
Over the last decade, Rice has done 
much to strengthen its ties with  
East Asian countries. While seeing a 
significant growth in both graduate 
and undergraduate enrollments from 
East Asia, especially from China, the 
university has worked hard to ramp up 
the programs and resources dedicated 
to this area of the world. Recently Rice 
has added new faculty in several  
humanities and social sciences  
disciplines and established the Chao 
Center for Asian Studies. Clearly, the 
time had come to develop our library 
collections in Asian studies to match 
our new ambitions.   
 An early step in the process was to 
develop, with the Chao Center, a new 
library position, Asian studies curator. 
The first incumbent of this position, 
Michael Meng, came to Rice in  
October 2011. A native of Taiwan, 
Meng studied history and political  
science at Soochow University in  
Taipei.  After immigrating to the  
United States, he went on to receive a 
master’s degree in political science at 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
Before coming to Rice, he worked at 
two flagships of Asian studies in North 
America — the University of Michigan 
and the University of Washington — 
and is recognized as one of the  
leading Asian studies librarians in 
North America. 
 Meng’s immediate objective was  
to serve the needs of Asian studies 
scholars at Rice. Our Asian studies  
faculty have diverse, often cross- 
disciplinary research interests and  
reside in different departments,  
such as the School of Fine Arts, the 
history department and the James A. 

Baker III Institute for Public Policy.  
The complexity of research relation-
ships requires diligent acquisition 
of works of importance to faculty 
research and teaching across a wide 
range of subject areas.   
 Expanding our digital collections 
in Asian studies is a very important 
part of this work. Last winter, Fondren 
users received trial access to two full-
text historical databases of Chinese 
journals. More trials and acquisitions 
of digital materials are planned for the 
near future.    
 The long-term goal is to build  
up our collection to a research library 
level, gradually filling in numerous 
gaps in our existing holdings.  
Personal relationships with vendors 
and publishers are required for  
success in putting together a quality 
collection of East Asian studies  
materials, because many titles are  
published in small runs and are  

seldom marketed countrywide. Titles 
go out of print quickly and can be hard 
to locate even a few months later.  
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fondren Provides training  
for library school students

Through its practicum program, Fondren Library provides opportunities for students earning 
their library science master’s degrees to experience real-life work in the library. This program 
matches students with positions corresponding to their interests and goals, generally provid-
ing them with 120 hours of work under the guidance of one or more Fondren staff members. 
 In Spring 2012, Fondren hosted three practicum students. Two of them,  
Ann Cochran and Norie Guthrie, worked in the Woodson Research Center (WRC). 

 Cochran, a graduate of the library and information science program of the 
University of North Texas, processed records and created finding aids for several 
Woodson collections. Her work included digitizing some of the William Marsh 
Rice papers to add to an online exhibit as well as working with papers from 
Baker College and the Department of Anthropology.  
 According to Cochran, choosing a career in libraries was a natural progres-
sion after her undergraduate studies in the humanities at the University of  
Houston–Clearlake. She believes that as a librarian she can make a lasting  
difference; the finding aids she created at Fondren will continue to help people 
locate the materials they need long after she leaves. Cochran is seeking a digital 
image management position in academia. 
 Guthrie, with her husband David Messmer, is a resident advisor at Sid  
Richardson College. She received her master’s degree in library science from 
Texas Woman’s University. Until recently an English teacher with the Houston 
Independent School District, she finds her master’s degree in English relevant to  
a library career. She became interested in archival work while volunteering at  
the Menil Collection archives. 
 Guthrie processed the papers of Rice professor Bob Patten, worked on Rice’s 
literary societies’ papers and selected photos for the Woodson website. After 
completing her practicum, she volunteered at the WRC and the Menil Collection 
before accepting a temporary position as an archivist at the WRC. 
 Fondren’s Technical Services Department hosted a third practicum student, 
Elysia Betancourt. Betancourt is finishing her master’s degree in library science at 

Texas Woman’s University. During her practicum, Betancourt learned about the current activi-
ties of professional catalogers by participating in creating metadata for digital projects as well 
as working on record creation for the online catalog. She found that her work in the library 
made her course work come to life. 
 Betancourt became interested in cataloging after interviewing a technical services  
librarian at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston for a class assignment. She thought that the 
work sounded interesting and a good fit for her skills. After finishing her degree, she would 
like to work in a library technical services department or possibly in public services in a 
health science library. 
 The practicum program at Fondren Library benefits both the library and library school 
students. It gives the students the opportunity to contribute to library work at a professional 
level and allows the library to benefit from the skills and fresh perspectives of the students. 
The program is coordinated by Melinda Reagor Flannery, assistant university librarian for 
technical services. Additional details are available at http://library.rice.edu/about/employ-
ment/volunteering-internships.

Jane Segal 
Social Science/Humanities Librarian

guthrie

http://library.rice.edu/about/employment/volunteering-internships
http://library.rice.edu/about/employment/volunteering-internships
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fondren Collaborates with english Professor  
to digitize 18th-century drama 
 
 

When Humanities Research Center postdoctoral fellow Michael 
Gavin decided to incorporate the use of primary resources into his 
course on the history of 18th-century British drama, he found that 
Fondren Library’s Woodson Research Center housed the perfect 
materials for his students — the Stockton Axson collection. 
 The Stockton Axson collection was started as a memorial to 
its namesake, an English professor at Rice from 1913 to 1935. The 
collection contains more than 5,000 volumes published between 
1660 and 1800, representing most major and minor British literary 
figures who produced dramatic works of poetry, comedy, tragedy 
and opera during the period. 
 Gavin planned that his students would contribute to the cre-
ation of a new digital research tool — a combination of searchable 
full-text representations of plays usually studied at the undergradu-
ate level and relevant biographical, historical and bibliographic 
information compiled through original research. The project was a 
candidate for the 2011 Virginia and Griff Lawhon Digital Education 
Award but was ultimately supported by Fondren Library staff, who 
were intrigued by his idea and offered their support for his course 
plans. 
 Fondren’s Woodson Research Center worked with Gavin to 
select which volumes would be scanned and digitized. Ultimately, 
62 of the collection’s volumes were added in digital form to Rice 
University’s institutional repository. Each record contains a PDF of 
the scanned pages and a full-text transcription of the book. Many 
also include an XML-based description file of detailed contextual 
information. These materials are available at http://scholarship.rice.
edu/handle/1911/61548. 
 During the Fall 2011 semester, Gavin’s students studied the 
digitized version of the plays in order to examine topics such as 
satire on the London stage, political tragedies in Drury Lane and 
adaptations of Shakespeare’s works. They also used secondary 
resources held by Fondren Library to gather supporting contextual 
information.  
 For the most substantial portion of their assignment, the students designed and curated an online exhibit that would 
help make the plays they researched easily accessible to the Rice community and beyond. Amanda Focke of the Woodson 
Research Center assisted Gavin and the class in using the open source software platform Omeka to create the digital exhibit. 
The result, the Stockton Axson 18th-century Drama Archive, presents discussions on a variety of aspects of the course topic, 
illustrations and links to the full texts of the relevant plays. The digital exhibit is located at http://exhibits.library.rice.edu/
exhibits/show/axson. 
 Gavin, who now has a position at the University of South Carolina, will continue to contribute to the development of 
the digital collection. 
 
Jenn Miller 
Assistant Head of Cataloging & Metadata Services/Metadata Coordinator 
and 
Jane Segal 
Social Science/Humanities Librarian

http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/61548
http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/61548
http://exhibits.library.rice.edu/exhibits/show/axson
http://exhibits.library.rice.edu/exhibits/show/axson
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fondren’s Journal Collection shines  
in regional Preservation effort 
 
 
Most libraries provide users current issues of journals online, but what about back files of paper journals? Libraries across 
the nation are extremely crowded, often storing the same physical journals, and may wish to safely discard some of their 
paper back files, or older volumes. Libraries also acknowledge that some of us need to keep the bound volumes against the 
possibility of disastrous electronic data loss or for types of inquiry not readily addressed online. 
 The Western Storage Trust (WEST) is one of the library initiatives beginning to address the issue of cooperative storage 
of backup copies of print journals. Begun at the University of California with Mellon Foundation startup funding and now 
with more than 100 library members, WEST aims to establish a distributed network of print scholarly journal repositories. 
 Fondren Library has been named as a print repository for the 2012 archiving cycle. The library was identified as having 
broad and deep holdings of print scholarly journals. Moreover, the preservation conditions of our offsite facility will allow 
Fondren to preserve these volumes for scholars across the continent as well as the Rice University community.  
 In addition to Rice, the other five WEST print repositories are Stanford University, both of the University of California  
Regional Library [offsite] Facilities, Arizona State University, and the University of Kansas. 
 As Fondren moves forward in its new role as a WEST repository, we will be auditing our holdings of our WEST-assigned 
titles. We will confirm accuracy and completeness of our holdings and reveal our “commitment to keep” in national databas-
es such as WorldCat. Other libraries, confident in their ability to borrow print volumes from WEST repositories, may begin  
to remove duplicate journal runs from their overcrowded buildings. 
 Fondren Library also is committed to exploring preservation of digital content, participating in three journal-based 
digital preservation initiatives and several collaborative preservation programs for institutional digital assets (images, faculty 
publications, rare collections, etc.) 
 For more information about WEST, visit their website at http://www.cdlib.org/west/. 
 
Kerry A. Keck 
Assistant University Librarian, Research Services

http://www.cdlib.org/west/
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In April 2012, the Rice faculty 
senate passed an open access 
policy, requiring all faculty to 
deposit copies of their peer-
reviewed journal articles into 
Rice’s institutional repository, 
the Rice University Digital 
Scholarship Archive (http://
scholarship.rice.edu).The poli-
cy supports the broad dissemi-
nation of Rice’s research and 
scholarship to bring increased 
recognition to authors and to 
the institution. The publications 
will be freely available to any-
one, anywhere. Although new 
to Rice, open access policies 
are not new to the larger aca-
demic community. Since 2003, 
more than 135 institutions and 
52 funding bodies worldwide 
have implemented open access 
policies for research publica-
tions (http://roarmap.eprints.org). There are a number of 
advantages to making research available through an insti-
tutional repository, including higher rankings in Internet 
search engine results, more citations, compliance with 
federal grant requirements, preservation of research finding 
and providing access to those whose institutions cannot  
afford journal subscriptions. 
 With the policy now in place, Fondren Library is work-
ing with faculty to help them comply with the new require-
ments. Learning from other institutions whose faculties 
have adopted an open access policy, Fondren realized that 
support would be needed to get the publications into the 
repository. The saying “build it and they will come”  
has repeatedly been shown to be false when it comes  
to open access policies and institutional repositories.  
Significant groundwork must be laid to heighten awareness 
of the policy and to explain open access. Much time and 
effort must be spent on marketing because both the policy 
and the repository itself are new to most faculty. Assisting 
faculty with article deposits, providing support for navigat-
ing copyright issues, working with publishers to make them 
aware of the new policy and developing a mechanism for 

requesting a waiver when compliance 
becomes impossible are examples of 
new services that need to be provided 
if the policy is to be effective. 
 To meet these needs, Fondren’s 
digital scholarship services department 
hired me as their scholarly communi-
cations liaison at the beginning of the 
2012 fall semester. I came to Rice from 
the University of Texas School of Public 
Health, where I helped faculty comply 
with federal funding guidelines that 
require research publications supported 
by federal grants to be made available 
as open access publications. I worked 
with faculty and journals to deposit 
research articles into the NIH PubMed 
Central repository, where they are now 
available for everyone to view and 
download for free. 
 To increase awareness of Rice’s 
Open Access Policy, we took advantage 
of International Open Access Week, 

Oct. 22–28, 2012, to host a series of drop-in informational 
sessions at the Brochstein Pavilion. This effort raised aware-
ness of open access and the Rice policy in the university 
community. In the coming months, we will be holding 
brown bag sessions and other informational events, open 
to all Rice faculty and staff, to continue to raise awareness 
of the services we are offering. We also will meet with 
individual faculty and departments to customize repository 
submission processes to further encourage participation. 
 For additional information, please visit http:// 
openaccess.rice.edu or scholarship.rice.edu, or send email 
to openaccess@rice.edu. 
 
Shannon Kipphut 
Scholarly Communications Liaison

fondren supports faculty open access Policy

kipphut at a drop-in information session

http://scholarship.rice.edu/
http://scholarship.rice.edu/
http://roarmap.eprints.org
http://openaccess.rice.edu
http://openaccess.rice.edu
http://scholarship.rice.edu/
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new Catalog features:  
text alerts and location feature 
 
Are you tired of checking your library account online?  
 Do you often forget to check your email? The library now offers text message alerts as 
an easier way for you to receive the information you want about your library account. This 
new optional service allows you to receive notices on your phone reminding you when your 
books or equipment are due back at the library. You also can choose to be alerted when your 
books are overdue or when you have library fines. If you have placed any holds or requested 
an item from off-campus storage, you can be notified when the item is ready to be picked up. 
This new feature can be activated through your library account under “User Services.” You will 
continue to receive notifications by email if you choose to opt-in to this service. 
 Map It is another recent addition to Fondren’s catalog. Clicking on the “Locate this item” 
icon in a catalog record will show you the exact location of a book in the library. The new 
range number system will tell you exactly which row the book is located on. Especially for 
those of us who have ever been lost in the stacks, using Map It should make stacks navigation 
easier. 
 
Rebecca Ajtai 
Former Circulation Assistant
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library Conducts research study on  
academic use of iPads 
 
 
Fondren Library is interested in how researchers are using iPads and other mobile devices in teaching, research and daily 
activities and how individual and group opportunities for learning change that use over time. 
 In January 2012, a group of 12 faculty and five executive-level library staff each received an iPad. They were encour-
aged to attend twice-monthly training sessions to become more familiar with the device. The first 30 minutes of each session 
was spent on learning a concept that would help them use the device in teaching, learning, and everyday life and the sec-
ond half was spent sharing in the group about experiences and lessons learned thus far. One or two apps were taught each 
session, focusing on free tools that enhance teaching and productivity, such as: Films on Demand (http://library.rice.edu/
collections/eresources/films-on-demand), Evernote, Educreations, Dropbox, and Skitch. The demonstrations were geared to 
helping participants become familiar with the mobile device itself and to exploring applications on the market. The time for 
informal conversation provided faculty with a comfortable venue in which to discuss mobile technologies, including both 
problems and successes.  
 Over the summer, study participants received e-mail from the research team with articles on teaching and researching 
with iPads as well as news of recently developed iPad apps of interest. 
 Additionally, some faculty members are keeping brief diaries about their experiences teaching, learning and using the 
iPad. We have already seen examples of how faculty have embraced the mobile power of the device: one faculty member 
wrote a book chapter and uploaded it to iTunes, giving the world access to his knowledge. Another faculty member carried 
the iPad to a conference in a distant country, leaving her laptop behind. She had a very successful presentation with her 
iPad, and found it easier to plug and play than in the past, when she had sometimes had difficulty with cables and screen 
resolutions. 
 In the fall, Debra Kolah, a member of the research team, has 
been doing site visits to view professors using iPads in the classroom 
and conduct one-on-one interviews to learn more about the ways 
that faculty are using the device.The pilot project ends in December 
2012 and, at that time, discussions will take place as to whether to 
further the research with another group of participants. 
 As we learn more, Fondren Library will use the information to 
inform the way that we provide e-books, mobile information and 
training. Research into faculty experience of iPads will help Fondren 
evaluate the impact of mobile technologies upon the academic library 
experience of both faculty and students. The research will also guide 
future enhancements for our mobile library website and for library-
related applications that Fondren Library might wish to develop in 
the future. For questions or comments about the study, please contact 
Debra Kolah at dkolah@rice.edu or Diane Butler at dianeb@rice.edu.
The Libguide for the project, with the resources taught in the train-
ing sessions, is located at http://libguides.rice.edu/ipad Additionally, 
a Libguide on accessing Fondren e-books is available at http://lib-
guides.rice.edu/ebooks. 
 
Debra Kolah 
User Experience Librarian

http://library.rice.edu/collections/eresources/films-on-demand
http://library.rice.edu/collections/eresources/films-on-demand
http://libguides.rice.edu/ipad
http://libguides.rice.edu/ebooks
http://libguides.rice.edu/ebooks
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Each year since 2009, the Friends of Fondren has sponsored 
a competition for Undergraduate and Graduate Research 
Awards. These awards recognize, with cash prizes,  
student projects completed through use of Fondren Library’s 
resources. The contest was most recently conducted  
during spring semester 2012, with awards being announced 
in March. The prize-winning students made brief presenta-
tions of their research at the April meeting of the Friends  
of Fondren. 
 This year’s first prize for undergraduate research went 
to Renaud Boucher-Browning for his “From Theory to  
Practice: Reflections of Juan Bermudo and Francisco Salinas 
in Francisco Guerrero’s ‘Canciones y Villanescas Espiri-
tuales.’” Fondren’s musical scores, recordings and other 
works in English, Spanish and French (including resources 
obtained through interlibrary loan) formed the core of his 
research sources, along with secondary literature gleaned 
from Fondren’s online music databases. Courses in Span-
ish and music history encouraged him to roam among the 
resources of Fondren’s rich CD collection until he settled 
for his paper topic on polyphonic vocal works by composer 
Francisco Guerrero set to sonnets by contemporary Spanish 
poets. His goal was to grasp more deeply the relationship 
between text and music, especially as influenced by con-
temporary music theory of the Spanish Renaissance. 
 Architecture student Liang Wang won first prize in the 
graduate research category for his paper “Re-forming and 
Re-presenting a Public Library.” This project for his third-
semester core studio (CORE 503) examines the way public 
architecture serves as a cultural and political artifact, using 
a multilingual Houston public library branch as an example. 
He explored the way in which changing formats of library 

resources create a different relationship to the physi-
cal space of the library as well as how the library must 
“absorb dualities:” accommodate public and private, sound 
and quiet, commonality and distinction to claim a new 
public role. 
   The library supported the project by providing tours 
of Fondren Library and its Library Service Center, instruct-
ing in its Geographic Information System (GIS)/Data 
Center resources, and providing class readings on reserve. 
Online databases, journals and image collections; stacks 
collections; government statistical data; maps and  
additional resources acquired through ILL also provided 
core support. The project also benefitted from access to 
library equipment such as video cameras and projectors, 
digital SLR cameras and graphic software. Wang noted 
especially that observed interactions between people  
and library show Fondren itself to be reimagining the  
relationships among knowledge, media and the “percep-
tion of publicness.” 
 Runners up in the graduate competition were Olivia 
Wolf for “Re-presenting La Tapada Limena: Uncover-
ing Orientalism in the Gendered, Civic Icon of Fin-de-
Siglo Peru” and Rachel Hooper for “Sunlight and Fresh 
Air: Picturing Life in the Central-Hall Houses of Beirut, 
1890–1920.” Research strategy essays, submitted papers 
and bibliographies for all research award-winners may be 
found at: http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/21949. 
Additional information about the award program can be 
found at: http://library.rice.edu/about/friends-of-fondren/
research-awards. 
 
Melinda Reagor Flannery 
Assistant University Librarian for Technical Services

friends of fondren group  
rewards student researchers

Boucher-Browninghooperwang wolf

http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/21949
http://library.rice.edu/about/friends-of-fondren/research-awards
http://library.rice.edu/about/friends-of-fondren/research-awards
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a new engine under the hood: onesearch updated 
 
In January of this year, Fondren Library introduced a new resource discovery tool, EBSCO’s Discovery Service, or EDS. This 
new tool retains the name of our original discovery tool, OneSearch, and its prominent availability through a single search 
box on the library’s home page. However, in most other ways EDS represents a significantly changed and improved search 
experience. 
 The first OneSearch discovery tool introduced in 2009 displayed search results in two separate panes on the results page 
— articles from databases appeared at the top of the page and local (i.e. catalog) results in the lower section. In addition, 
article results were limited to a selected 50 databases and, because of the federated search mechanism, articles were not 
presented in an order based on search term relevancy, but rather in a purely random order as they were identified from 
each of the 50 databases. 

 The new OneSearch combines 
all of the search results into 
one integrated hit list sorted by 
relevance. Relevancy ranking of the 
results is possible because all of the 
resources available in EDS exist as 
one huge unified index rather than 
as numerous individual databases. 
The library’s catalog contains 
more than two million records; 
OneSearch contains hundreds of 
millions of records. The library 
does not own or have immediate 
access to every item listed in EDS, 
but detailed location or acquisition 
information is provided. If the item 
appears in the library’s catalog, 
a call number and real-time 
circulation status are displayed. In 
many instances, if the full-text item 
is accessible online, a direct link is 
provided. Otherwise, a link to the 

library’s open URL resolver will determine availability and present alternative options (such as interlibrary loan) should the 
item not be available directly from the library’s collections.  
 Facets to help refine search results are located on the left hand side of the screen. For example, you may choose to 
refine your search results by publication date range, source type (e.g. books, e-books, scores, videos, periodicals), full-text 
results or peer-reviewed scholarly journals. If you want to limit your search to just those resources available in the library’s 
catalog and e-journal portal check the “Available in Library Collection” box also listed under “Refine Your Results.” The 
last refinement facet in the list, “Content Provider,” identifies the databases from which the results have been pulled. This 
refinement is helpful if you want to pursue more precise searching in the most relevant databases. 
 The library is committed to continually improving the research and information discovery experiences of our users.  
Fondren’s Web team conducted OneSearch testing this fall, using a rapid testing approach primarily with undergraduates, 
and now is analyzing the results. We continue to welcome your feedback on this newest iteration of OneSearch; a short 
online survey is available at http://surveymonkey.com/s/VS3BB92. 
 
Sandi Edwards 
Head of Reference

Boucher-Browning

debra kolah reveiwing onesearch input from users

http://surveymonkey.com/s/VS3BB92
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howell Provides new leadership  
for friends of fondren group

Judy Howell, the new executive director 
of the Friends of Fondren Library, came to 
Fondren in August 2012, overlapping for 
a month with retiring director Mary Bixby.  
Howell was most recently a member 
of the Baylor College of Medicine staff, 
where she served as the senior director 
for community engagement in the Office 
of Development and Advancement/ 
Marketing. Howell is no stranger to  
Rice, having worked in the psychology  
department and donor relations and 
also as engineering conference support 
between 1995 and 1999. Asked what 
brought her back, she said, “I like quality 
institutions and quality people. I had a 

great experience at Rice before and know it is a place where people help  
one another. There is one team with the same goal.” 
 When Howell was previously at Rice, the library was a place people  
came to do research, but little more. Board members have shared that the 
most recent building renovation has transformed the library into an attractive 
and welcoming place to interact both socially and intellectually. 
 Howell is impressed with the diversity and energy of the current Friends 
group, noting the presence of many alumni and community friends. Friends 
board members are deeply committed to ensuring that the Rice community 
has the best resources available. She finds that people are eager to be  
involved with the board and that board service often spans multiple  
generations. The Friends have a broad range of interests in everything from 
rare books to the technological capabilities of the Geographic Information 
System (GIS)/Data Center. The board is seeking more active engagement with 
the community as well as hoping to take support for Fondren to a new level. 
 In her brief time in the position, Howell is already grateful for many  
welcoming moments with staff, the Friends board and the Rice community. 
She sees the opportunity to be trained by an expert predecessor as a major 
investment in her success. She also notes with pleasure that her work allows 
her to be involved in a broad variety of activities: copy editing, graphic design 
input, event planning, stewardship, long-range planning and administration. 
 Howell can be reached at jmhowell@rice.edu or at extension 5157. 
 
Melinda Reagor Flannery 
Assistant University Librarian for Technical Services
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library strengthens support 
for asian studies …

 Meng’s recent book acquisition trip to 
the Far East has resulted in the renewal 
of ties with publishers and booksellers as 
well as establishing Fondren’s exchanges 
with two important libraries — the National 
Library of China and Taiwan’s National Cen-
tral Library. Additionally, Meng has secured 
the library’s participation in the Window 
to China project sponsored by the Chinese 
government. Founded in 2006, the project 
provides Chinese imprints in both Chinese 
and English to major libraries around the 
world. The books Fondren receives are a 
mix of popular and scholarly works that 
greatly enrich our collections. 
 Meng also provides reference service 
and teaches library research skills for Asian 
studies courses such as Transnational Asia 
(ASIA360) and the Comparative Moderniza-
tion of China and Japan (HIST495). A new 
research guide to Fondren’s Chinese studies 
resources, both print and electronic, can 
be found at http://libguides.rice.edu/chine-
sestudies. 
 The Asian Studies Curator is also a 
liaison for the Chao Center for Asian Stud-
ies, often participating in conferences and 
representing Fondren’s collections to the 
world, helping to increase the visibility and 
profile of our Asian studies program in the 
community. 
 Reviewing and greatly expanding the 
range of reference materials available in the 
Asian reference alcove on the first floor is 
a project in the works. The alcove, which 
opened in December 2011, provides conve-
nient access to specialized reference materi-
als on Asian studies, such as encyclopedias 
and language dictionaries. Copies of rare 
Chinese calligraphic scrolls from the Wood-
son Research Center collection and other 
artwork as well as Chinese-style furniture 
make the alcove a welcoming location for 
study and research in Asian studies. 
 
Anna Shparberg 
Humanities Librarian

http://libguides.rice.edu/chinesestudies
http://libguides.rice.edu/chinesestudies
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library strengthens support 
for asian studies …

new exhibit space enlivens Passage  
through fondren’s first floor 
 
 
In early 2012, Fondren Library unveiled new exhibit space along the interior corridor of the first floor. Grillwork panels were 
fitted to the existing walls to accommodate the hanging of artwork while also allowing for the flexible arrangement and  
display of art in a variety of media. The first exhibit in January used the open grillwork as a form of interactive art. Post-it 
notes and pens were provided for visitors to reply to a series of prompts. Over the course of two weeks, the wall was  
covered as students and visitors composed their answers to “How are you feeling?” on the familiar 3 x 3 inch Post-it surface. 
The answers were then removed and viewers were next invited to fill in the blank for “The world needs more …”  
 Designed by students Shaan Patel, Raquel Perez and Melissa Teng, the exhibit was part of CelebrateART, Rice’s first 
student-led art festival held March 9, 2012. The creators were pleased with the enthusiastic response to the project, and Teng 
indicated that much of its success was in the conversations that began to form. “In response to ‘How are you feeling?’ some-
one wrote ‘lonely,’ which three other people immediately responded to with variations of ‘call me.’ It was fantastic seeing 
the range and depth of responses, which made it really difficult to take down when we switched the prompt.”  
 Subsequent exhibits have included Cuba: A Travelogue as well as two current exhibits, winners of Celebrate Rice:  
A Glasscock School Photography Contest and Pilgrimage on the Via Podiensis, chronicling a student journey of 120 miles  
on a medieval pilgrimage route. 
 Exhibit space in the library is available for use by members of the Rice community and Houston-area groups. For more 
information on guidelines and availability, please contact the Woodson Research Center at woodson@rice.edu. 
 
David M. Bynog 
Assistant Head of Acquisitions
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music from fondren series  
Brings the shepherd school to the kyle morrow room 
 
 
On Jan. 26, an expectant crowd of students, faculty and staff gathered in Fondren Library’s Kyle Morrow Room to hear the Shep-
herd School’s Noctua Wind Quintet. The concert is the first in a new series which includes not only musical performances but also 
commentary on the works performed. For their Fondren performance of two quintets by Paul Hindemith and Carl Nielsen, the 
musicians developed commentary based on a little-known article unearthed by Fondren music librarian Mary Brower. The article1 
was written by the first oboist to play Danish composer Carl Nielsen’s “Quintet for Winds.” Nielsen thought of the quintet as a col-
laboration between a composer and his friends and tried to capture the personalities of each player in the music. 

 

Parallel to Nielsen’s own circle, the Noctua Quintet members have been friends since their first year of undergraduate studies at 
Rice in 2010 and are all currently in the chamber music program at the Shepherd School. “It was really fun to get to share some 
of our favorite pieces in a new setting,” said John Turman, the quintet’s horn player and a sophomore horn major at the Shepherd 
School, “and also to see an audience filled with people from all over the Rice University campus.” 
 The ensemble was selected from a national pool of applicants to compete in two major spring chamber music competitions: 
the Coleman Chamber Ensemble Competition in California and the Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition in Indiana. The 
quintet shared the Coleman-Saunderson Prize for Woodwinds and Brass at the California competition and the Senior Wind Division 
Bronze Medal at the Indiana competition. 
 “Our intention is that these concerts will encourage music students and faculty to collaborate with our wonderful library staff 
in finding interesting content that informs and inspires both performers and audience members,” said one of the group’s advisers, 
associate professor Janet Rarick, who coaches chamber music and teaches classes in performance skills and professional develop-
ment. “The Noctua brought the excitement and immediacy of the article into their own interpretation of the music.” 
 On Oct. 4, Music From Fondren helped celebrate the Rice University centennial anniversary by presenting “Music of 1912 and 
100 Years Later,” a concert by Shepherd School faculty and students. Violinist Sonja Harasim premiered two pieces for solo violin 
by Professor Karim Al-Zand and doctoral candidate Christopher Walczak. She was then joined by fellow students Philip Marten 
(violin), Whitney Bullock (viola), Allyson Goodman (viola), Lachezar Kostov (violoncello), and Clara Yang (violoncello), for a per-
formance of Frank Bridge’s gorgeous string sextet, written in 1912. Music From Fondren returned Nov. 1 with “An Exploration of 
the Baroque Trio Sonata,” a one-hour performance with commentary by Shepherd School faculty. 

 
Mary DuMont Brower 
Music Librarian

1Svend Christian Felumb, “’Die gamle blaesere’ – og Carl Nielsen,” (“The old wind players and Carl Nielsen”).  Dansk musiktidsskrift 33:2 (April 1958): 35-39.

noctua Quintet members 
kayla Burggraf, flute; thomas morrison, bassoon; John turman, horn; michelle Pan, oboe; nicolas Chona, clarinet
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Preservation Week is a yearly event promoted by the Ameri-
can Library Association. This year, Preservation Week was 
held the week of April 22–28 and Fondren Library promot-
ed preservation with several events. 
 The events started early Friday, April 20, with a public 
webinar on “Efforts Toward Preservation of Digital Video.” 
Jim Jones from the University of Illinois discussed appropri-
ate preservation and access format standards for delivery of 
digital video, as well as digital video preservation methods. 
 Next up was a public presentation Tuesday, April 24, 
titled “Digital Dilemmas & Sticky Scrapbooks.” Several  
Fondren staff discussed preservation issues from various 
perspectives. Geneva Henry talked about digital preserva-
tion strategies currently under way in Fondren Library. 
Amanda Focke and Jane Zhao discussed personal archiving 
and the relevant help available at the Digital Media Com-
mons. Andy Damico covered storage options for personal 
books, papers, etc. 
 On April 25, as a follow-up to Tuesday’s public presen-
tation, Damico used a prominent location on Fondren’s first 
floor to demonstrate some of the techniques routinely used 
in the Fondren Library to preserve our collections. That 
evening, he also gave a talk at the Houston Public Library’s 
Julia Ideson Building on tips and tricks people can use to 
treat and house their family treasures such as photographs, 
books and letters. 

fondren Celebrates Preservation week 2012

new! 
west entrance

upgraded and 

reopened for 

rice id holders

 

 The week ended with a second webinar presentation 
on “Preserving Your Digital Photographs.” The speaker was 
Bill LeFurgy from the Library of Congress, who discussed 
problems and simple practical tips to describe and save 
digital photos as well as useful tools. 
 Additional information about Fondren Library’s pres-
ervation activities can be viewed at http://library.rice.edu/
collections/about-fondrens-collections/preserving-our-col-
lection.

andy damico demonstrating book repair

http://library.rice.edu/collections/about-fondrens-collections/preserving-our-collection
http://library.rice.edu/collections/about-fondrens-collections/preserving-our-collection
http://library.rice.edu/collections/about-fondrens-collections/preserving-our-collection
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For a complete listing of subject librarians for collection development, visit: http://tinyurl.com/6hwhdvb

library buys e-books
on demand 
 
 
Isn’t all library purchasing driven by demand? 

To some degree, yes. But the library has been implementing a more direct 
form of purchasing, informed by how books are used. This program has 
the goal of providing ready access to a larger number of scholarly books 
while containing library expenditures during a period of financial austerity. 
 Research libraries have historically built book collections using the “just 
in case” model. Print books become increasingly difficult to obtain after their 
original publication date and, as publishers further reduce the number of cop-
ies they print, the problem intensifies. So, while librarians do purchase books 
that are requested, many other titles are bought in anticipation that they will be 
needed at some future date. Fondren’s subject librarians select books based on 
multiple factors: an understanding of faculty research interests, academic course 
work offered at Rice, important authors and/or publishers in the subject discipline, 
and new trends in scholarship. 
 Local data, however, indicates that the books bought at Fondren Library can take 
a long time to be of demonstrated use. For example, it was 2010 before half of the books 
purchased in 2000 had been checked out. Therefore, half of these 2000 books go longer 
than a decade before they are of sufficient interest to be borrowed. With the changing fea-
tures of electronic books (e-books), however, new possibilities arise and we are exploring 
them. 
 As of late summer 2012, Fondren Library’s catalog lists a large number of e-books that 
are not yet owned. Newly published e-books are listed in the catalog weekly for areas 
matching Rice research and curricular interests. To the reader, the e-books are immediately 
available: you may review the e-book and continue to read online or download to a  
personal device if desired. 
 Only when a Rice reader’s use of an e-book goes beyond a casual glance does the  
e-book distributor charge Fondren Library. From November 2011 through June 2012,  
Fondren provided approximately $900,000 of e-books to Rice scholars, but spent under 
$1,700. Other libraries taking this approach report offering $1 million worth of e-books to 
their users, while spending well less than $100,000 annually. 
 As this article is being penned, efforts are under way to expand our program by adding 
additional publishers to our e-book profile. Our ability to include all materials, however, is 
limited by publisher resistance to distributing their e-books to libraries, resistance to using 
the demand-driven model or preference to sell electronic books only in large, multidisci-
plinary packages. Further, only 30 percent of new academic and scholarly titles are currently 
estimated to be available in e-book form within three months of print publication. 
 Scholarly communication is in a period of notable change, as new choices and models 
emerge in response to forces from within and outside the academy. The library will continue 
to monitor developments and keep trying new ways to make the most effective use of the 
budget for library materials. 
 
Kerry Keck 
Assistant University Librarian, Research Services

http://tinyurl.com/6hwhdvb
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rice university early land deeds,  
Contracts and related records, 1830–1969 

 
University Archives Collection 222 (UA–222) contains records and printed material on the early land holdings and dealings 
of William Marsh Rice and the Rice Institute in 45 Texas counties and four Louisiana parishes. The collection also contains 
records and printed material concerning early Rice Institute campus construction, legal matters (including judicial settlements 
and statements), institutional housekeeping (including receipts and invoices from 1891–1907), and campus area property 
and construction. 
 Although processing of the collection had started in 2009, that processing had relied on intermittent volunteer labor. 
In July 2012, I was assigned to complete the processing work. The large documents were stored in vertical deed cabinets, 
each set of documents being folded twice in its drawer. Many documents not directly related to Rice’s land matters were 
discovered in the collection. An example is a sizeable number of early Rice Institute contracts related to the first buildings 
to be constructed on campus. The miscellany filed under the term “Sundry Contracts” included the resignation letter and 
buyout amount of John Heisman, football legend and early Rice coach, as well as receipts relating to the interviews for the 
job of the president of the Rice Institute, ultimately filled by Edgar Odell Lovett. As appropriate, these unexpected finds were 
removed from the collection and placed in more appropriate archival homes. 
 During the actual processing and preservation process, the documents had to be flattened with all of their rusty staples 
and pins removed. The more acidic and brittle documents were photocopied on archival paper, as were the envelopes in 
which these documents were stored, as envelopes often contained information on the documents they protected. The basic 
information on these envelopes helped to organize the entire collection. Of course, verifying that the envelope contained 
what it promised was the first step. Serious mold cleanup was needed, as the bottom row of drawers in the deed cabinets 
had been submerged at some point during the storage period. All moldy documents were brushed and were photocopied if 
they were still too damaged for long-term storage. Protective gloves and a mask were essential to this part of the work. 
 Some of the documents were associated with accompanying oversize material such as blueprints, maps, sketches and 
land grants. These larger pieces were separated and placed in oversize drawers, with separation sheets in both places indi-
cating the location of the associated item. All of the documents, including the oversize pieces, are listed item by item on the 
finding aid for the collection, which can be found at: http://library.rice.edu/collections/WRC/finding-aids/university-archives/
UA222. 
 Processing this collection allowed me and those who have already consulted it to date to gain a wealth of insight into 
the history of Rice and its formation. The expected and unexpected contents of the collection enhance our understanding of 
Rice history both as the university prepared for its centennial and now as it begins its second century. 
 
Andy Damico 
Head, Preservation Services

NEWS from FONDREN  •  Spring & Fall 2012  1 5

http://library.rice.edu/collections/WRC/finding-aids/university-archives/UA222
http://library.rice.edu/collections/WRC/finding-aids/university-archives/UA222


FONDREN LIBRARY REGULAR HOURS
 

Jan. 8, 2013–May 1, 2013

Open to Rice ID holders 24 hours, Sunday noon–Friday 10 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

Open to the general public Sunday noon–midnight

Monday–Thursday 7 a.m.–midnight

Friday 7 a.m–10 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

Library hours are modified during the following periods:

Please call 713-348-4800 for information, including hours for 
GIS/Data Center, Kelley Center for Government Information and Microforms, 

and Woodson Research Center.  
For Digital Media Commons hours, please call 713-348-3635. 

Library hours are subject to change. 
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Martin Luther King Weekend
Friday, Jan. 18–Tuesday, Jan. 22

Spring Break
Friday, Feb. 22–Saturday, March 2

Midterm Recess
Thursday, March 28–Saturday, March 30

Last Week of Classes–Final Exams
Friday, April 19–Sunday, April 28




