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Dedication of Richardson College 
Rice University, Houston 10/16/71 

Most of you have come here to help d~dicate a building ... a college ... a promising 
addition to a great university. So, too, have I. . 

But I have also come here on a pilgrimage to honor an extraordinary man --who 
was also my friend-- Sid W. Richardson. 

I use the word "extraordinary" in its ullest sense: He was an exceptional man; 
a giant, even among his peers. 

He was exceptional not just because he overcame poverty to amass millions. 
Others have done that. 

He was exceptional not just because he kept his friends and his sense of humor 
and his modesty along the way. Others have done that. 

He was exceptional not just because he shunned the limelight. Other successful 
men have done that. 

He was exceptional not just because he lived frugally so that he could establish a 
great foundation for the benefit of all men. Others have done that, too, although few 
have done it on so large a scale. 
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Sid Richardson was exceptional because he combined all of those attributes, and 
more: He was a self-made man who never forgot his humblebeginnings ... a rough and 
tumble, bare-knuckled competitor who nev r lost his innate sense of kindness toward 
other people ... a cripple who could laugh a~ life ... an enormously powerful man who 
never threw his weight around ... a man w o denied himself so he could give to others 
that which he was denied. 

My father used to say that when you brush up against the grindstone of life, you 
get a polish that you can never get at Haryqrd or Princeton or Yale (and I hope Perry 
Bass wi II forgive my r~ference to Yale). *'' ' 

·, . 
Well, Sid Richardson was up against li fe's grindstona. .. ~bout as much as any man 

I have known. And he developed a polish and a set of values and a personality that 
none of us who knew him and loved him will ever forget~ He made life a little richer 
for a II who came in contact with him. 

But it was typical of the man that he did not want others to goth rough the 
hardships that he experienced. He wanted young people to have the kind of education 
that he had to forego ••. to re~d the essays t~at .he missed ... to take part in the scholarly 
discussions that he was denied. 

John Adams once wrote: ''I must study politics and war that my sons may have 
') 

liberty to study mathematics and philosophy~ My sons ought to study mathematics and 
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philosophy ... in order to give th'e·ir childre a right to study painting, poetry, music, 
and a r c h it ect u r e ..•. n 

That is one meaning of the Sid W. Ri hardson Foundation. Sid Richardson 
wanted to put a little oil on the grindstone f life for successive generations. 

The other meaning of the Foundation has to do with Sid Richardson's deep faith 
in education. He understood the truth of H. G. Wells' words that 11 Human history 
becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe. 11 

His Foundation has given millions of ollars to Rice, ~the University of Texas, 
~A8ii8AO 'Rristialt, amt TCU, and ~Wf'8Pother schools so we can be a stronger 
and more ·courageous people; so we would ave the capacity to make en lightened 
judgments about the urgent and critical questions of our time. 

Those questions are crying out for solutions. 

How can men learn to live together i ., peace and harmony, instead of using the 
instruments of the jungle to settle their di ferences? Today, the instruments of the 
jungle have the capacity of sending us back to the jungle --or back, even, to the -caves. 

How are we going to lower the world' birthrate to avoid doubling our 
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population in 35 years, and tripling our po ulation in 50 years --to more than 10 
billion people? I have seen what the popu ,ation explosion has already done-- in 
India and Pakistan and the Far East. I ha~e seen the look of hunger is a sea of 
faces -- and I know the world will never be] at peace until there is enough for every 
man, woman and child to eat. 

~ 
How can we undo the ravages of tech ~ ology so that we can purify our air and 

clean up our rivers and lakes and restore ~eauty to our countryside? Even if we could 
physically survive the effects _of unchecke pollution --which· I doubt-- our spirits 
would not. Something very critical dies in man when he spends his life looking at 
beer cans and paper cartons and faded billboards and rusting automobiles where once 
there were green hi lis and I ush forests. 

How can we unite our people to live together and work together in a common 
cause to better~ mankind? How are we going to withstand the emotional appeal of 
those divisive elements which seek to pit brother against brother? 

I think that Sid Richardson hoped that by strengthening our universities, he 
could help strengthen America as well --- afld ultimately help save America. But 
buildings alone will not save us. Buildings alone will not train young men and 
women to understand the greatness of Arne ica ... or to commit themselves to correct 
its flaws. · L ! 
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That is the task of the instructors an the professors. They-- and only they-
can encourage our students to speak truth not slogans ... to seek change, not chaos ••. 
to use reason, not riots to make a better w rid. 

And I would hope that every teacher ou ld ask himself at the end of every day: 
''Have I done everything I could to help bu ld a stronger, more just and more united 
America?" 

I have said in the past that of all the hundreds of millions of words that are 
contained in the LBJ Library in Austin, th two that best express my own philosophy rl 

of life are these: "Man can. " /l ~ 

Sid Richardson's entire life was an affirmation of that philosophy. He was a 
"can-do" man to whom the word "impossib {e" was just another challenge. 

I hope that some of that attitude wi II ' ~rub off on the students who wi II be 
privileged to be part of Richardson College In the years to come. I hope that in 
remembering the man after whom their co lege was named, they wi II be reminded 
that "Man can." 

That, more than anything else, woul do honor to his memory. 
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