
It’s no secret that Rice University will 
celebrate its centennial Oct. 10–14, 
2012. Many events will mark this 
milestone, including an academic 
procession, a statue dedication, 
the Centennial Lecture Series, 
performances, exhibits, receptions 
and parties, as well as Homecoming & 
Reunion weekend. Preparing for such 
a momentous occasion is an immense 
task, requiring contributions from 
many Rice community members.

 Perhaps one of the busiest places 
this year has been the Woodson 
Research Center, where staff have 
been helping prepare for these 
events as well as other aspects of the 
celebration. From helping the Athletics 
Department to the School of Natural 
Sciences to individual students, Lee 
Pecht, head of special collections 
at Woodson, and Amanda Focke, 
assistant head of special collections, 
have been very involved in all aspects 
of the upcoming celebration. 
 Recently, Pecht and Focke have 
been assisting undergraduate students 
Eli Spector ’14 and Rohini Sigireddi 
’14, who were awarded a 2011 
Envision Grant through Leadership 
Rice to embrace Rice’s history and 
present it to the world through 
a Rice Wiki website and various 
podcasts on iTunes. Titled, “Rice 
Through the Decades,” the Wiki page 
features articles about student life, 
residential colleges and university 
history, whereas the podcasts feature 
a series of interviews with prominent 
community members, faculty and 
alumni.
 In addition, Woodson has 

provided direct support for the 
Centennial Celebration committee, 
assisting with projects such as their 
online timeline, and Melissa Kean, 
university historian, can be seen in the 
Woodson almost daily as she prepares 
posts for her Historian’s Blog, http://
ricehistorycorner.wordpress.com/
author/melissakean/, which features 
vintage photographs, interesting 
historical facts and notable campus 
happenings through the years.
 In August, Kean posted about the 
trophy case located in the main entry 
of Rice Memorial Center describing 
an exhibit full of “weird pieces of 
equipment” that Pecht and Mary Bixby, 
director of Friends of Fondren, put 
together to replace a display that hadn’t 
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changed in many years. That post 
drew more traffic than any previous 
post, and Kean even posted a 
“Trophy Case, Part II” that covered 
the history of the case, which was 
originally a gift to the institute by 
William Marsh Rice Jr., and its many 
locations since coming to campus in 
1916.
 Other Fondren Library staff 
members are also involved with 
the Rice Centennial Celebration. 
Sara Lowman, vice provost and 
university librarian, is chairing the 
university’s Centennial Celebration 
exhibits committee, which is 
facilitating all aspects of centennial 
exhibits and welcomes proposals 
on topics celebrating Rice’s past, 
present and future. The goals of 
centennial celebration exhibits are 
to: 

•	 Build	awareness	of	the	
centennial and Rice’s story

•	 Commemorate/celebrate	an	
important aspect of Rice 

•	 Involve	the	greater	Rice	 
community in the Centennial.

To learn how you can develop an 
exhibit, please see the Centennial 
Exhibits website at http://centennial.
rice.edu/exhibits/.

Debra Kolah
User Experience Librarian
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Rice Centennial 
Preparations …

Houston Waterways : 
A New Online Exhibit

Fondren Library, the Houston 
Metropolitan Research Center 
and the Houston Yacht Club 
have created a new online 
exhibit “Business & Pleasure 
on Houston’s Waterways, 
1897–1927.” The exhibit and 
online archival material were 
made possible through a 
Train to Share: Interoperability 
Training for Cultural Heritage 
Organizations grant funded 
by the Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission and the 
Institute for Museum and  
Library Services.
 The project team focused 
on business and recreational 
use of Houston’s waterways, featuring the publicly held collections at Houston 
Metropolitan Research Center and Fondren Library, as well as the little-
known archive of materials at the Houston Yacht Club. The connections made 
across the city during this project have paved the way for more and ongoing 
collaborations, as each of these Houston institutions share more resources and 
information with each other and by extension, with the Houston community. 
 Buffalo Bayou, the waterway destined to become a centerpiece in the Port 
of Houston’s development, was seen as an essential link between the interior 
of Texas, the sea, and the rest of the world. Additionally, it was the first home 
to the Houston Yacht Club. Both organizations — the port and the club — 
grew together on the bayou, moved in similar geographic directions, and went 
on to prove their local, regional, national and international importance. From 
Allen’s Landing in the heart of downtown during Houston’s earliest days as 
a city, to Harrisburg and out to Galveston Bay, Buffalo Bayou has been an 
integral part of Houstonians’ recreational and business ventures. The Houston 
Yacht Club and the Port of Houston both began to take real shape in the late 
1890s, and these archival materials, newly available online, reveal their rich 
connection. 
 To see the full exhibit, visit http://exhibits.library.rice.edu/exhibits/show/
waterways/intro.

Other online archives include:

•	Houston	Metropolitan	Research	Center—http://digital.houstonlibrary.org/
cdm/landingpage/collection/waterways

•	Houston	Yacht	Club	and	Rice	University’s	Houston	waterways	collections	
— http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/36090.

Amanda Focke
Assistant Head, Woodson Research Center

“Navigating Buffalo Bayou in Early Days,” 
undated engraving, Woodson Research Center, 
Fondren Library, Rice University.
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Many students will be pleased to hear that Fondren Library has been able to renovate eight of its older study rooms. The 
renovations were made possible through two generous donations, from Mr. and Mrs. Joe ’51 and Margaret Blau Clegg ’52 
and the Ray C. Fish Foundation in the name of Patty Amsler Cruikshank ‘50. As one of the library’s most popular services, 
study rooms are in constant use during the week, when the library is open 24 hours a day. In last year’s LibQual survey, 
students expressed a strong desire for updated study rooms, describing some of the rooms as “a bit cramped and dingy.” 
Eight rooms identified as the most outdated were chosen for the upgrade. Tables, chairs, and blinds were replaced and 
a fresh coat of paint added. In addition, two of the renovated rooms have been carpeted as an experiment to see if the 
material can stand up to heavy use. 
 Not only did the rooms get an upgrade, they also received new flat screen monitors. Fourteen study rooms in all were 
given new monitors that allow for laptop hookups for use with presentation preparation or other assignment purposes. 
 The online room reservation system is now up and running. Thirty-seven rooms are now available for checkout. Rooms 
with flat screen monitors are indicated in the reservation system by the word “technology,” although some of the rooms also 
have additional features. Study room keys are obtained at the Circulation Desk, but reservations can be made anywhere, up 
to three days in advance. Only one reservation per day is permitted, so plan ahead. 

Rebecca Ajtai
Circulation Assistant

Study Rooms Get a Makeover
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New books arrive, and other books are moved to 
the Library Service Center. In between, gaps and 
spaces are created in the book stacks, leaving 
empty areas in some places and overcrowding in 
others. All of these changes can make it difficult to 
find what is needed.
 To help, the Fondren Library shelving staff 
is coming to the rescue. In March, the shelvers, 
including two temporary project staff, began 
working in the stacks located in the basement, 
shifting books to fill in the gaps. As they 
progressed, they confirmed that all books were in 
their proper order. The ultimate goal — to more 
evenly space the collections throughout the Library.
 As books are moved, floor maps are updated to 
reflect these changes, and shelf labels are changed 
daily to ensure that materials on the move can be 
found. The new online catalog feature MapIt, which 
shows a detailed physical location for each item in 
the stacks, is similarly updated.
 This ambitious shifting project is slated for 
completion in December.

Leah Krevit
Assistant University Librarian for Public Services

Shift Happens: 
The Fondren Library 
Bookstacks Shift Project
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Focus on Discovery: Redesigning the 
Library’s Website
In fall 2010, the library’s web team set out to update the library’s website. It was time to upgrade the content management 
system and clean out outdated or unnecessary pages. Most importantly, the team set out to create a website that was easier 
for you, the user, to navigate and use efficiently.
 The redesign process involved many different activities. First, brainstorming sessions for library staff allowed all to be a 
part of the action and contribute ideas about new functionality and page design. A usability study involving undergraduate 
and graduate students helped clarify weaknesses in the existing website and pointed to changes that needed to be 
considered. The library websites of peer institutions were researched, and many creative design and function elements were 
reviewed for relevance. Finally, once a prototype was designed, the Rice community had an opportunity to complete a 
survey offering feedback about the proposed changes. The new design went live this fall.
 The most important new feature of the website redesign is the tabbed search box which takes up most of the 
homepage. Discovering the library’s resources is a principal reason for visiting the website, so making those resources easier 
to navigate was a prime focus.
 In addition, the library’s hours are more prominently displayed, library notices and information about classes and events 
are easier to read, and “Got a Question,” the link to multiple contact points for communicating with library staff, is eye-
catching and colorful. An image slider for features alerts you to special library activities and services.
 Your feedback so far tells us that the redesign is a big improvement. We have received many compliments on the new 
design and more positive comments than for any other Web revision we have done in the past few years. An interactive 
guide to the redesign as well as a form for comments and concerns is available at: 
http://library.rice.edu/news/fondrens-updated-
website. The Web Team is always on 
the look-out for new elements and 
services that will help you — we know 
that website redesign is never really 
done.

Leah Krevit
Assistant University Librarian for Public Services
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Jane Zhao is not exactly a newcomer to the Rice campus. 

Since 2005, Zhao has been a constant, helpful presence at 

the Digital Media Center (DMC), formerly the Electronic 

Resources Center., located in Herring Hall, first as a digital 

media specialist and later as supervisor. A native of China, 

Zhao earned a degree in mechanical 

engineering at the Hefei University 

of Technology before moving to the 

U.S., where she received a master’s 

degree in computer science from the 

University of Rhode Island. Zhao’s 

deep knowledge of all aspects of 

digital media manipulation, including 

scanning, graphics creation, and 

audio and video editing, has been 

invaluable to users learning to master 

these techniques. 

 Recently promoted to director, 

Zhao’s work at the DMC has entered 

a new phase. Her vision for the 

development and expansion of 

DMC services includes an emphasis 

on both continuity and innovation. 

The DMC will continue to support 

initiatives that have been successful 

in the past, such as the highly popular digital storytelling 

classes as well as an array of courses on mastering various 

digital tools, including Final Cut Pro for moviemaking and 

Edirol for audio recording. At the same time, the DMC is 

aiming to expand its outreach to Rice and community users. 

This effort involves listening to users in order to gauge their 

needs and interests. For example, in response to requests 

from architecture students, the DMC recently purchased 

a digital pen tablet for better graphic drawing. If there is 

sufficient demand, more tablets may be added in the future. 

 Another important outreach area is expanding 

technological collaboration with The Shepherd School of 

Music. Music students routinely use the DMC to create 

audition CDs and DVDs as well as upload audition files to 

YouTube. This fall, Zhao is sitting 

in on the school’s Technology 

for Musicians class to observe 

musicians’ needs firsthand. Recent 

DMC purchases to assist music 

students include several music 

software packages, such as a virtual 

MIDI keyboard, Logic Express (a 

MIDI sequencer and digital audio 

workstation software application) and 

Finale, a software product for music 

notation. Funds for these acquisitions 

were provided by the Fondren IT 

department and the Shepherd School.

 The DMC plans to extend its 

reach by offering more technology 

sessions around campus, such 

as DMC Introduces technology 

workshops at the Rice Media Center, 

including classes on filmmaking. 

In addition, DMC staff members will bring training into 

the classroom as requested by professors. For example, a 

recent Communications 100 class included a DMC staff-led 

technology session on how to record and edit an interview.

 We extend congratulations to Zhao on her recent 

promotion and best wishes for the continued success of the 

DMC.

Anna Shparberg
Humanities Librarian

New Leadership for Digital Media Center

Jane Zhao
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Favorite Spaces
Fondren contains a variety of spaces — some public and abuzz with activity, while others are tucked away. We wondered: 

How do students choose where to study? So, we asked: “What is your favorite place in Fondren?” 

 A number of students prefer to work in a quiet area. Syed Hussain, Brown College senior, and Rebecca Roady, 

McMurtry College sophomore, immediately responded with the numbers of their favorite study rooms. Roady also likes the 

seclusion of the fourth floor. Nick Vollmar, McMurtry College sophomore, heads to the open study carrels on the second 

floor. 

 Alicia Hernandez, Hanzen College senior, enjoys the 

relative quiet — and the view of the academic quad — in 

the Lovett Lounge located on the third floor. 

 Several other students study in areas where there 

is more activity. Hannah Sun, Duncan College senior, 

and Nicole Lu, Sid Rich junior, like to study on the first 

floor. They both like to work in the computer lab area, 

and Sun also enjoys working at the tables in the current 

periodicals area, where there is lots of natural light as 

well as comfortable chairs. 

 Every one of these students answered our question 

without hesitation. It’s clear that finding a favorite place 

in the library is part of the Rice University experience.

Jane Segal
Humanities/Social Sciences Librarian

From left to right: Idalia Hernandez (20 years), Hilda 
Hernandez (10 years), Gertrude Ealey (4 years), Margarita 
Martinez (33 years), Linda Ruiz (1 year). As for reading, Hilda 
Hernandez and Ruiz enjoy newspapers, while Ealey and Idalia 
Hernandez favor romance novels. Martinez loves adventure 
books. They say they like their customers, the library’s 
pleasant atmosphere and the ability to find information. Not 
pictured: Byron Chappell (5 years), Alicia Cuadros (36 years).

Ace Custodial Team 
Keeps Fondren 
Library Ship-Shape 
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In August, the sixth annual international student library orientation 

welcomed more than 120 international students to an open house 

coordinated by Fondren Library’s Esther Crawford and Debra Kolah. 

This year, instead of conducting walking tours of the different library 

departments, departmental representatives hosted tables, explaining the 

services they offer. Nine tables were set up, representing the Digital Media 

Center, the Kelley Center for Government Information and Microforms, 

Fondren Library@BRC, Introduction to American Libraries, leisure 

materials, Document Delivery, student employment opportunities, Chinese 

digitization project/language cataloging, and Circulation. A light reception 

was hosted on the third floor of Fondren Library in Lovett Lounge, 

where students could relax, enjoy refreshments, and chat informally with 

librarians and other students. 

 Visiting students entered to win one of 10 prizes that included Rice 

coffee house and iTunes gift cards.

 Fondren staff members were encouraged to participate in the event, 

and tables were eligible for prizes in three categories: most creative, most 

informative and most department engagement. The students’ favorite prize, 

determined by the largest number of prize entry forms, was Fondren 

Library@BRC. Staff prizes for a lunch at Cohen House were donated by an 

anonymous sponsor and Fondren Library. 

 Because library services vary so much from one part of the world 

to another, this Fondren event is an important part of Rice’s welcome to 

international students.

Debra Kolah
User Experience Librarian

International Student Information Fair  
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For a current schedule of classes offered by Fondren Library, please check the main library webpage at http://library.rice.edu.

World Usability Day at Fondren
In collaboration with the Rice University Disability Support Services, Fondren Library’s Accessibility Committee sponsored a 
brown bag event November 10, World Usability Day. The topic was Education: Designing for Social Change. The event included 
both a series of speakers in the Kyle Morrow Room and several demonstrations of campus usability efforts.
 The Usability Professionals Association started World Usability Day to remind us all that life can always be made easier 
and more user-friendly for everyone and that technology can be difficult to use. As dependent as we are on technology 
infrastructure for everything from education to entertainment, continual efforts must be made to humanize these processes and 
keep putting people first.
 Kevin Kirby, vice president for administration provided background information and reference sources about usability. 
Philip Kortum, psychology professor in the practice, showed humorous examples from everyday life of ways in which 
usability goes awry. Alan Russell, director of disabilities support services, demonstrated how good usability can overcome 
physical challenges. Richard Johnson, director of energy and sustainability, provided historical context for current practices 
for navigating the relationship between usability and sustainability, centering on the thermostat. Lauren Vestewig, executive 
director of Rice 360°: Institute for Global Health Technologies, and Douglas Schuler, associate professor of business and public 
policy, addressed health technologies developed at Rice for third world countries, including a video of a pediatric incubator. 
Marc Epstein, distinguished research professor in the Jones Graduate School of Business, showed how Rice business students 
helped local businesses create those technologies in Africa. Ann Saterbak, professor in the practice, bioengineering education, 
demonstrated a wheelchair adapted by Rice undergraduate engineering students for a physically challenged boy at Houston’s 
Shriners Hospital for Children.
 Demonstrations were held on the first floor of the library and featured accessibility technology (Dave Katten, IT), Fondren 
Library user experience efforts (Debra Kolah), a usability study on smartphone voting (Bryan Campbell and Chad Tossell, 
psychology graduate students), and Rice 360° and Beyond Traditional Borders (Alexa Juarez, Wiess sophomore).

Linda Spiro
Government Publications Librarian

Wise Visitors to Fondren
This spring, four recently fledged Eastern Screech Owls chose the grove of Chinese Elm 
trees between the Library’s west entrance and the Brochstein Pavilion for their daytime 
roosts. Because the young owls tolerated close proximity to people and were fairly easy 
to find in the loose foliage of the trees, word quickly spread that representatives of Rice’s 
mascot were hanging out at the library. Often to be found in the two trees nearest the 
library’s west entrance, the owls attracted many community visitors, especially after they 
were featured on local television stations KHOU and KRIV (FOX 26). The owls have now 
dispersed, finding more protected daytime roosts, although observers still report hearing 
screeches from time to time.
 In the words of Jet Prendeville, art and architecture librarian and inveterate birder, 
“The birds have been here all along. It’s just that now that the library has this wonderful 

grove of trees the owls feel really comfortable here.” Library staff have enjoyed fielding questions about the owls and the 
special association with Rice’s mascot. The owl’s association with wisdom seems especially appropriate for Fondren, the 
university’s information hub.
 Over the years, there have been other owl sightings on the Rice campus. Earlier this year, Professor Emeritus Robert 
Flatt documented a pair of nesting Great Horned Owls, as well as the fledging and leaving the nest of their three owlets. 
His photographic record can be found at http://web.me.com/flattr/Site/Great_Horned_Rice_Owls.html. Because of the 
great difference in their sizes, the two species of owls do not compete for prey or nesting sites.

Melinda Reagor Flannery
Assistant University Librarian for Technical Services

Photo by Tommy LaVergne
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The Houston Asian American Archive (HAAA), a new 
collaborative research project sponsored by the Chao Center 
for Asian Studies at Rice, was developed to foster the deeper 
understanding and appreciation of Houston’s immigrant 
history. Housed in the Woodson Research Center (WRC), 
HAAA engages members of the Rice University faculty, 
staff and students with members of the broader Houston 
community who conduct research and preserve and share 
the rich history, diverse cultural legacy and continuing 
contributions of Asian Americans throughout the city. 
Currently the collected data includes oral history interview 
recordings, full text transcripts and personal artifacts. 
 As part of preserving the history of Asian Americans, the 
WRC recently received two runs of local Chinese-language 
newspapers, the Southwest Chinese Journal and Southern 
Chinese Daily News. Both papers have long served as focal 
points for Chinese immigrants and Chinese speakers in 
the Houston metropolitan area. By distributing information 
about the needs of their readers and the local services and 
opportunities available, these papers have made Chinese 
immigrants feel a sense of belonging to a supportive and 
welcoming community. 
 Founded in 1976 by Gene Lee, Southwest Chinese 
Journal ceased publication in 1985. Because of this recent 
acquisition, Fondren now holds all but the 1979 issues but 
is hoping to acquire these at a later time. The Southern 
Chinese Daily News, founded in 1979 by Wea Lee, is 
still available at most local Chinese-American businesses. 
Fondren has received a nearly complete run up to 2008 and 
will collect the few missing issues as they become available. 

 Interestingly enough, back in the 1970s, Gene Lee hired 
Wea Lee, who had just graduated from Lamar University, to 
help him write and edit articles for the Southwest Chinese 
Journal. Wea Lee, who was no relation to Gene Lee, would a 
few years later found the Southern Chinese Daily News.
 To preserve and share with scholars and institutions 
worldwide this important collection of primary materials 
on local Chinese-American history and culture, Fondren 
will partner this fall with the Portal to Texas History (http://
texashistory.unt.edu/) to digitize the Southwest Chinese 
Journal. A plan to digitize the much larger Southern Chinese 
Daily News is still in the early stages. The digitization of the 
larger collection will be an expensive and time-consuming 
process. Once the project to digitize the smaller holdings 
of the Southwest Chinese Journal is completed and can be 
demonstrated, a fundraising effort will target resources for 
the larger project. 
 Fondren Library is extremely excited about the 
acquisition of these two important local newspapers and 
thanks the Chao Center for Asian Studies for its initiative and 
continuing support for the preservation and publicizing of 
these resources.
 For more information about HAAA, please visit https://
library.rice.edu/collections/WRC/finding-aids/manuscripts/
AsianAmericanArchives/.

Jiun Kuo
Head of Cataloging & Metadata Services

Documenting the Houston 
Asian American Experience
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Visitors to campus will soon be able to experience how 
artist James Turrell merges light and space in his new 
skyspace installation located between The Shepherd School 
of Music and the Jones Graduate School of Business.
 Visitors may also view a very different type of work by 
Turrell in Fondren Library: “Emblemata,” a limited edition 
livre d’artiste, or artist’s book. Created in 2000, the work was 
inspired by the 17th-century book, “Emblemata sacra de 
fide, spe, charitate.” Turrell created his own interpretations 
of several images from that book, which he interspersed 
with engravings of the original versions.
 Jet Prendeville, Fondren’s art and architecture librarian, 
writes about “Emblemata”: “If most of Turrell’s installations 
are explorations of light creating space on a monumental 

scale, but intended to be experienced on a very personal 
level, then contemplating his small, exquisite engravings is 
an intimate inquiry into the metaphysical qualities of light.” 
The work was published in an edition of 40, and Fondren’s 
copy is an unnumbered printer’s proof.
 Turrell’s book is just one of a growing collection of 
livres d’artistes that the library began acquiring in 2004. The 
collection was established to support the teaching needs of 
the newly formed visual arts department as a way to expose 
students to original works of art by significant artists. Pablo 
Picasso, Robert Indiana and Jasper Johns are just a few of 
the notable artists represented in the collection. Acquisitions 
in 2011 include “Ode à ma mère” by Louise Bourgeois and 
“Five Poems” by Toni Morrison, with silhouettes by Kara 
Walker. Individual books, which are housed in Woodson 
Research Center (WRC), can be located through the online 
catalog, and a list of books in the collection can be found in 
the WRC. A library research guide (LibGuide) is available at: 
http://tinyurl.com/629j2er.

David M. Bynog
Assistant Head of Acquisitions

Turrell Artwork Shines at Fondren

For a complete listing of subject librarians for collection development, visit: http://tinyurl.com/6hwhdvb
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FONDREN LIBRARY REGULAR HOURS
Aug. 21, 2011–Dec. 14, 2011

and 
Jan. 8, 2012–May 1, 2012

Open to Rice ID holders 24 hours, Sunday noon–Friday 10 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

Open to the general public Sunday noon–midnight
Monday–Thursday 7 a.m.–midnight

Friday 7 a.m–10 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

Library hours are modified during the following periods:

SUMMER HOURS
May 2–Aug. 18, 2012

 Monday–Thursday 7 a.m.–9 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
 Friday 7 a.m.–6 p.m. Sunday Closed

(Closed Saturday–Monday, May 26–28, for Memorial Day
and Wednesday, July 4, for Independence Day)

Please call 713-348-4800 for information, including hours for GIS/Data Center, 
Kelley Center for Government Information and Microforms, and Woodson Research Center.  

For Digital Media Center hours, please call 713-348-3635. Library hours are subject to change. 

Thanksgiving Recess 
Wednesday, Nov. 23–Friday, Nov. 25

Final Exams and Holidays 
Friday, Dec. 2–Saturday, Jan. 7

Martin Luther King Weekend
Friday, Jan. 13–Tuesday, Jan. 17

Spring Break
Friday, Feb. 24–Saturday, March 3

Midterm Recess
Thursday, March 22–Saturday, March 25

Last Week of Classes—Commencement
Friday, April 20–Sunday, May 13


