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FESTIVAL OF 

AMERICAN CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 

at Rice University 
November 1-10, 1988 

celebrating American Music Week 

CAMBIATA SOLOISTS 
UNEW BEGINNINGS ... (AND ENDINGS)" 

Friday, November 4, 1988 
8:00 p.m. in Hamman Hall 

the 
RICE UNIVERSITY ~~ 

Of Music 



''NEW BEGINNINGS ... (AND ENDINGS) '' 

PROGRAM 

Sonata for Flute and Piano (1983) 
Theme and Variations 
Slow 
Quick 

A Cool Glow of Radiation 
for flute and tape ( 1966) 

Zephyrus 

Amy Winn, flute 
Craig Bohmler, piano 

for oboe and piano (1970) 
The Watts Towers 

for solo drummer (1981) 

For Cornelius (1982) 

Hee-oo-oom-ha (1987) 
For Satie (1988) 
In the Stars (1988) 

Wendy Williams , flute 
Janet Rarick, oboe 

Christine Schaffer, piano 
Ray Dillard, drums 

Yvar Mikhashoff, piano 

INTERMISSION 

from ''Three Vocalizations'' 

Toby Twining, singer 

Exiles Cafe Tango (1984) 
Curriculum Vitae Tango (1977) 
TANGO: Ms. Jackson Dances for the World (1986) 
Perpetual Tango (1984) 

Tango Voices (1984) 
Blue Temptation Tango (1987) (Premiere) 
Thorn-Tom Lips 

Yvar Mikhashoff, piano 

Craig Bohmler 

Charles Boone 

Alvin Curran 

Toby Twining 

Michael Sahl 
Lukas Foss 

Nicholas Scott Pender 
John Cage 

William Duckworth 
Charles Sepos 

Robert Berkman 



PROGRAM NOTES 

Sonata for Flute and Piano (1983) .................................... Craig Bohmler 
Composed as a flute concerto, Sonata for Flute and Piano was commissioned 

by and received its premiere performance with the San Diego International 
Symphony. 

A Cool Glow of Radiation (1966) ...................................... Charles Boone 
Zephyrus ( 1970) 
The Watts Tower (1981) 

These three solo/duo pieces were composed over a period offiteen years and 
were not originally intended to be played together. Nevertheless, we present them 
tonight as a little suite of chamber music. A Cool Glow of Radiation takes its title 
from something I read in a college physics text which described the state our universe 
would one day find itself in. It seemed like an engaging and poetic vision, and 
I borrowed it for that reason. The title Zephyrus comes from a small bronze sculpture 
by the San Francisco artist Bruce Beasley. His work in the 1960's had references 
in it to flight and things projecting out into space. Zephyrus is the Greek god of 
the west wind. The Watts Towers are remarkable folk art structures more than 
one hundred feet high, built in Los Angeles between 1921 and 1955 by the Italian 
immigrant tile setter, Simon Rodia. He made them as an expression of thanks to 

+- the people who had been kind to him in his adopted country. My piece is intended 
as a tip of the hat to this wonderful artist and the generosity he showed in building 
those remarkable structures. 

-Notes by Charles Boone 

Hee-oo-oom-ha (1987) .......................................... ........... Toby Twining 
For Satie (1988) 
In the Stars (1988) 

Hee-oo-oom-ha and In the Stars are a capella, multi-vocal works whose tech
niques derive from African, Asian and popular music. Hee-oo-oom-ha was composed 
for choreographer Melanie Bales and first performed August 8, 1987 at Cleveland 
State University. It is a tribute to the Ba Bengele Pygmies of Central West Africa, 
a people famous for their extraordinary musicality. In the Stars is the middle move
ment of Three Vocalizations which was composed for choreographer Gus Solomons 
Jr. and first performed May 20, 1988 at the Joyce Theater, New York City. 

For Satie, a reference to Erik Satie 's Gnossiennes, was first performed June 
29, 1988 at the American Dance Festival Musicians Concert, Durham, North 
Carolina. 

Toby Twining recorded each part ''minus one'' for live performance. He wishes 
to gratefully acknowledge his collaborator-in-recording, Mark Rulsel of Pogo 
Records in Champaign, Illinois. 



The Cambiata Soloists is a group of professional chamber musicians founded 
in 1971 by mezzo-soprano Isabelle Ganz. Ms. Ganz, along with several outstand
ing Houston musicians, began bringing little-known works of great value to Texas 
audiences. 

Cambiata Soloists draws on the many fine university faculties and performing 
organizations in Houston for the remainder of its membership. The personnel of 
each concert is dependent on the programming for that concert. 

The organization has to its credit many Houston premieres of important con
temporary works such as The Windwife by Yvar Mikhashoff (1974), an entire pro
gram of little-known works by Ravel (1975), Revenants by Ellsworth Milburn (1978), 
and Songs of Antigone by Paul Cooper (1980). In 1983 the group gave Houston 
premieres of Ancient Voices of Children by George Crumb, Serenade by Schoenberg 
and an entire program of Houston premieres of American music in February, 1984, 
including works of Crumb, Carter, Cage and Fennimore. 

Though Cambiata Soloists performs many contemporary works, the group is 
equally at home with standard repertory. In this area the group enjoys performing 
forgotten works or those with unusual combinations of voices and instruments which 
would not otherwise be heard in this pt;~rt of the country. Works such as the in
troduction and Allegro by Ravel, an entire program of 16th and 17th century 
madrigals accompanied by viols, recorder, lute and viola da gamba, and Duet 
('with two eyeglasses obbligato') by Beethoven, written for viola and contrabass, 
are regular components of concert programs. 

Cambiata Soloists has performed in San Antonio, Austin and Houston, its home 
base. In addition, the group has appeared in Albany, Buffalo, and Rochester, New 
York. Cambiata Soloists presented concerts as part of the Festival of American 
Contemporary Music at Rice University in 1986 and 1987. The group has received 
critical praise for their innovative programming, as well as for their high stan
dards of musical performance. 


