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Nocturnes 

Prelude to Breaking 

Mirrors 

Eleven Echoes of Autumn 

The Lost ]ugglery 
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INTERMISSION 

Arne Mellniis 
(b. 1933) 

Per Norgard 
(b. 1932) 

Paul Cooper 
(b. 1926) 

George Crumb 
(b. 1929) 

Mikael Edlund 
(b. 1956) 

Photographing and sound recording are prohibited. We further request that audible ~ 
paging devices not be used during the performance. Paging arrangements may be made 
with the ushers. 



Jan Risberg, Director and Oboe 
Maria Hoglind, Mezzo Soprano 
Peter Rydstrom, Flute 
Mats Wallin, Clarinet 
Tomas Andersson, Violin 
Asa Hallerback, Violin 

SONANZA 

Ulf Edlund, Viola 
Torbjorn Nilsson, Cello 
Fredrik Bjorlin, Percussion 
Ann-Sofi Klingberg, Piano 
Mats Widlund, Piano and Conductor 

PROGRAM NOTES 

ARNE MELLNAS is one of Sweden's most prominent composers. His works are 
performed throughout Europe, including the Soviet Union, as well as in England 
and the United States. Composed in 1980, Nocturnes is scored for mezzo soprano, 
flute, clarinet, viola, cello, and piano. Mellniis' recently released recordings of several 
of his compositions include Sonanza's performances ofNocturnes. The performance 
received the equivalent of the American ''grammy" award for the quality of its 
interpretation. Nocturnes consists of three interrelated movements. 

PER NORGARD is probably the most widely known and celebrated Danish composer 
of his generation. Many of his compositions reflect his interest in Asian musics as well 
as the minimalist aesthetic. Not only is Norgard a prolific composer but he is active as 
a teacher and the author of many articles on aesthetics, the philosophy of music, and 
music in politics. Prelude to Breaking was composed in 1986 and Sonanza was 
given the American premiere performance rights. "Breaking" refers to the breaking of 
ocean waves. 

Mirrors was commissioned by Sonanza for its United States debut tour that includes 
Los Angeles, Houston, New Orleans, Cincinnati, Chicago, and Richmond. The work 
represents the tenth collaboration between the poet and the composer which has pro
duced four large oratorios, thTee cantatas, and three song cycles and spans the period 
1970-1986. The music freely underscores the emotions of the texts which range from 
"somber and severe" introspection to joyous and loving extroversion. PAUL 
COOPER is the Lynette Autrey Professor of Music and Composer-in-Residence at Rice 
University. 

GEORGE CRUMB is internationally recognized as one of America's most gifted 
composers. His scores have the stamp of a strong and individual profile; they are 
poetic, atmospheric, refined, and not infrequently "mystical". Eleven Echoes of 
Autumn contain eleven sequences of diverse moods that are unified by Crumb's 
unique compositional processes. Crumb is a professor of music at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

MIK4EL EDLUND is rapidly ascending as one of Sweden's most promising younger 
composers. He composes very slowly and always in direct contact with the performers 
who will be presenting his compositions. The Lost Jugglery was composed for 
Sonanza. As the title partially suggests, the composition is a kind of theater piece in 
which the composer indicates certain movements and gestures in the score. 


