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Immediately after graduation 
in May 2005, the long-planned 
renovation of  Fondren Library got 
underway, with many things hap-
pening quickly. A fenced “laydown 
yard” for construction trailers and 
dumpsters was set up in the grassy 
area north of  the library, adjacent 
to Anderson Hall. Symonds lab, 
moved earlier to Rayzor Hall, was 
demolished, and people in offices on 
the sixth floor were moved to other 
spaces. Reference/collection devel-
opment staff  moved to temporary 
quarters on the fourth floor, vacat-
ing offices located in the path of  the 
library’s new east-west passageway. 
The reference desk and computers 
were moved to the current periodi-
cals area, beside the circulation desk. 
Walls separating the construction 
area in the middle of  the first floor 
from the library’s ongoing opera-
tions were built, and a tunnel was 
constructed from the entrance lobby 

to allow access to the reference room 
and the Friends of  Fondren Library 
offices.

BOOKS RELOCATED
 
Special crews were hired to move 
books from planned construction areas 
to temporary stacks areas. In many 
instances, compacting of  books in 
areas to which collections were to be 
moved was a necessary first step. Some 
areas had to be cleared before tem-
porary stacks could be erected, and, 
with only limited “swing space” in the 
former Symonds lab area, many books 
had to be moved twice. For the current 

location of  call numbers, see the sign 
located behind the information desk 
in the front lobby of  the library, or 
pick up a stacks guide at the circula-
tion desk or beside elevators on each 
floor.

REFERENCE/COLLECTION 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
DOCUMENT DELIVERY
 
Because the Electronic Resources 
Center had moved to its new loca-
tion in Herring Hall in March, 
Document Delivery was able to 

Construction walls and a tunnel to the reference room have replaced the library’s 
rotunda. Mauricio Prado mans the information desk in the entrance lobby.
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move temporarily into those offices, 
while its new office and offices 
for reference/collection develop-
ment librarians were constructed 
in the northeast basement of  the 
library. These offices were com-
pleted in August, and reference 
and Document Delivery staff  have 
moved from their temporary loca-
tions to their new quarters. To reach 
these new offices, use elevator A 
located at the front of  the library 
or stairwell J located to the right of   
the front entrance. When you reach 
the basement, turn right. Telephone 
numbers and e-mail addresses 
remain the same as before the move.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
AND MICROFORMS
 
Government Publications offices 
are being constructed in the east 
and southeast part of  the basement 
(near the new Document Delivery 
office), while the area in the middle 
basement (previously occupied by 
stacks for call numbers T-Z) is being 
redone for government documents. 
After the Government Publications 

and Microforms department moves 
into its new space—a move projected 
for late fall or early winter—their 
current quarters will be converted to 
regular stacks and an annex for the 
Woodson Research Center. At pres-
ent Government Publications occu-
pies its old space in the southwest 
corner of  the basement. It may be 
accessed by elevator C or stairwell C, 

both reached from the hall beside 
the Circulation Desk. 

WOODSON RESEARCH 
CENTER
 
The Woodson Research Center 
(WRC) was closed in mid-August, 
and its materials, which have been 
moved offsite, will be unavailable 
for use until the WRC reopens in 
January or February 2006. WRC 
staff  members have moved to 
rooms 412 and 414.  They can 
be reached at their previous tele-
phone extensions or by e-mail.

CIRCULATION AND 
RESERVES
 
An opening for the west entrance 
was created during the summer, 
and work is currently underway 
on the information concourse (the 
east-west passageway through the 
center of  the first floor) and the 
new circulation/reserves area. 
Circulation and reserves will move 
close to the new west entrance 
around the beginning of  2006. 
The reference desk will also move 
to the back part of  the first floor 
near the information concourse.

Robert Sabin and John Hunter settle into their new reference offices in the 
basement. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Woodson director Lee Pecht stands amid boxed materials ready to be moved.
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 Renovation of  spaces on the 
second floor—including the north 
balcony (above the reference room), 
the former Symonds lab area, and, 
later, the south balcony (above the 
circulation desk)—began in late 
August. Group study rooms, new 
lounge seating and study areas, an 
adaptive technology lab, an emerg-
ing technologies experimentation 
area, and other new spaces are to be 
created. This area is slated to open 
sometime in spring 2006. 

NEW ELEVATOR

During the summer of  2006, a 
larger elevator will be installed in 
the center of  the building, and the 
associated core areas will be redone.  
The library hopes to complete the 
entire renovation process before the 
beginning of  school in fall 2006.

   Elizabeth Baber
 Head, Database Management
  baber@rice.edu  
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RESTROOMS
 
Upgrades of  basic equipment, such 
as sump pumps, generators, air 
conditioning ducts, electrical and 
computer wiring, and plumbing are 
an important part of  the renova-
tion process. Of  particular note are 
the upgrading and relocation of  the 
restrooms to the central core of  the 
building, where they will be more 
visible. During the construction 
period, however, restrooms will be 
harder to find.
 The main public restrooms on 
the first floor are no longer acces-
sible: signs directing people to those 
on the second floor have been 
posted. Restrooms in the basement 
have been closed as well, and new 
restrooms are not yet available on 
that floor. An ADA-compliant rest-
room is located in the northwest 
part of  the first floor, across the hall-
way from room 156. It is reached by 
going through the tunnel from the 
entrance lobby and walking through 
the reference room to the back (or 
stadium side) of  the room.  

TECHNICAL SERVICES AND 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Basement work areas for Technical 
Services and Information Technology 
staff  will be remodeled around 
the end of  2005 or the beginning 
of  2006. Information Technology 
staff  members are already occupy-
ing a temporary office on the fourth 
floor. Technical Services staff  will be 
moved to the Kyle Morrow Room 
on the third floor and offices on the 
fourth floor during the projected 
four-month period when their work 
area is undergoing renovation. Every 
effort will be made to minimize the 
impact on processing turnaround-
time, but the dislocation will clearly 
have some effect on output.

SIXTH AND SECOND FLOORS
 
After books currently shelved on the 
sixth floor are returned to stack areas 
on lower floors, the sixth floor will 
be remodeled as a “Rice-only” study 
area, accessible to those with a Rice 
ID.  Users will enjoy beautiful views 
of  the campus from comfortable 
lounge-style furniture.

The west wall of the library has been opened up to create a new entrance.
Inset: A worker gives the “thumbs-up” sign after the completion of the opening.

After shelves were emptied and moved, 
floors were ready for reconstruction.
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resources; and develop innovative 
mechanisms for using GIS tools 
in cultural heritage projects. This 
electronic archive provides coher-
ent access to hard-to-find materi-
als, facilitates refined searching 
and analysis within and across 
texts, and integrates images, maps, 
and text, thus enabling more so-
phisticated means of conducting 
scholarly inquiry.
 The TIMEA archive is also 
intended to be a unique teaching 
tool at the high school, under-
graduate, and graduate levels. 
Texts and accompanying maps 
and illustrations are being cata-
loged and cross-referenced, en-
abling instructors and students to 
tailor access to the specific objec-
tives of their individual courses. In 
addition, TIMEA features research 
guides and case studies of the 

Unfortunately, these materials are 
scattered in libraries and private 
collections around the world, and 
conducting systematic research 
outside of major research libraries 
is laborious. 
 However, TIMEA enables 
anyone with Internet access to 
view a fascinating collection of 
photographs, search for significant 
terms in texts, use dynamic maps 
that display features such as roads 
and elevation, and understand 
how to use such materials for re-
search. TIMEA pursues five related 
objectives: to enrich research by 
enabling richer discovery, analy-
sis, and commentary on unique 
sources; provide valuable resources 
for teaching; improve information 
literacy and research skills; offer 
a model for building learning 
communities that use electronic 

NEWS from FONDREN 4 

TIMEA project collaborators (from left to right): Geneva Henry, Lisa Spiro, 
Paula Sanders, Pamela Francis, Marie Wise, seated; David Getman, Germán 
Díaz, Eva Garza, standing.
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Rice University recently secured a 
$250,000 grant from the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services 
to develop the Travelers in the 
Middle East Archive (TIMEA). 
This digital archive focuses on 
travel literature, images, and in-
teractive maps documenting West-
ern interactions with the Middle 
East, as well as research guides 
that set these materials in context.
 The project is a collabora-
tion among Dr. Paula Sanders 
(History), Dr. Michael Decker 
(former Mellon fellow at Rice’s 
Center for the Study of Cultures, 
now a professor of history at the 
University of South Florida), Fon-
dren’s Digital Library Initiative, 
Fondren’s Electronic Resources 
Center, Connexions, Fondren’s 
GIS/Data Center, and Fondren 
staff members with specialties in 
electronic text and images, meta-
data (cataloging information), 
and reference. Fondren Library 
staff involved in TIMEA include 
Marie Wise, Lisa Spiro, Geneva 
Henry, Sid Byrd, Eva Garza, Ger-
mán Díaz, Keith Chapman, 
Amanda Focke, Jane Zhao, and 
Elka Tenner.
 Between the eighteenth and 
twentieth centuries, Europeans 
and Americans traveled to the 
Middle East to conduct archaeo-
logical expeditions, tour religious 
sites, explore foreign cultures, 
and pursue geopolitical aims. A 
rich body of literature and images 
documents these travels, provid-
ing invaluable resources for schol-
ars and students in disciplines 
ranging from English literature 
and Women’s Studies to Classical, 
Middle Eastern, and Medieval 
archaeology, religion, and history. 

RICE WINS MAJOR GRANT TO DEVELOP TRAVELERS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST ARCHIVE
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Jane Zhao and a student assistant make use of the center’s workstations.

On April 28, 2005, Fondren 
Library’s Electronic Resources 
Center (ERC), previously located 
in the library basement, hosted a 
grand opening at its new home in 
Room 129 Herring Hall. Director 
Lisa Spiro and Multimedia 
Specialist Jane Zhao were on hand 
to welcome Rice students, faculty, 
and staff and showcase the resourc-
es available to them.
  The new quarters, which 
previously housed the library and 
reading room of the Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of Management, 
are more spacious and user-
friendly than the old location. 
The first floor is open and airy, 
with sixteen workstations, each 
named for a Texas singer. (See 
http://www.rice.edu/fondren/
erc/info/hwsw.html for the names 
and specifications of each station.) 
An information desk, located near 
the entrance, allows staff to easily 
oversee workstations and provide 
assistance as necessary.
 The second-floor balcony 
offers lounge-type seating, with 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES CENTER 
EXPANDS SPACE AND SERVICES

individual study areas and tables 
for group study sessions. Users 
can bring their own laptops and 
hook up to the wireless network 
or check out an iBook. At one 
end of the balcony a 50” plasma 
screen is available for class pre-
sentations and collaborative 
projects. (A second 61” plasma 
screen is located in a classroom 
downstairs.) Group meetings can 
be scheduled in the study lounges 
located at either end of the facil-
ity.
 The ERC maintains and pro-
vides access to a large collection 
of digital texts and images, pri-
marily on CD-ROM. Equipment 
available for checkout includes 
five Apple iBook G4 laptops, one 
HP tablet PC, several camcord-
ers and digital cameras, minidisk 
recorders, and microphones.     
  The mission of the ERC “is to 
support the use and creation of 
multimedia in education, scholar-
ship, and creative expression.” 

research process so that users un-
derstand how to pursue historical 
and cultural inquiry using both 
print and electronic resources.
 To make it easier and more 
effective to use the archive in 
teaching, learning, and research, 
the project employs the tools and 
architecture provided by Con-
nexions (http://cnx.rice.edu), a 
collaborative, community-driven 
approach to authoring, teach-
ing, and learning that seeks to 
provide a cohesive body of free, 
high-quality educational content 
to anyone in the world. Interac-
tive maps within the archive pro-
vide insight into a range of top-
ics, such as settlement patterns 
and the significance of natural 
phenomena (e.g., topography 
and river systems) to human cul-
tures.
 Initially TIMEA is focusing 
on Egypt, since Dr. Sanders has a 
rich personal collection of Egyp-
tian materials and the country 
was a favorite site for travelers. 
Work on TIMEA is underway; 
the phase focused on Egypt is ex-
pected to be completed in Octo-
ber 2006. For more information 
about TIMEA, please contact Ma-
rie Wise, project coordinator, at 
mwise@rice.edu or 713-348-3635.

Lisa Spiro
Director, Electronic Resources Center 
& Educational Technology Research 

and Assessment Center
lspiro@rice.edu
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Techwatch:

BUILDING FONDREN’S 
INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY
How can universities share their intellectual output and reach out to 
the larger community? As the Internet becomes an important means 
of disseminating information, universities are increasingly making 
information available electronically. Initially departments and indi-
viduals built customized Web sites to provide access to digital content 
such as reports and conference papers. Although such Web sites 
offered useful information, building and maintaining them could 
often be a headache, and finding the desired resource could be a 
challenge, given the proliferation of information sources.  
 In the last few years, a more robust, systematic approach to mak-
ing available educational and scholarly resources has emerged: the 
institutional repository. As Clifford Lynch, executive director of the 
Coalition for Networked Information, explains, “a university-based 
institutional repository is a set of services that a university offers to the 
members of its community for the management and dissemination of 
digital materials created by the institution and its community mem-
bers.”1  Institutional repositories can provide free and open access to 
a variety of content, such as conference papers, white papers, doctoral 
dissertations, art works, video recordings, teaching materials, and so 
forth. 
 As part of its commitment to supporting scholarly communica-
tions, Fondren Library is in the process of creating an institutional 
repository using DSpace, an open-source software package. DSpace is 
being widely adopted by universities and other institutions around the 
world and complies with established and emerging standards for digi-
tal archiving systems. DSpace offers a number of advantages:

1. DSpace enables faculty members and departments to provide 
quick access to new research and other resources. Within 
DSpace, communities (such as the Center for the Study of 
Malapropism) can build collections (such as the Malapropism 
Video Archive or the Proceedings of the 18th Annual 
Malapropism Symposium). DSpace accepts a variety of file for-
mats, including text, images, audio, and video.  

2. DSpace makes it easy to find resources. Rather than having to 
visit multiple Web sites to find papers written by researchers, 
users can come to a single Web site where all of the content 
for a university is aggregated. They can then browse the collec-
tions or use a powerful search engine. In addition, DSpace is 
an Open Archives Initiative (OAI) data provider, which means 
that collections are made available to a harvester that presents 
a single search interface across multiple repositories.  

3. DSpace is simple to use. Through a straightforward online 
form, users can provide basic information about the resource 
that they are contributing, such as the title, the author, the 
publication date, descriptive keywords, and an abstract.  
Submitting a new resource can take five minutes or less.    

Spiro says their goal is to offer 
students, faculty, and staff access to 
the hardware and software required 
for digital projects. The ERC 
provides hands-on training, work-
shops, reference books, and online 
guides and tutorials. In addition to 
Spiro and Zhao, there are several 
student assistants available to help 
with basic training, as well as more 
specialized projects. Appointments 
can be made with ERC specialists 
by e-mailing erc-info@rice.edu or 
calling 713-348-2594.
 ERC professionals and the 
staff of Educational Technologies 
(part of the division of Information 
Technology) cosponsor Teaching 
with Technology, a series of Brown 
Bag workshops held on the second 
Wednesday of each month. These 
sessions, which focus on the use 
of technology in teaching and col-
laborative learning, are open to 
faculty, instructors, and graduate 
students.
 The ERC provides space for 
the Rice Digital Library Initiative 
(directed by Geneva Henry and 
staffed by Sid Byrd, Marie Wise, 
and Simone Roemhild) and offers 
support to several innovative digital 
projects. Current projects under-
way include the Travelers in the 
Middle East Archive, the Galileo 
Project, the e-journal Sarmatian 
Review, and Via Gabina. 
 Hours for the fall semester are: 
Monday-Thursday 10:00 AM-9:00 PM; 
Friday 10:00 AM-6:00 PM; Saturday 
1:00-5:00 PM; Sunday 1:00-7:00 
PM.  For further information call 
713-348-3635, or visit the Web site: 
http://www.rice.edu/fondren/
erc/.
  Shirley Wetzel

Database Management Librarian
wetzel@rice.edu

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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4. DSpace is managed: essentially, it brings the services of the 
library in collecting, describing, and providing long-term 
access to knowledge to the digital environment. DSpace uses 
the Dublin Core metadata standard to compile basic catalog-
ing information about the resource, making it easier to find 
and manage.  In adopting DSpace, the university agrees to 
provide long-term access to digital content, which should help 
to address the common problem of scholarly Web pages dis-
appearing into the ether. Each resource is assigned a persis-
tent identifier so that it can be cited confidently over the long 
term.  

5. DSpace is open-source software, which means that it is a freely 
available application that can be customized and improved. 
A community of developers is actively working on enhance-
ments to DSpace, including Sid Byrd, a digital library systems 
developer recently hired by Fondren Library to support and 
improve DSpace.     

 Currently Rice’s DSpace is in its beta testing phase. The DSpace 
team is working with selected projects to better establish the workflow 
requirements and training needs for a full roll-out. Among the proj-
ects currently being developed in DSpace are: the Travelers in the 
Middle East Archive (TIMEA), a collection of maps, texts, and images 
related to travel in the Middle East; the Shepherd School Archive--
musical performances by Shepherd School faculty and students; the 
Rice University Online Image Archive, including photographs of Rice 
places, people, and events; and the Ancient Rome project--images of 
ancient Rome for use in specific classes.  
 Along with developing the technical infrastructure and training 
procedures for Rice’s institutional repository, the DSpace team is 
also working on the policies that will govern its usage. Authors will be 
encouraged to make their work freely and openly available through a 
Creative Commons attribution license, which states that content can 
be used for any purpose (including commercial) so long as it is prop-
erly cited. Through such an open license, the university can further 
the goal of providing access to intellectual and cultural resources, and 
authors can ensure that their work is widely disseminated. However, 
authors can request that their material be password-protected or oth-
erwise limited if necessary.  
 Individuals and departments interested in participating in the 
beta testing of DSpace should contact Geneva Henry, Executive 
Director of the Digital Library Initiative, at 713-348-2480 or 
ghenry@rice.edu. Rice’s DSpace is available online at http://dspace.
rice.edu.

Lisa Spiro
Director, Electronic Resources Center & Educational Technology Research 

and Assessment Center
lspiro@rice.edu

1 Clifford Lynch, “Institutional Repositories: Essential Infrastructure for 
Scholarship in the Digital Age,” ARL Bimonthly Report 226 (February 2003), 
http://www.arl.org/newsltr/226/ir.html

Coming soon: 
AN IMPROVED ONLINE 
CATALOG 

An enhanced version of WebCat, 
Fondren’s Web-based online cata-
log, is currently undergoing initial 
customization by a library staff com-
mittee, comprised of Debra Bailey, 
Melinda Reagor Flannery, Samantha 
Hager, Jiun Kuo, Elka Tenner, 
and Karen Oster. The library’s 
Information Technology department 
expects to install the new catalog by 
the end of the fall semester.
 According to the software devel-
oper, library vendor Sirsi-Dynix,  
“[This product] automatically orga-
nizes broad search results into more 
narrowly defined categories, making 
it easier for users to find exactly what 
they’re looking for. It also intelligent-
ly suggests additional topics or titles 
to check out.”
 To publicize the new catalog 
interface, Fondren Library will hold a 
“Name That Catalog” contest, asking 
users in the Rice community to sug-
gest a name for the improved version 
of WebCat. An Apple IPod Mini will 
be awarded to the winner. Look for 
contest details later this fall in the 
Thresher and the Rice News, or ask at 
the Fondren reference desk.  
 This is just the first step in 
Fondren’s plan to provide a state-of-
the art electronic library that allows 
convenient, easy-to-use access to 
the library’s resources. In the com-
ing months the WebCat Redesign 
Committee will be holding campus-
wide focus groups to ascertain users’ 
needs and ask for interface design 
suggestions. The group will use this 
data to further customize the catalog 
later in the school year. Add-on prod-
ucts such as federated searching (a 
method for searching across library-
owned resources, regardless of ven-
dor) will be considered.
 To offer feedback on the cata-
log redesign, send e-mail to WebCat 
Redesign Committee member Debra 
Bailey at dbailey@rice.edu.
 

Karen Oster
Senior Sirsi Programmer & DBA

bluerose@rice.edu
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Tour Saves You Time

Dozens of  Fondren Library’s research indexes have just 
become more powerful and productive for your research, 
with the introduction of  TOUR, the TDNet Open URL 
Resolver. TOUR links you from, for example, Current 
Contents or America: History and Life to the full text of  those 
articles that are available online through Fondren Library’s 
collection.
 The TOUR icon or the phrase “Article available 
online?” is now appearing as part of  each retrieved article 
when searching World of  Knowledge or any of  the FirstSearch 
indexes (as well as most other journal index databases). 

In summer 2005 OCLC (Online 
Computer Library Center), a world-
wide library cooperative, launched 
a series of pilot projects designed to 
expand its WorldCat online catalog 
into a full-featured, Web-integrated 
library service. Fondren Library, 
along with nineteen other libraries 
and four online service provider part-
ners, is participating in the eSerials 
Holdings Pilot.
 This pilot project is designed 
to enhance the visibility and use of 
electronic resource collections for 
both library users and staff. OCLC 
has partnered with several online 
service providers, including TDNet 
(Fondren Library’s online journals 
management system), to receive 

When you click on the icon/phrase, you will see a dialog 
box looking like Figure 1, which includes all of  the plat-
forms or full-text collections containing the exact article 
desired. (Should Fondren not have access to the exact 
issue needed, the dialog box will state that the article isn’t 
available online.) Click on the desired platform (in this 
case “IngentaConnect”), and you will be connected–usu-
ally directly to the article, but occasionally to the journal 
issue’s table of  contents, from which you can navigate.  

Figure 1

PILOT PROGRAM PROVIDES ONLINE LISTINGS 
FOR ELECTRONIC SERIALS HOLDINGS  

holdings information on online seri-
als on a monthly basis. This data will 
be used to set and maintain holdings 
in OCLC’s online catalog for both 
individual electronic journal titles and 
titles contained within aggregated 
databases.
 Aggregator services, such as 
EBSCO Online and UMI ProQuest, 
typically provide access to materials 
(most often individual journal articles) 
from a number of different publishers.  
Because of the transitory nature of 
these databases, in which journal titles 
can come and go on a weekly basis, 
the journals they index have not been 
represented in most library catalogs, 
including Fondren’s WebCat. The 
OCLC project offers a potential way to 

allow all of a library’s resources to be 
represented in the catalog with mini-
mal cost or labor.
 During the pilot project, which 
is scheduled to end in October 2005, 
OCLC expects to add approximately 
200,000 holdings for about 27,000 
titles representing electronic serials 
in WorldCat. This service has the 
potential to provide an efficient way 
for libraries to share information 
on their journal holdings, enhance 
the ability of users to find and access 
library resources, and aid library staff 
in cataloging, interlibrary loan, and 
collection development.

Alice Rhoades
Serials Librarian

 alicer@rice.edu
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Debra Bailey showcases Rice Institute Pamphlets both online and in their 
original form.
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Fondren Library has digitized the Rice 
Institute Pamphlets, a publication that 
captures the early intellectual vitality of 
the university, and has made access free 
to the public. Now a part of the Fon-
dren Digital Collections, the journal 
can be located online at http://www.
rice.edu/fondren/hyperion/. The Rice 
Institute Pamphlets are full-text search-
able. Keyword searching of descriptive 
metadata is also available and provides 
additional subject access.
 Science Librarian Debra Bailey 
initiated the project after talking 
with Bill Veech, Edgar O. Lovett 
Professor of Mathematics, and Stephen 
Semmes, Noah Harding Professor of 
Mathematics. The mathematicians 
expressed concern about the reloca-
tion of the Rice Institute Pamphlets to 
the Library Service Center. After see-
ing  the mathematicians’ interest and 
enthusiasm for this publication, Bailey 
realized the wonderful potential for 
a digital project, due to the appeal of the journal’s 
content to many disciplines. Frequently borrowed 
by scholars from other libraries, the Rice Institute 
Pamphlets were the major means of scholarly commu-
nication at Rice for much of the twentieth century. 
 The Rice Institute Pamphlets were an interdisciplin-
ary scholarly journal published at Rice between 1915 
and 1981. The journal featured papers by leading 
intellectuals such as Julian Huxley, an English biolo-
gist, philosopher, and early faculty member at Rice; 
Maurice Ravel, a French composer known for such 
works as Bolero; and Emile Borel, a French mathema-
tician who created the first effective theory of the 
measure of sets of points. The digitization project 
includes Volume 1 (1915) to Volume 33 (1946) and 
the Index Volume for volumes 1-47.  
 The digitization project was developed with gen-
erous contributions from the Rice Historical Society 
and from Rice alum Dr. Thomas R. Williams, Class 
of 2000. The project was outsourced to Innodata, 
and the PDF files have embedded OCR to make 
them fully searchable. Members of the project team 
include Melinda Reagor Flannery, Geneva Henry, 
Lisa Spiro, John Ferro, and Phil Montgomery. The 
metadata team is comprised of Amanda Focke, Susan 

RICE INSTITUTE PAMPHLETS 
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE

Leister, Keith Chapman, and Hweifen Weng. 
 Focke, Fondren Library assistant head of Special 
Collections, explains, “Metadata in Fondren Digital 
Collections makes it easier for users to search for 
digital materials.  It describes the materials, providing 
traditional subject headings (‘baccalaureate address-
es,’ for example) and basic information such as title, 
author/creator, publisher, type of digital format 
(‘article in PDF format,’ for example). It is similar to 
traditional library catalog records for books, except 
here it is used to describe digital resources.” 
 More historical context material will be added 
to the Rice Institute Pamphlets Web site, with contribu-
tions from Dr. Melissa Fitzsimons Kean, centennial 
historian, and Dr. John Boles, William P. Hobby 
Professor of History. The Web site will be launched 
later this semester. For further information about the 
Rice Institute Pamphlets digitization project, contact 
woodson@rice.edu or Debra Bailey, dbailey@rice.
edu.

     Debra Bailey
Science Librarian

dbailey@rice.edu
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Did you Know?

Fondren Library has negotiated a better ser-
vice contract with our bindery. Journals (and 
other print materials) shipped to the com-
mercial bindery are now being returned in 
two weeks, instead of  the previous four weeks. 
Thanks go to Preservation Librarian Andrew 
Damico for this improvement.

Rice University’s entire back file of  theses 
and dissertations has been digitized; they now 
are available as digital files from ProQuest. 
Fondren Library funded the digitization in 
order that the ProQuest Dissertations and 
Theses—A&I database would offer the PDF 
download option for all Rice dissertations 
and theses. (A mere handful now are unavail-
able, due to author-initiated limitations.)

Fondren Library recently upgraded the micro-
form scanner located in the Government 
Publications and Microforms Department 
to allow grayscale scanning of  microfiche 
and microfilm. In many instances scanning 
an image using a grayscale mode instead 
of  black and white will greatly improve the 
quality of  the image. Over the summer the 
upgraded scanner was used to create a high-
resolution digital copy of  an ancient map 
from a microfilm original. 

Fondren Library staff  musicians presented 
their third recital in the Shepherd School’s 
Duncan Recital Hall on Sunday, August 21. 
Participating were Keith Chapman (piano), 
Barbara Shreffler (violin and mandolin), 
David Bynog (viola), Alice Rhoades (vocal-
ist), Robert Estep (guitar), Laurie Thompson 
(flute),  Mary Du Mont (mezzo-soprano), 
and Anthony Potoczniak (piano). The recital, 
sponsored by the Friends of  Fondren Library, 
was followed by a reception. 

PROTECTING LOCAL 
DIGITAL COLLECTIONS:  
FONDREN LIBRARY JOINS 
LOCKSS ALLIANCE
Fondren Library joined the LOCKSS (Lots of Copies 
Keep Stuff Safe) Alliance in April 2005 and has started 
collecting local copies of many online journals to which 
we subscribe, including the Journal of Physics, BIOS, the 
International Journal of Women’s Studies, and other titles. 
LOCKSS, described as “an open-source, peer-to-peer 
persistent access preservation system for web-based 
information” (see http://lockss.stanford.edu/librarians/
DirectorHandout.pdf), provides a safeguard against lost 
access to digital content by ensuring that many copies of 
the digital files are stored around the world.
 The LOCKSS program, developed at Stanford 
University, uses a standard desktop PC (a LOCKSS box) 
to store digital content collected from publisher sites 
and made available by the publisher. A polling process is 
used to compare content in one LOCKSS box with the 
same content in other LOCKSS boxes around the world 
and to repair any differences.  If subscription access to 
the online content disappears, a LOCKSS participant can 
access the publication from the LOCKSS box. Detailed 
information about the LOCKSS Program is available 
online at http://www.lockss.org.
 Stanford University started developing the LOCKSS 
Program in 1999 and released the system into produc-
tion in April 2004. There are over eighty participating 
libraries around the world and more than sixty partici-
pating publishers. The LOCKSS Alliance is a member-
ship organization created to help the program continue 
to function and grow.
 As a LOCKSS Alliance member, Fondren Library 
is participating in a pilot project to explore the use of 
LOCKSS technology to preserve local copies of online 
government information. The Government Printing 
Office and Stanford University are administering the 
yearlong project, which will be completed early next 
summer. Government publications collected so far 
include issues of Treasury Bulletin and Social Security 
Bulletin. An additional eight titles will be included in the 
project. More information about the project is available 
online at http://lockss-docs.stanford.edu/.

Esther Crawford
Head of Government Publications and Microforms

crawford@rice.edu

 



FALL 2005     11

PH
O

T
O

G
R

A
PH

S 
B

Y 
JA

N
E
 S

E
G

A
L

When an old friend, a librarian at Indiana University, 
suggested that we go to the annual Boi Mela, or Book 
Fair, in Kolkata (previously Calcutta), it was the first 
two appellations that sprung to mind. Little did I real-
ize that the city of 4.5 million, the former capitol of 
the British Raj, is known in India as a literary, artistic, 
and intellectual center. A part of this tradition is the 
incredibly popular Book Fair, which has been held in 
Kolkata for thirty years.
 From January 26 through February 6, a part of 
the Maidan—a huge park often called the “lungs of 
Kolkata”—was home to pavilions large and small. 
When my friend and I arrived at the book fair on the 
night of the opening ceremony, workers were still 
erecting and painting a variety of booths to house the 
wares of merchants ranging from the Times of India 
and Oxford University Press to book shops 
run by local merchants, government agencies, and 
missions.
 Every year a country is invited to 
participate as a partner, and in 2005 
that country was France. Fairgoers 
entered through painted wooden 
gateways modeled on famous 
French monuments, such as the 
Eiffel Tower and Arc de Triomphe. 
Books from the partner country, as 
well as the usual T-shirts and book 
bags, were sold from a plexiglas 
replica of the Louvre pyramid at the 
fair’s center.
 I was familiar with the publish-
ers’ exhibits at American Library 
Association conventions; these usual-
ly cater to professionals, with major 
publishers and vendors represented. 
I had expected something similar at 
the Book Fair, but I found that the 
majority of the publishers and book-
sellers were small; most exhibits 
were aimed at the ordinary reader 
and, in some cases, schoolteach-
ers. Families and groups of young 
students dominated the crowd, which some days 
mounted to five hundred thousand. Grandmothers sat 
with their family’s belongings and purchases while the 
rest of the family browsed. The books, in Bengali and 
English, could be purchased at a discount, and many 
people wanted to take advantage of this.

 Although winter is the dry season in India, one 
afternoon while I was waiting to purchase books in the 
large pavilion for Rupa Publishing, a rainstorm began, 
followed by a power shutdown. The next day the fair 
was closed to allow for safety checks on all electrical 
connections. In 1997 a fire destroyed the entire fair, 
and officials wanted to avoid any repeat of this. The 
day of the reopening attendance surged, as book lov-
ers tried to make up for the lost day.
 I had come to the Boi Mela to buy books for 
Fondren Library. I found that the larger publishers, 
such as Rupa and Sage India, could accept my Rice 
purchasing card and ship the books for me. Another 
publisher, Seagull, while not represented at the fair, 
had a local store at which my friend and I spent happy 
hours browsing and selecting books to be sent to our 
libraries. In order to avoid duplicating Fondren’s hold-
ings, I checked the library’s online catalog at one of 

the many Internet cafes run by 
young entrepreneurs throughout 
the city.
 At the Boi Mela I learned 
how important books and read-
ing are to the people of Kolkata. 
Many adults have fond childhood 
memories of attending the fair 
with their families and returning 
home with treasures. They will, 
no doubt, be looking forward to 
attending the fair next winter, 
when the partner country will be 
Spain.

Jane Segal
Humanities/Social Sciences Librarian 

segal@rice.edu
 

CALCUTTA:  CITY OF JOY?  CITY OF BEGGARS?  
CITY OF BOOKS?

Book fair entry gate

Fairgoers
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RICE UNIVERSITY FONDREN LIBRARY

REGULAR HOURS

August 21, 2005–December 13, 2005 
and 

January 9, 2005–May 11, 2006
 

Open 24 hours, Sunday noon–Friday 10:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM–10:00 PM

Library hours are modified during the following periods:
 
First Week of Classes & Labor Day Martin Luther King Weekend
Friday, Sept. 2-Monday, Sept. 5 Friday, Jan. 13-Monday, Jan. 16
 
Fall Midterm Recess Spring Break
Friday, Oct. 7-Sunday, Oct. 9 Friday, Mar. 10-Saturday, Mar. 18

Thanksgiving Recess Spring Recess
Wednesday, Nov. 23-Friday, Nov. 25 Thursday, Apr. 6-Saturday, Apr. 8

Final Exams and Holidays Last Week of Classes—Commencement
Friday, Dec. 2-Sunday, Jan. 8 Friday, Apr. 28-Sunday, May 14

SUMMER HOURS

May 15, 2006-August 20, 2006

 Monday-Thursday 7:00 AM-9:00 PM            Saturday 10:00 AM-6:00 PM

 Friday 7:00 AM-6:00 PM        Sunday 1:00 PM-5:00 PM

(Closed Saturday-Monday, May 27-29, for Memorial Day
and Saturday-Tuesday, July 1-4, for Fourth of July)

Please call 713-348-4800 for information.  Library hours are subject to change.


