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Beth Janet Shapiro 
July 18, 1946 -- August 3, 1995 

It is with sadness that the staff of 
Fondren Library begins a new academic 
year. Beth Shapiro, Vice Provost and 
University Librarian, died August 3, 1995, 
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after a valiant battle with cancer. 
Beth was appointed University 
Librarian in 1991. Later she also 
became a lecturer -in the Depart
ment of Sociology. In July Beth 
was promoted to the new 
position of Vice Provost and 
University Librarian. 

President Gillis spoke for 
all of us when he said: "Beth 
lived a full and most fruitful life. 
She left an indelible mark upon 
the library and made hundreds 
of friends in the years that she 
was with us. We shall all miss 
her courage and determination." 

Beth is survived by her 
husband, Russell Barnes, who 
is Assistant Director for Organi
zational Development in the 
Human Resources Department 
here at Rice, and by a daughter, 

Gabrielle Alexandra (Gabbi) Barnes. (For 
information on memorial contributions, 
see page 2.) 

Beth earned B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. 
degret<s in so~iology from Michigan State 
University (MSU) and an M.L.S. degree 
in librarianship from Weste~ Michigan 
University. Before coming to Rice, she 
served as Deputy Director of the 
MSU Libraries. 

Beth was active in a number of 
professional groups, including the Ameri- · 
can Association of University Professors; 
the American Sociological Association, 
the American Library Association, and the 
Association of Research Libraries. She 
frequently made presentations at meetings 
and conferences and was the author and 
coauthor of many articles and books. 
Recently Beth served on the Board of 
Directors of the Center for Research Libraries. 

In 1993 the Council on Library 
Resources awarded Beth a CLR Project 
Grant for the development of the Humani
ties Electronic Studio. The grant explored 
the future role of librarians in assisting 
faculty to fmd the best approach for the 
preparation and packaging of both original 
and existing material for use in the 
classroom. The Galileo Project was 
completed last spring as a result of tliis 
grant. (Please see News From Fondren, 
Vol. 5, No. 1.) 

At Rice various university committees, 
including the Committee on the Library, 
Employment Policy Advisory Committee, 
Financial System Advisory Committee, · 
United Way Committee, Employee Trip 
Reduction Committee, and General 
Announcement Revision Committee, 
benefited from Beth's participation. She 
was an enthusiastic supporter of Rice _ 
athletic teams and took part in the Rice 
Student Association's Buddy System. 

When Beth arrived at Fondren Library, 
one of the first things she did was to 
encourage the staff to write a mission 
statement and to complete annual goals 
and objectives. She continued this practice 
each year, and the 1995-96 Goals and 
Objectives follow. 

As Beth Shapiro has done each fall for 
the last four years, the Fondren Library 
staff welcomes you back to campus. This 
year LIBRIS, our library catalog, has taken 
on a new appearance with the move to a 
new automated system. (For more informa
tion, see the article on page 3.) With the_ 
contractual help of the Association of 
Research Libraries' Office of Management 
Services, a Collection Analysis Project has 
been initiated. Kerry Keck, Coordinato! for 
Collection Development and Electronic 
·Information, will direct this project. (See 
page 4 for more information.) 
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Fondren Library 1995-96 Goals and Objectives 

Support the scholarly endeavors of 
the faculty and students of Rice Univer
sity by providing access to the broadest 
possible range of materials both from 
our own collections and from collections 
located elsewhere in the region, nation, 
and the world. 

• Continue extending library local area 
networks so that electronic informa
tion resources are accessible from any 
library workstation. 

• Identify and promote the use of 
electronic resources on the network 
and provide easy access through 
building interfaces: Ricelnfo, Mosaic, 
Gopher, etc. 

• Keep current with electronic resource 
cataloging through fulfilling catalog
ing requests from Rice selectors, par
ticipating in the current OCLC project 
through March 1996, and monitoring 
other national developments. 

• Implement through pilot projects an 
electronic text and document center in· 
the library. 

• Work with departments to create home 
pages for every department on campus. 

Develop, organize, and preserve_ 
library collections in all formats in a 
safe and secure environment. 

• Continue the efficient processing of 
library materials. 

• Improve communication between 
faculty and students and collection 
development librarians through 
scheduling annual orientations, 
individual meetings, and focus group 
discussions to consider budget, 
selection procedures, statistics, 
staffmg, and policies. 

• Strengthen the role of collection 
development librarians through 
their participation in divisional 
support teams. 

• Conduct phase one of the Collection 
Analysis Project. 

• Participate in the procurement card 
pilot project and explore ways the 
card can be used to streamline 
acquisition oflibrary materials and 
supplies. 

Develop information ~ervices that 
anticipate and respond to the changing 
expectations and needs of our users 
and that contribute to developing an 
information-literate public. 

• Develop and promote a user-centered 
foctiS for all library areas and programs. 

• Implement SIRSI, the new integrated 
library system. 

• Support Rice's partnership with The 
Rice Schoo liLa Escuela Rice and 
South Texas Independent School 
District (STISD). 

• Create instructional programs to assist 
students to develop the skills neces
sary to access the variety of electronic 
information resources available from 
within Fondren Library and its 
gateways. 

• Use divisional support teams to 
enhance faculty skills for accessing 
electronic information resources. 

• Work with other departments to 
insure that Ricelnfo serves all 
·constituencies. 
Continue annual faculty survey to 
assess effectiveness in meeting infor
mation needs of the Rice community. 

Provide appropriate physical 
facilities and environmental conditions 
for the collections and their use, with 
comfortable, secure areas for users and 
staff. 

• Plan for additional library space. 
• Support the Electronic Studio on the 

second floor of Fondren Library. 

Provide appropriate administrative 
programs to support and encourage the 
accomplishment of the above goals, 
including fostering a skilled and dedicated 
staff and implementing strong develop
ment and public relations programs. 

• Develop a plan outlining sources of 
outside funding and strategies to raise 
funds to support the acquisition of 
library materials and new technologies. 

• Continue to work with the Develop
ment Office and Friends of Fondren 
to raise current restricted and en
dowed funds for library collections, 
services, and equipment. 

• Publicize on an annual basis the Gifts 
and Memorials program with faculty 
and staff on campus. 

• Continue to upgrade staff equipment 
required to access electronic informa
tion resources. 

• Network every staff machine by 
October 1, 1995. 

Contributions in 
Memory of 
Beth J. Shapiro 

Gifts in memory of Dr. Beth J. 
Shapiro may be made to The Shapiro 
Library Staff Innovation Fund. The 
fund will be for an annual award to a 
Fondren Library staff member who has 
developed an innovative program to 
provide library services to the Rice 
University community or who has 
shown exemplary service to the Rice 
community. _ 

Contributions should be sent to the 
Office of Development MS 81, Rice 
University, 6100 Main Street, Houston 
TX 77005-1892. 
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LIBRIS Gets a New Face! 

This fall the face ofLIBRIS, Fondren 
Library's online catalog, is changing. The 
Unicorn Collection Management System 
from the SIRSI Corporation is replacing 
NOTIS, the software that provided our 
online catalog for the last nine years. 
Unicorn will now provide· our users access 
to the catalog and support all the regular 
functions of the libr'!ry. 

WebCat 

Rice is one of the first SIRS I sites to 
install W ebCat, SIRS I' s onlme catalog 
interface based on HTML (the hypertext 
markup language used for the World Wide 
Web). This interface allows users to gain . 
access to SIRSI through Netscape and. 
Mosaic, just two of many browsers for the 
World Wide Web (WWW). 

There are several· advantages to such 
an interface. First, it is based on the ease of 
"point and click." Therefore, once a 
search is entered, other searches can be 

_ _ performed by "pointing" to the requested 
entry and "clicking," eliminating the 
necessity for rekeying. All underlined fields 
in a record are available for this type of 
·searching. Second, the catalog is available 
from any networked workstation on 
campus. As workstations are installed, 
Mosaic or Netscape is set-up as the World 
Wide Web browser; therefore, the software 
necessary for reaching the library catalog is 
already available. Finally, the WebCat 
interface allows us to integrate the 

' library's catalog with Ricelnfo and other 
WWW efforts on campus, providing the 
first major step toward a seamless 
information environment. 

User Status Information 

W ebCat also offers access to other 
-features of the SIRS I software. The most 
exciting of these is the User Status menu. 
Through this menu, users of the catalog 
can obtain information on their own 

circulation records, including 
number of books checked out, 
overdues, holds, and ·messages. 
To protect privacy, this feature 
requires the user to enter a user 
ID (barcode), as well as a 
personal identification number 
(PIN). We hope to have this 
feature available in early fall. 
(Watch for notices about the 
distribution of PIN numbers.) 

Installation 

The installation of SIRS I 
was a major project for the 
library during the spring and 
summer. In preparation, we 

. examined requirements and 
options in the SIRSI system 
configuration and det~rmined 
what choices would be best for 
us. A committee studied the best 
way to show Jocation and type of 

Choose one of the following actions: 

material to help the user fmd WebCat Screen. 
items. Information in the various 
types of records in our NOTIS system was 

reviewed to ensure that as much of this SIRS I Corporation 
information as possible would be moved to 
the new system. Circulation policies for · 
different types of users were standardized. 
Staff members received systems administra-

~- ~tion training a~ SIRS I headquarters, and a 
SIRSI representative spent a week in 

. Houston training acquisitions; cataloging, 
and circulation staff. 

Finally, our NOTIS system was frozen, 
while files were extracted and moved to the 
new SIRSI system. Jean Caswell, Assistant 
University Librarian for TechnicaJ Services, 
was respo~sible for the programs that , 
extracted the data, while Martin Halbert, 
system administrator for the new system, 
had the responsibility for rebuilding the 
databases in SIRSI. Everything possible was 
done to minimize the interruption in the 
processing of materials. 

SIRSI Corporation was originally 
established as a library automation 
consultancy ill 1979. It is now a library 

- software company based in Huntsville, 
Alabama. The company built its first 
UNIX-based library system in 1982. 
Currently this system is installed in 
academic, public, government, medical, 
and school libraries in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and Australia. For more 
information about the company and its 
development plans, consult the World Wide 
Web at http://ww'w.sirsi.com/. 

Kay Flowers 
Assistant University Librarian 
for Library Information Technology 
flowers@is.rice.edu 
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_·The full text of scholarly journals is 
being added to Ricelnfo. All are 
available as World Wide Web 
resources and may be found on the 
Fondren Library WWW page under 
"Finding Information." 

Titles include: Chicago Journal of 
Theoretical Computer Science, 
AppliedPhysics Letters Online, and 
_Physical Review Letters Online. 

Fondren Library has acquiieq a 
variety of new CD-ROMS this 
summer. These resources are 
available from the Reserve Desk if 

. they circu!ate or at the Reference 
Desk if they_ are non~~irculating. 
Examples h.1clude: 

Catalogo colectivo de fonda 
·anti guo, siglos XV-XIX, de Ia 
Asociaci6n de Bibliotecas 

. Nacionales de Ihf!roamerica 
(ABflYlA): books published until 1900. 

Database of African-American 
Poetry, 1760-1900: "'orks of fifty
four 'African-American poets writing 

· in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries 

English Verse Drama: the Fulltext · 
Database: 585 plays written by 212 
authors, which are either wholly or 
predominantly in verse 

Gale's Quotations: Who Said What? 

The New Book Area has been· 
moved to the room next to the copier 
room in Current Periodicals on the 
first floor. 

. Interim University Librarian Named 

Dr. David Minter, Libbie· 
Shearn Moody Professor of 
English, has been named 
Interim Vice Provost and 
University Librarian by 
President Malcolm Gillis. 
Dr. Minter will serve in this 
capacity during the national 
search for a new Vice Provost 

· and University Librarian. 

Collection An.alysis Project Begins 

Fondren Library is starting an in-depth 
analysis of its collections. The multi-year 
project has the aim of providing objective 
measures of Fondren Library's relative 
strengths in all -subject collections and 
detailed cost estimates for achieving 
specific improvements for each subject area. 

The Collection Analysis Project is 
being performed by Fondren Library staff 
members, with consultation from Jutta 
Reed-Scott, a senior program officer at the 
Association of Research Libraries. Fondren 

,Library's Study Team has been using the 
summer to plan our approach to the project 
and, aft~r consultation with vari~us faculty 
members, determine which areas should be 
analyzed first 

The_ analysis will begin in the fall, with 
·the. help (in some subject areas) of libnir
ians from nationally recognized resource 
libniries. As the analysis proceeds, our 
librarians will be-seeking input from faculty 
members in each area under scrutiny. The 
members of the Study Team (Jean Caswell, 
Sandi Edwards, Sara Lowman, Paul 

. Orkiszewski, and Kerry Keck) welcome 
questions or comments. 

KerryKeck 
Coordinator, Collection Development 
& Electronic Information Resources 
keckker@is.rice.edu 
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Processing of Reserve Materials 

When a faculty member wants a 
number of students to read class material in 
a short period of time, assigned readings 
can be placed on reserve in Fondren 
Library. In order to have reserve readings 
processed by the time classes start, it is 
necessary to set a deadline for request list 
~ubmissions. 

When a list is submitted by the 
deadline, every effort is made to have the 
material ready to use on the first day of 

·classes. After the deadline, lists are 
processed in the order received. There is a 
log-in sheet at the Circulation Desk to 
ensure that the order is maintained. 
Exceptions are made for new professors 
who may be unaware of the deadlines . . 

Each semester readings for about 250 
classes are placed on reserv~. By the end of 
the semester as many as 5,000 separate 
items are on reserve, with checkout 
transactions numbering as high as 20,000. 
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Major increases in activity at the 
beginning of the semester influence the 
time required to process late reserve 
readings. This is typically the busiest time 
at the Crrculation and Reserve D~sks. New 

. student workers are being hired and trained, 
and in~oming and returning student and 
faculty patrons need extra assistance. 

The a~companying chart details the 
number ofitems placed on-reserve during. 
the fall 1994 semester. The largest increases 
occurred during the first two weeks of 
classes and the month after midterms. Any 
faculty member submitting reserve readings . 
during those periods should expect delays · 
in processing. 

Sarah Bentley , 
Reserve Reading Coordinator 
bentley@is.rice.edu , 
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Exhibit Schedule 

Sep~ember 
Fairest Isle: 

The Age of Purcell and Dryden 

Wood Engravings by 
'Kent Kessinger 

October 
The Role of the Media 

in. Cultural Displacement 
(The exhibif will be in conjunction 
with a film series and symposium 

to be-held on campu~?.) 

November 
Chinese Books, Photographs, 

and Paper Cuts 

December 
, Rice Universitx 

and the Southwest Conference 
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The Apollo Collection 

Apollo 13, a movie starring Tom 
. Hanks, Kevin Bacon, ;md Bill Paxton, has 
been receiving critical acclaim since its 
recent release. Many of the movie's details 
were verified by consulting the Apollo 
Collection, located at the Johnson Space 
Center. In March 1995 this collection was 
transferred to Fondren Library's Johnson 
Space Center History Archive, which is 
part of the Woodson Research Center; 

Contents of Collection 

The Apollo Collection documents 
NASA's Apollo Program of the 1960s and 
1970s, the goal of which was to land men 
on the moon. The papers include material 
relating to t~e four manned orbital flights 
around the earth and moon and the six · 
lunar landings achieved under the Apollo 
Program between J 967 and 1972. 

Papers dating from 1945 to 1978 cover 
a great variety of topics, such as crew 
training, spacecraft design, on-board 
activities, and lunar exploration. Press kits, 
d~ily operations reports, mission reviews, 
details about lunar, command, and service 
modules, slides, and photographs cim all be 
found in this collection.: 

The 31,000 Apollo documents are 
mostly "reading files" or copies of original 
documents. Originals or "record copies" 
must by law be retired to the National 
Archives. 

Research Requests 

Requests for research come from 
people in all walks oflife, including NASA 
employees, NASA contractors, teachers, 
students, space enthusiasts, former astro
nauts, and movie producers. As might' be 
expected, interest in the collection has gone 
up since the release of the movie Apollo 13. 

~ 

Past queries have focU:se~ qn air-to-
ground transcripts, on-board transcripts, 
post-launch reports, launch dates for 
communication satellites, and Apollo 13 
trajectory data. One of the more unusual 
requests came from National Geographic, 
which wanted documents verifying that 
astronauts' space suits had incorporated 
design concepts from British knights' suits 
of armor. 

In addition to the movie mentioned 
above, two histories of the Apollo program 
are based on this collection: Chariots for 
Apollo: A History of Manned Lunar 
Spacecraft, by Col!rtney G. Brooks, James 
M. Grimwood, and Loyd S. Swenson, Jr. 
(NASA, ·1979), and Where No Man Has 
Gone Befor~: A History of Apollo Lunar 
Exploration Missions, by William David 
Compton (NASA, 1989). 

Location and Hours 

The Johnson Space Center History 
Archive is located in room B34 in the 
basement of Fondren Library behind 
R.i.C.E. and is open Monday-Friday from 
9:00A.M. to 4:30P.M. Staf{members take 
requests by telephone (713 527-8101, 
ext. 2563), fax (713 285-5258), electronic 
mail, letter, or on-site visits-:-·Please make an 
appointment if you are coming in person so 
that someone is available to help you with 
your request. 

Joan Ferry 
Archives Assistant, Woodson Research 
Center 

· ferry.@is.rice.edu 

Lois Morris 
Archives Assistant, Woodson Research 
Center 
lmoms@is.rice.edu 

Apollo 11 Space Vehicle from the Apollo 
_ Collectiol!_, Fondren Library 
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Fondren Library a-nd Department Liaisons 

Academic Department 

Anthropology 
Architecture 
Art History 
Biochemistry 
Chemical Engineering 
Chemistry 
Civil Engineering 
Classics 
Computational & Applied Mathematics 
Computer Science 
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
Economics 
Education 
Electrical Engineering 
English 

_ Environmental Engineering 
French Studies 
Geology 
German 
Health & Htiman Performance 
History 
Linguistics 
Mathematics 
Mechanical Engineering 
Music 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Slavic Studies 
Sociology 

·Spanish 
Space Physics & As~onomy 
Statistics 

-

Library Specialist 

Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) 
Jet Prendeville Getp@rice.edu) 
Jet Prendeville Getp@rice.edu) 
Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) 
Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) 
Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) 
John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) 
Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) 
John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) 
John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) 
Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) 
Peggy Shaw (pshaw@ricevml.rice.edu) 
Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) 
John Hun.ter (hunter@rice.edu) 
Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) 
John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) 
Sandi Edwards ( edwards@rice.edu) 
John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) 

· Sophy Silversteen (silvers@ricevml.rice.edu) 
Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) 
Contact Reference 
Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) 
Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) 
John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) 
Paul Orkiszewski ( orkis@rice.edu) 
Contact Reference 
Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) 
Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu) 
Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) 
Contact Reference 
Contact Reference 
Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) 
Sandi Edwards ( edwards@rice.edu) 
Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) 
Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) 

Library Contacts for Special Materials 

Government Publications 
Manuscripts 

Amy Spare (spare@rice.edu) 
Nancy Boothe (boothe@ricevml.rice.edu) 

Liaison 

James Faubion 
Spencer Parsons 
JoeManca 
Sue Gibson 
Tony Mikos 
Marco Ciufolini 
Panos Dakoulas 

. Harvey Yunis 
Todd Arbogast 
Peter Druschel 
Joan Strassmann 
Kei-Mu Yi 
Elnora Harcombe 
Thomas Rabson 
Susan Lurie 
Mark Wiesner 
Madeleine Alcover 
Dieter Heymann 
Michael Winkler 
Albert Spencer 
Michael Maas 
Phil Davis 
Adam Harris 
Yves Angel 
Bill Bailey 
Don Morrison 
Peter Nordlander 
Richard Wilson 
David Schneider 
Anne Klein 
Roy Jones 
Chandler Davidson 
Lane Kauffinann 
Patrick Hartigan 
Dennis Cox 
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Fondren Library Regular Hours 
August 28, 1995 -- December 7, 1995, 
and January 16, 1996 -- May 8, 1996 

Monday Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

7:00A.M. - 2:00A.M. 
7:00A.M. -·. 10:00 P.M. 
9:00A.M. - 10:00 P.M. 

11:00A.M.- 2:00A.M. 

Library hours are modified during the following periods. 

Freshman Week: 
Monday, August 21 --Sunday, August 27 

Labor Day Weekend: 
Friday, September 1-- Monday, September 4 

Fall Midterm Recess: 
Friday, October 13 -- Monday, October 16 

Thanksgiving Recess: 
Wednesday, November 22 -·-Friday, November 24 

Final Exams Schedule: 
Friday, December 8 -- Tuesday, December 19 

Christmas and New Year's Holidays: 
Wednesday, December 20 -- Monday, January 15 

Spring Midterm Recess: 
Friday, M'arch 1 -- Saturday, March 9 

Spring Recess: 
Thursday, April 4 -- Sunday, April7 

-Final Exams Schedule: 
Friday, April26 -- Wednesday, May 8 

Please call527-4800 for information. Library hours are subject to change. 

Rice University 
Fondren Library MS 44 
6100 Main Street 
Houston, TX 7:7005-1892 

Fondren· Library Locations and 
Frequently Called Numbers 

Reference 285-5113 
(1st floor Fondren Library) 

. LIBRIS Access Via Modem 527-6070 

Brown Fine Arts Library 527-4832 
(3rd floor Fondren Library) 

Business Information Center 527-6062 
(1st floor Herring Hall) 

Circulation 527-4021 
(1st floor Fondren Library) 

Fondren Express 527-8101 
(Basement Fondren Library) ext.2869 

Friends of Fondren 285-5157 
(4th floor Fondren Library) 

' 
Government Publications 285-5483 
(Basement Fondren Library) 

Document Delivery 527-8101 
(Basement Fonaren Library) ext.2284 

Reserve Desk 527-4021 
(1st floor Fondren Library) 

Woodson Research Center 527-8101 
(1st floor Fondren Library) ext.2586 

D 


