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BIOGRAPHIES 

DEBORAH KARNER is a stage director with first-hand knowledge of operatic per
formance. Her vocal studies were with Judith Raskin, and as a singer she has performed 
a wide variety of operatic roles and concert repertoire. 

Ms. Karner has directed traditional and contemporary opera in Italy, Austria, and 
the U.S. Her contemporary productions have ranged from performance art col
laborations with the Magic Circle Opera Repertory Ensemble (New York City) and 
Carrying Place (Maine) to new works with the New York Lyric Opera and premieres 
with Cornell Musica Nova (Ithaca, New York) and Festa Musicale Stiana (Italy). 

Ms. Karner maintains a private studio in New York, teaching stage technique for 
singers. Her work as director and dramatic coach has led her to create an ongoing 
workshop which develops an operatic performance technique as a synthesis of acting, 
movement, and singing. 

Ms. Karner has been Artistic Director of the Ithaca Opera Association and is cur
rently an artist-in-residence for the Metropolitan Operas in-school program "Creating 
Original Opera." 

HAL LANIER, music director, is a native of Atlanta, Georgia, and holds a Masters 
degree from the University of Michigan. His professional affiliations include Houston 
Grand Opera, The Opera Company of Boston, Opera New England, Wolf Trap Opera 
Company, Texas Opera Theater, and the Atlanta Opera. His teaching experience in
cludes musical direction for the University of Michigan Opera Workshop and vocal 
coaching for the Houston Opera Studio. For five years Mr. Lanier concertized with 
famed basso Cesare Siepi. Also known as a composer, he has written numerous original 
scores for theatre and dance, most notably for Cheryl Crawfords Broadway produc
tion of So Long on Lonely Street. Other compositions have received their premieres 
at Lincoln Center and Kennedy Center and have been broadcast on National Public 
Radio. Mr. Lanier presently holds the position Artist Teacher of Opera Studies at 
The Shepherd School of Music. 
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Alan Green, Ryan Minor, Jeff Jackson, Paul Neal, Scott Rudy, Liz Lam, 
Sara Bayer, David Mebane, Julianne Gearhart, Kandi Wiley, 

Creighton Rumph, Cari Harris, Stephanie Petrusek, 
Beth Munkres, Graham LeBron, Kara Kane, 

Rebecca Coberly, Katie Webster 

CHILDREN'S CHORUS 

Kyle Braley, Shannon Delong, Julia Krohn, 
Eliza McHard, Cye Sanati, 

Evans Wittenberg 

La Boheme 
by Giacomo Puccini 

(1858-1924) 

First performed at the Teatro Regio 
in Turin, Italy, on February I, 1896. 

ACT I - Christmas eve in Paris, a garret in the Latin Quarter. 
Rodolfo, Marcello, Colline, Schaunard, Benoit, Mimi 

PAUSE 

ACT II - That same night, a Public Square and Cafe Momus. 
Chorus, Children's Chorus, Military Tattoo, Mimi, Rodolfo, 
Marcello, Colline, Schaunard, Musetta, Alcindoro, Parpignol 

INTERMISSION 

ACT III - February of the next year at dawn; A Gate to the City of Paris. 
Chorus, Mimi, Marcello, Rodolfo, Musetta 

PAUSE 

ACT IV - Sometime later that year; Back in the Latin Quarter garret. 
Rodolfo, Mimi, Musetta, Marcello, Colline, Schaunard 

This production is made possible by a generous 

endowment from the late Dr. Leon Wilson Clark. 



SYNOPSIS 

ACT! 

Two young men, a painter and a poet, are seen chafing at the cold. Marcello suggests 
chopping up a chair for firewood, but Rodolfo prefers to burn the five-act drama on which 
he has been working. Colline enters to find the hearth ablaze. Schau nard arrives accom
panied by two children carrying logs and victuals. While his three friends take charge of 
their disposal, Schaunard explains his sudden wealth. He had been employed by a rich 
nobleman to play to a neighbor's noisy parrot until it dropped dead. He charmed the cham
bermaid into giving him some parsley which he fed to the parrot, who promptly died; hence 
his own reward. The Bohemian decide to celebrate by dining out in the Latin Quarter when 
there is knock at the door. It is their landlord, Benoit, come to demand the rent. They receive 
him cordially and ply him with wine together with much flattery regarding his amorous 
exploits; when he waxes indiscreet over his wife's ugliness and bad temper, they pretend to 
be shocked and throw him out. They depart for the Cafe Momus, leaving Rodolfo to finish 
writing an article before joining them. Soon there is another, more timid knock on the door. 
It is Mimi, their neighbor, whose candle has gone out. Rodolfo ushers her in; she is clearly 
ailing. She faints and he revives her with a glass of wine. She is about to leave when she 
discovers that she has dropped her key. Together they look for it. Rodolfo finds it and slips 
it into his pocket,· then his hand touches Mimi's, prompting his aria Che gelida manina 
(Your tiny hand is frozen). Mimi replies with a modest stmy of her life, Mi chiamano Mimi. 
The voices of the Bohemians are heard below urging Rodolfo to hurry along. He replies that 
he is not alone. He then turns to see Mimi bathed in a shaft of moonlight, and the act con
cludes with their love duet 0 soave fanciulla. 

ACT II 

Schaunard disputes with a shopkeeper and Rodolfo takes Mimi off to buy a bonnet. 
Colline exults over the purchase of a book, and Marcello ogles the passing girls. He, 
Colline and Schaunard sit down at a table outside the cafe to the annoyance of other clients, 
and Rodolfo presents Mimi to his friends. Mimi expresses delight in her new bonnet. 
Musetta makes a spectacular entrance, followed by her latest 'protector,' the state coun
cilor Alcindoro. Seeing Marcello, the lover to whom she always returns, she stages a 
scene for his benefit. She torments Alcindoro by complaining about the service, smashing 
a plate and then bursts into song (Quando me'n vo). Finally, she gets rid of her escort by 
pretending that her shoe is hurting her, sending him off to buy another pair. Then, to the 
delight of the bystanders, she falls into Marcello's arms. The waiter arrives to settle 
accounts. As a military tattoo passes by, Musetta tells the Bohemians to add their bill to 
hers. They leave as Alcindoro returns with the shoes and is presented with the bill. 

ACT III 

It is a cold winter's dawn. From the nearby tavern come the sounds of reveby. The toll
gate keepers admit street cleaners and then milkmaids. Mimi enter coughing. She asks for 
Marcello and when he appears, she pours out her heart to him. Rodolfo has ruined their 
life together with his unreasonable jealousy. As Marcello attempts to comfort her, Rodolfo 
comes out of the inn. Mimi hides and overhears him telling Marcello that he intends to leave 
her because she is a .flirt. However, under pressure from Marcello, he admits the real rea
son for their separation: she is dying of consumption and he is unable to provide for her. 
Mimi reveals her presence. Marcello, hearing Musetta's brazen laugh, hurries into the tav
ern. Mimi takes leave of Rodolfo in a sad arietta interwoven with musical reminiscences 
(Donde lieta usci). In a final quartet, Mimi and Rodolfo decide to remain together until the 
spring. Musetta and Marcello quarrel fitriously. 



ACT IV 

Rodolfo and Marcello are again at work but their thoughts stray to their absent sweet
hearts (Ah, Mimi, tapiu non torni). They are joined by Schaunard and Colline who bring 
along meager provisions. The high spirits and horseplay have a forced air and are then 
interrupted by the arrival of Musetta with the dying Mimi. Rodolfo assists her to the bed; 
Musetta gives her earrings to Marcello, telling him to buy medicine and to send for a doctor. 
She herself will buy a mujjfor Mimi scold hands. In an arietta (Vecchia zimmarra) Co !line 
bids a mournful farewell to his overcoat, intending to pawn it to help the dying girl. He leaves 
with Schaunard. Alone with Mimi, Rodolfo declares that she is as beautiful as the dawn. The 
lovers recall their first meeting. The others return. Musetta brings the muff, pretending that 
Rodolfo has paid for it. Mimi sinks calmly into death and Rodolfo falls on her lifeless body. 

- Adapted from notes by Julian Budden 
from The New Grove Dictionary of Opera. 
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