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Elections Committee disqualifies rock wall initiative 
Initiatives fail, defunct 
tax money still unspent 

Initiative sponsor says he must keep quiet 

by Ben Johnson 
T H R l i S H l i K S T A F F 

The $32,000 surplus blanket tax money 
remains untouched after no initiative survived 
this year's unusually political homecoming 
elections. 

Two-ply toilet paper and the Humanities 
Building crane will be crowned king and queen. 
Hanszen Col lege s o p h o m o r e s Mer r i t t 
McAlister and Gavin Parks will fill the Student 
Association external affairs vice president and 
treasurer positions. Both ran unopposed. 

Proposed changes to the University Court 
constitution, adding five new justices and re-
ducing the number of days that U. Court has to 
resolve cases, passed. 

Although 1,108 students cast their voles on 
the three blanket-tax initiatives, none received 
the required two-thirds majority. The initia-
tive suggested by the eight college presidents 
to distribute $24,000 evenly among the col-
leges missed the mark with 57 percent in favor 
of the plan. The -"supa fly" dance club pro-

See ELECTIONS, Page 7 

HOMECOMING COURT 

King Two-Ply Prince Apathy 

Queen "F***ing 
HUMA Crane" 

Princess 
Babs Willis 

by Ix-slie Liu 
<1 S H i H M M T O K l A L S l f t l Y 

An initiative that proposed the construc-
tion of a rock-climbing wall was disqualified 
according to an e-mail.sent Wednesday to the 
SA listserv by the Elections Committee Chair 
Jamie Lisagor. ° 

The disqualification was for an alleged vio-
lation of the election code, although Lisagor 
did not state in the announcement the nature 
of the violation or its perpetrator. 

"At this time I am not able to expand on the 
reasons for the disqualification of the rock 
wall initiative," Lisagor wrote in another post 
to the listserv Wednesday. 

Baker College senior Gabriel Garcia, presi-
dent of the Outdoors Club and one of the 
initiative's organizers, said he was told of the 
its disqualification through an e-mail Wednes-
day morning. 

The Thresher has chosen not to report 
reasons found for the action taken by the 
Elections Committee in order to protect the 
best interests of parties involved, according to 
the editors. 

Thresher Editor in Chief Jett McAlister and 

News Editor Elizabeth Jardina talked to Garcia 
W e d n e s d a y a f t e rnoon . Garc ia told the 
Thresher details of what had happened to the 
initiative. 

"At this point we did not have any concerns 
that there might be a confidentiality problem 
at all; so we decided to go with [the story]," 
McAlister said. 

Garcia said he talked to the Thresher be-
cause he did not believe he was violating any 
rules. "I told Jett McAlister how I campaigned 
for the rock-climbing wall initiative and why 
the proposal was disqualified," Garcia said. 
"At the time, talking to the Thresher seemed 
like the right thing to do." 

However, at about 11:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
University Court Chair Jay Reynolds called 
the Thresher office to speak with McAlister. 

"[Reynolds] told me Gabe had e-mailed 
him telling him that Gabe had talked to us and 
that Gabe was wondering whether this was 
acceptable," McAlister said. "Jay's response 
was that no, it was not acceptable, and that it 
violated Article DC of the U. Court constitution, 
which deals with confidentiality of U. Court 
matters." 

See INITIATIVE, Page 6 

Police arrest two suspects 
after attempted robbery 

by Lisa Gillum 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

F&H is on a roll 
L i Z Z 'E T A I S H O F F , T H R E S H E R 

Wiess College Master John Hutchinson cuts a cake at the two-ply celebration at lunch Monday in the Wiess 
Commons. Food and Housing distributed commemorative T-shirts at the event, which celebrated this week's 
introduction of two-ply toilet paper into the residential colleges. 

A pizza delivery driver was 
robbed at gunpoint outside Hanszen 
College early Monday morning while 
taking pizza to a Hanszen student. 
Campus Police had the two suspects 
in custody within minutes of the rob-
bery. 

A Domino's Pizza deliveryman 
told Campus Police that as he was 
walking in front of the telephones in 
the Old Section of Hanszen, he felt 
someone tug on the pizza bags he 
was carrying. The suspect held up a 

gun and demanded money. The 
deliveryman said that at the same 
time, a student came out of the Han-
szen Commons, causing the perpe-
trator to panic and run. 

The suspect ran off toward Wiess 
with two pizzas. The deliveryman 
called 911, where the dispatcher 
knew to contact the Rice Police . 

Campus Police received the call 
. at 12:41 a.m. Monday. Five minutes 
after the call, Security Officer Carl 
Parker saw two men run from the 
direction of Wiess College, jump into 
a white Chevrolet and drive away 

See PIZZA, Page 5 

Mandela to visit campus 
by Ben Weston 

I H R E S H F R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F . 

TCU to leave WAC, but SMU stays behind 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
T H K K S H U R K D I T O K I A L S T A F F 

Storm clouds gathered over the 
Western Athletic Conference this 
week as the troubled league took yet 
another hit. 

However, due to a surprising turn 
of events, the WAC avoided poten-
tial disaster and possibly emerged a 
stronger conference, Rice President 
Malcolm Gillis said. 

C o n f e r e n c e USA p r e s i d e n t s 
voted Monday to offer membership 
to Texas Christian University, pres-
ently a member of the WAC, and 
TCU accepted the invitation. 

C-USA did .not extend an invita-
tion to Southern Methodist Univer-
sity, however, meaning the longtime 
Dallas-Fort Worth rivals will be in 
different conferences for the first 
time in over 75 years. 

TCU will leave the WAC for C-
USA in the 2001-'02 academic year, a 
date that coincides with the expira-
tion of the WAC's original member-
ship agreement. 

TCU will reportedly pay a $2 mil-
lion entry fee in addition to forfeiting 
all WAC revenuesbeginningnextyear. 

However, there is no truth to the seventh-largest media market may 
rumors that TCU will be booted out actually be an advantage, Gillis 
of the WAC after this year or that the said. 
school will have to pay any furthel?** "It was not a surprise to me," 
penalties, Gillis said, because there Gillis said about C-USA only taking 
is no such mechanism in the WAC 
bylaws. 

While TCU's departure is a dis-
appointment, the fact that SMU will 
stay was a pleasant surprise to 
those who believed both depar-
tures were a foregone conclusion, 
WAC Commissioner Karl Benson 
said. 

"I had prepared myself for SMU 
"and TCU to get invitations and for 

both to accept," Benson,said in a 
media conference call Monday. "It 
sure surprised me. 

"We're excited to have SMU in 
our league.. . . The outcome is not as 
bad as it could have been. To have 
SMU is a huge boost as we try to 
build the WAC." 

Keeping at least one school from 
the Dallas-Fort Worth media mar-
ket was essential to the WAC's well-
being, Benson said. 

But while it seems losing either 
of the schools rs a blow, having just 
one representative in the nation's 

one school. "I never thought they 
would take two schools in one TV 
market. And it's possible that it could 
even help to only have one school 
[in the'Metroplex], 

"It hardly hurts the WAC at all," 
Gillis added aboutTCU's departure. 
'Their athletics department is not 
by any means any stronger than 
Rice's." 

While there is a possibility^ hard 
feelings between TCU, SMU and 
the remaining WAC members as a 
result of both schools' efforts to de-
fect, Gillis and Benson said that won't 
likely be the case, citing both 
schools' professionalism throughout 
the negotiations. 

"As long as TCU leaves grace-
fully, there will be no lasting animos-
ity," Gillis said. 

Nevertheless, TCU's defection is 
the latest in a series of unfortunate 
developments for the WAC. Eight 
schools announced their departure 

See WAC, Page 20 

Nelson Mandela, former presi-
dent of the Republic of South Africa, 
will speak Oct. 26 in Autry Court in 
an event sponsored by the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy. 

Mandela, winner of the 1993 
Nobel Peace Prize, will be presented 
the institute's Enron Prize for Dis-
tinguished Public Policy. 

The event will also include re-
marks by Prince Bandar bin Sultan, 
ambassador of Saudi Arabia to the 
United States, and former U.S. Sec-
retary of State James A. Baker III. 

"This is an extremely significant 
visit," President Malcolm Gillis said. 
"We're very proud that President 
Mandela has chosen Rice as a place 
to visit. He is one of the most signifi-
cant figures of the century." 

President Mandela is the third 
recipient of the Enron Prize. Retired 
Army Gen. Colin Powell received 

the inaugural award in 1995, and 
former Soviet P remier Mikhail 
Gorbachev was recognized in 1997. 

Mandela is best known as a stal-
wart opponent of apartheid in his 
native South Africa. He was impris-
oned from 1964 to 1990 for plotting to 
overthrow the nation's government. 

In 1991, Mandela was elected 
president of the African National 
Congress, a position he held until 
1997. He was elected president of 
South Africa in 1994 in the country's 
first democratic elections and held 
the office until retiring this June. 

"It's always good for the univer-
sity to be branching out and bring-
ing in speakers that bring a different 
perspective on things," Black Stu-
dent Association Executive Vice 
President Todd LeBlanc said. 

Security measures will be in place 
at the event, and a current Rice ID is 
required for admission. The cer-
emony will begin at 7 p.m. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. 
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A job well done 
The Campus Police responded quickly and effectively to the 

aggravated robbery early Monday morning. From the moment the 
fleeing suspect 's vehicle pulled away from Wiess College, the Cam-
pus Police had the vehicle in sight and kept the situation under 
control until they finally arrested the suspects near Entrance 8. 

Campus Police officers' response to this potentially volatile situ-
ation may be standard ("a textbook stop and a textbook ID," Lt. Terry 
Ryals called it). But in an incident that shocks and surprises the 
campus, it's heartening to know that our police officers really are 
there for us. 

Still too many secrets 
This week, an initiative signed by about 250 undergraduate 

students was removed fro»- the ballot less than a day before voting 
was completed, on the grounds that the Special Election Code had 
been breached. 

Following the initiative's removal, no one on the Student Associa-
tion Elections Committee was willing to publicly state what portion 
of the Election Code had been broken, leaving supporters in the dark 
about why their initiative had been removed. 

Because of the secrecy surrounding the issue, most voters will be 
completely unable to know anything at all about the alleged viola-
tions. 

This is a dangerous precedent — the Elections Committee has 
shown that it can make a significant change lo a ballot in the middle 
of an election and not be accountable to anyone for it. 

The undergraduate student body has a right to know why such a 
decision was made. The Elections Committee must back up its claim 
with more substantive information. We are sure the committee did 
not arbitrarily decide to remove the initiative from the ballot, but in 
covering up its reasons, the committee makes it appear this way. 

Campaigning for change 
' in election rules 

Initiatives are not people. 
This important but apparently forgotten distinction lies at the 

crux of a problem that caused the removal of the rock climbing wall 
initiative from this week's ballot. 

Lf an initiative is not a person, then it cannot conceivably campaign 
as a human candidate for office would. It also cannot break a rule or 
violate a code. An initiative, it must be noted, is a completely 
inanimate thing — it cannot act, talk, promote itself or campaign. 

Student Association Elections Committee Chair Jaime Lisagor's 
e-mail to the SA listserv states that the initiative was removed 
because of a violation of the Special Election Code. 

t However, the code nowhere mentions initiatives or referenda. 
The code has rules on campaigning, yes. But all of its stipulations 
apply to races with candidates, not initiatives, which are not candi-
dates and don't even truly have figurehead sponsors. 

The code has other problems as well. One passage of the code 
states that a person campaigning on behalf of a candidate must 
follow all the regulations to which the candidateis subject. 

But what if the candidate's supporter campaigns without the 
candidate's permission, spending more than $25 on the total cost of 
the campaign and sending unsolicited e-mail, both violations of the 
code? Or, even worse, what if someone opposed to a candidate 
"campaigned" for her with unsolicited e-mail—in order to disqualify 
the candidate? 

If the Thresher were tb editorially support an initiative or candi-
date, would that initiative or candidate be disqualified on the grounds 
that it costs more than $25 to print a run of this newspaper? 

Even if such ambiguities could be resolved, the question of 
initiatives still remains. Should the actions of one supporter of an 
initiative be enough to disqualify the initiative, even if hundreds of 
other people signed a petition to have the initiative on the ballot? 

In disqualifying the rock wall initiative, the Elections Committee 
has seriosuly misinterpreted the code and mistakenly removed a 
valid initiative from the ballot. In order to truly gauge student 
opinion on this matter, the rock wall initiative must be rerun without 
interference by the Elections Committee. 

More importantly, however, the Election Code should be rewrit-
ten to remove any ambiguities from its pages, such that it is clear 
what rules apply to candidates running for office and what rules 
apply to initiatives and referenda. 
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The emperor wears no clothes 

Houston triumphs in U.S. air pollution race 
Houston may be only the fourth-
largest city in America. But this 
week, we're No. 1. 

Last Friday, Reuters reported that 
Houston had pulled ahead 
in the national air pollu-
tion race. So far this year, 
we've racked up an im-
pressive 44 days in which 
we've exceeded federal 
health standards for 
ozone. 

Los Angeles, which 
had been the reigning 
champion for years, has 
scored only 43, and the 
two cities' weather pat-
terns all but guarantee 
that we'll register higher ozone lev-
els from here on out. 

Houston has left L.A. in the dust, 
as it were. 

Celebrations will commence 
along the Main Street corridor each 
weekday at rush hour for the re-
mainder of 1999. Bring your cigars. 

Unfortunately, not everyone's so 
thrilled. Kathy Brown, a spokesper-
son for Houston's Health Depart-
ment, even went so far as to call our 
recent victory a "problem," in what 
will undoubtedly be remembered as 
a tactless, self-righteous and vi-
ciously anti-Houstonian address. 

Worse, she went on to define ..that 
"problem": "We put too much stuff 
in the air." 

That's what's wrong with envi-
ronmentalists. They keep changing 
their minds. A few years ago they 
were whining about how the ozone 
layer is dying, but this week, you'd 
think that ozone was more vile than 
anthrax. 

We Americans watch with awe as 
the green crowd tries to salvage its 
tattered case with some fast and 
loose words about how ozone is 
needed in some levels of the atmo-
sphere and not others, but we're still 
not fooled. 

James 
Dallal 

In Texas, you don't 
have to be nice to the 

environment if it pisses 
you off. 

A1 Gore thinks we are, however. 
Who but a fool could applaud his 
recent remarks blasting Geprge W. 
for Houston's air pollution? W. isn't 
really from here; he just cultivates 
that reputation to encourage the 
endless stream of love pouring into 
his public persona from the Houston 
Chronicle. 

But there was Gore last Thurs-
day, blasting away. "For the people 

of Houston, this pollution has cost 
billions of dollars, thousands of sick 
days and hundreds of premature 
deaths," he said. 

Oh, please. Hundreds 
of premature deaths? 
More people could die 
laughing at that statement 
than have been killed by 
ozone in the history of 
carburetors. 

Gore went on: "For 
Governor Bush, it has 
meant strong support 
from polluters who did 
not want to see an enforce-
ment of the environmen-
tal laws, from corner cut-

ters who wanted regulators [to be] 
friendly to them instead of being 
friendly to the environment." 

You heard right. The man who 
wants to be our president, who wants 
the job of bombing the unfree world 
back into submission, is reprimand-
ing people for being mean to his 
environment. 

The Texas governor has yet to 
say he's sorry, but he has taken a 
time-out: In lieu of speaking publicly 
on the issue, Bush dispatched one 
of his lackeys to call Gore an "envi-
ronmental extremist." r . 

Bush himself remains silent, of 
course, because Gore's right. Those 
billions of dollars lining the Bush 
campaign's pockets had to come 
from somewhere. Many of his sup-
porters who own factories were over-
joyed when the governor passed 
over tougher Texas pollution laws 
in favor of "voluntary compliance" 
measures. 

Others who own oil companies 
are thrilled to know that Houston 
still doesn't have a decent public 
transportation system. InTexas, you 
don't have to be nice to the environ-
ment if it pisses you off. 

And dammit, if I owned an oil 
company, the environment would 
piss me off. If people don't burn oil in 
their cars, then what are the oil en-
trepreneurs going to do with it? 

I can see them now, hundreds of 
dispossessed oil tycoons trying des-
perately to hawk oil for a nickel a 
cupful on Prairie Street. The image 
gets me a little misty. 

I recall with wonder the hubbub 
several years ago when Rush 
Limbaugh claimed that there are 
more trees in America now than 
when Columbus arrived. 

The entire liberal cadre, of which 
I was. § youthful, naive part, lam-
basted Rush for his blatant offense 
against truth. 

Rush's point, however, spoke to 
a level of truth beyond the validity of 
his claim. It was the grand litmus 
test of American environmentalism. 
Rush was asking, once and for all, if 
anybody really cares about the envi-
ronment. And for so many Ameri-

cans facing that taboo question for 
the first time, the answer was no. 

We here in Houston are just more 
honest, and it's nice lo be No. 1 at 
something. 

Mexico City, here we come. 
So if A1 Gore thinks he can win 

the presidency by castigating Bush 
for corruption, then he is painfully 
mistaken. The government has al-
ways been for sale, and we Ameri-
cans like it that way, because most 
of us hope to buy off a piece for 
ourselves as soon as we can. 

On some great day in the future, 
Congress will finally stop preaching 
about the environment and will vote 
unanimously to adopt Limbaugh's 
tree statistics as official state truth. 

For now, it remains for Housto-
nians to bask in our glory, and the 
glory of a sun that shines through 
the thickest haze of ozone in the 
United States. 

James Dallal is opinion editor and a 
Lovett College sophomore. He can be 
reached afjdallal@rice.edu. 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Letters to th« editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Letters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
m Tips for possible news sto-
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the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 
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mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
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Guest column 

Raise your voice against intolerance 
I have, for my ent i re life, held an 
unfaltering belief in the human abil-
ity to empathize. 

I am certain that everyone among 
us can c o m p r e h e n d the 
trials and tr ibulat ions ho-
mosexuals, bisexuals and 
the t r ansgendered must 
encounter o n a day-to-day 
basis. As meVnbers of a 
minor i ty f ac ing a vast 
amount of social opposi-
tion, exis tence for these 
people will, at s o m e point, 
be quite uneasy. 

Given this, it should 
come as no surpr ise that I 
was in fu r i a t ed w h e n 1 
learned that in format iona l Pr ide 
s igns were vanishing f rom the walls 
of my college. Nearly all of the origi-
nal s igns were des t royed . 

I was so angered by this blatant 
act of intolerance that, at 1 a.m. one 
day^'I rallied a g r o u p of f r iends to-
ge ther to copy and replace the signs. 
Our efforts were in vain; the replace-
ments disappeared within hours . 

Now, let m e say, I have no idea 
who was respons ib le for such an 
ignorant act nor do I claim to know 
their intentions. P e r h a p s their num-
bers w£re few or m a y b e they stole 
the sign^ as a joke. 

Yet, as mean ing less as t he se acts 
might have been , their repercus-
sions are g rea t and real. T h e inten-
tions behind this act would be per-

Catherine 
Adcock 

ceived by most as negative. This is 
just one more negative emotion di-
rected toward the homosexua l com-
munity. 

Now there exists just 
one more reason for a ho-
mosexual Rice s tudent to 
remain in the closet for 
ano ther day, month, year 
or perhaps even a lifetime. 
Who knows how many 
more will live in darkness , 
hiding their t rue selves 
f r o m the outside world, 
as a result of this act? 

1 was surpr ised, to say 

the least, to see how little 
energy o the r s put toward 

counter ing this action. 
T h o s e I ques t ioned s u m m e d up 

their feel ings with a "That 's hor-
rible," and left it there . T h o s e few 
words were followed by nothing — 
very few whom I spoke to were will-
ing to br ing up the issue of intoler-
ance of the homosexua l communi ty 
with their fellow classmates . 

At the time, I a s sumed that the 
issue was simply not relevant to my 
fr iends ' lives. They were not gay or 
lesbian, and they there fore had no 
reason to act beyond the few words 
they offered as friendly support . 

I have s ince realized that this 
issue is important to everyone. Tol-
erance def ines Rice University. We 
brea the it and chant it like a mantra. 
When an act of intolerance is com-

mitted, we must respond as a com-
munity. Though the act was directed 
at only certain m e m b e r s of the com-
munity, every m e m b e r suffered. 

Perhaps my fr iends suffered from 
apathy, or perhaps it was fear. Maybe 
they feared that o thers might think 
they were gay or lesbian. 

Let me say very strongly that you 
do not have to be a m e m b e r of Pride, 
or gay at all, to show support for the 
homosexua l , bisexual and trans-
gendered community. 

At the time, I assumed 
that the issue was 

simply not relevant to 
my friends' lives. 

1 don't want the entire Rice cam-
pus to adopt my energy and zeal. I 
am not advocating that dozens of 
people copy Pride signs at 1 a.m. or 
that scores of people write letters to 
the Thresher. 

Rather, I wish we would raise our 
voices as one to condemn such acts. 
We must not tolerate intolerant ac-
tivities. „ 

Catherine Adcock is a Sid Richardson 
College freshman. 

Guest column 

Reform Party 2000: the best joke running 
Well, boys and girls, the semes-
ter is already half-over. Seniors, you 
know what that means : It 's t ime to 
start th inking about ge t t ing a job. 

Part of the p roces s is 
kissing the ass of Corpo-
rate America by attend-
ing funct ions and inter-
v i e w s a n d l i t t l e " g e t 
t o g e t h e r s " t h r o w n by 
c o m p a n i e s s e e k i n g t h e 
best and br igh tes t com-
ing out of college. 

Now you have to do 
someth ing to b reak the 
ice. My recommendat ion? 
Start us ing jokes . 

And I don' t mean the 
one about the rabbi, t he priest and 
the Ayatollah of Iran walking into a 
porn that you've told your room-
mates umpteen t imes. You might 
want to try some th ing a little m o r e 
politically correct . 

Brook 
Ames 

And he does look 
snappy in the oversized 

sunglasses and pink 
feather boa. 

Stumped? Never fear , for I have 
t h e newes t and g r e a t e s t joke in 
America-today. I can s u m it up for 
you in th ree s imple words: the Re-
form Party. Get it? OK, it's obvious 
f rom the lack of l augh te r that you 
don't, so let m e se t it up for you. 

Exhibit 1: the founde r and spiri-
tual leader of t h e Reform Party, the 
often-imitated bu t never-reproduced 
Ross Perot . If you don ' t th ink that 
this guy ' s a laugh a minute , you 
mus t not b e brea th ing! 

This is the man w h o m a d e the 
whole world chuck le with his now 
famous "I'm all ea r s^c rack , the man 
who encouraged Amer ica to send 
2x4*6 to Pres iden t Clintofl to protes t 
h is foreign policy, the man who 
seemingly hasn ' t spewed , a single 
coheren t t hough t s ince *92. If h e 
isn't a laugh riot, who is? 

All I have to do is look at a pie 
chart to think of good old Ross, and 
I itfart to laugh. And thankfully for 
us, he still ha s billions of dollars left 

to p r o d u c e h i s h i g h - q u a l i t y 
infomercials on late-night TV. 

Still don' t ge t it? OK, then I give 
you ... 

Exhibit 2: the ever-con-
troversial, but always styl-
ish, maverick governor of 
Minneso t a , J e s s e ' T h e 
Body, the Mind, the Pan-
c r e a s , W h a t e v e r " Ven-
tura. Th i s guy is the pic-
ture of comic relief! Think 
about it: He ' s been in the 
national spotl ight since 
his election, and what has 
h e done as governor? 

Well, he ha s made the 
rounds to the Big T h r e e 

of media (Oprah, Sa.Uy Jesse and 
Montel) . He ' s managed to alienate 
nearly every major organized reli-
gion in America, t hanks to his now-
legendary Playboy interview. 

He kept law and o rder in the 
wrest l ing r ing at the W W F pay-per-
view S u m m e r s l a m by prevent ing 
that dastardly Triple H from win-
ning the gold. 

And he ' s still talking about run-
ning for the presidency in 2004. Well, 
we've already had an actor, and a 
wrest ler is like an actor, so the re is 
some p recedence . And h e does look 
snappy in t h e oversized sunglasses 
and pink fea ther boa. Wha t more 
could you ask for? 

Come on. You're still not laugh-
ing? All r ight , last chance . 

Exhibit 3: the newest addition to 
this band of mer rymake r s , complet-
ing the comedic trinity, the "People's 
Bigot" Pat Buchanan . Every word 
out of h i s mou th is classic! 

cies. I may laugh so hard that I'll cry. 
This is the man who, with one fell 

swoop, destroyed any credibility the 
Republican Party had at their 1992 
convention. Many fee l t ie is respon-
sible for causing Bush Senior to lose 
to Clinton. If he ' s not a walking, 
talking laugh track, who is? 

See? Now you're starting to get 
it. But I h a v e n ' t g o t t e n to t h e 
punchline yet. Ready? 

People are going to vote for them. 
Not in record numbers , not nearly 

as much as for the Democra t s or the 
Republicans, but in significant num-
bers nonetheless . N u m b e r s that I 
predict will make American political 
pundits sit up and take notice. 

On second thought , maybe you'd 
bet ter stick to the rabbi, priest and 
Ayatollah joke. It's probably less of-
fensive, and definitely less scary. 

N ow if you'll excuse me, I'm afraid 
that I laughed so hard, I'm feeling a 
b t t s ick . 

Brook Ames 
sophomore. 

is a Hanszen College 

Try this column 

Students visibly unshaken 
by latest on-campus crime 
Lock your doors, bar your 
windows, and be careful whom 
you look in the eye. Our quiet 
little campus is no longer safe. 
Early Monday morn-
ing, half an hour after 
midnight, a man was 
held up at gunpoin t 
outside of my college. 

I found out about 
this less than an hour 
after it happened. My 
r o o m m a t e got an e-
mail about the mug-
ging and told me about 
it just as I was heading 
out the door. I was go-
ing outside to sit on the 
Hanszen College swing, not too 
far from the scene of the crime. 
Had I been outside only minutes 
earlier, I may have witnessed the 
following event: 

A pizza deliveryman was de-
livering pizza. Suddenly, the pizza 
was taken out of his hands and he 
turned to see a gun pointed in his 
face. 

A voice in the da rknes s de-
manded money, but then a sud-
den movement caused the mug-
ger to flee on foot toward Wiess 
College. 

T h e 

Gordon 
Wittick 

I've found it very 
easy to go through 
life assuming that 
because I've never 
been threatened, 

beaten or mugged, I 
never will. 

The next day, Hanszen was 
abuzz about the exci tement in 
the quad. 

Guy: "I hear a pizza delivery 
guy got mugged last night." 

Girl: [Laughs.] 
Guy: "It happened right out 

here, at Hanszen. I think the cam-
pos caught him." f 

Girl: "You mean it was a Rice 
student?" 

Other Guy: "We're going to 
need bigger hedges ." 

Another Guy: "More foliage! 
We need more foliage!" 

Still A n o t h e r Guy: " T h e y 
should plant a row of f lowers out-
side the hedges ." 

Other Guy: "Yeah, criminals 
wouldn't dare t rample those flow-
ers ." 

funny thing about this 
m u g g i n g is, I don ' t 
believe in it. It's not 
that 1 doubt the integ-
rity of the C a m p u s Po-
lice o f f i ce r who re-
counted the story to 
me, I just find it diffi-
cult to imagine danger-
ous events t ranspir ing 
at Hanszen College, or 
on most of Rice cam-
pus. Come to think of 
it, I f ind it diff icult 
i m a g i n i n g a n y t h i n g 

dange rous ever happening to me 
anywhere ever. 

I've found it very easy to go 
th rough life a s suming that be-
cause I've never been threatened, 
beaten or mugged , I never will. 
I've wandered alone th rough the 
Rice campus at every hour of the 
day or night. Th i s s u m m e r I even 
wandered around Tulane Univer-
sity in New Orleans alone at night. 
Granted, I'm 6 feet 6 inches tall, 
but I'm not very scary and quite 
helpless. 

I t ' s not l ike I 'm g o i n g to 
c h a n g e my habits. I always knew 

. that a mugg ing could happen on 
campus . I'm not about to stay 
locked scared in my room after 
11 p.m. because it's actually hap-
pened. 

Bes ides , t h e r e ' s really no-
where to go to escape danger . 
You can find a place that makes 
you feel safe and pretend that 
you are, bu t sa fe ty ' s really just an 
illusion. The re ' s noth ing in the 
world that can shield you from 
pain, so you just be t ter hope you 
can deal with it when it happens . 

After the g u n m a n fled, the 
pizza deliveryman called the po-
lice. M o m e n t s la te r , o f f i ce r s 
s topped a car pulling away from 
Wiess College at En t rance 8. 

Inside, they found two indi-
viduals, one of whom matched 
t h e desc r ip t ion given by the 
deliveryman. Also in the car were 
two BB guns, which resembled 
pistols. T h e pizza was also recov-
ered. 

So, once again, the Campus 
Police got their man, and the cam-
pus was made safe once more. 

At least for now. 

Gordon Wittick is opinion editor 
and a Hanszen College junior. He 
canbereachedatgordon@nce.edu. 

Never fear, for I have 
the newest and greatest 
joke in America today. 

Bui ld ing a wall b e t w e e n t h e 
United States and Mexico? Hysteri-
cal. Completely shut t ing our bor-
de r s to all immigran ts and refugees , 
no m a t t e r h o w d e s p e r a t e t he i r 
plight? I 'm rolling on the floor. 

And don' t even get m e started on 
his views on the separation of church 
and state and his gun control poli-
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Leadership Rice Assistant 
Director Pickard resigns 

by Rachel M. Krause 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Michelle Pickard, assistant di-
rec tor of Leadersh ip Rice, re-
s igned f rom h e r position, effec-
tive today, to take a position at 
the Inst i tute of International Edu-
cation in Houston. 

Pickard ha s been at Rice for a 
year and a half. As assistant di-
rector , s h e handled the adminis-
trative and marke t ing aspects of 
Leadership Rice, was the grant 
c o o r d i n a t o r for Envis ion and 
acted as an adviser to s tudents . 
T h e sea rch for he r replacement 
is current ly u n d e r way, a l though 
the title of the position will be 
changed to program coordinator. 

'I'm leaving a good 
place, but I've 
outgrown my job 
here.' 

— Michelle Pickard 
Leadership Rice 

assistant director 

Pickard said she feels her main 
accompl i shment s are strength-
ening the Envision Grant Pro-
gram, which recently received an 
increase in graduate funding. She 
also said she values the personal 
relationships she has with students. 

Josh Kalz, a 1998 Leadership 
Rice student, said, "She is a warm, 
attentive person, and students value 

LIZ2IE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 

Michelle Pickard 

her as a friend." 
Kalz, a Wiess College junior, 

was a leaching assistant last spring 
for University 309, "Creating and 
Managing Change," the introduc-
tory course to the Leadership Rice 
program. 

O the r aspects of the program 
include s u m m e r men to r sh ips , 
the Envision Grant Program, the 
W o m e n ' s M e n t o r i n g P rog ram 
and Leap, the f reshman leader-
ship seminar . 

At h e r new position at the 
Institute of International Educa-
tion, Pickard will head a pro-
g ram to provide cross-cultural 
and diversity training for g roups 
in the Houston community. 

"I'll be taking on more respon-
sibility, which is exciting and 
scary," Pickard said. "It was a 
tough decision because I love my 
work. I 'm leaving a good place, 
but I've outgrown my job here . I 
love my s tuden t s and built really 
s t rong relat ionships with them. 
I'm so sad to leave them." 

Domestic partner benefits garner support 
-ApJ ; 

by Olivia Allison 
THRESHERSTAKK 

A petition reques t ing same-sex 
domest ic par tner benef i ts for Rice 
faculty and staff received more than 
300 s ignatures within three hour s 
Monday. 

T h e petition was part of the cam-
pus-wide activities in observance of 
National Coming Out Week. 

"The petition was put together 
primari ly b e c a u s e we wanted to 
gauge the level of support but also 
because we wanted to educate the 
wider campus community," Lyhne 
Huffer, a French studies professor 
and one of the writers of the petition, 
said. 

Faculty, staff and students formed 
an ad hoc commit tee last spr ing to 
address the issue of domest ic part-
ner benefits. 

M e m b e r s of the commit tee said 
the un ivers i ty is d i s c r imina t ing 
against homosexua ls by not offer-
ing same-sex domest ic par tner ben-
efits. 

7 am basically being 
paid less simply 
because my partner is 
of the same sex.' 

— Boyd Beckwith 
Student Center director 

"It is an equity issue in that het-
erosexual couples have the option 
to get married, so the only people 
who cannot get benefi ts are same-
sex couples. I am basically being 
paid less simply because my par tner 
is of the same sex vs. someone with 
a spouse or par tner of the o ther sex," 

MONDRO BARMAN/THRESHER 

A student signs the petition calling for benefits for faculty and staff domestic 
partners in the Student Center Monday. 

S t u d e n t C e n t e r D i r e c t o r Boyd 
Beckwith said. 

More opportuni t ies to sign the 
petition will be available in the fu-
ture, and a W e b site is be ing set up 
so that people can sign it online us-
ing their Social Security n u m b e r at 
h ttp: //www. r u f . rice, edu / 
benefitsforall. 

Accord ing to a b r o c h u r e pro-
duced by the commit tee , Rice and 
Notre Dame are the only two univer-
sities in U. S. News and World Report's 
Top 20 schools that do not offer 
equal benef i ts to same-sex domest ic 
par tners . 

"Rice needs to draw the best fac-
ulty, and at this point we are turning 
people away by not offering these 
benefi ts ," Pride Pres ident Amanda 
Goad said. 

Rice currently offers o ther ben-
efits to same-sex par tners such as 
ID cards and use of the gym, and the 
university began offering heal th in-
surance to the same-sex par tners of 
s tudents at the beginning of the 1999-
2000 school year. 

T h e b rochure also s tates that the 
"faculty council passed a unan imous 

resolution in May 1997 calling for 
[same-sex domes t ic par tner] ben-
efits beginning no later than the 1998-
99 fiscal year ." v 

According to Huffer , th is resolu-
tion was repor ted to the administra-
tion but no th ing ha s happened since 
then. 

"It's not that anybody has been 
against us, bu t it's a case of inertia 
w h e r e change is very difficult and 
slow," Huffer said. 

"We're hop ing that by increasing 
awareness about th is we can har-
nes s the ene rgy that h a s already 
been beh ind this . for qui te s o m e 
time," she said. 

President Malcolm Gillis said that 
the university is aware of the effects 
of its lack of domest ic pa r tne r ben-
efits and that universi ty is current ly 
examining different i s sues related 
to this type of policy. 

"A process for careful examina-
tion of cost and o the r i s sues related 
to this quest ion ha s been underway 
for several mon ths . It would be de-
cidedly unhelpful to that p rocess to 
identify deadl ines for resolution," 

See PETITION, Page 6 
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Freshman injured at traditional Hanszen party 
by Brian Stoler 

HIKi.SIII.K KDITOK1A1. STAI K 

A f r e shman was taken to the hos-
pital af ter injuring his head at a tradi-
tional Hanszen College private party 
Oct. 8. 

Hanszen f r e shman John Spiro 
passed out after dr inking 11 shots of 
tequila in less than two hours at 
F r e s h m a n Tequila Night. 

Spiro arrived at the event between 
10:30 and 11 p.m. Oct. 7. He drank 11 
shots of tequila, according to records 
kept at t he party. At about 12:30 
a.m., Spiro passed out, falling for-
ward and hitting his forehead on the 
tile floor. 

'It was fun, but I think 

its excessive. Its kind 

of like a rite of passage 

for freshmen.' 
— Adam Gottleib 

Hanszen College freshman 

Rice E M T s arrived within min-
u tes and treated Spiro, and then 
Campus Police took him to Hermann 
Hospital at 12:43 a.m. 

Spiro received eight s t i tches on 
his fo rehead and was released from 
the hospital several hours later. 

H a n s z e n s o p h o m o r e A n g e l a 
D u r b i n w i t n e s s e d t h e fall. "He 
d idn ' t have the p r o p e r coordina-
t ion, so h e hit t h e f loor with h i s 
h e a d , " s h e said. 

Freshman Tequila Night 
Tequila Night is not an official 

Hanszen College event. It is, how-
ever, a Hanszen tradit ion; it has 
been held in a dorm room at the 
college a lmos t every year for over 
12 years . 

T h e event is scheduled for the 
night after the last of the first round 
of tests in the large f reshman classed 
referred to as the "BigThree": Phys-
ics 101, Chemistry 121 and Math-
emat ics 101. 

Wiess College also traditionally 
holds a private party intended for 
f r e shmen on the same night called 
Big Bang. 

No one contacted by the Thresher 
would name the organizers of this 
year 's Tequila Night. 

Hanszen senior Marc Pestien said 
Tequila Night is run by "the upper-
classmen that have enjoyed the event 
in years past." 

Some upperc lassmen at tended 
the event to take care of the partici-
pants. Hanszen Orientation Week 
coordinators asked O-Week advis-
e rs to watch out for their f reshmen 
at Tequi la Night , junior Lindsay 
Germano, a coordinator, said. 

T h e party was held in a f reshman 
room, Hanszen Room 241. One of 
the room's residents, James Bentley, 
said some upperclassmen asked him 
and his roommates to host the party. 
Bentley and his roommates set up 
the room but did not provide or serve 
the liquor. 

A r e c o r d w a s k e p t of e a c h 
f r e shman ' s drinking. According to 
this score sheet , 33 f reshmen par-
ticipated in the event, dr inking be-
tween one and 13 shots each. 

Spiro is not the first s tudent to be 
hospitalized after Tequila Night. In 
1991, a f r e shman was hospitalized 
with a blood alcohol content of 0.25 
after dr inking 16 shots of tequila. 

'Any event where you 

set up a count for 

people to drink encour-

ages them to go for a 

high count' 
— Lucky Sahualla 

Hanszen College residential 
associate and alumnus 

Reactions to the event 
M e m b e r s of Hanszen differ in 

their reac t ions to Tequila Night. 
Spiro said that he regret ted attend-
ing the event. "In retrospect, 1 wish 
1 wouldn't have gone," he said. "[Te-
quila Night] is not the most respon-
sible thing." 

Other f r e shmen who attended 
Tequila Night said they enjoyed the 
experience. However, some men-
tioned that the availability of alcohol 
led to potential abuse. 

"It's a lot of fun if you know your 
limit," H a n s z e n f r e s h m a n Chr i s 
Sullivan said. 

"It was fun, but 1 think it's exces-
sive," H a n s z e n f r e s h m a n Adam 
Gottlieb said. "It's kind of like a rite 
of passage for f reshmen." 

Upperclassmen who were at the 

Pizza deliveryman not harmed in robbery 
PIZZA, from Page 1 
down the Inner Loop. 

Pa rke r notified Officer Richard 
B l a i r a n d C o r p o r a l A l e j a n d r o 
Adames by radio. Police set up a 
b lockade be tween Autry Court and 
Alice Prat t Brown Hall to stop the 
car. 

"We had them in custody five 
minu tes after the robbery occurred," 
Lt. T e r r y Ryals said. 

W h e n the car was stopped by the 
blockade, Parker found two BB guns 
that resembled semiautomatic weap-
ons and two m a s k s in the car seal, 
a long with the pizza box. 

T h e del iveryman positively iden-
t i f ied t h e s u s p e c t w h o h a d ap-
p r o a c h e d h i m . T h e two m e n , 

7/ was a textbook stop 

and a textbook ID. I'm 

very proud of it.' 
— Lt. Terry Ryals 

Campus Police Officer 

Maurice Skaggs, 21, and Charles 
Butler, 20, are currently in Harris 
County Jail on charges of aggravated 
robbery. 

Ryals said h e r e m e m b e r s a previ-
ous pizza robbery close to 10 years 
ago. 

event emphasized the importance of 
older s tudents watching out for fresh-
men. "It's good that people have 
these experiences where upperclass-
men are watching out," Pestien said. 

Pressure to drink 
Some f r e s h m e n said there were 

people at the event pushing fresh-
men to drink more. "Certain upper-
classmen put a lot of p ressu re on 
some people," Bentley said. 

Other f r e shmen , however, said 
they felt no p ressure to drink more. 
One s tudent said that he was told to 
drink more slowly. 

"Everyone was telling me to slow 
down," said the student , who drank 
13 sho t s over the course of the 
evening. 

Spiro said h e never felt any pres-
sure to drink more. 

Still, some said they feel that the 
nature of the event causes people to 
dr ink m o r e than they normal ly 
would. 

"Any event where you set up a 
count for people who drink encour-
ages them to go for a high count," 
H a n s z e n R e s i d e n t i a l A s s o c i a t e 
Lucky Sahualla (Hanszen '91) said. 
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"It's not frequent , I can tell you 
that," Ryals said. He said the Rice 
campus is not an easy target for 
robbers . 

Because the incident happened 
after midnight, the police had al-
ready closed all en t rances except 
Entrance 8. 

Ryals added that in case of an 
e m e r g e n c y on c a m p u s , peop le 
should call the Campus Police di-
rectly at (713) 527-6000 instead of 
911, because the Campus Police can 
respond more promptly than the 
Houston Police Depar tment can. 

Ryals said he was pleased by the 
efficient police work. "It was a text-
book stop and a textbook ID," he 
said, "I'm very proud of it." 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• Who's Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges nomination forms are now available. 
Nominate a junior or senior of your choice. 

• Extended swimming hours: The pool will soon be open Tuesdays and Thursdays 7-9 a.m. Lifeguards 
interested in working either or both of those shifts should contact Curt Petersen (curtiep@rice.edu). 

• A resolution supporting proposed facilities for club sports will be presented at the next SA meeting. Talk 
with Lindsay Botsford (lindsayk@rice.edu) if you have any comments or questions. 

• Lost and Found: There is a proposal for the creation of a coordinated campus-wide lost and found. Talk 
with Sandheep Surendran (sandheep@rice.edu) if you have any ideas. 

• The Senate approved the Philosophy Club. 

Next meeting: Monday, Oct. 25 at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the Student Center. 

enm conctnTRfiTE? 
Feel Sad? Lonely? Helpless? Worthless? On Edge? Tense? Nervous? 
Have Trouble Sleeping? Shortness of breath? Does your heart race? 

Depression is an illness-not a weakness 
Fabre Research Clinics, Inc. is conducting clinical trials on new 

'antidepressant medication for patients with depression and some 
anxiety. Call us for information on participating in these trials. 

Participants will receive a free physical exam, compensation for their 
time, and possible relief from their symptoms. 

713-526-2329 
ht tp : / /www.FabreResearch.com .^UBMDB mmrtnmtmriHmKlwK 
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http://www.review.com
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Unsolicited e-mails plague campus 
by Ajeet Pai 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

Many members of the Rice Com-
munity who checked their e-mail 
last weekend found bizarre mes-
sages titled "When Everyone Starts 
to Eat Everyone" sent from a num-
ber of different addresses. 

Although spam (unsolicited bulk 
e-mail) is becoming increasingly 
common on campus, there are a 
number of ways that e-mail users 
can reduce the amount of spam they 
receive. 

According to Wyman Miles, se-
nior sys t ems admin is t ra to r of 
Owlnet, spammers gather target 
addresses through a variety of tech-
niques, the most common of which 
is through Web directories. 

Spammers also look for ad-
dresses on personal and course Web 
pages, and their automated search 
programs, or "spiders," visit Rice 
Web pages several times a day. 

In addition to searching Web pages, 
many spammers look for addresses in 
newsgroup postings outside of the 
rice and rice.owlnews hierarchy. 

Rice does not block spam for its 
users because of serious technical 
concerns as well as academic free-
dom issues, Miles said. 

Attempting to filter incoming mail 
for all users presents too great a risk 

of rejecting legitimate e-mail. 
Furthermore, to respect the pri-

vacy of e-mail users, Owlnet does 
not routinely examine the content of 
messages, Miles said. 

"Since the long-time policy of 
Owlnet is that we do not filter mail of 
any kind, there's little we can do," 
Miles said. 

7 realized that it was 
the most interesting 
e-mail I get. "We're 
all going to eat 
each other!" — it's 
awesome.' 

— Jacob Matthews 
Will Rice College junior 

Although Rice cannot always stop 
outs ide organizat ions from 
spamming, a person sending out 
unsolicited bulk e-mail from an 
Owlnet account is in violation of 
Rice's Acceptable Use Policy, and is 
therefore a candidate for disciplin-
ary action. 

"Since unsolicited bulk e-mail is 

a violation [oftheAUP],wecantake 
whatever action is warranted given 
the circumstances," Miles said. 

Generally, anything from a repri-
mand for an unintentional violation 
to a University Court referral can 
occur, Miles said. 

Also, the user's account will be 
locked and he must talk to Director 
of New Media and Student Comput-
ing William Diegaard. 

Miles said that the most effective 
technique forgetting rid of unwanted 
e-mail is by filtering it with a per-
sonal e-majj program. Eudora, 
Outlook and many other ^e-mail 
programs have filters that auto-
matically delete messages accord-
ing to criteria such as sender, title 
or keywords. 

For people who use Pine instead 
of a personal computer to check their 
email, an easy-to-use program called 
Salmon can be very effective. In-
structions for using the program are 
available on the Web at http:// 
is. rice. edu/~ wyma n m/sm n. 

Not everyone is annoyed by the 
recent surge of spam. "I realized 
that it was the most interesting e-
mail I get," said Jacob Matthews, a 
Will Rice College junior. "We're all 
going to eat each other!' — it's awe-
some. If Cheryl Matherly titled her 
e-mails that way, maybe I'd read 
them, too." 

MILLIONS OF 
THE BEST MINDS IN 

AMERICA HAVE ALREADY 
CHOSEN THE BEST 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM: 

TIAA-CREF. 

When it comes to p lann ing a 

comfor tab le fu tu re , America 's 

best and br ightes t t u rn to the exper t : 

T I A A - C R E F . Wi th over $250 billion in 

assets u n d e r m a n a g e m e n t , we ' r e the 

world 's largest re t i rement system, the 

nation's leader in cus tomer sa t is fac t ion, 0 

and the ove rwhe lming choice of people 

in educat ion, research, and related fields. 

Expertise You Can 
Count O n 

For over 80 years , T I A A - C R E F has intro-

duced intelligent solutions to America's 

long-term planning needs. W e pioneered the 

portable pension, invented the variable 

annuity, and popularized the very concept 

of stock investing for ret irement. In fact, we 

manage the largest stock account in the 

wor ld (based on assets unde r management) . 

Today, T I A A - C R E F can he lp y o u 

achieve even more of y o u r financial goals. 

Wi th T I A A - C R E F you ' l l f ind the 

flexibility and choice y o u need, backed by 

a p roven h is tory of pe r fo rmance , 

r e m a r k a b l y low expenses , and peerless 

commi tmen t to personal service. 

Find O u t for Yourself 
To learn more abou t the wor ld ' s p remie r 

re t i rement organizat ion, talk to one of ou r 

re t i rement p lann ing experts , o r be t ter still, 

speak to one of y o u r colleagues. Find out 

why, when it comes to p lanning for tomor-

row, great minds think alike. 

To find out more - give us 
a call or visit our website 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it." 

1 800 842 -2776 
www.tiaa-cref.org 

•DALBAR. Inc.. 1997 Defined Contribution Excellence Rating. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. TIAA-CREF Individual and Inatitutiona! 
Service., Inc. distribute. CRF.F certificates and intereM. in the TIAA Real E s U t j ^ c c o u n t . Teacher. Personal Investor. Services, Inc. distributes the 
TIAA-CREF Mutual Funds For more complete information, including charges arid expense., please call for prospectuses. Read them carefully before 
you invest or send money. To request prospectuses, call 1 800 842-2733. ext. 5509. Investments in securities such a . mutual funds and variable annuities 
are subject to certain risks including the possible loss of principal. 8A9 

Coming Out Week observed 
PETITION, from Page 4 
Gillis said. 

Merritt McAlister, a Hanszen 
College sophomore and Pride 
vice president, said that the pur-
pose of promoting National Com-
ing Out Week, which ends today, 
on campus is to make the gay and 
lesbian community at Rice vis-
ible. 

"It is imfJ^rtant to show stu-
dents that there is a voice on 
campus, and this week is not just 
for the gay and lesbian students 
but to educate all of [the] Rice 
community. 

"You don't come to college to 
stay in your own box. People need 

to learn to grow outside that box," 
McAlister said. 

Beckwith also said that this 
week is especially important be-
cause Tuesday marked one year 
since the death of Matthew 
Shepard. 

Shepard, a gay 21-year-old 
University of Wyoming student, 
died five days after being pistol-
whipped and tied to a fence. 

"The more people that come 
out, the less likely it is that things 
like the Matthew Shepard killing 
will happen because we no longer 
are 'those people' but we are their 
friends and family," Beckwith 
said. 

'Thresher' upholds U. Court 
policy for confidentiality 
INITIATIVE, from Page 1 

McAlister said he had an ex-
tended conversation with Reynolds 
pertaining to what would be appro-
priate for the Thresher to report. 

In the discussion, McAlister said 
Reynolds made him aware of the 
parties' involved and how the 
Thresher's decision to run the story 
would affect their various interests. 

At midnight, Garcia called the 
Thresher office and asked for 
McAlister. 

"Basically, what he wanted was 
to be able to retract everything that 
he 'd told us this a f te rnoon," 
McAlister said. At this point, Garcia 
was asked to come in to the office to 
talk to editorial staff members in 
person. 

"After talking with Gabriel at 
length about his situation as an 
international student and the con-
sequences that could come of U. 
Court action against him, even 
though we feel that he's done noth-
ing wrong and that any action taken 
against him wouldn't result in any-
thing, it would be completely irre-
sponsible to do something that 
would put him at the risk of dire 
consequences happening to him," 
McAlister said. 

"I think it's terrible that we're not 
running it. I would have liked it if 
Gabe didn't feel intimidated, [and] I 
would like it if everyone involved 

would realize that confidentiality sur-
rounding this whole issue is uncalled 
for," McAlister said. 

McAlister said the 250 students 
who signed the petition to get the 
initiative on the ballot have a right to 
know why the initiative was taken 
off. 

"It's reprehensible that the Elec-
tions Committee is keeping it from 
them and that we have to keep it 
from them because of what might 
happen to one student," McAlister 
said. 

- Garcia said he disagrees with 
reasons given for the removal of the 
initiative from the ballot. 

However, he said he has realized 
that certain procedures must be fol-
lowed in order to protect his status 
as a Rice student. 

"I have realized that it was not in 
my best interest to talk to the 
Thresher," Garcia said. 

"I wish I could take the informa-
tion back — a rock wall I don't even 
get to climb is not worth me losing 
my privileges as an international 
student at Rice," he said. 

The rock-climbing wall initiative's 
removal left two blanket tax initia-
tives on the ballot — one by the 
college presidents and one propos-
ing a dance club. 

Both remaining initiatives failed 
to receive the two-thirds vote needed 
to pass. 

WHO'S WHO 
1999-2000 

Nominations are now being accepted for students to appear in 

Who's Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges. 

ANY PERSON ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY MAY SUBMIT NOMINATIONS. 

Nominees must be juniors, seniors or graduate level students. 

Selection isbased on scholarship, participation and leadership 

in academic and extracurricular activities, citizenship and service 

to Rice, and potential for future achievement. 

PICK UP NOMINATION FORMS FROM: 
• the Office of Student Organizations 

(2nd floor, Ley Student Center) 

• the Office of Student Activities ( R M C Cloisters) 

• residential college coordinators 

• depar tment offices 

• the web (www.ruf.rice.edu/-stact/whoswho.html) 

Forms are due in the Office of Student Activities 
by FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29. 

Once a student has been nominated, the Office of Student Activities 
will mail him/her a form requesting more detailed information. 

http://www.tiaa-cref.org
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/-stact/whoswho.html
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SA/student relations a concern to officers 
E L E C T I O N S , from Page 1 

posed by Hanszen College sopho-
more Jared Singer garnered only a 
23 percent "yes" vote. 

Will Rice College President Curt 
Petersen helped collect signatures 
for the college presidents' initiative. 

7 am excited about the 
possibility of bringing 
the SA back to the 
students.' 

— Merritt McAlister 
SA External Affairs VP 

"I thought it was a positive way to 
use the money that would have 
helped the students, but, then again, 
it's up to the students," he said. "If 
they didn't think that's what was 
besffor Rice, then so be it." 

Both McAlister and Parks said 
they were concerned with the rela-
tionship between Student Associa-
tion governmentand the student body. 

"It is time we made some serious 
changes in the Student Association, 
because this shit ain't working," 
Parks said. 

"As a member of the executive 

JETT MCALISTER/THRESHER 

SA External Affairs Vice President 
Merritt McAlister 

council, I hope to foster greater stu-
dent participation in the activities 
and issues that occur in the Student 
Association. 

"Among the issues I look for-
ward to addressing are changes in 
the SA Constitution. The constitu-
tion does a piss-poor job of repre-
senting the actual makeup of the 
Student Association and the respon-
sibilities of its new student repre-
sentatives, senators, and executive 
council members." 

Parks said that changing the con-

ROB GA DDI/THRESHER 

SA Treasurer Gavin Parks 

stitution might make the Student 
Association more accessible to stu-
dents. 

McAlister also hopes to 
strengthen relations between the 
student body and the SA. "I am ex-
cited about the possibility of bring-
ing the SA back to the students. 

"We need to find ways to educate 
the Rice community about the SA: 
what it does, what it can do, how 
each student can use the SA to cre-
ate the change he or she wishes to 
see." 

.... 

B E Y O N D T H E H E D G E S 

Rice trustee acquires 
NFL franchise 

The NFL has returned to Hous-
ton. 

- An ownership group headed by 
Houston businessman and Rice 
Trustee Bob McNair was awarded 
an expansion franchise Oct. 6 after 

.-NFLowners voted to accept the $700 
million franchise fee offer and sta-
dium proposal. 

The new football team will join 
the league for the 2002 season, fill-
ing the hole left when Bud Adams' 
Oilers left in 1996 to become the 
Tennessee Titans. 

The $310 million stadium with a 
retractable roof will be partly fi-
nanced by taxpayer dollars. It will be 
built next to the Astrodome by 2001. 

NFL Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue said Houston will likely • 
host the Super Bowl once the new 
stadium is completed. Houston last 
hosted the event in 1974 at the Rice 
Stadium. 

The league will restructure to 
accommodate the additional fran-
chise, expanding from four divisions 
to six. * — 

McNair, the founder and chief 
executive officer of Cogen Technolo-
gies, has been a member of Rice's 
Board since 1994, first as a member 
of the Board of Governors and then 

as a member of the Board of Trust-
ees. He donated $17.5 million in Sep-
tember to the Jesse H.Jones Gradu-
ate School of Management, which 
his son attended. 

Source: Reuters, Oct. 6 

Six students killed in 
truck collision 

Six college students were killed 
in College Station early Sunday when 
the driver of a pickup truck fell asleep 
at the wheel and struck them as they 
walked down the shoulder of Farm 
Road 60. 

The students were walking down 
the four-lane highway in the dark 
after parking across the street from 
their destination, a party at Texas 
A&M University's Tau Kappa Epsi-
lon house, near the campus. 

Four Baylor University students, 
a Southwest Texas State University-
student and one Texas A&M'stu-
dent died. Baylor had played a foot-
ball game against Texas A&M in 
College Station the day before. 

The driver of the truck, 18-year-
old Texas A&M Corps of Cadets 
student Brandon Kallmayer, was re-
turning to his campus dormitory af-
ter dropping off his girlfriend 30 
miles away. 

He was not injured and was not 
intoxicated at the time, and no 

charges have been filed. 
The victims were Baylor students 

Tricia Calp, 18, Emily Hollister, 18, 
JErika Lanham, 18, and Dolan Wostal 
III, 22; Southwest Texas student Wil-
liam Flores, 22; and Texas A&M 
student Ted Bruton, 21. 

Source: The Battalion, Oct. 6 

The fo l lowing inc idents were repor ted by t h e Campus Pol ice for the 
period Sept. 3 0 - 0 c t . 12. One i tem was o m i t t e d for space. 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess Col lege Oct . 1 B ike s to len . 

Wiess Col lege Oct . 4 Student repor ted harass ing phone 
cal l . 

Wiess Col lege Oct. 4 B ike s to len . 

Wiess Col lege 
u. 

Oct. 7 Backpack s to len. 

Brown Col lege Oct. 1 1 Student repor ted tha t a vendor 

en tered room w i thou t permiss ion. 

Hanszei i Co l lege Oct. 1 1 Two indiv iduals ar rested and placed 
in Harr is County Jail for aggravated 
robbery of a pizza del ivery person, i 

Academic Buildings 
Fondren Oct . 5 

I 
Cash s to len f rom wa l l e t . 

Herr ing Hall Oct . 7 Compute r s to len. 

Other Buildings 
Student Center Oct . 4 Backpack s to len f rom Rice 

Campus Store. 

Campus Pol ice Oct . 5 W a r r a n t i s s u e d f o r n o n - R i c e 
indiv idual for the f t by check . 

Jake Hess Tennis 
S tad ium 

Oct. 5 N o n - R i c e i n d i v i d u a l i s s u e d a 
t respass warn ing . 

Parking Lots 
East S tad ium Lot Oct. 7 Vehic le broken in to and radio 

s to len. 

East S tad ium Lot Oct . 7 Vehic le broken in to and radio 

s to len. 

East Stad ium Lot Oct. 7 Vehic le broken in to. 

East Stad ium Lot Oct. 8 Tire s to len off vehic le . 

Other Areas 
Entrance 8 Oct. . 1 1 Non-Rice individual reported assault 

by ano the r non-Rice ind iv idua l . 
S u s p e c t i s s u e d a c i t a t i o n for 
Class C assaul t . 

1 
ON OUR 

NEW LOCATION: . 

KINKO'S HAS ARRIVED. 
Spiral binding fans, it's your lucky day. 

kinko's* 
ExpressYourself." 

PHOTOCOPYING, PRESENTATION SERVICES, COMPUTER RENTALS, COLOR PRINTING, 
BINDING AND PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF TO MAKE YOUR POINT." 

r 
" RICE UNIVERSITY • LEY STUDENT CENTER • ( 7 1 3 ) 7 3 7 - 6 2 7 5 
7:30 A.M. - 5 :30 P.M. MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY • I -80D-2-KINK0S • WWW.KINKOS.COM 

©1999 Kioto's, Inc. All maris appearffli) are proprietary marts »(Kinko's Ventures, Inc. and are used by permission. All rlqMs rtserved. 
Kinko's requires written permission Irom the copyright holler In order to reproduce any copyriqhted work. 
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EAT DRINK PLAY 

COMING SOON TO THE HOUSTON AREA 

A FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT UNIVERSE 

BARTENDERS BARBACKS 
SERVERS KITCHEN PERSONNEL 

GAME TECHNICIANS GAME ATTENDANTS 
ASSISTANT KITCHEN MANAGER 

PROMOTIONS MANAGER 
DISC JOCKEYS HOSTS/HOSTESSES 

TWO RESTAURANTS FOUR RARS 
HUGE GAME ROOM 

ROCK & ROLL ROWLING 
AND MUCH MORI!! 

JULIAN'S IS A HIGH ENERGY, HIGH VOLUME 
NATIONAL FfB AND ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY 
WITH OPENINGS IN ALL AREAS OF OPERATIONS 

(FOH/BOH) 

APPLY IN PERSON AT THE JILLIAN'S LOCATION 
KATY MILLS MALL (SE CORNER) 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 10 AM TO 8 PM 

EAT DRINK PLAY 
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A 
T 
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K 

P 
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Y 

http://WWW.KINKOS.COM
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RESEARCH 
SHOWS THAT 
RESEARCHERS 
WOULD LIKfi I 
T 

A 

If you agree, read on. We're netLibrary : We're t housands of bOOKS O n l i n e 

As in, ready to read, research and save you t ime . We ca l l t hem eBooks 

and they ' re r igh t on your computer . 2 4 / 7 . Ask your c a m p u s l i b ra r ian or 

check us out at www.netLibrary.com 

GET TO THE GOOD PART. 

http://www.netLibrary.com
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

OCT 28, 1999. 

E D I T O R S' 

picks 

t o d a y 

t o d a y a n d 
s a t u r d a y 

ART GUYS 

Art events-cum-soirees 

presented by everybody's 

favorite suited gents 

since the ambiguously 

gay duo! See William 

Rhule's "Much Love" 

and the Elliot Brothers' 

; "ffiuk in Wood." 

I 9 p.m. Kunsthalle. 
I 

| 631 West 22nd Street. 

I For more info, call 

| (713) 880-2302. 

I t u e s d a y 

'HILIGHTS FROM 
CONDUIT 3.' 

t Voyaging beyond Tron, this 

| film fest aspires to plumb 

the depths of digital | 

f language through film 

1 from renowned artists. 

* In other words: cool 

i ' computer animation. 

^ 7:30 p.m. Rice Media Center. 

* For more info, 

call (713) 527-4853. 

DONATELLO DOE.S MACHINES 

STEVE LACY 

One of the greatest jazz 

musicians of our time, 

Lacy is contemporary 

without going dissonant. 

See his Duke Ellington 

tribute at this KTRU-

sponsored show. 

8 p.m. $12 for students. 

Diverseworks, 1117 East 

Freeway. For more info, 

call (713) 223-8346 

o n g o i n g 

'CALIGULA' 

Blood, vomit, urine and 

it 's not even NOD yet! 

Celebrate the 20th 

anniversary reissue of 

an epic of cinematic 

bad taste. 

Opens today at the 

I For showtimes call 

1 (713) CALL-AFC 

Renaissance Festival features good family fun 
Kay Chang 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

"Have a glorious day, m'lady," 
gree ted rne at the front ga te of the 
Texas Renaissance Festival: I had 
just purchased a program, and feel-
ing more than a little silly, I stood 
looking at the rows of shops and 
people loudly hawking T-shir ts and 
g a r l a n d s (with t r ue E l izabe than 
gusto, I'm sure) and wondered if I'd 
condemned myself to a day of crass 
commercial ism. 

T h e answer is yes, sort of. De-
spite the Texan-tinged Cockney ac-
cents and $4 turkey legs, it's not 
difficult to get caught up in the play-
ful spirit of the festival. Even if shop-
ping for a crossbow or o ther i tems 
bet ter left in the 16th century isn't 
up your alley, there are more things 
to do at the Renaissance Festival 
than can be done in a day. However, 
one day may be all that some of us 
can stand. 

This year marks the 25th anni-
versary of the Texas Renaissance 
Festival, and it has developed a re-
markable a tmosphere . Employees 
roam around the park in Renaissance 
cos tumes portraying people of all 
classes, from King Henry VIII down 
to bucket-carrying "portable privy" 
men who offer "a go" to unsuspect-
ing festivalgoers. Wander ing musi-
cians, including a Scottish bagpipe 
ensemble and a Celtic music group, 
perform throughout the park. T h e 
festival features a beautiful ivy-walled 
chapel, a lily pond garden and the 
War of the Rose garden for those 
seeking rest. 

T h e festival epi tomizesgood fam-
ily fun. Children can enjoy the activi-
ties, while there ' s usually a bawdy 
twist thrown in for adults. "Is that 
Excalibur?" "No, I'm just happy to 

KI KI CA-CHOO 

see you," Merlin quips dur ing a 
magic show. 

If you make it past the shops, 
fur ther into the g rounds you can 
find the standard amusement park 
g a m e s with a medieval bent, such as 
Drench-A-Wench, the Axe Throw 
and Storm the Castle. T h e festival 
also offers r ides in the form of a 
carousel and giant swings. Smellier, 
if not livelier fun can be found atop a 
camel, llama or elephant. 

Children can 
enjoy the activities, 
while there's 
usually a BAWDY 

TWIST thrown in 
for adults. 

T h e festival offers a dizzying va-
riety of edibles, including French, 
German, Spanish, Italian, Middle 
Eastern and, naturally, English food. 
Pubs and taverns feature musical 
acts as well as food and drink. Food 
merchants gleefully and vociferously 
advertise their wares: "Would you 
care to sample the King's nuts?" 

The greates t attraction for me, 
besides a tmosphere , was the shows. 
T h e r e are a wide variety scheduled 
throughout the day, ranging f rom 
theatrical acts to stunt shows. 

My first of the day was Merlin 
the Magician. In te res t ingly , the 
famed wizard ha s been portrayed 
for all 25"years of the festival by Bill 
Palmer, a 1964 Rice alum f romBaker 
College. Palmer is the only employee 
who has stayed with the festival since 
its inception. 

T h e Merlin show is characteris-

'Corpus Christi'gives New 
Testament tale novel twist 
Amanda Goad 
FOR THE THRESHER 

T e r r e n c e M c N a l l y ' s Corpus 
Christi genera ted a firestorm of con-
troversy when the Manhat tan The-
atre Club premiered it in 1998. 

Indignant p re s s r e l eases f rom 
conservative religious leaders, death 
threats , a hastily reversed cancella- • 
tion and metal de tec tors at the the-
ater door combined to crea te h u g e 
amounts of publicity for the work. 

0 
'corpus christi' 

The Little Room 
Downstairs Theater 

Rating: + + (out of five) 

Fridays through Mondays 
through October 30 

at 8 p.m. 

After all that, one might expect 
t h e Li t t le R o o m D o w n s t a i r s 
T h e a t e r ' s p r o d u c t i o n of Corpus 
Christi to shock, dis turb and subvert 
t r ad i t i ona l A m e r i c a n v a l u e s . It 
doesn' t , but it's a good show none-
theless. 

Corpus Christi recas ts the King 
of the Jews as a modern-day King of 
the Queers . It takes place in the title 
city, McNally's hometown. 

T h e show opens with a baptismal 
c e r e m o n y in which J o s h u a (aka 
Jesus , played by Kent Davidson)-and 

J o h n t h e Bap t i s t 
(M.G. Perez) pay 
h o m a g e to e a c h 
actor 's "divinity as 
a h u m a i f * b e i n g . " 
T h e n e a c h m a n 
clarifies his role in 

Vr ' t h e b a n d of dis-
c ip l e s t h r o u g h a 
shor t monologue. 

T h e ent i re cast 
c h a n g e s o u t of 
street c lo thes and 

vA y c 

Bill Palmer (Baker '64) performs as Merlin the Magician at the 25th annual 
Texas Renaissance Festival. 

tic of most of the festival shows: 
fairly entertaining, but occasionally 
painfully amateurish. Many of the 
shows depend on audience partici-
pation, an effectively engaging de-
vice. 

T h e highlight of my festival ex-
perience was the Mud Show, per-
formed at the Mud Pit by the Sturdy 
Beggars , 21-year veterans of the fes-
tival, who enter ta in by d ragg ing 
themselves through, playing g a m e s 
with and ealing mud — much more 
enjoyable than it sounds. 

T h e only boredom I endured was 
fault of the Shakespeare Road Com-
pany: I admittedly had high expecta-
t i o n s , b u t h e l p i n g "Wi l l i e" 

Shakespeare write Hamlet is not my 
idea of a fun half-hour. 

T h e r e a r e a l so e v e n t s h e l d 
th roughout the day at the tourna-
ment field, an impressive dirt track 
made scenic by a royal box and a 
lake in the track's center . Events 
i n c l u d e j o u s t i n g t o u r n a m e n t s , 
chariot races and a beauty pageant . 

For first-timers, the Renaissance 
Festival can be a fun and novel way 
to spend a Saturday, a l though the 
more frugal-minded may prefer a 
less expensive venture. 

Note: T h e festival ba th rooms are 
especially nice — spacious, with no 
odors, and the toilet paper is one-
ply, but very soft. 

CKC1 N'EST FAS LINE PIPE 

intoawhite-button-down-and-khakis 
uniform, and the play itself begins. 

This was re f resh ing and interest-
ing, but the rest of the script fails to 
delve more deeply into the relations 
ship between biblical depict ions of 
the disciples and modern gay male 
archetypes. 

•—-Beyond the simple costuming, 
an aus tere air character izes all of 
this s taging of Corpus Christi. About 
50 seats line th ree sides of a small 
rectangular stage, with only a few 
shallow r isers for furni ture and the 
entire space painted flat black. 

All the props res t visibly on tables 
at the back of the s tage when not in 
use. T h e spartan setup helps create 
continuity among the set t ings de-
picted, and casts a vaguely appropri-
ate air of gloom over the play. 

T h e theater 's production involves 
some s t rong language and stylized 
gay sex scenes , but nothing too of-
fensive. 

Some will find the notion of a gay 
J e sus figure, complete with homo-
erotic ties to his disciples, repug-
nant, but the play's specific content 
chal lenges convention very little. 

T h e initial nativity scene is the 
s t ronges t of the show. A woman 
claiming virginity gives birth to a 
son in the lobby of a cheap motel. 
Shortly thereafter , three room ser-
vice waiters arrive to adore the child 
in singularly campy fashion. 

T h e voice of God from offstage 
explains his intentions for his son, 
while a redneck Joseph figure sa-
vors liquor and cigars. 

From here, however, the show 
loses its luster. Scenes f rom Joshua ' s 
junior and senior high school years 
are poignant, but none of the actors 
playing teenage girls pull it off con-
vincingly. 

On prom night, Joshua ra ther 
abruptly "hooks up" with his class-

see CORPUS, Page 12 

Failed'Romance' finds 
audience embrace cold 

Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

You can always count on 
French movies to be strange. 
You can also count on French 
directors to try stuff that Ameri-
can directors wouldn't dare. 

r omance 

Rating: * 1 /2 (out of five) 

Currently in theaters. 

Making an art fi lm that wil l 
have many conservative folk 
crying "porn" isn't too off-the-
mark for American independent 
film. But an art film that actu-
ally is porn — and gets away 
with it — isn't something you 
expect to be released in the 
United States. 

Un fo r t una te l y , Romance 
shows that even the French have 
yet to make such a fi lm that 's 
actually good. 

Romance has all the mak-
ings of a powerful exploration of 
sexuality and love, but it falls 

^flat. Caroline Ducey playsMarie, 
f a young French woman whose 

boy f r i end Paul (Sagamore 
Stevenin) claims to have lost all 
desire for her, though he says 
he still loves her. 

Paul emotionally and men-
tally fulfills Marie, but can no 
longer physically satisfy her. 
Because of his lagging, libido," 
he has decided not to have sex 
with her anymore. ' 

So, Marie does what any sen-
sible, liberated woman would 

do in such circumstances — 
she dumps the asshole and finds 
herself a decent-boyfriend. 

OK, not exactly. Marie actu-
ally takes the pathologically 
stupid approachto sexual fulfill-
ment: Get it every way you can. 
Here is the beginning of Marie's 
supposed "escalating sexual 
journey" in which she'll "dis-
cover herself." 

She goes to a bar, whejre she 
meets Paolo (Italian porn star 
Rocco Siffredi). A couple scenes 
later, he's on her back, fucking 
her. 

As Paolo satisfies his own 
urges, Marie explains in voice-
over (complete wi th italicized 
subtitles) that she doesn't want 
to kiss someone she doesn't 
love, that she just wants to "be 
a hole for men to stuff," but not 
give them the intimacy of a kiss. 
So, in accordance wi th her 
twisted sexual philosophy, she 
kisses Paolo anyway. 

Marie actually 
takes the 
PATHOLOGICALLY 

STUPID approach 
to sexual 
fulfillment. 

Then she begins an affair with 
Robert (Francois Berleand). the 
headmaster of the school where 
Marie teaches, who claims to 
have seduced thousands of 
women and has a penchant for 
tying women up in truly bizarre 
positions. 

see ROMANCE, Page 12 
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IEOSLY WE COl I.D HE IIIIS COOL 

Kevin Spacey speaks out on cinematic sex, drugs and classic rock 
Kay Chang and Abi Cohen 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Actor Kevin Spacey stopped in 
Houston last weekend to promote 
his new film, American Beauty, 
which has been generating positive 
buzz since its release roughly a 
month ago. 

Spacey met with local journalists 
for a round-table interview prior to a 
larger question-and-answer session 
with a post-screening audience. 

Although we didn't ask him why's 
such a bad ass, here's-a selection of 
questions and answers from both 
events. 

Q: What made you initially drawn 
to the Lester character? 

KS: Oh, I just felt like I under-
stood, maybe like most people do, 
the feeling of wanting to sort of break 
out, do new things, go new places, 
try new stuff. 1 mean, I think I met 
Lester at exactly the right moment, 
because I was on that sort of journey 
myself over the last couple of years. 

This role gave me the opportu-
nity to go to a new place, and I think 
whether a person is successful in 
what they're doing, or whether 
they're just starting out, or whether 
they've been frustrated by not being 
able to do what they want to do, I 
think everyone understands the feel-
ing of wanting to shake it up. ... 1 
was very glad to come across Lester 
Burnam. 

Q: Lester's transformation seems 
to have been shaped by the music of 
his youth. What kind of music 
shaped your youth, and if anything 
influences you now? 

KS: Well, a lot of that music [in 
the movie] I loved ... and we got 
very lucky with a lot of really cool 
music. You know, 1 grew up in the 
'70s. so when we did the "Saturday 

Night Live" anniversary about two 
weeks ago, the coolest part about 
that night to me was looking at all 
those musical acts from all those 
years. 

I used to watch the live shows 
and I'd forgotten the trajectory of 
the 70s and what that music was — 
actually, that was the most moving 
part of it to me, I'd have to say, more 
than the comedy. 

Q: With your stage background, 
what was it like to have somebody 
like Sam [Mendes] directing this 
film? 

I hear sometimes 
people saying, 
'pedophile' or 
'Lolita' and I go, 
'EXCUSE m e ? ' 

KS: Well, I've been incredibly 
fortunate with first-time or second-
time directors... 

They really are open to almost 
anything, so you find that they're 
willing to take more chances; they're 
not entrenched in their own ideas. 
And while they don't, in theater, 
teach you how to set up a shot, they 
do teach you how to tell a story in 
two hours, how to work with actors 
and to develop a plot and keep it 
interesting. 

And I'd seen a lot of Sam's work 
over the years, so when I read this 
script, I was intrigued .... because I 
knew he'd been' offered a lot of mov-
ies, and he'd turned them down over 
the years. I was piqued by what he'd 
held out for. 

So I knew on all those levels that 
he would be terrific. But I couldn't 
have known what a visual stylist he'd 

turn out to be. 

Q: I love the narration in the 
movie. Was that originally in the 
script?. 

KS: That was all in the script. 
Allen Ball really had so many spe-
cific things in the script, a lot of the 
imagery; the red door, the rose pet-
als, the fantasy sequences... As a 
matter of fact, there were even more 
fantasy sequences that got cut. 1 
used to fly around the neighbor-
hood, in my pajamas and robe, so I 
was hanging around for days, but it 
ended up that when Sam cut the 
movie together it just didn't feel like 
those sequences were in the same 
movie. ... 

But no, all the narration was 
there. ... One day in the middle of 
shooting, [Sam] said, "You know 
what? I need a guide track for the 
editor to start putting the film to-
gether, so let's just go upstairs," and 
we were shooting, and everything, 
and we went up to this little room ... 
and we recorded all of Lester's voice 
over for the whole movie, and I never 
redid it. 

There was something about not 
knowing what those images would 
be that that dialogue went with, not 
trying to dramatize it, not trying to 
give anything to it but very simply 
tell a story. ... There's something 
about the spontaneity of it, and some 
thing about the easiness with which 
the way it came out, [so] that we 
decided to stay with it. It was kind of 
simple. 

Q: What message would you like 
the audience to take away from this 
film? 

KS: I try never to try to dictate or 
tell anyone what they should come 
away with feeling from a movie... 

Whether or not the experiences 

PRESIDENT'S LECTURE SERIES 
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PHOTO CREDIT 

Kevin Spacey as Lester Bernam In American Beauty lifts weights in an 
attempt to "look good naked." 

that these characters have or the 
choices they make are your own, I 
think that the terrain, the desires, 
the hopes, the struggle to achieve 
something in your life that is either 
a relationship with yourself or a rela-
tionship with others is what's at the 
heart of the film. 

And to me, it's a movie that is all 
about perception, and how easy it is 
to misperceive each other, and that 
that can lead to confusion, and that 
that can lead to; ultimately, tragedy. 

We have a lot of things that hap-
pen in our country that confound us, 
that we think "How did that hap-
pen?" This movie doesn't attempt to 
answer any of those questions, but it 
does raise the questions up. And I 
think people are getting out of it 
what they're getting out of it. 

Q: Lester's relationship with An-
gela causes some uneasiness. Did 
you feel any discomfort in filming 
that? 

KS: No, not in the least. And I 
think that for anybody who feels 
uneasiness about it, it's just uneasi-
ness with the subject. 

It's not uneasiness with the ac-
tual relationship because there isn't 
one. There's a fantasy life that Lester 
has. There's no relationship until 
the very end of the film, where he 
makes the right decision. 

I hear sometimes people saying, 
"pedophile" or " Lolita" and I go, 
"Excuse me?" That's just taking an 
issue out of context and waving it 
around. 

If you keep it in context, which I 
always try to do in film, keep it in the 
context that those two people, what 
they teach each other, what they 
learn about themselves, I think is 
breathtaking. I think it's the most 
uplifting and fantastic message that 
you could possibly hope to have 
about that particular subject. ... 

But sometimes people don't do 
the right things, sometimes parents 
aren't_ always good parents, some-
times kids aren't always good kids. 
This movie isn't politically correct. 
It doesn't ask you to like it, it doesn't 
ask you to like anybody in it. 

I find this fantasy rather funny 
through most of the movie, and I've 
gone to the movie when people 
where laughing. ... It does sort of 
start to cross the line, but it never 
goes there. 

I think she's [Mena Suvari] ex-
traordinary, and we all handled those 
scenes with as much maturity as we 
could... none of it was gratuitous 
and none of it was done for titilla-
tion. 

It was about emotions and what 
two people were going through. It's 
not about this relationship that they 
have, it's that she becomes a kind of 
catalyst" for his idea of what the 
American dream is and what beauty 
is. I really like where it goes, I really 
think it's quite beautiful 

Q: The movie seems to be abotit' 
... finding beauty in the minutiae of 
life, and I was wondering, what 
things do you personally find beauty 

in? Plastic bags circling, or other 
things? 

KS: The reason I think that's one 
of the most beautiful scenes I've ever 
seen is that everyone has a plastic 
bag moment. 

Whether you really understand 
that you've had a plastic bag mo-
ment or not depends on your ability 
to recognize that you suddenly are 
having a relationship with an inani-
mate object or a pet, or even an 
animal that you don't know. 

I think that that's a really impor-
tant thing for everybody to pay at-
tention to, that sometimes the things 
that are presented as beautiful ... 
sometimes make us miss the things 
that are really, truly beautiful in a 
way that appears mundane. 

And I think that's true with people 
too. People judge people on how 
they look and how they dress and 
how they behave and how they act. 
... And look at the two characters in 
the film, Thora Birch's charachter 
and Wes Bentley; you first meet 
them, and you think a certain thing 
about them, and then as the film 
goes on, they begin to emerge as 
two incredibly beautiful people, who 
find each other, so I think that we 
should all try to have our little plas-
tic bag moments whenever we can. 

Q: Do you prefer the stage or the 
screen? 

KS: I tjiink that as an actor, the 
experiences I've had in the theater 
probably are the richest experiences 
that I've had. 

Part of it is because as much as I 
like this movie, and as much as you 
may have liked this, that's as good as 
I'll ever get. And when you do a play, 
you get a chance to get up every 
night and try it again. 

It's like when you play sports ... 
every time you play, you're working 
on a different tlyng, you're -trying 
something new. That's what it's like, 
doing a play. It's the same rules, it's 
the same borders, but it's alive, and 
it's ephemeral, and it's there, and it's 
gone. 

You have this relationship with 
an audience that's unlike anything 
you'd experience making a movie. 

1 Making a movie — there's noth-
ing romantic about it... it's very tech-
nical, and when they put it all to-
gether, and they add the music and 
they cut together these images, it 
can be quite a beautiful experience, 
but the process of doing it is not. 

,.Q: I have to know about that scene 
outside where you and Ricky are 
smoking pot; were you guys crack-
ing up for real? 

KS: We were laughing for real, 
because, to be honest, the whole 
crew thought that we were baked 
out of our minds. And we weren't; I 
promise you, we were not stoned; 
we were just, you know, dealing with 
— memories. 

* J 

Q: What kind of milk do you 
drink? You know, skim milk, cold 
milk. . . a 

KS; I'm a regular guy. 

http://www.rice.edu/pls
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Eve Ensler's newest, 'Lemonade,' breaks Alley mold 
Riki Conrey 
THRESHER EDIOTORIAL STAFF 

N a t i o n a l P u b l i c Rad io ' s "All 
T h i n g s Cons idered" recently ran a 
story about an up-and-coming couple 
in Guong Zho, China, who were tak-
ing advan tage of the communi s t 
gove rnmen t ' s exper iments with f ree 
t r a d e . T h e y d i d n ' t m a k e m u c h 
money , bu t one of the i r favorite 
th ings to do was to at tend classical 
music concer t s . They admitted that 
they knew little about the music and 
didn't particularly enjoy it, but ad-
mired the wealth and style of people 
who go to the concerts . 

I s o m e t i m e s see a parallel in 
Houston thea ter . It s e e m s that most 
of the a t t endees at the openings of 
Alley T h e a t e r ' s plays are there pri-
marily for the social exposure . T h e 
T h e a t e r District is at the hear t of 
yuppiedom, and the Alley caters to a 
yuppie clientele. They don' t show 
anything too complicated. 

But their latest show, Lemonade, 
is a depa r tu re f rom their s tandard. 
An ons tage sex scene shows the 
courage of Alley's p roducers and 
the style of playwright Eve Ensler. 
T h e play is about reading between 
the lines, and it is a fantastic success. 

O u t s t a n d i n g act ing, technical 
work and scripts are nothing new at 
the Alley, which won the 1996 Tony 

0- 'lemonade' 

Alley Theater" 
Rating: + + + + (out of five) 

Runs through Nov. 7. 
Tickets, $19-49. 

Award for Ou t s t and ing Regional 
Theater , but Lemonade is something 
new. f a t h e r than a simple narrative, 
Lemonade is a story rich with de-
tails. It is the bare-bones telling 6f 
the story of Alice, an aging ex-house-
wife, who finds a s t range man at he r 
kitchen table one Saturday morning. 

She offers him lemonade. 
When she and the mystery man, 

Bernard, become involved, Alice's 
pursed-lipped daughter , Jane, de-
vo tes herse l f to u n c o v e r i n g the 
amnesiac ' s "unexamined history." 

Whi le invest igat ing Berna rd ' s 
past, the play also examines eating 
d isorders with a realistic eye to their 
devastat ing effect on families and on 

Alice (Lisa Richards) muses with daughter Jane (Sherri Parker Lee) in 
lemonade at the Alley Theatre. 
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the people who suffer. Jane ' s anor-
exia is somet imes funny ("I'm on a 
cherry diet. I'm eating cherries.") , 
and somet imes horr ible (like when 
Alice ho lds h e r d a u g h t e r ' s head 
while she vomits.) 

Lisa Richards, who plays the per-
fect, h igh-strung husewife, desper-
ate for novelty inher life, shows a 
broad repertoire of charac ter shifts. 
She is alternately composed and sub-
missive or a domineer ing sex fiend, 
always mainta inng Alice's highly 
erotic yearn ingfor the unknown. 
During sex, she asks to hear about 
the islands of Fiji. She clutches a 
shell that Bernard gives her that he 
claims i ^ f r o m islands far away, but 
that he actually ordered from a cata-
log. 

T h e Alley's production is per-
formed in the round on the Neuhaus 
Arena Stage. Richard Hoover, 1999 
Tony Award winner for the design 
of the Alley's Not About Nightin-
gales, has designed ttfis production 
as well, with beautiful results. T h e 
lighting is original, with s tunning 
flashes that precede the only well-
timed blackouts I have ever seen in 
a play. 

This is a play you 'must see, not 
just read, for yourself. It is mildly 
experimental, thoroughly watchable 
and even not too long. 

yHARlLS 

Alice (Lisa Richards) comforts Bernard (Stephen Mendillo), 
amnesia in Lemonade. 

C * S 0 N / A L L E Y ' 
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McNally's 'Corpus' lacks 
CORPUS, from Page 9 
mate Judas (Matt Joseph). Then he 
hitchhikes to the big city and per-
forms a modified version of the 
miracle of loaves and fishes, thus 
beginning to acquire a following of 
believers. 

Director Richard Taub and his 
actors do well by a script that by- • 
passes several opportunities for radi-
cal dramatic innovation. Davidson, 
in particular, performs convincingly 
in a difficult role, despite sometimes 
speaking in a haughty intonation 
more appropriate for Shakespeare 
or Wilde. 

Ricky Catter (as Peter) and Perez 
also play with feeling and credulity, 
while Hanszen College senior Aus-
tin Ku not only effectively portrays 
James the Less but also plays back-
ground violin in several scenes. 

For a tiny and largely unknown 
theater company, The Little Room 
Downs t a i r s s e e m s to have as-
sembled a solid production. Occa-
s ional ly a c t o r s m u m b l e or 
overemote, but the entire cast of 
disciples works together well. My 
main complaint was that actors' 
shoulders blocked my view of the 
action during several scenes. 

The latter scenes of the play con-
fused and disappointed me. McNally 
could have done much more to tackle 
contemporary religious and politi-
cal issues, but he seems to dance 

near them and then away. Joshua 
blesses the homosexual union of 
two disciples and counsels and heals 
an STD-ridden hustler at a disco, 
but these scenes seem treacly rather 
than deeply moving. The parallel 
between religious persecution and 
sexual marginalization remains 
vaguely implied, and thus the alle-
gory lacks force. 

The crucifixion scene packs an 
emotional punch, but mostly be-
cause it shows the untimely death 
of a sympathetic and peace-loving 
leader. Joshua's last hours involve 
much emotion from Joshua, Joseph 
and Simon (Tye Blue), but their 
trite lines undercut the supposedly 
climactic scene. 

I was also unclear about the 
switch from Texas back to Judea — 
why couldn't Joshua fall at the hands 
of modern executioners or perhaps 
gay-bashers? 

McNally has tried to merge ele TRIMARK PICTURES 

ments of a medieval morality play M a r i e '
 played by C a r o l i n e Ducey, can't get no satisfaction in the French film Romance. 

with the techniques of modern 
drama, and the whole show has a 
politically indignant tone, like so 
many other "gay plays" of the last 
15 years. 

Somehow, it never justifies its 
own anger. Corpus Christi at the 
Little Room Downstairs is a well-
crafted show worth watching, al-
though it fails to fulfill the promise 
of its premise. 

Good direction can't salvage film 
R O M A N C E , f r o m Pagt* 9 

She also tries prostitution — let-
ting a guy give her oral sex for 100 
francs. After the guy forces her to 
turn over so he can rape her, she 
yells at him that she's not ashamed 
and smokes a cigarette, while the 

We love free! 
_OIBC 

t i recKlM 

Check out all the reasons. 
why you'll love IBC 
Free Checking: 

• No minimum balance 

• Free IBC ATM card 

• Overdraft Courtesy 
up to $300 or $500* 

• Unlimited check writing 

• Only $50 opens 
your account 

• First order of 50 
checks free 

713 526-1211 
5615 Kirby Dr. WWW.ID0C.C0I1I 

SUR? 
iboi 

Member FDIC/lnternational Bancshares Corporat ion * Effective 30 days after account is opened £ qual i f ied. 

rapist rujjs downstairs as her up-
tight frigid boyfriend climbs the 
stairs towards his apartment. 

"Romance is about female desire, 
not male fantasy," said director and 
writer Catherine Breillat. Interest-
ingly, Marie makes herself the fan-
tasy of the men she's with. At almost 
every moment in this movie, Marie 
is letting some man walk all over her 
— she stays with Paul even after he 
rrianipulatiufcly "withholds sex from 
her, she lets Paolo kiss her (which 
would be OK if she hadn't just said 
that she wouldn't do it), and she lets 
Robert tie her up in positions that 
evoke the very strangest pornogra-
phy. 

Given its subject matter, you 
should expect Romance to be a pretty 
graphic film. And it is. The film is 
unrated in the United States; it 
would've gotten an NC-17 easily 
(we're not just talking Eyes Wide 
5/zwMike random nudity — we're 
talking male frontal nudity, ejacula-
tion and penetrative sex on the screen). 

I'm not complaining about the 
very visual sex in the film, however. 
One would think that with this much 
salacious stuff in a movie, the direc-
tor could prevent the plot from be-
ing so clumsily plodding. This movie 
is very, very, very slow. 

Much of Romance's lagging pace 
comes from Marie's long discourses 
on sex and love, on the dichotomy 
between body and mind. Unfortu-
nately, Breillat doesn't provide the 
audience with any reason to become 
emotionally invested in Marie, other 
than that she's pretty. The result is 
that you've got your typical art-film 

crowd bored to tears at a random 
French woman's theory on how to 
have a healthy relationship. It brings 
to mind the old maxim "Those who 
can, do; those who can't, teach." 

Maybe one day, 
there will be a 
film that truly 
delves into the ... 
human SEXUAL 
PSYCHE. 

I will give Breillat credit, though. 
While she can't write a film, she can 
direct one. Even though it's set in 
contemporary Paris, devoid of any 
interesting scenery, the film remains 
visually interesting. Breillat is good 
at controlling her cast, whose acting 
almost redeems the film. 

Romance, with all its hype and 
controversy, is among the more dis-
turbing movies I've seen, mostly be-
cause of its ending. The last 10 min-
utes, by far the film's best, actually 
moved and compelled me in a way 
the rest of the film did not. So as not 
to give away the ending, I'll just say 
that Marie finds a way out vpf her 
relationship with Paul, one that does 
not leave her emotionally devastated. 

Maybe one day, there will be a 
film that truly delves into the mys-
teries of the human sexual psyche. 
And maybe, just maybe, it will mea-
sure up to the 1976 Japanese classic 
In the Realm of the Senses. But Ro-
mance isn't it. * 
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r e c e n t r e l e a s e s 

(DAVID MEAD' 
David Mead 

"THE STATIC VS. THE 
STRINGS VOL. 1' 

Centro-matic 

'AMEN1 

Paula Cole 

'THE KATIES' 
The Katies 

d a v i d m e a d 

4DAVID MEAD' 

Riding on the coattails of such 
pop revivalists as Ben Folds and Tal 
Bachman, David Mead is yet an-
other singer/songwritei*'who tries 
to play every instrument and cop 
every style, albeit with slightly more 
aplomb than the aforementioned 
duo. Mead sounds like he's been 
subsisting on a steady diet of Beatles, 
Beach Boys, Badfinger and Electric 
Light Orchestra. All this posturing, 
however, does not good music make. 
Instead, Mead's debut sounds like a 
musical potpourri whose ingredients 
haven't quite gelled yet. Adding a 
harpischord here or timpani there 
doesn ' t mask the fact that his 
songwriting is subpar, his lyrics are 
absolutely vapid and his production 
is adult-contemporary to a fault. Skip 
this phony and go for the real McCoy. 

— John Chao 

"Neighbors. Habits. Downtown.", a 
2-minute burst of rock backed by 
Matt Pence 's unflagging drums, 
J o h n s o n ' s gu i t a r and Mark 
Hedman's bass, which seems to skip 
noisily up and down the stairs. 

'Turning Your Decisions" finds 
pianist Scott Danbom setting "the 
Wurlilzer home church organ aflame 
here ," as the liner notes read. 
Johnson and Danbom's deftly inter-
playing vocals bounce off each other 
in the catchy chorus of "Roll on/Roll 
off'. The anti-label rant ("And we're 
turning our backs on your fancy hit 
songs") calls men of the industry 
"the evil-talking, trash-walking speci-
men types." Few bands could pull 
that off so infectiously and sincerely. 

Fast-paced rock then gives way 
to "Wrecking This Show," one of 
Centro-matic's ballads, this one 
tinged with sparse, almost country 
guitars, piano and drums. The mu-
sic and the line "3?his beautiful way 
that you dance/Was too good to 
last," beautifully evoke€be image of 
a slow last dance. Yet as a love song, 
it can't lop "You're Like Everyone" 
on 1997's Redo the Stacks, sung by 
Johnson in a low voice likely to break 
your heart. 

The band goes down in a blaze of 
pop glory in the closing track. "Keep 
the Phoenix in Slow Motion" layers 
Johnson's oft-enigmatic lyrics with 
pounding, alpiost bouncing guitars, 
piano and whistling, and then an 
explosion of blissfully orchestrated 
chaos to seal it up. 

Centro-matic performs al the 
Engine Room Oct. 27, with Burning 
Airlines and Promise Ring. The 
band's live show is highly recom-
mended; they're nothing short of 
achingly beautiful. 

— Mariel Tarn 

p a u l a co le 

c e n t r o - m a t i c 

'THE STATIC VS. 
THE STRINGS 

VOL.!' 

Denton-based Centro-matic cre-
ates beautiful, dense lo-fi pop, awash 
in vocals just as fuzzy as guitars and 
hook-filled melodies that are liable 
to fall apart, but never do. 

The band's latest release, The 
Static vs. The Strings Vol. 1 on Qual-
ity Park Records, is a 14-track EP of 
outtakes and demos from Centro-
matic's past two albums. Ostensi-
bly, it's something to tide fans over 
until the next album, due in January. 
But frontman Will Johnson's almost 
impeccable songwriting makes it a 
welcome introduction to the band 
for newcomers. 

The disc's highlights include 

been for something more than this 
thoroughly boring album. 

— Riki Conrey 

t he k a t i e s 

'THE KATIES' 

The Katies' rough-hewn, tattooed, 
cowboy hat image belies a band more 
disposed to bubble-gum guitar pop 
than "Sweet Home Alabama." 

Although not ones to shy away 
from heavy, distorted guitars, the 
Katies seem to wander rather un-
comfortably in tht? nether region 
between modern rock, alternative 
and retro-'70s glam. At their best, 
The Katies sound like Jellyfish and 
Matthew Sweet, and at their worst, 
they sound like an unholy amalgam 
of Poison and Bush. While not all 
their songs are terrible, many that 
start promisingly end in a disappoint-
ing Hanson-meets-Third Eye Blind 
shouting match. Stand-out tracks 
include "Ode to S.G." and the mis-
named pop gem "Noggin' Poundin'," 
co-written by The Katies and Self. 

So although The Katies' self-titled 
debut isn't very original, they do get 
an E for effort. And here's to hoping 
that they either learn to reconcile 
their internal conflicts or figure out 
a way to write better songs. 

- John Chao 
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STUDENT TRAVEL 

<AMEN' 

For those who ha^e only heard 
the high-frequency radio pop ver-
sion of Paula Cole's "Where Have 
All the Cowboys Gone?", it is worth-
while to note that the majority of her 
first release, This Fire, was an in-
tensely original collection of songs, 
which, while neither sinister nor 
angry, certainly reflected her feel-
ings in a new sound. 

A men, her latesty effort, is a toned-
down version of This Fire with over-
tones of low-quality R&B and a much 
slower, whinier aspect. The first 
song, "I Believe in Love," is really 
nothing special. It seems that every 
major artist has already made this 
song better. Twice. This is Celine 
Dion sounding really bored. 

Some songs manage to hit the 
mark. The title track is a reminder of 
the old, excited €ole. Her signature 
is a steady, soothing voice that peaks 
into attention-grabbing high notes. 
Though she returns to her true vo-
cal stylings in Amen, her singing has 
been toned down for the other songs. 
She's also aquired a new streak of 
political activism that makes her 
sound really preachy. 

Sometimes this new activism 
works for her, as in the sixth track, 
"Be Somebody," in which she uses 
rhythm and her unique vocal style to 
advocate saving the world and pro-
motes unity through diversity. But 
sometimes it's just downright silly. 
"We are all leaves on this great big 
tree," she says in the title song. 

The new album is technically 
credited to "The Paula Cole Band" 
rather than to Cole herself. This new 
sharing of the credit and the success 
is admirable. I just wish it could have 

Come explore Europe 
f r o m your own laptop.. 

www. statravel. com 

TRAVEL 

* % Student Center Operating Hours 
during Mid-Term Recess 
. * October 15-19 f f 

Friday 7:00 am - 9:00 pm 
7:00 am - 3:30 pm 
7:30 am - 3:00 pm 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm 
5:30 am - 8:00 pm 

Building Open , 
Sammy's Open 
Kinko's Open 
Campus Store open 
Sammy's Training Table 
(no Sammy's Late Night) 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

9:00 am - Midnight Building Open 

(no Training Table or Late Night) 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Campus Store open 

Closed 

7:00 am - 8:00 pm 
7:00 am - 3:30 pm 
7:30 am - 5:30 pm 
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

(no Late Night or Training Table) 

Building Open 
Sammy's Open 
Kinko's Open 
Sammy's Training Table 
(no Sammy's Late Night) 

Tuesday 8:00 am - Midnight Building Open 
7:00 am - 3:30 pm 
7:30 am - 5:30 pm 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm 
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
9:00 pm- Midnight 

Sammy's Open 
Kinko's Open 
Campus Store open 
Training Table 
Sammy's Late Night 

The Coffee House and Willy's Pub will be closed Friday - Tuesday 

Don't forget that Sammy's Late Night, 
during the regular academic year is now 
open from 5 pm - Midnight on Saturday and 
Sunday nights. 
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Cheering 'Ska'-lelujah with the Pilfers on 'Chawalaleng' 
Robert Reichle 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Pilfers brought their special 
brand of musical "elevation" to a 
small crowd Oct. 6 at Fitzgerald's. 
Touring with Spring Heeled Jack 
USA and the Pietasters, this is the 
Pilfers' first chance to support their 
new album, Chawalaleng. 

i 'Chawalaleng' 

The Pilfers 
Rating: iritit 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

The album runs the gamut of the 
band's influences. "Agua," the disc's 
opener, combines ska verses with a 
hardcore chorus, while on the 
album's title track. 

Ranx's skillful vocals and inter-
mittent toasting reflect his back-
ground as a dancehall reggae artist. 
"What's New," the record's most 
radio-friendly song, prominently fea-
tures Vinny Nobile's songwriting 
ability, vocals and trombone skills. 

Nobile sings on the album's more 
pop- and ska-influenced tracks, and 
his clean voice is a nice foil to Ranx's 
frantic toasting. 

The album is a natural evolution 
of their unique ska/hardcore/ 
reggae/pop sound, and although in 
concert they lack some of the extra 
bells and whistles that have helped 
them in their latest studio outing, 
their stripped-down live sound still 
managed to move the audience. 

The Pilfers' self-titled debut al-
bum, released early last year, was a 
strictly do-it-yourself production, but 
the band has since landed a record 
deal, which is starting to pay off. 

"We haven't reaped the benefits 
yet, but some of the benefits are that 
we got to work with [producer] John 
Avila," Coolie Ranx, Pilfers lead 
singer and former member of the 
Toasters, said. "We never had a pro-
ducer on the first album." 

Avila, who first worked with Ranx 
when he sang guest vocals on the 
most recent Reel Big Fish album, 
added turntables, synthesizers and 
organs into the mix, giving 
Chawalaleng a more pop sound. 

\ 

M A R I S * LEVY/THRESHER 

Vinny Nobile and his crazy horn. 

A former member of Bim Skala 
Bim, he's also one of the best ska 
trombonists in the country. Unfortu-
nately,the album doesn't give him 
much room to showcase his talent. 

The title of "Skungle" reflects the 

track's innovative blend of ska and 
jungle. Surprisingly, the odd combi-
nation of upbeat guitar, dancehall 
vocals and hyped-up drums actually 
Works. 

"I have a passion for jungle," Ranx 
said when asked about the electronic 
influences in Chawalaleng. "Jungle is 
also something I do at my house — I 
have some jungle tracks, so at my 
house I play around with my key-
board and a console." 

Pilfers shows are known for au-
dience participation, and this show 
was no exception. Both Ranx and 
Nobile have a stage presence that 
demands the audience's attention 
— Ranx's constant grooving to the 
music and jumping around the stage 
and Nobile's playing are very in-
tense. 

The band has a sort of grass-
roots following they call the Pilfers 
Crew, and more than a few of these 
die-hard fans were there singing, 
moshing and skanking along to the 
music. 

Ranx also taught the shout-along 
choruses to the crowd before each 
song. This definitely added to the 
overall experience, but it was a little 
annoying when he started three dif-
ferent songs over because he didn't 
think the audience participation was 
up to par. 

""I like participation, I like interac-
tion," he said. "You can't watch a video 
or listen to a CD and get that same 
participation as when you come to a 
show. When you come to a show, you 
should be involved." 

The Pilfers' set started with "Mr. 
Exploita," "Agua" and a reggae-tinged 
song, "Climbing," that was redone for 

1 
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v d r s i t y o C o m 
S t u d y S m a r t e r 

their new album. Ranx then led a crowd 
chant of "Pain! Relief!" through a par-
ticularly forceful performance of 
"Show No Fear," an audience request 
from their first album. 

Nobile was allowed some fun with 
his trombone on "Roller Coaster" 
and again on "Legal Shot Pam Pam," 
a show highlights. Ranx wrote this 
ska song while he was with the Toast-
ers, and an extended ska and reggae 
version appears on Chawalaleng. 
But, by this point in the show, Ranx's 
voice was suffering. 

Nobile went into an extended solo 

while he recovered, and soon the 
two had the crowd shouting "pam 
pam" for the rest of the song. 

The band rounded out the set 
with "Skungle," which suffered from 
the lack of a drum machine, and two 
final songs that Ranx performed en-
tirely from the dance floor. 

During "Lay" and "Yakuza," Ranx 
worked the crowd into a frenzy from 
within, dancing with them and get-
ting anyone and everyone to sing 
into the mic. 

To make up for the lack of or-
gans, synthesizers and other studio 
enhancements, Nobile had longer 
and more prominent trombone so-
los, which were even better live than 
on the album. However, radio-
friendly songs like "Saga" and 
"What's New" were strangely ab-
sent from the set list. 

Live, the emphasis was on the 
vocals, trombone and guitar. On the 
new album, there's a greater em-
phasis on the band's electronic and 
pop influences. 

Either way, the Pilfers are a 
crowd-pleasing capable of 
"elevat[ing] the mind, body and 
soul" of the listener with their unique 
blend of musical styles. 

mm * aih 

Rice Sunday Special 
BUY ONE, GET ONE 

FREE! 
Buij a n M 6 " sub and 

sodaP get one 6" sub free 
Just sag "Rice 

Sunday Special" 

Proud sponsor of Rice Athletes 
1999, 2000, 2001 

| The best pizza in tarn ... Hosnest! j 

U N I V E R S I T Y A T G R E E N B R I A R 

664-5700 

Bring t h i s Oaupcn 

III® 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/Qne Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

http://www.versity.com


T H E RICE T H R E S H E R ADVERTISEMENT FRIDAY, O C T O B E R 15, 1999 15 

You can get 
t at a huge 

or join us 
and find 
out how 
good you 
really are. 

For more information visit our website at: 
www.prudentialsecurities.com/investment_banking/careers.htm 
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Studying effectively 
From class time to test time 
Corey Dev ine 

It's 4:30 in the morning. A stu-
dent sits in front of a notebook full of 
doodles and illegible handwriting. 
He has a huge test at 9 a.m. He 
throws back another cup of joe (that 
makes No. 5). An hour later, the 
caffeine fails, and he drifts off into a 
nightmare of horrible test grades 
and stress-filled nights. But this 
doesn't have to be you. You can avoid 
all the pitfalls of ineffective studying 
by employing a few common-sense 
techniques. 

AVOID INTERNAL 
DISTRACTIONS 

FOOD 
You should never study on an 

empty stomach, but it's probably not 
a good idea to stuff yourself with a 
entire large pizza right before you 
study, though. You'll feel sick, and 
you are likely to get sleepy because 
your body is going to devote all of its 
energy to digesting everything you 
just ate. 

REST 
If you are tired, take a short nap 

before you study. Spending 20 min-
utes sleeping before studying will 
make your study session much more 
effective than trying to study dead 
tired. If you get tired while studying, 
stop studying. Walk outside for, a 
few minutes or do a few jumping-
jacks. Be awake when you come back 
to the book—you'll remember much 
more. 

BEFORE THE TEST 

I had a biology teacher who used 
to say, "Good note-taking is the hall-
mark of a good student." She said it 
at least once per class. As banal as it 
may be, it's still true. 

GO TO CLASS 
OK, I know you're really excited 

that you're in college now and no-
body takes attendance. But go to 
class anyway. Even at 9 a.m. Who 
knows, you might learn something. 

I even recommend that you get to 
class a little before it begins. Who 
knew professors actually taught im-
portant information in the first 10 
minutes of class? 

SUPPLIES 
Robert Hatch, a researcher at the 

University of Florida, suggests buy-
ing separate spiral notebooks for 
each class. » 

If you're feeling very brave, go to 
lecture with two different colored 
pens. You may look nerdy, but you'll 
learn more. 

WHERE TO SIT 
Try to find a seat in class where 

you can see and hear the professor 
(and see the overhead if she uses 
one). Contrary to popular belief, sit-
ting in the back of the classroom 
isn't really cool after about ninth 
grade, and it surely will not help you 
learn anything. 

REVIEWING THE NOTES 
Hatch suggests that you take 5 

minutes after class to review the 
notes you took to make sure they're 
understandable. If they aren't, cor-
rect them then. It's easier to do this 
while the material is fresh in your 
mind. In addition, this 5 minutes of 
review after class can really help 
concepts sink in. 

STUDYING FOR 
THE BIG DAY 

Now the test is just around the 
corner. You've taken good notes and 
reviewed them after class. Here are 
some tips to help you secure a grade 
that will keep your parents off your 
back (at least until the next test). 

STUDY NOW 
You shouldn't expect to learn all 

there is to know about differential 
equations in one night. Learning 
a r ch ing takes time. If you take a 
little time during the week to review 
your notes, you will already know 
the information the night before the 
test. Then it's just a matter of review-
ing. 

STUDY SPACE 
No matter what you've heard in 

the past, people concentrate better 
in quiet places. 

According to the Learning Cen-
ter at the University of North Caro-
lina, a greater similarity between the 
study setting and the testing situa-
tion leads to greater recall of infor-
mation. If you study in Willy's Pub 
on Thursday night, you might be 
better off not going to the test Friday 
morning. 

SOLO REVIEW 
Review your notes out loud. Sure, 

you might feel stupid, but it helps 
retention. A 1994 study by Jane 
Loxerman at Daytona Beach Com-
munity College shows that students 
are more apt to recall information 
spoken aloud than material they have 
simply re-read. 

Place aside a set number of hours 
in the day for studying; however, do 
not plan to do all your studying at 
one time. 

The brain quickly becomes satu-
rated and retention decreases. Lt is 
best to study in small blocks of time 
(20-30 minutes). According to the 
Achievement Center at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota at Duluth, taking 
breaks allows your brain to process 
the information you have fed it. 

Breaks will help you maximize 
the amount of information you re-
member while minimizing the 
amount of time spent studying. 

STUDY GROUPS 
Find a group of relatively intelli-

gent pgople to study with. A good 
study group can help you review for 
tests in a less stressful manner. 

A group is also conducive to dis-
cussion and will probably help you 
remember more. Studying material 
from different viewpoints can in-
crease your ability to understand. 

In any case, chill out. Review un-
til you're tired and then go to bed. 
Don't worry, you'll do fine. 

Treat your 
Urinary Tract 

Infection! 
Call 1-800-230-PLAN and be 

connected to the nearest clinic • www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood® P of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

http://www.pphouston.org
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Riki Conrey 
Surviving the common cold 

BEACH: Enjoy 

the last of the nice 
weather. Take Inter-
state 45 to Galveston 
this extended week-
end. 

GAY RIGHTS: rues-
day was Pride's blue jean day, 
designed to express support for 
rights for gay, lesbian,, bisexual 
and trangendered people. 
Amazing numbers of Rice stu-
dents wore blue jeans on that 
day. 

It's midterm time. You're stressed and tired, and you haven't eaten 
anything but ramen since Tuesday. The concept of beverages that don't 
contain caffeine is completely alien to you. And you feel a cold coming on. 

According to the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases, colds are 
spread through contact with infected par-
ticles. Not to get too graphic, but if you 
breathe in someone else's germs or touch 
her germs and then tf>uch your face, you're at 
risk for catc&ng her cold. If you think about 
this, it follows that college students should 
be susceptible. On-campus living means com-
ing into close personal contact with other 
people's germs almost constantly. 

NLAID reports that there are over 200 
viruses that cause the symptoms of the com-
mon cold, most colds happen in fall or winter, 
and all adults — even those who aren't col-
lege students — get two to four colds a year. 
In short, you're pretty much doomed. 

If you're lucky enough to be healthy, start 
washing your hands now. Keeping those 
nasty germs away will help keep you healthy. 
You should also be exercising, eating regu-
larly and getting lots and lots of fluids. This is 
common sense. 

Here's the information you need to make 
educated choices about remedies for cold 
symptoms. 

YOUR MOM WAS RIGHT 

STEAM 
Inhaling steam works as a temporary de-

congestant, but it also makes you dizzy if 
you've got a cold. Take warm showers at 
judicious intervals. 

REST 
You need it. Period. That means eight 

hours a night, not an occasional nap. Your 
body can't fight a disease if you're running 
your immune system ragged, feeding it on 
beer and cafeteria food and sleeping three 
hours a night. Rest time is when your im-
mune system has the greatest opportunity to 
fight invaders. 

FLUIDS 
You're supposed to be drinking eight 

glasses of water daily. You know you're not 
doing that. So, you're dehydrated. If you've 
got a cold and you're dehydrated, you're 
miserable. Drink more fluids. 

HOLISTIC REMEDIES 

VITAMIN C 
Vitamin C does not affect the likelihood of 

contracting a cold. It's possible that it can 
decrease the duration of colds, but echinacea 
is a surer bet. 

ZINC 
American Fitness Professionals and As-

sociates has published a review of the litera-
ture related to zinc and the common cold. In 
experiments, zinc ions can stop the flow of 
mucus or may even activate important im-
mune cells. In reality, all they do for humans 
is provide temporary relief from congestion. 

ECHINACEA 
Echinacea is the biggest advance in cold 

treatment since fluids. But there are a num-
ber of misconceptions about what it can do. 
One 1992 study by a German scientist and h is 
team showed that people who took echinacea 
were less likely to get a cold than people who 

took a placebo and that their colds lasted for 
less time. More recent studies have sug-
gested that while echinacea may shorten the 
duration of a cold, it can't prevent one. 

As with all herbal supplements, it is ex-
tremely important to keep in mind that 
echinacea is not regulated by the Food and 
Drug Administration, so you don'tknowquite 
what you're getting. Be careful, and follow 
dosage directions on the package. 

MMM ... DRUGS 

ANTIHISTAMINES 
Antihistamines dry out your sinuses, but 

they thicken mucus. Eew. These are effec-
tive for allergies, but not for colds. They also 
tend to make you drowsy, which doesn't help 
if you're studying for midterms. 

ANALGESICS 
Ibuprofen and aspirin can relieve your 

muscle aches and fever. They're not holistic, 
but on day three of a 100 degree fever, do you 
really care about being a good earth mother? 
I thought not. 

COUGH SUPPRESSANTS 
If you've got a dry cough, you can take one 

of the over-the-counter medications called an 
antitussive. They may contain expectorants, 
which thin mucus so you can cough it up. 

DECONGESTANTS 
These are key for surviving class during a 

cold. They clear out your nasal passages so 
your head doesn't feel as heavy. 

THIS IS NO 
ORDINARY COLD 

Sometimes influenza or another more se-
rious disease masquerades as a cold. If you 
have any of the following symptoms, get 
yourself to Health Services as quickly as 
possible: 
• A cold that lasts for more than 10 days, 
• An earache, 
• Severe pain in your sinuses, or 
• Fever over 102 degrees. 

But usually it's just a cold, and there's no 
cure. So get yourself some drugs, some rest 
and lots of water, and you'll be fine in a week. 

RCBI Jobs 

V 

get paid to surf the web 
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Sunidh Jani 

-THRESHER SPORTS/commentary — 

Hawaii trip a deserved 
break for football team 

Last Saturday night didn't provide a vast amount of 
entertainment options. You could watch some har-
assed amateur strippers strut their stuff, but aside from 
that the pickings were mighty slim. Most people, 
however, failed to realize that from 
11 p.m. to about 2 a.m., the Rice 
football team was thrashing 
Hawaii on TV. 

Yes, that's right, the football 
team went to_Hawaii. The players 
and coachesleft Oct. 5, four days 
before the game, and the cheer-
leaders and other support crews 
left the next day. The early 
departure obviously helped the 
Owls get used to the five-hour 
time difference as they dominated the Rainbow 
Warriors. But instead of conjuring up more support for 
the team on its quest for the WAC title and a bowl bid, 
the Hawaii trip often left fellow Rice students in shock. 

Students' typical response to learning that the 
football team got to go to Hawaii was something along 
the lines of "Lucky bastards!" However, the tone 
quickly changed from envy to disgust when the 
average non-traveler learned that the team departed 
Tuesday morning for a game played Saturday night. 

Most dissenting people could ill-comprehend the 
need to leave a full four days early for a mere football 
game. And since they did not understand, they 
naturally assumed. Statements ranging from "Athletes 
always get it easy," to "How hard is it to play five 
hours later?" to "Jesus, it's only a game" all made 
their rounds at the lunch tables. The team could have 
easily left on Thursday and still been ready to play, 
most educated students claimed. A significant 
percentage of the general populace was hell-bent on 
proving that the trip to Hawaii had way too many 
perks attached. 

It probably did. And to that I say ... so what? 
First off, there's a technicality nobody knew about 

— the team was unable to leave later because a 
nationwide dentists' convention in Hawaii had all 
flights booked. And even if they hadn't been forced to 
do so, leaving early was a good idea. Any person 
who's traveled outside the continental United States 
can tell you that adjusting to doing anything, let alone 
playing a football game, is tough. Secondly, to those 
who said this was "only a game" — if you follow 
college football, you know that any conference game 
is anything but "only a game." 

And finally, those perks you keep screaming about 
— seeing the sights, spending time kicking it in the 
soft sand and swimming in crystal blue water — all 
sound pretty nice. If and when you go to Hawaii for a 
vacation, you'd go out and do touristy things. But 
that's not exactly what the football team spent its time 
doing. Sure, they had their share of fun in the sun, 
but they also had their share of early curfews, 
morning practices, late-night film sessions and, yes, 
even time set aside to do homework. 

"We didn't vacation, I guaranteecyou that," senior 
quarterback Chad Richardson said. "We were there to 
play football. We practiced and had meetings and 
that's all we did. We didn't do any vacationing until 
the game was over. We went there to take care of 
business, and if that's what it takes to win a WAC 
championship, then we did the right thing." 

And even if they did have a good chunk of free 
time to spend exploring the paradise that is Hawaii, 
get over it. They deserve the break. 

All of us at Rice work hard, and most of us waste a 
lot precious time trying to get our minds off school. 
But athletes don't have the time to waste because, in 
addition to taking the same classes you're taking, they 
also have to deal with what amounts to a full-time job. 
So when the opportunity arises to give them a break, 
our Athletics Department does everything in its power 
to give them the whole nine yards, as well it should. 

Is this a benefit of being an athlete? Sure. Also 
included in the list of benefits are trips to such 
wondrous places as El Paso and Laramie, Wyo. And 
don't forget two-a-days, summer practices and camps, 6 
a.m. weight training sessions and physically exhaust-
ing workouts. You know that paper that's kicking your 
ass right now? Try writing it on a day that'includes pre-
dawn weight lifting, a two-hour full-pads practice and 
an evening film session. Sounds like fun, doesn't it? 

So rather than complaining about why our football 
players got to go to Hawaii, give them a break. Instead, 
try to concentrate on supporting them and giving them 
their due. Remember, they, more than other students 
and members of the faculty, staff and administration, 
represent Rice to the world beyond the hedges. 

Sunidh Jani is a Sid Richardson College junior. 

Cross country teams run wild at A&M 
McArthur paces men to team title, Roberson leads women to first-place tie 

by Jason Gershman 
THRKSHKR STAKK 

There were a number of big-name 
programs at last weekend's Texas A&M 
Invitat ional , but Rice 's men ' s and 
women's cross country teams were the 
best of the bunch. 

The two Owl squads celebrated big 
wins Friday, as the men won the team 
title and the women tied for first place 
with host Texas A&M University. 

The event, staged at the University 
Golf Course in College Station, featured 
a field of 16 schools, including in-state 
rivals such as Texas A&M, the Univer-
sity of Texas, the University of Houston 
and Texas Christian University. 

, In addition, major out-of-state oppo-
nents Mississippi State University and 
Auburn University made the trip. 

But thanks to strong team and indi-
vidual efforts, the Owls emerged on top. 

"It was great to beatTexas and Texas 
A&M because neither of those teams 
gave us any respect," said junior Lachlan 
McAr thu r , t h e W e s t e r n Athle t ic 
Conference's Athlete of the Week. "I still 
don't think either of those teams thinks 
we're for real." 

Senior Shaquandra Roberson took the 
victory in the women's 5-kilometer event 
with a time of 17 minutes, 51 seconds. 
Roberson, who has.already been named 
Western Athletic Conference Women's 
Cross Country Athlete of the Week twice 
this season, won the race by 8 seconds 
overTCU's Gladys Keitany. 

The Owls finished with 41 points, good 

for a first-place tie with the Aggies. Sopho-
mores Liza Ruckman and Katie Waite 
finished fifth and sixth and were sepa-
rated by just 1 second, while freshmen 
Tanya Wright and Summer Bell finished 
11th and 18th to round out Rice's Tive-
member team. 

TCU finished a distant third with 91 
points. 

"It was awesome to [do well against] 
a big-name school like A&M," Waite said. 
"Their team is more than twice the size 
of ours. I think we surprised them, espe-
cially since the race took place on their 
home course, and nobody likes to be 
threatened in front of a home crowd." 

'It was great to beat Texas 
and Texas A&M because 
neither of those teams 
gave us any respect.' 

— Lachlan McArthur 
Junior runner 

The women, who have won two of 
three meets this season, head to Tampa, 
Fla., this weekend for the South Florida 
Invitational. 

On the men's side, McArthur and 
fellow junior Tyson Hendricksen led the 
Owls to the team title by finishing sec-
ond and third. McArthur finished the 

race in 25:33, 15 seconds behind race 
w inne r David Lagat of TCU, and 
Hendricksen finished in 25:40. 

The Owls finished with 45 points, while 
the Longhorns garnered 55 to place sec-
ond and the Aggies claimed third with 74. 

"We are all training well, and we all 
believe that we can continue to have a 
good year," McArthur said. "This event 
was easily the best that we have run as a 
team since I have been here at face." 

The five-member team also included 
senior Jeff Piper, junior John Jura and 
sophomore Keith Pierce, who finished 
10th, 13th and 17th, respectively. 

"About a mile into the race, I looked 
down the course and knew eight UT 
guys were in front of me and only one 
Rice runner, Lachlan," Piper said. "I 
started having doubts but kept running 
strong, and before I knew it, Tyson passed 
me, John was with me, and there were 
only four UT guys ahead of me. 

"I truly realized we had a great shot at a 
victory when the UT coach starting yelling 
at his guys that they had to catch Rice." 

The victory was the men's second in 
a row following their title at the Rice 
Invitational Sept. 18. 

The Owls, however, are more con-
cerned with being ready for the WAC 
Championships, to be held Oct. 30 in 
Fresno, Calif., than with winning warm-
up meets, Jura said. 

"We are training to be fast in late Octo-
ber and early November, so winning A&M 
wasn't a major goal," Jura said. "If we 
remember what our focus is, we could 
surprise some people down the road J 

First-place Owls look for revenge 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

In a year full of near misses and tough 
losses, it was the most painful one of all. 

Expect the Rice football team to have 
payback on its mind for tomorrow's 
rematch. 

On Oct. 10,1998, the Owls faced San 
Jose State University in a critical West-
ern Athletic Conference contest. Rice 
was 1-0 in the WAC and a win would have 
kept the team near the top of the confer-
ence standings. 

Instead, the Owls lost two fumbles in 
Spartan territory, missed one field goal 
and had another blocked on their way to-
an ugly 20-17 defeat. 

"It probably was our toughest ' loss 
of the year," Head Coach Ken Hatfield 
said. "We missed field goals and had 
some key fumbles, and then we tied 
the game late and still lost. It was 
tough." 

Rice (3-3,2-0 WAC) gets a chance to 
even the score when the Spartans (3-1, 
1-1 WAC) visit Rice Stadium tomorrow 
at 11 a.m. The game, which will be 
televised locally on Fox Sports N e t / 
Southwest , will give the Owls the 
chance to prove they're a different team 
from the one that showed up in San 
Jose. 

'But heck, if you can't get 
up to play this game with 
the championship on the 
line like it is, then revenge 
won't help you.' 

— Dan Dawson 
Sophomore linebacker 

"We feel like we have something to 
prove," senior offensive lineman Neal 
Gray said. "Last year we played well, but 
it was one of those games where you 
look at the scoreboard and see that you 
lost and just wonder how it happened. 

"It's in the, back of our minds, so 
hopefully well do a lot better this week." 

At the same time, the Owls know that 
avenging last year's loss must take a 
backseat to what tomorrow's game may 
mean to the WAC championship race. 

At 2-0, the Owls are alone in first place 

m 

LIZ RICE/THRESHER . 

Sophomore tight end Brandon Manning catches a pass in practice Tuesday. The Owls 
look to stay atop the WAC with a win over San Jose State University tomorrow. 

in th£vWAC. A win' against fourth-place 
San Jose State would do a lot for Rice's 
conference title aspirations. 

"Revenge will be a little bit of a fac-
tor," sophomore linebacker Dan Dawson 
said. "But heck, if you can't get up to play 
this game with the championship on the 
line like it is, then revenge won't help 
you. • 

"The beauty of this season is that 
with the WAC being so wide-open, every 
game is the most important game of your 
life. The Hawaii game last week was for 
the title, and this week is for the title. 
That's the fun of it." 

San Jose State comes into the game 

on a sour note after a 42-0 stomping at 
Texas Christian University. However, the 
loss was likely the result of a letdown 
following the Spartans' emotional 44-39 
win at Stanford University a week ear-
lier. 

"We respect San Jose State," Hatfield 
said. "Anybody that can beat Stanford 
the way that they did will get my atten-
tion." 

The Spartans' strength lies in their 
offense, which is ranked first in the con-
ference with 426.3 yards of total offense 
per game and second in scoring with 
28.7 points per game. 

See FOOTBALL, Page 21 
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Senior outside hitter Kelly Smith, left, reacts to a lost point during Rice's three-set defeat against Hawaii Saturday. 

Owls find positives in loss to Hawaii 
by Ben Weston 

THKliSHKR FMTORIAL STAFF 

A couple of weeks ago, with inju-
ries and losses both mounting, it 
looked like the volleyball team had 
nowhere to go but up. 

The Owls proved that last week-
end by showing significant improve-
ment in two home losses. The two 
three-game sweeps, however, also 
showed Rice has a long way to go 
before being competitive in the 
Western Athletic Conference. 

The University of Texas at El Paso 
edged Rice 15-13,15-9,16-14Thurs-
day night, and that loss was followed 
by a 15-8, 15-1, 15-7 loss to confer-
ence-leading University of Hawaii. 

The Owls were admittedly the un-
derdogs going into Saturday's match. 
The Rainbow Wahine, ranked No. 2 
in the nation, defeated defending na-
tional champion Long Beach State 
University in four games last month. 

Hawaii ran to an early 9-2 lead in 
the first game, but the Owls managed 
to rally to 14-8 before conceding game 
point. The momentum did not carry 
into Game 2, as nothing fell the right 
way for Rice and the Rainbows needed 
only 10 kills to win 15-1. 

'We didn't let down and 
let them take over like a 
lot of people would have 
maybe expected us to.' 

— Courtney Smith 
Sophomore middle blocker 

Rice had eight attack errors and 
a total hitting percentage of -.030 
while allowing Hawaii to hit .360 in 
Game 2. The offense lost its fluidity 
en tirely for the d u ratio n of the game. 

"In Game 2, the passing fell apart 
and we went into a hole," senior 
outside hitter Kelly Smith said. 

The Owls resurfaced for the third 
game and brought the crowd back 
into it with an impressive run. They 
held the lead until the 15th point of 
the game, taking a 7-6 advantage 
with a burst of emotional play. 

Against a team like Hawaii, how-
ever, enthusiasm is not enough. The 
Rainbow Wahine rattled off eight 
unanswered points to win 15-7 and 
keep their streak of 3-0 conference 
wins alive. In fact, the last current 
WAC team to win a game against 
Hawaii was Rice in last year's WAC 
Tournament. 

"We played really well compared 
to the way we've been playing re-
cently," sophomore middle blocker 
Courtney Smith said. "We didn't let 
down and let them take over like a 
lot of people would have maybe ex-
pected us to." 

Head Coach Julio Morales was 
pleased by the team's overall effort 
given the quality of the opponent. 

"A lot of teams have broken down 
playing Hawaii this year, bad teams 
and good teams, and we didn't," 
Morales said. "Certainly, coming 
back after [Game- 2] and scoring 
eight points when they were plaiying 
their bes t . . . was pretty impressive." 

The Owls were not as impressive 
against UTEP, which was just 3-11 
coming into the game. Some aspects 
of their play were positive, but the 
Owls were unable to put UTEP away. 

Rice led the first game 11-6 at one 
point, but lost focus and fell 15-13. 
Rice lost Game 2,15-9, after leading 
8-6 and thenJdropped Game 3,16-14, 
after leading 12-6. 

"We had those games," Kelly 
Smith said. "We played great at the 
beginning of the games, but towards 
the end we just lost our intensity." 

The match marked the unveiling 
of a new system for Rice. In the past, 
the Owl attack has centered around 
the outside hitters, but Rice was strong 
in the middle against the Miners. 

Middle blockers Courtney Smith 
and freshman Elizabeth Davenport 
Pollock hit a combined .367, and 

teamed up with junior Klara Zelinka 
for eight blocks. 

To have Davenport Pollock and 
Smith step up was a crucial part of 
Morales' plan. Now, he said, he can 
stick with the one system, which will 
make the players more comfortable. 

"The changes really have made 
us have problems, not necessarily 
the level of the players," Morales 
said. "We had so many things change 
that it's just now that we're getting 
the hang of it." 

Given that, tonight's WAC match 
at Fresno State University should go 
better than the last three have. Fresno 
has been swept in its last four matches 
and is winless in WAC play. 

"Fresno is kind of in the same 
boat as we are," Morales said. "But if 
we do our stuff . . . we should have a 
good chance of beating them." 

The Owls continue their Califor-
nia road swing tomorrow against San 
Jose State University, which is cur-
rently second in the WAC at 16-1. 

"I don't know about San Jose," 
Morales said. "I think they're play-
ing well, but I think they're just in 
kind of a groove. We want to go out 
and go at it. If we get a split, we'll be 
in good shape." 

NOVEMBER BO 
OIM SALE TOMORROW 

( 7 1 3 ) 6 2 9 - 3 7 0 0 

Golf team in the rough 
after tough first round 

by John C. Chao 
THKKSHEK STAFF 

A slow start greeted the golf 
team at the Missouri Bluffs / 
Purina Challenge in St. Charles, 
Mo., this week. 

However, in their first tourna-
ment of the year outside Texas, 
the Owls showed grit in the final 
two rounds en route to a 12th-
place finish. 

Rice finished 29 shots behind 
the University of Kansas, the tour-
nament champion, on a course 
where the greens were decep-
tively hard to read. 

' We need to come • 
together and win ... 
so we can get 
prepared for the 
NCAA [Tournament].' 

— Chris Connolly 
Junior golfer 

The Owls began poorly, post-
ing a score of 304 in Monday's 
first round, but recovered well in 
the day's second round by shoot-
ing a 285. They continued their 
strong play in Tuesday's third 
round with a 292. 

The Owls' improved play dur-
ing the last two rounds couldn't 
make up for the poor opening 
round. 

Rice was led by senior Drew 

Conrad, who was tied for 21st in 
the individual standings. 

Ryan V e r m e e r of Kansas 
claimed top individual honors 
with a six-under-par 207 on the 
71-par, 7,047-yard course. Conrad 
shot a team-low three-under-par 
68 during the second round on 
his way to a three-day total of 215. 

"Drew's been playing solidly 
for the whole semester," junior 
Chris Connolly said. "He pulled 
it together." 

While Conrad played well in a 
fietd of very skilled players, 
Connolly said he felt the team 
didn't play to its ability as a whole. 

Senior C.W. Mallon finished 
in a tie for 31st with a 218, while 
Connolly finished in a tie for 55th 
with a 223. 

Despite the low finish, the 
Owls were encouraged by the 
fact that their final-round scores 
have been consistently low. 

"We put ourselves in conten-
tion, and we've learned how to 
deal with the final round , " 
Connolly said. 

The Owls get next week off 
before competing at the Baylor 
Intercol legia te Oct. 25-26 in 
Waco, their final tournament of 
the semester. 

Connolly said a strong finish 
could go a long way in preparing 
the Owls for the NCAA Tourna-
ment, to beheld May31-June3in 
Opelika, Ala. 

"This is huge to eiid the fall 
season on a good note," Connolly 
said. "We need to come together 
and win before we take time off 
so we can get prepared for the 
NCAA [Tournament]." 
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Owl vets polish skills at ASU tourney 
by Chr is Larson 

T H K E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

After sending th ree team new-
c o m e r s to the University of Louisi-
ana-Lafayette Invitational Oct. 1-3, it 
was the veterans ' turn to h o n e their 
skills last weekend. 

Senior Robert Collins cont inued 
his s t rong play and s o p h o m o r e s 
Prakash Venkataraman and Fabien 
Giraud each m a n a g e d to pos t a 
singles win at the T h u n d e r b i r d s In-
vitational at Arizona State Univer-
sity in Tempe , Ariz. 

Co l l ins , V e n k a t a r a m a n a n d 
Giraud played at the second, third 
and four th s ingles spots, respec-
tively, for the majority of last year ' s 
match play season and are expec ted 
to provide the leadership for the Owls 
this season. 

With the newcomers providing 
solid play so far, the burden r e s t s on 
these three to post s t rong resu l t s at 
the top spots for the Owls to have a 
successful match play campaign. 

"We ended at the top 50 last year 
and this year we ' re a lot more consis-
tent at the bot tom spots," Giraud 
said. 

Coming off a singles title at the 
T o m Fallon Invitational at Not re 
Dame University, Collins cont inued 
to p rogress into the elite collegiate 
men ' s tennis ranks. 

Collins was awarded the eighth 
seed and lived up to the billing. He 
won his first two matches, defeat ing 
Frederik Mellin of the University of 
M i s s i s s i p p i 6-4, 7-6 (7-4) a n d 
outlasting the University of Kansas ' 
Rodrigo Echagaray 7-5, 3-6,7-6 (7-3). 

In the semifinals, Collins faced 
the tournament ' s top seed, F re sno 
State University's Peter Luczak, who 
is ranked 17th nationally. Luczak 
overpowered Collins on his way to a 
6-1, 6-4 win. 

"Robert has really improved over 
the past couple of years," Giraud 
said. "He takes full responsibili ty for 
leadership of this team, and he ' s 
really stepped up to it." 

T h e o ther two Owls came into 
the t o u r n a m e n t at less than full 
s t rength, as Giraud is recover ing 
f r o m a s h o u l d e r i n j u r y a n d 
Venkataraman is r ebounding f rom a 

LIZ RICE/THRESHER 

Freshman Ramez Qamer hits a forehand during the Continental Airlines Cup 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium Sept. 10-12. 

hip injury. Never theless , both play-
e r s put toge ther respectable perfor-
mances . 

After a first-round loss, Giraud 
defeated Arizona State's Matt Jacobs 
6-3, 6-2 before falling in the consola-
tion quar terf inals to Southern Meth-
odist University's Genius Chidzikwe 
6-1. 6,4. 

Venkataraman beat Kansas 's Ed 
Dus 6-1, 6-4 but fell in the second 
r o u n d to s e v e n t h - s e e d V i k r a n t 
C h a d h a of the University of Missis-
sippi 7-5, 6-2. 

Venkataraman also teamed with 
Collins to reach the semifinals of the 
doubles tournament . T h e Rice duo 
defeated a team from Mississippi 
State University with an 8-6 proset 
victory in the first round. 

In t h e q u a r t e r f i n a l s , Co l l ins 
avenged his singles loss to Fresno 
S t a t e ' s L u c z a k as h e a n d 
Venkataraiyian defeated Luczak and 
t eammate Andy Scortenau 8-6. 

In the semifinals , Collins and 
Venkataraman put together a solid 
effort against the top seed in the 
field, the Arizona State duo of Ed 
Carter and Alex Osterrieth, in an 8-
5 loss. 

"Nei ther of us got to practice 
much or practice at 100 percent ," 
Giraud said. "At this level of compe-
tition, not be ingab le to practice defi-
nitely means your chances are di-
minished. We need a lot of physical 
preparat ion, but if we can get rid of 
the injuries, a lot of interesting things 
could happen." , . 

/ 
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Expansion on the table 
for presidents' meeting 
WAC, from Page 1 
f rom the 16-team conference dur-
ing the s u m m e r of 1998, leaving 
the league 's total member sh ip at 
just eight schools this year. 

Last summer , the WAC ex-
tended a member sh ip invitation 
to the University of Nevada, a 
m e m b e r of the Big West Confer-
ence . Nevada will begin play in a 
nine-team WAC for t h e 2000-'01 
school year. 

After TCU's depar ture at the 
end of that same year, the WAC 
will be once again an eight-team 
league, al though expansion is not 
out of the question. 

Whi le many big-name confer-
ences , such as the Big 12 and 
Southeas tern Conference, have 
moved toward a member sh ip of 
12 schools and a lucrative confer-
ence championship g a m e in foot-
ball, the WAC is not interested in 
major expansion yet, Gillis said. 

Instead, he said he believes 
the WAC will likely offer mem-
bersh ip to one school as a kind of 
replacement for TCU and then 
consider major expansion within 
the next two or th ree years. 

'If everybody plays 
by the rules and if 
everybody is honest* 
with one another, we 
have a good future.' 

— Malcolm Gillis 
President 

Benson has said that the WAC 
has been in contact with nine 
schools concern ing possible ex-
pansion, including six Big West 
schools (Arkansas State Univer-
sity, Boise State University, New 
Mexico State University, Utah 
State University, the University 
of North Texas and the Univer-
sity of Idaho), and th ree indepen-
dents (LouisianaTech University, 
the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette and the University of 

Louisiana at Monroe) . 
Al though he said that he can-

not ment ion specifics about the 
negotiat ions, Gillis did say that 
four of the above schools have 
been el iminated f rom consider-
ation. 

T h e cri teria for possible mem-
bersh ip in the WAC includes both 
the s t r eng th of a school ' s athlet-
ics depa r tmen t and its comfnit-
ment to "doing th ings the right 
way," Gillis said. 

"We look at both the academic 
and the athletic side," Gillis said. 
"But if s o m e o n e can't pass the 
smell test on the academic side, 
we won' t cons ider them. ... If a 
school ha s a th le tes who never 
see the inside of a classroom, 
then tha t ' s a problem." 

T h e WAC also cons iders fac-
tors such as average class size 
and gradua t ion rates, Gillis said. 

T h e WAC pres idents will meet 
Sunday in Denver to d iscuss ex-
pansion, a m o n g o ther th ings . But 
Gillis said a decision is not ex-
pected. 

"We weren ' t go ing to decide 
anything then, even if both SMU 
andTCUlef t , " Gillis told the Hous-
ton Chronicle. "I think that we 
will b e talking about expansion 
over the next few months . But I 
don' t th ink we want t a do any-
th ing precipitous." • 

G i l l i f ® d e d t h a t a 10-team con-
fe rence is t h e more likely possi-
bility. 

Ano the r option would be for 
t h e WAC to involve d i f fe ren t 
schools in di f ferent sports , espe-
cially outs ide of major revenue-
producing spor t s such as football 
and m e n ' s basketbal l , Gillis said. 

"The four or five big confer-
ences recognized very early that 
TV executives drive things, and 
they try to extract the maximum 
benefits," Gillis said. "The other 
conferences will need to think re-
sourcefully and get innovative." 

In the mean t ime , the present 
WAC has a solid foundation, Gillis 
said. 

"If eve rybody plays by the 
ru les and if everybody is hones t 
with one another , we have a good 
fu ture ," h e said. 

more reason to 
'sign up F6V our 

GRE course 

Personal Attention 
S m a l l c lasses p r o d u c e the bes t resul ts W e 

d o no t h a v e a GRE c lass s i z e l a r g e r t h a n 1 5 

s tudents Plus, a n y e x t r a h e l p y o u n e e d o u t s i d e 

of c lass is a b s o l u t e l y f r ee 

Last chance to get ready 
lor the GRE in 1 9 9 9 ! 

Classes are starting soon. 
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Owls run away from Hawaii 38-19 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THKKSHKK KIMTOKIAI. STAFF 

All the talk was about the^tlniver-
sity of Hawaii. All the hype was fo-
cused on the Rainbow Warriors' 4-1 
record, their new head coach and 
their exotic run-and-shoot offense. 

The pre-game buildup heading 
into Saturday's Western Athletic 
Conference matchup between Rice 
and Hawaii centered around the host 
team. As a result, Rice's runaway 38-
19 victory — and the apparent ease 

f with which it came — surprised 
many people. 

The Owls, however, were any-
thing but surprised. In fact, they had 
expected it all along. 

"That's what we went there to 
do," Head Coach Ken Hatfield said. 
'To win the WAC championship 
you've got to beat everybody, and 
we know how difficult a test it was 
going to be because they had won 
four in a row." 

'We made a point to 
have five or six guys 
blocking five or six of 
their guys straight up the 
middle, and when we did 
that we moved the ball' 

— Neal Gray 
Senior offensive lineman 

The final score may have been 
lopsided, but the game was tied 10-
10 at halftime and remained close 
until the fourth quarter, when turn-
overs and a strong Rice defense al-
lowed the Owls to pull away. 

"We made some good changes at 
halftime and just kept driving," se-
nior offensive lineman Neal Gray 
said. "The turnovers caught up to 
them, and our defense was able to 
give us good field positioi). Before 
you khew it, we were up 38-13." 

Rice's offensive star of the day 
was senior quar te rback Chad 
Richardson, who rushed for a sea-
son-high 168 yards, ran for three 
touchdowns and threw for a fourth. 

LIZ RICE/THRESHER 

Junior of fensive t a c k l e Rod B e a v a n holds t h e l ine in p rac t ice Tuesday . R i c e ' * 

o f fensive l ine he lped t h e Owls rush for 3 5 4 yards In Sa tu rday 's wfn over Hawa i i . 

•The Rice rushing offense had its 
second strong game in a row, rack-
ing up 354 yards while posting its 
largest point total of the year. 

The key to Rice's offensive suc-
cess was Hawaii's defensive strat-
egy. The Rainbows lined up their 
safeties and cornerbacks on the out-
side in an attempt to take away Rice's 
sideline option pitch." 

As a result, the Owls focused their 
efforts on running the ball up the 
middle with fullback dives, halfback 
counters and quarterback keepers. 
The strategy obviously worked. 

"It makes it real tough for the 
quarterback to fake the hand-off to 
the fullback and still have time to 
pitch because he's got a guy in his 
face immediately," Gray said. "So 

we. made a point to have five or six 
guys blocking five of six of their 
guys straight up the middle, and 
when we did that we moved the ball." 

Defensively, the Owls gave up a 
whopping 400yards through the air. 
But a good chunk of those yards 
either came early in the game or 
once the game was already decided 
in the fourth quarter. In between, 
the Owls gave up only 10 points. 

"It seems like the past few weeks 
we always give something up early," 
sophomore linebacker Dan Dawson 
said. "The speed of the game was 
hard to get used to. 

"But we have a lot of players who 
don't point fingers at anyone, so once 
we settled in, we moved on and did a 
good job of staying in the ballgame." 

Rice expects challenge from Spartan offense 
F O O T B A L L , f r o m P a g e 18 

As opposed to a team like Rice, 
which relies mainly on running the 
ball, San Jose State has a strong 
balance betweeR its rushing offense 
and passing offense that can give 
opposing defenses nightmares. 

Individually, they are led by 
standouts at every skill position. 
Quarterback Chris Kasteler ranks 
second in the conference in total 
offense. Kasteler's favorite target, 

, wide receiver Steven Pulley, is sec-
ond in the league in receiving yards 
per game. 

Running back Deonce Whitaker, 
who missed most of last week's game 
with an ankle injury, is second in the 
conference in rushing with 126.8 
yards per game and first in scoring 
with 12.4 points per game. However, 
his status for tomorrow's game is 
uncertain because of an ankle injury. 

But Hatfield expects the Spar-

tans to be a challenge, with or with-
out Whitaker. 

"San Jose scored a bunch of 
points four weeks in a row," Hatfield 
said. "Last week they just came off 
a high from beating Stanford and 
didn't play as well as they're ca-
pable of playing. 

"But they've already had good 
success this year, so we know what 
they can do and we know they'll 
come back with a different attitude." 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
oct. 7-9 

Final Stats Rice Hawaii 
First Downs 22 16 
Rushing Yards (net) 354 24 
Passing Yards (net) 28 400 
Total Yards 382 424 
Return yards 92 76 
Punts - Avg. 6 37.7 5-42.Qf 
Time of Possession 38:41 21:19 

VOLLEYBALL 

TEXAS-EL PASO 3 RICE 0 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 38 HAWAII 19 

Rice 7 3 14 14 38 
Hawaii 10 0 ' 3 6 19 

Hawaii — Hann 35 field goal 
RU — Richardson 19 run (CrabtreeMtiL) 
Hawaii — Carter 13 pass from Robinwn (Hannum 
kick) 
RU — Crabtree 30 field goal 
RU — Richardson 60 run (Crabtree kick) 
Hawaii — Hannum 20 field goal 
RU — Tyler 7 pass from Richardson (Crabtree 
kick) 
RU — Richardson 10 run (Crabtree kick) 
RU — Gingrich 8 run (Crabtree kick) 
Hawaii — Weaver 1 run (conversion tailed) 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Richardson 28 168, Gingrich 8-55, Tyler 13-
49, Bradley 9-46, Leschber 5-22, Gary 1-12, Amis 1 
1, White 1-1 
Hawaii — Weaver 5-13. Thompson 7-10, Robinson 3-1 
Patting 
Rice — Richardson 3-5-0-28 
Hawaii — Robinson 25-53-2-400 
Receiving 
Rice — Webber 1-12, Gingrich 1-9, Tyler 1-7 
Hawaii — Carter 8-138, Harris 11-125, Leslie 4-87, 
Sims 1-46, Stutzmann 1-4 

Attendance — 36,253 

WAC STAWPINOS 

(first record It overall, tecond It conference) 

Rice 3 2 -0 .> 
F r e s n o S t . 4 - 2 1 - 0 

H a w a i i 4 - 2 2 - 1 

S a n J o s e S t . 3 - 3 1 - 1 

UTEP 3 - 3 1 - 1 

T C U 2 - 3 1 - 1 

T u l s a 1 - 4 0 - 2 

S M U 0 - 5 0 - 2 

U T E P 1 5 1 5 1 6 

R i c e 1 3 9 1 4 

Final S t a t s U T E P R ice 

Kills 63 57 
Errors 24 25 
Attempts ' 162 159 
Attack Percentage .241 201 
Assists 63 48 
Service Aces 7 0 
Digs m 66 64 
Blocks 9 9.0 9.0 

Attendance — 276 

HAWAII 3 RICE 0 

H a w a i i 1 5 1 5 1 6 

R i c e 8 1 7 

Final S t a t s o H a w a i i t R i c e 

Kills K 48 37 
Errors 13 24 
Attempts 110 * 119 
Attack Percentage .318 .109 
Assists 46 32 
Service Aces 7 2 
Digs 49 40 
Blocks 11.5 7.0 

Attendance — 502 

UT, Texas Tech no match 
for women's soccer team 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
THKKSHKK EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's club soccer team 
expected a pair of tough battles 
last weekend. The Owls were set 
to play the traditionally powerful 
University ofTexas Saturday, fol-
lowed by a Sunday match against 
Texas Tech University, another 
quality foe. 

The Owls rose to the occa-
sion, however, as they smashed 
UT 6-0 and then defeated Texas 
Tech 3-1. The wins preserve 
Rice's undefeated record and 
first-place league standing. 

"I was kind of shocked that we 
came out of this weekend un-
touched," senior midfielder Annie 
Mortland said. "We were all re-
ally worried about these games, 
but UT apparently isn't the team 
it used to be. But then again, 
neither are we. We're better." 

Junior forward Corrinn Davis 
and sophomore forward Lindsay 
Botsford contributed three goals 
apiece for the Owls over the week-
end. Freshman midfielder Natalie 
Nardecchia , senior forward 

Brooke Cotter and sophomore 
midfielder Angie Howe each 
added one. Botsford also assisted 
three of the goals. 

The Rice defense continued 
to shine over the weekend as well. 
In fact, Texas Tech's goal on Sun-
day was the first the stingy Owl 
defense has yielded so far this 
season. 

"The defense doesn't always 
get a lot of recognition," junior 
forward Krista Brookhart said. 
"Their job isn't to score goals, 
and that's what you usually hear 
about. 

"IJ/s pretty impressive if you 
think about the fact that out of all 
of the shots that Sarah has been 
faced with and the hundreds of 
attempts that the defenders have 
had to shut down this season, 
only one ball has made it into the 
net. They're maniacs," she said. 

Last weekend's results prove 
the Owls are at least as good as 
anyone in the state, Coach Mike 
Eggen said. 

"When this team is focused 
and ready to play, they can beat 
anyone," he said. 

Belize Russia Ireland n i i m l 
MHIM 

e t ° Sto 

B O S T O N 
UNIVI-;R.SITS' 

232 Bay State Road 
II<{Nton, MA 02215 

617/353-9888 
E-Mail • abroad@bu.edu 

Visit our web page! • http://vrww.bu.edu/abroad 
An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution. 

Niger Ecuador China 

WEB SITE 
CONTENT EDITORS! 

Internet savvy individuals needed for part-time employment $ith a 
rapidly growing Houston Internet start-up company. Content editors 
duties include scanning and searching the Internet for daily articles, 
features and stories and posting them to WorldByNET's targeted web 
sites. 

Candidates should have excellent bilingual skills and knowledge 
of* cultural values and interest. The next sites will include: 
SpainByNET.com, IrelandByNET.com, RomaniaByNET.com, 
VietnamByNET.com, HungaryByNET.com and IndiaByNET.com. 
Compensation and incentive packages based on experience vfrith 
opportunity for advancement. 

WorldByNET.com,is a family of onl ine communities targeting 
specific nationalities. The Company's mission is to attract Internet 
users to its country specific web sites by offering d§ep and dynamic 
daily content, as well as value driven e-commerce. 

E-mail resumes to 

office@WortdByNET.com 

mailto:abroad@bu.edu
http://vrww.bu.edu/abroad
mailto:office@WortdByNET.com
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Yours are welcome at Micron. 

The satisfaction of working at Micron Technology, Inc. goes beyond the expected. 
It comes from technological breakthroughs and the interaction wi th talented professionals. 

Every team member contribution affects the end result. 

INFORMATION SESSION 
Thursday, October 21,4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Minor Lounge 
Pizza and sodas will be provided 

Contact Career Services for additional information. 

Your areas of opportunity: 

INTERN ' COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
MATERIALS.SCIENCE ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 

Our areas of expertise: 

DRAM, SRAM & FLASH MEMORY GRAPHICS ACCELERATORS 
MEMORY UPGRADES 

Micron offers highly competitive compensation and excellent benefits, including 
medical/dental/vision coverage, profit sharing, stock purchase, and 401 (k). 

Promoting health through physical fitness, Micron has an 8,000 square foot fitness center 
located at our Boise site, as well as a healthcare facility available on-site. € 

8000 S. Federal Way, P.O. Box 6, MS707-ALY, Boise, Idaho 83707-0006 
Fax: 208-368-4641, Attn: ALY, E-mail: hrwebmaster@micron.com, Jobline: 800*932-4991 

Visit Micron on the Web at www.micron.com 

MICRON 
I TECHNOLOGY, INC. 

Building The Future Daily" 

EOE/AA 

mailto:hrwebmaster@micron.com
http://www.micron.com
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friday OCT 15 

Today is the deadline for STUDENT 
ORGANIZATION registrat ion. 

Saturday OCT 16 

Cheer on the FOOTBALL team 

when it faces .the Spartans of San Jose 

State University at 1 1 a.m. in the Rice 

Stadium. 

The MEN'S RUGBY team opens 

the regular season against the University 

of Texas at Austin at 2 p.m. on the field 

north of Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

Sunday OCT 17 

The WOMEN'S SOCCER team 

plays Lamar University at 3 p.m. on the 

fields outside of Autry Court . „ 

Distinguished author CARLOS 
FUENTES gives a lecture ent i t led 

"In the Telling: Confession, Fiction, 

Biography," at 5 p.m. in Stude Concert 

Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. Admission 

is free. 

monday OCT 18 

MID-TERM RECESS. 
No classes. 

tuesday OCT 19 

MID-TERM RECESS. 
No classes. 

Wednesday OCT 20 

The President of the Republic of 

Colombia, ANDRES PASTRANA 
ARANGO , wil l speak on "Colombia 

Challenges and Prospects for the Future 

in the Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial 

Center. There.will be a presentation at 

6 :30 p.m. and a reception in Baker Hall 

at 7:30 pm 

thursday OCT 21 

The VOLLEYBALL team looks to 

improve its record versus Sam Houston 

State University in Autry Court at 7:40 

p.m. 

friday OCT 22 

Can't sleep? Well, then come to 

INSOMNIA an all-night dance 

party in the Sid Richardson College 

Commons from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. 

Saturday OCT 23. 

The WOMEN'S SWIMMING 
team hosts the Blue and Gray Meet at 

11 a.m. in the Rice Pool. 

This week the FOOTBALL team 
C 

challenges Texas Christian University at 

2 p.m. in the Rice Stadium. 

Spend the night somewhere other than 

your couch - GETCHEROXOFF 
in the Lovett College Commons from 10 

p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Sunday OCT 24 

The HOUSTON CONCERT 
BAND performs its biggest show of 

the year wi th the Rice Symphonic Band. 

The concert begins at 3 p.m. in Stude 

Concert Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

Admission is free. 

thursday OCT 28. 

The Rice lecture series on ETHICS, 
POLITICS, AND SOCIETY 
continues wi th lecturer Russel Hardin 

speaking on "The Role of Knowledge in 

Democratic Part ic ipat ion" from 4 to 6 

p.m. in McMur t ry Auditorium in Duncan 

Hall. 

The VOLLEYBALL team plays 

against the Mustangs of Southern 

Methodist University. Game t ime is 7 : 4 0 

p.m. 

Sara M. Evans lectures about "A Century 

of Change: AMERICAN 
WOMEN IN THE 
20TH CENTURY'm 
Farnsworth Pavilion in the Rice Memorial 

Center at 8 p.m. 

friday 

rock band based in Durham NC, plays at 

" Sammy's in the Rice Memorial Center at 

8 p.m. Admission is $5 dollars for the 

general public or free wi th a Rice ID. 

GLBT@Rice, Pride, and KTRU 91.7 Rice 

Radio sponsor the show. 

Follow the yellow brick road to the 

Wizard of NOD. The NIGHT OF 
DECADENCE may have changed, 

but expect the same good t imes that you 

had in past years in the Wiess College 

Commons at 10 p.m. Costumes are stil l 

allowed. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Calendar 
Editor, The Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X t 0
 Calendar Editor, (713) 

285-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 
available at the Student Act iv i t ies Office or 
on the Thresher off ice door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday pr ior to publication. 

A I N & COMPANY 
Bain & Company, a leading international strategic management 

consulting firm, is searching for qualified and motivated students for the 
Associate Consultant position. 

As an Associate Consultant you will participate on case teams for 
Fortune 500 and other large international companies. You will perform 

financial analysis, design and execute quantitative analysis, and work 
with the client organization to promote change. 

Company Informative Presentation 
Tuesday October 26, 1999 

7:00pm 
Farnsworth Pavilion, Ley Student Center 

For more information, please contact one of the following 

Christian Grammer 
Jim Harris • 
Chuck Whitten 

(972) 868-7830 
(972) 868-7825 
(972) 869-7906 ~ 

ALL MAJORS WELCOME 
Atlanta • Beijing • Boston • Brussels • Chicago • Dallas • Geneva • Hong Kong • London "Los Angeles • Manila ' Madrid • Mexico City 

Milan • Munich • Paris • Rome • San Francisco • Sao Paulo • Seoul • Singapore • Stockholm • Sydney • Tokyo • Toronto 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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'Dirty old man' misclass 
For some reason, you people turned into the 
nastiest of horndogs and submitted this 
stuff. But we're printing it because it's 
funny. You should consider this a warning ... 

"What's 12 times 16?" 
"Hush, I'm working on 24 times 
8. Crap, it's the same problem." 
— Two tired Jones S / E ' s 

"Students on this campus aren't 
having enough sex." 
— Malcolm Gillis 
Hey, he really does know us! 

"I don't like girls who wear 
clothes." 
— Dr. Brito, ECON 438 

"Dude, college parties suck. 
— Anonymous social chair 

"He's so cute, he 's James Van 
Der Beek squared." 
— Sid senior 

"Are you afraid to go to infinitv?" 
- Dr. Gao, MATH 102 

"Beer golf is so much fun. We 
hit a vice president. It's the 
highest administrative official 
we've ever hit!" 
— Will Rice junior 

wt 

"I never got a chance to ask 
you: Did you feel anything on 
Saturday night?" 
— Lovett male to Lovett female 

"We were trying to get into the 
bathrooms at Jones, but couldn't 
because we didn't know the 
code. So, we just went around 
putting crap on everybody's 
whiteboards." 
— Sid sophomore 

"In the OB commercials, they 
advertise that they are made by 
a woman. The others are all 
made by men. You don't want to 
wear one that was made by a 
map." 
— Baker football player 

"I love being an authority figure. 
Take off all your clothes!" 
— Baker RA 

"Snickers bars really satisfy 
you. Then you take the wrapper 
off and eat them." 
— Female Hanszen sophomore 
This is gross and cheap humor. 
And we love it. 

"Semen donors? Does that 
mean you get to do it with the 
wife?" 
—- Lovett sophomore »• 

"If I were going to hook up with 
an inanimate object, it'd be a 
tree, like those soft t rees outside 
of the Student Center." 
— Baker junior 

"I just want to say that guys 
with leather jackets and 
toothpicks — they can care, 
too." 
— Dr. Grob, on different loving 

"Does anyone know a lot about 
penises?" 
"I have a lot of hands-on " 
experience." 
— Dr. Huffer and a male student 

"I'd like to put Dawson's boat in 
my boathouse." 
— Will Rice sophomore 

'Ass-kissing is mutual mastur-
bation." 
—Dr. Wood, HUMA 101 

"You don't need fr iends if you've 
got eqough computers." 
— Dr. Martin, SOCI 203 

"Who was that guy who was 
going to go down the Nile but 
got distracted and went to 
Jordan to that leper colony?" 
"Jesus?" 
— Two Wiess sophomores 

"Let's, totally make up misclass." 
'Yeah, we can fill up this space." 
— Anonymous Backpage editors 

"Oops. Did I accidentally whip 
out my gigantic penis?" 
— Baker senior 

"Dude, Brown College sucks 
the big one!" 
— Brown College 

Thi ;i . - . M y IJ i a l l t i ' j i< Ti; t >i 

WILLY'S TUB 

If s hot. If s now. 
A Backpage exclusive brought to you 
by a former F&H insider. Let's just 
call him Deep Throat. If s two-ply! 
The following comes directly from the Food and Housing TP files — an expose of your wiping habits. (Physics majors 
are excluded from the Rice sample because they are known to use their shirttails.) 

Over the years, Food and Housing has been secretly studying the toilet habits of the undergraduate population. As 
a part of the study, actual toilet paper samples have been collected, cataloged, DNA-typed and made part of a 
student 's official super-secret transcript. (This stuff is going on your permanent record.) 

While the campus was led to believe that sewers were exploding everywhere, Food and Housing was actually 
collecting the&ccrued samples from the patented TPSRS — Toilet Paper Sample Recovery System. Pretty tricky, 
huh? 

Through well-placed bribes, inducements, etc., the Backpage has stealthfully discovered the T P files. Much to our 
distress, we found that the university has been pigeonholing (note the dangers of using administration and the 
concept of holing in same sentence) the student body i^to three classifications based on T P wiping practices. 

These three types are catalogued as follows: 

The Jackson Pollack type: 

The Pollack type shows great creativity and promise. The precisely 
arranged canvas shows great organizational skills and attention to detail 
— an instantly hot campus recruiting prospect who will be a highly 
compensated consultant. Has great ability to shift focus from details to 
global view. Note the ability to poop outside the box. Jackson Pollacks are 
best suited as philosophy majors with an art history slant. And /o r the non-
anal archi types. 

The Viking type: 

The preferred wiping method for all students, everywhere. Resourceful 
are the Vikings. The Viking method eschews all tools, devices and 
mechanisms that would interfere with the wipe. Note the low material 
cost. Word of caution — never shake the hand of a comp major. 

Counterclockwise 

from top: Pollack, 

Fun with Doo-dee, 

1996; Viking, Poo 

on My Hands, 

1456; Miggins, 

Fecal Splatter, 

1993. 

<2 

The Miggins type: 

Named after a famous member of The Miggins Nine, a well-reputed 
collector of campus artifacts, treasures, brisket and folklore, the Miggins 
type prefers to reuse and conserve the wiping tool. Two-ply means "twice 
the use." The Environmental Club kids who ride Yellow Bikes are known 
to employ the Miggins method, also known as the "rhythm method" or the 
"withdrawal method." 

Please visit the Backpage art gallery (second floor. Ley Student 

Center) to view the original prints, on display now until Nov. 14. 

The classifieds are little this week 

;'?s 

and general homework. Mondays or 
Wednesdays, 3:30-5:30. Transportation 
required. West University. (713) 665-
5026. $12.50/hour. 

PART-TIME administrative assistant 
needed at small office; variety of busi-
nesses, including real estate invest-
ments, development and brokerage; 
duties include phones and light secre-
tarial/bookkeeping work; looking for 
professional, polished individual with 
strong "people skills;" great environ-
ment for learning about different areas 
of business such as marketing, financ-
ing, brokerage; performance rewarded 
with increased responsibilities. Send 
resume via fax to (713) 850-7536 or e-
mail Amanda at jdhafh@phoenix.net. 

WANTED: HELP during weekdays, 
cleaning studios, stretching canvases, 
short errands, general organizing — 
within easy walking distance from cam-
pus. Hours flexible. Evenings. Contact 
Michelle at (713) 523-2840. 

NANNY NEEDED to provide after-
school child-care Monday-Friday. Must 
have ca^ and baby-sitting references. 
Jobs available in your area. $8-$15 per 
hour. Call (281) 578-5337. 

J4ANAGE A BUSINESS on your cam-
Flexible hours twice weekly for a f e w ^ pus. Versity.com, an Internet note-tak-

HELP WANTED 

BABYSITTER WANTED. Medical 
student/parent seeks reliable student 
to care for two energetic children on 
Saturdays. Own transportation a plus. 
Pay negotiable. Opportunity for addi-
tional hours periodically. Contact Lisa 
at (713) 790-1662. 

$25+ PER HOUR! Direct sales rep 
needed NOW! Market credit card 
applications. $5 per app, we help you 
get started! (800) 651-2832. 

GRADUATE STUDENT needed to 
babysit my children in my home from 
Friday, Oct. 22, 1999 through Sun-
day, Oct. 24, 1999. Must be a non-
smoker and have good references. 
Please call Lisa at (713) 666-1126. 

PART-TIME LEGAL secy. Heights 
law office, 20+ a.m. hrs.,.M-F. Answer 
phones, typing (dictaphone exp.), fil-
ing. Fax resume to (713) 426-1905. 

DOES $300 for a-20 hr. wk. sound 
impossible? Not if you're friendly; out-
going, and orie of the first 10 we hire. 
S.W. Houston. (281) 543-1559. 

BABYSITTER WANTED for fun-lov-
ing 9 y.o. boy. West University area. 

daytime hours (we are homeschool-
ing) and one evening a week. Call 
Judy at (713) 664-0023 or e-mail 
jlevison99@aol.com. ' 

ASSIST SEVENTH-grade boy with 
H1SD science and history fair projects 

ing company, is looking for entrepre-
neurial student to run our business on 
your campus. Manage students, make 
tons of money, excellent opportunity! 
Apply online at www.versity.com, or 
contact Jobs@versity.com or call (734) 
483-1600, ext. 888. 

EXTRA INCOME for '99. Earn $500-
$1000 weekly stuffing envelopes. For 
details — Rush $1.00 with SASE to: 
Group Five, 6547 N. Academy Blvd., 
PMB-N, Colorado Springs, CO 80918. 

TUTORS WANTED—WinnTutoring 
is hiring tutors for all high school sub-
jects. Earn $15-$17/hr.Transportation 
is necessary. Please contact David at 
(toll free) (888) 903-3230 or e-mail 
DavidLivy@aol.com. 

PT/FT sales at Katy Mills. $6.50/hour 
plus comm. Call 1-888-326-5181. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SEMEN DONORS needed (between 
18-44 yrs.) to assist infertile couples. 
Excellent compensat ion. Contact 
Fairfax Cryobank at (713) 799-9937 or 
e-mail: houstoncryo@aol.eom. 

• i t_ 

NOTES & NOTICES 

THE DEPARTMENT of Space Sci-
ences is sponsoring a competition in 
collaboration with the Architecture 
Society of Rice fo design a space ob-
servatory to be located on campus. An 
informational meeting is taking place 
today at noon in the gallery of Ander-
son Hall. A jury will determine the 
winner, who will be awarded prize 
money for his /her efforts. The compe-
tition is open to all interested students, 
who are encouraged to attend this in-
formational meeting. 

* Coming soon * Backpage makeovers! 
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