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THE OPERA THEATER 
of THE SHEPHERD SCHOOL OF ... SI C 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

Anthony Addison, Director 
lynn Griebling, Coach/Accompanist 

The Program will be selected from the following 
Repertory of Operatic Scenes, Fall 1986 

-listed in chronological order-

1. LA SERVA PADRONA - Giovanni Pergolesi, 1733 
Uberto's home, Italy, 17th Century 

Uberto, an old bachelor 
Serpina, his maid 

Michael Jones 
li na Chang Li ao 

Serpina plans to improve her social position by marrying her 
employer. Uberto objects and has to be persuaded, a 
challenge which Serpina accepts willingly. 

2. JO(Jt[N£0 - Wolfgang A.deus Mozart, 1781 
The island of Crete, mythological times 

Idamante, son of King Idomeneo 
Ilia, a captured Trojan princess 
Idomeneo 
Elektra, a Cretian noble woman 

linda Daniels 
Diana Barton-Brown 

lyle Kohlhepp 
lisa Unsell 

Returning from the Trojan wars, I domeneo runs into a 
dreadful storm and bargains with Neptune for his life, 
offering in return that of the first person he encounters on 
shore, and this turns out to be his son, Idamante. Without 
telling of his bargain, he does everything possible to 
outwit Neptune and spare his son, but to no avail. 
Meanwhile, Idamante unwittingly spurning Elektra's charms, 
falls in love with a daughter of the enemy, Ilia of Troy. 
They express their love, but are discovered by Elektra who 
brings ldomeneo, hoping that he will banish Ilia and leave 
the field open for her. 
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3. LE NOZZE 01 FIGARO - Wolfgang A.deus Mozart, 1786 
The Castle of Aguas Frescas, Spain, circa 1765 

Marcellina, a retainer 
Susanna, the Countess' personal maid 

Susanna 
Cherubino, a page in the castle 

Countess Almaviva 
Susanna 

Susanna 

Trudy Bent 
Johanna Bonno 

lisa long 
lisa Inman 

Trudy Bent 
Cassandra Kunkel 

Katherine Schlachter 

For reasons too complicated to explain, Marcellina wishes 
Susanna to think that it is public knowledge that she is 
carrying on a liason with Count Almaviva, her employer, who 
indeed has such designs upon her. Years of experience in 
getting the better of other women gives Marcellina an edge 
in the ensuing battle, but her plan backfires. left alone, 
Susanna is visited by the page, Cherubino, who is in trouble 
for evincing at too early an age certain characteristics of 
his master, Count Almaviva. 

later, Susanna and her mistress put together a plan to teach 
the philandering Count a lesson. He is to find an unsigned 
poem suggesting a moonlight rendez-vous and will assume that 
it is from Susanna. If he takes the bait, however, it will 
be the Countess in Susanna's clothes who will meet him, and 
he will find himself in the embarrassing position of 
inadvertently making love to his own wife. 

But Susanna has other problems, in the shape of a jealous 
fiance who thinks she may have given in to his master's 
desires. Susanna puts on a little scene for him, as if she 
were waiting for her lover. In fact she is, but his name 
is Figaro, not Almaviva. 
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4. DON GIOVANNI - Wolfgang ~deus Mozart, 1787 
A court yard near Seville, Spain, 17th Century 

Masetto, a peasant 

Zerlina, his fiancee 

David Taylor 
*Rodney Cuellar 
Rebecca Garfein 

*Krista Polk 

Zerlina, on the way to her wedding, has been greatly 
diverted by the amorous Don Giovanni, a fact of somP 
resentment to Masetto. Now Masetto has been 'mugged,' and 
Zerlina is faced with the task of curing his ills, of spirit 
and body. 

5. DIE ZAUBERFLOTE - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 1791 
Somewhere within Sarastro's palace, 

in far distant times 

Princess Pamina, daughter of the Queen of Night Lisa Long 
Papageno, a bird catcher Rodney Cuellar 

Papageno, supposedly leading Prince Tamino to rescue Pamina 
from Sarastro's power, has lost the prince and run into a 
strange man, Monostatos. Previously Monostatos has tried to 
force his attentions upon Pamina whom he is supposed to be 
guard.ing for Sarastro, and she has fainted. At the 
encounter, Monostatos and Papageno are scared by each 
other's sudden appearance, but Papageno, recovering first, 
comes upon Pamina. The conversation turns to love, a 
pursuit in which Papageno is heretofore singularly 
unsuccessful. 

6. FIDELIO - Ludwig van Beethoven, 1805 
The Head Jailor's compound, 

a prison in Germany, circa 1800 

Marze lli ne, the jailer's daughter 
Jaquino, assistant jailer 

Shannon Swift 
Dixon Printz 

Jaquino thinks the time ripe to propose marriage, but 
another man has come into Marzelline's life - Fidelio. The 
poor girl does not realise that Fidelio is in fact Leonora, 
wife of one of the jail's political prisoners. 
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7. IL BARRIERE Dl SIYIGLIA- Gioachino Rossini. 1816 
Dr. Bartolo's house, Seville, circa 1760 

Figaro, barber, handy man and schemer 
Count Almaviva 
Rosina, Bartolo's ward 

Roman Rebilas 
Stephen Bomgardner 

Melanie Smith 

In order to be loved for himself and not just for his rank, 
Count Almaviva has wooed Rosina as a poor student, lindoro. 
They plan to elope in a storm, but her ill-informed 
guardian, wanting to marry her himself, warns her that 
l i ndoro is on 1 y the servant of the Count, sent to "soften 
her up" for him. 

8. LA CEHERENTOLA - Gioachino Rossini. 1817 
The kitchen of Baron Magnifico's dilapidated castle, 

long ago 

Clorinda, Don Magnifico's 
oldest and fairest Cassandra Kunkel 

Tisbe, his second pride and joy Rebecca Garfein 
Cinderella, his third, and despised daughter lisa Inman 
Alidoro, the Prince's tutor David Taylor 

Clorinda and Tisbe are baiting Cinderella in their usual 
manner when a beggar ca 11 s. The 'beggar' is Pri nee 
Ramiro's tutor whose task it is to help the prince find a 
wife who will love him just for himself. Alidoro quickly 
sizes up the household, and leaves in haste. 

9. DER FREISCIIJTZ - Carl Maria von Weber. 1821 

Anne hen 
Agathe 

A cottage, Bohemia, circa 1770 

linda Daniels 
Shannon Swift 

Max has contracted with evil powers to win a shooting 
competition - his bullets being magically directed to their 
target. As usually happens in such arrangements, the gain 
is balanced by some loss. At the moment of his first trial 
shot, a picture falls from the wall on his fiancee, Agath~ 
Annchen tries to restore the picture to its original_place 
and her cousin to her normal good humor. 
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10. DON PASQUALE - Gaetano Donizetti, 1843 
The breakfast room in Pasquale's house, Rome, 

early 19th Century 

Don Pasquale, a bachelor 
His manservant 
Dr. Malatesta 

Robert Hatcher 
David Taylor 
David Sloat 

Pasquale is fed up with his ne'er-do-well nephew who shares his 
house and counts on inheriting his fortune. He therefore 
decides to get married, knowing that the house will not 
accomodate both wife and nephew. Malatesta, friend of all 
parties, offers his "sister", in fact an actress who will be 
sweetness itself until the rings are exchanged, and will then 
revea 1 herse 1 f as a free-spending and unreasonab 1 e vixen. 
Pasquale, it is hoped, will quickly tire of her tempers and will 
agree to anything just to get rid of her. 

11. THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR - Otto Nicolai, 1849 
A square in Windsor, England, 15th Century 

A page, sent by Falstaff 
Mistress Ford, a rich wife of Windsor 
Mistress Page, another such 

Fenton, a young and poor squire 
Master Page 
Mine Host of The Garter Inn 

Sir John Falstaff 
Master Ford 

Krista Polk 
Lisa Unsell 

Linda Daniels 

Cheng Hua 
John Krueger 

Rodney Cuellar 

Robert Hatcher 
Michael Washington 

Sir John Falstaff, a fat and aging knight of dreadful repute, 
seeks to repair his depleted treasury by writing to two wealthy 
women of Windsor, Alice Ford and Meg Page. The poor old fool 
does not have the wit to realise that they are friends who share 
their most intimate secrets. 

Meg Page and her husband each have separate plans for their 
daughter's future, and neither has much appea 1 for Ann who wants 
to marry a young squire, Fenton. Fenton broaches the subject to 
Mr. Page and is laughed out of court. 

Alice's husband, Ford, is inordinately jealous of his wife's 
virtue, suspecting that Falstaff's attentions are being rewarded. 
In order to find the truth, he disguises himself and visits the 
old knight at his present abode, the Garter Inn. His anxietes 
are not laid to rest. 
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12. PRODANA NEVESTA (THE BARTERED BRIDE) -
Bedrich Smetana 1866 

A village square in Bohemia, mid-19th Century 

Marenka, daughter of respected parents 
Jenik, a wanderer with whom she is in love 

Krista Polk 
James Winslow 

Marenka has just been told that her parents have arranged 
with a marriage broker to find her a husband, news which 
conflicts strongly with her desire to marry for love. 
Jenik is a man 'with a past,' details of which he has not 
shared with MarenkL By strange coincidence, the marriage 
broker has suggested Jenik's half-brother as a likely 
husband, and this prompts Jenik to try a plan which he hopes 
will both get him his girl and make him wealthy, a state he 
is not likely to attain without such luck. 

13. DOH CARLOS - Giuseppe Verdi 1 1867 
The Court of King Philip II of Spain, mid-16th Century 

· King Philip I I 
The Grand Inquisitor 

Michael Jones 
John Krueger 

For political reasons Philip has married Elisabeth de 
Valois, unaware that she was betrothed to his son, Carlos. r 

Now Philip has found letters between Elizabeth and Carlos 
declaring their love, and wrongly believes that his wife is 
being unfaithful. His son has opposed him on matters of 
state and has threatened him. Philip has called the Grand 
Inquisitor, a man of ninety and nearly blind, for advice, 
but the visit only highlights the ever present conflict 
between church and state. 

14. ROMEO ET JULIETTE - Charles Gounod. 1967 
The Capulet mansion, Verona, 14th Century 

Juliette Capulet 

Romeo Montague 

Johanna Bonno 
*Katherine Schlachter 

James Winslow 

In an antiroom leading off the great hall where a ball is in 
progress, Juliette bids her nurse farewell. Romeo, son of 
Capulet's arch enemy, Montague, and an uninvited guest, 
comes upon her. They fall in love. 
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15. DIE FLEDERMAUS - Johann Strauss, 1874 
The spa at Bad Ischl - circa 1870 

Rosalinda 
Eisenstein, her husband 
Dr. Blind, a lawyer 

Rosalinda 
Alfred, an operatic tenor 
Prison-Governor Frank 

Melanie Smith 
lyle Kohlhepp 

David Sloat 

Diana Barton-Brown 
Stephen Bomgardner 

Roman Rebilas 

Eisenstein, a banker, is married to a former music student 
who still recalls the ravishing high notes of her student 
boyfriend, a tenor called Alfred. Eisenstein was in minor 
trouble with the law until his lawyer went to wor~ 

The boyfriend, now the leading tenor of the Bad Ischl summer 
season, hopes to take advantage of Eisenstein's absence in 
jail, but is dissuaded partly by the arrival of the Prison
Governor, partly by a generous intake of champagne, but 
mostly by his overwhelming appreciation of his own singing 
voice. 

16. THE OLD MAID AND THE THIEF - Giancarlo Menott1, 1939 
The spare room of Miss Todd's house, Mid-America, recently 

Bob, a hobo Michael Washington 

A young drifter, Bob, has been taken in by Miss Todd. His 
rna le company brings some excitement to the 1i ves of both 
Miss Todd and her housemaid, and they do all they can to 
encourage him to stay on. But a drifter must drift. 

* * * * * * * 
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Production Information: 

English Versions and Stage Direction Anthony Addison 
(Prodana Nevesta - Anthony Addison and Boris Goldovsky) 
(The Magic Flute - Ruth and Thomas Martin) 

Piano Accompaniment 

Costume Design and Construction 
Wardrobe Mistress 
Wardrobe Assistants 

Settings 
Master Carpenter 

* * * * * * * 

Lynn Griebling 
Katherine Burkwall 

Linda Daniels 
Lisa Unsell 
Krista Polk 

Emily Nghiem 

Anthony Hilfreich 
Stephen Bomgardner 

For touring performances, the Kawai grand piano has 
graciously been loaned by The Shepherd School of Music, Rice 
University, Michael Hammond, Dean. 

* * * * * * * 

The performers are pupils of The Voice Faculty of The 
Shepherd School of Music, Rice University:-
Virginia Babikian, Chairman; 
Frances Bible, Artist-in-residence; 
Artist Teachers:- Lynn Grieb ling, Jeanette lombard, Norma 
Newton. 

* * * * * * * 
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