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PROGRAM 

Held in the Science Reading Room, November 4, 1949 
at 4:00p.m. 

The Planning of the Fondren Library ...... Claude W. Heaps 
Former Chairman, Library Committee, The Rice Institute. 

The Program of the Fondren Library ........ William S. Dix 
Librarian, The Rice Institute. 

Out of the Olde Feldes ..... ....... . . . ....... John Burchard 
Dean of Humanities, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

"For out of olde feldes, as men seyth, 
Cometh al this newe corn from yer to yere, 
And out of olde bakes, in good feyth, 
Cometh al this newe science that men lere." 

CHAUCER 

The Presentation of the Key .......... . Mrs. W. W. Fondren 
Principal Donor, The Fondren Library. 

Dedication. . .............................. Umphrey Lee 
President, Southern Methodist University. 

The program will be followed by conducted tours of the build
ing, starting from the entrance lobby. 

The exhibition of modern art in the second floor exhibit lobby 
has been arranged through the courtesy of the Contemporary 
Arts Association. 



THE BUILDING FROM 
THE ACADEMIC COURT 



THE FONDREN LIBRARY 

The Fondren Library is the culmination of plans going 

back many years. The original campus plan made provision 

for a library building. It was not until the war years, how

ever, that a gift of one million dollars from Mrs. W. W. 

Fondren and her children made it possible to begin concrete 

planning on the building which was to be constructed. Rice 

then joined forces with a group of other institutions which 

were also planning new library buildings as soon as materials 

became available, forming the Cooperative Committee on 

Library Building Plans. John Staub and John Rather, the 

Institute's architects, and William Ward Watkin, consulting 

architect, along with Harry Wiess, chairman of the Building 

Committee of the Board of Trustees, and Claude Heaps, chair

man of the Faculty Library Committee, attended meetings 

of this committee and incorporated into the plans for the new 

building many suggestions reflecting the combined experience 

of librarians and architects. John Burchard, then Director of 

Libraries at M.I.T., was invited to make a study of the 

Institute's library facilities and needs, and his report to the 

Trustees of January 1, 1946, formed a basis for further 

planning. 

The present building grew out of this continued study 

of the individual needs of the Rice Institute. Various decisions 

had to be made in the early stages of planning. After careful 

consideration the faculty voted in favor of the principle of 

a single central library building rather than scattered depart

mental libraries. It was felt that the advantage of housing 



materials on all of the inter-related fields of knowledge under 

one roof outweighed the disadvantage, a slight one on a small 

campus, of removing some collections from buildings where 

they were adjacent to laboratories. A site was picked which 

would place the library near the physical center of the 

campus, squarely between dormitories and laboratories, yet 

leave room for future expansion. The external pattern of the 

architecture was established by the original buildings on the 

campus, but both the excessive present day cost of the elaborate 

details of the original buildings and recent trends in architec

ture prescribed a simplified form of Ralph Adams Cram's 

original Mediterranean style. Another early decision was in 

favor of open stacks, an arrangement advocated by all theorists 

but seldom carried out completely. The educational advantage 

of allowing students free access to all books was obvious, and 

the operation of such a plan was quite feasible with a com

paratively small student body such as that at Rice. Complete 

air-conditioning, controlling and maintaining both temperature 

and humidity at the levels recommended by the Bureau of 

Standards, was dictated by the Houston climate; not only 

would the increased comfort of library users be a stimulus 

to study and research, but the permanent preservation of 

books from climatic variations and insect pests would be 

assured. The subsequent planning and construction of the 

building followed lines laid down by these considerations. 

As the student enters the library from the cloister lead

ing to Anderson Hall, the academic classroom building, three 

low steps take him to the entrance lobby where marble stair

ways and an automatic elevator provide access to the basement 



areas and the upper floors. Immediately before him through 

plate glass doors, which isolate the lobby noise, he sees the 

Circulation Desk, the control center of the library. Here the 

student comes for information and here he charges out the 

books which he has brought from the shelves. Adjacent to 

the desk is the card catalog, and farther down this long room 

on low counter-height shelves is a collection of bibliographical 

tools. The spaciousness of the Circulation Room provides for 

heavy traffic, and the cork floor, the splayed walnut paneling, 

and the acoustical ceiling minimize noise and confusion. 

To the left through another plate glass door is the science 

area. Here the principle of bringing books and readers to

gether is carried out to the fullest extent. From one wall steel 

shelves extend out into the room on two levels. On the open 

balcony are housed the biological sciences and below this the 

physical sciences and t e chnological subjects. Here and 

throughout the library bound volumes of magazines are placed 

with the books according to their subject matter. Parallel to 

this double tier of shelves is the reading room proper with its 

modern birch tables and leather upholstered .chairs. Since most 

students prefer to work in smaller areas than in the old

fashioned monumental reading room, this space is divided 

into smaller alcoves by free-standing shelves where unbound 

numbers of scientific and technical journals are displayed. 

Thus in the one large room the student finds all of the library's 

resources in all of the sciences. In browsing through the shelves 

he finds the material he wants, grouped by its subject matter, 

regardless of its physical .form. A glassed-in enclosure in the 

science area gives the science reference librarian an oppor

tunity to interpret the collections to users without disturbing 



MUSIC AND FINE ARTS 



other students in the room. Here scientists and research 

workers from the many industrial laboratories in Houston can 

receive assistance in locating the source material that they 

need. 

On the opposite side of the main floor is the liberal arts 

area. Encyclopedias, dictionaries, and periodical indexes are 

collected near the reference desk. The current magazines of 

a general nature are displayed, like all other unbound journals, 

on sloping shelves where they will attract readers. Adjacent 

to this room, as well as in other parts of the library, are 

sound-proof rooms where students may tyP.e without risk of 

disturbing others. Here too are booths where microfilm read

ing machines may be used. 

At the rear of the main floor, secluded from the general 

public but adjacent to the card catalog and the bibliographical 

collection, is the staff work area, where books and magazines 

are processed. A receivi1;1g platform at the rear of the building 

opens in to this room and on to an elevator running to the 

basement receiving room. A staff elevator at the end of this 

room and behind the circulation desk provides access to all 

library levels. A small lounge and kitchen on the mezzanine 

contributes to the comfort of the staff. 

The front portion of the second floor makes provision 

for other library functions, which extend beyond the mere 

housing of books. The Music and Fine Arts Room, furnished 

like an informal club room, invites readers to the books and 



portfolios displayed. Phonographs are provided here and in 

six adjacent sound-proof listening booths; an attendant super

vises the collection of phonograph records, which is made up 

of both good music and spoken poetry. Adjacent to this room 

are the map room, with special equipment for housing a 

large collection of maps, and a small projection room where 

films and slides may be shown to classes. 

Opposite the Music and Fine Arts Room is the Lecture 

Lounge, the most elaborately furnished room in the building. 

Normally in use as a lounge for conversation and reading, 

it can be converted by the addition of portable chairs into a 

small lecture hall seating some two hundred persons for special 

meetings. The elaborate acoustical treatment of walls and 

ceilings makes this room especially suitable for concerts, the 

showing of sound film from the built in projection room, and 

the presentation of broadcast and recorded music through the 

excellent equipment provided. From this room and the Music 

and Fine Arts room, tall windows open on tile-covered terraces 

which may be used for reading on pleasant days. 

The lobby between these two rooms is equipped for special 

exhibits with glass museum cases and lights beamed on the 

fabric-covered wall designed for hanging pictures. Here and 

in various other parts of the library are comfortable chairs · 

placed in conversational groups where smoking is permitted. 

The furniture is the work of such prominent modern designers 

as Alvar Aalto, George Nelson, Robsjohn-Gibbings, Jens Risom, 

and the Knoll Associates. 

Toward the rear of the second floor and covering the 

greate r part of four other floors ~s the stack area. Here 



students may browse at will, and space is provided for various 

forms of study and research activity. "Oases"-reading tables, 

chairs, and display racks for current periodicals-adjacent to 

the various subject collections, break up the long rows of light 

gray steel shelves. Around three sides of the third floor are 

twenty-seven individually assigned faculty studies, and on the 

two floors below are fifty-three carrels where graduate students 

may carry on research near their books. Twelve seminar 

rooms, adjacent to the stack areas, provide space for group 

study and research. 

The two upper floors, now being used for storage, await 

the expansion of the regular book collection. Each of the seven 

levels in the building is self-supporting so that any floor space 

may be used either for readers or for book stacks. This flexible 

modular design is interrupted only by the large reading rooms 

and the two second floor lounges which cut through two of 

the normal eight-foot levels. Designed to accommodate 600,000 

books, the building now houses over 200,000. The future 

expansion of the book collection will take over the fourth and 

fifth floors as well as large basement areas which are tempor

arily given over to non-library uses, including a student lounge, 

a sandwich bar, and the student book store. Permanent installa

tions in the basement include a rare book room with special 

filters to eliminate all gases injurious to rare volumes, a 

fumigation chamber for the destruction of insect pests, space 

for a photographic laboratory and a bindery, and the elaborate 

air-conditioning plant which maintains the entire building 

throughout the year at the levels of temperature and. humidity 

best suited for the comfort of readers and the preservation of 

books. 
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THE DONORS 

The building of the Fondren Library was made possible by the 
individual gifts of the donors whose names are listed below. 

THE BUILDING 

Mrs. W . W. Fondren 
W . W. Fondren, Jr., '29 
Mrs. Susie Fondren Trammell, '27 
Mrs. Mary Catherine Fondren Underwood, '28 

THE SCIENCE READING ROOM 

Eugene L. Bender 
Frank V. Bender 

THE MAP ROOM 

Robert H. Ray, '25 
Jack C. Pollard, '25 

SEMINAR ROOM 

Mrs. Julia S. Frost 
Marion Frost Keenan, '41 
S. P. Coleman, '20 

FACULTY STUDY 

Durell Carothers, '30 
C. A. Dwyer 
Mrs. C. A. Dwyer 

MUSEUM CASE 

Joseph A. Owens, '31 

STUDY CARREL 

Dupuy Bateman, Jr., '26 
Mrs. Dupuy Bateman, Jr. 
I. S. Brockstein 
S. J . Brockstein, '28 
Elizabeth Baldwin Literary Society Alumnae 
Carl M. Knapp, '16 
Mrs. Carl M . Knapp, '18 
T. W . Pew 
Felix A. Runion, '29 
Mrs. Felix A. Runion 
Charles W. Hamilton, '28 
Mrs. Charles W. Hamilton, '32 
Henry Malcolm Lovett, '21 
Mrs. Henry Malcolm Lovett, '35 
John Schuhmacher, '30 
Mrs. John Schuhmacher 
Thomas W. Moore, '23 
Mrs. Thomas W. Moore 
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THE LECTURE LOUNGE 

The following alumni of the Rice Institute: 

Joe Abatte, Jr., '37 
Lovett Abercrombie, '27 
Martha Agnes Allnoch, '29 
Mrs. Maurice Belt Allen, '37 
Forrest Lee Andrews, '30 
Mrs. Forrest Lee Andrews, '39 
W. Darwin Andrus, '34 
Mrs. Ethel G. Armstrong, '32 
Ben J. Arnim, Jr. , '36 
Oliver H . Axtell, Jr., '44 
James Robert Ayers, '26 
No_rvil A. Baker, '42 
Helen H . Batjer, '21 
Robbie E. Bayer, '19 
Richard W. Beatty, '32 
Mrs. Richard W. Beatty, '35 
Edward S. Beaty, '44 
James P. Berling, '45 
Joyce Berwick, '46 
Sam Rice Bethea, '39 
Mrs. Sam Rice Bethea, '39 
William F. Black, '27 
E. A. Blackburn, '45 
Mrs. E. A. Blackburn, '45 
Charles M. Blair, '31 
Mrs. Charles M. Blair, '32 
Mrs. Mildred K. Blair, '27 
Robert K. Blair, '33 
Mrs. R. K. Blair, '34 
Mrs. Maude B. Blondeau, '31 
Herbert Bollfrass, '30 
James P. Boone, '33 
Kenneth Brady, '33 
David Todd Briggs, '28 
John B. Brown, '30 
Vandiver Brown, '21 
Ernest D. Butcher, '34 
Weldon B. Cabaniss, '~8 
A. B. Cain, '22 
James I. Campbell, '24 
Kenneth A. Campbell, '47 
W. Hodge Caraway, '41 
Edward L. Caustin, '46 
Walter Chudleigh, Jr ., '44 
Mrs. H. D. Clark, '32 
Class of 1947 
Class of 1948 
Herman M. Cohen, '20 
Walter Leslie Coleman, '23 
James L. Collier, '29 
T. T . Collins, Jr., '37 
Arthur A. Cook, Jr., '39 
Mildred Cook, '27 
Mrs. George W. Cottingham, '23 
John H. Crooker, Jr., '35 
Kenneth W. Cunningham, '19 
George G. Cunyus, '22 
Mrs. George G. Cunyus, '23 
M. N. Dannenbaum, '19 
M. Hendrix Davis, Jr., '36 
Malcolm E. Davis, '47 
R. A. J. Dawson, '36 
Ralph M. Dawson, '39 
Julius 0. Deming, '40 

Frank C. Dill, '34 
Virgil B. Dowe, '36 
J . J . Duffy, '41 
0. E. Dunlap, '34 
Mrs. 0. E. Dunlap, '32 
Richard E. Dwelle, '43 
Gwendolyn H . Dwyer, '32 
Milton Echert, '28 
Richard E. Eiser, '35 
Helen Margaret Elliott, '45 
L. G. Ellis, '27 
Harry C. Ellison, '42 
Mrs. Harry C. Ellison, '46 
Paul L. Farren, '37 
Mrs. Paul L. Farren, '40 
Francis T. Fendley, '17 
Mrs. Francis T. Fendley, '22 
Katherine Fischer, '44 
Mrs. Eldon W . Fogler, '38 
Stephen A. Foote, Jr. , '29 
H . E. Fouts, '31 
W. H. Francis, Jr., '35 
G. C. Francisco, Jr., '24 
B. F. Frederick, Jr., '37 
Lloyd K. Friedman, '28 
M . H. Gaskell, '47 
Grover Geiselman, '34 
Robert E. Gleason, '47 
Oscar F. Green, '16 
Mrs. Mark K. Griggs, '20 
Lewis T. Hall, '38 
Jerry Hamovit, '47 
Beatrice Y. Harrison, '26 
Shirley M. Helm, '27 
Richard C. Henshaw, '47 
Eugene A. Heyck, '47 
Joseph G. Heyck, '26 
Theodore R. Heyck, '22 
Thomas 0. Heywood, '19 
Mary Helen Hibbler, '28 
Charles M. Hickey, '24 
Martha Anne Higgins, '44 
Mrs. E. L. Hogan, '19 
Mrs. Roy C. Hohl, Jr., '44 
Charles A. Hotmann, '38 
W. J. Hudspeth, '32 
Mrs. W . J. Hudspeth, '38 
Weldon G. Humble, '47 
Mrs. Alba Hurlock, '38 
Carl Illig, '30 
Henry S. Jackson, '37 
John C. Jackson, '47 
Mrs. Henry A. Jahnke, '37 
Allan K. James, '46 
Walter H. Jarvis, Jr., '38 
Fred W . Johnson, '23 
Gaylord Johnson, '21 
Morgan Jones, Jr. , '32 
Glen E. .Journeay, '45 
C. H. Kean, '26 
Pat J. Keating, '31 
E. C. Kennedy, '37 
Allen D. King, '24 
J. Roderick Kitchell, '28 



Rudolph E. Krause, '20 
Robert H. Kyle, '43 
York Lancaster, '38 
Sarah L. Lane, '19 
V. 0. Lawrence, '26 
Roy L. Lay, '28 
Homer F. Leifeste, '40 
Mrs. C. A. Lewis, Jr., '16 
R. N. Little, Jr., '35 
Frances M. Love, '37 
Daniel B. Lovejoy, '32 
Byron G. McCollough, '23 
Jerome G. McKean, '31 
Mrs. Jerome G. McKean, '27 
Waldo F. McNeir, '29 
Mrs. Waldo F. McNeir, '30 
A. C. Madsen, '24 
Nat H. Marsh, '38 
Mrs. Nat H. Marsh, '42 
Robert G. Marshall, '41 
Charles S. Matthews, '41 
Mrs. Chas. S. Matthews, '44 
Dallas J. Matthews, Jr., '27 
E. B. Mendel, '35 
William E. Merritt, Jr., '22 
Byron E. Miller, '40 
Charles Mims, '32 
Mrs. Mary H. Miner, '42 
Dan M. Moody, '39 
Mrs. Dan M . Moody, '40 
Chester S. Morgan, Jr., '44 
J . D. Motheral, Jr., '32 
Joe C. Much, '37 
Max W . Neuhaus, '27 
P. H . Northrop, '38 
Ray 0. Nutt, '47 
Charles D. O'Brien, '30 
Lawrence J. O'Connor, Jr., '36 
Richard L. Parsons, '38 
John T . Patillo, '43 
Homer G. Patrick, '25 
N. Ken-y Patterson, '44 
Brittain F. Payne, '22 
J. H. Pearlstone, Jr., '39 
Paul E. Pfeiffer, '38 
George F. Pierce, Jr., '42 
Mrs. George F. Pierce, Jr., '44 
George Piranian, '41 
Mrs. George Piranian, '43 
Nat H. Prade, '36 
H. Walter Pye, '26 
W . Brant Rawson, '26 
H. Lel Red, '16 
Marie Rose Remmel, '22 
Alberta Jean Riesen, '34 
Egerton S. Robb, '30 
V. Cullum Rogers, '43 
John A. Roos, '29 
Mrs. Margaret H . Rousseau, '32 
S. A. Russo, '20 
W . E. Sale, '44 
Morris Sandel, Jr. , '43 

Helen C. Sartwelle, '44 
C. L. Saunders, Jr., '42 
Christine 0 . Schultz, '18 
Jack P. Shannon, '28 
Benny Carl Shinpaugh, '46 
George A. Shoultz, '40 
Walter R. Shult, '24 
Mrs. C. F . Simonds, '23 
C. F. Simonds, '23 
Robert Simonds, '47 
Floyd Simonds, '47 
J. D. Simpson, Jr., '31 
Mary Louise Simpson, '47 
Mrs. Sam E. Sims, '38 
S. M . Slack, '30 
Mrs. Mabel Wilson Smart, '20 
Leonard Smidth, '21 
John T. Smith, '40 
Mrs. John T. Smith, '42 
Lewis E. Smith, '30 
Donald C. Soper, '40 
W. A. Spoor, '43 
Virginia Sprague, '38 
Horace E. Staph, '43 
Alfred Steitz, Jr., '40 
William M. Stratford, '19 
Tom Sumners, '36 
Mrs. J . Harvey Suttles, '41 
James E. Suttles, '27 
John Sing Tang, '44 
Mrs. J. 0. Taylor, '34 
DeWitt TerHeun, '23 
Roy Tipton, '21 
Mrs. Roy Tipton, '25 
Pender Turnbull, '19 
Wylie W. Vale, '39 
Mrs. Wylie W. Vale, '39 
Edna May Vaughan, '31 
Mrs. Stella McNeir Walker, '34 
Otto 0 . Watts, '16 
Wm. J . Way, II, '36 
Mrs. Wm. J. Way, II, '37 
Mrs. H . E. Weatherly, '25 
Mrs. Joseph T. Wells, Jr., '27 
David Westheimer, '37 
Mrs. David Westheimer, '42 
Francis Whalen, '39 
Frank H . Whitaker, '19 
Mrs. Frank H . Whitaker, '19 
Robert S. Whiteley, '32 
Robert 0 . Wilford, '21 
Mrs. P . M. Williamson, '29 
Ralph W. Wilson, '32 
H. R. Winslett, '41 
Mrs. H. R. Winslett, '41 
George J. Winston, '28 
Mrs. George J . Winston, '31 
Mrs. D. R. Wintermann, '33 
W. G. Winters, Jr., '39 
Mrs. Gerda R. Wolf, '43 
G. W. Woods, '23 
Mrs. G. W. Woods, '25 
Nicholas N. Zirkel, '30 

This list includes only the names of those who have contributed to 
the building itself. Many other organizations and individual friends of 
the Rice Institute have made repeate·d gifts to the collections of the 
Fondren Library. 
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