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Willy faces Fondren for first time in
by Lisa Gray
The campus police have reported
Wiess senior Patrick Dyson to Proctor E.C. Holt in connection with the
Tuesday morning rotation of"Willy 's
statue," the 2,000-lb. statue atop the
tomb of the university's founder.
Dyson and a group of fellow pranksters lifted the bronze statue from its
pedestal using a structure they say
meets uniform building codes, and rotated the statue 180°, allowing the
statue to face Fondren Library for the
first time in its 58-year existence.
Dyson and fellow prankster Jorge
Martin de Nicolas, a Rice alumnus,
are appealing to the Rice community
for donations to help Dyson pay the
related fines . Anyone wishing to help
Dyson defray the cost may send donations to Wiess Resident Associate
John Bennett, at Wiess College.
Dyson estimates the university's
costs were over $1000, though as of
Wednesday Dyson had not been able
to get a statement of cost from An
Mechanics, Inc., the subcontractor.
According to Police Chief Mary
Voswinkel, Officer George Lozano
investigated the activity in the quadrangle Tuesday morning, after he
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noticed that the light on the architecture building was off and that a group
of about 20 people was gathered
around the statue. He pulled over a
pick-up he saw leaving the quadrangle and took the name of its driver,
Patrick Dyson. When the officer returned to the quadrangle, the people
on foot had fled .
Proctor Edward Holt summoned
Dyson to his office and gave Dyson
the choice between a University
Court trial and a summary decision by
the proctor. Dyson says the proctor
recommended a summary decision,
since University Court delays might
mean his case would not be judged
until after graduation, too late for him
to receive his diploma during the May
7 commencement ceremony. Dyson
also says the proctor named a probable sentence: disciplinary probation
and a fme to cover the university's
cost in returning the statue to its original orientation.
Dyson and Martin de Nicolas say
the statue could not have been harmed
in the prank. The structure's designer,
they said, has a Rice master's degree
in civil engineering. The structure
was designed to lift the statue at three
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points, a more stable and less risky
method than the one-point hoist used
by An Mechanics, Inc.
The structure used to lift the statue
consisted of three chain ·hoists attached to a beam on top of two Aframe supports. After the statue had
been lifted off its pedestal, the two
side hoists were detached so the statue
could be rotated. (See diagram, page
6.)
Martin de Nicolas says the Aframes, which were held by pulleys to
the statue's granite base, were far
stronger than needed to lift the statue.
He, Dyson and others tested the structure by lifting Martin de Nicolas' car,
a Toyota Corolla, and swinging the
car slightly, to simulate rotating the
statue.
Martin de Nicolas says that the
pranksters used eight straps of twoinch nylon webbing to lift the statue,
each of which had a working strength
of 6000 pounds. The straps, they said,
were chosen because they would not
abrade the statue.
A Rice spokesman had told the
Houston Chronicle that cracks in the
wooden A-frames left by the statue
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Workers from Art Mechanics give Willy back his normal view.
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Statue turns back on Sallyport
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indicate that the structure might not
have been strong enough to support
the statue's weight. Martin de Nicolas
denies thi s, explai.rllng that the 2A' Aframes cracked when the pranksters
intentionally toppled them after the
statue had been turned around.
''The frames were just like the first
stage in a rocket," Martin de Nicolas
said. "Once used up, it bums off and
falls into the Indian Ocean. The
frames were not designed to take the
impact of falling 2A feet."
Martin de Nicol :is and Dyson also
criticized the subcontractor's work in
turning the statue back. They said a
Houston Chronicle photo proves that
the subcontractors, not the pranksters,
bent one of the pins which anchors th e
statue into its base. They added that
the pranksters engineered the rotation
for only $400, including midnight
snacks, and rotated the statue in a
third of the contractors' time.
''They were getting paid by the
hour. We were getting disc pro by the
minute," said Dyson.
The pranksters went to great
lengths to avoid detection by the
campus police, using scouts with
walkie-talkies and code names taken
from the X-Men comic book. They
had disconnected the light on Anderson Hall almost every night since
Easter vacation, so the campus police
would not be suspicious when the
light was off. Each morning, they reconnected the light so that Physical
Plant employees would find no problem with it.

