holler (white, right) reaches for the disc as freshman Justin Garcia 
looks on. Cloud 9 won three of four pool play matches to advance to the playoffs. 

semifinals, where Rice lost to a non-
collegiate club team that went on to 
win the tournament. 

The team's progress surpasses 
that of several past Rice teams at the 
same point in past seasons — last 
year. Rice's women's team went 
winless at the Harvest Moon tourna-
ment. 

"We're already competing at the 
level of club teams, which usually 

only happens later on in the spring," 
senior Emily Zitek said. "We've also 
already beat the three teams that we 
have to to get into nationals in the 
spring." 

Miss Red will host A& M in a scrim-
mage Nov. 10. This spring, the team 
looks to capture the regional title and 
advance to nationals after a disappoint-
ing loss to the University of Washing-
ton in last year's regional final. 

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES 
THAT ARE CLEAR 
AND CONCISE. 
EVEN IF OUR NAME ISN'T. 
Aside from our name, we've always been in favor of making things simple. 
So contact us for smart, easy investment techniques.to help you reach your financial goals. 

TIAA-CREF.org or call 1.800.842.2776 

Managing money for people 

with other things to think about. 

RETIREMENT INSURANCE MUTUAL FUNDS COLLEGE SAVINGS TRUSTS INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

Owls host Boise State 
SOCCER, from Page 14 
are a first-year team and they only 
beat us 2-1. We pretty much domi-
nated the second half." 

The Owls scored in the sec-
ond half when a throw-in got 
bounced around the penalty box 
and was deflected into the goal 
by a Mustang. 

"I'm really excited about the 
result of the game," Anderson 
said. 'They were strong physi-
cally and skill-wise, but we really 
showed them how we could play 
in the second half. We left feeling 
good and they left feeling bad." 

Goalkeeper Amanda Garri-
son was kicked in the mouth in 
the second half but remained in 
the game. 

"Amanda had an emergency 
root canal surgery [MondayJ," 
Huston said. "She played great. 
Her staying in the game despite 

the injury was a huge emotional 
boost for us." 

Rice's win over UTEP Friday 
marked the first conference game 
Rice has won without b e i n g 
pushed to overtime. 

"This win was so important for 
us," Crowley said. "We're a young 
team and we need the confidence." 

Freshman midfielder Kristen 
Gambetta scored in the 10th 
minute of the game, and Crowley 
put in the game-winner early in 
the second half. 

"A lot of things have been com-
ing together for us in combina-
tion play, and everything was 
clicking," Gambetta said. "We 
were moving the ball really well. 
We were playing at home and 
Coach Huston told us a while 
back that we need to have pride 
playing on our home field. I know 
that stuck with a lot of us." 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 

2 6 - 3 0 

Rice La. Tech 
28 23 
199 104 
273 384 
472 488 
148 128 
4 32 .5 4 47 0 
31:14 28:46 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 38 LOUISIANA TECH 4 1 

Rice (6-2,3-1) 0 3 14 21 0 38 
La. Tech (4-3.4-1)10 21 0 7 3 41 

La. Tech — Smith 7 run (Scobee Kick) 
La. Tech — Scobee 35 field goal 
La. Tech — Smith 1 run (Scobee kick) 
La. Tech — Capps 3 pass from McCown(Scobee kick; 
La. Tech — Curry 15 pass from McCown (Scobee kick) 
Rice — Skeen 25 field goal 
Rice — Hatfield 15 run (Skeen kick) 
Rice — Beck 1 run (Skeen kick) 
Rice — Boothe 21 pass from Herm (Skeen kick) 
La. Tech — McCown 24 run (Scobee kick) 
Rice — Beck 1 run (Skeen kick) 
Rice — Boothe 23 pass from Herm (Skeen kick) 
La. Tech — Scobee 20 field goal 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return yards 
Punts Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 

Rushing 
Rice — Herm 17-71, Hatfield 10 37. Henderson 7 
31. Beck 12 29. Hawkins 5 16. Boothe 1 1 5 , Tyler 3-
3. Bradley 1-0. Team 1 (-3) 
La. Tech— Smith 22-71, McCown 12 23. Thompson 
1 11, Team 1-0, Simon 1 ( 1 ) 

Passing 
Rice — Herm 16 30 0 267. Henderson 1-2-0-6 
La. Tech — McCown 30-45 1 384 

Receiving 
Rice — Okoronkwo 5 109. Boothe 6 99. Bradley 3-
43. Webber 1-9. Hatfield 1-7. Hawkins 1-6 
La. Tech — Daigre 10140. Simon 9113. Curry 654, 
Richmond 1-36. Franklin 2 25. Harris 113, Capps 1 3 

rSEMEN DONORS' 
NEEDED 

FAIRFAX CRYOBANK 
SEEKS HEALTHY COLLEGE 
EDUCATED MALES 18-44 

mwmm 

Conveniently located 
near +ne Texas Medical 

enter C( 

CALL: 713-799-9937 
L HottitonCryoiiol.com . 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 3 TULSA 0 

30 30 30 
13 14 27 

Rice Tulsa 
56 25 
19 20 
120 120 
308 .042 

46 24 
8 2 
64 43 
10.0 6.5 

Rice (11-7,6-3) 
Tulsa (7-10.2-6) 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Leman 24. Pa^o 12 
Tulsa — Weddle 6 
Assists 
Rice — Neal 38 
Tulsa — Thon 20 
Digs 
Rice — Neal .18 
Tulsa — Leuer 10 

RICE 3 LOUISIANA TECH 0 

Rice (10-7.5-3) 
La. Tech (7-14.0-8) 

30 30 30 
27 15 28 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 

RICE 1 SMU 2 

Rice (5-8-0.3-3-0) 0 1 
SMU (12-3-0.7-0-0) 2 0 

SMU — 8:33, Hememann (unassisted) 
SMU — 11:09. Harvey (Comfort; 
Rice — 56:22. own goal 

Shots 
Rice 5. SMU 26 
Saves 
Rice 6 (Garrison 6). 
Corner Kicks 
Rice 0. SMU 9 
Fouls 
Rice 11. SMU 19 

SMU 1 iMc leod I t 

TEXAS-EL PASO 1 RICE 2 

UTEP (3-9-2.1-4-1) 
Sice (5-7-0.3-2-0) 

CROSS COUNTRY 

WAC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

1. Rice 5 1 
2. Texas-El Paso 54 
3. SMU 66 
4. Tulsa 70 
5. Fresno State 118 
6. Louisiana Tech 148 
7. San Jose State 186 
8. Boise State 192 

Individual results 18k course) 
5. Scott Loftin 26:06.2 
6. Keith Pierce 26:21.2 
9, Tim Oberg 26:42.6 
14. Tom Ring 27:00 3 
17. Adam Davis 27:14.7 
24. Jeremy LaBuff 27:39.1 

Women 

1. Tulsa 80 
2. Rice 89 
3. Nevada 101 
4. Hawaii 102 
5. Boise State 116 
6. San Jose State 120 
7. Fresno State 152 
8. UTEP 155 
9. SMU 193 
10. Louisiana Tech 332 

Individual results (5k course) 
8. Liza Ruckman 18:44.3 
14. Shannon Murto 18:58.8 
17. Tanya Wright 19:05.1 
22. Erin Brand 19:17.7 
28 Whitney McAlpine 19:36.3 
29. Katie Waite 19:47.4 
48. Sarah Wheeler 20:34.0 
49. Summer Bell 20:36.3 
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'til? 

friday NOV 2 

5 p.m. is the deadline for anyone besides 

f irst semester students to DROP 
COURSES or change a course to 

pass/ fa i l at the Registrar's Office. 

Anyone yearning to learn about or brush 

up on the mysterious ins and outs of 

automobiles should come to a C A R 

REPAIR workshop and TG in the Ray 

Courtyard from 4 to 6 p.m. Send an e-mail 

to Laura Gardner at laurag@rice.edu with 

any questions. 

Support the women's varsity 

SOCCER team as it takes on 

Boise State University at 7 p.m. at the 

Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 

The Will Rice College and Hanszen College 

'60s-inspired musical HAIR runs at 

8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow in the Will 

Rice Commons. Tickets are $4 for Rice 

affil iates and $6 general. 

Friday night. Friends. Drinks. Join your 

Baker College amigos for Baker P U B 

NIGHT from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

't s SALSA NIGHT - ^ 
Wiess College Commons. Listen and 

dance to salsa and merengue music from 

10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free lessons begin at 

9 :30 p.m. 

Saturday NOV 3 

GETCHEROXOFF «•» 
couch and into the commons of the giant 

toaster we like to call Lovett College from 

10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

The VOLLEYBALL,team wil1 

annihilate Louisiana Tech University tonight 

and the University of Tulsa tomorrow night. 

Both games are at 7 p.m. in Autry Court. 

DRIVE TIL DAWN a Houston 

scavenger hunt sponsored by the Hillel 

Student Center, is from 7 p.m. to 

midnight. Contact Jessica Braunfeld at 

jbraunfeld@houstonhillel.org or call 

(713) 526-4918 to register for free. Prizes 

will be awarded to winning teams. 

At 8 p.m. the Shepherd School 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
plays in Stude Concert Hall in Alice Pratt 

Brown Hall. Admission is free. 

S u n d a y NOV 4 

The women's varsity SOCCER team 

faces the University of Nevada at 1 p.m. 

at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 

The Shepherd School CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA e|a»s ,or <ree a< 
8 p.m. in Stude Concert Hall in Alice Pratt 

Brown Hall. 

m o n d a y NOV 5 

Meryl Cohen of Planned Parenthood 

presents "Relationships: the GOOD. 
the BAD and the UGLY Tom 
noon to 1 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in 

the Ley Student Center. Lunch will be 

provided for the first 25 students. 

t u e s d a y NOV R 

Anyone registered in the Rice precinct can 

vote in the Houston, Harris County and 

state wide ELECTIONS in the 

Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial Center 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Wednesday NOV 7 . 

Hanszen College invades Willy's Pub for its 

PUB NIGHT f r o m
 1 0 P - m - t 0 

2 a.m. 

t h u r s d a y NOV 8 . 

Liga Pang brings natural tranquility to the 

Rice Art Gallery. IKASUher new 

installation, is a room-sized sculpture 

made of bamboo twigs on view tomorrow 

through Dec. 9. Her opening celebration is 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the art gallery. 

The VOLLEYBALLteam p|avs 

Southern Methodist University at 7 p.m. at 

Autry Court. 

See the dress rehearsal of the Rice Player's 

production LES LIAISONS 
DANGEREUSES<° r<«« 
8 p.m. tonight in Hamman Hall. The play 

runs tomorrow, Saturday and Nov. 15-17 at 

8 p.m. Call (713) 348-PLAY to reserve 

tickets at $4 for Rice students, $6 for 

faculty/staff and $8 general. 

f r iday NOV 9 

Break out your lederhosen! Celebrate 

OKTOBERFEST* 
enjoying good polka music and free food 

and drinks outside Sid Richardson College 

from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

The women's varsity SWIM team 

hosts the Continental Airlines Classic at 

7 p.m. at the Recreation Center pool. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Calendar 
Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by FAX t0
 Calendar Editor, 

(713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-

available basis. 

Rice Undergraduate Students can earn 16 or more course credits. 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

Earth Systems Science and Astronomy 
programs are offered for Science and 

Non-science majors at 
Columbia University Biosphere 2 

campus near Tucson, Arizona. 

Semester programs: 
16 or more credits 

January-May and 
September-December 2002 

• Earth Semester 
• Universe Semester 

APPLY NOW! 
• 

i i'-- • -v. 

Contact Dr. Walter Isle at (713) 348-4033 or 
wwigieffripe-edu 

You may also visit Biosphere 2 at 
www.bio2.edu/education • (800) 992-4603 

FIELD T B I * 
IOSPHERE 

ALL PROGRAMS TAUGHT 
BY COLUMBIA FACULTY! 

VISTAS 

mailto:laurag@rice.edu
mailto:jbraunfeld@houstonhillel.org
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.bio2.edu/education
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Misciass from now and then 

"Apparently you weren't on the 
listserv that featured the 'Corey 
Devine's Sexual Activity' 
report." 
— Corey, about not having sex 
To sign up for the no sex listserv, 
send an e-mail with "subscribe 
[username]" in the subject 
heading to 
mobnews@listserv.rice.edu 

"Fifth graders think Democrats 
are good. Democrats give out a 
lot of candy." 
— Anonymous POLI professor 
Tax and spend, tax and spend... 
this nation needs a fiscally 
responsible Halloween policy. 

"I am a dirty old man and I 
decide I really like Britney 
Spears, so I go out and bribe 
her hairdresser to give me 
some of her hair ... 15 years 
from now, I have a 15-year-old 
Britney all of my own." 
— Dr. Brito, ECON 438 
Note to self: concoct scheme to 
obtain celebrity DNA. 

"We used to just have a bunch 
of queens, like, for everything." 
— Corey again, about Rice in 
the 1950s 

"Only three more Command-
ments to break and I'll have a 
perfect score!" 
— A Backpage from 1986 
[ guess this was before the Rice 
Purity Test. Ohh. such simple 
times. 

"To crush your enemy, to 
possess his wife as he watches, 
to see enemies fall at your feet, 
to take their horses and goods 
and hear the lamentations of 
their women. That is best." 
— Genghis Khan, on that same 
1986 Backpage 
Where do I sign up? 

"I wish my wife was this dirty." 
— Written in the grime on the 
back of a truck I was behind last 
week. 
If it's dirty you're looking for, I 
happen to know of a certain 
ECON professor ... 

"Voting is a dangerous business 
best left to people who have 
nothing left to live for." 
— Dr. Alford, POLI 395 
Retirees. Cuban refugees, and 
gun-toting rednecks... that 
explains Florida. 

"Years ago, I had to make a 
choice between beer and 
dessert. I chose beer." 
— Malcolm Gillis 
Well, yeah ...no one plays 
Dessert Golf. 

"As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord." 
— On the door to Sid, Room 401 

"As for me and my house, we 
will serve the booze." 
— On the door to Sid, Room 402 

"This misciass isn't about sex or 
drugs. Is that all right?" 
— Someone who submitted 
some funny misciass. 
Just because it's about a blowjob 

I doesn 't mean it s funny! Stop 
sending me every sexually 
charged comment you hear! 

"Woody Allen has started 
production on a new movie. It's 
called 'Honey, I Fucked The 
Kids." 
— The Houston Press 
Britney, if you're reading this, 
send a lock of your hair to: 
Woody Allen, c/o Backpage, The 
Rice Thresher. 6100 Main St., 
Houston. TX 77005 

"I wish I had gotten drunk first, 
then I could have brought the 
bastard up on charges of date 
rape!" 
— Overheard after leaving the 
first ECON 483 test 
Those drunk test answers are the 
coolest! I once got an A just for 
saying "i m drik while ypnihg 
this so fuck odf" 

"The Equal Rights Amendment 
was part of a 'socialist, anti-
family political movement that 
encourages women to leave 
husbands, kill their children, 
practice witchcraft, destroy 
capitalism and become 
lesbians." 
— Sept. 4,1992 Backpage, 
quoting a Republican fund 
raising letter 
And to think that while Afghani-
stan was making all those surges 
in human rights, we were being 
held back in America by that 
silly ERA 

t 

Fun with SkyMall! 
So I was on a plane last year flying 

from Chicago to Houston, and by 
pure chance, my roommate and I sat 
in an aisle with a man who graduated 
as a member of Will Rice College in 
the late 1970s. We spent a good deal 
of time over Illinois discussing the 
subtle differences between Rice in 
the '70s and today, but soon our 
discourse on how no one in the his 
tory of Rice ever had sex grew tire 
some, and we fell silent. 

Sometime after the captain made 
his announcement regarding the 
bright lights of St. Louis, the bore 
dom grew unendurable , and I 
started to peruse the bastion of air 
borne capitalism that we all know 
as SkyMall. You've heard of 
SkyMall. It's the little catalog in the 
pocket of airline seats that you're 
forced to read because you forgot 
to pack your chemistry textbook 
and your porn collection is hun-
dreds of miles away. 

Well, I whipped out my SkyMall. 
and the three of us began to br owse 
its extensive collection of products 
vital to the comfort of all Americans. 
Among the fun consumer goods we 
found were an alarm clock that starts 
your coffee pot via remote control, a 
back exercising machine that more 

closely resembled some sort of me-
dieval torture rack, and, I shit you 
not, a Gourmet Biscuit Crate that, 
for the low price of $35, will "ward 
off parasites" from the domain of 
your "canine connoisseur." 

But the product that drew my 
eye was neither a gimmick nor overly 
complicated. It was a plain red blan 
ket, being modeled by a docile 
golden retriever. Intrigued by this 
product, and having noted from prior 
observation that a call to SkyMall 
was free when placed from the in 
flight phone. I decided to phone the 
friendly operators at 1 800 SkyMall. 
The following is a transcript of my 
attempt to annoy the operator and 
make my fellow passengers laugh. 

Operator. Hello, this is SkyMall! My 
name is Kerri! How may I assist 
your in-flight shopping experience 
this evening? 
Joe: Hi. Kerri. This is Joe. I'd like to 
buy the dog on page 114. 
Kerri: [confused | You want to buy 
what? 
Joe: The dog. On page 114. 
Kerri: Umm ... 
Joe: Kerri? 
Kerri: You want to buy the what on 
page 14? 

Joe: No, Kerri. Page 114. I want to 
buy the dog on page 114. 
Kerri: (the sound of rustling pages 
accompanies her confusion] Uhh, 
that dog is like, totally not for sale, 
sir. 
Joe: Are you sure? 
Kerri: Well, umm ... 
Joe: Could you ask your supervisor? 
Kerri: Oh, yeah! Could you, like, hold 
for just a sec? 
Joe: Whatever. 
["Feels So Good" by Chuck 
Mangione plays in the background 
for approximately two minutes, fol 
lowed by some muffled whispering 
and Kerri's eventual return j 
Kerri: Umm ... my boss said the dog 
isn't for sale. This isn't David 
Letterman. is it? 
Joe: Can I talk to your boss? 
[more mumbling on the line, fol 
lowed by quiet laughterJ 
Kerri: Umm. hahaha ... no. I assure 
you, the dog isn't for sale. 
Joe: Well, I guess that makes order 
ing the torture rack on page 87 pretty 
pointless. But, like, thanks! 

And that's how I was permanently 
banned from shopping through 
SkyMall. Which is a shame, because 
I really wanted that biscuit crate. 

OH MY GOD IS THAT JAMFS DALLAL 7 /MACR0C0SM SPECIAL OPS 

Bonding with the student body 
Children, this one sort of speaks for itself. 

I just had phone sex with my classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

TUTORS WANTED - Winn Tutoring 
is hiring tutors for all elementary, 
middle and high school subjects. Earn 
up to $19/hr! Transportation is nec 
essary. Please call us at (888) 903 
3230. 

TUTORS NEEDED for English, math, 
biology, chemistry, Spanish, SAT and 
ACT. Experience working with young 
people preferred. Set your own hours 
and get $15-$20/hr., depending on 
experience. Fax resume to (713) 784 
9565 or call (713) 784 6610. 

JASON S DELI in the Village — Now 
hiring all positions. Apply in person 
after 3:00 p.m. (713) 522 2660. 

ENTREPRENEURS WANTED: Look-
ing for people oriented business part 
ners, earn unlimited income, 3 minute 
recorded message, NYSE Co., must 
be 18 Call (713) 341 9414. 

TUTORING JOB West U. family look 
ing for physics/chemistry tutor for 
middle school boy. $30 a week for 
roughly three hours divided over two 
or three days. Call Amy Jaffe x2148 or 
(713) 666 5712. 

FINANCE GRADUATES — DT 
Money Mgmt firm needs an analyst — 
learn the financial world with this bou 
tique firm — pd parking, pd benefits, 
annual bonus. For details call Mason 
& Company (713) 721 5843 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FRATERNITIES. SORORITIES, Student 
groups. Earn $1,000 $2,000 this semes 
ter with the easy Campusfundraiser.com 
three hour fundraising event. Fundraising 
dates are filling quickly, so call today! 

FALL/HOMECOMING PORTRAITS 
20% discount to all Rice students with 
ad. Earn extra income modeling. Call 
(713) 935 1040 for details or e-mail us 
at alsphotoGPflash net. 

RESEARCH ON THE LONG TERM 
effects of the drug ecstasy: The Uni 
versity of Texas Houston Health Cen 
ter is seeking volunteers age 15 to 30 
who use the drug ecstasy on memory 
and brain function. Taking part will 
involve answering questions about 
your mood, taking some computer 
tests and some tests of brain function. 
Volunteers who do not use ecstasy are 
also needed for studies on mood and 
attention. Payment is available for your 
time. Confidentiality is assured. Please 
call (713) 500 2840 for more informa 
tion. 

NOTES & NOTICES 

LOOKING FOR AN AMAZING sum 
mer experience? Rice offers unbeliev-
able summer opportunities for moti 
vated students. If you want to learn 
more about joining the Leadership Rice 
team, don't miss our information ses 
sion on Wed., Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. in 
Farnsworth in the Ley Student Center. 

RICE VS. FRESNO ST. AT THE PUB 
Come watch the big game on a big 
screen at Willy's pub Saturday 6:00p.m. 
See you there. Go Owls! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows 

1 -35 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions 
are published according to 
space availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. prior 
to Friday publication 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS 524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005 1892 

Phone: 
Fax. 

(713) 348-3967 
(713) 348 5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:mobnews@listserv.rice.edu
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£ 6 During the party 
people are politely 

drunk, they dance the 
skate and boogaloo in 

formals." 
PAGE4 

Designing 
with Type 

A new college course for the spring semester 

Tue/Thu, 4 - 5 : 2 0 pm 

3 credit hours 

Syllabus & more details online at 

www.ruf.rice.edu/~stumedia 

Will Rice 209 

COVER 
4 FALL FORMALS AT RICE 

How Esperanza came to be 

DEPARTMENTS 
3 BETTER U 

Formal flower options for your date 

6 FOOD 
Haute spots for formals 

8 STYLE 
Finding a formal 

? N O V E M B E R ? n m 

NOTE 

COREY E. DEVINE EDITOR 

My first Esperanza was a weird thing. 
First of all, I rented this horrible tux. Of 

course, it looked perfect in the display; the 
shirt fit flawlessly and the vest matched the 
bowtie perfectly. I was fully prepared to be a 
first-rate stud. 

Unfortunately, my plans fell through — the 
tux didn't fit at all. The neck on the shirt was 
too small, though they gave me a little device 
called an "extender" to fix that problem. It 
made the neck of the shirt bigger while man-
aging to make me look like I was wearing my 
little brother 's tux. The sleeves on the jacket 
were too short. The tux rental place fixed this 
problem by giving me a jacket with longer 
sleeves and bigger shoulders. Now 1 looked 
like I was wearing my little brother 's tux shirt 
and my dad's jacket. On top of all of this, the 
vest that they'd shown in the display was only 
half of a vest. You might have seen the vests 
that look like they're an entire vest from the 
front but are really only half of a vest. You have 
to keep your jacket on all night if you don't 
want to look like you're wearing a cheap rental. 
It was a disaster. 

I'd made reservations at the perfect restau-
rant. At least, I thought it was the perfect 
restaurant. My best friend had failed to men-
tion the fact that his date was a vegetarian, and 
the steakhouse I'd so painstakingly selected 
didn't have any vegetarian options. The veg-
etarian date ate soup. 

There was also the part about the music at 
the event. The planners had hired a swing 
band, and frankly, I had no idea how to swing. 
I was sure I was going to make an idiot out of 
myself trying to dance. I hate to look like I 
don't know what I'm doing. 

At the time I felt terrible, first because I 
could barely breathe because of the neck on 
my shirt, but also because I had chosen a bad 
restaurant. Yet somehow, it didn't kill the rest 
of the evening. The vegetarian laughed about 
the soup (and said it was some of the best 
she'd ever had), and I ended up taking off my 
bowtie and leaving my jacket at the coat check. 
No one could tell that my tux didn't fit right. 

By the end of the night, we were exhausted 
from swing dancing for two hours straight. 

Perhaps it wasn't actually swing dancing, 
but I think my date and I made a solid effort to 
appear to be swing dancing. 

The moral of the story? I wouldn't be able 
to look back at this and laugh now if I hadn t 
gone. 

Sure, it's an expensive night. It takes some 
planning, but how often do you get to go to a 
formal? How often do you get to see your 
friends all dressed up? How often do you get to 
eat an incredible meal? Your answer is prob-
ably "not very often." 

If you haven't asked anyone to Esperanza 
vot, give it some thought. You don't really 
have anything to lose, and, if nothing else, you 
might have some great stories to tell your 
friends later. 

— COREY E. DEVINE 

2 LIFESTYLES 
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A rose isn't always a rose in^iidriu 
VIANNA DAVILA m M M ™ J B B nOTHING SAYS I LOVE YOU — or 

hey, I like you, or hey, we're good 
friends, thanks for asking me to 
the dance — like flowers. For as 

long as anyone can remember, people have 
associated flowers with romance and the il-
logical whimsy of love. But giving flowers can 
also represent an act of friendship, kindness 
and courtesy, especially on the night of a 
formal dance. 

As Esperanzaapproaches (Nov. 10, girls!). 
Rice students will face many other important 
questions: Can mom mail me my prom dress 
in time? How much does renting a tux cost? 
Once students have worked out the logistics 
of the date, other questions of etiquette and 
tradition arise. 

COURTESY THE VILLAGE GREENERY 

What were those strange things panicked 
high school students gave each other at prom? 
Ah yes, the boutonniere and corsage. 

I took a stroll to the Village Greenery (lo-
cated at 5203 Kelvin Dr. — the block past 
Walgreens in the Village) to investigate the 
mystery behind all these flowers and formal 
hoopla. 

Corsages seldom come with one single 
flower; usually they involve two or three stems. 
The florists at the Village Greenery persuade 
most of their customers to use spray roses 
instead of a regular rose because they are 
smaller and don't overpower the woman. Min-
iature orchids and alstroemerias, a small type 
of daisy with soft yellow and rose hues, can 
work as an alternative to the typical rose cor-
sage. In general, pin-on corsages cost $20 and 
a wristlet costs $22.50. 

Ladies, since you are initiating this date 
and don't want your guy to feel left out, read 
here for a crash course on boutonnieres. Worn 
by the male on the lapel of his tuxedo, it can 
range from a simple style, like a single-
stemmed white rose, to a more elaborate ar-
rangement. Orchids are also very popular. 

Often, people will request purple, purple 
and white or rust colors for boutonnieres, and 
once again, the alstroemeria is an innovative 

BY ANY OTHER NAME 

A simple corsage of white 
roses can l>c the most elegant 
option for flowers, but don't 
forget to consider more 
creative choices as well. 

V . 

option. The most economical boutonniere will 
cost around $7.95 for a simple rose, and usu-
ally the top price is around $10.95. 

Despite all this talk of single and spray 
roses, in recent years the demand for bouton-
nieres, and especially for corsages, has de-
clined. 

'They seem somewhat out of style with the 
kids," said Village Greenery florist Richard 
Olejnicziak. "What has been happening is more 
students are deciding on cut flowers," other-
wise known as presentation bouquets, some-
thing they will not take with them to the dance. 

Students can opt for traditional cut flowers, 
like a bouquet of red roses. At the Village 
Greenery, their special price for a dozen red 
roses is $25. Long-stem red roses can range 
up to $55. 

If you abhor tradition and anything conven-
tional, a nice substitute for run-of-the-mill roses 
is a bouquet of assorted flowers. A European 
wrap might consist of gerber daisies and other 
fairly basic flowers. A tropical bouquet might 
contain birds-of-paradise, porteas and orchids. 

They can range from $5 to $50 or above 
depending on the size and type of flowers 
used. On average, most people spend from 
$25 to $35 for a presentation bouquet of mixed 
flowers. 

More important than cost or color is inten-
tion. Hand your date those flowers with a 
smile, and don't hesitate to give flowers to 
friends. 

Women shouldn't feel weird about buying 
flowers for men either! In the end, it's the 
details that count, so don't forget the flowers 
for Esperanza. • 

BODYMINDSOUL 

Quick Esperanza Facts: 
m Esperanza Cosmic Disco, will 
be held at the NASA Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center Nov. 10 
from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

• Grab a bite to eat before the 
dance — there will only be 
nonalcoholic drinks at 
Esperanza this year. 

• RPC will sponsor shuttles to 
and from the event. The first 
shuttle will leave the Sallyport 
at 9:30 p.m. The last shuttle to 
NASA will leave the Sallyport at 
1 a.m. The shuttles will return to 
campus every 30 minutes. 

• For those driving, there will be 
lots of free parking at NASA. 

• Tickets to the event are on 
sale through Friday at noon 
from your college's RPC 
representative. Tickets are $20 
per person before the event 
and $25 at the door. 

- f 

m 

campanile 
2001 

it's here, 
it's free, 
it's the 
yearbook. 

Pick up your Campanile. 
Club!Office 1-5, M-F 
(Second Floor, Ley Student Center) 

LIFESTYLES 3 
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corey e. devine 

affairs 
"Nice parties are formals. And they have bands that go with 
formals. Table cloths are white, the tuxes are black ... During 
the party people are politely drunk, they dance the skate and 
boogaloo in formals, and the floor is near empty during a 
cha-cha." —1968 Campanile 

ittle has changed in the 33 years 
since the 1968 Campanile so elo-
quently described the quintes-

sential Rice formal. No one knows anymore 
what the boogaloo is, but I'd bet the students 
of '68 had as much trouble dancing it as any of 
us would today — though blessed with brains, 
we Rice students are, for the most part, cursed 
with two left feet. 

Formals at Rice seem to be a bit of an 
obsession, something we look forward to ev-

ery fall and spring. They're yet another tradi-
tion that sets our school apart from other 
institutions around the nation. In fact, if you 
ask any of your friends at other big schools, 
they'll probably laugh and say something like, 
"Rice sponsors a dance? What is this, high 
school?" But for us, formals provide a chance 
to socialize with everyone else on campus. 
They give us a reason to dress up and get out 
of our rooms, away from our books and out on 
the town. 

As far back as any of us can 
remember, there have been 
Esperanza and Rondelet, but 
that wasn't always the case. 
Rondelet has existed for a while 
— since the '30s. It has always 
been one of Rice's biggest so-
cial events and, unlike today, 
used to serve as one of Rice 
Program Council's biggest 
money-raising events. Origi-

nally called 

COURTESY 1976 CAMPANILE 

THE VICIOUS ' 7 0 s 

Attendees at the 1976 
homecoming formal. 
Here's to the hope that 
bowties that large will 
never come back 
into style. 

CELEBRATE SLIDE RULES 

Leave it to Rice to celebrate 
engineering like no one else. 
Members of the Engineering 

Society sell tickets to their annual, 
and hugely successful ball. 

4 LIFESTYLES 
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COURTE SY 1939 CAMPANMf 

May Fete, the 
dance was a coronation 
for Rice's royalty. Of 
course, royalty is now se-
lected for homecoming, 
and the court often con-
tains inanimate objects like "" 
construction cranes or even 
ideas like apathy. Things 
have changed for spring 
formals, but bigger still are 
the changes the campus has 
seen in the fall. 

THE ENGINEER'S BALL 
Three years after the first 

Rice students matriculated 
(1915), the Rice Institute En-
gineering Society held its first 
meeting, and by 1949 it was 
the oldest organization still re-
maining on campus. Though 
the name changed over the 
years (the ball no longer ex-
ists), the goal was the same: 
to establish fellowship among 
engineering students at Rice. 
The link to anything social 
seems tenuous at best. Few 
people see engineering stu-
dents as party animals, but in 
1916 the Engineering Society 
proved us all wrong. 

To raise money for various 
banquets and get-togethers 
throughout the year, the soci-
ety decided, in the grand tra-
dition of Rice clubs of this era, 
to hold a campus-wide ball. At 
the time, homecoming festivi-
ties didn't include a formal, 
and the society saw its oppor-
tunity to hold the first official 
social function of the year. 
Thus the Engineering Society 
Dance was born. 

The first invitation for the 
event specified that it was to 
be held in "the Commons." 

ADMIT ONE 

Tickets to this year's 
l''.speran/i! — 

Cosmic Disco at NASA. 

apparently referring to the commons in what 
would later become Baker College. The dance 
had no official theme, but the 1916 Campanile 
reports, "The decorations were distinctively 
charming due to their originality, simplicity 
and appropriateness. Various and sundry sur-
veying instruments lined the halls, while an 
enormous slide-rule and several pieces of ma-
chinery hung at one end. thereby completing 
the decorative scheme." And who says engi-
neers don't know how to party? 

The ball changed names several times over 
the years — from the "Engineering Society 
Dance" to the "Engineering Society Formal" 
to simply "The Engineer" by 1949 — but the 
event remained the front-runner for social 
events on campus. Like most Rice formals, 
however, the event slowly degenerated into 
something less than formal. By the '50s, it 
wasn't uncommon to see attendees in drag 
instead of tuxes. No formal record of the ball's 
demise exists, but it seems that financial diffi-
culties had all but killed it by the early '60s. To 
compound the problem. Rice students cre-
ated a new, more formal formal in the home-
coming dance. 

HOMECOMING FORMALS 
The history of the homecoming formal 

isn't very well-recorded. In fact, up until 1968, 
you won't find a mention of the event in the 
Campanile or the lliresher. Both sources list 
homecoming festivities like pep rallies and 
bonfires but gloss over any formal or party 
related to the event. 

There was, certainly, some type of home-
coming dance by the early '60s, but Rice did 
not officially sponsor the events. Different 
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clubs would host dances and parties, but not in 
the same way RPC officially hosts Esperanza. 

As for the tradition of homecoming queens, 
it too has a somewhat mysterious history. 
Until the 7 0 s she was a she — that is, the 
homecoming queen wasn't a piece of machin-
ery or a traffic officer. 

There are some reports of early pranks. 
Rice News reports that in the late '40s a student 
wearing a gorilla suit unsuccessfully made a 
bid for queen. But the tradition of nominating 
nonhumans for queen caught on in the mid-
'70s. The biggest debacle surrounding the 
strange custom remains the election of Michael 
Grubbs (Baker '88). In 1988 he wanted to 
represent Wee in the Cotton Bowl Parade in 
Dallas as homecom-
ing queen. The Rice 
Athletic Department 
decided this was inap-
propriate and picked 
the female runner-up 
in the election to rep-
r e sen t the schoo l . 
G r u b b s was appar-
ently angered that he 
didn't get "a crown, 
s o m e r o s e s (or] a 
plaque" as did the nor-
mal, female winners of homecoming queen. 
Grubbs received wild publicity for being barred 
from the parade and even made an appearance 
on a nationally-broadcast CBS talk show to 
deliver his story. In the end he was allowed to 
attend the parade, but sadly only as the escort 
for the runner-up. 

Throughout all the Thresherreportsof scan-
dals over queens and debates over the safely 
of homecoming bonfires, there isn't any men-
tion of Esperanza as the formal homecoming 
dance. In fact, the dance didn't officially be-
come Esperanza until 1983. 

ESPERANZA EMERGES 
By 1983 RPC wanted to take control of the 

homecoming dance. The first Esperanza was 
held at the Stouffer's Greenway Hotel on Oct. 
29, 1983. 

The event wasn't called "Esperanza." In-
stead, "Esperanza" served as the theme for 
the Homecoming Formal. Esperanza means 
"hope" in Spanish, and the word had a double 
meaning for that homecoming dance. On the 
one hand, women "hoped" they would be asked 
to the event by eligible men. On the other, 
RPC hoped the dance wouldn't flop. To bolster 
awareness of the event, RPC gave away prize 
packages that covered the $20 per couple 
entry fee, a $60 dinner at an upscale Italian 
restaurant, a corsage and a tux rental. Unfor-
tunately, neither hope nor the prizes helped 
either group. 

Attendance was low. The theme was a flop. 
Finances were deep in the red. The following 
Friday's Thresherreyior\ei\ a loss of over $2,000 
(or the formal — leaving only $400 in the RPC 
checking account for the remainder of the '83-
'84 academic year. 

Alcohol expenditures were almost double 
what had been projected. The Thresher tabu-
lated the drinks per person ratio: "With 4(H) 
people in attendance, each person would have 
iiad to drink approximately four (mixed | 
drinks. In addition, the partygoers [would 
have had to have) consumed 200 bottles of 
beer and 120 glasses of wine." 

For the event to be saved, RPC had to find 
a gimmick, something to make Esperanza 
stand out from every other formal dance Rice 

offered. The following year, RPC unofficially 
pushed the event as a woman-ask-man, Sadie 
Hawkins - s ty l e a f fa i r , g iv ing t h e n a m e 
"Esperanza" a new meaning — perhaps there 
was hope for dating at Rice after all. Unfortu-
nately. in the following years the event never 
turned a profit, but it always came very close to 
breaking even. 

Some of the blame falls on lame themes, 
with "Chionophobia" (fear of snow) topping 
the rosters. What do you wear to a fear-of-
snow formal? What sort of refreshments do 
you serve? What kind of music do you play? 
Apparently, the organizers and student at-
tendees couldn't divine answers for those ques-
tions either. "Chionophobia" proved to be yet 

^ ^ Various and sundry surveying 
instruments lined the halls, while an 

enormous slide-rule and several 
pieces of machinery hung at one 

end, thereby completing the 
decorative scheme." 

another unsuccessful Esperanza. 
The event finally did turn a profit in 1997 

when record numbers turned out at the Hous-
ton M u s e u m of N a t u r a l S c i e n c e for 
"Casablanca" (another seemingly unrelated 
theme). 

About half of the student body showed up, 
and a small but laudable profit emerged. How-
ever. the evening wasn't as flawless as the 
planners led attendees to believe. 

No one had planned for 1,500 people to 
show up at the museum that night. In fact, 
students wandered into off-limits rooms, and 
the insufficient security was unable to corral 
them. 

Partygoers snuck food and drinks into the 
exhibits, and an unconfirmed report from the 
evening recounts one tipsy attendee throwing 
up into an excellent exhibit on the natural 
environment of the wooly mammoth. 

Planners kept the problems quiet, but the 
museum's director of special events has made 
it apparent in subsequent years that "Rice 
University is not invited to return" to the mu-
seum "for any such event." 

In the years since this incident, the goal ol 
Esperanza has been to draw students with 
bigger and better locations, such as the Rice 
Hotel, the Children's Museum and the NASA 
Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center (this year's 
venue). 

And though interest in formals has seem-
ingly languished, history has proven that in-
ventive Rice students will find ways to revive 
the fall formal year after year. 

The disappearance of the homecoming 
dance anytime soon is unlikely. People seem 
to enjoy getting decked out in their finest duds 
and presumably always will — whether we're 
celebrating the coronation of the 1980 Honda 
CVCC or Swamp Tiling seems to be of little 
importance to anyone at all. • 

A LITTLE TOO MUCH FUN 

On occasion. Rice students do 
have a little too much fun. This 

1990 partygoer didn't seem to 
mind, hut I can't help but 

wonder who helped him pick out 
those glasses? 
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Finding a great 
restaurant for the 
perfect Esperanza 
date can be 
daunting. 
Houston's dining 
scene is tull ot 
restaurants that 
promise a great 
meal but deliver 
nothing but hype. 
We chose 5 
restaurants that 
provide great 
meals at reason-
able prices. This 
year, try out our 
Esperanza ... 

mmmmm 

9424 DUNSTAN RD. • (7131 522-7602 

especially for a group over four 
SURROUNDINGS: The industrial-chic, 
loft-style ambiance oozes stylish 
sophistication — think Los 
Angeles with an Asian minimalist 
influence. Zinc-topped tables and 
concrete floors finish off the 
look. 
THE CROWD: Upwardly mobile 
twentysomethings jockey for 
preferred seating. (The ban-
quettes on the right when you 
enter offer a perfect view of 
everything going on in the 
place.) 

COSTS: Dinner for two with 
dessert should be around $50. 
WHAT TO ORDER: The sesame-
crusted ahi tuna is a winner for 
its crisp exterior and moist, 
substantial interior. Vegetarian 
options shouldn't be too much of 
a problem — try the vegetable 
moo-shu wraps with ginger rice. 
Benjy's interpretation of choco-
late cake a la mode is first-rate. 
NOTES: Benjy's is close to campus, 
so it makes an excellent choice if 
you don't have a car. 

Vallone's 2811 KIRBYDR. .(713)526-2811 

RESERVATIONS: Not required but 
strongly recommen ded 
SURROUNDINGS: One word: posh. 
Restaurant baron Tony Vallone 
aimed to mix the decadence of 
a '20s dinner club with his flair 
for the modern and eclectic. 
The brick and dark wood inte-
rior makes the restaurant feel 
substantial while fun. 
THE CROWD: 30-year-old lawyers 
and their dates. River Oaks 
matrons decked out in animal 
prints and Houston city coun-
cil members amicably share 
the space. Occasionally the bar 
gets a bit rowdy, but it's all in 
good fun. 
WHAT YOU'LL PAY: Dinner for two 
including dessert could easily 
nin up an $80 bill. 

WHAT TO ORDER: You're at a 
steakhouse, so why wouldn't 
you order a steak? For an in-
teresting variation, tiy your 
steak au poivre, and the chef 
will top it with a decadent 
creamy pepper sauce. For a 
starter, try the cone fries, ex-
cellent trench fries served Eu-
ropean-style in a paper cone 
with three yummy dipping 
sauces. Hie dessert tray is a 
study in decadence. Bananas 
Foster pie is a Southern spe-
cialty dessert not to be missed. 
NOTES: Don't bring a vegetarian 
to Vallone's. As the subtitle 
"steak, fish and chops" implies, 
you won't find many, if any, 
veggie options on the menu 
here. 
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Cafe Annie 
RESERVATIONS: A must 
SURROUNDINGS: Tasteful and substantial, the inte-
rior, though mildly reminiscent of the '80s (see 
checkered tile flooring), will knock you out The 
mahogany-paneled room exudes power and re-
finement 
THE CROWD: The mainstay of the Cafe patrons' 
wardrobe appears to be pinstripe. You'll bump 
elbows with Houston's well-fed, well-read and 
well-bred. Powerbrokers of various and sundry 
types man their "usual" tables, and a few less-
regular patrons celebrate birthdays or anniver-
saries. 
WHAT YOU'LL PAY: Cafe Annie ranks right up there 
with Tony's as a legend of Houston food culture, 
but if s almost more legendary for its prices. A 
dinner for two at Cafd Annie jue might cost you 
over $80. 
WHAT TO ORDER: You're paying a premium, so you 11 
want to choose your food wisely. The cinnamon 
roasted pheasant is a dish that can't be replicated 
anywhere else, and it offers a melange of flavors 
rarely found in a fowl dish. Signature southwest 
influence can be found in the decadent tamale 
stuffed with carne guisada. For dessert, try the 
uniquely interpreted tres leches. 
NOTES: As the most expensive of these sugges-
tions, Cafe Annie promises a night your date will 
never forget, but the atmosphere may seem a bit 
stuffy. If you don't have any knowledge of food, 
the menu can be confusing. 

1728 POST OAK BLVD.. (713) 840-1111 

La Griglia 2002 W. GRAY ST. • (713) 526-4700 

RESERVATIONS: Not accepted except 
for large groups 

SURROUNDINGS: Loud colors and sur-
real murals set the tone for your 

wood-burning oven and open kitchen 
keep the interior from being too over-
the-top. If it's a nice night, dine on the 
small patio outside the restaurant. 

dinner at La Griglia. The exposed THE CROWD: Yuppies dressed in expen-

sive, trendy apparel bordering on 
outrageous put I,a Griglia at the 
top of their weekly dining list. 
These are people with personal 
shoppers and Mercedes SUVs. 
WHAT YOU'LL PAY: La Griglia pro-
vides better-than-average dining 
at a reasonable price. Dinner for 
two will run close to $60. 
WHAT TO ORDER: If you stick to the 
patrons' favorite, the veal chop, 
you'll be safe. Of course, the fo-
cus of the restaurant is the sea-
food, so try the tuna steak. If 
you're vegetarian, there are sev-
eral pasta options for you, and the 
kitchen can cook up many of the 
non-vegetarian options in vegetar-
ian-friendly ways. The dessert tray 
is extensive if not always stellar. 
The chocolate creations are great. 
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1668 WESTHE1MER RD. • (713) 523-3800 

RESERVATIONS: Required 
SURROUNDINGS: Your heavenly 
surroundings are sure to 
please. Part of the charm of 
Mark's is its location — a 
converted church. Intricate 
tile work and gilt gold 
ceilings make the interior 
absolutely stunning. 
THE CROWD: People who know 
food know Mark's. If s not a 
power scene. If s not a see-
and-be-seen spot. Instead, 
people go here for the 
gastronomic delight. Most 
of the crowd is older and 
successful. 

WHAT YOU'LL PAY: Dinner here 
runs slightly less than 
Houston's most pricey 
spots, but the average 
college student's budget will 
feel the pinch of dinner for 
two at around $70. 

WHAT TO ORDER: I f I h a d t o 

pick one menu item to 
wholeheartedly recom-
mend, I'd tell you to pick the 
Kentucky bourbon-glazed 
pork tenderloin with 
molasses. Also, you won't 
want to skip the artistically-
inspired desserts. Any of 
them should please the 
most discerning of dessert 
aficionados. 
NOTES: Vegetarians should 
find something pleasing on 
the menu. The wait staff will 
make sure you have an 
excellent time pre-
Esperanza. 

COREY E. DEVINE 
P H O T O S B Y R E N A T A E S C O V A R 

w 
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Mlflll 
Perfect formal accessories 

All that glitters is fabulous for formal dress. 
From refined cufflinks to audacious bangles, 
nothing can make a statement or wrap up an 
ensemble quite like jewelry. 

Earrings, bracelets, rings, hairpins — for-
mal occasions present women the opportunity 
to play out childhood fairy princess fantasies. 
Try big hoops this season, and look out for 
Moulin /?0W£?-inspired ant iqued jewelry. 
Pearls, whether simulated or genuine, always 
look classic, but make sure pearl accessories 
match. Even "white" pearls come in a variety 
of shades. 

While diamonds may not be the best friend 
of a limited budget, costume jewelry provides 
big-bang glamour without breaking the bank. 
Crystal creations are affordable and versatile 
enough to stand in as inexpensive everyday 

ASHY FUN 

Rhinestone bracelets can be found at most 
department or specialty stores. Vintage 
cufflinks are an inexpensive way to dress up 
he average tux. 

diamonds as well as special-occasion sparkle. 
For cheap rhinestone baubles, try teeny-
bopper hangou t s like Claire's and After-
thoughts. 

Another option is vintage jewelry which, 
depending on where you shop, can run from 
very affordable (try Value Village or the Salva-
tion Army) to fairly expensive . Vintage 
brooches are especially fun—no matter where 
you look, you're sure to find plenty of 
kitschy designs from iridescent 
abstract domes to twinkling 
pink flamingos. 

Men's cufflinks also of-
fer an opportunity to 
play with fash-
ion. Formal 
c u f f l i n k s 

are ideal, but novelty links can add a touch of 
whimsy. (We're college students, we don't 
have to take th ings that ser iously yet.) 
Cufflinks.com offers a bevy of online oddities. 
Cactus Records also has a few choice designs. 

If you can't let go of your watch, try switch-
ing to a stylish pocket watch, or at least toss 
your wristwatch in your pocket. Formal dress 
was designed for the leisure class, so pre-

CARLY KOCUREK 

tend you don't have anywhere else to be. 
Have fun with your accessories. Fifty tuxes 

or little black dresses may look identical, but 
a one-of-a-kind choker or a pair of great 
cufflinks will help you stand out from the 
crowd. • 
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RENATA ESCOVAR THRESHER 

Fits like a glove: Finding the perfect formal 
:ARLY KOCUREK 

bUYING A FORMAL DRESS (or skir t 
and top. or pantset, etc.) is about 
as easy as buying a swimsuit. Be-
fore facing a flood of dresses de-
signed specifically to exacerbate 
whatever physical imperfections 

you're sure you have, there are some basic 
rules to know. 

First and foremost when buying a formal: 
Try it on. There is absolutely no excuse for not 
trying on your selected attire before you buy 
it. 

DAVID CHIEN 

Even if you are a perfect size 8. formal 
designs tend to run off. Expensive brands like 
to make sizes larger to make customers feel 
better about themselves, while heavily beaded 
designs tend to run small so that manufactur-
ers can skimp on expensive embellishments. 

Check return policies before you buy any-
thing. If you get it home, and realize you just 
bought out of desperation, you aren't going to 
be happy. 

After you try on something at the store, 
take it home, leave the tags on, wait a day or 
two, and try it on again. Find the rudest, blunt-
est friend you have and ask for their honest, 
no-holds-barred opinion. 

If they hate it, consider taking it back. If 
you're convinced you look fabulous, keep 
it. (If you find out you can't return the item 
after buying it, consider asking to have it 
put on hold so that you can return with 
someone to help you make a decision.) 

Also, if at all possible, try things on 
with the same foundations (slip, bra, 
pantyhose, etc.) that you would wear 
under the outfit for the actual event. 
Especially with close-fitting styles, 
seemingly minor factors, like a differ-

ent pair of pantyhose, can have a notice-
able effect on the way your formal fits. 

Minor alterations can be done on most 
pieces, but don't depend on alterations to 
make a too-tight skirt fit properly. Alter-
ations are most reliable for fixing things that 
are either too long or too big. 

When in doubt, go with a dress that gaps 
and have it taken in, rather than a tight dress 
that you hope can be let out. Alterations are 
often fairly inexpensive and can make clothes 

look as if they were custom-designed for you. 
When you do go shopping, have a game 

plan. Can you handle one marathon shopping 
session? Or should you space out your spree 
over a few days? 

If you are trying to save money, hit sale 
racks or consider resale for your dress (but be 
sure to carefully inspect for damage before 
buying) and try discount store shoes. 

Don't rule out wearing something you al-
ready have or perhaps borrowing something 
from a friend. You can always add new acces-
sories to change your look. 

You may want to consider a good "staple" 
dress, since it will be more of an investment 

than a one-shot expenditure. A simple, well-
made black dress can last for years and a 
change of accessories or the addition of a 
shawl can change the look completely. 

Of course, if you can find something you 
can afford, go with what looks good on you 
first, then look at trends. 

Styles this season are filled with dark 
flocked chiffon, black mesh overlays and dark 
bead work." 

Dramatic floral prints are also making a 
strong show. Strapless designs are still hang-
ing around, as are halter styles, but asym-
metrical hemlines have lingered on far pass 
their peak. • 

Come Worship With Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to worship, 

the study of God's Word, and fellowship. 
We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship services, as well as a 

college-level Sunday school class that is attended by many Rice University and Medical 
Center students and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in the class. 

We are located 2 miles west of campus, 6218 Auden between University and 
Rice. Free round-tr ip shuttle service is provided each Sunday morning leaving at 
8:15 AM and 9:15 AM from the Rice's Allen Center parking lot with return trips at 
11:15 AM and 12:15 PM. See www.wubc .org for more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:40 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 
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