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Three suspected 
in computer theft 

by Olivia Allison 
THRKSHF.R F.DITORIAI STAFF 

Police arrested two Wiess seniors 
and a Sid a lumnus Monday and 
charged them with stealing a flat-
screen computer display from the 
Humanities Building. 

T h e accused pleaded not guilty 
to charges of burglary, a state jail 
felony, in court Wednesday. If they 
are found guilty, they could be sen-
tenced to six months to two years in 
jail or at least be put on probation. 
All three were released after posting 
$5,000 bail. Their next court date is 
Sept. 27, Jay Jackson, the assistant 
district a t torney prosecut ing the 
case, said. 

At about 10:15 p.m. Monday, a 
custodian in the Humanities Build-
ing reported that three subjects leav-
ing Room 226 knocked her down 

after she saw them stealing the moni-
tor. 

About 15 minutes later, Campus 
Police Cpl. Alex Adames arrested 
Wiess College seniors Scott Byer 
and Francisco Padua as they left 
Duncan Hall. A custodian working 
in Duncan said he saw the three 
standing on a table attempting to 
remove a video projector from the 
ceiling in a room, and they were 
leaving because he saw them. 

One of the subjects gave Adames 
permission to search his vehicle. The 
monitor was found in a backpack in 
the vehicle. 

Adames attempted to approach 
the third subject, Christian Martinez 
(Sid Richardson College '00), but he 
ran away from her. Officer Stephen 
Reiter began chasing Martinez but 
was unable to catch him. Martinez 

See COMPUTER, Page 10 

Will Rice kitchen manager dies 
by Brian Stoler 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Will Rice College kitchen manager Ivory Francis 
died Monday afternoon after suffering a heart attack 
while sitting at his desk. Francis was 44. He is 
survived by his wife Kim and a nine-year-old daugh-
ter. 

Funeral services for Francis are tomorrow at 11 
a.m. in the Little Union Baptist Church at 6609 Letcher 
Dr. in northeast Houston. 

Francis had a big impact on Will Rice in the 
semester he worked there, Will Rice President Fden 
King, a senior, said. King said the Will Rice Diet is 
establishing an award in Francis's honor to be given 
annually to a Will Rice kitchen staff member at the 
college's staff appreciation night. 

About 50 members of the college gathered Tues-
day evening in the Will Rice Private Dining Room to 
remember Francis. Students recalled him as a bright, 
energetic man, always willing to go the extra mile to 
make someone happy. 

"He had an incredible spirit," Will Rice Master 
Flise Sawyer said. "There was the most infectious 
smile on his face all the time. He could accomplish 

See FRANCIS, Page 10 
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COURTESY FOOD AND HOUSING 

Ivory Francis, who had worked at Rice for eight years 
at Brown and Will Rice Colleges and at training table, 
died of a heart attack Monday. 

Under the big top 
RENATA ESCOVAR/THRESHER 

Workers assembled the frame of a tent in Founders Court Monday afternoon. Rice's Capital Campaign will 
officially go public this weekend with events tonight and tomorrow night in the tent. Over half of the 
campaign's goal of $500 million has been raised. 

Students suspended 
t t 

m marijuana case 
by Elizabeth Jardina 

THRESHER KIHTORIAI. STAFF 

Two students were suspended for 
one year and two others were sus-
pended for one semester as a result 
of the Sept. 10 incident in which 
students were discovered smoking 
marijuana on at Baker College bal-
cony. 

The two students who received 
one-semester suspensions will also 
be rusticated for the spring semes-
ter. Two other students, who were 
not actually caught smoking, were 
given one year of probation. 

Four students were on Baker's 
third-floor balcony, a public space, 
at about 2:40 a.m. when Campus 
Police Officer Pete Martinez entered 
the balcony to investigate a strong 
marijuana odor he detected f r )m 
the ground, said a student who was 

present on the balcony. For purposes 
of clarification in this article, the 
student (who spoke to the Thresher 
on the condition of anonymity) will 
be called Student A. 

Four students on the balcony — 
Students A, B, C and D — were 
actually smoking marijuana, Student 
A said. Another student was sitting 
on the roof near the balcony, but he 
was not smoking. All the students 
on the balcony told the police that 
the fifth student does not smoke 
marijuana. He was not accused of 
anything and was not brought be-
fore the university judicial system. 

Then, according to student A, 
Martinez asked a few questions. 
Shortly thereafter, two other offic-
ers arrived on the scene. The stu-
dents and the officers moved from 
the balcony into Room 362, where 

See SUSPENSION, Page 9 

Food director resigns 
by Brian Stoler 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Matt Morgan has had a busy tenure managing food service 
at Rice. Since he began at Rice in August 1999, many of the 
college ki tchens have been renovated, plans for two new 
"superki tchens" have been refined, a new meal plan has been 
introduced and a new convenience store and Subway have 
opened in the Student Center. 

But now he 's moving on. 
Today is Morgan 's last day as assistant director of food 

operations. He's leaving to become director of food service for 
the Cypress /Fa i rbanks Independent School District. 

He said the move will give him a little more responsibility 
and free time to advance some personal goals, "it was a really 
tough decision to leave," Morgan said. 

Food and Housing Director Mark Ditman, who preceded 
Morgan as food manager , said he was shocked when Morgan 
told him he was leaving. 

"We're very happy for him, but we're sad for us," Ditman 
said. 

Ca te r ing Manage r Angela Riggs, who previously worked 
with col lege food service, will take over Morgan ' s job on an 
inter im bas is as a national search for his replacement be-
gins . 

Ditman said the department will conduct a search similar to 
the one that brought Morgan to Rice. He said he'd like to find 
someone as soon as possible but won't rush the search. "We'll 
try to balance the sense of urgency with making a great 
decision," Ditman said. 

Riggs spoke highly of Morgan. "We think he has been the 
best thing that has happened to College Food Services," she 
said. "What he 's put in place right now, we need to finish." 
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Volleyball Football 
Rice 0, Wisconsin 3 Tulsa 23. Rice 16 
Rice 3, Dayton 2 
Rice 3, South Florida 0 
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Students practiced for the dance to celebrate the opening of the 
Humanities Building Wednesday. The dance, to be held in October, will 
be free to students. See Story, Page 8; see Editorial, Page 2. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Isolated thunderstorms, 77-83 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 76 91 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 60-83 
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Welcoming students at 
the humanities dance 

No students approached him about the problem, no one had to 
protest the plan loudly for the administration to make a change — 
Malcolm Gillis heard about a student problem and came up with a 
solution. 

When the Rice president learned about the absurd plan to charge 
students for tickets to attend the dance performances commemorat-
ing the opening of the Humanities Building, he was shocked. Gillis 
had the President's Office arrange for one free performance open 
only to students only as well as 25 free student tickets to two other 
performances for the public. 

We appreciate his concern—now students won't have to shell out 
$5 a pop to see classmates and friends dance in a unique event. More 
importantly, we think the free tickets will actually encourage stu-
dents to attend the dance who otherwise wouldn't have gone. 

A resolution 
without conflict 

Kermit the Frog said it's not easy being green. At Rice, however, 
it's not really all that difficult. 

The Student Association Senate has made much ado about noth-
ing with its green space preservation resolution. It's all well and good 
to affirm the student body's appreciation of grassy, open fields, but 
to whom are we proving this? No one opposes the preservation of 
campus green space. In fact, the administration has repeatedly 
affirmed its commitment to green areas. Vice President for Student 
Affairs Zenaido Camacho has even said that when designing the new 
construction projects, preservation of green space was the 
administration's highest priority. 

The matter certainly isn't important enough to warrant an official 
senate resolution. However well-intentioned their actions may be, 
the senate shouldn't pass unnecessary resolutions — they dilute the 
value of other resolutions. When students and administration agree 
on an issue, it is not an issue. 

Biting the plan 
that feeds you 

Students who take unfair advantage of the meal plan claim that 
they're just trying to get their money's worth. But future meal plan 
buyers could find that harder and harder to do: Stolen food costs 
money for somebody, and you could find yourself paying for it 
through hikes in meal plan prices. 

Taking more than your fair share of pre-packaged items, espe-
cially ice cream, milk and yogurt, or getting more food to give to 
friends without meal plans, is stealing. Some students justify it by 
citing high meal plan prices. But College Food Service is not a for-
profit business; in fact, it is intended to break even every year. Meal 
plans cost so much because that's the price of operating eight small 
locations. Sure, we could have cheaper food — if students were 
willing to settle for one dining hall to serve all of campus or a drop in 
food quality. 

Instead of focusing on dead issues of meal plan structure and cost, 
students should focus their energies on telling Food and Housing 
ways they can improve on-campus dining — they're very receptive 
to suggestions. You can talk your college food representative or 
send e-mail to CFS at food@rice.edu. Have problems with food not 
being hot and fresh when you get it? Think there should be a fourth 
meal for late-night snacks? Want more fried mushrooms? Tell F&H 
— they really want to know what students want. 

Accessing our money 
Thanks to the continuing efforts of the Student Center's staff, 

there will soon be a new place to bank and withdraw cash on campus. 
Considering its security, hours of availability and proximity to 

places such as the Campus Store, the ATM will be ideally located — 
in the convenience store, itself proof of the Student Center's never-
ending quest to improve the building's resources for students and 
the greater Rice community. 

£ 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Martel founding needs 
discussion, support 
To the editor: 

We are listening. We have been 
meeting with the college governing 
bodies, the Student Association, mas-
ters and presidents, and we have meet-
ings scheduled with the college presi-
dents, the Academic Affairs Commit-
tee of the Board of Trustees and 1'resi-
dent Gillis. We will continue to listen. 

There are two parts to the plan for 
populating Martel College, l i i e first 
part, the formation of the Founding 
Committee, was approved by the Com-
mittee of College Masters last spring. 
This document can be viewed on the 
Martel College Web site: http:// 
www. ruf. rice. edu/~martelcg. 

The second part of the plan was 
proposed to the college masters and 
presidents at their meeting on Sept. 6. 
This was a list of "General Principles" 
to be considered and discussed by the 
masters and presidents. The discus-
sion was lively, there were changes 
made to the list, and there have been 
changes made since. If you read the 
approved part (first part) of the plan 
on the Web site, you will learn (see 
Item 8) that the plan of action for 
recruiting students to Martel will be 
developed by the Founding Commit-
tee with the approval of the "Commit-
tee of College Masters in consultation 
with the college presidents." 

When the Founding Committee 
has an approved plan of action for 
recruiting s tudents to Martel and 
other "start-up" procedures, we hope 
that the Rice University community 
will support their efforts. It is impor-
tant to the whole campus for Martel 
to have a good strong start. 

Regarding the editorial in the 
Thresher ("Confusing the freshmen," 
Sept. 15) to postpone Mattel's first 
Orientation Week to fall 2002, there 
are several impacts of that proposal 
that were not discussed: 

1. Martel would be a college with-
out freshmen during academic year 
2001-'02, sophomores during2(X)2-'03, 
juniors during 2003-'04 and seniors 
during 2004-'05. Martel would be an 
unbalanced college for four years. 

2. The 77zres/j£rhassuggested that 
Martel could continue recruiting up-
perclassmen to try to achieve a bal-
anced college over time. Again, we 
think it is totally unfair to impose the 
task of continually having to recruit 
students to work toward a balanced 
college upon Martel. 

3. Hie Ihresher suggested that 
Martel could recruit freshmen enter-
ing in 2001 after they have been 
through O-Week in their assigned 
college as opposed to their experienc-
ing a Martel O-Week. Would this not 
bea much moredifficult task for Martel 
and a greater hardship for freshmen? 

Arthur and Joan Few 
Martel College masters 

Christian groups do 
not threaten diversity 
To the editor: 

In his column ("Christian recruit-
ing begins to ignore campus diver-
sity,"Sept. 8), Michael Nalepa implies 
that Christian groups that post adver-
tisements in the colleges or in the 
Thresher threaten campus diversity. 

Two of Mr. Nalepa's a rguments 
are easy to challenge. He worries 
that such ads make the parents of 
new non-Christian s tudents uncom-
fortable. I do not doubt that some 
parents viewing such ads may fear 
for the religious (or irreligious) pu-
rity of their children, but if groups at 
Rice were to take these or analo-
gous parental worries into account, 
there would be no advertising by 
any group whose views might be 
controversial to o thers — that is, no 
advertising whatsoever. 'Hie proper 
response to any such parents is a 
lesson in the cultural geography of 
the United States. Mr. Nalepa also 
implies that such advertising hints 
that Rice University has a religious 
affiliation. However, it is unclear how 
advertising that has not been offi-
cially endorsed by the university 
could convey such an impression. 
In any case, I suspect that most in-
coming s tudents and their parents 
know of Rice's nonsectarian status. 

More se r ious is Mr. Nalepa's 
charge that such adsundermine Rice 
Diversity Training. That training, we 
are told, s eeks to "let new s tudents 
know that there are all sorts of dif-
ferent tolks at Rice and that they 
should accept and respect the people 
around them," a goal that is alleg-
edly undermined by an ad, signed 
by 33 faculty and staff members , 
that appeared in the Thresher on 
Sept. 1. However, this is a spurious 
notion of diversity that says, in ef-
fect, "We accept and respect you as 
long as you (o ryour faculty and staff 
supporters) keepyourv iewstoyour-
selves." We rightly question the com-
mitment to diversity of those who 
say this when race, sex, ethnicity 
and sexual orientation are at stake; 
why should we not do so when reli-
gion is at stake? 

Finally, Mr. Nalepa affirms the 
nature of the university as "a place 
for shar ing ideas and opinions, but 
not at the risk of being ethnocentr ic 
and closed-minded." I was not aware 
that the s igners of the Thresher ad 
constituted or spoke for an ethnic 
group, but perhaps Mr. Nalepa sim-
ply meant that they advocate a par-
ticular viewpoint not shared by ev-
eryone (or even a majority) on cam-
pus, or that they are convinced of 
the truth of their viewpoint and the 
falsity of o ther viewpoints (though 
the ad itselfconveyed nosuch claim). 
However, if only those ideas may be 
shared that are (or are potentially) 
accepted by everyone, or those that 

make no claim to exclusionary truth, 
the university would be a place of 
suffocating boredom. 

Mr. Nalepa's most telling point is 
revealed in his rhetorical question, 
"isn't religion one of the three things 
not to be discussed over dinner?" In a 
society that has from its early days 
sought ways to police and manage 
religious discourse, certain Christian 
groups are t ransgressors that cheer-
fully violate established norms. TTiis 
type of behavior, while highly prized 
in academia when other typesof norms 
are at stake, is still uncomfortable to 
many when normsgoverningreligious 
discourse are at stake. 'ITiere are rea-
sons for this, and by no means are all 
of them bad reasons. But we should 
keep a basic principle in mind. It is 
true that when such expression deni-
grates other persons or groups it pre-
sents o the r problems, to say noth-
ing of express ion that incites o thers 
to acts of ha rm. But the ads deni-
grate no one and certainly do not 
incite anyone, nor does Mr. Nalepa 
imply that they do. They do not, 
then, t r ansgress n o r m s to which we 

See NALEPA, Page 4 
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Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mai l , f ax , e -ma i l to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
let ters be submit ted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All le t ters mus t be signed 
and include a phone number . 
Rice s tudents and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request . 
• L e t t e r s s h o u l d b e no 
l o n g e r t han 500 w o r d s in 
length. T h e Thresher reserves 
the right to edit let ters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• l ips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the ThresherM (713) 348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscr ip t ions are 
available for $50domes t ic and 
$105 in te rna t iona l via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advert isements . 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 
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Guest column 

Technology complicates language classes 
I w a s at h o m e in N e w York City 
th i s pas t Ju ly w h e n I w a s o v e r c o m e 
by a c rav ing fo r Mal lowmars . It w a s 
3 a .m. I had Mal lowmars bu t no 
milk. I n e e d e d a qua r t of 
mi lk . D e s p e r a t e l y . T h e 
g r o c e r y s t o r e on t h e cor-
n e r had long s ince c losed. 
My only r e so r t was t h e 
b o d e g a on 107th. 

Somewhat bleary-eyed 
but de termined, I left my 
apar tment and walked the 
th ree blocks north. I got to 
the s tore and started look-
ing t h r o u g h t h e g l a s s -
doored coolers along the 
back wall. T h e r e was no 
milk. Dishear tened, I went to ask the 
young guy behind the counter if there 
was any milk left. He looked at m e 
blankly, "i QueT He didn't understand 
m e — and I didn't unders tand him. 
Eventually, I gave up and settled for 
NesQuik. As I walked h o m e that night, 
I realized tha tbuyingachocola tedr ink 
instead of milk was not the main prob-
lem with my encounter . 

My inability to effectively commu-
nicate with the clerk at that store made 
m e realize that language skills are 
important. For too long, I was one of 
those people who thought that every-
one in America should just learn En-
glish, and that I should make no effort 
to learn Spanish, a language many 
Americans speak. When I re turned to 
Rice this year, it was with a renewed 
sense of purpose. 1 was going to learn 
Spanish. My gung-ho spirit changed 
when I saw just how hard it was going 
to be — not to learn the language, but 
to do the work for the class. 

Suddenly , it h a s b e c o m e popular 
to offer c l a s ses at Rice with exten-

Lizzie 
Taishoff 

sive Web-based componen t s . T h e 
goa l s of t h e s e c lasses s e e m to be to 
e n c o u r a g e the u s e of t h e In ternet 
a n d i n f o r m a t i o n t e c h n o l o g y re-

s o u r c e s available at Rice 
and to m a k e s t u d e n t s ' 
lives m o r e difficult. 

I spent last Friday night 
pulling my hair out because 
I could not figure out how 
to download onto my com-
puter and play a video I had 
to watch for my class. In 
addition, there are a bevy 
of Web pages with pass-
words galore that make 
Spanish almost as much 
fun as Matlab. But it is not 

just the minor inconvenience of hav-
ing to find computers on campus with 
all the plug-ins, programs and capa-
bilities the Web pages require that 
upsets me. I am frustrated that basic 
grammatical instruction is expected 
to be done exclusively outside the 
classroom in an introductory class, 
and that these added technologies — 
which confuse more than they clarify 
— have not reduced the monetary 
cost of taking the course. 

College should not be like high 
school, where g rammar is drilled into 
s tudents ' heads until oil spurts out. 
However, one of the most important 
parts of learning a new language is 
gett ing a grasp on the grammar. 1 
have been so frustrated during the 
past few weeks, muddling through 
my lessons in class without under-
standing how to structure what I say. 
T h e grammar , my instructor informed 
me, was on the Web pages and in the 
textbooks. But reading grammar rules 
is one thing and learning them is an-
other. T h e excuse given to m e was 

that class time is so scarce that con-
versational practice must have prece-
dence over grammar . But most of 
what we say is wrong because we 
have not yet learned g rammar . 

Then there is the technology is-
sue. T h e programs only work on cer-
tain kinds of compute r s with specific 
programs. Compu ter Science 210 was 
not listed as a prerequisite for Spanish 
101, but after last Friday, I think it 
should be. I tried six of my friends' 
computers before I found one that 
worked. I could use the l a n g u a g e 
l ^b , but only if it were ever open when 
I did not have class. 'ITie amount of 
technical knowledge necessary to use 
the Web pages and their redundan-
cies are astounding. What is wrong 
with a paper syllabus and textbooks? 

Speaking of which, even with the 
technology enhancements , s tudents 
are still required to buy a $70 textbook 
and a $40 workbook. One goal of tech-
nology enhancement should be to 
reduce the cost of course materials. 
Resources could be available solely 
on the Web. Since the Web materials 
seem destined to stay a part of the 
curriculum, they should save me some 
money instead of adding aggravation. 
This is adding insult to injury. 

1 want to learn Spanish. My goal in 
taking this course is to become a more 
educated American for the 21st cen-
tury, as idealistic as that sounds. learn-
ing a language should be pleasurable 
and as easy as possible. If we are 
going to allow the use of technology in 
our classes, we should make sure that 
it truly enhances the learning process 
instead of defeating it. 

Lizzie Taishoff is photography editor 
and a Wiess College senior. 

Guest column 

Focusing on racial identity spawns racism 
The issue of race is one of the 
mos t tu rbu len t topics in society to-
day. Affirmative action, racial profil-
ing, e thn ic separat is t g roups , the 
Million Man March , t h e 
Ku Klux Klan and racial 
sensitivity t ra ining are all 
a spec t s of ou r cul ture that 
resul t solely f rom the fact 
that we have a variety in 
ou r skin p igmenta t ion . 

I'm go ing to let you all 
in on a little secret , though 
1 h o p e that you all know 
this already: T h e r e is no 
such th ing as a race of 
people . 

Amongs t u s erect , bi-
pedal m a m m a l s t h e r e is only o n e 
r ace — the h u m a n race. ITie only 
real d i f fe rence be tween us is t h e soil 
and t e m p e r a t u r e s on which our fore-
f a the r s lived. W h e n we subdiv ide 
f u r t h e r than that, all we accompl i sh 
is se t t ing t h e s tage for race wars , 
oppress ion and bigotry. 

Of c o u r s e , w h e n e v e r a wh i t e 
Anglo-Saxon male s u g g e s t s some-
th ing like this, racial t e m p e r s flare 
up fas ter than Bill Cl inton 's libido 
while wa tch ing a wet T-shi r t con tes t 
at t he local Hooters . People a re m o r e 
defens ive of the i r racial identity than 
a militia u n d e r s iege by the Mongo-
lian h o r d e s . 

And unde r s t andab ly so. T h e is-
s u e of race ha s been t h e fu lc rum 
point by which Afr icans w e r e b o r n e 
i n to s l a v e r y , A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s 
forced f rom the land that is r ight-
fully the i r s and J e w s and J a p a n e s e 
Amer i cans r o u n d e d up into concen-
tration camps . 

For millennia, people have been 
told they ' re inferior, they should be 
a s h a m e d and that they ' r e sub-hu-
man b e c a u s e of the i r race. After all 
of that , if people weren ' t sensi t ive 
about the subjec t of race, I'd th ink 
wt* m u s t b e paralyzed f rom the soul 
down. 

But a l though this t o u c h i n e s s is 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , it's also reaction-
ary and coun te rp roduc t ive . By in-
s is t ing that one e thn ic g r o u p is fun-
damenta l ly different in any way is to 
vindicate the w o r d s of every anti-

Garret 
Merriam 

a b o l i t i o n i s t , e v e r y Nazi , e v e r y 
Klan sman wh o ever set fire to a cross. 
W h e n we insist on our differences, 
w h e n we c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e our-

selves in o rder to prove 
them wrong, we've only 
demonstra ted their point. 

T h e trick to avoiding 
this inher i ted cu r se is to 
realize that the very bigot 
whom we condemn for 
i n s i s t i n g t h a t we a r e 
somehow divisible by our 
e thnic background is the 
progeni tor of all of our 
not ions of race. 

To undo him, we must 
disregard race while si-

m u l t a n e o u s l y r e m a i n i n g acu te ly 
aware of the racist. T h e amazing thing 
is that one follows directly from the 
other; once you stop viewing people 
as defined or even characterized by 
their skin color, it's remarkably easy 
to spot those who do. 

I don' t mean to sugges t h e r e that 
we should do away with culturally 
diversifying th ings like e thnic stud-
ies. Cul ture and race a re not the 
s a m e thing. So long as every univer-
sity in the country ha s a Caucasian 
S t u d i e s d e p a r t m e n t (colloquially 
re fe r red to as the History Depart-
ment ) , it 's only equi table that we 
cover all of our e thnic bases . 

T h e myth of race ha s played an 
impor tant part of our history, and it 
behooves u s to be aware of that. But 
it is important to recognize that this 
is an artifact of who we were, not a 
mark of who we are. If we cont inue 
to labor under this misconcept ion, 
we will never evolve beyond the pat-
rimonial x e n o p h o b e s we call ou r 
ances to r s , whom we hold in such 
disdain today. 

And for those of you who think 
I'm be ing foolishly naive, let me as-
su re you that I don ' t think racism is 
a th ing of the past. If I did, I wouldn' t 
be advocat ing that we stop thinking 
of ourse lves in t e r m s of our t incture. 
The fact is, we aren ' t over racism — 
we've just b e c o m e so guileful about 
d isguis ing it that we've even man-
aged to fool ourse lves . We think 
we ' re bet ter than t h e racists of yes-

te ryear because we disguise our big-
otry with politically cor rec t t e r m s 
such as "racial solidarity," "ethnic 
diversity" and "affirmative action." 
"Frying to cu re racism by a rgu ing 
our racial d i f fe rences is like trying 
to c u r e frostbi te by putt ing ice on it. 

Racism is racism is racism. In 
part or in whole, in h indrance of, or 
in favor of one g roup or another . 
Any sort of differential consideration, 
t r ea tmen t or p lacement of s o m e o n e 
on the basis of their race is, by defi-
nition, s t ra ight-up, bona-fide, 100 
percent pure , home-cooked , planta-
tion-style rac ism. 

if we have not c o m e far enough 
to realize what a mis take that is, 
t hen we have truly learned nothing. 

Garret Merriam is 
student in philosophy. 

a graduate 

Are you laughing with me or at me? 

Opening ceremonies display 
true spirit of the Olympics 
The opening c e r e m o n i e s of 
last Fr iday ' s Olympics in Sydney 
may prove to b e t h e m o s t memo-
rab le m o m e n t of the en t i r e two-
w e e k e v e n t . T h e r e 
w e r e no athlet ic com-
p e t i t i o n s , b u t w h a t 
h a p p e n e d in S tadium 
A u s t r a l i a tha t n i g h t 
e m b o d i e d m o r e of the 
sp i r i t of t h e g a m e s 
than any contes t could 
have. 

T h e w h o l e t h r e e 
and a half hour event 
was brea th tak ing . T h e 
f i r s t p o r t i o n w a s a 
h u g e d a n c e presenta-
tion. I 'm not usually 
too crazy about these , but this 
one was different . H u n d r e d s of 
Aust ra l ians told the story of the 
cont inent , taking both British and 
Aboriginal views into account . 

Next c a m e the parade of na-
tions, and a thle tes f rom 199 coun-
t r ies marched into the s tad ium. 
Many of t he se na t ions have been 
at war with ea,"h o tner , and s o m e 
a re still fighting, yet eve ryone 
was civil and even kind. 

Through the irony of the al-
phabe t , Iraq peaceful ly followed 
Iran in t h e process ion . T h e t rue 
marvels , though , were North and 
South Korea. 

Michael 
Nalepa 

It's nice that for 
two weeks every 

four years, we all 
get together and 

engage in friendly 
competition without 
tension or hostility. 

T h e s e two nations, which have 
been f ight ing a war against one 
a n o t h e r for about 50 years , c a m e 
into the s tadium toge ther . T h e y 
m a r c h e d under one flag, a white 
b a n n e r with a blue picture of the 
en t i re Korean peninsula in the 
cen te r . T h e r e was no line drawn 
at the 38th parallel — no border . 
T w o athletes , one f rom North 
Korea and one f rom South Ko-
rea, held the flag toge ther . 

Isn't that what the Olympics 
a r e supposed to be about? It 's 
n ice that for two w e e k s every 

fou r yea r s , w e all g e t t o g e t h e r 
and e n g a g e in f r i end ly compet i -
tion wi thou t t ens ion o r hosti l i ty. 

It 's a s h a m e we can ' t do tha t 
m o r e of ten . 

T h e O lympics a r e 
also s u p p o s e d to shock 
us . A th le t e s d o t h i n g s 
that m a k e t h e rest of 
u s w o n d e r if they a r e 
even h u m a n . Acts of 
b e a u t y , g r a c e a n d 
p o w e r leave u s in awe, 
and the Sydney torch-
l i g h t i n g c e r e m o n y cap-
tured all of t h e s e Olym-
pic qual i t ies . 

T h e f l ame was car-
ried on its final l egs 

a round the s tad ium by Austral ia 's 
f a m o u s female Olympic a th le tes , 
a powerful t r ibute to a h u n d r e d 
yea r s of female Olympians . 

As the torch circled the t rack, 
you could a lmos t feel eve ryone 
in t h e c rowd th ink ing , "Who will 
be the o n e to l ight t h e flame?" 

'Phe a n s w e r wasn ' t disappoint-
ing. Austral ian 400-meter r u n n e r 
and c u r r e n t wor ld c h a m p i o n 
Cathy F r e e m a n received the last 
hand-off and ran u p the s t eps to 
the cau ldron . 

S o m e s p e c u l a t e tha t Ca thy 
was c h o s e n b e c a u s e s h e is an 
Abor ig ine , but I h o p e that isn' t 
why they p icked he r . F r e e m a n is 
a be loved a th le te in h e r count ry , 
and that is b e c a u s e of h e r per-
sonali ty and c h a r a c t e r . 

T h e n e x t q u e s t i o n on 
everyone 's mind was how Cathy 
would light the flame. She ran up 
the steps, but all that was at the top 
was a pool of water with a waterfall 
c a s c a d i n g down into it f rom the 
top of t h e s t a d i u m . F r e e m a n 
walked t h r o u g h the waterfall into 
t h e c e n t e r o f t h e p o o l a n d touched 
the torch to the water . A r ing of 
fire s u r r o u n d e d her , and thecaul -
dron began to r ise a r o u n d her . 

As the f lame r o s e to the top of 
the s tadium, it was pret ty hard to 
speak . It was one of t hose ra re 
m o m e n t s w h e n y o u c a t c h a 
g l impse of what the world looks 
like when eve ry th ing is r ight . 

An e s t i m a t e d t h r e e billion 
people w e r e s ta r ing at televisions 
watch ing that m o m e n t . Human-
ity at its bes t was s t a r ing back at 
the TV c a m e r a , and I felt fortu-
na te to get a quick g l impse . 

After all, isn' t tha t what the 
Olympics a re all about? 

Michael Nalepa is opinion editor 
and a Lovett College senior. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

KALEP.4. tea h « r > 
are rightly ooHnmm«f 

Students nan - nevertheiesfc have 
isgrjmaa- reasons far titscuiniun n 
i n fi l l i f « 1 i CFuEdfer 
closure I was ask*** to a g e ear&er 
versions of the Thresher ad but de-
dined because a# my conviction thac 
the subject maner of Christian faith is 
inevitably distorted by this genre of 
advertising- ) But such advertising is 
no threat to campus diversity 

Gerald McKemmy 
Chair 

Department of Religious Studies 

Christian fliers take 
wrong approach 
Tc the editor. 

I was walking to brunch last Sat-
urday wrier. noticed a series of 
green fliers advertising "Rice 101." I 
stopped, gave up £ few moments of 
my precious time. arid read over the 
class info. As those of you who have 
seer this sign know the advertise-
ment turned out not to be for a Rice 
course but for the weekly meeting 
of ar. unspecified Christian organiza-
tion here on campus. I air, a Christian 
and have been one since birth, and m> 
immediate reaction was to take the 
fiier of the wall to prevent other people 
from seeing i t To whom it may con-
cern This is not the way to advertise 
Christianity on the Rice campus! 

As I stated earlier J arr. a Chris-
tian I understand that the religion is 
based upon evangelism. I a; so un-
derstand that evangelism is only 
evangelism if it works, and I car. tel. 
you from persona; experience that 
people in genera — and Rice stu-
dents specifically — don't like A 
b ng hit OR the head with non-na-
tive ideologies ir. their most basic 
and undeveloped form and then be-
ing expected to embrace them, or 
B having people try to trick them intc 

adopting those kieokjgies A and B 
are b a f t present in spades in most 
campus Christian organizations at-
tempts it- ( a n new converts, and I 
thmkthey couldn't be rooremispiacec 

1 realize that those of you who are 
responsible far thesecampaigns mean 
weE , but you have to realize thai vou re 
driving away more people than you're 
drawing in. as wet as grving Chris-
tians or. campus one more obstacle to 
overcome in any relationships thai 
they try to form with other students 
on campus 1 don't think that putting 
up fliers is wrong and 1 don't thmk it 
should be stopped. 1 do. however, 
think the messages ofthe fliers should 
change. 1 can't think of anyone who 
has converted to Christianity on the 
basis of a fiier tor a hundred fliers, for 
that mat te ' , no matter how clever it 
was 

Put up fliers But instead of giving 
your readers quick and easy direc-
tions to salvation, give them quick and 
easy directions to your next meeting 
so thai they can get the fuD picture an d 
not just a blurry thumbnail. 

Sol ViiiarreaI 
Baker junior 

Cheers send wrong 
message about Rice 
To the editor 

I agree with Michael Nalepa that 
the so-called Christian "recruiting" 
or campus probably alienates and 
offends many on our diverse c a m 
pus ("Christian recruiting begins t . 
ignore campus diversity " Sept » 
But I know of a practice at Rice that 
is far more disturbing our beloved 
college cheers. Although many s e e -
ready to defend this traditior which 
has actually only been around since 
the late 1970s to the death perhaps 
if they noted the profound similari-
ties to other not-so-popular forms of 
"free speech," they might change 

their tune a b i t 
The alleged "safe and open envi-

ronment" that Orientation Week and 
activities like Diversity Training s u p 
posed)) welcome us to is j u s a tad 
bit hypocritical when one examines 
the messages that the cheers send 
o u t A "shared respect" for all gen-
ders and sexual preferences? The 
language of the cheers definitely 
needs to be examined in concern to 
this, as over half of the audience is 
berated through rnisogynistic and 
homophobic chants. Our college 
cheers, which are supposed to give 
members of each college a sense of 
pride, actually alienate many in their 
profound attacks. We must realize 
that when such speech is institu-
tionalized as pan of an O-Week ac-
tivity (on the first day of a new 
student's life at Rice, no less), a seri-
ous attempt must be made to try to 
evaluate when "free speech" be-
comes indoctrinated discrimination 
— a thing far more dangerous than 
£ preachy fiier 

Sarah Cloots 
Hanszen sophomore 

War on drugs harms 
citizens, country 
To the editor: 

Hopefully the s tuden t s w --
smoked marijuana last week at Baker 
College have now realized that it is not 
a good idea to do so in a public place 
"Six students face marijuana posses-

sion accusations." Sept 15. But it is 
also time for all Rice students and 
faculty to speak up against the harm 
done to this country by the so-called 
" w r or. drugs" 

There are over one million first-
time non-violent offenders in our 
prisons, many serving ionger terms 
than violent criminals. This is in-
sane Spending nore and more money 
to support £ bad policy will not solve 

ITU BE A DELICACY 
IF IT WEREN'T SO DAMN BIG. 

C k i p o t l e 

BIG BURRITOS. SOPHISTICATED TASTE. 
KIRBY i NOTTINGHAM 

our problem, remember Vietnam 
One would think thai the laws 

against marijuana would have been 
changed long ago. But clearly it will 
take a concerted push to get most 
politicians to change their stand, re-
gardless of scientific evidence such 
as that of the Institute of Medicine 
Report in March 1999: Marijuana is 
much less dangerous than heroin, 
alcohol and cocaine and is not a 
"gateway" drug that causes the use 
of any other drug, but making mari-
juana illegal does establish a "gate-
way." 

Of course, not all drugs are equal, 
but giving false information about 
one drug discredits the information 
about all of them. It is also remark-
able that alcohol, which causes many 
more deaths than all other drugs 
combined, is left off the "war on 
d r u g s " Did D r u g czar Bar ry 
McCaffrey learn just a little from the 
experience of Prohibition' It is time 
for him to learn more — for example 
that treatment for hard drugs is at 
least 10 times cheaper than incar-
ceration. But then, hoping that a 
genera" will know how to deal with a 
medical problem is insane, anyway. 

Today at 12:30 p.m. there will be 
a rally at Tranquility Park down-
town to attempt to bring information 
to more Houstonians about the harm 
done by the "war on drugs." Try to 
be there. For those who wish for 
more information about the subject, 
the Drug Policy Forum ofTexas has 
an excel lent Web site (http:// 
www.dpft.org). Its president, Jerry 
Epstein (Baker '59), is a Rice alum-

Jean-Claude De Bremaecker 
Professor emeritus 

Geology and Geophysics Department 

MOB attacks wrong 
target at Tulsa game 
To the editor: 

The Rice vs. Tulsa game was bad 
enough. To make things worse, the 
Marching Owl Band had to tell the 
most lame, sexist joke I have heard 
in a while, involving dumb blondes, 
strippers and nuns. 

1 am an Owls fan and I happen to be 
a woman. From my place at the sta-
dium. it seemed that 40 percent of the 
Rice crowd consisted of women — 
students, faculty, relatives of the ath-
letes. etc. Making fun of the rival team 
or the registrar is a cool thing to do at 
halfume in a college game. Offending 
40 percent of one's own fan base is 
another thing altogether. 

Nomy Arpaly 
.Assistant professor 

Philosophy Department 

Shepherd School not 
for every student 
To the editor: 

Before 1 came to college. 1 imag-
ined it as a veritable smorgasbord of 
learning — a gigantic pallet of sub-
jects that I'd never heard of. from 
which I'd sample with discrimina-
tion any particular subject that 
caught my eye. "Know everything 
about something," my college guid-
ance counselor said, "and something 

about everything."That summed up 
my idea of the college experience 
Looking at my schedule for the past 
three semesters , you'd say I was 
well on my way to the latter s t a t e 
ment at least. 

I arrived at the Shepherd School 
of Music eager to learn everything 1 
could about a subject I'd always 
loved, confident that I could push 
myself to the limits of my musical 
creativity without neglecting other 
personal potential. I would graduate 
with a bachelor of music and a bach-
elor of arts; 1 would pass out of the 
easier music requirements and turn 
to the university at large. What 1 
found was a place where concerts 
worthy of Carnegie could be heard 
for free almost every night, a net-
work of famous and charismatic fac-
ulty, a rigorous load of music courses 
and a diverse body of fantastically 
accomplished students. There ' s no 
bet ter environment for the com-
pletely devoted young musician. 

Unfortunately, not all music ma-
jors fit into that category. Even as I 
was enthralled by the genius of the 
Shepherd community, 1 was dis-
mayed to find that my college expe-
rience was not shaping up at all ac-
cording to plan. Getting out of any 
requirement seemed to arouse some 
sort of suspicion, and trying to get 
information out of the Shepherd 
administrators about double major-
ing wasdownright discouraging. My 
vague notion of a double degree in 
English flew out the window, as did 
d reams of discovering within some 
previously unexplored department 
my hitherto untapped enthusiasm 
for sociology, ancient Greek philoso-
phy or Middle Eastern botanical 
studies. In trying to juggle my re-
sponsibilities as a music major with 
my desire to be well-rounded. I lost 
my focus in both worlds. 

Shepherd students are not here to 
explore every facet of the intellectual 
opportunity offered by a university 
like Rice; they're here to become bet-
ter musicians. Not all of us are wiling 
to accept that My second year in the 
program began with agonizing talks 
among friends, family and myself on 
how much I was personally willing to 
give up for the extraordinary musical 
opportunities offered at Shepherd. I 
did come up with alternatives, though 
none were easy choices or ones that 1 
was ready to make: drop out of Shep-
herd, or get a bachelor of arts in mu-
sic. There's even a poorly contrived 
(and little recommended) "diagonal 
plan" for students who want to take 
more than one non-music course per 
semester. 

The plain fact is, those student 
enrolled in the Shepherd School of 
Music are getting a professional d e 
gree. And as much as music majors 
may complain about the isolation 
and misunder s t and ing from our 
academ and SF peers, the experi-
ence we are getting as musicians at 
Shepherd is unrivaled. It does, how-
ever, force us to make choices ear-
lier than we'd like to and requires us 
to have the maturity to think practi-
cally and seriously about an ever-
approaching future. And that is as 
much a part of college as a class in 
foreign cult films of the 1920s. 

Katie Soper 
Jones sophomore 
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SA resolution asks Rice 
to consider green space 

by Chase Danford 
FOR THE THRF.SHKR 

The Student Association Sen-
ate passed a resolution Monday 
night to voice students' concerns 
about the quantity and quality of 
campus green space. Wiess Col-
lege President Josh Katz and 
Wiessjunior Josh Ginsberg spon-
sored the resolution. 

'There 's a feeling that, during 
a period of massive concurrent 
campus construction, Rice's long-
standing commitment to having 
a large proportion of the campus 
dedicated to green space has 
been ignored," Ginsberg said. 

The resolution calls for the 
Rice administration to continue 
its commitment to green space 
conservation. 

Specifically, it requests a guar-
antee by the administration to 
convert the land on which Wiess 
sits into green space after the 
building is vacated and later de-
molished. 

It also requests the creation of 
new playing fields and the im-
provement of existing fields and 
green space. 

Ginsberg said he hopes the 
SA resolution will give voice to 
student sentiment on the issue. 

"Having a beautiful campus is 
important to us," Ginsberg said. 
"We want to reinforce that it's a 
priority of students to have green 
space." 

After several minutes of dis-
cussion at Monday's meeting, 
voting members of the SA passed 
the resolution unanimously. 

"I'm pleased with the way it's 
worked out," Wiess senior Matt 
Mitchell said. 

"Well, for the SA, they've done 
a pretty good job. They've actu-
ally responded to our desire to 
actually effect change. It's made 

a difference." 
The administration wields fi-

nal authority over any changes in 
c a m p u s landscaping , but 
Ginsberg is optimistic. 

"I think this is one thing 
where the students and the ad-
ministration can definitely see 
eye to eye," Ginsberg said. 

T h i s is something they've 
made clear that they would give 
us if we asked for it, and we're 
asking for it, so I don't think 
there will be any problems." 

The administration does ap-
pear to support the student initia-
tive to preserve green space. 

"It's an issue we've discussed 
for several years," Vice President 
for Student Affairs Zenaido Ca-
macho said. 

"Our No. 1 priority was the 
preservation of green space, and 
the president and the entire ad-
ministration is very much in fa-
vor of that." 

Campus support for the reso-
lution appears widespread. Many 
students voiced their approval for 
the SA's actions. 

"I think anything that encour-
ages a face-lift is a good idea," 
Lovett College sophomore 
Shervin Shirvani said. 

"It's a kind of a shame that all 
this construction is taking away 
from the beauty of Rice." 

Other students agreed that 
green space should be a prior-
ity. 

"I think it's very important to 
have a lot of g r e e n space in light 
of the green space that they've 
taken away," Jones College se-
nior Jennifer Trub said. 

"I'm from Jones College and 
we really miss all of our open 
green space and our volleyball 
court and deck and everything, 
so I think it's good that they want 
to put it back." 
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Subway impacts student center food sales 
by I.aura Derr 

THRKSHKR STAFF 

Subway has increased overall food revenues in the 
Student Center, but sales at Sammy's and Willy's Pub 
have decreased this semester. 

'ITie success of Subway "far exceeds the expecta-
tions of both Subway Incorporated and myself," Assis-
tant Director of Food Operations Matt Morgan said. 

Total sales in the Student Center have increased by 
about $2,000 a day, Morgan said. 

The combination Subway and convenience store, 
which opened this fall next to the Campus Store, aver-
ages about $3,200 on a weekday — $2,500 of that in 
Subway revenues. Sammy's brings in about $3,000 a 
day, down from $4,000 last year at this time. 

Students at the Student Association retreat two weeks 
ago raised the issue of bringing late-night service back 
to Sammy's, which now closes at 3 p.m. because Subway 
is open until 2 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. Subway 
earns about $300 after midnight, Morgan said, and he 
thinks revenue might be better with Sammy's late-night 
reopening. 

He said there is more demand for pizza and ham-
burgers than subs in the late hours. 

Eric Lindsay, an off-campus Hanszen College sopho-
more, said he likes he would prefer to have Sammy's 
open late-night. "I like Sammy's late-night because it's 
more of a restaurant," he said. 

However, other students like Subway because the 
food is healthier. "I use [Subwayl a lot, usually for 
late-night snacks," Brown College senior Ken Doman 
said. 

"Sammy's food is good but a little greasy.. . . Subway 
makes me feel a lot better, health-wise," he said. 

Morgan met with college presidents yesterday to 
discuss possible options. 

"We may change Subway hours to open late-night 
Sammy's," he said. "We'll come up with something that 
works for everybody." 

If Subway were to close late at night, the convenience 
store could still stay open. 

Willy's Pub is experiencing a sales slump. 
"We're not selling as many sandwiches this year," 

Pub Manager Mike Hauenstein, a Hanszen College 
senior, said. He said the Pub has been lowering its daily 
orders but still doesn't sell all of them. 

According to Student Center Assistant Director 

VIANNA DAVILA/THRESHER 

Will Rice College junior Farhaad Virani eats a Subway 
sandwich while Will Rice junior Annie Huang eats 
Sammy's pizza. Subway, open until 2 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday, replaced Sammy's late-night. 

Paul Sutera, at this time last year the Pub ordered 150 
sandwiches a week. This year it orders about 85 a 
week. 

Sutera said it's too early to definitively know the 
reason behind the decrease in business. 

"It could be the newness of the Subway [or] the meal 
plan change," Sutera said. "People are more apt to eat at 
the colleges, which is a good thing." 

There has been no change in pizza or smoothie 
sales. 

Hauenstein said the Pub will keep selling sandwiches. 
"We're going to continue to be open for lunch no matter 
what," he said. 

If the food service in the Student Center makes a 
profit, Morgan said the money will be invested in equip-
ment to provide better food in the future in the Student 
Center or the colleges. 

On Sale 

Barenoked 
mm® 

s» v,. 

% ar('( n H 

Sifl 

Houston Chronicle [o j lrsVeghs BI1W 

12 PAVILION 
ra 4 ST «|GTT TO THf CONCfRT 
| H M S: EARLY 
U W J I i i i i i s 

71 3 fr2S AMI X 

II »vtoti «r« r»ln o 

1 
get tickets at sfxj.com 

Sf X, and the SFX logo are service marts ot SFX Entertainment, Inc. 

'Tickets also available at 713 829-3700, and from Foley's and aH otha t i c f c o l n w j t e r 
outlets. All dates, acts and ticket prices subiect to change without notice. A service charge 
is added to each ticket pnce Brought to you by SFX. 



THE RICE THRESHER FRJDAY. SEPTEMBER 22.2000 

New counselor to focus on outreach 
by Rachel Rustin 

FOR THE THRESHER 

People like to say that the grass is 
always greener on the other side of 
the hedges . In the case of Salimah 
Adam, a new member of the Rice 
Counseling Center staff, it was true. 

"I had heard a lot of the excel-
lence of academia here ?.t Rice and 
the beautiful campus — so many 
positive things — that I had to apply 
when 1 found out there was a posi-
tion here," said Adam, who became 
staff psychologist and outreach co-
ordinator Aug. 1. 

Adam's position at the Counsel-
ing Center is not a new one, but for 
the past year, it had been filled by a 
temporary employee. 

Before Adam's arrival. Counsel-
ing Center Director and Assistant 
Dean of Student Affairs for Health 
Programs Lindley Doran said there 
was a gap in the types of treatment 

offered. 
"We were eager to bring some-

body in who could jump right in and 
work on more prevention programs 
and work closely with Health Ser-
vices and the Health Education Of-
fice," Doran said. 

As outreach coordinator, Adam 
will work with student organizations 
and other departments on campus. 
She will also see three or four clients 
a day for counseling. 

The variety of her duties is one of 
the things that drew Adam to Rice 
after working at the University of 
Houston for two years, she said. 

"I really enjoy outreach, interact-
ing with students .. . in an informal 
way for both health issues and non-
health or social issues," Adam said. 

Adam will also be taking over the 
role of College Assistance Peer Pro-
gram adviser this year. 

CAPP will be going through some 
reorganization, and Adam said she 

is excited to be working with this 
year's students. 

"We're really looking forward to 
doing a lot of outreach," Adam said. 
"Our goal this year is to be more 
visible on campus and more utilized 
by students." 

Adam is also in the process of 
forming a new multicultural group 
on campus and is currently looking 
for students to be members of the 
group. 

"It's a group designed for people 
who are minority students, interna-
tional students or anyone who's 
struggling with their cultural iden-
tity and how to ... be more comfort-
able with that, and learn about other 
cultures," Adam said. 

The Counseling Center will be 
hosting National Depression Screen-
ing Day Oct. 5 in the Grand Hall in 
the Rice Memorial Center, one of 
several outreach days the center will 
host throughout the year. 

Counseling center office gains space 
Office now has separate entrance and exit, electronic record system 

by Rachel Rustin 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Rice Counsel ing Center has 
expanded and added a new entrance 
its office on the third floor of Lovett 
Hall. 

Counseling Center Director and 
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs for 
Health Programs Lindley Doran said 
the new layout will give students 
more privacy. 

The old office layout had a single 
door and one waiting room, which 
meant students waiting to see coun-
selors and students leaving appoint-
ments saw each other. 

However, this larger office, like 
their old office and most of Lovett 
Hall, is not compliant with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. 

Both Doran and Director of Dis-
abi l i ty Support S e r v i c e s Jean 
Ashmore said the center's counse-
lors are aware of the problem and 
sufficiently meet the needs of dis-
abled students. 

The center was able to expand by 
taking over space previously occu-
pied by professors' offices and the 
Journal of Feminist Economics of-
fice. Feminist Economics moved off-
campus to the Rice building at 5512 
Greenbriar. In the new, larger of-

m 
Better Ingredients. 

Better Pizza. 

5814 Kirby In Rice Village 

(713)432-7272 
Rice University Specials 

1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $8.49 

1 X-large, 2 topping pizza, 2 Ltr. Coke $11.99 

Late Night Special - After 9 p.m. 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $7.99 

Now open late Friday & Saturday night until 1:00 a.m. 

Play "Beat the Clock" Every Monday Night 
Get one large, one topping pizza, for: 

Order Time Price 
5:00 to 6:00 $5.99 
6:00 to 7:00 $6.99 
7:00 to 8:00 $7.49 

KIJANA KNIGHT/THRESHER 

Salimah Adam is the adviser to the College Assistance Peer Program, and 
also coordinates outreach for the Rice Counseling Center. 

fice, the center is also moving to-
ward an electronic record keeping 
system. 

Th i s system, installed during 
summer 1999, was customized over 
the past year. The office is adding a 
computer where students can enter 
background information directly into 
the center's database. 

After the system is fully tested 
for security, it may be possible for 
s tudents to a c c e s s t h e s e forms 
through the office's Web site. Doran 
stressed that the system will be se-
cure and will save students time by 
eliminating the need to fill out pa-
perwork. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period Sept. 12-18: 

Residential Colleges 
Jones College South Sept. 13 Wallet stolen from backpack. 

Will Rice College Sept. 13 Male student threw water from 5th 
floor onto victim. Officer advised 
student to cease. Masters 
contacted. 

Wiess College Sept. 15 Report of six male students 
operating three stolen golf carts. 
Carts were being operated in a 
dangerous manner by crashing 
them into objects. Three males 
transported to police station and 
later remanded to master. 

Academic Buildings 
Baker Hall Sept. 

Fondren Library 

Fondren Library 

Baker Hall 

12 Lamp stolen. 

Sept. 15 Backpack stolen. 

Sept. 15 Visitor reports her book stolen. 

Sept. 18 Backpack stolen from office. 

Humanities Building Sept. 18 

Other Buildings 
Rice Memorial Center Sept. 12 

Rice Memorial Center Sept. 15 

Rice Memorial Center Sept. 15 

Rice Memorial Center Sept. 15 

Cox Fitness Center Sept. 18 

Parking Lots 
East Stadium Lot Sept. 15 

West Stadium Lot Sept. 16 

Other Areas 
College Way 

Entrance 8 

Sept. 13 

Sept. 14 

Staff member reported three 
subjects who knocked her down 
and ran from the building. Computer 
reported missing. All three subjects 
arrested for theft and transported 
to Harris County Jail. 

Theft of two candy machines 
reported. 

Stolen camera reported. 

Backpack stolen. 

Student reported backpack stolen. 

Student reported bicycle stolen. 

Student reported a vehicle 
vandalized. 

Report of failure to stop and give 
information after complainant's 
vehicle was hit. 

Tree limb fell on student's vehicle. 

Minor two-car accident. 

talk to us 
thresher@rice.edu 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Wiess masters search begins 
by Elizabeth Decker 

FOR T H K T H R B S H E R 

If all had g o n e according to plan, 
Wiess College Masters John and 
Paula Hutchinson would have been 
preparing to move into a new col-
lege building at the end of this aca-
demic year. 

Ins tead , t h e y a r e p r epa r ing to 
m o v e off c a m p u s , and Wies s ha s 
fo rmed a s ea r ch c o m m i t t e e to find 
the i r s u c c e s s o r s . 

T h e H u t c h i n s o n s had p lanned to 
ex tend the i r mas t e r s ' t e rm two yea r s 
longer than t h e tradit ional five yea r s 
in to he lp e a s e t h e col lege transi t ion 
to the new W i e s s bui lding. 

H o w e v e r , w i th t h e e x p e c t e d 
move-in da te moved to fall 2002, they 
have c h o s e n to leave at t h e end of 
this, the i r sixth year . 

T h e s ea r ch for new m a s t e r s will 
officially begin Oct. 4 with a recep-
tion s p o n s o r e d by t h e c o m m i t t e e for 
all t enu red faculty m e m b e r s inter-

ested in becoming masters at any 
college. 

W i e s s Col lege President Josh 
Katz, a senior, appointed junior Amy 
Schindler as chair of the masters 
search committee. 

Schindler and Katz then selected 
nine other Wiess students and ap-
pointed Wiess Resident Associate 
and Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering Professor Bill Wilson to 
serve on the committee. 

Of t h e thirty-one s tuden t s who 
s igned u p to be on the commit tee , 
H u t c h i n s o n , S c h i n d l e r and Katz 
c h o s e two seniors , t h r e e juniors , 
t h r ee s o p h o m o r e s and one fresh-
man. 

'Hie Hutch insons themse lves will 
serve only in an informal recrui t ing 
capacity, he lp ing to give potential 
mas t e r s an idea of what it is like to 
serve as col lege mas te r s . 

"I t 's a b e t t e r job than I eve r 
t hough t that I would have — it's a 
be t t e r job than I think I will ever 

have again," John Hutchinson said. 
"It's an a b s o l u t e l y w o n d e r f u l 
lifestyle, and I would encourage 
people to take advantage of the fact 
that they are at Rice and that this 
opportunity exists, because it's very 
unique." 

The Hutchinsons said they have 
very much enjoyed their time at 
Wiess and that they will miss serv-
ing as masters. 

"I will miss the c lose connec t ions 
with so many people who w e have 
b e c o m e such close f r i ends with," 
John said. 

"I love be ing part of their lives — 
I love b e i n g ab le to h e l p t h e m 
th rough difficult t imes. I love be ing 
able to ce lebra te with t hem when 
s o m e t h i n g exci t ing happens , " h e 
said. 

Hutchinson will cont inue in his 
jobs as a chemis t ry professor , assis-
tant vice pres ident for Student Af-
fairs and director of Academic Ad-
vising. 

RBT begins fall season with new equipment 
by Parul Patel 
FOR T H K T H R E S H K R 

Rice Broadcas t Televis ion began 
fall b r o a d c a s t s Sept . 14 with on-air 
audi t ions for new recrui ts . Official 
p r o g r a m m i n g began yes te rday with 
t h e first e p i s o d e of "Owl ' s Eye 
News," which airs T h u r s d a y s at 10 
p.m. 

RBT acqui red about $3,500 worth 
of new e q u i p m e n t for t h e fall s emes-
ter. 

Hie organizat ion b o u g h t s o m e of 
the equ ipment and the res t was given 
to the organizat ion by the New Me-
dia & Student C o m p u t i n g depart-
m e n t , R B T P r e s i d e n t T r a v i s 
J o h n s o n , a H a n s z e n Col lege sopho-
more , said. 

RBT, which b r o a d c a s t s on Rice 
Cable Channe l 11, b o u g h t televi-
s i o n s , VCRs , a s w i t c h e r and a 
s o u n d b o a r d , a m o n g o t h e r th ings . 

New Media & S t u d e n t Comput-
ing dona ted c a m e r a s and a feedback 
moni tor with a swi tcher that c h a n g e s 
be tween video and aud io s ignals to 
RBT last year . 

S o m e of the dona ted equ ipmen t 
had originally been used for a dis-
t a n c e - l e a r n i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
project called OWLink five or six 
yea r s ago, a cco rd ing to Mul t imedia 
In f ras t ruc tu re Informat ion Technol -
ogy Specialist T h o m a s Lytle. 'Hie 
e q u i p m e n t w a s m o v e d f r o m t h e 
OWLink c l a s s room to the new RBT 
office in Mudd Building in late spr ing 
2000. 

J o h n s o n said in t h e past , RBT, 
which s h a r e s its c h a n n e l with feeds 
f r o m NASA and the r e s e a r c h chan-
nel, couldn ' t tell if its p r o g r a m m i n g 
was on the air or not wi thout calling 
s t u d e n t s ' d o r m rooms . Now, RBT 
h a s the ability to know when its 
s h o w s are on the air. 

DANIEL KOCEVSKI/THRESHER 

Jones College sophomore Jerry Vera, Jones senior Phil Estrera and Rice 
Broadcast Television President Travis Johnson, a Hanszen College sopho-
more, direct the first RBT recording. 

"We have a lot more power as far 
as be ing creat ive and the ability to 
do different things," Johnson said. 

T h e station is now able to receive 
input f rom sources o ther than a video 
camera , to s t r ing a video f rom a 
c o m p u t e r and to display a still im-
age, J o h n s o n said. 

J o h n s o n expec t s the improved 
capabil i t ies to br ing new program-
ming possibili t ies. He said h e hopes 
to m a k e "Owl's Eye News" a be t te r 
news show. 

J o h n s o n said RBT h o p e s to pro-
duce two piore s h o w s in addition to 
improving the news show and con-
t inuing last year ' s "Dr ink ing with 
Phil" s e g m e n t . 

S o m e s tuden t s said they enjoy 
RBT's p rog ramming . 

"1 wa tched 'Owl Eye News , ' and it 
was cool ," J o n e s Co l l ege s en io r 
Vivek Mittal said. "1 liked the on-air 

audit ions. 'Dr inking with Phil ' was 
awesome." 

Baker College junior Neil Little 
agreed , saying he would like RBT to 
p roduce more shows. "1 t hough t it 
was really funny," h e said. "It was 
very enter taining. I would like to see 
more shows." 

However, Lovett College sopho-
more I .aura I 'ate said she did not 
enjoy the shows RBT produced last 
year. 

"For the mos t part , it was a waste 
of t ime," s h e said. "TTiey tried really 
hard, but it never worked out." 

RBT also plans to show main-
s t ream movies not yet in video rental 
s to res yet on its station. I"he cost to 
air each movie will be about $600, 
and the fund ing for this project will 
c o m e f rom bus ines s adver t i sements 
on t h e RBT c h a n n e l d u r i n g the 
movie. 

Today, September 22 
Final Day To Submit 

Martel Founding 
Committee Applications 

Located at 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~martelcg/ 

Questions? few@rice.edu, joanfewPrice.edu 

Frequently asked questions. 
Can Seniors apply? Yes 

' ' " "" T„ ^ r . Can Seniors who join Martel graduate 
C JI < 1 -fcCjrfc with their original College in 2001 ? Yes 

If I join Martel, can 1 live in and participate in 
my original college. Yes! D u r i n g this academic 

year, 2000-2001, Martel members have dual citizenship 

STUDENT A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• The senate approved the Japanese Student Association. Contact 
Emma Philips at kreisler@rice.edu for more information. 

• The Senate passed a resolution supporting the improvement of 
existing green space on campus ,and the creation of additional 
green space. 

• The Sports and Health Committee will be meeting next week with 
LPAP Course Coordinator Daniel McMasters to discuss making 
Autry Court uniforms optional. Those interested in helping can 
contact Brown College Senator Lindsay Cover at lindsayc@rice.edu. 

m SA Sports and Health Committee Chair Monica Verduzco spoke 
about having col leges adopt spor t s t e a m s and having varsity 
a th le tes run spor ts clinics for their col lege 's intramural t e a m s . 

• The SA will sponsor a voter registration drive Tuesday from 8 a .m. 
to 8 p.m. in the Grand Hall of the Student Center . 

• The meal plan was d i scussed . Director of Food and Housing Mark 
Ditman will be invited to at tend the next SA meeting. 

The next meeting will be at 10 p.m. on Monday, Sept . 2 5 in Farnsworth 
Pavillion, Ley Student Center. 

In the story "Chef begins Rice experience in Brown College kitchen" 
in the Sept. 15 issue, Training Chef Mark Hernandez ' s n a m e w a s 
misspelled. In the s a m e story, Managing Chef Roger Elkhouri's n a m e 
was misspelled. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 

RICE 
ALLIANCE 

/ ° r T E C H N O L O G Y and 
E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P 

Innovation Concept 
Forum 

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2000 
9:00AM -1:30PM 

in McMurtry Audi tor ium, Duncan Hall 
Pre-register at http://www.alliance.rice.edu/rsvp/ and walk-up 

waitlist available starting 8:00 AM 

Keynote Speaker wil l be: 
R o b S h a w , P r e s i d e n t a n d C E O of E m e r g i n g 

Presenters wil l be: 
* D e r e k R u t h s a n d J e f f e r s o n H o y e , u n d e r g r a d u a t e s a n d C o -

Founders, "The Presence Software System" 

* C h r i s S t a c y , P r e s i d e n t of C h r i s S t a c y & A s s o c . , P.C. a n d 

T i n a J o n e s , V - P a n d C O O of B l u w a r e , I n c . , " T w i L i f e . c o m " 

* J a m e s W a n g , u n d e r g r a d u a t e a n d F o u n d e r , " M a c r o c o s m " 

* W . M i c h a e l Bate s , P r e s i d e n t a n J C E O , a n d S t e w a r t W a g n e r , 

V-P and CTO, "foodlocker.com" 

* S a l l y Terre l l S m i t h , R i ce a l u m n a a n d D i r e c t o r , a n d M i c h e l l e 

Larkins, Director of IT, "Connect Learning" 

Discussion Panelists wi l l be: 
* Jul ien S m v t h e , par tner and co-head of Techno logysec t ion at A k i n . 

G u m p , Strauss , Haue r & Feld , L. L. P. 

* Oerrik D e y h i m i , Pres ident of the Western Region of Iconixx 

Please visit the Al l iance webs i t e at h t tp : / /www.a l l i ance . r i ce . edu . 

T h e full a g e n d a for the F o r u m on Sept . 23, 2 0 0 0 is p o s t e d at: 

http://www.alliance.rice.edu/Calendar/ 
The Rice Alliance for Technology & Entrepreneurship is a 
bold new initiative by Rice University that joins the resources 
of the Brow n School of Engineering, Jones Graduate School 
of Management, and the Wiess School of Natural Sciences. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~martelcg/
mailto:few@rice.edu
mailto:kreisler@rice.edu
mailto:lindsayc@rice.edu
http://www.alliance.rice.edu/rsvp/
http://www.alliance.rice.edu
http://www.alliance.rice.edu/Calendar/
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Humanities dance preparations underway 
by Tommy Belanger 

THRKSHF.R STAFF 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Students holding books rahoarso Wednesday outside the Humanities Building 
for the dance that wMI be performed Oct. 1S-21. 

The dance production to cel-
ebrate the opening of the Humani-
ties Building, entitled "Open Book/ 
Open House," will be performed Oct. 
18-21. The first performance on Oct. 
18 is free and for students only, while 
the Oct. 20-21 performances will be 
open to the public. 

The building will be dedicated in 
an Oct. 19 ceremony, followed by a 
dance p e r f o r m a n c e for invited 
guests. 

The dedication and the perfor-
mances will begin at 8 p.m. 

Interim Dean of Humanities Gale 
Stokes emphasized the uniqueness 
of the performance. 

"No site-specific performance like 
this has taken place in Houston in 20 
years," Stokes said. 

"The idea is [to] enrich the con-
cept of what Rice is to the people of 
the Houston community and the Rice 
community as well." 

P r o j e c t C o o r d i n a t o r D e b s 
Ramser (Will Rice '86) said this is 
the largest production she 's ever 
worked with, incorporating over 50 
dancers, a well-known professional 
c h o r e o g r a p h e r and an original 
score. 

C h o r e o g r a p h e r S t e p h a n 
Koplowitz, with the help of Rice 
Dance Theatre, will be directing the 
dance. 

The dance involves seven profes-
sional dancers and others from the 
Rice and University of Houston com-
munities, including m e m b e r s of 
RDT. 

Koplowitz has directed perfor-
mances at Grand Central Station in 
New York City, the British Library 
in London and Union Station in 
Washington, D.C. 

"(Koplowitz) insists that the danc-
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HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO GET IN? 
Students will not be charged admission to the dance performances 

celebrating the opening of the Humanities Building. 
They were originally going to be charged $5 to attend the perfor-

mances. 
President Malcolm Gillis said he was shocked when he heard 

students would have to pay to see the performance. That was not the 
right note to hit," he said. However, since plans had already been 
made to make the event ticketed, sending tickets to the colleges 
seemed to be a more effective solution than arranging another system 
for students to attend the dance. 

The Oct. 18 performance is free to students, and 25 free student 
tickets will be distributed at each college for the Oct. 20 and 21 
performances, sponsored by the Office of the President. "The students 
who cannot go on Wednesday night [Oct. 18] can just get, from their 
college, these tickets, which will either have been paid for by the 
President's Office or.. . somehow or another covered," Gillis said. 

"If we [need] more than 25 per college, let me know," he said. "I 
would hope that with the free performance on Wednesday, that the 25 
tickets per college will be enough, but if it's not, I want to hear about 
it. We'll take care of it." 

Admission to the Oct. 20-21 performances will cost $10 for the 
general public and $5 for members of the Rice community. 

ers participate in the creative pro-
cess," Stokes said. 

The dancers agree. 
"He gives us a basic idea, and 

then he lets us create movement 
based on that idea," RDT Co-Presi-
dent Kristen Dybala said. 

She explained that during the first 
few days of rehearsals, Koplowitz 
would tell the dancers about an idea, 
and the dancers and he would try 
several different things to see which 
one fit the idea the best. 

Rehearsals began around Aug. 
16 and will continue until the perfor-
mance. 

During the weeks that Koplowitz 
is in Houston, the dancers will re-
hearse for four days a week, four 
hours per day. 

Participating students will get 
course credit for their work through 
the Kinesiology Department. 

I^ocal composer Anthony Barilla 
will write an original musical score 
for the performance, a "unique and 
rather difficult task," according to 
Ramser. 

"Barilla is writing the music to fit 
the dance. He's working in such a 
short time frame, basically, the month 
of September," Ramser, a profes-
sional stage manager, said. 

Trish Rigdon, the associate di-
rector of the Rice Players, will de-
sign the costumes. 

Lighting for the production will 
be designed by Kevin Rigdon, Trish's 
husband and two-time Tony award 
nominee. 

Stokes said the theme of humani-
ties is a major part of the dance. 
"Everything that the performers do 
will be related to how students and 
teachers experience the humani-
ties," Stokes said. 

Audience members will also be 
initially seated near the Inner Loop 
outside the Humanities Building 
and will follow performers through 
the building for about an hour, fi-
nally returning to their seats out-

side the building for the grand fi-
nale. 

Dancers will be both inside and 
outside the building. 

The dancers within the building 
will be in the lobby, the stairwell and 
some classrooms on the first floor. 

Audience m e m b e r s will also be 
able to view some offices on the 
second and third floors, though the 
offices will not have dancers in 
them. 

"They told us that we should try-
to display what we do in this room," 
History Assis tant P ro fesso r Kva 
Haverkamp said. Her office will be 
open during the performance. 

'Everything that the 
performers do will be 
related to how students 
and teachers experience 
the humanities.' 

— Gale Stokes 
Interim dean of Humanities 

"1 have some books that 1 really 
l ike. . . . 1 will show something medi-
eval and something modern and the 
connections between them." 

Rice Ambassadors will help es-
cort people through the halls, though 
they will not act as "tour guides," 
Ramser said. 

"You have to think about the au-
dience seeing things from different 
points of view and at different times," 
Dybala explained, noting that the 
setup is more complex than usual 
since the audience is able to roam 
throughout the building. 

During the performance, seating 
ar rangements will require the Inner 
Loop to be blocked off. 

Spontaneous 
We have 

Emergency 
Contraception. 
c , n 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 3 0 - P L A N 

and be connected to the nearest clinic 

O P lanned Parenthood® 
u of I louston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

www.pphouston.org 

http://www.callpremier.com
http://www.pphouston.org
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Two received probation 
SUSPENSION, from Page 1 
s tudents B, C and D lived. They 
were joined by Baker Resident As-
soc ia te G r e g Marsha l l . In ter im 
Baker Masters Joan and Arthur Few 
were out of town that night. 

Martinez asked the students to 
give the police any marijuana they 
had. "He said, 'I'm going to give you 
guys a chance to show me anything 
I'd get if we searched the place,' so 
that 's when the officers split up to 
allow us to look around and search," 
Student A said. 

Accompanied by Martinez, Stu-
dent A went through the bathroom 
to Room 361, the adjoining room of 
the suite and his home, to retrieve 
marijuana from his common room. 

Martinez said because marijuana 
and smoking implements were found 
in the common room of 361, he 
needed to wake the two sleeping 
occupants of the room — Students E 
and F — to get their names. Accord-
ing to Student A, Students E and F 
were asked if they had smoked mari-
juana in the past and if they'd smoked 
with Students A, B, C and D in the 
past. When E and F said yes, they 
were asked give up any marijuana 
they had. 

Student A said that to his knowl-
edge, s tudents E and F had not 
smoked that evening. 

Then , A, E and F (as well as 
Martinez) returned to Room 362. 
Students C and I) had given up some 
of their marijuana but not all of it. 
Student A said. 

"The cop went into [Students C 
and D's] room," Student A said. "It 
took him about twenty seconds to 
start yelling for (them). ... In addi-
tion to the pot [Student C] had al-
ready turned in, they had found prob-
ably another ounce." StudentsC and 
D claimed they forgot about the ad-
ditional marijuana, Student A said. 

"They also found some other 
bongs and some cash in proximity to 
that, and that made them think that 
thecash was involved in drug deals," 
Student A said. 

Student A said that Students C 
and D had the most the most signifi-
cant amounts of marijuana. 

After that, Martinezgave Student 
A another chance to look for any-
thing more on his side of the suite 
and Officer Dennis Senter took Stu-
den ts C and I) to the Campus Police 
station. Student A remembered that 
there was a pipe in student E's desk 
in the common room of Room 361 
and gave it to Martinez. "I gave that 
to him, and it was more lecture, and 
they left." 

Greg Marshall and the other stu-
dents waited in Room 362 until C 
and D were released, at about 6 a.m. 
Sunday morning. "We all went out to 

House of Pies," Student A said. 
Sunday afternoon, the six stu-

dents had a meeting with the Fews. 
"At that point, they told us that they'd 
be trying to intervene, etcetera, et-
cetera. At that point, I expected to 
get rusticated," Student A said. Rus-
tication is not a disciplinary penalty 
given out by the Rice judicial sys-
tem. It can only be imposed on a 
student by his master. 

The case was turned over to act-
ing Assistant Dean for Student Judi-
cial P r o g r a m s Allen Matusow. 
Matusow met with students A, B, E 
and F the next day. He was still 
investigating the cases of students C 
and D. Matusow said he conducted 
his own investigation to supplement 
the information given to him by the 
police. 

Students A and B, who were on 
probation because they had been 
caught smoking marijuana last year, 
were suspended for two semesters. 

S tudents E and F, who were 
asleep at the time of the incident but 
admitted that they had smoked mari-
juana in the past, were given two 
semesters of probation. 

Students C and I) had more mari-
juana than the o t h e r s t uden t s . 
Matusow questioned Student A to 
find out whether C and D's mari-
juana was for personal use or if they 
intended to sell it. Student A said he 
told Matusow that they had no in-
tent to distribute it. 

S tuden t s C and I) were sus-
pended for one semester. In addi-
tion, the Fews decided that they both 
will be rusticated for the next se-
mester. 

Student A spoke regretfully about 
what happened. "Over last year, 1 
was definitely a habitual pot smoker 
— that was all I did after classes 
every day, so me and [Student B] 
were placed on probation on the last 
day of classes last year," he said. 
"Over the summer I had plenty of 
chances to do some thinking. ... I 
decided it was maybe time to stop 
fucking around and time to start 
working hard." He said he had been 
smoking less frequently this year. 
"For me, it was completely the most 
unfortunate thing that could have 
happened." 

He also said he felt the penalties 
the involved students received were 
stiff. "I get a strong suspicion that 
the punishments we received were 
on the stricter side because the uni-
versity wants to send a message," he 
said. 

However, he said he understands 
that the police were only doing what 
they had to. 

"I don't blame anybody for pick-
ing me up," he said. "If you want to 
smoke, you pay the price." 

five-second rule, 
coffeehouse.j 
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Why is TIAA-CREF the 
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The TIAA-CREF 
Advantage. 
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package 

Year in and year out, employees at education and 

research institutions have turned to TIAA-CREF. 
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• A solid history of performance and exceptional 

personal service 
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NEED $5500 •>97 • • • 

The first award for the Dr. Bill Wilson Student Initiative Grant will be made this fall. 
The fund provides support for an innovative or entrepreneurial student project to i m P r o J e 

student activities or campus life. Be creative: this can be seed money tor projects such as 
upgrading lighting or sound equipment at one of the colleges in support of college thea re, 
or start a new enterprise such as The Undergrounds, or provide assistance for tltes art ot 
a new student organization. Proposals will be accepted immediately, and the ea 
Sept. 29,h.. The award is approximately $5500. Any Rice student may submi a 

proposal. 

Send your proposal to: Dr. Bill Wilson Grant c/o Paula Hutchinson Master, Wiess 
Col l ege ( M S 738) . 

The award(s) will be announced in October, 2000. _ — 

• • 

A BETTER WAV TO EAT 

Cafe Express now at the Museum in the new Audrey Beck Building. Great food and 
spectacular surroundings with no waiters, no tipping and no hassle. Access Cafe Express from the 

street via the exterior stairwell on the corner of Main and Bissonnet. 

5601 Main St. 713 .639.7370 

Open Tue, Wed, Sat, & Sun 11 am - 7 pm Thur & Fri 11 am - 9 pm 

WWW.CAFE-EXPRESS.COM 
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Will Rice establishes 
award in Francis' honor 
IVORY, from Page 1 

virtually everything anybody asked 
him to do, and he did it with a smile. 

One student recounted a story 
about Francis's dedication to fulfill-
ing her request. "It was Friday when 
I was going through the line, and I 
didn't see any peppermint tea, which 
is my favorite," Will Wee sophomore 
Becky Sisson said. "So I just asked 
him if he had any in the back. ... I 
think he searched the entire back. 

"He said, 'I'm sorry, I'll get you 
some.' He went next door to Ix>vett, 
and they didn't have any, so he came 
back and said, 'I'm real sorry, they 
didn't have any.' Monday at lunch, 
mint tea showed up, and I just kind of 
chuckled because sometime in be-
tween Friday and Monday he must've 
remembered to go look for it. And I 
was just so impressed — he must 
have so many things going on back 
there [yet he was able to remember) 

one person's petty request." 
It was this kind of personal atten-

tion that endeared him to students. 
"He loved all of us kids at Will 

Rice like we were his children," Will 
Rice sophomore JaMisJackson said. 
"He will be very deeply missed." 

Francis came to Rice in 1992 and 
initially worked in the Brown Col-
lege kitchen. After four and a half 
years, he was transferred to Sammy's 
to be the chef for training table, the 
dinner service for varsity athletes. 
Francis was well liked and effective 
in the new job. "Ivory was the person 
who got training table on track," 
Food and Housing Director Mark 
Ditman said. 

Francis moved to Will Rice in 
December 1999 when the Will Rice 
ki tchen supervisor ret ired. "If it 
needed to get done, Ivory would do 
it," said Angela Riggs, interim assis-
tant director of food operations. 

Students charged with burglary 
COMPUTER, from Page 1 
was apprehended about 20 minutes 
later in the garden of a residence 
north of campus, where a prowler 
had been reported. 

Campus Police Chief Bill Taylor 
said officers collected substantial 
evidence supporting the charges, 
including fingerprints from the pro-
jector and monitor and shoeprints 
from the table in 1 )uncan Hall where 
the subjects were allegedly stand-
ing while trying to remove the pro-
jector from the ceiling. 

'Hie custodian workingin Duncan 
Hall, who also works in Sewall, told 
Adames he thought he recognized 
the suspects from an incident a few 
months ago in Sewall Hall, when he 
saw subjects standing on a ladder to 
remove a projector from the ceiling. 
He said he did not report them be-
cause he thought they were fixing 
the equipment, but the projector was 
gone the next day. 

Both Taylor and Adames said the 
three subjects arrested Monday are 
suspects in the thefts of video projec-
tors from Sewall Hall reported Dec. 
20, Jan. 24 and April 6. Taylor also 
said it is possible the subjects are 
connected to the theft of speakers 
worth $4,000 that were reported sto-
len from Keck Hall March 24 and 
equipment reported stolen from the 
language Resource Center July 11. 

Police sent the evidence to the 
Harris Cou n ty Sheriffs Office to ana-
lyze whether the fingerprints on the 
remnants of stolen projectors match 
the fingerprints of the suspects, 
along with the evidence collected 

Monday. 
Campus Police Sgt. Ix's Hulsey 

said although they have marked the 
tests as high-priority, it could be 
several weeks before results are 
known. 

"It is only speculative right now, 
but there is a good possibility these 
subjects are involved," Taylor said. 
"It's not unusual to have just a few 
people cause a lot of problems on 
the campus." 

Adames said Martinez had run 
from police officers in the past "for 
no apparent reason," and some offic-
ers were familiar with him. 

P a d u a ' s W e b s i t e ( h t t p : / / 
www.owlnet.rice.edu/~spider) also 
mentions running from police offic-
ers. '"ITiis below is a typical sight of 
my boys and I trying to outrun the 
police," one page of the site states, 
above an animated police vehicle 
chasing a person on a motorcycle. 
'Hie site continues, "of course, we 
never get caught ... never ...". 

Taylor said he does not believe 
the incident will change how the 
buildings are locked at night. "We've 
got to keep these facilities available 
for those that will use them cor-
rectly, and even if we have card read-
ers, it doesn't prevent this from hap-
pening," Taylor said. 

Byer is a member of the track 
and cross country teams. Jon War-
ren, assistant track and cross coun-
try coach, could not comment on 
disciplinary action against Byer be-
cause the coaches were u naware that 
Byer had been arrested in connec-
tion with the incident. 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

<713> 523-7770 

i % 
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One Medium 

One-Topping Pizza 

| &c 1 Drink 
| Offer valid with coupon only. Price* may vary. Customer pays sales 

^ tax where applicable. Driven carry lest than $20. Cash value l/20« y 
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One Large 
One-Topping Pizza 

6c 2 Drinks 
Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales 

^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value l/20<t y 
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Go for 

The eyes of the world might be focused on 
Sydney, but METRO is the one to watch in 2000. 

We're rolling out our fleet of new buses, and 
we need bus operators now! 

If you're team oriented, driven to succeed and ready to work, 
we're ready to put YOU in the driver's seat. 

Join our winning team, and you'll not only earn competitive pay 
and benefits, you'll also be on the fast track to a great career. 

METRO offers 
Paid training 
Paid holidays & vacations 
Medical benefits 
Advancement opportunities 
FREE transportation for employee & spouse. 

For more information, call METRO'S Jobline at 713-739-4046 
or visit our Web site at www, ridemetro. org. 

METRO IN M O T I O N 
M E T R O L i n e 7 1 3 - 6 3 5 - 4 0 0 0 w w w . f i d e m e t r o . o r g 

http://www.fidemetro.org
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I H THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

SEPT. 29, 2000. 

EDLTQ 
p i c k s 

t o m o r r o w 

• SISTER SEVEN 

| Austin band Sister Se ven, 

4 which recently released its 

i 
new album Wrestling Over 

Tiny Matters on Arista 

"f Records, brings its groo vy 

€ rock sound to the F abulous 

Satellite Lounge. 

3 6 1 6 Washington Ave. 

For more info, call 

(713) 869-2665. 
T 

* S u n d a y 

f 

HOUSTON WOMEN 
IN FOLK 

SHOWCASE 

Established Houston 
I 
| performers Elizabeth White, 

» Melissa Adams and Teresa 

Kolo, along with Rice 's 

|j own folk rock er Annie Lin, 

\
bring their var ying styles, 

ranging from "ethereal 

\ to grrl-worthy," to this 

I showcase of the musical 

i power of H-town women. 

7 p.m. Sunday. The 

* theater of the SRO Sports 

I Bar & Cafe. 2517 S. 

J Gessner Road. $5. 

( 
f t h u r s d a y 

sfi i III-) N !) )ul 11 hi- CHAIRS. h.H-

YO LA TENGO 

They're one of the big 

names in indie pop music, 

and they're coming to 

town. Yo La Tengo plays 

Fitz's in support of their 

recently released album 

And Then Nothing Turned 

Itself Inside Out. 

Fitzgerald's. 2706 White 

Oak, at Studemont. 

$10. For more info, call 

(713) 862-3838. 

Crowe's 'Almost Famous' almost flawless 
Mariel Tam 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Almost Famous, writer/director 
Cameron Crowe's ink-stained love 
letter to rock 'n' roll, is a real gem. 
The film's story, about a 15-year-old 
rock journalist who goes on tour 
with his heroes during the summer 
of'73, would be wildly improbable if 
it weren't loosely based on Crowe's 
own experiences. 

almost famous' 

Rating: * * * * 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

In theaters . 

Crowe's stand-in, the precocious 
and perpetually wide-eyed William 
Miller (Patrick Fugit), may be more 
sweet than "dark and mysterious" 
(as he proclaims himself), but the 
film rarely stoops to exploit poten-
tial sentimentality. Rather, Almost 
Famous manages to examine rock 
with both a critic's eye and a fan's 
love, filtered through the eyes of a 
perceptive, unjaded youth. 

The film opens in 1968 with Wil-
liam at age 11 (Michael Angarano) 
and his dysfunctional family. His 
single mother Elaine (Frances 
McDormand), a college professor, 
is raising two kids in San Diego in 
the aftermath of the '60s, which 
means that she enforces strict regu-
lations on sex, drugs, rock 'n' roll 
and soy products. Eighteen-year-old 
Anita (Zooey Deschanel) only wants 
to be normal and she rebels, se-
cretly smuggling LPs and plotting 
her escape. 

In a scene both ludicrously funny 
and poignant, Anita puts a Simon 
and Garfunkel album on the turn-
table and tells her family, "This song 
explains why I'm leaving home and 
becoming a stewardess." She's gone 
to look for America, and she be-
queaths her vinyl collection to Will-
iam, who falls hard for rock 'n' roll. 

Fast forward to 1973, when fan-
boy William (Fugit) meets up with 
his hero, rock critic Lester Bangs (a 
shaggy and magnificent Philip 
Seymour Hoffman). Taken with the 
kid's writing ability and sheer love of 

I 

NEAt PRESTON/DREAMWORKS PICTURES 

Writer/director Cameron Crowe (right) chats with actor Billy Crudup on the set of Almost Famous. 

music, Bangs becomes the boy's 
mentor. William starts freelancing 
for Creem magazine and somehow 
scams his way into a 3,000-word fea-
ture for Rolling Stone. 

Lester warns William to keep his 
distance from the rock stars: They're 
cool, and they'll make you feel cool 
to get a favorable write-up, but crit-
ics will always be part of the uncool. 
However, William allows himself to 
be lulled into friendship with a band 
when he goes on tour with Stillwater. 
A fictional foursome that 's part 
Allman Brothers, part Led Zeppelin, 
Stillwater is on the verge of both 
making it to the top and breaking 
down. 

What threatens to tear the band 
apart is guitarist Russell Hammond's 
(Billy Crudup) growing popularity 
and lead singer Jeff Bebe's Oason 
Lee) jealousy over the stolen spot-
light. Along for the bus ride (and 
sharing hotel quarters with William) 
are the band's loyal groupies, led by 
Penny lane (Kate Hudson). 

Almost Famous is essentially a 
coming-of-age story and a sensitive, 
funny one at that. The film follows 
William as he deals with the kind of 
stuff you probably didn't have to: an 

HOW YOU GONNA START MY HEAD? 

McQuarrie can't aim 'Gun 
Dalton Tomlin 
THRESHER STAFF 

Perhaps the best word to describe 
The Way of the Gun is uneven. Al-
though it has some good dialogue, 
an interesting character or two and 
some of the best gunfights since 
Heat, the rest is a muddled, confus-
ing mess that opts to get more and 
more complicated instead of straight-
ening itself out. 

'WJ 'way of the gun' 

Rating: + + 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

In theaters . 

The film is the directorial debut 
of Christopher McQuarrie, who is 
best known for his Oscar-winning 
screenplay The Usual Suspects. 
McQuarrie wrote the script for this 
movie as well, so to say that most 

fans had high expecta-
tions is probably an un-
derstatement. 

The film's narrator is 
Parker (first names, in 
the world of criminals, 
are not necessary or 
cool), played by Ryan 
Phillippe. In this movie, 
Phillippe doesn't seem 
as young and annoying 
as he's come across in 
such teen flicks as Cruel 

overprotect ive if well-meaning 
mother who keeps shouting anti-
drug warnings, harsh magazine edi-
tors who don't take kindly to missed 
deadlines, and groupies who wan t to 
ritually deflower William at every 
podunk tour stop. 

Crowe hits and rarely misses. He 
gives the audience a lot of good 
laughs: Scenes like the acid-fueled 
encounter between rock star Russell 
and the down-to-earth teens of 
Wichita, Kan., far outnumber the 
cheap gags. And there's only one 
big clunker among the few feel-good 
scenes — the almost obligatory bus 
sing-along. 

William could've been played 
from the cute angle, but Fugit's pro-
tagonist is not just a dopey, doe-
eyed upstart. As he hangs out with 
his heroes, William's got a perma-
nent look of bemusement on his 
face, as if he's still surprised by his 
sheer luck. But when William starts 
to realize that the world of rock is 
not as idyllic as it seems from the 
outside, Fugit plays it serious, far 
wiser than his years. 

As William's friends on the road. 
Hudson's Penny and Crudup 's 
Russell are imbued with just the right 

amount of contrasts. Hudson juxta-
poses her character's effervescence 
with a private kind of sadness and 
hopefulness when her rock 'n' roll 
world starts to fall apart. Crudup's 
character wavers between emotions 
— disgust for William the critic but 
friendship for William the fan; a 
seemingly genuine tenderness for 
Penny that evaporates when his girl-
friend re-enters the picture; and the 
conflict between his musical ambi-
tions and loyalty to his longtime 
bandmates. 

William's overprotective mother 
is drawn a little broadly and is the 
target of a few cheap laughs, but 
McDormand plays her with just the 
right note of desperation. And as the 
petulant, jealous lead singer Jeff, Lee 
is at home in a role he was born to 
play (though I assume he wasn't 
born with the quintessential '70s 
flowing 'do and the gruff 'stache). 

Combine these elements with 
Crowe's excellent knack for setting 
scenes to music, and Almost Famous 
hits all the right notes. Whether 
you're a classic rock aficionado or 
not, the film's honest, earnest story 
should be enough to win you over. 
But this one's really for the fans. 

Intentions and I Know What You Did 
Ixist Summer, but he also seems like 
he's trying too hard to get past that 
image, using a heavy-tongued voice 
a la A1 Pacino's Serpico. 

The other lead character is 
Longbaugh, played by the always-
entertaining Benicio DelToro {The 
Usual Suspects, Fear and Loathing in 
Las Vegas). If there's one enjoyable 
character, it's him. When he does 
talk, it's usually either funny or sur-
prisingly smart. 

Parker and Longbaugh are a pair 
of criminals whose most interesting 
characteristic is how much commu-
nication between them is unspoken. 
Much of the time, simple looks con-
vey their thoughts to one another, 
even when the audience doesn't 
know what the hell they're thinking. 

During an interesting opening 
scene, they overhear information 
about a surrogate mother named 
Robin Ouliette Lewis) and find out 
that her employer of sorts is multi-
millionaire Hale Chidduck (Scott 
Wilson). After an unseen gunfight, 
Parker and Longbaugh trick her 
bodyguards, successfully kidnap her 
and go to Mexico in hopes of collect-
ing a huge ransom. 

Then the plot gets complicated. 
The two bodyguards are pissed off 
and want to recover Robin to make 
their boss happy, but they also have 
a side plan or two going on. There's 
also Chidduck's bagman Joe Sarno 

See GIJN, Page 14 
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VIANNA DAVl lA 'THRESHER 

Coffeehouse Swanky Jazz Night 
The Coffeehouse hosted an evening of jazz Sept. 1.4 in the Brown 
Courtyard outside the Student Center. Lovett College senior Tim 
Bonner played flute for the Brad Demarest Quartet. 
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air 

SCORE TO 'THE 
VIRGIN SUICIDES' 

Both the book The Virgin Sui-
cides and its film adaptation are eerily 
lovely, and the score (this isn't the 
soundtrack) follows suit nicely. Air 
is a French group with a trance-
electronica sound flavored with a 
touch of techno. Their score is care-
fully orchestrated and weaves to-
gether recurring themes to ensure 
the album's coherence while includ-
ing enough variety to keep the lis-
tener engaged. 

T h e first track, "Playground 
Love," features vocals by Gordon 
Tracks, and its languid feel sets the 
scene nicely for the instrumental 
pieces that constitute the rest of the 
album. 

On the whole, this is a mellow 
score with a few up-tempo tracks 
like "Dead Bodies" thrown in to spice 
things up. As far as the sound, think 
updated Pink Floyd but a little more 
techno; think Massive Attack but a 
little more ambient trance. This isn't 
a CD you'd throw on to get your 
dance party started — it's a passive 
sound that you might listen to while 
you chill. 

The two pieces that feature spo-
ken word — "Word, 'Hurricane,' 
The" and "Suicides Underground" 
— have the potential to be a bit 
corny if you're not really into this 
CD, but they add interest and a dif-
ferent dimension to the album. 
"Word, 'Hurricane,' The" starts out 
with smooth synth sounds, flows into 
a short spoken-word piece about a 
hurricane, then evolves into a vio-
lent musical rendering of the storm. 

On "Suicides Underground ," 
Giovanni Ribisi reads various ex-
cerpts from the novel aloud over a 
light drumbeat and a breathy ambi-
ent soundscape reminiscent of a 
choir, accented by melodic guitar 
and bass lines. 

H is narration is slowed-down and 
deepened in pitch, and the overall 
effect is a perfect ending to the al-
bum — dark, creepy and almost 
dreamlike, leaving you with that 
prickly feeling on the back of your 
neck. 

pastor troy and 
the congregat ion 

BOCK I 

Pastor Troy, the self-proclaimed 
"Down South Georgia Boy," released 
one of the best underground rap 
albums ever in 1999, the confronta-
tional We Ready & I Declare War. 
That album, which features explo-
sive lyricism and disses against 
Master P and No Limit records, pro-
pelled Troy to a record deal with 
Universal, with whom he will re-
lease his second solo album this fall. 

But compared to We Ready,Troy's 
new album Book I is a disappoint-
ment. Memphis producer S.M.K. has 
failed to create a sound that meshes 
well with Troy's lyrics and style, es-
pecially on such songs as "Havin' a 
Bad Day" and T h r o w Dem Bows." 
The attempt to combine the Mem-
phis and Georgia styles is clearly 
misguided. 

Troy also fails to replicate the 
brilliant lyricism of his first album. 
Troy's strength is as a storyteller, 
but there are no songs with a story to 
tell on Book I. Most of the songs are 
full of the posturing one would ex-
pect from the Huff Ryders or No 
Limit. One song, "Down South Nigga 
Fa Life" is especially irritating be-
cause it steals the hook from an 
excellent Ja Rule song and ruins it. 

Finally, the album is inexplicably 
short — only 10 songs. Even if this 
were an exemplary album, it would 
be an exceptionally poor value by 
the current standards in hip-hop, as 
most albums have at least 15 tracks. 

Congregation 
jUiook I 

The most disappointing thing 
about this album is its length. At 
only 40 minutes, it is too short to 
allow some of the tracks to develop 
fully. The meditative feel of the al-
bum is cut short by its brevity. Some 
listeners might also ask for a little 
more variety and a little less repeti-
tion. 

This album isn't for everyone — 
it is a disturbing score, and not ev-
eryone is going to like it. If you find 
this album too depressing or melo-
dramatic but you like- Air's sound, 
you might want to check out Air's 
shiny, happy album, Moon Safari. 

— Maya Hazarika 

movements that come across best 
on this album. Meyer's tone is beau-
tiful, and the slow movements, par-
ticularly the saraband from the D 
minor suite, are moving and poi-
gnant. In addition, the bass, as op-
posed to cello, adds depth and 
strength to the sound. 

The faster movements, however 
—courantes, minuets and gigues— 
though technically almost flawless, 
seem to suffer somewhat on this 
album simply because of the awk-
wardness of the double bass itself. 
The chords sound too cumbersome 
and rough at times, and the fast 
movements do not move and dance 
as much as I've heard on a cello. 

On the album jacket, Meyer 
writes, "Bach's line is universal," 
meaning that he believes that the 
cello suites are equally meaningful 
on a viola, bass or any other instru-
ment. His recording of these pieces 
on his bass, in that spirit, then, is 
quite remarkable; rarely have I heard 
these pieces played so cleanly, even 
on a cello. His interpretations, in 
addition, aie convincing and very 
moving. 

However, to an extent, some of 
the vibrancy and ease of the cello 
sound is lost, and the music suffers 
somewhat. I'd still buy a cello re-
cording of these pieces before a bass 
recording, even Meyer's. 

— Elissa Wagman 

barenaked l a d i e s 

MAROON 

There's a great musical in this 
album. Seriously — one of those 
opening-on-Broadway extravagan-
zas to rival Rent, the greatest musi-
cal of the last decade that I've never 
seen. 

Unfortunately, Barenaked Ladies 
is a pop group — more clever and 
more endear ing than most pop 
groups, to be sure, but a pop group 
nonetheless. 

I grew to love BNL because they 
were clever, and they were genuine, 
and they were heartfelt, and they 
had a good sense of humor. 

On Maroon, only the faintest rem-
nant of that band remains. Yet, I'm 
not entirely sure that I don't like the 
new, strangely varied Barenaked 
Ladies. 

OK, the first two songs are bor-
ing. They're like all of the songs 
from their last album, Stunt, only 
the vocals have receded somewhat 
into the background music and aren't 
particularly clever. 

The third song and the disc's 
first single, "Pinch Me," is enter-
tainingbutunremarkable. I tsounds 
familiar the first time you hear it, a 
vaguely pleasant sensation, but 
there's not much there. The whole 
song sounds dramatically overpro-
duced, as though the producer who 
turned Train's "Meet Virginia" into 
a hit has moved onto BNL. In fact, 
the album was produced by Don 
Was, the man behind Was Not Was. 

After two more bad tracks, some-
thing remarkable happens on the 
sixth song. 

The title is "Conventioneers," and 
it's an A1 Green-esque ballad about 
two people who go to a convention 
and have a one-night stand. Sud-
denly, Steven Page, who provides 
most of the lead vocals on the al-
bum, isn't himself — he's a charac-
ter. He's singing like Chef on "South 

Park"! He's saying things like "I've 
never been ashamed of my attrac-
tion"! The characters in the song are 
dancing in the depressingly deco-
rated lounge of the hotel! This is 
interesting stuff. The album be-
comes a musical at this point. 

The next song, "Sell, Sell, Sell," is 
catchy and remarkably original — 
the story of an actor who moves to 
Hollywood and whose fortune is 
made by selling out. When I listen to 
it, I feel like I'm listening to a musi-
cal soundtrack — like I need the 
context of the story to figure out 
what the hell is going on. 

Track 10, "Off the Hook," is a 
slow song with some clever lyrics 
("Something that you heard while 
you were sleeping left you /Shaken 
while he stirred"). It's got an in-
triguing beginning and the lyrics 
are accompanied by an a lmost 
techno beat. 

BNL sort of made their name 
being dorky and self-conscious. The 
singer's voice is like that on most of 
the songs on Maroon. The songs 
have stories to tell — pretty intrigu-
ing stories at tnat. 

The last song, "Tonight Is the 
Night I Fell Asleep at the Wheel," is 
the inner monologue of someone 
who dies in a car wreck. The lyrics, 
with their strangely faraway sound, 
are bizarrely accompanied by a car-
nival-y waltz background. It's an odd 
way to end an album, and it left me 
somewhat unsetUed. 

The hidden track tries to resolve 
the album, but it doesn't make me 
feel any better. It's slow and dreamy 
and sounds like it was recorded by 
a band that is not Barenaked La-
dies. 

I'm still going to see them when 
they come to the Woodlands Pavil-
ion on Oct. 3, but not because of this 
album. Barenaked is great in con-
cert — original, funny, self-depre-
cating — everything they're not on 
this album. 

— Elizabeth Jardina 

Despite the problems with this 
album, Pastor Troy has proven a lot 
with his new single "We Ready 2000." 
Hopefully, he will return to his Geor-
gia roots on his upcoming album / 
Am DSGB and will erase the failed 
experiment that is Book I from our 
collective memory. 

— Todd Makse 

e d g a r m e y e r 

BACH'S 
UNACCOMPANIED 

SUITES FOR CELLO 
NOS. 1,2 AND 5 

According to The New York Times, 
Edgar Meyer may be "the most re-
markable virtuoso in the history of 
his instrument." Meyer, a double 
bass player best known for his "Ap-
palachia Waltz" (a bluegrass collabo-
ration with cellist Yo-Yo Ma and 
fiddle legend Mark O'Connor), is 
indeed a virtuoso, as is readily ap-
parent in his ambitious attempt to 
record Bach's suites for solo cello 
on his bass. 

The six cello suites are among 
the most demanding music in the 
cello repertoire; they require near 
perfection in technique and intona-
tion and are virtually unmarked with 
musical direction, so they provide a 
challenge in interpretation. On a 
double bass, doing justice to these 
suites becomes almost impossible; 
the bass is bigger, more awkward 
and much more difficult to control 
than a cello. 

Meyer, however, is just the sort 
of virtuoso to pull off, quite admira-
bly, a performance of these suites on 
the bass. His Bach is convincingly 
interpreted and technically excel-
lent. 

The suites arc dances, made up 
of six short movements that are gen-
erally in quick tempo, but inter-
spersed with one or two slow, stately 
movements. It is these slow, stately 

LOTSA DINNER. 
LITTLE D I M . 

Ckipotle 
GOURMET BURR110S&TAC0S. CHEAP. 

KIRBY & NOTTINGHAM 
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Houston doesn't look quite so bad 'From Above' 
Maria Stalford 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Distanced from the dramas of 
everyday life and limited by the im-
mutability of its subject matter, aerial 
photography is hardly the flashiest 
of artistic genres. However, just as 
the advent of photos of Earth from 
outer space arguably changed the 
way people conceived of the world 
and imagined their position in it, 
aerial photography at its best can 
lead to an enlightened, broader ac-
quaintance with our geographical 
milieus and our place within them. 

' from above ' 

'i"he Men 11 Collection 

Th/oug,*? Ja" 
J:rr~ 11 a ~ •" z "" 

rC ~'rSC.i?. -5._-C.a. : ' rr 

in this way. Alex Maclean's strik-
ing r-niBinth' composed and col-
caec zc,:cografh> iz "From Above* 
are as much worth seeing for the 
•xausuii education they can provide 
about :ur city as for their remark-
i'r'. e artistic merit 

One might expect a collection of 
aerial photographs of a major me-
tropolis to center around gkaming 
ar.d glittering skyscrapers. ev: sung 
the city's soaring, urban splendor 
and complexity. 

Mac Lean's p h : to graphs r.: - • 
ever, take no such narrcw r : rr.ar.6-
oizing approach. In fact, or.iy a : : 
the 25 photographs La his ex'-.:: :uo c 
at the Nier.il Collection ~"h:ch :s 
sponsored in part by the r x e D-~-
sign Alliance emp has-re the r.as*y 
towers of Houston's d:'*n:.: '»n n 
any significant way 

Instead. Mac Lean pnmarily turns 

his lens towards more mundane 
structures and landscapes that de-
fine the lifestyles and livelihoods of 
so many in this city of oil, urban 
sprawl and consumerism. 

Emblematic of Houston, the laby-
rinthine. intricate workings of an oil 
refinery are Mac Lean's strangely 
compelling subject in T e x a s City 
Oil Refinery." The refinery's pipes 
and towers show all the bewildering 
complexity of a microchip or the 
nervous system, though in a mas-
sive, steely relief. In "Houston Ship 
Channel at Loop 610 Bridge." the 
smokestacks, tanks and arteries of 
the oil industry sprawl out before 
the viewer, while the heights of the 
downtown skyline recede into a dis-
tant. polluted haze. 

Houston's endless expanses of 
concrete are another of MacLean's 
favorite subjects. "U.S. 59 Crossing, 
Buffalo Bayou" and "Freeway Inter-
change, Loop 610 and U.S. 59" dra-
matize the immense. graceful curves 
of the highway system. In these pho-
tographs. the chaos of high speeds 
and confusing exits is distilled into 
placid portraits of line, shape and 
structure. 

One of the most striking ph.: 
graphs in the exhibition "Scripe-: 
Parking Lot* abstracts r:» 
row :( empty parking scaces 
an extraorSoarly ;yr.a-~ •: and er-

* -z. o me .0'C ex . em s ir 

texr..*-: "-he pa"- rcrjriL »-xn ".he 
h.anc.:c:apceii spaces n .e m*t ;< e\-

-'^•'.:nc :s 
* " Z- . : - ' 

raoic? .teiar? rreer. 
: '< er the M : c r u s e t i e >"t-
can: .<:cs i z c a.~aEO;>~ec : 
it "he Third ard MacLes 

COURTESY THE M E N U COLLECTION 

The gigantic becomes microscopic in "Central Business District, Houston," part of Alex MacLean's "From Above.' 

ctrr-.rjstar.ces in which Houstonians 
j . e It *in-rtir.er."..s and Mini-Stor-
ixe te-.ir 3eir»ay * ' the r,:-st curi-
;. .s win*. zc..<:•*..:$rap»r.s present-
r c -O'.siag :i:crxie:ces tordering 
h. < h v a / s th e : : xi a e s s an d 
cartocciish v.deo game ::: .•:rs a 
• e f r t r . : : r r . t : t y 
c::r.c'.eme tr. "he :nnn ",e expanse ;f 
".range and white waSs a 
:,~aric~er.ess trv'ate sr. .cage 
ity 

Mac_ea.t also l o o u r e n t s tr.-r 
rac.it t»aii e at wr.icr. tr.e pace ~.r tr.e 

Lt s po> 
ZC*r iT T'f. r r. -s;v V T * e 

Construction, Sugar Land" is one of 
three photographs showing the pre-
dicament of suburban enclaves un-
der construction through the irony 
:i perfectly formed cul-de-sacs — 
chat suburban American guarantor 
.: :. r i t r. and "community" — sur-

-_ ted iy by razed tracts of tire-
rarvted dirt. 

Tr.e s.ar.e parched dirt landscape 
;r.ear-t.. tal demolition as a prepara-
".. r/ -tag-: to construction surrounds 
a herd rAplastic wrap-enclosed trees 
in the perfectly comical "Fenced 
7 rees." 

Mac Lean also turns his lens on 
the amazing structures meant to sat-

isfy ever-increasing consumer de-
mands. Especially notable is "Katy 
Mills Mall," in which the pod-like 
expanse of parking lot and sprawl-
ing shopping mall could almost be 
an alien compound in a science fic-
tion movie. 

Though its subject matter and 
genre prevent "From Above" from 
being, by popular standards, one of 
the most thrilling or inspiring exhi-
bitions around. Maclean's work is 
well worth seeing because it pro-
vides a portrait of Houston that is 
not only truly provocative and far-
reaching, but also at times gor-
geously executed. 

gggj 
' 

a 'Gun' isn't the best Western 
GI N. r:c. Page 12 
James Caan>. who's also going af-

ter the ki dnappers and has question-
able loyalties as well. 

The hour or so following the kid 
napping is dedicated to setting up 
six or seven characters and their 
complicated interrelationships.'Iliis 
isn't necessarily a bad thing — too 
many action movies are guilty of too 
little development and too much 
payoff. But it's overkill — McQuarric 
just gets too crafty for his own good 
The plot leads up to the incredibly 
well-choreographed and inevitable 
shoot-out climax in (where else?) a 
Mexican whorehouse. 

In essence, the film ends up as 
someth ing of a Western It < er ta in ly 
has the r i gh t s u r r o u n d i n g s ( the 
Southwest and Mex i co ) , as wel l as 
e lements l ike m s< u ing the d,ntr.< I 
in distress and plenty of violent .k 
t ion. But un l i ke < lassii John W a y n e 
films, there are no ' j /ood uny--" or 
"bad guys" , everyone':-, amora l and 
out to benefit themselves, no mal le t 
what the c osl 

Ihi' Way o) thr f.un wou ld fie a 
wor thy fo l low up to I he I hunt \us 
perh if il ' ou ld ju-.l atop l« inj/ a<» in 
love wi th it -.« If lli< plot I wis I a .u< 
enter ta in ing up lo a point . t<.iai i j ia l 
(joint t l iey h«-totin near t u i l u roua 

• ' s, J s'* '/' 

a v 
" WW', ' ' '"'fU'//'", ' 

S O C I E T Y F O R T H ! P t H f O t t M I N O A It r Ss 

linn/i'iif!, //" II"'/'/' •/ /" Ihi>i imi 

C H E C K O U T 
TENFOLD OPPORTUNITIES! 
WWW.IOFOLD.COM 
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IS9I0VKA 
UKDANZAN NATIONAL 
DANCE COMPANY 
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Social elucidations: 10 minutes with filnunaker Saul Landau 
Kevin Cochrane 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The latest rave in Hollywood is 
throwing large sums of money and 
all-too-flattering praise ai the new 
young thing It's finding the next 
Jerry Bruckheimer or Michael Bey 
who can consistently churn out the 
same type of fodder in order to fill 
the seats at your local megaplex, 
and it's padding the all-consuming 
figure at the bottom of the studio's 
annual income report. In fact, tins is 
essentially tin mission statement 
oi 20th Century I- OK under the new 
management o iiiieT -mogul Kujiert 
Murdoch Place generic and con 
ceptuali1 inept filna n iron of tht 
viewing public ant watch then vu 
raciouah devour th*. movit 

Haul fan auu 
looking Paci 
id tit* htiurt 

Tonight 
Saturate ant bunaa1 

a to* Hi:;* ivi*;tiit bente 

••o more int: visit 
ntti- vivtv/.ni .rmt.fidu 

u cal 

However uymovnig?firtli»r avr«e 
iron tin epicenie* o to* southern 
^aiiioniii.iuovH intiusr' aut mwart 
tut j»*.ripuera Cahtunitt Poiyieci* 
nr. btatt .imvertnu campus n 
Puniuita voi'l inn i liunctua"' to-
evervttnm mora am upstautiiui n 
cuiuempora**' filmmaking — to* 
wirkahoi o on* o cuniempura'*' 
fiin ctoremossiucuiiciminieittaiun. 
Sau _autiai. 

"iivei tie fieeiinj uaiur* o ho-
vv/uiK siuiiioi ant jiersoimel 
_anuat hinisei shouit te cuiisii-
eret.ai liistnuiiui. Hibcaretrnegai 
taring -."liooi iuiinsoi i ires-
uenc* anc le tiai Bine*. ati^t 11 
excess o U; teievise t fiimt — al 
sucialh njievan ant ranging n sui-
lec matte* ron ai exnost m kon 
tr V ail ai r B agen tec ui witt 
tie agenc ! Seaiant-esnut tactics 
Mime** V*ul: L>~Fll 'igcn'. ti « 
pirrrai: i) t iailtiouss noe Somntc 
ii i -(HUM n Iviuuues; 

eir tie maurir o tie nunii:. 
ther* exist! i miscoiicentiui tha 
mine -ecognitioi cai on" nt 
achievet tirougt tie grace o ai 
l»scar Bu: nov muct tines tins 
statue real" mater esnecial"whei 
"oi n i tiirectnrwht s woi ai Lmnv 
a1, wel a; uwa-tn rem tie 1-annes 
Berln ant 1 enict fiin testivuis 
amour i tanner' iis o: :>iiien>' 

Saul Landau will be on campus 
this weekend as a guest of the Rice 
Media Center. Take this opportu 
nity to become iamiliar with his films 
and, maybe even more importantly, 
to become familiar with his name 

Thresher What was your first foray 
into the documentary film commit 
nity — or, moreover, the film com 
munity in general7 

Lanuau Well, it's called Losing Just 
th< Same, ant it's a documentary 
about an inner-city, welfare-depen 
dent family, and it appeared on pui> 
in television Tie mother uftie ok 
es boy gav* us ttie titie She said l 
uoesi' maturwna tower unes. te 
end? ui "losing just tie same ' 1 
wai i. storj tiia could havt 11 i 
coupi* o milhoi kidt n tie Linnet 
States — 1.7 yean sat. illiterate ai 
bet stil ii school withou am stalls 
— ant a; tie move ends le gets 
arrested whici v/». nac roiucah' 
enougi on scripted 

Tie fiim tiinii. snows nov 
iougl l t: ii nt oi tna v/eltar*. s,rs 
em ant u ge of tie. welxar* s'/s 
ten. ""he ent resuk vnei Uoner 
wen u juvenile prism, was tha 
ins mother o course hat her 
nioiithi' alio mien n;tiucet necauss 
tin*-oiii- iiat nine ant no il»iuimtiie 
dej/euuents *uit tiiini itiieduci< 
menmr'' cer uiiniv wan a crihca sue 

r.rasher nov tit voi abuu h* 
lectnij tii* suoje'.: niatie* ID* vou* 
films 
uttiuuu lisuale tie issues nav 
an issues tna ar* controversia n 
tie «ti uegrtit am ttiose a"t tic 
ones tna seen u inte^es ne. .'ie 
i) tii* eari' pictures mate, vmci 
v/as caliet 'woe. i; i H(--minue pir 
trai u tie l-ubai ieaue* mate n 
A4ij|. V * giv* hi)- t) i difteren 
picture .. 

I ' t r l 

7~~.2S Zv_ 1 C 

~ ~ : Tv 1 ^ ) J Z.1 — - —' -
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Si. tie issues have ti ie ones 
tna;.an somewna comriws-sia anc 
ones tna neonk neet t: n* inio-met 
aiinii — ant tiuss; a-' issual" tic 
qualifications tioi' g; tor eas' 
ones canst likt challenge 

Thresher. What are the primary ob-
stacles you encounter when attempt-
ing to create your films? 
Lunduu Money is the main one ... 
anil secondly is getting them on tele-
vision. There is not a lot of courage 
— the networks make only their 
own pictures and don't buy other 
people's, and public television tries 
ti avoid controversy unless it does a 
show like "Frontline " which is biah 
bidi-blah-blahfrom beginning to the 
end. You know, cover your ass in 
words. .. 

People who are 
interested in BOT 
ISSUES will have A 
zooi time at3 
1 m looking 
forward to seei? 
them.' 
Tnresii<r Si. vm tiav* come across 
prubiems n distributing vttur films 
Laudui: ""tit N'jxoi anc keagai 
v*;a-s weren' ear.' Vrltt:i l.ong**esF 
luiitls public television punir. tea 
visioi gets chicutn sin. Perhaps 
tna's tin generous t word 

"hi"j'Sti'.r ••nda1 Lnt lllint. a: ;;a" :> 
i ireseniatioi b' Uotnki 1'naue. i 
nunme* o you* films wil bt pre 
sentet — ai ev*m u tion.r o I.ot-
gressmai Micue' Leuand s legac 
i) sucia iiiriiiutit. 1 "tu wouic. couit 
"in call i lute aiiou you* nsiatioi-
snu v'tti tvi* -eiand' 
manual V el. unev tun. nu n:» al 
tna entiree wel. V'tiie nt was str'-
mi n l.ong**ess. ant vas u V asit-
nigtoii w* me; -it die som* cou-t 
geoustiimgi. rit suggestec wt a**oi 
tht emDa*"gi oi I.una wmci wasr 
enirei' nopuia* nersonal" ag~eet 
viti ins decision Bu nt was tins 
-a-; member o r.ong**esf wtc a:m-
al" nt;ite'/ttc tha ht was tnen n 
se-1/; neonk. 

""itrssnrr )tvou*'films.nemg shova. 
i svem; tna tiers is snecai emnht-
sis nenif placet unoi i tmcumei-
ai'' litest, ' 'tag. .'.iitiit voi nroviu; i 
shir overviev abou tie fun ant 
wna tnt audienc.t ma' expec; 
utuiuu. Sau .iincau u i ieei witt 
"ice: ur i v/stel. nov s that :iave.c 
bast!i>all "lsuec. tus- nveschool nac 
aconversatioi wit! a9K-vea--nit mai 
anc various otter neopit. r.asical" 
al o this- tt set wnt lit is o* wti: te 
v/as ::i "t:a~s ago 

Bu m' most *-ecs:n is tie fun 

::nuf!T!£B' HIH: nHMTSf 
riinmiHK« iiiiu -anuai. vnu vfil m in Minimis -trns tr. riis:« 
tVwdu l.«m« ni»si«i vitt i lapaiiK'a turiTi' niii»;iri| iv "nt ST.r~r SUIT. 

IVIUUUUL '"aicr:r< wnicf vas nime: 
ii .luan;; Meiacr. Scant vern 
unusua iciotagt iron wi;rm. ire :a:-
r.rttss goet aeepij insidt .re rrn..* 
citrv 'X younf v/;miei. wrucr; :e-
iewt i:»ai J'.K nov «'t actuals i 
conwt n ire sreet whiit v/t wtrt 
tlie-t. :.asa::al" l coven ire lam* 
anc tso'T Miimenxa condinom su* 
-oundmgtre maouiias. snouic nese 
tioi i nas ai o-igma muse scon. 

Iircsmr iviovess- hav; nia"s*.c i "e"' 
sunstanua me n bott "ou* ocr 
sona ant p~otessiona iie. .'livei 
tins, a"; thers an' films o* cirecton 
wnost won voi stsnecial" anoiauc 
o* tna have ns*ei namcuiar" infu-
entia ti vou 
.uiuiuiu iikt kone** Mtmai — 
mean ne s no: consistent" w.incer 
lu. nu tmni te if i resal" iaienr.ee 
director atiore Sarnie*. Kubnck 
again re s nac som; itsss mar ;er 
tec. movief iike nisias: one— mayte 
tha: expiainet his a;-a:h myre re 
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SOClAi 
camera by katie streit 

RAD: SID'S EARLY '80S PARTY 

1 

t 

Last Saturday, Sid hosted its annual Early '80s party. Bad hair and 
gaudy clothes abounded (I think a few girls went a bit crazy with the 
Bedazzler) — so how is this different than a regular Rice party? 
Partygoers enjoyed (dare I say it) over-synthesized sounds well 
into the wee hours of the morning, but in the end, we should all be 
thankful we only have to celebrate this decade once a year. 

Top left: Abba rnnus one (Brian Tison, Laurel Boatright and 
Ruchi Jain) 
Top right: Material Girl (Laila Hlass with Joey Favaloro and 
Matt Frost) 
Bottom right: Four Non-Blondes (Kara Liggett, Bess 
Williams, Kristin Stecher and Catherine Armstrong) 
Bottom left: A little "Risky Business" (Fuzz Norelid) 

Food on Foot is a weekly feature 
on restaurants within walking dis-
tance from Rice. 

Restaurants are rated on quality 
and overall value to the average col-
lege student. 

SABROSO GRILL 
5510 Morningside Dr. 

(713) 942-9900 
s S : | ]> IliVl 

Jeans or khakis acceptable. 
Not veggie friendly: 

Alcohol: full bar. 

Sabroso Grill makes a damn fine 
margarita. Every place in Houston 
claims to make a damn fine margarita 
these days, but I haven't had any 
better than the sangria or blackberry 
ones at Sabroso. 

In the former, the sangria is 
sweet, the margarita is sour and the 
combination is divine, in the latter, 
the blackberry flavor gives the lime 
a kick and a beautiful purple color. 
Also, the back of the take-out menu 
lists $2 margaritas on Thursday. Pre-
Pub,anyone? 

Oh, and Sabroso also serves food. 
The South American nachos ($4.95) 
are delightlul — plantains with 
melted cheese and a spicy corn rel-
ish. The arepas con queso ($5.50), 
"grilled corn cakes with Monterrey 
jack c h e e s e and g u a c a m o l e , " 
sounded delightful but were served 
not quite hot enough. What I sus-
pect is South American comfort food 
became goring restaurant fare. 

Thevegetablequesadillas ($6.95) 
were unspectacular and oddly Asian-
influenced. Actually, alot of the menu 
has an unexplained (and often un-
welcome) Asian influence. 

The entrees fared better. Steak a 
laparrilla ($13.25) wasn't a great cut 
of meat, but it was cooked exquis-
itely and served with wonderful veg-
etables and herbed rice. The South 

American chicken tacos ($6.95) were 
likewise a winner. They were topped 
with shredded jicama, providing an 
unusual crunch, and the chicken was 
nicely tender. 

— Elizabeth Jardina 

HAAGEN-DAZS 
ICE CREAM S H O P 

2517 Amherst 
(713) 524-8857 

Shorts acceptable. 
Ice cream novelty shop. 

W 

Before I skew your opinion of 
H a agen-Dazs, 1 should tell you 
that I hate chain ice cream shops. I 
hate them for one reason: 'ITie ice 
cream comes pre-frozen in huge 
tubs. Frankly, it's just not fresh. 

That said, I like Hiiagen-Dazs 
better than any other chain ice cream 
shop around. T h e ice cream is high 
quality, even if it wasn't made just 
hours before, and they've come up 
with some wonderful flavors to tempt 
your taste buds. 

The atmosphere isn't much to 
speak of — it's pretty bleak inside, 
but who looks at the walls while 
busily keeping ice cream drips off 
his shirt? Some people might call 
me an ice cream purist, but I can't 
bring myself to recommend any of 
the hip ice cream "beverages." It 
just seems all too weird to me. 

I do have one recommendation: 
Buy the lemon sorbet ($3.25). It's 
low in fat and tastes great. It's just 
sour enough to give you a little shock, 
but it stili retains the sweetness of 
sorbet. It comes with a colorful candy 
wafer. 

My complaint? None of this stuff 
tastes much better than what you 
can buy in a grocery store, and it's 
much cheape r in your g r o c e r ' s 
freezer section. 

— Corey E. Devine 

ITS LIKE ONE OF THOSE 
FREAKY DREAMS 
WHERE EVERYTHING 

IS REALLY BIG. 

CViyoWe 
HONEY. WE BLEW UP THE BURR1T0. 

KIRBYI NOTTINGHAM 

i f QA.it\A<xtuin 

XAzxvteyv 3"Cou&-tan 

invites you to 

Cllj A § 

at the Ida & William Zinn Hillel Student Center 

1700 Bissonnet (at Dunlavy) 

O) (lIlXiuLu^Qy O c - x \ U c £ < i , : 

r K a , l i a n a 

Friday, September 29 6:45 P.M. 
( D i n n e r will be se rved f o l l o w i n g se rv ices : $ 5 for s tuden t s , $ 1 0 for 

facul ty , and $ 1 2 fo r y o u n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s If you plan on s t ay ing for 

d inne r , p lease R.S.V.P. by S e p t e m b e r 25 to Hil lel at 7 1 3 - 5 2 6 - 4 9 1 8 . ) 

Saturday, September 30 10:00 A.M. 

Sunday, October 1 10:00 A.M. 

Q i c i T . 
t / o m * Jltp-p-ux 

Sunday, October 8 <Koi Nid re i ) 7:00 P.M. 

Monday, October 9 10:00 A.M. 

Monday, October 9 5:45 P.M. 
Nei l ah ( f o l l o w e d i m m e d i a t e l y by c o m m u n i t y Break Fas t . ) 

For more information please contact Hillel at 

7 1 3 - 5 2 6 - 4 9 1 8 or sandyf@houstonhil lel .org 

f K - ' i f k E e x U n d i lic^t wUaliea to ijou nnd i j o u i j u m t l i j 

| o t u i j ear oj7 l ieu ft ft uiul li u p p i n c o j . S i t a n a J o s ' a . 

mailto:sandyf@houstonhillel.org
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William Marsh Rice: 
the founder of a mystery 

by Corey E. Devine 

Among the titles assigned to William Marsh Rice — 

merchant, financier, philanthropist — one stands out 

as odd: murder mystery persona. Yet, it is exactly this 

title Rice acquired at his death 100 years ago this 

Saturday. His fame didn't begin that way, however. 

William Marsh Rice was born on March 
14, 1816 in Springfield, Mass., to 
David and Patty Rice. His father, a 

skilled mechanic at a government gun plant, 
had invented the Rice Musket, which allowed 
him to provide a comfortable home for Will-
iam and his nine other children. 

Rice attended public schools but, for the 
most part, seemed uninterested in formal edu-
cation. Most accounts describe him as an 
earnest student but more interested in his 
entrepreneurial goals than in the mundane 
tasks of sentence diagramming and doing math 
problems. 

At the age of 15, Rice left school to seek his 
fortune in the business world and began work-
ing as a general store clerk in Springfield. By 
21, Rice persuaded his father to buy him an 
enterprise of his own. 

He ran his general mercantile until 1837, 
when he lost much of his profit in the panic 
that ensued from Andrew Jackson's banking 
policies. 

With the $2,700 Rice managed to salvage, 
he left New England and migrated westward 
to Texas. He arrived in Houston almost penni-
less after losing most of his belongings en 
route. He found work at the Milam Hotel, 
where he was commissioned to serve alcohol 
in exchange for $3 a day and room and board. 

The owners of the hotel called Rice "an 
industrious, ambitious man." After only three 
years, he managed to recoup most of his losses. 

He was granted a first-class license for a 
mercantile business by the City of Houston in 
1840 and quickly formed a partnership with 
the wealthy Ebenezer B. Nichols. Their joint 
venture, Rice and Nichols, Importers and 
Wholesale Grocers, supplied goods to planta-
tions and settlers from New Orleans to New 
York. 

By all historical accounts, it appears that 
Rice had little interest in maintaining a long-
term partnership with Nichols. Several ac-
counts claim that the two parted on bad terms. 
It is clear, however, that by 1865, the business 
was known as William Rice and Co. With the 
money he made from his successful mercan-
tile business, Rice diversified into other indus-
tries. Nichols had piqued his interest in the 
transportation sector. Rice later founded the 
Houston and Galveston Navigation Co., in-
strumental in the development of the Buffalo 
Bayou Ship Channel. 

In the summer of 1850, Rice married 18-
year-old Margaret C. Bremond, daughter of 
one of his many business partners. 'Hie two 
bought a stately home on the corner of San 
Jacinto and Congress streets, across from 
Courthouse Square. Estimates in value of the 
house vary, but it was built for Nichols just 
threeyears prior to Rice's purchase. Ricecalled 
the house "a stately and comfortable place to 
call home." 

By the census of 1860, Rice was listed as 
the second wealthiest man in the state, with 
$750,000 in real and personal property. 

Rice prospered for the following 13 years. 
His business ventures flourished, and lie be-
came one of Houston's most prominent citi-
zens. 

Life at home was happy for the Rices until 
Margaret died from unknown causes in 1863. 
Soon thereafter, Rice left Houston for Mexico. 
Little is known about this period in Rice's life, 
and his reasons for leaving the country are 
unclear. He seemed, by all accounts, to be 
severely depressed by the loss of his wife, and 
the outbreak of the Civil War didn't make 
conditions in Houston comfortable. 

Rice owned 15 slaves, but he sympathized 
with the Northern cause in the war. It's pos-
sible that this ideological conflict caused Rice 
to leave the country. However, it seems most 
likely that Rice went to Mexico to continue 
amassing his fortune. He operated his trade 
operations through the federal blockade and 
traded with both the North and South during 
the war. 

He returned to Houston in 1865 and mar-
ried for a second time two years later. His 
bride, Elizabeth Baldwin Brown, was a widow 
and the daughter of one of Houston's early 
mayors. 

Rice and his new wife moved back to the 
Northeast soon after their wedding. They di-
vided their time between New York City and 
New Jersey; however, Rice's love for Texas 
was still apparent in his business dealings. 

In 1885, he bought the Capitol Hotel, which 
later became known as the Rice Hotel. In 1998, 
the Rice Hotel was renovated and converted 
into loft apartments. 

While in Houston on business, Cesar 
I^ombardi, president of the Houston School 
Board, approached Rice with a proposal for 
building a high school. 

'Texas received me when I 

was penniless, without friends 

or even acquaintances, ... / 

wish now to leave the boys 

and girls struggling for a 

place in the sun the fortune I 

have been able to 

accumulate.' 
— William Marsh Rice 

Founder, Rice University 

Rice had been interested in endowing an 
educational institute of some kind for several 
years prior to Dtmbardi's proposal. He had 
twice rewritten his will to include a school for 
needy boys. 

Although Rice decided against the high 
school, he saw an acute need for an institute of 
higher learning in Houston. His intention was 
togivesuch an institute a firm financial ground-
ing. 

He is reported to have said, "Texas re-
ceived me when I was penniless, without 

m 

friends or even acquaintances, and now in the 
evening of my life, I recognize my obligation 
to her and to her children. I wish now to leave 
the boys and girls struggling for a place in the 
sun the fortune I have been able to accumu-
late." 

On May 19, 1891, the charter for William 
M. Rice Institute for the Advancement of Lit-
erature, Science and Art was incorporated in 
Austin. The institute was originally going to 
be endowed by a promissory note for $200,000, 
to be paid upon Rice's death. He later revised 
this will, bequeathing most of his estate to the 
institute. 

Elizabeth Rice became ill in the winter of 
1896. The Rices, who had been living in New 
Jersey, moved to Houston in April hoping that 
the warmer climate would improve Elizabeth's 
condition. 

In Texas, Elizabeth covertly drew up a new 
will with the help of lawyer Charles Holt. She 
realized that when she died, her relatives would 
receive little of the Rice fortune without such 
a will. Soon after signing this will, Elizabeth 
died. Rice moved back to New York City, 
hoping to escape painful memories of his de-
ceased wife. However, Rice soon learned of 
Elizabeth's will and had to solicit a lawyer to 
save his estate. 

Capt. James Baker, Rice's lawyer (and great-
grand father of former Secretary of State J ames 
A. Baker III), disputed the will on the grounds 
that Elizabeth was not a Texas resident. 

During the long and tedious battle that 
ensued, Albert Patrick, a young, ambitious 
lawyer, was hired by Holt to investigate the 
residency question in New York City. In New 
York, Patrick met Rice's valet, Charlie Jones. 

The two spent a great deal of time together 
over the next few weeks. 

In the beginning, it seemed that Patrick 
was solely interested in settling the contested 
will. He appeared to be motivated by a desire 
to win the case and get paid. The easiest way 
to do this was to avoid a long, tedious court 
battle. Killing Rice would avoid this hassle. 

Patrick convinced the valet to slowly poi-
son Rice with mercury pills. Since this would 
slowly weaken and eventually kill Rice, it would 
appear that his health was slowly fading, and 
no one would be questioned about the death. 

It is unclear what Jones hoped to gain by 
poisoning Rice. Some accounts refer to a per-
sonal grudge, others to bribery. In any case, 
Patrick was persuasive enough to get Jones to 
do the dirty work. Hie fatal flaw of Patrick's 
plan was his own greed. By the summer of 
1900, Patrick had devised a plan to secure 
most of the Rice fortune for himself. 

On June 30, 1900, he forged a wiii that 

MEGAN SMITH/THRESHER 

made himself the primary beneficiary of the 
fortune, with small sums left to relatives and 
friends. 

Patrick's luck wasn't as good as he thought. 
On September 8, 1900, a hurricane ravaged 
one of Rice's pr imary bus inesses , the 
Merchant's and Planter's Oil Co. When he 
realized that rebuilding the business would 
take most of the money in Rice's bank ac-
count, Patrick panicked. 

Patrick couldn't allow Rice to use all of his 
liquid assets to rebuild the business because 
he planned to abscond with the cash himself 
and allow others to fight over the businesses. 
It seemed that there was nothing to do but to 
kill Rice. 

On Sept. 22, 1900, William Marsh Rice, 
approaching age 85, retired to his bedroom in 
his well-appointed New York City apartment 
and prepared for bed. Little did he know that 
his own valet would sneak into his room late 
that night and kill him with chloroform. 

Patrick, in a rush to escape with Rice's cash 
before he could be linked to the murder, at-
tempted to cash a check forged by Jones. 

Unfortunately for Patrick, Jones had acci-
dentally spelled Patrick's name incorrectly, 
and in his haste, Patrick didn't notice. 

The bank refused to honor the check and 
attempted to contact Rice to verify its validity. 
When they learned of Rice's death, they noti-
fied Capt. Baker in Houston of the suspicious 
circumstances. Baker arrived in New York 
City to find the new will, written by Patrick. 
Since Rice had never told Baker about this 
new will, the circumstances seemed still more 
suspicious. 

In the weeks that followed. Baker proved 
that Patrick's will was, in fact, a forgery, and 
that Patrick had masterminded the plan to kill 
Rice. 

A jury found Patrick guilty of murder and 
forgery, sentencing him to death. l"he valet, 
who confessed to his involvement, was freed 
despite his direct role in the murder. The 
governor of New York commuted Patrick's 
sentence to life imprisonment, and he was 
pardoned in 1912. 

Rice's ashes are buried beneath John 
Angel's statue of him in the academic quad. 

William Marsh Rice was, no doubt, a unique 
man. He lived much of his life in mystery, and 
what facts are known about his life are often 
dismissed as legend. 

He combined hard work with extensive 
vision and made millions. The man who came 
to Texas to make his fortune left behind a 
legacy that lives in the institution he envi-
sioned for "the boys and girls struggling for a 
place in the sun." 
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Sunidh Jani 

— THRESHER SPORTS/commentary— 

Show Games live — 
the athletes deserve it 

I want to congra tu la te all of the execut ives at NBC 

on the i r new P o r s c h e s and 25-acre r a n c h e s in wes tern 

Wyoming , b o u g h t with the p r o c e e d s f rom sales of 

cho ice pr ime- t ime Olympic adver t i s ing slots. Not only 

do t he se b igwigs not have to 

worry about the i r ch i ld ren ' s ' 

co l lege funds , they probably don ' t 

even have to worry about the i r 

ch i ld ren f in ishing col lege. After 

all, they ' re loaded. 

It's just too bad that this new 

wealth has come at the expense of 

Olympic athletes, people who have 

put their hear t and soul into 

training for at least the last four 

years so they can proudly repre-

sent their countr ies in Australia. 

NBC paid dear ly — as it r ightly should — for the 

r igh t s to b roadcas t the G a m e s to the United States 

populat ion. 

But via tape delay? 

T h e Olympics happen o n c e every four yea r s and 

last only t h r e e weeks . But every s ingle Olympic event 

you will watch on NBC h a s a l ready happened . Hell, 

we saw the torch l ight ing c e r e m o n y and t h e a th le tes ' 

p a r a d e a f te r t h e first medal had been awarded . 

T h e bas is for this r idiculous situation can be 

s u m m e d u p with one word: money. NBC felt that 

adver t i sers would pay m o r e money for prime-time slots 

that for t h e 2 a.m. slot when the 200-meter race 

actually happened . So instead of showing the race live, 

NBC dec ides to show it at 8 p.m. the next day — by 

which t ime everyone already knows who won. 

'ITie problem h e r e is not that NBC is excessively 

g r e e d y or that it has sold its integrity to corpora te 

America. 'Hie real problem is that NBC does not realize 

what the Olympics r ep resen t to the rest of the world. 

They are not a m e r e spor t ing event like a basket-

ball g a m e or socce r match . T h e Olympic G a m e s 

provide a s t age upon which all h u m a n be ings descend 

and exhibi t pr ide in their own coun t r i e s and her i tage. 

T h e G a m e s have an aura about them, a mystical force 

that a t t rac ts even the mos t casual spor t s fan. 

T h e p r e s s u r e on Olympic a th l e t e s to pe r fo rm well 

is t r e m e n d o u s , which no doubt a d d s to the gravity of 

t h e G a m e s . Represen t ing a coun t ry implies only one 

th ing — t h e s e a th le t e s a re the best of the best , and 

the weight and expec ta t ions of an ent i re count ry rest 

on their shou lde r s . 

But how d o e s NBC reward the a th le tes who have 

put at least four years of their lives into what is often no 

m o r e than five minu tes of ne rvous energy and adrena-

line? By showing their pe r fo rmances 16 h o u r s later, so 

that Coke can p romote itself with a cool ad to the 

public by informing us that it suppor t s the Olympic 

G a m e s and the a th le tes who are participating in them. 

NBC h a s s tolen the t h u n d e r out of the Olympics. 

What fun is it to watch s o m e t h i n g when you already 

know the ou tcome? It 's like wa tch ing r e r u n s of "The 

Cosby Show," w h e r e you can get up and m a k e 

yourself a sandwich without miss ing anything. 

In th is day and age . when information is trans-

fe r red fas ter than ever before , the resu l t s a re on the 

In te rne t and on the 10 o 'clock news several h o u r s 

b e f o r e they ' r e b roadcas t "live" on NBC. Did NBC 

actually expect all of Amer ica to quit us ing the W e b 

and s top wa tch ing t h e news for t h r e e weeks? 

I agree with NBC that more people will watch the 

( i a m e s at 8 p.m. Th i s does not mean, however, that 

people will not watch the live G a m e s at 3:30 a.m. Rather 

than showing s o m e old '60s'I~V show at 3:30, why not 

show the G a m e s live and then again on tape delay? 'ITiat 

way, people interested enough and proud enough of 

their country can watch the competition as it happens. 

You still have time, NBC. You've only squandered 

o n e week . Show the g a m e s live — as they ' re meant to 

be shown. Don't let your viewers be told the ou tcomes 

by the Internet or CBS or ABC or KSPN. 

And if not for us, do it for the a th le tes who have 

toiled e n d l e s s hour s . Show us their adrenal ine , their 

speed , the i r agility, their victories and defeats , their 

tears , and mos t of all, show us the i r pride. 

B e c a u s e we will be watching. 

Sunidh Jani is a Sid Richardson College senior. 

Cross country sweeps Rice Invitational 
by Jason G e r s h m a n 
THRRSHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e c ro s s count ry t e a m s began this 
season right w h e r e they ended last year 
— on top. 

T h e men ' s and women ' s teams, last 
y e a r ' s W e s t e r n Ath le t ic C o n f e r e n c e 
Champions, swept the 26th annual Rice 
Invitational Saturday on the Rice campus . 

In the m e n ' s race, senior John Jura 
took the lead f rom sen io r t e a m m a t e 
l^achlan McArthur midway th rough the 
race and pulled away for the victory. T h e 
Owls took th ree of the top five spots, 
with junior Keith Pierce taking fourth 
place and McArthur finishing fifth. 

"I tried to stay comfor tab le in the first 
mile and a half," Ju ra said. "Once I caught 
Iach lan , I wanted to follow him initially 
but I soon passed him. I g u e s s I just had 
a little bit more today." 

Jura ' s first collegiate c ross count ry 
victory set the pace for the Owls team 
victory. T h e y narrowly defeated runner-
up Sam Houston State University, which 
finished with just four more total team 
points than the Owls. 

Injuries appear to be the Owls' main 
foe at this point. McAr thur faded in the 
race because of t igh tness in his hip. Se-
nior Just in Burrow missed the race due 
to illness, but h e and McArthur should 
be completely heal thy for the t eam's next 
mee t , t h e Paul Shor t Invitat ional in 
Beth lehem, Pa. on Oct. 7. 

Right now, the Owls don' t know the 

ex ten t of s o p h o m o r e T o m Ring's back 
p r o b l e m s . R i n g a l s o m i s s e d l a s t 
w e e k e n d ' s meet . 

"We were treat ing the meet like a pre-
season meet ," head coach Jon Warren 
said. "We were not go ing to take any r isks 
with our runners . T o m will be fine, but he 
is quest ionable until at least next week." 

A br ight spot for t h e Owls is the 
p rog re s s of their new runne r s . Sopho-
more J e r e m y I^eBuff, w h o t rans fe r red 
from Abilene Chris t ian University, fin-
ished 11th overall in the m e n ' s race. His 
finish did not count for the t eam because 
LeBuff was not wear ing a Rice je rsey . 
Runners are eligible to redsh i r t the sea-
son and retain a year of eligibility if they 
don' t wear a Rice je rsey in compet i t ion. 

"The new r u n n e r s ran very well last 
Saturday," Warren said. "The redsh i r t 
was done ui case they weren ' t go ing to 
score for the team, we did not want to 
lose a year of eligibility. But s ince s o m e 
of t hem ran in the top five, we might t ake 
the redshi r t off for the next meet . While 
we are th inking of the fu ture , the imme-
diate is m u c h m o r e important ." 

In t h e w o m e n ' s race, junior Katie 
Waite took a c o m m a n d i n g 13-second vic-
tory over f r e shman t e a m m a t e Shannon 
Murto, who placed second in he r first-
ever collegiate meet . Waite finished the 
2.1 mile c o u r s e in 11:51.99. 

Four Owls finished in the top 10. 
F r e shman Magdalena Sandoval finished 
eighth and senior Marisa Bono was ninth. 

"It was our first race of the season so 

I just wan ted to tes t out my rac ing legs a 
little," Wai te said. "You kind of need a 
r e m i n d e r of what it 's like to push your-
self that hard for tha t long. It was impor-
tant for ou r t eam to pe r fo rm well in f ront 
of o u r h o m e c rowd and mos t of t h e t eam 
was p leased with how they ran." 

S o p h o m o r e s S u m m e r Bell and Liza 
Ruckman and jun ior Erin Brand also 
finished in t h e top 15 and the Owls easily 
cap tu red the t eam victory. F r e s h m a n 
Whi tney McAlpine finished fifth in the 
race, but h e r posit ion did not coun t for 
the team score b e c a u s e s h e was not wear-
ing a Rice je rsey . If s h e had been wear-
ing the Rice je rsey , all t h r e e t r ue f resh-
men would have sco red poin ts for t h e 
t eam with the i r top 10 finishes. 

"I was de l igh ted with our f rosh per-
fo rmances , " h e a d coach J im Bevan said. 
"I fully expec t t h e m to g row and improve 
as t h e s e a s o n c o n t i n u e s and they gain 
m o r e e x p e r i e n c e and conf idence . W e 
a r e still w e i g h i n g t h e poss ib i l i ty of 
r edsh i r t i ng McAlpine. T h e decis ion will 
be m a d e this week ." 

T h e w o m e n h a v e little t ime to savor 
their victory as they h e a d to the Univer-
sity of T e x a s at San Antonio th is week-
end for an invitational mee t . 

"Inhere will be a little more mental prepa-
ration as the races come a little more fre-
quently and we hit the road," Bevan said. 
"It will be good for the team to spend time 
together on the road. Overall, we are on 
the right path, but we must improve meet 
by meet and practice by practice." 

Massive challenge looms for Owls at OU 
by J o s e Luis Cubria 
THRKSH FR F.DITORIAl. STAFF 

'ITie n u m b e r s aren' t just impress ive— 
they're downright scary. 

The list of victims — though not ex-
actly a who 's who in major col lege foot-
ball — is not one your team wants to be 
a part of. 

And the next lucky gues t to the Uni-
versity of Ok lahoma ' s imposing Memo-
rial Stadium? T h e Rice Owls. 

Rice, f resh off a 23-16 loss in its West-
ern Athlet ic C o n f e r e n c e o p e n e r last 
weekend, faces the 16th-ranked S o o n e r s 
in Norman, Okla. t omor row at 11:30 a.m. 

That's when the 73,000-plus in atten-
dance — along with a TV aud ience tun-
ing in on the Big 12 regional network 
telecast, including KHOU in Houston — 
will be expec t ing Ok lahoma to cont inue 
its recent t rend of h o m e superiori ty. 

Home field advantage is one thing, 
but this is r idiculous. Unde r second-year 
head coach Bob Stoops, Ok lahoma is a 
perfect 7-0 — including 2-0 to start t he 
2000 season — at Memorial Stadium. 

But the Sooners don' t just win at home. 
They dominate . In seven games , the 
Sooners have ou tscored their opponen t s 
by a combined 322-44. Do the math , and 
it c o m e s out to an e m b a r r a s s i n g per-
g a m e average of 46-6. 

Granted , the only real football power 
a m o n g the unlucky seven was T e x a s 
A&M University, which fled Norman 
following a 51-6 c lunke r last year . Most 
of the o the r opponer* including Indi-
ana State University (4y-uj, Baylor Uni-
versity (41-10) and Arkansas State Uni-
versity (45-7) — c a n rightfully be consid-
ered cupcakes . 

But even a relatively weak c rop of 
punch ing bags doesn ' t take away f rom 
the fact that playing the Soone r s in Me-
morial S tadium is an endeavor virtually 
no opponent des i res . 

"They just about eat everybody up at 
home," Rice head coach Ken Hatfield 
said. ' T h e y are really good at home . 
They have a great , en thus ias t ic South-
ern-football envi ronment , a great tradi-
tion at their place. W e ' r e looking forward 
to the chal lenge." 

Cons ider ing t h e way Saturday ' s loss 
to the University of Tulsa went, Rice may 
not be up for the chal lenge . After all, 

kUiSii'i 
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A potential touchdown pass slips through sophomore wideout Gavin Boothe's fingers 
early in the second quarter Saturday. An abundance of plays like this one helped the 
University of Tulsa defeat the Owls 23-16. See story, Page 22. 

los ing at h o m e to a relatively weak oppo-
nent does not bode well for playing a 
nationally ranked team on the road the 
very next week. 

But the Owls (1-2, 0-1 WAC) know 
they can' t let last week, as disappoint ing 
as it was, affect t hem tomorrow. 

"We can ' t sit a r o u n d fee l ing so r ry 
for o u r s e l v e s , " s e n i o r s a fe ty Travis 
O r t e g a said . "We have to win this next 
g a m e . " 

It's a un ique situation for t h e Owls — 
they get a short b reak f rom WAC action 
to play a third and final non-conference 
g a m e of the year. 

In a way, that may be a good thing. 
Tomorrow's g a m e should give Rice a 

c h a n c e to r e g r o u p in a si tuat ion that will 
ne i ther hurt nor he lp t hem in the confer-
ence s t and ings . 

And don' t forget the very real possi-
bility of pulling off a mass ive upset . 

"Tha t ' s why you line up and play the 
game ," Hatfield said. "Any th ingcan hap-
pen. 'That ball b o u n c e s in s o m e funny 
ways. T h a t ' s why their t eam h a s to b e 
p repared — they can't just t ake u s for 
g ran ted . 

"And tha t ' s why we've got to s e e if we 
can m a k e i m p r o v e m e n t s in cer ta in ar-
eas. As long as we k e e p m a k i n g improve-
m e n t s with th is t eam to put u s in posi t ion 
to get back in t h e c o n f e r e n c e race , t hen 
we'll gain s o m e t h i n g th i s week . " 
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Volleyball falters against No. 15 Badgers 

i'.r> 

by Chris Larson 
THRRSHKK F.MTORIAI. STAFF 

Second place — again. 
The runner-up spot has come to 

be a familiar place for the volleyball 
team, which finished second out of 
four teams in its third and final tour-
nament leading up to Western Ath-
letic Conference action. The Owls 
placed second in their first two tour-
naments as well. 

Last weekend's tournament, the 
Inntowner Invitational at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, featured the 
toughest field the Owls have faced 
this season. The consistent finishes 
and the increasing quality ot the 
fields have given the Owls encour-
agement that they are headed in the 
right direction. 

"It definitely is a step ahead," as-
sistant coach Tiffany Carrethers said. 
"But it also showed us what we need 
to work on." 

As in the two previous tourna-
ments, the Owls won their opening 
matches but faltered in the tourna-
ment championship game. In their 
first match, Rice swept the Univer-
sity of South Florida in three games 
to hand the Bulls their first defeat of 
the year. 

In Rice's second match, the Owls 
outlasted the University of Dayton 
Flyers in a five-set battle, 10-15,15-10, 
13-15,16-14,15-11. The Owls'defense 
helped pull out the victory by putting 
up 18.0 total team blocks for the 
match, led by 4.5 each from sopho-
more middle blockers Elizabeth Dav-
enport Pollock and Briana Cook. 
Cook currently leads the Western 
Athletic Conference in blocks with 
1.61 per game. 

"We've had really good block-
ing," Carrethers said. "Our defense 
overall has been really good." 

Though the Owls feel that they 
could have defeated Dayton more 
handily had they played to their 

potential, their ability to pull out a 
victory in the crucial fifth game 
gives them confidence in their will 
to win. 

"Considering all the things we 
have to work on, it's gratifying to 
pull things out when it's close and it 
comes to the end," Davenport Pol-
lock said. 

The wins set up the champion-
ship match against the host Bad-
gers, who had also defeated South 
Florida and Dayton in previous ac-
tion. 

'I feel like we should1 ve 

played better. I thought 

we'd be further along 

by now.' 
— Karolina Zelinka 

Senior outside hitter 

But the match proved to be no 
con tes t , as No. 15 Wisconsin 
handed the Owls their most lop-
sided loss of the season by a 5-15, 
1-15, 7-15 score. 

The same Rice team that deliv-
ered a school-record 100 kills against 
Dayton managed just 17 against the 
Badgers, whose rock-solid defense 
held Rice to a season-low -.010 hit-
ting percentage. 

"Our hi t t ing fell apart ," 
Carrethers said. "They're a really 
good blocking team, which makes it 
harder on our hitters." 

Overall, though, things seem to 
be clicking for the Owls, at least from 
an outsider's perspective. Their 
record stands at 9-3 entering WAC 
play, and two of the three losses came 
against nationally-ranked teams. 

But the players are convinced 

they could be playing at a higher 
level — at a level to compete with 
Wisconsin-caliber teams. 

"They don't have anything we 
don't have," senior outside hitter 
Karolina Zelinka said. "They have it 
together and we don't. They played 
well together as a team and we didn't. 

"I feel like we should've played 
better. I thought we'd be further 
along by now. We have the potential 
to play better than we have been." 

Still, the tournament produced 
solid per formances by several 
Owls. In the marathon Dayton 
match, junior outside hitter Leigh 
Leman registered a career-high 32 
kil ls and sen io r s e t t e r Nil 
Kalagoglu put up a Rice single-
match record 85 assists. 

Davenport Pollock c a m e 
through with her best hitting per-
formance of the season. She led the 
squad in hitting percentage in both 
Owl wins, hitting a stellar .714 
against South Florida and .424 
against Dayton. 

For her efforts, she was named to 
the all-tournament team along with 
Zelinka, who equaled her personal-
best 29 kills against Dayton and 
helped anchor Rice's defense with 
38 digs for the weekend. 

"I don't think I played that well," 
Davenport Pollock said. "I guess I was 
more consistent in my technique over-
all. But it's kind of flattering, because 
I still have so much to work on." 

T h e Wisconsin tournament 
proved once again that the Owls are 
a puzzle with several more pieces 
than they had last year — but the 
puzzle still hasn't completely fit to-
gether. 

"We're definitely one of the best 
teams out there," Zelinka said. "We 
need to play solid all the time. We 
can't just do it in spurts. We've had 
the tendency to break down. We 
need to keep the momentum go-
ing." 

Flagsl Banners! Big Tents/ 
Whassapp? 

In case yoa haven't beard, on September 22. and 23. 
Rice is celebrating the public launch of Rice: The Next 
Century Campaign the first comprehensive fund-
raising campaign in the university's history. We're 
hanging banners and flags and hosting events for 
donors, faculty, and s taf f in a big tent in front of 
LovettHaB. 

Yeah, yeah, you say. But what does the campaign mean 
for students? 

• I t means enhancing Rice's traditional academic 
strengths, providing more opportunities for interna-
tional study, bolstering financial aid. and increasing 
scholarships. 
• I t means augmenting student life, the residential 
college system, and activities that contribute t o the 
uniqpe experience of a Rice education. 
• I t means recruiting and retaining the best faculty 
around and strengthening graduate programs to 
create a vibrant academic community, making Rice the 
place t o be. 
• I t means building state-of - the-ar t academic 
facilities that support students with the latest 
equipment and technology. 
• I t means having a new library that will be folly wired 
and one of the most technologically advanced in the 
nation. 

I t means keeping the Rice educational experience the 
best in the nation and yoor *1 most valuable asset. 

• Ms & 

ROB GADDI/THRFSHt'R 

Freshman outside hitters Allison Donohue (left) and Rebekah Neal practice 
setting up a block. "The team needs to keep up their blocking," assistant 
coach Tiffany Carrethers said. "It's going to win a lot of games for us." 

Owls look to contend for 
title in improving WAC 

by Chris I .arson 
THRKSHKR KIMTOKIAI. STAFF 

For the last four seasons, the race 
for the Western Athletic Conference 
volleyball title hasn't been much of a 
race after all. The University of Ha-
waii has run away with the title each 
year, compiling a 56-1 record in con-
ference matches since joining the 
WAC in 1996. 

Realistically, no WAC team can 
expect to dethrone the second-
ranked Wahine this season. Hawaii 
has the model volleyball program 
for the rest of the nation, consis-
tently ranking in the top 10 and 
capturing the national attendance 
title in a landslide for the past five 
years. 

'We have the talent 

and presence of mind 

to be one of the best 

teams in the WAC.' 
— Elizabeth Davenport Pollock 

Sophomore middle blocker 

However, Rice and several other 
conference squads are improving and 
hope to make Hawaii work for its title. 

Perhaps more importantly, the 
rest of the conference hopes to im-
prove enough to land a second WAC 
berth in the NCAA Championships. 

"Die WAC's very competitive this 
year," Rice assistant coach Tiffany 
Carrethers said. "But our coaches 
and players don't expect anything 
less than winning the conference or 
coming in second place." 

With non-conference play com-
ing to an end, WAC teams have 
posted a total record of 64-28, the 
fourth-strongest wi n n ing percen t age 
of Division I-A conferences. Fight of 
nine WAC teams currently have win-
ning records. 

The conference still has room to 
improve, however. As a collective 
unit, WAC teams are just 4-10 against 
teams ranked in the lop 25, with 
Hawaii capturing three of the four 
wins. 

Rice opened its WAC season last 
night with a match at conference 
newcomer University of Nevada.'Hie 
Wolfpack entered the match just 2-7 
on the season, but five of their nine 
matches have come against ranked 
opponents. They must be consid-
ered dangerous on the basis of their 
win against then-24th ranked Uni-
versity of San Diego. 

The Owls return to Autry Court 
tomorrow night to take on the Uni-
versity of Tulsa in just their fifth 
home match this season. 

The Golden Hurricane, last year 
a WAC also-ran at 2-12 in conference 
play, has surprisingly jumped out to 
an unbeaten 10-0 start. Although the 
team is obviously much improved, 
the wins have come against suspect 
opposition, so it is difficult to gauge 
Tulsa's true abilities. 

The weekend of Oct. 6-7 will cer-
tainly be a pivotal one for the Owls' 
WAC hopes, as San Jose State Uni-
versity and Fresno State University 
visit on successive nights. 

'The Spartans and Bulldogs were 
forecasted to finish second and 
third, respectively, in the WAC pre-
season coaches poll. 

Barring severe disappointments 
in Rice's first WAC games, two wins 
against SJSU and FSU would give 
the Owls the inside track to at least 
the second-place spot in the confer-
ence, as well as a crucial boost of 
confidence for when Hawaii visits 
Oct. 21. 

"We have the talent and pres-
ence of mind to be one of the best 
teams in the WAC," sophomore 
middle blocker Flizabeth Davenport 
Pollock said. "We need to learn to 
flow together better as a team. We 
need to learn each other's strengths 
and weaknesses so we can compen-
sate for each other." 

n 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
sept. 15-16 

FOOTBALL 

TULSA 23 RICE 16 

Tulsa 0 
Rice 0 

17 6 0 23 
6 0 10 16 

RU — Crabtree 27 field goal 
TU — Earnest 32 field goal 
TU — Hart 3 run (Earnest Kick) 
TU — Shoals 71 punt return (Earnest kick) 
RU — Crabtree 25 field goal 
TU — Earnest 25 field goal 
TU — Earnest 42 field goal 
RU — Crabtree 33 field goal 
RU — Okoronkwo 12 pass from Wulf (Crabtree kick) 

Final S ta t s 

First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return yards 
Punts • Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual S ta t s 

Tulsa 
10 
73 
194 
267 
120 
8-47.3 
28:16 

Rice 
21 
335 
82 
417 
96 
7-42.3 
31:44 

Rushing 
Tulsa — Hart 21-56, Richardson 5-20, Bohanon 5-
13, Blankenship 5-(-16) 
Rice — Beck 12-78. Tyler 3-56, Evans 13-53, White 
5-41, Sadler 12-37, Hawkins 10-34, Griffin 4-24, 
Wulf 3-12 

Passing 
Tulsa — Blankenship 10-27-1-194 
Rice — Eva ; 2-12-0-53, Wulf 4-9-1-29 

Receiving 
Tulsa — Shoals 3-73, Roach 3-61, Brown 2-11, 
LeCrone 1-44, Carey 1-5 
Rice — Sadler 2-47, Okoronkwo 2-24, Hawkins 1-6, 
White 1-5 

Attendance — 10,868 

Final Stats 
Rica Dayton 

Kills 104 105 
Errors 25 37 
Attempts 243 271 
Attack Percentage .325 .251 
Assists 89 95 
Service Aces 6 11 
Digs 102 98 
Blocks 18.0 4.0 

Indiv idual S ta t s 

Kills 
Rice — Leman 32, KaZelinka 29 
Dayton — Ashley 29, Westbrook 21 

Assists 
Rice — Kalagoglu 85 
Dayton — Muntz 88 

Digs 
Rice — Kalagoglu 22, Leman 21 
Dayton — Ashley 25, Ferriell 21 

RICE 3 SOUTH FLORIDA 0 

Rice 15 15 15 
South Florida 13 13 12 

Final Stats 
Rice USF 

Kills 52 47 
Errors 19 27 
Attempts 137 152 
Attack Percentage .241 .132 
Assists 39 42 
Service Aces 7 10 
Digs 70 52 
Blocks 8.0 8.5 

Indiv idual S ta ts 

Kills 
Rice — KaZelinka 14. Leman 13 
USF — Collier 19 

Assists 
Rice — Kalagoglu 36 
USF — Mueller 42... 

Digs 
Rice — Leman 14, KaZelinka 12, Kalagoglu 12 
USF — Collier 15, Paul 11 

Golf struggles at season opener 
Freshman Philips leads young team hungry for experience, progress 

by John C. Chao 
THRKSHKR STAFF 

A youthful Rice golf team consist-
ing of three freshmen, a sophomore 
and a senior started its season by 
finishing 15th out of 16 teams at the 
Stonebridge Classic in McKinney on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

The team ended with a total team 
score of 927, 63 shots behind tour-
nament winner Southern Method-
ist University. 

Freshman Scott Philips, who was 
playing in his first collegiate tourna-
ment, posted the Owls' best score. 

Philips shot rounds of 78,70 and 
78 to finish with a 226, good enough 
to tie for 35th place. Because he 
was playing against some of the top 
golfers in the nation, Philips said it 
took a little time for him to get in 
the flow of things. 

"It was intimidating," Philips 
said. "1 walked out there and 
thought everybody was on the same 
level as Tiger [Woods]. But I real-
ized after a while that I could play 
with these guys." 

Philips was joined by fellow 
freshmen Winn Smith and Ryan 
Morgan on the course , who 
struggled to total scores of 240 
and 242, respectively. Rounding 

out the Rice effort were sopho-
more Bradley Lane, who finished 
at 233, and sen ior Frederik 
Dejaeghere, who shot a 235. 

"None of us played as well as we 
could," Morgan said. "But we found 
out the things we need to work on 
to get better. This team can go no-
where but up." 

'It was intimidating. ... 
But I realized after a 
while that I could play 
with these guys.' 

— Scott Phil ips 
Freshman golfer 

While a 15th-place finish is not 
what the team had in mind for its 
first tournament, the Owls know 
there will be plenty of other oppor-
tunities to shine. 

They know this tournament 
must be kept in perspective; after 
all, how they finish the season is 
much more important than how 
they start it. 

"1 wasn't really expecting any-
thing from this tournament," Philips 
said. "Whatever happens, happens. 
1 would have liked to play better, 
but we have to realize that this is 
our first tournament." 

Many sports analysts say that 
experience is the key to a champion-
ship team. If they are correct, the 
golf team is headed in the right di-
rection. Each tournament provides 
invaluable experience, especially for 
a team reliant on a core of freshmen. 

"I think that this experience will 
help usa lot in the long run," Philips 
said. "Golf is such a fickle game 
that you have to learn to not let 
yourself get unnerved." 

"ITie freshmen are also enthusi-
astic about newly promoted head 
coach Clay Homan and what he can 
do for the team. 

"I think this team will go far with 
[Homan ] leading us," Morgan said. 
"He knows exactly the right times 
to tell you what you need to work on 
and when to let us figure our stuff 
out." 

The Owls get another chance to 
gain experience and evaluate their 
progress Oct. 2, when they travel to 
Manhattan, Kan. to compete at the 
Jim Colbert Intercollegiate hosted 
by Kansas State University. 

Rice uw 
17 47 
18 13 
101 109 
-.010 .312 
17 43 
4 2 
42 58 
4.5 6.0 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 0 WISCONSIN 3 

Rice 5 1 7 
Wisconsin 15 15 15 

Final Stats 

Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Ind iv idual S ta t s 

Kills 
Rice — KaZelinka 6 
Wisconsin — Maastricht 13 

Assists 
Rice — Kalagoglu 16 
Wisconsin — Fitzgerald 41 

oies 
Rice — KlZelinka 8. Leman 8, KaZelinka 8 
Wisconsin — Byrd 15. Maastricht 13 

RICE3 DAYTON 2 

Rice 10 15 13 16 15 
Dayton 15 10 15 14 11 

U J h a t a r e 
d o i n g 
w e e 

STUDV 
ABROAD 

SYRACUSE 
UMUERSITV I 

I t a l y 

L o n d o n 

S p a i n 

H o n g ' K o n g 

F r a n c e 

I {I'll (I ? Y \ i l l I'M h i / / ! 

lit l(i summcb.sijr ('tin (IIp<i 

Co 
College is an art and a science. 

Soon enough, you'll discover the proper course of study 
Ls figuring out the brave new world while expending as 
little effort as possible. 
Which brings us to the subject of CompuBank. 

CompuBank isn't just around the comer. It's right in 
your r o o m . Right on your computer. Y o u get free basic 
checking, free savings and access to free ATM net' 
works. You get a CompuBank check card to use any 
place Visa Ls accepted. 

And, when you run out of money about every other 
week, your mom and dad can wire you more - free. 

Log on to i f i f i f i f w . C 0 i i i p i i B a n k . e o m 

Click on Circle of Friends™ to learn how you can 
earn $40 for each friend you refer who opens and funds 
a CompuBank account. 
You can open an account right online and approval 
can happen within minutes. 

Have you ever tried swallowing a goldfish? 

Member FDiC 

Everything you don't like about your bank... we don't have that." 
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Freshmen off to promising start 
by Eric Raub 

THRESHER STAFF 

For three freshmen making their 
debut in blue and gray, last 
weekend's Lady Razorback Invita-
tional in Fayetteville, Ark. proved to 
be a great confidence booster. 

Freshman Anne Goodrich went 
undefeated in three singles matches 
during the weekend and won her 
flight. Fellow freshmen Karen Chao 
and Yasmin Fisher each won twice as 
the three rookies finished the week-
end with a combined record of 7-2. 

"It's perfect," assistant coach 
Roger White said. "Karen is the new-
est of them. We didn't know about 
her until the summer but she's fit in 
great. The team chemistry is by far 
the best I've seen." 

Throughout the weekend, the 
Owls competed against host Univer-
sity of Arkansas as well as Western 
Athletic Conference opponents 
Southern Methodist University and 
the University of Texas at El Paso. 

For the returning members on the 
Rice roster, results were mixed. Af-
ter losing five of nine singles matches 
and three of four doubles matches 
on the second day of the tourna-
ment, the veterans came back to 
lead the Owls to three doubles victo-
ries in four matches on the final day 
of competition. 

"For our first tournament, I think 
we did pretty well," senior Erin Wa-
ters said. "Everyone's a bit rusty. 
We're not used to focusing on 
matches again and getting points." 

The Owls said they will not let 
themselves be surprised by an im-
proved UTEP team when they meet 
again, as the Miners will compete at 
next week's Rice Tennis Classic. The 
Owls split seven of 14 singles matches 
against UTEP over the weekend. 

"UTEPhas really improved," White 
said. "They look good. They're com-
ing to our tournament, so we'll have to 
look out for that and try and improve." 

Waters, the lone senior on the 
team, experienced the growing pains 

of assuming the spot of Rice's top 
player. She went 0-3 in singles 
matches over the weekend against 
the top players from the other teams, 
and she knows she will have to step 
up her game. 

"1 played three really tough 
matches against tough opponents," 
Waters said. "I personally need to 
step up a level and tiy and make at 
least one less mistake in every match." 

Overall, the Owls feel they had a 
positive start to their season. With a 
young team of three freshmen, two 
sophomores and three juniors, the 
Owls know that creating a team bond 
early is important for later success. 

"I can't give any specific predic-
tions," White said. "But when you've 
got nine people working together so 
well, that really lifts the lid on limita-
tions." 

The Owls get a chance to play at 
home for the first time next week-
end in the RiceTennis Classic, which 
runs from Sept. 29 to Oct. 1 at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium. 

SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Rice rowers advance 
to Olympic finals 

Two rowers connected to Rice 
began their quest for Olympic gold 
last week and ended up facing each 
other in competition. 1994 gradu-
ate Heather McDermid rows for 
Canada, while Torrey Folk, who 
transferred from Rice in 1994 to 
row at the NCAA Division I level, 
is representing the United States. 
Both athletes row in the coxless 
eight-member event. 

Both the U.S. and Canada en-
tered Sydney with high hopes of 
capturing a medal in the event. 
The U.S. finished second in last 
year 's World Championships, 
while Canada captured the silver 
medal in Atlanta's 1996 Olympics. 

But both teams were defeated 
in their opening heats, forcing the 
s q u a d s into Wednesday ' s 
repechage, or "second chance" 
race, where both teams faced elimi-

nation. Of the five teams in the 
repechage, only the top four fin-
ishers qualify for the final. 

Both teams came through un-
der the pressure, however. The 
U.S. team captured a slim victory 
over Canada's squad by a .26 sec-
ond margin as both squads ad-
vanced to Sunday's final. 

Men's tennis captures 
first-round wins 

Two of Rice's top tennis players 
captured first-round wins before 
falling in the quarterfinals of the 
River Oaks Clay Court Invitational. 

Sophomore Matthias Mathaes 
and junior Fabien Giraud joined 
14 players from seven former 
Southwest Conference foes at the 
tournament. 

In the first round, Mathaes 
outlasted Craig Edmundson of the 
University of Texas 64, 5-7, 6-4 
while Giraud scored a 6-3, 6-3 vic-

tory over Baylor University's 
Csonger Bibsa. Both Owls were 
downed by Western Athletic Con-
ference opponents in the 
quarterfinals. Mathaes was ousted 
by Texas Christian University's 
Tony Gordon and Giraud lost to 
Alexis Rudizinski of Southern 
Methodist University. 

Mathaes has taken a few days 
off because of an injury and will 
probably not compete for the Owls 
this weekend. 

"They both got a chance to get 
some really good wins in the first 
round," assistant coach Shaheen 
Ladhani said. "Fabien played agreat 
first match. He played very aggres-
sively. In the second match he lost 
a close one against a good player." 

Freshmen twins William and Ri-
chard Barker, possibly accompa-
nied by Mathaes, will travel to the 
University of Notre Dame for the 
Notre Dame Invitational this week-
end. The rest of the Owls will attend 
the I miliar Invitational in Beaumont. 
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Costly mistakes lead to 
damaging 23-16 defeat 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In many ways, the football 
team played its best game of the 
young season last weekend. 

But the dreaded "little things" 
— turnovers, penalties and spe-
cial teams — cost Rice a win it 
absolutely had to have. 

Despite posting season bests 
on both sides of the ball, the Owls 
clipped their own wings time and 
again on Saturday, enabling the 
University ofTulsa to escape Rice 
Stadium with a 23-16 victory. 

The result gave both teams 
identical 1-2 records. But more 
importantly, it dropped the Owls 
to 0-1 in the Western Athletic 
Conference, while the Golden 
Hurricane went to 1-0. 

For a Rice team that still har-
bors hopes of contending for the 
WAC title, losing its home con-
ference opener to an opponent it 
was supposed to beat could turn 
out to be devastating. 

"We're in a corner now, espe-
cially since we did not win at home," 
junior linebacker Dan Dawson said. 
"That's a game we should have 
won and we didn't win. There is no 
room for error now." 

Not that Rice had much room 
for error before, either, and this 
game proved that fact. The Owls 
racked u p a seaso n-h igh 417 y ard s 
of total offense, including 335 on 
the ground, allowed a season-low 
267 total yards, won the time of 
possession battle by more than 
three minutes and still found a 
way to lose the game. 

"It was similar to most of our 
games," head coach Ken Hatfield 
said. "We are the type of team 
that has to learn to play good all 
the time, and when we don't take 
care of what we have control over, 
we make it very tough on our-
selves. I thought we did some 
good things, but losing came 
down to one or two key plays." 

Actually, the game probably 
came down to five or six, most of 
which Rice could have prevented. 

On three different occasions, 
the Owls penetrated Tulsa's 20-
yard line, only to have the drives 
stall following costly penalties. 
On two of the drives, the Owls 
still managed field goals, but the 
third resulted in a loss of downs. 

"Offensively, we moved the 
ball and had some more things 
happen," Hatfield said. "But we 

were our own worst enemies, and 
the three key penalties set us 
back. We've got to give ourselves 
a better chance." 

Rice's defense was also success-
ful, holdingTulsa to just one offen-
sive touchdown on the afternoon. 
The Owls shut down the Golden 
Hurricane's supposedly powerful 
air attack, allowing just 194 pass-
ing yards on 10 completions. 

But Tulsa playmaker Donald 
Shoals came through with the 
day's most important play late in 
the second quarter. Sophomore 
punter Travis Hale boomed a 43-
yard kick from his own 28-yard 
line, but Shoals picked it up on a 
bounce and ran it back 71 yards 
for a touchdown. 

The play gave the Golden Hur-
ricane a 17-3 lead with just over a 
minute left in the first half. And 
though Rice drove 72 yards for a 
25-yard field goal as time expired, 
the 17-6 advantage would prove 
too much to overcome. 

"There are never two punts in 
a season that are alike, so you 
have to have 11 guys out there 
who all can adjust when the ball's 
bouncing d i f ferent ways," 
Hatfield said. "We have some 
young guys on the team who've 
never done it before, and they 
learned something from it. 

"Unfortunately, it was a bad 
price to pay. It was the biggest 
play of the game." 

The loss puts the Owls in a bind 
in terms of the WAC standings. 
But no team — not even confer-
ence favorite and nationally ranked 
Texas Christian University — is 
expected to run the table en route 
to the league title. 'ITiat means that 
Rice is by no means out of it. 

But it does mean the Owls likely 
cannot afford to lose more than 
one more conference game if they 
are to contend for the WAC title. 

"Every loss in conference is a 
big loss," senior safety Travis 
Ortega said. "We're trying to win 
eveiy game we play. We don't 
have control over the other teams, 
but we have to win games." 

Hatfield said the loss will help 
the Owls learn a lot about them-
selves — for better or worse. 

"A lot of teams find out what 
they're made of after these disap-
pointing losses," Hatfield said. 
'That 's what really makes a team 
and makes leadership important 
to you. And now we'll find out 
what kind of leaders we have." 
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WIN A TRIP FOR TWO TO 

AFRICA 
This year the cast of MTV's 'The Real World' went to Africa. 

N o w y o u can too! 

$b> Enter for a chance to win at your local Council Travel 
office or at counciltravel.com 
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where prohibited See agency for Official Rules or go to counciltravel com Sweepstakes end 10/15/00 
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University Center Room 32-D, Univ. of Houston, 4800 Calhoun 
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firiday SEP 22 
The Houston Chaoter of the United 

Nations Association sponsors a lecture by 

AMBASSADOR 
DONALD STEINBERG 
special representative of President Clinton 

and secretary of state for global 

humanitarian de-mining, in Baker Hall's 

International Conference Hall at 3 p.m. 

OK V.. if you haven't yet set your course 

schedule in concrete, you might as well 

pack everything up and jo in 

Procrastinators Anonymous. Today is the 

LATE REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE. The registrar shows 

no mercy after 5 p.m. 

SCRUPLES. a play about dating, 

relat ionships and rape, runs tonight at 6 

p.m. in the Grand Hall of the Rice 

Memorial Center. 

If the toaster 's a-rockin', don' t come a-

knockin'! College Night is upon thee, 

LOVETT COLLEGE! 

It 's dark and nothing like the Woodlands 

Pavilion — that 's right, T H E 

UNDERGROUNDS starts UP 
again tonight at 10 p.m. in the Lovett 

College basement. It just doesn' t get any 

better than watching your fr iends make 

fools of themselves with guitars. 

Will Rice Will Drink — tonight at Pub 

Nigm. WILL RICE COLLEGE 
will head to Willy's Pub in the Student 

Center for some liquid refreshment. 

Jones College hosts its second 

FUTURA PARTY tonight 

from 10 p.m. until 2 a.m. in the Jones 

South Lobby. This boils down to a bunch 

of drunk kids wearing foil. 

Saturday SEP 23 
Tonight's VOLLEYBALL 
game pits the Owls against the University 

of Tulsa's Golden Hurricane. Game time is 

7 p.m. at Autry Court. 

monday SEP 25 
The Rice University Chapter of the 

SOCIETY OF WOMEN 
ENGINEERS meets today at 

5 :30 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 

Student Center. Contact 

christac@rice.edu for more information. 

tuesday SEP 26 
Classroom Technology Services and the 

Electronic Text Center sponsor a two-part 

lecture entit led 

TEACHING WITH 
TECHNOLOGY," 
highlighting ways that various Rice 

professors integrate technology into 

teaching. Lectures are today from 12:30 

to 2 p.m. in the Kyle Morrow Room of 

Fondren Library and continue tomorrow 

from 2 to 3 :30 p.m. in Keck Hall, Room 

102. Contact Lisa Spiro at (713) 348-

2594 for more information. 

And you thought being 18 was only good 

for buying cigarettes. I'm afraid a small 

bit of responsibility comes with that — 

voting! The Student Association battles 

red tape for any who want to participate in 

November's election at today's 

VOTER REGISTRATION 

DRIVE f r o m ®am- t 0 ® p m - i n the 

Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial Center. 

Wednesday SEP 27 
If you have two left feet (we're speakin' to 

the men here), i t 's not too late to 

correct the inadequacy. Today is your last 

chance to sign up for dance lessons 

sponsored by the RICE 
SOCIAL DANCE 
SOCIETY in the Grand Hall of the 

Rice Memorial Center. Sign-ups for salsa 

lessons begin at 7 p.m. with swing 

lessons following at 8 :15 p.m. Cost is 

$15 for students. 

VACCESSHealth, along with Health 

Services, sponsors a 

MENINGITIS 
OUTREACH PROGRAM 
today from 1 1 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 

Farnsworth Pavilion in the Student 

Center. Medical personnel will be on 

hand for meningitis and flu vaccinations. 

The cost for the vaccines is $75 for 

meningitis and $5 for the flu. 

issues pertinent to Rice's black student 

population. 

firiday SEP 29 
• The Rice Players opens its season with 

Jeffrey Hatcher's SMASH at 8 

p.m. in Hamman Hall. This George 

Bernard Shaw adaptation runs again 

tomorrow at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 

p.m. Tickets are $8 for the general 

public, $6 for faculty and staf f , and $4 for 

students, and may be reserved by call ing 

(713) 348-PLAY. 

The WOMEN'S TENNIS 
team hosts this weekend's Rice Classic 

all day today, tomorrow and Sunday at the 

Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Calendar submit items: 

thursday SEP 28 

^ BLACK STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION-— 
6:30 p.m. in Willy's Pub in the Student 

Center. Everyone is welcome to discuss 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Josh Taylor, 

Calendar Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• b y F A X t 0 J o s h Tay'or, Calendar 

Editor, (713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAILt0
 thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher off ice door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-

available basis. 

We'll be on campus September 27th at the Jesse H. School of Management, 
Herring Hall, Room 113. Our presentation is from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 

Join us as we prepare for the restructuring of the energy industry. We are looking for talented, committed, versatile 
contributors with powerful ideas. 

More powerful connections. 
Reliant Energy, an international energy services and delivery company with assets totaling over $30 billion, invites MBA 
degree candidates who are motivated by the challenges and rewards of working for a company experiencing tremendous 
growth and change to be a part of the MBA Associate Program. 

The Associate Program offers the opportunity to contribute to one or more areas of our organization, including Wholesale 
Trading & Marketing and Unregulated Power Generation; Retail Marketing; Corporate Planning & Development and New 
Ventures/Business Development; Telecom/Internet; E-commerce; and Shared Services. 

An Investment In Your Future 
Is An Investment In Ours. 
Visit us at www.reliantenergy.com 
to learn more about Reliant Energy 
and the MBA, Associate Program. 

Reliant 
>\ Energy.: 

Reliant Energy, Incorporated is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Reliant Energy, 
Incorporated does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
disability, veterans status, age over 40 years or national origin. 

mailto:christac@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.reliantenergy.com
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'Do not go ignorant into 
that good Pub Night' 

The Rice mating season is in 
full swing. Screw Yer Room-
mate is approaching faster than 
you can say "restraining order" 
and the Pub h a s already b e g u n 
to overf low with remarkably 
young- looking 21-year-olds on 
Thursday nights . 

Thus , it s e e m s timely, as a 
public serv ice to all of the fresh-
m e n girls, for the B P E s to pro-
vide this handy g u i d e for identi-
fy ing Rice m e n by their pickup 
l ines. 

Admittedly, Rice g u y s se ldom 
p o s s e s s e n o u g h courage /a l co -
hol to b e so verbally forward 
with their potential mates , but 
should s u c n a remarkable com-
bination of t e s tos terone and te-
quila occur, at least you'll be 
able to d i scern s o m e personal 
info from your suitor's slurred 
s p e e c h . 

COMP GUY 
BEGIN 
FOR X=1 TO female_response DO 

I NIT (seduction) 
IF (female_response == "oh yeah!") 
THEN 

BOOT hard drive 
IF (female_response == « s l a p » ) 

THEN 
REVERT to floppy 

END 

ECON MAJOR 
"Judging from your curves, I'd say you 
have a high demand for my supply o' 
love." 

CHEM MAJOR 

"That's a nice lone pair you have." 

BIO MAJOR 
"Wanna hybridize a zygote?" 

ARCH I 
"My Tower of Pisa is leaning towards 
you." 

MUSI 
"OK, I only have 15 minutes before I 
have to start practicing again. Do you 
want to hook up or not?" 

PHYSICS MAJOR 
"That's a pretty dress. It would look 
really great accelerating toward my 
bedroom floor at 9.8 meters per sec-
ond squared." 

MATH MAJOR 
"Why don't we oscillate sinusoidally 
along the x-axis?" 

LINGUISTICS MAJOR 
"If I could rewrite the alphabet, I would 
put U and I together, thus creating the 
perfect phonetic dipthong." 

ELEC MAJOR 
"You make my capacitor discharge 
current." 

JONES GUY 
"Can we go back to your place? My 
place is really far away." 

BROWN GUY 
"Can we go back to your place? My 
place is really far awav." 

fptkae rfood tfetwee 
40BH* - *• 

Web Page of the Week 
http://fh. rice, edu/mappage.html 

A couple of weeks ago, the BPEs 
complained about all the tuition 
money being spent on lavish con-
struction on campus. We regret the 
error. Apparently, some of the money 
is also being spent on professional 
Web design, as evidenced by the 
aesthetic masterpiece at the URL 
above. Check it out for yourself. If 
you don't, you're missing out on some 
high-class animated owl icons and a 
dazzling array of colors. 

Feel free to submit your fave Web 
page to backpage@rice.edu. How-
ever, those flying owls make this one 
tough to beat! 

Hie Complete Idiofs Guide to Misclass 
There appears to be a slight misunderstanding about the nature of misclass. The fundamental criterion is that 
it must be funny, although funny is such a subjective term. Judging from 90 percent of this week's 
submissions, some people think that the word "balls" automatically makes any statement side-splittingly 
amusing. The same people likely acclaim Bob Saget's work on "America's Funniest Home Videos" as comic 
genius (when we all know that "Full House" was his pidce de resistance). But we are still being too general 
in our pontifications upon humor. Let's back up our statements with some real-life examples of bad, good and 
Medusa-ugly misclass! 

"You look like a blue cow!" 
— Jones freshman 
Uh, not funny. 

"We made a Silly Putty taco!" 
— Jones freshman 
Wow, not funny again! These 

Jones freshmen are on a roll! 

"I would definitely be one happy 
potato right now, man." 
— Wiess senior 
Ah, but can you make a Silly 
Putty taco? 

"I don't need the Playboy 
Channel. I've got the meat 
sheet." 
— Baker senior 
Hint: His name starts with "B" 
and ends with "nan Werner". 

"I think I've just received the 
most backhanded compliment 
you can get from a girl: 'You 
know what I like about your 
dick? I can fit the whole thing in 
my mouth. '" 
— Jones senior 
Jones wins again! Have no fear, 
Jones freshmen. As you can see, 
three years at Rice can do 
amazing things for your wit. 

"A deadline is a line you cross, 
and you're dead." 
— Dr. Doody, ENGL 362 
A misclass is a line you submit, 
and you're not funny! 

"Decent guys are an endangered 
species. It's because we don't 
reproduce fast enough." 
— Jones f reshman 
Hey there folks! This one's 
actually funny! It almost makes 
up for the blue cow. Well, not 
really. 

We hope we don't sound too picky, 
but after 80 of these comedic gems 
in our inbox every week, we need 
some quality control. As an incen-
tive, we're instituting a new policy 
whereby individuals sending us 
bad misclass will find their name 
printed in large bold type on the 
Backpage under the subject head-
ing: 

NOT 
FUNNY 

The 6 Oh yeah? We made a Silly Putty burrito!' classifieds 
HOUSING 
1 BEDROOM/1 BATH APARTMENT 
for rent located in the heart of the 
Montrose area, near Rice, the medical 
center and Downtown. No smoking or 
pets. $500/month. Call (713) 398-3007. 

HELP WANTED 
HOMEWORKTUTOR NEEDED with 
excellent English skills for seventh and 
ninth graders. 2-3 days per week, early 
evening. Transportation necessary. 
Robin (713) 957-0636or (713) 858-1086 
robin@usernet.com. Salary neg. 

CHILDCARE HELP NEEDED weekday 
afternoons 2:45-6 p.m. Help with home 
work, start dinner, run errands. Must 
have car and references. Call (713) 669-
1375. 

SPANISH TUTOR NEEDED for b e 
ginner. 2-3 hours per week, early 
evening. Transportation necessary. 
Robin (713) 957-0636or (713) 858-1086 
robin@usernet.com. Salary neg. 

BUSY RHEUMATOLOGY practice 
looking for student to help with filing 
medical records. (20 hours a week.) 
(281) 924-4531. 

Nightly Beer Specials at 

WILLY'S PU 

Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

$1 Bud & Bud Light 
$1 Rolling Rock & Mickey's 
$7 Baby Becks Buckets 
$1 Lone Star & $2 Becks 

WORK ... yeah, I guess you could call 
it that. Want a fun part-time job? Con-
tact: CoolJobs@CutClass.com. 

CHILD CARE NEEDED Monday-Fri-
day 3:30-6:00 p.m. for one ten-year-old 
boy. Pick up at school. Reliable trans-
portation. Non-smoker. Begin imme-
diately. (713) 664-0544. 

KOZMO.COM DELIVERY DRIVERS 
needed! We are accepting applications 
for friendly, self-motivated drivers 
(must have own vehicle and proof of 
insurance). Scooter positions are also 
available. Must be able to read a key 
map and have great customer service 
skills. Shifts are mostly nights and 
weekdays. Pay $8-10/hr. Please call 
(832) 252-6021 ext. 19. 

MEDICAL CENTER SURGICAL 
PRACTICE part-time or full-time clini-
cal assistant / clerical. M-F 2-6:30 p.m. 
$8-10/hr. DOE Yeung Institute (713) 
795-4885 fax (713) 795-0502. St. Luke's 
Medical Tower, 6624 Fannin, Suite 
2380. 

SAT TUTORS needed. Required: 
enthusiasm, high standardized test 
scores in math or verbal and reli-
able transportation. 10-20 hours per 
week. $11-17/hr. Call Score Prep 
at (281) 587-6054. 

LOOKING FOR A GRADUATE student 
to baby-sit on occasional Saturday nights 
for two children in my Bellaire home. 
Must be a non-smoker, have references 
and own transportation. House-sitting 
needed occasionally if willing. 

NEED TO EARN EXTRA $$? Looking 
for responsible student to baby-sit for 
River Oaks family with three kids. 
Must be able to drive, help with home-
work and occasionally stay in house 
over weekends. Please call Olivia at 
(713) 526-7051. 

JONES SCHOOL PROFESSOR and 
wife need student for baby-sitting and 
carpooling. Will provide nice garage 

apartment in Bellaire in exchange for 
10 hours a week. Call Susan at (713) 
661-3990. 

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORS 
WANTED, learning Squared, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time 
tutors in the following subjects: Math-
ematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phys-
ics, French, Spanish, English, and 
Finance. Flexible hours. Excellent 
pay. No house calls. Office located 
close to campus. Call (713) 528-7085. 

ON-CAMPUS WORK. $8.50/hour. 
Gain b u s i n e s s exper i ence in a 
friendly, busy, fast-paced office. Rice 
University Executive Education is 
seeking exceptionally sharp students 
to assist in various office duties. Re-
sponsibilities include making copies, 
answering phones, computer work 
(MSWord, Excel), filing, assisting in 
coordinating program functions, in-
cluding restocking materials, greet-
ing executive clients and handling 
miscellaneous requests. Students 
must be professional, able to work 
independently, articulate and com-
puter literate. Three shifts available: 
most Monday and Tuesday evenings 
from 4-9:30 p.m.. Saturday afternoons 
from 1-6:30 p.m., or 10 hours per 
week between Monday and Friday. 
For an interview, please contact Diane 
at (713) 348-4730. 

ROYAL OAKS COUN TRY CLUB is 
looking for hard-working, service-
oriented individuals for the outside 
service staff. Royal Oaks, a Fred 
Couples signature golf course, is an 
18-hole exclusive private country club 
community that is committed to ex-
cellence and member satisfaction. Du-
ties wiii include all tasks associated 
with servicing the practice facility, 
cart barn and bag room. $6-$7 per 
hour + tips. Contact Dave Altemus 
(713) 914-0014. 

CHILD CARE needed. Hours 2:30-6 
p.m. M-F. Call (713) 623-4034or (713) 
839-8204. Ask for Amy. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
D O N T FORGET JESUS CHRIST. 
Come across the street for a College/ 
Graduate Bible Study and free break-
fast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

WINTER BREAK/SPRING BREAK. 
Ski & Beach Trips on sale now! http:/ 
/www.sunchase.com or call 1-800-
SUNCHASE today. 

WANT CASH ? Sign up your classmates 
for cool Internet sites and receive a 
minimum of $1 per person!! There is 
no easier way to make money! Ix>g on 
to http://www. TeamMagma.com or call 
(877) 866-2462. 

BINKYCOME HOME! (713) 348-7195. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions 
are published according to 
space availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 770051892 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(713) 348-3967 
(713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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mailto:robin@usernet.com
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