
fi fty-degree temperature and 30 
percent humidity, conditions 
that are optimum for long-term 
archival protection of paper stock. 
Another key design element is the 
shelving units, which are thirty-fi ve 
feet tall. The shelves, provided by 
Morgan Marshall, are adjustable to 
various intervals, permitting opti-
mal use of the space to store books 
by size.

OPERATIONAL ISSUES

      Meanwhile, library staff mem-
bers are engaged in operational 
issues, including implementation 
of a specialized inventory system, 
acquisition of the acid-free trays 
in which books are to be housed, 
and the hiring and training of a 
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Several years of library facilities 
planning are about to bear fruit, 
as a major enlargement of library 
space becomes available and as 
existing spaces are prepared for 
renovation.
      The Library Service Center 
is on schedule for completion in 
December 2003. Our general con-
tractor, SpawMaxwell, has provid-
ed a building with a super strong, 
fl at slab and forty-foot concrete 
walls with a contoured exterior 
face. In addition, SpawMaxwell is 
supervising installation by CHP 
& Associates of a specialized envi-
ronmental system that will sup-
port the narrow-tolerance needs 
of this facility. The environmental 
system will maintain a constant 

Library Service Center Adds Space and 
Makes the Renovation of Fondren Possible 
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dedicated staff. The facility will 
have the capacity for 1.7 million 
“book equivalents.” (Since we 
will likely store archive boxes and 
other materials, such as older 
media formats, the eventual num-
ber of items will vary.) We have 
the goal of transferring 450,000 
volumes from Fondren Library to 
the Library Service Center dur-
ing the fi rst year of operations. 
Many of these low-use volumes 
already have been identifi ed by 
subject librarians and are listed, 
for review and feedback from the 
Rice community, on the Library 
Service Center Web site (http://
www.rice/edu/fondren/lsc).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Library Service Center under construction in August 2003. 

PH
O

T
O

 U
SE

D
 W

IT
H

 P
E

R
M

IS
SI

O
N

 F
R

O
M

 P
R

O
JE

C
T
 M

A
N

A
G

E
M

E
N

T
 A

N
D

 P
L

A
N

N
IN

G
, R

IC
E
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y



NEWS from FONDRENfrom FONDRENfrom    2
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FONDREN LIBRARY 
RENOVATIONS

      The volume of the transfer 
goal and the urgency of achieving 
that transfer goal now are driven 
by the prospect of renovating 
portions of Fondren Library. The 
university has commissioned a 
concept and costing study for 
modifying portions of the base-
ment and the fi rst, second, fi fth, 
and sixth fl oors. Should the Rice 
Board approve this concept and 
costing proposal, renovation 
might begin as early as summer 
2004.
      Although design details have 
not been fi nalized as this newslet-
ter goes to press, the renovation 
proposal requests that architects 
explore program goals that 
include: opening an east-west 
corridor through the building, 

with a substantial public west 
entrance; rationally relocating 
building services (such as eleva-
tors, stairwells, and restroom facili-
ties); introducing a “cyber-café” 
and comfortable reading rooms; 
enhancing the profi le of the 
Woodson Research Center; and, 
possibly, relocating library service 
points. We will also continue to 
plan for the best repurposing of 
the space in Herring Hall previ-
ously occupied by the Business 
Information Center.
      This planning process will 
draw from the extensive research 
garnered during several years of 
library facility planning, as well as 
ongoing conversations with the 
Rice community. The library staff 
looks forward to providing higher 
quality services through these 
enhanced and enlarged facilities.

Kerry A. Keck
Assistant University Librarian, Collections

keckker@rice.edu

State of interior construction in August 2003. 
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The second annual concert 
of Fondren Library musicians 
was held on Sunday, August 
10, in the Lillian H. Duncan 
Recital Hall of the Shepherd 
School of Music. The program 
included classical works by 
Brahms, Schubert, Debussy, 
Bach, Devienne, and Rabbath, 
a traditional Chinese folk song, 
and popular works by Brodzsky, 
Sager/Foster, Estep, and Beck. 
Performers included: pianist 
Brent Auerbach (evening 
Circulation Supervisor of the 
Brown Fine Arts Library), vio-
list David M. Bynog (Assistant 
Acquisitions Librarian), tenor 
Jorge Cavazos (Sirsi Database 
Analyst), pianist Keith Chapman 
(Music Catalog Librarian), 
mezzo-soprano Mary Du Mont 
(Music Librarian), electric bass-
ist Herb Durlam (Collection 
Management Project Assistant), 
guitarist Robert Estep (Lead 
Copy Cataloger), vocalist Jiun 
Kuo (Head of Cataloging), 
fl utist Laurie Thompson 
(Circulation Assistant), and 
double bassist Chris Windham 
(Microcomputer LAN 
Specialist). Special guest artists 
included cellist Valdine Ritchie 
and violinist Barbara Shreffl er. 
After the recital the two hun-
dred guests and artists were 
treated to a reception hosted 
by the Activities and Events 
Committee of the Fondren 
Library Staff Association. The 
recital was sponsored by gener-
ous donations from the Friends 
of Fondren Library and the 
Shepherd School of Music.  

LIBRARY 
MUSICIANS 
CONCERT A 
GREAT SUCCESS
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SARA LOWMAN  ▼

Sara Lowman, Director of 
Fondren Library and Associate 
University Librarian, recently had 
two honors conferred upon her: 
election to the Amigos Board of 
Trustees and selection as a partici-
pant in the UCLA Senior Library 
Fellows program. With over 750 
members, Amigos provides inno-
vative information services to vative information services to 
libraries, fosters cooperation and 
resource sharing among libraries, 
and assists libraries in their role 
as education and information 
providers. Sara begins a three-
year term on the thirteen-year term on the thirteen-
member board in 2003/2004.

      In August Sara took part in 
the prestigious three-week UCLA 
Senior Library Fellows program. 
After a nationwide competition, After a nationwide competition, 
fi fteen library leaders were select-
ed to participate in a seminar in 
which each person researched an which each person researched an 
issue of importance to libraries. 
Topics such as leadership, organi-
zational theory and management, 

FONDREN STAFF MEMBERS RECEIVE RECOGNITION

In the past few months three Fondren Library staff members have been selected 
to participate in leadership programs or receive other special recognition.

recruitment, time management, 
issues facing higher education, 
and librarianship in general were 
discussed in depth. Several promi-
nent national speakers, as well 
as tours of library and research 
facilities, further rounded out the 
program.
      Sara began her career at 
Fondren Library in 1985 as a 
Science Reference/Collection 
Development Librarian. Several 
promotions followed, including 
appointment as Head of Reference 
Services in 1992 and as Assistant 
University Librarian for Public 
Services and Head of Reference 
Services in 1996.  In February 2001 
Sara moved to her current posi-

tion, assuming responsi-
bility for the day-to-day 
operations of the library. 
She has had an active 
part in the planning 
of the Library Service 
Center and the antici-
pated renovations to the 
library.

KERRY KECK   KERRY KECK   KERRY KECK

In the spring of 2003, 
Kerry Keck was named 
as the second recipi-
ent of the Shapiro Staff 
Innovation Award. 

Established in memory of former 
University Librarian Beth Shapiro, 
the award recognizes a library 
staff member who displays innova-
tion or has provided exemplary 
service to the campus community. 
Nominations are reviewed by a 
committee comprised of a faculty 
member, a student, and two library 

▼

staff members, after which the 
fi nal selection of the award recipi-
ent is made.
      One of Kerry’s innovative 
contributions was the more equi-
table distribution of funds for 
books and serials based on cur-
riculum development and collec-
tion assessments, rather than on 
the basis of historical precedent. 
Another project formulated the 
methodology for analyzing thirty-
eight subject areas, work which 
helped the library to receive $1 
million in supplemental funds 
from the university administra-
tion. This additional money was 
used primarily for the acquisition 
of materials to support under-
graduate education. Other contri-
butions include a large number of 
committee projects and extensive 
work on the new Library Service 
Center.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Kerry began her career at 
Fondren Library in 1985 as 
a librarian in Government 
Publications and Special 
Resources. She was promoted 
to Coordinator of Collection 
Development and Electronic 
Information Resources in 1992 
and to her current position as 
Assistant University Librarian for 
Collections in 1999. Kerry was 
feted at an awards presentation 
on May 13, where she received a 
plaque and cash award. 

LISA SPIRO

This summer Lisa Spiro was one 
of only forty participants in the 
Frye Leadership Institute. An 
intensive two-week program held 
at Emory University, the institute 
focuses on the challenges facing 
higher education, with particu-
lar emphasis on how informa-
tion technology is transforming 
research, teaching, and scholarly 
communication. The program 
includes a yearlong practicum, 
allowing attendees to investigate 
issues and questions raised 
during the institute in their 
own institution.
      Held in early June, the insti-
tute enabled Lisa to participate in 
a wide and varied number of con-
centrated forums. She teleconfer-
enced with an editor for the New 
York Times and attended numer-
ous lectures by some of the top 
speakers in the fi eld of learning 
and higher education. Particularly 
useful was the ability to network 
with some of the brightest, most 
committed people in her fi eld 
and to spend some time step-
ping back from the daily routine 
to refl ect on the challenges of 
technology and learning. For her 
practicum Lisa chose to work on 
LESTER (Learning Science and 

Technology Repository). LESTER 
is an online database and com-
munity focused on new research 
in learning science and educa-
tion technology and seeking new 
approaches to developing and 
sustaining new theories. For more 
information on the project you 
can visit the LESTER Web site at 
http://lester.rice.edu.

      Lisa came to Fondren 
Library in 2000 as a Digital 
Media Specialist. She is currently 
the Director of the Electronic 
Resources Center. Lisa received 
her bachelor’s degree in English 
and History from Rice in 1992 and 
completed her Ph.D. in English 
from the University of Virginia in 
2002.

David M. Bynog
Assistant Acquisitions Librarian

 dbynog@rice.edu

Dr. Rick Detwiler and Dr. Deanna 
Marcum, co-deans of the Frye 
Leadership Institute, present pin to 
participant Lisa Spiro (in center). 

▼

In the spring 2003 edition 
of News from Fondren the News from Fondren the News from Fondren
name of the Hutcheson 
family, donors of Civil War 
papers to the Woodson 
Research Center, was 
incorrectly spelled 
“Hutchinson.” The editor 
apologizes for the error.

OUR APOLOGIES

FRIENDS OF FONDREN 
LIBRARY

2003 BOOK SALE

OCTOBER 24-26
Grand Hall,

Rice Memorial Center, 
Rice University

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
5:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M.
Members’ Preview 
Sale & Reception

Open to Friends of Fondren 
members, Rice faculty 

and staff only

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
9:30 A.M.-5:30 P.M.
Open to the public

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
Open to the public

Hardbacks–$2
Paperbacks–50¢

Better Books–
Individually Priced
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Electronic Document 
Delivery is Here!
The Document Delivery 
Department of Fondren Library is 
now able to deliver most articles 
requested through Interlibrary 
Loan as PDF fi les accessible 
when you log on to your ILLiad when you log on to your ILLiad 
account. That means you’ll be 
able to view, download, or print 
your articles at your desktop from your articles at your desktop from 
any Web-accessible computer. 
And the Document Delivery staff And the Document Delivery staff 
will be able to forward the fi les to will be able to forward the fi les to 
your ILLiad folder as soon as they your ILLiad folder as soon as they 
reach our offi ce, eliminating the 
delays involved in processing and 
delivering paper copies.
      You’ll need Adobe Acrobat 
to view your articles. If you don’t 
already have Adobe Acrobat, you 
can download it for free at http:
//www.adobe.com/. To open 
articles, be sure to use the BLUE 
“Transaction #” option listed 
beside each item on the ILLiad 
listing under “View/Download 
Electronically Received Articles.” 
If you want to leave an item in 

the listing for a while after you’ve 
viewed it, just close the PDF fi le. viewed it, just close the PDF fi le. 
When you’ve fi nished with an When you’ve fi nished with an 
article entirely, delete it using the 
RED “Delete” button.
      Please note that, because of 
copyright restrictions, articles will 
be available on ILLiad for only 
thirty days from the date of fi rst 
posting. If you need to keep a 
copy, be sure to print or download 
one.
      To begin receiving your 
articles as PDFs, accept the “Yes” 
option to the “Preferred Electronic 
Delivery if Possible” box on the 
ILLiad registration form. (To 
register for ILLiad go to http://
illiad.rice.edu/illiad/illiad.dll). 
If you’re already registered, check 
your profi le to be sure you accept-your profi le to be sure you accept-
ed “Yes” for e-delivery. If you 
didn’t, make the change and save 
the modifi cation.
                                                           

Randy Tibbits
                    Document Delivery Team LeaderDocument Delivery Team Leader
                                              tibbits@rice.edutibbits@rice.edu

Sample page showing electronically received articles.

Did you Know?

Recent estimates place 
the “surface” (publicly 
available/searchable) Web at 
over two billion documents. 
But 
the “deep” Web–generally 
unavailable to search engines 
such as Google or Ask Jeeves–
is estimated at over 
fi fty billion documents. This 
“deep” Web includes databases, 
non-textual fi les (such as 
media or software), and 
documents in formats such 
as PDF. The indices and 
scholarly journals provided by 
Fondren Library get you into 
the deep end of the Web.

There were over sixty-three 
hundred reported attempts 
to ban books from U.S. 
libraries during the 1990s. 
Among the most commonly 
targeted authors were: Mark 
Twain, Maya Angelou, John 
Steinbeck, J. D. Salinger, 
Harper Lee, Kurt Vonnegut, 
and Aldous Huxley.

Fondren Library has joined 
the Digital Library Federation 
(http://www.diglib.org). The 
Digital Library Federation 
(DLF) is a consortium of 
libraries and related agencies 
that are pioneering the use 
of electronic-information 
technologies to extend their 
collections and services.
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In response to requests received 
in last year’s user survey, Fondren 
Library has established a small 
collection of recently published 
popular fi ction and nonfi ction 
books. This type of light reading 
collection has often been used 
by public libraries to supplement 
their permanent collections, and 
it is becoming increasingly popu-
lar with academic libraries as well.
      The books are rented by 
Fondren at a nominal fee from 
the book vendor McNaughton, 
but they are available to users at 
no charge. The core collection 
was initially established this past was initially established this past 
summer with 322 titles. Each 
month ten to fi fteen new titles 
can be added, and, periodically, 
less popular titles will be removed 
and returned to the vendor. This 
will keep the collection up-to-date will keep the collection up-to-date 
and at a relatively stable size.
      Jane Segal, the collec-
tion development librarian for 
English, is the chief selector for 
the project, but she also gets 
input from other library staff 
members. Selection guidelines 
for this collection are designed 
to maintain a balance among the 
various genres, although the titles various genres, although the titles 
offered tend to include more fi c-
tion than nonfi ction. The library 
also tries to avoid duplication 
with its permanent collection. with its permanent collection. 
However, if a title proves to be 
very popular, the library has the very popular, the library has the 
option to buy it for the perma-
nent collection at a very reduced 
rate. 
      Numerous responses on the 
recent user survey, especially 
from students, indicated a need 
for leisure reading materials. 
Although Fondren Library has Although Fondren Library has 
a large fi ction collection, the 
emphasis is on literature rather 

Come Browse Our New Leisure Reading 
Collection!

than light reading. (The periodi-
cals collection also contains few 
popular magazines other than 
news journals.) The leisure col-
lection was implemented, despite 
budget retrenchments, “because of 
user need and because it was very 
cheap fun,” says Segal. “During the 
Depression, people needed escape 
through movies and novels; we felt 
the same thing was needed here.” 
Under the present one-year trial 
plan, the library gets over three 
hundred titles a month for the cost 
of buying fi ve hardcover novels. 
After the fi rst year, the library will 
evaluate the project’s success and 
decide whether to continue it.

     The leisure 
collection is 
shelved on the 
south wall of 
the fi rst fl oor, 
near the new 
books area and 
the Current 
Periodicals stacks. 
(Ask at the 
Circulation Desk 
if you can’t fi nd 
it.) Leisure books 
can be checked 
out for four weeks 
but cannot be 
renewed. Users 
can view all the 
titles in the col-
lection online in 
WebCat by using 
the Power Search 
option, changing 
the location well 
to “LEISUREBKS” 
and leaving the 
rest of the form 
blank.    
     The Friends 
Fiction Collect-
ion, which is 
purchased with 

funds donated by the Friends of 
Fondren Library, is also still avail-
able near the entrance to the 
Current Periodicals area.

Alice Rhoades
Serials Catalog Librarian

alicer@rice.edu

Collection Development Librarian Jane Segal discusses 
current fi ction choices with Linguistics graduate student 
Caleb Everett. 
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In the spring of 2003 Fondren 
Library’s Exhibits and Events 
Committee inaugurated a new 
public lecture series with talks by 
mystery writers Steven Saylor and 
Patricia Wynn. The lectures, held 
in the Kyle Morrow Room of the 
library, were funded through the 
Robert Foster Cherry Endowment 
Reading Series. Steven Saylor, 
author of the highly acclaimed 
Roma Sub Rosa historical mystery 
series, kicked off the lectures on

March 5 with a talk entitled 
“The Long and Winding Road 
to Cleopatra: a Texan Writes 
About Murder and Mayhem in About Murder and Mayhem in 
Ancient Rome.” Saylor, a well-Ancient Rome.” Saylor, a well-
known expert on Roman life, has 
appeared in the documentary 
series “Ancient Rome: Story of 
an Empire,” which aired on the 
History Channel. Patricia Wynn, a 
1972 Rice graduate, followed on 
April 14, speaking on “The Birth April 14, speaking on “The Birth 
of Blue Satan: Writing Historical 
Fiction; or, What Can You Do 
with a Rice History Degree?” Ms. with a Rice History Degree?” Ms. 

New Lecture Series 
Inaugurated

Wynn’s most recent books, The 
Birth of Blue Satan and Birth of Blue Satan and Birth of Blue Satan The Spider’s 
Touch, are the fi rst volumes of 
a historical mystery series set in 
England in the early 1700s.  
     An ongoing program with 
two or three speakers per semes-
ter is planned. In fall 2003 Dean 
James, manager of the bookstore 
“Murder by the Book,” author, and 
Rice Ph.D., is scheduled to pres-
ent the fi rst lecture on October 
7. Also speaking on that program 
is Bill Crider, retired chairman 
of the English Department at 
Alvin Community College. Bill is 
a prolifi c writer, penning, among 
other things, three mystery series 
set in small-town Texas, science 
fi ction short stories and novels, 
children’s books, and a number 
of westerns. He co-wrote a mystery 
series with television weatherman 
Willard Scott and has collaborated 
with many other writers. During 
the next year the committee also 
hopes to bring to Rice the mys-
tery writers Jeff Abbott, another 
graduate of the Rice History 
Department, and Rick Riordan, 
who writes the Tres Navarre series 
set in San Antonio and Austin.
      The Robert Foster Cherry 
Endowment Fund, from which 
support was derived for these 
lectures, was established in 1983. 
The endowment provides funding 
for the acquisition of materials on 
American and European litera-
ture, with an emphasis on poetry. 
A percentage of the fund is avail-
able to sponsor literary readings or 
lectures by contemporary writers. 
Robert Cherry (1906-1988) was a 
member of the Rice Institute class 
of 1930 and later graduated from 
Baylor School.

Shirley Wetzel
Database Management Librarian

wetzel@rice.edu

Steven Saylor

INVENTORY 
PASSES ONE 
MILLION MARK

The Collection Manage-
ment Project inventoried 
its millionth volume in 
Fondren Library’s gen-
eral collection in mid-
September 2003. Inventory 
has been completed on the 
second and sixth fl oors and 
on the general collections 
shelved at the back of the 
fi rst fl oor, and it is nearing 
completion on the fourth 
fl oor and on the general 
collections shelved on the 
third fl oor. Work is ongoing 
in the basement and in the 
Woodson Research Center. 
Inventory of the collections 
shelved in the stadium 
storage area—an additional 
250,000 volumes—has also 
been completed.

The inventory project is 
allowing the library to dis-
cover and correct inaccura-
cies in our catalog records, 
as well as discover losses 
from the collection. This is 
a necessary prelude to the 
transfer of low-use items to 
the Library Service Center 
presently under construc-
tion; prior resolution of 
problems will expedite the 
smooth transfer of materials 
to that facility.     
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TECH WATCH: BLOGGING AND SCHOLARLY 
COMMUNICATIONS
From presidential candidates to 
dieters chronicling weight loss 
efforts, more and more people 
are “blogging.” Although the 
word “blog” may call to mind word “blog” may call to mind 
a swamp creature, it actually 
describes both (as a noun) an 
online journal (or Web log) and 
(as a verb) the act of building 
and maintaining such a journal. 
Estimates of the number of blogs 
range from several hundred 
thousand to several million.1
range from several hundred 

1
range from several hundred 

 The 
growth of blogs has been fueled 
in part by their ease of use and 
low cost, since all you really need 
to blog is an Internet connection. 
Dave Winer, one of the leaders 
in the development of blogs and 
a fellow at Harvard Law School’s 
Berkman Center for Internet & 
Society, defi nes blogs as “personal 
web publishing communities.”web publishing communities.”
      Just as desktop publishing 
made it possible for average folks 
to design their own newsletters 
and brochures, so blogging tech-
nology enables people to publish 
their musings online. Often blog-
gers will fi lter Web content by 
posting links to interesting Web 
pages and news articles and con-
tributing their own commentary. 
With some blogs, readers can add With some blogs, readers can add 
their own responses, fostering 
continued dialogue. These “per-
sonal publishing communities” 
themselves become part of larger 
virtual communities of the like-virtual communities of the like-
minded, as bloggers link to and 
comment on each other’s entries. 
In a sense, then, blogs support an 
informal sort of peer review, as 
especially compelling or provoca-
tive postings attract notice and 
help to shape discussion on a par-
ticular issue.2
help to shape discussion on a par-

2
help to shape discussion on a par-

  

ROLE OF BLOGS 
IN EDUCATION

Given that blogs 
make it easy to 
disseminate new 
information and 
facilitate discus-
sion, what might 
be their role 
in education? 
Increasingly 
teachers and 
researchers are 
fi nding blogs use-
ful for their work. 
Some professors 
are using blogs as a classroom 
management tool, posting assign-
ments, posing questions, and 
encouraging students to add their 
own commentary. 
      For instance, Matt Kirschenbaum 
at the University of Maryland uses 
his class blog to raise questions 
about the week’s reading and 
collect student reactions. Other 
instructors have assigned students 
to keep blogs rather than paper 
journals, since students feel more journals, since students feel more 
engaged and interact more with 
their peers when they publish their 
thoughts online. Blogs also can 
fuel classroom discussion by pro-
viding a fresh, dynamic source of viding a fresh, dynamic source of 
information about topics ranging 
from contemporary life in China 
to refl ections on September 11 to 
current scientifi c debates. Campus 
organizations such as the Rice 
Student Association (http://ricesa.
blogspot.com/) use blogs to make 
available new information to fellow 
students.  

CHANNEL FOR SCHOLARLY 
COMMUNICATIONS

Blogs also offer a new channel for 
scholarly communications. Rather 
than waiting months for an article 
to be published in a journal, 
scholars can write something that 
immediately circulates in the 
marketplace of ideas. Blogs also 
enable collaboration and consul-
tation, as they can discuss prob-
lems, exchange documents, and 
get feedback from peers in 
different locations.
      For some researchers, blogs 
offer a mechanism for giving 
current information about their 
research activities. For instance, 
Marek Behr of the Mechanical 
Engineering Department at 
Rice records both the process 
and products of his research in 
Computational Fluid Dynamics 
on his blog (http://manila.mems.
rice.edu/developer/). Some 
researchers use blogs to keep 
public reading journals; for 
instance, Esther MacCallum-
Stewart keeps some of her 
research notes for her thesis on 
World War I on her blogWorld War I on her blog “Break 

Blogger Home Page
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of the Day in the Trenches” (http:
//www.whatalovelywar.co.uk/war/
). For public intellectuals such 
as law professor Lawrence Lessig 
(http://www.lessig.org/blog/), 
blogs serve as an informal space 
for posting announcements and 
advancing arguments about cur-
rent affairs. Through blogs, schol-
ars can often reach a much wider 
audience than they could through 
a journal article or academic list-
serv. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
FORUM

In a larger sense, blogs can func-
tion as an open forum for con-
tinued education, as bloggers 
from a range of backgrounds 
collect information, write entries, 
and engage in debate. Chuck 
Olsen, who is working on his own 
“Open Source” documentary 
fi lm about blogging, explains 
the appeal: “Being a blogger has 
made me more observant and 
more informed. More than that, 
I feel connected and as though 
I’m tapped into something. I 
peer directly into others’ personal 

lives, sometimes seeing myself 
refl ected and resonating with that 
connection” (http://blogumentary.
org/). The sense of connection 
among bloggers is palpable, as 
they reveal details about their 
personal lives and make inside 
references to fellow bloggers. Yet 
some blogs can be narcissistic—or 
just plain dull—inventories of the 
mundane, rather than thoughtful 
meditations on signifi cant topics.
      Even if you are not interested 
in laboring over your own blog, 
the phenomenon is worth 
watching, if only to track intel-
lectual and social trends. The blog-
dex (http://blogdex.net/) lists 
popular blogs, claiming to identify 
“contagious information currently 
spreading in the weblog commu-
nity.” At 11:30 A.M. on September 
3, for instance, blogdex ranked 
the international distribution of 
wealth, George Bush’s 
psychology, and the likelihood of 
the earth being hit by an asteroid 
as leading topics of interest.

HOW TO SET UP A BLOG

So what is involved in setting up 
a blog? There are dozens of 
programs and services that you 
can use to create a blog, such 
as Moveable Type, BlogBuilder, 
and RadioUserland.  These offer 
a range of features, including 
design templates, spell checking, 
the ability to add images or allow 
readers to post comments, and so 
forth. 
      I decided to try out Blogger, 
one of the leading “blog service 
providers,” recently acquired by 
Google. Blogger allows you to 
build a blog for free, although 
“free” does come with a price of 
sorts—advertisements will appear 
at the top of your site. (For a fee, 
you can have an ad-free blog). 
Your blog can reside either in 
your own Web directory or on 
Blogger’s servers. 
      Creating the blog is easy. 
Within two or three minutes, I 
had given my blog a title, “Digital 
Media Digressions,” chosen to 
store it on Blogger’s servers, writ-
ten my fi rst blog, and published it 
to my own blogspace. But my feel-
ing of victory quickly dissipated 
when I realized that now I had to 
come up with something worth 
saying. Using technology to build 
a blog may be easy, but express-
ing yourself and fi nding an audi-
ence—that’s diffi cult and time 
consuming!

Lisa Spiro 
Director of the Electronic Text Center 

lspiro@rice.edu

1 Troy Dreir, “Blog On,” PC Magazine 
(September 2, 2003). http://www.
pcmag.com/artcle2/0,4149,1217252,00.asp 
(Visited September 2, 2003).

2 David Glenn, “Scholars Who Blog,” Chronicle 
of Higher Education (June 6, 2003). http://
chronicle.com/free/v49/i39/39a01401.htm 
(Visited September 2, 2003)

Lisa Spiro’s Completed Blog
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The Woodson Research Center 
(WRC) recently acquired four 
rare astronomy books, including 
Nicolaus Copernicus’s master-
piece, De Revolutionibus Orbium 
Coelestium, which marks the dawn 
of modern science. This volume 
is a second edition, published in 
Basel, Switzerland, in 1566. (The 
fi rst edition was published in 
1543.) 

Also acquired  were La 
Sfera del Mondo, by Alessandro 
Piccolomini, published in 1579; 
De Naturae Divinis CharacterismisDe Naturae Divinis Characterismis,
by Cornelius Gemma, 1575; and 
Tabulae Rudolphinae, by Johannes Tabulae Rudolphinae, by Johannes Tabulae Rudolphinae
Kepler, 1675. Piccolomini’s work 
has been called the fi rst hand-
book for stargazers; it introduced 
language to describe the heavens 
that is still used today. Gemma 
wrote about the nova of 1572, wrote about the nova of 1572, 
a comet that appeared in 1556, 
and other marvels of nature. The 
Kepler book is the fi rst English 
text of Kepler’s tables based on 
the laws of planetary motion.

 Although all the recent 
acquisitions are important to the 
history of astronomy, the three 
titles named above hold orbits 
of minor signifi cance around De 
Revolutionibus, the star of the col-
lection. De Revolutionibus used De Revolutionibus used De Revolutionibus
mathematics like an intellectual 
cue ball to sink the concept of an 
earth-centered universe into the 
corner pocket of dead ideas.

Albert Van Helden, Rice pro-
fessor emeritus of history, was 
instrumental in the acquisition of 
De Revolutionibus.De Revolutionibus. The provenance 
of the book traces back to the 
University of Chicago, which sold 
it at auction to Owen Gingerich.
Last fall Gingerich, one of two 
joint owners of the book and the joint owners of the book and the 
author of An Annotated Census 

Woodson Research Center Acquires Woodson Research Center Acquires 
Rare Works on Astronomy

of Copernicus’ De Revolutionibus, 
approached Van Helden, who now 
lives in the Netherlands. Gingerich 
wanted to place the book in an wanted to place the book in an 
academic library. Van Helden sug-
gested Rice, which houses in the 
Woodson Research Center a collec-Woodson Research Center a collec-
tion of rare books on astronomy, 
purchased through an endowment 
created by the Friends of Fondren 
Library.

“The 1566 edition is about 
as rare as the 1543 edition and 
highly sought after,” Van Helden 
said. “When it appeared in 1543, 

[De Revolutionibus] was something 
entirely new. What Copernicus 
did was to completely rework 
Ptolemy’s Almagest from a helio-Almagest from a helio-Almagest
centric point of view, justifi ed by 
a cosmological argument that 
the sun, not the earth, was the 
center of the universe.  To virtu-
ally everyone, this cosmological 
hypothesis was absurd, but the 
book was clearly the most impor-
tant astronomy treatise written 
since Ptolemy, and it could not be 
ignored.

The earth held sway 
in the center of the 
universe in this 
drawing from 
Gemma’s De 
Naturae Divinis 
Characterismis, 
1575.
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“Astronomers used its tech-
nical content, although they 
disagreed with the cosmological 
claim. The book became the basis 
for all reforms in astronomy after 
1543. Eventually, the heliocentric 
claim seemed less and less absurd, 
and so a revolution in astronomy 
got going that eventually was 
underpinned by a completely new 
physics—[Isaac] Newton.”

According to Van Helden, 
mathematics had a nebulous 
status in physics in the Middle 
Ages. It was clearly applicable to Ages. It was clearly applicable to 

problems in optics and astronomy, 
but it was not physics, because it 
did not deal with causes. “There 
was a disciplinary boundary, espe-was a disciplinary boundary, espe-
cially in universities, which said 
that technical astronomers could 
use any and all mathematical 
hypotheses and gimmicks to pre-
dict the future positions of the sun 
and moon,” but “only philosophers 
could speak about causes and 
make cosmological arguments.”

 Copernicus’s book started 
the breakdown of the boundary 
and so changed the social matrix 

of science. Physics slowly became 
mathematical, as shown by Sir 
Isaac Newton’s Principia, pub-
lished in 1687. (The Woodson 
Research Center owns a copy 
of this original edition, pub-
lished with the title Philosophiae 
naturalis principia mathematica, 
or “Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosophy.”) 

The WRC’s edition of De 
Revolutionibus is unusual for a Revolutionibus is unusual for a Revolutionibus
number of reasons. A binder 
never took a trimming knife to 
the book; thus, it retains the 
original size of 31.5 inches by 21.5 
inches with a deckle, or rough 
cut, edge. A private collector has 
the only other untrimmed second 
edition of De Revolutionibus with a De Revolutionibus with a De Revolutionibus
deckle edge. 

In the sixteenth century print-
ers did not usually bind books. 
A patron would buy the book A patron would buy the book 
from a printer and give the uncut 
sheets to a binder, who would cre-
ate a customized binding for the 
patron. Although the Woodson’s 
edition retains its original uncut 
size just as if it came fresh from 
the printer, it was later bound in 
the nineteenth century. The bind-
ing consists of quarter calf and 
marbled papers over boards. The 
spine has raised gilt bands with a 
red Morocco title label. Also on 
the spine in gilt lettering is an 
incorrect date: 1556. 

Philip MontgomeryPhilip Montgomery
Special Collections AssistantSpecial Collections Assistant

pmontgom@rice.edupmontgom@rice.edu

Page 1 of the 
1566 edition of 
Copernicus’s 
De Revolutionibus 
Orbium 
Coelestium.
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“The extreme stereotype of the dowdy 
librarian with hair in a bun, glasses, 
a companion cat, and a penchant for 
the quiet refuge of scholarship, will
soon give way to the new extreme of 
a hot, young infoseeker with an eth-
nic background who fi xes and fi nds 
digital things, creates and advises on 
electronic experiences, mediates at high 
vortexes, and crusades for the endan-
gered planet and a spiritual life.”
-Elizabeth Martinez, “The 
Education of Librarians: What is 
ALA’s Role?” ALA’s Role?” American Libraries, 
January 1997.January 1997.

Librarianship encompasses a 
much broader range of academic 
activity than the old-fashioned 
“gray-haired lady with bun” ste-
reotype might indicate. Librarians 
are at the forefront of many 
important issues, including copy-
right changes, development of 
online databases, creation and 
maintenance of Web searching 
resources, legislative lobbying 
for literacy, intellectual freedom, 
privacy, free public access to gov-
ernment information, and creat-
ing intellectual content through 
authoring articles, books, and 
electronic resources. A few of my 
colleagues at Fondren agreed to 
share some of their interests and 
pursuits to give a snapshot of our 
library’s involvement in the great-
er professional community.

ARCHAEOLOGYARCHAEOLOGY

Fondren Preservation Librarian 
Rita Marsales and Database 
Management Librarian Shirley 
Wetzel are active in the local Wetzel are active in the local 
archaeology community. Rita 
is a member of the American 
Institute of Archaeology and is 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Friends of Archaeology centered 
at the University of St. Thomas in 
Houston. Shirley is currently 

SERVICE ACTIVITIES OF LIBRARY STAFF MEMBERS 
EXTEND BEYOND FONDREN

cataloging the Friends of 
Archaeology Library using a cata-Archaeology Library using a cata-
loging system she developed. In 
1999 Rita and Shirley traveled with 
the Friends of Archaeology group 
to Turkey, going from Istanbul 
across the Black Sea and along 
the Mediterranean coast. Another 
adventure took them to Guatemala 
where they visited Utatlan, the where they visited Utatlan, the 
excavation site where Shirley 
worked as a graduate student. The worked as a graduate student. The 
group has also visited Peru and 
Mexico.

MUSIC

Keith Chapman, Fondren’s Music 
Catalog Librarian, serves as the 
music librarian for Opera in the 
Heights. In 2002 and 2003 Keith 
taught Introduction to Musicology 
at the University of Houston main 
campus as a guest lecturer. Music 
Librarian Mary Du Mont currently 
chairs the Reference Performance 
Subcommittee of the Music 
Library Association (MLA) and is 
on the Marketing Subcommittee. 

She is the incoming chair of 
the Texas Chapter of the Music 
Library Association.  Keith also 
serves on the MLA Reference 
Performance Subcommittee and 
is a member of the program 
committee for the Music OCLC 
(Online Computer Library 
Center) Users Group.

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS (GIS)

Lisa Sweeney, GIS/Data Center 
Director, is working with 
the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council (H-GAC) Geographic 
Data Committee (GDC) Aerial 
Photography Subcommittee 
on the next acquisition of high 
resolution aerial photography 
for Harris and surrounding 
counties. She is also involved 
with helping the H-GAC GDC with helping the H-GAC GDC 
organize and host Houston GIS 
Day. In addition, Lisa is working 
with TexasView, part of the U.S. with TexasView, part of the U.S. 
Geological Survey AmericaView 

Mary Du Mont, Alice Rhoades, and Keith Chapman plan a project.
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program, to promote remote 
sensing research through educa-
tion and improved access to data. 

PUBLISHING

Fondren Reference Librarians 
John Hunter and Bob Sabin John Hunter and Bob Sabin 
review books for Choice, a pub-Choice, a pub-Choice
lication of the Association for 
College and Research Libraries. 
An active member of the Western An active member of the Western 
Association of Map Librarians Association of Map Librarians 
(WAML), Lisa Sweeney edits 
the WAML Information Bulletin. 
Anna Youssefi , Reference and Anna Youssefi , Reference and 
Web Applications Librarian, Web Applications Librarian, 
writes book reviews for writes book reviews for Library 
JournalJournal. David Bynog, Assistant Journal. David Bynog, Assistant Journal
Acquisitions Librarian, recent-Acquisitions Librarian, recent-
ly published an essay titled 
“Competition in the Library” in 
the book Expectations of Librarians 
in the 21st

Expectations of Librarians 
st

Expectations of Librarians 
 Centuryst Centuryst , edited by 

Karl Bridges and published by 
Greenwood Press. Shirley Wetzel 
is a section editor and, with 
Fondren colleague Jane Segal, 
co-reviewer for the 
Anthropology and Ethnology Anthropology and Ethnology 
section of Texas Reference Sources, 
a supplement to the American 
Library Association’s Guide to 
Reference Books.  A writer herself, 
Shirley reviews mysteries for the 
online magazine Over My Dead 
Body.

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
AND EVALUATIONAND EVALUATION

H.W. Wilson Company (publishers)
invited Bob Sabin to sit on their 
Library Advisory Committee.  Bob 
and ten or twelve other librarians 
from around the country evalu-
ate new products before they are 
actually put into production by 
H.W. Wilson. Bob has also served 
on the Association of College and 
Research Libraries Science and 
Technology Section Committee 
on Subject and Bibliographic 
Access to Science Materials, which Access to Science Materials, which 
reviews and evaluates new elec-
tronic science and engineering 
databases.

LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS

Library associations offer many 
opportunities for committee 
involvement. David Bynog and 
Alice Rhoades, Serials Catalog Alice Rhoades, Serials Catalog 
Librarian, hold offi ces in the 
North American Serials Interest 
Group (NASIG). 
David is the 
2002/2003 chair 
of the Electronic
Communications 
Committee, and 
Alice is the chair Alice is the chair 
of the Bylaws 
Committee. 
David also over-
sees twenty-fi ve 
listservs and 
manages the full 
NASIG listserv 
for fourteen 
hundred mem-
bers. In 2002 
Shirley Wetzel 
was appointed was appointed 
to American 

Library Association President 
Mitch Freedman’s ALA 
Presidential Task Force for 
Better Salaries and Pay Equity 
for Library Workers. Collection 
Development Coordinator 
Elka Shlomo, one of Fondren’s 
many active American Library 
Association members, works Association members, works 
on the Reference and User 
Services Association Computer-
Based Methods and Resources 
Committee.

INTERNATIONAL 
INVOLVEMENT

International professional involve-
ment by Fondren staff has includ-
ed speaking roles at conferences, 
teaching and participating in 
seminars, and committee involve-
ment. Currently, Anna Youssefi  
is a member of the Library 
& Information Technology 
Association International Association International 
Relations Committee.  Shirley 
Wetzel is a member of the Wetzel is a member of the 
ALA International Relations ALA International Relations 
Roundtable and is writing stories 
for their publication.

Esther Crawford
Head of Government PublicationsHead of Government Publications

   and Microforms   and Microforms
crawford@rice.educrawford@rice.edu

Lisa Sweeney and Bob Sabin 
consult a reference work.

Elka Shlomo, Rita Marsales, and Shirley Wetzel 
confer in committee.



On May 27-31 Rice University hosted the third annual Joint Conference 
on Digital Libraries (JCDL 2003), sponsored by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers – Computer Society (IEEE-CS) 
and the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM). The conference 
focused on digital libraries and associated technical, practical, and social 
issues, such as sustainability, accessibility, information retrieval, and 
evaluation. Geneva Henry, Executive Director of Rice’s Digital Library 
Initiative, served as the general chair, while Cathy Marshall of Microsoft 
was the program chair. Three hundred twenty-one people, representing 
nineteen countries, attended the conference, which took place at the 
Shepherd School of Music.  
      James Boyle, law professor at Duke University and codirector of 
the Center for the Study of the Public Domain, kicked off the con-
ference with a lively and provocative keynote address 
on intellectual property law and restrictions on the 
public domain. Boyle presented a compelling argu-
ment for viewing the current copyright regime as 
overly restrictive, holding back the public exchange 
of information. Boyle described the efforts of the 
Creative Commons organization to promote clear, 
simple, machine-readable licenses that enable con-
tent creators to make material available and clearly 
designate certain restrictions (such as requiring attri-
bution or prohibiting commercial reuse). The clos-
ing keynote by Tom Moritz, Director of Library 
Services at the American Museum of Natural 
History, nicely complemented Boyle’s talk. 
Moritz addressed the importance of informa-
tion sharing and openness, particularly with 
digital information.
      The diverse program included over fi fty 
papers, forty posters, several panel discus-
sions, thirteen tutorials, and four workshops. 
Papers and posters examined new technologies 
and best practices in areas such as multimedia 
digital libraries, user interaction, classroom 
applications of digital libraries, and meta-
data. Conference attendees also had ample 
opportunities to meet with colleagues at social 
events, including a closing reception held at 
the Museum of Natural Science. Participants 
enjoyed a special planetarium show arranged 
by Pat Reiff of the Physics Department and dined 
among the jewels in the Gem and Mineral Room at 
the museum.

          Lisa Spiro
          Director of the Electronic Text Center
          lspiro@rice.edu
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Digital Libraries Conference
Provides food for thought

Owl constructed from CD-ROMs 
containing patent information, 
which have been made obsolete by 
DVDs. Located in the Government DVDs. Located in the Government 
Publications and Microforms 
Department.Department.
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SubjectSubject                                                                    Library SpecialistLibrary Specialist                                               Academic Department LiaisonAcademic Department Liaison

AnthropologyAnthropology                                                         Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)                             James FaubionJames Faubion

Architecture                                                           Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu)Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu)                        Spencer ParsonsSpencer Parsons

Art HistoryArt History                                                             Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu)Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu)                        Marcia Brennan

BiochemistryBiochemistry                                                          Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu)                        Wayne CampbellWayne Campbell

Biomedical EngineeringBiomedical Engineering                                       Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu)                        Charles Stewart

Chemical EngineeringChemical Engineering                                          Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu)                        Matteo PasqualiMatteo Pasquali

ChemistryChemistry                                                               Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu)                        Phil Brooks

Civil & Environmental EngineeringCivil & Environmental Engineering                        Esther Crawford(crawford@rice.edu)                   Pol SpanosPol Spanos

Classics                                                                    Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)                      Hilary MackieHilary Mackie

Computational & Applied MathematicsComputational & Applied Mathematics              John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)                      Mark Embre

Computer ScienceComputer Science                                                 John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)                      Moshe Vardi

Earth Science                                                         John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)                      William Leeman

Ecology & Evolutionary BiologyEcology & Evolutionary Biology                           Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu)                        Joan StrassmannJoan Strassmann

Economics                                                              Peggy Shaw (pshaw@rice.edu)Peggy Shaw (pshaw@rice.edu)                         Bryan BrownBryan Brown

Education                                                               Elka Shlomo (eshlomo@rice.edu)                   TBN

Electrical EngineeringElectrical Engineering                                          John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)                      Don H. JohnsonDon H. Johnson

EnglishEnglish                                                                    Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)                             Krista Comer

French                                                                    Sandi Edwards(edwards@rice.edu)                  Madeleine Alcover

German                                                                  Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)                      Harvey YunisHarvey Yunis

Hispanic StudiesHispanic Studies                                                    Samantha Hager (hager@rice.edu)Samantha Hager (hager@rice.edu)                 Rafael SalaberryRafael Salaberry

HistoryHistory                                                                    Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)                      Martin Wiener

KinesiologyKinesiology                                                             Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu)                        James DischJames Disch

LinguisticsLinguistics                                                              Sandi Edwards(edwards@rice.edu)                  Phillip DavisPhillip Davis

ManagementManagement                                                          Peggy Shaw (pshaw@rice.edu)Peggy Shaw (pshaw@rice.edu)                         TBN

Mathematics                                                           Debra Bailey (debrae@rice.edu)Debra Bailey (debrae@rice.edu)                      Frank JonesFrank Jones

Mechanical Engineering & Materials ScienceMechanical Engineering & Materials Science     John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu)                      Yildiz BayazitogluYildiz Bayazitoglu

Music                                                                      Mary Du Mont (mdumont@rice.edu)Mary Du Mont (mdumont@rice.edu)                   Bill BaileyBill Bailey

PhilosophyPhilosophy                                                              Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu)Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu)                       Rachel Zuckert

Physics/Space PhysicsPhysics/Space Physics                                           Debra Bailey (debrae@rice.edu)Debra Bailey (debrae@rice.edu)                      Patrick HartiganPatrick Hartigan

Political Science                                                     Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu)Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu)                       Gilbert Cuthbertson

PsychologyPsychology                                                              Elka Shlomo (eshlomo@rice.edu)                   Mickey QuinonesMickey Quinones

Religious StudiesReligious Studies                                                   Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)                             Matthias Henze

Slavic                                                                       Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)Anna Youssefi  (annay@rice.edu)                      Ewa ThompsonEwa Thompson

SociologySociology                                                                Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu)                             Elizabeth LongElizabeth Long

Statistics                                                                  Debra Bailey (debrae@rice.edu)Debra Bailey (debrae@rice.edu)                      Rudy GuerraRudy Guerra

Library Contacts for Special MaterialsLibrary Contacts for Special Materials

Archives & ManuscriptsArchives & Manuscripts                                         Kinga Perzynska (kingap@rice.edu)Kinga Perzynska (kingap@rice.edu)

Electronic Texts & ImagesElectronic Texts & Images                                    Lisa Spiro (lspiro@rice.edu)Lisa Spiro (lspiro@rice.edu)

Geographic Info Systems & Data SetsGeographic Info Systems & Data Sets                  Lisa Sweeney (sweeney@rice.edu)Lisa Sweeney (sweeney@rice.edu)

Government Publications                                     Esther Crawford(crawford@rice.edu)

                                                                                

LIBRARY LIAISONS
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RICE UNIVERSITY FONDREN LIBRARY

REGULAR HOURS
September 2, 2003–December 17, 2003

and
January 12, 2004–May 5, 2004

Open 24 hours, Sunday noon–Friday 10:00 P.M.
Saturday 9:00 A.M.–10:00 P.M.

Library hours are modifi ed during the following periods:

First Week of Classes & Labor Day                      Martin Luther King Weekend
Sunday, Aug. 24–Monday, Sept. 1                    Friday, Jan. 16–Monday, Jan. 19

Fall Midterm Recess                                             Spring Midterm Recess
Friday, Oct. 10–Sunday, Oct. 12                       Friday, Feb. 27–Saturday, Mar. 6

Thanksgiving Recess                                             Last Week of Classes—
Wednesday, Nov. 26–Friday, Nov. 28Wednesday, Nov. 26–Friday, Nov. 28                Commencement
                                                                            Friday, Apr. 23–Sunday, May 9
Final Exams and Holidays
Friday, Dec. 5–Sunday, Jan. 11

SUMMER HOURS
May 10, 2004–August 29, 2004

Monday–Thursday  7:00 A.M.–9:00 P.M.            Saturday  10:00 A.M.–6:00 P.M.
Friday  7:00 A.M.–6:00 P.M.                                 Sunday  1:00 P.M.–5:00 P.M.

(Closed Saturday–Monday, May 29-31, for Memorial Day)

Please call 713-348-4800 for information.  Library hours are subject to change.


