
.,. 

PIANO DEDICATION RECITAL 

BRIAN CONNELLY, piano 

Thursday, January 25, 1990 
8:00p.m. in the 

Shepherd School Recital Hall 

RICE UNIVERSITY 



Le Tombeau de Couperin 
Prelude 
Forlane 
Rigaudon 
Menuet 
Toccata 

PROGRAM 

From Vingt Regards sur l'Enfant-Jesus 
(Twenty Meditations on the Christ-Child) 

Regard des Anges (Meditation of the Angels) 

Maurice Ravel 
(1875-1937) 

Olivier Messiaen 
(b. 1908) 

Scintillations, percussions; powelful blasts from immense trombones. 
Your servants are the flames offire. Then the song of birds who drink 
the blue. The amazement of the angels expands-for it is not their race, 
but the human race, with which God has united. 

Regard du silence (Meditation of Silence) 
Silence in the hand, inverted rainbow. Each silence of the manger re
veals music and colors that are the mysteries of Jesus Christ. 
-Alternating chords, music multicolored and impalpable, like confetti, 
like delicate jewels, like clashing reflections. 

Regard de !'Esprit de joie (Meditation of the Spirit of Joy) 
A vehement dance, the drunken sound of horns, ecstasy of the Holy 
Spirit, the joyous love of God, contented in the soul of Jesus Christ. I 
have always been struck by the fact that God is happy- and that this 
ineffable and continua/joy lived in the soul of Christ. Joy is for me an 
ecstasy, a drunkenness, in the most extravagant sense. 

INTERMISSION 

Fantasy inC Major, D. 760, "Wanderer" Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 

Liebesfreud (Love's Joy) Fritz Kreisler/ Sergei Rachmaninoff 
(1875-1962) (1873-1943) 

The New York Steinway concert grand piano 
is dedicated to Mr. Walter G. Hall for his generous support of 

The Shepherd School of Music. 
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PIANO DEDICATION 

The New York Steinway performed on this evening was completed on Decem
ber 10, 1965 (serial number 392330). It was originally sold to Grayson Nichols, 
who was then the manager of the Concert and Artist Department for Campbell's 
Music Company, the Steinway dealer in Washington D.C. Mr. Nichols' career 
eventually took him to the retail sales division ofSteinway Hall, on West 57th Street 
in New York, and his beloved piano followed him. 

This piano was played by some of the world's greatest pianists, who signed their 
names on the plate of the piano. The first signature is that of the late Vladimir 
Horowitz. To the right of his autograph is the signature of the late Artur Rubinstein. 
Moving further to the rear of the plate one finds the autographs of Alicia 
De Laroccha and Eugene Istomin, who wanted to revisit the piano when he played 
in Houston's Jones Hall last year. Artists who added compliments to their 
autographs include Adele Marcus, the legendary professor at the Juilliard School, 
who commented, "Scriabine discovered! Thank you." Richard Conti-Guglia, one 
member of a twin brother duo piano team wrote, "To Grayson, May you always be 
the proud father of twins, from one who knows their value." Shura Cherkassky 
autographed the plate after a highly successful concert, "To Grayson, with 
gratitude and in friendship." Daniel Pollack, a renowned artist now at the 
University of Southern California, wrote, "To Grayson, a special person, a 
gorgeous Steinway." Barbara Nissman wished Grayson "a lifetime of pleasure and 
beautiful music." 

Several important members of the Steinway family signed the plate as well: 
Henry Z. Steinway and the late John Steinway, chief executives of the company until 
its sale in 1986, as well as Henry's children, Harry and William E. Steinway. 
Vincent Orlando, Steinway's production manager until1987, also signed the plate. 

In 1987, as a result of an increasing concert and recital schedule, Michael 
Hammond, Dean of The Shepherd School of Music, asked two members of the 
faculty, John Perry and Dean Shank, to locate a superb New York Steinway concert 
grand to complement the outstanding Hamburg Steinway acquired by the School in 
1985. After an extensive search that covered many Steinway and independent 
dealers as well as a trip to the Steinway factory, Mr. Nichols' piano was discovered 
at Faust Piano Company in Irvington, New York. After independent testing, both 
faculty artists were convinced that this piano would be the pelfect addition to the 
Shepherd School concert piano inventory that includes the Hamburg Steinway and 
a new New York Steinway. Since its acquisition, it has been frequently sought after 
by faculty, students and visiting artists. It has also used been for professional audio 
and video recording sessions, with one artist cancelling a digital recording session 
in Los Angeles so that this piano could be used. 

In the summers of 1987 and 1988 the piano was carefully restored by Steve 
Schmidt, the president of The Piano People, a piano shop in Champaign, Illinois. 
This firm is well known by Steinway & Sons, and specializes in the authentic 
restoration of older, vintage Steinway instruments. Much of the work was carried 
out in the Shepherd School Recital Hall under the supervision of Dr. Shank. 



BIOGRAPHIES 

Pianist BRIAN CONNELLY has been heralded as a musician of extra
ordinary diversity. A graduate of the University of Michigan, he joined the 
faculty of The Shepherd School of Music in 1984, becoming its youngest full
time member. He performs regularly with today's outstanding artists, and 
has premiered works by composers such as William Bolcom, Paul Cooper, 
David Diamond, Ross Lee Finney, and Peter Schickele. Mr. Connelly's 
appearances during the last season have included ten programs with the 
highly innovative Da Camera Society, six programs with the Cascade Head 
Festival, recitals with violinist Sergiu Luca, and several sold-out per
formances of the complete Vingt Regards sur /'Enfant-Jesus by Olivier 
Messiaen. 

WALTER G. HALL grew up in Houston and League City and graduated 
from Rice University in 1928. A successful banker for over fifty years, he was 
at one time a powerful political activist in Galveston County and supporter 
of Democratic leaders in Texas. His achievements include being instrumen
tal in the creation of the Galveston County Water Control and Improvement 
District No.2 and the equalization of property taxes in Galveston County. A 
longtime friend of Lyndon Johnson, Mr. Hall was responsible in part for the 
tremendous economic growth that followed the decision to locate the space 
industry in the Houston area. 

Walter Hall's contributions to Rice University include the endowment of 
the Radoslav A. Tsanoff Chair in Public Affairs and a major gift for the 
building fund of The Shepherd School of Music. He is a Life Member of the 
Rice University Associates and a member of the Friends ofF ondren Library 
and the Shepherd Society. 
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