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News From FONDREN
A Library Newsletter to the Rice University Community

In this Issue Board of Advisors for the Library Formed

Fondren Library Becomes Third U.S. Patent Partnership Library

Dr. Charles Henry
Vice Provost & University Librarian
chhenry@rice.edu

In May, Rice University President
Malcolm Gillis approved the formation of
a new Board of Advisors for Fondren
Library. The board is charged with
providing advice and counsel to the
Provost to help assure the successful
development of the library. Board
members are drawn from a variety of
professions that relate to the complexity of
a modern research library, including
information technology, the corporate
sector, scholarly societies, and other
academic libraries.

The duties of the Board of Advisors
will be:

•  to monitor the programs and
services of the library

•  to serve as a liaison between
Rice and external constituencies

•  to encourage innovation and
creativity

•  to assess and make recom-
mendations regarding the
evolution of the library at Rice

Invitations have been sent to
prospective members. It is hoped the first
board meeting can be held during the
spring of 1998.

The U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office (PTO) has designated Fondren
Library as a regional partnership library.
The new center will be called the South
Central Intellectual Property Partnership
at Rice University. Fondren Library is
only the third library in the United States
to receive this designation; other
partnership libraries are the Detroit Public
Library and the Sunnyvale (CA) Public
Library.

Fondren Library first became a
Patent and Trademark Depository Library
in 1978. The depository library program
was established to disseminate patent and
trademark information, to support the
diverse intellectual property needs of the
public, and to stimulate economic growth.
To further these goals, depository
libraries provide reference assistance,
instruction in preliminary patent and

trademark searching, information on
patent attorneys and agents registered to
practice before the PTO, and referrals to
related services.

As a partnership library, Fondren
Library will have the same patent and
trademark search capabilities as the PTO
examiners in Washington, D.C., and will
become the regional focal point for
intellectual property information. The
library will provide secure video-
conferencing for examiner interviews,
lectures, seminars, and briefings, as well
as high-speed digital and facsimile
service.

On-site filing of certain PTO
documents and applications will be
possible through the new partnership
library. In addition, information on related
federal, state, and local agencies which
support intellectual property development

will be available. All services will be
offered on a cost-recovery basis.

To accommodate this new operation,
space will be renovated in the front of the
basement of Fondren Library, and state-
of-the-art equipment for database
searching and videoconferencing will be
installed. Operations are expected to
begin in the spring of 1998, with a grand
opening the following fall.

The partnership library will provide a
valuable new resource to the Houston
community, the Gulf Coast region, and
Rice University. Area businesses,
inventors, patent attorneys, and agents, as
well as Rice faculty and students, will
soon have access to information and
services previously unavailable in the
Southwest.

Barbara Kile
kilebar@rice.edu
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This summer visitors to the
Document Delivery Department in the
front basement of Fondren Library found
only a construction area in the space
where the department usually resides.
This did not, however, signal a vacation
for the department, which continued to
carry out its normal duties from a
somewhat cramped temporary location in
the basement. With the completion of the
renovation, the department has moved
back into Room B38, where it is operating
in redesigned and newly decorated space.

The Document Delivery and Fee-
Based Services Department provides two
services for campus users—Interlibrary
Borrowing and Fondren Express; one
service for other libraries—Interlibrary
Lending; and one service for the business
community and anyone who is not a
faculty member, staff member, or student
at Rice—the Regional Information &
Communication Exchange (R.I.C.E.).

The department has eleven regular
staff members, including four librarians,
plus five FTE in part-time and student
assistants. The whole department operates
as a team, with four groups: a document

Behind the Scenes: Document Delivery and Fee-Based Services

delivery group, which takes care of all
requests for Fondren Library materials; a
group which obtains materials from
external sources; a research group; and a
business services group.

The department is committed to
finding new and better ways to deliver
materials speedily to its clients, as
developments in technology increase
opportunities to order and obtain
information electronically.
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Document Delivery staff members Gulzar Rizvi, Lisa Hines, and Luis Botello at work in
their new quarters.

Interlibrary Borrowing and Lending

Interlibrary Borrowing is available to
all faculty, staff, and students of Rice
University, providing copies or loans
from other libraries or from document
delivery services. Except for the purchase
of a dissertation or certain extraordinary
charges, which are discussed with the
requester in advance, costs for this service
are underwritten by the library.

Fondren Library has consortial
agreements with local libraries through
the Houston Area Research Library
Consortium (HARLiC), with other private
libraries in Texas, and with other libraries
belonging to the Association of Research
Libraries (ARL). Recently, the library
became a participant in the TexShare
resource-sharing program. In addition,
individual reciprocal agreements for
borrowing and lending have been
established with many libraries.

Jeanette Monroe processes a user
request.
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Commercial document delivery services
are used when appropriate, and worldwide
sources are used when necessary. The
library is registered with the Copyright
Clearance Center and is always careful to
obey the copyright law and observe the
fair use guidelines.

Just as Fondren Library makes
requests to other libraries, it receives
requests for loans and copies from
libraries around the world. The
department attempts to fill as many of
these requests as possible, with priority
treatment for libraries with which
reciprocal agreements have been
established.

OCLC (a national bibliographic
database) is the principal database of
library holdings which the department
uses to locate holding libraries for a
particular request. Staff may elect to make
a request to a string of holders, using the
OCLC system, or they may send a request
directly to an individual supplier.
Typically photocopies take from three to
ten days to obtain, depending on the
source. Users may request rush service for
a special item, in which case the copy is
obtained as quickly as possible, usually
within twenty-four hours. Most libraries
send copies by fax or the Internet. The
department contracts with runners in
major metropolitan areas, with delivery
by FedEx.

Fondren Library is a member of the
Center for Research Libraries (CRL), a
membership organization whose purpose
is to make available to the scholarly
community research materials which are
rarely held in North American libraries.
CRL has most of its holdings available for
searching; see the heading Major
Collective Catalogs on the Fondren
Library home page. Department staff
members use the CRL resources
frequently to fill unusual requests.

The library pays for all books to be
delivered and returned by FedEx, which

has resulted in a significant decrease in
the time it takes to receive a book and has
eliminated problems with lost or damaged
books. Normally it takes a book five to
fifteen days to arrive. However, for
obscure or rare items it may take longer to
find a supplier, and, unfortunately, not all
suppliers are prepared to use expedited
methods of delivery. Recognizing that the
actual time a borrower can use a book is
not always sufficient, the department will
obtain a renewal if possible or will
borrow the item again.

Fondren Express

Fondren Express is a service for
faculty and senior administrators,
whereby they can have material in
Fondren Library copied or have books
checked out and delivered to their offices.
If the item requested is not available, it
can be requested from another library
through Interlibrary Borrowing. There is
no charge for book check-out and
delivery; there is a nominal charge for
photocopying.

Subscribers may also receive
photocopies of tables of contents for
journals to which Fondren Library
subscribes; soon they will be able to
receive electronic versions of tables of
contents for titles to which the library
does not subscribe.

R.I.C.E.

Fondren Library has been providing
comprehensive information services to
businesses and others, on a cost-recovery
basis, for thirty years. Clients range from
small businesses and individual
researchers to major corporations, with a
client list which is increasingly more
geographically dispersed. If the requested
items are not in Fondren Library, staff
will obtain them from a worldwide
selection of sources. The department
conducts research both manually, in the
Fondren Library collection, and
electronically, by searching any of several
thousand commercial databases on fifteen
major systems or by searching the World
Wide Web. While R.I.C.E. has clients in
many fields, major categories are energy,
chemical/petrochemical, engineering, and
law firms. Information packages about the
service are available in the Document
Delivery Office.

Una Gourlay
Head, Document Delivery and
Fee-Based Services Department
gourlay@rice.edu

Randy Tibbits searches an online
database.
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New Huxley Archive Provides Unique Documents

In the summer of
1996, some two years
after the death of
Lady Juliette Huxley
(widow of Sir Julian
Huxley), an impor-
tant group of Huxley
family papers be-
came available.
Nancy Boothe, Uni-
versity Archivist and
Head of Special Col-
lections at Fondren
Library, describes
the events leading up
to the acquisition of
this collection for the library, the contents
of the collection, and its importance for
Rice University.

As soon as I learned of the
availability of the Huxley family papers, I
contacted Maggs Brothers, the London
firm representing the Huxley Estate in the
sale of the papers. Because the Woodson
Research Center already had major
holdings of the papers of biologist and
statesman of science Julian Sorell Huxley,
we were very interested in determining
the content and extent of this new group
of papers.

From the surprisingly detailed
description of these papers (prepared,
coincidentally, by the London manuscript
specialist who had surveyed and
described the papers we purchased in
1980), it was clear that they would
significantly complement our collection.
University Librarian and Vice Provost
Charles Henry asked me to go to London
in December 1996 to examine the
collection in depth (which I was delighted
to do).

I spent the week of December 30 in a
chilly office on the fourth floor of Maggs
Brothers, an eighteenth-century town
house on Berkeley Square, doing what I
like to do best: working with manuscript

artist, Dorothy Brett, who lived in both
Taos and New York. Saying, “I am very
keen for you to see Georgia O’Keeffe’s
pictures and meet Stieglitz,” she invites
Julian to dine with them while on a visit
to New York.

That Juliette knew many of the
figures of the day in her own right is
clearly revealed; her letters to and from
them are present throughout. Correspon-
dence of May Sarton with both Julian and
Juliette (dating, in the latter case, from
before and after Julian’s death)
illuminates the complex personal relations
among the three.

The collection contains about 450
letters from Juliette to Julian, dating from
1918 to 1965. Some discuss family
matters, but others shed light on
significant figures. One such letter,
written from Les Diablerets, Switzerland,
in 1928, speaks of Maria Huxley (Aldous
Huxley’s first wife) and D. H. Lawrence.
Lawrence was writing Lady Chatterley’s
Lover, Maria was typing the manuscript,
and Juliette was reading the text and
arguing furiously with Lawrence about it.
She wrote to Julian, “Now he has lent me
the new MS to read ... So far, a little thin
... We had a great talk about it - as I
objected to several things & he got very
fierce.”

There are also 253 pieces of the
correspondence of Aldous Huxley,
Julian’s celebrated literary brother, which
are described by the cataloger as “a highly
important collection ... undoubtedly the
most extensive in private hands.” The
more than two hundred letters to Julian
begin in 1902, when Aldous was eight
years old, and end in 1963, the year he
died. The presumably “earliest surviving
hand-written [sic] letter” is to his nursery
school teacher.

Rice Connection

Of particular interest are letters
exchanged between Julian and his early

collections. The
collection more
than lived up to
my expectations,
which had been
based on the
catalog descrip-
tion, and, after my
return to Houston,
I enthusiastically
recommended to
Dr. Henry that we
acquire this group
of papers.

Overview of the Collection

With nine thousand items (over
eleven cubic feet), correspondence makes
up the largest and most important group
of the papers. In addition, there are
manuscripts of both Juliette’s and Julian’s
writings, printed materials, notebooks,
travel materials, drawings, and memora-
bilia. After unpacking and reboxing, the
papers amount to twenty-four cubic feet,
compared to the ninety cubic feet of the
1980 purchase.

Julian Huxley’s correspondence is
mainly to his wife (over twelve hundred
letters written between 1918 and 1965),
but it concerns much more than family
matters. Juliette was clearly attuned to her
husband’s professional life, and when
they were apart he kept her informed on
collaborations in progress, details of
expeditions, and general news of the
world of science. This is illustrated in a
1927 letter, in which Julian describes a
conference paper on Pavlov’s work with
conditioned reflexes in dogs.

As with Rice’s earlier acquisition,
this current accession also includes
Julian’s correspondence with scientific
colleagues, as well as with writers, artists,
philosophers, composers, statesmen, and
intellectuals of all stripes. Of interest is a
1930 letter from the eccentric English
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colleagues at Rice. Julian came to the
Rice Institute at Edgar Odell Lovett’s
request to be the first chair of the Biology
Department, to plan its classrooms and
laboratories, and to hire its first faculty
(one of whom, H. J. Muller, went on to
win a Nobel prize).

Noteworthy are four long letters from
Joseph I. Davies, a young lab assistant
Huxley brought to Rice with him, who
went on to become one of Rice’s
legendary and well-loved professors.
From the Woods Hole Marine Biological
Laboratory, where he was working during
the summer of l917, Davies wrote a
poignant six-page letter acknowledging
Huxley’s mentoring. Davies says Huxley
has “made twice the man of me and has
put thoughts in my head that I had never
dreamed of before; would it surprise you
if I thought of trying for a degree at
Rice!!!”

Another treasure is the series of
letters Huxley wrote to his then-fiancee
Kathleen Fordham, beginning with his
voyage to the United States and his train
trip to Houston for the Rice Institute’s
opening in 1912. Letters written from
Houston and Galveston describe in great
detail all the programs and special events
surrounding the formal opening
ceremonies.

This new collection is truly important
for Fondren Library, both because it
augments and enhances the 1980
acquisition and because it opens new
windows for researchers in several fields.
Rice University will become a mandatory
stopping place for Aldous Huxley
scholars visiting collections at the
University of California at Los Angeles
and the University of Texas’s Humanities
Research Center, and it will become
known as the major repository of Huxley
family documentation.

Nancy Boothe
University Archivist and
Head of Special Collections
boothe@rice.edu

´
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Jet Prendeville

Jet Prendeville is the Art and
Architecture Librarian of Fondren
Library’s Brown Fine Arts Library. She
has collection development responsibili-
ties in art, architecture, urban design,
classical archaeology, film, photography,
and landscape architecture. As a member
of the Fondren Library staff since 1979,
Jet has also participated in other areas of
collection development, including French,
German, philosophy, and religious
studies. Her foreign language skills in
Spanish, Italian, German, and French are
invaluable in her collection development
activities.

A strong budget over the last few
years has enabled Jet to improve the
breadth and depth of the library’s art and
architecture collection. Although, in the
past, budgetary constraints limited
development to subject areas being taught
at Rice, budget increases have allowed
expansion of the collection in all areas,
from prehistoric to contemporary art.

When the Brown Fine Arts Library
was created in the mid-1980s, Jet was an

One hundred seventy-six
journals from Academic Press are
being added to the Fondren Library
web page. If you use Netscape to
search our online catalog (LIBRIS),
you can click on the URL and
connect to the electronic journal.

The computer operating LIBRIS
was upgraded this summer to a Sun
Enterprise 3000 and is, for the
moment, the fastest server on
campus. The “old” computer will be
retained for testing software
upgrades and as an emergency
backup.

Fondren Library has just
acquired the Papers of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions. With over 850 reels of
microfilm, this collection consists of
primary source material on the
foreign cultures encountered by
American missionaries during the
period 1824-1919.

Three databases from the OVID
Company have been added to
RiceInfo: an improved and expanded
version of Current Contents (with
almost a 50% increase in journal
coverage); PsycInfo (the complete
Psychological Abstracts database,
including two more decades of data
than the CD-ROM previously
available only at the Reference
Desk); and Ulrich’s International
Directory of Periodicals.

Collection Development Specialists  Did You Know...

essential member of the planning and
development team. Together with the
Music Librarian, Paul Orkiszewski, she
continues to be responsible for the
administration of the Brown Library.

Over the years, Jet has contributed to
the library as an active member of
numerous committees. She served two
terms as president of the library’s Staff
Association and three terms as a member
of the Career Advancement Program
Review Committee. Currently she is a
member of the Collection Development
Steering Committee.

Although Jet began her art history
studies at Memphis State University, the
1972 award of a Fulbright Fellowship
enabled her to continue her education
abroad. With this fellowship she travelled
to Pavia, Italy, to research the medieval
frescoes of Santa Maria di Castelseprio.
After her return to the United States, she
attended the University of Michigan,
where she earned a master’s degree in art
history in 1975.

Jet began her library career at the
public library in her hometown of
Memphis, Tennessee. Discovering an
interest in library reference work, she
earned a master’s degree in library
science from the University of Illinois in
1979.

Although her academic training is in
medieval art and architecture, Jet is
interested in all areas of art history.  Over
the years she has acquired a broad
knowledge not only of prehistoric art and
architecture of Europe, but also of
Southwestern Indian archaeology and
culture. Jet has traveled to Ireland to visit
prehistoric and medieval sites and has
presented slide lectures about her travels
in Europe to audiences here at Rice and in
the community. Her other interests
include bird watching, watercolor
painting, photography, and natural
history.

Jet Prendeville

Y

Y
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Paul Orkiszewski

As the longest serving Music
Librarian since the Shepherd School of
Music opened in 1975, Paul Orkiszewski
provides a consistent voice for music in
the library. He works closely with the
faculty at the Shepherd School to develop
Fondren Library’s music collection and
provide support for the Shepherd School
curriculum.

Additionally, Paul is working to
broaden our collection by adding basic
materials in areas such as jazz that are
outside the Shepherd School’s primary
curriculum. Paul feels that, while the
Brown Fine Arts Library still has some
retrospective collecting to do, it has made
significant progress toward bringing the
music collection up to par with major
schools of music such as Eastman and
Juilliard.

Paul received undergraduate and
master’s degrees in music from Rice
University in 1988 and a master’s degree
in library and information science from
the University of Texas at Austin in 1989.
Paul has been the Music Librarian at
Fondren Library since 1992. In addition
to collection development, his experience
covers both reference and music
cataloging.

Fondren Library and the Shepherd
School of Music are currently inves-
tigating the possibility of moving the
music library from Fondren to the
Shepherd School. Paul traveled to other
music libraries over the summer to tour
their collections and learn about the
services they offer their faculty and
students. One idea for the future that
particularly captured Paul’s interest is the
possibility of offering high quality
recordings over the Web. With this
technology a single CD could be served
to multiple users, enabling music students
to study for exams in locations other than
the music library.

Library Acquires
New Image Scanner

The Government Publications
and Special Resources Department
of the library recently acquired a
microform scanning system that
allows digitization of microfilm or
microfiche images.  Images can be
saved in a variety of graphical
formats, including tiff and pdf files,
and can then be imported into other
programs.  The system is available in
Government Publications and
Special Resources by appointment.
For additional information contact
Esther Crawford at x2587 or
crawford@rice.edu.

Bb

Exhibits
October

Baseball at Rice University;
Author David Remnick

November
Cultural Exhibit in Recognition of
American Indian Heritage Month

December
Archaeology in the Houston Area

Aa

Robert Foster
Cherry Poetry
Reading

Linda Hogan will present a
reading from her works on
November 5, 1997, at 7:00 P.M.
Hogan, an associate professor of
English at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, is a member of
the Chickasaw tribe and draws on
her Native American heritage in her
writing. She is the author of works
of poetry, a play, short stories, and
novels.

Paul Orkiszewski

Paul is an active participant in
professional activities, both within and
outside of Fondren Library. He has just
completed a term of office as chair of the
Texas Chapter of the Music Library
Association, and he is the author of a
chapter on guitar for the 1997 edition of
A Basic Music Library: Essential Scores
and Sound Recordings. Paul is currently
serving as secretary of the Fondren
Library Staff Association. His computer
expertise has proven particularly helpful,
both in the Brown Fine Arts Library and
as a member of the Library Computing
Advisory Committee.

Paul has performed with the Houston
Symphony and the Houston Grand Opera
and occasionally plays guitar and lute in
Shepherd School performances. When
not working at the library or performing,
Paul enjoys creating whimsical furniture
using papier-mache, bright colors, and
found objects. He also likes to travel and
to study the languages of the countries he
visits. Last year he studied Polish and
visited Poland during the summer; this
year he is studying Italian and planning a
trip to Italy next summer.

Esther Crawford
Government Information Librarian
crawford@rice.edu

ˆ ´
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Rice University
Fondren Library MS 44
6100 Main Street
Houston, TX  77005-1892

Fondren Library and Department Liaisons

Subject Library Specialist Academic Department Liaison

Anthropology Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) James Faubion
Architecture Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu) Spencer Parsons
Art History Jet Prendeville (jetp@rice.edu) Joe Manca
Biochemistry Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Wayne Campbell
Biomedical Engineering Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Larry McIntire
Chemical Engineering Robert Sabin (sabin@ rice.edu) Tony Mikos
Chemistry Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Marco Ciufolini
Civil Engineering John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Panos Dakoulas
Classics Milton Figg (mfigg@rice.edu) Harvey Yunis
Computational & Applied Mathematics John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) David Applegate
Computer Science John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Peter Druschel
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Joan Strassmann
Economics Peggy Shaw (pshaw@rice.edu) Kei-Mu Yi
Education Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Elnora Harcombe
Electrical Engineering John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Thomas Rabson
English Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) Jose Aranda
Environmental Engineering Esther Crawford (crawford@rice.edu) Mark Wiesner
French Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Madeleine Alcover
Geology John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) James Wright
German Sophy Silversteen (silvers@rice.edu) Michael Winkler
Health & Human Performance Robert Sabin (sabin@rice.edu) Albert Spencer
History Milton Figg  (mfigg@rice.edu) Michael Maas
Linguistics Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Phil Davis
Mathematics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) David Chase
Mechanical Engineering John Hunter (hunter@rice.edu) Yves Angel
Music Paul Orkiszewski (orkis@rice.edu) Bill Bailey
Philosophy Milton Figg  (mfigg@rice.edu) Don Morrison
Physics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) Peter Nordlander
Political Science Kerry Keck (keckker@rice.edu) Keith Hamm
Psychology Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) Mickey Quinones
Religion Milton Figg  (mfigg@rice.edu) Anne Klein
Slavic Pamela Pavliscak (pamelamp@rice.edu) Ewa Thompson
Sociology Jane Segal (segal@rice.edu) Chandler Davidson
Spanish Sandi Edwards (edwards@rice.edu) Lane Kauffman
Space Physics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) Patrick Hartigan
Statistics Sara Lowman (lowman@rice.edu) Dennis Cox

Library Contacts for Special Materials
Government Publications Amy Spare (spare@rice.edu)
Manuscripts Nancy Boothe (boothe@ricevm1.rice.edu                                                             9/97
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