
SCHUBERT MAGNIFICAT 

The Magnificat in C was written by Franz Schubert in the fall of 1816, 
when the composer was only nineteen years old. The work is in three move
ments. The outer movements include chorus and full orchestra, while the 
middle movement is scored for vocal quartet, strings, and oboe. The quartet 
is utilized in the final movement for statements of the "amen". It is also 
interesting that Schubert omits verses 49, 50, and 51 of Luke I, a practice 
he continues in setting the Mass text. 

Allegro maestoso 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum. 

Et exultavi t spi ritus meus in Deo 
salutari meo. 

Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae: 
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes 
gentes. 

Andante 

Depos uit potentes de sede, et exa ltavit 
humiles. 

Esurientes implevit bonis: et divites 
dimisit inanes. 

Suscepit Israel puerum suum, recordatus 
mi se ri cordi ae s uae. 

Sicut locutus est ad patres nostros, 
Abraham et semini ejus in saecula. 

A 11 eg ro vivace 

Gloria Patri, et Filia, et Spiritui Sancto. 

Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, 
et in saecula saeculorum, Amen. 

My soul magnifies the Lord. 

And my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savi our. 

For he has regarded the low estate of 
his handmaiden: for behold, henceforth 
all generations will call me blessed. 

Luke I v. 46-48 

He has put down the mighty from their 
thrones, and exalted those of low degree. 

He has filled the hungry v-1ith good things, 
and the rich he has sent er.ipty away. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy. 

As he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham, 
and to his posterity forever. 

Luke I v.52-55 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning is now and 
ever shall be; world without end, Amen. 

Doxology 



BACH MAGNIFICAT 

For Christmas vespers 1723, J. S. Bach composed a Magnificat in Eb Major. This 
setting contained, in addition to the liturigal text of the Magnificat and the 
Doxology, four insertions for Christmas. Between 1728 and 1731, Bach revised 
the work to the D major version we will be performing this evening. The D major 
was probably not intended for a performance at Christmas because the four inserted 
movements are mi ssing. 

For tonight's performance of "Qui a respexit", we have chosen an interpretation 
utilizing "notes inegales". In the Eb version,the first bar of this third move
ment has been rotated by Bach in "notes inegales". The remainder, although 
written in equal sixteenth notes, was intended to be performed in an unequal manner. 
The D major does not include an initial unequal bar of sixteenth, but the convention 
was so well kn own by performers at that time that a single direction t o perform 
in tha t manner precluded any need for a reflection of it in the not at i on. 

The al to in movement 6 tonight will be Francoise Coulton. The second soprano i n 
mo veme nt 10 will be Jodi Martin. Both have graciously agreed to step in at the 
l ast mome nt to re place Johanna Thompson who unfortunately is too ill to perform 
th i s e ve n i n g . 

Mag ni f i cat anima mea Dominum, 

Et exsultavit spiritus meus in Deo 
salutari meo, 

Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae. 
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent 
omnes generationes, 

Quia fecit mihi magna, qui potens est, 
et s anctum nomen eius, 

Et mi sericordia eius a progenie in 
progenies timentibus eum. 

Fecit potentiam in brachia suo, 
dispersit superbos mente cordis sui; 

Deposuit potentes de sede 
et exaltavit humiles; 

Es uri entes implevit bonis 
et divites dimisit inanes. 

Suscepit Israel puerum soom, 
recordatus miseri cordi ae suae, 

Sicut locutus est ad patres nosfros, 
Abraham et semini eius in saecula. 

(, l or i a Patri, et Filia, et Spiritui sancto 
~icut e rat in principio, et nunc, et semper, 
et in s aecula saeculorum, Amen. 

My soul exalts the Lord, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour, 

For He hath regarded the lowliness of 
his handmaiden. For behold from hence
forth all generations shall call me 
blessed, 

For He that is mighty hath magnified me 
and ho l y i s Hi s name , 

and His mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. 

He hath shown strength with His arm, 
He hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts; 

He has brought down the mighty from 
their seat and has raised the lowly; 

He has filled the hungry with good things 
and the wealthy He has sent away empty. 

He remembering His mercy has helped His 
servant Israel, 

as He promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his offspring forever. 

(Luke I v.46-55) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spi rt. As it was in the 
beginning is now and ever shall be world 
without end. Amen. 

Doxol o 


