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Epic Houston flood leaves Rice largely unscathed 
by Rachel Rustin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Friday night, June 8. Anight that will live in Paul Sutera and 
Josh Ginsberg's memories for a long time to come. 

It's the night high water trapped them in the Student 
Center. 

Sutera, associate director of the Student Center, and 
Ginsberg, a Wiess College senior, witnessed Tropical Storm 
Allison from the second floor of the RMC. 

Allison inundated the Houston area and the Rice campus, 
causing street flooding, and in the campus' case, creating a 
small lake surrounding the Student Center. 

When Ginsberg, Sutera and several KTRU DJs who were 
stuck in the student center were finally able to leave, the 
stories from the rest of the campus were just beginning. 

The Rice University Police Department had no phones, but 
Housing and Dining and Facilities and Engineering staff mem-
bers were already beginning the long process of surveying the 
damage and drying out the campus. 

While Tropical Storm Allison didn't have the official status 
other damaging storms have had, it certainly had plenty of 
force, and il did the damage to prove it. 

Damage to the Rice campus was minimal, and Risk Man-
ager Renee Block said the total property losses are estimated 
at less than $7 million. While the estimate is preliminary, it 
includes mechanical and electrical systems in basement areas, 
scientific 

equipment, damage to carpets, floors and furniture, and 
restoration and clean-up costs. 

In a letter to all undergraduates, President Malcolm Gillis 
said that "Rice has been at the forefront in studies of flooding 

See FLOOD, Page 11 

ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Tropical Storm Allison pounded Rice and the Houston area with days of rain and flooding. The Rice campus was mostly spared of 
the damage, but the wooded area behind the Ralph S. O'Connor House resembled a pond more than a forest. 

Beckford wins NCAA dash 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A relentless pursuit of perfection drives 
Allison Beckford. 

The freshman athlete had just done the 
near-unthinkable at the NCAA Outdoor 
Track and Field Championships May 30-
June 2 in Eugene, Ore. That Wednesday, 
the first day of the -meet, she qualified for 
the final of the 400-meter hurdles with the 
fastest time in the field. Thursday, she 
repeated the feat by being the fastest quali-
fier in the 400-meter dash, winning her 
heat in a career-best 51.50 seconds. Friday, 
she finished second in the final of the 400 
hurdles, an event in which she entered the 
meet seeded fifth. 

Bursting onto the national scene with 
such impressive per formances against 
fields full of Olympic-caliber competition 
would go to many athletes' heads. It didn't 
go to Beckford's, however — in fact, just 
the opposite. 

Regrets about a slow start and poor 
timing on the final hurdle blinded the fresh-

man to her accomplishments. Those who 
expected to encounter a jubilant Beckford 
after the race were in for a surprise, as her 
face was full of dejection and disappoint-
ment. 

"I feel as if I did nothing," she said. "I 
believe that was my race. First of all, I didn't 
get off to a good start. Then I caught them 
with about 100 meters to go, but on the last 
hurdle, I didn't charge it. I believe if I had 
charged it and went over with everyone, I 
could have caught them, but it was too 
late." 

Luckily for Beckford, the final day of 
competition, offered a chance for redemp-
tion in the final of the 400. She had only run 
the event a few times during the season, 
bift her win at the WAC Championships in 
a blistering 52.06 proved she belonged 
among the best. 

In fact, it proved she not only belonged 
among the best — she was the best. She 
jumped out to a good start, fought her \yay 
through a stiff wind, and powered down the 
final straightaway to win Rice's first-ever 

See BECKFORD, Page 17 

Mattel move-in date delayed 
by Rachel Rustin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Jan. 15, 2002 used to be the day Martel 
students thought they would be moving into 
their new college. 

Now, Jan. 15 is the date Rice will get a 
certificate of occupancy, allowing the process 
of moving in furniture and making the build-
ing inhabitable to begin. 

Damage to the Martel College construc-
tion site, including equipment, caused by Tropi-
cal Storm Allison totals between $2 million 
and $3 million. 

Project Manager David Rodd said the move-
in date for Martel has been pushed back to 
Jan. 28. 

The change comes as a result of Tropical 
Storm Allison's damage to the construction 
site, which needs replacement electrical equip-
ment in order to restore the building's power 
supply. 

Rodd said the new parts should arrive by 
September 18, and the construction should 
resume normally. 

However, Jan. 28 is more than a week after 
Jan. 15, the date the semester starts and the 
date Martellians were originally scheduled to 

be in their new home. 
Current target dates for opening Martel 

put the coordinator moving into her office Jan. 
22 and the servery serving its first meals Feb. 
18. . 

While the student suites should be com-
pleted Jan. 28, construction of many of the 
common areas of the building will lag behind 
so that more manpower can be directed to-
ward finishing the student suites. 

Rodd said there is little chance of these 
dates moving up, but that every chance to 
speed up the construction process will be 
taken. 

Developing a plan for housing Martellians 
for the first week of the spring semester has 
fallen to Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho, Housing and Dining Di-
rector Mark Ditman, and Martel Master Arthur 
Few. 

Camacho said they intend to have a plan 
ready by Orientation Week, and between now 
and then he will talk to Martel student leader-
ship and meet with Ditman and Few. 

Camacho said the plans will be designed to 
cause as little disruption in students' lives as 
possible. 

See MARTEL, Page 6 
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COURTESY EUGENIA WEISSFNBERGER 

Tearing down the house 
The old Hanszen College Commons is demolished to make room for a new Commons that will adjoin the new 
Wiess College Commons and Servery complex shown. See our construction update, Page 10. 
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COURTESY SEAN SCOTT 

In June, the women's relay team raced at the NCAA Championships. 

A&E Page 13 
Getting it "Made" 

SPORTS Page 16 
Seven Owls drafted 

Quote of the Week 

"There will be no more Jay and 
Silent Bob; it will from now on be 
brand new characters like Roy and 
Silent Bill." 
— Kevin Smith, discussing the end 
of his "New Jersey Chronicles" 
movies. See story, Page 13. 

As the summer winds 
to an end... 

This issue of the Thresher will 
be mailed to the homes of all 
current, graduated and incoming 
students. We will resume our 
weekly issues with a special Ori-
entation Week issue August 24. 

If you have graduated, use all 
that gift money to buy a subscrip-
tion so you can keep in touch 
with the Backpage. 
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Putting in overtime to 
do the job right 

The June flooding in Houston caused immeasurable dam-
age across the city, and those who call Rice home should be 
grateful to the Facilities and Engineering personnel who 
worked around the clock to ensure the safety and well-being 
of our campus. 

During the worst of the flooding, some preventive mainte-
nance crew members worked 48 hours straight doing such 
things as unclogging sewer drains and moving computer and 
electrical equipment to dry land, preventing further damage. 
Our community is lucky to have escaped relatively unscathed 
from this natural disaster, and we must remember that it was 
because of Rice's sound crisis intervention plans that emer-
gency crews were there at the right time to handle the 
situation. 

But now there is another situation at hand that needs to be 
addressed. Martel College's construction was adversely 
affected by flood damage, and the earliest possible move-in 
date for the ninth college has been delayed until Jan. 28, 
2002, a week after the spring semester begins (See Story, 
Page 1). 

What happens to the Martelians who signed leases at Holly 
Hall only through late December? And what about Martel's 
plan for recruiting a freshman class? Freshmen who decide to 
transfer would still need to live in their original college a week 
into the semester, so those beds may not be available for 
previously off-campus upperclassmen. Added to this is the 
confusion of moving while trying to shop for classes and buy 
books. 

Now, a month after the flood has come and gone, adminis-
trators still have not informed students how these situations 
might be addressed. Though not as immediately threatening 
as flood waters, this predicament requires us to act just as 
quickly and effectively to ensure that the construction of 
Martel stays on or ahead of schedule. 

F&E set an example when crews faced a crisis situation and 
took control. We ask that project managers, administrators, 
students and construction crews tackle the Martel situation 
just as effectively by working together. Moving in mid-year 
may not have been the ideal situation in the first place, but 
let's do our best to make it no worse than it has to be. 

Hiring administrators 
from inside the hedges 

Rice is always looking to make a name for itself in the 
world of top-notch universities, and often this necessitates 
hiring well-known faculty members from beyond the hedges. 
In selecting the new dean of Humanities, however, the 
administration made a good decision by hiring from within 
the ranks. 

Numerous recent improvements in the School of Hu-
manities reflect the newly named dean Gale Stokes' ability. 
Not only are more students taking a wider range of ianguage 
classes, but the programs themselves have also improved 
over the past year, during which Stokes acted as interim 
dean. Stokes' intention to continue improvements in lan-
guage instruction is commendable, despite the troubled 
history and eventual abolition of the foreign language re-
quirement. 

By the time Stokes leaves, he will have overseen the 
completion of the new Humanities building and the renova-
tions of Rayzor and Sewall Halls. These projects should have 
lasting effects on the quality of undergraduate humanities 
courses at Rice. We look forward to the other changes Stokes 
has in store for the Center for the Study of Cultures and the 
Kinesiology department. 

We commend the search committee for selecting a man 
whose commitment to Rice and its students is clearly estab-
lished. We hope Stokes' time as dean continues to progress 
by the same strides in the Humanities we've seen in the past 
year. We also encourage future search committees for all 
administrative positions to remember the dedication to and 
familiarity with Rice that so many of our faculty members 
exhibit. 

Do you know where the power lies? 

Driving suburban tanks just because we can 
T h e y s a y they're the new 
minivans. They say they're the new 
status symbol. They say they're un-
stoppable juggernauts capable of 
crushing compact cars 
like cereal boxes in even 
minor collisions. 

I'm talking about 
SUVs, of course, and the 
"they" in question is the 
consumer hive-mind of 
America. In just a few 
years, sports utility ve-
hicles have risen from the 
status of a lowly station 
wagon alternative to a 
weird combination of 
truck and flashy sports 
car. The obsession with SUVs (and 
their cousin, the pickup truck), even 
in times of high gas prices and en-
ergy crises, fascinates me, and 
makes me wonder where their al-
lure comes from. 

The answer can partly be found 
in another breed of mechanical 
beast: the military tank. If the SUV 
and pickup are cousins, then the 
tank is, at least in spirit, the great-
grandaddy of all of today's light-ar-

Robert 
Reichle 

mored passenger vehicles. SUVs 
may differ from tanks in many no-
ticeable ways (e.g. the lack of treads, 
cannons, periscopes, etc.), but both 

share the same philoso-
phy: Put as much metal as 
you can between you and 
the enemy and you'll sur-
vive. 

The term "enemy" ap-
plies to SUVs as much as 
it does to tanks, because 
these hulking vehicles 
foster a "kill or be killed" 
driving mentality. When 
you're towing over neigh-
boring Saabs and Impa-
las, it's only natural to feel 

a little superior. After all, you're just 
plain bigger. Is a VW Beetle going to 
mess with a Ford Excursion? Didn't 
think so. 

When you adopt the mentality 
that other people will move out of 
your way, you abandon a principle 
that many a driver's ed teacher has 
extolled in years past: the dogma of 
defensive driving. And even though 
the term has certain connotations 
that bring to mind little old ladies 

and idiots who stop at the end of the 
on-ramp to the freeway, it is in fact 
the courteous way to drive. 

But if courtesy were that much of 
a factor in the SUV craze, the phe-
nomenon would never have hap-
pened in the first place. I find it 
something of a discourtesy to hog 
all the gasoline, which is already at a 
high price, for gas-guzzling trucks, 
not to mention the added pollution 
caused by this consumption. Do 
people really need to use this much 
gas driving around town, or are they 
doing it simply because they can? 

There are valid reasons for own-
ing these vehicles, like hauling ma-
terials for work or actually utilizing 
the sports features by off-roading. 
But it bothers me that the ever-in-
creasi'rig SLTV-ownihg §̂ gttoetlW>f the 
population is buying the vehicles for 
reasons of style or aggression. I 
guess the whole phenomenon is just 
one of those stereotypically "greedy 
cowboy American" things that hap-
pens to be true for once. 

Robert Reichle is editor in chief and a 
Mess College senior. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Cohen House 
accusations unjust 
To the editor: 

On behalf of the current and former 
waiters, captains and headwaiters at 
Cohen House, the Rice University 
Faculty Club, I am writing to express 
our concerns to the Thresher regard-
ing the events that occurred earlier 
this summer that resulted in the early 
retirement of our manager of 14 years, 
Rick Gaido. As one of the headwait-
ers at Cohen House, and a good friend 
to several of the 17 English as a Sec-
ond Language students who were in-
volved in the controversy, I must ex-
press my dismay at the inaccurate 
portrayal of Cohen House as a racist 
institution. 

Gaido has been a friend and men-
tor to all of the students — under-
graduates and graduates, citizen and 
non-citizen — who have worked at 
Cohen House long enough to know 
him personally, and we all hold the 
utmost respect for him as manager. 
Because of the recent controversy, 
we fear that some people have un-
fairly raised questions about Gaido's 
integrity and reputation. We know 
him to be a truly good man whose 
generous spirit has pervaded the Fac-
ulty Club. 

As a result of a series of events that 
began on June 4, student representa-
tives of Rice Students for Global Jus-
tice wrote and distributed a letter on 
their listserv accusing the headwaiter 
and managers at Cohen House of 
"sexist, anti-foreign sentiments" 
which they claimed motivated the 

management to carry oute "distorted 
'ethnic cleansing"' of the wait staff. 
The RSGJ letter was based on only 
one visit to Cohen House, and on 
interviews conducted when the atmo-
sphere at Cohen House was charged 
with emotions, leading to exagger-
ated accounts. The consequences of 
distributing such a malicious state-
ment were far-reaching, and recently 
Gaido took early retirement. 

In tnith, it was Gaido's decision to 
begin offering jobs to ESL students, 
and to accommodate their unusual 
schedules. He encouraged an atmo-
sphere at Cohen House that fosters 
lasting friendships among people of 
different cultures. For this we must 
thank him: working under his direc-
tion at Cohen House has created some 
of the fondest memories we have of 
Rice. 

It is preposterous that Cohen 
House should be decried as a dis-
criminatory institution, or Gaido as a 
racist. To truly know the atmosphere 
at Cohen House, one must know the 
kitchen staff who have worked there 
for years, appreciate the traditions 
upheld under Gaido's management 
and respect, as Gaido does, the wait-
ers who return semester after semes-
ter because Cohen House is the one 
place they get to meet "different" 
people. I cannot express strongly 
enough the regret I feel at losing 
Gaido as manager of Cohen House, 
for he was unique in every way, and 
we will all miss him dearly. 

) . Emily Harris 
Brown '03 

Cohen House headwaiter 2001 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
u Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni 
must include their college 
and year. 
• Letters should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries and features should be 
phoned in to the Thresher at 
(713) 348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher at 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 
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Guest column 

Can KTRU break Big Radio's stranglehold? 
Radio isn't what it used to be. 

This is how the radio used to 
work: Stations would employ sev-
eral disc jockeys to sift through the 
available music and play 
the records they thought 
were terrific. The music 
director would guide the 
DJs' selections with a 
playlist, a number of 
songs that could be 
played by the DJs during 
their shifts. 

This is how radio 
works now: Big corpora-
tions own many stations 
in one market, which 
means there are national 
playlists. Record companies pay in-
dependent record promoters, con-
fusingly called "indies," to lobby 
for certain songs to be played as 
part of the playlist. The record com-
panies pay the indies, the indies 
pay the radio stations and bad mu-
sic sometimes tops the charts. 

In Houston, the most dominant 
of the major radio corporations is 
ClearChannel Communications. It 
owns The Buzz, 94.5; Rock 101, 
101.1; The Arrow, 93.7; Sunny 99.1; 
The Mix, 96.5; as well as News 
Radio AM 740 and Talk 940 for 
good measure. 

The result of all this consolida-
tion is that if you're a band lacking 
a record contract on one of the five 
big labels, your song will never be 
played on the radio. 

Radio didn't used to be an elabo-
rate network of commercials, 
where advertising professionals 
persuade you to listen to a song or 
a band because they're slickly pro-
duced, or because the lead singer 
is hot, or because you've just heard 
that stupid Staind song so many 
times that you can't help but want 
the album, just a little bit. 

If you're fed up with this corpo-
rate radio system, then Rice's own 
KTRU is a good place to start look-
ing for new music. I'd like to start a 
campaign for students to give 

Elizabeth 
Jardina 

KTRU a shot. 
It's a noncommercial station, so 

the financial pressures that have 
made so many radio stations so 

crappy don't apply to it 
Instead, its playlist is 
made up of albums the 
music directors think are 
terrific. 

Music is a matter of 
preference. Some of us 
love N'Sync; some of us 
love local garage punk 
bands; and some of us 
love both. The beauty of 
KTRU is it plays enough 
different music to satisfy 
your need for hard-

edged guitar riffs or sweet harmo-
nies while also playing music you 
wouldn't normally hear. 

But I know what any novice 
KTRU listener is going through; I 
myself am a novice. At first listen, 
the station can seem like some kind 
of mind-boggling cult where every-
body speaks in another language 
and looks down on us mere radio-
listening mortals with upturned 
noses. But listen for a while. You'll 
start hearing familiar songs and 
artists, and eventually, you might 
find something you love. 

KTRU doesn't have an official 
mission statement, but if it did, it 
would undoubtedly include an ob-
ligation to educate their listeners 
about the world of music. They're 
on the right track. But there's room 
for improvement. 

The Web site regularly has an 
updated playlist of albums. But go-
ing a step further and including a 
description of the genre of the al-
bum and three sentences about why 
it's worthy of the playlist would do 
wonders. 

Also, I've heard an idea tossed 
around for a weekly top-35 spe-
cialty show. In a couple of hours, a 
DJ could play one song from each 
of the playlist albums. It could be a 
weekly introduction to KTRU, giv-
ing folks who haven't listened to 

KTRU much a chance to figure out 
what kind of music they like. 

DJs don't announce song titles 
and artists often enough. If eight 
songs are played in a row, you're 
not going to remember which one 
you liked, or how they all sounded. 
Announcements every three or four 
songs wouldn't be too distracting, 
and they would help people' learn 
more about what they're listening 
to. 

KTRU concerts are a great idea 
—they bring rockin' bands to cam-
pus that you can see for free. The 
shows should be advertised with 
posters , notices on college 
listservs, and in the Thresher a 
couple of weeks in advance, though. 
Also, rather than just say "Rainer 
Maria's coming to the Grand Hall," 
a little description of what this mys-
terious band is would be very help-
ful to the curious but uninformed. 

Finally, if I ruled the world, the 
weekend specialty show lineup 
would be shaken up. Many people 
listen to the radio in the car, and 
students who live on campus usu-
ally drive the most on weekends. 
KTRU's weekend specialty shows 
are very long modern classical and 
jazz shows. These genres have a 
place on KTRU, but perhaps the 
weekends are not the times for 
them. Neither genre is easy to ca-
sually listen to, and when you're 
driving around on the weekends, 
flipping through radio stations, 
they can lead you to the false belief 
that KTRU only plays difficult and 
boring music. 

KTRU has an opportunity to 
make Rice kids unbelievably edu-
cated about cool music, and as it is 
the station is doing an admirable 
job. But if its mission is truly to 
educate, little changes could go a 
long way. 

Elizabeth Jardina (Will Rice '01), 
2000-01 Thresher news editor, re-
sides in Houston and can be reached 
at bisesi@alumni.rice.edu. 

Guest Column 

How to look past your 0-Week assumptions 
When I arrived on campus for O-
Week two years ago, I hoped no one 
would tell how much of a nerd I was 
in high school. I fled my huge-ass 
high school, determined 
to reinvent myself and my 
wardrobe and make some 
new friends on the way. 

I wanted to influence 
the way other people were 
going to think about me. I 
didn't want people to as-
sume that since I'm black 
I'm an athlete, because 
I'm gay I worship Ma-
donna, or that since I'm a 
Texan I chew tobacco and 
say y'all. 

Such assumptions are 
dangerous; they are often false and 
they hurt people. 

Uri 
McMillan 

I didn't want people to 
assume that since I'm 
black I'm an athlete. 

When someone in my college 
asks me if I'm on the track team 
because I have my running shorts 
and tank top on, I know they are not 
trying to offend me, but I am still 
hurt. If they assume I am an athlete, 
they probably did so because I'm 
black and also probably assume that 
I didn't earn my way into Rice 
through academics. 

However, I have to admit I'm 
guilty of making dangerous assump-
tions about others too. 

When I came to Rice, I assumed 

all the Asian students would only 
talk to each other and that all the 
Hispanic students would speak Span-
ish. I was proven wrong immedi-

ately. 
What if you want to 

know something, but are 
afraid it might be offen-
sive? Ask. 

I would much rather 
you ask me if I like collard 
greens then assume that 
because I'm black I do. 
Your Asian roommate 
would much rather you 
ask her if she identifies as 
Chinese, Japanese or Viet-
namese than assume she 
won't care what you call 

her. At the very least you will learn 
about some aspect of that person, 
whether it be your roommate or a 
close friend, that you did not know 
before. 

When I asked one of my black 
friends what nationality she identi-
fied herself as, I assumed she would 
say American since she was from 
Florida. I was wrong. Both her par-
ents were from the Caribbean and 
that is what she called herself. 

Later, at an ADVANCE meeting, 
we had plantains and she openly 
told me how they were a staple in 
her family's diet. If I hadn't asked, I 
wouldn't have known she thought of 
herself as Caribbean-American and 
how important this identity was to 
her. 

At Rice, you can join cultural clubs 
or sign up for their listservs even if 
you don't identify with that culture. 
If you want to come to a HACER 
meeting to learn how to salsa, no 
one will kick you out simply because 
you aren't Hispanic. 

Try to meet people you wouldn't 
meet otherwise. Everyone likes to 
say Rice students live in an insular 
world and don't venture "beyond 
the hedges" very often. Even if this 
is true, if we are more cognizant of 
the way we relate to other students 
while at Rice, we will be better off 
when we do eventually venture be-
yond the hedges. 

Uri McMillan is a Brown College 
junior. 

Screaming from a soapbox 

Pro-life vs. pro-life in 
the stem cell deba 
Admit it. There's nothing en-
dearing about a clump of cells 
frozen in liquid nitrogen. Still, 
these frosty embryos have fueled 
the recent fiery debate 
regarding stem cell re-
search. 

Soon, President 
Bush will decide 
whether or not to sup-
port federal funding for 
stem cell research. 
These stem cells must 
be removed from day-
old human embryos, 
raising more than 
enough ethical ques-
tions. 

Complicating the moral ques-
tions is the consensus in the sci-
entific commu nity that stem cells 
are prime candidates to cure dis-
eases like Parkinson's, 
Alzheimer's and other illnesses 
affecting at least 100 million 
Americans. 

According to Orrin Hatch, a 
Republican from Utah and tradi-
tional spokesman for anti-abor-
tion politics, support for stem cell 
research is the most pro-life posi-
tion. He is joined in rank by Re-
publican Senator Strom 
Thurmond and even Bush Cabi-
net appointee Tommy Thomp-
son, an anti-abortion Catholic and 
Secretary of Heath and Human 
Services. 

Don't think other conserva-
tives aren't standing strong 
against stem cell research. The 
Bush administration has been 
subject to the aggressive lobby-
ing of the Roman Catholic 
Church, anti-abortion groups and 
GOP leaders who believe the de-
struction of a human embryo is 
tantamount to abortion. 

Foes of stem cell research also 
point to promising research done 
with adult stem cells that don't 
require the destruction of a hu-
man embryo. Unfortunately, 
adult stem cells and stem cells 
taken from other sources such 
as umbilical cords aren't as prom-
ising as embryonic stem cells. 

Meanwhile, recent polls show 
that an overwhelming majority 
of Americans support stem cell 
research, with even Catholics and 
Evangelicals showing strong ap-
proval. 

Unfortunately, it looks like the 
pressures of Washington lobby-
ists and concerns of retaining the 
full support of Catholic voters 
might be the deciding factor for 
Bush. It seems that President 

Catherine 
Adcock 

v 

Bush's concession - he right 
might be fueled n by con-
cerns about political lortthan 
his own ethical con • ations. 

If Pre si; nt Bush 
were not t support 
federal fui ling for 
stem cellr. arch, the 
research »uld not 
stop. Rati:; it would 
be forced ii;io private 
channels no subject to 
government regula-
tion. Unfortunately, 
these private labs are 
not subject to federal 
regulations so the pos-
sibility of unethical re-

search is more likely. .Already, a 
lab in Virginia doing stem cell 
research has reportedly recruited 
donors to create embryos rather 
than use those already slated for 
destruction. 

In contrast to this irrespon-
sible and unethical practice, the 
research Bush is considering 
would be subject to strict guide-
lines to bar immoral practices. 
According to The Washington 
Post, "they would allow funding 
for research only on excess fro-
zen embryos left over from pri-
vate-sector fertility treatments, 
slated for destruction and ob-
tained with donors' consent only 
after the decision not to implant 
them." 

Further, the guidelines would 
restrict the number of embryos 
that could be used to source the 
stem cells. Scientists who are fed-
erally funded could only do re-
search on stem cells that were 
produced by other stem cells, 
not stem cells removed from em-
bryos. Therefore, an even fewer 
number of embryos would be re-
quired by the research, and a 
'market' for human embryos 
would not be created since there 
would not be a controlled de-
mand. 

President Bush should not let 
politics as usual be the deciding 
factor for him. Further, his sup-
port for the proposed guidelines 
would demonstrate the current 
administration's respect and con-
cern for embryonic life by pro-
viding a responsible outlet for 
stem cell research. More impor-
tantly, if stem cell research lives 
up to its promise, the lives of 100 
million Americans could be made 
substantially better. 

Catherine Adcock is opinion edi-
tor and a Martel College junior. 

the Rice Thresher 

I^eslie IJu, Robert Reichle 
Editors in Chief 

NEWS 
Rachel Rustin, Acting Editor 
Olivia Allison, Editor 
Mark Berenson, Asst. Editor 

OPINION 

Catherine Adcock, Editor 

SPORTS 

Rachel Rustin, Acting Editor 
Chris I .arson. Editor 
Jason Gershman, Asst. Editor 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Dalton Tomlin, Editor 
Angelo Zanola, Asst. Editor 

LIFESTYLES 

Corey E. Devine, Editor 

COPY 

Sarah Ainsworth, Editor 
Melissa Bailey, Asst. Editor 

CALENDAR 
Carly Kocurek, Editor 

BACKPAGE 
Alex Fay, Editor 
Adam Keith, Editor 
Joe Garland, Editor 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Rob Gaddi, Acting Editor 
Renata Escovar, Editor 
Katie Streit, Editor 
Laura Wiginton, Editor 

David Chien. Illustrator 
Adam Lazowska, Online Editvr 

BUSINESS 
Shannon Scott, Business Manager 
Robert Lee, Ads Manager 
Iindsay Roemmich, Asst. Business Manager 

Suzy Cox, Office Manager 

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University since 1916, is 
published each Friday during the school year, 
except during examination periods and 
holidays, by the students of Rice University. 

Editorial and business offices are located 
on the second floor of the Ley Student Center, 
6100 Main St., MS-524, Houston, TX 77005-
1892. Phone (713) 3484801. Fax (713) 348-
5238. E-mail: thresher@rice.edu. Web page: 
http://wu>w. ricethresher. org. 

Annual subscription rate: $50 domestic, 
$105 international. Nonsubscription rate: first 
copy free, second copy $4.11. 

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse 
any advertising for any reason. Additionally, 
the Thresher does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. Printing an 
adver t i sement does not cons t i tu te an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
pieces represent solely the opinion of the author. 

The Thresheris a member of the Associated 
C ollegiate Press and the Society of Professional 
J oumalists. The Th resher is an AC P All-American 
newspaper. And who pulls the strings? 

©COPYRIGHT 2001. 

" f 

mailto:bisesi@alumni.rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu


n 

THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, JULY 20,2001 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

by Rachel Rustin 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While the building may be the 
same, the programs inside Autry 
Court this year are going to be new. 

Assistant Dean of Student and 
Recreation Centers Boyd Beckwith 
said Autry Court — or the Rec Cen-
ter — should soon have extended 
hours, a system for reserving indi-
vidual rooms, be open for Orienta-
tion Week and have a slew of new 
programs ranging from underwater 
hockey to one-day dance classes. 

Beckwith said most of these pro-
grams should begin in the fall, with 
the rest will following in the spring. 

The Autry Court hours will be 
Monday through Thursday, 6 a.m.-
midnight; Friday 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 
noon-10 p.m. 

"We're hoping that the students 
are going to really start using it when 
they know they don't have to wear a 
uniform if they don't want to and 
they don't have to wait in lines for 
things," Beckwith said. 

Beckwith said he hopes to com-
bine the space of the squash and 
racquetball courts to make a new 
cardio room this fall semester. 

"It's important to Student Affairs 
that there be a huge change in the 
perception of what the Rec Center 
should be," Beckwith said. "Provid-
ing that cardio room is one of the 
ways to do it." 

Many of the new program ideas 
are coming from Assistant Director 
of Aquatic and Outdoor Programs 
Scott Wray and Assistant Director 
for Recreation Operations Richard 
Barnhouse, both hired this summer. 

In addition to these full-time staff 
positions, there are many new stu-
dent positions available. Beckwith 
said 50-75 students should be hired 
as lifeguards and monitors, as well 
as for positions in the equipment 
room. The equipment room will now 

sell memberships and supplies while 
offering a place to sign up for a wide 
range of recreational classes. 

Beckwith said the Rec Center will 
also be establishing an advisory 
council similar to the one in place for 
the Student Center. 

Barnhouse said Autry Court is a 
number of years behind the national 
standards but that the department 
will be able to increase its quality. 

"My main concern as assistant 

'It's important to 
student affairs that 
there be a huge change 
in the perception of 
what the Rec Center 
should be.' 

— Boyd Beckwith 
Assistant dean of student and 

recreation centers 

dean of Student and Recreation Cen-
ters is to improve the existing facil-
ity and its operation so that the num-
ber and quality of recreational op-
portunities can be increased," 
Barnhouse said. "This will go hand-
in-hand with the new programming 
initiatives that [Assistant Director 
for Recreations Programming] 
Daniel McMasters and the program-
ming staff will be implementing. In 
addition, one of the objectives is to 
bring students into the leadership 
and operation of the facility." 

There are also many changes 
occurring in the aquatic program, 
including an increase in the hours 
the Aquatic Center is open for sched-
uled activities. 

Wray said some of these new pro-
grams starting in September will 

include beginner's swimming les-
sons, lifeguard training classes and 
fitness swimming programs. 

Wray said he is also looking at 
more options such as SCUBA 
classes, dive-in movies, and a sys-
tem for allowing the colleges to 
schedule events at the pool. 

Wray said more lifeguards will 
be needed because of the increased 
hours the pool will be open. 

*The goal of the program is to 
increase the number of student life-
guards as well as head lifeguards, 
swimming instructors and program 
supervisors. In the past, lifeguards 
would show up to guard and have 
little interaction with other staff 
members. One of the biggest areas 
for change will be the development 
of a staff team where students will 
have the opportunity to develop lead-
ership skills in a positive, supportive 
environment," Wray said. 

Beckwith said he is aware of the 
limitations of the present facility. 

"We only have a limited budget 
and the facility is in such a condition 
that it would take a lot of money just 
to get it up to par," Beckwith said. 

The new Rec Center Web site is 
http//www. rice, edu/recreation. 

Beckwith said the new positions 
came about after Student Affairs took 
over the operations of Autry Court. 
Since Beckwith must now split his 
time between two facilities, Paul 
Sutera has been promoted to associ-
ate director of the Student Center 
and will deal with most day-to-day 
operations. 

"My hope is to be able to con-
tinue to move the Student Center 
forward and not spend all of my time 
on the Rec Center," Beckwith said. 
"Students can still rely on a Student 
Center that is centered on them." 

In addition to the new Rec Center 
employees, Vicki McMahan has been 
hired as the new Student Center 
reservationist and Mana Melendez 
has been hired as an office assistant. 

Students can now use 
direct deposit service 

The payroll office is now offering 
direct deposit service to students 
who receive checks for working on 
campus. 

Assistant Payroll Manager Gwen 
Aldridge said the office has had many 
requests for direct deposit over the 
years and she thinks students will 
take advantage of the opportunity. 

"We have always debated on 
whether we should or should not do 
it," Aldridge said. "So many students 
are now doing online banking that 
we thought it would be more advan-
tageous to the student." 

Interested students should go to 
the payroll office and fill out the 
required forms. Students who wish 
to deposit their check into a check-
ing account should bring a check 
from the account they wish to use; 
students wishing to deposit their 
check into a savings account should 
bring a routing number and account 
number from their bank. 

The deposit must be the entire 
amount of the check and can be sent 
to any one bank in the United States. 

It will take two payroll cycles for 
the deposits to begin appearing in 
the account. The payroll office will 
begin depositing checks after Ori-
entation Week. 

Students using the direct deposit 
service will still receive stubs that 
look identical to the check stubs 
currently received, except they will 
be marked 'void.' Students may ei-
ther pick up the stubs or, unlike 
actual checks, they can be mailed to 
the students. 

Aldridge said direct deposit is 
easier for the payroll office because 
they will not have to deal with lost, 
misplaced or forgotten checks. 

"It's easier because we have a lot 
of checks that get lost, misplaced or 
sent to the wrong place," Aldridge 

said. "In this case, it will just be the 
stub that gets sent to the wrong 
place and the check and the money 
will be in the bank." 

— Rachel Rustin 

Food and Housing 
changes Us name 

Food and Housing is now Hous-
ing and Dining, and Sammy's should 
become the RMC Cafe by the end of 
the month. 

"I think we do dining versus food 
and I think housing, over the years, 
has had a very high level of satisfac-
tion, so it's almost honoring what 
housing has accomplished," Hous-
ing and Dining Director Mark 
Ditman said of the name change. 

Ditman said the change resulted 
from an effort to improve the 
department's image. 

"Where we were five years ago 
versus now is a very different place. 
I think that the quality of the product 
is much higher, it's improved," 
Ditman said. 

Ditman said H&D is also improv-
ing the graphics on its Web site, 
which will continue to be http://wwu>-
fh.rice.edu until further notice. 

Sammy's is also getting a new 
look and name, with more menu 
items on the way. Assistant Director 
of Food Operations Rebecca 
Scheiner said she has been trying to 
gather Rice-related pictures to dis-
play in Sammy's servery. 

Chef Sean Lewis has added new 
soups, brownies and fresh daily veg-
etables to his menu, as well as im-
proved pizza. 

H&D is also working to establish 
a gift basket program, so parents 
can order gift baskets or birthday 
cakes throughout the year. 

"We've got a lot of work, but we're 
headed in the right direction," 
Scheiner said. 

— Rachel Rustin 

Come Worship the King! 

West University Baptist Church invites you to worship, 
the study of God's Word, and fellowship. 

Welcome to Rice University. Your participation with fellow Christians is an important part of 
your Christian life. We encourage you to become involved with other believers through one of 
the many fine campus Christian groups. Fellowship and worship with a local church is equally 

important, and we invite you to join us. We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday wor-
ship services, as well as a college-level Sunday school class that is attended by many Rice Uni-

versity and Medical School students and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served 
in the class, along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus, 6218 Auden between University Blvd. and 
Rice Blvd. Free round-trip shuttle service is provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 AM 
and 9:15 AM from the Rice's Allen Center parking lot. See www.wubc.org for more details, or 

* * call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:40 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 

http://www.wubc.org
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The following incidents were reported to the University Police for the 
period May 21-July 16. Items were omitted due to space constraints. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College May 23 

Will Rice House June 4 

Brown College June 20 

Academic Buildings 
Shepherd School May 24 

Herman Brown May 25 

Cox Building June 4 

Fondren Library June 14 

George R. Brown June 14 

Fondren Library June 14 

Space Science June 19 

Keck Hall June 21 

Anderson Hall July 6 

Other Buildings 
Greenbriar Building May 25 

Autry Court June 2 

Rice Memorial Center June 23 

Autry Court 

Reckling Field 

Parking Lots 
Allen Center Lot 

West Stadium Lot 

Allen Center Lot 

East Stadium Lot 

North Lot "E" 

East Stadium Lot 

East Stadium Lot 

West Stadium Lot 

North Lot 

Other Areas 
Main and Sunset 

College Way 

6100 Main St. 

July 3 

July 13 

May 25 

June 8 

June 9 

June 13 

June 18 

June 27 

July 1 

July 6 

July 11 

May 28 

May 29 

July 5 

Student reports items missing from 
his room. Items may have been 
removed by H&D. 

Two vehicles were broken into at the 
house. A small radio and some 
personal items were taken. 

Theft report taken for items stolen 
from a student's room. 

Report of three vacuum cleaners 
stolen. 

Report of stolen CDs & text books. 
Books recovered down the hall. 

Theft of money from a locked petty 
cash box. 

Theft of book reported by student. 
Student later called and advised 
that the book was recovered at 
Rothers Book Store at UH along with 
the subjects ID information. 

Report of books stolen. 

Visitor reports wallet stolen from 
library. 

Faculty member reports bicycle theft. 

Report of items stolen from lab. 

Theft of bicycle valued at $700. 

Doctor's office burglarized. Forced 
entry, nothing appeared to have been 
taken. 

Staff member reports male in field 
with dog killing kittens. Non-Rice 
person allowed his large poodle to 
attack and kill a cat. The subject 
was identified, issued a trespass 
warning and informed the incident 
was cruelty to an animal. 

A fire was started in the basement 
men's restroom trash bin. Fire was 
extinguished by a staff member. 

Theft of women's apparrel and 
women's and men's shoes. Total 
value is $1,390. 

Two stereos and a radar gun taken 
from building. 

Public intoxication. Officer observed 
vehicle parked in lot at stop sign. 
Driver asleep in reclined driver's 
seat. 

Contractor reports three burglarized 
vehicics, two with vehicle damage 
and one with $1,500 worth of stereo 
equipment stolen. 

Report of four vehicles burglarized. 
Three broken into, one attempted. 
Nothing taken 

Officer noticed a suspicious vehicle 
parked near hedges. Vehicle had 
been reported stolen by HPD. Driver 
was arrested and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

Caller stated that someone took the 
installed TV from his vehicle. 

Officers observed two subjects 
engaging in sexual activity. 

Burglary of motorvehicle. There was 
a second vehicle burglarized 
approximately six spaces down from 
the first incident. 

Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

Burglary of a motor vehicle. Items 
stolen later returned by two males 
who found the items at Shepherd 
and Bissonnet. 

Female jogger reported a man 
exposing himself. Complainant did 
not actually see subject expose 
himself so district attorney would 
not accept charges. 

Two-car minor accident at 
intersection of College Way and 
entrance into Stadium Parking lot. 

Vehicle traveling south on 
President's Drive. Vehicle's left front 
tire and wheel struck the curb, 
destroying seven shrubs. 

Rice researchers sue recording industry 
Professor and two students seek judgement allowing publication of paper 

by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Three Rice researchers, includ-
ing an undergraduate student, are 
engaged in a court battle against the 
recording industry. 

In early June, Computer Science 
Assistant Professor Dan Wallach, 
Will Rice College junior Adam 
S tubb le f i e ld and B e n j a m i n 
Swartzlander, a former graduate stu-
dent in computer science, formed 
part of a group of researchers that 
filed a lawsuit against the Recording 
Industry Association of America and 
the Secure Digital Music Initiative. 
The lawsuit asks a federal judge to 
rule the group's First Amendment 
rights allow it to present its research 
at a conference in August. 

Last fall, the researchers took 
part in a public challenge sponsored 
by the SDMI, an umbrella organiza-
tion representing copyright holders 
of music, companies who manufac-
ture music playing devices, and vari-
ous technology firms. One of the 
main goals of the SDMI is the pre-
vention of the unauthorized repro-
duction of digital music. 

The SDMI challenged partici-
pants to remove digital watermarks 
from music files. A digital water-
mark is a marker in a digital music 
file that tells a music-playing device 
what can be done to a song — 
whether it can be copied, played or 
ripped into MP3 form. 

The Rice group succeeded in re-
moving the digital watermark, and 
decided to present its findings at a 
conference in April rather than ac-
cept a prize from SDMI and sign a 
non-disclosure agreement. 

Two weeks before the confer-
ence, the researcers received a let-
ter from the RIAA suggesting they 
not present the paper. According to 
the letter, such a presentation would 

violate the Digital Millennium Copy-
right Act, a federal law that makes it 
illegal to study certain technologies, 
even for academic pursuits, without 
the permission of the holder of the 
technology. 

The day before the conference, 
the research group decided to with-
draw its paper due to the threat of 
legal action. 

On June 6, the professors and the 
USENIX Association, an organiza-
tion that represents thousands of 
computer researchers and pursues 
the free exchange of academic infor-
mation through its conferences, filed 
a lawsuit in the United States Dis-
trict Court in New Jersey. 

"In a brazen attempt to squelch 
Plaintiffs' research, the private De-
fendants threatened to sue, claim-
ing (among other things) violations 
of the Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (DMCA) — even though they 
had specifically authorized Plaintiffs 
to attack their technologies," the 
complaint says. 

The legal effort is led by the Elec-
tronic Frontier Foundation, a civil 
liberties organization that aims to 
protect rights in the digital world. 

Wallach said the r e sea rche r s 
asked the EFF for help because of 
its expertise. 

"They've got the exper ience, 
they've got the cash, and they're 
committed to taking the case as far 
as necessary to defend our right of 
free speech," Wallach said. 

Among other things, the lawsuit 
asks the federal judge to deem the 
DMCA unconstitutional because it 
violates the First Amendment. 

According to Wallach, the goal of 
the case is to ensure researchers are 
not limited from presenting papers 
on any topic. 

"The big goal of filing the lawsuit 
is not only to gain an unequivocal 
statement that we can publish this 

What courses will you 
take this fall? 

Are you unsure of 
what you want to study? 

What if you mess up? 

The answers are easier 
than you might think ... 
and we are here to help! 

OFFICE OF 
ACADEMIC ADVISING 
713.348.4060 
aadv@rice.edu 

one specific paper, but that we can 
freely publish work in the future 
without being subject to prior re-
view or other forms of control from 
the affected companies," Wallach 
said. 

In the court-filed complaint , 
Wallach plans to study aspects of 
the SDMI Challenge and research 
new technologies that make ripping 
audio CDs more difficult. 

"Professor Wallach is concerned 
that both of these projects will be 
subject to threats and other chilling 
effects due to the DMCA," writes 
the attorney for the researchers in 
the complaint. 

However, a few weeks after the 
complaint was filed, the lawyer rep-
resenting the recording industry 
wrote a response to the judge claim-
ing the complaint has no basis. 

"The RIAA and SDMI have ex-
pressed to [the researchers] as di-
rectly, unequivocally and plainly as 
possible the fact that neither the 
RIAA nor the SDMI will file any 
lawsuit over the [researchers'] schol-
arly papers identified in their com-
plaint," wrote the attorneys for the 
RIAA. 

Wallach said the overarching 
goals of the lawsuit render the RIAA's 
plans to sue or not over this particu-
lar paper irrelevant. 

Wallach said negotiations have 
occurred between the researchers 
and the RIAA and SDMI; he refurerl 
to comment, however, because the 
negotiations are ongoing. 

"It is our view that entangling the 
court in emergency relief and pre-
liminary injunction motions at this 
date will simply burden the court 
and counsel unnecessarily," wrote 
the lawyers for the RIAA. 

The researchers hope to be able 
to present their findings at a IfSENIX 
conference in Washington in late 
August. 
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Camacho to announce Martel housin 
MARTEL, from Page 1 

"We have to give the students 
plenty of time so they can make 
arrangements and accommoda-
tions and that type of thing," 
Camacho said. "We want to make 
sure the Martel students feel tlTat 
we are trying to do all we can to 
make that transition really 
smooth." 

Camacho said input from stu-
dents is a critically important piece 
of information in figuring out what 
to do because of the construction 
delay. 

"We really need to get as much 
student input from the Martel stu-
dent leadership as we possibly can," 
Camacho said. 

The underground storage facili-
ties of the building are not sched-
uled to be completed by winter 
break, meaning Martel students will 
not be able to store their belong-
ings in the building over winter 
break, no matter where they will be 
living. 

•The extreme case is that we have 
another flood and forget it, you're 

not moving in there next year," 
Ditman said. "In that case, what I 
would say is that Holly Hall has said 
they will allow people to roll through 
the whole school year if they want 
to." 

Ditman said if students move into 
Martel before the servery is com-
plete, food service will not be a prob-
lem. Ditman said Rice Catering has 
the capability to feed Martel stu-
dents three meals a day without a 
kitchen for "an indefinite period of 
time." 

He said Martel students would 
not be forced to eat at other col-
leges, although they may have to do 
so during the weekend. 

Few said he does not regret plan-
ning to open the college at the se-
mester break. 

"[The delay] makes it somewhat 
more difficult, but [relocating in 
January] allows the Martel Commu-
nity to form prior to moving into the 

'building. 
"Imagine the greater difficulty 

that would be encountered if the 
scheduled opening date was O-Week 

and a flood caused a two-week delay 
in that schedule. There are some 
advantages to opening at semester 
break, we just have to work a lot 
harder to get everything organized," 
Few said. 

'People can rest 
assured that [students' 
academic welfare] will 
be the final 
consideration. Not how 
to resolve it the most 
economical way ' 

— Mark Ditman 
Housing and Dining director 

Ditman said students' academic 
welfare will be the most important 
consideration in the process of de-

veloping a plan. 
"People can rest assured that [stu-

dents' academic welfare] will be the 
final consideration," Ditman said. 
"Not how to resolve it the most eco-
nomical way, but how to resolve it so 
that the students involved don't suf-
fer academically. 

"The university will do what it 
needs to do. I can't think of any 
instance in which the university 
didn't step up and do what it needed 
to do. I think the guiding principle 
is not to disrupt people's studies. I 
think there's a point in time where 
people are so invested in their aca-
demic work that you can't move 
them." 

Camacho said he agreed that the 
focus of discussions would be on 
how to make the process the easiest 
on the students. 

"The most important message is 
that we are going to do all we can to 
help the students so their lives aren't 
at all disrupted," Camacho said. 
"Whatever it takes to make the tran-
sition as smooth as possible is what 
we are going to have to do." 

GRADUATING SENIORS AND GRAD STUDENTS! 

C AMPUS 

RECRUITING 

ORIENTATION 
mandatory sessions 

August 29 

August 30 

August 31 

4:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

4:00pm & 7:00 pm* 
(7:00 pm for grad students only) 

4:00 pm 

All sessions to be held in Farnsworth 
Pavilion 
Attendance at one session required to 
participate in on-campus recruiting 

For more info: Call Career Services at 713/348-4055 or email 
plac@ruf.rice.edu 

mailto:plac@ruf.rice.edu
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Gale Stokes named dean of Humanities 
by Olivia Allison 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a year as the interim dean of 
Humanities, History Professor Gale 
Stokes was selected for a two-year term 
as dean of Humanities in late May. 

Stokes said he has many plans for 
the School of Humanities, including 
adding Hindi to the list of language 
courses offered and improving lan-
guage instruction and the Kinesiol-
ogy and Education Departments. 

Stokes said he thinks language 
instruction was changed for the bet-
ter by adoption of the language re-
quirement last fall, although it was 
abolished early last semester. He 
said the school made many improve-
ments to its resources in prepara-
tion for the requirement, and these 
will continue to benefit students. 

"The language requirement... has 
really done a lot for the instruction 
of languages at Rice," Stokes said. 
"Because of the knowledge that the 
requirement would be coming, there 
was terrific improvement. The whole 
outcome of the process is a marked 
improvement. 

"It was a trying experience go-
ing through all that ... but on the 
balance, I'm not sorry we tried and 
I'm not sorry the requirement went 
away." 

Beginning this fall, former Yale 
University professor Gautami Shah 
will teach a first-year Hindi language 
course. She will begin a second-year 
Hindi course next fall and a third-
year course the following year. 
Stokes said Hindi and Swahili are 
the language courses most often re-
quested by students, though he said 
it remains to be seen whether Swahili 
will be on the agenda this fall. 

Stokes suggested adding a "lan-
guage-rich track" in some majors, 
such as history and religious stud-
ies, to recognize students with those 
majors who have chosen to study 
languages to improve their knowl-

edge of the subject. He said the 
School of Humanities would be dis-
cussing the option this fall. 

Additionally, Stokes suggested es-
tablishing undergraduate scholar-
ships for students who decide to study 
abroad, especially in a country where 
English is not the primary language. 

'We knew what he had 
done and had seen him 
as interim. Right from 
the beginning, he was a 
very strong candidate.' 

— Alan Matusow 
History professor 

He said he would like to continue 
to improve the Lar^iage Resource 
Center, which he said has transformed 
technology in language instruction, 
and the Center for the Study of Cul-
tures. Stokes said the Center for the 
Study of Cultures sponsors 40-50 
events each year, ranging from speak-
ing invitations to professors from other 
universities to holding conferences. 
Although undergraduate students are 
not very involved in them, Stokes said 
these events improve humanities 
courses for everyone. 

"(These events] increase intel-
lectual stimulation and excitement 
about the Humanities on campus," 
he said. "And they increase liveli-
hood in undergraduate courses." 

Stokes said theater instruction has 
improved over the past year through 
the hiring of Rice Players director 
Mark Ramont and assistant director 
Trish Rigdon. Stokes said because of 
the number of courses now offered. 
Rice students can qualify to go to 
theater graduate school. 

Stokes said he requested only a 
two-year term as dean because he is 
considering retirement, although the 
term might be extended. However, 
he said he wants to remain dean until 
the current building projects for the 
School of Humanities, such as Rayzor 
and Sewall Halls, are completed. 

Provost Eugene Levy selected 
Stokes from a list of four candidates 
recommended by a search commit-
tee chaired by History Professor 
Alan Matusow. 

Matusow said Stokes was a natural 
choice because of his performance as 
interim dean. 

"In the interim, we thought he 
did spectacularly well," Matusow 
said. "We knew him, we knew what 
he had done and had seen him as 
interim. Right from the beginning, 
he was a very strong candidate." 

Matusow said Stokes' colleagues 
have respect for his leadership be-
cause of his scholastic achievements. 

"One of the things about Gale is 
that he has an excellent scholarly 
record, and you have the respect of 
your colleagues for your scholarly 
accomplishments," Matusow said. 

Levy said although Stokes was 
his first choice for the position, 
Stokes' request for a shortened term 
put him at a disadvantage in the 
selection process. 

"He was working from a disad-
vantage originally by agreeing to 
only take the position for a couple of 
years," Levy said. "We didn't want to 
run out and do another search just 
two years after this one." 

However, Levy said Stokes re-
mained the "ideal candidate" because 
of his commitment to the university. 

"He still understands the univer-
sity as well as anyone on campus, 
and he has a great love for this insti-
tution," Levy said. "In every instance 
he deals with people well ... and he 
thinks about the interests of the uni-
versity uppermost in his mind, so he 
is an ideal person." 

THE 
(Rice gympRonic ^ancf 

cordially invites you to attend... 

our first rehearsal... 

Thursday, August 30,2001 
4:00 to 5:30 PM - Rice Bandhall 

(Marion Hicks Kitchen basement) 

plays the finest in concert wind 

literature, with concerts twice each semester. 
Membership is open to all wind players and 
percussionists in the Rice community. Place-
ment will be determined by auditions held early 
in the semester. Fall rehearsals are Thursdays, 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m., and expand in the spring 
semester to Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. For more information, contact the 
Director of Bands, Dr. Robert Cesario, at: 

E-mail: themob@rice.edu 
Call: 1-800-WHY-RICE (949-7423) 

or in Houston (713) 3 4 8 - 2 3 4 6 
Web Site: http://mob.rice.edu 

c. 

A weekend at 
Residence Inn gives your 

relationship room to grow. 
What makes Residence Inn the perfect getaway for couples? Is it the spacious, well-appointed 
suites (with many fireplaces) or the pool and heated spa? We'll let you decide. To learn 
m o r e or to m a k e a r e s e r v a t i o n , v i s i t r e s i d e n c e i n n . c o m or call 800-331-3131. 

Inn 
L 

Room to work, room to relax, 
room to breathe. 

(Just a mile away from the Rice campus) 
7710 Main Houston, TX 77030 

www.residenceinnhoustontx.com 

mailto:themob@rice.edu
http://mob.rice.edu
http://www.residenceinnhoustontx.com
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Cleaning his plate 
Lead Custodian Mike Polk enjoys a meal at the luncheon at the end of 
the Cleanology course offered at Rice during June. The educational 
program in cleanology, the study of cleaning, offers a basic program, 
as well as levels of certified and registered status. 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
F A M I L I E S W E E K E N D 2 0 0 1 
U N I Q U E - D I V E R S E - U N I T E D 
THURSDAY, OCT 4 - SATURDAY, OCT 6 
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Hey, Graduates! 

Want the 2000-01 Campanile 
sent to you next fall? 

Send your name, permanent 
address and a check for $7.50 
payable to the Campanile to: 

CAMPANILE MS-526 
PO Box 1892' 

Houston, TX 77251 

Questions? Email yearbook@rice.edu 

Students, Cohen House resolve conflict 
by Olivia Allison 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Seventeen foreign students who 
came to Rice to learn English this 
summer also got a crash course in 
American labor rights after a con-
flict with Cohen House helped them 
meet two of Rice's student activists 
and a union organizer. 

All but one of the students hired 
by Cohen House as temporary work-
ers at the beginning of the summer 
were told June 4 that the restaurant 
was overstaffed, and that their hours 
would be drastically reduced. 

All 17 students were participat-
ing in the Intensive English Pro-
gram through the School of Con-
tinuing Studies. The program offers 
six seven-week sessions per year, 
one session per level of the pro-
gram. While the program's Web site 
states that the goal is for foreign 
students to complete the program 
by studying at Rice for an entire 
year, most students attend only two 
or three sessions. 

Other students who had been 
promised jobs were informed that 
Cohen House would not be able to 
employ them at all this summer. 
While it might be expected that all 
the current student employees' hours 
would have been cut equally, Wiess 
College junior Miles Rodriguez, who 
worked with the ESL students in ne-
gotiations, said only the ESL students' 
hours were reduced drastically. 

Headv liter Rick Gaido told the 
students they would no longer be 
placed on the regular lunchtime 
schedule, but they could work at the 
restaurant's special events. A letter 
written by the 17 ESL students stated 
that the special events often lasted 
until at least 1 a.m., which they saw 
as a sign that the restaurant was 
tiying to exploit the foreign students. 

Because the students believed 
they had been unfairly targeted for 
the restaurant's downsizing, they 
wrote to the Rice Students for Glo-
bal Justice listserv June 7. 

Two students on the listserv, 
Vivek Mittal 0<>nes '01) and Wiess 
College junior Miles Rodriguez, be-
gan working with the students to 
negotiate with Cohen House man-
agement. 

'I'm sure there are 
other abuses but you 
just don't hear about 
them. [The 
management at Rice] 
will have to think twice 
about what they're 
doing.' 

— Vivek Mittal 
Jones '01 

On June 11, the ESL students 
wrote a letter to Cohen House man-
agement saying they felt "discrimi-
nation was involved and [they] were 
fired because [they] are foreign stu-
dents." 

The letter also claimed that when 
one of the ESL students asked Gaido 
if they had been fired, he replied that 
they had. 

The letter also states that Cohen 
House hired four new employees 
the day they fired the ESL students. 
Rodriguez said the reason the res-
taurant was overstaffed was because 
it had promised some jobs to high 

school students and current Rice 
students. 

When the ESL students were 
taken off the regular schedule, they 
were worried about getting another 
new job, Rodriguez said. 

Since students in the Intensive 
English Program are responsible for 
finding and paying for their own 
housing, they would have had to 
find another job. However, the stu-
dents could only look for a job on 
campus because they had student 
visas, which limit them to working 
on campus. 

Housing and Dining Director 
Mark Ditman suggested a meeting 
on June 12 between himself, the 17 
s tudents , Assistant Human Re-
sources Director Colleen Dutton, 
Rodriguez and Mittal to discuss the 
situation. 

T h e day of the m e e t i n g , 
Rodriguez and Mittal were work-
ing on the Justice Bus operation 
with the AFDCIO, where they dis-
cussed the problem between the 
ESL students and Cohen House 
management. 

By the t ime Rodriguez and 
Mittal went to the meeting with 
Rice administrators that day, AFL-
CIO union organizer Linda Morales 
had agreed to attend the meeting 
and assist in negotiations with the 
administration. 

In their letter to Cohen House 
management, the students said they 
did not want their jobs at Cohen 
House back, but only wanted an apol-
ogy for being unfairly fired. Morales 
convinced them to request to be re-
hired bec4Use they could only im-
prove conditions at the restaurant 
by working there. 

"I told them, 'Don't let them tell 
you what to do,"' Morales said. "It's 
better to be inside than outside look-
ing in in this type of situation.... We 
don't advise people to quit their jobs. 
We advise people to stay in their 
jobs and make it better." ... 

At the meeting, Ditman claimed 
the students had not been fired, but 
that the students' hours were only 
reduced because the restaurant had 
too many employees. 

"Cohen House reached a point 
apparently where they realized they 
were overstaffed," Ditman said. "And 
so the ESL students understood that 
they had been fired.... They weren't 
fired, but their hours were certainly 
reduced." 

Ditman and Dutton blamed the 
situation on a miscommunication in 
the management at Cohen House. 

"Unfortunately, information was 
not well communicated about the 
amount of work hours available," 
she said. "[Housing and Dining] 
management took responsibility for 
this miscommunication and acted 
appropriately in addressing and cor-
recting the situation." 

The students received their jobs 
back and were compensated for the 
period of time they had been out of 
work. Each student was also prom-
ised an apology for the incident. 

As of press time, none of the stu-
dents had received an apology, but 
they had received the back pay the 
restaurant owed them. 

Mittal and Rodriguez said they 
felt the situation was handled well 
by Ditman because the students' de-
mands for re-hiring: back pay and an 
apology were met. 

"They were as accommodating 
as they could be," Mittal said. "They 
frankly admitted their mistake." 

At least two of the students turned 
down the jobs, and most of the stu-
dents' sessions at Rice are over now. 
Still, Mi-Yang Kim, one of the ESL 
students, sent an e-mail to the RSGJ 
listserv, praising them for their help 

but reiterating the need to keep work-
ing in cases like this one. 

"It means that we actually won, 
and corrected unfairness in some 
ways," she wrote. "With the feeling 
of happiness, we should remember 
what we learned from that, and the 
fact that there are still lots of [injus-
tices makes] us depressed." 

Morales said she did not think 
the university was giving the ESL 
students a complete story about what 
happened. She said the problem was 
not entirely the headwaiter's fault, 
as Ditman claimed. 

'Cohen House reached 
a point apparently 
where they realized they 
were overstaffed. And 
so the ESL students 
understood that they 
had been fired. They 
weren't fired, but their 
hours were certainly 
reduced." 

— Mark Ditman 
Housing and Dining director 

"At some point, if you're going to 
let 17 to 20 people go, somebody up 
above has got to know," she said. 

Mittal agreed, saying he thought 
the students were fired intentionally. 

"Regardless of who did it, we be-
lieve it is indicative of discrimina-
tory attitudes and beliefs," he said. 
"Seventeen to 18 ESL students be-
ing fired from the workforce is 
enough alone for me to think of dis-

SHSSS 
Ditman said the ESL students 

are important to Cohen House, and 
he hopes the incident will not dam-
age the relationship between ESL 
and the restaurant. 

"The real important thing to me 
at this point is that the ESL students 
are a real important labor source for 
Cohen House," he said. "It's a great 
partnership and the most important 
thing to me at this point is that we 
come out of it with a positive rela-
tionship with ESL We want and need 
the students to be a part of Cohen 
House." 

Rodriguez said the incident has 
increased RSGJ's commitment to 
labor rights issues in the campus 
community, especially regarding 
Rice students. 

Rodriguez said because he en-
joyed working on this case, he will 
be working with the Harris County 
Central I.abor Council to set up a 
youth division of the council. The 
youth division would allow younger 
Houstonians to participate in labor 
rights issues. 

Mittal said he believes this inci-
dent is not an isolated one in the Rice 
community. He said he hopes the 
successful negotiation will help the 
victims be more aware of their rights 
as workers, and will make the ad-
ministration and managers on cam-
pus more careful about the way they 
treat their employees. 

"I'm sure there are other abuses 
but you just don't hear about them," 
he said. "[The management at Rice] 
will have to think twice about what 
they're doing, and we can bring some 
heavy-hitting players to the table, 
like union organizers like Linda 
Morales." 

write for the thresher. 
or else well write about xou 

mailto:yearbook@rice.edu


* ywwiwf'vt 

THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, JULY 20,2001 

m 

r s ' i ' i ' i 

w>w/y/s7&'wv.«< 
' 

i••.••• V y 

O B J E C T I V E : 

\ 

: • :•••,•• • •• •••:, :•••• 
••• '•' .'•.•:••• •••:- ••:•• ••••••• 

<v s •.'.••• r.fyA jVj/, >. 

!£• 

IT SAYS MORE 
ABOUT YOU THAN YOUR 

RESUME EVER WIEL. 
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Lease a vehicle that makes a powe- tV statement 
about you to potential employers (and inspires 
envy among friends and co-workers,) 

( — 

E X P E R I E N C E : LOWER RATES 

• Pay 30%-40% less per month than conventional 
loans. (We work with lots of lenders.) 

• Put no or low money down. 
Eliminate negative equity on trade in. 
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M O R E OPTIONS 
' • . • • ' 

• Find the car that's right for you—virtually any 
new or used vehicle. 

• Select from a broad range of mileage 
lease options. 

• ••••• * ; • < 

• Choose from 2-5 year leases. 
• Establish much-needed credit. 

g| : 
W&m 

LESS HASSLE 

• Don't worry about haggling or 
high-pressure sales. 

• Reduce the amount of time it takes to 
get your vehicle. 

• Tailor a leasing plan to your specific requirements. 
• Acquire financing quickly, right over the phone. 
• Accept delivery of your vehicle right at your door. 
• Qualify for our best rates if you're a 

graduting senior, (most do.) 
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REFERENCES: Yes, tell your friends about us. 

CALL US AT 8 0 0 - 4 9 8 - 7 9 5 9 OR VISIT OUR 

WEBSITE AT WWW.PROLEASE.NET 
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i Opinions. 

Backpage. 
They all need someone to write them. 
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thresher@rice.edu 
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LAURA WIGINTON/THRESHER 

Above: The water from Tropical Storm Allison caused enough of a delay In the construction of 
Martel College that the projected move-in date for students has been pushed back to Jan. 28. 

Below: Subterranean construction caused the recently relandscaped Will Rice College quad to be 
partially dug up in June. 

LAURA WIGINTON/THRESHER 

A bulldozer rests atop the pile of rubble that once was the Hanszen College commons, with the 
Wiess College construction site behind it. 
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. BRIAN STOLER/THRESHEN 

Above: The long arm of a bulldozer takes the first chunk out of the Hanszen commons. 

Below: A construction vehicle crawls through the remains of the commons. 

LAURA WIGINTON/THRESHER 

Despite setbacks caused by Tropical Storm Allison, construction at Jones College 
continues. A power transformer beneath Jones was lost during the flooding, but It was 

COURTESY EUGENIA WEISSENBERGER quickly replaced and construction resumed. 
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Brown, Jones basements flood; new library plans on hold 
FLOOD, from Page 1 
threats over the last few years and, as 
a result, we had already taken many 
steps, large and small, to protect the 
campus. The staff who worked at 
Rice through the night did an admi-
rable job of keeping power, pumps 
and other critical equipment running, 
and laboratories, classrooms and col-
leges as safe as possible." 

Vice President for Finance and 
Administration Dean Currie said 
Rice came through the flood so well 
because of good fortune, good plan-
ning and good people. He said luck 
gave us less rain than some areas of 
Houston, but Rice's buildings are 
also designed to function better an 
extreme weather situation. Currie 
said the F&E staff and the campus 
police did a great job, even while the 
flood was happening. 

Assistant to the President Mark 
Scheid said Rice's damage was mini-
mal partially because Rice has taken 
an active role by cleaning out the 
storm sewers on campus in anticipa-
tion of just such an event. 

Rice University Police Depart-
ment Chief Bill Taylor said no inju-
ries were reported as a result of the 
flooding. 

Compared to other parts of the 
Houston area, Rice was relatively 
lucky. Blocks away in the Rice Vil-
lage, many stores lost merchandise 
to water damage as they took in any-
where from a few inches to a few feet 
of water. Across Main Street in the 
Texas Medical Center, lower levels 
of buildings were completely flooded, 
knocking out power to hospitals filled 
with patients. Baylor College of Medi-
cine lost years' worth of invaluable 
medical research, and Memorial 
Hermann Hospital only reopened this 
week after a lengthy cleanup. 

The University of Houston, which 
suffered far worse than Rice with an 
estimated $28 million in damages, 
had to cancel summer classes for a 
week. When they resumed, many 
students found themselves in build-
ings with carpets torn up and walls 
knocked down as part of the cleanup 
process. The bottom level of their 
student center was completely 
flooded, and the remodeling of many 
of the on-campus eating establish-
ments has been postponed as re-
sources are first directed toward 
repairing classrooms. 

"It was chaotic," UH junior Caitlin 
Van Allen said. "It'll probably be a 
while before they fix up certain as-
pects of the school because of how 
much damage was done." 

Rice stepped in to help the city 
and UH by housing various organi-
zations on campus. Rice provided 
rooms for the U.S. Air Force doctors 
that set up a hospital in the Astrohall; 
people from the Baylor SMART Pro-
gram, a research program for un-
dergraduates; and several ESL stu-
dents who had been staying at Texas 
Women's University. Rice also pre-
pared to house Teach for America, 
but UH recovered and got approval 
from the city to reopen its doors in 
time for the program to start. 

H&D Office Manager Veronica 
Sellers said housing these programs 
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was not a problem, but that it made 
Rice "very, very full." 

Rice stepped in to help its own, 
too. 

F o r m e r Rice employee Sue 
Deigaard was looking for a place to 
donate items when she came up with 
an idea. 

"At some point I realized there 
were probably Rice employees that 
were adversely affected by the flood 
that could use the stuff. However, at 
the same time I realized they would 
probably need more than my sofas 
and that there were probably other 
Rice employees that weren't affected 
by the flood that would have things 
to donate," Deigaard said. 

So, she gathered a group of people 
and they organized a drive ih the 
Brown College Commons, created a 
Web site, sent out e-mails and got 
information about who needed 
things and what they needed. 

"Our original intention was to 
collect over the course of a week the 
specific items that the employees 
said they needed," Deigaard said. 
"Then we planned to make dona-
tions each evening to the families. 
However, in the end, for a myriad of 
reasons, we found it easier to have 
the employees come to Brown to 
see what we had that they needed. 

"There was one family with 5 kids 
and everyone was sleeping on the 
bare floor because their beds and 
carpet were ruined. By week's end 
they were all sleeping on either a 
bed or futon." 

While Rice didn't suffer as much as 
I III or other parts of Houston, the cam-
pus did sustain some flood damage. 

The basement of the Space Sci-
ence Building, the recital hall at the 
Shepherd School of Music and other 
areas around campus took on water. 

Half of the tennis courts between 
Wiess and Autry Court are presently 

shut down while construction con-
sultants determine to what extent 
the flood contributed to the damage 
of the court surface. 

Assistant Director for Recreation 
Operations Richard Barnhouse said 
the basement of Autry Court flooded 
to the ceiling and the pool was shut 
down for two weeks as all the major 
components of the pump, filter and 
heat and chlorination systems were 
replaced. 

The parking garage under the 
new Jones Graduate School flooded 
and damaged some of the equip-
ment being stored there. Project 
Manager Eleni Soto said the flood 
caused a three- to four-day delay at 
the site, but that the time will be 
made up. 

The Hanszen House had a few 
inches of water in it, and H&D re-
placed the hardwood floors. Things 
stored in both the band hall and the 
basement of the bookstore got wet, 
but there was little monetary loss. 
The heavy rains caused damage in 
Wiess College Coordinator Sue 
Gauthier's office, forcing her to set 
up shop in a nearby Wiess room, 
though she expects to be back in her 
office next week. 

Sutera said overall the Student 
Center held up well, although water 
entered the building above the en-
trance to Farnsworth Pavilion. There 
were also a couple of inches of water 
in Willy's Pub and several inches in 
the custodial area in the basement. 

Sutera said the Student Center 
would have been in far worse shape 
had the custodial staff not come in 
on Saturday. 

Of the colleges, Brown, Jonesand 
the Martel construction site suffered 
the worst of Allison. Brown and Jones 
took on several feet of water in their 
basements, which destroyed equip-
ment and students' personal items 

alike. 
Water entered the Brown base-

ment, forcing H&D to dispose of most 
of the furniture stored there. Brown 
President Mike Chapman couldn't 
go to work in the Medical Center 
since it was closed, so he went 
through the things in the Brown base-
ment with employees from F&E. He 
then sent an e-mail to the Brown 
listserv notifying students of the over-
all damage, but not specific items. 

Several feet of water disrupted 
mechanical operations in the Jones 
basement, even killing power to the 
building. 

"For Jones south, just getting 
electricity back to the building was a 
huge challenge," H&D Director 
Mark Ditman said. "There's a lot of 
student stuff that was in the base-
ment that when it flooded, you had 
hydraulic fluid from the elevator, 
there may have been sewage, all 
these various things in the water, so 
you can't say 'yeah, let's dry this 
stuff off and you can use it again.'" 

Ditman said essentially anything 
that would absorb water had to be. 
thrown away for health reasons. He 
said there was no way to store the 
stuff until students returned, so pho-
tos were taken, and the items were 
disposed of. 

Ditman said Rice cannot insure 
personal property over the summer, 
but some students may have insur-
ance protection on their own policies. 

Ditman said going through stu-
dents' belongings in the basement 
has gotten him thinking about the 
amount of stuff that is stored over 
the summer. 

"There was so much stuff in the 
basements. Stuff had floated and we 
couldn't open the door." Ditman said. 

"The amount of stuff that's left 
over the summer is huge and the 
downside of that is that if you have a 

flood, you have a loss situation. If 
you need to do maintenance on the 
building, it's a great project, but it 
just makes things like that so much 
more difficult to accomplish. 

"While I think students should 
have the opportunity to store some 
stuff, the amount of stuff that's being 
left behind now is very problematic 
and its costs you guys money for 
contractors and housing and dining 
to have to deal with it." 

Tropical Storm Allison may 
change the space students can use 
over the summer, but it created some 
storage space in Autry Court — al-
though not by any standard method. 

A shooting gallery in the base-
ment of Autry Court had been con-
demned a few years ago and had 
been sitting unused. Since the en-
tire building's basement flooded, the 
lead and asbestos had to be removed 
from the site and it can now be re-
claimed as storage space. 

Tropical Storm AJlison will also 
affect the future of campus by chang-
ing plans for the new library. 

In a letter to the Rice community, 
Gillis said the recent flood and other 
considerations have forced him to 
rethink plans to rebuild the library 
"in several respects." 

"Obviously, the flood reinforces 
serious concerns over the wisdom 
of stacking books below ground 
level. While this problem can per-
haps be addressed with reasonable 
reliability with good engineering and 
sufficient budget, the technical and 
economic issues are not trivial. The 
recent Houston flood experience 
ensures at least a continuing high 
level of anxiety — both from the 
campus community and from poten-
tial donors — about placing books 
underground... and that clearly must 
now be reconsidered." Gillis said in 
the letter. 

Top: Onlookers stop to see a flooded Route 59 from the Richmond Ave. bridge. Below left: A tow truck attempts to remove a stalled car on Route 288. Below right: A suburban ends up under a 

bridge after getting washed into the bayou. 
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Tor unto us a cfiifcf is born, 

unto us a son is given 
'Ana tfie government is upon 

fiis sfioufcfer, 
*An<{ (lis name is caffecf tfie 

migdty Cjod, 
tfie everfasting Tatfier, tfie 
'Prince of peace cfevisetfi 

wonders 
Prophesy by Isaiah the son of A m o z in - 7 0 0 BC. Isaiah 9: 6 according to The Hebrew Bible, English Translation sanctioned by the Rabbinate, 

published by the Jerusalem Bible Publishing Co. Ltd.. Printed by Hamadpis Liphshitz Press, Jerusalem, 1953. 

91 nd in tfie name of tfie given son wfio is 
caffecf tfie mighty Cjocf and everfasting 

Tatfier, welcome to Ttice University 

Paid for by J. M. Tour, www.jmtour.com 

http://www.jmtour.com


TIiE.RJ<ETHSESHpp, 

gV;»V^Vv>f>, • 

-r*-» i'I i « I I » > i) > » 
FRIDAY.JULY 20,2001 

v / v ! v ' W v ; ! ® ' & 

13 

f THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

AUG. 23, 2001. 

picks 

S u n d a y 

\ 

OLD 97'S 

Dallas' native sons bring 

their poppy country-punk 

sound to Houston. 

, Slobberbone and Daryl open. 

f $15. 8 p.m. Fabulous Satellite 

% Lounge. 3616 Washington Ave. 

* For more info, 
i: 

call (713) 869-2665. 

I 

J o n g o i n g 

v 

/ o n g o i n g 

THE PIRATES OF 
PENZANCE 

For its 50th anniversary 

season, the Gilbert & Sullivan 
>s 

Society of Houston presents 
J 

one of the duo's most popular 

operas. Will Rice College 

junior Jonathan Ichikawa is a 

% member of the chorus. 

| $36, $31 and $16. July 20. 

21, 27 and 28 at 8 p.m.; 

\ July 22 and 29 at 2:30 p.m. 

Cullen Theater at the 

Wortham Center. 

500 Prairie. For more info," 

call (713) 627-3570. 

BERNARDO 
j BELLOTTO AND 

THE CAPITALS 
OF EUROPE 

The Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston, hosts a series of 

Bellotto's detailed, vivid 

cityscapes, including 

Rome, Vienna and Warsaw. 

Opens July 29. 

$5, $2.50 students. Closed 

Mondays. The Audrey Jones 

Beck Building. 5601 Main 

Street. For more info, 

call (713) 639-7300. 
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Kevin Smith discusses all his 'crazy schemes' 

Kevin Smith, a fanboy's dream 
of a writer/director and comic book 
author, has developed a cult follow-
ing over the years. He's made good 
films such as Clerks, Chasing Amy 
and Dogma, and he also made 
Mallrats. August brings his latest 
project, Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back, the last installment in his New 
Jersey chronicles. Thresher A&E 
Editor Dalton Tomlin took part in a 
conference call interview with 
Smith. 

Q: Talk about how this film is 
different from Mallrats and Chasing 
Amy. 

A: It's far more juvenile than Amy 
and a little smarter than Mallrats. 
It's kind of satirical in nature, but it's 
also not afraid to just go for the 
lowest common denominator joke. 
That being said, it's not like what I'd 
call a "gross-out humor" movie. You 
got two idiots at the forefront, it's 
kinda like Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern Are Dead or Waiting 
for Godot, but not nearly as well-
written, of course. 

Q: You talked about doing some 
of the lowest common denominator 
humor — a lot of these movies com-
ing out today, a lot of comedies are 
substituting well-written jokes for 
"gross out the audience" humor. 
Where do you draw the line for what 
is truly funny to you? 

A: Oh, I mean God, do you have 
two hours? Truly funny to me is, I 
don't know, it's such a subjective 
thing, right? And I guess as the 
question's posed to me I have to 
come up with what I think is funny. 
It's just the kind of shit that makes 
me chuckle — it's smart but also 
dumb at the same time. I think that's 
what I do fairly well, I think I do 
really dumb smart humor or really 
smart dumb humor, because there's 
stuff that's kind of highbrow but at 
the same time it's real lowbrow. Like 

THE THING WITH THE THING 

''i'S. 'ft 

TRACY BENNETT/DIMENSION FILMS 

Silent Bob (Kevin Smith, left) and Jay (Jason Mewes) embark on one last adventure in Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back. 

Dogma was a complete mix of those 
two. For that reason it either worked 
or didn't work with whatever par-
ticular audience saw it. I'm not a 
gross-out humor guy; a lot of the 
comedies lately I don't really dig on, 
because I think the jokes are kind of 
easy. Licking a cow udder doesn't 
really make me chuckle. I don't know 
that I'd ever trot down that path. 
Most of my humor tends to be dia-
logue, verbal; very rarely is it visual, 
which means I'm not very good at 
visual humor I guess. I tend to go for 
the spoken joke more than anything 
else. So I guess what's said, to me, is 
always funnier than what's shown. 

Q: Where is the artist in you, 

working on comic books or working 
on movies? 

A: Working on movies is a far 
more interesting process; you deal 
with a hell of a lot more people. It 
starts with you alone in a room writ-
ing a script and proceeds to a step 
where you have 150 people trying to 
help you bring that "vision," for lack 
of a better word, to life, and then it 
ends with you alone — or in my case 
with my producer, Scott Mosier — 
in an editing room. During the course 
of that journey, you just deal with so 
many people. 

It's far more involving than sim-
ply writing a comic book, which 
starts with you alone in a room and 
ends with you alone in a room; you 

hand it off to someone else to draw, 
if you can't draw, like me. And then 
they take it from there. You also 
don't have as much involvement. But 
with a film you're seeing it from 
cradle to grave, hopefully not a box 
office grave. With comics, at least in 
terms of writing < cmics, you write it 
and hand it off to somebody else, 
and they have to see it through to 
the end of the journey. I'd much 
rather stay with what I've written 
through the whole journey. , 

Q: How do you feel about your 
responsibility for creating essentially 
a sub-genre of film, i.e. the Kevin 
Smith-esque film? 

See SMITH, Page 15 

'Swingers' duo gets its sophomore effort 'Made' right 
Dalton Tomlin 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The definitive "guy" movie of the 
'90s, Swingers is a tough act to fol-
low. I'm sure there are plenty of oft-
quoting fans out there ("You're so 
money and you don't even know it!") 
that have been eagerly awaiting the 
next collaboration between Swing-
ers stars Jon Favreau and Vince 
Vaughn. Their new film Made avoids 
the sophomore jinx that can plague 
young filmmakers, but it also falls 
short of the hilarious standard set 
by its predecessor. 

'made' 

i t 

Rating: -kitif 1 / 2 
(out of five) 
In theaters. 

COURTESY ARTISAN ENTERTAINMENT 

Bobby (Jon Favreau) ponders his future of boxing sod working for organized 
crime in Favreau's directorial debut. Made. 

Made is Favreau's directorial de-
but, and as in Swingers, he also wrote 
and acted. Favreau is certainly an 
actor's director, since it's clear that 
he lets the actors improvise heavily. 

Favreau and Vaughn are Bobby 
and Ricky, a couple of boxers/con-
struction workers/mob drones in 
(where else?) LA. The credit se-
quence is enjoyable as the stars' 
names pop up when they're getting 

the crap beaten out of 
them. 

Bobby is fairly 
straight-laced, trying to 
make it in the boxing 
world (an interesting 
choice of careers, since 
Favreau had the title 
role in Rocky Marciano, 
a Showtime-produced 
movie) so that he 
doesn't have to keep 
doing questionable jobs 

for a crime boss named Max, a gritty 
Peter Falk. 

In a sense his character is an 
evolution from Swingers' Mikey in 
that he's past the dating stage and is 
dealing with the next major step in a 
man's life: raising a family. He's not 
married, but his stripper girlfriend 
Jess (Famke Janssen) has a young 
daughter named Chloe (Makenzie 
Vega). Oddly enough, Bobby is a 
better parent than Jess is. 

And then there's Ricky. Vaughn's 
Ricky is so goofy and annoying that 
you either can't get enough of him 
or can't stand him. Usually I despise 
idiots in movies, but the character is 
too good-hearted to hate, and 
Vaughn is too good at portraying 
him. It's more fun to laugh at him 
than with him — at one point he tries 
to pull his old moves on a flight 
attendant and gets shut down hard. 

Ricky wants to climb higher up in 

organized crime, if only because it 
looks cool and he doesn't have any 
other real potential careers in front 
of him. But because he's such a 
screw-up, Bobby has to come along 
with him for a job in New York City. 
It's a simple money drop, but of 
course things get complicated. 

Along the way they run into some 
surprising but not particularly inter-
esting characters. Sean "P. Diddy" 
Combs plays Ruiz, the boys' contact 
in New York. The artist formerly 
known as Puff Daddy doesn't de-
tract from the film with his star sta-
tus, but he doesn't really add any-
thing to it either. 

Favreau also recruited a few cast 
members from The Sopranos — 
Vincent Pastore ("Big Pussy") and 
Drea de Matteo (Adriana) — whom 
he met doing a guest spot on the 
series, ironically as a director mak-
ing a movie about the mob. 

Bobby may be the main charac-
ter, but Ricky has the spotlight. At 
times you even forget Bobby's in the 
scene, and Favreau's wildest emo-
tion is his annoyance at Ricky's an-
tics. This is probably more the fault 
of Favreau the writer than Favreau 
the actor. Another writing problem 
is that some scenes tend to get lost 
in themselves, throwing the pace off 
and making the audience wonder if 
the money drop will ever happen. 

Ricky is so GOOFY 

and annoying that 
you either can't 
g e t ENOUGH o f h i m 

or can't stand him. 
On the other hand, Favreau the 

director has a solid first outing. For 
a rookie, he certainly made some 
interesting shots — everything is 
bright and colorful when the duo 
tours New York City with some girls, 
whereas it turns burnt orange and 
bleak when they go to make the 
drop. 

I was surprised most by a couple 
of very genuine moments. It's the 
same kind of feeling Swingers had 
that elevated it a little beyond a com-
edy, something true-to-life that you 
couldn't dismiss. 

When I think back. I don't re-
member liking Swingers the first time 
as much as I do now. I think that will 
also be the case with Made—there's 
some depth that can't all be cap-
tured the first time around. It didn't 
rock my world and I didn't find ev-
erything funny, but repeated 
viewings should bring out its tex-
ture. 
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the poly-
p h o n i c s p r e e 

THE BEGINNING 
STAGES OF... 

Good Records 
Rating: 

(out of five) 

There's something cult-like about 
the looks of the Polyphonic Spree, 
Dallas' 25-piece pop orchestra mas-
terminded by former Tripping Daisy 
leader Tim DeLaughter. The musi-
cians and the choir wear matching 
white robes in performance, all 
edged with different colors of the 
rainbow. 

Cultish or not, the group's large-
scale music definitely has a tran-
scendent sound. 

minute track consists solely of dron-
ing, buzzing electronic horn noises. 

The first track of the disc — di-
vided into 10 untitled sections — 
builds up from a lone piano and its 
portentous chords. A flute, a viola, a 
French horn and more join the mix, 
and then the choir bursts forth sing-
ing things like "Holiday/hideaway/ 
Soon you'll finally wonder." 
DeLaughter's characteristic, slightly 
whiny voice is at the forefront, and 
he's backed by an unstoppable wall 
of voices. 

The second section explodes with 
the choir singing a single extended 
word, "Sun." DeLaughter adds 
simple lines like, "Suicide is a 
shame," while the music soars and 
pauses, swells and drops. It'd be 
almost saccharine and preachy if it 
weren't so unashamedly bright, pure 
and honest. It's fitting that the Poly-
phonic Spree sings so much about 
light — the ninth section includes 
another invocation, "Just follow the 
day/And reach for the sun." 

The Beginning Stages Of... is filled 
with super-shiny pieces of post-pop 
that are classical and psychedelic at 
the same time, a revelation in this 
wasteland of modern music. If you're 
looking for pop salvation, the Poly-
phonic Spree can guide you to it. 

— Mariel Tarn 

of m o n t r e a l 

The band's debut, The Beginning 
Stages Of..., is full-on, flat-out pop. 
The melodies and lyrics are some-
how immediately familiar, hooky and 
instantly singable, but they come 
swirling amidst everything from your 
traditional guitars/bass/drums to a 
flute, a full set of horns, a theremin 
and a car tailpipe. 

Also in evidence are the Spree's 
avant-garde leanings: The final 35-

r LEARNTO WRITE WELL 

TAKE WILL 205 
M 4-5:20 pm, Th 7-8:20 pm 

* (students must attend both sessions) 

houslonpress 
Boston 
<&lobe Why should I take 

Will 205: 
Introduction to Journalism? 
Rice currently has no permanent classes in journalism or commu-

nications. Will 205, a college course sponsored by Will Rice 

College, will introduce you to the world of journalism by 

teaching you newswriting and reporting skills, as well as critical 

thinking and analysis. You could even end up working for one of 

the papers above, like a few other Rice alums! 

What will I learn? 
•» H o w to write clearly and concisely 

How to understand large amounts of information, decide what's 

important, and present it in a way that makes sense to others 
' , . , ) S , ) • , .. ; 

For more info, visit www.owlnet.rice.edu/-wrc205 or contact 
student media adviser Jen Cooper at keeper@rice. edu. 

project by singer/songwriter/multi-
instrumentalist Kevin Barnes — of-
ten works itself into a chaotic pop 
frenzy, like the catchy opening track 
"Good Morning Mr. Edminton," in 
which the narrator kidnaps an in-
dustrialist in exchange for an honest 
job in his factory. 

COQUEUCOT 
ASLEEP IN THE 

POPPIES: 
A VARIETY OF 

WHIMSICAL VERSE 

Kindercore 
Rating: + + + 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Of Montreal's latest record is a 
concept album that tells the story of 
Coquelicot, an Efeblum, or a fairy 
who puts bells in people's hearts. 
The album also conjures up cross-
dressers, genetic experiments gone 
awry and wax museums. 

It's one of those concept albums 
that makes sense only to its cre-
ators. 

But Coquelicot Asleep in the Pop-
pies is also pop-ish, silly, manic fun, 
with charming songs and almost or-
chestral soundscapes. It's Beatles-
y, too — Of Montreal is really of 
Athens, Ga., and part of that town's 
in-love-with-the-'60s music collec-
tive, Elephant 6. 

The band — formerly a one-man 

The next song, "Peacock Para-
sols," is an outburst of nonsense 
verse, with phrases like "Plummy 
plum drops of pear-shaped rain and 
teardrops/Dripping pastly from pea-
cock parasols that obscure the mad 
procession." Barnes' voice trips and 
breaks over the chorus' "oh-oh-oh." 

Another standout is "Rose Rob-
ert" (pronounced the French way), 
in which Barnes sings, "Rose Rob-
ert, I'd like to welcome you to our 
affair." This track, along with 
"Penelope" and many others, might 
make you feel like asking, "Hey, 
which Beatles song is this?" Musi-
cally, Of Montreal draws on its influ-
ences heavily, but the Fab Four were 
never as truly strange as this, even 
at their most drug-addled. 

When not grounded by pop 
hooks, Of Montreal occasionally 
drifts into sheer weirdness. In "The 
Properties of Mimi Merlot," the titu-
lar seductress drugs a man named 
Manuel, forces him into her ward-
robe, then sticks her little finger 
inside and demands, "Suck on it, 
and maybe I'll let you go." 

There are also a few pieces that 
rely mostly on spoken words, the 
strongest of which is "The Events 
Leading Up to the Collapse of Detec-
tive Dulllight." The narrative of two 
detectives at a very weird crime 
scene is punctuated by ear-catching 
sound effects, such as the nightmar-
ish sound of butterflies singing. 

Coquelicot is a sprawling work 
with 22 tracks, including 18 minutes 
of Barnes' piano noodlings in "The 
Hopeless Opus, or the Great Battle 
of the Unfriendly Ridiculous," which 
closes the album. Several songs that 
are slower and less character-based 
— like the simple love song "Let's 
Do Everything For the First Time 
Forever" and the string-filled "It's a 
Very Starry Night" — do help to 
break up the whirlwind parade of 
childlike story-songs, but the disc 
could have used some editorial trim-
ming. Still, it's nice to see an artistic 
vision kept intact, especially one as 
far from the mainstream as this. 

Even if you don't fully understand 
Coquelicot's concept (and I sure 
don't, despite several listenings), the 
main idea is that it's a descent into 
the unconscious, the strange stuff of 
dreams and nightmares and acid 
trips. Holding your hand along the 
way is some very quirky, catchy pop. 

— Mariel Tarn 

c l e m s n i d e 

THE GHOST OF 
FASHION 

SpinART 
Rating: 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Snide, indeed. Clem Snide's third 
album starts off with s inger / 
songwriter/guitarist Eef Barzelay 
intoning, "Love is only for the lovely." 

Further smarmy observations 
about the Beautiful People — and 
biting honesty about the less-than 
beautiful —1 follow. The New York-
based twangy-pop quartet layers 
these lyrics over charming country 
melodies that emerge from producer 
Jason Glasser's cello and Jeff 
Marshall's upright bass in addition 
to the requisite guitar and drum kit. 

Barzelay's wit occasionally grows 
wearisome, marring the gentle in-
strumentation, such as on "Moment 
in the Sun," the album's seventh 
track. The song is supposedly about 
Jewel, as Barzelay noted in concert 
at South by Southwest last March, 
and as such it's funny in its first go-
round as an indictment of mindless 
pop stars who spout empty truisms 

and think they can change the world. 
"I think that hunger, war and 

death/Are bringing everybody 
down/La la la la," he sings over a 
bland melody, peppered by self-im-
portant cymbals and horns. But with 
such purposefully inane lyrics, the 
song can't really stand on its own. 

Not that Clem Snide is a just nov-
elty act. Barzelay's wonderfully 
strung-together and strung-out lyr-
ics are lovelier than any of the so-
called "poetry" in A Night Without 
Armor. The songs in this album 
grapple with wanting to be with 
someone beautiful while being aware 
of one's own shortcomings — a si-
multaneous critique and reluctant 
acceptance of the beauty culture. 

The singer's lone, vulnerable 
voice, on the edge of breaking, holds 
together "The Curse of Great 
Beauty," an almost a capella track 
over a distant organ. The narrator 
makes fun of his superficial lover — 
"Those paper cuts kept you from 
writing/A poem so epic and true/ 
About how you are cursed with a 
beauty so great" — as he simulta-
neously apologizes for his own ap-
pearance — "Please try not to laugh 
as I swim in your flesh." 

CLEM SNIDE 
THE GHOST OF FASHION 

Another song that stands out for 
its honesty is "Ice Cube," a two-
minute track that leads off with 
Barzelay's twangy, slightly whiny 
voice trailing before the music. In a 
voice that's both frail and powerful, 
he hurls out, "I'm feeling like the ice 
cube in your glass/Melting away." 
Peppy guitars and trumpets soar 
underneath, belying the narrator's 
fragility as Barzelay asks repeatedly, 
"What do you mean when you talk 
about love?" 

— Mariel Tam 

UNBREAKABLE 

Film: 
it-kit it 
(out of five) 

DVD extras: 
it-kit 
(out of five) 

I'm going to go out on a limb and 
submit to you that of writer/director 
M. Night Shyamalan's two best-
known films, Unbreakable is better 
than The Sixth Sense. An unpopular 
theory, perhaps, but a viable one. 

It's a comic book movie, so teen-
age males will be interested. But 
why would anyone else care? 

For starters, the film's themes 
are universal and are delivered per-
fectly. David Dunn (Bruce Willis) 
wakes up every morning with the 
sad knowledge that something isn't 
right, that his life is insignificant. 

Elijah Price (Samuel L.Jackson) 
is searching for a reason for his ex-
istence, why someone like him would 
be born into this world. I'dbetthere's 
very few people in the world that 

haven't had some thoughts along 
these lines. 

David is the sole survivor of a 
massive train wreck, with no inju-
ries at all. He soon meets Elijah, a 
disabled and physically fragile comic 
book collector who believes David 
may be a real-life superhero. The 
bulk of the movie is dedicated to 
David's discovering and developing 
his powers. The film also focuses on 
Elijah's life struggle and on David's 
family, which is trying to come back 
together (a theme that was also 
prominent in The Sixth Sense). 

Unbreakable is impeccably made 
— the cinematography and art di-
rection blend together perfectly, 
using vivid colors and framed shots 
to give the impression of a comic 
book. Shyamalan's slow pacing is a 
welcome relief from the popular 
choppy and quick style these days. 
The actors, including Robin Wright 
Penn and Spencer Treat Clark as 
David's wife and son, ground the 
story so well in humanity that it's 
believable. Willis, who's best known 
as an action hero, is convincingly 
sad and gentle, two traits he rarely 
portrays. 

The1 DVD marks the first install-
ment in Disney's "Vista Series," a 
new line of special edition discs. The 

audio and video are fine, although 
the amount of supplements is some-
what disappointing; one would ex-
pect more from a two-disc set. Nev-
ertheless, while quantity is lacking, 
quality is not. There are some of the 
best deleted scenes I've ever 
watched, complete with introduc-
tions by Shyamalan discussing what 
they are and why they were cut. If 
anyone doubts that Shyamalan is 
one of the most promising young 
directors out there, his articulate 
intros prove what a knowledgeable 
student of film he is. 

There are also two featurettes, 
the first of which deals with the pro-
cess of how the film developed from 
script to screen. It's interesting, but 
virtually everything in it could have 
been covered by a commentary, 
which, as is the case with The Sixth 
Sense DVD, is absent. The second 
featurette is much more informa-
tive, delving into the world and his-
tory of comics '"ith such notables as 
Frank Miller and Alex Ross. 

Even if you saw it in theaters and 
didn't like it, Unbreakable is worth at 
least a second viewing. In the movie 
world there are few things more 
exciting than a director who gets 
better with each new film. 

— Dalton Tomlin 

http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/-wrc205
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SMITH, from Page 13 
A: I could never be anything but 

happy 'cause it fuckin' beats work-
ing at the convenience store. I don't 
think I could ever be ashamed of 
that kind of thing. I'm not that pre-
tentious, where I look back at this 
and it just embarrasses me, heavens 
no. I get paid to make pretend for a 
living, how ingenious is that? So I'm 
all about it, I'm nothing but proud. 
Every day I kind of chuckle to my-
self because I feel like I've gotten 
away with something. 

Q: Does shame come into play 
when someone's trying to sell a film 
based on your name that has noth-
ing to do with you, like saying, "My 
film is Kevin Smith-esque"? 

A: I would be honored or flat-
tered if somebody tried to sell some-
thing off my name. That's fine, abso-
lutely fine, every time I've ever heard 
that, the movie's actually wound up 
being better than the stuff I do. If it 
gets your foot in the door o r . . . buys 
you a couple of minutes from some-
body who can watch your movie, 
then maybe decide they like it and 
buy it — shit, throw around that 
term, I'd never be ashamed of that. 

Q: You've noted that this is going 
to be the last in the Jersey chronicles, 
which leaves a lot of people probably 
heart-broken, a little suicidal, what-
ever. But all the films you've made 
have been such a' part of your per-
sonal life; do you think you're really 
going to be happy making films that 
don't somehow connect all those 
themes and characters? 

A: Yeah, absolutely, because the 
films I will make I imagine will still 
be very personal. They just won't 
feature the same characters I've been 
using in the last five movies. There 
will be no more Jay and Silent Bob; it 
will from new on be brand new char-
acters like Roy and Silent Bill. Chang-
ing things up a little bit. I think some 
people,will feel, "Oh, he's moving 
away from comedy; he's going to be 
curious boy now and do a Woody 
Allen Interiors-type movie," and 
that's not really the case. It'd be nice 
to try to make a few flicks — and 
succeed, hopefully — without that 
crutch, without the safety net of the 
very familiar characters. 

Q: You seem like a guy who has a 
lot of crazy schemes going on. 

A: Crazy schemes? Really? 
Q: Things like your comic book 

store and you've made these really 
cool movies ... 

A: Is that really a scheme? Crazy? 
Q: It was a scheme to start off 

with in your head, right? 
A: Not at all, things kind of hap-

pened as they happened. I'd belying 
if I said I plotted it from day one; that 
to me is kind of a scheme, a notion 
like, "OK, first off I'll establish my-
self as a filmmaker and build a movie 
career and then buy a comic book 
store and ... " I mean, tilings just 
happened on a day-to-day basis. 

Q: But you had the idea in your 
hdad that you're going to make these 
movies, you're going to have a comic 
book store ... 

A: No, 1 had an idea in my head to 
make one movie, which was Clerks. 
and then it just led to the next movie, 
and that led to the next one. When 
we made the first movie I had no 
idea I'd have a career, I had no idea 
anyone would see the movie. I 
thought maybe we'd show it locally 
in our area, in the Monmouth County 
area, because that would be the only 
people who would possibly get it, 
because we shot around there. 

But it traveled beyond that, so we 
were totally ill-prepared for that kind 
of thing. In fact, when we were doing 
press for Clerks, people were like, 
"What's next?" I remember going, 
"This is the first part of a trilogy," 
because I figured if I threw it out 
there that there were more to come, 
they'd have to let us make at least 
two more movies. 

Q: So you weren't really planning 
on it? 

A: Heavens no, no, not at all. One 
thing just leads to another ... 

Q: I was just wondering if there's 
anything now, if you have any crazy 
schemes that you'd like to get out. 

A: Madam, I've never had a crazy 
scheme in my life, never. No, I have 
no crazy schemes whatsoever, no 
schemes, crazy or otherwise. Do I 
know what I'm going to do next? I 
don't know, there's this Fletch movie 
we're supposed to do, based on the 
Gregory McDonald book Fletch 
Won, that's there. After doing Jay 
and Silent Bob Strike Back, which is 
a bit on the bombastic side, it'd be 
nice to do something quiet and inti-
mate. 

Q: I get a really good feel for your 
characters, I really feel like I get to 
know Ben Affleck and [the other 
actors]. On that note, I want to know 
about the process of character de-
velopment that you go through. Are 
you trying to convey reality at all, 
trying to convey real characters; and 
if so, what is your motivation for 
that? 

A: If anything, it's hyper-reality. I 
don't care who the writer is, if they 
tell you that they're trying to write 
real cha rac t e r s , they ' re lying. 
There's no such thing as a real char-
acter. We can get close, right, but we 
can never really fully duplicate or 
paint a canvas with reality. Nobody 
would watch. It's boring; reality is 
kind of boring. Conversations are 
stilted, they don't flow very well. 
They sound like me, when I say "you 
know" and "like" an awful lot. When 
you're writing you craft a world 
where that doesn't really happen. 
You're crafting a perfect world, or as 
perfect as the writer sees it. So I 
think I tend to write hyper-realistic, 
where it sounds kinda real, there's a 
hint of reality to it, but at the same 
time, nobody can spit out a mono-
logue like that without stopping or 
being interrupted, 'cause most 
people don't really listen. 

Most people are just waiting for 
their turn to speak. So in something 
like Chasing Amy where Ben is sit-
ting in the car with Joey (Lauren 
Adams] and he has this long mono-
logue, that wouldn't happen in real 
life. She would've been out of the 
car, she would've been like "Shut 
up!" or she would've interrupted him 
because he's going on and on and 
on. So I think what I tend to do is 
hyper-reaih'ie — feels real, but at 
the same time very much isn't. 

Q: What are the origins of Jay and 
Silent Bob? Are they friends ofyours? 

A: Jay [Jason] Mewes, who plays 
Jay, is a friend of mine of course, and 
1 was a fan of his for years. He was 
this weird local kid 1 knew from the 
recreation center where 1 used to 
work. We would become friends and 
hang out and go to comic book 
shows, and when I worked at Quick 
Stop he'd come down on Sunday 
mornings and help me put the pa-
pers together, which is a bitch and a 
half. 1 don't know if anybody's ever 
done it but man, there's nothing that 
sucks worse than putting together 
the New York Times. 

'Every day [ kind 
of CHUCKLE t o 
myself because I 
feel like I've 
GOTTEN away with 
something.' 

But he always really struck me as 
funny and very weird, and I always 
said, "God, somebody should put 
you in a movie, I wonder if anyone 
else would find you funny." And when 
I got bit by the movie bug, when I 
wanted to try to make a movie, I 
wrote him in, because I really wanted 
to see if anybody else would think he 
was funny. So I wrote this kind of 
heightened version of him—there's 
definitely Jay attributes in there but 
it's very much a character. But it's 
still him, should've been no problem 
for him to play. I handed him the 
script and I was like, "What do you 

think?" and he's like. "I don't know if 
I can do this." I'm like, "It's you, 
dickhead, how could you not?" And 
then I'd rehearse him for about a 
month; and the movie comes out 
and people are like, "Wow, he's so 
natural," and I'm Ike, "Yeah, he's 
quite the natural." 

Q: On your Web site a couple 
months back you had fans send in 
pictures that might be included in 
the film; any other quirky things 
devoted to your fans that might show 
up in the film? 

A: Aside from the side references 
to the other movies and whatnot, a 
lot of the movie has to do with the 
Internet and Internet culture. And if 
you keep an eye on those Web sites 
when we show them in the movie 
there's kind of a shout out to the 
fans, so to speak. 

Q: Related to that last question, I 
don't have much to ask about the 
new movie because I've been read-
ing Ain't It Cool News (ht tp : / / 
www.aint-it-cool-news.com) a lot. On 
that note, why did you decide to give 
them such a good behind-the-scenes 
look at your production — did you 
just assume they'd have spies there 
anyway? 

A: It seems like rather than kind 
of fight that off, it's inevitable, might 
as well invite it in. But really it came 
from a place where the guy who 
wrote the reports, Mysterio, whose 

when you were in your early 20s, in 
10 years? 

A: I thought I would be owning a 
deli, or I hoped to be owning a deli. 
I couldn't really do much, I didn't 
have any blue-collar skills, and I cer-
tainly had no white-collar skills, but 
I thought I could make a decent 
sandwich. I'd spent a lot of time in a 
deli and whatnot, and based on my 
girth alone I can tell you I can make 
a decent sandwich. So I figured if I 
bought a deli or somehow co-owned 
a deli or whatever, that could prob-
ably carry me through to my retire-
ment years. In my early 20s I as-
sumed that's what I'd be doing. 

'I never knew how 
much I didn't like 
CHILD actors until 
I worked with my 
OWN fuckin' kid.' 

Then on my 21st birthday I went 
to see Slacker at the Angelika Film 
Center up in New York, and I fell in 
love with it. I was like, "God, if this 
counts as a movie I want to make 
movies too." So I started looking 
into film a great deal. But before my 
21st birthday it was deli or nothing. 

Q: Jason Mewes is great, but if 
this is the end of the New Jersey 
Chronicles, then what the hell is he 

Miramax doesn't really like to shell 
out for cast. 

Q: What is it like for an actor to 
work with you as a director, what's 
the atmosphere like on the set? Do 
you ever have to buckle down and be 
a dick? 

A: I've never been a dick. The 
closest I came to being a dick on this 
movie was when Ali Larter and Eliza 
Dushku and Shannon Elizabeth and 
my wife Jennifer play these four char-
acters that are usually together, this 
girl gang. And we were on the sound 
stage one day and I start screaming 
at them to hit their marks, and just 
yelling at them, just screaming, like 
a madman. And they all looked at me 
like, "What the fuck, what happened 
to him?" And it was really a setup 
'cause we were bringing Ali her birth-
day cake, it was her birthday, so 
right away they knew something was 
wrong. Eliza was like, "I knew you 
were fuckin' lying 'cause I've never 
heard you raise your voice once." 
That was just to get them in position 
so we could bring in the cake and 
shit. And I tried, for that moment, to 
play the dickhead director, I'm just 
not very good at it. 

I 'm not a yeller, I'm not a 
screamer. There's a lot of screamers 
out there apparently. Most of the 
crew that we worked with, this was 
the first time we had pretty much an 
entire L.A crew, and I can't tell you 
honestly how many fuckin' people 
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Kevin Smith directs oft-coilaborating actor Ben Affleck during the shooting of XS97's Chasing Amy. 

name is Mike — Mike was going to 
interview me at one point for the 
site, but I had just done an interview 
with another guy who writes for the 
site. So I felt kind of bad and said. 
"When we're shooting the next 
movie, come to the set and interview 
me there." When he came, I was 
like. "Look man, why don't you just 
cover the whole thing, like if you 
wanna stick around and watch, by all 
means." So he wound up coming 
every day and covering the thing, 
which was tough 'cause he had his 
own job as well. He had to support 
himself, 'cause that Web site don't 
really pay anything. 

So it just kind of happened that 
way; it wasn't kind of a conscious, 
"All right, this is the way we'll cir-
cumvent Internet spies," because 
personally I don't think there are 
enough Internet spies who give a 
shit about our movie — like they 
tend to really care about shit like 
Lord of the Rings, you know, and the 
Star Wars movie. In the process, if it 
just meant that there were fewer spy 
reports that give out misinforma-
tion, then that was great, but really it 
just came down to I owed the guy 
one. 

Q: I'm sure the success of Clerks 
and all your subsequent movies sur-
prised you just as much as anybody 
else. Where did you see yourself, 

gonna do? 
A: He'll always work in the stuff 

we do, I'll always have a part for Jay. 
It may not be as Jay of course, or it 
definitely won't be as Jay, but he can 
do more than just that, he just really 
hasn't been given a shot. 

Q: What's the experience like 
going from a fame standpoint? You 
go from Clerks where you 're making 
this cool movie and nobody knows 
anybody in it. and now suddenly you 
get to this movie and you've got this 
laundry list of big-name actors. How 
does that work out? 

.4: Most of the fairly famous "ce-
lebrities" that are in the movie we've 
worked with before, and we worked 
with them before they were famous, 
so that always helps. It helps to have 
been tight with Ben and Matt 
[Damon] and Jason Lee before they 
were Ben, Matt and Jason Lee, so to 
speak. Everyone else kind of jumps 
on board because of what they've 
seen of yours that they liked, based 
on other stuff. A lot of people are big 
fans of Chasing Amy, a lot of people 
dug Dogma, a lot of people like Clerks, 
and a weird amount of people really 
dig Mallrats as well.... It's because 
of stuff like that, because of what's 
gone before, you're able to get the 
cast you get, 'cause Lord knows we 
don't pay 'em a lot of money. I mean 
these are Miramax films, and 

came up to me and said. "This is the 
most laid-back set I've been on in my 
life. I've never been on a set where 
there's no yelling." And I was like. 
"Really?" It just doesn 't occur to me 
to yell, there's really nothing to yeli 
about, if things are slow, if you're 
running behind, you can always pick 
it up or cut something to move for-
ward. ... I think people, because of 
that, tend to like our sets a lot. 

Q: Has being a father, or even a 
husband for that matter, changed 
your outlook on films or how you go 
about making a film? 

A: No. not really. The kid was 
around while we were making the 
movie and I know it's gonna put her 
in therapy later on, but she seemed 
to roll with it and it didn't seem like 
there was any need to change it be-
cause she was around. I mean, people 
still cursed their heads off in the 
movie even while she was on set. 

She's in the movie; that was kind 
of a pain in the ass. I never knew how 
much I didn't like child actors until I 
worked with my own fuckin' kid. I 
really wanted to just scream at her; 
she'd be fine until we yell "Action!"; 
suddenly she'd start bawling. I just 
wanted to slam her against the wall. 
I was in director mode at that point. 
I don't see any need to change, and 
she certainly doesn't seem to be ask-
ing me to change either. 

http://www.aint-it-cool-news.com


Baugh, newest crop of Owl minor leaguers 
by Jose Luis Cubria 

THRESHER STAFF 

Kenny Baugh and Jon Skaggs 
spurned professional baseball last 
year for, among other things, a 
chance to lead the Rice baseball team 
back to the College World Series. 

Despite their best efforts, the two 
senior righthanders fell just short of 
taking the Owls back to Omaha. But 
the events of June 5 made their deci-
sion to return to Rice for a final sea-
son worthwhile. 

Baugh and Skaggs were both 
selected in the first round of Major 
League Baseball's first-year player 
draft June 5-6. In all, seven Rice base-
ball players were drafted during the 
two-day event, and two more signed 
free agent contracts. 

Baugh, drafted in the fifth round 
by Oakland last year, led the way 
this time around when the Detroit 
Tigers selected him with the 11th 
overall pick. 

Despite not leading the Owls to 
the College World Series, Baugh, 
who received his Rice degree May 
12, said his decision to return paid 
off. 

"This year definitely worked out 
perfectly," Baugh told the Houston 
Chronicle. "I had no idea coming 
back that everything would play out 
like it did. There was the possibility 
of improving or going down in the 
draft, getting my degree, improving 
as a player — and everything pretty 
much worked out." 

Baugh joins former Rice 
righthanders Stephen Bess and Matt 
Anderson, the No. 1 overall pick in 
the 1997 draft, in the Tigers organi-
zation. 

Baugh was the first first-round 
pick to sign, agreeing to a reported 
$1.8 million, and is now pitching for 
the Tigers' affiliate in the Class A 
Midwest League and, through July 
17, was 2-1 with a 1.61 ERA 

Skaggs, picked in the fourth 
round by Baltimore last year, also 
improved his position, going to the 
New York Yankees as a supplemen-
tal first round pick and the 42nd 
overall selection. 

Like Baugh, Skaggs, who is just a 
few credits short of graduation, said 
his decision worked out. 

"Last summer, when I decided to 
come back to Rice, it was a decision 
where you can't look back," Skaggs 
told the Chronicle. "So I didn't. I 
worked hard to improve myself and 
things worked out. I guess it is a big 
gamble, but hindsight shows now 
that it was a smart one." 

Skaggs also signed quickly, but 
after just one appearance with the 
Yankees' Class A affiliate in the New 
York-Penn league, the club decided 
to give him some time off to rehabili-
tate a sore arm. 

The draft marked the second time 
in the last five years that Rice has 
had two players drafted in the first 
round. In 1997, Anderson went first 
overall and Lance Berkman was se-
lected 16th overall by the Houston 

Astros. 
This year's draft also gave Rice a 

total of 10 first-round picks, with six 
coming since 1995. 

But the good news did not end 
with the first round. Senior closer 
Philip Barzilla, undrafted last year 
as a junior, was selected in the 
fourth round (116th overall) by the 
Astros. 

Senior first baseman Jesse Ro-
man, also undrafted as a junior last 
season, was picked in the 11th round 
(344 overall) by the St. Louis Cai di-
nals, and junior reliever Nick Mar-
tin rounded out Rice's first-day se-
lections when the Chicago Cubs 
picked him in the 17th round (498 
overall). 

Barzilla and Roman are both play-
ing in the New York-Penn league, 
while Martin has yet to sign. 

Two more Owls had their name 
called on the draft's second day. 
Junior third baseman Hunter Brown 
went to the San Diego Padres in the 
31st round (930 overall) and senior 
outfielder Billy Jacobson went to 
the Astros in the 32nd round (956 
overall). 

Brown has not signed and is in-
stead playing in the prestigious Cape 
Cod League, a summer league that 
traditionally features some of the 
top college talent in the nation, which 
indicates he will likely return for his 
senior season. 

Jacobson has been splitting his 
time as a reliever and outfielder for 

See DRAFT, Page 18 
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Just a few weeks after finishing his Rice career in the 2001 playoffs, Kenny 
Baugh was selected in the first round of the Major League Baseball draft. 

Women's outdoor track nets top-10 finish at NCAA Championships 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Rice women's track and field 
team made plenty of history at the 
NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships May 30-June 20 in 
Eugene, Ore. 

The Owls scored a school record 
of 26 points to finish ninth in the 
overall team standings. Rice's high-
est-ever finish at the NCAA Champi-
onships. Rice was the top team from 
the state of Texas, edging out track 
powerhouse University of Texas, a 
school with three national champi-
onships and nine top-five finishes to 
its name. 

Rice had won field event titles and 
relay titles at the NCAA meet in the 
past but had never won an individual 
title in a running event until this year, 
when freshman Allison Beckford cap-
tured the 400-meter dash. 

Most significantly, this year's meet 
may be a stepping stone to greater 
things in upcoming years. Often, 
when a team gives its best-ever team 
performance, years of rebuilding fol-
low — but that's not in the cards for 
Rice. Beckford and Alice Falaiye, who 
together scored all of Rice's 26 points, 
are just afreshman and a sophomore, 
respectively. 

And it's not as if the team's poten-
tial to contend nationally stops with 
Beckford and Falaiye. Rice qualified 
six other athletes to compete in Eu-
gene in individual or relay events. 
Many of those athletes gave some-
what disappointing performances 
but will return next year and hope to 
elevate the Owls higher in the team 
standings. 

"It's the culmination of a great 
season for a great team," Head Coach 
Victor Lopez said. "I just like the fact 
that Rice is Rice, and we're able to 
compete with all these teams and all 
their resources. It can be done, and 
it doesn't just have to happen once 
or twice. It can be done year after 
year." 

Falaiye got the Owls off to a good 

start with her second-place finish in 
the long jump on Wednesday, the 
meet's first day of competition. She 
recorded her best jump, a mark of 21 
feet, 11/2 inches, on the third of her 
six attempts. 

Despite recording her best finish 
ever at the national championships 
— Falaiye was third at March's in-
door meet and placed fourth and 
13th at last year's indoor and out-
door meets — she was still disap-
pointed she couldn't match or sur-
pass her personal best of 21-9, a 
mark that would have given her the 
•national title. 

"It was an odd day for all the jump-
ers," she said. "I don't know what it 
was, the weather, the time — the 
long jump competition took four 
hours. I didn't jump as well as I wanted 
to. I came into the finals very confi-
dent. [Jumping my best mark in the 
preliminaries] is not what I thought 
would end up happening—that never 
happens. 

"I have mixed feelings, I'm happy 
I came in second, but I'm disappointed 
because I wanted to jump farther. I 
know I can jump a lot farther—it just 
wasn't the day." 

Rice suffered its biggest disap-
pointment in the 800-meter run. The 
Owls qualified two athletes for the 
event, freshman Tanya Wright and 
junior AimeeTeteris, and both came 
in with hopes of advancing to the 
final and scoring points. Wright came 
into Eugene with the nation's eighth-
fastest time, and Teteris finished 
third at the NCAA indoor meet be-
fore being disqualified for impeding 
another runner. 

Both Owls were placed in the 
second of three heats, which turned 
out to be the fastest heat. Wright 
was boxed in during much of the 
race and fell just short of qualifying 
with her time of 2 minutes, 6.34 sec-
onds, the eighth-fastest time in the 
preliminaries. 

A qualifying procedure that se-
lects the first two runners from each 
heat and (he next two fastest times as 
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Sophomore Alice Falaiye soared to a second-place finish in the long jump, her highest finish ever at a national 
championship meet. Falaiye said she was bothered some by her knee and hopes to jump significantly farther this 
summer when she competes for her native Canada and seeks a bid to the World Championships. 

the eight finalists bumped Wright 
out of the finals. 

Teteris faded in the second half of 
the race and finished in 2:09.51 sec-
onds, more than three seconds slower 
than the 2:06.02 she ran at the West-
ern Athletic Conference Champion-
ships May 19. 

"I really have no explanation," 
Teteris said. "Sometimes you have 
good days, sometimes you have bad 
days, anri it was my bad day. I was 
maybe a little overanxious. Some-
times I get really nervous and intimi-
dated at big meets. The heat I was in 
had some really good people, and 
it's my fault for letting that get in my 

head too much. 
"I was leading the first 100 and 

contending. I wanted to sit on the 
shoulder of the first person, but ev-
eryone came around me and that 
threw me off. In the last 200 meters, 
which is where the race really is at a 
meet like this, my head wasn't in it 
and I saw everybody ahead of me. 
I'm very disappointed." 

Rice's other presence at the meet 
was in the relays, where the Owls 
qualified for both the 400- and 1,600-
meter events. But the 400-meter re-
lay squad finished fourth of five 
teams in its heat and missed qualify-
ing for the finals, and a poor handoff 

between seniors Keisha Robertson 
and Kele Anderson hurt the Owls in 
the 1,600-meter race. 

The Owls still managed to run 
their best time of the year, crossing 
the line in 3:34.46, but a smooth 
handoff could very well have taken 
off the 1.57 seconds the Owls needed 
to be among the eight teams advanc-
ing to the finals. 

"As for the relay, it's not always 
the fastest eight that make it, it's the 
luckiest eight," Teteris, who ran the 
third leg of the 1,600-meter relay, 
said. "It depends on so many things, 
especially at a meet like this, and 
today one thing was off." 
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Davis, Oleksy fail to score at NCAAs 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Rice men's track and field 
team was arguably the best team that 
didn't score points at the NCAA out-
door track and field championships 
in Eugene, Ore. May 30-June 2. 

Two Owls, freshman Adam Davis 
and sophomoreTommy Oleksy, just 
missed a spot on the eight-athlete 
award podium — and the points that 
accompany a top-eight finish — by 
placing ninth in their events. Sopho-
more Ryan Harlan hovered near the 
top of the decathlon standings 
through the first eight events before 
fading to an llth-place finish. All 
three athletes finished higher than 
they were seeded on the prelimi-
nary list of competitors' best marks 
heading into the meet. 

Although it's obvious there's still 
a long way to go for Rice to be one of 
the top teams at the national meet, 
it's important to recognize that the 
Owls are making significant 
progress. A year ago, no male ath-
lete from Rice advanced to the na-
tional meet. This year, the Owls had 
three competitors who each proved 
they belonged and who have at least 
two years in the future to improve on 
their finishes. 

"The future of this team looks 
really good," Head Coach Jon War-
ren said. "Obviously having Ryan, 
Tommy and Adam returning, who 
are sophomore, sophomore and 
freshman respectively, is a huge 
plus. We have a dream to take over 
half a dozen athletes to the national 
meet and in addition to have a relay 
or two qualify." 

Harlan probably stole the biggest 

Freshman Adam Davis learned to avoid going too fast at March's NCAA 
indoor meet. Davis might have taken the lesson a little too seriously, though, 
as he was just .05 seconds away from advancing to the final. 

share of the spotlight of the three 
Owls in Eugene with his perfor-
mance in the decathlon. He entered 
the meet seeded just 18th of the 19 
athletes who qualified, but a strong 
first day of competition allowed 
Harlan to stand in third place at the 
halfway point. Running the fastest 
time in the field in the 110-meter 
hurdles pushed him up to second 
place, and personal bests in the dis-
cus and the pole vault, traditionally 
his weakest events, kept him in con-
tention to score points. 

His magical streak came to a pre-
mature end, however, as his javelin 
throw of 149 feet was more than 40 
feet short of his personal record, and 
his time of 5 minutes, 13.14 seconds in 

t he 1,500-meter run was the slowest in 
the field. Still, the performance sur-
passed most expectations of Harlan, 
who didn't qualify for the NCAA meet 
until his final competition of the regu-
lar season, the Western Athletic Con-
ference championships. 

"Ryan's performance was really 
impressive because of a number of 
factors," Warren said. "He only be-
gan training in January. He hurt his 
foot in April of 2000 and had surgery 
on it in September. These two fac-
tors prevented him from doing any 
fitness training and being able to 
only work a little on technique. His 
training in January focused on his 
two worst events, the discus and the 

See MEN, Page 19 

: ~ y 'i - J ( 

COURTESY SEAN SCOT7 

While Allison Beckford, shown here running the 1,600-meter relay at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships, didn't win a national championship in the relay because of a poor handoff between seniors Kele 
Anderson and Keisha Robertson, she realized her dream of winning a national title by winning the 400-meter dash. 

Beckford crowned national champion 
BECKFORD, from Pane 1 
individual outdoor NCAA title in a 
running event. 

Beckford's final time was a wind-
plagued 52.33, but the enormous 
amount of talent finishing behind 
her left no doubt as to the signifi-
cance of her accomplishments. Miki 
Barber, a junior from South Caro-
lina who finished fourth, won last 
year's NCAA title, was a member of 
the United States 1,600-meter relay 
team at the 2000 Sydney Olympics, 
and was the silver medalist in the 
400 at the 1999 World University 
Games. Barber's teammate, junior 
Demetria Washington, finished sec-
ond behind Barber at last year's 
NCAA meet and had to settle for 
second again this year behind 
Beckford. 

"She's a strong woman," Head 
Coach Victor Lopez said. "She ran a 
perfect race. She came around the 
first 200 in 24.2 [seconds], just like 
we had planned. I told her at the top 
of the curve to make sure she was in 
contact, race tall, use her sprinting 
mechanics, show her stride and 
come home, and that's what she did. 
There's a lot of great talent here. I 

think she's one of the top athletes 
here." 

Beckford had plenty going 
against her in the 400. She faced a 
field full of athletes with far more 
experience in high-pressure compe-
titions, especially in the 400. 

A brutal wind greeted the ath-
letes at the halfway point of the race. 
After running in the 400 hurdles and 
the 1,600-meter relay, the race was 
Beckford's fifth 400 of the week, 
more than any other athlete at the 
meet. 

After her disappointment in los-
ing the 400 hurdles, however, 
Beckford's hunger for a win more 
than compensated for all that. 

"I came here for the 400 hurdles," 
she said. Tha t ' s my baby. When I 
lost, I was very disappointed. I really 
wanted that. After I lost, I said, 'Well, 
you have the 400 to go.' I said, 'I'm 
going to run the 400 like I'm crazy 
tomorrow.' 

"At the 200-meter mark, I felt the 
wind. The wind was so strong — it 
was really hard to keep going. I felt 
like stopping but I couldn't. There 
was nothing I could do. I just had to 
keep running. Then 1 realized I had 

it, and I just kept going." 
Beckford's performances earned 

her 18 total points, more in indi-
vidual events than any other athlete 
at the meet. The 400/400 hurdles 
double is rarely attempted, but 
Beckford said she had put in the 
necessary work to make it happen. 

"It's difficult to do this, but I 
trained for it," she said. "I practice 
harder than this. I do back-to-backs, 
I do 500s, I run on the hills and do 
long distances." 

Beckford begins competition for 
her native Jamaica in the Central 
American and Caribbean Champi-
onships today, and hopes to qualify 
for August's World Championships 
in Edmonton, Canada. Her time of 
51.50 meets the automatic standard 
for the 400, but she may need to 
shave some time off her 400 hurdles 
mark to qualify, as she has only met 
the provisional standard. 

"The trials are back home in Ja-
maica," she said. "In the 400hurdles, 
I need to run a qualifying time under 
56 seconds. I could've done that time 
here, but I missed that last hurdle. 
But hopefully I'll make it to the World 
Championships." 

VISIT THE RICE 
CAMPUS STORE! ! 

We have a VARIETY of 
merchandise to choose from... 

Rice Campus Store 
20% OFF ! 

This 20% Coupon is to use toward the purchases of: 

^ A L L Rice Insignia Merchandise 

20% Coupon good for the above items ONLY. This does not 
include Computer Software. Books or School Supplies-

Exp i ra t ion date 9 /1 /01. 

Fall Hours: M-F 8:30a - 5:00p * Sat 10:00a - 2:00p 
(ciosed Sunday) Phone (713) 348-4052 

w e b s i t e : h t t p : / / d a c n e t . r i c e . e d u / p r o j e c t s / r c s t o r e 

Best of luck to all students at 
Rice University. We wish you 

much success with your 
academic endeavors. Please let 

us know how we can be of 
assistance to you. Be sure to visit 

us at our website http:/ / 
www.rufrice.edu/-reg/ for 

answers to many of your 
questions. 

From your friends in the Office of the 
Registrar, reg@rice.edu. 

a special musical experience... 

RICE J A Z Z 
with Director of Jazz Studies, Larry Slezak 

Rice Jazz Ensemble and Rice Jazz Lab offer 
both big band and small ensemble perfor-
mance opportunities. Open auditions are 
held at the beginning of the fall semester for • 
placement only. One academic credit hour 
may be earned (MUSI 342). Jazz improv 
lessons are also available (MUSI 345). For 
more information, contact Larry Slezak at the 
Rice Bands Department: 

E-mail: tenorone@rice.edu or themob@rice.edu 
Call: 1-800-WHY-RICE (949-7423) 

or in Houston (713) 348-2346 
Web Site: http://mob.rice.edu 

http://dacnet.rice.edu/projects/rcstore
http://www.rufrice.edu/-reg/
mailto:reg@rice.edu
mailto:tenorone@rice.edu
mailto:themob@rice.edu
http://mob.rice.edu
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Want to see 50,000 pushpins 
put to good use? 

Rice University Art Gallery 
www.rice.edu/ruag 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Communion 
Services 

every 
Saturday at 6:00p.m. 

and 
Sunday at 8:30 a.m. 

and 10:50 a.m. 

CHRIST 
Kl t fSy 

LVTHfc'RAN E 
CHVRCH 

fcOU^V HOUSTON Ti!XAf> 7/0 
71J 52 J 2 * 6 4 • F A X 7 ) 
c&^nccsoft com • www r.co*. 

On the corner o f Rice and Greenbr iar (across f r o m Rice S tad ium) 

Free Weekly Student Luncheons after Sunday 10:50 a.m. worship 
Weekly On-Campus Cookie Breaks 

Weekly Night Fellowship/ Study Group 
Community Service Projects 

Contact: Pastor Beth Warpmaeker. Campus Minister 
Phone: 713-523-2864 % Email: bethwarpmaekeriftictkelc.org 

ON CAMPUS 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Available in the NEW Campus Recreation Center 

Department in the Gymnasium 

Posi t ions Available: 

Student Manager 
Entry Monitor 

Activity Attendant 
Administrative Assistant 

Contac t the 
O p e r a t i o n s Desk @ x4059 

Lifeguards needed! 

Contact Scott Wray @ x2742 

For additional information see 
wuno.ruf.ricc.edu/~ricerec/eniploymcnt.htm 

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE OPERATIONS DESI-
IN THE GYMNASIUM 

Jump In! Get on Board! Get Involved! 

Owls end year at Super Regionals 

•mm » • *yppp • • *' 
BRIAN STOLER/THRESHER 

Despite heroic comebacks and winning streaks in the first-ever Regional at Reckling Park, the Owls were swept out of the Super 
Regional by Nebraska, ending their hopes of a return to the College World Series. 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHl-R STAFF 

Many will remember the 2001 
Rice baseball season as the year of 
what should have been. 

For a season with so much prom-
ise, so much talent and so many 
more ups than downs, a trip to the 
College World Series — if not a na-
tional championship — seemed the 
only fitting end. 

But Rice didn't quite live up to its 
lofty expectations. The Owls fell two 
wins short of what would have been 
their third trip to Omaha in the past 
five years when the University of 
Nebraska swept them out of the 
NCAA Super Regionals June 1-2 in 
Lincoln, Neb. 

For players and coaches, it was a 
bitterly disappointing ending. 

"All of us, we expected to go to 
Omaha," junior center fielder A.J. 
Porfiriosaid. "That was our goal from 
day one, so it's disappointing. But I 
don't have any doubt in my mind 
that every guy on our team played 
his guts out." 

TTie numbers will show a 47-20 
record and a final national ranking 
of 12th for the 2001 Owls. But that's 
not quite the whole story. Rice, with 
a 26-10 mark in Western Athletic 
Conference play, won its fifth straight 
WAC championship and sixth 
straight conference title overall. 

'Hie list of accomplishments goes 
on. The Owls held the No. 1 ranking 
in the nation for six weeks and were 
never ranked lower than 16th. They 
boasted an 11-3 mark against ranked 
teams and lost the season series to 
just two of their 20 opponents (1-2 
against Nebraska, 0-1 against Purdue 
University). 

And to top it all off, the team 
made history May 25-28 by hosting 
the first-ever NCAA Regional at 
Reckling Park — and then winning 
it in dramatic fashion, earning a trip 
to the aforementioned Super 
Regionals.In other words, although 
the Owls didn't return to the College 
World Series, they still had a very 
good year. 

"As a whole, we had a great sea-
son," senior righthander Kenny 
Baugh said. "We wanted to reach 
the ultimate goal, and we fell just a 
little bit short. But it was definitely a 
great year." 

While many different factors con-

tributed to the Owls' premature exit 
from postseason play — including a 
very good Nebraska team that sim-
ply outplayed Rice in two impressive 
wins — two seem to stand out. 

The first and likely most impor-
tant was the injury factor. Rice spent 
all season battling through assorted 
injuries, with 11 of the team's top 19 
players bothered by some sort of 
ailment. 

'All of us, we expected 

to go to Omaha. That 

was our goal from day 

one, so it's 

disappointing. ' 
— A J . Porfirio 

junior center fielder 

The most devastating injuries 
were the three season-ending ones. 
Freshman second baseman Jose 
Enrique Cruz missed the last two 
months of the year with a broken 
bone in his right wrist. Sophomore 
lefthander Jonathan Gonzalez 
missed the final six weeks with a 
recurring lower back problem, and 
junior right fielder Mike Lorsbach 
missed out on the Super Regionals 
with a broken finger. All three were 
sorely missed. 

"TTie only thing we didn't accom-
plish was getting back to the Col-
lege World Series, and injuries were 
the main factor there," Baugh said. 
"The injury factor was just too big to 
overcome." 

The other factor was a brutal 
schedule that had Rice playing five 
games a week for five straight weeks 
through late March and most of 
April. The grind caught up to the 
Owls, who after going 13-3 in Febru-
ary and 14-3 in March went just 11-9 
in April. 

The slump likely dropped Rice 
out of contention to host the Super 
Regional at Reckling Park, a factor 
that might have made the road to 
Omaha quite a bit smoother. 

But one thing that should always 
be remembered about the 2001 Rice 
baseball team is the way it never. 

even under the direst of circum 
stances, gave up fighting. 

It was a trait that shone through 
from the very first game of the sea-
son, when Rice edged out Baylor 
University 1-0 thanks to senior first 
baseman Jesse Roman's game-win-
ning lOth-inning home run. 

A week later, the Owls recorded 
one of the more memorable wins in 
school history when they put to-
gether a two-out, two-run rally in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to edge 
then-top-ranked Georgia Institute of 
Technology 5-4. 

They did it again a few days later, 
defeating the University of Houston 
5-2 on a game-winning ninth-inning 
grand slam by senior catcher Phillip 
Ghutzman. 

"It was a great pleasure to play 
with these guys because they al-
ways fought, even until the last oqt 
of the last game," Roman said. "When 
you have a team that fights like that, 
it's always fun." 

Time and again, the Owls found 
ways to come back and win games 
that seemed out of reach. But they 
somehow managed to top them-
selves in the Regionals. 

After blowing a 9-0 eighth-inning 
lead in an 11-10 loss to Baylor May 26, 
Rice faced the daunting challenge of 
having to win three straight games in 
two days to extend its season. 

The Owls took care of business 
the next day, beating the University 
ofTexas at Arlington 14-2 and Baylor 
7-4 to set up a winner-take-all rematch 
against the Bears on May 28. 

The Owls trailed 4-2 entering the 
ninth inning of the Regional champi-
onship game but put together a stun-
ning three-run rally to win the game 
in front of a school-record crowd of 
4,577. 

It was a victory that defined what 
the team was all about. 

"From the outhouse to the pent-
house, that's what that was," Head 
Coach Wayne Graham said. "I 
couldn't be prouder of them. And I 
don't think you can ever, ever ques-
tion their character, not after what 
they came back from and what they 
had to do to win. I'm grateful. 

"What made | thatl win so great 
was the problems we had a couple of 
nights [before], I thought this team 
had great heart, and they justified my 
faith in them. It's wonderful to see the 
triumph of the human spirit, always." 

Fox, Ghutzman ink free agent deals 
DRAFT, from Page 16 
the Astros' affiliate in the Appala-
chian League, an advanced rookie 
league. 

An additional pick of note was a 
member of Rice's incoming class. 
Philip Humber, a righthanded 
pitcher from Carthage High School, 
was picked in the 29th round (875 
overall) by the Yankees. 

Somewhat surprisingly, junior 
shortstop Eric Arnold, junior center 

fielder AJ. Porfirio and junior pitcher 
PhilipTribe did not hear their names 
called on draft day, meaning they 
will return to Rice for their senior 
years in the fall. 

Whether Martin, Brown and 
Humber will join them will remain up 
in the air until the first day of classes. 

"It's all who shows up the first day 
of classes," head coach Wayne Gra-
ham said. "This draft is an endurance 
test. You have to have contingency 

plans on top of your contingency plans 
because you just never know." 

Finally, two more Rice seniors — 
infielder Matt Fox and catcher Phillip 
Ghutzman — signed free agent con-
tracts with major league teams. 

Fox signed with the Kansas City 
Royals and is playing in the Class A 
Northwest League, while Ghutzman 
signed with the Cincinnati Reds and 
is playing in the Gulf Coast League, 
a rookie league. 

I 

http://www.rice.edu/ruag
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Sophomore Ryan Harlan's practice in the pole vault, usually his weakest event, paid off at the NCAA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships, as he cleared a personal-record to remain in contention for a top-eight finish. Harlan, who 
came into the meet seeded 18th of 19 competitors, faded to 11th after the javelin and 1,500-meter run. 

Owls already looking to next year 
MEN, from Page 17 
pole vault, not fitness. 

"The NCAA meet for Ryan 
started only 10 days after the WAC 
meet. That is not near enough 
time to recover and then perform 
at your best in the decathlon. To 
be able to perform like he did with 
that little background work is truly 
impressive." 

In the long jump, Oleksy was the 
last qualifier for the final with a 
jump of 25 feet, 3 1/2 inches, more 
than seven inches short of his sea-
son best. When he couldn't improve 
upon his mark in his three jumps in 
the final, he had to settle for a ninth-
place finish. 

"I was excited at first, but I didn't 
feel right," Oleksy said. "I didn't 
have it. You're going to have bad 
days when you compete. That's 
probably the first bad day I've had 
all year. I came in ranked 11th and 
finished ninth but I'm the type of 
person that expects better of my-
self. My second and third jumps 
were good. My technique was a 
little off and I was having trouble 
with the landings. Maybe I was 
getting a little tired — I didn't have 
anything left." 

Oleksy said the magic of the 
atmosphere of Hayward Field and 

Eugene, often regarded as the Ameri-
can capital of track and field, doesn't 
necessarily apply to the long jump. 

"I don't really like this place," he 
said. "It's a great place for long dis-
tances and sprints, but I think there's 
something about the longjump pit. Only 
two people jumped their [personal 
record] and everybody else gave less 
than their best effort. It's my first time at 
the outdoor national meet. I'll be back." 

Davis likely came the closest of the 
three Owls to cracking thf top eight. 
After a lightning-quick pace in his heat 
of the 800-meter run, Davis surged to 
finish fourth in his heat in 1:48.50. The 
top two athletes in each of three heats 
automatically advance to the finals, as 
well as the remaining athletes with the 
two fastest times. Davis' time was just 
.05 seconds slower than Floyd Thomp-
son of Baylor, who grabbed the eighth 
spot in the final with a time of 1:48.45. 

"During the race, I took it out a 
little slow," Davis said. "That was kind 
of the idea because I want to stay as 
relaxed as possible in the beginning, 
so I can finish strong. I started to kick 
and I passed a few people as I came 
into the finish and ran a pretty good 
time. However, if I could change some-
thing about the race, I would have 
started my move a little sooner and I 
might have been able to put myself 

into position to run a faster time and 
make the finals." 

There's no reason to believe these 
three athletes won't be back next 
year, and they hope to return stron-
ger physically after another year of 
training and stronger mentally, 
armed with the experience of this 
year's NCAA meet again. 

With a few other team members 
who met the NCAA provisional quali-
fying standard this year, as well as 
the return of senior distance star 
Lachlan MacArthur from studying 
abroad, it might be a long time be-
fore Rice goes scoreless at the NCAA 
meet again. 

"Next year the team will have 
[junior high jumper] Reed Ballisand 
[sophomore long jumper] Vaughn 
Walwyn return, both of whom provi-
sionally qualified for the NCAAmeet 
this year," Warren said. "Lachlan 
McArthur will return from studying 
abroad and he made the NCAA pro-
visional list in 2000 in the Steeple-
chase. [Junior] Keith Pierce just 
missed the provisional standard this 
year in the 1,500. 

"The team also has others that, if 
they focus, can qualify for the NCAA 
meet as well as place highly at the 
WAC meet. The team is headed in 
the right direction." 

Executive Recruitment Intern Position 
Recrui tment Coordinator (Part-Time) 

**Possib le Internship** 
Come he a part of a dynamic work team! We*are a successful 18-year-old Houston-based 

retained executive search firm with long-standing major clients throughout the United States 

and overseas. Our reputation for uncompromising quality and performance over the years 

provides us with 90% of our workload in repeat business annually. An outgoing personality 

and good communication skills arc essential. 

Appropriate majors include Marketing, Management, Human Resource Management, Inter-

national Business. Communications, and General Business. Fluency in other languages is a 

plus. The Executive Recruitment field is dynamic, fast-paced, and sure to offer the motivated 

college student invaluable hands-on experience. 

Intern Duties: 

• Research competitive data 

• Prepare candidate references and candidate synopses 

• Fax written correspondence to clients and candidates 

• Update weekly progress reports 

• Conduct administrative tasks 

• Prepare client information to send to candidates 

• Gain in-depth knowledge or entire search process 

• Assist in searches if appropriate 

• Control and handle mail f low out of off ice 

For additional information please contact Lisa Wang @ Kristan 
International Inc. at (713) 961-3040, fax your resume to (713) 961-3626 

or e-mail lwang®>kristan.com. 

Rice Contract 
Post Office 

FOR ALL YOUR MAILING AND 
SHIPPING NEEDS 

Federal Express Air and Ground 
Mailing and Shipping Supplies 

Faxing 

Location: Annex Building 
Hours: 8 am - 4 pm 

Monday through Friday 
Phone: x2538 

We accept cash or checks only 

HELP WANTED 
Physics & Astronomy 

Positions Available 

S t u d e n t O f f i c e A s s i s t a n t s 
$8.00/hour; flexible schedule 
H e a d G r a d e r 
$8.75/hour (PHYS 101/102, 125/126, 201/202) 
G r a d e r 
$8.00/hour (PHYS 101/102, 125/126, 201/202) 
L a b A s s i s t a n t s 
$9.00/hour (PHYS 101 or 125) 

For detailed infonnation about each position, see 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~fina/Jobs/studentjob.htm 

me MOB 
Rice Un ive rs i t y ' s 

*Play at home football 2001 Football Schedule 
games at Rice Stadium! Sept. r 

Sept. 8 
- . . . ,. Sept. 15 

*Saxes, Guitars, Violins, Sep t 2g 
Kazoos... if you can play oct.6 

Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 

. , Oct. 27 

*Hate marching? So do Nov 3 

we! We're a scatter Nov. 10 
band! ki 

Nov. 24 

No musical experience? No problem! Help design 
and build props like our 28-foot titanic replica 
and spice up shows with wacky antics as a Show 
Assistant! 

Contac t Us 
r e c r u i t i n g @ m o b . r i c e . e d u 

1.800.WHY.RICE o r 
71 3.348.2346 

it, we want it! 

Marching Owl Band 

Nov. 17 

(^Houston 
Duke 
(SNebraska 
@Hawaii 
Boise State 
@Navy 
Nevada 
@La. Tech 
@Fresno 
Tulsa 
Texas-El Paso 
@SMU 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~fina/Jobs/studentjob.htm
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Brumfield pulls double duty as WNBA player, Rice coach 
Two years after graduating, Brumfield holds down jobs as a Miami Sol point guard and Lady Owl assistant coach 

_ i •• '-.J-'ja'' ',A •.. 

by Jason Gershman 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

When Maria Brumfield crossed 
the stage to receive her Rice degree 
in May of2000, the mathematics and 
managerial studies double major was 
in the midst of perhaps the toughest 
"job interview" of any of her class-
mates. 

The women's basketball standout 
was the first Lady Owl drafted by the 
Women's National Basketball Asso-
ciation, taken in the second round 
by the Minnesota Lynx just two 
weeks before her graduation from 
Rice. 

Brumfield not only made the 11-
player roster when the season 
started that Memorial Day, but she 
started 17 games for the Lynx. She 
played in all 32 contests that season 
at the point guard position and led 
the team in field goal percentage at 
46.5 percent. 

'Now I have to grow off 
of what they saw of me 
in terms of potential.' 

— Maria Brumfield 
Assistant women's basketball 

coach 

The feat is even more amazing 
when one considers that she was 
primarily a shooting guard through-
out her Rice career, with the excep-
tion of her senior year when she saw 
some time at point guard . 

COURTESY SPORTS INFORMATION 

Maria Brumfield 

Brumfield's growth as a point guard 
attracted other coaches in the league, 
including Ron Rothstein, head coach 
of the Miami Sol. 

Rothstein was impressed enough 
with her play that he acquired 
Brumfield in a trade with Minnesota 
in April. Known as a defensive spe-
cialist in his three seasons as inau-
gural head coach of the NBA's Mi-
ami Heat, the Rothstein-led Sol were 
the league leaders in fewest points 
allowed during their inaugural sea-
son last summer. He believes 
Brumfield, who is Rice's all-time 
leader in career steals with 311, can 
help his team make the playoffs this 
season. m 

"We really liked her in the draft 
last year but we passed her by," 
Rothstein said. "At that point, I 
thought we needed a player who 

could score and we took a player we 
thought could score some points 
for us. But it didn't work out that 
way. 

"We always liked Maria. We liked 
her athleticism and her work ethic 
and the things she could do on the 
court. She had a very solid season 
last year in Minnesota. When the 
opportunity presented itself with 
[Minnesota head] coach IBrian] 
Agler, we went ahead and traded for 
her." 

Brumfield admits she was caught 
off-guard by the news of the trade 
but said she was excited to make the 
move after discovering the reasons 
for it. 

"At first I was like, 'How could 
they [Minnesota] not want me?'But 
it wasn't the case," Brumfield said. 
"It was just that Miami saw I had 
potential and they sought after me. 
That made me feel much better about 
the whole situation. Now I have to 
grow off of what they saw of me in 
terms of potential." 

For now, Brumfield hopes to turn 
playing in the WNBA into a sus-
tained career rather than just a sum-
mer job. Currently, Brumfield is 
working to juggle her WNBA career 
with her other job as a Rice women's 
basketball assistant coach during the 
school year. 

Last July, Rice head coach Cristy 
McKinney named Brumfield to re-
place Shane Brown as a Lady Owl 
assistant coach. Because the WNBA 
season runs from May through Sep-
tember and the Lady Owl season 
runs from October through March, 
Brumfield said doing both jobs is 
possible. 

This summer, Brumfield will 

' 

* 

COURTESY SPORTS INFORMATION 

Maria Brumfield, once an Owl, currently plays for the Miami Sol in the WNBA. 
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Former Rice Lady Owl Maria Brumfield, now an assistant women's basketball coach at Rice, has also been playing in 
the WNBA since last year. 

write letters and make phone calls to 
new Owl recruits and may travel on 
recruiting trips. 

"I think she can be successful at 
both [careers]," Lady Owl head 
coach Cristy McKinney said. "We're 
working with the coaches in Miami 
like we worked with her coaches in 
Minnesota last summer. Maria 
works hard and is dedicated to both 
and there is no reason why she can't 
do both jobs well." 

While Brumfield was thrust into 
the point guard role in Minnesota, a 
team that had no true point guard on 
the roster, she will be backing up 
one of the most successful and most 
experienced point guards in the 
league in Miami. 

Debbie Black is in her 14th sea-
son playing professional basketball 
and, despite standing just 5 feet, 3 
inches tall, she has had success play-
ing in numerous professional 
leagues in Australia and the United 
States. 

"Debbie's great — she's taken 
me under her wing and taught me a 
lot," Brumfield said. "She's helped 
me with the learning curve at this 
position as much as she could and I 
couldn't possibly have asked for any-
thing more fromher." 

Brumfield averages just under 10 
minutes per game for the Sol and 
had a season-high 12 points in a 68-

63 loss against the Utah Starzz June 
27. The Sol currently stand third in 
the Eastern Conference with a 10-9 
record. 

"I'm still getting adjusted here. 
Minnesota ran a straight motion pf-
fepse while Mjami.is mostly a'set 
play offense." Z 

Black is impressed at- the 
progress Brumfield has made in just 
a short time at Miami. 

'/ think she can he 

successful at both 

[careers! 
— Lady Owl head coach Cristy 

McKinnev 

"Maria is great and adds dimen-
sion," Black said. "She's a nice-sized 
point guard and plays terrific de-
fense and can set up our offense. 
This is her second year and she is 
very mature for her young age. 

"She just needs to keep learn-
ing, and you never stop learning at 
this level. She's a bright light and 
she always brings the energy level 
up." ! 

Jobs at Rice 

Part time opportunities 
at Subway, RMC Cafe, 

Cohen House, Rice 
Catering, and College 

Food Service. 

Contact rebeccal@rice.edu for 
more information 

ACTIVITIES FAIR! 
Friday, August 31st, 2001 

1 PM - 4 PM 

STUDENT CENTER 
GRAND HALL & RAY COURTYARD 

Learn about all the clubs and 
activities available to you at Rice 

PONT MISS m 
For more information, e-mail Heather Masden 

a t hmasden@rice.edu 

Threshers 
a), a newspaper 

b). a club 

c). a paying job 

d). a shark 

e). all of the above | 

thresher@rice.edu 

mailto:rebeccal@rice.edu
mailto:hmasden@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Wilks looks to take his game to the next level 
Following stellar Rice career, on- and off-court leader hopes professional basketball is in his future 

by Jason Gershman and 
Ryan Keedy 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

He paraded out through the 
Sallyport with the rest of the seniors 
May 12, but you probably haven't 
seen the last of Mike Wilks. 

He may be coming to a television 
set near you. The 5-foot-ll-incn 
guard is hoping to overcome a few 
hurdles, not the least of which is his 
height, and earn a spot on a National 
Basketball Association team roster. 

"Every kid who loves basketball 
has that dream of making it into the 
NBA," Wilks said. "I can't even re-
member at what age I began to think 
about it, but I was really young. It 
would be a dream come true." 

7 don't think we will be 
able to replace a Mike 
Wilks.... When you 
look at Mike, you see 
him as a person more 
than anything else.' 

- Willis Wilson 
Men's basketball coach 

After a stellar senior season in 
which Wilks was named first-team 
all-Western Athletic Conference 
and finished second in scor ing in 
the conference with 20.1 points 
per game, he was even named 
WAC Player of the Year by College 
Insider. 

Wilks was not selected in the NBA 
draft, but the Sacramento Kings did 
invite him to play for them in the 
Southern California Summer Pro 
League July 9-16. 

Wilks played well during the 
short camp, starting four of the five 
games. He averaged 30.0 minutes 
per game while dropping in 6.4 
points, 2.8 rebounds and 2.6 assists 
per game. He also shot 41.2 percent 
from the floor. 

The Kings had nothing but praise 
for Wilks going into the tryout. 

"We worked him out two times 
against some highly rated guys and 

he performed well," Kings Director 
of Player Personnel Scotty Sterling 
said. *^Ve think the summer camp is 
a good place for him to start and 
[Kings head coach] Rick [Adelman] 
really likes him." 

For now, Wilks must wait to see if 
the Kings will invite him back for the 
start of preseason training camp in 
the fall. 

But if that doesn't happen, he 
says he still has other options. 

"If it doesn't work out, then I still 
hope to play in some league." Wilks 
said. "Perhaps that would be in the 
new developmental league, or I could 
begin to look overseas." 

Coaches and fellow players are 
cautiously optimistic about Wilks' 
chances, but most are convinced he 
will eventually prove himself and 
earn a spot on an NBA roster. 

"Next year I actually see Mike 
playing basketball professionally 
somewhere," said Omar-Seli Mance, 
a sophomore point guard and Wilks' 
roommate. "I really do. I think his 
talent is there, and also he's striving 
real hard in the off-season to get 
there. 

"I know he 's one of those guys 
that 's going to work hard, and if he 
has something in his mind that he 's 
intent on doing, he accomplishes 
most of those things." 

Men ' s basketball head coach 
Willis Wilson said Wilks is capable 
of succeeding in the NBA despite 
the fact that most professional shoot-
ing guards are up to six inches taller 
than Wilks. 

"I think his size is a concern of 
some people," Wilson said. "The best 
players are guys who can play, and 
he can play. I don't think his size, 
when all is said and done, is as much 
a factor as it is today. He has supe-
rior strength and quickness for a 
guy his size and they allow him to 
overcome that issue. 

"What one scout told me is that 
he has a unique balance of quick-
ness and strength. That certainly is 
a strong suit for him. There is a 
general consensus that he has genu-
ine NBA talent," Wilson said. 

"It might take him a year or two 
to get in the league. He'll definitely 
have some opportunities to get in-
vited to NBA camps. He's on the 
radar for the National Basketball 
Developmental League." 

f * l r* Jg, »< 
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RENATA ESCOVAR/THRESHER 

In his final season as a Rice Owl, Mike Wilks (34) took on the role of team leader both on and off the court. Even 
though the Owls finished the year a disappointing 14-16, including a 5-11 mark in the Western Athletic Conference, 
Wilks was recognized by coaches and his peers as one of the outstanding players in the conference. 

Wilks also hopes to overcome 
the hurdle of coming from a school 
without a consistent line of NBA 
players. As if he hadn't done enough 
for Rice basketball already, by land-
ing on an NBA roster he would help 
bring Rice's program immediate ex-
posure and credibility on a national 
level. 

"I think people around the coun-
try Have respect for Rice basket-
ball," Wilson said. "We have had 
numerous players, about a guy ev-
ery other year, play in either the 
Portsmouth, Phoenix or Chicago 
pre-draft camps. There was one 
summer that we had seven Rice 
graduates in NBA camps. I think 
people recognize the fact that we 
play good basketball. 

'He's carried himself 
with a lot of pride and a 
lot of dignity. When he 
wasn't even watching, 
we were watching him, 
trying to learn from 
him.' 

— Rashid Smith 
Freshman guard 

"If Mike can make it, it certainly 
solidifies that notion and brings our 
program to a new level. It would have 
a positive influence on our program. 
Guys like Mike Wilks validate the 
term 'student-athlete."' 

While Rice's basketball reputa-
tion may benefit from his success, 
Wilks believes Rice must upgrade 
its facilities in order to significantly 
improve recruitment of top high 
school prospects. 

"[If I make it] I could show that, 

STEPPING UP 

even though it's a small Division I 
school, you can play at Rice and 
still make it to the NBA," Wilks 
said. "Rice has excellent academ-
ics and has excellent athletic staff, 
but we need better facilities. We've 
been hurt by our poor facilities. 
They ' re not up to par. Often, re-
cruits are turned off from Rice be-
cause of the facilities." 

Regardless of the long-term ef-
fects on Rice's reputation, Wilks 
has left an indelible mark on the 
university, his teammates and his 
fellow s tudents and coaches both 
on and off the court. 

In the classroom, the economics 
major earned the distinction of Rice 
Scholar Athlete for having one of the 
top grade point averages on the bas-
ketball team. 

On the court, his humble leader-
ship keeps his team composed and 
focused. 

"I don't think we will be able to 
replace a Mike Wilks," Wilson said. 
"Mike's just a great person. I think 
when you look at Mike, you see 
him as a person more than any-
thing else. He's such a warm, gen-
erous person. 

"My first impression of him was 
that he could be a terrific player. I 
think his best days as a player are 
ahead of him." 

Mance said few people realize 
just how much Wilks has impacted 
the lives of his teammates and Rice 
peers. 

"I think his strongest quality off 
the court is just being involved and 
being a leader, and not really seclud-
ing himself from other people but 
just being helpful in all other aspects 
of life," Mance said. "I think he does 
so much with the community, he 
does so much on the Rice campus, 
and he does so much even with the 
basketball team that a lot of it is 
overlooked and people really don't 
see it. 

"There are a lot of things that he 
does that he doesn't want the acco-

lades for, and I think those are the 
ones that really count in life, be-
cause you really affect people's lives." 

Wilks' character impressed for-
ward Erik Cooper, the other se-
nior on the squad, when he trans-
ferred to Rice from Loyola Univer-
sity. 

'Every kid who loves 
basketball has that 
dream of making it into 
the NBA. I can't even 
remember at what age I 
began to think about it.' 

- Mike Wilks 
Senior guard 

"He taught me that spiritual 
growth, above all, is the most impor-
tant thing in life," Cooper said. "Mike 
is very devout and I believe he is a 
source of strength for many people." 

Because injuries have decimated 
the lineup the last two years, the Rice 
team has been very young. As one of 
the oldest and most experienced play-
ers, Wilks was cast in the spotlight 
and relied upon heavily. 

As a result, he served as a role 
model for many of Rice's younger 
players. 

"I think we took from what Mike 
was doing on and off the court," 
freshman guard Rashid Smith said. 
"He's been here for four years, he 
knows the ropes, and he's a great 
player. [The freshmen have] been 
trying learn and emulate the stuff he 
does so we can get to that level. 

" [He taught me] how to carry your-
self. He's carried himself with a lot of 
pride and a lot of dignity. When he 
wasn't even watching, we were watch-
ing him, trying to learn from him." 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

After starting his career as a point guard, Mike Wilks made a smooth 
transition to being Rice's No. 1 scoring option as a senior. As a result, he 
posted career highs In points per game (20.1) and shooting percentage 
(.438) while still finding time to average 3 .0 assists and 4.9 rebounds. 

Senior Mike Wilks has grown from a role player into one of the nation's premier shooting guards. Now. he hopes 
his progress has been substantial enough to earn him a spot on a National Basketball Association roster in the 
upcoming years. Wilks' career statistics as an Owl: 

SEASON POINTS SHOOTING ASSISTS REBOUNDS 

2 0 0 0 - 0 1 
T"'"' 

20.1 .438. 3.0 4 .9 

1 9 9 9 - 0 0 15.8 .399 3.3 4.0 

1998-'99 
v f * -• , 8.2 .391 4 .1 4 .4 

1997-'98 4.8 .357 2.6 2.6 
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thefriggin' backpage?' Classifieds 
HOUSING 
GARAGE APARTMENT AVAILABLE 
in exchange for tutoring/childcare for 
3 teenagers; average 20 hours/week. 
Female non-smoker. 10 minutes from 
campus. Call (713) 629-4487. 

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED. 
Large 2 bedroom apartment, 8 min-
utes from Rice. $420/month + utilities. 
If interested, leave message at (281) 
217-2279. 

GREAT APARTMENT in exchange for 
babysitting 20 hours/week. Short walk 
to campus. Most hours are from 3 p.m. 
— 7 p.m. weekdays. Call (713) 874-
0303. 

WORK FOR THE THRESHER Go to 
http://www. ricethresher. org or contact 
thresher@rice.edu for more info. :%! 

HELP WANTED 
NEED CHRISTIAN, NON-SMOKING, 
child-friendly person to help ran er-
rands and haul three elementary-age 
kids to after-school activities. Will pay 
by the hour or possibly could exchange 
lodging in freestanding guesthouse. 
Call Nancy at (281) 331-3977 after 5. 

NOTES & NOTICES 
LEADERSHIP RICE. Courses, sum-
mer mentorships, grants for students. 
http://www. rice, edu/leadership. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 

.your ad. 

Notes & Notices submissions 
are published according to 
space availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 • 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

may 2Gjuly 18 
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(5), Bolt 2(7). SH—fteixatka: Leise (9), Stem (9), 
Seeiy (2). SF — Nebraska: Cole (5). Hopper (6). 
LOB — Rice 8, Nebraska 10. OP — Rice 1. 

BAYLOR 4 MCE 8 

NEBRASKA 9 RICE 6 

Score by Innings R H I 
Baylor (37-24) 010 100 020 — 4 9 3 
Rice (4718) 101 000 003 — 5 7 2 

Baylor: Josh Scott. Zane Carslon (9), Kyle Edens 
(9) and Kelly Shoppach. Rice: Kenny Baugh, Jeff 
Nichols (7), Nick Martin (8) and Phillip Ghutzman. 
Win — Martin (2-1). Loss — Carlson (1-6). Save — 
None. E — Baylor: Williams 2(16), Webb (1): Rice: 
Arnold (16). Brown (14). 2B — Baylor: Webb (3). 
HR — Baylor: Shoppach (12), Williams (13): Rice: 
Arnold (15). SB — Baylor: Murphy (9), Richmond 
(2). CS — Baylor: Dorneman (4), Webb (1); Rice: 
Porfirio(2). SH — Baylor: Mote(6): Rice: Ghutzman 
(4), Cunningham (4). LOB — Baylor 9, Rice 9. 

RICE 7 BAYLOR 4 

Score by Innings R H E 
Nebraska (50-14) 011 000 103 3 — 9 8 2 
Rice (47-20) 212 000 001 0— 6 12 3 

Nebraska: Brian Rodaway, Jamie Rodrigue (2), Thorn 
Ott (9) and Jed Morris, Tito Rivera. Rice: Kenny 
Baugh. Philip Tribe (9), Philip Barzilla (9) and Phillip 
Ghutzman. 
Win— Ott(5-2). Loss —Barzilla(3-4). Save —None. 
E — Nebraska: Blevins (16), Bolt (14); Rice: Arnold 
(17), Ghutzman (8), Roman (12). 2B — Nebraska: 
Cole (15); Rice: Porfirio (21), Jacobson (5). HR — 
Rice: Porfirio 2(11). SB — Nebraska: Leise (17), 
Johnson (7), Blevins (9). SH — Nebraska: Eymann 
(9). LOB — Nebraska 11, Rice 10. 

RICE 0 NEBRASKA 7 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice (47-19) 000 000 000 — 0 3 2 
Nebraska (49-14) 221 000 02X — 7 8 2 

Rice: Jon Skaggs, Nick Martin (8), Philip Tribe (8) and 
Phillip Ghutzman. Nebraska: Shane Komine and Jed 
Morris. 
Win — Komine (14-1). Loss— Skaggs (9-4). Save — 
None. E — Rice: Fox (19), Martin (2); Nebraska: 
Blevins 2(15). 2B — Rice: Porfirio (20); Nebraska: 
Leise (14), Hopper (19), Blevins (10). SB — 
Nebraska: Leise (16), Stern (27), Cole (28), Seely 

Score by Innings 
Rice (46-18) 
Baylor (37-23) 

R H E 
001 110 013 — 7 14 1 
200 100 001 — 4 10 1 

Paid Advertisement 

CONGRATULATIONS: 2001-2002 College Assistance 
Peer Program (CAP?) Esteemed Members 

SID RICHARDSON 
Cesar Berdeja 
Michelle Precourt 
Sarah Dcnsmore 
Judy George 
Gabe Ledeen 
Nate Chongsiriwatana 
Dave Nopachai 
Lauren Aronson 

WILL RICE 
Neil Joshi 
Xochil Rodriguez 
Marni King-Grill 
Eric Mazza 
Nicole Pannucci 
Jamis Jackson 
Caludette d 'Aubermont 
Vianna Davilla 

BAKER 
Annie Stein 
Chase Dan ford 
Meg Whitmore 
Mercedes Barrufia 
Omar-Seli Mance 
Lisa Rosen 
Joan Allen 
Amy Tankard 

VVIESS 
Natalie Briaud 
Jeff/Darius Roberts 
Jess Watkins 
Kalie Mayor 
Bryan Knight 
Cynthia Browne 
Erin Leach 
Catherine Armstrong 

M A R T E L 
Gena Rabinowitz 
Denise Marchand 
Andrea Quock 
Roshan Mansinghan 
Victor Chang 

HANSZEN ~ 
Laura Olson 
Lindsay Smith 
Mary Templeton 
Elizabeth Burney 
Jaswanth Madisetty 
Eric Libby 
Sharel Ongchin 
Albert Sim 
Mustafa Dohadwala 

LOVETT 
Susan Ireland 
Victoria Stanton 
Muneeza Aumir 
Theo Yaung 
Sarah Wheeler 
Patricia Katherine Whaley 
Mark Guetzow 
Katherine Messick 
Sejal Shah 

BROWN 
Amanda Spicer 
Orin Moore 
Jackie Powers 
Ben Wiggins 
Cara Rieger 
Liz Lehman 
Monica Dandona 
Navneet Mangat 
Christine Yarng 

JONES 
Lingo Lai 
Reynaldo Romero 
Sirish Kishore 
Ashley Rodriguez 
Amy Tsou 
Rebecca Vigen 
Ryan Aippersbach 
Mitali Banerjee 
Julia Conlon 

CAPP is a network of trained peer advocate-: who work in conjunction with 
the Rice Counseling Center to address mental health needs of Rice students. 
CAPP members are dedicated volunteers who exercise respect, empathy, 
and privacy. Come meet CAPP and RCC staff August 31st at the Activities 
Fair. The Counseling Center will be celebrating its 10th anniversary! 
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(4). HR - Rio*; Brown (7). SB - Rice: Jacobson 
(3). Fox (4). CS — Rk»: Fox (2). LOB — Rice 10. 
UTAB. DP — Rice 2. 

BAYLOR U R I C I 1 0 

Rice: Philip Barzilla, Philip Tribe (6) and Phillip 
Ghutzman. Baylor: JaredTheodorakos. Paul Thorp 
(4) and Kelly Shoppach. 
Win — Tribe (4-2). Loss — Thorp (3-1). Save — 
None. E — Rice: Tribe (1); Baylor: Huggins (5). 2B 
— Rice: Davis (18), Arnold (17), Brown (25), 
Roman (21). Lorsbach (15); Baylor: Mote (19), 
Durbin (25), Murphy 2(16). HR — Rice: Ghutzman 
(4). SH — Baylor: Saccomanno (3). SF — Rice: 
Roman (7). LOB — Rice 9, Baylor 7. DP — Rice 5. 

RICE 1 4 UT-ARUNGTON 2 

Score by innings R H E 
Rice (45-18) 305 010 023 — 14 16 0 
UTA (39-25) 001 001 000 — 2 9 3 

Rice: Steven Herce and Jeff Blackinton. UTA: Charlie 
Coffey, Dave Engelson (2), Pierce Loveless (3), 
Michael Snapp (3), Aaron Pullin (7), A.C. Greaves 
(9), Jarrett Garza and Joel Alvarado, Tim Miller. 
Win — Herce (6-1). Loss — Coffey (4-4). Save — 
None. E — UTA: Hendricks (24). Martin (19), Ness 
(7). 2B — Rice: Davis(17), Lorsbach(14), Jacobson 
(4), Fox (9); UTA: Preston (14). 3B — UTA: Ortmeier 

Score by Innings 
Baylor (37-22) 
Rice (44-18) 

R H E 
000 000 056 — 11 15 0 
203 030 101 — 10 12 4 

Baylor: Steven White, Derek Brehm (5), Paul Thorp 
(5), Cody Hall, (6), Jay Lockett (8), Zane Carslon (9) 
and Kelly Shoppach. Rice: Jon Skaggs, Philip 
Barzilla (8), Philip Tribe (9) and Phillip Ghutzman, 
Jeff Blackinton. 
Win — Lockett (1-0). Loss — Barzilla (3-3). Save 
— Carlson (8). E — Rice: Arnold (15), Brown (13), 
Fox 2(18). 2B — Baylor: Durbin 3(24), Bennett (3); 
Rice: Arnold (16), Roman (20). 3B — Rice: Roman 
(4). SB — Baylor: Durbin (11): Rice: Davis (5). SF 
— Baylor: Williams (4). LOB — Baylor 11. Rice 11. 
DP — Baylor 1, Rice 1. 

UT-ARUNQTON 4 RICE 1 1 

Score by Innings 
UTA (38-24) 
Rice (44-17) 

000 O i l 020 • 
203 300 12X -

R H E 
4 8 4 
11 14 0 

UTA: Dave Engelson, Michael Snapp (3). Charlie 
Coffey (4). Aaron Pullin (6), Rick Egan (8) and Joel 
Alvarado. Rice: Kenny Baugh, Philip Tribe (9) and 
Phillip Gutzman. 
Win — Baugh (13-2). Loss — Engelson (5-6). Save 
— None. E — UTA: Hendricks (22), Alvarado 2(2), 
Engelson (1). 2B — UTA: Martin (16), Watson (4); 
Rice: Davis (16), Porfirio 2(19), Ghutzman (11). 3B 
— Rice: Roman (3). HR — UTA: Ramirez (5); Rice: 
Roman (6). CS — UTA: Martin (12). SH — Rice: 
Porfirio 2(8). SF — Rice: Brown (6). LOB — UTA 7. 
Rice 8. DP — Rice 1. 

BASEBALL RANKINGS 

The 2 0 0 1 Baseball Weekly/ESPN Top 25 
Coaches' Poll, with final records for the 2001 
season In parentheses: 

1. Miami (53-12) 
2. Stanford (51-17) 
3. Cal. State Fullerton (48-18) 
4. Southern California (45-19) 
5. Tennessee (48-20) 
6. Tulane (56-13) 
7. Nebraska (50-16) 
8. Georgia (47-22) 
9. Louisiana State (44-22-1) 
10. Florida State (47-19) 
11. East Carolina (47-13) 
12. Rice (47-20) 
13. South Carolina (49-20) 
14. Clemson (41-22) 
15. Notre Dame (49-13-1) 
16. Central Florida (51-14) 
17. Mississippi State (39-24) 
18. Florida International (43-21) 
19. Wak« Forest (44-18) -
20. Pepperdine (42-18) •* 
21. Georgia Tech (41-20) 
22. Arizona State (37-20-1) 
23. Texas Tech (43-20-1) 
24. South Alabama (45-19) 
25. Baylor (37-24) 

NCAA OUTDOOR 

TRACK AND FIELD 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Women 
1 . 

2. 
3. 

use 64 
UCLA 55 
Arizona 44 
South Carolina 36 
Arkansas - 3 1 
LSU 30 
Clemson 28 
Stanford : 27 
Rice 26 
Texas 25 

5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

Men: 
1. Tennessee 
2. TCU 
3. Baylor 
4. Stanford 
5. LSU 
6. Alabama 
T7. Arkansas 
T7. UTEP 
9. Oregon 
T10. Texas A&M 
T10. Auburn 
— Rice 

50 
49 
36.50 
36 
32 
3 1 
30 
30 
27 
26 
26 
0 
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ALLEY THEATRE 
AMERICAN GENERAL LIFE 
AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS (AIPAC) 
ANDERSEN CONSULTING 
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
ATSI 
BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
BMC SOFTWARE 
CAROLE ANNE CHAMBERLAIN, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
CITY OF HOUSTON 
CITY OF HOUSTON: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
AND ENGINEERING 
COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL HOUSTON (CISH) 
COMPAQ COMPUTER CORPORATION 
COUNTRYWATCH.COM 
CRIME STOPPERS 
DE LA GARZA PUBLIC RELATIONS, INC. 
DOMINION FILMS 
EDELMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS WORLDWIDE 
EDEN CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
ENRON CORPORATION 
ERNST & YOUNG 
FIDELITY INVESTMENTS 
FRENCH-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
GLOBAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, INC. 
GREENSHEET EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
GRUBB & ELLIS 
HESCO 
HILL VALUATION GROUP 
HOUSTON AREA WOMEN'S CENTER 
HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL PROTOCOL ALLIANCE 
HOUSTON PRESS 
HOUSTON WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 
HOWARD FRAZIER BARKER ELLIOTT, INC. 
J. M. HUBER CORPORATION 
J.A. COMPTON & CO. 
JEFFREY COMMUNICATIONS 
KATHRYN RISLEY DESIGNS LLC 
KPMG PEATMARWICK LLP 
LAW OFFICE OF ALLISON D. HAST 
ART AND PERFORMANCE CENTER 
LEGG MASON WOOD WALKER, INC. 
LONE STAR STRATEGIES 
MAGIC EARTH 
MCCANN-ERICKSON SOUTHWEST 
MERGER COMMUNICATIONS 
MERRILL LYNCH & CO. 
MERRILL LYNCH BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
MICHAEL GAERTNER & ASSOCIATES 
MTV NETWORKS 
MUSEUM OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SCIENCE 
PAMPLIN MUSIC 
PAPERCITY MAGAZINE 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
PROPORTIONAL TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
RBC DOMINION SECURITIES 
RHODES & ASSOCIATES 
ROBERT D. JENKINS, JR., ATTORNEY AT LAW 
SALOMON SMITH BARNEY 
SALVATION ARMY 
SCOTTSDALE SECURITIES, INC. 
SERVICESAUCTION.COM 
SHANDWICK INTERNATIONAL 
SPENCER STUART 
ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL HEALTH CHARITIES (SLEHC) 
STAGES REPERTORY THEATRE 
STYLE MAGAZINE OF HOUSTON 
TEACH FOR AMERICA 
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 
THE LUKENS CONSULTING GROUP 
THE QUAKER OATS COMPANY 
TIG CAPITAL SECURITIES CO. 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
UNITED SPACE ALLIANCE 
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{English, Sociology, Political Science...} = ( i T S f i l l y . ) 

{Writing, Analyzing, Organizing...} 

= { in demand} 

Joint Venture 
v C A R E E R S E R V I C E S 

What? 
• A semester-long internship program for liberal arts majors 

• An opportunity to earn 3 credit hours by taking a neat 

seminar class, HUMA 295: Current Issues in the Workplace 

• A great way to start your career path and get excellent work 

experience 

Who? 
• All undergraduate liberal arts 

majors 

• Great Houston companies 

(look left) 

How? 
• Apply online at 

www. rice. ed u/projects/careers 

• Register for HUMA 295 if you 

want academic credit 

When? 
• August 31: Deadline for 

application to Joint Venture 

• August 27: First class meeting 

for HUMA 295 

JV Internships 
Nothing takes the place of experi-

ence: the opportunity to test classroom 

theory and ideas in the context of the 

real world of work. By completing an 

* internship, you come away with many 

benefits: clarification of career deci-

sion, confirmation of career choice, ex-

perience to add to a resume, the feel-

ing of having made a significant con-

tribution to an organization, and a re-

alistic perspective of work. 

Each semester you have the op-

portunity to obtain internships in a va-

riety of fields, and gain firsthand ex-

perience of the operations and 

managment issues facing an organi-

zation. You choose the companies 

and positions you prefer prior to the 

start of the program. The organiza-

tions receive your resumes, and inter-

view and hire selescted tudents. In-

ternships require normally between 

10-20 hours a week. 

Huh? 
• Stop by Career Services, second floor of the RMC, for 

more information. Or email plac@rice.edu. 

. u i n I i 

mailto:plac@rice.edu
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Gain valuable experience. 
Meet new 
Have fun. 
Get paid. 

Join the Thresher 

Recruiting meeting Thursday, 
Aug. 30 at 9 p.m. in Kelley 
Lounge in the Student Center 

Rice's student newspaper, The Rice Thresher, is always looking 
for new staffers. Worked on your newspaper in high school? 
Great! Never worked for a newspaper but interested in learning? 
Don't worry, we'll train you! 

We currently have openings for news reporters, sports writers, 
feature writers, arts and entertainment reviewers, photographers, 
page designers, copy proofers and advertising salespeople. 

Interested? Come to the recruiting meeting, e-mail Editors in 
Chief Robert Reichle and Leslie Liu at thresher@rice.edu, call us at 
(713) 348-4801, or come visit the office when you get here! 

the Rice Thresher 

For only $50, you can get a full year 
of'campus news, opinion, humor, 
reviews and sports coverage that 
you can't get anywhere else. 

T Y e s ! I'd like to subscribe 
| to The Rice Thresher 
I Name: 
I 
I Address: 

City: 

State: ZIP: 

Payment: _ Check (please make payable to The Rice Thresher] 

_ Credit Card 
Type Of Card (please circle): 

Visa Mastercard American Express 

Number: 

Exp Date: _ _ / _ _ 
Signature: 
Date: 
(Cardholder agrees to perform the obligations set forth in the 

Cardholder's agreement with the Issuer.) 

Please mail form to: 
The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Subscriptions 
P.O. Box 1892, MS 524 
Houston, TX 77251 
or, fax it to: (713) 348-5238 

Annual subscription rate: 
$50 domestic 
$105 international 
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