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Early Shepherd School Recordings Dazzle in Digital Form
Fondren Library has unearthed and
restored one of Rice University’s buried
treasures, documenting the early years
of the Shepherd School of Music.
Approximately 350 sound recordings
of Shepherd School concerts and
recitals, dating from the beginning of
the school’s performances in 1975 to
the end of 1983, have been digitized
by Fondren Library and added to the
Rice Digital Scholarship Archive. These
performances illuminate the first eight
years in the history of one of the
country’s top schools of music.
The Shepherd School of Music
has existed in name since 1950, when
Sallie Shepherd Perkins donated its
original endowment in honor of her
grandfather, Benjamin A. Shepherd.
In 1974, the school was opened
under the leadership of Dean Samuel
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Jones, distinguished composer and
conductor, with an emphasis on
orchestral performance, conducting
and composition. In an interview with
Samuel Jones for the Rice Historical
Society’s Cornerstone, Samuel Jones
commented that the only requirement
given him by the university
administration at the beginning of
his tenure was to make the Shepherd
School of Music one of the best in the
land. During its relatively brief history,
it has become one of the highest
ranking schools of music in the United
States, competing for students with
renowned programs such as Juilliard
and the Eastman School of Music. Its
faculty is made up of consummate
performers, composers and music
historians, and its students are some
of the nation’s most talented young
musicians.
Plans for digitizing the recordings
began in 2005, when then-University
Librarian Charles Henry charged a
team with the project. Because the
concerts were originally recorded on
reel-to-reel tapes, the equipment
required to play them had
long been obsolete.

In addition, the tapes themselves
were nearing the end of their
lifespan, becoming more brittle with
every passing year. Preserving these
recordings for future listeners would
require a significant amount of money
and staff resources, but the library saw
it as saving an important part of the
university’s history. “The recordings
hadn’t been played for years because
they were so fragile. They also hadn’t
been cataloged, so it was almost as
if they didn’t exist. They had to be
transferred to another format and made
more accessible, or in a few years they
really wouldn’t exist at all,” said Mary
Brower, music librarian at Fondren,
who served on the project team along
with project manager Monica Rivero,
systems developer Sid Byrd and music
catalog librarian Keith Chapman.
The original tapes were first sent
to an outside vendor, where they were
digitized by recording engineers. A
descriptive record was created for each
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Early Shepherd School Recordings …

Fondren Library
Offers Fast Classes
Many people find it difficult to keep up with new
techniques and tools for doing research. To help
students, faculty and staff acquire new research
skills quickly, Fondren Library has launched
a series of 30-minute Fast Classes. Taught by
Fondren librarians, these classes cover topics
such as the library’s One Search tool, conducting
research using mobile devices and organizing
online bookmarks. Fondren’s Fast Classes are
held every Friday from 11:30 a.m. to noon in
Fondren B39, located in the basement of the
library. For details, visit http://library.rice.edu/
services/reference_assistance/friday-fast-classes/
friday-fast-classes.
In addition, Fondren’s Digital Media Center
offers Fast Classes on technology-related topics
such as Google search tricks, creating posters
and photo editing. For more information, see
http://library.rice.edu/services/dmc/services/
short-courses.
Debra Kolah, who helps coordinate the Fast
Classes, said, “Fondren Library wants to help
you be successful using library resources. Fast
Classes offer a pain-free way to pick up shortcuts
to make you a better organizer and researcher.”
To allow people to explore topics in more depth,
Fondren will continue to offer longer workshops
on topics such as managing bibliographic
information and editing videos.

Lisa Spiro
Director, Digital Media Center

individual piece of music performed, including information
from the concert program and facts about both the original
recording and the digital transfer. Then, each individual
work was linked to all others from the same concert, and
to the original program. Now complete in its first stage,
the Shepherd School of Music Digital Archive consists of
performances of school ensembles, faculty and guest artist
recitals, and degree recitals of music majors. Scanned copies
of concert programs are also included. Highlights include
performances given by flutist Albert Tipton, pianist Mary
Norris and mezzo-soprano Frances Bible, whose 30-year
career included the role of Augusta Tabor in the original
production of Douglas Moore’s “The Ballad of Baby Doe;”
works by composer Paul Cooper; and lectures by composer
Ross Lee Finney. Also in the archive is a 1977 concert
marking the dedication of the Shepherd Society, with
opening remarks by former Rice University president Norman
Hackerman. Other gems include guest artist recitals presented
by the Houston Friends of Music, the now defunct Cambiata
Soloists, early Young People’s Concerts and the annual P.D.Q.
Bach Halloween concerts. Performances during the early
years are also unique in terms of venue, since Alice Pratt
Brown Hall would not exist until 1991. They were given in
Hamman Hall, Cohen House, Fondren Library’s Kyle Morrow
Room, Rice Memorial Chapel, Milford House in the Museum
District and various churches around the city of Houston.
As they join the growing number of digital collections
in the Rice Digital Scholarship Archive, the recordings will
go from being barely accessible at all to being accessible 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Though a few corrections
remain to be completed, a prototype database is now
available in the test repository: http://dspacetest.rice.edu/
handle/1911/3775. The final version of the database should
be available in early 2011 at: http://scholarship.rice.edu/.
Listeners can search the archive by performer, title of work
or type of music performed, as well as browse by the date of
performance. And they can hear the beautiful music of the
first years of the Shepherd School, a school that grew from
23 to 135 students in its first six years, and that today offers
concerts attended by more than 700,000 Houstonians every
year.
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Interested in the history of the Rice Institute? Don’t miss
the first installment of a three-year display series on the
Centennial Celebration. Fondren is currently hosting two
displays, Planning the Institute: 1907–1911 and Celebrating
Rice Stadium: 1950–present.
Planning the Institute: 1907–1911
Near Fondren’s east entrance in the Hobby Information
Commons, five exhibit cases tell the story of the original
planning of the Rice Institute. The story begins with planning
materials from the original Board of Governors and Edgar
Odell Lovett’s acceptance of the presidency. It continues
with memorabilia from Dr. Lovett’s world tour, during
which he met with representatives of institutions of higher
learning and studied the architecture of those institutions.
Next the story moves to the site ultimately selected for the
Rice campus, with wonderful photographs of what was
then about 300 acres of swamp land at the very edge of
Houston. Selection of Ralph Adams Cram of Boston as the
project architect follows. Financing of the construction of the
earliest institute buildings, including administration, physics,
mechanical laboratory and powerplant and the first two
dormitory buildings, continues the story. Choosing the faculty
comes next. Display highlights include a copy of President
Lovett’s original faculty plan and a photo of the first Board of
Governors and first Rice faculty.

Rice Stadium display items

Celebrating Rice Stadium: 1950–present
In the Woodson Research Center, Celebrating Rice
Stadium: 1950–present features the planning and
construction of the stadium, a process made more
interesting by the short timeline which required
completion within nine months for Rice’s first football
game in September 1950. You may also want to check
out the model for a 1966 plan to cover the stadium and
pictures of the AstroTurf installation in the 1970’s. In
addition to pictures of Rice games, the exhibit highlights
other events that took place there, from rock concerts to
memorial services to events like the Bluebonnet Bowl, the
Super Bowl and the Special Olympics. This display may
be viewed Monday–Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fondren Library’s Exhibits and Outreach Committee
(FLExO) will continue the story of Rice’s beginnings with
a fall 2011 display on construction and a fall 2012 display
on the opening of the Institute.
Esther Crawford
Head, Kelley Center for Government Information and Microforms

Mary Du Mont Brower
Music Librarian
Karen Rogers, “Interview with Samuel Jones, Founding Dean of the Shepherd
School of Music, Rice University,” Cornerstone 11 (Winter/Spring 2007) : 5.
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Celebrating the Centennial: Displays at Fondren Library

Artifacts from Lovett’s world tour

NEWS from FONDREN

•

Fall 2010

3

TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY

Improvements for
Study Room Users
Fondren Library’s study rooms are one of the most
popular services we offer. Students especially rely on
the study rooms for group study and collaborating on
projects. These 34 rooms are constantly in use and are
one of the ways we support teaching and learning in
the Library.
Soon, you will be able to reserve these study rooms
at the Fondren Library website. This new service is
planned for the spring semester, but you might see it a
bit earlier. We are developing and testing the service now.
We have made another study room change that is already in place: you are no longer required to leave your
Rice ID at the Circulation Desk when checking out a study room key. You will need to provide your ID as usual,
but you can take it with you. Study room keys can be held at the circulation desk for 15 minutes in the event you
have forgotten something, such as a cup of coffee from the Pavilion. The large laminated notice attached to the key
should help you remember to turn it in when you are finished using the study room.
These enhancement should make scheduling the rooms and planning your day a more user-friendly process.
Fondren’s study rooms were identified in the recent LibQual survey as one of our most important services and we
are working to make scheduling and using them easier for you.

YouTube for You
Fondren Library now has a YouTube channel. This growing collection contains informational and entertaining videos
about Fondren and its collections.
Do you want to know how Fondren has changed over the years? You can watch and listen as current and retired
library staff members talk about their experiences. “Fondren Through the Years: An Oral History of the Library” was
produced as part of the celebration of Fondren’s Fall 2009 60th anniversary celebration.
The Woodson Research Center has produced two videos. “Sing the Glory: An Illuminated Manuscript of Adoration”
examines a late medieval Spanish choir book folio while a Shepherd School student and faculty member chant the
text. The other Woodson video, “Silk Stockings: Portraits of Houston Society During the Twenties and Thirties,” shows
and describes photographs of Houston society figures taken by Vera Prasilova Scott.
Several of the YouTube videos are about the collections and facilities at Fondren. “The Secret Life of a Book”
follows the process through which a book is acquired, processed and then consulted by a Rice student. Others
include “Research in Fondren Library,” which features Rice researchers and Fondren librarians, and “A Tour of Fondren
Library.”
So, tune into the Fondren Channel — and watch for coming attractions.
The Fondren YouTube channel is at http://www.youtube.com/user/FondrenLibrary.

Jane Segal
segal@rice.edu
Social Sciences/Humanities Librarian
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Leah Krevit
Assistant University Librarian for Public Services

New Media Lounge Honors
Rice Alumnus John T. King
Showcasing some of the newest technology on campus, Fondren
Library dedicated the John T. King Room Sept. 29th. Through a
generous donation from the family of Rice alumnus John T. King ‘67,
the media lounge was designed for students to collaborate on digital
projects and enjoy different types of media such as videos, photos and music.
The room — Room 254 — will be open for students, faculty and staff during normal library hours and does not require
a reservation. It features a Microsoft Surface computer and 2 LCD high-definition televisions that users can connect
to laptops and USB drives. One of the room’s TVs is now connected to a Boxee Box, which allows users to enjoy
television programs, movies, video and music from the Web without a computer. During the fall semester, a student
art contest is being held. Contestants are being asked to create a 5-by-7-foot mural. The winning entry will be added
to a wall in the room and will become a part of Fondren’s permanent art collection. Computer-savvy students can also
make their mark by developing a software experience for the room’s Microsoft Surface. Contact Jeff Koffler for more
information, and please stop by and check out what’s going on in the new John T. King Room.
Jeff Koffler
Web Developer/Graphic Designer
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LibQual Lite Provides Checkup
on Library User Satisfaction

Fondren Opens Satellite Library in the
BioScience Research Collaborative

Fondren Library administered the Association of Research Libraries’ (ARL) LibQUAL+ Survey during March, this time
taking advantage of a newly available ‘lite’ version. (For a description of the survey tool and a discussion of the results
from the first survey see News from Fondren, Fall 2007.)
Comparisons between the 2007 and 2010 survey data clearly demonstrate improvements in library services and
collections, but they also highlight where more work is needed. Several existing library groups and committees have
been actively engaged in addressing a number of the high-priority issues raised in the survey:
The Web team is developing a major makeover of the library home page that will greatly improve site navigation.
The implementation is scheduled for 2011.
The Information Fluency Committee, with Reference/
Collection Development librarians, is exploring new
avenues in instruction and marketing of library resources,
such as webcasts, short courses and an increased use of
social media.
The Sign Committee is updating floor maps and
identifying other signage needs.
The E-Resources Group has prepared a series of
brief videos on how to access full-text digital content
off campus. Access to electronic resources continues to
be a high priority among all user groups but comments
reveal the need for more information on how to do this
effectively.
The OPAC Group is preparing for an upgrade to the
library’s online catalog, which will facilitate searching the
collections.
Security was of significant importance to all user
groups within the survey. This finding influenced the
library’s decision to restrict entry at the West Entrance to
Rice ID card holders only; all visitors are asked to sign in
at the East Entrance, allowing library staff to more closely
monitor who is entering the building and creating a more
secure library environment.
Many of the comments from undergraduates concerned
the study rooms, specifically that there are not enough
of them and that some of the older ones need attention.
While working with a finite amount of space, the library
was able to add four study rooms in the past six months,
for a total of 34 rooms and a combined total of 162 seats.
Periodic use of the LibQUAL+ survey provides us with
valuable user feedback. It helps us track what has been
successful and what continues to be a challenge.

As researchers increasingly access information online, libraries are offering services beyond library walls, embedding librarians
in classes and academic departments. To serve Rice faculty, students and staff in the new BioScience Research Collaborative
(BRC), located at the corner of University and Main, Fondren Library launched Fondren Library @ BRC. With this venture,
Fondren will focus on providing training, collaborative space and research support, rather than physical collections.
A library lab for the electronic age, Fondren Library @ BRC will serve as a nexus between researchers and Fondren
staff. Librarians with expertise in science, engineering and health sciences will regularly hold office hours, meeting with BRC
researchers both to understand how the library can support their research and to answer questions about library resources
and services. Fondren staff plan to lead workshops at the BRC on topics such as managing research data, designing posters
and conducting patent searches. To make it convenient for BRC researchers to check out and return books from Fondren’s
collection, the library will offer a regular pickup and drop-off service as well.
Located in Room 202 of the BRC, the satellite library features a central space that is approximately 1,000 square feet, three
study rooms and a librarian’s office. BRC ID holders will have round-the-clock access to the space, which is equipped with a
data projector in the central room and a large flat panel display in one study room. The facility offers comfortable furniture,
a number of electrical ports and wireless networking. Future additions include a computer with access to all of Rice’s central
software.
The design of services for Fondren Library @ BRC was informed by
a small-scale ethnographic study performed by Lisa Spiro and Debra
Kolah. Using techniques developed by Nancy Foster, an anthropologist
who has led user studies for the University of Rochester’s library, Spiro
and Kolah conducted interviews with several faculty and grad students
at the BRC to study what researchers want and need from the new
library.
A grand opening was held on Oct. 21. Science librarians Bob Sabin
and John Hunter, along with staff member Rebecca Howe, keep regular
office hours at the BRC. Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) is the contact person for
reserving space and setting up training sessions.

Weiran Yan, winner of LibQual survey iPad prize
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Sandi Edwards
Head of Reference

John Hunter, Rebecca Howe and Bob Sabin
at Fondren Library @ BRC

Lisa Spiro
Director, Digital Media Center

New Ways to Reach Us
Are you looking for conference proceedings? Do you need to know how to access Fondren Library’s resources from your
home? In addition to stopping by or calling the reference desk for answers, you can now reach us in many other ways.
E-mail: Reference librarians have offered e-mail service for many
years. We’ve received and answered questions from around the
campus and around the world. Our e-mail address is reference@
rice.edu.
Chat: For several years, we have used Meebo instant messaging
service to respond to questions in real time. Our chat hours
are 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Friday;
10 a.m.–6 p.m. Saturday and 12:30 p.m.–9 p.m. Sunday.

“Got a Question?”: We are building a database of commonly
asked questions. When you ask questions via the “Got a
Question” service, our answer is added to a database. Future
questions automatically search this database by keyword and
produce an instant response by bringing up the previous answer.
Twitter: Log on to http://twitter.com to register, and ask your
question on Fondren’s account.
Text: Send a question to 713-487-6912

To use any of these service go to http://library.rice.edu/help or click “Got a Question?” on the main library web page.
But remember, we are still happy to answer your questions in person or by phone at 713-348-5113.
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Student Workers — Ambassadors for the Library

New User Experience Role
for Librarian Debra Kolah
Many of you will recognize Debra Kolah from her library outreach activities, ranging from co-hosting Fondren’s anniversary
celebration to providing information about library services at Rice events, as well as from her role as Fondren’s subject
specialist in physics, mathematics, statistics and astronomy. In December 2009, Debra expanded her responsibilities by
becoming Fondren Library’s first User Experience Librarian.
The term “user experience,” while familiar in the context of computer usability, is fairly new in the library environment.
The first user experience or “UX” librarian job descriptions started appearing only within the last couple of years. Here at
Fondren, we understand the “UX” position as one that considers the way a user experiences the library from both digital
and physical perspectives as well as the way users then interact with the library. Through talking to users and noting their
specific successes and difficulties, we believe the library can create a more successful research experience for all users.
As the UX Librarian, Debra uses observation and ethnographic studies in addition to more traditional feedback methods
such as surveys and focus groups, to gather information about Fondren’s users and the ways they use the library. Recently
she and Digital Media Center Director Lisa Spiro completed a study entitled “Fondren@BRC,” the results of which are being
used to tailor services to the needs of researchers in Rice’s BioScience Research Collaborative. As part of the team working
on Fondren’s Web and mobile presence, Debra also conducted an observation-based study on how library customers use
mobile devices. This fall Debra and others at Fondren planned and taught “Fast Classes,” 30-minute classes designed to meet
user needs for library training with a lighter time expenditure. Future plans include an ethnographic study for undergraduate
students and working with Fondren’s Web team to create a more accessible Web presence.
Embedded librarianship is another idea taking hold in the academic community, and it is no surprise that Debra is at
the forefront of this trend toward taking library services out into the community. For the past year she has kept office hours
in the math department, during which she is available in the department’s coffee lounge to answer questions, assist with
research and discuss library services. Her experiences will help Fondren tailor future services to user needs.
Look for Debra on Thursdays at 1 p.m. at Fondren’s outreach table in the RMC. She, and occasionally other Fondren
staff members, will be there promoting new and existing services offered by the library. You can also reach Debra at
dkolah@rice.edu and follow her on Twitter (debrakolah) and at her blog at http://effervescentlibrarian.wordpress.com.
Esther Crawford
Head, Kelley Center for Government Information and Microforms

Pictured above: Debra Kolah with graduate student Ruiqiang Sun
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Fondren Library employs Rice students to help support its core functions. In September, I interviewed three of the library’s
current student workers: Fernanda Loza, Will Clifton and Shannon Kelley.
Loza, a sophomore, works in the circulation department. She appreciates the library’s flexibility, especially the first
few weeks of the semester when student schedules are still fluid. After Hurricane Ike, when many library staff had trouble
making it to campus, Loza worked the first day the library reopened. She remembers all the non-Rice visitors enjoying the
air conditioning and charging their cell phones. She said “The atmosphere was fine, just like working on a really rainy day.”
“Whenever someone is unhappy about a policy or a change, the staff will take over so the student workers don’t have
to deal with it,” Loza said. She notes that closing the west entrance of Fondren has gone fairly smoothly but that students
without their IDs still find the change inconvenient. Moving the DVDs to open shelving has both improved access and made
things easier on the staff.
A Spanish and French studies major, Loza uses the physical Fondren collections heavily. She’s checked out information
on graduate schools and professional affiliations, and knows which study rooms are the most popular. Friends ask her
questions about the library, and she even got a second job with a professor looking for help with library services such as
interlibrary loan and reserves.
Will Clifton is an architecture graduate student working at
the Digital Media Center (DMC), who also returned to work
shortly after Hurricane Ike. His library job is “full of perks,”
giving him a chance to see what people from all across campus
are doing with media technology — event poster plotting,
editing of recital footage, video of campus events and many
unique projects. He also helps with faculty work requests,
including recent digitization for an English professor of some
Chaucer resources. The technical knowledge of the DMC staff
is particularly impressive to Clifton. He has seen awareness
of the DMC and its capabilities grow, and notes the DMC has
responded with additional new equipment for checkout.
Clifton notes that architecture study can be so intensive that
awareness of the rest of the university is limited. He appreciates
the exposure he gets at the DMC to “the broad spectrum of
Rice student pursuits.” And so far, he has recruited four other
architecture students to work at the DMC.
Because of Shannon Kelley’s strong academic background
and interest in history, her job application caught the eye of the
Woodson Research Center (WRC). Kelley helped scan Athletics
Department photographs damaged during Hurricane Ike, so
that they could be restored. On the job, she has learned a great
deal about the history of Rice and Houston, “and how much
influence members of the Rice community have had on global
issues and advancements.” The variety of her work ensures she
never gets bored. She has seen slides from long-ago Beer Bikes,
letters from Jefferson Davis and birthday cards from Elton John
and Estee Lauder. She has organized physical archival collections
and helped to digitize others, including a current grant-funded
Will Clifton, Shannon Kelley and Fernanda Loza (seated)
project on the Port of Houston and Houston waterways.
Kelley appreciates the awareness she has gained about
other library services, such as full access to thousands of journal articles. Kelley credits her library experience with clerical
tasks, technology, writing and organization with landng her an internship with the Baylor College of Medicine/VA Hospital
assisting in clinical psychology research.
Melinda Reagor Flannery
Assistant University Librarian for Technical Services
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Calendar of Classes
1/12
1/14
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/25
1/26
1/28
1/31
2/1
2/3
2/4
2/8
2/10
2/11
2/14
2/16
2/17
2/18

Introduction to Zotero, 2:30-4 p.m. Fondren B39
Cool Things in Fondren Tour (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren Circulation Desk
Photoshop Tricks and Tips (FC), 10-10:30 a.m. Fondren B39
Creating a Personal Web Site, 2:30-4 p.m., Fondren B39
Plagiarism (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Creating a Poster in Adobe Illustrator (FC), 10-10:30 a.m. Fondren B39
Creating a Poster in Power Point (FC), 10-10:30 a.m. Fondren B39
ILL (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS), 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
Choosing and Using Digital Cameras, 2-3:30 p.m. DMC/Herring 129
Introduction to GIS, 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
Scopus (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Making Audition CDs and DVDs, 2-3:30 p.m. DMC/Herring 129
Adding Tabular Data (GIS), 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
Google Books (FC) 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Mapping Locations (GIS), 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
Video Editing using Final Cut Pro — Intro, 1-4 p.m. DMC/Herring 129
Creating and Geoprocessing Vector Data (GIS), 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
H-Index (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39

2/21
2/23
2/24
2/25
3/4
3/7
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/14
3/17
3/18
3/21
3/25
3/28
3/31
4/1
4/8

Staff
Movie
Picks

Spatially Referencing Data (GIS), 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
Video Editing using Final Cut Pro — Intermediate, 1-3 p.m. DMC/Herring 129
Data Manipulation (GIS), 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
Get Started with Google Reader (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Living in the Cloud (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Introduction to GIS, 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
DVD Authoring using DVD Studio Pro - Intro, 1-3 p.m. DMC/Herring 129
Introduction to GIS, 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
Academic Search Complete (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Adding Tabular Data (GIS), 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
Mapping Locations (GIS), 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
One Search (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Creating and Geoprocessing Vector Data (GIS), 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
Introduction to Flash, 2-3:30 p.m. Fondren B39
Data Manipulation, 10 a.m.-noon Fondren Rm. 156
Spatially Referencing Data (GIS), 2-4 p.m. Fondren Rm. 156
Libguides, (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39
Fast Mobile Class, (FC), 11:30 a.m.-noon Fondren B39

Please check http://library.rice.edu for registration information and additional classes as they are scheduled.
Note that Fast Classes (FC) are drop-in with limited space.

Debra Kolah, User Experience Librarian
TT870 .B48 2009
“Between the Folds: a Film About Finding
Inspiration in Unexpected Places”
ML3680.7 .T9 G45 1999
“Genghis Blues”
QA29 .R575 J855 2008
“Julia Robinson and Hilbert’s Tenth Problem”

Sara Lowman, Director of Fondren Library

Laughing out Loud at Fondren
Fondren Library wants to see you in the funny papers … well, actually, exploring
political and social cartoons and caricature.
In summer 2009, Gordon Sack, M.D., of Houston donated a substantial collection
of cartoon and caricature books to Fondren Library. Assembled over nearly 50 years,
the collection is approximately 3,000 volumes and is very eclectic, although there is a
definite emphasis on political cartoons and caricature. Most of the major cartoonists
(gag, humorous and editorial) of the 20th century are represented, as are historical
treatments back to the 18th century from both the U.K. and U.S.
Sack was born in Germany, spent the early portion of his medical career in
South Africa, came to Houston as part of the early push to develop the Texas Medical
Center and has continued to travel widely. This collection reflects that international
influence, including materials from Australia, Canada, France, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Russia, South Africa, the U.K., the U.S. and Venezuela. Languages include Afrikaans,
English, French, German, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese and Spanish.
Examples of the scope of the collection include: “Nelson Mandela: A Life in
Cartoons,” “ The Art of Satire: Painters as Caricaturists and Cartoonists from Delacroix
to Picasso” and “Playboy’s Classic Cartoons of the Fifties.” To see additional titles,
search the classic catalog interface for keywords “Gordon Sack.”
Fondren Library staffers continue to collate and catalog this collection (yes, with
a certain number of chuckles!) and have processed approximately 70 percent. We
plan to have it all available for use by the end of next summer. The oldest, most
fragile works — from which illustrations here are drawn — are being held for last, as
we also explore options for digitization.

Kerry Keck
Assistant University Librarian for Collections

Fondren Library has digitized back issues of the Rice Thresher from 1958 to 1967 and they are available online
in Rice’s digital repository at scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/27631. Readers can access full issues or
individual articles in PDF format, as well as search the full text of the collection.
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PN1997 .T4683 1998
“This is Spinal Tap”

Jane Segal, Social Sciences/Humanities
Librarian
PN1997 .B467 2001
“Best in Show”

Anna L. Shparberg, Reference Librarian
PN1997 .M96 2000
“Mystery Train”
PN1997.2 .M54 2003
“A Mighty Wind”
PN1997 .P648 2003
“Ashes and Diamonds”

Linda Spiro, Government Information
Librarian
RC394 .W6 R43 2009
“Read Me Differently”
RC388 .K56 2000
“King Gimp”
RC387.5 .W44 2008
“When Billy Broke His Head”

Tiffany Wheeler, Circulation Assistant
PN1997.2 .E383 2010
“An Education”

For a complete listing of subject librarians for collection development, visit:
http://library.rice.edu/collections/about-fondrens-collections/subject-specialist
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FONDREN LIBRARY REGULAR HOURS
Aug. 22, 2010–Dec. 15, 2010
and
Jan. 9, 2011–May 3, 2011
Open 24 hours, Sunday noon–Friday 10 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–10 p.m.
Library hours are modified during the following periods:
Thanksgiving Recess
Wednesday, Nov. 24–Friday, Nov. 26

Spring Midterm Recess
Friday, Feb. 25–Saturday, March 5

Final Exams and Holidays
Friday, Dec. 3–Saturday, Jan. 8

Spring Recess
Thursday, March 24–Saturday, March 26

Martin Luther King Weekend
Friday, Jan. 14–Monday, Jan. 17

Last Week of Classes—Commencement
Friday, Apr. 22–Sunday, May 15

Proofing
Joe Hatfield
For information, contact
Melinda Reagor Flannery
Rice University
Fondren Library–MS 44
P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251-1892
713-348-3773
reagor@rice.edu

SUMMER HOURS
May 4, 2010–Aug. 20, 2011
Monday–Thursday 7 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m.–6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sunday Closed

(Closed Saturday–Monday, May 28–30, for Memorial Day
and Saturday–Monday, July 2–4, for Independence Day)
Please call 713-348-4800 for information. Library hours are subject to change.
For Digital Media Center hours, please call 713-348-3635.

