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Daoist Christian community that Palmer believes existed at Da Qin, and also 
the way the sutras relate to them. Additionally, Palmer makes many claims 
and draws va¡ inferences that will trouble scholars of comparative philoso- 
phy and religion, as well as those interested in the relationships between relig- 
ion and the Tang imperial dynasty. The general problem is that the book lacks 
the documentation that is typical of traditional scholarship. For example, 
Palmer reports that his excursion into the Da Qin pagoda in 1999 led to the 
discovery of a fresco that he interprets as a nativity scene on the model of 
those common in Orthodox depictions of the Eastern church, placed within 
the context of the five sacred mountains of Daoism. If Palmer is correct, then 
he was looking at the oldest known Christian iconography in China. But bis 
documentation for many interpretations of the fresco is very slight. 

Palmer is planning a joint venture with the China Heritage Arts Founda- 
tion and the Chinese government to fully excavate the Da Qin site and create 
a Musemn of the West in Ancient China. I hope that these endeavors will 
include a closer collaboration with scholars of Chinese history, philosophy, and 
religion in order to provide more eareful and robust documentation of the 
finds and the sutras themselves. He is surely correct that these works re- 
present Christian encounters with different cultures and religions, but much 
work remains to be done. 

RONNIE LITTLEJOHN 
BELMONT UNIVERSITY 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia. By Ahmed Rashid. New 
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2002. 281 pp. $24.00. 

Jihad describes in a personalized, journalistic style the rise of radical Islam 
in the five former Soviet Central Asian republics (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan). Rashid's analysis covers the reeent his- 
tory of the region, focusing on the late Soviet period and the decade since 
independence (1991), the eeonomic and social tensions in Central Asia, and 
the aspirations of both the great powers (the United States, Russia, and China) 
as well as those of neighboring Muslim countries (Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
and Pakistan) in the arca. This background is invaluable for understanding the 
strengths and weaknesses of radical Islam in Central Asia. Probably the most 
interesting aspect of the book is the analysis of the Islamic Movement of Uz- 
bekistan (IMU), led by Juma Namangani, which receives little coverage in the 
West. Chapter 7 details the beginnings of this movement during the final 
years of the Soviet era, and as it gained strength during the immediate post- 
independence period (1991-95). Chapter 8 describes Namangani's campaigns 
during the years 1999-2001 and demonstrates the collusion between the IMU 
and a number of governments in Central Asia, making clear that the lines of 
opposition against radical Islam in Central Asia are lar from evident (it appears 
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that Namangani and his movement were transported to and from Afghanistan 
several times by the Russian military). The last two chapters analyze the situa- 
tion of Central Asia with regard to the great powers and its close neighbors 
and look to the future of that regŸ 

The primary weakness of the book is its lack of historical depth, exempli- 
fied by Rashid's statement while cove¡ the question of defining jihad: 
"Militancy is not the essence of jihad" (p. 2). This statement cannot be sup- 
ported by the literature on the subjeet. Rashid appears to deny any validity to 
the early militant interpretation now resurrected and reformulated by radical 
Muslims, and makes unsupportable claims about their lack of a realistic politi- 
cal, social, and eeonomic platform (p. 3)--claims that could have been avoided 
had he read further into the writings of Taqi al-Din al-Nabhani (chapter 6) 
and many others. While it is true that the Sufi version of Islam has tradition- 
ally been strong in Central Asia, that fact should not be taken to mean that 
other, more contemporary and radical versions of Islam lack validity within the 
larger tradition. Although Rashid avoids overt political denunciations, he 
elearly dislikes the leaders of the five Central Asian countries, and most espe- 
cially the leader of Uzbekistan, Islam Karimov. While this strong criticism 
may well be deserved in many tases, there are other times when it should be 
read with caution (e.g., pp. 151-52, 161-62, 180). This book is a good intro- 
duction to the realities of militant opposition movements in Central Asia, and 
should be read by anyone interested in radical Islam, Afghanistan, and/or Rus- 
sian and United States foreign policy and aspirations in the region. 

DAVID COOK 
RICE UNIVERSITY 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Proclaiming Political Pluralism: Churches and Political Transitions in Africa. 
By Isaac Phiri. Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 2001. 169 pp. np. 

ProclaimŸ Political Pluralism, written by Isaac Phiri, deals with the role 
of churches in the transition to plural politics in three southern African coun- 
tries in the 1990s. Phiri's work is significant in several respects, the first being 
his choice of the three count¡ Zambia is the first major country in sub- 
Saharan Af¡ to implement a peaceful transition from single-party rule to 
multiparty democracy; in addition, the extent and depth of churches' partici- 
pation in the emancipation of Zimbabwe from oppressive colonial and minor- 
ity rule has been phenomenal; and, finally, South Africa provides an engaging 
drama of the role the churches played in its liberation from the apartheid 
system. 

The significance of Phiri's work also lies in his effective research methods. 
His research is guided by a clear thesis: "Church-state conflict occurs when 
churches assume the functions of groups and organizations that the state has 
either repressed or liquidated" (p. 17). He explores this thesis using a well- 
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