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Fondren Master Plan Study Continues

from the library and Facilities and
Engineering, to discuss the preliminary
findings and get recommendations for the
next phase of planning. Issues under
discussion include the size of the needed
additional space and the constraints of the
site; the acceptable percentage of
collections that can be remotely housed;
the level of technological enhancement in
the new structure; and the relationship of
this project to the new humanities building
planned for the south side of Fondren
Library.

Government Publications and Microforms
Department Sports a New Look

Summer 1998 brought many
changes to the Government Publica-
tions and Microforms Department. To
help locate service areas and provide
reference assistance, users will now
find an information desk right inside
the door. Much of the paper collection
(books with call numbers beginning
with K) was moved to the first floor to
make room for construction of a new
GIS/Data Center. Staff shifted the rest

Charles Henry
Vice Provost and University Librarian
chhenry@rice.edu

of the paper documents collection to
one side of the department. Microfilm
and microfiche cabinets now extend
along the back wall, and a quiet,
darkened viewing area will aid
microform users. The Department’s
Web site (http://riceinfo.rice.edu/
Fondren/Gov_docs/ ) also received a
facelift, with improved access to
electronic government information
products.

During the summer the library
planning architects, Geoffrey Freeman
and Wendell Wickerham of Shepley
Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott in
Boston, met several times with library
administrators and members of Rice’s
Facilities and Engineering department to
calculate preliminary square footage
requirements for the new addition and
renovation program for Fondren Library.
The numbers are currently being refined
but are consonant with other, similar
projects in the United States. The library
expansion project at Dartmouth College
is probably the closest in scope and scale.

In mid-August, the architects met
with Provost David Auston and Vice
President Dean Currie, along with a team

In September and October another
series of meetings with the planning
architects was scheduled. During this
time a local firm was to be hired to
estimate the costs of the various
construction options. A meeting of the
University Library Committee with the
architects was also planned. The
committee has been charged with
assisting in the library planning process
and will participate actively in the design
and construction phases of the project as
well.

http://library.rice.edu/collections/government-information/federal/government-subject-collection-listings
http://library.rice.edu/collections/government-information/federal/government-subject-collection-listings
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A library working group, consisting
of Milton Figg (project coordinator),
Esther Crawford, Sandi Edwards, Lee
Hilyer, Kerry Keck, Jiun Kuo, Janice
Lindquist, Jane Segal, and Peggy Shaw,
has  been established to seek faculty
involvement in the project.  Library
subject selectors would welcome input on
current and future material needs of both
faculty and students, as well as
recommendations for the eleven serial
titles to which we must subscribe. Titles
should be unique to the project and should
not yet have been selected by other
participating members.

If you have comments or questions
regarding  the project, please contact
Milton Figg (extension 2350) or your
library subject selector.  For additional
information, see the URL for the
Association of Research Libraries <http://
arl.cni.org/collect/grp/index.html#ladp>.

Milton Figg
Humanities Librarian
mfigg@rice.edu

Library Joins Latin Americanist Research Resources Project

The increasing interest in Latin
American studies at Rice University has
led Fondren Library to join the Latin
Americanist Research Resources Project.
The overall purpose of this project is to
acquire Latin American research materials
through the cooperative collection
development efforts of member libraries.
Members include libraries with both large
and small Latin American collections.
All member libraries are committed to
providing immediate access to Latin
American materials through interlibrary
loan to participating libraries.

 The project is jointly sponsored by
the Association of Research Libraries
(ARL),  the Association of American
Universities (AAU), and the Seminar on
the Acquisition of Latin American
Library Materials (SALALM). Special
funding is received from the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation. The initial project,
which began in 1995, now includes thirty-
nine ARL libraries from across the United
States.

There are four collecting components
for the project: (1) serials, (2) government
documents, (3) nongovernmental
organization publications (relating to
gender, indigenous groups, and economic
transformation), and (4) monographs.  All
publications are to be chosen from titles
issued in Argentina, Brazil, or Mexico.

Fondren Library is initially
committed to participate in the project
through September 1999. Our focus will
be on serials. The library has agreed to
spend $3,000 in subscribing to at least
eleven serial titles published in Argentina,
Brazil, or Mexico. In addition, the library
will provide table of contents information,
retroactive to 1990 if available, to the
project database located at the University
of Texas <http://Lanic.utexas.edu/project/
arl>. As the project progresses, the project
database will provide an easy means of
searching the tables of contents for over
350 journal titles.
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GIS/Data Center Opens

This fall a new GIS/Data Center
opens its doors for users.  Located in
Fondren Library’s Government
Publications and Microforms department,
the center is expected to be fully
operational in October. Creation of this
new area allows the library to provide
greater service and more equipment for
GIS and data projects at Rice.

A GIS, or Geographic Information
System, is used for handling maps,
usually on computers. These maps might
be represented as several different
thematic layers of information, with each
layer holding data about a particular kind
of feature, such as rivers, lakes, countries,
or cities. Each feature is linked to a
position on the graphical image of a map.

Various data from government
agencies and other sources can be plugged
into these maps and represented visually.
For example, a GIS could be used to
create a project which tracks the bald
eagle population in the United States over
the last ten years by state. One layer
would contain an outline of the United
States. The second and third layers would
show rivers and lakes in the United
States. Another layer would display the
sightings of bald eagles ten years ago by
displaying each state in a gradation of a
color. A fifth layer would reflect bald
eagle populations by state ten years later.
Further data such as weather patterns,
human population, and land development
could be added to show their effects on
the eagle population. Almost any data that
can be represented by color, gradations of
color, or symbol can be used in a GIS.
Thematic layers can be turned on and off
individually to analyze data in a variety of
ways.

Persons using data in the social
sciences, environmental sciences,
business, and architecture subject areas
will find GIS applications particularly
useful.  Users may collect the data
themselves or may obtain data from other
sources.  The library receives much

government data on CD-ROM and in
print, and other data is available free
through the World Wide Web.  An
additional source of data for Rice users is
the ICPSR (Inter-University Consortium
for Political and Social Research), of
which Rice is a member.

Funding for creation of the center
was made possible by the generous
donation made last fall by the Hobby
Foundation.  While most of these funds
are slated for a major expansion of the
library, a portion was allocated for the
immediate construction of this new area.

The GIS/Data Center will provide a
central campus location for GIS and data
consultation and education.  It will be
equipped with GIS software and
supporting hardware, including Windows
NT workstations, Macintosh computers,
ArcView and MapInfo software, data
resources, print and digital map resources,
and plotter and ink jet printers. These
services are intended primarily for the
Rice University community.

To allow users to work on GIS
applications outside the center, additional
ArcView licenses have been purchased
for the Windows 95/98/NT, Macintosh,
and Unix platforms.  These licenses have
been mounted on the campus key Mac
and PC servers.  For additional
information on accessing this software or
for other issues, please contact the GIS/
Data Center.  The center’s Web site is
http://www.rice.edu/GDC. Users can
contact the GIS/Data Librarian, Doralyn
H. Edwards, at (713) 737-5691 or
doralyn@rice.edu.

Doralyn H. Edwards
GIS/Data Librarian
doralyn@rice.edu

GIS/Data Librarian Doralyn Edwards
works with Alexander Byrd, Research
Scholar in the History Department

An image of Harris County showing the percentage of households with
renters in 1990, using ArcView GIS.

http://library.rice.edu/services/gdc/the-gis-data-center/?searchterm=GIS
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In February 1998 a Collection
Management Project Team (CoMPT) was
formed to help prepare Fondren Library’s
collections for a future move to a new
facility.  The team, consisting of co-chairs
Elizabeth Baber and Robert Sabin and
members Edward Bergin, Joe Hatfield,
Fannie Haynes, and Rita Marsales, was
charged with:

1) shifting Fondren’s collections
to relieve overcrowding in
some areas of the stacks and
shelfreading to ensure that
volumes are shelved in proper
call number order;

2) barcoding and inventorying
Fondren’s collections; and

3) weeding, barcoding,
inventorying, and providing
better access to materials in the
storage location.

Shifting the Collection

One of the first steps CoMPT
undertook was a count of full and empty
shelving on all floors in order to assess
the space problem. The team found that
room for growth of the collections was
very limited, even with the addition of
shelving in the back of the first floor
(where the reference collection had
previously been) and in some regained
areas of the basement.  However, relief
had to be given in stack areas where the
shelves were completely full and many
volumes had been put into overflow
shelving.

To make room for planned
renovations of the Government
Publications and Microforms area, it was
necessary to move all books classified in
K (law) to the general stacks.  The only
place where there was room to move
these volumes was the back of the first
floor. To make a logical grouping, the Js
(political science) and Ls (education)
were also moved to the first floor. The
remainder of this space was utilized for
the Cs (history of civilization,
archaeology, genealogy, biography, etc.).

Collection Management Project Looks Toward New Facility

This small call number class was chosen
on a pragmatic basis because it was the
right size to utilize the space still
available on the first floor and because it
would help to relieve crowding on the
fourth floor. Atlases were also moved
from the Government Publications area
and shelved either in the general stacks
or, if oversize, at the back of the first
floor.

With the completion of the first floor
shift, shifting of the basement was
undertaken. The QKs (botany) were
moved from the second floor to the
basement, and the rest of the collection
was reshelved to allow, insofar as
possible, expansion space for about three
years.

Shifting of the third floor was seen as
the next logical step. Plans include
shifting the social sciences classes HS
through HX from the fourth floor to the
front part of the third floor (i.e., the area
vacated by the Js and Ls). The language
and literature collections in P through
PR5299 can then be shifted forward.
Finally, part or all of the remainder of

English literature (PR5300+) will be
moved from the second floor to the back
of the third floor. Shifts of floors two and
four will follow as soon as practical.

Storage and Weeding Plans

With an estimated five years until a
new building addition is available, space
must be found to accommodate the
250,000 volumes the library expects to
acquire during that time. It seems
apparent that many volumes will have to
be stored. Since our present storage
location is at capacity, exploration of
other storage options is underway. As
space constraints have increased in
libraries all over the country, storage of a
part of the collection has become a
commonplace component of strategic
planning for a library’s future.

It will also be necessary to weed our
collection wherever possible. Holdings in
our storage location are being scrutinized
to discover whether the library has
duplicated the information in electronic
format or microform.  In such cases, it
may be possible to dispose of the print

Vincent Marsales measures growth space needed for journals during shift of stacks.
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However, time projections for parts of the
project are proving difficult, because we
have no figures on which to base such
projections.  For example, although we
can generate reports showing how many
serial titles we have in a call number
range, we have no easy way to determine
how many unbarcoded volumes may
belong with each title.

Another factor affecting the length of
the project is the fact that shifting will
have to be done more than once in this
interim period.  If space is gained through
the completion of other buildings on
campus, a shift will be needed to utilize
that new space.  In addition, when
renovation of the present building begins,
successive shifts will be necessary to
move books, equipment, and people out
of the way.  This will require flexibility
from both users and staff.  However, the
advantages of a well-organized collection
in a spacious new facility will make the
efforts needed to reach this goal well
worthwhile.

Elizabeth Baber
Co-Chair, Collection Management
Project Team
baber@rice.edu

copy. Other holdings are also being
examined to see if they are still pertinent
to the research and course offerings of the
university. In addition to looking at
storage items, collection development
librarians are reassessing holdings in
Fondren’s general stacks, examining in
particular the necessity for multiple
copies and multiple editions of various
works. Over the next few years, the
library will face many hard decisions as
we try to accommodate new volumes for
which there is no space.

Inventorying the Collection

It has been about thirty years since a
complete inventory of the library’s
collections was carried out.  Although
there has been some ongoing inventory of
various call number areas, there are no
doubt many instances in which the
bibliographic information in our online
catalog is no longer accurate.  An
inventory will help the library to discover
not only what volumes we actually own,
but it will also uncover problems in the
bibliographic description of  holdings.  By
comparing the results of the inventory
with our database, we will discover
records for which there are no books and

books for which there are no records, as
well as problems in call numbers of
volumes and other discrepancies.

 Since present-day inventories are
conducted using a hand-held scanner
which reads barcodes, a first step is to
barcode all volumes which have never
been barcoded. A pilot project to test the
accuracy of time estimates for the various
tasks involved in the barcoding of
materials was undertaken in the Brown
Fine Arts Library during summer 1998.
Barcoding of art serials was completed,
but the barcodes ordered for monographs
did not arrive in time for the summer
project. That part of the project is being
carried out this fall.

As a second step, barcoding of the
reference collection has begun. We plan
to barcode each portion of the collection
after shifting has been completed. After
each section has been barcoded, that call
number can be inventoried and
corrections to the database or volumes
made as needed.

Length of Project

The Collection Management Project
is to be completed in five years.

Willa Collins records the volume number for an item she has just barcoded.

PLANNED CALL NUMBER

LOCATIONS AFTER

COMPLETION OF SHIFT

A 6TH FLOOR

B 4TH FLOOR

C 1ST FLOOR

D–HQ 4TH FLOOR

HS–HX 3RD FLOOR

J–L 1ST FLOOR

M–PR 3RD FLOOR

PS–QH 2ND FLOOR

QK–Z BASEMENT
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Behind the Scenes: Friends of Fondren Library

to be held on Sunday, March
21. This event has recently
featured a panel discussion on
the process of writing and
publishing.

• Closing the year will be the
annual meeting and dinner,
featuring a guest speaker and
introduction of new board
officers and directors. Cohen
House is the traditional venue
for this event, which will be
held on May 25.

The planning and execution of
events, in addition to managing
membership and the Gifts and Memorials
program, results in a very busy Friends’
office. Rob George has been an
exemplary staff assistant for the past year;
he is now training Janna Berry to succeed
him. Janna will staff the FOFL office
during the morning hours, maintaining the
database, acknowledging contributions,
and working with members and
prospective members, library staff and
library donors who communicate
frequently by phone, fax, e-mail, or in
person.

Each event demands extensive
planning and adherence to a strict
timeline; these activities are the
responsibility of the executive director,
Mary Bixby, and members of the board.

At the first meeting of the Friends of
Fondren Library (FOFL) on May 30,
1950, a small group defined two primary
objectives: to increase its own member-
ship and to secure funds for the purchase
of rare and important materials that could
not otherwise be acquired by the library.
At eight o’clock in the evening in the
Lecture Lounge of  Fondren Library,
Katherine Tsanoff Brown, Margaret
Dudley Cashman, David Hannah, Jr.,
William J. Hudspeth, and James L.
Whitcomb formally established the
Friends and also decided to publish a
quarterly journal called The Flyleaf.

In planning the next meeting of the
organization, William S. Dix, Fondren
Librarian, wrote to William Bridgewater
of the Columbia University Press to
persuade him to speak to the group: “The
Friends group is a new organization
composed of ... alumnae and others who
are interested in our new Fondren Library.
They are enthusiastic people manifesting
their allegiance to Rice along intellectual
lines ... , and the whole movement seems
to me quite promising ...”

The Friends, now the oldest support
group on the Rice University campus, has
maintained its enthusiasm and fulfilled its
promise, and over the years it has
successfully established strong partner-
ships with the Rice administration,
faculty, alumni, other Rice support
groups, and the staff of Fondren Library.
Many goals have been reached and
surpassed due to the loyalty and
generosity of these groups and individu-
als. The Friends will long remember the
milestones of 1997-1998: the endowment
reached and exceeded the $2 million
level; the gala netted a record $110,000;
and a new endowment was established to
preserve and make accessible the special
collections of Fondren Library.

Even while enjoying these recent
accomplishments, the Friends have
planned a busy and exciting agenda for
1998-99:

• The year kicks off on Sunday,
October 18, with Susan Sontag
as the fifth Distinguished
Guest Lecturer. Ms. Sontag’s
topic will be, “The Art of
Fiction: A Reading.”

• Barely two weeks later is the
long-awaited FOFL Book Sale.
For the last eighteen months
the Friends have been
collecting, sorting, and storing
books, resulting in unusually
interesting bargains that will
be available at the sale on
Halloween weekend at the
RMC.

• The next event is the ever-
popular, standing-room-only
Homecoming Brunch, a joint
effort of FOFL and the Rice
Engineering Alumni. On
November 14 the Friends will
honor Elaine Illig Davis,
president of FOFL 1991-93.

• The nineteenth annual Fondren
Saturday Night promises to be
a very special evening.  On
February 20 the Friends will
honor Diana and Bill Hobby
for their extraordinary support
of Rice and Fondren Library.
The event will be held at the
historic Crystal Ballroom at
the Rice Hotel.

• Rice authors will once again be
honored at an annual reception

Outgoing FOFL assistant Rob George works with new assistant Janna Berry.
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And even when everything seems to be
perfect: the elevator breaks so that guests
must climb the stairs to the third floor;
those beautiful blue candles drip all over
those beautiful, white, RENTED
tablecloths; the air conditioning fails
during the second hour of a seven-hour
bus ride; one out of four microphones just
doesn’t work, and nobody knows why;
the signed book that was donated to the
library is missing before it even gets
processed; and it rains—oh, how it
rains—on the last day of the book sale.

These relatively insignificant
problems pale in comparison to the
successes experienced by the Friends of
Fondren Library, led by the thirty-six-
member board of directors. The current
board is larger than the entire charter
membership who gathered in 1950 and
elected as president an alumnus of Brown
University, James L. Whitcomb. Whether
graduates of Rice University or another
institution, FOFL presidents and board
members have been dedicated and
innovative leaders who are committed to
supporting Fondren Library.

While reflecting on events of past
years and planning upcoming activities,  it
must be said again that support of the
entire Rice community is vital to the
success of FOFL. Also integral is the
involvement of the administration and
staff of Fondren Library, as evidenced at
recent events:

• Library staff generously
donated time and expertise to
the 1997 Book Sale. They
served as sorters, clerks, and
cashiers, not to mention their
roles as book buyers!

• Assistant University Librarian
Ferne Hyman and her husband,
Professor Harold Hyman, were
honored as Outstanding
Friends at the 1997 Homecom-
ing Brunch. Many library staff
members turned out to
congratulate the Hymans, as
well as to partake of the lovely

brunch prepared by caterer and
Fondren Library User Services
Associate, Fannie Haynes.

• University Librarian Dr.
Charles Henry agreed to
moderate the panel discussion
at the 1997 Rice Authors
Reception  and quickly became
a man of few words. After his
opening question the lively,
talkative group took on a life
of its own. As an ex officio
member of the board, Dr.
Henry also attends board
meetings and most events
sponsored by FOFL.

• Barbara Kile, Director of the
South Central Intellectual
Property Partnership at Rice,
has generously designed,
handcrafted, and donated a
unique item for the Fondren
Saturday Night silent auction.
Circulation Manager Virginia
Martin donated an owl
Christmas ornament to the
1998 auction that elicited very
spirited bidding!

• Acting Assistant University
Librarian Melinda Flannery
and Coordinator of Collection
Development Kerry Keck
joined the Friends for a seven-

hour bus trip to Archer City to
peruse and purchase books
offered by Booked Up, the
bookstore owned by Larry
McMurtry.

The two objectives defined in 1950—
increasing membership and raising funds
for the library—are still primary. The
Flyleaf continues to be published,
providing a record of the organization’s
activities and the contributions of donors.
Additional objectives are the administra-
tion of the Gifts and Memorials program,
hosting events of interest to the Rice
community and to Houston, and
cultivating and maintaining an involved,
working board of directors.

Methods and tools to achieve these
objectives have improved the day-to-day
operations of FOFL. A state-of-the-art
database, desktop publishing software,
laser printers, and a scanner have replaced
paper records and typewriters. One thing
has not changed—the success of the
Friends of Fondren Library depends on
people.

Mary Bixby
Executive Director,
Friends of Fondren Library
mbixby@rice.edu

Volunteer Virginia Hamilton assists Mary Bixby with preparations for the FOFL Book Sale.
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On September 1, 1998, the South
Central Intellectual Property Partnership
at Rice (SCIPPR) officially opened for
business.  SCIPPR was established in the
fall of 1997 as a partnership between
Fondren Library, Rice University, and the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO)
to provide specialized services to the
region’s intellectual property community.

SCIPPR will provide fast, convenient
patent and trademark service to the
greater Houston area, the south central
United States, and Mexico.  A Patent and
Trademark Depository Library since
1978, Fondren Library combines its
research collections with the new
resources of SCIPPR to provide
specialized services for inventors,
attorneys, and other researchers.

Automated Patent System (APS)
Searches

Updated every Tuesday, this online
database of the PTO allows patrons to
search the text and images of all U.S.
patents, as well as abstracts of
unexamined Japanese patents and records
from the European Patent Office, World
Intellectual Property Organization, and
selected European countries.  APS Text
provides keyword access to patents from
1971 to the present.  APS Image provides

SCIPPR – South Central Intellectual Property Partnership at Rice

full patent images from 1790 to the
present and is searchable by patent
number or classification.

Users may perform searches on class/
subclass numbers, keywords, assignees,
or inventors.  Patent numbers, titles,
abstracts, dates of issue, first inventor,
and current classification are included in
the search result.

X-Search Trademark Searches

X-Search is the online database from
the PTO that contains the text as well as
the images for federally registered
trademarks and pending trademark
applications issued since May 27, 1884.
Canceled, expired, and abandoned
trademarks have been included since
1984.

 Patrons may search twenty-six
fields, including Word Mark, Pseudo
Mark, and Translation fields.  Trademark
images and text are included in the search
result.

Videoconferencing

As an alternative to traveling to
Washington, D.C., individuals or small
groups may meet with patent examiners at

the PTO by videoconference.  The system
is high resolution and fully encrypted,
ensuring highly confidential transmis-
sions.

Seminars and workshops on
invention and intellectual property will be
presented on a regular basis for
individuals and businesses in the area.

Document Delivery

Fast and affordable document
delivery of U.S. patents and other
documents ordered directly from the PTO
are available from SCIPPR.  All U.S.
patents issued since 1790 can be printed
on site from the Automated Patent
System.  The system is updated every
Tuesday morning, making new patents
available at the moment of issue.
International patents are ordered from the
PTO.  These documents are usually
received in one to two business days.  File
wrappers, certified patent and trademark
copies, and assignment records are
ordered directly from the PTO.

Barbara Kile
Director, South Central Intellectual
Property Partnership at Rice
kilebar@rice.edu

Barbara Kile shows off videoconferencing facilities.

Brian Rossmann, Information Specialist
Librarian at SCIPPR
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Rice University’s emphasis on
internationalization is making it
possible for Fondren librarians to
participate in meetings and
workshops farther from home.
Reports from three librarians who
were able to take advantage of
opportunities for intellectual
exchange on a more global scale
follow.

Preservation Librarian Rita
Marsales was a participant in a two-
week summer course  in Glasgow,
Scotland.

Thanks to Dr. Henry, I was able to
attend the first Digitisation Summer
School at the University of Glasgow,
held July 6-17. The class had quite an
international flavor, with students coming
from Scotland, England, Israel, and
Hungary; I was the sole participant from
the United States. Faculty members were
American, Scottish, and Greek.

Mornings were occupied with
lectures and seminars giving theory and
background, while each afternoon offered
practical hands-on experience. An
extensive bibliography of readings was
also provided. Topics covered included:
selecting material for digitisation;
digitisation projects and project
management; an overview of the process
of digitisation of textual sources and
optical character recognition; digitisation
of photographs, maps, and slides;
technical issues, standards, and
information quality; defining metadata for
access, management, and preservation;
gaining funding sources; rights
management; evaluation strategies;
principals of risk management; advanced
retrieval technologies; watermarking,
encryption, and wrappers; image
processing; file management and display
technologies; and delivery of resources
using networks and CD-ROMs.

Fondren Librarians Benefit from International Travel Opportunities

Digitisation is a subject of great
interest to libraries worldwide, because it
offers a new means of preservation and
dissemination of  information. There are
some amazing projects available on the
Internet. As  Fondren Library’s
Preservation Librarian, I am interested in
the preservation prospects and would like
to see our library become more involved
in this exciting new field. The most
promising route at present may be a
cooperative effort among Texas libraries.

Sara Lowman, Assistant University
Librarian for Public Services and Head of
Reference, attended the May 1998 annual
membership meeting of the Research
Libraries Group held at the British
Library in London, England.

 It was a treat to tour the new British
Library building at St. Pancras. Although
it had been in the planning and construc-
tion phase since 1982, this beautiful
building first opened in November 1997.
It provides a permanent home for twelve
million volumes and will accommodate
many thousands of readers a year in
eleven reading areas.  Much of the
collection is stored in an underground,
closed stack area.

“Transforming Research” was the
theme of the two-day program, which
included presentations on “the transform-
ers,” “managing the transformation,” and
“enabling the transformation.” A keynote

speech entitled “What’s Next for
Text,” by English professor Dr.
Richard Lanham, began the
conference.  The first panel
included primarily faculty members
(users and shapers of the new
technologies) addressing the manner
in which technology is transforming
the way they teach or conduct
research. The second group of
presentations centered around
managing resources and staff, and
the third group of panelists
demonstrated actual digital projects.

In May 1998 Sandi Edwards, Head of
Satellite Collections, attended the
Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin
American Library Materials held in San
Juan, Puerto Rico.

The forty-third annual meeting of
SALALM (Seminar on the Acquisition of
Latin American Library Materials) was
hosted by the library system of the
Universidad de Puerto Rico and the
Sociedad de Bibliotecarios de Puerto
Rico. This year’s conference focused on
“Caribbean Studies: Bibliographic Access
and Resources for the Past, Present, and
Future.”  Besides attending informative
sessions on the literature and history of
the region, unique library collections, and
technology projects, I was able to meet
informally with book dealers, librarians,
and others specializing in Latin American
materials.

Activities outside the conference
rooms included the book dealers’
reception, held in the courtyard of the
Museo de Arte e Historia in Old San Juan
(where I was introduced to the musical
sounds of the coqui) and a tour and
reception at the Universidad de Puerto
Rico. A walk through the Old Town
included stops at the impressive
fortifications of El Morro and San
Cristóbal,  La Fortaleza (currently the
Governor’s Palace), and the San Juan
Cathedral, where Ponce de León is buried.

Digitisation Summer School director Dr. Seamus Ross
works with students to select books suitable for
scanning.
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Charles Bearden

Collection Development Specialists

master’s degree, in Germanic Languages,
from the University of Texas at Austin
and a Bachelor of Arts in Germanic
Languages and Literature from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Chuck is fluent in German
and Swedish and has a reading knowledge
of ancient Greek, Latin, Danish, and
Norwegian.

Chuck has quickly become an
integral part of the computing community
at the library and at Rice generally.  He is
a member of the Humanities Computing
Support Team and of Fondren’s Digital
Resources Steering Committee. As the
person primarily responsible for
Fondren’s web presence, he is interested
in creating a site that is easy to use and
navigate. Chuck is particularly interested
in applying networking to library services
in areas such as electronic texts, course-
oriented web sites, information sharing,
and processing and analyzing
information.

Chuck is the proud father of  a
“smart, beautiful, and strong” three-year-
old girl named Halla.  Other personal
interests include theology and his newest
hobby, computer networks.  Chuck
recently set up a network at home that he
uses to experiment with file sharing,
network protocols, and other cross-
platform functions.

Peggy Shaw
Students in the Jesse H. Jones

Graduate School of Management benefit
from Business Librarian Peggy Shaw’s
varied background in journalism,
teaching, and librarianship. While she was
still earning her degree in journalism and
political science from Louisiana State
University (LSU),  she was able to put her
skills to work as a political speech writer.
After graduation Peggy worked as a
newspaper journalist before returning to
LSU to earn a second degree in education.
With this degree in hand, she moved to

Charles Bearden
Fondren Library’s newest collection

development specialist, Charles (Chuck)
Bearden, joined the staff this summer as
the Electronic Resources Librarian. In
addition to his duties as coordinator of the
Electronic Text and Image Center and of
the library’s web site, Chuck is
responsible for collection development in
the area of Slavic Studies. He will be
taking a leadership role in Fondren’s
digital library and will participate in user
education.

Prior to accepting the position at
Fondren Library, Chuck worked as the
Network Services Librarian at Houston
Public Library (HPL).  His tenure at HPL
also included three years as a cataloger
and  five years as a library service
specialist. In the 1980s, Chuck worked as
a teaching assistant and lecturer in the
Department of Germanic Languages at the
University of Texas at Austin. Chuck
received a Master of Library Science
degree in 1993 from the University of
North Texas at Denton. He holds a second

Fondren Library’s electronic
reserves program has been expanded
to include any interested class. The
library is handling both the scanning
of materials and the obtaining of
copyright permissions for published
materials. If you are interested in
providing your students access to
reserve readings through the
students’ Owlnet account, please
contact Sarah Bentley at
bentley@rice.edu or extension 2294.

In addition to several hundred
full-text newspapers and journals,
LEXIS-NEXIS provides up-to-date
access to:

• country and state profiles
• biographical information

(for current notables)
• medical and legal

information (court cases,
etc.)

• transcripts from many of
the major TV and radio
news programs (look
under “General News
Topics”)

• business guides, such as
Forbes International
Directory, Computer
Industry Forecasts,
Eventline, SEC reports
and filings, Standard &
Poor’s Corporate
Descriptions, and
Hoover’s Company
Reports.

  Did You Know...

Y
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Peggy Shaw

Fondren Library recently
acquired the World Biographical
Index and the World Biographical
Archive, produced by K.G. Saur. The
index, available online through the
library’s “Quick Reference” Web
page or at http://www.biblio.tu-bs.de/
acwww25u/wbi_en, refers to over
two million biographical entries for
eminent individuals worldwide.  The
reference works containing the
biographical data for these individu-
als, some published as early as the
beginning of the seventeenth century,
are reproduced in microfiche
collections available in our
Government Publications area. The
filming of archives is still underway,
and additional materials will be
received over the next several years.

An e-mail listserv called
GISRICE has been created for users
and potential users of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and data
resources at Rice. The purpose of this
list is to facilitate distribution of
information regarding geographic
information systems software, data
acquisitions, classes, workshops,
seminars; to provide a place to ask
technical questions; and to promote
discussions of GIS issues in the Rice
community. See http://www.rice.edu/
Fondren/GDC/mailing.shtml for
information on how to join this list.

  Did You Know...

Y

but also how to evaluate information, an
especially important skill for Internet
users. In addition, students depend on
Peggy for hands-on assistance with the
various business databases in BIC.
Peggy believes that personal contact with
library users is essential, and she enjoys
providing reference services at the
Business Information Center.

In addition to her position as the sole
reference librarian in BIC, Peggy handles
collection development in the areas of
economics and business administration.
For the future, she foresees more
electronic resources in BIC, particularly
those resources that students will be
expected to use once they enter the work
force. Peggy also believes that paper
resources will continue to grow rather
than disappear, as is often predicted. She
recalls attending a conference once where
Bill Gates said that he reads the headlines
for the Economist online on Friday and
then can’t wait for the paper copy to
arrive on Monday.

Outside the library, Peggy is active
in the Special Library Association on
both a state and national level. In years
past she has served as president of the
Texas Special Library Association and
chair of both the Nominating and
Membership committees.  She enjoys
hunting for antiques, not from the
perspective of a collector as much as
from an interest in the inventiveness of
the human mind. Currently she is
considering taking up Latin dancing, a
hobby she has enjoyed in the past.

Esther Crawford
Government Information Librarian
crawford@rice.edu

Houston to teach American history and
government at Worthing High School and
Westbury High School.

Library and information science
offered Peggy new challenges and an
opportunity to pursue her interest in
research, the common thread linking her
past career experiences.   While earning a
master’s degree in library and information
science at the University of North Texas,
she focused on special libraries and
business resources. This orientation led
her to accept positions at Houston Public
Library’s Business and Science
Technology Department, at a library in a
major accounting firm, and, finally, at
Rice’s Business Information Center.

 Peggy’s teaching skills are put to
good use in the Business Information
Center (BIC) and in the classroom. She
enjoys assisting faculty by going into
classrooms and working directly with
their students. She also provides hands-on
instruction in BIC.  Peggy sees this type
of instruction as particularly important in
an electronic environment. She teaches
students not only good searching skills

http://www.biblio.tu-bs.de/
http://www.biblio.tu-bs.de/
http://library.rice.edu/about/departments/gis-data-center
http://library.rice.edu/about/departments/gis-data-center
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Fondren Library and Department Liaisons

Subject Library Specialist Academic Department Liaison

Anthropology Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) James Faubion
Architecture Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu) Spencer Parsons
Art History Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu) Joe Manca
Biochemistry Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Wayne Campbell
Biomedical Engineering Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Bahman Anvari
Chemical Engineering Robert Sabin (sabin@ rice.edu) Tony Mikos
Chemistry Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Vicki Colvin
Civil Engineering John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Panos Dakoulas
Classics Milton Figg (mfigg@rice.edu) Harvey Yunis
Computational & Applied Mathematics John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) David Applegate
Computer Science John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Peter Druschel
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Joan Strassmann
Economics Peggy Shaw (pshaw@rice.edu) Bryan Brown
Education Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Elnora Harcombe
Electrical Engineering John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Thomas Rabson
English Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) Colleen Lamos
Environmental Engineering Esther Crawford (crawford@rice.edu) Matthew P. Fraser
French Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Madeleine Alcover
Geology John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Colin Zelt
German Sophy Silversteen (silvers@rice.edu) Michael Winkler
Health & Human Performance Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) James Disch
History Milton Figg  (mfigg@rice.edu) Michael Maas
Linguistics Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Phil Davis
Mathematics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) David Chase
Mechanical Engineering John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Ed Akin
Music Paul Orkiszewski (orkis@rice.edu) Bill Bailey
Philosophy Milton Figg  (mfigg@rice.edu) Tris Engelhardt
Physics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) Peter Nordlander
Political Science Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu) Keith Hamm
Psychology Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) Mickey Quiñones
Religious Studies Milton Figg  (mfigg@rice.edu) Matthias Henze
Slavic Chuck Bearden (cbearden@rice.edu) Ewa Thompson
Sociology Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) Chandler Davidson
Spanish Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Bernard Pérez
Space Physics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) Patrick Hartigan
Statistics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) Dennis Cox

Library Contacts for Special Materials
Government Publications Amy Spare (spare@rice.edu)
Manuscripts & Archives Nancy Boothe (boothe@rice.edu)
Electronic Texts & Images Chuck Bearden (cbearden@rice.edu)
Geographic Information Systems &
   Data Sets Doralyn Edwards (doralyn@rice.edu)                                                             9/98


