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Presidents offer NOD changes 
Heightened security; decoration restrictions suggested 

by J. Cameron Coo^pr 
T H K E S H K K S T A F F 

The latest committee charged with ad-
dressing the recent issues surrounding 
Wiess College's Night of Decadence party 
sent its report and recommendations to 
Vice President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho Tuesday. In their report, the com-
mittee suggested additional security and 
education measures before and during 
NQD, as well as overall alcohol policy re-
forms. They also requested Wiess not put 
party decorations of a sexual nature on 
public display. 

The committee, made up of the eight 
college presidents and Student Associa-
tion President and committee Chair Anne 
Countiss, spent 10 meetings investigating 
the questions of sexual harassment and 
dangerous binge drinking raised in a letter 
sent by Will Rice College Masters Dale and 
Elise Sawyer to then-Wiess President Ethan 
Schultz. After the letter was brought to his 
attention, Camacho formed an ad hoc advi-
sory committee, which recommended that 

the college masters and presidents handle 
the issue. 

A revision of the alcohol policy written 
by the Alcohol Beverage Policy Advisory 
Committee was also attached to the NOD 
report, as part of the committee's charge to 
address general drinking problems at Rice 
that contribute to the problems at NOD. 

While Camacho has the authority to 
approve the revised alcohol policy, the rec-
ommendations pertaining to NOD have to 
make it through several more steps before 
any sort of implementation. "NOD is a bit 
more complex," Camacho said. "There are 
a variety of discussions that need to take 
place." 

Among the parties that will discuss the 
committee's recommendations for NOD are 
President Malcolm Gillis, the Committee of 
College Masters (in a meeting to be held 
Wednesday) and the Board of Trustees. 

How the administration will implement 
changes totNOD is unclear. Many of the 
recommendat ions involve considerable 
work or expenditure by Wiess or the other 

See NOD, Page 7 

Alcohol policy revised 
POLICY CHANGES 
The A lcoho l Beverage Pol icy Advisory 
C o m m i t t e e , cha i red by Sicj R ichardson 
Col lege Mas te r John Bennet t , has revised 
t h e u n i v e r s i t y ' s a l coho l po l i cy . The 
c h a n g e s w e r e s u b m i t t e d t o V i c e 
President for S tudent Af fa i rs Zena ido 
Camacho Tuesday, t oge the r w i t h t he 
recommended changes t o the Night of 
Decadence party as a genera l measure 
aga ins t d a n g e r o u s c a m p u s d r i n k i n g 
hab i t s . C a m a c h o approved A B P A C ' s 
revis ion, w h i c h inc luded the fo l low ing : 

• S tuden ts w h o hold pr ivate par t ies 
are now required to reg is te r all kegs 
w i t h t he ch ie f j u s t i c e of the i r co l lege ; 

• Student monitors have been eliminated; 
• As d i rected by the Higher Educat ion 

Act Amendments of 1998 , s tudents 
who have been convic ted of possession 
or sale of a contro l led substance are 
ineligible for federal grants, loans or 
work assistance; and 

• The a l c o h o l po l i cy w i l l now be 
rev iewed annual ly by ABPAC. 

by J. Cameron Cooper 
T H K F S H F K STAFF 

The Rice University Alcohol Policy, which 
has existed in substantially the same form 
since 1986, was officially altered this week. 

Changes to the alcohol policy fajl under the 
jurisdiction of Vice President for Student Af-
fair's Zenaido Camacho, who accepted the re-
vised document, making it university policy. 

The Alcoholic Beverage Policy Advisory 
Committee developed the changes in coop-
eration with the college presidents' commit-
tee on Wiess College's Night of Decadence 
party. 

The revisions were also approved by the 
college presidents and chief justices. 

While recommending changes to the alco-
hol policy is the domain of ABPAC, "it seemed 
duplicative for [ABPAC] to work on the same 
thing as the presidents' committee, so we 
suspended operation until [their] committee 
reported," Sid Richardson College Master and 
ABPAC Chair John Bennett said. 

Many of the changes to the policy, such as 
the requirement that private parties with kegs 
register with the chief justice, keep the re-
sponsibility for dealing with alcohol problems 

See ABPAC. Page (> 

Men's swim team officially 
cut from athletics program 

by Jason Gershman 
THRI iSHKR STAFF 

The decision to cut the men's 
swim team was announced Friday, 
making the seven school records 
they broke in the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships more 
p e r m a n e n t than previous ly ex-
pected. 

Athletics Director Bobby May 
said the decision had more to do 
with the depar tment ' s long-term 
goals than with Title IX gender-eq-
uity compliance. 

"It's not that there 's a beginning 
and an end to something like this" 
May said. "There's a need to be aware 
of what our long-term objectives are 
in dealing with the gender equity 
issues. We are looking at adding 
women's sports and building up our 
women's swim program." 

The elimination of men's swim-
ming will allow the women's more 
money^and more time to train in the 
pool, and it will leave room for an 
expanded roster, May said. 

Mgy also said Rice is looking at 
adding divers, which would provide 
the team with a chance to compete 
evenly with other universities. 

Present ly , Rice automatically 
loses points at every meet because 
of its lack of divers. Since the Rice 
Pool is too shallow, divers would 
have to train somewhere else, May 
said. 

"I think Doug would like to be 
able to add divers," May said. "Ide-
ally, that would be great." 

Head Coach Doug Boyd had 
mixed emotions about the decision. 
"This is not something that anyone 
is happy about," he said. "I hate to 
see people not have a chance for the 
opportunities that intercollegiate 
athletics has to offer. 

"I do not subscribe to the medi-
ocrity principle," Boyd said. "Noth-
ing about me settles for anything 
less. This is why I came to Rice, to 
work with the best, the brightest, 
the most dedicated. Let's hope that 
in the long road this decision helps 
the women's program reach previ-
ously unattained heights. Only time 
will tell." 

In an attempt to save the men's 
swimming program, a group of Will 
Rice College students started a peti-
tion that was signed by more than 
830 Rice students. 

• "I signed the petition because 
men ' s swimming is an exis t ing 
sport," Hanszen College freshman 
Drake Warren said. "It seems silly to 
be taking away, rather than adding, 
athletic programs in order to con-
form." 

'The petition got the attention of 
other people in the Rice community 
and let them know what's going on," 
sophomore swimmer Patrick Quayle 
said. "Most people were outraged 

See SWIM, Page 6 

You really got a hold on me 
A 81 COHEN/THRESHER 

Registered masseuse Addie Edwards soothes away chemistry graduate student Erik Lotfl 's tension Tuesday In 
Keliey Lounge. Atlas Massage Therapy offered massages — free for university staff — as part of Rice Fest, a 
benefits fair for Rice employees hosted by the Staff Advisory Committee and the Department of Human Resources. 

Rice to install in-house phone system in 2000 
by Leslie Liu 

THRKSHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

INSIDE 

Grading the faculty 
Professors spend all semes-

ter grading their students. Can 
their students grade them back? 

We look at Scantrons, fo-
rums, senior evaluations, mid-
t e rm eva lua t ions , t e a c h i n g 
awards and more. 

Does any of this work? Do it 
count for anything? 

Will it fix teaching? Do the 
professors care? 

The shocking answer: quite 
possibly. There are many ways 
to gripe, and you might even 
make a difference. 

See Story, Page 6 

A&E Page 1 1 
Another CD sampler 

LIFESTYLES Page 13 
All about depression 

SPORTS Page 15 
Ustundag back in the game 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Isolated storms, 71-86 degrees 
Saturday 
Isolated storms, 71-86 degrees 

Scoreboard 

Baseball 
Rice 12, Lamar 4 

Despite previous reports, South-
western Bell confirmed last week 
that residential college phone num-
bers will not change next year. 

For fall 2000, however, Rice will 
install an internal phone system to 
service the entire campus, RiceTele-
communications Manager Reggie 
Clarkson said. ~ ^ 

When local phone service deregu-
lated in 1996, Southwestern Bell said 
it could no longer guarantee the cur-
rent 630-8 phone prefix for the resi-
dential college phone lines. 

An arrangement has been made 
for the upcoming year, but Rice will 
use the in-house system to maintain 
phone number consistency from 
year to year in the dorms. 

While still in contracting stages, 
Clarkson, the program manager, 
said the new phone numbers for 

Rice are already known. While the 
area code will remain 713, the prefix 
for all campus locations will be 348, 
aTid the last four numbers will range 
from 1000 to 9999. 

The numbers 1000 to 1999 will be 
reserved for residential college sites, 
where rooms will be assigned a per-
manent phone number. 

With this system, students will 
pay the university for phone ser-
vices at a comparable rate to local 
residential phone companies. 

Other added bonuses in the ba-
sic phone service package will in-
clude caller identification, call wait-
ing and voice mail. 

This will also eliminate 10-digit 
dialing for campus-to-campus calls 
from college rooms, which began in 
the Houston area in January. 

Clarkson said that with so many 
new facilities being built on campus, 
there need to be accommodations 
for phone lines that were not antici-

pated in the past. "We don't have 
particulars on what the future looks 
like, so we want to make sure we have 
room for expansion," Clarkson said. 

Clarkson said there may be an 
option of having long distance ser-
vice provided through the univer-
sity, but the plans are still in negotia-
tion stages, and possibilities are be-
ing investigated. 

The new campus-wide phone 
sys t em will have the advanced 
technology that the present 17-year-
old internal system used in nonresi-
dential buildings lacks, Clarkson 
said. 

Wiess College junior Ryan Kangas 
said an internal phone system seems 
to be the easiest solution. 

"The friends I have at other col-
leges have a centralized phone sys 
tem.and it's much more convenient," 
Kangas said. "Also, you don't ha \e 
to pay a connection fee at the begin-
ning of every yea r" 
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Our last chance? 
With the new changes to the alcohol policy, the university has given us 

another — and perhaps final — chance to keep our campus wet. And if we 
use common s e n s e , ^ e can continue to enjoy this privilege. 

By respecting the alcohol policy, we will prove that it need not be made 
stricter. 

Our alcohol policy is a privilege. The administration wants to think that 
we're mature adults, that we can handle the responsibility that comes along 
with the freedom to drink. If we show them that we are responsible, we can 
keep our alcohol policy. With"the alcohol policy, Rice places a great deal of 
trust in its students. We, "as educated men and women," the policy itself 
reads, are expected to take personal responsibility in the way we behave, 
drinking included. 

Going dry may seem a drastic measure, almost impossible to implement 
because we're used to being able to drink on campus. It may be unlikely. But 
it's also possible. Now is the time for Rice to reconsider the way it deals with 
student drinking on campus. The university wants to do all it can to keep 
students safe — and Rice also needs to protect itself from being sued. 
Prohibiting alcohol on campus and enforcing such a prohibition would be 
one way for the university to protect itself. 

Many Rice students like to drink. But if we just remember some of the 
guidelines we were taught during Orientation Week, we can prove to the 
administration that the alcohol policy is well-grounded and does not need 
major revisions. 
* Don't drink and drive. Not only can driving drunk get you killed, but one 

of the alcohol policy's main goals is to reduce drunk driving by keeping 
alcohol consumption on campus. 

si I^et's keep our private parties private. It you have a party in your room, 
don't let anyone leave your room with a drink. 

as One of the easiest things we can do is to be more discreet. Keeping 
alcohol behind closed doors results "in fewer minor in possession 
charges, which results in not losing the alcohol policy. 
The alcohol policy is only one part of a generally relaxed atmosphere at 

Rice regarding privacy, conduct and responsibility. We don't want this 
atmosphere to change, and we really don't want to lose the alcohol policy. 
So rather than drink ourselves dry, why not be more careful? 

Enforcing the rules 
Alcohol is a part of student life at Rice. Because of the alcohol policy, 

students need not fear disciplinary sanctions for getting drunk in their 
rooms, or for calling for emergency intervention in cases of alcohol poison-
ing. 

But not being afraid of reprisal seems to have caused many Rice students 
to be lax in their discretion and to even ignore the policy altogether. 

Rice should have lower tolerance for blatant violations of the alcohol 
policy. Perhaps an awareness that students are actually responsible for 
their actions concerning alcohol will lead to less violations of the policy. 

For one thing, there is categorically no excuse for driving while intoxi-
cated. If a Campus Police officer finds a student driving drunk on campus, 
there is no question that serious disciplinary action should ensue. As far as 
lesser alcohol violations such as drinking in public spaces go, a subject 
should have to look forward to more than a simple slap on the wrist. 

A simple increase in the enforcing of the rules would raise student 
awareness of the policy, help students keep the current policy and create a 
safer campus in general. v 

Evaluating courses 
The familiar old student evaluation form has been a bit different of late. 

The rating labels have been changed to include an expanded range of 
positive responses. There are new questions about the course workload, 
our expected grades and why we're taking the class, arid some of the other 
questions have been modified. 

These changes are important updates to an old institution. The evalua-
tions alone won't professors care about teaching. Their effect on salary and 
tenure is only as large as department chairs and tenure committees make 
it. And numbers can say only so much. But evaluations are always impor-
tant, arid they do make a difference, both in tenure and in giving professors 
the feedback they need to become better teachers. 

Still, evaluations could be improved: 
• Professors could allow time to fill out evaluations at the beginning of 

class, not at the encfc That way, students wouldn't be in a hurry to leave 
or go to lunch while trying to fill out forms, and prolific evaluators could 
keep writing during the rest of class. 

• There is a strange rhythm to the questions on the form that lulls one into 
a positive mood, with questions that tend to get good response (Was 
your professor on time for classes?) followed by ones that should get get 
a more critical response. Putting the most important questions first 
could help. 

• Another negative response ("Poor" in addition to "Fair" and "Very 
Poor") would do better justice to mediocre classes. When a class is not 
bad, but not terrible, neither "Very Poor" nor "Fair" seern correct. 
Above all, we urge students and professors alike to take evaluations 

seriously. They are one part of a very important discussion that is absolutely 
critical to Rice's mission. C 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Debaters weigh in on 
members' suspension 
To the editor: 

As first-year members of the 
George R. Brown Forensics Soci-
ety, we feel compelled to respond to 
your article concerning the team 
("Debate team drops to 17th at na-
tionals," April 16). 

As everyone who read your piece 
is well aware by now, there has been 
hostility from certain players toward 
the coaches of the forensics team. 
Thps$ who have expressed and 
taken actions toward Dan West's 
termination are a small minority of 
the team. Most members have not 
been directly involved, but are aware 
of the desires of the individuals who 
are seeking the termination of the 
coaches, who, as you alluded to in 
your article, are composed of a few 
more students on the team, in addi-
tion to Amir Brown and Jay Welch. 

While certain members of this 
small group are on the record say-
ing that they have no intention of 
getting coaches fired, members of 
the team have been told by those 
same particular students that this 
was, in fact, their goal. In addition to 
all of the friction that has been caused 
between the previously mentioned 
individuals and the coaches of the 
team, there has also been friction 
created by those same individuals 
towards many members of the team. 
Several statements, both written and 
verbal, had been made about other 
students on the team by the small 
group of individuals in question. 
Comments have been made about 
the inferiority of other members-of 
the team compared to the opinion-
ated seniority of that same small 
group of people. 

If anything, we feel that this is 
the most significant issue that con-
cerns members of the team. The 
problems between the select group 
of individuals and the coaches is 
none of our business. What does 
concern us is when those same 
people show the same feelings of 
bitterness toward the people who 
are supposed to be their peers. The 
majority of the members of the team 
have been silent about this issue for 
some time in hopes that the current 
situation of turmoil would resolve 
itself and all of these problems would 
somehow go away. Unfortunately, it 
is clear that this has not been the 
case. However, at various points dur-
ing the year, whenever it seemed 
like the situation had calmed down, 
something would always resurface 
and bring tension back to the foren-
sics society. 

We regret that the some of the 
consequences for all Of this have 
been that several members of the 
team have already quit or expressed 
their intent to quit at the conclusion 
of this year. 

As members of the team, we real-
ize that mistakes were made by both 
parties of this current situation. As 
Mary Morissette alluded to in your 
article, we are human; we are not 
perfect and should not be expected 
to be. However, despite their imper-
fections, the coaches of the team 
have tried to work everybody 
through this. They have encouraged 
us to speak to them about our con-
cerns and have been there for us in 
times when we have needed their 
guidance. Many people feel this way 
and have expressed such opinions 
in letters to Cathi Clack regarding 
the controversy the team is facing. 
We wish that we could say the same 
about the particular teammates in 
question, but we would not be truth-
ful in indicating such. 

We thank you for your immense 
efforts to document the affairs of the 
George R. Brown Forensics Soci-
ety. We hope that this letter will 
shed more light on the subject and 
provide another aspect to the cur-
rent situation that has not yet been 
covered. 

Chas Cahn 
Brown freshman 

Jitu Sardar 
Lovett freshman 

Brook Ames 
Hanszen freshman 

Members of the George R. Brown 
Forensics Society 

Coach supports West 
To the editor: 

I read with great interest your 
article pertaining to Rice's forensics 
program ("Debate team drops to 
17th at nationals," April 16). As a 
forensics coach and a person who is 
fairly familiar with Rice's forensics 
history, I would love to offer some 
reflections. 

I used to be the forensics coach 
at McNeese State University in Lake 
Charles, La., taking over that pro-
gram the same year that Dan West 
came to Rice University. The differ-
ence between the two of us is that 
Rice students actively recruited West 
to come and provide direction to a 
program that was historically stu-
dent-run. In a very short time I 
watched Rice's program transform 
itself into a respected squad .known 
for its professionalism, its competi-
tive success and its effective leader-
ship. 

It is interesting for me to read 
'claims that West is an ineffective 
coach and administrator. Unless my 
memory escapes me, prior to West's 
arrival, Rice had not earned a na-
tional championship. Since 1993 they 
have won several. Despite his al 
leged ineffectiveness, West has 
served on regional and national com-
mittees, co-directed a national fo-
rensics developmental conference 
and worked on countless tourna-

ment administration staffs. West 
seems to have overcome his poor 
skills as a leader and coach by re-
cruiting the largest teams in Rice's 
history and earning both a top-10 
team finish and three championships 
at the school's first ever Pi Kappa 
Delta national tournament. 

I applaud what West has been 
able to accomplish in a relatively 
short time at Rice. I mirror many of 
West's approaches in my own coach-
ing. As Morissette indicated in your 
article, West is not perfect. Direct-
ing a forensics program as large and 
diverse as Rice's is perhaps the most 
demanding challenge in academia. 
West continues to guide Rice's pro-
gram in a positive direction that has 
earned your school the respect of 
collegiate forensics circles, before 
(and I am sure after) its present 
membership. If this were not the 
case, I would not have asked West to 
assist with the administration of this 
year's Pi Kappa Delta national tour-
nament. 

What some need to learn is that a 
team must always be larger than its 

See WEST, Page 5 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
m Let te rs to the ed i tor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Le t te rs should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
u Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in . to 
the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first class 
mail „ £ 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 

' information. 
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The spread of the commercial jingle 
OK, it 's very late, and I'm sitting 
here tonight watching Demolition 
Man on cable. It takes place in the 
semi-near future and has 
Sandra Bullock (see my 
April 9 column). 

One of the jokes of the 
movie is that everyone's 
favorite music is old com-
mercial jingles. Forget 
Bob Dylan, S m a s h i n g 
Pumpkins or Miles Davis 
and think the Oscar Mayer 
Wiener songs . What 
strikes me as very funny is 
not the joke ^tself, but the 
fact that this could be an oddly pro-
phetic look into what the future may 
actually hold for us musically. 

We are already heading there. 
Anybody who hasn't lived in a cave 
(e.g. Ryon Lab) has seen one qr 
more of those blandly hip Gap ads 
featuring different musical stars or 
musical genres to promote the Gap's 
khaki line. These ads are as much 
Gap Aerosmith or Gap Louis Prima 
as they are about khakis. Steven 
Tyler knows perfectly well that he 
isn't selling jeans or khakis as much 
as he's selling himself, and Gap is 
happy to ride along for a small fee. 

The truth is, this is just standard 
pop band selling out taken one step 
farther. Burger King, Hertz and oth-
ers use p®p songs to sell products. (I 
got a little weepy as Steve Miller 
played over the U.S Postal Service 
commercial.) Fatboy Slim owns 

movie trailers more than he does 
club floors. But the musicians in 
Gap ads are unique in that they are 

doing more than just sell-
ing out, they're selling 
themselves through the 
products they promote. 

Things get really in-
teresting when you throw 
MP3s and the Internet 
into the mix. What hap-
pens when music is free 
and the idea of royalties 
and million sellers disap-
pears? How do you keep 
music as a moneymaker? 

Bands and their backers might for-
get the idea of selling copies alto-
gether and turn to live concerts as 
the real cash cow. Bands like U2 
and the Rolling Stones already seem 
to know that the real market is in 
$150-a-seat eye-candy blowouts. 
MP3s are then just a way to pro-
mote the concerts and the band. 

But smaller bands aren't big 
enough to sell themselves like the 
huge bands and can't sell records to 
keep themselves financially afloat. 
Who is going to buy records when 
there are enough bands that will 
give away music? These small bands 
will have to turn to the jingle indus-
try to make money, with Gap com-
missioning songs that get distrib-
uted to millions for free, while the 
band gets ear time. This may seem 
odd, but how many of you bought or 
regularly listen to "Jump Jive an' Zach Bonig is a Lovett College senior. 

Wail" because of the Gap commer-
cial? I just downloaded the ambient/ 
techno song from Volkswagen's Web 
site because I liked the commercial 
with the windshield wipers. 

It really may not be that long be-
fore the jingle is really the only form 
of music there is, save a few garage 
bands trying to break into the jingle-
writing business. Dave Matthews 
Band becomes Sony DMB. The 
whole trend isn't even limited to 
music. Product placement is already 
a major part of movie production (it 
really should have been called Reebok 
ID4 or Taco Bell Godzilla) and, this 
will probably seem like sacrilege, 
but what is Star Wars Episode I: The 
Phantom Menace but a commercial 
event in itself? The movie aside, 
Lucas and his backers stand to make 
billions upon billions for its market-
ing tie-ins. "ER" sold Tae Bo and 
"Seinfeld" sold Snapple. "Friends" 
writers' great faux pas was not in 
turning Ross into a utter nut, but 
putting the cast in Central Perk in-
stead of Starbucks. 

Personally, I can't wait until 
Mulder and Scully finally unravel 
the great conspiracy mystery, that 
the alien race created Coca-Cola as a 
way to take over the world. The com-
mercials (I wonder if there will still 
be the commercials) will have 
Mulder and Scully protecting them-
selves by downing Pepsi. 

These are play-pretend sticks and stones, Alia 

Don't be bound by political party affiliation 
I'm about to graduate, and I stilll 
f lounder when trying to gues s 
whether someone's a Republican or 
Democrat. It might be from lack of 
practice at belonging to a 
party .myself. 

People from the out-
side world all seem to be-
long to one of the two 
groups, and they say they 
have ways of judging party 
affiliations. I've never met 
anyone whose method is 
cons is ten t ly co r rec t , 
though. I'm the anomaly 
that throws a wrench in 
their figuring: Their meth-
ods, applied to me, are al-
ways wrong. They assume I belong 
to a party in the first place, then they 
always guess I've chosen the party 
that opposes theirs. 

And even though I have ample 
self-confidence, high self-esteem and 
a positive self-image, I hate being 
mislabeled. It stems from a normal 
human desire to be understood. 

To understand me, you should 
know I did grow up Republican. I 
was middle-class in SoutheastTexas 
and inherited the party. I was never 
very religious, as most Republicans 
in Texas seem to be, although I tried 
church once in a while. I maintained 
that abortion should remain legal — 
or even better, be unlegislated, a 
matter for individuals to decide — 
which didn't go over very well at St. 
Elizabeth Hospital, where I volun-
teered for five years. 

I still don't have a conclusive opin-
ion on gun control. In my backyard, 
I shot at empty beer and Coke cans 
with an air rifle that could fire either 
BBs or pellets, but I would never hit 
squirrels or stray cats, even ones 
that decorated our house and cars 
with scent. But shooting was some-
thing I could live without. Those 
afternoons resulted in dreadful mos-
quito bites, anyway. 

Even had I cared to, I couldn't 
have been a "substantial Republican, 
since I didn't vote. I couldn't vote, 
then. 

I did help with Steve Stockman's 
ninth congressional district victory 
from Beaumont. I voted for two rea-
sons: First, my mom's friend was 
coordinating the volunteer effort, 
and helping out was neighborly. 
Second, everyone I met was tired of 
Jack Brooks, the man who managed 

Angelique 
Siy 

to insert a $10 million grant for 
Lamar University's athletic program 
into the Crime Bill. We didn't un-
derstand what Lamar's football pro-

gram had to do with bat-
tling crime, but we knew 
the grant pissed off people 
from other congressional 
districts who weren't rep-
resented by such consum-
mate dealmakers. And in 
that sense, no one could 
say whether it was better 
to be a Southeast Texan 
or an American. 
v _ When Brooks was de-
feated, he showed him-
self to be more of a sore 

loser than anything else. Then, 
people were quick to detach them-
selves, I guess. And that's all I re-
member. 

As a St. Elizabeth Hospital stu-
dent volunteer, I was sometimes a 
Republican, because I was Chinese, 
and tfie model minority must be 
rich, and rich people are Republi-
cans for tax reasons. Other times, I 
was a Democrat, because Chinamen 
(I was a China doll, actually) were 
minorities, and minorities voted 
Democrat for affirmative action and 
quotas and fewer immigration lim-
its. I also had to be a Democrat, 
because so many of the arguments 
I fought were with lifelong Republi-
cans who thought that if I disagreed 
with them or showed sympathy for 
the other side, I was automatically a 
liberal, which I am not. At least, I 
don't think I am, despite the liberals 
who would like to adopt me and the 
conservatives who would like to 
have me banished. 

Actually, the very reason I 
haven't decided to join a political 
party is the same as the reason I 
can't tell to what pai;ty, if any, others 
belong. Too many things are sub-
jective, indefinite. Conservative and 
liberal tendencies I can guess on 
specific issues with people I know, 
but those are labels, and being ac-
curate with labels on non-absolutes 
is tough stuff. 

"Jerry JeffWalker" bumper stick-
ers are usually a clue, but the driver 
might not be the who acquired 
the decal for the navy or white Sub-
urban. 

I'll stop that line of thought be-
fore it gets philosophical, because I 
have to start conserving myself for 

finals activities. (In Rice student 
years, I'm getting old. Now, it's all 
about setting priorities and strug-
gling not to ignore them. To main-
tain focus, I've found adopting the 
senior class' conventional wisdom, 
D is for diploma, F is for fifth year, to 
be particularly helpful.) 

To close, I will say this: People 
assume anything you defend must 
be something you agree with. They 
see debates and arguments as battles, 
in which becoming,a devil's advo-
cate makes you a traitor to your own 
integrity. 

But it's possible to make open-
minded ness part of a personal integ-
rity that enjoys exploring alterna-
tives and sympathizing with the alien-
ated. Sometimes the alienated are 
the disenfranchised; sometimes it's 
the Man. Republicans and Demo-
crats ought to remember that. 

Angelique Siy is ad production man-
ager and a Sid Richardson College 
senior. She can be reached at 
alia@rice.edu 
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Gossip still sucks — at 
least, that's what I heard 
A highly meaningful moment 
in two people's lives, heard sec-
ondhand over the course of a 
month: 

"X and Y have been 
going out forever, but 
they're not engaged 
yet. We think their re-
lationship must be in 
trouble." 

"Z says X and Y are 
engaged, but Y s room-
mate hasn't told us that 
they are, and he would 
be sure to know, so 
they can' t be en-
gaged." 

"Soipebody else said that X 
and Y are engaged." 

"Engagement has to be a pub-
lic thing. X and Y should have 
told everyone right away that they 
were engaged." 

"We're all looking forward to 
X and Y ŝ wedding." 

Christof 
Spieler 

of stories, a mix of traditions, 
myths and news of who threw up 
on whose floor last night. 

To say that Rice is made up of 
eight such communities 
is, of course, a simplifi-
cation. It is fairly clear 
to me from watching the 
housekeeping staff go 
off to work together that 
they too have such a 
community, as does the 
Student Affairs staff or 
the architecture gradu-
ate students. 

Another meaning-
ful moment : When 

Thresher Assistant Ads Manager 
Louren Reed and William Li, a 
sometime critic of this column, 
got married, three tables at the 
reception — a fifth of the room — 
were filled withThresherites. You 
may see this newspaper as a docu-
ment or an institution, but it is 
also a community. 

I have seen it change from 
year to year, backstabbing under 
one regime, standoffish under 
another, now collegial and irrev-
erent. The paper could not hap-
pen without that community — 
nobody would spend that kind of 
time working alone for the kind 
of money it pays. And the spirit of 
that community, its interactions, 
its inside jokes and its attitudes, 
do a great deal to shape the news-
print Thresher. So you may find it 
irrelevant that we stood around 

I have never really been part commenting on who danced with 

It is ...a shared pool 
of stories, a mix of 

traditions, myths and 
news of who threw up 

on whose floor last 
night. 

of the college gossip chain, and I 
doubt my own life has provided 
any fodder for it. So I could stand 
back as I heard these things and 
note that it was really none of 
these people's business how X 
and Y were doing, and that it was 
certainly no one's place to tell X 
and Y whom they had to tell about 
their wedding plans. -

But then, I was listening. 
I have already called Rice a 

collection of eight small towns, 
places where nobody locks his 
door and everybody knows 
everyone's business. Gossip, 
however crude, disrespectful and 
prying it may be, is at the heart of 
those communities. I have won-
dered many times what makes a 
college, what makes Wiess Wiess 
and what makes Lovett Lovett. I 
concluded that it was not the col-
lege government, not the mas-
ter, not the buildings, not Beer-
Bike and not even family style. 
What it is, I think, is a shared pool 

whom. But that has a lot to do 
with the fact that you get the 
campus news every week. 

So I can stand up here and tell 
everyone to mind their own busi-
ness. Perhaps, with great effort, 1 
could even mind my own. But I 
would do so with the risk that 
somebody might take my advice 
to heart and leave us all sitting 
alone and silent at dinner like 
they do at places that have lost 
their community. 

As for X and Y, I wish them 
great happiness. They do make a 
wonderful couple. I know they 
have both benefited greatly from 
the community they joined when 
they got here, as have most of us. 
As for'the to-do about their wed-
ding plans, perhaps that's their 
way of giving back. 

Christof Spieler is design consult-
ant and a graduate student in civil 
engineering. He can be reached at 
spieler@rice.edu. 
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College presidents 

Student Committee's recommendations about NOD 
The College and Student Associa-
tion Presidents' Committee was 
formed in March to examine alco-
hol and safety concerns. For news 
coverage of this report, See Page 1. 

F o r 2 5 years, Rice students 
have made the individual decision 
on whether to attend Wiess 
College's Night of Decadence 
party. However, recent concerns 
regarding safety and sexual ha-
rassment at the party have forced 
the Rice community to collectively 
decide whether NOD should exist 
and what changes should be made. 
We are confident the report speaks 
for itself. However, we want to 
ensure that everyone on campus 
understands why and how we 
came to these recommendations. 

We wanted to ensure that all 
opinions were represented. We 
consulted college chief justices, 
party organizers, students, mas-
ters, members of the Rice Alcohol 
Beverage Policy Advisory Com-
mittee, and the Rice General Coun-
sel. We worked to uphold many 
important goals: ensuring student 
safety, preserving our alcohol 
policy and maintaining student 
self-governance. Our recommen-
dations focused on four key areas: 

1. Education about NOD 

Our committee determined 
that many of the problems and 
concerns about NOD stemmed 
from a lack of information about 
what actually occurs at the party. 
We have recommended a number 
of measures to ensure that all stu-
dents have the facts they need to 
make an informed decision about 
NOD. These include college-wide 
forums led by Wiess upperclass-
men and dissemination of infor-
mation about NOD after Orienta-
tion Week through advisers. All of 
these changes have been sup-
ported by the party's organizers. 

2. Increased safety precau-
tions at and around NOD 

We have collaborated with the 
party's organisers in recommend-
ing increased safety precautions 
around the Rice campus on the 
night of NOD. These include in-
ter-college communication and 
security teams at each college. 
Through providing increased 
lighting, an escort cart service and 
security personnel stationed along 
major transit routes, we hope to 
allay concerns about safety in trav-
eling to and from the party. 

3. Eliminating sexual deco-
rations at the party 

Our committee did not find any 
evidence to support claims that 

sexual decorations at the party led 
to any safety or alcohol problems. 
However, the Rice General Coun-
sel advised us that such decora-
tions place the future existence of 
the party in jeopardy. We con-
cluded that it would be more dan-
gerous for the party to be banned 
and then moved off campus. 

4. Alcohol policy changes 
Our committee's charge also 

included working with ABPAC to 
modify Rice's alcohol policy. As a 
community, we must take personal 
responsibility for following and en-
forcing Rice's new alcohol policy, 
which safeguards our on-campus 
alcohol privileges. These include 
requiring all students to sign a 
card reiterating Texas law and the 
Rice alcohol policy, offering all in-
coming freshmen training on how 
to care for intoxicated individuals 
and giving chief justices advance 
notice when a student chooses to 
have a keg in his room. All of these 
changes have been supported 
unanimously by the colleges' chief 
justices and ABPAC. 

These recommendations de-
pend on student support and re-
quire that students work together 
to ensure their success. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
ask any one of us. 

A Real-World Medical School 

Real life's Needs. 

A "A 
*§• 

"Preparing our 
students for a new health 

care deliver)' system is what we 

do best at Texas Tech 
Medical Center. 
1 low treatment is delivered must 

be re-examined regularly. We take 

a new look at old methods on a 

daily basis. This is-the best way to 

prepare our students for 

tomorrow's challenges. 
There's a greatness waiting 

for you at Texas Tech Medical 

Center. Grab it now!" 

Joel Kupersmith, M.I). 

Dean, Texas Tech Sch(x>l of Medicine 

TEXAS TECH 
MEDICAL CENTER 
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Senior editor 

Each war crime a tragedy 
Lamb's blood marked the He-
brews' houses, signaling the angel 
of death to pass over their first-born 
sons. In Urosevac, Kosovo, a cross 
with a Cyrillic "C" in each 
comer replaces the pas-
chal blood, spray-painted 
on Serb doors to keep sol-
diers from ethnically 
cleansing their brethren. 

The crisis in Kosovo 
summons painful •memo-
ries of two terrors of Jew-
ish history commemo-
rated this month. 
Yugoslav Pres ident 
Slobodan Milosevic's or-
chestrated killing and de-
portation of Albanians evokes not 
only Hitler's genocide but also the 
ancient exodus from Egypt and the' 
conflict that preceded it. The present 
situation bisects these two past trag-
edies: The Kosovars are neither 
heading off to concentration camps 
nor wandering in search of their 
promised land. 

But such comparisons to horrors 
past have been overstated. Dialogue 
on Kosovo and other contemporary 
genocides has been consumed by 
an effort to measure them against 
the Holocaust. 

An April 9 New York Daily News 
column entitled "Kosovo is not the 
Holocaust" quotes Holocaust survi-
vor Menachem Rosencraft . "If 
Kosovo is a holocaust and Rwanda is 
a holocaust and Cambodia is holo-
caust, there is nothing particularly 
unique about the Holocaust ," 
Rosencraft said. 

Ran Curiel, Israel's ambassador 
to Macedonia and Greece, echoed 
the same sentiment in an April 14 
Houston Chronicle article. The plight 
of the Kosovar Albanians, he said, 
"is bad enough, but every time there 
is brutality you can't call it a holo-
caust or genocide." 

But why does;, it matter if the 
Holocaust is unique? Is it really im-
portant how we label these trag-
edies? Do we need to create a unit to 
quantify the destruction caused by 
each war criminal? 

Isn't it enough to say that people 
are being forced from their homes, 
expelled if they are fortunate, raped 
or killed if they are not? 

Such comparisons stifle our out-
rage, allowing us to dismiss the fact 
that genocide continues to occur. 

Phil Baum, executive director of 

Brian 
Stoler 

the American Jewish Congress, 
marginalized the Kosovars' suffer-
ing, saying that they had the oppor-
tunity to save themselves by giving 

up their r ights . "The 
people of Kosovo are be-
ing pushed out because 
they are members of a dif-
ferent political group. If 
they were to give up their 
goal of independence, 
they could probably co-
exist," Baum told the 
Naples (Fla.) Daily News. 
"But for Jews, there was 
no political accommoda-
tion they could have made 
with the Nazis." 

Rosencraft uses the details of 
genocide as a way to belittle the 
Kosovo situation as if dying in a gas 
chamber is worse than being shot. 
"If you can't differentiate between a 
detention camp in Bosnia and 
Birkenau with gas chambers, you're 
dishonoring the memory of the Ho-
locaust," he said. 

Isn't taking active concern in all 
crimes against humanity the best 
way to honor the memory of the 
Holocaust? What significance does 
Holocaust remembrance have if we 
do not apply that concern to contem-
porary ethnic violence? 

The Yom Hashoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance Day) display in the 
Student Center last week disap-
pointed me. Despite containing lit-
erature using the phrase "never 
again," the table made no mention 
of Kosovo or other genocides. 

In contrast, the Anti-Defamation 
League effectively draws the con-
nection to Kosovo. The top of its 
home page announces a fund to help 
refugees of Kosovo, imploring visi-
tors to "respond as you wish the 
world had responded the last time." 
No comparisons, no measurements, 
just action. 

"The Jewish community knows 
firsthand that silence breeds trag-
edy. We are particularly proud to be 
part of a country that upholds hu-
manitarian ideals and refuses to turn 
a blind eye to the horror of ethnic 
cleansing. Please join us in helping 
the innocent victims of hatred," the 
ADL site says. 

That's what remembrance is all 
about. 

Brian Stoler is senior editor and a 
Hanszen College sophomore. 

ot m o r e i n f o r m a l ion r e g a r d i n g t h e Texas ' loch M e d i c a l (Center a n d t h e S c h o o l of M e d i c i n e , 

call 1 I T U 9(,() CARL o r visit o u r w e b s i t e at w w w . t t u h s c . e d u . 

Summer, ahhh 
Great Job...Good Friends..Good- Times-Money! f • 

But, do you know where you will 
be when your pills 

run out? 

Take care of the basics at: 

University Women's Health Center 
2016 Bissonnet 

(Walking distance from campus) 
(713) 520-8988 

Penny Bennett, CNM, MSN 

Annual Exams, Birth Control. Free Pregnancy Tests, Prenatal Care. 
Immunizations. Nutritional Counseling 

Registered Massage Therapist Yoga Classes 
Childbirth Education Classes 

Insurance Medicaid 15% Student Discount Amex/MC 

http://www.ttuhsc.edu
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
WEST, from Page 2 
individual members . Any group or 
organizational communication theo-
rist will tell you that. Rice's forensics 
program will learn that if they sim-
ply let West do his job. 

Scott Jensen 
President, Pi Kappa Delta National 

Forensics Honorary 
Director of Forensics 

Webster University 

West's actions unfair 
7o the editor: 

I was dismayed and appalled to 
learn of speech and debate coach 
Dan West 's decision to dismiss se-
niors Amir Brown and Jay Welch 
from the George R. Brown Foren-
sics Society, as repor ted in the 
Thresher ("Debate team drops to 
17th at nationals") April 16. The fact 
that W e s t r emoved Brown and 
Welch from the team due to their 
d i sagreements with his coaching 
seems obvious from all s tatements 
in the article. However, two issues 
seem particularly unpleasant in this 
matter. 

First, the George R. Brown Fo-
rens ics Society is a s tudent- led 
group. T h e coach operates at the 
team's discretion, and ultimately, the 
student leadership has final author-
ity over decisions affecting team 
members . At least, this was the stale 
of affairs when Brown, Welch and I 
joined the team in 1995. The fact 
that hard-working, competent team 
member s who had earned their way 
into national competition could be 
suspended a da£ before national 
competition due to d isagreements 
with the coach speaks volumes for 
the current state of affairs. 

It is the prerogative of the team 
member s to debate the efficacy of 
their coach. If West had a problem 
with Brown and Welch, he had the 
option to begin dealing with the situ-
ation sooner. He also could have 
waited a few weeks until Brown and 
Welch graduate, thus removing the 
source of conflict without creating 
additional conflict. Instead, West ' s 
actions seem to be a form of retribu-
tion, intended for the good of nei-

ther the team nor the team mem-
bers. 

Second, West states several times 
that Brown and Welch were sus-
pended from the team for generat-
ing discord and disagreeing with 
coaching policy. However, the e-mail 
informing Brown and Welch of their 
suspension accused both of them of 
having violated "serious university 
policies." A daunting claim, this ac-
cusation goes unmentioned in all 
fur ther .statements by West and in 
the letters to Brown and Welch fol-
lowing the tournament, according 
to the sources in the article. One 
student calls the two e-mails "almost 
contradictory." 

West admitted he has no evi-
dence to substantiate such claims, 
and no one involved appears to know 
the nature of these violations. The 
charges , as they stand, leave the 
seniors in limbo. At any rate, it is not 
hard to imagine the feeling of horror 
that a graduating senior would feel 
while reading a threat of University 
Court action. 

By suspending two graduating 
seniors the day before the national 
competition, West made apparent a 
certain administrative negligence. I 
suggest that this sort of administra-
tive capacity ought to be in the hands 
of the team member s and not tffeir 
coach. And, if West acted improp-
erly in suspending Brown and Welch 
and in accusing them of violations 
that they did not commit, an apology 
is in order, openly, to Brown, Welch 
and the rest of the team for abusing 
their trust, sacrificing the team's per-
formance and putting all involved in 
a compromising and embarrassing 
position. 

Mike Simon 
Baker senior 

West's story of success 
To the editor-

I am saddened by the necessity 
of such a letter but, nonetheless, 
determined to illuminate the per-
ceptions of an outsider, one who 
values forensic education and one 
who has watched the George R. 
Brown Forensics Society for the last 

11 years, at t imes with great con-
cern, in recent years with great awe. 
Please allow me to explain. 

In fall 1993, the tone, the profes-
sionalism, the demeanor and the 
educational focus of Rice forensics 
began to shift with the arrival of Dan 
West. By all accounts, the 1993-'<?4 
academic year was a tough one for 
West and for the team. The Rice 
students were used to running the 
show and, at times, made West 's 
presence difficult, if even unwel-
come. But West 's vision has always 
been long-term. Determined to teach 
his students that there was more to 
learn than they thought, West care-
fully outlined the revised vision of 
the George R. Brown Forensics So-
ciety, a vision that he assured them 
would garner the competitive suc-
cess they desperately wanted. And 
it did. In the six years since West 's 
arrival, the team has won three indi-
vidual national championships and 
has placed in the top 20 schools in 
the nation every one of those years. 
With the right director and his de-
termined efforts to educate, Rice has 
become a force to be reckoned with. 

But to leave the story here would 
be to mislead. West has not only 
developed a preeminent forensics 
program, he has become a consum-
mate scholar /educator . He has di-
rected a myriad of intercollegiate 
tournaments at Rice with the utmost 
ease and professionalism. In short, 
he has become one of the most well-
respected educators in our field. 

To the student who "said West 
cannot coach," I beg to differ. I have 
watched West coach during interac-
tive sessions at the Texas Speech 
Communication Association annual 
convention, and I, too, have learned 
coaching and teaching techniques 
while becoming inspired by his drive 
and exuberance.To the student who 
said West "makes very poor deci-
sions about the administration of 
the team," I ask that individual to 
ponder what it is like to make diffi-
cult decisions that he knows will not 
be appreciated by all. And perhaps 
that is what should really be the 
focus of this discussion: the diffi-
culty of being teacher, coach, surro-
gate parent, driver, caretaker, confi-

dant and director all at the same 
time. 

As directors of forensics pro-
grams, we take on many hats. Don-
ning these often blurs the lines be-
tween them. As such, our s tudents 
at times forget the lines or misplace 
t h e m b e c a u s e t he i n n u m e r a b l e 
hours we spend coaching, teaching, 
driving and caretaking seem anath-
ema to our academic col leagues 
outside of forensics. The surrogate 
families created by the forensics 
team lead s tudents to treat directors 
more like parents than professors. 
And while so much of the time that 
camaraderie is energizing, at t imes 
like this, it goes too far. 

I relish the collegiality and friend-
ship of Dan West. Rice forensics 
would not be a shadow of the nation-
ally respected program it is today 
without his guidance and direction. 
I am deeply saddened by the efforts 
of Amir Brown and Jay Welch, two 
extremely talented speakers, to taint 
West 's name and to create such a 
divisive atmosphere in one of the 
nation's preeminent forensics pro-
grams. I hope the Rice s tudents re-
maining realize how lucky they are. 

Peter Pober 
Director of Individual Events 

Department of Speech 
Communication 

University of Texas at Austin 

Fix Rice Boulevard 
To the editor: 

George Bush, James A. Baker 
III, H e n r y K i s s i n g e r , Mikha i l 
G o r b a c h e v , J a n e t Reno, Colin 
Powel l , N o r m a n S c h w a r z k o p f , 
Madeleine Albright, Yassir Arafat, 
the Dalai Lama. 

If Rice has enough connections 
all around the world to get all these 
people to visit Rice, how can it be 
that it doesn't have enough connec-
tions in Houston to get Rice Boule-
vard (aka "the road from hell") fixed 
beyond third-world quality levels? 

I don't know who has jurisdiction 
over Rice Boulevard. I do know that 
if the road outside my house were 
this bad and I were trying to pass 
myself off as a world-class host, I'd 

be ashamed to invite guests . 

Andrew Sendonaris 
Graduate student 

Electrical and Computer 
Engineering 

Online language 
courses succeed 
To the editor: 

This letter is in response to the 
article "Language Courses I^eave the 
Classroom" that appeared in the 
April 9 edition of the Thresher. 'Hie 
article presented a rather one-sided 
view of the efforts to bring Spanish 
101 and 102 "out of the classroom." 
Our experience with the course has 
been overwhelmingly positive. The 
audio and video links — which es-
sentially always work from cam-
pus computers — add a new dimen-
sion to the language learning expe-
rience. Simply writing out home-
work assignments does not help with 
such essentials as understanding 
spoken Spanish and pronunciation. 
Being able to hand in the homework 
and take tests via the Web increases 
the time available during class for 
interacting with the professor, a vi-
tal part of language learning. 

The Web interface created by 
the Spanish depar tment is remark-
ably intuitive and professional. From 
the first day we logged on to do our 
homework, we found a myriad of 
links that pointed us to an extensive 
collection of useful resources, in-
c luding vocabulary sound clips, 
g rammar notes and online dictio-
naries. The "Cultural Notes," links 
to various Web pages from around 
the globe, do an impressive job of 
utilizing the power of the Web to 
expose s tudents to the diversity of 
the Spanish-speaking world. 

Minor technological difficulties 
do occur with a program as ambi-
tious as this one. Considering that 
we are the among the first s tudents 
to use this system, we feel it has 
been a remarkable success. 

Elinor Karlsson 
Shreyas Cholia 

Baker seniors 

Guest column 

Some time to chat with the changing guard 
You have three more weeks re-
maining at Rice. 

Well, that 's not entirely accurate. 
If you're a f reshman you've got three 
more years. (We simplify 
by disregarding those not 
graduat ing on the four-
year plan.) If you ' r e a 
sophomore, you've got two 
more years, for better or 
worse. But for graduating 
seniors, it really is just 
three more weeks. 

A disclaimer — I'm not 
a senior. I can't say for 
sure what it feels like until 
I've had the satisfaction of 
knowing that my as-of-yet-unc.ertain 
COMP major has been finished, and 
I'll be walking with the rest of my 
class. I thought I knew to some ex-
tent — for the longest time this past 
semester , I was having work-moti-
vation issues and thought I had come 
down with senioritis — but now 
people are telling me what I experi-
enced was only the comparatively 
minor sophomore slump. 

So I recovered from that with 
minimal permanent damage, and 
now I thinly I'm ready to tackle yet 
another year at Rice, and perhaps 
one more after that. Then my four 
years will be up, and it will be time to 
move on. I won't be the only one 
doing so; I'll be walking with my 
class, just like those in classes above 
me have done year after year. Will I 
be r emembered five, 10 years from 
nowkWCell, no, not really. (Honestly, 
I've entertained the possibility of 
finding a job here in Houston and 
coming back to Home Sweet Jones 
for lunch and dinner as the Alum 
Who jus t Wouldn't Go Away ... but 

Kyle 
Fahr 

only very, very, very briefly.) 
Perhaps if we, as mere students 

who pass through for an all-too-brief 
four years, can't be remembered, 

we can at least leave some-
| thing for those who will 
I come after us. 

I've noticed an interest-
I ing t rend with sen iors 
| lately. When you pause to 
| say, "Hey, what's happen-

ing?" to them, instead of 
J giving you the "not much" 

treatment or just smiling 
and walking on, they actu-
ally respond. 

The other day, I ran 
into a senior I'd not spoken to for 
ages and said, "What's up?" She re-
plied, "Well, I was just chatting with 
a girlfriend of mine. We came to the 
conclusion that men will never re-
ally unders tand women and vice 
versa. We've decided that field work 
alone in the jungle with monkeys 
can't be all that bad, and being locked 
up in the basements of libraries do-
ing history research for the rest of 
your life isn't such a bad alternative 
either. Do you know what I mean?" 

She paused, possibly waiting for 
me to give a blank expression or say 
something politely dismissive and 
walk on. I had a class to go to, right? 
And after all, why should I be inter-
ested in what was up with her? Surely 
she understood that when you see 
someone in passing, your "What's 
up?" k a greeting, not as a question. 

Instead, in the wake of her hon-
est reply, I found myself responding 
in turn. "Well, I don't understand 
completely, but I think I'm slowly 
beginning to." We started to talk — 
about men and women, about life 

and love, about human nature. In 
short, I found myself discussing with 
her everything I love to talk about, 
and yet never seem to get the chance 
to. All too often we find ourselves 
making pointless conversation about 
classes, the weather, sleep and /o r 
the lack thereof. It took a moment 
for me to realize that she was relat-
ing to me, as a senior to a sopho-
more, what she'd learned at Rice 
that had been of real significance. 

I don't think I made it to my class. 
Lately, I've been talking more 

with my Orientation Week advisers 
from last year, who are now seniors, 
and will soon graduate. Listening to 
them talk about their experiences, 
I'm amazed by how much more I can 
relate to what they have to say. Surely 
their stories are much the same, but 
time and experience have rendered 
them all the more real; I am actually 
ready now to listen and understand. 
We're no longer dealing with the 
adviser-freshman relationship, but 
something more akin to the chang-
ing of the guard. There ' s a passing 
of wisdom, from generation to gen-
eration. (I know it's too early for me 
to get nostalgic, as a sophomore 
with neither a degree nor a clear 
plan of how to obtain one, but I can 
see myself doing the same thing, 
two years down the road, with people 
from a class that has yet to exist.) 

If you're a graduating senior, con-
gratulations. We love you. You'll be 
missed. If, on the other hand, you're 
an underclassman, give yourself a 
little extra time to make it to classes 
if you plan on saying hi. 

Full-Time Summer Employment 
continuing part-time or full-time in the Fall. 

Apply immediately. 
We will train as Telemessaging Secretary for 
physicians, Realtors, and other professionals. 

Excellent phone voice, ability to type essential. 
Start $7.00/hr; after training, $9.15-S10.00/hr 

(including attendance bonus). 
Paid training. No selling. 

Weekend & Holiday work required. 
Communications Associates 

713-513-7861 

Kyle Fahr is a Jones College sopho-
more. 

The Baker Ins t i tu te announces the availability 
of new s tuden t internships to r u n th rough the 
s u m m e r . These internships involve working with Rice 

faculty and Baker Institute fellows on ongoing public policy 

research. Economics or political science background is a 

plus. Workload may involve up to 10 hours a week. Each 

internship carries a cash award of $500. It is not a paying 

position. Interested Rice students should supply the 

following to the Baker Institute as soon as possible: 

1) a letter of application, including 

areas of interest in public policy, 
2) a resume, 

3) a transcript. 

In fo rma t ion shou ld be addressed to 
Baker Institute Internship Committee 

Baker Institute, MS-40 

Application consideration will start on April 20, 1999. 
Decisions will be made as soon as possible. 

For more informat ion , contact Dr. Richard Stoll at 

ext. 4683 or stoll@ruf.rice.edu. 

mailto:stoll@ruf.rice.edu
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Dye in the wool 
HANNA KIM/THRESHER 

Hanszen College sophomore Jen Hltt assists with the green dye at a Rice for Legalization T-shirt tie-dye Tuesday 
afternoon In the Hanszen courtyard. The club sold the shirts and distributed surveys on marijuana. 

Seniors answer survey on 
quality of faculty teaching 

by Julie Hollar 
THRESHER STAFF 

After years of filling out individual 
teacher evaluations, selected seniors 
got a chance to voice their opinion 
on teaching as a whole at Rice, and 
those opinions ranged "from vitri-
olic to mild," according to the report 
on the results. 

The University Committee on 
Teaching sent out a survey on the 
quality of teaching at Rice to a ran-
dom sample of 350 seniors this 
spring and released a report April 15 
summarizing the results. The 108 
seniors who responded rated the 
teaching better than average, but 
they also offered many ideas for 
improvement. 

"We' re hop ing to e n c o u r a g e 
people to think a little bit more about 
teaching at Rice, not just what's right 
but what we need to work on too," 
committee member and Political 
Science Professor John Ambler, co-
author of the report, said. 

The survey rated 15 teaching 
characteristics from "very poorly" 
to "exceptionally well" and included 
an open-ended qu«stion asking for 
comments on effective teaching at 
Rice and suggestions for improve-
ment. The teaching characteristics 
covered course organization and 
requirements, teaching skill and re-
lations with students. 

Of these characteristics, students 
gave the lowest marks to usefulness 
of a s s ignmen t s , communica t ion 
skills and coordination of reading 
and lecture materials. 

Topping the list of common com-
plaints was a lack of faculty interest 
both in teaching and in students. 
According to one science student 
surveyed, "They look at [us] as if 
we're small ants marring their view 
of the broad horizon." 

"I look at these responses from 
two perspect ives ," Ambler said. 
"First, good teaching involves effort 
and careful preparation. Second, a 

See TEACH, Page 9 

Petition fails to prevent cut 
SWIM, from Page 1 

by this decision to eliminate 
men's swimming." 

The students presented the 
petition to May, but it did not 
sway him. 

'We were partially 
supporting a sport 
which didn't have a 
chance to succeed. 
If we are in a sport, we 
should be in it to win.' 

— Bobby May 
Athletics director 

"I did see the s ignatures ," 
May said. "Our fundamen ta l 
theory is that we are do ing 
what 's best for our intercolle-
giate athletic program. We' re 
going to now have an opportu-
nity to be successful at the high-
est level in every sport we spon-
sor. Unfortunately, because of 
funding, we could not do that 
for men 's swimming. 

"We were partially supporting 
a sport which didn't have a chance 
to succeed," May sadd. "If we are 
in a sport, we should be in it to 
win. The program gave some Rice 
students a chance to swim. They 
weren't equipped and the team 

wasn't equipped to compete. We 
had no chance to ever be able to 
be competitive in that sport." 

Regardless, some said they 
still believe Title IX compliance 
affected the decision. 

"I think it's horrible that these 
Title EX issues are hurting the 
men's Olympic sports," sopho-
more Tyson Hendricksen, a var-
sity track and field athlete, said. 
"What's even worse is that people 
like Bobby May are trying to 
cover it up by saying it's a fund-
ing issue or a space issue. Build a 
new poql. You're a Division I 
school with Division 1 priorities 
here. The high school pools are 
better than our pool. 1 

"This is pathetic that [May] 
would neglect a team that is obvi-
ously well-liked here at Rice," 
Hendricksen said. "We have one 
of the largest endowments here 
at Rice, so we can obviously af-
ford to fund this program." 

Despite the decision, most of 
the male swimmers said they 
expect to remain at Rice, where 
their scholarships will still be 
honored. 

"I've made a lot of great friends 
here," Quayle said. "I don't think 
it's worth everything I've worked 
for here to give it up to go else-
where for two years of swimming. 
The most important thing is aca-
demics." 

"I came to Rice because it's a 
great engineering school," sopho-
more swimmer Jeff Hale said. "I 
would not consider leaving." 

Summer Storage? 

BULLSEYE 
0 7

 s t o r a g e 
713-524-8900 

Ifclose By 
threat Price-

From $39/Month 

B̂rand New 
Ifclimate Control 
fifviSA/MC/AX 

RICE Students 
20% OFF 

1st Month's Rent 

r 
j | *+mtm 

1505 Southwest Krwy./Hwy. 5» 
Houston. Texas 77098 

Private party kegs required to be registered 
ABPAC, from Page 1 
inside the colleges. 

The presidents' committee has 
also recommended that all incom-
ing freshmen be trained as "care-
givers for intoxicated persons" dur-
ing Orientation Week. 

The new alcohol policy will also 
not mean any decreased legal rights 
for students. In spite of the change 
of language in the alcohol policy 
regarding the right of police to con-
duct searches from "proper war-
rants" to "probable cause," there will 
be no operational changes in police 
conduct or search criteria. 

'Rice is: dangerously 
close to being 
completely dry. 
A lot of people don't 
realize that.' 

— Baraquiel Reyna 
Brown College president 

"We made the change because 
the language wasn't quite accurate," 
Associate General Counsel Carlos 
Garcia said. The wording of the origi-
nal policy was not an accurate reflec-
tion of state law, he said. 

Despite the text of the old alcohol 
policy, with p'robable cause, the police 
can already search, Garcia said. 

ABPAC will review the policy 
every year and make recommenda-
tions for change as it thinks neces-
sary. The new policy is therefore not 

guaranteed to be in place more than 
one year. 

However , s ince the c u r r e n t 
ABPAC m e m b e r s voted unani-
mously for the new changes to the 
policy in a straw poll, any sweeping 
changes are unlikely. 

The committee will conduct a 
confidential survey on alcohol use 
next fall, which was postponed this 
year due to proximity of the end of 
the academic year. 

A major argument for keeping 
the current policy largely intact 
rather than removing alcohol privi-
leges is that keeping drinking on 
campus is safer. "It's f o o d that Rice 
allows alcohol on campus. It's safer," 
Bennett said. "It's better to have the 
support infrastructure of the col-
leges." 

T h e cur ren t t rend in alcohol 
p o l i c i e s a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y , 
however, is toward having more 
r e s t r i c t i ons . Inc iden t s l ike the 
h igh ly publ ic ized 1997 alcohol 
poisoning death of Massachuse t t s 
Insti tute of Technology f reshman 
Scott Krueger have prompted state 
and federal legislation, and schools 
such as MIT, Emory University and 
t h e Univers i ty of Pennsylvania 
have moved toward stricter alco-
hol policies. 

"Rice is dangerously close to 
being completely dry. Alot of people 
don't realize that," Brown College 
Pres ident Baraquiel Reyna said. 
Rice's wet campus is a rarity in Texas, 
and its alcohol policy is considered 
by many to be one of the most per-
missive in the nation. 

"Nearly every other school is 
going dry. All of [the universities we 
have looked at] have banned kegs. 

We really stand out," Bennett said. 
Much of the responsibility for 

the alcohol policy change has in-
volved students. ABPAC, which tra-
ditionally has not had much student 
representation, now has a represen-
tative from each college, either a 
president or chief justice. 

T h e p r e s i d e n t s ' c o m m i t t e e , 
which produced most of the changes 
adopted in the new policy, is com-
posed of the eight college presidents 
and Student Association President 
Anne Countiss. 

'It's good that Rice 
allows alcohol on 
campus. It's safer. 
It's better to have the 
support infrastructure 
of the colleges.' 

— John Bennett 
Sid Richardson Collegejmaster 

' and ABPAC chair 

The old policy was created by a 
newly formed ABPAC in 1986 to deal 
with a change in state law that raised 
the drinking age from 18 to 21. 

While "the original policy was 
only intended to serve during the 
transitional years . . . these intentions 
were either forgotten or deemed ir-
relevant, and the policy has served 
the Rice community for some 12 
vears," Bennett wrote in a message 
to ABPAC. 

Sales Consultants 

Automotive concept store needs Sales Consultants in the 
Houston area. 

Consultants will act as a single point of contact for customers. 
On a day-to-day basis, consultants will present vehicles, 
accompany customers on test-drives and educate guests on 
the retail process. Consultants will also assist with trade-in 
evaluation, facilitate financing decisions and oversee 
paperwork. 

Candidates should have a college degree, great interpersonal 
skills and be comfortable with the Internet. No previous 
automotive retail experience necessary. Salary - $50K 
potential. 

Send r6sum6 by 4/30/99 to Leed Performance, Inc., PO Box 
6493, Bloomingdale, IL 60108-6493 ore-mail to 
AUTOMALL@EMAIL.COItt" 

LONDON - $541 CIEE 

- PARIS-$571 CIEE • ROME- $619 CIEE 

SAO PAULO/RIO-$691 CIEE 

HONG KONG - $860 CONSOLIDATOR 

MOROCCO - $667 CIEE 

AUSTRALIA - $1278 CIEE 
A l l FARES ARE' ROUNDTRIP FROM HOUSTON 

Vi(« ptonit 

w w w . c o u n c n t r a v G l . c o m 

Council on International 
Educational Exchange 

Un ive rs i t y C e n t e r R o o m 3 2 - D 
Univ . o f H o u s t o n 
4800 C a l h o u n 
H o u s t o n , T X 77204 
Phone:713-743-2777 

Travel 

http://www.councntravGl.com
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THE PRESIDENTS' NOD RECOMMENDATIONS 
Pre NOD 

Use Or ien ta t ion Week to 
inform freshmen about NOD 
Conduct open forums at each 
college to discuss NOD 
Stress that students must 
comply with Houston decency 
laws and will not be admitted 
into the party if visibly drunk 
Provide a coat check 
Have each college appoint a 
"Security Coordinator" 

NOD — Campus-wide 

Have each security coordinator 
control a team of no fewer 
than eight student security 
membersto patrol their college 
and coordinate drunksitt ing 
Allow no College Nights to be 
held on the same date as NOD 
Placewhitestr ing lights along 
the paths to each college to 
improve visibility 
Place security at checkpoints 
along travel routes 

NOD — At Wiess College 

Provide maintenance cart 
service to transport students 
Station a Wiess student at the 
col lege coordinator 's tele-
phone to field phone cal lsfrom 
security coordinators 
Do not allow non-Rice people 
to purchase t ickets at the 
door 
Post signs listing basic rules 
wherever t ickets are sold 
Expand the ring of security 
beyond the cart paths 
Eliminate decorations of a 
sexual nature from public 
display 

Alcohol Policy Reforms 

Require every student to sign at 
the beginning of each academic 
year a card that details Texas 
alcohol consumptions laws and 
liabilities 
Train all new students during 
0 Week as drunksitters 

POLICE BLOTTER 
The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period April 15-20: 

Other Buildings 
Willy's Pub 

Valhalla 

Parking Lots 
East Stadium Lot 

West Stadium Lot 

Allen Center Lot 

East Stadium Lot 

Other Areas 
Entrance 6 

Rice Stadium 

College Way 

College Way 

Rice Stadium 

Track Stadium 

April 1 6 Student arrested for consumption by 
minor and released to drunksitter. 

April 2 0 Non-Rice subject brought dog inside 
and verbally assaulted bartender. 
Arrested and issued summons. 

April 17 Two non-Rice subjects arrested after 
fight, one for public intoxication and 
one for assault. Both jailed. 

April 17 Assault. 

April 18 Vehicle damaged. 

April 20 Bike stolen. 

April 16 Non-Rice subject arrested for public 
intoxication and jailed. 

April 17 Assault. 

April 17 Non-Rice subject arrested for public 
intoxication and jailed. 

April 18 Non-Rice subject arrested for 
driving while intoxicated andjailed. 

April 18 Theft. 

April 20 Rice subject arrested for possession 
of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. 
Issued summons and released. 

The Sheraton Astrodome 
Hotel 

proudly welcomes 
all friends and family to 
Rice University Class of 

99 GRADUATION 

$ 6 9 . 0 0 
(single-quad occupancy) 

For reservations call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 2 7 - 6 4 6 1 

Ask for the 
"GRAD-U-RATK" 

S h e r a t o n A s t r o d o m e Hotel 
HtiHIi Kirby Drive 

H o u s t o n . Texas 770!IA 
C>10 S o u t h Loop ;il Kirby 

7 1 3 - 7 4 8 - 3 2 2 1 
•Based o n availabil i ty 

G R A ifU A T I 0 N 

O—— 

Decency laws to be stressed at NOD 
NOD, from Page 1 
col leges . "I haven ' t t hough t about it, 
but that should be easily done , " Ca-
m a c h o said. 

Accord ing to Associa te Genera l 
Counse l Car los Garcia, t he univer-
sity b e c a m e involved in N O D to limit 
t he Rice's legal liability. Since t h e r e 
we re " s o m e i s sues raised abou t t he 
party, it b e c a m e incumben t upon 
the universi ty to a d d r e s s t h o s e is-
s u e s in a r ea sonab le and p r u d e n t 
m a n n e r , " Garcia said. Once the prob-
lems are addressed, the liability is-
sues take care of themselves, h e said. 

Garcia also r e c o m m e n d e d to t he 
c o m m i t t e e tha t "to maximize the 
c h a n c e of the party cont inuing, they 
shou ld give cons ide ra t ion to t he 
n a m e and t h e m e be ing c h a n g e d . " 

T h e p r e s i d e n t s ' c o m m i t t e e , 
which also involved the col lege chief 
jus t ices when the plan was in the 
final s t ages of del iberat ions , ag reed 
with the ad hoc commit tee , saying 
that while the public party port ion of 
N O D was not a problem, the periph-
eral even t s are t roub le some . 

"We a re basically t rying to m a k e 
N O D a safer env i ronment for every-

o n e , " B r o w n C o l l e g e P r e s i d e n t 
Baraquiel Reyna said of t h e presi-
dential c o m m i t t e e . 

'To maximize the chance 
of the party continuing, 
[Wiess] should give 
consideration to the 
name and theme being 
changed.' 

— Carlos Garcia 
Associate General Counsel 

In do ing so, the c o m m i t t e e rec-
o m m e n d e d so lu t ions per ta in ing to 
educa t ion abou t the event , secur i ty 
a round Wies s and t h r o u g h o u t cam-
pus on the n ight of NOD, and gen-
eral alcohol policy r e f o r m s . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e s u g g e s t e d s u c h 
so lu t ions as inc reas ing secur i ty in 
genera l , inc reas ing t h e n u m b e r of 

m a i n t e n a n c e ca r t s available to es-
cort s t u d e n t s h o m e and placing white 
s t r i ng l igh t ing a long pa thways to 
g u i d e s t u d e n t s to the i r col lege. Tick-
e t s s h o u l d not b e sold to non-Rice 
p e r s o n s at t h e door , and no col lege 
shou ld over lap on t h e n ight of NOD, 
t h e le t te r r e c o m m e n d s . 

As o n e of its s u g g e s t e d c h a n g e s 
to t h e a lcohol policy, the c o m m i t t e e 
also r e c o m m e n d e d that each year 
every s t u d e n t b e r equ i red to sign a 
ca rd r e i t e ra t ing s ta te law rega rd ing 
alcohol c o n s u m p t i o n . 

T h e m e a s u r e would not place 
addi t ional r egu la t ions on t he stu-
den t ; it is ins tead m e a n t as "a con-
sc ious a c k n o w l e d g m e n t by t he stu-
d e n t of t h e pe r sona l responsibi l i ty 
they accept when consuming alcohol 
or hos t ing a party," the letter says 

W i e s s P r e s i d e n t Robert Lundin 
said t h e c o m m i t t e e w o r k e d with 
W i e s s Social Vice P re s iden t s Cyrus 
C a r o o m and D o w a r d H u d l o w in 
r e a c h i n g the i r dec is ions . "Basically. 
W i e s s was, in my opinion, well-rep-
r e s e n t e d , " Lundin said. "Most of the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w e s t a n d by 
s t rongly ." 

Wiess asks for South College to be theirs 
by Jen Frazer 

THRKSHKR KDITORIAL STAFF 

Wiess Col lege sent a le t ter to 
P res iden t Malcolm Gillis and Vice 
P res iden t for S tudent Affairs April 
13 officially r e q u e s t i n g that t he new 
South College b e c o m e Wiess . 

T h e move c a m e af ter Lundin and 
W i e s s M a s t e r s J o h n and Pau l a 
Hu tch inson w e r e informed by Vice 
P res iden t for F inance and Adminis-
t ra t ion Dean Curr ie mid-March that 
W i e s s would not be immedia te ly 
rebuil t . 

Many W i e s s s t u d e n t s said they 
fea red they would lose the i r W i e s s 

identity and even the n a m e if the i r 
t e m p o r a r y stay in Sou th Co l l ege 
were e x t e n d e d long e n o u g h for an 
en t i re c lass to have never lived at a 
bu i ld ing n a m e d Wiess . 

W i e s s Cabine t m e m b e r s voted 
u nan imous ly to suppor t the proposal 
to Gillis and Camacho , and in a col-
lege-wide poll April 12, only six of 
164 vo te r s d i sapproved . 

"The m e m b e r s of W i e s s Col lege 
feel s t rongly that th is option pro-
v ides t h e g r e a t e s t oppor tun i ty to 
provide a p e r m a n e n t h o m e for t h e 
co l lege and s u b s e q u e n t l y for t h e 
cu l tu re of t he col lege to f lour ish ," 
Lundin wro te in t he let ter . 

T h e original plan had been for 
W i e s s s t u d e n t s to move into a newly 
c o n s t r u c t e d S o u t h Col lege while 
the i r own bu i ld ing was torn down 
and r e c o n s t r u c t e d . Vice Pres iden t 
for F inance and Administrat ion Dean 
C u r r i e ins tead a n n o u n c e d that the 
bu i ld ing would be u sed for at least 
two y e a r s as t e m p o r a r y Humani t i es 
D e p a r t m e n t off ices and as s to rage 
while F o n d r e n Library, Her r ing Hall, 
and possibly Sewall and Rayzor Halls 
a re r enova ted . 

Gillis will p r e sen t Wies s College 's 
p r e f e r e n c e at the May mee t ing of 
t he Board of T r u s t e e s , which has 
t he final say. 

6633 Travis Street 

Houston, TX 77030 

713-313-4000 

<<B> 
Hilton 

Houston Plaza 

You've earned it 

Indulge you rse l f at t he H i l t on H o u s t o n Plaza. 

We are just nri'nutes f rom the Rice Unive rsity campus a r d of fer spacicus. comfortable 

rooms and luxurious suites. Enjoy our heated pool, sauna, Jacuzzi, state-of-the-art health 

cluo and a fine restaurant. Ask for the special R'ce Univers i ty graduat ion rates n o w 
o 

available. For reservations, call your professional travel agent. 1-8OO-HILTONS or 

the Hilton Houston Plaza at 7 1 3 - 3 1 3 - 4 0 0 0 . 

It happens at the Hilton. 



T H E RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1999 

Students gripe about teaching... is anyone listening? 
It's course evaluation time 
again. HOW RICE STUDENTS CAN EVALUATE TEACHING 

The official evaluation has 
become a biannual ritual at 
Rice, but does it work? Do 
students really have input 
on teaching and tenure? 
And what other ways do 
faculty members have of 
getting feedback on their 
teaching? 

As engineering students, 
we decided to investigate 
how students can provide 
feedback on teaching and 
how faculty can learn from 
their students. 

We found a variety of 
methods through which 
students' comments on 
teaching and classes can be 
communicated to the faculty. 
Each of these methods has a 
different goal. Some are 
designed simply to give the 
teacher feedback, some are 
designed to help the 
university make decisions on 
tenure, promotions and 
salary, and some are 
designed to help students 
select courses. 

No method is complete in 
and of itself. Official 
evaluations, teaching forums 
or teaching awards alone will 
not solve ail the teaching 
problems at Rice. When used 
together, these methods 
complement each other, and 
any real solution must 
include a variety of means of 
evaluation. 

Without a commitment to 
teaching from the faculty and 
administration, no amount 
of student feedback will 
cause change. Likewise, 
without student commitment 
to learning, no teacher can 
be effective. It is imperative 
that students provide useful 
feedback to teachers and 
that teachers take that 
feedback seriously. 

Text by the students of 
Engineering 321: MANDY 
ATEN (computer science 
junior), JOSH HARDY (civil 
engineering senior), JENNA 
LYN HUTCHINS (chemical 
engineering senior), SARAH 
MILLER (civil engineering 
senior) , and CHRISTOF 
SPIELER (civil engineering 
graduate student) 

Official university course evaluations 
Provide department chairs and tenure 
committee information on how well a 
professor teaches. 

Give professor anonymous feedback. 

Assist students in selecting classes. 

Results of the official evaluations are given to 
professors, department chairs and deans, 
published on the Web and used in determin-
ing tenure. When a professor is considered 
for tenure or promotion, the written evalua-
tions for the previous four years are reviewed 
and a summary is presented to the tenure 
board. 

Advantages 
• Student and faculty participation is high. 
• Well-established structure. 
• Doesn't require a lot of effort from the 
students or professors. 
• Role in tenure and salary provides incentive 
for professors to improve. 

Disadvantages 
• Students don't realize their impact on a 
professor's career. 
• Not all students' comments are productive 
or reliable. 
• Tenure is only point in professor's career 
that evaluations have impact. 

Recommendations for students 
• Fill out evaluations for all professors. 
• Write constructive, specific comments on 
written evaluations. 
• Try to separate evaluation of professor 
from evaluation of course content. 

Recommendations for professors 
• Understand that students will give mixed 
responses. 
• Communicate to students that their com-
ments are taken seriously. 

Recommendations for the university 
• Reword the evaluation form. 
• Require professors to hand out evaluations 
at the beginning of class to give students 
more time to do them. 

THE BUBBLE FORM 

When students filled out the Scantron por-
tion of the official course evaluations during 
the fall semester, they noticed some changes. 

The Committee for Undergraduate Teach-
ing, chaired by Political Science Professor 
John Ambler, decided that the form needed 
to be revised to provide more useful feedback 
for the faculty. 

Most students noticed the changes to the 
response range. Ambler explained that this 
was done because the average ranking for 
both professors and courses was too high. By 
adding more choices to the higher end of the 
range, the committee saw averages drop (from 
1.9 in fall 1997 to 2.38 in fall 1998), which 
allows for a more precise assessment of each 
professor. 

More changes to the questions could lead 
to an even better evaluation. The current 
questions emphasize procedure and admin-
istrative details such as returning papers and 
attending classes. An attempt to focus in-
stead on how much the professor encourages 
learning would more clearly reflect the is-
sues in most Rice classes. 

DO THEY COUNT IN TENURE? 

The committee that decides whether a 
professor gets tenure or not is provided with 
summaries of that professor's written evalua-
tions from the past four years. Those summa-
ries are compiled by members of the teach-
ing committee; members who know the pro-
fessor in question are not allowed to do the 
summary. 

We have only anecdotal evidence of the 
role that teaching plays in the tenure deci-
sion. A member of the teaching committee 
said that all of the professors whom he re-
viewed poorly based on their evalutions this 
year were turned down. Another faculty mem-
ber involved in evaluations said that excellent 
researchers will get tenure, bad researchers 
won't get tenure, but decent researchers have 
to be decent teachers to get tenure. 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER EVALUATIONS GET TURNED IN 

Forms go through a complicated and lengthy process: Faculty just got reports for fall 1998. 

BUBBLE FORMS WRITTEN 
EVALUATIONS 

filled out by STUDENT filled out by STUDENT 

to REGISTRAR to REGISTRAR 
(placed online) (copy filed for future use) 

analyzed by 
STATISTICS DEPARTMENT 

report to DEAN reviewed by DEAN 

' " 

report to reviewed by 
DEPARTMENT CHAIR DEPARTMENT CHAIR 

* 

report to returned to 
PROFESSOR 's- : - \ :V 

'• •'; $ i'v % '•:< 

> , , PROFESSOR 

«.f, 'V. 

* :t$ •! -i S \ 4 , V 

• \'v I P 1 

* 

Informal feedback 
Allows a professor to monitor his own 
performance. 

There are many ways for professors to 
solicit student feedback outside of univer-
sity-wide procedures. Professors can hand 
out surveys, ask students to submit com-
ments or concerns anonymously, solicit 
comments in discussion or encourage stu-
dents to talk to them. 

Advantages 
• All of these methods can be tailored to the 
individual class. 
• Professors get feedback during a semester. 
• The methods demonstrate to students 
the professor's interest in their opinions. 
• Professors can get comments on a single 
lecture or assignment or on the whole 
course. '•* 

Disadvantages 
• The more comments students are asked 
to provide, the more time it will take. 
• Informal feedback generally requires an 
environment in which students feel that 
they will not be punished for their com-
ments and that the professor takes those 
comments seriously. 

Recommendations 
Professors who have used solicited in-

formal student feedback, whether in con-
versation, through written comments or on 
surveys have found it useful. We encourage 
professors to do so. Any attempt to require 
professors to use these methods, though, 
will fail. 

Online underground 
course evaluations 
Assist students in course selection. 

Students can visit the UCE Web site 
(,http://riceinfo. rice, edu/projects/ceval) to in-
put course evaluations, which are then avail-
able online. Students rank course quality, 
course difficulty and the professor's teach-
ing ability. Written course comments range 
from the difficulty of the material to advice 
on how to make an A. Comments on the 
professor allow for "sainthood" nominations 
and "take at your own risk" advisories. 

Students input their e-mail addresses in 
order for their submissions to appear online. 
This information remains confidential but 
assures only Rice students add information 
to the system. Students can enter their ma-
jor and class when the course was taken, 
providing online viewers with a chance to 
anticipate their own reaction to the course 
based on the comments of their peers. 

Advantages 
• Student comments are accessible and 
uncensored. 
• Comments on the course and the profes-
sor are separated. 
• Courses taught by multiple professors 
can be compared. 

Disadvantages: 
• Students who have not taken a course can 
evaluate it. 
• Poorly publicized. 

Recommendations: 
• Increase publicity and participation. 
• Link student verification through regis-
trar to ensure validity. 
• Provide statistical analysis (percent of 
students responding, etc.). 

Midterm evaluations 
Didn't work out. 

In 1997, the Student Association tried to 
introduce standardized midterm evalua-
tions. Even after a pilot program, the admin-
istration did not pick up the idea, and it has 

' quietly died. 

http://riceinfo
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Teaching forums 
Generate a dialogue on teaching among 
students and faculty. 

A teaching forum allows faculty and stu-
dents interested in improving teaching to 
brainstorm and discuss ideas. 

Students on the Rice Teaching Commit-
tee arranged and moderated one such fo-
rum March 24 addressing the overall state 
of teaching at Rice. Participants were will-
ing to share ideas, and faculty seemed re-
ceptive to the suggestions of students. 

Advantages 
• Allows for directed advice and questions. 
• Can be held campus-wide, in schools or in 
departments. 
• Students or faculty can take the lead in 
arranging and leading forums. 

Disadvantages 
• Requires faculty to be self-motivated. 
• Campus-wide forums have difficulty ad-
dressing the differing needs of engineer-
ing, science, social science, music, archi-
tecture and humanities majors. 

Recommendations 
More forums should be organized at 

school or department levels. Student inter-
est and attendance must increase for best 
results. 

Senior evaluations 
Gauge overall quality of teaching at Rice 
and within the various departments. 

The Committee on Teaching created the 
Senior Evaluations this year. Sent to half the 
class of 1999 this spring, these surveys first 
asked students to rate various aspects of 
their overall educational experience at Rice, 
then to compare this to teaching in their 
primary majors. 

Advantages 
• Easy way to get an overall picture of the 
quality of teaching. 
• Allows departments to be evaluated 
against a common baseline. Problem de-
partments can then be targeted for future 
action. 
• Seniors have a better perspective on which 
teachers have.been effective. 

Disadvantages 
• Only approximately one-third of seniors 
contacted had responded by press time. 
• Overlooks the quality of individual teach-
ers. 

Recommendations 
• Senior evaluations are a good tool that 
should continue to be developed. 
• Adjust questions based on the quality of 
the responses generated. 
• Send to every graduating senior. 
• Consider shortening the survey. 

Teaching awards 
Identify and reward outstanding teach-
ers. 

Rice presents a variety of teaching awards 
every year. Every award is based on differ-
ent criteria and has a different group select-
ing the recipients. 

Advantages 
• Identifies and rewards outstanding teach-
ers. 

Disadvantages 
• Relatively small number of recipients each 
year decreases incentive. 
• Awards offer no suggestions for improve-
ments. 

• Possible bias toward entertainers. 

Recommendations: 
• Increased emphasis on reporting the rea-
sons behind the selection. 

WHAT FACULTY THINK 

Selected engineering professors were 
asked by e-mail about their reactions 
and thoughts on the evaluations. 

The responding professors use the 
information from the evaluations in 
different ways. While some use the 
evaluations to help wi th textbook 
decisions, another said, "Basically 
they give information in general terms 
as to what aspects of the course are 
most effect ive ... and which need to 
be looked at for improvement in the 
future." 

Professors also have ideas about how 
to improve the process. Suggestions 
range from an orientation for new 
s t u d e n t s t o hav i ng m i d t e r m 
evaluations. The harshest complaint 
about the off icial evaluations is about 
the students, though, as one professor 
said, "I think [ the students] grade the 
faculty far more harshly than the 
faculty grades them." 

The responding professors disagreed 
on the use of the evaluations for 
tenure. Some were very cr i t ical of the 
use of evaluations in tenure, like one 
who said " the evaluations depend not 
just on the instructor and h is /her 
effect iveness, but also on the course 
content and the place it has in the 
s t u d e n t c u l t u r e . " O t h e r s w e r e 
c o n c e r n e d abou t t h e s t u d e n t 
evaluations being the only method of 
evaluating teaching at Rice. Several 
professors believed the evaluations 
should have a large part in deciding 
tenure. Onesaidthey were "invaluable 
in appreciat ing what kind of teacher 
we are considering and how innovative 
and effect ive they are." 

WHO WE ARE 

" ">e *n*tu>-nts 
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Teaching survey results released 

We are eng ineer ing s tuden ts in 
Engineering 321, "The Professional 
Engineer: Roles and Responsibilit ies." 
The intent of the course is to teach 
students to think about processes 
through a semester-long investigation. 

This unusual engineer ing course, 
taught by Civil Engineering Lecturer 
Pat Moo re (R ice ' 5 3 ) , requ i res 
students to take full responsibility for 
the course: select ing the process to 
invest igate, planning how to evaluate 
it and deciding each others' grades. 

We chose to investigate the teaching 
evaluation process at Rice because 
we believe that students should be 
involved in improving teaching. We 
w ant ed to ex plore thee urrent methods 
available for such feedback and to 
suggest improvements and additions 
to these methods. 

Rice c o n s i s t e n t l y r e i t e r a t e s i t s 
c o m m i t m e n t - t o u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
education, a commitment students, 
faculty and administrat ion must take 
seriously. Communicat ion between 
students and faculty is an important 
part of it. 

We hope to i n c r e a s e s t u d e n t 
awareness of opportunit ies to make 
changes in the learning environment 
here at Rice. By informing our peers 
and encouraging them to part icipate 
in these programs, we hope to enrich 
the dialogue between students and 
faculty that makes Rice an excellent 
academic inst i tut ion. 

To add your vo ice , con tac t the 
m e m b e r s of t he C o m m i t t e e on 
Undergraduate Teaching, talk to a 
member of the Student Association 
Senate or wr i te a le t ter to the Thresher. 

TEACH, from Page 6 
vehement minority suggested that for 
some instructors who don't care about 
teaching, there need to be stronger mea-
sures ... that there should be conse-
quences, particularly in terms of salary." 

One student quoted in the report sug-
gested that Rice "hold the professors fi-
nancially accountable for making an effort 
to improve [their teaching]." 

Another suggested, "Make teaching a 
larger consideration in the tenure pro-
cess. ... Make great teaching a priority/ 
necessity in the University's long-term stra-
tegic goals." 

'Tenure's a tough issue," committee 
member and Sid Richardson College se-
nior Ciara Martin said. "It's a challenge to 
the professors to balance research and 
teaching." 

The survey and report offer no immedi-
ate solutions to problems in teaching, but 
the report was issued to all committee 
members this week, and Ambler said they 
will "brainstorm for ideas." 

Of the student suggestions for improv-
ing teaching, the most common were im-
proving organization of lectures and 
classes, encouraging interaction with stu-
dents and communicating more effectively 
with students. 

"There needs to be an open communi-
cation between students and, teachers," 
Martin said. "There has to be a good rela-

tionship to really have the teaching be 
effective." 

"Students have to remember that they 
have a vested interest in teaching. If stu-
dents don't complain when teaching is 
bad, no one else is going to complain," 
Ambler said. 

Martin said that any changes in teach-
ing will probably be slow and a result of 
long-term efforts. "I think it's important to 
reach the young faculty and the new fac-
ulty, to change, over the years, the attitude 
behind the system," Martin said. "We're 
getting there — things are getting better." 

Ambler said looking at faculty peer 
evaluations, another suggestion from stu-
dents, could be a possible step for his 
committee, although peer objectivity 
would be a problem. No single solution to 
the problem of accountability stands out. 
"There ought to be multiple ways of evalu-
ating teachers," he said. 

The survey was motivated by the com-
mittee "wanting to come up with some 
way to evaluate what other students be-
sides Vergel and I were saying," Martin 
said, referring to the other student com-
mittee member, Hanszen College sopho-
more Vergel Cruz. She said she hopes the 
report will be a springboard for concrete 
changes. 

"The report is where suggestions can 
start, but it has to be a community effort to 
be effective," she said. 

\ ̂  n r 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH. 

APR. 29, 1999. 

E D I T O R S ' 

picks 

fr i dav 

! 

i 

f 

f The Fresh Rice Breakers, 

J will team up with KTRU to 

, present a festival of hip-hop 
i 

culture. The event will also 

f involve other Houston-area 
* 

». breaking crews, free food and 
l 

the musical sty lings of Rice 

resident DJs Eddie ? and 

Dennis Lee. 

By Willy's Statue. 1 to 5 p.m. 

f r i d a y 

\ 

JAMFEST 

Wiess College's annual 

groove festival featuring the 

best of Rice's iive musical 

talent was once a venue to 

cruise for impressionable 

little Owls, but now the 

event is simply a time to 

relax before the s t ress of 

finals. Free food, fun 

games and drunken 

dancing for all to enjoy. 

Wiess Acabowl. 

3-6 p.m. and 

8 p.m.-2 a.m. 

o n g o i n g 

I 

HUMANITIES 
9 SITE CAM 
S 

l By far the coolest thing to 

| do at Rice since sitting on 

180 became pass6. 

% Gather some friends 

I together, grab some tasty 

i t reats and be dazzled by 

* the hour-to-hour coverage 

1 of building construction. 

For the most mind-blowing 

view of all, check o*t the 

site around 2 a.m. 

http://www.inetarch.com/ 

onsite/onsite.asp?ADMIN= 

&SITE-Rice&CAMERA = 

Cameral 

NONSTOP 
HIP-HOP 

HOOT HOOT 

Owsley offers little innovation with debut 
J o h n a t h a n Bour land 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Will Owsley claims in his tune 
"Good Old Days" that "looking back 
on yesterday never was my favorite 
thing to do," but his new self-titled 
album suggests the contrary. Owsley 
is a total throwback album that never 
breaks out of unoriginality into any-
thing innovative and exciting. 

' o w s l e y ' 

Owsley 
Rating: * * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

The name's a little confusing. 
Owsley seems to be the preferred 
moniker of s inger/songwriter/gui-
tarist Will Owsley — like Cher, I 
suppose. The other musicians on 
the album are a variable collection of 
other artists, including Millard Pow-
ers, who previously played in a band 
with Owsley and Ben Folds. How-
ever, Owsley can also refer to the 
band, which performed at South by 
Southwest, formed after the record-
ing of the album. 

Owsley is cen te red around a 
theme of nostalgia, as is apparent in 
tracks such as "The Homecoming 
Song" and "Zavelow House." How-
ever, Owsley must have misread the 
street sign when his "mind [went] 
walking down memory lane" — it 
sounds a lot more like "Penny Lane" 
to me. 

The similarity of Owsley's music 
to that of John Lennon and the 
Beatles is unmistakable. The stac-
cato upbeat feel of the guitar on 
track after track has obvious Beatles 

CLUCK CLUCK 

influences. When 1 heard "Sonny 
Boy," I though that it had to be some 
kind of cover; it sounds like Paul 
McCartney singing and the piano is 
straight from Lennon. The melodies 
and various effects borrow heavily 
from the '60s quartet. 

The disc's best qualities are its 
upbeat, somewhat fun music and its 
silly, though uncreative, lyrics. But 
other bands, such as PFR, have done 
the same thing — and they got there 
first. 

Owsley seems to 
b e t h e PREFERRED 

moniker of 
singer/songwriter 
... Will Owsley — 
like CHER, I 
suppose. 

At least the Beatles muddied 
things up, though. Owsley gets stuck 
on one or two sounds, making the 
tracks all sound rather similar. The 
sound is too clean and thus too bor-
ing. 

There 's nothing new about what 
the band's doing. The obligatory 
guitar solos are typical and less than 
impressive. The bass gets a little 
interesting, especially in "Sonny 
Boy," but this could still get stepped 
up a notch or two. 

Hints of creativity and originality 
are visible through the facade of 
Beatles pop at the ends of "The Sky 
is Falling" and "Class Clown." The 
former ends with a sort of progres-
sive organ bit, while the finale of 
"Class Clown" is an unexpected re-

Dixie Chicks steal spotlight 
from Strait at music festival 
Krista Brookhar t 
FOR THE THRESHER 

It was the perfect day for a coun-
try music festival. The skies were 
blue over Rice Stadium and the whole 
gang was there: Jack Daniels, Chevy 
Truck, Skoal, women in turquoise 
pocketless jeans ... and of course. 
Asleep at the Wheel, Mark Wills, Jo 
Dee Messina, Kenny Chesney, the 
Dixie Chicks, Tim McGraw and 
George Strait. 

The music scene inside of the 
stadium was slow to start. At least 
half of the concertgoers were out-
side in GPC Straitland, half a park-
ing lot full of beer tents and cowboys 
running around slapping 93Q Coun-
try stickers on one another 's butts. I, 
on the other hand, was inside, get-
ting sunburned and being less-than 
impressed with Asleep at the Wheel's 
and Mark Wills' sappy slow songs 
about heaven and yellow lines. 

Things started to pick up or at 
least get more interesting when a 
somewhat spastic Jo Dee Messina 
came on stage, strutting and bang-
ing on drums. She played tunes such 
as "Heads Carolina, Tails Califor-
nia," but they weren't the flawless 
recordings you hear on the radio. 
However, what she lacked in tune, 
she made up for in bizarreness, with 
her covers of "Hip to be Square" and 
Gloria Estefan 's "Turn the Beat 
Ai i Hind." 

Cliesney's soft sing-
ing was pleasant, but 
completely dwarfed by 
the Dixie Chicks, who 
pranced and headbang-
cd in all of their plati-
num blonde glory. They 
stole the show, in my 
opinion, and were just 
as twangy, funky and 
harmonious as on their 
a lbum Lead s inger 

Natalie Maines was a true performer, 
who left the hicks behind me dumb-
founded. "Is she on* drugs?" they 
asked. "Doesn't she know this is a 
country music concert?" 

By that time, I'd been there for 
five hours already, and it was defi-
nitely time for a bathroom break. 
After waiting in a 30-minute line for 
the women's room, 1 emerged only 
to see a grinning toothless man with 
a Confederate flag handkerchief on 
his head. He ran out of the men's 
room exclaiming, "Hey, there ' s 
women folk in there!" while waving 
his camera in the air. I ran, pitying 
those women who thought they were 
getting a shortcut to a stall, only to 
end up with their pants down on that 
grungy man's one-hour prints. 

A very hip Tim McGraw was up 
next, and he did it all. He sang per-
fectly with just the right amount of 
crowd participation. He even came 
out for an encore and sang "It's Your 
Love," while holding up a cell phone 
supposedly connected to wife/duet 
partner Faith Hill. But considering 
the amount of blatant advertising at 
the music festival, it seemed a little 
fishy. Nokia, which makes cellular 
phones, happened to be a sponsor. 

Finally, around 8:45 p.m., the 
lights went out and the Man himself 
took the stage. George Strait didn't 
talk much, but he sure did play. For 
almost two hours, couples swayed, 
middle-aged women swooned and 
lighters flickered. He was good but 
relaxed like a good ol'country gentle-
man should be. 

So after 10 hours and just as many 
splinters in my bottom, I headed out 
of the stadium with the masses, tired 
but happy. 

And although it may have been 
George's festival, it was definitely 
Dixie Chicks songs I was humming 
as I left. 

A I R E D A L E B R O S / G I A N T R E C O R L ' ' -

Will Owsley, who fronts his namesake band, released his debut last month. 

prise of a previous track. 
if Owsley had thrown in twists 

like these through the whole album, 
he could have saved his project. As it 
is, there is too much straightforward 

pop and lackadaisical singing. 
Though Owsley is slightly fun, it's 

not inventive. You would be much 
better off buying Abbey Road or The 
!Vhite Album instead. 

TWEET TWEET 

Wilco album pleases fans 
despite studio additives 
Mariel Tam 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

W i l c o ' s t h i rd a l b u m , 
Summerteeth, is full of honest , 
halfway-in-love songs, a mix of 
sparse keyboard/gui tar melo-
dies and more fleshed-out full-, 
fledged pop tunes . 

What t ies together Summer-
tee th ' s juxtaposit ion of jittery, 
driving pop and minimal is t , 
dreamy, reflective melodies is 
their lushness and loneliness. 

' s u m m e r t e e t h ' 

Wilco 
Rating: * * * * ( o u t of five) 

For a band with alt-country 
roots-rock origins — no mat ter 
how straightforward r o c k / p o p 
it may be nowadays — Wilco 
s e e m s to have a lot of studio 
embel l i shments . The e f f e c t s 
tend to fit in place; most, like 
the clapping in the background 
of "Nothing'severgonnastaftdin-
myway(again)," aren't overbear-
ing. 

The synthesizers in "A Shot 
in the Arm" also work, contrib-
uting to the sense of urgency in 
frontman Jeff Tweedy's vocals. 
The timpani, however, some-
what mar the song — the drum 
rolls interrupting the chorus 
sound hokey and overly slick. 

| Take a listen to track 17, a not 
drastically different remix of "A 
Shot in the Arm," which lacks 
the timpani. This version flowed 
so much more naturally that I 
didn't even notice what w a s 
different uinil I realized that what 
I'd disliked about the first ver-

sion w a s absent . 
"A Shot in the Arm" is other-

wise a touching song, about a 
person in a changing relation-
ship. It 's bookended by some 
lovely lyrics: "The ashtray s a y s / 
You were up all night" and "What 
you once were isn't what /You 
want to be any more." 

Other studio e f fec t s are over-
done, but consciously so. The 
birds chirrupping in "Summer 
Teeth" are the most evident of 
the a lbum's unnatural studio 
touches , but they add to the 
irony of the song. 

Musically, "Summer Teeth" 
is decidedly Upbeat: cheerful 
sounds of birds twittering, care-
free gui tars by Jay Bennett and 
T w e e d y , b a c k e d by John 
S t i r r a t t ' s b a s s and s o m e 
"ooooh"s and "aaahh"s . Its su-
perficial bl issfulness, however, 
belies lyrics about an unhappy 
man ' s life: "One summer a sui-
cide ... he hits snooze twice 
before he dies," Tweedy sings. 

These c a t c h y , more pop-
driven songs are tempered with 
quiet, earnest moments , and 
vice versa — for ins tance, the 
resigned final lines of "Via Chi-
cago" are trailed immediately 
by the rising s t ra ins of "ELT." 

Of the album, "She ' s a Jar" is 
lyrically the most beautiful track 
— a simple, dreamy-deiirious 
song withTweedy on vocalstrip-
ping his way through the cho-
rus, where you'll find no cl iches: 
"She ' s a j a r / W i t h a heavy lid/ 
My pop quiz k id /A s l eepy 
kisser." 

These lyrics, like plmost all 
throughout the album, are wide 
open to interpretation. Who is 

See SYNTH, Page 12 

http://www.inetarch.com/
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sampler 
-

r e c e n t r e l e a s e s 

'SEVEN MORE 
MINUTES' 

The Rentals 

'GOOD MORNING 
SPIDER' 

Sparklehorse 

TRAY FOR MO JO' 

Mustard Plug 

<UTOPIA PARKWAY' 

Fountains of Wayne 

t h e r e n t a l s 'SEVEN MORE 
MINUTES' 

I've always had a soft spot for a 
catchy pop song. T h e r e is nothing 
quite like bounc ing a round the room 
to a glor ious tune to m a k e you forget 
all the c rap you 've been t h rough in a 
typical Rice day. T h e new Rentals 
release, Seven More Minutes, con-
tains e n o u g h ene rgy and new-wave 
beauty to k e e p you bounc ing around 
the room for the rest of the semes-
ter. 

It's been th ree yea r s since the 
Rentals ' first a lbum, Return of the 
Rentals, and their latest collection of 
songs is well worth the wait. T h e 
first single, "Get t ing By," hits fast 
and hard , layer ing a Clash-like gui-
tar line over a ki tschy synthes izer 
melody. T h e whole a lbum is an amal-
gam of such styles and textures . T h e 
song "Hello, Hello" is r eminscen t of 
early S m a s h i n g P u m p k i n s power 
chords , while "Insomnia" pushes the 
punk envelope. 

T h e two years spent record ing 
Seven More Minuteswere well spent . 
T h e t e x t u r e s b l e n d e f f e c t i v e l y 
though awkwardly, which is part of 
the record ' s cha rm. 

T h e a lbum ' s Strongest m o m e n t s 
come in the synthesizer-driven pop 
songs . "The Cruise," "Barcelona" 
and "Get t ing By" are wonderful ly 
craf ted and immediate ly incite the 
desire to h o p up and down. 

T h e w e a k e r p o i n t s a r e t h e 
record ' s s lower songs . Ballads like 
"Say Goodbye Forever" and "Jump-
ing Around" d rag on a bit too long to 
hold interest ; however , they are far 
f rom be ing poor songs . 

T h e record also h a s its sha re of 
s lower s o n g s that do work. "Big 
Daddy C." s e e m s like a d runken 
soccer sing-along with c rowds chant-
ing "hey" and "ho." 

Damon Albarn, Blur 's lead singer, 
m a k e s an appearance in this song 
and is one of the n u m e r o u s gues t 
s tars on the a lbum. Elastica 's Donna 
Mat thews joins the Rentals for t h r ee 
songs, as d o e s Petra Haden (head-
liner at the recen t KTRU Outdoor 
Show). 

'Hie Rentals have suceeded in 
craft ing an excellent pop record with 
their new re lease . 

Filled with seeming ly r a n d o m 
sounds and lyrics like "The man with 
two bra ids is all about sex," Seven 
More Minutes c o m e s toge the r as an 
energe t ic good t ime to be savored 
over and over again. 

— Ryan Do honey 

s p a r k l e h o r s e 

'GOOD MORNING 
SPIDER' 

Spark lehorse (Mark Linkous) is 
a weird one — at once t ender and 
angry, vulnerable and sensitive to a 
fault, but rub h im the wrong way and 
watch the spa rks fly. 

Part of a new breed of quirky pop 
music ians including Smog, Neutral 
Milk Hotel and o thers , Spark lehorse 
knows its pop moves but t empers its 
sacchar ine na ture with a very noisy 
edge. 

Good Morning Spider is an a lbum 
about Linkous ' f rus t ra t ions with life, 
isolation and a recent accident that 
has left h im without the full use of 
his legs. 

T h e opener , "Pig," lashes out at 
his fee l ings of he lp l e s snes s with 
some quite graphic imagery. T h e 
s c r e a m i n g , d i s t o r t ed voca ls and 
punji-inflected d r u m s soon give way 
to the acoust ic "Saint Mary," a com-
plete about-fece. T h e only constant 
is a sense,of isolation and pain. Here 
and there , Linkous leaves a little 
s m u d g e of happiness , a little sun-
shine th rough t h e gray, but for the 
most part, it's dark , da rk and dark. 
But what a picture h e manages to 
paint. 

Good Morning Spider is mostly a 
one-man affair, bu t th rough very cre-
ative u s e s of keyboa rds and d rum 
m a c h i n e s , it s o u n d s m o r e full-
f ledged than many real band out-
ings. 

Linkous definitely knows how to 
w r i t e so l i d s o n g s — "S ick of 
Goodbyes" is one of the best Re-
p lacements -esque s ingalongs in re-
cent m e m o r y — but each track has 
enough in teres t ing ins t rumentat ion 
and lyrical gen ius to k e e p you f rom 
falling as leep or hi t t ing the skip but-
ton. 

T h e only reason you might want 
to s top the album is to keep f rom 
falling u n d e r a de luge of sorrow — 
the guy is not a happy c a m p e r . 
T h e r e ' s good r e a s o n why Thorn 
Yorke of Radiohead cites Sparkle-
ho r se as h is favorite band; while 
Radiohead ' s melancholy is of a dif-
ferent b reed , the re is the same sense 
of disconnection in both bands 'work . 

— John C'hao 

m u s t a r d p l u g 

C O U R T E S Y H O P E L E S S R E C O " : 

The boys of Mustard Plug show off their debonair s k a s ty l e . The Thresher will in te rv iew t h e r i s ing s k a e n s e m b l e a t 

the i r concert tomorrow night at Fitzgerald 's. 

I'ray for Mojo is not exac t ly 
groundbreaking , but do you think a 
band named after a condiment re-
ally cares? 

— Matt Frost 

f o u n t a i n s o f w a y n e 

TRAY FOR MOJO' 
W h a t the hell is a Mustard Plug? 

Bes ides sound ing disturbingly simi-
lar to some th ing you might find at an 
adult books tore , it's the unofficial 
t e rm for the dried bit of mustard that 
seals up t h e end of a mus ta rd bottle 
that hasn ' t been used for a while. 

It 's also the n a m e of a ska-punk 
band f rom Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Despi te the massive invasion of 
ska-punk bands in the last few years . 
M u s t a r d Plug m a n a g e s to distin-
guish itself f rom the crowd with its 
new album, Pray for Mojo. 

T h e band ' s third re lease contin-
ues its evolution and maturat ion, 
which began with Evildoers Beware!, 
its second album. Mojo is light years 
ahead of Mus ta rd Plug 's debut . Big 
Daddy Multitude, a record charac-
terized by lame monotony. Mojo al-
lows band m e m b e r s to display their 
full range, f rom skank to punk to 
melody. 

In s o m e songs , like "Send You 
Back," the band b lends the bouncy 
skank of Colin Clive's gui tar with his 
distorted chord buzz. In "Away From 
Here," Clive depar t s f rom his power 
c h o r d s and s i n g e r D a v e Kirch-
g e s s n e r gives h is gravelly, s lurred 
vocals a rest , resul t ing in a much 
more melodic, old-school sound. 

At o the r t imes, as in "Throw a 
Bomb," the band goes way back to 
its roots and gives you some good 
old punk flavor. T h e resul t ing me-
lange projec ts the youthful aura long 
associa ted with Mus ta rd Plug. 

While its songs a re still mostly 
about re la t ionships and dr inking, 
Mus ta rd Plug h a s managed to avoid 
falling into the punk-ska band mold, 
unlike many of its Southern Califor-
nia coun te rpa r t s . 

'UTOPIA PARKWAY' 
A novelty song needs someth ing 

extra to be more than just ano ther 
novelty song, to avoid be ing rel-
egated to the dusty stacks, to give it 
lasting power. 

If you ' re a band with off beat 
tunes, note that a good pop hook 
some t imes works; clever lyrics, not 
just funny ones, help. (Just looking 
cute won't save you because most 
t eenyboppers g row up.) Founta ins 
of Wayne make a valiant go at tran-
scending novelty in their sophomore 
a lbum, Utopia Parkway, to s o m e 
success . 

What does work in this a lbum is 
C h r i s C o l l i n g w o o d and A d a m 
Schles inger ' s vivid portrait of subur-
bia — almost all of the songs m e s h 
together , each one neatly skewer ing 
some aspect of life in a bland, middle-
America Eve'rytown. 

T h e nicely titled "The Valley of 
the Malls" desc r ibes RVs crusading 
across the country, their inhabitants 
in search of shopping 's holy grail. 
T h e charac te r in "Red Dragon Tat-
too" goes unde r the needle to im-
press a girl by looking "more like 
that guy from Korn," but his dorky 
core is given away by bringing "some 
Bactine to prevent infection." 

"Prom Theme" is as hokey-sound-
ing as its title sugges ts , with bitter 
lyrics like "We'll rent expensive ca r s / 
And dream our d r e a m s / O f a perfect 
night" and "We'll never be the same./ 
We'll forget each o ther ' s names," 
set to inoffensive Muzak. 

So with all this i rreverent atti-
tude, it's unders tandable that the 
more personal songs — like the 
wannabe-sensit ive "Hat and Feet" 
and the love song 'T roub led Times" 
— seem out of place. Surrounded by 
wry songs, they sound pretty artifi-
cial, even t h o u g h they probably 
weren ' t meant to. 

Still, smart lyrics won't always 
save you. I find the music behind the 
words to be noth ing special — it 
t ends to be as gener ic as the songs ' 
subject matter . T h o u g h Founta ins 
of Wayne 's silly, satirical lyrics won-
derfully conjure up life in a depress-
ing, kitschy t iber-suburb, I don't see 
myself listening to this a lbum much 
a couple of m o n t h s down the road. 

— Mariel Tarn 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

(713)523-7770 

M E D I U M P I Z Z A 

O n e M e d i u m 

O n e - T o p p i n g Pizza 

(k 1 D r i n k 

$> 6 46 
j O f f e r valid wtth c o u p o n only. Prices may V.HY. C u s i o m e r pavs saie.S 

tax w h e r e app l i cab le . D r i v e r s carry less than $ 2 0 . C a s h value 1 •'?l 

1 A R C F P I Z Z A 

O n e Large ^ ^ 5 O 

O n e - T o p p i n g Pizza 4 ^ / 

D r i n k s f ! 

O f f e r v j l . J w i t h c o u p o n vinlv. Prici-4 inav vary. C u s t o m e r pays salt's j 

^ tax whe.v ; p p i i c a M e D r i v e r s carrv less than $ 2 0 . ("ash va lue 1 /20C y 
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LONELY BASTARD 

My Friend Steve brings a little 'Hope' to pop 
Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

If you ' re a regu lar l is tener to high-
rotation, ma ins t r eam radio, you 've 
probably hea rd "Charmed , " the re-
cent s ingle f rom the Orlando, Fla.-
based pop band My Fr iend Steve. 
And b e c a u s e of the song ' s melody, 
quick pace and vocals, you probably 
t hough t it was the latest re lease f rom 
the Gin Blossoms . But the rest of the 
songs on the band ' s debu t a lbum 
Hope & Wait sound noth ing like the 
Gin Blossoms . 

' h o p e & w a i t ' 

My Friend Steve 
Rating: <* + • (out of five) 

Sure, My Fr iend Steve doesn ' t 
have the mos t original sound in the 
world. As far as al ternative mus ic 
goes , My Friend Steve is pretty stan-
dard fare. T h e i r five-man l ineup (two 
guitaris ts , a keyboardis t , a bassis t 
and a dru m m e r — f o u r of whom s ing 
voca l s ) l e n d s t h e m a C o u n t i n g 
Crows-esque sound , and f ron tman 
and songwri te r Steven Burry ' s voice 
is a lmost too close to Adam Durilz 's . 

But d e s p i t e all t h e s imi lar i ty 
a m o n g the majority of Hope & Wait's 
songs , My Fr iend Steve r e m a i n s 
f resh and very witty. T h e a lbum ' s 
first single, "The Schooling," a mod-
erately paced an them, m a k e s a good 
lead track for t h e a lbum — t h o u g h I 
can't really forgive Burry ' s c l iched 
first line, "What do you see w h e n all 
that s u r r o u n d s you is da rkness?" 

T h e a lbum's bes t track is "Arnie," 
a dark (but not angst - r idden) song 
h igh l igh ted by a repetit ive bea t and 
a quie t violin. "Arnie" c o m b i n e s a 
solid melody (reminiscent of a Simon 
and Garfunkel tune) with moder -

COURTESY M A M M O T H RECORDS 

Steven Burry (right), head songwriter and frontman for My Friend Steve, will 
continue to lead the band to pop success at Sunday's Buzz Festival at the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, sponsored by 107.5 FM. 

ately in teres t ing lyrics ("He s leeps 
with the bearded l ady /So does the 
guy that swallows knives"). 

Another good momen t on the al-
b u m is "Chandel iers ," a quiet ballad 
that actually h a s nice imagery: "For 
too many a t ime the se rigid stones, 
t h e s e d iamond tears / With the num-
b e r s so grea t / They 've formed chan-
del ie rs f rom you." I 'm not used to 
good imagery in pop songs, so this 
was both d isconcer t ing and refresh-
ing. 

T h e songs on Hope & Wait are 
fairly formulaic. I found it t rying to 
l isten to all 45 minu tes of the album 
in one sitting. And while My Friend 
Steve 's formula p reven ts the album 
f r o m be ing grea t or grou ndbreak ing 
in any way, the songs that stick to 
t h e formula m a k e for an enjoyable 
l isten. On the o ther hand, the one 
song that does break out of the band's 
gen re , "Better Left Behind," really 

doesn ' t work at all and is a sore spot 
in the album. 

T h e great th ing about My Friend 
Steve is that it isn't as heavy-handed 
or annoying as other high-frequency-
play bands like Third Eye Blind or 
Matchbox 20. Its songs aren ' t about 
how big and bad the world and soci-
ety are; anything remotely unhappy 
on this a lbum is personal and spe-
cific. 

My Friend Steve isn't anything 
monumen ta l as far as the g rand 
s c h e m e of rock and roll is concerned. 
Really, they ' re a more-than-decent 
band that ha s a hit single right now 
and will most likely be forgot ten in a 
year. Hopefully, though , they won't 
be, and will go on to m a k e an a lbum 
even be t te r than this one. 

My Friend Steve is not a band 1 
would have expected to m a k e it in 
the popular arena, but I'm glad it 
has. 

Introducing 
Grande Meals $9.99 

Enough for you and 3 girls 
Yeah, you wish. 

Get your choice of any 10 Crunchy or Soft Tacos or Bean Burritos, 
plus a big ol' order of Nachos BellGrande® plus a Mexican Pizza. All 

for a super low $9.99. So hurry in to a participating TACO BELL® 
location now, because this great deal isn't just a fantasy. 

Excludes chicken and steak products. Available at participating TACO BELL® locations Limited I,me only. Price excludes tax. ©1999 Taco Bell Corp. 

Grande Meal" for $9-99 
Choose any 10 Crunchy or Soft Tacos or 
Bean Burritos plus a Nachos BellGrande. 
plus a Mexican Pizza 
Excludes chicken and steak products. Valid at participating 
TACO BELL® locations. For a limited time Void it copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Cash value 1 /20th cent. 
Tax extra. Not valid with any other offer. 01999 Taco Bell Corp 

Expires 5 /9 /99 I Get a 32oz soft drink for 
\ only 990 with the purchase 
I of a Grande Meal™ 

No limit. Valid at participating TACO BELL® locations. 
For a limited time. Void if copied or transferred and 
where prohibited. Cash value 1 /20th cent. Tax extra. 
Not valid with anv other offer <?1999 Taco Bell Corp. 

Expires 5 /9 /9 

'Summer teeth' exposes 
entrancing vulnerability 
SYNTH, from Page 10 
th is "she" — girlfriend, daugh-
ter, wife? The song finds the 
listener sti l l trying to label the 
unnamed girl when the last line 
comes as a blow: Where earlier 
in the chorus he sang, "She 
begs me not to miss her," 
Tweedy subst i tutes "h i t " for 
"miss." "She's a Jar" doesn't 
try to be a song about abuse, 
which is why this line, abruptly 
ending the t rack, hits wi th a 
sudden fierceness that isn't at 
all forced. 

Summerteeth suffers from 
the presence of one throw away. 
"We're Just Friends" c locks in 
under three minutes and, as the 
t i t le suggests, i t 's a song about 
the cl ich6d ending of a relation-
ship. Not only is its subject 
matter annoyingly whlny wi th 

no new insight revealed, even 
Tweedy's singing reflects that . 

But real honesty, not awhiny-
voiced at tempt at it, comes 
through in other songs like "Via 
Chicago" and "How to Fight 
Lonel iness." Here, Tweedy's 
vocals appear at the forefront, 
w i th background music kept to 
a minimum, wi th just a whisper 
of guitars, bass, Bennett 's key-
boards and Ken Coomer's drums. 

Without the armor of instru-
ments, the singer appears al-
most painfully vulnerable. This 
earnestness in Wi lco's lyrics, 
c o m b i n e d w i t h s u i t a b l y 
minimalist instrumentat ion or 
foot-tapping pop/rock melodies, 
paints the vivid feelings of love 
and l o n e l i n e s s t h a t make 
Summerteeth such a beautiful 
album. 

JAY BLAKE SBERG/REP RISE RECORDS 

The emotionally sensitive foursome Wiico grin and bares their 
Summerteeth for their new release. 

STUDENT TRAVEL 
This ain't your parent's travel agency. 

W i t h our staff of experienced 

travelers, a global network 

of offices, great prices, 

t icket f lex ib i l i ty and 

a ton of travel 

services, w e know 

f i rsthand w h a t it 

takes to put 

together a 

mind-b lowing 

trip 

London $540 

/ Frankfurt $629 

Amsterdam.^.$682 

j u s t remember to thank 

mom foi packing 

your suitcase. 

(800) 777-0112 STA TRAVEL 
All lar t . 'b a k ' n >un(l U ' p . T*.,•, i : , „ . i . J. WE'VE BEEN THERE. 

BOOK YOUR TICKETS ON-LINE www.s ta t rave l .com 

http://www.statravel.com
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byRikiConrey 
The new Alternative Food Club 

was founded to raise awareness of 
student dissatisfaction with Central 
Kitchen food service. One of the 
many things s tudents complain 
about is short food service hours, 
especially on weekends. Students 
who live on campus must fend for 
themselves on weekend nights, and 
many end up going out to dinner. 
Obviously, the habit of eating out for 
two nights every week can be diffi-
cult to sustain with the average in-
come of a college student. 

Crispy Potato Cubes 

Ingredients: 

5 new potatoes 

3 cups of water 

2 tablespoons of 

paprika 

dill 

OR 

dried basil 

Can of spray oil 

Salt and pepper 

However, some students may be 
surprised to learn that there are 
kitchens in each college open for 
student use 24 hours a day. They are 
usually s t rewn with empty 
Tupperware and stolen CK utensils, 
but beneath the layers of debris are 
working stoves and ovens. 

Most Rice students know that it 
is much less expensive to cook than 
to eat at a restaurant. Less well 
known, however, is that it is not 
difficult, or particularly time-consum-
ing to cook your own food. The fol-
lowing is an easy, quick recipe that 1 
invented after moving off campus 
and losing my meal plan. 

When you go to the grocery store, 
remember that new potatoes are not 
big baking potatoes that look fresh. 
New potatoes are small, red pota-
toes, which can be found at any gro-
cery store. Good potatoes are easy 
to select; don't buy squishy ones or 
ones with mold on them. All the rest 
are probably good. 

Any of the three spices is accept-

able in this recipe, and all are readily 
available. Dried basil is used in many 
recipes, so if you're seriously plan-
ning on learning to cook, buy it as a 
staple and keep it around for later. 
The cheapest spices are the ones 
that come in baggies. Check the 
walls near the produce section in 
any grocery store. 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees, 
and begin ingredient preparation by 
washing the potatoes. Because they 
are not peeled in this recipe, it is 
important that they be thoroughly 
scrubbed. 

Cut the potatoes into chunks with 
any available knife. A chefs knife, 
one of those big knives that Julia 
Child uses, is ideal. However, you 
can use a paring knife or even a 
pocket-knife in a pinch. The chunks 
should not measure more than about 
three quarters of an inch on a side, 
or they will not cook properly. 

Materials: 

Mixing bowl 

Paper towels 

Baking sheet 

Spatula 

Knife 

When all the potatoes are cut, 
place them in the mixing bowl and 
cover them with water. Leave them 
to soak for -15 minutes. 

Spray a baking sheet with oil. 
When the potatoes are done soak-

ing, take them out of the water and 
lay them on paper towels for a few 
seconds to drain. Place them on the 
baking sheet, sprinkle them with 
the spice of your choice and put the 
sheet in the oven. 

After lOminutes, use a potholder 
to remove the baking sheet from the 
oven and turn the potatoes over with 
a spatula. Put them back in the oven 
for another 15 minutes. When you 
take them out the second time, use a 
fork to test them. If the fork goes 
through easily, they are done. If it 
doesn't, put them back in the oven 
for 10 more minutes. When the pota-
toes are done, salt and pepper them 
to taste and allow them to cool for 10 
minutes. This recipe usually serves 
about two people. 

by Rae Buena Vista 

Depression is the latest buzz-
word on the three-martini-lunch cir-
cuit. Prozac is the yuppie drug; 
everybody's got some. But what is 
depression, and what does Prozac 
do about it? It's fairly exciting that 
we have a legal medication that 
makes you happy. Except that it 
doesn't. 

Sorry to disappoint, but Prozac 
and the other selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors do not simply 
mess with your moods so you're 
always on cloud nine. 

They don't make your latest 
nasty breakup fun, and they won't 
make it easier to deal with your 
schoolwork or your parents. All 
Prozac and Zoloft do is rebalance 
your brain so that you have a level 
playing field to deal with your emo-
tions. What follows is a description 
of what depression is and what you 
can do about it. 

M A J O R D E P R E S S I O N 
Depression is diagnosed 

through the identification of a nu m-
ber of emotional, cognitive and be-
havioral symptoms. According to 
the American College Health Asso-
ciation, depressed people have per-
sistent feelings of sadness, hope-
lessness or guilt. They may have 
trouble sleeping, making decisions 
or eating normally. 

The difference between sadness 
and depression is an important one. 
Sadness is caused by an event like 
a death or a failing grade on a pa-
per. 

Sadness, even terrible sadness, 
eventually goes away. Depression 
is related to an imbalance of a 
chemical called serotonin in the 
brain. Depression is usually not 
related to life events, and it does 
not go away. That was important, 
so I'll say it again: Depression does 
not go away. 

Mmm ... serotonin 
Treatments for depression are 

now quite effective. According to 
Lindley Doran from the Rice Coun-
seling Center, 80 to 90 percent of 

Depression 
people diagnosed with depression 
can be helped through therapy, 
medication or both. For clinical 
types of depression, the most com-
mon psychopharmaceutical treat-
ments are selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors. SSRls allow 
more of the mood-related seroto-
nin to flow in the brain. 

No, this does not mean that se-
rotonin makes you happy, or that 
more serotonin makes you more 
happy. Sorry. If there is no seroto-
nin imbalance in the brain, SSRIs 
will not affect mood. So, if you're 
not sick, Prozac won't make you 
better. These medications some-
times have side effects that range 
from dry mouth to sexual prob-
lems. However, the risks involved 
are minimal, and often the side 
effects go away. 

Depression is not related 

to life events, and it does 

not go away. That was 

important, so I'll say it 

again: Depression does 

not go away. 

Ve must look to ze muzzah ... 
Therapy is also a common treat-

ment for depression. Contrary to 
popular belief, therapists will not 
usually try to convince you that 
your problems all stem from your 
witnessing your own conception. 
According to the National Institute 
of Mental Health, the two most 
popular fo rms of depress ion 
therapy are talking therapy and 
behavioral therapy. 

In talking therapy, the patient 
works out his problems by talking 
with a therapist. In behavioral 
therapy, a therapist works with a 
patient to establish patterns of be-
havior that will help end the cycle 
of depression. 

BIPOLAR DISORDER 
Bipolar disorder, also known as 

manic depression, is a separate con-
dition from the clinical depression 
discussed above. 'Hie symptoms 
for bipolar disorder can include 
things such as an inflated sense of 
self-esteem and disconnected rat-
ing thoughts, according to the 
NIMH. That translates to massive 
mood swings. The patient can go 
from suicidal to ecstatic sometimes 
within a matter of days. 

Treatment for bipolar disorder 
is almost exclusively chemical and 
includes mood stabilizers such as 
lithium and, in severe cases, elec-
troconvulsive therapy. 

HELP FOR SUFFERERS 
The Rice Counseling Center 

staff is the first place for students 
who think they might be depressed 
to turn. Call (713) 527-8750 during 
business hours to make an appoint-
ment, then take yourself over to 
I^ovett Hall, Room 301 at the appro-
priate time. It's easy. 

You can also talk to members of 
College Assistance Peer Program 
in your college or to your college 
masters and resident associates. If 
it isn't possible for you to go to the 
RCC or if it's an emergency, call 
the Peer Health Information and 
Support Hotline at (713) 569-4000, 
and they'll give you the numbers 
for off-campus resources. 

FRIENDS OF SUFFERERS 
The RCC suggests that people 

who think someone they know is 
depressed should provide re-
sources and information in addi-
tion to a shoulder to cry on. Try 
explaining symptoms and provid-
ing the phone numbers of counse-
lors, since depression sufferers of-
ten don't see the symptoms in them-
selves. Depression is a real illness, 
and it can negatively affect not only 
the sufferer but people close to 
her. It is normal to feel frustrated 
when someone you know is ill, but 
remember that you are mad at the 
illness and not at the person. 

SHOP SMART: 
Order BOOKS for re-
quired classes on the 
Net. You'll SAVE money. 

STOP AND SMELL: 
Groundskeeper Nancy Rowe has seeded the field 
near Dell Butcher Hall wi th WILDFLOWERS. G e t 
your taste of HOUSTON WILDERNESS. 

The wedding of William Li and Campanile 
Editor in Chief Louren Reed last Saturday was 
an event not to be missed. The Thresher 
certainly didn't think so, as almost the entire 
editorial staff turned up to celebrate with the 
happy couple. 

With so many opportunities at Rice to get 
slobberingly drunk on bad beer and spill pizza 
sauce down our shirts, it is refreshing to get 
dressed up and go out dancing at a party 
where all eyes on are someone else. 

Eventually, we scenesters managed to pry 
our champagne-goggled eyes off the bride 
and groom and discover the thousands of tiny 
sparks which flickered between the guests in 
the posh ballroom of the Windham Warwick 
Hotel. £ 

We all know about the importance of good 
company at an event as monumental as a 
wedding. Amy Krivohlavek, pictured at right, 
seems well aware of this fact as she enjoys a 
poingnant moment with post-teen heartthrob 
Daniel Attaway. Clasping young Amy's hand 
tightly, Daniel asks the all-important question, 
"How do you get your tonsils so gosh-darn 
clean?" ABI COHEN/COURTESY LOUREN REED 

The best pizza in town ... Honest! 

U N I V E R S I T Y AT G R E E N B R I A R 

664-5700 

Bring this Coupon 
for our pick up special! 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/One Topping, $6 

T A K E OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 5 30 W 
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with Overdraft Courtesy! 

Check out all the reasons why IBC's 
Free Checking is really free: 

• Overdraft Courtesy* 
up to $300 or $500 

• Free of monthly 
service charge 

• Free of minimum 
balance requirement 

• Free IBC ATM card 

• Free IBC ATM usage 
with Overdraft 
Courtesy 

• Only $50 opens 
your account 

• First order of 
printed checks free 

Visit one of IBC's six locations today 
to get your IBC Free Checking! 

•IBC 
International Bank of Commerce 

We do more 

(713) 526-1211 
www.iboc.com 

M e m b e r f D I C / l n t e m a t i o n a l Bancshares C o r p o r a t i o n * Ef fect ive 30 days a f te r a c c o u n t is o p e n e d E, q u a l i f i e d 

http://www.iboc.com
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Senior Efe llstundag hits a backhand in his 7-6, 0-6, 7-6 upset of SMU's Ignacio Hirigoyen, the sixth-ranked player in the 
nation. Ustundag hopes to end his storied Rice career with strong showings at both the WAC and NCAA Championships. 

Ustundag serves Turkey with his Rice 
Owls'No. 1 recovers from dismal freshman year to lead school, country 

by Ben Wes ton 
THRKSHKK K1MTOKIAI STAFF 

T h e r e were t imes when he jus t 
wanted to run . Forge t tennis , fo rge t 
Rice, forget the club bacRvhome, 
forget rich relatives, forget i t W His 
knee hur t , h is t e a m was horr ib le and 
noth ing was go ing r ight . 

Efe Us tundag had a mise rab le 
f r e s h m a n y e a r . H e c a m e in on 
c ru t ches because of a k n e e injury 
susta ined in the European Champi-
onships , aggravated the injury dur-
ing rehabil i tat ion and e n d e d u p hav-
ing to redshi r t . 

And the view f r o m the b e n c h 
wasn' t so great , e i ther . T h e Owls 
only won th ree m a t c h e s all s eason 
and, though he had applied to Rice 
specifically because of then-Head 
Coach Larry Turv i l le , U s t u n d a g 
found a t eam without focus or direc-
tion. And he wanted out. 

? v "The coach had been h e r e for 
about 18 or 19 years, and it looked 
like he had lost interest," Us tundag 
said. "I kind o fwan ted to t ransfer , but 
then I thought to myself, 'Hey, you've 
just had a big knee su rge ry and you 
don't know how you're going to re-

cover, so you might as well just go 
ahead and get the good education."' 

It was not an easy decision — 
Us tundag had been raised to be a 
professional athlete. He is the son of 
two fo rmer professional volleyball 
p layers and was a tennis prodigy in 
Istanbul. He signed with a f ledgling 
tennis club when he was only eight , 
and by the time h e was 13, a weal thy 
relative saw enough potential in the 
boy to send him to a tennis a c a d e m y 
in the United States. 

He stayed in Florida for the res t 
of high school, t raining six days a 
week and a t tending school only in 
the morn ings . When t ime c a m e to 
choose a college, his hos t family 
pointed h im to Rice, where an old 
friend of the i rs coached . O n e year 
later, the decision s e e m e d to have 
backf i red. 

Us tundag did c o m e back to Rice 
and played an uneventful year at No. 
5 for the Owls. But in the s u m m e r 
af ter his second academic year , h e 
headed h o m e to his native T u r k e y 
for what would be the pivotal mo-
ment of his career . 

' T h e turning point came when I 
played a $ 100,000 chal lenger , which 

is a good pro-level t ou rnamen t , " 
Us tundag said. "I played really well 
that weekend — the second round 1 
beat a guy who was 230 in the world 
and ... 1 qualified into the biggest 
tournament we have at home. 

"I picked up six ATP points f rom 
the tournament , which got me into 
the world rankings right away," he 
said. "It made me very confident 
about my tennis g a m e and I actually 
s tar ted liking the g a m e a lot more . 
Every day of practice was a lot be t te r 
than it had been over the last two or 
th ree years." 

W h e n he c a m e back to Rice, 
Us tundag had newfound conf idence 
and proved he had e n o r m o u s poten-
tial. He played No. 1 for the Owls 
and was ranked around No. 80 in the 
nation for part of the year, but fell 
quickly because a couple of big wins 
were followed by losses to weaker 
players. 

T h e next year b rought more of 
the same, only with a slightly bet ter 
ranking. But once c lasses for the 
1997-'98 academic year f in i shed , 
U s t u n d a g wen t h o m e and again 
found new life. 

See USTUNDAG, Page 16 

Owls get their revenge, blow out Lamar 
by Jose Luis Cubr ia 

I HKKSHKR EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Don't let anyone tell you mid-
week non-conference g a m e s don ' t 
mat te r to the second- ranked base-
ball t e a m . T h e y do . E s p e c i a l l y 
against Lamar University. 

T h e Owls exploded for six r u n s 
in the first inning and never looked 
back en rou te to a 12-4 r o m p over the 
Cardinals (31-17) at C a m e r o n Field 
Wednesday . 

T h e win was especially sweet for 
Rice (40-8) because it avenged what 
was likely the Owls' most painful loss 
of the season — a 5-1 I ^ m a r win in 
Beaumont March 10, which c a m e 
just two days after the Rice squad was 
named the No. 1 team in the country 
for the first t ime in its history. 

"It's just ano the r g a m e , but t he r e 
was some th ing personal about it be-
cause of the way we lost to t hem," 
junior cen te r fielder Jason Gray said. 
' T h e y had a good night the last t ime, 
but we showed tonight w h o w a s the 
bet ter team. We ' re a be t t e r t eam and 
we know it, and now t h e r e ' s no 
doubt ." 

It took all of one inning for Rice to 
e rase the doubts . T h e first six Owls 
to come to the plate all r e a c h e d b a s e 
and scored beh ind five hi ts , two 
walks and an e r ro r . J u n i o r r i gh t 
fielder Will Ford provided the key 

blow with a two-RBI single. 
"It was good to j u m p out early," 

senior c loser Stephen Bess said. "I 
think it kind of deflated t hem and 
showed them that we were out for 
blood and they were going to have to 
fight their a sses off." 

'It's just another game, 

but there was 

something personal 

about it. ...We showed 

tonight who was the 

better team.' 
— Jason Gray 

Junior center fielder 

Junior Marc Gwyn made su re the 
lead s tood up for Rice. Behind good 
control of both his slider and fastball, 
Gwyn (4-0) tpkched 5.0 innings and 
gave up just four hi ts and one run 
while s t r iking out four to pick up the 
win. 

"Marc has been waiting for op-
por tuni t ies to show what he can do," 
Bess said. "He 's got an unhi t table 
pitch in that slider, and when h e g e t s 

Men, women shine 
at Texas Quad Meet 

by Alex Higbee 
THRESHER STAFF 

T h e men ' s and women ' s track 
and field t eams went to the T e x a s 
Quad Meet last weekend with only a 
few runners , but the Owls took h o m e 
a dispropor t ionate sha re of the win-
nings. T h e women ' s team had three 
individual NCAA qualifications and 
the men ran rampant over their op-
position in the d is tance races . 

M e n ' s H e a d C o a c h R a y m o n d 
Davidson was satisfied with the way 
his t e a m c o m p e t e d . ' T h e y w e r e 
work ing as a team, and 1 was really 
pleased with that att i tude and the 
way they competed ," he said. 

S o p h o m o r e Scott Byer led the 
Rice men in the 400-meter run, win-
ning in 46.99 seconds , the bes t t ime 
for Rice this season . Senior Ash 
Mar t inez closely followed with a 
fourth-place finish in 50.56. 

Rice owned the 800-meter run 
with the one-two finish of sen iors 
Andrew Burrow and Derr ick Small. 
Burrow took first in 1 minute , 50.17 
seconds , and Small was s teps be-
hind in 1:51.21. 

T h e longer d is tance events also 
fell to the Owls, as s o p h o m o r e s 
L a c h l a n M c A r t h u r a n d T y s o n 
Hendr icksen dominated in the 1,500-
arul 3,000-meter races . McAr thur ' s 
t ime of 3:51.30 for the win in the 
1,500 joined Hendr i cksen ' s 8:24.64 
victory in the 3,000 to earn the year ' s 
best t imes for Rice in their respec-
tive events . 

"I just sat behind*the leader , and 
then passed h im up with 150 me te r s 
to go," McAr thur said. "It was good 
preparat ion for next week." 

Off t h e t r ack , j u n i o r C h a r l i e 
G h a n d o u r c o m p e t e d in mul t ip le 
events to practice for the decathlon. 
His 181-1 th row in the javelin put 
him in second place. In addition, he 
set personal r ecords in the 110-meter 
high hu rd l e s (15.36) and in the dis-
cus (120-9). 

Al though the men set a h igh stan-
dard, the women came out on top 
with their th ree NCAA provisional 
qualifications. And there might have 
been m o r e if it weren ' t for a s t rong, 
s teady wind. 

"We wanted to run faster, but the 
wind w a s p laying g a m e s , " Head 
Coach Victor Lopez said. 

F r e s h m a n Aimee Te te r i s set a 
personal best on he r way to a victory 
in the 800-meter run in 2:06.96, a 

t ime which also earned h e r provi-
sional qualification for the NCAA 
Championsh ip s May 31-June 5. 

"I'm really happy. It was a fast 
t rack and good competi t ion, which 
he lped a lot," she said. 

Also qualifying was fellow fresh-
man Rhian Clarke, whose provisional 
qualification in the pole vault was 
h e r second this season. Her j ump of 
11-11 3 / 4 was also h igh enough to 
ea rn the win. 

T h e third qualification of the day 
was a team effort. T h e women ' s 400-
me te r relay t eam of junior Margaret 
Fox and s o p h o m o r e s Kelly Ander-
s o n , L a K e i s h a R o b e r t s o n a n d 
Konnet t Mays shone with a second-
place finish in 45.02. 

'They were working as 

a team, and I was really 

pleased with that 

attitude and the way 

they competed.' 
— R a y m o n d D a v i d s o n 

M e n ' s h e a d c o a c h 

T h e o the r w o m e n ' s relay team 
compe t ing in the 1,600-meter relay, 
ran a season-bes t 3:39.09, good for 
second place. Despi te subst i tut ing a 
m e m b e r b e c a u s e of a s t ra ined leg 
musc le , the team missed the qualifi-
cation t ime by 0.09 seconds . 

Fox and Mays went on to score 
individually in the 100-meter dash. 
Fox f inished fourth in 12.12, just 
edg ing out Mays ' fifth-place, 12.2f>-
second finish. 

Senior Kim Smallwood finished 
third in the 100-meter high hurd les 
in 13.94. 

Coming up for the ()wls this week-
end are the Penn Relays at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, the biggest 
non-championsh ip mee t of the year. 

Only a few athle tes of each gen-
der will head to Pennsylvania, but 
the ones go ing are expec ted to have 
the best c h a n c e s for definite qualifi-
cation to the NCAA meet and are 
looking forward to a weekend of in-
tense competi t ion. 

"Lis t week, we kind of trained 
t h rough it. T h i s week is the one that 
mat ters ," Hendr icksen said. 

it over, the hit ters are done. Tonight , 
he showed that he ' s for real and that 
he can hold up against good hit ters." 

Lamar made the g a m e interest-
ing by scor ing three runs in the sixth 
to cut the Rice lead to 6-4. But the 
Owls came right back with four in 
the bot tom of the sixth and two in 
the seventh to put the g a m e away. 
And t h o u g h t h r e e Lamar e r r o r s 
meant that just seven of Rice's runs 
were earned, the Owls still felt good 
about their work at the plate. 

"We had some hard-hit balls in 
key si tuations that were caught ," 
senior ca tcher Zane Curry said. "For 
the most part, we did a be t te r job of 
hit t ing than we have been and it's 
someth ing to build on. We are mov-
ing in the right direction." 

Bess took a very important step of 
his own against the Cardinals. For the 
first time in over a month, Bess looked 
like the Rice closer who had com-
pletely dominated opponents for the 
first half of the season. He threw 2.0 
innings and gave up just one hit, an 
infield single, while striking out two. 

"I felt that for the first t ime in 
about a month , I was back to w h e r e 
I needed to be," Bess said. "I was 
letting go of the ball and it was go ing 
where I wanted. 1 felt angry on the 
mound for the first t ime in a while, 
and that 's what I felt when I was 
throwing well." 

SONJA GEE/THRESHER 

Senior closer Stephen & s has some fun during Rice's 12-4 win over Lamar 
Wednesday. Bess pitched 2.0 near-perfect innings of relief to help lead the 
second-ranked Owls to their 40th win of the season. 
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S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Women's bcrosse 
continues to improve 

In its three years of play, the 
women's lacrosse team has come 
a long way. After going winless 
last season, the team posted a 2-
2 record this year. 

'The women's lacrosse team 
at Wee has really grown," sopho-
more captain Hilary Scott said. 
"We are now competitive with 
Texas and Texas A&M, which is 
pretty cool. I like it when they 
start worrying about the game." 

The Owls have made these im-
provements under less-than-favor-
able conditions. For example, they 
do not have an official coach. I,ast 
year, the girls' lacrosse coach at 
Memorial High School served as 
a temporary coach to watch over 
practices. This year, they did not 
have a coach. 

The team received $ 1,500 from 
th^&niversity before the season, 
which subsidized uniform skirts, 
tournament costs, traveling fees, 
the cost of referees and goalie 
equipment. Last year, with a 
much smaller budget, the team 
did not even have uniforms. 

"I^ast year, we were the 'rag-
tag' team — we had jerseys with 
numbers on the back, but every-
one wore whatever shorts they 
wanted to," sophomore Whitney 
Smith said. "This year we look 
much more professional." 

1 Hiring its first year, with only 
12 players, the team depended 
on each player to show up for 
every game. Now, with about 25 
members, the team is making a 
considerable name for itself 
against teams from the Texas 
Women's Lacrosse League, in-
cluding the University of .-Texas 
and Texas A&M University. 

The future of women's la-
crosse is br ight Rice hopes to 

join the newly formed TWLL next 
year and become a more officially 
recognized organization. 

'This year, we couldn't afford 
to pay the dues, so we were not 
official members, although we 
still play with all the teams," Smith 
said. "But next year we definitely 
hope to join." 

Men's lacrosse beats 
TCU, heads to semis 

A hard-fought, come-from-be-
hind effort over Texas Christian 
University Sunday in Fort Worth 
earned the Rice men's lacrosse 
team a trip to the semifinals of 
the Southwest Lacrosse Associa-
tion Championship. 

The Owls defeated the Horned 
Frogs 8-7 to advance to a semifi-
nal match versus the University 
of Texas tomorrow in Austin. 

"I am really proud of these 
guys. They came out flat, but they 
refused to lose and wouldn't al-
low any frustration to set in," 
Coach Mark Stugart said. 

Trailing 7-6, the Owls tied the 
score on a goal by senior 
attackman and captain Stephen 
Palmer. Rice then scored the game 
winner with three minutes left. 

"We had a difficult time scor-
ing in the first quarter," Palmer 
said. "I think we were just a little 
nervous. Luckily we got in the 
groove and were able to put 
enough goals in to secure the win." 

After the Owls took their first. 
lead at 8-7, a defensive stand led 
by senior captain James Parker 
and senior g o a l k e e p e r Jeff 
Darlington preserved the victory. 

Despite the win, the team rec-
ognizes that the true test will 
come against the Longhorns. 

"This was a great win, but beat-
ing UT will feel 10 times as good," 
Parker said. 

Owls beat BYU, face N0.-6 SMU 
by Hen Weston 

THRKSHKK KUITOKIAL ST AIT 

The men's tennis team, seeded 
eighth in the Western Athletic Con-
fe rence C h a m p i o n s h i p tourna-
ment, defeated ninth seed Brigham 
Young University 4-3 Wednesday 
morning. 

The match was close throughout 
and came down to the matchup at 
No. 2 singles between junior Robert 
Collins and BYU's Vert Gilms. 
Collifis led 5-4 in the third set, and 
was able to break serve to claim a 6 
2, 4-6, 6-4 victory. 

Three other Rice singles victo-

SAT tutors 

needed 

for summer 

and fall 1999 

The 1 iouston office of SCORE! Prep, one 

of the fastest-growing test prep companies 

m the country, is conducting interviews 

now for both summer and fall positions. 

You must have high s tandardized test 

scores and a reliable car. The tutoring takes 

p l a c e on a f t e r n o o n s , e v e n i n g s , and 

weekends; you set your own schedule. We 

pay SI 1/hr. minimum, and often more. 

Call SCORE! Prep at 713-266-2772 today! 

WAC tourney up next for tennis teams 
by Ben Weston 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

riessetupthewin. Freshmen Fabien 
Giraud and Otniane Bennani-Smires 
won at Nos. 3 and 6, 7-6, 6-4 and 6-2, 
3-6, 6-4. 

Senior Shane Stone continued 
his hot streak at No. 5 with a 7-5, 6-
4 w, 

"he only Rice doubles team to 
win was the team of senior Efe 
Ustundag and Stone at No. 1 with 
their 8-5 victory. 

With the win, the Owls set up a 
rematch with top seed Southern 
Method i s t Univers i ty , which 
squeaked by Rice 4-3 Saturday. The 
match was played yesteiday morn-
ing in San Diego. 

After Saturday's 4-3 home loss to 
sixth-ranked Southern Methodist 
University, the men's tennis team was 
very optimistic. 

The Owls had stretched a top 
squad to its limit and shown some 
great individual efforts. So it seemed 
plausible that the near-upset would 
improve their ranking and move them 
closer to being in the top 45, where 
they would be assured a spot in the 
NCAA Championships. 

Instead, the newest Intercolle-
giate Tennis Association rankings 
show the Owls at No. 58, down two 
spots from two weeks ago. While 
the drop does not eliminate the Owls, 
anything less than an incredible 
showing at this week's Western Ath-
letic Conference Championship will 
mean the end of the season. 

The Owls still have hopes of send-
ing senior Efe Ustundag to the 
singles championship, and Ustundag 
and senior Shane Stone to doubles, 
but even those bids do not look as 
sure as they did last month. 

Ustundag had a great singles 
match Saturday, upsetting sixth-
ranked Ignacio Hirigoyen 7-6,0-6,7-
6. It was not a dominating win, but 
Ustundag said it showed he could 
play with the best. 

But in the latest rankings, which 
are pivota1 in determining both bids 
and seeds for the NCAA tournament, 
he fell from No. 15 to No. 21. 

At No. 5, senior Shane Stone won 
his final home match 7-5,6-2. And at 
the sjxth spot, freshman Otmane 
Bennani-Smires won 7-6, 7-5. But 
the Owls' downfall came in doubles, 
where SMU took two of three 
matches, including an 8-3 win over 
Ustundag and Stone, to win the point. 

"Shane and 1 had a really good 
feeling about the team that we were 
gonna, play," Ustundag said. "We 
thought we were better than them, 
although they were No. 5. 

"We believed that we could win, 
but that's really all we did — we just 
believed," he said. "We just didn't 
show up to play that day. We forgot 
to actually play that match.. . . Shane 
and I got absolutely demolished." 

The ITA apparently did not see it 
that way. After what was hands-down 
their worst performance of the year, 
Stone and Ustundag actually moved 
up from No. 31 to No. 24. Now only 
time will tell who, if anyone, will 

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

Junior Robert Collins hits a forehand in his 6-2, 7-5 loss to SMU's Toby 
Hansson Saturday. The Owls lost the match against the No. 6 Mustangs 4-3. 

make it to the NCAA tournament. 
Ustundag still looks s t rong in 
singles, and the doubles team's re-
cent rise bodes well, but the Owls 
will need a minor miracle to make it 
as a team. 

Women's team upsets Aggies 
The women's tennis team upset 

No. 34 Texas A&M University 6-3 in 
College Station Saturday. The win 
finished the regular season for the 
14-5 Owls on a high note. 

"It felt great to beat them because 
they were ranked above us, and it's 
always great to beat the Aggies," se-
nior Justyna Gudzowska said. 

A&M had more firepower at the 
top spots, but the Owls took the win 
with depth, taking the second : and 
third-spot Roubles matches and the 
singles matches at Nos. 3 through 6. 

Gudzowska won 7-6, 4-6, 6-2 at 
No. 3 and sophomore Erin Waters 
followed with a tight 7-6,7-6 victory. 
Freshmen Judith Hagedorn and 

Natalie Briaud took the last two spots 
7-5, 1-6, 6-4 and 6-4, 6-3. 

Despite the convincing win, Rice 
dropped to No. 38 in the polls. But the 
top 45 teams will likely receive bids to 
the NCAA tournament, so the Owls 
are in good position assuming they 
play up to par at the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships Wednes-
day through May 1. 

But the problem will not be quali-
fying for the NCAAs — it will be 
fielding a full team. 

"We don't know it we'll be able to 
take a whole team," Gudzowska said. 
"It's the last week of school and ev-
eryone has to be approved." 

Even if the Owls are forced to 
play handicapped, they have no re-
grets about this season. 

"I think we had a great season. 
We beat the teams we were sup-
posed to beat," Gudzowska, the 
team's lone graduating senior, said. 
'This is probably one of the best 
seasons that I've been here." 

Ustundag ready to take game to pro circuit 
USTUNDAG, from Page 15 

In late May, Ustundag played in 
the Davis Cup for the first time and 
was immediately pushed to the No. 
1 Spot. Led by Ustundag, Turkey 
won its group for the first time in six 
years and was promoted to a higher 
group. 

Back in the States this year, 
Ustundaghas dominated. He started 
the fall season by winning two major 
tournaments and continued ^fom 
there, winning 11 matches in a row 
at one point, and finished the semes-
ter with a 14-2 singles record. This 
season has gone just as well, seeing 
Ustundag move as high as No. 15 in 
the rankings. 

Now what5 After he returns from 
this week's Western Athletic Cham-
pionship Tournament tomorrow, 
Ustundag will leave Sunday for Nor-
way and the Davis Cup. Then comes 
the NCAA Singles Championship 
Tournament May 23-31 in Athens, 
Ga., for which Ustundag has an al-
most-guaranteed spot. 

Last weekend's upset of No. 6-
ranked Ignacio Hirigoyen showed 
Ustundag that he has the talent to 
compete for the NCAA title. And the 
winner gets an automatic spot in the 
U.S. Open. 

"I think it's anybody's tourna-
ment, really," he said. "Whoever 
has a good week can take home a 

nice wild card and a nice day at the 
Open." 

Then it's on to the real world. 
By the beginning of June, Ustundag 
will be back in Turkey, buj: no 
longer playing as an amateur in 
professional tournaments. He has 
a two-year contract to try to make 
it on the pro circuit. If things go 
well, we could soon be reading 
about him in the daily sports pages. 
If not, he plans to come back to the 
United States and get his master 's 
degree. 

Either way, it's been a great trip 
so far for Turkey's top tennis player, 
and it's not over yet. Good thing he 
didn't run. 

r 
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PRESENT CARD FOR 10% DISCOUNT 

MUOE LJOUT SHEEPSKIN EXPERTLY/tuna/ 
By 

E L L H A U S E N ' S % 

l i 

I 
C U S T O M F R A M E & A R T G A L L E R Y , INC 

OVER HALF A CENTURY IN HOUSTON 

I Fine Art Prints Gifts Photo Frames 

til 
* 

2425 RICE BLVD. 524-7402 

IN THE VILLAGE 

| i* 

Brazos Bookstore 
25th Anniversary Travel Book Sale 

All Travel Guides and Maps 

20% OFF 
(All other hooks 10% discount ;it all Times with valid Rice ID) 

Visit our website: www.brazosbookstore.com 
2421 Bissonnet Street • Houston, Texas • 713-523-0701 

http://www.brazosbookstore.com
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No. 2 Owls sweep New Mexico — « 
* ap r i l 1 6 - 2 1 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
THHKSHKK KD1TORIAI. STAFF 

To reach its goal of winning a 
national championship, the second-
ranked baseball team knows it will 
need strength in every area — pitch-
ing. defense, hitting and intangibles. 

If last weekend's three-game 
sweep of the University of New 
Mexico is any indication, not only do 
the Owls have strength in every area, 
but they are also capable of winning 
games when not every part of their 
game is hitting on all cylinders. 

In Sunday's series finale, the Owls 
(39-8, 18-3 Western Athletic Confer-
ence) seemed primed for an upset as 
their top two pitchers, junior Mario 
Ramos and senior J esse Ku rtz-Nicholl, 
both'struggled with their command. 

But the Rice bats, led by sopho-
more third baseman Matt Fox, woke 
up at exactly the right time and car-
ried the team to an 11-8 victory to 
sweep one of the top hitting teams in 
the nation. 

"How ironic is it that our bats 
wake up when our pitching isn't 
there?" junior catcher John Lukin 
said. "Mario just missed his spots a 
lot. Against other teams he could 
get away with missing his spots, but 
New Mexico is a real good hitting 
team and if you miss your spots 
against them, you're in trouble." 

Fox almost single-handedly made 
sure the Owls' pitching woes didn't 
matter. Fox, who has split time at 
third with freshman Eric Arnold .went 
3-for-5 with a double, a triple, a solo 
home run, two runs and four RBIs. 

Even more important was the tim-
ing of Fox's hits. With Rice trailing 3-
1 in the third, Fox ripped a solo 
homer to left field. Lukin gave the 
Owls their first lead with a two-run 
blast in the fourth, but the Lobos 
retook the lead at 5-4 in the fifth. 

Rice tied the game in the bottom 
half of the inning and then loaded 
the bases on two walks and a fielder's 
choice. Fox followed with a hit down 
the right-field line that took a bad 
hop past New Mexico's Michael 
Campbell, allowing Fox to reach 
third with a bases-clearing triple. 

"Matt was big," Kurtz-Nicholl 
said. 'The home run got us kick-
started, and then he got some big 
hits in the right situations. He was 
just Mr. Clutch today." 

While hitting saved Rice in the 
third game, the so-called little things 
saved them in the series' second 
game. Going into the seventh, the 
Owls trailed 4-2 and had managed 
just three hits against Lobo starter 
David Young. But a combination of 
timely hitting, good execution and 
luck turned the game around. 

Senior first baseman Jacob Baker 

Score by innings 

UNM 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 3 0 

R i t e 0 0 1 3 5 0 1 I X 

8 11 0 
11 11 1 

E — W i l l i a m s ( 3 ) ; D P — UNM 1 . R i c e 2 ; LOB — UNM 

8. R i ce 10 ; 2B — Campbe l l ( 1 8 ) , Okano ( 1 0 ) , 

W i l l i a m s ( 1 3 ) . Baker ( 1 7 ) . Fox ( 4 ) ; 3B — Fo* ( 3 ) ; 

HR — A r m s t r o n g ( 6 ) , Sisk ( 1 6 ) , Luk in ( 2 ) . Fo* ( 2 ) ; 

SB — W i l l i a m s ( 7 ) ; SH — L u k i n (1 ) 

U N M 
Aide rs 

Rearcfon 

Garc ia 

Rice 
Ramos 

Bess 

Kur tz -N icho l l 

IP 

4 . 0 

2 . 2 

1.1 

4 . 2 

1.1 

3 .0 

H R ER BB SO 

BASEBALL 

LAMAR 4 RICE 12 

Lamar ( 3 1 - 1 7 ) 

Name (po* } A 8 f l H Bl 

Rice ( 40 -8 ) 
Name (po* ) A B R H Bl 

W i n Bess 3-2; Loss — Reardon 3-1: Save 
Kurtz N icho l l ( 5 ) ; WP — Garc ia ( 4 ) : PB — Luk in 
1): HBP — by A lbers (Ford ) , by Bess ( A r m s t r o n g ) 

UNM 5 RICE 8 

L ' t t l e tun rf 

Myers ss 

Fine tier c 

Reda l b 

Cooksey uh 

Wise If 

Koch 3t> 

P I ffC V ' ( 

t r 7-1 .• 

fCt3 l f i 

4 

3 
3 
< 

33 4 

t 0 0 

0 0 1 

0 1 1 

0 0 0 

1 2 0 

0 0 0 
1 1 1 

1 2 ' I 

0 i 0 

3 

W i l l i a m s If 2 

Gray cf 3 

T h a m e s ss 5 

Ford rf 4 

S m i t h 2b 4 

Curry c 3 

Luk in p h / c 1 

Baker l b 5 

A rno ld dh 0 

K r t / Nchl l d h 4 

Fo* 3b 3 

Tota l * 34 

1 0 

2 0 
1 2 
1 3 

0 0 

2 2 

0 0 

3 2 

0 0 

0 1 

1 1 

Score by Innlnge R H E 
Lamar 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 — 4 7 3 

Rice 6 0 0 0 0 4 20X — 12 1 1 0 

E Myers 2 ( 1 0 ) , Koch ( 1 2 ) ; DP — Lamar 1; LOB 

— Lamar 10 . R i c e 8 ; 2B — Cooksey 2 ( 1 3 ) . Gray ( 6 ) ; 

SB — Gray ( 1 1 ) . Thames ( 1 1 ) ; SH — Gray ( 1 ) ; SF 

- Ford ( 3 ) , Kur tz Nicho l l ( 1 ) 

U N M (22 -22 -1 , 
Name (pos) AB 
A r m s t r n g dh 4 

Y m a g c h i 2b 4 

Sisk 3b 3 

C a n d e l n a ss 4 

Robb ins If 3 

Denn is l b 4 

Campbe l l rf 4 

Elzy c 3 

M o n t i e l ph 1 

Okano cf 3 

L i t t l e ph 1 

Tota l * 34 

3 - 1 1 ) 
R H Bl 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 1 0 
1 2 1 
1 1 0 
0 1 0 

1 2 3 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 
P-.O 0 
1 1 1 
5 8 5 

R ice (38 -8 , 17-3) 

Name (po * ) A B R H Bl 

W i l l i ams If 3 0 0 0 

Gray cf 5 2 2 4 

Thames ss 5 

Ford rf 

K Nchl l dh p :: 

1 2 

S m i t h 2b 

Curry c 

Baker l b 

A rno ld 3b 

Totals 
1 0 
8 9 

Score by Inning* 
UNM 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 

R ice 0 2 0 0 0 0 33X 

R H E 

5 8 4 

8 9 0 

CABTEB BROOKING/THRESHER 

Senior designated hitter Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl makes contact in Rice's 11-8 win 
over WAC foe New Mexico Sunday. The Owls swept the three-game series. 

led off with a double and advanced to 
third on a groundout. Junior center 
fielder Jason Gray followed with an 
RBI single up the middle, cutting the 
lead to 4-3. Senior shortstop Damon 
Thames then hit a single to left, put-
ting men on the corners with two outs. 

With New Mexico likely to be 
more worried about the batter than 
the baserunners, Head Coach Wayne 
Graham called a double steal and the 
Owls executed it to perfection, bring-
ing Gray in with the tying run. 

"We just felt like we had to make 
some things happen because we 
were so cold with the bats," Graham 
said. "Sometimes you just have to 
try to force the issue, and we got 
some breaks and got some good hits 
at the right time." 

In the series opener, the Owls 
pulled out a victory the old-fashioned 
way — with pitching and defense. 
Sophomore Kenny Baugh pitched a 
complete game to win his seventh 
straight decision in the Owls' 5-2 win. 

Baugh (8-2) gave up just four hits 
and two runs, both on solo homers, 
while striking out seven to lower his 
earned run average to 2.72. But even 
more important than Baugh's pitch-
ing was Rice's stellar defense. 

With the Owls leading 1-0 in the 
third, Steve Flzy ripped a double to 

right field. Mark Okano followed with 
a shot to the leftside of the infield that 
looked like a sure single. ButThames 
went deep in the hole to field the ball 
and then alertly threw Elzy out at 
third to essentially kill the threat. 

The Lobos threatened again in the 
ninth. Cory Robbins led off with a hit, 
and Dee Dennis followed by smash-
ing a pitch down the first-base line. 

But Baker dove to his left to spear 
the line drive. Fortunately, he came 
down right ontopofthe bag to double 
off Robbins and complete one of the 
more sensational plays of the season. 

'The defense was great," Baugh 
said. "Damon made a great play to 
get me out of the inning, and that last 
play was spectacular. It really picked 
me up. That just did it right there." 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Lamaf 
Hale 0 . 0 2 5 4 2 0 

T e m p l e t o n 1.0 3 1 0 0 0 

F i tzgera ld 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 

To t t en 2 . 0 2 0 0 1 0 

Stok ley 1 .0 0 0 0 0 1 

igo 1 .0 3 4 1 1 0 

Sergent 1 .0 1 2 2 2 2 

Sanches 1 .0 0 0 0 0 1 

Rica 
Gwyn 5 .0 4 1 1 3 4 

Skaggs 0 . 2 1 3 3 1 1 

Baugh 1 . 1 1 0 0 1 1 

Bess 2 .0 1 0 0 0 2 

Win — Gwyn 4-0 ; Loss-— Hale 3-3; S a v e — None; WP 

E — Y a m a g u c h i ( 1 7 ) . S isk ( 9 ) , Robb ins ( 8 ) . Young 

( 3 ) ; DP — UNM 1, R ice 1; LOB — UNM 6. R ice 8, 

2B — Cande la r ia ( 1 6 ) . Ford ( 1 1 ) . Baker 116 i ; HR 

C a m t & e l l ( 5 ) , L i t t l e ( 1 ) , Gray ( 1 4 ) ; SB Campbe l l 

2( 141. Gray ( 1 0 ) . Thames ( 1 0 ) ; SH - W i l l i a m s i 1i 

U N M 
Young 

Ort iz 

Rice 
Nicho l s 

Kur tz N icho l l 

IP 

6 . 2 

1.1 

7 .2 

1 . 1 

H R ER BB SO 

1 1 

— Baugh (9 ) ; HBP — by Gwyn (Mye rs ) , by Stok ley 

(Curry) , by Skaggs (Koch) , by Skaggs (L i t t l e t on ) 

A t t e n d a n c e — 1 . 0 6 2 

UNM 8 RICE 1 1 

U N M ( 2 2 - 2 3 - 1 , 9 -12 ) 

Name (po * ) A B R H Bl 

A rmst c / l b 4 2 3 4 

Ymagch i 2b 4 

Sisk 3b 5 

Cande lna ss 4 

Robb ins If 4 

Dennis l b 4 

Elzy c 0 

K i tamura ph 0 0 0 0 

Campbel l rf 5 

L i t t le dh 2 

Okano cf 4 

Total* 

Rice (38 -8 , 1 7 - 3 ) 

Name (pos) A B R H B l 

W i n — N icho l s 11-1 ; Loss — Young 1 5; Save 

Kur tz -N icho l l ( 4 ) ; HBP — by Young (Curry . Young 

( S m i t h ) 

UNM 2 RICE 5 

Score by inning* R H E 
UNM 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 - 2 4 3 

Rice 0 1 0 1 2 0 10X — 5 9 1 

INTRAMURALS 

PRESIDENT'S CUP STANDINGS 

1 1 o 
12 2 
10 1 
0 1 0 

0 10 
0 0 0 

1 2 0 
1 0 0 

4 1 1 0 

36 3 11 7 

W i l l i a m s If 4 

Gray cf 4 

T h a m e s ss 4 

Ford rf 3 

S m i t h 2b 2 

Baker l b 4 

Arno ld dh 2 

K Nch l l d h / p 2 

Luk in c 3 

Fox 3b 5 

Tota ls 3 3 1 

0 3 2 

0 10 
0 10 
2 0 0 

2 0 0 

2 1 1 
0 0 0 
2 11 
1 1 2 
2 3 4 

i n 1o 

Jones 
Hanszen 
Lovett 
Wiess 
Will Rice 
Baker 
Sid Rich & Brown 
G S A 

21 
20 
19 
16 
14 
11 
7 
1 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

International photographer's 
work available in bookstore 

The photographic works of 
the well known international 
a rch i tec tura l p h o t o g r a p h e r 
Wayne Salvatti are currently 
available in selected printed 
pieces and are being offered 
in the campus store. 

He has recently completed 
a b e a u t i f u l p h o t o s t u d y , 
produced for the 
c a m p u s t h a t 
includes a stun-
ning collection of 
locations on cam-
p u s . S a l v a t t i ' s 
c o m m e r c i a l 
c l i en t p r o j e c t s 
have taken him 
into every state of 
the United States 
including Alaska 
to the far r eaches 

of the entire con-
tinent of Australia, Tasmania 
and New Zea land jus t to 

Salvatti s client 
list reads like a 

who 's-who in the 
architectural/ 

collegiate 
photographic 

world. 

list reads like a who's-who in 
the archi tectural /commercial 
photographic world. 

Salvatti h a s provided his 
special brand of architectural 
i m a g i n g fo r h u n d r e d s of 
c l i e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y a n d a b r o a d a n d 
is p l e a s e d to o f f e r t h e 

current selection 
of i m a g e s and 
p ieces fot* Rice 
University in the 
Campus Store. 

F o r f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
stop in the Cam-
pus Store, con-
t a c t t h e b o o k -
s t o r e at (713) 
5 2 7 - 4 0 5 2 
o r E - M A I L 
Wayne at W a y n e 

56@AOL.com or websi te at 
www.PHOTOGRAFXWORIl^ 

name a few. Salvatti's client WIDE.com. 

imoFCiwwne? 

RYDER 

(Jetting a year's worth of stuff into a car is like trying to 
cram 10 pounds into a 5 pound sack. You've crammed 
enough for a while. Give yourself a break. 
Call Ryder and truck it at the right price. 

HYPER 
rms 

www.yellowtruck.com 

n Advanced reservation required. Present this coupon at the time of your rental. 

1 0 
Discount 
Ope-Way 
Moves 

Coupon only applicable to basic rate of (nick rental, which does not include 
taxes, fuel and optional items. One coupon per rental. Coupon subject to truck 
availability and Ryder Moving Services standard rental requirements. Coupon 
expires December 11. 2 0 0 0 . 

Coupon not valid with any other offer, discount or promotion. 

I-8OO-GO-RYDER 
Ryder' is a registered trademark of Ryder System, Inc. and is used under license. 

Note to Dealer: I. Kilter discount on rates screen. 1. Filter Coupon i D. on payment screen, 
i. Attach to rental agreement and send in with weekly report. HA Number 

10 
Off | 

Local _ 
Moves I 

N C O . tO 

mailto:56@AOL.com
http://www.yellowtruck.com
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New college grads 
wanted for upward 

career move. 

Intrepid Caravan 

Save $400. Drive a great vehicle. 
Intangible benefits. 

Right now, recent college graduates get
 $400 off every new Dodge * 

Combine that with other current offers on some of these models, and you could 
save even more. Ask a salesperson for details. 

Scon 

Dakota Durango 

Don't forget 
to ask about '99 
college graduate 

finance plans available 
to eligible customers 

through Chrysler 
Financial. 

Ram Quad Cab 

Avenger 

(§7*1 The New Dodge 
See The Friendly Dodge Dealer Near You 

*Ask for eligibility requirements. Not available with certain other offers. 

Application 

Nombre: 

Apellido: 

Tel: 

E-mail address: 

Position sought: 

Net worth: 

SSN: 

Primary opinion: 

Functional worth: 

Appearance: 

Please submit this as. 

soon as you are able 

to the Thresher office 

on the second floor 

of the Ley Student 

Center or to Editors 

in Chief Mariel Tarn 

and Jett McAlister 

(thresher@rice.edu). 

Call (713) 527-4801 

to chat. 

just a form 
for those who 

wish to join the 
PSnglinjy Bros. 
Barnum 
and Bailey 
Circus: The 
Greatest 

on 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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friday ^ . A P R ^ 
Wiess College presents JAMFEST 
— seven live bands will play from 3 to 6 

p.m. and from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the 

Wiess Commons. 

Turn your fat ass into a phat ass. KTRU 

and the Fresh Rice Breakers present 

NONSTOP HIP-HOP 
— a festival of hip-hop culture — from 1 

to 5 p.m. by Willy's Statue. Come dance 

and enjoy food and drink "of urban 

origin." 
fT 

The Rice Education Club presents a 

seminar by Maryann Siegmyer entitled 

"SPECIAL EDUCATION: A 
PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE." 
She will speak about special education 

for students with disabilities from noon 

to 1 p.m. in the Basement Conference 

Room in Herman Brown Hall. 

Saturday APR 24 
The Wiess College Culturals Committee 

presents a NIGHT OF 
JAZZ from 10 p.m. to midnight in the 

Wiess Commons. Larry Slezak's quintet 

will entertain with its smooth sounds. 

Wine, cheese and crackers will be 

served. 

sunday APR 25 

MEZZO-SOPRANO 
ANDREA JABER presents 

her doctoral recital at 8 p.m. in Duncan 

Recital Hall. She will sing the music of 

Bach, Respighi, Wilder and R. Schumann. 

Admission is free. 

monday APR 26 

WRITER AND CRITIC 
AMANDA VAILL presents 

a discussion of her book, Everybody Was 

So Young: The Gerald and Sara Murphy 

Story, at 7 p.m. at Brazos Bookstore, 

2421 Bissonnet. This book, a biography 

of the beautiful couple of the 1920s, was 

nominated for the National Book Critics 

Award. 

tuesday APR 27 

The BASEBALL team plays 

Baylor University at 7 p.m. at Cameron 

Field. 

Shepherd School violin and piano 

students present a MOZART 
SEMINAR CONCERT They 
will perform Mozart sonatas at 8 p.m. in 

Duncan Recital Hall. 

& 

Rice Program Council holds its FALL 
CALENDAR MEETING 
at 8 p.m. in Kelley Lounge in the Student 

Center. 

Wednesday APR 28 
University Blue magazine and KTRU co-

sponsor the U. BLUE 
RELEASE PARTY AND 
950 WATTS — a night of spoken 
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Calendar 
word performances and live music, as 

well as your first chance to pick up a 

copy of the 1999 U. Blue magazine! The 

action begins at 9 p.m. in the Student 

Center. 

Be very afraid! Author Baine Kerr signs 

HARMFUL INTENT •<« 
new legal thriller about medical 

malpractice, at 7 p.m. in Brazos 

Bookstore, 2421 Bissonnet. Kerr is a 

native Houstonian, and his previous work 

includes the book Jumping-off Place. 

PIANIST JANE LEE 
presents her junior, recital at 5:30 p.m. in 

•Duncan Recital Hall. She will play the 

music of Bach, Chopin and Beethoven. 

Admission is free. 

thursday APR 29 

SHEPHERD 
SCHOOL CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA AND 
RICE CHORALE present a 

concert at 8 p.m. in Stude Concert Hall. 

They will perform Rossini's Overture to 

'La Scala', Harbison's Flute Concerto 

and Beethoven's Mass in C Major. Op. 

86. Angela Marroy, a doctoral student in 

musicology, will give a pre concert 

lecture at 7:30 p.m. in Room 1133, Alice 

Pratt Brown Hall. 

friday APR 30 

You made it! Today is T H E 

LAST DAY OF 
CLASSES for spring semester 

'99! Don't start skipping out now. 

Come support the Owls! The 

BASEBALL team plays Texas 

Christian University at 7 p.m. at Carrier'.;;' 

Field. 

Calendar submit items: 

« by CAMPUS MAIL to Amy 
Krivohlavek, Calendar Editor, The Ric-> 
Thresher, MS-524. 

» by F A X to Amy Krivohlavek, Calendar 
Editor, (713) 285-5238. 

» by E-MAIL to amykrivo@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 
available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all items is 5 p.rr: 
the Monday prior to publication. 

0 

w 

mailto:amykrivo@rice.edu
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The 25th anniversary of NOD has come and gone — and those days of glory may be 
lost forever. The campus-wide reformation of NOD has eliminated characteristics key 
to the debauchery, mainly the distinctive wall ornaments. As a public service, the 
backpage wants to help you recreate that ambiance in the privacy of your own home. 
The backpage proudly presents an easy step-by-step guide to create such decorations, 
using an authentic recipe passed on from generations of Wiess socials. 

Materials 
Chicken wire 
Wire cutters 

Flour 
Water 
Paint 

The Rice Thresher 

Step 1: Draw a rough sketch for 
reference. This may be hard for some 
of you Rice guys. You might need a 
mirror. 

S tep 2 : Measure and cut approxi-
mately 4 feet of chicken wire that 
will become "the shaft." Feel free to 
vary the diameter in accordance with 
feelings of personal inadequacy. 

S tep 3 : Measure and cut another 
4 feet of chicken wire into a triangle 

shape. Shape into an open-ended 
cone. 

S t ep 4 : Fold and flatten bottom 
of cone. Attach to shaft. 

S t e p 5 : Mix flour and water to 
create paste. 

S t e p 6 : Tear the Thresher into 
one-inch-wide strips. Begin with the 
backpage. Remember — reduce, re-
use. recycle! 

S tep 7: Dip strips in paste and 
apply evenly to chicken-wire sculp-
ture. 

S t ep 8 : Allow to dry for 24 hours 
until hard. 

S tep 9: Paint with even strokes. 

S tep 10 : Hang in any area that is 
not the Wiess Commons. Stand back 
a moment and admire your creation. 
Wow. 

4' 

STEP 2 STEP 4 STEP 7 

Congrats to the baseball team for making 'Sports Illustrated' classifieds 

HELP WANTED 

ASTHMA: VOLUNTEERS 18 years 
and older, known to have asthma for at 
least six months and using inhaled 
TEEN SUMMER camp. Counselors 
wanted. Have fun & earn. Call Arnold 
@ Southwest YMCA. (713) 664*9622 

RESCUE DRUGS (albuterol) are 
needed and may qualify for a clinical 
asthma study comparing two asthma 
medications. Study participants will 
qualify for study-related pulmonary 
function testing, free asthma medica-
tions and financial compensation. If 
interested and for more information 
please call (713) 793-8772 at Baylor 
College**)! Medicine. 

( HILDCARE HELP NEEDED. Have 
iun taking sweet 10 year old girl to 
parks, malls, movies and museums 
after school from 3 to 7 p.m. week-
days. Pays $10 plus generous ex-
penses. Year round job. Call Jeff at 
(713) 464-6202. 

WORK THE SUMMER and receive 
monthly payments until graduation! 
Commission sales representatives to 
present small business owners unique 
services by leading electronics pay-
ments service bureau. For more info. 
jhintort@austin.rr.com, or call (512) 
327-0036. 

PART-TIME secretarial job (light typ-
ing and filling). Familiarity with 
Microsoft Word preferred. Quiet, one 
doctor's office two blocks from MFA. 
Free parking . Flexible hours. FAX 
your resume or call Jorge de la Torre 
M l)., (713) 528-2819. 

BABYSITTER NEEDED in my home 
for my 2-year old and 4-month old. 
Flexible schedule, can work around 
your classes. $7/hour. Call Dawn at 
(713) 660-7465. 

RELIANT INSURANCE is a fast grow-
ing company specializing in personal 
lines auto and specialty insurance prod-
ucts. As an aggressive company we 
are looking for people who enjoy work-
ing in a competitive industry. Reliant 
offers the security of an established, 
well-financed holding company and the 
opportunity to advance within a small 
but rapidly growing organization. We 
< urrently have the following opportu-
nities in our Houston and Dallas of-
fices: Claims Representatives Train-
ees. Entry level position in claims. 
Responsible for investigation, cover-
age analysis, estimates and injury han-
dling of auto claims — bachelor's de-
gree preferred with solid CPA; out-
standing communication, organiza-
tional and customer service skills; high 

degree of motivation and team ori-
ented. We offer a competitive salary, 
company car and comprehensive ben-
efits package. For immediate consid-
eration please FAX or mail resume to: 
(520) 545-7607, Reliant Insurance, 
ATTN: HR 7202 E. Rosewood St., Tuc-
son, AZ 85710. Please visit our website 
at www.reliantinsurance.com. EOE 

TUTOR WANTED for eighth grade 
boy in Be'.laire to assist in homework 
after school 4-6 p.m. Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdavs. Call Mrs. Fritts 
at (713) 838-8106. 

CAMERAMAN WANTED for video-
taping Saturday weddings. Car, expe-
rience and Saturday availability re-
quired. For complete details via e-mail 
call (713) 526-68J4 or e-mail resume to 
jobs@a rtisticvideo. com. 

BABY SITTER NEEDED one to two 
evenings per week, for playfuf 2-year 
old. Must be patient, energetic, car-
ing. Some experience and reference 
required. West University. Call Kim 
and Dave (713) 667-1735. 

GOOD TESTER? 'Hie Princeton Re-
view is looking for outgoing, dynamic 
people to teach test-taking skills and 
more! Valuable experience, flexible 
hours, starts @ $13/hr. Call (713) 688-
5500. 

THE THESIS Therap is t : Exper t 
edi t ing and thes is ass is tance . 
Expert editing and word processing; 
term paper, thesis research and 
organizat ion ass is tance, resume 
prepara t ion . Reasonable ra tes . 
Pick-up and delivery available. Call 
Andrea Katz, Ph.D. Ph.D. with over 15 
years experience. Editorial, word 
p rocess ing and research paper 
specialist. Tel: (713) 627-0849 / (713) 
241-2785, e-mail: akatz@shellus.com. 
Ixave a message. 

TUTORS WANTED — Odyssey Tu-
toring is hiring tutors for all high school 
subjects. Start at $ 15/hr. Transporta-
tion required. Need tutors through 
end of May. Please call (713) 975-5355 
or e-mail DavidLivy@aol.com. 

SUMMER TUTORS needed May 24 
through August 20: Lindamood-Bell 
Learning Processes* needs tutors for 
Clinic in Houston. Training in specific 
programs provided. Must have good 
reading/spelling/comprehension to 
apply, degree preferred. Fax resume 
to (805) 541-8756. *An equal opportu-
nity employer. 

WANTED: SOUTHWEST YMCA, 
1210 Bellaire Lifeguards/Swim In-
structors/Day Camp Counselors Ex-

0 ft* 

STEP 1 0 

Congratulations! You are now the 
proud owner of NOD contraband. 

Keep in mind you can use your 
larger-than-life decoration even af-
ter you've hung it on the wall. A few 
suggestions to get you started: 

— bike rack 
— dunce cap 
— coat rack 
— waste receptacle 
— pinata 
— prosthetic appendage 
— whiffle bat 
Cleverly disguised, it could even 

be used at Will Rice. 
Have fun — and be safe. 

No, I don't want no scrub misclass 
"If Mike Tyson ever dreamed of 
hitting me, he'd better wake up 
and apologize immediately." 
— Dr. Diamond, ECON 211. 

"Up against the wall mother-
f**ker. This is a stick-up." 
— Dr. Matusow, HIST 351. 
Allen "Pulp Fiction" Matusow. 

"Come here. I want to beat you 
with my automatic beat stick." 
— Male sophomore. 
Warning: This is what happens 
when you send in bad misclass. 

cedent pay, training available, free 
membership. Call Mike at (713) 664-
9622. Close to campus. 

VALET PARKERS needed. Cash to-
day. Must be able to work nights and 
weekends. Valid TDL. Please call (713) 
524-4315. 

HOUSING 

ATTENTION ALLStudents!!! Off-cam-
pus housing is the way to live, and at 
ITie Villages of Meyerland we offer a 
little bit of style, a lot of class and some 
extra pocket money. Come visit us at 
the Villages at Meyerland and receive 
$250 off your 1st full month's rent on 
all 6, 9 and 12 month leases (with this 
ad only)! Villages at Meyerland, 8900 
Chimney Rock, Houston,Texas, 77096. 
(713) 666-2904. www.rent.net/direct/ 
villagesatmeyerland. 

FOR RENT: Spacious House. 3 BDR/ 
2 Bath. Private Backyard. Cheap, clean, 
8 minutes from Rice. Garage, good 
neighborhood, lots of storage room, 
great for several students, easy access 
to 610. Call Amy at (713) 432-0089. 

HOUSE FOR RENT. Three bed-
rooms/two bath with garage off Buf-
falo Speedway/Holcome. Ceiling fans 
with hardwoods throughout. Available 
June 30. $1500 per month; one year 
lease. Call Anne at (713) 665-5229 or 
(281) 952-7100. v. 

NOTES & NOTICES 

If you plan to participate in Commence 
ment and have not ordered regalia, 
please contact the Campus Store 
ASAP. Complete information on Com-
mencement 1999 can be found at 
www.rice.edu/commencement. 

The GLBT Ally workshop will be April 
29 from 6-9:30 p.m. in Farnsworth Pa-
vilion. Students interested in becom-
ing visible allies to gay and lesbian 
students at Rice, and in helping to 
build a more positive climate on cam-
pus for sexual diversity, shoyld come 
to the Ally Workshop. Heather Syrett 
will lead a discussion of the issues that 
gay and lesbian students face, particu-
larly at Rice, and strategies for being 
an ally to the gay community. A stu-
dent panel will talk a^out their experi-
ences and be open for questions. Par-
ticipants will receive a sign I hat they 
can use to mark their room as a "Safe 
Zone" for gay and lesbian students. 

The Baker Kicker Party is tomorrow 
night. This is Bill Van Vooren's favor-
ite party of the year, and he still needs 
a date. Call (713) 630-8047. Keep in 
mind that he'd prefer two ladies. 

"Heavy petting was great, but this 
is now more autobiographical than 
historical." 
— Dr. Matusow, HIST 351. 

"I have no money. I have no car. 
And I just lost the only girl who 
really matters. I guess that makes 
me a scrub." 
— Lovett junior. 
Oh yes, son, I'm talking to you. 

'They called him Big Minh, 
because he was big for a Vietnam-
ese and to distinguish him from 
the little Minh." 
— Dr. Matusow, HIST 351. 

Before test No. 3: "You guys don't 
look ready — look like dead meat" 
— Dr. Gao, MATH 102. 

"Buncha big-a big-a big terms. Oh, 
Boy!" 
— Dr. Gao, MATH 102. 

"There was sex, and I'm sure it 
was great — it usually is. But there 
were also a lot of one-night stands, 
expoitation and gang bangs, which 
had little to do with Eros." 
—Dr. Matusow, HIST 351. 

"You're going to bed already? 
There are high school girls here." 
—Baker f reshman during Owl 
Weekend. 

"Integral test? It's a lovely test 
really, but you don't need it." 
— Dr. Gao, MATH 102. 

"Weil, it's not like you've ever seen 
her uterus." 
"Well, only once." 
"I had to use a flashlight." 
— Conversation between three 
Jones members . 

"It'll go boom. Bad things will 
happen." 
— Dr. Kulinowski, CHEM 152. 

"If you open your mouth, you'll get 
credit." 
— T.A., POLI 211. 

"I don't know what he did. He 
wasn't the manager. He probably 
just swabbed out the booths." 
— Dr. Martin, SOCI 321, referring 
to an employee of a porn shop 
equipped with television booths. 
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