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PRESENT 

THE PRAZAK QUARTET 
IN AN 

ALL-DVORAK PROGRAM 

Terzetto for Two Violins and Viola, Op. 74 
Jntroduzione: Allegro rna non troppo 

Larghetto 
Scherzo: Vivace 

Tema con variazioni: Poco adagio 

"Cypresses" for String Quartet (Selections) 
No. I. Moderato- "I know that on my love to thee" 

No. 2. Allegro rna non troppo - "Death reigns in many a human breast" 

No. 3. Andante con moto - "When your sweet glances on me fall" 

No. 7. Andante con moto ~ "There lived once my sweetheart" 
No. 10. Andante maestoso - "There stands an ancient crag" 
No. 12. Allegro animato- "You ask me why my songs" 

INTERMISSION 

String Quartet No. 13 in G Major, Op. 106 
Allegro moderato 

Adagio rna non troppo 
Molto vivace 

Finale: Andante sostenyto - Allegro con juoco 

The Prazak String Quartet is represented by Mariedi Anders Artists Management, Inc. 

Photographing and sound recording are prohibited . 
We further request that audible paging devices not be used during performances. Paging arrangements may be made with ushers . 

If it is anticipated that tickets will not be used, subscribers are encouraged to turn them in for resale . 
This is a tax-deductible donation. Call 527-4933. 

KUHF88:7FM 
The radio voice of Houston Friends of Music 
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PROGRAM NOTES 

ANTONIN DVORAK 
(1841-1904) 

Together with Smetana and Janacek, Dvorak is one of the most important composers to come out of 

Czechoslovakia . The first of fourteen children, he achieved prominence from the humblest of beginnings; his grand

parents were peasants, and his father ran a butcher ~hop . His early education was repeatedly interrupted because of his 

poor family circumstances. 

Dvorak began his musical career as a violinist and violist in an amateur orchestra. In 1862, he jointed the orchestra 

of the National Theater in Prague, where he played under Smetana until 1873 . Although Dvorak had probably been 

composing since childhood, his recognition as a composer did not come until the mid-1870's, when his early symphonies 

were performed. Franz Liszt, Johannes Brahms, and Hans von Buelow were instrumental in promoting the publication 

and performance of his works . Brahms also became Dvorak's good friend . 

While Dvorak is best known for such orchestral works as tlie New World Symphony, the Cello Concerto, and the 

Slavonic Dances, his compositions range much more broadly. They include the nine symphonies; many concerted works, 

symphonic poems, overtures and other programatic pieces; ten operas; many vocal works, both liturgical and secular; 

and a wealth of chamber music. Among the latter are fourteen string quartets composed over a period of thirty-three 

years. Characteristic of this voluminous output is a generous incorporation of national folk tunes, rich melodic inven

tion, rhythmic variety, and harmonic intensity. 

Terzetto for Two Violins and Viola, Op. 74 

In the first movement, Dvorak introduces a sunny theme that is embellished contrapuntally. Each of the instruments 

is given equal weight, with a remarkable balance of serenity and virtuosity. The liquid theme of the second movement 

flows melodically from the top voice to the middle voice. After a heroic variation, the movement returns to the original 

material in a lovely restatement and codetta. The opening of the Scherzo is robust and bursting with happiness. In the 

middle section, one can imagine the yodelling of peasants in a lilting song of the mountains. The theme of the variations 

that constitute the last movment is itself a dramatic variation of the first movement's theme. After the next section, full 

of drive and passion, a ritard is introducted in true operatic fashion, ''sung'' by the ''soprano.'' The movement, after a 

few bars in moderate tempo, comes to an exuberant conclusion. 
Adapted from Notes by Jerome Maggio 

"Cypresses" for String Quartet 

This most unusual composition is a re-working of a youthful song-cycle of 1865, "Cypresses." In these songs, 

Dvorak had attempted to express his romantic feelings for Josefina Cermakova, a 16-year-old actress with the Prague 

Theater, where he played in the orchestra. Josefina did not return his love, and the song cycle remained unpublished in 

its earliest form. 

Of the original cycle of 18 songs, Dvorak revised and published four as Op. 2, B. 124, and eight for the collection 

entitled Love Songs, Op. 83, B.l60. He also used three of the pieces in two of his operas. More than twenty years after its 

conception, Dvorak turned again to the original cycle, rewriting twelve of the songs for string quartet in 1887. Retaining 

much of the melodic and harmonic content, he carefully preserved the emotional and musical ties that had drawn him 

back to this composition throughout the intervening years. 

String Quartet No. 13 in G Major, Op. 106 

This penultimate among Dvorak's string quartets was composed in Prague in late 1895, shortly after the composer 

had returned to his homeland following his sojourn in America. The G major quartet is truly a mature work, musically as 

well as chronologically. The first movement strikes one as Beethovensque in concept and structure. With its subtle 

American undertones, the Adagio is the highlight of this quartet. It is among the most mature of all Dvorak's slow 

movements. The third movement, a scherzo, commands our attention with its stormy opening and contrasting pastoral 

trio. The Finale is a true expression of Dvorak's deep appreciation of nature and all that life has to offer . 

Notes by Constance Dvoretzky 



PRAZAK STRING QUARTET 

VACLA V REMES, Violin 
JOSEF KLUSON, Viola 

VLASTIMIL HOLEK, Violin 
MICHAL KANKA, Cello 

The Prazak Quartet w~s formed in 1972 while its members were still students at the Music Conser
vatory in Prague. The following year the Quartet made its official debut in a series of concerts in 
Finland. In 1974 they were awarded first prize in the Chamber Music Competition arranged by the 
Prague Conservatory to celebrate the Year of Czech Music. It proved to be only the first of their 
many awards, which include the Grand Prix at the International String Quartet Competition in 
Evian (1978), first prize at the National Competition of String Quartets in Czechoslovakia (1978), 
and no less than three awards at the International Prague Spring Festival - first prize for the 
String Quartet Competition, a prize for the best performance of a contemporary composition, and 
the Lord Mayor of Prague's award for the most outstanding participant in the competition. 

Since that time, the Prazak Quartet has ·given concerts in the most important music centers of 
Europe - including Salzburg, Munich, Rome, Paris, Berlin, Cologne, London and Amsterdam 
- and in North America. 

The Prazak Quartet has collaborated with members of the Smetana and LaSalle Quartets. They 
have made broadcasts for Radio France, Radio Holland, the WDR in Cologne, and Radio Prague. 
They can be heard on the Supraphon, Panton, and Orfeo labels, and recently signed a long-term 
contract with Nuova Era (Italy) to record quartets of Haydn, Mozart, and the complete Beethoven 
cycle. 

HOUSTON FRIENDS OF MUSIC is a non-profit organization dedicated to the presentation of chamber .t ensembles with national and international reputations, and to the development of new audiences. 
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