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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

PENSION OFFICE, 

THE PENSIONER SHOULD READ THIS. 

In all cases filed before June 20, 1878, the legal fee oi an attorney in 
a pension case is $10 unless a larger fee, not exceeding $25, is provided 
for by a special written contract, between the claimant and his attorney 
or agent, which fee will be retained by the Pension Agent out of the first 
payment and sent to the attorney by mail. In all cases filed since June 20, 
1878, the legal fee is $10, and no more, and must be paid directly by the 
claimant; in this latter class of cases, neither the Pension Agent nor the 
Commissioner of Pensions has anything to do with the fee. Should the 
attorney or claim agent or any other person demand or receive directly or 
indirectly any greater amOlmt for his services or assistance in the case, he 
would subject himself to the provisions of the following law: 

"SEc. 5485. Any agent or attorney, or any other person inskumental in prose
cuting any cla im for pension or bounty-land, who shall directly or indirectly con
t ract for, dem~nd, or receive or retain any greater compensa,tion for his services 
o r inRtrumentality in prosecuting a claim for pension or bounty-land than is pro
vided in the Title pertaining to pensions, or who shall wrongfully withhold from 
a pensioner or claimant the whole or any part of the pe nsion or claim allowed and 
dut> .~uch pensioner or claimant, or the land warrant issued to any such claimant, 
sh a ll be d eemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, 
sha ll. for eYery s uch offense, be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars, or 
imprisonment at hard labor not exceeding two years, or both, at the discretion of 
the court." 

If, after perusal of the above, pensioners pay more than the legal fee 
to their at torney or agent, they do it with full knowledge of t.he law and 
their rights thereunder, to which I have felt it my duty to call attention 
in this manner for their protection. 

Any excessive and illegal demand on a pensioner by an attorney or 
agent should be promptly reported to the Commissioner of Pensions. 
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WM. W. DUDLEY, 
Commissioner. 




