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Fondren Library has been provid-
ing online access to journals for
nearly five years. The number and
range of journals provided online
have gone from a handful of phys-
ics titles to several thousand jour-
nals covering all areas of inquiry.

WHAT WE ARE PROVIDING

Fondren Library currently
provides access for the
Rice community to over
fifteen thousand journals
in online form. Most of
these titles are available only
because library staff mem-
bers have made specific ar-
rangements to provide the

access; few journals, either of re-
search or general interest, are
freely available to everyone who
has Internet access. The arrange-

ments required to provide access
always include reviewing and agree-
ing to comply with licensing terms,
completing a registration process
with the publisher and/or third-
party host, and (in 95 to 97 percent
of instances) paying additional fees
beyond those for the paper sub-
scription to secure online access.

Fondren Library’s online jour-
nal collection is distributed across
a variety of interfaces or hosts. No
single hosting site includes all jour-
nals. When there is a choice of
host, decisions are based on a vari-
ety of factors, including fast and
reliable response time; enhanced
features, such as the user’s ability

to request tables of contents by e-
mail or to e-mail articles; and the
ability to link into the online jour-
nal from other library tools (e.g.,
the major literature indexes, such
as Compendex or Current Contents).
The library’s collection also reflects
its participation in several library
consortia: for example, the state-
wide Texshare consortia added
over ten thousand online titles in
2001. Although these are not al-
ways high-end research titles, usage
statistics indicate that they are see-
ing definite use here at Rice.

THE DOLLAR FACTOR

As always, the issue of charges or
fees is unavoidable when we look
for journals to take online. Librar-
ians have been expressing concern
for years over the rising costs of
academic library materials. The ex-
hibits given here reflect only a few
examples of the costs of scholarly
journals. Online access to journals
has not contained these costs; the
base/paper subscription costs con-
tinue to inflate at rates exceeding
the general cost of inflation.
Online access requires a supple-
mental charge to the base/paper
subscription of anywhere from 5 to
23 percent. Last year Fondren Li-
brary spent over $1 million to pro-
vide access to journals, indexes,

ELECTRONIC JOURNAL COLLECTION
GROWS IN IMPORTANCE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Toyota Civic 2002
$13,010

Journal of Applied
Polymer Science, 2002
(paper & online)
$13,120
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and other resources online.
Several of the largest sci-

ence/technology publishers
are beginning to offer the op-
tion of subscribing to their
journals in online form only,
with a lower total charge than
the combined paper and
online costs. When determin-
ing Fondren Library’s materi-
als budget increase for 2004,
the university factored a lesser
increase, projecting that we
would be moving several major
journal publishers to online
access only. Over the next year
Fondren Library’s staff will be
discussing dropping “duplicate
paper subscriptions” with fac-
ulty. The only other option to
avoid budget shortfalls will be
to cancel unique titles and,
thereby, reduce the total infor-
mation universe immediately
available on campus.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM

HERE?

The simple answer is that we
must continue to increase the
number and range of journals
available online. Faculty and
students are vocal in support-
ing the ease (and often in-
creased functionality) of schol-
arly literature online. The major
issues are:

• Availability – A notable
number of journals are not
yet published in electronic
form.  There is a marked
distinction by discipline.

• Access – We continue
to work toward making
online material more
findable and promote

linkages between research
tools. As noted above, it is
not true that the content of
proprietary publications
(scholarly and general
interest) is accessible
through any free Web
search engine.

Access to scholarly
research information is,
therefore, still dependent
upon the traditional “li-
brary” techniques. When a

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 faculty member has a
citation (from a print source
or from an e-mail message
from a colleague), he needs
a quick path to that “known
item.” The library catalog
may still be the best way to
connect to Theoretical
Computer Science, now online.
When a student is looking
for the latest research on
fullerenes in Current Con-
tents, she can immediately
link to the full text of an
article from the online
Journal of Materials Chemistry.

• Terms – We continue
to negotiate arrangements
that provide the greatest
benefits for our finite
library budgets and which
are most sensitive to the
needs and constraints of an
academic community.
These negotiations are
conducted one-on-one with
publishers, as well as
through consortial efforts
where the combined
purchasing power and
prestige of member institu-
tions carry greater weight.

Again, the simple goal is to
provide online, ready access to
all of Fondren Library’s journal
literature. In reality, it will be

some time before such a goal can
be achieved. We look forward to
working with the Rice community
to improve your access to informa-
tion whenever and wherever you
need it.

Kerry Keck
Assistant University Librarian,

Collections
keckker@rice.edu

Round trip,
Houston -
New York,
Continental
(2 first class)
$4,700

Journal
of the American
Chemical Society,
2002 (paper &online)
$4,668

Tiffany’s Aquamarine
and Diamond Earrings
$4,300

Theoretical
Computer Science, 2002
(paper & online)
$4,908
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Kinga Perzynska has just joined
Fondren’s staff as Director of
Special Collections. Kinga is
originally from Poznan, Poland,
where she received an
M.L.S.(focusing on special collec-
tions and rare books) from Adam
Mickiewicz University. After her
graduation in 1976, Kinga was
offered a position as an Assistant
Professor in the Adam Mickiewicz
University’s School of Library and
Information Science, where she
taught courses in library science
through 1983.  Since moving to the
United States in 1984, Kinga has
taught a course in family history at
St. Edward’s University in Austin
and a graduate course in the
management of archival records at
Southwest Texas State University in
San Marcos.

Prior to accepting the position
at Rice, Kinga was Archives Direc-
tor at the Catholic Archives of
Texas in Austin. There she was
responsible for all administrative
activities, maintenance and acquisi-
tion of archival collections, and
public access to archival records.
She implemented an automation
and archival description network
system and was involved in creative
outreach and fund-raising activities
for the Catholic Archives. During
her tenure at the Catholic Archives
Kinga authored and edited numer-
ous publications, including:

• “Access Strategies for Catholic
Records: Catholic Archives of
Texas and Recovery of Texas
History.” The Catholic Social Science
Review 1 (1996).
• “Catholic Archives of Texas:
Sense and Sensibility of Catholic

History Preservation and Re-
search.” US Catholic Historian 16,
no. 1 (1998).
• Guide to the Records of the Texas
Catholic Conference, Austin, 1998.
(editor).
• Guide to the Spanish and Mexican
Manuscript Collection at the Catholic
Archives of Texas, Austin, 1994.
(editor).
• Thesaurus of Catholic Diocesan
Terms, Association of Catholic
Diocesan Archivists, 2000. (co-
compiler).

Kinga is a certified member of
the Society of American Archivists’
Academy of Certified Archivists
and an active member of the
archives community. In 1993 she
prepared a grant proposal and
received funding from the Na-
tional Archives’ National Publica-
tions and Records Commission to
preserve, describe, and provide
automated access to the Spanish
and Mexican Manuscript Collec-
tion, 1519-1890, at the Catholic
Archives of Texas. In 1996 she
received a grant from the Scanlan
Foundation in Houston to pre-
serve, describe, and publish a
guide to the Texas Catholic Con-
ference Records, 1963-1995. Both
projects were directed by her.

Recently Kinga worked as a
consultant with The ARK (Ar-
chives, Records, and Resource
Management for Nonprofit
Organizations) on two projects.
The first project, for the archives
and records of the Mexican
American Cultural Center in San
Antonio, involved a survey, inven-
tory, and classification of the
center’s archival materials and

preparation of a report with
recommendations for the future.
The second project involved
preparation of the exhibition area
of the Heritage Center of the
Congregation of the Sisters of
Charity of the Incarnate Word in
Houston.

In 1996 Kinga received the
Carlos Eduardo Castañeda Award
from the Texas Catholic Historical
Society in recognition and appre-
ciation of her service and support
of the society. Certificates of
Recognition of Dedication to the
Archival Profession from the
Society of American Archivists were
awarded in 1998 and 1999. The
Society of Southwest Archivists and
the Society of American Archivists
have recognized Kinga’s contribu-
tion to the field of religious ar-
chives by granting her the Sr. M.
Claude Lane Award.

Kinga is excited about joining
the Rice community and looks

NEW DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS JOINS STAFF

Kinga Perzynska

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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forward to working again in
academia.  She plans to build on the
existing rich resources in Fondren
Library’s Woodson Research Center
and hopes to maintain the strong
partnerships that exist between
Woodson and the rest of the Rice
academic community, as well as the
local, national, and international
community. Kinga wants to “bring
the idea of the modern world to the
special collections and university
archives to meet the present-day
electronic challenges” and is count-
ing on strong cooperation between
Woodson, the library, and the Rice
administration to “develop a greater
consciousness of archives as an
integral part of university administra-
tion.” She believes that use of mod-
ern technologies will help to fully
present Rice University’s rich special
collections to the world.

Kinga has already established
connections in the Houston archival
community and expects to be an
active member of the Association of
Houston Archivists. She recently
became a member of the Board for
the Texas Chapter of the Kosciuszko
Foundation, dedicated to promoting
educational and cultural exchanges
between the United States and
Poland and increasing American
understanding of Polish culture and
history. Kinga hopes to help the local
chapter organize cultural, social, and
educational events for the Polish-
American community in the Hous-
ton area.

Esther Crawford
Head of Government Publications

and Microforms
crawford@rice.edu

Fondren Library has joined the other members
of the Greater Western Library Alliance in a
project to maintain online access to our Wiley
Press journals. An additional benefit: Rice now
has online access to all Wiley journals.
Subscriptions for these 240 additional journals
would cost over $250,000 if obtained through
regular channels.

SciFinder Scholar accounts now are available to
current Rice faculty, students, and staff.  SciFinder
is the new online interface for searching the full
Chemical Abstracts database.

Page images of books published from 1475 to
1700 are available online through Early English
Books Online. The EEBO database springs from
the large microfilm collection of original texts
cited in bibliographies by Pollard & Redgrave
(known to scholars as the Short Title Catalog) and
Wing, plus texts from The Thomason Tracts.
Future development of EEBO, which Fondren
Library is supporting, will make the texts
searchable.

The Electronic Text Center now has a color
printer available to the public. Because of the
high cost of printing supplies, the cost will be
twenty-five cents per page for color copies and
ten cents for black and white copies.

DID you KNOW  . . .

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Fondren Library, like many other buildings on
campus, has evolved since its dedication in 1949. The
ever-changing nature of academia, student life, and
technology has left its mark on the physical space of

THE CHANGING FACE OF FONDREN LIBRARY:
THEN AND NOW

the library. Digging into the vault of Fondren’s
archives we uncovered a number of retrospective
views of the library over the years, which are con-
trasted with views of the library as it appears now.

David M. Bynog
Assistant Acquisitions Librarian

dbynog@rice.edu

Then: When you entered the library
around 1970, you faced the circulation
desk, with the card catalog immediately
to the right.

Then: Previously, the south side of the library
(next to the Humanities Building) housed the Science
Reading Room.

Now: The Periodicals Room and Reserve presently
occupy this space.

Now: In 2002 the rotunda is opposite
the entry of the library, with the
Reference Desk and the online catalogs
to the right.

The circulation desk has been moved
to the left of the rotunda. Scott Gilbert
helps Veronica Huitrado.



NEWS from FONDREN   6

Then: Shelves
of books, some

in wooden
stacks, stretch

into the
distance.

Then: The Woodson Research
Center (WRC), home to the
university’s archives and the
library’s special collections, had
much room for expansion when it
opened in 1969.

Then: Pictured here is an early view of the comfortable reading area in the Music and Fine Arts
Room, located on the third floor.

Now: The WRC uses some of the former reading
area to house new collections and work spaces.

Sharon Link, Archives Assistant, is seen at work
on an archival collection.

Now: In 2002 the Alice Pratt
Brown Fine Arts Library, housing

music, art, and architecture
materials, occupies the same area

shown below. Master’s student
Ginger Neff  finds this a congenial

study space.

Now:  Stacks are primarily constructed of steel
nowadays, but the vista is the same.
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Then: When the library opened, carrels for study were spread throughout the building.

Then: The third-floor lecture lounge, shown as it appeared
around 1950, was a popular gathering place.

Now: The same
area, renamed
the Kyle Morrow
Room, is used
for a variety of
library and
campus-wide
functions.

Now: The design of carrels hasn’t
changed much.



NEWS from FONDREN   8

LIBRARY WEB SITE TAKES ON NEW LOOK
On the morning of November 6,
2001, Fondren Library debuted its
new Web site, with a totally new
graphic design and substantially
reorganized content. Going live
with the new site was the result of
many hours of effort on the part of
the Fondren Web Advisory Group,
composed of library staff members,
as well as of other staff who worked
on the project.

In redesigning the site, many
aspects of Web site development
and management were considered:
content, organization, navigation,
graphical design, technical stan-
dards, and editorial policies. Infor-
mation was solicited about four
academic library Web sites at other

institutions, and usability testing of
the old Web site was carried out.
Based on the results of the testing,
the structure of the new home
page was formulated and an orga-
nization and navigational design
established for the rest of the site.
The graphic design was created by
James Sulak (student assistant,
Electronic Text Center), with the
participation of staff member Erin
McAfee (User Services) and stu-
dent assistants Mia McKeehan and
Jerry Vera (Electronic Text Center).

After the organizational, navi-
gational, and graphical designs
were in hand, the migration of old
content to the new Web site was
planned and carried out. The new

Web site has 1391 HTML pages
(not including the 3975 HTML
pages of the Sound Reserves
project). Each of these pages was
either migrated from the old de-
sign to the new or created using
the new design. In the future, a
content management plan will be
created and instituted,  technical
standards will be finalized and
implemented, and pages will be
generated on-the-fly from data-
bases where appropriate.

For questions about the Web
site, contact Library System Pro-
grammer/Analyst Chuck Bearden
at 713-348-3634 or
cbearden@rice.edu.

Then: The Technical
Services Department of
the library, pictured here
in the late 1960s or early
1970s, was located at the
back of the first floor. In
the foreground are rows of
files (called a Kardex)
used for recording the
receipt of each issue of the
library’s journals.

Now: Stacks occupy the back of the first floor, where the
Technical Services Department was previously located.

Now: Today the Technical Services
Department is located in the basement.
Kim Williams and Marsha Carlberg,
Serials Receivers, are shown receiving
journal issues online. After receipt,
current issue information is
immediately available to the public.
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Attendance at the Sheafor-Lindsay Digital Library Symposium, held at
Rice University on December 11, 2001, was evidence of the interest en-
gendered by this cutting-edge technology. The meeting was sponsored by
the Computer and Information Technology Institute, the Department of
Computer Science, and the Office of the Vice President for Information
Technology. The day-long symposium focused on topics such as digital
library system architectures and search technologies and featured leading
researchers and practitioners from across the country.

Dan Greenstein, director of the Digital Library Federation, gave the
opening keynote address, “Next Generation Digital Libraries,” identifying
challenges that academic and research libraries will face over the next
decade. Other morning presentations focused on information retrieval.
Bruce Schatz, Director of the Community Architectures for Network In-
formation Systems (CANIS) Laboratory at the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign, spoke on “Concepts Across the Interspace: Informa-
tion Infrastructure for Community Knowledge,” emphasizing the need
for concept navigation across community spaces and the use of semantic
indexing. In a presentation entitled “From Classic Information Retrieval
to Web Search and Beyond” Andrei Broder, Vice President for Research
and Chief Scientist at Alta Vista Company, discussed some of the differ-
ences between these search techniques. Lunchtime speaker Michael
Lesk, Division Director for the National Science Foundation’s Informa-
tion and Intelligent Systems, told how online information is changing
research and scholarship.

In the afternoon the focus switched to digital library architectures.
Robert Wilensky, Professor in the University of California Berkeley’s
Computer Science Division and School of Information Management
and Systems, spoke on the UC Berkeley Digital Library Project and
new developments in browser technology and image retrieval. Reagan
Moore, Associate Director for Data Intensive Computing at the San
Diego Supercomputer Center, discussed “Digital Libraries, Data Grids,
and Persistent Archives.” Brewster Kahle, co-founder, President, and
CEO of Alexa Internet and founder of The Internet Archive, gave the
closing keynote address, a thought-provoking examination of the
roles, rights, and responsibilities of information institutions in provid-
ing public access to digital materials.

With the proliferation of electronic information and the rise of in-
terdisciplinary research have come the need to organize, find, and
manage information and to provide seamless access to scholarly mate-
rial, regardless of physical format or subject area. To that end, the
Sheafor-Lindsay Digital Library Symposium offered an opportunity to
explore the latest trends in information retrieval and information
management architectures.

Alice Rhoades
Serials Catalog Librarian

alicer@rice.edu

DIGITAL LIBRARY SYMPOSIUM
DRAWS GOOD CROWD

Fondren Library’s Document
Delivery Department is now
installing ILLiad software.
ILLiad automates many as-
pects of the document deliv-
ery process and will result
both in improved services to
Rice students, faculty, and
staff and in more efficient
processing of requests. The
department expects the sys-
tem to be fully operational
and available to all library us-
ers by late spring.

ILL staff are designing
Web pages that ILL and
Fondren Express users can
utilize to request documents
online. The request will be
sent to the ILLiad software
immediately, and it will then
be ready for processing.
ILLiad will improve commu-
nications between staff and
users by making it easier for
the department to send e-
mail notices, but it will also
allow users to check the sta-
tus of their requests online at
any time of the day or night.

A feature of ILLiad that
should prove to be very popu-
lar is the electronic delivery
option.  Many of the docu-
ments that are borrowed
from other libraries are deliv-
ered to Fondren Library elec-
tronically, and ILLiad will al-
low these documents to be
electronically forwarded di-
rectly to the user.

INTERLIBARY

LOAN/FONDREN

EXPRESS UPGRADE

COMING!!



NEWS from FONDREN   10

Library users are often surprised to
learn that Fondren Library has
more microforms (2,771,861) than
print volumes (2,192,312). The
Government Publications and Mi-
croforms department houses over
four million titles in its microform
collection. Accessing this
wealth of information can
be a rather daunting task,
but librarians in this de-
partment stand ready to as-
sist in locating materials.
The main source of infor-
mation on the library’s mi-
croform holdings is Libris,
Fondren’s online catalog,
but extensive guides are
also available for many mi-
croform sets.

Scholars in every field of
study will find materials
of interest in micro-format. A few
examples are noted below.

SCIENCE/ENGINEERING

Topics in the sciences are well
covered by the library's micro-
form collections. The ASTM Stan-
dards collection (Microfiche
TA401 .A64) is often a valuable
resource for engineers. For cur-
rent research, students can con-
sult the Technical Papers published
by the Society of Petroleum Engi-
neers (Microfiche TN860 .S66
A27) and presented at their nu-
merous conferences and work-
shops. Researchers interested in
the medical sciences can access
the Annals of the Royal College of
Physicians, 1518-1915 (Microfiche
R35 .R495 A5).

CAN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEED?
CHECK THE LIBRARY’S MICROFORM COLLECTION

Science and history researchers
alike will find a wealth of primary
source material in Renaissance
Man: The Reconstructed Libraries of
European Scholars, 1450-1700 (Mi-
crofilm AC1 .R46). The Renais-
sance Man collection begins with

the library of John Dee, a six-
teenth-century English scholar
who amassed the largest library in
England collected by one man.
Guided by a surviving copy of his
library's catalog, this collection at-
tempts to gather and re-create
Dee's library of medical, scien-
tific, and alchemical books and
manuscripts. Other scholars' li-
braries will be reproduced on mi-
crofilm in the future.

Do you need to see a facsimile of
Copernicus' De revolutionibus
orbium coelestium from 1543? How
about Antoine Lavoisier's Traité
élémentaire de chimie from 1789
(shortly before he was beheaded
during the French Revolution)?
You will find these items and
more in the Landmarks of Science
collection, a second major re-

source for primary source materi-
als. This collection is divided into
three parts: Landmarks of Science
(Microprint Q111 .L3), Land-
marks II: Journals (Microfilm Q111
.L32), and Landmarks II: Mono-
graphs (Microfiche Q111 .L33).

HUMANITIES

The Nineteenth Century: the
Visual Arts and Architec-
ture: Specialist Collection
(Microfiche N25 .N56)
consists of resources se-
lected from the British Li-
brary and the National
Art Library at the Victoria
and Albert Museum.
Items include design and
decorative arts, sculpture
and monumental art,
painting and graphic arts,

photography, exhibitions, and
gallery collections.

Selected Americana from Sabin’s Dic-
tionary (Microfiche E12 .L68)
contains early Texas, California,
and Pacific Coast materials; Span-
ish American imprints; and Na-
tive American language materials.
The collection is immense, with
over 100,000 titles in microfiche.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Papers of the NAACP (Microfilm
E185.61 .P37) contains papers,
speeches, conference records,
and special reports of the NAACP
from 1900 to the1960s. Materials
in this set include the anti-lynch-
ing campaign, residential segrega-
tion information, Scottsboro case
information, and much more.
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Southern Women and Their Families
in the 19th Century (Microfilm
HQ1418 .S686) is a collection of
primary resources from archives
and libraries around the United
States. Diaries, letters, and papers
make up this excellent set of re-
sources in women’s history.

PERIODICALS/NEWSPAPERS

From newspapers to
newsmagazines, newsletters to
journals, the Government Publi-
cations and Microforms depart-
ment contains a wealth of peri-

LIBRARY SURVEYS USERS
As part of ongoing planning efforts, the Fondren Library
conducted a survey in November and December of
2001. The opinions and comments of our primary users
are critical in planning new
services and will give us bet-
ter insight into how well the
library is serving the Rice
community. The survey was
designed to give us a snap-
shot of the way users per-
ceive the library's collections,
space, staff, and services.

The survey was avail-
able in both online and
print versions; 496 re-
sponses were received in
print and 341 online. Ap-
proximately 6,000 surveys
were distributed, giving a
response rate of 14 per-
cent. Engineering and Hu-
manities tied for the largest number of responses.
Comments were written on almost half of the sur-

odicals for use in all types of re-
search. In addition to a com-
plete run of the Houston
Chronicle (Microfilm AN2 .H8
C5), the department also holds
full runs of the Houston Post (Mi-
crofilm AN2 .H8 P6) and the
New Orleans Times-Picayune (Mi-
crofilm AN2 .N35 T42). If your
research is international in
scope, the department holds
titles such as Pravda (Moscow)
(Microfilm AN70 .P7), the Times
(London) (Microfilm AN3 .T5),
and the Guardian (Manchester)
(Microfilm AN3 .G8).

Look for a microforms display on
the first floor of Fondren Library
in March. For further assistance
please contact the Government
Publications and Microforms de-
partment at 713-348-5483 or
govhelp@rice.edu.

Denise Arial
Government Information

Librarian
darial@rice.edu

Lee Hilyer
Interlibrary Loan Librarian

lhilyer@rice.edu

veys. Data analysis was scheduled for January and
February; after trends are determined from the
data, focus groups will be held. The focus groups

will be conducted to ex-
plore in greater detail
specific areas of the sur-
vey where users ex-
pressed concerns and
also to determine inter-
est in developing new
services. More informa-
tion about the survey re-
sults will be available on
the library's Web site in
the spring, as well as in
the next issue of the
News from Fondren.

Sara Lowman
Director of Fondren Library

and
Associate University Librarian

lowman@rice.edu

The Library Survey Committee (Denise Arial, Sara
Lowman, Mary Bixby, Debra Ellett, Damon Camille)
deposits completed surveys in collection boxes.
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Two of Fondren Library’s chief
goals are to “support the schol-
arly work of the faculty and
students of Rice University” and
to “develop information services
that anticipate the changing
expectations of our users and
strengthen public information
literacy.” To meet these goals,
the library participates in
several national nonprofit
organizations that address the
rising cost of information,
promote best practices in
librarianship and information
management, and stimulate
innovations in scholarly commu-
nications. Five leading organiza-
tions—ARL, CLIR, CNI,
NINCH, and SPARC—are
profiled here. For a complete
listing of Fondren’s member-
ships and affiliations, please see
http://www.rice.edu/fondren/
info/memberships.html. To
find out what all the acronyms
mean, read on.

ASSOCIATION OF RESEARCH

LIBRARIES (ARL)
http://arl.cni.org/

ARL, a coalition of over 120
leading research libraries, aims to
“shape and influence forces

affecting the future
of research libraries
in the process of
scholarly communi-
cation.” In part, ARL
serves as a resource
for managers by

developing new models for
library services and scholarly
communications and by provid-
ing professional training. ARL
advocates for fair approaches to
intellectual property, promotes

SUPPORTING SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATIONS
policies to ensure cost-effective
access to information, creates
measurement and evaluation
tools, and develops strategies for
addressing problems such as
library staffing and preservation.
ARL also sponsors two projects
that are discussed in greater
detail below: CNI and SPARC.

COALITION FOR NETWORKED

INFORMATION (CNI)
http://www.cni.org/

CNI aims to improve scholar-
ship and intellectual productiv-
ity by harnessing the transfor-
mative potential of networked

information
technology.
Currently CNI
focuses on three
themes: “Develop-

ing and Managing Networked
Information Content,” “Trans-
forming Organizations, Profes-
sions, and Individuals,” and
“Building Technology, Stan-
dards, and Infrastructure.” In
collaboration with CLIR,
NINCH, and other organiza-
tions, CNI researches issues
such as digital preservation and
the development of large-scale
data archives, facilitates collabo-
rations among librarians and
information technologists, and
provides leadership on techni-
cal standards.

COUNCIL ON LIBRARY AND

INFORMATION RESOURCES (CLIR)
 http://www.clir.org/

Just as the National Academy
brings together experts to study
and report on key problems in

science, technology, and na-
tional policy, so CLIR provides
guidance on essential issues in
scholarly communi-
cations. What are
the best ways to
ensure the preser-
vation of both
analogue and
digital scholarly
resources? What do scholars
need to do their work effec-
tively? How can the value and
cost of information be calcu-
lated? How can digital libraries
help to organize and provide
access to information in innova-
tive ways? How can the rising
generation of librarians and
information specialists be
prepared for leadership posi-
tions? By convening panels of
specialists, sponsoring confer-
ences and projects, and issuing
studies focused on timely
problems, CLIR helps libraries
make informed decisions about
their current and future activi-
ties. Recent reports include
Scholarly Work in the Humanities
and the Evolving Information
Environment; The Evidence in
Hand: Report of the Task Force on
the Artifact in Library Collections;
and Strategies for Building Digi-
tized Collections.

NATIONAL INITIATIVE FOR A
NETWORKED CULTURAL HERITAGE

(NINCH)
http://www.ninch.org/

The President’s Information
Technology Advisory Committee
(PITAC) report (1999) presents
a bold vision for transforming
the way we deal with informa-
tion: “An individual can access,

http://library.rice.edu/about/admin_org/membership-affiliations
http://library.rice.edu/about/admin_org/membership-affiliations
http://www.arl.org/
http://www.cni.org/
http://www.clir.org/
http://www.ninch.org/
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query, or print any book, maga-
zine, newspaper, video, data
item, or reference document in
any language by simply clicking
a mouse, touching a computer
screen, talking to a computer,
or blinking
an eye.
Individuals
can easily
select
among modes of presentation:
data, text, images, or audio.”
NINCH is working toward
realizing that vision, at least in
the realm of cultural heritage
and humanities resources such
as rare archival images, museum
artifacts, clips from classic films,
manuscripts documenting
important cultural moments,
and innovative projects that
provide new ways to interact
with cultural information.

Building a coali-
tion of libraries,
scholarly groups,
cultural organizations,
and museums, NINCH provides
leadership and promotes shared
interests in the development of
the digital environment.
NINCH is encouraging the
sustainability and usability of
digital information by publish-
ing a Guide to Good Practice in the
Digital Representation and Man-
agement of Cultural Heritage
Materials, stimulating greater
awareness of intellectual prop-
erty concerns in scholarly
communications by sponsoring
a series of Copyright Town
Meetings (one of which was
hosted at Rice in 2001), and
fostering collaborations among
computer scientists and human-
ists through a conference to be

held at Rice in the fall of 2002.
In addition, NINCH is develop-
ing an international database of
digital humanities projects
(which Rice is helping to cre-
ate). Charles Henry, Vice
President and CIO at Rice, has
been active in NINCH since its
inception and will serve as its
president beginning in 2003.

THE SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING

AND ACADEMIC RESOURCES

CONSORTIUM (SPARC)
http://www.arl.org/sparc/

Oriented around the motto
“Returning science to the
scientists,” SPARC attempts to
remedy the high cost of and
diminished access to scholarly
information by developing new
models for publication. Uniting
libraries, research institutions,

and scholarly
organizations,
SPARC pro-
motes a more

competitive marketplace in
which journals are priced more
fairly and publishers are more
geared toward consumer needs.
SPARC encourages the use of
electronic technologies to
reduce costs and increase access
to scholarly information, and it
supports publishing ventures
that promise to disseminate
research to a wide audience.

Lisa Spiro
Director of the Electronic Text Center

lspiro@rice.edu

MILESTONE
REACHED BY
COLLECTION
MANAGEMENT
PROJECT
With the completion in fall
2001 of the barcoding of
volumes in the general
stacks, Fondren Library’s
Collection Management
Project, begun in 1998,
passed another milestone.
Because online item records
for barcoded volumes are
helpful both for inventory
control and for showing us-
ers an item’s location and
availability, the barcoding
project has been expanded
to include volumes in Gov-
ernment Publications and
the Woodson Research Cen-
ter. Barcoding in Govern-
ment Publications has be-
gun, and work in Woodson
should begin in the summer
of 2002. Barcoding and in-
ventory of the library’s stor-
age area continues, with
about three-fourths of that
task completed. Inventory
of Fondren Library’s gen-
eral collections is scheduled
to begin in spring 2002. In-
ventory allows the library to
discover inaccuracies in its
records, as well as losses
from the collection.

http://www.arl.org/sparc/
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 In his massive Cahiers the great
French poet Paul Valery collected
numerous sketches and fragmen-
tary ideas for projected stories and
essays, the majority of which were
never completed. One such story,
tentatively titled "Le tour de
magie," concerns the ancient li-
brary in Alexandria. The narrator,
something of an early efficiency
expert, is summoned by the Head
Librarian. It seems
that the staff (proto-
catalogers, Ur-refer-
ence personnel, and
others) have fallen
under the spell of
the material they
should properly be
processing and, in
thrall to the various
Muses, have turned
instead to compos-
ing works of their
own: lyric poems,
songs, dances, mosa-
ics, and tapestries.
The Head Librarian
regards this phe-
nomenon as simple
cause and effect:
reading leads to scribbling, musi-
cal notation leads to noise and
movement, and, libraries being li-
braries, this simply will not do!
The narrator’s solution is to fire
the lot of them and hire only work-
ers who are illiterate and, thus, im-
mune to the infectious peril of
written words.

Valery was so fond of this idea
that he mentioned it in a letter to
André Gide, who replied, in typical
misanthropic fashion, "You’ve made
me think twice about libraries!  Till
now I’d envisioned them as havens
for the eccentrics and the wounded

THE MUSES AT FONDREN:
ARTISTIC PURSUITS OF LIBRARY STAFF

ones, for dreamers, lunatics, and
cranks." The reality, for those staff
members of a creative bent, seems
to be less dramatic and considerably
more practical.

JORGE CAVAZOS

For Jorge Cavazos (SIRSI Database
Analyst) the Music Library has
proved particularly important be-
cause of the wealth of its resources,

as has the opportunity to meet and
work with fellow musicians. Jorge
has been singing for ten years now,
with a stylistic preference for op-
era, art songs, and Latino songs.
He began studying music during
his last year in high school. Upon
graduation, he enrolled in the
Houston Community College Sys-
tem before being accepted into
the National Conservatory of Mu-
sic in Mexico City, one of twenty-
two applicants selected out of a
field of over six hundred. Awarded
a scholarship to St. Thomas Uni-
versity, he is currently finishing a

degree in music, with a major in
Vocal Performance. In Houston he
has performed with Opera-To-Go,
Opera in the Heights, and at the
Main Street Theater. Along with
his studies and library responsibili-
ties, Jorge began giving lessons a
year ago, specializing in vocal pro-
duction. He also manages to find
time to write Latino pop music.

DIANE HILBERT

Diane Hilbert (User
Services Associate)
is an orchestral
trumpet player. She
received a B.A. in
Performance from
the Shepherd
School of Music at
Rice and M.M. de-
grees in Trumpet
Performance and
Orchestral Conduct-
ing from Sam Hous-
ton State University.
She is currently
nearing completion
of her D.M.A. at the
University of Hous-
ton, with a doctor-

ate in Trumpet Performance and a
minor in Orchestral Conducting.
Over the years Diane has given pri-
vate lessons to junior and senior
high school students, has been
full-time conductor with the
Huntsville Youth Orchestra and
guest conductor with various en-
sembles, and has also played with
both the Houston Symphony and
the Houston Grand Opera. This
spring Diane intends to audition
for both the Atlanta Symphony
and the Richmond Symphony.
Along with an orchestral job, she
hopes eventually to teach music at

Anthony Narkin, Diane Hilbert, and Scott Gilbert listen as Jorge Cavazos
(second from left) relates an onstage experience.
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the college level.
Working nights at the library’s

Circulation Desk has given Diane
the freedom to attend classes dur-
ing the day, as well as pursue her
extracurricular musical
interests. She also
notes that the library
privileges provided to
Rice staff are more
generous than those
she receives as a doc-
toral student.

CHRIS WINDHAM

Chris Windham (In-
formation Technology
Microcomputer LAN
Specialist) is the bass
guitarist with Inhab-
ited, a band which
plays alternative Chris-
tian rock. Chris has
been involved in mu-
sic for nearly twenty-
five years, beginning
with piano and mov-
ing to upright double bass while
in junior high. At his father’s
prodding, Chris acquired a fretless
Fender Precision electric bass dur-
ing high school. He played double
bass in college and on into gradu-
ate school, hoping to find a job in
a symphony orchestra following
graduation. However, his love of
rock and roll led to a turn in musi-
cal direction. Chris describes his
personal style as combining ele-
ments of both rock and funk, the
latter of prime importance, as one
of his musical inspirations is the
virtuoso jazz and funk bassist Vic-
tor Wooten.

As a musician in both the clas-
sical and popular worlds, Chris is
proud of such achievements as
playing at the 1986 World Expo in
Vancouver, Canada, touring Eu-
rope with the North Carolina
School of the Arts in the summer
of 1996, and the recording of a CD

with a previous band, Less Than
Seven. This past November he did
some further recording at well-
known Sugar Hill and Ardent Stu-
dios. His band continues to per-

form around town regularly. Chris
feels one of the rewards of working
at Fondren has been his exposure
to a wider variety of musical styles
and artists than he might normally
have taken note of.

KEITH CHAPMAN

Keith Chapman (Music Catalog
Librarian) began taking piano les-
sons at the age of five and a half
while his family lived in Germany.
After joining the choir in high
school he became hooked on sing-
ing, and he has been accompany-
ing singers on the piano ever
since. During his freshman year at
North Texas he attended the Op-
era Department’s production of
Dialogues of the Carmelites, by
Francis Poulenc, which he regards
as the defining moment in his de-
sire to accompany opera.

When he began working at
Fondren Library, Keith was study-

ing for his Master’s degree in Pi-
ano at the Shepherd School of
Music. While working at the li-
brary, he has been able to con-
tinue his freelance work as an ac-

companist and
considers himself
lucky to have worked
with a number of fine
choral organizations
in Houston. For sev-
eral years Keith was
also employed by the
vocal department of
the High School for
the Performing and
Visual Arts. He served
as accompanist for the
Houston Boychoir
(formerly the Singing
Boys of Houston) and,
in this position,
crossed two oceans on
tours to Poland in
1989 and to Taiwan in
1994. In between, the
group traveled and

performed in Santa Fe, on the
steps of the Capitol in Washing-
ton, D.C., and in several other
states. For the past several years,
he has been working for Opera in
the Heights, first as their re-
hearsal/performance pianist and
now as assistant conductor for the
company, thus fulfilling his under-
graduate dream.

A few years ago Keith decided
to return to graduate school for
an M.L.S. This has led him back to
college music in an instructional
capacity. He is presently teaching
the graduate Introduction to Mu-
sicology course at the University of
Houston (main campus).

JIUN KUO

Jiun Kuo (Head of Cataloging)
learned to play the guitar and key-
boards in high school, primarily
playing folk and pop music. In ad-

Chris Windham, Jiun Kuo, and Robert Estep show off their
instruments, while Keith Chapman (on the right) is limited to a

replica of a keyboard.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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dition, Jiun is an exquisite vocalist,
specializing in traditional Chinese
folk songs, as well as more contem-
porary pop songs, with a particular
affinity for complex harmonies
and duets. Three and a half years
ago she began taking violin les-
sons. She has always loved the in-
strument but had never thought
about actually learning to play.
Jiun says, "Although I always en-
joyed the sound of the violin, I
never realized the complexity in-
volved in playing this instrument.
After all, there are only four short
strings to worry about; how hard
could it be? Boy, was I wrong." She
still wonders how her family made
it through the first months and
notes that, whenever it was time
for her to practice, everybody
seemed to disappear. Jiun no
longer takes lessons but enjoys
playing short and fun duets with
her younger daughter. She has be-
come a knowledgeable enthusiast
of the classical violin repertoire
and is especially fond of the work
of the Russian violinist David
Oistrakh. Her ultimate goal is to
play in some sort of amateur
group when she retires. As to the
Fondren environment, Jiun says,
"Being so close to a good music
library and music school has defi-
nitely had a lot to do with my ad-
venture."

JOHN FERRO

John Ferro (Manager of Library
Systems) is a classical guitarist who
has played for years, as well as an
amateur luthier. He had always
wanted a concert-quality hand-
made guitar but couldn’t justify
spending upwards of $10,000,
given what he modestly describes
as his limited talent in playing. A
few years ago he began research-
ing the art of guitar construction,
thus combining his musical abili-

ties and a life-
long interest
in creating
things. His re-
search paid
off: he has re-
cently finished
work on his
tenth guitar,
designed and
built entirely
from scratch.
Although he
has sold sev-
eral of his in-
struments, the
economic re-
wards are not
a primary
goal; rather,
he stresses the
sheer enjoy-
ment in the process of creation.
Working at the library has af-
forded him access to information
that he is certain he would never
have been able to find had he
been employed elsewhere.

ALICE RHOADES

Alice Rhoades (Serials Catalog Li-
brarian) technically began her ca-
reer as an actor with a landmark
performance as Mother Duck in
her second grade’s class play. She
received her undergraduate de-
gree in theater and worked in act-
ing and related backstage activities
for ten years or so, until she de-
cided to return to school and be-
come a librarian. She has contin-
ued doing theater since that time.

Like most actors, Alice consid-
ers her specialty to be whatever
role she gets. She has done every-
thing from Shakespeare to Neil
Simon to children’s theater. She
cites as notable roles those of Lady
Macbeth ("because it’s Lady
Macbeth!"), Claire in Friedrich
Durrenmatt’s The Visit ("because it
was my first leading role"), Meg in

Brigadoon ("because it was my first
musical, and I had always thought
I couldn’t sing"), the Chicken in
Humpty Dumpty ("because it was
my first role in New York City"),
and Mrs. Erlynne in Oscar Wilde’s
Lady Windermere’s Fan ("because I
was overjoyed to find out I could
still be cast as the femme fatale
after turning forty"). Although her
commitments to library confer-
ences and other obligations have
prevented her from fully explor-
ing the possibilities of the Hous-
ton theater scene since relocating
here, Alice is hoping to perform
in more plays in the not-too-dis-
tant future.

JET PRENDEVILLE

Jet Prendeville (Art/Architecture
Librarian) is typically modest re-
garding her creative endeavors.
Her interest in art began in child-
hood, and anyone who has had
the pleasure of discussing art,
whether it be the world of antiq-
uity, the Renaissance, or the very
latest trends, is aware that Jet is a
font of knowledge, who neverthe-

John Ferro holds one of his hand-made guitars for Jet
Prendeville and Alice Rhoades to inspect.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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less carries her erudition with a
graceful, light touch. She began
working in both photography and
watercolors in the 1970s, primarily
for her own enjoyment, although
she has given away some of her
works to friends. To enlarge upon
her technical abilities she has
taken classes in Chinese brush
painting, offered through the
university’s Continuing Education
Department.

ERIN MCAFEE

Erin McAfee (User Ser-
vices Associate) attended
the High School for the
Performing and Visual
Arts, drawn there by a
natural affinity for various
visual media. After high
school, she lived on the
island of Crete for a pe-
riod; during that time her
interests focused primarily
on life drawing and paint-
ing. Back in Houston, she
studied painting at the
University of Houston
with both Gael Stack and
Derek Bosier and
printmaking with Liz
Ward. Erin was nominated
by the faculty for a schol-
arship to attend Yale University’s
Summer School of Music and Art
and was one of twenty-six students
accepted from an international
field of several hundred.

Following graduation Erin
rented an art studio in downtown
Houston, a space where she con-
tinues to work. The artists who
have studios in the same ware-
house put on a group show each
year (one is planned for March),
and both the size and quality of
their works have attracted thou-
sands of interested viewers to the
event. An important element of
their collective philosophy is to
have an alternative space for artists

who do not want gallery represen-
tation; the owners of the ware-
house do not share in the profits
from the sale of individual art-
works. Erin finds the environment
of Fondren Library to be one
which is naturally supportive of
creativity. As she notes, "Research-
ers, like artists, need imagination
and perseverance."

BARBARA KILE

Barbara Kile (Special Collections
Program Coordinator) has had a

lifelong interest in the creation of
art from fiber, beginning at the
age of twelve when she began sew-
ing and making most of her own
clothes. In addition to her work
with fiber, she began taking jewelry
classes and working with metal af-
ter she moved to Houston. Barbara
classifies her works as "wearable
art" in a contemporary style. She
has exhibited in juried shows at
the Houston Museum of Fine Arts’
Glassell School, Fiber Artists of
Houston, Texas Federation of Fi-
ber Artists, and the Arts Alliance
Center at Clear Lake. At Fabric of
Our Cultures in Victoria, Texas,
she won first- and second-place

awards in the weaving category for
pieces woven from metal and fiber.

The Fondren Library environ-
ment has been important in
Barbara’s artistic life, not least be-
cause of the immediacy with which
inspiration can be received or re-
search rewarded. As she notes, "In-
spiration can come from the casual
flipping through of a new book or
periodical or more formal study of
the work of someone else . . .
Whenever I become involved in a
new technique or am inspired by a

particular artist I like to do as
much research as possible."
She finds that the constant
contact with new ideas from
colleagues and library users
has also been a beneficial re-
source for her art.

SCOTT GILBERT

Scott Gilbert (User Services
Associate) has recently re-
turned to the Circulation De-
partment after a sojourn away
from the groves of academe
working as a Web designer.
Well-known as a cartoonist
and a fixture for some years
in the pages of the late, la-
mented Public News, as well as
the Houston Press, Scott has

had a collection of his work pub-
lished by Apeshot Studios Press
under the title Its All True!  His
drawings combine brooding atmo-
spherics and an often startling
delicacy of expression and are no-
table for their delayed-reaction
and Pynchonesque humor.
Samples of Scott’s work can be
viewed on his Web site at http://
www.apeshot.com.

TONY NARKIN

Database Management Associate
Tony Narkin’s love for the arts be-
gan in his childhood, when he was
exposed to them through the

Barbara Kile, wearing some of her fiber art, chats
with Erin McAfee.
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venue of the church. Through his
early experiences, he was led to
learn more about statuary, paint-
ing, and architecture, as well as
Gregorian chant and the later
forms of sacred music. From these
beginnings the horizons expanded
to include an awareness of
the domestic arts (the
decorative arts in particu-
lar), as well as numismat-
ics,  typography, and
bookbinding, among
other things.

Tony first visited
Fondren Library in 1972
and was delighted with
the relatively easy access
to a collection as rich as
the one he found. He
eventually decided to
supplement his living as
an antique and art dealer
by accepting employment
at the library. Since then
he has continued to learn
about and enjoy his cho-
sen passions. Among
many serendipitous mo-
ments, one he especially
remembers is the time he
discovered proof of his
assignment of period to an early
Netherlandish candlestick by spot-
ting a pair identical to it in a paint-
ing executed in 1527 and repro-
duced in one of the many art
books being processed in Techni-
cal Services. In addition to Tony’s
talents as an art historian, he also
plays the harpsichord. Once again,
it was the resources of the Fine
Arts Library which enabled him to
make a selection of the harpsi-
chord which he presently owns.

ANNA YOUSSEFI

Anna Youssefi (Humanities Librar-
ian) made her first artistic explora-
tions in high school, primarily in

the medium of photography. De-
spite the fact that her fellow stu-
dents were impressed by her ven-
tures into drawing and painting,
she found herself intimidated by
her sister (the family artist) and
her sororal attempts at discourage-
ment. In college Anna worked on

her own in charcoal and pastels,
with an occasional foray into the
three-dimensional world. Since
moving to Houston she has been
trying to get comfortable with oil
paint as well. Anna paints on wood
rather than canvas, largely because
wood is cheaper. She typically
works from photographs, either
pictures she has taken herself or
old family photos which are espe-
cially striking, and is mostly drawn
to human faces and their variety of
expression. She describes her work
as representational, although not
strictly realistic in terms of color or
background.

Although Anna is self-taught,

she has taken a number of classes
at the Glassell School which, while
consisting of required or funda-
mental courses, were helpful in
forcing her to branch out from
those areas of interest which came
most naturally to her. While she
lived in Providence, Rhode Island,

Anna exhibited four pas-
tels in a local café. These
portraits generated a fair
amount of attention, in-
cluding that of a couple
of patrons interested in
purchasing them. Anna
intends to continue pur-
suing her artistic inter-
ests, although she notes
that finding sufficient
time is at present her
largest obstacle.

HELEN GIBBS

Helen Gibbs (Records
Specialist) began writing
poetry at the age of six-
teen. She has had a num-
ber of her poems selected
for anthologies of South-
ern women writers, in-
cluding a collection en-
titled "Patent Leather
Lines." Now she writes

mostly mysteries and short stories.
She has also taught creative writing
and is currently working on a mys-
tery novel that deals with an apart-
ment owner and the murder of a
renter.

ALEXIS LATNER

Alexis Latner (User Services Asso-
ciate) is well established as a writer
of science fiction and has had nu-
merous stories and novelettes pub-
lished in a wide variety of venues
over the years.  Among her works
are "Glorystar" (1990), "Listening-
Glass" (1991), "A Pillar Of Stars By
Night" (1996), and "Cloud Sky
City" (2000). In fall 2001 Alexis

Anna Youssefi, Alexis Latner, and Helen Gibbs discuss
writing and art.
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taught a class on Introduction to
Writing Science Fiction for
Rice’s School of Continuing
Studies. Given her focus on sci-
ence fiction, Alexis’s recent ex-
cursions into flying reveal a pen-
chant for truly in-depth research.

ROBERT ESTEP

My own artistic interests have
been along the bifurcated path
of music and writing.  I bought
my first electric guitar for the
princely sum of $23 when I was
fourteen and joined my first
band two months later. I at-
tended high school in Washing-
ton, D.C., and played in a pro-
miscuously large number of
bands in the city, as well as in
neighboring Virginia and Mary-
land, where we were called upon
now and then to be the support-
ing band for such headliners as
Traffic, Procol Harum, and The
Band. I began writing songs
about this time, primarily be-
cause it was easier than learning
other people’s material.

A seminal moment in my life
occurred during my freshman
year at UT Austin, when I met
Sterling Morrison, on the faculty
of the English Department, but
more importantly, a founding
member of the Velvet Under-
ground. Our friendship endured
until his untimely death twenty-
five years later. Sterling was, and
remains, something of an ethical
ideal for me, fusing a love of the
experimental with a solid
grounding in both rock and roll
and literature. While at UT I won
several essay contests and pub-
lished a handful of bad poems in
various short-lived magazines.

From the early 1980s
through the mid-90s I played in
a number of Houston bands
(Frayed Minks, Fab Motion, and

Sons of Dada, among others).
Following one performance I
was invited by Ronnie Lane
(former member of the British
group The Faces) to assemble
and rehearse a band to back him
up for a filmed concert in Aus-
tin, an event which commemo-
rated one of his last appearances
before his death from multiple
sclerosis. Mysteriously, I was
twice nominated as Best Electric
Guitarist and Best Original
Songwriter in the Public News
Reader’s Poll. I have continued
to involve myself in the record-
ing projects of friends. My final
public appearance was a classy
one, being the privilege of ac-
companying Jiun Kuo at one of
her concerts.

I currently have two novels in
the hands of an agent, who occa-
sionally informs me of their lei-
surely progress from one unin-
terested publisher to another,
and have recently completed a
third, which I have set aside in a
trunk to ferment. I have rhapso-
dized on more than one occa-
sion on my good fortune in
working in Technical Services
and particularly in the position
of Copy Cataloger, both for the
nature of the work itself and for
the daily interactions with my
excellent co-workers. My only
quibble, from an artistic point of
view, is that, given my chameleon
(or magpie) tendencies, the
hourly arrival of new books on
every conceivable subject has too
often led me from the straight-
and-narrow of the project at
hand into the shadowy under-
growth of new possibilities.

Robert Estep
Copy Cataloger
estep@rice.edu

The Educational
Technology Research and
Assessment Cooperative
(ETRAC), a new group at
Rice formed to study
information technology’s
impact on the university,
received a $30,000 grant
from Microsoft
Corporation to fund its
study on “Establishing a
Baseline in Learning
Science and Technology in
U.S. Universities.” Building
on recognized work it has
already performed in
identifying and assessing
current research in
educational technology,
ETRAC will analyze
emerging trends, provide a
valid baseline for research,
and make preliminary
recommendations for
future R&D efforts.
ETRAC is coordinated by
Lisa Spiro, director of the
Electronic Text Center at
Fondren Library; its Web
site is: http://
antioch.rice.edu/etrac/
index.html.

GRANT
RECEIVED
FOR
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
STUDY

http://antioch.rice.edu/etrac/index.html
http://antioch.rice.edu/etrac/index.html
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION

FY99 FY01
COLLECTIONS
Volumes in Library: 2,067,848 2,192,312
Volumes Added During Year: 66,174 58,947
Current Serials: 15,347 28,758
Microforms: 2,650,878  2,771,861
Government Documents
    (Uncataloged):  298,732 55,920
Computer Files: 8,232 11,313
Manuscripts and Archives
    (Linear Feet): 4,716 4,999
Cartographic Materials: 25,763  26,669
Audio Materials:  28,238  32,370
Graphic Materials: 27,704 27,767
Films and Videos: 5,443 7,299

CIRCULATIONS (Excluding Reserves)       370,028 209,168

INTERLIBRARY LOANS
Requests to Loan Materials:  9,297 12,044
Requests to Borrow Materials: 7,690 9,917


