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Amount of athletics to be 
played on KTRU decided 

by Olivia Allison 
T H K K S H K R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

KTRU will broadcast at most three or four 
athletic events per week for the next two years, 
Vice President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho decided Wednesday. 

Camacho accepted most of the KTRU advi-
sory committee 's recommendat ions from a 
Nov. 17 meeting, when committee members 
reached a consensus about how many athletic 
events should be aired per week on the sta-
tion. / 

Th ree events will be played per week dur-
ing all months except February and March, 
when four events will be played. The commit-

tee also recommended that any Western Ath-
letic Conference semifinals and final postsea-
son events, preseason and postseason Na-
tional InvitationalTournament events and any 
NCAA tournaments that Rice participates in 
be aired, as well as College World Series 
games for baseball. These tournament games 
will be broadcast in addition to the regular 
three or four games per week. 

Last year, KTRU aired 13 women's basket-
ball games and 18 baseball games. 

Camacho's only revision to the proposed 
agreement from the committee was to change 
the length of the agreement from five years to 
two years. 

See KTRU, Page 11 

Debate bus funding uncertain 
Coach: Team will not travel in vans to national tournaments 

Jones student dies in wreck 
by Leslie Liu 

T H R K S H KR KI >!T< >RIAl. S T A F F 

by Mark Berenson 
THRF.SHF.R S T A F F 

Funding for the George R. Brown Foren-
sics Society to take buses to tournaments next 
year has not yet been secured. 'Hie debate 
team received an additional $20,000 to travel 
by bus this year after the van accident last 
March that killed Baker College freshman 
Dan Henning and injured several other mem-
bers of the team. 

Debate coach Dan West said the team will 
not travel by van to faraway competitions and 

will not attend them if the team runs out of 
funding for buses. 

Budget Director Kathy Collins said the 
$20,000 increase in the debate team budget 
was requested by Student Affairs as part of the 
standard budget development process. 

West said in early October, he was told by 
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs for Student 
Life Cathi Clack that the budget increase was 
for this year only and that it was unclear if the 
debate team would be getting it in subsequent 
years. West had requested a permanent in-

See FORENSICS, Page 9 

Jones College student Patrick Hearon 
died Nov. 18 in a car accident. He was 22. 

Hearon was out for a late-night meal 
with Jones sophomore Jon Noack in the 
early hours of the morning. After accelerat-
ing after a stoplight on Fannin Street and 
Braeswood Drive, Hearon's two-week-old 
sports car spun out of control, and the 
driver's side door hit a pole. It was raining 
hard at the time and the street was slip-
pery. Noack, who was riding in the front 
passenger 's seat, was uninjured. Hearon 
was taken by ambulance to Memorial 
Hermann Hospital, and he died at about 9 
a.m. 

Hea ron , who was or iginal ly f rom 
Hickory, N.C., matriculated in 1996 but was 
not attending Rice this semester. Instead, 
after he worked in Austin for Trilogy Soft-
ware last summer, the company hired him 
to continue working on a project this fall. 

Hearon planned to return in the spring 
to finish his degree, Jones seniors Michael 
Perkins and Roy Stogner said. 

"He was one of those people who ... 
learn[ed] more than half of the stuff he 
knew outside the classroom just because 
he wanted to learn that, not what they were 
trying to teach him," Perkins said. 

Jones Master Enrique Barrera said 
Hearon was looking forward to coining 
back next semester . "He loved Rice, so he 
was here all the time," he said. 

Perkins and Stogner said Hearon often 
visited Houston on the weekends, and one 
particular reason he was in town Nov. 18 
was to celebrate the birthday of Linda 

COURTESY MICHAEL PERKINS 

Patrick Hearon 

Fernandezlopez (Jones '00). 
On Nov. 19, a memorial was held at the 

Jones House for Hearon's friends and other 
members of the college. 

Friends shared e-mails written by and 
to Hearon while others told stories about 
him. "Basically, s tudents talked about their 
memories associated with Patrick and the 
kind of person he is and how much he'd be 
missed," Jones President Avinash Pinto, a 
friend of Hearon, said. 

Barrera attended the funeral services in 
North Carolina on Nov. 21 on behalf of 
Hearon's fr iends at Rice. 

"Patrick was a very vibrant and full of 
life person," Barrera said. "He did a lot of 
things to the max . . . . Students and I myself 

See HEARON, Page 12 

Sunset Blvd. 

Chaucer Or. 

Three students robbed 
in house near campus 

Rice University 

McClendon St 

Holcome Blvd. 

Q Three students were robbed at gunpoint early 
Tuesday in their house at 5615 Chaucer 
(pictured above). They were not harmed, and 
the attacker only got about $20. 

0 One of the students, Lovett senior Joe 
Maloney, ran from the house to Eckerd Drug 
at 6011 Kirby and called the police. 

0 A similar robbery occurred May 11 in a house 
rented by Rice students at 2014 McClendon. 

by Brian Stoler 
T H R K S H K R E D I T O R I A L STAFF 

Three students were robbed at 
gunpoint early Tuesday morning in 
their house one block from campus. 

The students, Baker College jun-
ior Beth Ixiwler, Wiess College se-
nior I>ayla Fry and Lovett College 
s e n i o r Joe Maloney , we re not 
harmed, and the assailant only got 
about $20 dollars. Houston Police 
Department detectives are investi-
gating. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Tirza Hollenhorst and Chris Johnson 
(Will Rice '99) also live at the Rice-
o w n e d h o u s e loca ted at 5615 

Chaucer Dr., but they slept through 
the incident. 

Fry described the attacker as a 
man in his early 20s, between 6 feet 
2 inches and 6 feet 4 inches tall, 
about 240 pounds, with medium 
brown skin and clean-cut hair. She 
said he was wearing a dark-striped 
collared shirt, khaki pants and a wool 
cap. 

I.awler was going to the kitchen 
to turn out the lights at around 4:30 
a.m. Tuesday when she heard the 
unlocked back door open. "I didn't 
really freak out at first, because we 
have a lot of people coming through 
here," she said. "But then I saw that 

See ROBBERY, Page 12 

Dance club proposed for Willy's Pub 
by Mark Berenson 

T H R K S H K R S T A F F 

Willy's Pub will be catching Saturday night 
fever next semester . 

A proposal to make the Pub an alcohol-free 
dance club on Saturday nights will happen as 
long as a source for the funding can be finalized. 

The club, to be named Digital Undergrounds, 
will operate from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. every Saturday, 
except during midterm recess. It will play mostly 
dance music, and s tudents will I)J. 

Some snacks, water and mocktails (cocktails 
without alcohol) will be available for free, and 
normal Pub food can be purchased with Tetra 
points. 

In order to encourage students to go next 
semester , the cover charge for Rice s tudents will 
be waived; the cover for their guests will be $2. 
Members of the general public will not be admit-
ted. 

The proposal for the club says in the future, 
the cover will be $2 for s tudents and $5 for their 
guests. 

The Pub management will not run the club. 
Instead, the proposal calls for the formation of a 

student committee to run the club and a student 
manager to maintain it. 

The authors of the proposal are Hanszen Col-
lege junior Taylor Cavanah and Baker College 
junior Sanford Holmes. 

Others who signed the proposal include Stu-
dent Center Director Boyd Beckwith, Pub Man-
agerand Hanszen senior Mike Hauenstein, KTRU 
Station Manager and Will Rice College senior 
Johnny So, and Health Education Director Kim 
Lipez. According to the proposal, the club is also 
supported by Community involvement Center, 
the Fresh Rice Breakers, Rice Social Dance Soci-
ety and the Student Association. 

According to Holmes, an SA senator, a dance 
club has been proposed before, including a "supa 
fly" dance club proposed and defeated last fall in 
a referendum. Holmes said he and Cavanah came 
up with the idea separately, but found each other 
with the help of Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho. 

In order to make the Pub into a dance club, 
about $8,500 worth of lighting, sound equipment 
and music is needed, the proposal says. Camacho 
is working to help find funding. "I have a pretty 

See DANCE, Page 10 
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Men's basketball is on a roll 

r o b g a d o i / t h r e s h e r 

Giant ants invade campus! Well, not 
really, but normal sized ants are out in 
force. See Story, Page 7. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday: Mostly cloudy, 69-54 
Saturday: Scattered showers, 52-41 
Sunday: Mostly cloudy, 48-42 

Basketball tickets 
Undergraduates can buy tickets 

to the I )ec. 9 men's basketball double-
header at the Compaq Center (Rice 
vs. Brigham Young University and 
Texas A&M vs. North Carolina) at 
the ticket office in Autry court until 
next Thursday. Tickets are $5. 
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Funding debate's travel 
We have faith that the George R. Brown Forensics Society will get the 

$20,000 it needs to continue to travel by bus to faraway tournaments next 
year. It would be unconscionable to force the team to return to traveling by 
van, particularly those members whose lives were forever altered by last 
March's fatal van accident. We can't imagine why there is any question 
about whether or not the funding will come through. Surely the university 
doesn't have to open old wounds by plunging the future of travel for the 
debate team into uncertainty. Vice President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho should push to get the funding for the team to travel by bus, and 
he should swiftly reassure the team of its continued funding. 

Dancing around the issue 
We think the current proposal for an alcohol-free dance club in the Pub 

on Saturday nights is flawed. Interestingly, our staff did not have a consen-
sus opinion about what was wrong with the plan, but everyone objected to 
some part of it. 

Many of us dislike the way it aggressively promotes the idea that there 
are two social groups among undergraduate students: drinkers and non-
drinkers. As a student body, we cannot be so easily separated into sheep and 
goats. And, we would even suggest that sometimes students like to partici-
pate in activities together, even if some imbibe and others don't. 

More seriously, a dance club on campus that would serve alcohol and 
have the same kind of a tmosphere as an off-campus club could potentially 
keep people from going off campus to drink — which, as we understand it, 
is a compelling argument for keeping campus wet. Additionally, serving 
alcohol at the Digital Undergrounds would not prohibit sober people from 
attending. 

Furthermore, judging from the feeble support garnered by the "supa fly" 
dance club proposed in a referendum to the student body last fall — only 24 
percent of s tudents approved of that plan — this club isn't going to mend a 
gaping hole in the social fabric. 

Finally, we are concerned with the amount of money the authors of the 
proposal think is necessary and how they are going about getting it. Before 
anyone sinks $14,000 into this idea, more evidence of widespread support 
from students should be produced. We are especially concerned that Vice 
President for Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho has pledged to "come up" 
with the $8,500 in startup costs for the club — despite that the Student 
Activities Fund, the President 's Programming Fund and the Envision Grant 
program would be more appropriate sources for funding. 

Tuning in 
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. . . a r i D n e i T H e R WILL y o u R S o c i a L SKILLS. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

We are deeply disappointed with the students of KTRU. 
Our frustration has two main sources. The first is the continually 

ridiculous way the KTRU administration has managed its negotiations with 
the Athletics Department and the university. The second is that we feel that 
KTRU has made little or no effort to reconnect with the student body, 
despite their assurances to the contrary. 

Efforts by KTRU to resist mandates to play sports on the air have been 
both disorganized and haphazard. On Tuesday two DJs played music and 
the women's basketball game simultaneously. Station Manager Johnny So 
responded with astonishing ambivalence. The students on the KTRU 
advisory committee, including So, have dragged their feet and impaired the 
proceedings without making so much as a compelling argument. 

So KTRU folks, are we raising hell or not? Or are we making futile protest 
instead of intelligent discourse? The KTRU administration has been too 
wishy-washy to tell. 

Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, we are unhappy that one 
month ago we went out on a limb and backed the student staff of the radio 
station in their fight against university-mandated programming. However, 
we did so on the condition that KTRU make efforts to engage the student 
body. Since then, KTRU has conceded that, like the leaders of all other 
blanket tax organizations, their station manager should be elected by the 
student body, and the college listservs were treated to an e-mail about the 
Elf Power concert sponsored by KTRU. 

Though these are good first steps, this is hardly reaching out to the 
students, the majority of whom range from neutral to hostile about KTRU's 
current programming. We called for more education about the music 
KTRU plays. We were going to crack open the bumper sticker-laden ivory 
tower on the second floor of the Student Center and be convinced that 
KTRU isn't just a clique of musical snobs. 

And since then, the Web site has not been made any more helpful, the 
folio which was supposed to be out within a week of last month's KTRU 
feature hasn't appeared, and nobody seems to be making any effort to make 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s u n d e r s t a n d and like the fo rma t of o f fbea t and 
underappreciated music. 

When we began our research and study of KTRU, many members of the 
Thresher staff felt that KTRU could play athletics, it could play static, it could 
play nothing at all and our lives wouId not be affected. Then, we did research 
and backed the idea of student-controlled radio fully. 

And now. we feel betrayed. 
So it's happened: There will be three to four athletic events played on 

K TRU every week for the next two years. The ax has, in a sense, fallen. But 
KTRU should not abandon its educational mission because it has lost eight 
hours of evening programming every week. 

We desperately want to be offered the resources to appreciate our 
favorite down-on-its luck radio station, and we think it could happen. 

Complaint letter fits 
university policy 
To the editor: 

The Thresher's editors are to be 
c o m m e n d e d for cr i t ic iz ing t h e 
cheers protest letter as "exaggerat-
ing" and "distorting" reality ("Cheers 
letter is too broad," Nov. 17). 

The editors failed, however, to 
realize that the letter is a perfectly 
t a i lo red compla in t u n d e r t h e 
un ivers i ty ' s sexual h a r a s s m e n t 
policy. 

Sexual harassment is not evi-
denced by facts, but rather by feel-
ings. Garden-variety harassment 
requires that an aggressor threaten 
a victim: sexual harassment needs 
not include any real threat, but in-
stead requires a third party: the en-
vironment. 

If, according to students' feelings, 
their environment is hostile, then 
contributors to that environment are 
"harassers" and offended students 
are "victims." (Amazingly, a harasser 
can simultaneously be a victim — 
witness the Sid Richardson College 
secretaries, who are charged as 
sexual harassers of fellow students, 
and who are defended as victims of 
their sexually charged Sid environ-
ment!) 

Since the idea of sexual harass-
ment is non-objective, any factual 
evidence cited in the cheers letter is 
superfluous. 

All that remains is for the assis-
tant dean for Student Judicial Pro-
grams to weigh the feelings of of-
fended parties, gauge the extent of 
the institutionalization of the patri-
archy at Rice and lay down the law. 

Chris Klick 
Hanszen '00 

Cheers fail to spawn 
stereotypical behavior 
To the editor: 

All of you who wrote and signed 
the formal complaint letter seem to 
miss a major point. The college 
cheers are meaningless or at best 
ironic. 

In academic terms: The most 
common way to define your mem-
bership in a social group is through 
signals. 

These are arbitrary behaviors, 
such as manners or maintaining a 
front lawn of perfect green grass, 
which have no connection to the 
actual tastes or preferences of the 
people who use them. 

Within the h e d g e s , co l l ege 
cheers and the language associated 
with them are signals. 

Why do I know that the cheers 
have no connection to the tastes or 
preferences of the Rice population? 
Because if they did, "unrestrained 
violently aggressive heterosexual 

males" would be the norm, or at 
least represented, at Rice. 

As it stands, I haven't met one 
example of this type in my last five 
years at Rice. Compare the actual 
norm of Rice men with the "violently 
aggressive heterosexual" type and I 
think you might chuckle too. 

Kindra Welch 
Baker senior 

Authors of complaint 
should be commended 
To the editor: 

Rachel Bren must not be living in 
the same Rice community that I am 
("Cheers fail to produce sexist cam-
pus attitude," Nov. 17). I challenge 
her: What makes the three-mile ra-
dius we live in so different from the 
community outside of it? Maybe it's 
the lack of diversity or the fact that 
people don't yell obscene cheers . 

I am extremely bothered at the 
fact that Bonnie Bryan called the 
four students submitting the com-
plaint "overly sensitive" ("Offended 
students don't have to attend events," 
Nov. 17). Let me just state that noth-
ing has ever changed in our society 
without the existence of "overly sen-
sitive" people who are willing to take 
a stand. 

I disagree with the assumption 
that they are both making, one that 
makes it seem as if these four stu-
dents are speaking on their own 
behalf. They are creating a voice for 
those not normally given one on the 
precious Rice campus. 

There are other s tudents who 
feel alienated. Trust me. I am one of 
them. 

Bren ques t ions Dull, Cloots, 
Brand and Wiesenthal about other 
aspects of Rice life, such as the num-
ber of women engineers or the fact 
that Rice women don't wear makeup. 
I>et me respond for them. Women 
have made great strides to achieve 
what they have today. It is because 
of "overly sensitive" women who 
took a stand and fought against 
norms ingrained in society that 
women students are now able to get 
an education at all. 

However, sexism has not ended 
and it is explicit in the cheers. They 
alienate me and are against the law. 
I agree with the freedom of speech 
— anyone has a right to say what 
they want when they want — but 
derogatory cheers should not be 
institutionalized at this school. 

I've often heard the phrase "your 
rights end where mine begin," and 
mine begin with the right to not feel 
harassed in my home and school 
environment. 

I think students who believe Rice 
to be perfect should take a look 
around. Not everyone is happy, not 
everyone likes Rice. Change can and 
should be made. 

I applaud Duh, Cloots, Brand and 
Wiesenthal for taking action. 

Mayra Cuello 
Lovett sophomore 

Students should keep 
fighting against cheers 
To the editor: 

I am very pleased to see a move-
ment on campus to tone down or 
eliminate many of the sexually ex-
plicit or profane slogans and behav-
io rs which h a v e b e e n o f f e r e d 
through the years as either a tool for 
building residential college camara-
derie or as a way to insult other 
colleges. 

I always wondered why Orienta-
tion Week coordinators thought 
these were good ideas, and I won-
der why college masters and others 
in leadership do not step in to say 
that enough is enough. If some 
parents ever knew what Rice is "re-
ally" like, I bet that a number of 
quality students would not have ever 

Sec CHEERS, Page 4 

C O N T A C T I N G T H E 
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Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail , fax, e-mai l to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. l e t t e r s must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• L e t t e r s s h o u l d b e no 
longer than 250 w o r d s in 
length. The Thresherreserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• l ips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresherai (713) .348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher [or more 
information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Poster girl with no poster 

Only we can end stupid traditions 
Mildred Berendsen, the 
h e a d m i s t r e s s of t h e all-girls private 
school 1 a t t ended for 13 yea r s on the 
Uppe r East Side of Manha t t an , is 
likely t h e m o s t r emark-
ab le w o m a n I will eve r 
mee t . "Stand u p and be 
c o u n t e d " was h e r c r eed . 

Her w o r d s have s tayed 
with me , a r e m i n d e r that 
if 1 d o not s t and up for 
wha t I bel ieve in, no o n e 
will d o it for m e . D e f e n d 
tradit ion, Mrs . B e r e n d s e n 
ins t ruc ted , but r e m e m b e r 
that tradition is jus t a fancy 
word for a m i s t a k e m a d e 
twice. 

Col lege c h e e r s a r e at t h e hea r t of 
t h e m o s t r ecen t d i scuss ion of cam-
p u s c l imate at Rice. B e c a u s e the 
le t ter of compla in t p e n n e d by four 
s t u d e n t s is chock-ful l of e x t r a n e o u s 
example s , I a m c h o o s i n g to focus on 
its ma in point, t h e c h e e r s . 

I th ink co l lege c h e e r s that fea-
t u r e s o d o m y and p r o m u l g a t e forced 
sexual s cena r ios fit Mrs . B e r e n d e n ' s 
defini t ion of t radi t ion. T h e ep i tome 
of low-brow h u m o r , they a re ne i the r 
n e c e s s a r y to t h e perpe tu i ty of the 
col lege sy s t em n o r do they advance 
our educa t ion at Rice. And tha t is 
a rguab ly the main reason we are 
h e r e — to learn. 

Saving col lege c h e e r s is not the 
critical issue. Ins tead , my conce rn is 
with the m e t h o d employed by the 
four s t uden t s s p e a r h e a d i n g t h e com-
plaint. As s tuden t s , we need to ex-
a m i n e the e n v i r o n m e n t o u r tradi-
t ions have c rea ted at Rice, but a 
poorly writ ten, t h r e a t e n i n g let ter is 
hard ly the appropr ia t e m e a n s . 

Fraught with misspe l l ings (i.e., 

Lizzie 
Taishoff 

"Weiss") and g rammat ica l , struc-
tural and a rgumenta t ive flaws, the 
let ter itself would not even g a r n e r a 
low pass on the English Composi-

tion Tes t . 
Also, its backhanded 

and though t l e s s at tempt 
to cajole the administra-
tion to act based on the 
asser t ion that the univer-
sity is b reak ing its own 
policy is appalling. Ran-
dom examples included 
as ev idence fail to estab-
lish a pr ima facie case for 
the negat ive cl imate — 

beyond the c h e e r s — a n d 
only se rve to u n d e r m i n e 

and o b f u s c a t e t h e wr i t e r s ' argu-
men t s . 

N O D is not the issue. Signs in 
hal lways a re not the issue. T h i s is-
s u e h e r e is tha t for boys and girls 
barely out of puber ty , descr ib ing 
sexual re la t ions in a loud and per-
v e r s e m a n n e r is a titillating and 
thankful ly shor t phase . Most of us 
ge t over it be fo re we g radua te . 

Regardless , c h e e r s a re a product 
of the s tuden t s , and as such , all im-
pe tu s for c h a n g e mus t c o m e from 
the s t uden t s and not the administra-
tion. I realize that taking a stand to 
cha l lenge the s ta tus quo that has 
the m o m e n t u m of the word "tradi-
tion" behind it is daunt ing and scary. 
But, ask ing the adminis t ra t ion to 
in tervene b e c a u s e you a re afraid of 
b e c o m i n g unpopula r is unaccept-
able. 

T h e a t m o s p h e r e we c rea te on 
c a m p u s with i m m a t u r e sexual hu-
m o r c h e a p e n s u s and m a k e s many 
m e m b e r s of our communi ty uncom-
fortable. So, wha t ' s the big deal with 

sitting down and looking at wha t we 
do in the context of how it looks to 
those ou ts ide of our h e d g e s ? Let 's 
cons ider the batt le we ' re fighting. 

Rice did not accept any of u s 
because we shy away f rom chal-
lenge. 1 c h o s e to a t tend Rice know-
ing that s t uden t s h e r e can s tand up 
and have the i r opin ions and bel iefs 
be counted by their p e e r s and , to 
s o m e ex ten t , t h e admin i s t r a t i on . 
T h i s let ter d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e formi-
dable task col lege g o v e r n m e n t s face 
— the need to be inclusive v e n u e s 
for s t uden t s to ra ise i s sues of con-
cern in a non judgmen ta l environ-
ment . Evidently, tha t m e s s a g e is not 
get t ing t h r o u g h to t h e col leges . And 
that fact n e e d s to c h a n g e . 

We pay for t h e privilege of at-
tending a university which allows us 
to be chi ldren longer than we could 
be at any public institution, and far 
longer than we could be in the real 
world. At a public university, t he r e 
would not be any talk of the kind that 
we are current ly having. T h e blatant 
ha ras smen t the c h e e r s p ropound is 
against the law, especially w h e n the 
s tuden t s chee r ing are subsidized by 
taxpayers. 

I^et's take advantage of the privi-
lege of having a meaningfu l discus-
sion in our col leges about the envi-
ronment o u r c h e e r s c r e a t e , and let 's 
reach out to include all t he mem-
bers of ou r communi ty and their 
myriad of viewpoints. 

1 c a m e to Rice to s tand up and be 
counted , not to d e m e a n myself or 
o ther people. 1 c a m e to Rice to g row 
up. It's t ime we all did. 

Lizzie Taishoff is features editor and 
a Wiess College senior. 

Guest column 

James A. Baker Ill's actions embarrass Rice 
Around Thanksgiving, you 
often h e a r people complain about 
the annoying , e m b a r r a s s i n g rela-
tives they have to deal with. If you 've 
t u r n e d on C N N o r 
M S N B C d u r i n g t h e past 
t h r ee weeks , you 've surely 
seen the wacky unc le of 
o u r Rice family: J a m e s A. 

Bake r 111. 
Sure, he ' s a major bene-

factor to the school , we 
have h im to t hank for the 
wonder fu l Bake r Inst i tute 
for Public Policy, and that 
c h u n k of t h e Berlin Wall 
that just went u p would 
never have fallen in the 
first place if not for him. He really 
did accompl i sh a fair a m o u n t in his 
capacity as s ec r e t a ry of s tate . In fact, 
h i s n a m e h a s sure ly he lped to put 
Rice on the map . 

But in the pas t few weeks , Baker 
h a s packed up h i s b a g s and hur r ied 
down to Florida — miss ing h i s own 
Berlin Wall dedicat ion c e r e m o n y — 
to he lp out h i s l ong t ime associa tes , 
t h e Bush family. 

O n e th ing m o s t e v e r y o n e can 
a g r e e on is that , dese rved ly or not, 
G e o r g e W. Bush h a s a reputa t ion 
for be ing an idiot. As a resul t , people 
perce ive that he'll rely heavily on 
adv i se r s to m a k e dec i s ions for h im 
should he b e e lec ted . So wha t d o e s 
that m a k e Baker? Jus t a n o t h e r one 
of Dubya ' s m a n y f lunkies . 

Of course , Bake r mus t be used to 
th is position by now. He served as 
Pres iden t B u s h ' s campa ign chair-
man in '88 and later as h i s sec re ta ry 
of s tate . Instead of Baker , t h e e lder 
B u s h c h o s e D a n Q u a y l e , of all 
people , as h is r u n n i n g mate , and 
Baker stuck a round to remain Bush 's 
hand le r , and now, to be an he i r loom 
of a political jani tor . 

Curren t ly , h e ' s down in Florida 
be ing the m o s t par t isan of all the 
par t isan folk t h e r e as h e t r ies to m o p 
u p the elect ion mess . S o m e of the 
m o r e out- there th ings he ' s sa id?That 
t h e r e c o u n t s a re c a u s i n g "uncer-
tainty ab road" (as if fo re igne r s don ' t 
th ink the United S ta tes is s t r ange 

Robert 
Reichle 

e n o u g h a l ready) , that " s o m e of our 
... adversa r ies ove r seas [are) look-
ing on this with grea t in teres t" and 
that the election fiasco is a "danger 

to democracy ." C o m e on, 
Baker, we all know you're 
n o t e x a c t l y u n b i a s e d 
he re . T h e s e claims may 
not be completely implau-
sible, but Baker doesn ' t 
even try to d i sguise them 
as anyth ing o the r than 
party rhetor ic . 

Am I the only one who 
feels that it 's not a good 
th ing for the biggest gun 
in Rice's PR arsenal to be 
the most visible Republi-

can ha tche t man of the hour? People 
a re go ing to begin associa t ing Rice 
with Baker and his self-important 
pleas to not allow hand coun t s "for 
the good of ou r count ry" — in o ther 
words , for the good of his buddies . 

'Hie only way for u s to appear 
m o r e part isan would be for our com-
m e n c e m e n t s p e a k e r to, say, be the 
fa ther of a Republican presidential 
cand ida te (hey, wait a second . . .) . I 
know it's unreal is t ic for a university 
t rying to be o n e of the nation's best 
to do so wi thout having a finger or 
two in s o m e political pie or another , 
but it jus t feels wrong when 1 see 
Baker on television caus ing all sor ts 
of t rouble and I think to myself, "I 
saw him in front of the Student Cen-
ter in h is big black Buick last week!" 

So, if Rice ha s to be blatantly 
part isan in o r d e r to ge t ahead , can't 
we find anyone a little cooler than 
J B3? I sugges t we adopt legal swash-
buck le r David Boies into the ex-
tended Rice family. Boies has re-
cently been tear ing u p the cha r t s 
with h is legal hij inks. He helped the 
D e p a r t m e n t of J u s t i c e d raw and 
qua r t e r Microsoft in the landmark 
ant i t rus t case , and a few m o n t h s 
later h e rode in on his t rusty s teed to 
protec t Naps te r f r o m the hungry , 
plaque-filled jaws of the hydra known 
a s the Record ing Industry Associa-
tion of America . Now what is he up 
to? He ' s navifc ling t . ." unchar ted 
legal wa te r s of Florida election law 

on behalf of the Gore team. 
Bill Gates , Naps te r and the mos t 

bizarre election in recen t m e m o r y ? 
David Boies does not pick t h e g i m m e 
cases , that ' s for sure , Let 's h o p e 
Rice's administration finds some way 
to marry him into the family. 

I think in honor of my newfound 
appreciation for Boies ' b adas snes s , 
I'm going to m a k e a Web-shr ine to 
him. Photos, sound clips, interac-
tive ad-lib games , pin the tail on 
J u d g e T h o m a s Penfield J ackson , 
whatever. If anyone c o m e s ac ros s 
an animated graphic of Boies kick-
ing Baker in the crotch, p lease send 
it my way. 

Robert Reichle is arts & entertain-
ment editor and a Mess College 
junior. 

Are they laughing with me or at me? 

Wedding hijinks continue 
A f e w w e e k s ago, I was plan-
n ing to write a co lumn r ecapp ing 
my bes t fr iend T o d d ' s wedd ing , 
bu t a certain indecis ive sou th-
eas te rn s tate m e s s e d 
up my plans. 

W h e n last we left 
off, I w a s taking a p lane 
tr ip to Chicago and a 
th ree -hour car r ide out 
to wes te rn Illinois to 
s tand next to my bes t 
fr iend while h e j u m p e d 
off a matr imonial cliff. 

I figured that the week-
end would be pre t ty in-
teres t ing. T h a t proved 
to be the unders ta te -
m e n t of the year . S o m e w h e r e 
between Dekalb and Dixon (don' t 
worry if t he n a m e s of t h e s e Illi-
nois met ropol i ses don ' t r ing a 
bell), my cell p h o n e rang. 

My friend Ernie was s tuck in 
s o m e town on t h e Minnesota-
Iowa border . "I don ' t know wha t 
happened , but s o m e kind of fluid 
was shoot ing out of the back of 
my engine . I s tar ted walking to 
the next town af ter I b r o k e down, 
and a cop picked m e up 10 mi les 
later." He said that h e was si t t ing 
in a Perk ins res tauran t in a town 
of 50 peop le in, l i terally, t h e 
middle of nowhere . Worse , h e 
was about five h o u r s away f rom 
the wedding site, and rural Io-
wan m e c h a n i c s d o n ' t u sua l ly 
carry par ts for '88 Toyotas . 

After that t rain-wreck, I con-
t i n u e d a h i g h - s p e e d d r i v e 
th rough miles of corn and soy-
b e a n s and got to the tux shop. A 
guy in another wedd ing party was 
trying on a tux that included a 
bolo, boots and a 10-gallon hat . I 
prayed t h a t T o d d hadn ' t o r d e r e d 
a similar model . 

Running late, I m a d e it to the 
c h u r c h just in t ime for the re-
hearsal . My f r i ends were s tand-
ing in a c o r n e r with d i s tu rbed 
looks on their faces . Ed, w h o m I 
hadn ' t seen in a lmost two years , 
asked m e if I'd seen the hotel yet . 
I hadn ' t . Ed ro l led h i s e y e s . 
"Mike, have you ever seen pic-
tu res of Kosovo?" 

T h e rehearsa l was incredibly 
brief, which was scary b e c a u s e 
s o m e of us had t rouble opera t ing 
s imp le h o u s e h o l d app l i ances . 
After the pseudo-wedding, it was 
off to the rehearsa l d inner . W e 
sat down, and all t he o the r people 
s tared at my f r iends and I as t h r ee 
p i tchers of b e e r were del ivered 
to our table and not the i rs . My 
f r iends Greg and Sidd s h r u g g e d . 

T h e n it was off to c h e c k into 
the hotel. Ed wasn ' t k idding. It 
looked like a b u n k e r . Apparently, 

Michael 
Nalepa 

t h e m a n a g e m e n t t h o u g h t that to-
tally gu t t ing all of the walls and 
cei l ings wasn ' t a good e n o u g h 
reason to temporar i ly c lose . Af-

te r they finished put-
t ing t h e last coat of 
paint on our room, w e 
d ropped our b a g s and 
h e a d e d to the bar . 

T o d d told u s that 
h e wasn ' t ne rvous , but 
we still figured a few 
d r i n k s w o u l d h e l p 
set t le h i s ne rves . M y 
dad, s u r r o g a t e f a the r 
to my g r o u p of f r i ends , 
bough t a round of Wild 
T u r k e y . . "To E r n i e , " 

the old man said, "who is lucky 
e n o u g h not to have to w i tnes s 
what T o d d is g o i n g to do to him-
self tomorrow." 

After a few m o r e dr inks , s o m e 
darts , a few r o u n d s of pool and 
s i n g i n g a s o n g w i th " E v e n 
Steven," the bar ' s e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
for the evening, we began to walk 
out. Right be fore I got to the door , 
a woman in h e r for t ies g r a b b e d 
my s leeve and said, "I need you 
to c o m e mee t o n e of my f r iends ." 
Still t rying to figure out what was 
go ing on, I g lanced ac ros s t h e 
room. Another woman w h o w a s 
push in ' 50 waved back. 

If my a rm had been s tuck in a 
trap, I would have gnawed it off. 
I informed the woman that I had 
a wonderful , loving girlfr iend and 
bolted out the door . I looked back 
halfway to my room and saw the 
panic on one of my f r i end ' s faces 
as Mrs . Robinson la tched on to 
his a rm as h e tried to exit t he bar . 

W e dropped T o d d off in h i s 
room, and h e a s su red us that h e 
wasn' t a bit nervous . 

T h e next morn ing , I go t a call 
at about 7 a .m. "Hey Mike , you 
know how I said that I w a s calm? 
Well, not so m u c h a n y m o r e . " I 
a sked T o d d if h e wan ted any 
breakfas t . "Not un le s s you have 
a bucket , " h e said. 

We drove to the c h u r c h and 
waited for the c e r e m o n y to s tar t . 
If I wasn' t a l ready d a m n e d to hell, 
all of the joking and cu r s ing I did 
in the back of the c h u r c h to try to 
get h im to relax sealed the deal . 

In the end every th ing worked 
out, t hough t he r e were s o m e sur-
pr i ses along the way. T o d d and 
his new wife, Shannon , did one of 
the mos t impor tant th ings that 
anyone can do, and we w e r e all 
the re to be a part of it. 

Well, all of u s who weren ' t 
s tuck in rural Iowa. 

Michael Nalepa is opinion editor 
and a Lovett College senior. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
CHEERS, from Page 2 
attended the school. The elite of 
America should not behave this way. 

I distinctly recall from my time 
on campus that the Thresher was 
expected to be ran by editors with 
an anti-censorship, pro-First Amend-
ment stance, and the Backpage re-
flected some extremely offensive 
stuff as a result The one year that I 
know that a set of "pro-decency" 
editors were in charge, the backlash 
was huge. 

Offensive behavior masquerad-
ing as humor is still offensive, and 
hints at some sort of deficiency in 
the emotional and mental develop-
ment of those who do it. I encourage 
all of those who signed the letter to 
get college cheers changed to hang 
tough. Work to change the campus 
climate in general. It's a pain to be 
harassed by those less enlightened 
than yourselves, but can anyone re-
ally say that profanity and sexual 
talk are worth fighting for? 

Keith Tipton 
Brown '93 

Sexism exists outside 
the hedges as well 
To the editor: 

I'm writing as an "interested" 
alum, but I would probably be better -
characterized as a disgusted one. I 
find it ironic that Alexis Wiesenthal 
entered Rice as a Jones College 
freshman and then transferred to 
Baker College. I ask you, which col-
lege has the more offensive cheer: 
"Bitches ready rock" or "We're from 
hell, we're from Baker, grab your 
ankles, meet your maker"? 

Find something truly unjust to 
fight against, kids. If you think the 
environment at Rice is oppressive to 
women, wait until you graduate and 
enter the real world! 

Amy Harrison 
Jones '98 

Masters demonstrate 
distrust of students 
To the editor: 

As students, we are very con-
cerned with the current issues that 
are determining the path Rice will 
take. After reading the front page of 
the Thresher last week, the future 
looks grim. While the events at Sid 
Richardson College and the debate 
about college cheers are major con-
cerns, they are, for the most part, 
student- led, and as such don't 
trouble us as much as the proposed 
changes to Beer-Bike ("Beer-bike 
to lose trucks, get trailers," Nov. 
10). 
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It seems that over the last couple 
of years the trust that Rice places in 
its students has been consistently 
undermined by the masters, first by 
changing Night of Decadence and 
now by proposing to change Beer-
Bike. We feel the masters have re-
peatedly overstepped their bounds 
of authority in making decisions that 
affect the student body. Specifically, 
the masters have made decisions 
that affect NOD and Beer-Bike un-
der the guise of being safety-con-
scious with little to no student input. 

Although we realize that they 
probably feel their actions are pri-
marily in our best interests, they are. 
supposed to be our mentors, not our 
parents. 

The fact that coordinators had 
been "asked not to discuss the 
changes until a proposal had been 
created" is ludicrous. It seems that if 
any changes, let alone a concrete 
proposal, should be made, the impe-
tus should be concerned students, 
not overprotective masters. We don't 
feel that 13 water balloon-related 
injuries is enough to warrant a 
change to what has become one of 
Rice's most student-loved events. 
Getting hurt by a water balloon isn't 
the end of the world; students get 
injured every day playing intramu-
ral sports, powderpuff and the like, 
and no one seems to be concerned 
about those injuries, simply because 
they don't involve alcohol. 

Some students choose not to par-
ticipate in those activities because 
of the potential for injury. Similarly, 
the minute percentage of the stu-
dent body that doesn't want to face 
the wrath of water balloons can 
choose not to participate in the pa-
rade. T h e point is, the mas te rs 
should not take that choice away 
from the students. 

C o n c e r n over "big, ro l l ing 
wheels" is similarly unjustified. The 
trucks are driven by responsible and 
sober members of the college com-
munity, and only travel for about 50 
feet at a time, at no more than 10 
miles an hour. Even with intoxicated 
s t u d e n t s r u n n i n g be tween the 
trucks, they are moving so slowly 
that the drivers have more than 
enough time to react and stop when 
the occasional student does cross 
their path. It would take a vast con-
spiracy involving numerous students 
for someone to get hurt by these 
slow, plodding trucks. 

So why should you care about 
this new compromise? After all, the 
new trailer proposal is not com-
pletely dissimilar to what we've been 
doing all along. While we are con-
cerned with the slow phasing out of 
the best parts of Beer-Bike, that is 
not the main point of our objection. 

Our main concern here is that 
the masters are taking away our free-
dom to make choices for ourselves. 
What makes Rice more than an Ivy 
l e ague wannabe is that the admin-
istration trusts us to make respon-
sible decisions on our own behalf. 
When the masters begin to under-
mine that trust without due cause, 
Rice becomes just another institu-
tion that cares more about its repu-
tation than about the quality of the 
undergraduate experience. 

Insulating us from harm or op-
posing points of view doesn't make 
usbet teroff , it makes us mindless. If 
we live our college lives in a bubble, 
how can we possibly make the tran-
sition to the "real world"? 

Matt Ludwig 
Brown junior 

Sarah Morgan 
Sid senior 

Backpage offends, fails 
in attempt at humor 
To the editor: 

When it comes to the issue of 
college cheers , last week's Thresher 
seems to be split down the middle. 
Literally. In the front portion of the 
paper, the news coverage by Eliza-
be th ja rd inaand Rachel Rustin ("160 
sign college cheers letter," Nov. 17) 
was detailed, and I was impressed 

by both the thorough reporting and 
the placement of the article (front 
and center, right where it belongs). 

I was proud to see the Rice news-
paper tackle this issue in such depth. 
The staff editorials in the opinion 
section are well thought-out cri-
tiques of the letter. I agree with many 
of the sentiments of the staff editori-
als — that the letter attempted to 
tackle too many issues and would 
have been much clearer if it had 
been shorter. 

I signed the petition because I 
happen to agree with the broader 
arguments raised by the letter, 
which is why I was happy to sign it, 
but I agree with the finer points of 
the editors' arguments and thank 
them for pointing them out in a pub-
lic forum where it can make some 
positive difference. 

But for all the quality journalism 
in the front of the Thresher, the whole 
newspaper is discredited by this past 
week's Backpage. What may have 
been a childish attempt at satire 
reads also as a hostile diatribe 
against the few students at Rice who 
are willing to stand up to the uncom-
fortable sexual climate that is culti-
vated by many traditional Rice 
events. 

Though the Backpage editor fails 
utterly at humor, he succeeds in 
making repeated references to vio-
lence against women in a porno-
graphic contest ("Hold on to your 
but ts — it's the Donkey Punch 
Classifieds"), as well as reducing 
the female student body at large to a 
pack of "whiny bitches." 

The Backpage is supposed to be 
funny, and traditionally it has been 
gran ted extra f r eedom because 
sometimes irreverent humor is the 
most powerful form of communica-
tion . This most recent Backpage was 
neither irreverent, nor humorous 
— it was just a sad repetition of the 
sort of comments that prompted the 
letter about college cheers to be 
written in the first place. 

Abigail Cohen 
Hanszen senior 

Eggs damage more 
than campus buildings 
To the editor: 

I'm writing in response to the 
letter to the editor that Anthony 
Holder wrote last week ("Baker 13 
should not damage buildings," Nov. 
17) with regard to Club 13 runners 
damaging the Mech I.ab. I agree 
with Mr. Holder that "the concept of 
Club 13 is full of fun and innocent 
mischief." Unfortunately, however, 
many people don't see it that way. 

The statement that "Water and 
shaving cream don't do the same 
kind of damage that eggs do" ap-
plies not only to mechanical engi-
neering labs, it also applies to naked 
Rice students. 

As a one-time regular Club 13 
runner , I've exper ienced pretty 
much everything that a Club 13 run-
ner can be made to experience, and 
1 can tell you on the basis of that 
experience that for some people on 
this campus, all rules of common 
decency dissolve the instant they 
see a naked person covered in shav-
ing cream running up to their col-
lege. 

Granted, it's not the type of thing 
you see every day while walking 
around our beautiful campus, but I 
hardly think that it justifies spraying 
us with old urine (and other things 
the nature of which 1 can only guess), 
throwing full beer cans at us from 
high elevations, pelting us with eggs 
at close ranges (most likely the of-
fense which caused Mr. Holder's 
l e t t e r ) , t ry ing to t r ip us with 
tripwires, etc., all of which have hap-
pened to me personally during my 
Club 13 running career (but none of 
which actually dissuaded me from 
continuing). 

My answer to Mr. Holder's let-
ter, then, is that those of us who 
choose to shed our clothes once or 
twice a month and run naked across 
thiscollege campus agree that there 

should not have been eggs befouling 
the outside of the Mech I^b. I can 
assure you that they came not from 
us but — if from the night's festivi-
ties at all — from our overzealous 
pursuers. 

Hopefully on future 13th's and 
31st's, the small number of you out 
there who actually come out and 
oppose Club 13 when it runs (for 
which we thank you — without you 
our runs would be pretty dull) will 
decide to stick to water balloons and 
leave the eggs at home. 

Sol Villarreal 
Baker junior 

Christians at Rice 
should live their faith 
To the editor: 

Recently, a Backpage parody of 
Jesus, a column by the opinion edi-
tor and various letters to the editor 
have critiqued Christianity on cam-
pus. Therefore, being a Christian 
myself, I ask that the whole commu-
nity of Christians at Rice take some 
time to consider our response to the 
negative attention thatwe have been 
getting lately. 

In America today, Christians face 
the difficult task of witnessing to 
their faith while respecting the reli-
gious plurality common to our na-
tional life. Indeed, this challenge 
reminds people of all faiths that we 
are better off to share and listen to 
one another 's experiences of God 
than to quickly condemn others for 
their different views. Forums like 
the inter-faith Thanksgiving dinner 
offer the opportuni ty for sorely 
needed religious dialogue. 

To some, the very words "Chris-
tian" and "church" unfortunately 
connote images of intolerance, nar-
row-mindedness and exclusivity. Yet 
that depiction pales before the bibli-
cal vision of Christian fellowship 
where people recognize the follow-
ers of Jesus by their commitment to 
charity, love for others and passion 
for peace and justice. 

In the words of Anglican Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, Christians 
at their best "are the means of heal-
ing hurts, of building community, of 
feeding the hungry — God's agents 
of transfiguration" in a broken world. 

If Christians at Rice exercised a 
living faith in these ways every day, 
we would have a firmer foundation 
from which to share our beliefs with 
other people. It's time to remember 
that "he does not preach what he 
practices till he has practiced what 
he preaches." 

Matthew Chen 
Wiess freshman 

Rice becoming too 
politically correct 
To the editor: 

The evolution of the Rice envi-
ronment over the past couple of 
years has made us realize that Rice 
is no longer the unique, carefree, 
supportive place we once thought it 
was. 

When the upperclassmen ma-
triculated, Rice was still a place 
where the s tudents worked hard, 
but there was a great deal of room 
for fu n and crazy events to take place. 
The university has intruded upon 
the lives of the students and has 
begun to tell us how we can act in 
order to prevent us from getting 
hurt. 

The 1997 Orientation Week ma-
triculation ceremony started out wild 
and crazy; the Rice s tudents ap-
peared to be fun and liberated, which 
made them unique and unlike our 
images of students from Ivy l e ague 
schools. Jacks at this O-Week were 
suddenly banned, and since then, 
we have never had real jacks. Now, 
all we can do is hear stories about 
the old days at Rice and the excite-
ment from back then. Students are 
no longer trusted to act responsibly 
or to have a good time while getting 
a great education. 

There are so many other events 
that have had similar things happen 
to them. Events like Night of Deca-
dence, Hanszen Tequila Night and 
Beer-Bike have drawn all sorts of 
criticism from masters and the ad-
ministration. Rice, to us, is not a 
high-pressure environment when it 
comes to drinking. 

Many students do not drink, and 
these students are not shunned for 
it. There is no need for the univer-
sity to stop activities they feel are 
dangerous because of their alcohol 
content. Students who do not want 
to drink should make that decision 
for themselves, and so should the 
students who do choose to drink. 

If Rice students cannot learn to 
stand up for what they believe in 
while in college, how can they be 
expected to deal with the pressure 
of the important decisions they will 
be faced with when they assume 
leadership roles in their communi-
ties? The same is true at Beer-Bike. 
Students choose whether to drink, 
just as they choose to put them-
selves in danger of being run over 
by a truck going one mile an hour. 
TTiey understand that if something 
hits you, it might hurt, whether that 
something is a water balloon or a 
monster truck. 

Rice should be teaching us to 
nurture our sense of personal re-
sponsibility, not teaching us how to 
follow rules. If s tudents do not want 
to be hit by water balloons, they 
should not attend large-scale water 
balloon fights. 

We feel the s tudents should be 
able to make decisions on their own, 
with the support of the masters and 
administration. The function of the 
masters and the administration is to 
support s tudents in their interests 
and efforts. Instead, we feel the role 
of the masters has changed, and 
they have become the ones policing 
and criticizing student behavior. 

We feel a master ' s job is not to 
prevent s tudents from getting hurt 
— we do not feel that they are here 
to act as our parents in that respect. 
We had parental supervision for 18 
years prior to matriculation. We feel 
the masters are he re to be our fam-
ily and to support us when we make 
mistakes. If they are standing over 
our shoulders policing our actions, 
we will never have the opportunity 
to learn for ourselves what we can 
and cannot or should and should not 
do. 

College is truly the last time when 
we can realistically make mistakes 
and be in an environment that sup-
ports us. While in college, we are 
here to find ourselves, and in that 
process students make mistakes, but 
the university should be supportive 
of its students. 

Most of us value these last four 
years to be crazy and a time to learn 
more about ourselves. We also know 
we need to be prepared to go out in 
the real world, thus we need to learn 
our own limits rather than simply 
being told what they are, as we have 
been told our entire lives by our 
parents and teachers. 

Rice is no longer the same fun 
and relaxed place we matriculated 
into. People are afraid to be adven-
turous and risk judgment at the 
hands of the masters or the univer-
sity. We hate to see this change in 
the school we care so deeply about 
and have so much pride in. 

Rice is becoming some bizarre 
cross between Baylor and "PCU," a 
combination we cannot feel the same 
way about. As we graduate, we are 
afraid for Rice's future. We are afraid 
that Rice is going to keep losing all 
of its u nique qualities that have made 
it so special to us. We are proud and 
excited that Rice is becoming a more 
visible top-notch university, but 
these advances will be worthless if 
Rice loses all of the qualities that 
make it unique. 

Brian Hill 
Kevin Lynch 

Mike Khodadoust 
Baker seniors 

Jenessa Shapiro 
Baker junior 

K 

http://www.sunehase.com
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ALLEY THEATRE 
AMERICAN GENERAL LIFE 
AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS (AIPAC) 
ANDERSEN CONSULTING 
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUC 

ATSI 
BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
BMC SOFTWARE 

CAROLE ANNE CHAMBERLAIN, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
CITY OF HOUSTON 
CITY OF HOUSTON: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
AND ENGINEERING 
COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL HOUSTON (CISH) 
COMPAQ COMPUTER CORPORATION 
COUNTRYWATCH.COM 
CRIME STOPPERS 
DE LA GARZA PUBLIC RELATIONS, INC. 
DOMINION FILMS 
EDELMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS WORLDWIDE 
EDEN CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
ENRON CORPORATION 
ERNST & YOUNG 
FIDELITY INVESTMENTS 
FRENCH-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
GLOBAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, INC. 
GREENSHEET EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
GRUBB& ELLIS 
HESCO 
HILL VALUATION GROUP 
HOUSTON AREA WOMEN'S CENTER 
HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL PROTOCOL ALLIANCE 
HOUSTON PRESS 
HOUSTON WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 
HOWARD FRAZIER BARKER ELLIOTT, INC. 
J. M. HUBER CORPORATION 
J.A. COMPTON & CO. 
JEFFREY COMMUNICATIONS 
KATHRYN RISLEY DESIGNS LLC 
KPMG PEAT MARWICK LLP 
LAW OFFICE OF ALLISON D. HAST 
ART AND PERFORMANCE CENTER 
LEGG MASON WOOD WALKER, INC. 
LONE STAR STRATEGIES 
MAGIC EARTH 
MCCANN-ERICKSON SOUTHWEST 
MERGER COMMUNICATIONS 
MERRILL LYNCH & CO. 
MERRILL LYNCH BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
MICHAEL GAERTNER & ASSOCIATES 
MTV NETWORKS 
MUSEUM OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SCIENCE 
PAINEWEBBER 
PAMPLIN MUSIC 
PAPERCITY MAGAZINE 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
PROPORTIONAL TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
RBC DOMINION SECURITIES 
RHODES & ASSOCIATES 
ROBERT D. JENKINS, JR., ATTORNEY AT LAW 
SALOMON SMITH BARNEY 
SALVATION ARMY 
SCOTTSDALE SECURITIES, INC. 
SERVICESAUCTION.COM 
SHANDWICK INTERNATIONAL 
SPENCER STUART 
ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL HEALTH CHARITIES (SLEHC) 
STAGES REPERTORY THEATRE 
STYLE MAGAZINE OF HOUSTON 
TEACH FOR AMERICA 
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 
THE LUKENS CONSULTING GROUP 
THE QUAKER OATS COMPANY 
TIG CAPITAL SECURITIES CO. 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
UNITED SPACE ALLIANCE 
VOLLMER 
ZUST BACHMEIER OF SWITZERLAND, INC. 
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{English, Sociology, Political Science... } = ( I T 6 c l 1 1 y 

{Writing, Analyzing, Organizing...} 

= { in demand} 

Joint Venture 
C A R E E R S E R V I C E S 

What? 
• A semester-long internship program for liberal arts majors 

• An opportunity to earn 3 credit hours by taking a neat 

seminar class, HUMA 295: Current Issues in the Workplace 

• A great way to start your career path and get excellent work 

experience 

Who? 
• All undergraduate liberal arts 

majors 

• Great Houston companies 

(look left) 

How? 
• Apply online at 

www.rice.edu/projects/careers 

• Register for HUMA 295 

When? 
• December 8: Deadline for 

application to Joint Venture 

JY Internships 

Nothing takes the place of experi-

ence; the opportunity to test classroom 

theory and ideas in the context of the 

real world of work. By completing an 

internship, you come away with many 

benefits: clarification of career deci-

sion, confirmation of career choice, ex-

perience to add to a resume, the feel-

ing of having made a significant con-

tribution to an organization, and a re-

alistic perspective of work. 

Each semester you have the op-

portunity to obtain internships in a va-

riety of fields, and gain firsthand ex-

perience of the operat ions and 

managment issues facing an organi-

zation. You choose the companies 

and positions you prefer prior to the 

start of the program. The organiza-

tions receive your resumes, and inter-

view and hire selescted students. In-

ternships normally require between 

10-20 hours a week. 

Huh? 
• Stop by Career Services, second floor of the RMC, for 

more information. 

http://www.rice.edu/projects/careers
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POLICE BLOTTER 

The following incidents were reported to the University Police for the 
period Nov. 16-29. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College 

Brown College 

Academic Buildings 

Fondren Library 

Herring Hall 

Fondren Library 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
Cohen House Visitor 
Lot 

Facilities & 
Engineering Lot 

Allen Center/Cohen 
House Lot 

East Stadium Lot 

Nov. 18 Several occupants caught smoking 
marijuana in a dorm room. Officers 
contacted master, and a request to 
search was granted by the student. 
Marijuana and drug paraphernalia 
were seized. Case turned over to 
University Court. 

Nov. 22 Unregistered bicycle stolen from bike 
rack. The purple Schwinn was last 
seen Nov. 17. 

Nov. 19 Wallet reported stolen. 

Nov. 20 Laptop reported stolen. 

Nov. 2 1 Purse reported stolen. 

Nov. 19 Officer reported fight in progress at 
Black Student Association party. 
Fight had dispersed by the time 
additional units arrived. Subjects 
involved were escorted off campus. 

Nov. 16 Minor accident occurred. 

Nov. 20 Hit and run accident reported. 

Nov. 22 

Nov. 27 

Other Areas 
Graduate 
Apartments 

Nov. 18 

Police Station Nov. 20 

5615 Chaucer Dr. Nov. 28 

Entrance 8 Nov. 29 

6100 block of Main Nov. 29 

Failure to stop and give information 
reported. Complainant said his 
bumper was struck by another 
vehicle. 

Failure to stop and render aid 
reported from a Nov. 20 incident. 
Reportee was walking in the lot 
when he heard a vehicle come up 
behind him. As the vehicle came 
past him it struck him on the right 
leg and did not stop. 

A graduate student was assaulted 
in front of apartment complex. 
Suspect left the scene before 
officers arrived. The confrontation 
stemmed from a traffic-related 
incident. 

Parkingdepartment reported student 
stealing parking decal. Subject was 
released after he paid in full 
outstanding Department of Public 
Safety warrants. 

Houston Police Department dispatch 
advised that a home invasion had 
occurred at this Rice students' 
residence. The invasion was an 
armed robbery. The residents were 
tied up and the suspect got away 
with a small amount of cash. No 
injuries were sustained and the case 
is being handled by HPD. 

Non-Rice subject stopped traffic by 
going wrong way on one-way street. 
Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and released to HPD. 

Intoxicated subjects found in a 
parked vehicle on Main Street. One 
female subject checked by Rice EMS 
and transported by Houston Fire 
Department to an emergency room. 
The vehicle was parked in the East 
Stadium Lot and the driver was 
released to a responsible party. 

Now Open! o 
B e a d s , Gif ts , J e w e l r y 

F r o m A r o u n d t h e Wor ld 

2521 Amherst, in the Village 
O 713 5262216 n 
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Presidents to investigate cheers complaint 
by Rachel Rustin 

THKKSHKR STAFF 

The formal complaint filed to the 
administration addressing college 
cheers is being investigated by a 
committee of students. Composed 
of the college presidents, including 
a representative from Martel Col-
lege, and Student Association Presi-
dent Lindsay Botsford, the commit-
tee has met with Vice President for 
Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho, 
Associate General Counsel Carlos 
Garcia and the four students who 
filed the complaint. 

7 hope that while 
everyone might not be 
widely in favor of it at 
first, that gradually new 
traditions will start and 
a more respectful 
climate will kind of 
happen naturally.' 

— Lindsay Bots ford 

Student Associat ion pres ident 

The students who filed the com-
plaint came away from the meeting 
looking forward to the changes that 
are ahead. 

"Everyone wanted to talk about 
how we should make change, not if 
we should make change," Baker 
College senior Alexis Wiesenthal, 
one of the complainants, said. "They 
were looking to us as resources and 
not as enemies." 

The letter, which was addressed 
to President Malcolm Gillis, Vice 
President for Student Affairs Zenaido 

Camacho and the Rice community, 
called for university action against 
sexually explicit college cheers. The 
letter gave examples of cheers that 
the letter's authors felt were in viola-
t ion of Rice's sexual harassment 
policy. 

Much of the future discussion 
wi l l be lead by the college presi-
dents. Jones College senior Michelle 
Brand, one of the students who filed 
the complaint, said she feels that the 
col lege presidents are the r igh t 
group of people to do the job be-
cause they wi l l be the ones enacting 
the changes. Brown College Presi-
dent T imothy Werner agrees. 

" I th ink the college presidents 
realize the gravity of the situation 
and are wi l l ing to protect the inter-
ests of all students — both those 
issuing the complaint and those who 
ardent ly oppose any changes," 
Werner, a senior, said. "1 think the 
presidents realize this issue is not 
going to go away and that we are the 
best group of students to tackle this 
problem and coordinate a univer-
sity-wide response." 

Changes wil l begin next semes-
ter, when campus-wide forums and 
a cheer-writ ing contest wi l l be held. 

"As much as we'd l ike to address 
the complaint promptly, in order for 
it to be effective, it's going to have to 
happen next semester," Botsford, a 
Wiess College junior, said. 

The goal of the contest, which 
wil l occur at the start of the semes-
ter, is to encourage students to come 
up with non-harassing cheers. It wi l l 
probably be run by each of the col-
leges. Baker sophomore Kevin Duh, 
another student who helped file the 
complaint, believes this wil l give stu-
dents an extra sense of ownership of 
the new cheers. 

"(Rice students] could come up 
with some witty cheers," Duh said. 
"Hopefully, people wil l l ike those 
cheers better than the old ones and 
just use [the new ones]. Hopefully, 

next Orientation Week, fewer people 
wi l l be offended." 

The presidents are beginning dis-
cussions about the possibi l i ty of 
change by this spring's Beer-Bike. 
By then, the cheers contest wi l l have 
been held and each college wi l l have 
new cheers to teach and perform. 
However, no decisions about cheers 
at Beer-Bike have been reached. 

Botsford has h igh hopes for the 
process and the response f rom stu-
dents on campus. 

'Everyone wanted to 
talk about how we 
should make change, 
not if we should make 
change.' 

— Alex is W iesen tha l 

Bake r Col lege sen io r 

"1 hope that while everyone might 
not be widely in favor of it at first, 
that gradually new traditions wi l l 
start and a more respectful cl imate 
wil l k ind of happen naturally. I know 
none of us want to do anything dras-
tic, and we realize that all of this is 
g o i n g to have to be g radua l , " 
Botsford said. 

Unti l the changes are made, the 
presidents wil l continue to work with 
other members of the student body 
in order to find a solution to the 
complaint about college cheers. 

" M y goal, as well as the goal of 
the other presidents, is to open a 
dialogue on sexual harassment is-
sues," Werner said. ' The most im-
portant th ing is for this situation to 
remain in students' hands. If the 
administration were to swoop in and 
take over this process, no one would 
be satisfied with the outcome." 

PAR 
Better Ingredients. 

Better Pizza. 

5814 Kirby In Rice Village 

(713)432-7272 
Rice University Specials 

1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $8.49 

1 X-large, 2 topping pizza, 2 Ltr. Coke $11.99 

Late Night Special - After 9p.m. 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $7.99 

Now open late Friday & Saturday night until 1:00 a.m. 

Play "Beat the Clock" Every Monday Night 
Get one large, one topping pizza, for: 

Order Time Price 
5:00 to 6:00 $5.99 
6:00 to 7:00 $6.99 
7:00 to 8:00 $7.49 
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New food director will 
begin work next month 

by Matt Cuddihy 
THKRSHF.R STAKF 

Rebecca Lee Scheiner will be-
come the new assistant director for 
Food Operations beginning Dec. 18. 

Scheiner will replace Matt Mor-
gan, who resigned in September to 
become director of food service for 
the Cypress/Fairbanks Independent 
School District. 

Catering Manager Angela Riggs 
has been the interim director for the 
past two months. 

'Basically; [my job is] 
to keep you guys 
interested in having a 
good time and enjoying 
your meals.' 

— Rebecca Lee Scheiner 
Assistant Director 

for Food Operations 

Scheiner has worked for Bon 
Appetit, a corporate food catering 
service, for the last five years, serv-
ing both the Exxon and Marathon 
Oil companies. 

Scheiner said she comes from a 
family of "restaurant people." Her 
grandfa ther owned a restaurant in 
Missouri, and her father opened 
the Big Texas Steak Ranch, an 
Amarillo restaurant popular for its 
72-ounce steak — if you can eat it 
all, it's free. 

During high school, Scheiner and 
her eight siblings worked at the 
Steak Ranch with their father. She 
enjoyed the food business so much 
that she came to Houston to study 
hotel and restaurant management at 
the University of Houston. 

After college, Scheiner returned 
to Amarillo where she worked until 

All colleges to get 
newspapers this spring 

Starting next semester , s tudents 
at all residential colleges will be able 
to discuss the morning news from 
four major newspapers over break-
fast. 

'Hie program, which will deliver 
the Dallas Morning News, The New 
York Times, USA Today and The 
Houston Chronicle to the commons, 
began as a pilot program at Wiessand 
Hanszen Colleges this semester. 

Because of its success, program 
coordinators Student Association 
President Lindsay Botsford and As-
sistant Vice President for Student 
Affairs John Hutchinson approached 
President Malcolm Gillis about ex-
panding the program to include all 
eight colleges. 

Gillis gave approval to the pro-
gram Wednesday on the condition 
that Botsford and Hutchinson would 
be responsible for finding perma-
nent funding for the project. 

The program is expected to cost 
$28,(XX) per year. For spring semes-
ter, the President 's Office will con-
t r ibu te one-quar te r of the cost . 
Botsford and Hutchinson will ap-
proach Vice President for Finance 
and Administration Dean Curr ie 
about finding a permanent source of 
funding. 

One suggestion is that the money 
come from the Food & Housing bud-
get, with an increase of $8 in fees for 
on-campus students and $6 for those 
living off-campus to cover the costs. 

Hutchinson and Botsford initi-
ated the program this fall as part of 
the Texas Collegiate Newspaper 
Readership Program through the 
Dallas Morning News. 'Die pilot pro-
gram, with a price tag of $2,7(X), was 
funded through the President 's Ot-

her father died in 1990. She moved 
to Houston and became a manager 
at Carrabba's Italian restaurant for a 
few years. 

Scheiner then worked as an in-
spector for the Subway chain for one 
year before moving on to Bon 
Appetit. 

Scheiner decided she wanted to 
work at Rice after seeing the job 
listing on Rice's Web site. "That's 
absolutely me they're describing," 
she said. 

As part of her job as assistant 
d i r e c t o r for Food O p e r a t i o n s , 
Scheiner will oversee food service 
on campus, work to increase the 
quality of food and market new ideas 
to students. She said she wants stu-
dents to be excited about food. "Ba-
sically, [my job is] to keep you guys 
interested in having a good time and 
enjoying your meals," she said. 

Scheiner will also oversee the 
development of two new super-
kitchens, or serveries, which will 
be combined kitchens for Wiess 
and Hanszen Colleges and for Jones, 
Brown and Martel Colleges. The 
serveries will open after the new 
Wiess bui lding is f inished and 
Martel is built. 

Food and Housing Director Mark 
Ditman, who hired Scheiner, said 
her confidence and commercial ex-
perience which made her stand out. 
"We look at a lot of people, and I 
think just when you look at her total 
qualifications it was as strong a pack-
age as I've ever seen," Ditman said. 
"She's going to be a fantastic addi-
tion to Rice. I can't wait until she 
gets on board." 

Scheiner said that she plans on 
staying at Rice for quite a while. "I 
see Rice as a t remendous opportu-
nity," she said. "There 's so much to 
be improved. Just taking care of you 
guys is going to be wonderful." 

She will be at the Dec. 10 Gillis-
Camacho study break in order to 
meet food service workers and other 
members of the Rice community. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
fice. 

Hutchinson, a Wiess master, said 
the reason Rice students don't cur-
rently read newspapers regularly is 
because newspapers are not avail-
able. 

"Having lived with students for 
many years, I am aware that Rice 
students don't read newspapers and 
a major reason for that is access," 
Hutchinson said. 

With the program, he said he 
hopes students will be more aware 
of current events. 

— Elizabeth Decker 

SA constitution to 
undergo revision 

The Student Association will pro-
pose an updated version of its entire 
constitution to the student body for 
approval next semester. 

"We're not really as much creat-
ing new guidelines as we are mak-
ing sense of old guidelines," SA Par-
liamentarian Rudy Fink said. 

Fink, a Hanszen College senior, 
is heading up the project, along with 
SA President Lindsay Botsford and 
Director of Student Activities Mona 
Hicks. 

Fink said the changes are mainly 
structural and should shorten the 
constitution by almost 10 pages. The 
reduction in length will be accom-
plished by removing the constitu-
tions of blanket tax organizations 
and making them separate docu-
ments. 

'Hie proposed changes will clarify 
the process by which blanket tax 
organizations can be created, Fink 
said. 

'Hie proposed constitution will 
have to pass a student body referen-
dum before the SA will put it into 
effect. 

ran % $2 
-
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These ants, seen on the rim of a College Food Service plastic cup in the Sid Richardson College Commons, were 
attracted to the sugary soda left in the cup. 

Cold weather, construction bring ants 
by Rachel Shiffrin 

THRF.SHKR STAFF 

Ants have invaded residential col-
leges and other buildings on cam-
pus in the past few weeks because of 
construction and unseasonably cold 
weather, Housing Operations Man-
ager D>retta Pisegna said. 

"I can't think of one building on 
campus we haven't had a complaint 
in," she said. 

Pisegna said the good news is 
that no fire ants have been reported 
and the problem seems to be only 
intermittent. For example, there 
could be a problem on one floor of a 
building despite none of the other 
floors reported being affected. Also, 
the ants seem to move on quickly, 
she said. 

However, Pisegna said there is 
no easy way to alleviate the problem. 
An extermination company does 
regular peri meter sprays on all build-

"The constitution actually says 
that constitutional changes and by-
law changes can be approved by 
two-thirds vote of the student sen-
ate, but we really don't feel that that's 
kind of appropriate," Fink said. "The 
student senate really shouldn't be 
able to change the constitution at 
will, and I think that probably ac-
counts for why the constitution as 
messed up and disorganized as it 
is." 

The referendum for the new con-
stitution will be held before the 
Spring Elections and will be in place 
during the elections if it is passed. 

Fink said the constitution re-
quires that two-thirds of 20 percent 
of the student body must approve 
the referendum. Therefore, he said, 
about 560 students will have to vote 
in the referendum to make it valid. 

He and Botsford will be going to 
college government meetings to in-
crease the referendum's visibility 
and inform people about it. 

'line college presidents, blanket 
tax organizations and SA senators 
will proofread the proposed consti-
tution before it is put on the SA's 
Web site (http://sa.rice.edu) for the 
general Rice community to read. 

Fink estimated that the document 
will be available to everyone before 
the beginning of next semester. 

The process of constitutional re-
vision began last spring and was 
initiated last year by former SA Presi-
dent Anne Countiss (Hanszen '00) 
and former SA parliamentarians. 
Also consulted were blanket tax or-
ganizations and the college presi-
dents. 

"Countless other people have 
been nice enough to come up to us 
with comments and things that they 
thought should be changed," Fink 
said. 

— Michael Nalepa 

ings, but Pisegna said even a small 
amount of rain dilutes the spray, 
making it ineffective. 

'These are Texas ants 
— they don't like cold, 
so they try to come in.' 

— Loretta Pisegna 
Housing operations manager 

The company will also spray indi-
vidual rooms by student request , 
but there is often so much clutter on 
the floors of student rooms that a 
thorough job cannot be done and 
the problem persists, interim Assis-
tant Director of Housing Operations 
Frank Rodriguez said. 

Construction on campus has dis-
rupted the ants ' natural habitat , 
Pisegna said. 

"The vibrations in the ground 

because of the construction tends to 
bring the ants out of those areas," 
Rodriguez said. 

Also, extensive digging has dis-
placed the ants from their habitats. 

"The main problem will not s top 
until the digging stops," Pisegna 
said. "As long as all that is going on, 
there will be a disruption." 

T h e p rob l em h a s a lso b e e n 
caused by uncontrollable factors like 
weather . According to Assistant 
Maintenance Coordinator Ken Th-
ompson, last summer ' s dry weather 
was perfect for the ants to multiply. 
Lately, heavy rains have been caus-
ing ants to search for nesting sites 
inside buildings. 1 

Pisegna said unseasonably cold 
weather has also been driving the 
ants inside. "These are Texas ants 
— they don't like cold, so they try to 
come in," she said. 

Most years, the ants don't invade 
until winter break when most stu-
dents are away. 

Students who notice ant prob-
lems can contact work@rice.edu. 
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The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• Martel College transfer applications are still available at the Web site 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/-martelcg. Applications are due today. 

• Wiess junior Ben Home officially assumed the post of SA treasurer. 

• Another Police Assessment Center will take place tomorrow to hire 
two new officers. Contact Lt. Phillip Hassell (hassell@rice.edu) for 
more information. 

• SA approved the International Association for the Exchange of 
Students for Technical Experience, brought to the SA by Wiess 
sophomore Kirsten Schatz. Interested students should send e-mail 
to Schatz (kschatz@rice.edu). 

• SA President Lindsay Botsford and SA Vice President Dinah Mack 
spoke about self-scheduled exams. SA senators have been as-
signed exam periods to proctor. Those present discussed other ways 
to better facilitate final exams, including making all exams take-
home, offering incentives for proctoring and getting other students 
besides SA members to serve as proctors. 

• An ADVANCE diversity panel and discussion on diversity at Rice and 
how the college system affects diversity will be held today in the 
Grand Hall from 12-1 p.m. Everyone is invited and food will be 
provided. 

• Botsford and all college presidents will meet with the students who 
introduced the college cheers proposal beginning next semester. 

• SA Parliamentarian Rudy Fink updated the SA on the progress of 
revisions to the constitution. The changes will be proposed to the SA 
at the Jan. 22 meeting, and hopefully approved on Jan. 29, followed 
by a special election that week for approval from the student body. 
A copy of the new constitution will be available within two or three 
weeks. Contact Fink (rudyfink@rice.edu) with questions or concerns. 

• Baker Senator Sanford Holmes brought a proposal for an alcohol-
free dance club in Willy's Pub every Saturday night beginning next 
semester. A possible name suggested was "Digital Underground," 
and students would serve as DJs. Holmes asked for SA input. For 
a copy of the full proposal or to express questions and concerns, 
send e-mail to Holmes (soccer@rice.edu). 

• Academics Committee Chairs Gwen Hoben and Colin Vandell dis-
cussed possible changes to the Academic Advising program, includ-
ing the introduction of peer academic advisors to help students 
better understand requirements during Orientation Week and pre-
registration. Those present discussed whether these positions 
should be paid or strictly volunteer and how students would be 
selected. Contact Michele Daley (brisbane@rice.edu), assistant 
director of the Academic Advising program, with input. 

• Botsford announced that possible changes to the stadium parking 
system will be discussed next semester and invited five undergrads 
to serve on a committee with Police Chief Bill Taylor to discuss this. 
If you are interested in serving on this committee, send an e-mail to 
Botsford (lindsayk@rice.edu). 

The next meeting is Dec. 4 at 10 p.m. 

In the Nov. 17 issue of the Thresher the photograph with the story 
"Uniforms at Autry Court will become optional" was miscredited. It 
should have said it was taken by Jennifer Joe. Also, in the same issue 
in the article Associate Athletics Director Steve Moniaci's name was 
misspelled. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 

five-second rule, 
coffeehouse. J 

Wiess, Baker name 
by Chase Dan ford 

THRKSHF.R STAFF 

Baker and Wiess Colleges an-
nounced their choices for masters 
Monday after a relatively short 
search process that began in late 
September. 

Psychology Associate Professor 
Mickey Quinones and his wife Karin 
Dudziak, a graduate student in the 
Psychology Department, will take 
the reins next semester starting by 
moving into Baker House in Janu-
ary. 

Sociology Professor Katherine 
Donato and her husband Dr. Dan 
Kalb will begin their five-year term 
at Wiess July 1. 

Quinones and Dudziak are cur-
rently faculty associates at Baker, 
where Quinones is the social sci-
ences divisional adviser. Quinones 
has taught at Rice and been a Baker 
associate since 1993. 

Though the couple said they had 
considered applying for a master-
ship before, they said this was the 
first time it felt right. 

"We thought about doing it two 
years ago when Baker [was looking 
for new masters], but it wasn't a 
good time in our lives," Dudziak said. 
"It's something we've had on the 
back burner, and then when Baker 
opened up now, we felt that this was 
just a really good time in our lives, 
and we were already affiliated with 
Baker. It was a very natural progres-
sion. 

'We've just been blown 
away by how perfect 
they are for Wiess. ... 
Everything s been really 
positive. Everyone's 
eager to meet them and 
start introducing them 
to Wiess.' 

— Amy Schindler 
Wiess master search 

committee chair 

"Some great advice we heard is 
that when it's supposed to be fun 
and not work, that's when you're 
ready," she said. "And we feel it's 
going to be fun for us, and not some-
th ing we have to just drudge 
through." 

The couple said they are plan-
ning to make up for missing the first 
semester of this year. 

"We really want to try to be proac-
tive in getting to know the freshmen 
that we might have missed out on 
this fall," Dudziak said. "That's one 
of our goals — to try to catch up with 
the people we don't know as well as 
we would like to." 

Quinones and Dudziak will re-
place interim Masters Arthur and 
Joan Few, who took the positions 
this summer when Linguistics Pro-
fessor Jim Copeland and his wife 
Chris had to step down from the 
mastership after one year because 
of his health concerns. The Fews 

KIJANA KNIGHT/THRESHER 

Psychology Associate Professor Mickey Quinones and his wife Psychology 
graduate student Karin Dudziak will begin as Baker College masters in January. 

served as Baker masters from 1994-
'99 and are also currently Martel 
College masters. 

Quinones said he and Dudziak 
are looking forward to their new 
responsibilities, and they hope to 
bring continuity to the Baker mas-
tership. 

"1 think Baker needs — more 
than anything else right now—some 
stability," Quinones said. "There's 
been some turnover with masters 
for unfortunate reasons. We hope 
that we can provide a happy and 
supportive and stable environment 
for years to come." 

Baker masters search commit-
tee chair Kevin Askew, a Baker jun-
ior, said he thinks all the students 
are pleased with the selection. "I 
know the committee is excited," he 
said. "1 can't say enough about 
Mickey and Karin, and 1 think they're 
going to be great masters. They've 
been around Baker for a long time, 
and they've been active associates, 
so 1 think a lot of people already 
know them." 

While Quinones and Dudziak 
have been affiliated with Baker for 
some years, the new Wiess masters, 
Donato and Kalb, are new to Rice. 
They are currently interim associ-
ates at Will Rice College. 

This is Donato's first year teach-
ing at Rice after leaving her post as 
graduate director of the sociology 
department at i/>uisiana State Uni-
versity. Kalb teaches at the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Science Center 
and has his own clinical practice. 
Donato and Kalb have two daugh-
ters, a six-year-old named Mario and 
a four-year-old named Stella Rose. 

Donato said she thinks their chil-
dren will benefit from campus life, 
with students acting like an exten-
sion of their family. "1 think they're 
at an age when they will be able to 
reap benefits from having 19- and 
20-year-old siblings around." 

Kven though they are new to Rice, 
Donato does not foresee any prob-
lems adjusting to a mastership, and 
said their inexperience could actu-
ally help. 

"We're new to Rice, but we've 
spent a lot of time at Wiess," Donato 
said. "The students have educated 
me. 1 think actually being new to 
Rice could offer me some new op-

KIJANA KNIGHT/THRESHER 

Sociology Professor Katherine Donato and her husband Dr. Dan Kalb will 
begin their five-year term as Wiess College masters on July 1. 

portunities to see things slightly dif-
ferently or to realize opportunities 
that have not been realized before." 

Donato said she and her hus-
band considered applying for a mas-
tership even before she began work-
ing at the university. 

"My husband, Dan, graduated 
from an undergraduate institution 
similar in size and scope to Rice in 
the Northeast, Vassar," Donato said. 
"He was the first one to point out 
that Rice had a college system and 
masters, and said that it was a unique 
opportunity and that when we got to 
Rice we should look into." 

Donato and Kalb will replace 
Wiess Masters John and Paula 
Hutchinson, who finish their seven-
year stint in June. They stayed two 
years longer than the traditional 
masters' term. 

Masters search committee chair 
Amy Schindler, a Wiess junior, said 
everyone is eager to involve the 
Donatos in the college. "We've just 
been blown away by how perfect 
they are for Wiess," she said. 
"Everything's been really positive. 
Everyone's eager to meet them and 
start introducing them to Wiess.... 
It's nice when it finally happens." 

That's one of our goals 
— to try to catch up 
with the people we 
don'/ know as well as 
we would like to.' 

— Karin Dudziak 
New Baker College master 

I"he search committees chose the 
masters in just over two months in-
stead of the usual four or five months 
allotted to select new masters be-
cause Baker needed new masters by 
January. Wiess decided to put its 
search on a faster timetable to match 
the other search process. 

"This was an unusual year," 
Schindler said. "It started out with 
our goal to choose by February. In 
the past, the announcement hasn't 
been made until March or April. 
Because of Baker's special circum-
stances, their search was acceler-
ated. Because there were candi-
dates that over lapped, Wiess 
needed to match Baker in 
timeframe." 

Neither committee expressed 
problems with having concurrent 
searches, and Askew said the com-
mittees were able to work together 
to achieve their own individual 
goals. 

"It actually worked out really well 
because we tried to coordinate with 
each other, and l)r. Camacho really 
facilitated that, so even though we 
shared some of the same candidates 
we were in constant communica-
tion," Askew said. "I think we're both 
happy with the choices we've made, 
so it worked out nicely." 

\ 
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Debate team off to good start 
by Mark Berenson 

TMKKSHKR STAFF 

The George R. Brown Korensics Society has had a 
successful first semester, winning theTexas State Cham-
pionship for the 5th consecutive year and placing sec-
ond out of 47 schools at the Air Force Academy Invita-
tional Nov. 17-20 while defeating schools such as the 
University of California at Berkeley and the University 
of Notre Dame. 

The debate team has won three of the 10 tourna-
ments they have competed in this semester. In addition 
to winning theTexas Intercollegiate Forensics Associa-
tion State Championship in early November, the team 
won the Sam Houston State University Forensics Tour-
nament Oct. 13-15 and the Bayou Bucket SwingTourna-
ment at the University of St. Thomas Sept. 29-30. 

Rice students were recognized as four of the top five 
speakers at the state championship. I^ovett College junior 
Jitu Sardar placed first, Brown College junior Chas Cahn 
took second, third place went to Brown senior Rifi Newaz 
and Hanszen College junior Brook Ames took fifth place. 

The team competes in two forms of debate, parlia-
mentary debate and individual events. In parliamentary 
debate, teams of two are given a topic and 15 minutes to 
prepare to speak. This style of debate requires competi-
tors to be knowledgeable about current events. 

"If you debate, you really have to know a lot about 
what is going on in the world and be able to talk about 
it very fluently," team captain Ames said. 

The team also competes in 11 individual events, 

categorized into three general formats. These formats 
are limited prep t ;me, where a contestant is given a topic 
and then gives a speech on it, prepared speeches, in 
which a debater gives a speech from memory, and 
acting events, in which a contestant gives a practiced 
speech in a particular style, such as poetry. 

Of the 22 team members, almost half are freshman 
and only seven are from last year's team. Debate team 
head coach Dan West said the large number of fresh-
men is exciting for the team. "They are awesome," West 
said. "Some came in with lots of experience, some with 
none, but they are all really hard-working." 

Ames said the team of Sid Richardson College fresh-
man Becca Schendel and Wiess College freshman Brett 
Murphy has already qualified for the national tourna-
ment, doing so in the shortest time possible. "They have 
shown an amazing capability for parliamentary debate," 
Ames said. 

The spring semester should be equally busy for the 
team. Before next semester, eight debaters will go to 
Hell Froze Over at the University of Texas, Austin, an 
individual events tournament. Ames said the competi-
tion will be stiff, since 15 of the top 20 teams in the 
country will be there. "It's a good chance to see where 
we stand in relation to everyone else," Ames said. 

In March and April, the team will compete in four 
national tournaments, including a new national tourna-
ment directed by West. Also during the spring semes-
ter, the team will aim to accrue their 4,000th trophy 
since West began his career as head coach at Rice eight 
years ago. 

Forensics budget increase was for one year 
FORENSICS, from Page 1 
crease. 

West said he was caught off 
guard. "I was blindsided by that com-
ment. They told Cathi as if I knew. I 
had never been told that at all," West 
said. 

Clack added that West is con-
cerned because the parents of de-
baters had been concerned that their 
children might travel in vans. 

No decision was made last sum-
mer regarding a permanent increase 
in the Forensic Society's transporta-
tion budget, Assistant Vice Presi-
den t for S t u d e n t Affai rs John 
Hutchinson said. 

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho and Associate 
(ieneral Counsel Carlos Garcia told 
West in September that the ba^is for 
not providing additional travel funds 
is that there needs to be an equity of 
liability for the university, West said. 

Hutchinson would not confirm 
that the conversation had taken 
place, but said equity of liability was 
a reasonable concern that had been 
discussed by the administration. 
Camacho had no recollection of the 
conversation and Garcia was unavail-
able for comment, as he is currently 
on vacation. 

In a letter sent to the Rice foren-
sics community, West explained 
equity of liability. "If we give Foren-
sics money to travel by bus, and we 
don't give other teams like Iacrosse 
money to travel by bus, and Lacrosse 
gets into an accident in a van, then 
we would be more liable than if we 
made Forensics travel in vans, too," 
West wrote. 

Hutchinson said the concept of 
equity of liability would not apply if 
the decision to provide different 
transportation arrangements was not 
based on safety. "If there were time 
pressure concerns, numbers of per-
sonnel which could effect the mode 
of transportation, and theeconomies 
associated with it — there could be 
other factors," he said. 

In addition, Hutchinson said the 
issue of equity of liability would not 
be relevant this year, since the deci-
sion to give additional funds to the 
debate team was not based on safety. 
"[The team was| not provided funds 
because there was a concern on the 
part of the university that vans are 
unsafe, but rather it was in support 
of a team which had suffered a seri-
ous. traumatic and obviously ex-
t remely in ju r ious acc iden t , " 
Hutchinson said. 

However, Associate General 
Counsel Joe Davidson said he would 
not have used equity of liability to 
explain this situation. "I would not 
have used that phrase in that con-
text," Davidson said. 

Davidson added that no single 
standard is right for all groups, and 

that the larger situation must be 
examined. 'There isn't a hierarchy 
to vehicles ," Davidson said. "All 
modes of transportation are accept-
able under certain circumstances." 

Risk Manage r Renee Block 
agreed that transportation needs to 
be dealt with as each situation arises. 
"You can't really have a one-size-fits-
all — you need to look at each situa-
tion separately, because each situa-
tion is different," Block said. 

West said the main reason he 
wanted to continue traveling by bus 
was because of safety. "Vans aren't 
as safe as buses," he said. 

West said a bus is safer because 
it has a lower center of gravity than 
a car, meaning that it will not tip 
over. Also, buses are taller, so in a 
crash similar to last year's the cabin 
of the bus would not have been de-
formed. 

"Mostly, what would have hap-
pened is that we would have been 
thrown around in the bus. and some-
one would have broken an arm or a 
leg," West said. 

'/'// continue to travel 

by buses, and if we run 

out of money, then no 

more nationals.' 
— Dan West 

Debate coach 

In addition, the safety issue is 
compounded by the large size of the 
team. "Because of our success last 
year, our team is large enough that 
we can't actually fit in two vans, so 
I assistant coach] Chris [ Aspclal 1 and 
I drive two vans if we drive and we 
have more students than that, so we 
don't have anybody to drive a third 
van," West said. 

According to West, the debate 
team goes to about 11 tournaments 
that are several hou rs away or more. 
I"he rest of the tournaments are close 
enough that West said he has con-
tinued to use vans to get to them. 
For example, in early November, 
the team took a van to the Texas 
Intercollegiate Forensics Associa-
tion State Championship, which was 
took place at North Harris College 
in Humble, about 40 minutes from 
Rice. 

West said he has tried to keep the 
costs down when traveling by bus. 
West obtained a commercial driver's 
license this summer, meaning that 
he can drive a rented bus, which he 
has done this semester. 

Ixist week West sent out a letter 
about the lack of funding for bus 
travel next year, addressing it to 

"Students, Alumni and Friends of 
Rice Forensics." The letter called 
for people to support the additional 
funding by writing letters to mem-
bers of the administration. 

West's decision to send the letter 
was to keep the community, and 
especially parents, aware that the 
team may lose funding for the buses. 
"[Westl goes, 'I'm going to have to 
keep parents informed about our 
travel status so I have to let them 
know that there's a probability we'll 
have to go back to being in vans 
again.' I don't have a problem with 
that," Clack said. 

However, according to West, the 
administration was upset with his 
approach to dealing with the situa-
tion and told him a letter to the pub-
lic was not appropriate. 

West said he stands by the writ-
ing of his letter. Hutchinson had no 
comment about the letter. 

Debate team member Timothy 
Werner, who sustained minor inju-
ries in the accident last year, said the 
only reason many parents of return-
ing debaters allowed them to com-
plete this year was because they 
believed the team would receive 
additional money for transportation. 
'To say the very least, we were as-
tonished and incredibly upset when 
we heard that the money was only 
for one year," Werner, a Brown Col-
lege senior, said. 

Werner added that he feels it is 
unfair that the university is burden-
ing the debate team with uncertainty. 
"For those of us who've returned, 
we already have the burden of doing 
well, then we have the burden of 
dealing with the past, so the last 
thing we really need is to have to 
face what the university is trying to 
do to us," Werner said. 

West said that the team will not 
go back to traveling by van in the 
future. 

"I'll continue to travel by buses, 
and if we run out of money, then no 
more nationals," he said. "It's not 
worth it for me to sacrifice the suc-
cess of our program or the safety of 
my students. I won't do it again. I 
have a family that I love, and I'm not 
going to risk my life on the road in a 
van again for the university, and I 
hope they understand where I am 
coming from." 

Debate team captain Brook 
Ames, a Hanszen College junior who 
was severely in jured in last 
semester's accident and had to have 
a titanium rod inserted into his fe-
mur, supports West's refusal to re-
turn to vans for long trips. 

"For a lot of us, especially the 
upperclassmen, it's really hard to 
think about riding in vans again," he 
said. "For those long drives, it really 
makes me nervous, having been 
thro- ' 'hat," Ames said. 

Microsoft's X-Men 
KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Microsoft developer Victor Blanco demonstrated a prototype of the 
X-Box, a new video game platform, in Duncan Hall Wednesday evening. 

MULTILINGUAL TRAVEL 
ASSISTANCE COORDINATORS 
JAPANESE 

AIG is the leading U.S.-based international insurance and financial 
services organization and the largest underwriter of commercial and 
industrial insurance in the United States Its member companies write a 
wide range of commercial and personal insurance products through a 
variety of distribution channels in approximately 130 countries and 
jurisdictions throughout the world. AIG s global businesses also include 
financial services and asset management, including aircraft leasing, 
financial products, trading and market making,consumer finance, 
institutional, retail and direct investment fund asset management, real 
estate investment management, and retirement savings products. 
American International Group, Inc.'s common stock is listed on the 
New York Stock Exchange, as well as the stock exchanges in London, 
Paris, Switzerland and Tokyo AIG is currently seeking Multilingual 
Travel Assistance Coordinators lor its 24/7/365 assistance center. 

You will provide telephone assistance and solutions to problems that 
travelers encounter worldwide To qualify, you must have 2+ years' 
customer service experience in the medical, legal, insurance or travel 
industries and fluency in Japanese. Computer data entry skills are also 
required. Must be flexible to work day, evening or night shifts as required 

We offer a competitive salary along with a comprehensive benefits 
package We support applications for H1B Visas. Please e-mail (using 
ASCII text and including job title in subject), fax. or send a resume and 
cover letter with salary requirements to American International 
Companies, Human Resources/AIG International Services, 6464 
Savoy Dr., Houston. TX 77036; 
Fax: 713-952-3619; e-mail: 
ana.deicaza@aig.com 

Equal Opportunity Employer. AIG 

SUBS A SALADS 

Holcombe and Greenbricir 
(713) 661-7384 

Weekend Special 

99<t 
Any 6" sub 

with purchase of chips and soft drink 

OR... 

$10 off 
any 6-foot sub during the .^.ida, on 

mailto:ana.deicaza@aig.com
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Dance club proposed 
DANCE, from Page 1 
good t rack record [at locat ing 
f u n d s ] C a m a c h o said. "I'm opti-
mistic." 

Holmes said he and Cavanah 
planned to get funding from Cama-
cho from the beginning, but they 
also unsuccessfully applied for fund-
ing from the Dr. Bill Wilson Student 
Initiative Grant. 

Operating cost for the Digital Un-
dergrounds is estimated at about 
$5,000 per semester. Holmes said 
they are looking to the Student Or-
ganizations Fund, the President's 
Programming Fund and the Envi-
sion Grant program for this money. 

Once the club starts charging 
cover in fall 2001, Holmes said, the 
operational costs will be met. 

Hauenstein said he wants to in-
crease the number of students who 
go to the Pub. "We [could] get more 
traffic going through the space more 
often," he said. "We're hoping to get 
new food bus iness on Saturday 
night." 

Hauenstein said the Pub will also 
benefit from the new stereo equip-
ment. 

Currently, the Pub can be rented 
on Saturdays, but Hauenstein said it 
happens very infrequently, so the 
dance club will not cause a financial 
loss. 

Al though no alcohol will be 

served, intoxicated students will be 
allowed in unless they are disrup-
tive. "We want to keep the atmo-
sphere for the people that are there 
to dance," Holmes said. "We expect 
people who are intoxicated to come, 
enjoy food and therefore not be as 
intoxicated." 

Camacho agreed. "Measuring 
intoxication is an impossible gray 
zone," he said. "What makes better 
sense to me is to create an environ-
ment where people can have a great 
time without having alcohol." 

Some students said they think a 
dance club at Rice will improve traf-
fic in the Student Center. 

"I think that it is a good idea. H i e 
Pub is a great place, but it is dead too 
often," Wiess junior Jeff Geisinger, 
who is also a Student Center build-
ing manager, said. 

Other students didn't u nderstand 
why the club will be alcohol-free. 

"I question the wisdom of not 
serving alcohol," Lovett College se-
nior Nathan Zumwalt said. 'To make 
dance things work you need lots of 
people, and people who like to dance 
are often those who like to drink. 
Alcohol is part of the whole dancing 
and clubbing thing." 

Holmes said the Pub can hold 
300 people, and he hopes the Digital 
Undergrounds will regularly be that 
crowded. 

charming 
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and be connected to the nearest clinic 

PPlanned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

www.pphouston.org 

/71 (b 
The 
Princeton 
Review 

Get extra help when 
you need it - free. 

M 
m 

Free GRE Strategy Session Dec. 5th - come 
get some free tips to improve your score 

Classes start December 6th in 
the GalleriaJMemoHal area and 

December 17h in the Rice Village. 

300.2Review | www. PrincetonReview. com 

Live Instruction j Books | Software \ Online Courses 
The Princeton Review is not rffmSed with Princeton I nlwrsity or ETS. 

; ... 

KIJANA KNIGHT/THRESHER 

Progress is underway on the new Wiess College Commons, currently being built behind Hanszen College. 

Wiess construction on schedule 
by Rachel Rustin 

THRESHER STAFF 

Despite the recent rain, Wiess 
College construction is still on sched-
ule. 

'Things are going very well," 
Director of Project Management 
Barbara White said. "Most of our 
contractors are aggressively man-
aging their schedules, or they are 
resequencing the construction on 
projects to allow for things to be 
done at the same time." 

Based on the current schedule, 
the new Wiess building won't open 
until April 2002, but the commons 
will be completed a year before that. 
The commons will open this spring, 
and Hanszen College students will 
begin using it. The Hanszen Com-
mons must be rebuilt to create the 
super-kitchen Hanszen will eventu-
ally share with Wiess. 'Hie current 
Hanszen Commons will be demol-
ished after this spring's commence-
ment to minimize problems for stu-
dents. 

"We felt like the disruption would 
be a lot less if we could start in the 
summer," White said. "It's a little bit 
of challenge because it tightens the 
schedule at the other end. But, if we 
can make all the manpower commit-
ments work out as far as the project 
closeout at the other end, then it 
would be great. The Wiess College 
and the new Hanszen Commons 
need to open at the same time so we 
can move the Wiess students into 
the Wiess commons." 

While this plan is not yet official, 

White said she is planning on it. 
Construction on the new Hanszen 
Commons will not begin until this 
summer. 

The new Hanszen Commons will 
include an outdoor dining area, class-
rooms and a connection to a terrace. 
Like the current commons, it will 
have a loft. The back deck, barbecue 
pit and volleyball court the college 
had before Wiess construction be-
gan are gone, but the new commons 
will have a projection screen and a 
game room. 

'[Rice] shouldn't be a 

great place to live 

someday — it should be 

a great place to live 

now.' 
— Barbara White 

Director, Project Management 

"1 think students will be pretty 
impressed with what they have in 
store for their commons," Hanszen 
President Lindsay Germano said. 
"It's definitely going to be tough and 
kind of a change in the way of life at 
Hanszen, but it has a lot of new 
features, a lot of good space." 

After the new Hanszen Commons 
is finished, workers will make final 
improvements to the Wiess Com-
mons so "it's back to being a new 

building when [Wiess s tudents] 
move in," White said. This could 
include adding a fresh coat of paint 
or putting in a new carpet. 

Even though Hanszen and Wiess 
will be sharing a servery, the Wiess 
Commons will have a satel l i te 
servery so that family-style dining 
can continue. The new Wiess will 
also have wider balconies, and all of 
the rooms will be suites. 

"A lot of people say that the 
crappiness of the [building] has 
something to do with the character 
of Wiess, but I don't buy that," Wiess 
President Josh Katzsaid. "I think it's 
the outdoor layout, the social layout 
that has to do with the spirit of Wiess. 
The new Wiess will be just this social." 

White acknowledges that the 
amount of construction on campus 
is unusually heavy at the moment 
but said she is doing her best to keep 
the campus a nice place for students. 
She said the construction Web site, 
located at http://project. rice, edu, pro-
vides a way for students and others 
affected by the construction to let 
her know about problems or con-
cerns. 

"If there is something that just 
isn't working for the students on a 
day-to-day basis, we absolutely want 
to know that and we want to do 
something about it," White said. "I 
want your experience at Rice to be 
as good as it can be. It shouldn't be 
a great place to live someday — it 
should be a great place to live now. 
We're still trying to accomplish some 
goals, but we ought to make it a 
great place." 
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And global justice for all 
KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Three students examine a petition protesting the School of the Americas outside Fondren Library Nov. 17. The 
School of the Americas is a U.S. military school in Georgia where Latin and South American terrorists allegedly 
receive military training from the U.S. government. The protest was organized Rice Students for Global Justice. 

http://www.pphouston.org
http://project
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Amount of KTRU athletics programming set for two years 
KTRU, from Page 1 

KTRU Station M a n a g e r Johnny 
So, a m e m b e r of t h e commit tee , said 
h e w a s d isappoin ted that this change 
w a s m a d e b e c a u s e h e believes the 
n u m b e r of g a m e s played on KTRU 
will i n c r e a s e with fu tu re negotia-
t ions. 

"I th ink in two yea r s when this 
a g r e e m e n t expi res , t h e administra-
tion is no t go ing to t ake away g a m e s 
f r o m athle t ics ," So said. "The only 
way to g o is up." 

T h e KTRU advisory commi t tee 
is c o m p o s e d of Associate Vice Presi-
den t for F inance and Administrat ion 
Neill Binford , Vice P res iden t for 
Public Affairs T e r r y Shepard , KTRU 
faculty adviser Hill Wilson, Dean of 
Con t inu ing S tudies Mary Mclnt i re , 
So, c o m p u t e r sc ience g r a d u a t e stu-
den t and KTRU DJ J o h n Clements , 
Scot t H o c h b ^ r g (Will Rice, 7 5 ) , 
M a n a g e r of Arch i t ec tu re and Engi-
n e e r i n g for Facilit ies and Engineer-
ing J o h n Posch , and Hanszen Col-
l ege jun ior and KTRU mus ic direc-
tor M e g h a n Wilde. 

7 think the proposal is 

terrible because it will 

be the end of KTRU. ... 

They 're taking power 

from the students and 

being big, bad, 

unethical people.' 
— Kenn Young 

KTRU DJ and Will Rice senior 

T h e advisory commi t t ee has been 
mee t ing s ince the b e g i n n i n g of the 
academic year , when Athlet ics Di-
rec tor Bobby May first submi t t ed a 
proposal that the n u m b e r of athlet ic 
events on KTRU be increased . May's 
Oct. 9 proposal to t h e commi t t ee 
r e q u e s t e d six to 10 h o u r s of athlet-
ics to be b roadcas t on K TRU, which 
would be about four or five g a m e s 
per week . After negot ia t ions , the 

commi t tee dec ided on t h r e e to four 
g a m e s per week . 

Overall, So said h e and the o ther 
KTRU staff m e m b e r s d isagreed with 
forcing KTRU to play athletics, but 
he said the commi t t ee had to c o m e 
up with s o m e kind of proposal . 

"I wasn' t happy with it, but we 
had to turn s o m e t h i n g in," So said. "I 
d i sagree with every aspect of it." 

Camacho r e fused to c o m m e n t on 
the decision. However, Shepard said 
most of the commi t t ee m e m b e r s felt 
it was a fair resolut ion. 

"Nei ther of t h e two opposi te e n d s 
of the spec t rum went away com-
pletely happy, but ne i ther felt like 
they lost everyth ing ," Shepard , a 
m e m b e r of the advisory commit tee , 
said. 

May could not be reached for 
c o m m e n t . 

So said KTRU staffers a re cur-
rently taking a vote to see w h e t h e r 
the staff is in favor of the ag reemen t . 
DJs will e-mail their vote of e i ther 
"accept" or "re ject" to Wilson, who 
will tabulate the votes. T h e vote be-
gan T u e s d a y at noon and will end 
this T u e s d a y at midnight . 

So said even if KTRU DJs vote to 
reject the ag reemen t , little action 
will be taken. He said the purpose of 
the vote is to ascertain whe the r the 
1 )J s a re in suppor t of the ag reemen t . 

"As to w h e t h e r or not it's go ing to 
c h a n g e anyth ing ... probably not," 
So said. "But it's good to have on 
paper. Years f rom now, when they 
say, 'You guys loved that old athlet-
ics proposal , ' we can say, 'No, look, 
we didn' t . '" 

T h r e e DJs have made public state-
m e n t s against the decision. 

J o n e s Col lege junior Viki Keener 
a n d W i e s s C o l l e g e s o p h o m o r e 
Pa t r i ck G l a u t h i e r p r o t e s t e d t h e 
a g r e e m e n t T u e s d a y night dur ing the 
b roadcas t of the w o m e n ' s basket-
ball g a m e . K e e n e r said s h e and 
Glauthier arr ived in the middle of 
the g a m e b e c a u s e they were sched-
uled to subs t i tu te for So, who is the 
DJ of the "Tuesday Nitro" show, 
which airs punk and ska music 9-10 
p.m. Tuesdays . 

W h e n she arrived short ly before 
9 p.m., Keener said, the basketbal l 
g a m e was still on the air. She and 
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Glauthier t hen decided to simulta-
neously broadcas t the mus ic for the 
N itro show with the end of the g a m e . 

K e e n e r sa id s h e c o n s i d e r e d 
broadcas t ing the p r o g r a m s toge the r 
protes t . 

"I th ink it was effective in mak ing 
a s t a tement , even if it d idn ' t c h a n g e 
anything," s h e said. "It called atten-
tion f rom the communi ty and f rom 
the adminis t ra t ion." 

Keene r said she received about 
30 p h o n e calls dur ing the hour- long 
s imul t aneous broadcas t . Of those 
calls, s h e said only t h r ee were f rom 
angry or f rus t ra ted callers . Keener 
said when s h e explained why s h e 
was b roadcas t i ng mus i c and the 
g a m e at the s a m e time, two of the 
angry cal lers said they unders tood 
and suppor ted the protest . 

7 wasn't happy with 

[the agreement], but we 

had to turn something 

in. ...I disagree with 

every aspect of it.' 
— Johnny So 

KTRU station manager and 
Will Rice College senior 

Assistant Vice Pres ident for Stu-
den t Affairs J o h n Hu tch in son , a 
Wiess master , was the o the r caller. 
Keener said Hutchinson called to 
tell them they should s top the pro-
test. 

Keener said no o ther cal lers sup-
ported the broadcas t of the game. 
"Not one person called to say they 
were trying to listen to the game , 
which implied to me that no one was 
l is tening to the game," s h e said. 

However , Shepa rd said h e re-
ceived a call W e d n e s d a y morn ing 
f rom the fa ther of one of the basket-
ball team m e m b e r s f rom Bristow, 
Okla. "He though t it was a mean-
spirited and vindictive th ing to do, 
and he was aware of the deba te on 
the issue," Shepard said. 

Shepa rd said the DJs ' ac t ions 

were inappropria te . " T h e react ion 
f rom all t h e people (in Public Af-
fairs) is d e e p r eg re t tha t t h e stu-
den t s would act so immature ly , " h e 
said. "It s h o w e d d i s r e spec t for the i r 
fellow s t u d e n t s on t h e baske tba l l 
team, it s h o w e d d i s r e spec t for t h e 
l i s t ene r s . . . . I th ink it w a s an unfor-
tunate th ing to do." 

Keener said the in ter rupt ion of 
the w o m e n ' s basketbal l g a m e was 
not in tended to be a persona l a t tack 
on the t eam. 

"It's no th ing personal at all, and it 
was very unfai r to them, but KTRU 
is in an unfa i r posit ion a s well," 
Keener . "I 'm very sor ry about hav-
ing to do it, but I felt it had to be d o n e 
and it was jus t c h a n c e that it hap-
pened to be the i r game . " 

So said h e would not punish the 
DJs involved in the incident . He said 
h e u n d e r s t a n d s why they pro tes ted 
in this manne r , but d o e s not com-
pletely suppor t the u se of the station 
to protest . 

"I suppor t and I unde r s t and the 
phi losophy behind their act ions, but 
I am less suppor t ive of DJs us ing 
their shi f ts to p ropaga te their indi-
vidual opinions on the mat ter ," So 
said. "I can' t punish t hem b e c a u s e I 
know why they ' re do ing t h e th ings 
that they do. . . . I th ink it 's a good 
idea to bes tow upon t h e m a level of 
independent though t . It's not m y j o b 
to rein in e n e m i e s of the adminis t ra-
tion." 

Will Rice senior Kenn Young cre-
ated a 60-second loop tape that re-
ques t s feedback f rom l i s teners who 
are opposed to inc reas ing spor t s 
coverage on KTRU. 

'Die tape says, "Will t he music 
format tha tyou wan ton KTRU-Hous-
ton survive? Rice Universi ty admin-
istration is taking over KTRU's stu-
dent p r o g r a m m i n g with Rice spor t s 
one s tep at a t ime. T h i s r e p r e s e n t s a 
slow death of KTRU and its ideals. 
Your main s o u r c e of m u s i c and 
thought which is not control led by 
the five major record labels is u n d e r 
attack. Without your help, we will 
lose." 

'Hie tape then ins t ruc ts l i s teners 
to send an e-mail to kenn@rice.edu. 

Young said h e c rea ted the tape to 
draw attention to what h e calls the 

"painless dea th of KTRU." 
"I've felt kind of bad because we ' re 

just co l lege s t uden t s , " Young said. 
"We don ' t have a n y t h i n g to lose .. . 
and yet we can ' t g e t a n y o n e to act 
just to save o u r own little radio sta-
tion. I th ink t h e p roposa l is t e r r ib le 
b e c a u s e it wil! b e t h e end of K TRU. 
T h e plan is jus t for it to be a pa in less 
dea th of KTRU, and I th ink by le t t ing 
t h e m ge t jus t o n e little foot in t h e 
door , tha t ' s just wha t it is." 

Young said h e h o p e d to g e n e r a t e 
negat ive publicity for t h e Rice ad-

'Neither of the two 

opposite ends of the 

spectrum went away 

completely happy; but 

neither felt like they lost 

everything.' 
— Terry Shepard 

Vice president 
for Public Affairs 

ministrat ion with t h e tape . 
"If they ge t nega t ive p res s , tha t ' s 

not s o m e t h i n g that t hey want , espe-
cially w h e n t hey ' r e t ak ing p o w e r 
f rom the s t u d e n t s and be ing big, 
bad, unethical people ," Young said. 

Young said he received 20e-mai ls 
f rom l i s teners the first day h e played 
the tape, Nov. 13, w h e n h e played 
the tape 10 t imes in half an h o u r . 
Young said he d o e s no t th ink o t h e r 
DJs play the tape r epea ted ly but that 
s o m e play the a n n o u n c e m e n t occa-
sionally. He h a s rece ived about 65 e-
mail m e s s a g e s f r o m listei 'ers w h o 
oppose the b r o a d c a s t of a th le t ics 
even t s on KTRU. 

T w o ou t s ide n e w s p a p e r s h a v e 
written ar t ic les abou t the negot ia-
t ions be tween KTRU and the Athlet-
ics Depa r tmen t . ITie Houston Press 
publ i shed an art icle Oct. 19, and t h e 
Chronicle for Higher Education, a 
national weekly publ ica t ion , pub-
lished a s idebar in its Nov. 24 i ssue 
about t h e conflict. 
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University Librarian Charles 
Henry has been named the vice 
president for Information Tech-
nology and chief information of-
ficer. He has been the interim CIO 
since last May when Tony Gorry 
resigned to become a professor in 
the Jesse H. Jones Graduate 
School of Management. 

"It's a very exciting time to hold 
this position at Rice," Henry said. 
"The university has extraordinary 
aspirations, and fundamental to 
those aspirations are sophisticated 
applications of technology to both 
teaching and research." 

President Malcolm Gillis, in dis-
cussion with Provost Eugene Levy, 
selected Henry for the position. 

"Chuck is without any ques-
tion among the most qualified 
people in the country for this posi-
tion," Levy said. "Chuck is a real 
visionary with the development of 
information technology and its role 
in education and research institu-
tions. ... We have a great deal of 
confidence in his ability and vi-
sion." 

The division of Information 
Technology provides business and 
computing services to students, 
runs Owlnet and the computer 
labs, maintains the campus net-
work and telecommunications ser-
vices, and administers campus 
servers. It also provides user ser-
vices such as computer consult-
ing and short courses, and runs 
the Center for Technology in 
Teaching and Learning. 

A new university librarian will 
be hired, but Henry will still be 
involved at Fondren Library — 
working to develop new informa-
tion technology systems. 

"We're entering ail age where 
libraries are more than mere re-
positories of books," Levy said. 

In addition, Henry said he will 
work with a number of commit-
tees, especially the Committee on 
the Digital Environment, to ana-
lyze information technology at 
Rice and make recommendations 
for future changes. 

"Information technology is a 
universal concern here, so faculty, 
administration, students, people 

. 
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CHRISTINA TRAN/THRESHER 

New Vice President for Information Technology Chuck Henry was 
formerly the university librarian. 

in IT and the library, everyone, 
has to be involved in the conversa-
tion to really contribute most ef-
fectively to the thoughtful evolu-
tion of information technology on 
campus," Henry said. "From those 
conversations all of us will begin 
to develop a sense of priorities of 
where we want to go next." 

Henry said it is important to 
focus on the academic applications 
of technology. "One fundamental 
aspect of what 1 do is that the 
academic mission has to drive the 
development of technology, that 
whatever we do in the way of infor-
mation services and technological 
advancement has to support teach-
ing and research in the most so-
phisticated and effective way we 
can muster," Henry said. 

One of the challenges Henry 
expects to face is getting students 
involved. 

"One problem that tends to be 

associated with this position in any 
university is the need for commu-
nication from students," he said. 
"One of my top priorities certainly 
this coming spring is to put to-
gether a student advisory commit-
tee to begin to establish a better 
understanding of students' needs 
in the way of computers, in the 
way of other technology and in the 
way of information." 

Any student interested in be-
ing part of the student advisory 
committee should send an e-mail 
to Henry at chhenry@rice.edu, he 
said. 

Henry will report to the pro-
vost, instead of to the president, 
although most vice presidents at 
Rice report to the president. "The 
provost is the chief academic of-
ficer and the bulk of what the vice 
president for Information Tech-
nology does is with respect to aca-
demic programs," Levy said. 

Students unharmed during robbery 
ROBBERY, from Page 1 
he wasn't anyone I recognized and 
that he had a gun in his hand, so that 
sort of tipped me off that this was not 
a friendly visit." 

1Tie attacker immediately told 
Lawler to turn away from him and be 
quiet. 

He took Lawler to her bedroom 
with the gun at her back, told her to 
lie face-down and tied her hands and 
feet behind her with her shoelaces. 
He asked her for money and her 
ATM card, but she said she only had 
a few dollars in her wallet and little in 
her bank account. 

"He told me that he needed 
money for his mom who had cancer, 
and he needed to buy her medica-
tion," Lawler said. "He was actually 
kind of nice to me. ... He said he 
knew that I was scared and not to 
worry because I was cooperating." 

T h e assai lant asked Lawler 
where the other residents were. He 
then went into Fry's room, woke 
her, tied her hands and feet behind 
her, and asked her where her wal-
let was. 

He said he was going to take 
lawler to an ATM to take money out 
o f t h e i r accounts. Fry said her wallet 
was in the front room, but she had 
no money in her bank account. Fry 
was able free her hands and turn 
over, so when the attacker came 
back, she got a good look at him. 

The robber then went into the 
front room, where Maloney was 

sleeping. He woke Maloney up, 
bound him and asked for his money. 
"1 told him, 'We're students, we don't 
have any money.' And he dug 
through my pants pocket and got 
maybe 20 bucks," Maloney said. 

When the attacker left the room, 
Maloney freed himself and ran out 
the front door. The attacker chased 
him, but when he reached the cor-
ner of Morningside Drive and Rice 
Boulevard, the suspect was gone. 
Maloney ran to the Eckerd Drugs 
at 6011 Kirby Dr., which was open, 
and called the police. HPD police 
arrived and drove him back to the 
house. 

A couple of minu tes a f te r 
Maloney and the attacker left, Fry 
untied herself and then untied 
lawler. "We had no idea where Joe 
was at this point — we thought 
maybe [the assailant] had taken 
[him] to an ATM machine or some-
thing," I>awler said. 

I>awler and Fry attempted to call 
the police but, as they later discov-
ered, the attacker had cut the phone 
lines outside the house before en-
ter ing. They called 911 using 
I^wler's cellular phone, and the H PD 
officers soon arrived. 

Four Rice students living in a 
house at 2014 McClendon St., near 
campus' south side, were robbed in 
their home in a similar fashion last 
spring. HPD Detective D.B. Cherry, 
who is investigating Tuesday's rob-
bery, said he didn't think Rice stu-

Jones student dies in accident 
HEARON, from Page 1 
remember how he spent a lot of time 
during his early years on 
rollerblades.... He would go to class 
(on them] — he basically lived on 
rollerblades. 

"He was involved a great deal in 
college activities, from the standpoint 
of those that really had a lot to do with 
spirit. He was always one to go and 
quickly dye his hair green or purple 
or other Jones colors to show his 
spirit for the college," Barrera said. 

Perkins said Hearon was always 
full of energy. "When he would get 
an idea in his head that he wanted to 
do something, no matter how crazy 
it was, he would devote so much 
energy to trying to make that vision 
come true," Perkins said. 

Perkins and Stogner talked about 
the time Hearon decided he wanted 
to launch model rockets. Stogner 
said he even bought an engine for a 
rocket that he couldn't launch be-
cause he couldn't get permission 
from the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. One of the rockets Hearon 
did launch flew over across campus 
and into the Stadium I>ot. 

Students have discussed a creat-
ing tribute in Hearon's memory, 
Barrera and Pinto said. Donations 
have already been sent to the col-
lege coordinator's office. Ideas in-
clude a plaque to be placed in an 
area of Jones Hearon frequented, a 
computer for the college or an en-
dowed scholarship. Barrera also said 
that Trilogy has expressed interest 
in doing something in Hearon's 
memory for the university. 

Barrera met with Hearon's par-
ents and said that although they were 
concerned about Hearon's friends, 
they felt a lot better knowing what 
the community was doing to help 
the students. 

Perkins has also created a Web 
site dedicated to Hearon's memory 
at http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/ 
~mperkins/memoriam.html. 

Hearon is survived by his par-
ents, Brian and Ardyth Hearon, and 
a younger brother, Phillip Hearon. 
A memorial service will be held Sun-
day at 2 p.m. in the Rice Chapel. The 
Hearon family has asked that me-
morial donations be sent to Jones 
College. 

dents were specifically targeted for 
these attacks but that the area near 
campus is a target. 

Music graduate student Tom 
Hooten, who lived at the McClendon 
house, said a man with a gun woke 
him up May 11, asking for money 
and ATM cards. Hooten's descrip-
tion of his attacker roughly matches 
Fry's. 

Hooten was eventually driven by 
the attacker to an ATM and forced to 
withdraw money from his bank ac-
count. Then the attacker instructed 
Hooten to drop him off on the side of 
the highway. 

As in Tuesday's robbery, the as-
sailant in May was gentle to the vic-
tims. "After the first 20 or 30 min-
utes, we all realized he's not going to 
kill us," Hooten said. "He was say-
ing, 'I don't want to hurt anybody.'" 
I"he attacker also told Hooten he 
needed money for medication for 
his sick mother. 

HPD is looking into the connec-
tions between the McClendon and 
Chaucer robberies, as well as con-
nections to other cases in the area, 
Cherry said. 

Cherry said students not locking 
their doors leaves them vulnerable 
to this type of crime. 

"If there's a target, the target 
would be young people who leave 
their doors open all night long," he 
said. "The person that did this is 
aware that they would leave their 
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We would like to thank-
the following faculty and staff for their gifts and pledges to Rice through the Faculty and Staff Annual 

Fjand Campaign. 

As of November 20th 430 faculty and staff members have made pledges and gifts to the university, giving us a total participation rate of 17 
percent. Support from the Rice community is very important, especially during the "Rice: The Next Century Campaign." To highlight the 
signi icance of participation in the Faculty and Staff Annual Fund Campaign, the Rice Board of Trustees has issued a special "Rice: The Next 
Century Campaign challenge. The employees choose the area of the university that they wish to support and the Board will match the gift 
1.1 up to $5,000 per employee. The gift can do double the work in the area of preference and each individual's participation can assist the 
university in securing corporation and foundation gifts. 

We sincerely thank all of those who have participated in the campaign so far this year. 

Mark Ditman Allen Matusow Russell Price 

Director Professor of History Mainenance Manager 
ept. of Food and Housing Dept. of Facilities and Engineering 

K i 

4 Anonymous Donors John Joseph Casbarian Joyce Farwell Laura L. Hsu Allen J. Matusow H. Russell Pitman Joan E. Strassmann 
Christ ine Adams Michael Castilleja Jessica M. Faulkner Feme B. Hyman Kimberly Mauersberg Daniel G. Plate Diane Lynne Summers 
Nicholas George Adams Kathryn W. Cavender Ronnie L. Featherston Harold M. Hyman Bobby May Hally B. W. Poindexter Paul J. Sutera 
William W. Akers Anthony A. Chan Alex J. Ferrance Laura J. Izbinski Guadalupe Rodriguez Mayer S e f f M . Polk Linda Leigh Sylvan 
Juan J. Alejandro Alan J. Chapman Joan Rowe Ferry Thomas 1. Jaber Thomas C. Mays III John J. Posch Richard A. Tapia 
Carol ie Ann Allgood Elizabeth V. Dabney Charles Arthur Allen Few Yolanda Jara Ruth McCotter Edward H. Potter Charles R. Tapley 
Bennett M. Almond, Jr. John B. Cheatham, Jr. Yollande A. Finan Delia Wright Jennings Mary Mclntire Calvin N. Preece Angel S. Thomas 
Sully Alsobrook William Ciminelli Kristin Ruth Flanagan Don H. Johnson Roderick J. Mcintosh Russell Price Debra J. Thomas 
John S. Ambler Marcia J. Citron Sandra Flechsig Eric C. Johnson Gloria D. Mclver David C. Queller Johnnie Thomas IV 
N. Max Amery Reggie Clarkson Raphael N. Fliegel Kathleen Minadeo Johnson Cristy McKinney Carol E. Quillen Ewa M. Thompson 
Dorothy H. Anderson George Cochrum Eleazar J. Flores Juanita Jones Daniel N. McMasters, Jr. Henry H. Rachford. Jr. Kenneth E. Thompson 
Philippa Angel ides Katherine E. Collins Robert S. Flumach Michelle S. Jones Linda M. McNeil Larry RachlefT Cecilia Tobar 
Maria Elsa Arguel lo Dannie Lee Connell Stephen Fox Samuel L. Jones Katherine S. McStay Eugen Radulescu Mary Tobin 
Jean L. Ashmore Elias Contreras Kevin J. Foyle Tiffany Jones-Smith Eileen Meinert Marilyn C. Rambow Anderson Todd 
Cliff Atherton, Jr. Jen Cooper Eusebio Franco, Jr. Ann Jungmeyer John A. Meixner Alfredo Ramirez Douglas P. Tomlinson 
Hans G. Ave Lallemant Keith Daniel Cooper John W. Freeman, Jr. Pat Kambhu Liz Mengel Sundaresh Ramnath Helen Lawrence- Toombs 
Bridgitt Ayers James E. Copeland Bryan M. Galloy Paul C. Katz Rafael M. Menda-J imenez Gloria Ramos Linda M a n e Torczon 
Elizabeth A. Baber Nelson R. Correa Lisa A. Galloy Kerry A. Keck Nicolo Messana R. John Rath Sandra Luz Torres 
Walter B. Bailey Debra Gail Cosby Rosa A. Garay Darra Keeton Angelo Miele Shirley Revis Redwine Thomas Trevino, Jr. 
Adria L. Baker Edward L. Cox Grace Gardner Werner H. Kelber Betsy Miller Joan G. Reid Wilfred C. Uecker 
Lovett Baker Paula N. Cox Arazely Garza Joe Kelly Leslie M. Miller Patricia H. Reiff Leona M. Urbish 
Cleo B. Barkley Ronnie Lynn Cox Susanne F. Gauthier Ken Kennedy, Jr. David Minter Sally K. Reynolds Eg\a G. VaU\ena 
Russell C. Barnes Ann M. Crain Elizabeth Gbordzoe Barbara G. Kile Ebertina B. Miranda Carl A. Riedel Moshe Y. Vardi 
Heather Barr Lynda L. Crist Jennifer M. George Cecelia King Maria J. Modelska Leonel V. Rivera A. S. Veletsos 
R. Randy Batsell Steven G. Crowell Farrell E. Gerbode Bailey Hall Kinney Steve Moniaci Maria E. Rivera Dora Vides 
Gloria N. Bean Kathy Crowhurst Susan Gibson James L. Kinsey Maria Montana Marc A. Robert V. Richard Viebig. Jr. 
Charlotte E. Beaudet Robert F. Curl Jack M. Gill David E. Kirk Luis A. Morales Alberto 1. Roca Veronica Villalobos 
Herbert W. K. Beckmann Dean W. Currie S. Malcolm Gillis Nanda Duhe Kirkpatrick Michael J. Morgan J. Frank Rodriguez Charles E Walker 
Veronica V. Bernal Gilbert Morris Cuthbertson Kenneth Goldsmith Alemka Kisic Lois Morris Rodngo Rodriguez James B. Walker 
Neill Binford Joel H. Cyprus Diana Lee Gomez Riki Kobayashi David J. Mosquinski Sanjuana A. Rosales G. King Walters 
Norma Bishop Graciela Susana Daichman John G. Gomez Elva Favela Koerber Debra L. Mulcahv Nancy E. Rowe C. Herb Ward 
Mary D. Bixby Michele J. Daley William E. Gordon Allene Korinek Theresa Munisteri Pat Roycroft Richard Hood Ward III 
Robert E. Bixby F. Chandler Davidson Terrence K. Goree Mark A. Kulstad William B. Murray Karen Rubinsky Tammi Warford 
Hugh C. Black Bobby Ray Davis, Jr. Tony Gorry David Lanman Thelma Joyce Myles Frederick B. Rudolph Michael F. Webster 
Shirley Bland Eva De La Rosa Arthur M. Gorski Rose Laskoskie-Tausz H. Albert Napier, Jr. Elidia Salazar David E. Welsh 
Ernest Bolado Nathaniel Dean Arthur W. Gottschalk William H. Lassiter Claire Dwyer Nelson Hugh W. Sanborn Jennifer Lucille West 
John B. Boles Catherine Del Paggio Jerry Don Green Francisco Layton, Jr. Charles J. Newell Paula Sanders Shirley Hornsby Wetzel 
Celeste Boudreaux Meg DePnes t Ann Patton Greene Mae Leamons Thanh Cao Nguyen Ronald L. Sass Gilbert R. Whitaker. Jr. 
Elda F. Brewer Clarence H. Dettling Alan Grob William Prescott Leeman Maria D. Nino Mark Stacy Scheid Barbara A. White 
Dagobert Llanos Brito Gay Dewald Ira D. Gruber Johnna Leider Evelyn Thomas Nolen Anne Schnoebelen Carolynne White 
Franz R. Brotzen Bala G. Dharan Flor E. Gutierrez Leslie Rohrer Susan L. Norman David W. Scott Jacquelyn White 
Katherine Brown James Disch Michael P. Hammond Nancy L. Letness Elizabeth S. Nunez Laurent R. Scruggs Joan C. Whitney 
Richard S. Brown Mary S. Dix Richard J. Hanson Edward S. Lewis Kathryn T. O'Brien Miguel Angel Serrato Peggy Annette Whitson 
Julie M. Browning Edward P. Djerejian Jennifer Wik Harding Susan A. Lieberman Atieno E. S. Odhiambo Amanda Shagrin Marilyn L. Wilbert 
Logan D. Browning, Jr. Terrence A. Doody Neil Havens Stephen M. Linscott John S. Olson Terry Shepard Paul Richard Wiley 
Joy N. Bryant Jeffrey James Dravis Martha Ellen Hawthorne Elba Lopez Daniel N. Osherson George Sher J. C. Wilhoit, Jr. 
Daniel Burcio Katherine Fischer Drew Rebecca W. Hayes Geneva Lopez Barbara Ostdiek Kristi Gail Sherwood Charles Williams 

Patricia J. Burgess Linda Lorane Driskill Mikki Hebl Rita B. Loucks Don Ostdiek Barbara Anne ShretTler Edward E. Wil l iams 

Constance J. Burke Jennifer C. Dudley Matthias Heinkenschloss Amanda S. Lytz Carroll Lee Oubre James R. Sims Barbara Willis 

Sandra L. Burton Colleen Dutton Jesse David Heliums Carl M. MacDowell Joyce Lynn Palumbo J. Bartlett Sinclair Joseph B. Wilson 

Ellen Ann Butler Patrick J. Dwyer Roberta Kelley Henderson James Magee Anne Papakonstantinou Bill F. Smith William K. Wilson 

Leone K. Buyse Allen W. Eggert Charlotte Hendrickson John L. Margrave Richard L. Parr. Jr. Richard J. Smith Willis Thomas Wilson, Jr. 

Alexander X. Byrd Elmer Eisner Elizabeth W. Hickman Rita Marsales Robert L. Patten Dale W. Spence Kathleen Winkler 

Anna B. Cafl isch Anthony Elam Marion 0 . Hicks Dianna Marshall John R. Paul Lisa Michelle Spiro Michael Winkler 

Jana L. Callan Norma Elam Tina Hicks Gregory Scott Marshall Maria T. Pauli Robert W. Spiro Ann Wise 

Zenaido Camacho Paul V. Ellison Joe W. Hightower Patricia S. Martin J. Boyd Pearson, Jr. Richard Stearman Scott W. Wise 

William Camfie ld Michael 0 . Emerson George Jiro Hirasaki William C. Martin Roy Perez Suzanne Sutphin Stehr Ann Wright 

Deborah N. Campbel l Inci Ertan Noreen T. Hoard Hermila Martinez Gale A. Peterson Paul M. Stevenson Edith Wyschogrod 

J. Wayne Campbel l Thomas L. Estle Diana Hobby Ipek U. Martinez Paul E. Pfeiffer Charles R. Stewart Michael A. Yeakel 

Sylvestre Cantu Bruce R. Etnyre W. P. Hobby Richard P. Massey Terry R. Phillips Gale Stokes Harvey Yunis 

Umbel ina 0 . Cantu Czolgus Evans Kristen Riegel Hook Bernie Christine Mathes William Bowman Piper Richard J. Stoll George R. Zodrow 

Michael M. Carroll Stella J. Evensen Dina K. Horn 

All pledges and gifts may be sent to the Annual Gifts O f f i c e , MS-81, to the attention of T i f f a n y Smith. Faculty and s t a f f members who contributed between July 1, 2000 and 
November 20, 2000 are listed. Please call T i f f a n y Smith at 713-348-4991 or e-mail the Annual Gifts o f f i c e at giving@rice.edu if you have any questions. 

mailto:giving@rice.edu
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B Y G . B . T R U D E A U 

THEY THINKTHAT TPS UK£ 
THE ACAPEMY AMRPG, 
THAT 0&/N&A NOMINEE AC-
TUALLY MEANS SOMETHING! 

YOUHA^NOIPEA HOW 
GREATrrw/u-uxx ON 
WUR RESUME, OR HOW 
RESPECTFULLY EVERTON#, 
UUU, START TREATING YOU! 

i see. 
so cow 

NOMINATE? 
YOU? 

BUTMOST 
PEOPL£\ 
\PONT\ 
wow\ 
vhatA 
SIR. 

UM...MY 
BOOKIE... 
HOWPYOU 
GUESS? 

MY OWN MOTHER 
COULP NOMINATE 
ME TO BE PRESI-
DENT CF HARVARP-

^ > 

n-zi-

UJHAT YOU HAVE TO PO & 
CONTACT A LOCAL NEWS-
PAPER. AMP TELE THEM 
YOU PONT HAVE EVEN THE 
SLIGHTEST MEREST IN 
THE HARVARP PRESIPENCY. 

SIR, NOW THAT YOU ME 
BEEN NOM/NATEP, THE 
NEXT STEP/S TO CREATE 
SOME BUZZ AROUNP 

YOURNAME 

NO. YOU 
CANT AP-
PEAR TO 
WANT IT. 

I 
PONT? 

WHY AM 

RUNNER 

£ 
I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT BE 
/NTR/GUEP TO KNOW THAT 
TVE SEEN NQM/NATEPFOR 
THE HARVARP PRESIPENCY/ 

YES, THTS/S 
PRE&IPBHT 
KJNG FROM 
WALPEN 

BOSTON 
GLOBE, 
METRO 
DESK. 

THAT'S FT? YOU'VE 
BEEN NOM/NATEP 
FOR THE HARVARP 
PRESIPENCY? 

r 
V 

YOU KNOW.' 

(oB^^ n-24 

ISHOUUP TELE YOU, THOUGH, 
THERE'S BEEN HUNPREPS OF 
NOMINEES SUBMTTTEP — 

BEING NOMINATEP 
FOR PRESIPENTOF 
HARVARP /5NT 
NEWS? LET ME 
SPEAK TO YOUR 

COLONEL 
CRUNCH? 
YOU MEAN, 
CAPTAIN 
CRUNCH7 

COULPBE. 
NOT SURE 
ABOUT H/S 

RANK. 

HE'SA 
CARTOON 
CHAR-
ACTER! 

WHATEVER. 
POWE 

WANTTO EVERYONE FROM PRESIPENT 
CLINTON TO COLONEL CRUNCH. 

V* 
GRAP STUPENT5 FINALLY 
WON THE RIGHT TO UNION-
IZE! WE'VE BEEN EXPLOIT-
SPAS A SOURCE OF CHEAP 

LABOR LONG ENOUGH/ 

WHATSW/TH 
THEPLACARPS, 
3!G RAUL? 

COOL! BUT IF THINGS PONT 
WORKOUTANC? YOU GET 
CANNEP, J MIGHT BE ABIE 
TO HELPW/THA NEW JOB! 

ICOJLP 
BE THE 

NEXT PRESI-
PENT OF 
HARVARP. 

HEY, ME, 
TOO/THAVS 
WHATEM-
BOLPENEP 

US! 

T.A. JOB 
ACT/ON, 

ZIPMAN. HOW SO, 
LTL 
BRO? 

rOU SEE, YOUNG PUPE, 
FOR YEARS, TEACHING 
ASSISTANTS HAVE 
BEEN EXFtOTTEP 
BY THE UNI-

VERSITY... 

RIGHT/ONLY 
A STRIKE 

W/LLAPPRES6 
OURNEEP 
FOR JUSTICE! 

WOUJtWHATA 
CO/NO PENCE! 
IT ALSO AP-
PRESSE&MY 

NOW THAT WE 
CAN UNIONIZE, 
WE/HTENP TO 
CALL A STRIKE. 

HOW CAN I 
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Iwin Elan lis with vertical grips 

Sigma 28-70 mm f/2.8 

Sigma 70-200 mm f/2.8 

Canon 300 mm f/4 with image stabilizer 

Phoenix 28-105 mm f/2.8-3.8 

Canon Speedlite 380EX 

Canon Speedlite 550EX 

Reason # 17 to shoot for 
The Rice Thresher. 

Big toys. 

thresher-photo @rice. edu 

Now hiring. 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

DEC. 8, 2000. 

* T 

picks 

o n g o i n g 

LAWNDALE ART 
CENTER 

f 

At 6 p.m. tonight, the 

Lawndale Art Center opens 

four new exhibits: an 

exhibition of paintings by 

Marco Viliegas; Oops ... / Did 

It Again!, an audio exhibit by 
\ 

John M. Keller; Teeny Weenie, 

curated by Greg Donner; and 

The Secret History of Punk 

Rock: Visual Vitriol, curated 

by David Ensminger and 

Russell Etchen. 

4912 Main St. Admission to the 

opening and the exhibit is free. 

Through Jan. 20. For more info, 

call (713) 528-5858. 

S a t u r d a y 

RICE ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC NIGHT 

Pensive Rice students 

brighten, or darken, the 

Mausoleum with acoustic 

\ performances from 9 p.m. 

» until 2 a.m. Brainfreeze, 

* Clif Confident, Carolyn 

I Shulman, Annie Lin and 
I 
! Jonathan Bourland will 

each play an hour set. 

411 Westheimer. 

' Admission $3. For more 

info, call (713) 526-4648. 

t h u r s d a y 

1 
SKA-PUNK 

CHRISTMAS 

I Midwestern ska-punk 

£ bands Mustard Plug and 

f MU330 bring their 

"Tour for Tots" to 

Fitzgerald's. The bands will 

be accepting donations of 

new toys valued at $5 or 

more on behalf of the Toys 

for Tots program, and 

donors will receive a free 

CD sampler package. Watch 

for MU330 (think Weezer + 

ska) to play songs from their 

/ 1 9 9 9 Christmas album 

Winter Wonderland. 

, 2706 White Oak. Admission 

$10. For more info, 

i HR()KE the m >MO (V ROM 

Shyamalan continues 'Unbreakable' eerie streak 
Mariel Tam 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

M. Night Shyamalan is a master 
at creating dreamworlds not too far 
removed from our own, giving us 
somber glimpses into a world in-
fringed upon by the supernatural. 
Unbreakable, his follow-up to last 
year's critical and box-office success 
The Sixth Sense, has a storyline as 
haunting and thoughtful as its 
p redecesso r ' s . It 's the actual 
storytelling that doesn't always work 
out. 

'unbreakable ' 

Rating: itirir 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

In theaters. 

Bruce Willis plays the film's pro-
tagonist, David Dunn, the sole survi-
vor of a disastrous train wreck out-
side of Philadelphia. David walks 
away without a scratch. But his mi-
raculous survival seems to be more 
of a curse than a blessing: At the 
hospital, he's confronted by hurt, 

It's the actual 
STORYTELLING that 
doesn't always 
work out. 
confused stares from the family and 
friends of those who died, and he 
comes home to a life that hardly 
seems worth returning to. 

For years David has kept his wife 
Audrey (Robin Wright Fenn) and 

FLEAS VS. ANTS 

FRANK MASI/TOUCHSTONE PICTURES 

Elijah Price (Samuel L. Jackson, left) guides David Dunn (Bruce Willis) on a path to understanding his invulnerability 
in the spooky superhero movie Unbreakable. 

his son Joseph (Spencer Treat Clark) 
at a distance. His relationship with 
Audrey has disintegrated so much 
that he hardly seems to regard him-
self as married — we are first intro-
duced to David as he flirts patheti-
cally, almost desperately, with a 
woman on the train. 

Even his work seems unfulfilling. 
David, a former college football 
player, is a security guard at the 
university stadium where he was 
once a star. He wakes up every morn-

ing overcome with the powerful feel-
ing that he doesn't know his place in 
the world. 

After the accident, an obsessed 
stranger approaches David. Elijah 
Price (Samuel L. Jackson), a comic-
book collector, suspects that David 
is endowed with super powers, born 
with a body resistant to destruction 
and illness. 

Elijah is David's physical oppo-
site: He suffers from a birth lefect 
that makes his bones extraordinar-

ily fragile. Spiritually, Elijah is as 
broken a man as David, but finding 
his superhuman opposite gives 
meaning to his life as well as David's, 
when David begins to become a re-
luctant hero. 

Jackson may be decked out in 
cartoonish clothing and a lopsided 
Afro, but he gives his character the 
intelligence and the lurking anger 
needed for us to take Elijah as more 
than just a madman. 

See UNBREAKABLE, Page 19 

'Cardoso Flea Circus' exhibition gets under your skin 
Maria Stalford 
THRESHER STAFF 

'Hie latest circus to come to Hous-
ton doesn't have lions, tigers or bears 
and it doesn't serve popcorn, but it 
does feature trapeze artists, high 
divers, dancers and sword fighters 
less than a millimeter tall. Intrigued? 
Pay a visit to the charming, oddball 
Cardoso Flea Circus at the Contem-
porary Arts Museum to catch a 
glimpse of this dying art. 

'cardoso flea 
circus' 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
Through Jan. 7 

Flea circuses have aroused won-
der since at least 1830, when an 
impresario named Bertoletto began 
staging his in the Cosmorama 
Rooms in Ix>ndon. In Times Square, 
Dr. Leroy Heckler presided over 
the longest-running flea circus in 
history, from 1925 to 1958. Despite 
this history, r ingmaster Maria 
Fernanda Cardoso claims there 
were no veteran flea trainers around 
when she began to learn the tricks 
of the trade. 

A Colombian-born, Yale-educated 
conceptual artist specializing in 
sculpture, installation and perfor-
mance art, Cardoso has been re-
searching and presenting flea cir-
cuses around the world for over five 

years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

Cardoso only stages a 
handful of live perfor-
mances a year , and 
hence no actual live fleas 
appear in the Houston 
exhibition. Instead, the 
exhibition is an homage 
to the Cardoso Flea Cir-
cus, presenting a vari-
ety of materials Cardoso 
has created for her cir-

COURTESY MARIA FERNANDA CARDOSO 

Artist Maria Fernanda Cardoso readies the trapezes and high-dives of her miniature flea circus, which is the subject of 
a current exhibition at the Contemporary Arts Museum. 

cus over the years as well as para-
phernalia associated with fleas and 
flea circuses. 

Though the exhibition also con-
tains newspaper clippings about 
Cardoso, fan mail, photographs and 
sketches of her flea circus and infor-
mational panels on fleas, the most 
interesting components of the exhi-
bition are a specially designed cir-
cus tent and a video showing the 
amazing exploits of Cardoso's di-
minutive troupe of performers. 

In collaboration with the Fabric 
Workshop and Museum in Philadel-
phia, Cardoso crafted an elaborate 
circus tent complete with illustra-
tions of her stars and a tiny perfor-
mance arena outfitted with minus-
cule props such as cannonballs, tra-
pezes and dance floors. 

Hie video captures the action up 
close as the fleas, with affectionate 
nicknames like Brutus, Fearless 
Alfredo, Sir Fleamund Hillary, and 
Samson and Delilah, perform seem-
ingly awesome and courageous feats. 
Fearless Alfredo jumps off a high 
dive into a thimbleful of water, and 
Sir Fleamund Hillary climbs a block 
designated as a miniature Mount 
Everest. Flea ballerinas bumble 
through a rendition of the "Nut-
cracker Suite" and flea acrobats 
swing from trapezes and edge their 
way across tightropes. 

How does she do it? Cardoso in-
spects cat fleas, obtained from a lab, 
to determine their disposition and 
temperament and selects roles that 
suit each flea. Working with 12 star 
performers plus 300 understudies at 

a time, she manipulates the fleas 
with ultra-thin wire leashes and 
coaxes them to perform their roles 
with carbon dioxide, heat and fur, 
which they are attracted to, as well 
as light, which they dislike. Just be-
fore each show, she trains the troupe 
for up to five hours a day. 

Brandishing a wand and flash-
lights and sporting a silver, fur-col-
lared cape and silver halter top, 
Cardoso looms large over the minia-
ture world in the videos and photo-
graphs. She wears a set of visor-like 
binoculars that magnify her shifting 
eyes. 

She resembles a spooky, eccen-
tric, mad-professor type all the more 
when she places the starlets (al-
most all of the flea performers are 

See FLEAS, Page 15) 
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sampler 

l u d a c r i s 

BACK FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 

The underground hardcore At-
lanta scene has always been in the 
shadow of mainstream groups like 
OutKast, Goodie Mob and Jermaine 
Dupri. Ludacris' first major album, 
Back for the First Time, is a break-
through both for this Atlanta scene 
and for Scarface, the new CEO of the 
Def Jam South label that showcases 
Ludacris as its very first artist. 

Back for the First Time sports the 
huge hit "What's Your Fantasy," 
which is undoubtedly one of the big-
gest Southern songs of the year. 
TTie song's fast pace is somewhat 
unusual for Ludacris, but he handles 
it well with a rapid-fire delivery of 
raunchy but funny lyrics. The remix 
features good verses from Trina and 
Foxy Brown, but the beat on it is too 
trill. 

The second single, "Southern 
Hospitality," is plagued by a overly 
simplistic beat and a flow that be-
comes extremely repetitive. How-
ever, the drum-centered beats typi-
cal of the Atlanta sound work well on 
most of the songs, especially "U Got 
A Problem?" and "Hood Stuck." The 
one-dimensional beats may make it 
difficult to listen to the whole album 
though, especially for those who are 
not fans of Atlanta rap. At times, the 
songs even seem to blend together 
because of their similarity. 

Ludacris works especially well 
collaborating with other artists. On 
"Get Off Me" he trades lines with 
bellicose fellow Georgia rapper Pas-
tor Troy. "Stick Em Up" features 
Southern veterans UGK over a beat 
that manages to suit all three rap-
pers well despite their extremely 
different flows. 

Back for the First Time shows 
amazingly little influence from Def 
Jam or Scarface in terms of making 
the album more marketable. The 
album is true to the style Ludacris 
established on his underground de-
but Inconegro, which contained some 
but not all of the same songs. Those 
looking for an album full of songs 
like "What's Your Fantasy" may be 
somewhat disappointed, but the al-
bum is definitely one of the best to 
come out of Atlanta this year. 

— Todd Makse 

w u - t a n g c l a n 

THEW 

In many respects, listening to a 
Wu-Tang Clan album is unlike lis-
tening to the music of any other rap 
artist. The constant martial arts ref-
erences, the hundreds of nicknames, 
and the sheer number of Wu mem-

bers all contribute to their unique 
and unmistakable style. 

The W follows this formula, but 
does so in the aftermath of a two-
year period in which Wu members 
Method Man, Ghostface Killah, 
Raekwon and 01' Dirty Bastard all 
had successful solo albums. As 
would be expected of a reunion of 
this sort, the album is erratic. 

One obvious distinction between 
this album and previous Wu-Tang 
records is the large number of guest 
appearances. These tracks, includ-
ing "Monument" with Busta Rhymes 
and "Conditioner" with Snoop Dogg, 
are some of the weaker songs on the 
album. "Redbull," featuring Method 
Man's sometime partner Redman, 
shows some of the duo's trademark 
humor, but the beat is horrible. 

Interestingly, the best collabora-
tion on the album is with soul legend 
Isaac Hayes on "I Can't Go to Sleep." 
The song, which features verses 
delivered in a pleading moan, is one 
of the most creative Wu-Tang songs. 

But the best songs on the album 
have the traditional Wu-Tang sound, 
with five or more members deliver-
ing short and hard-hitting verses. 
"Gravel Pit" features well-delivered 
verses by Method Man and U-God 
over a mysterious but effective beat. 
"The Jump Off," on the other hand, 
features a pseudo-old-school beat 
and enjoyable verses from all of the 
original members of the Clan. 

The W has a few too many prob-
lems to be considered in the same 
league as the classic Enter the 36 
Chambers. However, touches of bril-
liance and attempts at true innova-
tion make the album a good value 
and demonstrate clearly that the Wu-
Tang Clan can still work well to-
gether. 

— Todd Makse 

b e t t e m i d l e r 

BETTE 

Having made an American pop 
icon of herself, the Divine Miss M 
has finally released a self-titled al-
bum, and through all of its 11 tracks, 
Bette Midler's Bette sparkles. 

The album opens with the softly 
sung "That's How Hcartaches Are 
Made" before slipping into the 
sassier "In These Shoes." The song, 
carried by a tru mpet chorus and 1 >atin 
drum beats, includes a Spanish cho-
rus. 

On the third track, Midler sings 
an Elvis Costello/Burt Bacharach 
col labora t ion , "God Give Me 
Strength," on which she reveals her 
lounge-singer roots, belting out "I 
want him/1 want him to hurt" and 
then rasping sensuously over the 
next few lines as she builds into the 
finale. The song fades out with a 
subtle instrumental with light vocal 
accents. 

: >•' t 

series, "Bette," and the only song on 
which Midler has a writing credit) 
would be too over-the-top sweet, but 
when the song is actually pulled to-
gether, the effect is positively infec-
tious. 

For the most part, "Color of 
Roses," the eighth track on the al-
bum,, glides by on piano, and the 
overall effect is hauntingly beautiful 
as the song occasionally swells into 
full instrumentation. The soothing 
song provides a contrast to the sub-
stantially faster next track, "Bless 
You Child," which relies heavily on 
dance beats. "When Life Was Low" 
and "Shining Star" adequately and 
calmly wrap up the album. 

Although it doesn't present any-
thing highly thought-provoking or 
shockingly original, Bette is an al-
bum full of gems, genuinely enter-
taining with excellent instrumenta-
tion and s t rong vocals. While 
Midler's choice of songs and cover 
photo may make her appear mel-
lowed, the album still contains strong 
wit and showcases her genuine star 
quality. 

— Carly Kocurek 

l i s e l i d d e l l 

WHITE HEART 

From its opening chords, Lise 
Liddell's first album White Heart fails 
to create a cohesive body of work. 
While Liddell 's Web si te 
(www.wheeloffire.com) lists an im-
pressive roster of musicalinfluences, 
such as Elton John, Willie Nelson, 
Linda Ronstadt and Janis Joplin, the 

album lacks the type of signature 
sound that served to make those 
performers famous. 

Liddell does have a beautiful 
voice, which comes through with 
particular strength on the title track, 
but the veteran performer and na-
tive Houstonian will have to evolve 
before transferring effectively to re-
cording. 

The first track "No Thank You, 
Baby" features a vocal that seems a 
cross between the Bangles and Su-
san Tedeschi. 

Second on the album, "What If," 
showcases Liddell's voice and wisely 
sticks to relatively simple instrumen-
tation. 

While "White Heart" allows 
Liddell to demonstrate the beauty 
and range of her voice, it drags al-
most unbearably. The lyrics do add 
an interesting dimension to the song, 
with lines like "I pace the floor, I am 
woman/I have a hard time with my 
flesh." 

On "Born Again" the juxtaposi-
tion of styles destroys the song. 

The synthesized rhy thms could 
have been lifted from a mid-'90s 
pop album and feel awkwardly out 
of place with l iddell 's blues-style 
vocals and gospel-inspired backup 
chorus. 

liddell manages "Lucky Star" de-
cent ly b e f o r e speed ing up for 
"Rumble" and "One Night Stand," 
both laced with strongly sexual lyr-
ics. The two songs are the most 
stylistically consistent on the album 
without sounding identical. 

Growling and rock-fueled, the 
rendition of "I Need Love" also 
proves listenable. "Divinity" sounds 
like schlock adult contemporary, and 
"Sole Silhouette" fares little better. 
Lyrically interesting, "Take Me Like 
a Man" provides decent musical en-
ergy. 

With "Wait," the pace again slows 
to a crawl, but with a pleasing effect. 

"Anybody's Heartache" is unin-
teresting, but is followed by a sweetly 
musical cover of "Bird on a Wire," 
most accurately compared to a 
lullaby. A rich vocal floating over 
piano accompaniment, "If I Love 
Again" is an amazing end. 

Although Liddell's album is in-
consistent overall, the high points 
make the album worthy of interest. 
However, the lack of consistency 
also means that listeners will have to 
either sit through or skip some songs 
that can be described as mediocre at 
best. In spite of White Heart's short-
comings, Liddell's strong perfor-
mance backgrou nd indicates that the 
performer has definite potential, and 
as she gains experience with record-
ing her work can only improve. 

— Carly Kocurek 

i . * '' 
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'Why aren't you here? It's almost 4 a.m.' 
ABI COHEN/THRESHER 

Old 97's Rhett Miller (left) and Murry Hammond go acoustic at Fitzgerald's at a May 1999 show. The Dallas-
based country-pop-punk group returns to the venue tonight with their frenetic live show that's been attracting a 
steadily increasing crowd ranging from indie kids to yuppie scenesters. The Deathray Davies, opening for 
tonight's show, are also from Dallas and peddle tunes just as hummable as the 97's, but their smart pop 
hearkens back to the British Invasion sound. Also, their maracas/tambourine guy likes to beat up the 
keyboardist onstage. Tickets are $12. Fitzgerald's is located at 2706 White Oak at Studemont. 

A faithful rendition of "Just My 
Imagination," the fourth track, al-
though pleasant, fails to stand out. 
Just as the album threatens to fade 
into innocuous background music, 
Midler shines through with the 
breathy "LoveTKO" followed by the 
quirky "Moses." For the sixth track, 
Midler picks up a slight twang in her 
vocals. The lyrics on this track — 
"Everybody got somebody with their 
wine and their beer/So I'm just this 
tragic figure in the corner over here / 
Who'll sleep it off till mornin'"—add 
some genuinely entertaining comic 
fodder to the album. 

If judged exclusively by its lyrics, 
"Nobody Else But You" (the theme 
song for the performer's television 

I w w w C A F E - E X P R E S S C O M " ! I * * 

lteiied Lhruiig 
Cafe Express is great food and stylish 

surroundings - with no waiters, 
no tipping and no hassle. And abundant 

patio seating for al fresco dining on those clear sunny 

days. Grab a table on the patio, order a chardonnay 

and some pasta and think: "Life is good." 

^ e r c o f ^ 
Zagat Survey 

food eateri®* ReJ9 
A BETTER W A Y T O EAT 

UPTOWN PARK KIRBY RIVIR OAKS MUSiUM Of FINI ARTS MIYIRLAND TOWN A COUNTRY MOMENTUM WOODWAY 

Schillcr DelGr;intlc # R E s T A t RANT <. n o t l» 

http://www.wheeloffire.com
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COURTESY WINSTAR CINEMA 

Lord ( lidetora (Tatsuya Nakadai) endures a family split by pride, a vengeful daughter-in-law, burning castles and 
rivers of fake blood in Ran, Akira Kurosawa's epic adaptation of King Lear. 

Kurosawa's 'Ran' bleeds with color; drama 
Robert Reichle 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Two years ago, a br i l l iant f i lm 
career c a m e to a c lose when 
l e g e n d a r y J a p a n e s e d i r e c t o r 
Akira Kurosawa d ied at age 8 8 . 
The man beh ind Seven Samurai 
and Rashomon rose to interna-
t ional f ame wi th his early urban 
d r a m a s a n d t a l e s o f wa r r i ng 
lord less samura i , but s o m e of his 
later work never broke through in 
the West (or was never re leased 
at all). 

ran 

Rating: 
(out of five) 

Today through 
Thursday at the Landmark 

River Oaks Theater. 

In 1 9 8 5 , Kurosawa made Ran, 
his last epic samura i f i lm, and 
now in honor of the f i lm 's 15 th 
anniversary (and perhaps in an 
ef for t to pay t r ibute to the late 
director), the movie is being re-
re leased wi th new subt i t les. A 
retel l ing of King Lear t ranspor ted 
to 16th-century feudal Japan, Ran 
is an intensely colorful master-
piece tha t deserves to be seen 
on the big screen. 

Lo rd H i d e t o r a ( T a t s u y a 
Nakadai), Ran's King Lear, has 
spent mos t of his 70 years fight-
ing other war lords and carving 
out his terr i tory wi th the bloody 
spear of war. While hunt ing boar 
on a moun ta in range over looking 
his ent i re doma in , Hidetora de-
c ides to abd ica te and spl i t up his 

k ingdom among his three sons. 
Taro (Akira Terao), his e ldest , will 
r u l e , a n d s e c o n d - b o r n J i ro 
( J i n p a c h i Nezu) a n d S a b u r o 
(Daisuke Ryu), his youngest , will 
have some autonomy but mus t 
report to their older brother. 

This we l l - in ten t ioned act is 
the root of the turmoi l tha t gives 
Ran i t s n a m e , wh .ch m e a n s 
"chaos" in Japanese. Hidetora 
d isowns one son and the others 
plot back and for th in a never-
ending struggle for power. Mean-
whi le, Taro 's wi fe Lady Kaede 
(Mieko Harada) weaves her own 
web of revenge that slowly c loses 
in on Hidetora, his retainer Tango 
(Masayuki Yui) and jes ter Kyoami 
(played by a t ransvest i te cred-
i ted as Peter). The audience can 
never t e l l wha t is wo rse for 
Hidetora — the vio lence going 
on around him or his slow psy-
chological descent into madness . 

As one would expect, these 
b a c k - s t a b b i n g s and mach ina-
t ions result in b loodshed, and 
lots of it. If you've ever wanted to 
see Saving Private Ryan acted 
out with armies of samurai in-
stead of World War II soldiers, 
th is is your chance. The bat t les 
are realist ic and on a giant scale, 
f i lmed in such a way tha t a thou-
sand or so extras look like half of 
Japan f ight ing it out at once. 

Kurosawa worked exclusively 
in black and white unti l late in his 
career, and Ran shows that de-
spite a lack of experience with 
color, he was able to produce a 
visually bri l l iant f i lm. The lush 
green hi l ls, the blood-red sun-
sets and the sinister green skies 
impress at every turn. The war-

r ingarmies ' bright color-coded uni-
forms make the chaot ic bat t les 
easier to fol low. It fee ls like the 
movie was painted, not f i lmed. 

The one flaw with Ran's vi-
brant color is the blood. Kurosawa 
sough t r e a l i s m in the b a t t l e 
scenes by l iberal ly us ing cas-
cades of runny, fake blood. Un-
fortunately. the blood looks ex-
actly l ike red paint (which, of 
course, it is). This is especial ly 
d is t ract ing when it spur ts mul-
t ip le t imes out of the jugular 
veins of dying characters — I 
f o u n d m y s e l f u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y 
laughing more than once. 

In c o m p a r i s o n w i t h Kuro-
sawa's earl ier movies, Ran is 
very sti l l and understated. There 
are lots of slow, wide shots and 
not nearly as many frenetic close-
ups as in, say, Seven Samurai. 
This gives ample opportuni ty for 
the audience to soak up the color 
on the screen, but it s lows down 
the pacing dramat ical ly. 

And tha t ' s the biggest prob-
lem with the movie — i t 's very 
slow and del iberate. I felt like I 
was watching Shakespeare. Of 
course, it is in fact a Shakespeare 
a d a p t a t i o n , bu t t h a t d o e s n ' t 
mean it should feel as stuf fy as 
one. If you f ind Shakespeare hard 
to sit through, this movie won ' t 
be any di f ferent. 

The re-release of Ran is the 
perfect opportunity for those un-
famil iar with Kurosawa's work to 
see what he 's all about . I t 's not 
his best , but i t 's certainly the 
grandest in scale and the most 
beauti ful . Ran runs today through 
Thursday at the Landmark River 
Oaks Theater. 

IT MAI >F WORK LOOK I Iht If It I M l ' 

'Requiem for a Dream' 
a magnificent nightmare 
Dalton Tomlin 
THRESHER STAFF 

There are movies about drug 
addicts that end with the likable Scot-
tish protagonist walking forward, 
getting off drugs and moving for-
ward with his life. 

Requiem for a Dream is not one of 
those movies. 

'requiem for 
a dream' 

Rating: -kit it it 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

In theaters. 

This is a story about four people 
whose lives turn into their own pri-
vate versions of hell as a result of 
using drugs. All of their dreams and 
ambitions are shot and can't possi-
bly be achieved after what happens 
to them. 

So what's the point in seeing it? 
For anyone who is, or might become, 
an addict, Requiem is a hell of a deter-
rent; it unreservedly points out how 
such a choice can ruin your life and 
the lives of those close to you. 

Furthermore, it's one of the most 
intricately made films in recent 
memory. Director 1 )arren Aronofsky 
(Pi), who adapted the screenplay 
with Hubert Selby Jr., the author of 
the original book, must have had 
every frame in mind going into shoot-
ing, and it shows. Aronofsky follows 
the music video trend of short cuts 
and rapid editing. Detractors of this 
practice will hardly have reason to 
complain because it so aptly enacts 
the erratic lifestyles of addicts. 

Ellen Burstyn (best known for 
her work in the '70s in The Exorcist 
and Alice Doesn 'tLive Here Anymore) 
stars as Sara Goldfarb, a retired 
widow in Brooklyn who doesn't do 
much except watch TV, gossip with 
her widow neighbors and eat. 

When she gets a call to appear on 
her favorite game show, she forces 
herself to lose weight to fit into a 
dress, first by a strict and unfulfilling 
diet, then by an arsenal of diet pills. 
She's losing weight for sure. She is 
also hallucinating and virtually turn-
ing into a skeleton. What ends up 
happening to her is almost unimag-
inable torture. 

Make-up certainly played a part 
in Burstyn's nightmarish look, but 
she also had to go through some 
major physical changes herself, and 
that kind of dedication is commend-
able. So far this year, Burstyn and 
Bjork (in Dancer in the Dark) have 
turned in the best performances not 
just for women but for all actors. 

Sara's son Harry (an emaciated 
Jared Ix'to) is a heroin addict and 

low-level dealer who tries frantically 
to sell enough to set up a legitimate 
business for himself and his friends. 
Like his mother, his dreams are de-
stroyed as a result of his habit. His 
downfall is particularly sickening — 
the beating 1-eto got in Fight Club 
doesn't compare to what happens to 
him here. His friend Tyrone (Marlon 
Wayans) goes along with him but 
suffers a different fate. 

Finally, there's Harry's girlfriend 
Marion (Jennifer Connelly), who 
isn't as much of a user as Harry and 
Tyrone, but she still depends on 
them for money. Her need to get 
enough money to start a clothing 
store drives her to circumstances 
that would have been unthinkable at 
the beginning. 

As one would expect after Pi, the 
cinematography and editing are out-
standing (just imagine how much 
more impressive Pi could have been 
with a budget). Aronofsky does use 
some of the same tricks though; sev-
eral shots are obtained by attaching 
a camera to an actor and shooting 
his upper body with a choppy feel, 
and a few shots of popping pills are 
sped up to only a couple of seconds. 

But he also goes much farther. 
When a character shoots up, you 
see brief shots of a spoon, a needle, 
a dilated eye — about 10 different 
shots in all of three seconds. The 
most impressive few seconds of the 
film are a relatively slow horizontal 
tracking shot of Sara running all over 
her apartment cleaning. Aronofsky's 
dedication to coming up with inno-
vative and meaningful shots is un-
questionable. 

For anyone who 
is, or might 
become, an 
ADDICT, Requiem 
is a hell of a 
DETERRENT. 

Plenty of thought also went into 
the setting. The parts of Brooklyn 
that are used (especially Coney Is-
land and Brighton Beach) provide 
an unreal, innocent setting. But as 
the film goes on, it becomes harder 
and harder to tell where the action is 
taking place as the focus on the char-
acters become claustrophobic. 

In the end, Requiem for a Dream 
is quite sickening. Aronofsky drove 
himself to burn horrible images in 
the audience's minds, and it's hard 
not to tfet his point. The last 15 min-
utes of the film are a whirlwind of 
montages showing the characters' 
declines, and it's just as hard to watch 
as it is to look away. 
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Do you dislike the hassle of dealing with a car salesman? 

Do you always wonder if you got the best deal? 

WONDER NO MORE 

6asyCarBuu.com 
We will find your vehicle at a great price! 

We do all the legwork 

Visit our website at www.EasyCarBuv.com 

for more information or call us at 

(281) 373-4172. 

starting soon! 

GRE classes 
starling: 

Dec. 4, 2000 
Jan 23,2000 

MCAT classes starting: 
December 6, 2000 
January 6, 2000 

January 18, 2000 

LSAT classes starting: 
December 4, 2000 

January 9, 2000 

Call now to reserve your space! 

1 -800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com 

GMAT classes g 

starting: i 
s 

Dec 6, 2000 i 
Jan 22. 2000 : 
Jan 27, 2000 

1 1 

JOIN OUR 
AWARD WINNING 
CATERING TEAM! 

Part-time positions for 
energetic, cheerful individuals. 

Dependability a MUST. We 
offer flexible schedules and 

great pay ($10+/hr starting). 
We will train. 

GREAT FOR STUDENTS! 

713.523. f467 

A 

http://www.EasyCarBuv.com
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Chai, coffee, tea and verses 
Coffeehouse hosts first Rice Poetry Slam 

m f 

The Rice Coffeehouse hosted the 
first ever Rice Poetry Slam Nov. 16 
in the red and blue dining rooms 
adjacent to Sammy's. 

Students, members of the Hous-
ton community and courageous au-
dience members participated in the 
contest. The combatants performed 
original works of poetry in front of a 
full house, and a panel of student 
judges assigned them ratings. 

Through a series of elimination 
rounds, contestants were eliminated 
until Hanszen College senior Jen 
Hitt was the last one standing. 

Snaps echoed throughout the 
candle-lit rooms in praise of the 
performers. 

Left: Jen Hitt, the champion of the 
slam, performs at the mike. 

Right: Sid sophomore L Almagor 
presents an improvisational piece. 

Below: A large audience spills out of 
the red and blue private dining 
rooms. 

"' rip*' 
tX-. . 
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN BARTEL 

Shyamalan is 
'Unbreakable' 

UNBREAKABLE, from Page 16 
Shyamalan's story is as clever as 

it was in The Sixth Sense, but Un-
breakable left me feeling only sad 
and hollow rather than filled with 
hope as the director seems to have 
intended. Just as the camera is kept 
at a distance from the characters — 
Shyamalan frames David in the crack 
between two chairs, in the back-
ground between bodies—the direc-
tor keeps his characters at a dis-
tance from the audience. 

Willis, who has shown that he 
can be taken as a serious actor, can 
express much with his mournful look 
and whispered deliver)'. But there's 
only so much you can do with a 
permanent frown. He seems to be 
reprising his role from The Sixth 
Sense, only this time in a sadder, 
blue-collar version. It's hard for the 
viewer to identify with David, whose 
prevailing trait is a sorrow that is 
never effectively lifted. We do see 
David start to find his place in the 
world, but his vigilante justice seems 
more disturbing than his sad, anony-
mous life. 

There's only so 
much you can do 
w i t h a PERMANENT 
frown. 

Shyamalan seems to take the 
film's sadness too seriously, so ab-
sorbed is the movie in somber grays, 
shadows and never-ending rain. He 
gives too much melodrama to the 
simple and mundane, as when David 
is in danger of dying in a very pedes-
trian way. Though perhaps appro-
priate for a film in which super pow-
ers infringe on the real world, this 
method sometimes edges into heavy-
handedness. 

Unbreakable is a movie for the 
comic book fan, more Chasing Amy 
than X-Men. It's not for viewers who 
expect to be entertained, but for 
people willing to think. Much was 
made of the plot twist at the end of 
The Sixth Sense; Unbreakable'* twist 
comes far too abruptly, but it's a 
soberingend to a beautiful, if flawed, 
film. Hopefully if there 's a sequel, 
we'll see a more fully fleshed-out 
David Dunn. Unbreakable is at least 
a good, if slow, start. 

Daredevil fleas defy death 
FLEAS, from Page 16 
female) on her forearm to feast on 
her own blood as a reward for their 
efforts. 

Artists have long been fascinated 
with the emotional, fantastical ap-
peal of circuses. Indeed, several as-
pects of Cardoso's artistic resurrec-
tion of the flea circus phenomenon 
par t i cu la r ly evoke Alexander 
Calder's miniature circus perfor-
mances in Paris in the late 1920s. 

Flea BALLERINAS 
bumble through a 
rendition of the 
"Nutcracker 
Suite" and flea 
ACROBATS swing 
from trapezes. 

Cardoso and Calder resemble be-
neficent, whimsical gods as they 
preside over their microscopic cre-
ations. Moreover, by gathering to-
gether an audience to watch such a 
miniature-sized event, both artists 
peddle the absurd while urging a 
thoughtful engagement with the cir-
cus form. 

'ITiough the exhibition provides 
a sense of how fun and mysterious a 

. .v -v: 

The 
Princeton 
Review s 

The best MCATprep in the nation. 

Period. 

COURTESY MARIA FERNANDA CARDOSO 

A tightrope-walking flea basks in the limelight as part of the video portion of 
the Cardoso Flea Circus exhibition. 

real flea circus might be, it is a shame 
no live performances will take place 
in Houston. 

Hie array of related materials and 
paraphernalia are curious and en-
joyable, but are no substitute for the 
wonder and spectacle of the live per-
formance itself. This is especially 
frustrating because the exhibition 
does not present nearly as much 
information as it could on the fasci-

nating process of training fleas to 
perform. 

The Cardoso Flea Circus exhibi-
tion may not be "the greatest show 
on earth" or even one of the more 
exciting temporary exhibitions in 
Houston at the moment, but it prob-
ably is a unique, once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to gain firsthand famil-
iarity with this strangely bewitching 
art form. 

MCAT 
LAST CHANCE TO 

SAVE MONEY... 
...on classes for the April 200 J MCAT. 

Enroll by Dec. 1 and get a $100 discount. 
Call today! 

800.2Review | www. PrincetonReview. com 
Live Instruction | Books | Software j Online Courses 

The Princeton Review is nol affiliated wtth Princeton UnlvenlWcr MMO 
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SOCIAL ysi* 
camera by miriam barry Will Rice Rave 

\ * 

Will Rice College held its second annual rave 
party on Nov. 17. Though it didn't last hours 
on end, lots of raver-kid look-alikes showed 
up to dance, glowsticks in hand, to a spec-
tacular lighting show and some equally stun-
ning dance music. All in all, this party only 
gets better with age. 

\ 
Above: Will Rice sophomores Dave Stablin, Ali Traska and Amanda Hines 
Left: Will Rice freshman Chih-Ming Cheng 

Above: Will Rice freshmen Richard 
Adams and Amanda Hughes 

Left: Brown freshmen Ian Garrett and 
Robin Jacobs 

r 
Join the Exponent Team and let your 

career take you to a higher level. 

we will be conducting on 
campus interviews on 

December 5, 2000. 
For consideration, please 

e-mail/fax your resume 
to: Carta Rudometkin 
hr@exponent.com or 

(650) 328-3049 

Exponent is a leading independent consulting firm 
providing solutions to complex engineering and scientific 
problems. 

We have exciting career opportunities for engineers and 
scientists with advanced degrees across every discipline. 

TM Exponent 
Come to our Corporate Presentation and find out more about 
what we have to offer. 

Monday, December 4, 2000 
7:00-8:15 pm 

Rice Universi ty 
Rice Student Center - Blair Lounge 

Refreshments will be provided. 

To learn more about Exponent, browse our web site at 

www.exponent.com 
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

food on foot 
This week, Food on Foot ven-

tures out of the Village to a restau-
rant I find is a bit more formal than 
those you'd usually drop into while 
shopping. 

Hie Raven Grill is easy to find: A 
short walk up Hazard Street from 
Entrance 13 followed by a right turn 
on Bissonnet Street will bring you 
directly to the door of this favorite 
Museum District restaurant. 

T H E R A V E N G R I L L 

1916 Bissonnet St. 
(713)521-2027 

Jeans acceptable 
Not veggie friendly 

Alcohol: full bar 

For students starved for real food 
and even for those who aren't, the 
Raven (irill is a welcome change 
from College Food Service. 

It's a nice place for lunch or din-
ner because it offers hearty, tasty 
food ranging from sandwiches to 
quesadillas, but isn't as formal or 
pricey as comparable restaurants 
are. 

Upon entrance, the host always 
promptly greets me, and I've not 
once had to wait for a table — even 
on a Friday or Saturday. 'Hie lack of 
wait, however, is no indication of 
food quality. 

The ambiance is cool and relax-
ing. This is the kind of place that you 
want to sit and enjoy. 

In the afternoon, the big windows 
in front provide ample natural litfht. 
Though the view isn't of anything 
spectacular, 1 like a restaurant that 
isn't afraid of the sun. 

The earthy tones — largely 
creams and browns — and open 
kitchen make you feel like you're <it 
home, and the food will do the same. 

While I've never been sure a 
woodburning grill ever made a dif-
ference in the taste of food, the Raven 
(irill has convinced me that grilling 
over real wood is much better than 

h 

corey e. devine 
over gas. 

Hungry or not, the "tower of 
rings" appetizer ($4.95) is a must. 
You'll get four or five huge onion 
rings (in tower formation, of course) 
along with a few poblano pepper 
rings. They're accompanied by a 
spicy ranch sauce that is, at times, a 
bit too spicy. 

Once you've tackled the appe-
tizer, you should try the always-avail-
able meatloaf ($9.95). i realize you're 
thinking, "Meatloaf?" I, too, turned 
my nose up at the thought of order-
ing something so elementary at a 
restaurant, but I now must say that 
I've never had better meatloaf (sorry, 
Mom). They top the overly gener-
ous portion with a great wine-infused 
tomato sauce. On the side, expect 
garlic mashed potatoes and a few 
freshly grilled vegetables. All in all. 
the dish offers a variety of hearty 
flavors and will leave you full but not 
miserable. 

If you still aren't convinced that 
meatloaf is acceptable, try the 
quesadillas or any of the enchiladas. 
Roth are heavily influenced by the 
Southwestern flair of the grill, but a 
little variation from traditional Tex-
Mex never hurt anyone. 

For dessert, a thick slice of grilled 
pound cake drizzled liberally with 
strawberry sauce provides the per-
fect amount of sweetness at the end 
of a meal. The pound cake is light 
and the strawberry sauce doesn't 
overwhelm, so you never walk out 
feeling that you've done something 
sinful. 

If finals have you too busy to try 
this grill during the week, wake up 
in time for their wonderful brunch. 
The menu is more limited, but the 
lighter offerings on Sundays are 
great. 

'ITie waitstaff, though young, is 
friendly if not always totally profi-
cient. I've never had a bad experi-
ence at the Raven (irill, and I whole 
heartedly recommend giving this 
quaint and comfortable eatery a try. 

mailto:hr@exponent.com
http://www.exponent.com
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After yet ano ther successful show for 
Mandy Gor, I'm left asking myself, "What 
would it be like to design clothes?" 1 mean 
Donna Karan doesn' t seem to have it so bad. 
Of course, Gor doesn't design the typical ready-
to-wear collection you'd find in the Gap. Her 
fashion, instead, is like an art. Where others 
use words or pictures to fight political and 
ideological battles, Gor choose to use a needle 
and thread. 

This week, Lifestyles asks Mandy Gor a 
few quest ions about her perspectives on fash-
ion and a thing or two about butt-flaps. 

'Imagine if I wore a butt-flap 
to school everyday because 
it's so bloody hot in Houston, 
it wouldn't matter that it s 
perfectly normal in many 
countries... culture just 
wouldn't have it!' 

Mandy Gor 
— Designer 'Changing Spaces' 

How did you get started in fashion design? 
I've actually been sewing for the public (my 
m o t h e r and g r a n d m o t h e r a re seam-
stresses) since 1 was in seventh grade. I've 
been designing my own clothes since I was 
in junior high and all through high school. 
I actually came to Rice expecting to be a 
chemical engineer, but I realized some-
where during sophomore year that it was 
fashion that really enthralled me. 

Do you feel that fashion is an expressive art like 
painting or composing music? 

Absolutely. Fashion works with lines, with 
patterns, with textures. In fact, my collec-
tion "Changing Spaces" is an exploration of 
the ways that fashion is an art form that 
embraces the artistic properties of kinetic 
sculpture as well as architectural experi-
ence. But moreover, its functionality makes 
it one of the most pervasive and yet subtle 
art forms of our times — one which con-
veys, without verbal explanation, tons of 
ideas about politics, sexuality and cultural 
revolutions. Its artistic characteristics pro-
pel it forward ideologically, but it's the 
functionality — the fact that we all must 
wear clothes — that carry these ideas for-
ward in reality. 

Who is your favorite mainstream fashion de-
signer? 

I love Rei Kawakubo's work — as well as 
many of the Japanese designers — they 
seem to have a looseness about their de-
signs, a flexibility. You look at a sleeve and 
think, "1~hat's wide enough to be a skirt!" 
And sure enough, if you wanted it to, it 
could! I love the fact that the wearer actu-
ally creates the space of the garment — not 
just the designer. 

Does their work influence you or is your work 
totally of your own invention? 

Absolutely. I try to draw on the flexibility of 
traditional Eastern designers, the way they 
regard cloth as something almost sacred 
that tells as story by itself, even without the 
designer 's hand. Kimonos and saris are 
two of the most fascinating garments, along 
with togas and kilts. [There are I different 
cultural reconciliations between function-
ality of clothing and artistic respect for the 

uncut cloth.... God, I could 
go on forever. 

Do you think there is still room 
for invention in fashion — 
are there styles and ideas we've 
yet to see — or is fashion 
going to continue to see a 
return to things that have al-
ready been done? 
1 think there 's always room 
for invention, and 1 think that 
we will see things redone. 
But each time they are re-
done — I redo the kimono 
for instance — an added di-
mension that nods to our 
own time, to our own devel-
oping culture, will be woven 
into the garment. Almost all 
of my clothes are made out 
of at least partially synthetic 
fabrics that allow the two-
toned colors you see, as well 
as strange textures and drap-
ing. So say the sari becomes 
something of a mixture of 
the beauty of tradition and 

the technology of the future. 

When you design, is your biggest emphasis 
on function, elegance, or do you try to inte-
grate the two? 

Actually, when 1 design, I focus on space 
and political references and try to mold 
around that. One of my garments was 
an Indian suit, worn by noble Indian 
men in the late 19th century. But when 
I redid it, I designed it for a woman and 
made it of two-toned silver and hot pink 
denim and hot pink Chinese dragon 
brocade, hoping to change the political 
dimensions of both the garment and 
the wearer. 

Where do you find the inspiration for your 
designs? 

Everywhere. But most of all in my liter-
ary s t u d i e s of f emin i sm and 
postmodernism — these two strains of 
thought have led me right back to fash-
ion every time as the perfect agreement 
of the body and mind, and especially of 
the deeply feminist question of public 
vs. private spaces. Fashion constitutes 
both, simultaneously. What I do is 
model these spaces through fashion 
and ask myself the implications in 
postmodernism and feminism. 

How do you think clothing should integrate 
into a person's daily life? Is it something to 
be considered or should it be so simple that it 
seems almost instinctual? 

I don't think that clothing is actually 
instinctual. The instinct might exist to 
cover ourselves when we're cold, but 
about the time the cave person chose 
rabbit fur instead of mammoth fur, he 
or she made a fashion decision that was 
more about aesthetics than functional-
ity. I think that this has progressed to 
the point to where we wear what we 
wear because it's on TV. It's totally 
spelled out for us in culture to the point 
that by the time we're picking our own 
clothes, it's so ingrained in our under-
standing of self, that to wear something 
totally unprescribed is a toppling of the 
universe. Imagine if I wore a butt-flap to 
school everyday because it's so bloody 
hot in Houston, it wouldn't matter that 
it's perfectly normal in many countries 
or that my car has no 
air condi t ioning — 

culture just wouldn't 
have it! 

Fashion as art 
Pictures from the 'Changing Spaces' show 
corey e. devine 
photos by vianna davila 

Sid senior Mandy Gor, Rice's own fashion designer, showed her latest collection of 
wearable art on Nov. 17 in the Grand Hall. But Changing Spaces isn't your typical couture 
collection. Gor's efforts are aimed more toward art than traditional "fashion." This collection 
is meant to depict the way that fashion affects the spaces in which we live, work and play. 

Heavy Eastern influences can be seen throughout the collection, both in fabric choice and 
in the cuts of most of the collection's pieces. Synthetic fabrics rocket traditional Eastern-style 
designs into the new millennium with grace and sometimes elegance. 

Below are some of the highlights from the impressive new collection. 

I 

Above: "East vs. West 
Layla Fry and Tirza 
Hollenhorst 
Center: "Stained Glass 
Window" — Kristy Dybala 
Below: "Lovers" — 
Kristy Dybala 

Above: "Community" — 
Joe Maloney 

Below: "All Strands" — 
Tina Huang 

What is your favorite piece 
of clothing in this collec-
tion? 

1 hones t ly couldn ' t 
say. I guess that's a 
pretty great place to 
be. 

Is there a future in fashion 
for you, oris thissimplyan 
outlet for your creative en-
ergy during college? 

I'm sure I'll do this for 
the rest of my life. I've 
been sewing for most 
of it — it'd be hard to 
stop now. Whether I 
do it as a profession, 
I'm still not sure. It 
wouldn't be fashion, 
per se, but more like 
sculptural or perfor-
m a n c e ar t . Some-
where along the lines 
of theater. But then. I 
just don't know. 

Gulf Bend Center 
T h e Menta l Hea l th and Menta l Retardat ion C e n t e r 

1502 E. Airline, Victoria, Tx. 77901 

(361)582-2301 (www.gul fbend.org) 

Great Career 
Offering personal fulfillment & excellent training 

Requires a Bachelors Degree from an accredited college/university with majors in human service fiel 
including psychology, social work, sociology, special education, and educational psychology. 

Qual i f i ed M e n t a l Heal th Pro fess iona ls : 

Rehab i l i t a t ion T e c h n i c i a n s ( Q M H P ) - Adult Community Support 

S e r v i c e C o o r d i n a t o r s ( Q M H P ) - Adult Mental Health & Children's Services 

Cris is R e s p o n s e ( Q M H P ) - Intake, Assessment & Referrals 

Competitive pay and benefits 

http://www.gulfbend.org
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J? 

Jose Luis 
Cubria 

-THRESHER SPORTS/commentary -

Injuries a part of life 
for Rice sports teams 

They're like death and taxes — not only are they 
unavoidable, but they also truly suck. No, I'm not 
talking about the disgustingly die-hard defenders of 
freedom, irreverence and Wee tradition otherwise 
known as Club 13. 

I'm talking about injuries. 
They're as much a part of the 
sports landscape as trash talk, 
c l iches and computer polls. 
Except they suck even more. 
They can ruin a season or end a 
career. And in this age of free 
agency, scholarship limits and 
parity, nearly everybody is one 
key injury away from mediocrity. 

Ask Virginia Tech, which went 
from national title hopeful to BCS 
wannabe when Michael Vick went down. Or ask the St. 
Ix>uis Rams, who went from unstoppable to indecipher-
able when Kurt Warner and Marshall Faulk got hurt. 
Everywhere you look, it seems, the injury bug has 
bitten someone in the behind, making life just a little 
bit more difficult for contenders and pretenders alike. 

With the exception of the very lucky or the very 
blessed, injuries seem to hit everybody with the same 
imprudence. Unless you happen to be a Rice athlete. 
That's because as soon as you don the blue and gray, 
your chances of falling victim to injury or illness shoot 
through the roof. Well, that's not quite true, but if 
you've been following Rice sports for the last couple 
of years, you wouldn't disagree. Need proof? Try 
these numbers: 11-23, 5-22, 3-8. Or add it all together: 
19-53. That's the combined record of Rice's 1999 
volleyball, 1999-'00 men's basketball and 2000 football 
teams. And what do those three teams have in 
common (besides the fact that they weren't very 
good)? You got it — they were all ravaged by injuries. 

All three teams entered their respective seasons 
with great expectations, but none of the three ever 
had a real shot of living up to them. The '99 volleyball 
team was hoping to build on the greatest season in 
school history but struggled mightily after losing two 
all-WAC starters for the whole year. T h e 1999-'00 
men's basketball team was looking to follow up an 18-
win campaign. But that was before injuries took over. 
And the 2000 football team expected to contend for a 
WAC title and a bowl game. But those hopes died 
when they lost one all-WAC starter for the whole 
season and had three of four quarterbacks and 10 of 
15 defensive linemen miss time. It all added up to 
s e a s o n s that finished far below expectations and, 

quite frankly, were painful to watch. 
And don't forget this year's cross country teams. 

After sweeping the 1999 WAC championships, Rice's 
men's and women's teams had virtually no shot of 
repeating this year because both squads lost their top 
runners to injury and illness. 

It has all added to the "Rice sucks at sports" 
stereotype. Sure, it's what you should expect when 
your men's basketball team finishes a game with more 
turnovers than points (as the Owls did against Tulsa 
last year). But it's also very unfair. I've written about it 
in this very same space before, but it bears repeating 
— we're not as bad as everyone says we are. Remem-
ber, we won more WAC championships than any 
other school last year. We won't repeat the feat this 
year, but that's due in large part to all these injuries. 

I'm not saying that our teams are where they need 
to be. After all, great teams are able to withstand such 
setbacks on their way to championships. It even 
happens at Rice — the baseball team weathered the 
loss of its all-time wins leader and its all-College 
World Series third baseman last year en route to 
another WAC title. But baseball, unlike any other Rice 
sport, is already an established national power. As a 
result, it can afford a few more setbacks than solid but 
not quite great programs like women's basketball and 
both cross country teams. 

So say what you will about how much the football 
team stunk this year, but remember that most of the 
problems were beyond the team's control. And remem-
ber that it can happen to anyone. Just ask Pat Riley. 

Jose Luis Cubria is managing editor and a Sid 
Richardson College senior. 

Undefeated Owls score four wins 
by Ryan Keedy 

THRKSHKR STAFF 

Rice may have lost only one player 
from last year's squad, but the Owls look 
likeacompletelydifferent basketball team. 

With a convincing 82-57 win over 
Stephen F. Austin State University Tues-
day night, the men's basketball team 
moved to 4-0, its best start since the 1976-
'77 campaign. Already, the Owls are one 
victory from equaling their win total from 
a year ago. And they haven't really been 
challenged yet — their 60-49 win over 
Birmingham-Southern College last week 
was their closest game thus far. 

IN FOCUS: MEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 4-0 

Most recently: The Owls opened 
their season with four wins to post 
their best start in 24 years. Each 
win came by a double-digit margin. 

What made the difference: A stifling 
Owl defense has yet to give up more 
than 57 points in a game. Senior 
guard Mike Wilks exploded for 27 
points against the U.S. Naval 
Academy and 24 against Stephen 
F. Austin State University. 

Up next: The Owls head to Beaumont 
tomorrow to face Lamar University 
(1-1) before returning home to play 
Middle Tennessee State University 
(1-1) Monday night at 7:35. 

TERRA HUOLOW/THRESHER 

But the Owls are not too excited yet. 
Instead, they are quick to emphasize that, 
despite their 4-0 record, it's important 
that they not get ahead of themselves. 

"Coach keeps reminding us that it's 
not where you start, it's where you fin-
ish," senior guard Mike Wilks said. "We 
have long-term goals, and we can't get 
too high right now." 

Wilks led all players with 24 points 
Tuesday and impressed everyone with a 
flurry of s lashes into the lane to comple-
ment a perfect 4-of-4 night from three-
point range. 

Wilks, who the Owls are touting as an 
all-American candidate, is off to a torrid 

Senior guard Mike Wilks defends a shot by a Stephen F. Austin State University player in 
Rice's 82-57 win Tuesday. Wilks is averaging 19.8 points per game to lead the 4-0 Owls. 

start. He leads the team with 19.8 points 
and 4.0 assists per game, is second on 
the squad with 4.3 rebounds per game 
and is shooting a sweltering 57.8 percent 
from the floor. 

"Mike is just getting better and better 
in every facet of the game," head coach 
Willis Wilson said. "I think probably the 
most important aspect of it is that for the 
first time in a long time he's able to go out 
there and compete and enjoy the spirit of 
competition." 

Though Wilks did most of the dam-
age against the Lumberjacks Tuesday, 
he has had help this year from a great 

supporting cast. 
"I don't have to do everything this 

year," said Wilks. "I have great players 
like Shawn Tyndell and Krik Cooper and 
Omar Mance that I can look to." 

The Nov. 21 game against rival Uni-
versity of Houston was a perfect example 
of the Owls' versatility. Against the Cou-
gars, junior forward Shawn Tyndel l 
scored a career-high 22 points to lead the 
Owls to an impressive 40-11 advantage 
in the second half. 

"One thing I do like about this basket-
ball team is that we can score from a lot 

See UNDEFKATED, Page 26 

Road-weary Lady Owls return to Autry 
Fresh off 3-2 road trip, Rice faces lona in opener of Hackerman Invitational 

by Jason Gershman 
THRKSHKR KDITORIAI STAFF 

It's been a long time since the women's 
basketball team played a home game. 
Five games, in fact. And though the ex-
tended road trip went relatively well, you 
can bet the I^ady Owls are ready to come 
home. 

Since winning its season opener 
Nov. 10 at Autry Court, Rice has won 
three of five g a m e s — all on the road. 
T h e I>ady Owls sandwiched their three 
wins between lo s se s at Louisiana Tech 
University and the University of Ari-
zona, but they're back home for this 
weekend ' s Gene Hackerman Rice Invi-
tational. 

The University of Memphis and East-
ern Kentucky University will face off in 
today's first game at 5 p.m., and Rice will 
face lona College at 7. 

T h e c o n s o l a t i o n g a m e b e t w e e n 
tonight's losers is tomorrow at 5 p.m., 
and the championship game will be 
played at 7. 

"It'll be great to play at home and to 
s leep in our own beds," sophomore 
guard Kim Iawson said. "We've got two 
good teams this weekend so we just 
have to go out there and protect our 
home court." 

ITie lady Owls will be looking to re-

gain the Hackerman Invitational title af-
ter dropping the tournament final against 
the University of Michigan last year. 

But to do so, the I^ady Owls will 
probably have to defeat Memphis, which 
beat Rice 62-61 in the final of the Mem-
phis Thanksgiving Tournament a year 
ago. 

'It 7/ be great to play at 
home and to sleep in our 
own beds.' 

— Kim Lawson 
Sophomore guard 

"Whenever you play in your own tour-
nament you definitely want to win the 
title," junior guard Jennifer Rigg said. 
"Anybody who was on this team last year 
knows that the Memphis loss was a bit of 
a heartbreaker and we want to beat them 
on our home court." 

If the last five g a m e s have shown 
anything, it's that the l ady Owls can win 
when they play solid defense and work 
hard on the boards. 

After being outrebounded in the first 

two g a m e s of the road trip — an 84-54 
loss to ninth-ranked I^ouisianaTech and 
a 67-60 win over the University of Texas-
Pan American — Rice wurked to im-
prove its rebounding before heading into 
the University of North Carolina at 
G r e e n s b o r o t o u r n a m e n t o v e r the 
Thanksgiving break. 

The result was a tournament title. 
Rice took a 77-65 win over the University 
of Richmond and a 50-46 win over host 
North Carolina-Greensboro. 

The I^ady Owls outrebounded their 
tournament opponents by a combined 
total of 106-72, with senior forward Kenya 
Tuttle leading the way with a career-high 
16 rebounds in the title game. 

"We did a lot of ball-handling condi-
tioners for being outrebounded against 
Pan American,"Tuttle said. "We all had 
in our minds to go to the boards hard to 
win that tournament. We realize that 
rebounding can determine who wins 
and who loses." 

Despite shooting just 21 percent from 
the floor in the second half against the 
host Spartans, the l a d y Owls' de fense 
kept them in the title game, setting the 
stage for a photo finish. 

With the game tied at 46, l a w s o n 
drove the lane and hit a short pull-up 
jumper with under four s e c o n d s left to 

See TO 11RN AM ENT, Page 24 
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Another big test looms 
for swimmers in Austin 

by John C. Chao 
THRESHERSTAFF 

The tough competition keeps 
coming for the swim team. 

This weekend, Rice's competition 
will likely be even more formidable 
than at the Continental Airlines Clas-
sic, where the Owls placed fourth in 
a six-team field that included three 
top-25 opponents. 

The Owls travel to Austin today 
for the University of Texas Invita-
tional, a meet which features eight 
of the top 15 teams in the country, 
including top-ranked University of 
California at Los Angeles and third-
ranked University of Arizona. The 
field also includes Western Athletic 
Conference powerhouse Southern 
Methodist University, which is 
ranked 14th nationally. 

But instead of letting themselves 
be intimidated by the imposing op-
position, the Owls realize there is 
no better place to make a name for 
themselves than against the very 
best. 

"The meet is a great opportunity 
for us to race the best swimmers in 
the country," sophomore Mandy 
Mularz said. "With swimming, you 
have several opportunities to make 
a s ta tement during the year. This is 
one of those chances, and now it's 
just a matter of the team pulling 
together." 

T h e Continental Airlines Clas-
sic raised the team's expectations, 
and now the Owls have proof that 
they have the talent to challenge 
the nation's top swimmers . 

"I think the tournament [Conti-
nental Airlines Classic] gives us a lot 
of confidence going into UT," fresh-
man Elaine Lee said. "1 personally 
learned that if we get excited enough 
as a team, anything is possible." 

Ultimately, however , what mat-
ters mos t in the meet is not how 
the Owls place but what t imes they 
post . 

"We're not expect ing to come 
out and win everything because 
they have Olympic swimmers , " 

freshman Toni Ciffolilli said. "It 
would be unbelievable for us to 
win a couple events. But we should 
try not to think about placing, but 
our times and trying to keep up 
with them." 

For many of Rice's swimmers, 
the meet will be a chance to post 
times that are good enough to make 
the cut for the NCAA Champion-
ships. 

'You have several 
opportunities to make a 
statement during the 
year. This is one of 
those chances.' 

— Mandy Mularz 
Sophomore swimmer 

There are two ways to qualify for 
the NCAA meet: 'A' cuts and 'B' cuts. 
T h e 'A' cut is a time that automati-
cally qualifies a swimmer for the 
NCAA meet. The 'B' cut is a time 
that grants the swimmer provisional 
qualification, meaning that it is not 
guaranteed. 

At the end of the season, all pro-
visional qualifiers will have their 
t imes ranked and the top ones will 
be invited to the national meet. 

Swimmers can make the cut at 
any meet, but the Owls said that 
head coach Doug Boyd has targeted 
this meet in particular for them to go 
out and lay it on the line. 

"All of us want to make an NCAA 
'B' cut and some of us have the op-
portunity to get more than one 'B' 
cut," Mularz said. 

"Coach has been telling us that 
this is a really good chance for us. 
All of us are expecting to get our 
best times or near-best times with-
out being fully rested. By swimming 
well, we would hopefully bring Rice 
to a new level." 

MVP Lawson leads Lady 
Owls to tournament title 
TOURNAMENT, from Page 23 
give Rice a two point lead. 

I^awson, who totaled 18 points 
and 10 assists in the two games and 
was named the tournament MVP, 
added two free throws to ice the 
championship. 

T i m e was running down and 1 
wanted to get the best shot possible," 
I^awson said. "1 just took it to the hole 
and thought pulling up was the best 
thing to do. Being named MVP was 
exciting — it was my first one." 

Rigg also joined I^awson on the all-
tournament team. She scored a sea-
son-high 26 points, including 14-of-16 
free throw attempts, and grabbed 11 
rebounds against Richmond. 

"I was in a little bit of a slump so 
hopefully that game got me out of 
it," Rigg said. "I was getting to the 
rim pretty easily and 1 got a ton of 
f ree throws." 

Rice also shook up its starting 
l i n e u p d u r i n g the road t r ip to 
s t reng then its rebounding. Sopho-
more forward Starla James moved 
into the start ing lineup at small for-
ward, and Rigg moved to shooting 
guard , replacing sophomore Kara 
Liggett. While James is just S-foot-8, 
the I^ady Owls say her hustle and 
tenacity make her one of the best 
r ebounde r s on the team. 

But head coach Cristy McKinney 
warned not to worry too much about 
the starting lineup so early in the 
year. 

' T h e lineup change was made to 
help defensively," she said. "This 
l ineup can change often now. We 
have different people playing well at 
different times, and that's not a bad 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 4-2 

Most recently: Rice won the 
title at the University of North 
Carol ina at Greensboro 
Tournament before losing 84-
71at the University of Arizona. 

What made the difference: 
Sophomore guard Kim Lawson 
scored 18 points in the 
tournament to earn MVP 
honors. The Lady Owls hung 
tough in the first half against 
Arizona before cold second-
half shooting let the Wildcats 
pull away. 

Upnext:Gene Hackerman Rice 
Invitational vs. lona College 
(2-1) tonight at 7 p.m. Rice will 
play either the University of 
Memphis (4-0) or Eastern 
Kentucky University (3-1) 
tomorrow night. 

ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Southern Methodist University blockers return a kill attempt by junior outside hitter Leigh Leman. Leman had a game-high 
20 kills in the Nov. 18 match. Rice's win avenged an earlier loss to the Mustangs and assured Rice of a winning season. 

Volleyball ends season on high note 
Controversy, nine-match losing streak stand out in 17-16 campaign 

by Chris I^arson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

thing. It's hard to know about line-
ups yet. Nothing is set in stone." 

In the meantime, the I<ady Owls 
are busy trying to figure each other 
out. With so many new faces in the 
starting lineup, they've struggled to 
find themselveson the offensive end 
of the floor. 

"Offensively, we have to work 
on timing," Rigg said. "A lot of us 
are new to the team and we have to 
find out what w o r k s and what 
doesn ' t . For now, our defense cre-
ates offense." 

On the surface, little could ap-
pear more average, more middle-of-
the-road than Rice's 2000 volleyball 
campaign. 

After all, you can't get much more 
average than a 17-16 record. And you 
can't get more mediocre than a 6-10 
conference mark, which placed the 
Owls right in the middle of the West-
ern Athletic Conference standings. 

Dig a little deeper, however, and 
you'll find a season that was any-
thing but average. You'll see a sea-
son with some of the highest points 
in Rice volleyball history, when the 
talented squad flashed almost limit-
less potential. But you'll also see a 
season often filled with confusion, 
discouragement and the biting frus-
tration of repeated losses to teams 
the Owls knew they should beat. 

To say it was a rough journey 
would be a gross understatement. 
But to stamp the season as a failure 
would also be unfair, especially con-
sidering the fact that the Owls re-
bounded to win three of their final 
five matches to post just their third 
winning season in 11 years. 

Both the team and the season 
seemed to be full of peaks and val-
leys. The Owls jumped out to a 9-2 
start, their second best start since 
1989. But the middle of the season 
saw Rice set a school record by los-
ing nine straight matches. 

"The most disappointing thing 
about our season was that we had so 
much potential and so much desire 
to win at the beginning of the year," 
sophomore middle blocker Elizabeth 
Davenport Pollock said. "But we 
didn't maximize on that and perform 
well in the second half of the season." 

The Owls did manage to post 
convincing season-ending wins over 
Southern Methodist University and 
Texas Christian University, the two 
schools that beat the Owls to begin 
their midseason tailspin. 

"It means a lot to our morale to 
have a winning season," Davenport 
Pollock said. "I'm really proud of how 
well everyone got along even through 
our losing slump." 

Defensively, the Owls were stel-
lar. Rice's 3.11 blocks per game 
ranked 15th nationally, and sopho-
more middle blocker Briana Cook 
was a force at the net, finishing sec-
ond in the WAC with 1.38 blocks per 
game. Rice also ranked second in 
the WAC in team digs. 

The other side of the net, how-
ever, was an entirely different story. 
The Owls hit over .200 in nine of 
their first eleven matches, but they 
hit that mark in just seven of their 
next 22 matches. On several occa-

SEAS0N IN REVIEW: 
VOLLEYBALL 
Record: 17-16 

WAC record: 6-10 (tied for 5th) 

Best wins: Rice swept Texas 
Chr is t ian Universi ty and 
Southern Methodist University, 
two teams that beat the Owls 
earlier in the year, to secure a 
winning record for the season. 

Worst losses: A midseason 
nine-match losing streak 
included losses to SMU and 
the University of Tulsa, which 
tied for last place in the WAC, 
and took away any chance Rice 
had of finishing in the top half 
of the conference. 

sions, their failure to put the ball 
down took away all chances for a 
Rice win, most visibly in a Nov. 11 
disaster at San Jose State University 
in which no Owl could manage more 
than six kills. 

Individually, several Owls stood 
out. Junior outs ide hit ter I^eigh 
Leman was second in the WAC in 
digs per game and seventh in kills 

per game, and senior outside hitter 
Karolina Zelinka was third and fifth 
in the same categories. In her ca-
reer, Zelinka posted more digs than 
any other Owl and ranks third on 
Rice's all-time kill list. 

While it wasexpected thatZelinka 
and Ionian would make a significant 
impact this season, the players and 
coaching staff hoped for big things 
from another player — senior setter 
Nil Kalagoglu. 

But Kalagoglu left the team in 
mid-October, she said, after head 
coach Julio Morales wouldn't let her 
skip practice to go to a job interview. 
Forced to throw together a new of-
fensive scheme, the Owls struggled 
to a 3-9 mark without Kalagoglu. 

If nothing else, the ups and downs 
proved one thing: Hie Owls have a 
lot of potential. They will be hit hard 
by graduation, losing both Karolina 
and Klara Zelinka as well as outside 
hitter Remi Aderohunmu. 

But the explosive Iceman will re-
turn, along with the imposing middle 
blocker trio of Cook, Davenport Pol-
lock and junior Courtney Smith. 

"We have a lot to work on," Dav-
enport Pollock said. "But we know 
that there 's a lot already in place that 
we just have to fine-tune." 

* 

ROB GADOI/THRESHER 

Junior outside hitter Courtney Smith attempts a kill against the Mustangs. Smith 
was part of a middle blocking effort that was one of Rice's biggest strengths. 
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Baseball signs five 
pitchers, catcher 

Playing baseball at Rice is 
quickly becoming a family affair. 

Rice signed six players, includ-
ing the younger brother of a 
former Owl great, to national let-
ters-of-intent during the Novem-
ber early signing period, head 
coach Wayne Graham announced 
last week. 

Five Texas high school pitch-
ers and one junior college catcher 
will attend Rice starting next fall, 
making them eligible to play for 
the Owls in 2002. 

Headlining the group is 
Marcos Ramos, a left-handed 
pitcher from Pflugerville. Ramos 
is the younger brother of former 
Rice ail-American and National 
Pitcher of the Year Mario Ramos 
(1997-'99). 

Ramos will be the second sib-
ling of a former Rice star on the 
2002 squad. Infielder Jose 
Enrique Cruz, who will make his 
debut with the Owls this season, 
is the younger brother of Jose 
Cruz Jr. (1993-'95), an all-Ameri-
can outfielder at Rice who is now 
with the Toronto Blue Jays. 

Joining the younger Ramos 
among the six signees are right-
handed pitcher Philip Humber 
from Carthage; pitcher/short-
stop Paul Janish from Houston/ 
Cypress Creek; right-handed 
pitcher Jeff Niemann from Hous-
ton/I.amar; catcher Justin Ruchti, 
a transfer from San Jacinto-North 
Junior College; and pitcher/first 
baseman Wade Townsend from 
Dripping Springs. 

"We're satisfied that this class 
will meet some needs we'll have 
for the 2002 season and beyond," 
Graham said. 

Women's club soccer 
second at NIRSA 

Rice's women's club soccer 
team capped its season with an 
impressive second-place finish in 
the open division of the National 
Intramural Recreational Sport 
Association tournament held in 
Austin Nov. 16-18. 

Rice won two of its three pool 
play games to place second in its 
four-team pool. The finish ad-
vanced Rice to the quarterfinals 
against its biggest rival, Texas 
A&M University. 

In two previous meetings with 
A&M this season, Rice had de-
feated and tied the Aggies — the 
victory was the first ever for the 
team over A&M. Their show-

down in Austin, however, showed 
that maybe the tables have turned 
for good. Rice came away with an 
easy 3-0 victory. 

'it was really nice to get to play 
and beat them," senior midfielder 
Hilary Schaffer said. "I can re-
member my freshman year when 
they would beat us 7-0." 

Rice defeated Colorado State 
University 2-1 in the semifinals to 
advance to the division tide match. 

In the championship, the Uni-
versity of Virginia proved to be a 
little too much for the Owls and 
scored a 1-0 win. Rice held off the 
Cavalier attack until they finally 
let in a goal with about 20 min-
utes left. 

"They had us back on our 
heels and were more aggressive," 
Schaffer said. "They deserved a 
goal by that point. They had taken 
a lot of shots and we had been 
doing all we could just to keep 
them from scoring." 

Wins give men's club 
soccer a strong finish 

Victory came a little late, but 
late is better than never. 

The men's club soccer team 
struggled through a disappoint-
ing 1-6-2 season this year and 
failed to advance to the national 
tournament. 

But the I>ads decided to at-
tend the tournament in Austin 
anyway and competed in the open 
division for clubs that did not 
receive invitations to the national 
tournament. Rice played its best 
soccer of the year, winning two of 
three matches in pool play. 

After opening with a 3-0 loss to 
Weber State University, every-
thing came together in the leads' 
next match. Junior midfielder Matt 
Connolly fed senior midfielder 
Tony Licata for an 89th-minute 
goal to give Rice a 1-0 victory over 
the University of Oregon. 

The Ducks went on to finish 
second in the tournament, with 
their only other loss coming in 
the championship game against 
James Madison University. 

Rice followed the win with a 2-
0 victory over Middle Tennessee 
State University, but it wasn't 
enough to make the playoffs. 

Never the less , Rice was 
thrilled to finish such a disap-
pointing season on a solid note. 

"We had kind of a rough sea-
son," senior defender and team 
captain Kevin Fisher said. "But it 
was beautiful to see the team 
come together and play the kind 
of great soccer that we have al-
ways been capable of." 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kir by 
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One Medium 

One-Topping Pizza 

& 1 Drink 
Offer valid wth coupon ooly. Price* nuy vary. Customer pays sale, 

where applicable. Driven carryJ^jha^2(M^ash / 
I** -t 
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$ 7 3 8 

V. 

One Large 

One-Topping Pizza 

& 2 Drinks 
Offer valid with coupon only. Pnce, may vary, ^ . o n v r r pays sale, 
tax where applicable. Driven carry lew than $20. Ca*h vabeJI/20^ y 

Injuries kill football team's hopes 
Shorthanded Owls finish campaign with disappointing 3-8 record 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It started with two-a-days and 
picked up steam during the season 
opener. By the fourth game of the 
year, it was a full-blown epidemic. 

The 2000 Rice football season 
began with lofty expectations, but a 
rash of injuries gave the Owls virtu-
ally no hope of living up to them. 

Because of injuries, the Owls 
went through four quarterbacks. At 
one point, just five of the team's 15 
defensive linemen were healthy. Two 
projected senior leaders never even 
made it onto the playing field. 

In all, 22 Owls missed a total of 74 
games due to various injuries. 

Before the training room began 
overflowing, Rice believed the sea 
son would produce a Western Ath-
letic Conference championship and 
a trip to a bowl game. 

But due in large part to the over-
whelming number of injuries, the 
Owls ended the season just 3-8, in-
cluding a disappointing 2-6 WAC 
mark. That left them in a three-way 
tie for sixth place, five games behind 
co-champions Texas Christian Uni-
versity and the University of Texas 
at El Paso. 

It's all a far cry from what Rice 
expected to accomplish when the 
season began. But once the injuries 
started, the Owls never had a chance. 

"The guys had heart and they 
tried to piecemeal stuff together," 
head coach Ken Hatfield said. "But 
we didn't have the continuity like a 
UTEP or like a TCU, where nobody 
got hurt. Now why does that hap-
pen? I don't know. You wish you 
knew, but it happens sometimes." 

Or, in this case, lots of times. 
Senior center Aaron Sandoval — 
expected to compete for all-WAC 
honors—didn't play a snap. Neither 

did senior linebacker LonDee Smith. 
Redshirt freshman quarterback Jer-
emy Hurd, the opening day starter, 
played in just six games. Junior quar-
terback Corey Evans, Hurd's 
backup, played in eight. 

Senior defensive end Jarrett 
Erwin and junior nose guard B.J. 
Forguson missed six games each. 
Junior safety Jason Hebert, junior 
linebacker Joe Bob Thompson and 
freshman wide receiver Gavin 
Boothe missed two games each. 

'The guys had heart 
and they tried to 
piecemeal stuff 
together. But we didn't 
have the continuity.' 

— Ken Hatfield 
Head coach 

The list goes on. Add it all up and 
you get a Rice team that was never at 
full-strength, especially in terms of 
experience. 

"The injuries you can't control, 
so you just have to plug in other 
people," Hatfield said. "But then you 
miss the experience factor. If you 
get a couple of critical injuries you 
can get ordinary in a hurry... . When 
you take important leaders who've 
been around and they don't get a 
chance to show their leadership on 
the field, that really hurts you." 

Though it's hard to imagine, the 
season did produce its share of high-
lights, including the thrilling 30-27 
overtime win over the University of 
Houston in the season opener. That 
win was followed by five straight 

losses before Rice bounced back to 
win two of three WAC games in late 
October and early November. 

But the momentum quickly faded 
when Rice dropped its final two con-
tests of the year. 

The Owls don't like what-ifs, but 
even they can't deny that, underdiffer-
ent circumstances, some of the losses 
could have turned out differently. 

For example, Rice trailed the 
University of Oklahoma 21-14 mid-
way through the third quarter be-
fore the Sooners — now the No. 1 
team in the country — pulled away 
for a 42-14 win. 

In losses to UTEP and the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Rice was also within a 
touchdown in the second half. 

And against Fresno State Univer-
sity, Rice saw an eight-point lead 
disappear late in the fourth quarter, 
allowing the Bulldogs to steal a win 
at Rice Stadium. 

The fact that they were so close 
so many times makes the season 
even harder to swallow for the Owls. 

"It makes it that much more frus-
trating," Hatfield said. "And it shows 
you the fine line between winning 
and losing. What happens is that 
someone has to step up in those 
critical moments and make a play. 
We were in those positions to make 
those plays, and if somebody does, 
we go and win those games." 

But Hatfield said he was proud 
that his team, despite the circum-
stances, never gave up on what most 
observers regarded as a lost season. 

"I know the competitive spirit and 
the heart was there," Hatfield said. 
"You just have to control the things 
that you can control. You have no 
control over the opponent, the offi-
cials, the weather or injuries. So you 
take those out, do the best you can 
and try to make the plays to win the 
games. We stayed in the fight." 

Have you heard of the 

Four Spiritual Laws? 
God loves you and o f fe r s a wonder fu l plan for your life. 

I Man is s inful and separated f rom God. Therefore , he cannot k n o w and 

exper ience G o d ' s love and plan for his life. 

% Jesus Christ is G o d ' s only provision for m a n ' s sin. Through Him you can know 

" and exper ience G o d ' s love and plan for your life. 

W e must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then w e can know and 

exper ience G o d ' s love and plan for our lives. 

That 's it. That 's how you can have a personal 
relationship with God. Would you like to take that step of 
receiving Jesus Christ? If so, tell that to God in prayer by: 

Thanking Him for dying on the cross for your sins. 

Asking Him to come into your life as Savior and Lord. 

Thanking Him for giving you forgiveness and eternal life. 

Asking Him to work in you to make you the person He 
designed you to be. 

(The words don 'l mailer just the attitude of your heart) 

Did you take the step of trusting Christ? 
Would you like more information? 

Please e-mail emc@rice.edu. 

Paid for by Campus Crusade for Chnst 

mailto:emc@rice.edu
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UNDEFEATED,' from Page 23 
of spots on the floor," Wilson said. 
"And we can score in bunches." 

In the second half of the UH 
game, Tyndell hit all five of his at-
tempts from behind the arc. As a 
team, the Owls were impressive from 
long range, shooting 60 percent. 

"We spend so much time work-
ing to flatten out defenses and col-
lapse defenses and establish our 
offense in the paint that, as a result, 
after a ball reversal and an inside-
out pass, we find ourselves able to 
step into shots in rhythm," Wilson 
said. "We've got some guys who 
are shooting the ball right now with 
a lot of confidence from three." 

Rice's impressive play started at 
the beginning of the season. In their 
season opener, the Owls traveled to 
Annapolis, Md., to play the U.S. Na-
val Academy, a team that won the 

Patriot League a year ago with a 23-
6 record. Wilks torched the Mid-
shipmen for 27 points, and Rice used 
a 10-0 first-half run to grab a lead it 
would never lose in the 69-51 win. 

The victory snapped two streaks 
dating back to last season — Rice 
had lost 13 straight road games, 
and Navy had won its last 15 home 
games. 

But if anyone knows about 
abrupt turnarounds, it's the Owls. 
A season ago, they jumped out to a 
2-0 start before injuries sent them 
plummeting to a 5-22 record. 

"The things that we have experi-
enced in the last 12 months have 
proven to all of the members of our 
team that things change on a dime," 
Wilson said. "The most important 
thing that we should do is just take 
care of our business and enjoy the 
opportunity to play and go out and 

have some fun." 
The Owls have done just that in 

every game this year, and seem-
ingly every dunk and three-pointer 
have been accompanied by smiles 
and cheers. A breakaway dunk by 
sophomore guard Omar-Seli Mance 
in the closing seconds of the UH 
game sent the Rice bench — not to 
mention the student cheering sec-
tion — into a frenzy. 

"Every time we step on the floor, 
coach tells us to have fun," Wilks 
said. "It's a basketball game, and it 
gets serious at times, but we keep it 
in perspective and go out and have 
fun and enjoy ourselves. If you're 
not going out there to have fun, it's 
not worth playing." 

The Owls will be hoping to have 
some more fun when they head to 
Beaumont tomorrow to take on 
Lamar University. 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
nov. 16-29 

M E N ' S BASKETBALL 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 57 RICE 82 

SFA 
Rice 

23 
49 

34 — 57 
33 — 82 

Stephen F. Austin State (2-2) 
Banks 3-7 11-14 17, Jackson 2-5 2-2 6. Thomas 2-
5 1-2 5. Jackson 5-14 2-4 13, Daniels 2-5 4-6 8, 
Tatum 0-3 2-2 2, Howard 0-3 0 0 0, White 1-3 1-2 3, 
Simlc 0-0 1-3 1, Spradlin 0 2 0 0 0, Cobb 0-0 2-2 2 
Total*: 15-47 26-37 57 

Rice (4-0) 
Tyndell 6-10 0-0 14, Cooper 2-6 4-4 9, McKenzie 2-
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T H E W O R L D L E A D E R I N D S P A N D A N A L O G 

3 0-0 4, Mance 3-6 1 1 8 . Wilks 9-13 2-5 24, Evans 
1-1 1-2 3, Walton 1-3 0-1 2, Kollik 0-1 0-0 0. Smith 
2-2 2-4 7, Craig 1-4 0-0 2, Morgan 1-3 5-7 7, Dlene 
1-1 0 0 2 Totals: 29-53 15-24 82 

Three-point goals — SFA 1-9 (Jackson 1-4, Tatum 02 , 
Howard 02, Spradlin Ol ) ; Rice 9-15(Tyndell 2-4, Cooper 
1-2, Mance 1-3, Wilks 4-4, Smith 1-1, Craig O l ) 

Rebounds — SFA 30 (Jackson 6); Rice 38 (Evans 8) 
Assists — SFA 8 (Thomas 3); Rice 16 (four with 3) 

BIRM. SOUTHERN 49 RICE 60 

BSC 
Rice 

20 
35 

29 — 
25 — 

49 
60 

Birmingham-Southern (0-3) 
Ransom 4-13 0-0 8, Broome 0 4 0-0 0, Bilostinnyi O 
2 0 0 0, Willie 3-8 2-3 10, Reed 1-2 2-2 5, Moss O-
0 0 0 0, Watkins 2-6 4-4 10, Anspach 2-8 0-0 5, Ginn 
1-4 0 0 3, Burke O l 0 0 0, Pryor 4-8 0 0 8 Totals: 17-
56 8-9 49 

Rice (3-0) 
Tyndell 4-11 OO 11, Cooper 8-14 1-2 17. McKenzie 
2 5 4-6 8, Macne 3-7 2-2 9. Wilks 5-8 1-3 13, Evans 
0 0 2-2 2, Walton OO 0-0 0, Kollik 0 2 OO 0, Smith 
0-1 0-0 0. Craig OO 0-0 0, Morgan 0-0 OO 0, Diene 
0 1 0-0 0 Totals: 22-49 10-15 60 

Three-point goals — BSC 7-29 (Ransom 0-5, Broome 
0 2 , Willie 2-7, Reed 1-2, Watkins 2-3, Anspach 1-6, 
Ginn 1-4); Rice 6-14 (Tyndell 3-5, Cooper 0-1, Mance 
1-4, Wilks 2-2, Kollik O l , Smith O l ) 

Rebounds — BSC 33 (Ransom 7); Rice 37 (Cooper 10) 
Assists — BSC 12 (Broome 3); Rice 16 (Mance, 
Wilks 6) 

HOUSTON 45 RICE 65 

Houston 34 11 — 45 
Rice 25 40 — 65 

RICE 69 NAVY 51 

Rice 37 32 — 69 
Navy 28 23 — 51 

• 
RICE 71 ARIZONA 84 

Rice 
Arizona 

40 
41 

31 
43 

71 
84 

Rice (4-2) 
Tuttle 4-12 0-1 8, S. James 2-6 0-0 4, Florus 2-5 7-
9 11, Rigg 0 5 0-0 0, Lawson 3-9 2-4 10. Beckler 7-
17 0-2 17, Maynard 1-1 2-2 5, Brown 0-1 0-0 0, 
Liggett 4 12 0-0 11, Mcintosh 1-2 3-4 5. Sam 0-0 0-
0 0. Bracken 0-1 0-0 0 Total*: 24-71 14 22 71 

Arizona (3-1) 
V. James 10-17 4-6 24, Warren 360-1 6, Pickney 5-12 
8-8 18, Bristol 2-8 5-6 10, Bozeman 3-5 4-5 10, Allen 
1-8 OO 3. Grzyb 1-4 2-2 4. Chesney OO OO 0. Taylor 2 
3 3-7 7, Mitchell 1-1 OO 2 Totals: 28-64 26-35 84 

Three-point goals — Rice 9-23 (James 0-2, Lawson 
2-3, Beckler 3-8. Maynard 1-1, Liggett 3-9); Arizona 
2-9 (Bristol 1-3, Bozeman 0-1, Allen 1-3, Grzyb 0-2) 

Rebounds — Rice 43 (Tuttle 12); Arizona 50 (James 
16) 
Assists — Rice 13 (Tuttle 5); Arizona 19 (three with 
tour) 

RICE 50 UNC-GREENSBORO 46 

Rice 
UNCG 

28 
24 

22 
22 

50 
46 

Rice (4-1) 
James 0-6 1-2 1. Florus 2-7 1-2 5, Tuttle 4 11 2-2 10, 
Rigg 4 11 0-0 9. Lawson 2-6 3-4 7, Beckler 2-8 OO 
5, Brown 1-1 OO 2, Liggett 2-7 0-0 6, Mcintosh 2-2 
1 2 5, Sam 0 5 0-0 0 Totals: 19-64 8-12 50 

UNC-Greensboro (3-1) 
Dodgen 1-10 OO 2, Delcampo 0 5 OO 0. Reid 2-4 2 
2 6, Gwaltney 3-10 6-8 13. Foster 3-7 0-0 6, Murray 
0 2 OO 0, Lambert 1-3 0-0 2, Hart 2-4 0-0 4. Williams 
5-9 3-3 13 Totals: 17 54 11-13 46 

Three point goals — Rice 4 11 (James 0-3, Rigg 1-2. 
Beckler 1-2. Liggett 2-3. Sam O l ) ; UNCG 1 8 
(Delcampo 0-3. Gwaltney 1-2, Foster 03 ) 

Rebounds — Rice 49 (Tuttle 16); UNCG 37 (Delcampo 
7) 
Assists — Rice 9 (Lawson 4); UNCG 5 (five with 1) 

RICHMOND 65 RICE 77 

Richmond 
Rice 

22 
39 

43 
38 

65 
77 

RICE 67 UT-PAN AMERICAN 60 

Rice 
UTPA 

39 
25 

28 
35 

67 
60 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 0 HAWAII 3 

Rice 3 6 3 
Hawaii 15 15 15 

SOUTHERN METHODIST 1 RICE 3 

SMU 
Rice 

15 11 3 7 
11 15 15 15 

TEXAS CHRISTIAN 0 RICE 3 

TCU 12 15 7 
Rice 15 17 15 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 28 NEVADA 34 

Rice 
Nevada 

7 
14 

0 

10 
14 
10 

28 
34 
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DEC 1 

LADY OWLS 
BASKETBALLhos,s the 

Gene Hackerman Rice Invitational 

Tournament this weekend. The Owls play 

lona College at 7 p.m for a spot in 

Saturday's 7 p.m. championship game. 

All games are at Autry Court. 

Lyle's, in the basement of Lovett College, 

hosts the next-to-last performance of 

THE UNDERGROUNDS 
for the semester. Scheduled to appear are 

Brad Demarest at 10 p.m., Megan 

McGehee at 11 p.m., Katie Soper at 

midnight and Merritt McAlister at 1 a.m. 

Come watch Rice talent on a real stage. 

Saturday DEC 2 
The Rice Alliance for Technology & 

Entrepreneurship sponsors the 

INNOVATION 
CONCEIT FORUM from 9 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Duncan Hall. Anyone 

interested in the organization or 

interaction with others in technology-

related business should attend. This 

event is free to full-time faculty, staff and 

students. Reserve your place at http:// 

www.alliance.rice.edu/rsvp. 

The Rice Chorale presents a fully staged 

version of Gian Carlo Menotti's 

AMAHLAND THE 
NIGHT VISITORS** 
p.m. in Stude Concert Hall in Alice Pratt 

. Brown Hall. This performance, directed by 

Debra Dickinson, will be followed by 

Christmas carols and other music of the 

season. Admission is free. 

The Hispanic Association for the Cultural 

Enrichment at Rice sponsors L A 

POSADA tonight from 7 p.m. to 

2 a.m. The holiday procession begins in 

the Grand Hall in the Student Center and 

travels to each residential college 

commons. Food, dancing and Christmas 

fun is provided at this free event. Contact 

your college's HACER representatives for 

more information. 

Sunday DEC 3 
The Golden Key National Honor Society 

throws a WINTER PARTY 
for the children at Texas Children's 

Hospital, located at 6621 Fannin St. in 

the Medical Center, from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Contact Lei Chu at hao@rice.edu for more 

information or to sign up. Everyone is 

invited to help out. 

David In-Jae Chao conducts tonight's 

performance by the P AMPANTT F 

ORCHESTRA- including works by 
Hanson and Sibelius. All are invited to 

this free event at 8 p.m. in Stude 

Concert Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

monday DEC 4 

Tonight's MEN'S 
BASKETBALL game, 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 
THROUGH FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 I 

against Middle Tennessee University at 

7:35 p.m at Autry Court. 

Lookin' a little, shaggy? Rice Program 

Council can help with BARBER 
D A Y in the lobby in front of the Grand 

Hall in the Student Center. $5 cuts are 

available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday DEC 6 

The Lady Owls BASKETBALL 
team plays Grambling State University at 

7 p.m. at Autry Court. 

thursday DEC 7 
Can ya sing? Don't worry, it's not a 

requirement to attend the United 

Methodist Ministries' 

CHRISTMAS CAROL 
SERVICE . The program begins at 7 

p.m. in the Rice Chapel. 

friday DEC 8 

Happy holidays — today is the LAST 
DAY OF CLASSES! And, for 
first-year students, it's also the deadline 

to drop classes if you haven't already 

done so. Forms must be turned in to the 

Registrar's Office by 5 p.m. 

WIESS COLLEGE 
NIGHT corresponds to this glorious 

last day of classes. All Wiessmen are 

invited. 

In celebration of the end of classes, 

Lovett College brings you the 

LOVETT END OF YEAR 
PARTY from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the 

Lovett Commons. 

I 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Josh Taylor, 
Calendar Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X t 0 J o s h Taylor, Calendar Editor, 
(713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The D E A D L I N E for all items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-
available basis. 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSE'S 

Earth Systems 
Science and 
Astronomy 

programs are offered at 
the Arizona campus. 

Undergraduate students 
can earn 16 or more 
Columbia University 

course credits. 

VOLVO SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 

Visit us at www.bio2.edu/education 
or contact student admissions at 

(800) 992-4603 or admissions@bio2.edu 

EARTH SEMESTER 

• Earth Systems Science 
and Policy 

• Field research in places 
such as the Sea of Cortez 
and the Sonoran Desert 

• Interdisciplinary teamwork 

UNIVERSE SEMESTER 

• Astronomy and Astrophysics 

• Night sky observation with 
a variety of telescopes 
including our 24" telescope 

• Access to professional 
telescopes at 
Kitt Peak Observatory 

Students may cross-register 
for select courses in 

both programs. 

APPLY NOW FOR 
SPRING 2001! 

Non-science and science 

majors we lcome to apply 

http://www.alliance.rice.edu/rsvp
mailto:hao@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.bio2.edu/education
mailto:admissions@bio2.edu
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Close call in election causes turmoil on campus 
by Ben J o h n s o n 

THRRSHKR M A T C H 

While t h e count ry is still wait ing for final 
presidential election resu l t s from Florida, Rice 
also ho lds its b rea th for a definite conclusion to 
the B a c k p a g e ' s A m I H o t O r N o t . c o m College 
President H o t n e s s Contest™. 

'ITie polls have officially closed, but a clear 
winner ha s yet to e m e r g e from the s to rm of 
political scandal and voter confusion. T h e r e 
suits from t h e Rice precinct have been an-
nounced, with Wiess College Pres ident Josh 
Katz winning with a h o t n e s s score of 7.6, fol-
lowed closely by Lovett College Pres ident Phil 
Alexander with a 7.3 average. 

As the candidate for the combined fringe 
parties o f j ones and Brown Colleges, T im Werner 
ha s b e e n cal led t h e Pat B u c h a n a n of t h e 
AmIHotOrNot election with h is total of 4.5; elec-
tion officials d e e m e d any votes cast for W e r n e r 
a mistaken at tempt to vote for Alexander. "There 
is no plausible explanation for why voters in the 
Rice precinct would suppor t an isolationist party 
that is so far r e m o v e d f r o m c a m p u s life," 
AmIHotOrNot webmas te r Robert Mor ton said. 

Voter tu rnout was o n e of t h e mos t impres-
sive in recent m e m o r y . Driven to de fend the 
sacred values of sha l lowness and col lege ri-
valry, Rice s tuden t s cas t m o r e votes for the 
AmIHotOrNot con tes t t han they did in e i ther 
the 2000 S tudent Associat ion e lec t ions or the 
U.S. presidential elect ion. Whi le only 725 un-
de rg radua te s took t h e t ime to c h o o s e t h e next 
leader of t h e free world, 894 Rice s tuden t s 
exercised the i r God-given r igh t to j udge o the r s 
solely on the i r looks. 

However , t h e s e stat is t ics a re be ing hotly 
con tes ted . Political pund i t s have leveled criti-
c i sms of ' fuzzy ma th ' a t t h e s e n u m b e r s , citing 
t h e fact that a s ingle individual could chea t 
and vote on t h e W e b page n u m e r o u s t imes. 
However , Rice s tuden t s ' unwaver ing adher-
e n c e to t h e Honor C o d e r e n d e r s this claim 
insubstant ia l . "It 's not like Jo sh Katz sat at h is 
c o m p u t e r and p r e s s e d the reload but ton until 
h i s fingers bled," obse rved Honor Council 
Cha i r Jeff C h a r b e n e a u . "Right, Josh?" 

However , voter t u r n o u t is not t h e only as-
pect of t h e elect ion in d ispute . Alexander ' s 
s u p p o r t e r s a re quick to point out the confus-
ing na tu re of t h e so-called ' t h e r m o m e t e r bal-
lot. ' T h i s label r e f e r s to t h e s t ruc tu re of the 
vot ing box, which dep ic t s a b lue line s tar t ing 
at t h e word N O T that then c h a n g e s gradual ly 
to red as it t e r m i n a t e s at t h e word HOT. T h e 
color c h a n g e also c o r r e s p o n d s to the increas-
ing n u m b e r s vo te r s can ass ign to the picture, 
s ta r t ing with 1 at N O T and end ing with 10 at 
HOT. 

"As a c h e m i s t y major , I found this ballot to 
b e e x t r e m e l y p e r p l e x i n g , " Caro lyn Leap, 
p rominen t O w l c h e m y m e m b e r , said. "Every-
o n e k n o w s that a b lue f lame b u r n s at a h i g h e r 
t e m p e r a t u r e than a red f lame, so I a s s u m e d 
that a vote at t h e b lue end of t h e scale indi-
cated a supe r io r h o t n e s s ra t ing. I feel that 
many sc ience-or ien ted Rice s t u d e n t s w e r e 
probably misled in a similar fashion." Carolyn 
den ie s that h e r political t ies to Lovett and 
Alexander migh t motivate h e r p ro tes t s against 
the ballot. 

Adding to t h e turmoil a re recen t allega-
t ions of voter f raud that have sur faced from 

Outraged Rice students violently protest the AmIHotOrNot Election scandal. 
LITTLE MAN/THRESHER 

THE "THERMOMETER BALLOT" 
V f c M S I M I L A R 
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inside the Katz campa ign implicating the can-
didate himself . Accord ing to an a n o n y m o u s 
source known only a s ' Josh Katz's gir l f r iend, ' 
t he Wies s p res iden t exploi ted family connec-
t ions in a d e s p e r a t e a t t empt for s u c c e s s and 
narcissis t ic validation. 

Violating election rules , Katz al legedly so-
licited suppor t from ou ts ide the Rice precinct 
by ask ing h i s m o t h e r to give h im a vote of 10. 
He vigorously denied t h e s e c h a r g e s of nepo-
tism, but r e fused to c o m m e n t on the sepa ra te 
accusat ion of high- tech esp ionage . T h e s a m e 
a n o n y m o u s source , also known by the alias 'K. 
Beth Higgins, ' c la imed Katz coerced a g r o u p 
of c o m p u t e r sc ience m a j o r s into c rea t ing a 
vi rus that would infil trate the W e b site and 
cont inuously cas t vo tes of 10 for the Wiess 
leader. 

With such a nar row g a p separa t ing him 
from victory, Alexander d e m a n d e d a hand 
recount . "With the recent discovery of corrup-
tion in my honorab le opponen t ' s camp, it 's 
obvious the election was riddled with f raud," 
A l e x a n d e r d e c l a r e d . " T h i s e l e c t i o n w a s 
founded on s o m e t h i n g pure , s o m e t h i n g beau-
tiful, s o m e t h i n g truly American: superficial-

ity. And now t h e uneth ica l tact ics of Josh Katz 
have ta inted that ideal not only for m e a s a 
potential winner , bu t for Rice s t u d e n t s a s a 
whole . Now with th is col lapse of d e m o c r a c y , 
a t t rac t iveness is no longer abou t how you 
appea r on t h e sur face , it 's about h o w you u s e 
y o u r mind . In Katz 's case , h e used h i s intelli-
g e n c e in dev ious ways to achieve victory while 
t h e res t of t h e cand ida te s uphe ld the t r ue 
spirit of the elect ion by re lying solely on o u r 
g lo r ious physical a t t r ibutes . By the way, h a v e 
you seen my pecs? T h e y ' r e spec tacular . " 

As the semester draws to a close and the 
holiday season approaches, we at the 
Backpage take a moment to count our 
blessings and cherish the memories. Re-
member that wonderful Backpage about 
Jesus at NOD? Or the one about the college 
cheers? Oh wait, that wasn't us. Thanks 
for the hate mall anywayl 

Happy HolidaysI 

S&M 

The 'Come on! Just try to tear them from my kung fu grip' Classifieds 
HOUSING 

SEEKING FEMALE ROOMMATE for 
charming Museum District house near 
campus. Cheap rent ($275) but no heat-
ing (just space heaters) . Available Dec. 
20, move your stuff in anytime. Contact 
hilaryy@rice.edu or call (713) 524-6431. 

GARAGE APARTMENT for student in 
exchange for chi ldcare/ tutor ing for 
three kids 10,12,14 years old. Average 
20 hrs . /week . Drivers license; non-
smoker . Call (713) 629-4487. 

ONE OR TWO ROOMMATES wanted 
to share spacious, furnished townhouse. 

Like c lockwork. 

WILLY'S PUB 

Close to campus. Call Felicia (713) 842-
7561 orsend e-mail to feliciae@rice.edu. 

ROOMMATE WANTED to share 4 /2 
house three miles from Rice in Bellaire 
area. $387+utilities. One room available. 
Washer/dryer, energy efficient, patio. 
Needed immediately. (281) 935-1002. 

ROOM MATE — female, N /S, to share 
a gorgeous , large 2-2 at Kirby & 
Westheimer. Available Dec. $430/ 
mo. Saundra — (713) 522-9956. 

HELP WANTED 
TUTORS WANTED - Winn Tutoring 
is hiring tutors for all elementary, 
middle and high school subjects. Earn 
up to $19/hr! Transportation is neces-
sary. Please call us at (888) 903-3230 
or s e n d e-mail to 
David@winntutoring.com. 

EARN $10/HOUR. Do membership 
data entry and light phone duty for a 
statewide property and water rights 
o rgan iza t ion . 10-20 h o u r s / w e e k , 
schedule flexible. Office located in 
downtown Houston. Call Chereesa 
Williams, (713) 752-5716 for fur ther 
information. 

THE PRINCETON REVIEW Galleria/ 
Memorial. Receptionist needed. Flex-
ible. Daytime hours available. Experi-
ence a plus. Hourly rate starting at 
$6.50 per hour. Please fax resume to 
Linda at (713) 688-4746. 

CHILDCARE / LANDSCAPING biz: 
Care for 3 and 8 year old girls in our 
home, Bellaire. Participate in business 
s ide of ga rden-based e -bus iness . 

Room, board and base salary pro-
vided. Outgoing and loving personal-
ity needed. (713) 664-5673. 

NEEDED: TUTOR for geometry and 
chemistry for sophomore student at 
Episcopal High School. Lives a few 
block from Rice. Two af ternoons or 
early evenings each week. Flexible 
on days. Teaching experience help-
ful. If you are interested, please con-
tact Shelly Daughtrey via fax at (303) 
471-8201 or send e-mail to her at 
Sdaugh3687@aol. com. 

NANNY NEEDED for 20-25 hours per 
week or evening baby-sitting on week-
ends in Meyerland area. Must be 18 
years or older, non-smoker and have 
own transportation. Call (713) 7214971. 

CHILDCARE / TUTORING: 15+ 
hrs . /wk. Evenings & weekend p.m. 3 
kids: 10, 12, 14 yrs. Driver; Non-
smoker . $8/hr . (713) 629-4487. 

ASSIST ANTTO EDITOR: PaperCity 
Magazine. Also general office assis-
tant. Part-time. Run er rands , file, 
manage mailing list, handle corre-
spondence. Twenty-five hours /week 
— flexible schedule. Must have own 
ca r . Send e-mai l to 
jim@papercitymag. co m. 

NEW POSTURE MATTRESS SET, 
never used, in plastic, selling $225. 
Headboard with frame, like new, will 
sell $135. (713) 728-3294, can deliver. 

NOTES & NOTICES 
EARLY ACTION DEADLINE for the 
2001 L e a d e r s h i p Rice S u m m e r 
Mentorship Experience is Wednes-
day, Jan. 31. Applications are available 
online. Quest ions? Send e-mail to 
susanl@rice.edu or cadams@rice.edu. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
QUARTER PRICE BOOKS. One mile 
north of campus. 3820 South Shep-
herd. Headquarters for thinkers. I>ow, 
low, low prices. Thousands of inter-
esting books. Named #1 best used 
bookstore in Houston by the Houston 
Press, November 1999. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions are 
published according to space 
availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 77005 1892 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(713) 348 3967 
(713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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