
During the past few years, Rice has embarked on 
numerous collaborative initiatives with Brazilian 
institutions of higher education, corporations and 
government agencies, representing both the hu-
manities and the sciences. These initiatives include 
dual degree programs, study abroad opportunities 
and support for research and travel in this rapidly 
developing South American country. Rice’s Brazil-
ian initiatives are supported through the 
program office Brasil@Rice (http://brazil.
rice.edu/).
 Fondren Library is working hard    
to grow our Brazilian studies collections 
in response to the booming demand 
for materials about the country. Our       
art and architecture librarian, Jet 
Prendeville, has purchased more than 
200 books on Brazil’s urban history 
to support the research of professors 
Alida Metcalf and Fares El Dahdah, 
who are preparing a digital histori-
cal atlas of Rio de Janeiro. Fondren 
has also purchased numerous 
facsimile maps and codices about 
the Atlantic exploration and the 
early history of Latin America. These 
maps can be seen at the Woodson Research Center. 
 The library is benefitting directly from opportunities 
created by vibrant exchanges of scholars and ideas. This 
year we are getting expert help in selecting Brazilian books 
on humanities and social sciences from Brazilian graduate 
student Ludmila Maia. A scholar of the social and cultural 
history of Brazil, Maia is the first candidate for a dual Ph.D. 
degree in history from Rice and Universidade Estadual 
de Campinas (UNICAMP). As part of her doctoral work 
here, Maia has selected more than 1,000 titles, dramati-
cally expanding our holdings in Brazilian history, literature, 
women’s studies, religious history, anthropology, theatre, art 

and geography. Among these new acquisitions 
are rare finds, such as the only known North 
American copy of “Commentario a lei n.463” 
(a 19th-century legal text clarifying an impor-
tant 1847 law of patrilineal succession). Maia 
considers her work at Fondren to be one of the 

most enjoyable aspects of her year at Rice. 
 In addition, Fondren librarians are working with the 
Brasil@Rice office to set up book exchanges and gift pro-
grams with large Brazilian university presses. The library 
stacks already hold numerous gift items from Brazilian 
institutions and corporations, such as the Itaú Cultural 
Foundation and Petrobras. We look to the future to build 
on our successes in expanding Fondren’s Brazilian stud-
ies holdings and responding to the evolving needs of the 
scholarly community.
 
Anna Shparberg, Humanities Librarian

fondren
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rice Centennial spread Citywide Through exhibits

Staff members in the Woodson Research Center were 
an integral part of the centennial preparations, provid-
ing research support for book publications, images for 
the Spectacle and assistance with centennial exhibits. In 
addition to numerous on-campus exhibits, staff members 
collaborated on three fall 2012 downtown exhibits that 
engaged members of the Houston community and visitors 
to the city.
 Lee Pecht, university archivist and director of special 
collections, served as guest curator for the Heritage Soci-
ety’s exhibit “William Marsh Rice: The Man and His Lega-
cy.” The Heritage Society, which maintains William Marsh 
Rice’s former home (the Nichols-Rice-Cherry House), was 
a natural setting for this exhibit. Focusing on the man 
behind the university, this exhibit gave a glimpse at the 
private life and business dealings of Rice. Photographs of 
family members, business ledgers and floor plans from his 
New York apartment, as well as materials related to the 
founding of the Rice Institute, were just a few of the rare 
items that visitors had a chance to view. 
 “Much thought went into the exhibits,” said Pecht. 
“While the iconic images of buildings, events and person-
alities were mainstays, inclusion of other images and items 
that had rarely been seen by the public was a high prior-
ity. We even surprised ourselves by finding long-forgotten 
items, such as an account of Rice’s life in his own hand-
writing.”  
 Pecht also coordinated the exhibit “Rice Institute: 
Planning, Constructing, Opening, and the First Ten Years” 
with Mary Bixby, former executive director of the Friends 
of Fondren Library. Held at the Houston Public Library’s 
Julia Ideson Building, this exhibit showcased the realiza-
tion of William Marsh Rice’s dream with memorabilia from 
the early days of the Rice Institute. Campus photographs, 
suitcases from Edgar Odell Lovett’s world travels, pro-
grams for the opening ceremonies and the trowel that laid 
the Administration Building’s cornerstone were among the 
items on display.
 The final exhibit, “Highlights and Shadows: Selections 
from the Vera Prasilova Scott Portraiture Collection,” was 
organized by Kinzelman Art Consulting. Held at the Bank 
of America Center, this exhibit featured the Woodson Re-
search Center’s collection of materials from Vera Prasilova 
Scott, a successful Houston photographer in the 1920s and 
1930s and wife of Rice Institute physicist Arthur F. Scott. 
In addition to photographs of prominent Houston leaders, 
including Jane Blaffer, Nina Cullinan and Harry C. Wiess, 
the exhibit also contained selected glass plate negatives 
and Scott’s photographic equipment and supplies.

David M. Bynog, Assistant Head of Acquisitions

“William Marsh Rice: The Man and His Legacy”
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COLLABORATION

“I love using this for my
PowerPoint presentations.

I not only used it in
Groningen and so left my

laptop home,
I just used it last week

in the Kyle Morrow Room
for my presentation for
the Crafting Knowledge

conference.
                                     —April DeConick

In January 2012, a group of 12 faculty and five library administra-
tors each received an iPad to research its usefulness in research 
and teaching. We wanted to share some of the faculty remarks 
from the study.
 April DeConick, the Isla Carroll and Percy E. Turner Professor 
of Biblical studies: “I love using this for my PowerPoint presenta-
tions. I not only used it in Groningen and so left my laptop home, 
I just used it last week in the Kyle Morrow Room for my presenta-
tion for the Crafting Knowledge conference. While IT had to be 
called in to get the other presenters going because of password 
problems at the podium, all I did was walk up and plug in my 
iPad and voilà there was my presentation on screen.” 
 Gwen Bradford, assistant professor in the Department of 
Philosophy: “All my graduate students use e-reader devices for 
course readings. But every single student has a Kindle. They all 
report that most graduate students in the humanities have Kin-
dles, and virtually no one has an iPad. The explanation for this is 
cost: Kindles are cheap. But all of my students use their Kindles 
daily, all the time, doing reading for class or research for assign-
ments. They download their PDF journal articles and load them 
on the Kindles. This is really key because they have reported that 
some formats of eBooks and other resources are not compatible 
with Kindles. But this is what the vast majority of students have. 
The iPad may have actually been superior to any other device at 
conferences and other professional traveling. To be clear, this is 
traveling where I won’t need to write anything remotely important 
while away. Here is what I have used the iPad for: Store confer-
ence programs, Google other conference-goers, check email, 
calendar, use the map, download conference papers to read along 
during presentations, quickly download other reading material to 
supplement presentations and discussions.”
 Brandon Dugan, Associate Professor, Department of Earth
Science: (email received from a scientific drilling ship in the Pa-
cific Ocean) “I did get a Kanji translator program named imiwa?, 
and have tried using it. I have been using my iPad a lot more here 
than at home. I use it when I walk around the different labs to 
take notes in EverNote. Then when I sit down at my computer, 
I have the notes synced and digital. It works really well. If you 
want a tour of the ship, you can download Chikyu360 for free on 
your iPad and take a virtual tour.” 
 A project Libguide is available at http://libguides.rice.edu/
ipad. For further information about the study, please contact 
Debra Kolah at dkolah@rice.edu. 

Debra Kolah, User Experience Librarian
 
 

faculty reaction to iPad experiment
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In fall 2012, the Digital Media Com-
mons (DMC) quietly began offer-
ing 36 inch wide canvas material 
for poster printing on a trial basis. 
The faculty and students who have 
printed their posters in this way 
were excited to have the service and 
impressed with the quality of the 
printed posters, so the pilot project 
is now becoming a regular service. 
The unit price per linear foot for 
canvas is $1.60, the same as the unit 
price for 60 inch wide semiglossy 
paper. The amount of ink used is 
the second cost factor; price varies 
for text, a mix of images and text or 
images alone. For a typical 36-by-
48-inch poster with a mix of images 
and text, the cost of canvas printing 
is $33.40. Full pricing guidelines are 
on the DMC website at http://bit.
ly/14CRD13.
 The advantage of printing on canvas is that the resulting 
posters can be folded and tucked into a suitcase for con-
venience while traveling. Instead of carrying tubes to hold 
paper posters, travelers can pack their posters like clothes. 
The canvas is made from compressed polyester fibers which 
are not only crease- and water-resistant but also recyclable. 
We are exploring the durability of the posters to withstand 
ironing and multiple uses for presentations that will be given 
at multiple conferences.

Time’s up!
Fondren Library offers Internet access to the public for library research; most of 
the online resources that are otherwise unavailable for public off campus 
use are freely available to anyone inside the library. Eight computers 
for public research are located near the reference desk . 
 In late February, these public computers were equipped with 
time management software. Initiating a computer session now 
requires an access code available at the entrance at sign in. There 
is a time limit of one hour per person, per day, which may be 
used in multiple sessions. On request, more computer time can be 
made available to visiting scholars and local researchers. Addition-
al details may be found at

https://library.rice.edu/services/using-library-space/computer-access.

 The request for this service came from a professor 
who took the DMC’s workshop on Poster Creation with 
PowerPoint in spring 2012. He had heard from colleagues 
at another university that their Medical Illustration Depart-
ment offered canvas posters. He asked, and the DMC be-
gan setting up the pilot that resulted in this new service.
  To get more information about poster-printing ser-
vices, visit the DMC’s website at http://dmc.rice.edu.

Jane Zhao, Director, Digital Media Commons

have Poster,
will Travel

Biochemistry and Cell Biology student Ruchit Rana prints a canvas poster.
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Googling is an everyday occurrence for many of us. Most of 
the time, Google is an effective way to use some keywords 
to get back a ranked list. But what if the article that you 
really need is on the 999th page of the results? Do you trust 
Google’s relevance ranking to know what is important to 
your discipline? And what if you haven’t chosen the “right” 
keyword? In some cases, you might have more effective 
results by trying Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.com. 
Google Scholar provides a simple way to broadly search 
for scholarly literature. It includes articles, theses, books, 
abstracts and court opinions.  
 You can do some things to make your Google searches 
more effective. Some of the simple tricks are:

 • Use quotes to search for an exact word or set of words:   
  “imagine all the people” 
 • Add a minus (-) before a word or site to exclude all   
  results that include that word. (jaguar speed -car) 
 • Add a tilde (~) sign immediately in front of a word to   
  search for that word as well as even more synonyms.

 More advanced Google searching tips can be found at 
http://www.google.com/insidesearch/tipstricks/index. 
html. 
 Google Web History offers more relevant search results 
and recommendations across Google’s products and ser-
vices based on your web activity, providing a more tailored 
experience on Google.

 • Visit your Web history page at www.google.com/history  
  or click the gear icon on the upper right corner of a   
  search results page, and go to Web History.
 • Click the gear icon again on the upper corner of the Web  
  History page, and go to Settings.
 • Click, “Turn on.”

 To set up Google alerts, go to http://www.google.com/
alerts. Alerts will be emailed to you on the frequency that 
you establish; you can keep current on that topic. 
 A researcher will often be better served by a specialized 
database, one created to cover scholarly journals in a nar-
rowly defined subject, offering clear coverage information, 
controlled vocabulary and understanding of sub-disciplines 

as well as interface enhancements such as the ability to 
refine and save searches. Result sets from separate concept 
searches can be combined later using Boolean logic, saving 
research time.
 Here are just a few of our subscription specialized data-
bases with great features: 

GeoRef (http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.rice.edu/
georef?accountid=7064) indexes 3 million references to 
geoscience journal articles, books, maps, conference papers, 
reports and theses, covering North American geology from 
1785 to the present. 

SciFinder Scholar (https://scifinder.cas.org.ezproxy.rice.edu/
scifinder) indexes all of the world’s chemical literature from 
1907 to the present and is updated daily. 

PsycInfo (http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.rice.edu/
psycinfo?accountid=7064) provides more than 3.4 million 
records back to the 19th century, meticulously indexed by 
subject experts. The database provides grant and sponsor-
ship data and access to specific tests. 

Web of Science (http://webofknowledge.com.ezproxy.rice.
edu/WOS) integrates three citation indexes: Science Citation 
Index (SCI), Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI), and Arts 
and Humanities Citation Index (AHCI). WOS permits search-
ing one or more of the three databases. SCI on WOS covers 
1900 to date, SSCI 1956 to date and AHCI 1975 to date. SCI 
and SSCI have searchable author abstracts and include the 
ability to search for authors cited. Also available is ISIHigh-
lyCited, a directory of more than 250 eminent researchers
in life sciences, medicine, physical sciences and social
sciences.
 
 Like Google, specialized databases generally offer users 
the ability to get alerts and to save searches across sessions.
 For a complete list of Fondren Subscription databases, 
visit http://library.rice.edu/collections/AtoZDigital.
 To find out more about the specialized databases avail-
able in your field, contact the relevant subject librarian at 
http://library.rice.edu/collections/about-fondrens-collec-
tions/subject-specialist.
 
Debra Kolah, User Experience Librarian

Good enough              (except when it isn’t)
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how Are we Doing? 
 
By the time you read this, Fondren Library will have completed the 2013 LibQual survey. We run this survey — a subscrip-
tion service provided by the Association of Research Libraries — every three years. The survey provides a way for the library 
to perform an assessment of users’ opinions of service quality. LibQual helps point out where problem areas exist so that 
they can either be explored further (e.g., a more detailed, in-depth user experience investigation) or solved immediately by 
making adjustments to current services. Results from the last survey included an increase in quiet study areas, better signage 
and floor maps, and a browsable DVD collection. 
 This year several student ambassadors from various colleges and programs of study were recruited to help market the 
survey. They brought posters and handouts directly to the spaces where students work and study when they aren’t in the 
library. This year’s number of responses was far higher than for the last administration, perhaps in part due to this strategy. 
We will begin to analyze the results of this latest LibQual survey shortly after the survey is closed and will feature survey 
findings and the library’s responses in an upcoming issue of News From Fondren. 

Jenn Miller, Assistant Head of Cataloging & Metadata Services/Metadata Coordinator

must Love Dogs
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Stressed-out students fill the library to capacity during finals. Was there anything 
the library could do to help?  Pet therapy in the Fondren Library was suggested 
as a pilot program to help students to relieve some stress, following reports
of successful programs at other university libraries. The self-named “puppy
brigade” was formed to investigate and handle the details. Spearheaded by
Kerry Keck, assistant university librarian for research services, this volunteer 
committee of reference librarians also included Sandi Edwards, Mary Brower, 
Anna Shparberg, Elka Tenner and Bob Sabin. 
 Faithful Paws, one of four pet therapy organizations in the Houston metro-
politan area, gave us an emphatic, “yes.” The organization’s secretary put out a 
call to its members and e-mailed us later reporting the most enthusiastic recent 
response from their volunteers. 
 Sensitive to the fact there would be people who were allergic to dogs or 
bothered by the disruption, the committee studied several possible locations in 
the library. The reference area on the first floor seemed to offer the best place 
for accommodating the volunteers, their dogs and curious students. The com-
mittee planned multiple visits spread out over a few days at different times of 
day.  Nearly 40 volunteers from Faithful Paws contributed their time to Fondren’s 
pet therapy program during the Friday, Saturday and Monday of fall finals. By 
student request, a trained therapy cat was added to the program.
 Response from our target audience—Rice students —was very positive. To 
get feedback, we encouraged the students to fill out comment cards. We re-
ceived 292 comment cards, of which seven disapproved of the program and 285 
were highly enthusiastic. 
 Media coverage for the program was outstanding. Along with internal Rice 
press coverage, video of the event was shown on our local channels 2, 11, 13 
and 39. In addition, radio station News 92 FM contacted us for an interview and 
the Houston Chronicle ran an extensive report with photos.
 Such a successful pilot argued persuasively for more pet therapy at Fondren 
during future final exam periods, and the program was repeated this spring. 

Elka Tenner, Collection Development Coordinator

must Love Dogs

student research Pays off 

Graduate students from left to right above, Marcel LaFlamme, Olivia Wolf, Julie Knutson and junior Amol Utrankar are the recipi-
ents of this year’s Fondren Library Research Awards. Awards were presented at the April 18 meeting of the Friends of Fondren 
Library, award sponsors, along with summaries of each student’s research. Additional details may be found in the Rice News article 
at http://bit.ly/YGGNR8.
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“Meticulous,” “patient,” “enthusiastic” — these are all words 
that have been used to describe Randy Tibbits, team leader 
of Fondren’s Document Delivery Services, who retired in 
January 2013.
 Tibbits began working at Fondren Library in 1984 when 
he was hired as an online researcher for R.I.C.E., Fondren’s 
fee-based research service. After the service closed, Tibbits 
became team leader for Document Delivery Services, a posi-
tion he held until his retirement.  
 Among his many accomplishments, Tibbits is proudest 
of having established a high level of trust in interlibrary loan 
services among campus users. In fact, faculty, staff and stu-
dents often praise the accuracy, speed and general efficiency 
of the department. Lynda Crist, Jefferson Davis Papers editor, 
said that Tibbits “excelled as an instructor, always willing 
to help us learn new tools to identify our obscure (usually) 
19th-century sources.”
 According to art historian Susan Huang,“he even went 
so far as to track down the author of a dated, unpublished 
conference paper in England for me. He emailed this author, 
who in turn sent me a PDF.”
 John Zammito of the history department sums up the 

“mr. Tibbits Goes to Paris”

opinions of many when he said: “Quite simply, I would say 
that Randy and his staff have been invaluable in enabling 
my research, and I thank them for it most sincerely.”
 Library users have offered Tibbits a few unusual experi-
ences during his time at Fondren. He was asked to use one 
customer’s crystal to aid in a patent search and was told 
by another that he was one of the “chosen” and would be 
picked up by a space ship.
 Tibbits has a number of outside interests that will keep 
him busy in retirement. His primary passion is early Texas 
art. He recently co-curated an exhibit of the works of Emma 
Richardson Cherry at the Houston Public Library’s Julia
Ideson Building.  
 Also an enthusiastic traveler, Tibbits’ favorite destination 
is Paris, but he and his husband, Rick Bebermeyer, have 
traveled to many other locations in Europe, as well as to 
Turkey, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and Argentina. Their 
next trip will take them to Barcelona and Paris in May.
 Randy will be missed by the Fondren staff and the en-
tire Rice community. We just hope he won’t be too busy to 
think of us occasionally. 

Jane Segal, Humanities/Social Sciences Librarian
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shapiro Award winner 
 
Rafal Kasprowski, electronic resources librarian, has been 
awarded the 12th Shapiro Staff Innovation Award. A reception and 
award ceremony were held April 10 in the Kyle Morrow Room. More 
extensive coverage can be found at http://bit.ly/10UTLgZ.

snapshots 

Kelley Vernon has been working at Rice in the Visual Resources Center since 
1999 and joined Fondren Library in July 2012 as the new visual resources curator. 
She organizes and provides access to an extensive collection of art images for 
use by Rice faculty and students. A large part of her day is taken up with migrat-
ing the existing image collection to a new digital management system, digitizing 
physical slides and rescanning older images to provide better-quality resources. 
She looks forward to an upcoming project working with a collection of histori-
cal ethnographic and modern architectural images of Brazil. When asked what 
she would take from her office if she was going to be living on a desert island, 
Vernon chose the pack of playing cards that she found in her desk in 1999.

Marcos Hernandez, the Digital Media Commons lab support specialist, 
has been working at the library for a year and a half, providing evening support. 
He helps DMC users make reservations for equipment, assists with student and 
faculty projects, teaches workshops such as Photoshop Basics, and helps run the 
DMC’s social voice on Twitter, Pinterest, and Facebook. He can help create origi-
nal graphics for class presentations, put together a professional-looking video of 
a violin solo or provide a tripod for important photo taking. If Hernandez was 
going to a desert island he would take one of the DMC cameras along with him 
to record the experience, although he also noted the need for a generator or an 
endless supply of batteries.

Rebecca Russell began volunteering at Woodson Research Center in 
2009, working on projects such as organizing a collection of architectural 
maps. She was quickly hired part time and became a full-time archivist
librarian in February 2012. She now performs reference work for re-
searchers and helps organize and care for the physical and digital Wood-
son collections. She enjoys the variety of tasks in her job, from helping 
to track down the owner of a paddleboat spotted in a video from 1993 
to reprocessing a collection of papers from the Autry family, ranging in 
date from 1832–1998. If Russell was going to a desert island, she would 
bring some archival record-center boxes from Woodson for constructing 
a temporary shelter.

By Jenn Miller, Assistant Head of Cataloging & Metadata Services/Metadata Coordinator
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 “Well-designed books can have

an intoxicating effect, encouraging

their possessors to savor the

precious moments of life and

to relive cherished sensations.

The accomplishment is neither magical nor acci-

dental. It is achieved when a harmonious balance 

is struck between the author’s message and its 

visualization in sensitive typography, perfect illus-

trations and appropriate binding according to the 

finest traditions of bookmaking.” (Limited Editions 

Club Newsletter 3, ser. 56, no. 577 (Nov. 1995): 4)

 The Limited Editions Club reissued classic liter-

ature with fine bindings and illustrations to a small 

group of subscribers in the 20th century. These are 

lovely and varied books, forming a significant part 

of Fondren’s rare book collections, which were 

honored in 2012 as one of the top 20 most impres-

sive university special collections in the world. A 

selection of these wonderful works is on view at 

Fondren through May 2013.

 Fondren Library’s collection began with a 1982 

gift from General and Mrs. Maurice (Winifred) 

Hirsch of Houston, philanthropists and supporters 

of the arts, and has been since expanded through 

additional gifts and purchases. The Limited Editions 

Club itself was founded by George Macy in 1929, 

with a mission to “reissue the world’s great classics 

with the highest standards of literary excellence in 

the choice of titles and the texts themselves, and to 

enlist the talents of the world’s ablest book design-

ers, illustrators, printers and binders.” Over the 

years since Macy’s death and following the subse-

quent leadership of his family members, the club 

was bought by various publishers who continued 

the spirit of the publications. The most recent 

Limited Editions Club publication was in 2010, “The 

Declaration of Independence,” featuring a frontis-

piece photogravure by Robert Frank. 

 Early editions were generally in the size range 

Beautiful and rare Limited editions on exhibit in fondren
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Since its first issue in 1916, the university’s student newspaper, The 
Rice Thresher, has chronicled life on campus. Established to pro-
vide a “means of voicing the opinions of the students,” the Thresher 
has covered everything from Rice’s first graduating class to our first 
Cotton Bowl win, our first Beer Bike, our centennial and everything 
else along the way. Individuals wanting to view copies previously 
had to use either the print or microfilm versions at Fondren Library. 
But access to this unique voice just went global with the digitiza-
tion of issues from 1916 to 2000. 
 “The Thresher is one of our most frequently used items,”
said Amanda Focke, assistant head of the Woodson Research Center 
(WRC). “In addition to being a great source for what was happen-
ing on campus, it is useful for local history purposes as well as 
for exploring trends in higher education.” A previous pilot project 
digitized issues from 1958 to 1967, while this project employed
new technologies to fully digitize all issues from 1916 to 2000.
The remaining issues from 2000 to 2013 are slated for completion 
in fall 2013. 
 Staff from the WRC and Digital Scholarship Services worked on 
this project, which was made possible by a $25,000 gift from the 
Friends of Fondren Library. To create the digital versions, Fondren’s 
microfilm copies were first sent to the Oklahoma Historical Society’s 
newspaper lab for duplication. Next, the University of North Texas 
Portal to Texas History in Denton made digital images from that du-
plicate film. Staff at Fondren then spent time preparing the images. 
“Quite a bit of data wrangling went into this project,” explained 
Monica Rivero, Digital Curation Coordinator. “We handled close to 
900 GB of data and batch processed tens of thousands of images.” 
 The new digital Thresher is available as fully searchable issue-
level PDFs. Users can find the Thresher in both the UNT Portal
with other Texas newspapers and cultural heritage objects at
http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/THRSH/browse/ and 
in our own Institutional Repository at http://scholarship.rice.edu/
handle/1911/64890) with many other Rice history resources.

David M. Bynog, Assistant Head of Acquisitions

Thresher Gets Digitized

of 1,500–2,500 copies, especially in the earlier 

years when longer works such as novels and plays 

were published in standard sizes with illustrations 

as embellishments. Later, for example in the 1990s, 

editions as small as 400 copies were issued, with 

shorter works, such as poems, featured in large 

quarto size or larger, substantial illustrations being 

of equal standing with the text. The club typically 

published between eight and 12 titles per year.

 Included in the Fondren exhibit are two of the 

most sought-after titles in the collection: the 1934 

“Lysistrata,” illustrated and signed by Pablo Picasso; 

and the 1935 “Ulysses,” illustrated and signed by 

Henri Matisse as well by the author, James Joyce. 

Matisse’s art actually depicts scenes from Homer’s 

“Odyssey,” which Joyce invoked in some of the 

novel’s characters and events. Other authors and 

artists include Maya Angelou, John Biggers, Ray 

Bradbury, Confucius, Allen Ginsburg, Pablo

Neruda, Edgar

Allen Poe,

Shakespeare, 

George Bernard 

Shaw, Clare

Van Vliet, 

Tennessee

Williams and 

many more.

 Fondren Library currently owns 591 titles

from the Limited Editions Club, a nearly complete 

set. These books can be accessed through the 

Woodson Research Center at woodson@rice.edu or 

browsed in the catalog by using Advanced Search 

and limiting the search by location: Woodson

Research Center – Ltd. Editions.

 A bibliography of the books in the exhibit is 

available online at http://library.rice.edu/about/

exhibits/intoxicating-effects.

Amanda Focke, Assistant Head,
Woodson Research Center
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Then and Now. This 1965 photo of the original 1949 furnishings of the Kyle Morrow Room, then 
called the Lecture Lounge, features the familiar poly-cylindric wooden walls, sleek curved furniture 
and zodiac-themed drapes and upholstery as well as shag carpeting. Some of the furnishings have 
weathered the years well and, with some TLC, are still in service today in other areas of the library. 
The inset shows the room as it looks today.


