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A feather in your cap 
ABI COHEN/THRESHER 

Robert Crooks of the Choctaw tribe waits in the Grand Hall of the Student Center with Seminole Brian Jacobs 
during Friday's Powwow, hosted by the Rice University Native American Student Association and sponsored by 
the Office for Multicultural Affairs and the inter-Tribal Council of Houston. 

Referendum falls nine votes 
short of required turnout 

by Leslie Liu 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

T h e S tudent Association Spr ing 
Elections resul ted in the failure of a 
r e f e r e n d u m which would have allo-
cated the remain ing funds in the 
Owl Care and Escort Cart accoun ts 
to staff the Health Services clinic 
weekn igh t s and w e e k e n d s for the 
1999-2000 academic year. 

T h o u g h the r e f e r endum received 
72 pe rcen t of the total vote, t h e num-
be r of votes fell nine shor t of the 
requi red 20 p e r c e n t of the s tudent 
body. " 

"I wish more s tudents would have 
voted, but the tu rnout was not bad 
cons ider ing that Spring Elect ions 
always show a d rop in participation 
f rom Genera l Elections," referen-
d u m a u t h o r a n d Thresher Sen ior 
Edi tor Brian Stoler said. 

SA Par l iamentar ian and Lovett 
College junior Jace Frey said that it 
may be t ime to recons ider the voting 
p rocedure , s ince low tu rnout d o e s 
not accurately g a u g e s tuden t opin-
ions. 

"The Spr ing Elections typically 

have a low voter turnout . We were 
really close, so it's kind of tragic," 
Frey said. "There were lots of s igns 
up and no p rob lems with the elec-
t ions this t ime." 

Four s tudents who had not turned 
in pet i t ions for candidacy by the 
deadl ine were added to the ballot at 
t h e April 5 meet ing. Two of them 
won posit ions as Honor Council at-
large representat ives , Hanszen Col-
lege junior Paul Hess and Will Rice 
Col lege sophomore Lisa Hsieh. 

"[We] filed under the complaint 
that t he re was poor publicity," Hess 
said. 

H e s s said though h e is on both 
t h e H o n o r Counc i l and t h e SA 
listserves, h e did not hea r of the 
deadl ine on time. 

"I went to the SA mee t ing to file 
t h e petition," Hsieh, who has been 
an Honor Council m e m b e r for two 
years , said. "I think they could see 
that we had taken the time to go 
t h r o u g h the entire filing process , 
and that we were commit ted to run-
ning for office." 

Hsieh said that she could under-
See ELECTIONS, Page 8 

ELECTION RESULTS 
U-Court at-large reps: 
Dinah Mack 
Chioma Okereke 
Kyle Voosen 

Honor Council at-targe reps: 
Kelly Bolen 
Paul Hess 
Lisa Hsieh 

RPC Internal VP 
Ginger Chao 

RPC External VP 
Anisha Patel 

RPC Treasurer 
Dan Street 

Campanile Editors 
Jamie Bartling 
Rosemary Caster 

Sammy the Owl 
Naomi Toledo 
Susan Egeiand (assistant) 

Referendum (failed) 
72.0% Yes 
27.0% No 
530 Total Ballots 
(539 total ballots needed for 
referendum to pass) 

INSIDE 

O P I N I O N P a g e 3 
Play-Pretend Y2K 

NEWS P a g e 7 
Houston ponders new rails 

A & E * P a g e 1 6 
Spike and Mike amuse 

SPORTS P a g e 1 9 
Another poet columnist 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Partly cloudy, 45-61 degrees 
If it's a nice day out, why not 
show your owl how to skip? 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 46-66 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 46-71 degrees 

Scoreboard 
Baseball 
Rice 7, Brigham Young 1 

Curriculum passes first vote 
Proposal would eliminate restricted distribution 

by Julie Hollar 
T H R E S H E R STAFF 

T h e unde rg radua te curr iculum 
r e f o r m proposa l c lea red its f irst 
ma jor hurd le Wednesday when it 
pas sed by an overwhelming major-
ity at t he faculty meet ing. 

On ly t h r e e facu l ty m e m b e r s 
voted against the proposal, which 
was drawn up by the Undergradua te 
C u r r i c u l u m C o m m i t t e e and was 
based largely on the resul ts of the 
deba t e and straw poll taken on a 
variety of proposal possibilities at 
last mon th ' s faculty meet ing. 

"I th ink the faculty was ready to 
b r ing this debat ing p rocess to an 
end, and I think we have a proposal 
that m a k e s sense for Rice," Religious 
Studies Professor and UCC Chair 
Gerald McKenny said. "It is simple 
and coheren t , two words which I 

New colleges consume 
student parking lots 

by Es the r Sung 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

At least 150 s tudent parking spots 
on the south side of c ampus will be 
lost when const ruct ion on the new 
South College beg ins over the sum-
mer. T h e s tuden t s who would have 
parked in these spots will have to 
park in the Stadium parking lot in 
the fall. 

Baker, Hanszen and Wiess Col-
leges ' park ing lots will be directly 
affected by the construct ion of South 
College. However, bo th Vice Presi-
den t for S tuden t Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho and s tuden t s " informed 
the new college planning commit tee 
... that they did not want to lose 
more g reen space or playing fields 

to replace t he se park ing lots," said 
Neill Binford, associa te vice presi-
dent for Finance and Admirji'stra-
tion. f 

Consequent ly , the remain ing 168 
s tuden t spots left on the south side 
of c a m p u s will be divided equally 
a m o n g the six south colleges, re-
sult ing in 28 park ing spots per col-
lege. 

T h e s e 28 spots, however, must 
include park ing for res ident associ-
a t e s , c o l l e g e c o o r d i n a t o r s and 
ki tchen and cleaning staff before stu-
dent park ing can b e dis tr ibuted. 

"We'll take our losses (at Sid] 
b e c a u s e e v e r y o n e e l se is los ing 
spots, too," said Sid Richardson Col-
lege junior Kyle Voosen. "It's just 

See PARKING, Page (i 

Beer-Bike parade fines 
reduced after appeals 

by Leslie Liu 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFl-

College f ines for violations at 
Beer-Bike 1999 have been reduced 
af ter several college Beer-Bike co-
o rd ina to r s appea led to Associa te 
Director of Student Activities Mona 
Hicks. "In an effort to be fair and 
consis tent for all colleges, I reviewed 
the appeals and tried to devise a 
sys tem based upon each college 's 
concerns ," Hicks wrote in a response 
letter to coord ina tors at each col-
lege. 

According to Will Pice College 

Beer-Bike Coordinator and senior 
Jonna Beck, the Will Rice, Hanszen, 
Jones , Wies s and Sid Richardson 
C o l l e g e B e e r - B i k e c o o r d i n a t o r s 
s igned a combined appeal. "We ap-
pealed a long with some other col-
l eges the securi ty f ines because \v«.-
felt securi ty was poorly prepared t< * 
h a n d l e t h e m a s s of e v e n t s ad-
equately," Beck said. 

"We me t with o the r coordinatoi ? 
unde r the basis that a m a s s appeal 
would b e m o r e effective," J o n e s Co-
ordinator and sophomore Charlin 
Chu said. "We decided at the meet-

" See BIKE, Pagi- '' 

cannot say accurately descr ibe out 
cur ren t system." 

To reconcile the question of dis-
tribution classes, which formed the 
cen te r of the deba te at previous 
meet ings , the proposal would re-
q u i r e 12 h o u r s of "designated distri-
bution" in each of the three existing 
groups , including classes in at least 
two depa r tmen t s f rom each group. 
D e s i g n a t e d d i s t r ibu t ion c o u r s e s 
would be de te rmined by the deans 
of -each g roup and would include 
cou r se s that "are broad-based, ac-
cessible to non-majors and repre-
sentative of the knowledge, intellec-
tual skills and habi ts of t hought that 
are mos t character is t ic of a' (disci-
pline or of inquiry across disciplines." 

In o ther words, s tuden t s would 
choose four c lasses per g roup f rom 
a list of c lasses more limited than 

See CURRICULUM, Page 9 
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I need an actor, stat! 
Hanszen College junior Jon Kallsvaart fakes his injuries for the benefit 
of Emergency Medical Technician trainees Sarah Scherschel (left), 
Holly Hlnson, Kathryn Dalton and Dana Lee. Rice EMS staged mock 
emergencies Sunday as practice for the students. 
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Reforming curriculum 
A faculty vote Wednesday overwhelmingly approved the Univer-

sity Curriculum Commit tee ' s proposed changes to the undergradu-
ate curriculum. If the proposal passes its second reading at the next 
faculty meeting, starting in fall 2000 new undergraduates will not 
have to deal with the cur rent system of "restricted distribution 
courses" or "foundation courses ." Instead, s tudents will have to take 
12 hours of "designated distribution courses" from each of the three 
course groups. 

By eliminating the foundat ion/ res t r ic ted distribution require-
ments , the UCC would greatly simplify requirements and do away 
with a system that cannot accomplish what it aims to in many fields. 
Allowing s tudents a grea te r range of options for courses in the 
natural and social sciences, the UCC would better allow us to 
discover what we really want to in each group, ra ther than trying to 
find the right (or easiest) courses in a limited list. 

However, we agree with part of the current restricted distribution 
requirements . Those who, in the past, would have had to take 
Humanit ies 101 and 102 would be able to count many more courses 
in the School of Humanit ies toward their final graduation require-
ments . But we fear that this might enable some s tudents to slip 
th rough the cracks — to earn a Rice degree without gaining a basic 
set of knowledge and writing and analyzing skills that can be hard to 
gain elsewhere. 

Every s tudent should take e i ther HUMA 101 and 102 or a set of 
courses that cover similar material. We ' re not suggest ing that HUMA 
101 and 102 become required courses for everyone at Rice. Instead, 
we suggest a set of courses be drawn up that s tudents can opt to take 
in place of HUMA 101 and 102. Each of these classes would still 
survey a fairly wide range of the world 's greatest and most important 
writings, but they could also be more tailored to a particular depart-
ment. Funneling s tudents to o ther depar tments would also lighten 
the load on HUMA 101 and 102 classes packed with Group III majors. 
ILiis way, all of us, whe the r eng ineers or poets — or both — could 
be more assured that we are get t ing the complete education that we 
came to Rice for. 

Keeping parking open 
With the impending destruct ion of the Herr ing Hall Lot, the Jones 

College Lot and the B a k e r / H a n s z e n / W i e s s Lot, colleges are scram-
bling to obtain more s tudent spaces. We think they should instead 
designate most of their spaces for faculty/staff parking. 

Faculty spaces may be used by any s tudent after hours and during 
the entire weekend. Student spaces, on the other hand, may only be 
used by a select few. After this summer , relatively few seniors, let 
alone underclassmen, will be able to get student spaces. 

As inner-campus spaces dwindle, it is important for colleges to 
stay focused on what 's best for a!! s tudents . Right now, Herr ing Hall 
Lot fills up every weekend. As lots disappear, more and more 
s tudents will be left out. Rather than hoarding spaces for a small 
number of s tudents , colleges need to make more spaces available to 

Missing the vote 
T h e Student Association conducted its Spring Elections Friday to 

Wednesday. As usual, the ballot was online, directly linked from the 
main Riceinfo site. The ballot included, in addition to standard 
positions like Honor Council and University Court at-large positions, 
<i student-organized re fe rendum on Health Services that proposed 
i hat the approximately $32,000 in excess Student Association blanket 
fax money go to the university to increase Health Services' operating 
hours . It you're.a regular reader of this editorial space, you've surely 
heard of k< by now, pe rhaps dd nauseum — this is the third straight 
week we've written about it. 

Some of us were disappointed that the re ferendum to did not pass. 
But what surprised us the most was the actual breakdown of the 
votes. Over 70 percent of those voting were in favor of the referendum 
— a significant number . Unfortunately, not enough people voted on 
the re fe rendum to guaran tee its passage; the total number of votes 
cast was nine shor t of the required 20 percent of the student body. 

Those opposed to the re fe rendum were, in a way, lucky. If nine 
more people had voted against the re fe rendum, it would have passed. 
This is merely the odd happens tance of re fe rendum voting. But what 
is truly disturbing about these n u m b e r s is that not even a fifth of Rice 
undergradua tes took the t ime to vote one way or the o ther on the 
issue. 

If the student body were truly opposed to the referendum, conceiv-
ably more people would have voted against it, enough to block thg 
measure ' s passage while showing that on-campus student health 
< are is still a significant issue for Rice students. 

We wonder why it is that SA elections have a perennially low 
turnout. Do s tudents simply not care about campus politics? Do1-' 
s tudents intend to vote but procrast inate until it's too late? Are online 
ballots too easy to ignore? Or are the re are so many things to vote for 
that the important offices and issues get buried? We suggest the SA 
investigate further. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Recognize strengths of 
Health Services 
To the editor: 

I was sitting in Baker Hall read-
ing freshman Josh Ginsberg's let-
ter, "Solution to the Health Services 
dilemma" (April 9), reflecting on the 
four and a half years of my experi-
ences with Rice Health Services. Not 
just once, but throughout my Rice 
career, I have received prompt and 
more than adequate medical atten-
tion at said facility. Ginsberg's plan 
"to use the Texas Medical Center as 
a primary source of health care" 
seems naive and uninformed. 

Health Services, as far as I know, 
has not been a "perennial frustra-
tion for Rice students." In cases 
where an inconvenience may arise, 
Ginsberg's plan to instead rely on 
theTexas Medical Center would not 
provide a workable solution. 

Ginsberg claims that Health Ser-
vices' hours are inadequate. Reality 
check: At most physicians' offices, 
neither extended hours nor week-
end treatment is available. In the 
world outside the hedges, you go to 
the emergency room if you need 
care during these hours. Rice stu-
dents are free to use the ERs located 
in "those towers across Main Street" 
at their discretion. 

Health Services is not provided 
with the staff, the money or the space 
to serve as a hospital to Rice's 4,000 
students, including all undergradu-
ate and graduate students. However, 
it is adequately equipped to provide 
primarycare services, which is more 
appropriate for a student population 
in which the vast majority of cases 
are the cold, flu, stomach viruses, 
strep, women's health and the like. 
That is why we call it Health Ser-
vices and not the Rice University 
Hospital. 

Ginsberg claims that "most of 
the time, students are told they have 
mono or they're pregnant." From 
my experience, this claim is un-
founded. Health Services tests for 
mononucleosis and other common 
illnesses as a preventative measure. 
T i e only time I was told I had mono, 
it was confirmed by a throat culture. 
Health Services physicians have 
never told me I was pregnant be-
cause I never have been. On the 
whole, 1 have found their diagnoses 
appropriate. 

Doctors and nurses aren't cheap, 
except for those provided via Health 
Services. We are not billed for indi-
vidual visits, and whenever possible, 
medication is dispensed free of 
charge. All for &407 per semester in 
Health Servicesrees, we receive the 
attention of physicians well-ac-
quainted with each student and his 
needs, unlimited visits and low-cost 
services. 

Ginsberg recommends making 

arrangements to have Medical Cen-
ter physicians "accept Rice health 
insurance and be Rice's primary 
health service." However, the very 
reasonable premium charged for 
this insurance is made possible by 
the existence of a student health 
center, which helps keep costs down. 
Most doctors charge for routine of-
fice visits; ours do. not. When a com-
pany underwrites Rice health insur-
ance, it considers that Health Ser-
vices will be the first, and possibly 
last, stop in the process. Without 
Health Services, the costs associ-
ated with providing and receiving 
health care would undoubtedly in-
crease. 

By referring Rice students to pri-
vate practitioners in the Medical 
Center, students probably will not 
have much shorter waits for sick 
visits. All physicians, on- and off-
campus, have set office hours, and 
you generally have to schedule an 
appointment in advance or walk into 
the ER. For "access to more special-
ized doctors" or weekend medical 
care, the Medical Center has been 
and will remain to be the appropri-
ate choice. For commonhealth con-
cerns, Health Services provides a 
cost-effective convenience for the 
student body. 

We do not ignore "the resources 
we could possibly have at our dis-
posal." Instead, we have the free-
dom to use these resources as 
needed. I hope that in considering 
how to make health care for Rice 
students better, we won't ignore the 
strengths and advantages of our 
current system. 

Brandy Smith 
Lovett senior 

Economics Department 
ignores good teaching 
To the editor: 

Does the Economics Department 
care for good teaching? 

The news of Economic Depart-
ment Professor John Vrooman's 
departure at the end of this year has 
come as a major disappointment to 
many students. If the Economics 
Department were to ask students 
ab«ut Vrooman, it would quickly 
learn that he might be the most 
liked and respected economics pro-
fessor. Inspiring his students to have 
a deep understanding of economics, 
Vrooman transforms often boring 
economic concepts into interesting, 
useful material. His lectures con-
stantly tie economic theory with 
current real-world economic issues. -
Also, Vrooman's enthusiasm goes 
far beyond the classroom. His pres 
ence is felt and appreciated at many 
Rice athletic events and other stu-
dent functions. He truly cares for his 
students. If Professor Vrooman rep-

resents the quality teaching that Rice 
University affirms, why does he have 
to continue his career at Vanderbilt 
University? 

Vrooman's departure will be a 
major loss to the Economics Depart-
ment and to Rice University stu-
dents. 

Carlos Bustamante 
Will Rice junior 

H. Oliver Pereira 
Baker sophomore 
Jeremy X. Wilson 

Baker junior 
and 43 other signees 

Graduate Apartments 
prices unreasonable 
To the editor: 

I would like to draw attention to 
some issues about the new Gradu-
ate Apartments being readied for 
occupation next fall. Some of the 
decisions of our administrators are 
causing a lot of concern to some 

See HOUSING, Page 4 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Letters., to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Let ters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible newssto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 

. Subscribing 
si Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first class 
mail. 

C r 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
C o n t ac 11 h e 77; resher for m o re 
information. 
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College like clothing: Try it till it fits 
There are really only two situa-
tions in which you can actually get 
away with giving advice: You are 
half of a batty newspaper columnist 
set of twins, or you are 
talking to someone who 
is about to graduate from 
high school. So to all of 
you potential frosh, I give 
you not exactly advice, but 
my personal take on col-
lege in the form of "What 
I Did for My College Va-
cation": 

With no idea about 
Rice, I got on a plane, then 
got lost in Houston. I 
found Rice and participated in Ori-
entation Week. O-Week was a blur 
that left only two concrete memo-
ries: pizza and exhaustion. Only now 
do I realize how prophetic O-Week 
was. 

Freshman year was a blur of lov-
ing college and hating it and think-
ing I was in control when I really 
wasn't. It was the year I lost a few 
friends to extreme circumstances, 
but many more to things as mun-
dane as distance and mistakes. But 
it was also the first time I got to find 
out who I was for myself. If I had it to 
do over, I'd probably do a much 
better job, but that's not the point, 
right? 

Zach 
Bonig 

Sophomore year was a blur, but 
for different reasons. That was the 
year I dedicated to partying and 
drinking and learning to be a friend 

again. I found that two of 
those roads weren't ex-
actly dead ends, but the 
scenery wasn't that great 
either. But I wouldn't 
trade elevator sniping or 
post-Pub c raz iness 
memories for anything. 
Running Club 13 and 
chang ing my major 
turned out to be pretty 
good ideas too. 

Junior year was a blur, 
but I bet you could've guessed that. 
I disappeared from the social world, 
worked too much, learned to love 
reading and writing again, and found 
the absolute best spot in Houston to 
watch beautiful women in sports 
bras buy pasta. I found that good 
friends aren't always good room-
mates and that working too much is 
almost as bad as partying too much, 
but often can get you a better dental 
plan. 

Now I'm a senior and have it 
pretty much figured out. Which is 
to say, I don't have a clue whatso-
ever, but I fake competency much 
better now. I found that people re-
ally don't remember your failures 

or care that much about your suc-
cesses. They only really remember 
how you acted when you held their 
hearts in your hand. I've found I'm 
starting to understand how college 
works, which means it's time to get 
out of here, but I still envy those who 
are just getting to start. 

I don't have a clue 
whatsoever, but I fake 

competency much 
better now. 

All in all, it seems to me that 
college is about clothing. You try on 
cowboy hats, painter's smocks, tux-
edos, carpenter's belts, thinking 
caps, shaving cream, interview suits, 
drama makeup and lots of T-shirts. 
As I get ready to leave, I'm still not 
sure exactly what I want to wear, but 
I know what I don't, and maybe that's 
better anyway. Getting to try and be 
a lot of different things is what col-
lege is mostly about. 

But it's also about pizza and ex-
haustion. 

Zach Bonig is a Lovett College senior. 

These are play-pretend sticks and stones, Alia 

Humankind + Y[anything]K = foolishness 
E n o u g h Y 2 K crap already! 

Based on the exposure Y2Kgets, 
I'd say the world has an obsession 
with it. If I had a penny for every 
time I saw or heard some-
thing about the millen-
nium in the past year, I'd 
have at least $50 by now. 

But if I had a whole 
dollar for every time I've 
heard Y2Kcome up in con-
versation, I'd have maybe 
enough to buy a Whopper 
Jr. combo meal with a 
Sprite. Sales tax could stop 
me, though, especially if I 

<opt for cheese. 
* It's irrelevant to me 

which is the actual turn of the cen-
tury — 2000 or 2001. Nor do I care 
what we'll call the next century when 
we get to start living then. Everyone 
should just take it easy. We'll know 
soon enough. 

Angelique 
Siy 

I'll be laughing at the 
people depleting life 
savings for special 

accomodations on the 
big night. 

Let's quickly review the argu-
ments for designating 2000 the first 
year of the next millennium: That 's 
when all the digits change. It's the 
year Prince's celebratory song an-
ticipates. That's when the" majority 
of people think the new millennium 
will begin, and since humankind 
defined the calendar, we can decide 
when new centuries begin and end. 
Lastly, it's nearly impossible to fight 
widely held assumptions, so we 
might as well go with the flow, which 
empties into the new-millennium-
starts:at-2000 pool. , 

Let's now, in fairness, go over the 
good reasons this millennium should 
end'on 2000 and begin on 2001. It's 
intuitive that a century ends at 2000, 
because we automatically s tar t 
counting from one, not from zero. 
Elementary school students don't 
even learn about, zero until third 
grade. The argument put forth by 
obsessive intellectuals is that the 
lack of a year zero and the very 
definition of a century having a hun-
dred years (and a millennium hav-
ing a thousand) mandates that the 

new century/millennium begin only 
after all those years are completed 
— after 2000. 

The argument is logical, but its 
proponents are often so 
evangelical they make me 
sick when they get pas-
sionate about the issue. 
The media have ignored 
them, as have the popu-
lace at large. I'm a mem-
ber of both groups, and 
I'm inclined to leave them 
alone and let them feel 
smug. Friday, Dec. 31, let 
them watch the fools cel-
ebrate. Me? I'll be laugh-
ing at the people deplet-

ing life savings for special accom-
modations on the big night. Either 
of the big nights. 

I'm disappointed that people are 
spending money on a substance-
less benefit — status, perhaps — to 
attain Y2K bragging rights. The 
funds could be used to mediate any 
of the world's problems. 

And I'm unable to understand 
why any couple would care to have 
the first baby of the new millen-
nium. The only benefits I can imag-
ine lie at the end of ridkulous chains 
of thought. For exAff le : The baby 
is born, gets a few seconds of fame, 
grows up believing itself more spe-
cial than peers because of the desig-
nation, is therefore socially rejected 
as arrogant, sleeps with a few mem-
bers of the opposite sex who may 
then add "the first baby born in the 
new millennium" to their list of ce-
lebrity lays, begins to experiment 
with controlled substances because 
of the rejection, is the focus of a 
"Where Are They Now? Three-Sec-
ond Celebrities" feature on "Oprah," 
attracts the attention of a philan-
thropic psychiatric hospital because 
of the appearance, recovers beauti-
fully and eventually wins the New 
York senatorial race. Not that that's 
the only road to success, mind you. 

Anyway, the entire thing is too 
easy to dispute. What's the point? 
Competition? Stress? Disappoint-
ment? These parents are probably 
just victims of the competitive men-
tality they absorbed while living in 
the 1980s. There are plenty of other 
firsts and lasts humans will try to 
make significant, but most will prob-
ably just end up enhancing the camp 
value of some diner in the Midwest. 
Maybe there'll be lots of bumper 
stickers for it or something. 

It's possible the Y2K baby thing 

is a plot by the makers of labor-
inducing drugs to reap megabucks. 

That reminds me, I'm also laugh-
ing at conspiracy geeks who say the 
various Y2K bugs are there to keep 
us subjugated. There are so many 
kinds, after all. One I just learned 
about a second ago is the problem 
caused by the fact that leap year 
calculations aren't always figured into 
anyone's plans. Ordinarily, years that 
are multiples of four are leap years. 
But years that are multiples of 100 
are not leap years, while years that 
are multiples of 400 are. 

In the end, one year won't matter 
much. No matter what brainiacs say, 
Y[something]K will be the obses-
sion of marketers who seek to tie an 
artificially significant milestone to 
their plans for commercial success, 
because "Y[something]K-plus-one" 
just isn't punchy. 

Who cares, really? As long as the 
bugs are worked out, as long as 
there's celebrating at every new year, 
what's the difference? 

Angelique Siy is ads production man-
ager and a Sid Richardson College 
senior. She can be reached at 
alia@rice.edu. 
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Of steel and history 
To quote a Chevy truck ad: 
"Some nations are born. This one 
was built." 

Below is one of the things 
America built. This is 
the Carquinez Straits 
Bridge, 20 miles north-
east of San Francisco, 
opened the same day 
Lindbergh landed in 
Paris. 

America believed in 
technology back in 
those days. In 1939, San 
Francisco even threw a 
World's Fair to cel-
ebrate the next two 
bridges built in the Bay 
Area. 

I have a book — High Steel — 
of the photos some local photog-
raphers took of the construction 
of those bridges. These are he-
roic images. They glorify steel, 
structures and, above all, the men 
who worked in midair to build 
them. 

The Carquinez exemplifies 
the kind of bridges American built 
back then. It's big. It's built to 
work, not to look nice. And it's 
done its job well for more than 70 
years now. 

I've always liked cantilever 
bridges like this one. I like look-
ing at them. There's something 
wonderfully expressive about that 
jumble of steel girders, chaotic 
from some angles, simple from 
others, all placed according to 
the way gravity and steel and au-
tomobiles work. - >- > 

It's a peculiarly American 
thing, too: Something like 90 per-
cent of the large canti lever 
bridges in the world are in North 
America. Cantilevers spanned 
our continent's wide rivers well, 
and they seem to fit the Ameri-
can ethic. This is a country that 
has always prided itself on doing 

Christof 
Spieler 

things well but without unneces-
sary extravagance. 

This is a blue-collar bridge for 
a blue-collar country. 

That country is dis-
appearing, though,and 
so is the bridge. State 
h ighway e n g i n e e r s 
think it will probably 
fall down in the next 
Earthquake, and work 
is underway to replace 
it. 

The rep lacement 
fits a different kind of 
country. It's a suspen-
sion bridge — clean, 
simple and sleek. It will 

suspend a roadway across 2,300 
feet of nothingness with only thin 
cables. 

It's the perfect bridge, per-
haps, for an era when we expect 
technology to perform routine 
miracles without having to see 
how it works. 

One thing doesn't change, 
though. As long as we need to 
travel, as long as we need water, 
power and a roof over our heads, 
we will need to build. The ques-
tion is whether we take pride in 
that. 

Christof Spieler (Sid '97) is design 
consultant and a graduate student 
in civil engineering. He can be 
reached at spieler@rice.edu. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
HOUSING, from Page 2 
graduate students. In the proposed 
apartments, there are a total of 12 
efficiencies (six245-square-footand 
six 268-square-foot) priced at $338.25 
and $363.25 a month; 14 one-bed-
room/one-bath for $588.25; 74 two-
bedroom/two-bath for $443.25 and 
12 four -bedroom/ two-ba th for 
$393.25. About 75 beds are being 
offered to present residents of the 
Grad House, and who gets which is 
being decided by a draw of lots. 

I am puzzled by the pricing struc-
ture that makes no sense whatso-
ever. The efficiencies are the ones 
most in demand, but they are being 
priced the lowest and there are only 
12 of them. So the students who 
have no option but to live in the new 
Grad Apartments and cannot afford 
to pay for the more expensive apart-
ments may have to stay in a cramped 
apartment with three other residents 
and pay more for it. 

What is the incentive for resi-
dents to pay more in order to stay in 
a four-bedroom/two-bath apart-
ment? There is no economic sense 
in this pricing structure. Everything 
seems to have been left to pure luck. 

The pricing seems to have been 
done based only on the square-foot 
area and not on the demand for the 
apartments. If it is cheaper to build 
and maintain efficiencies, why didn't 
they build more of them? During the 
earlier meetings with the architects, 
we had suggested that they have 

more of the efficiencies, but they 
would have none of that. 

During a recent meeting with the 
managers of the new place, the cur-
rent residents of Grad House ex-
pressed their views about these is-
sues. But all the officials did was nod 
their heads in a kind of detached 
amusement. 

Another issue is about the cur-
rent Grad House: While people have 
been very critical of the quality of 
the furniture and the rooms, it has 
been a very good home for many of 
us (more so because of the people 
who take care of things there). The 
prospect of having to move out of 
the old Grad House and not getting 
into the new Grad House Apartments 
is a major worry for many of us. We 
are being told that the old Grad 
House will be torn down and the 
property will be sold off to some 
institute in the Medical Center. 
While this may enrich Rice's coffers 
by a few millions in the short term, it 
may be a bad move in the long run. 
People who are more knowledge-
able than I feel that Rice should not 
.let go of property that is so close to 
the campus. 

I hope that these concerns fall on 
the right ears and that they are ad-
dressed. 

Vishwas Sundaramurthy 
Graduate student 

Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Department 
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Beer-Bike jacks judged by double standard 

Todd 
Makse 

I n t h e aftermath of Beer-Bike, I 
fear there are many people who 
know little or nothing about one of 
this year's most important stories. 

To sum it up briefly, 
six Sid Richardson Col-
lege students, myself 
included, took bike 
tires from Baker as a 
jack the Monday before 
Beer-Bike. The tires 
were discovered and 
returned Wednesday 
night. The fqllowing 
Tuesday, we were 
threatened with rusti-
cation if we did not 
come forward, confess 
and accept a ridiculously severe 
punishment. On April 6, we con-
fessed at the council meetings of 
both colleges. 

My biggest concern with this 
process has been the clear double 
standard applied to our case. 
Granted, our actions were in viola-
tion of the Code of Student Con-
duct, and if that code were applied 
uniforn^ly, I would have no prob-
lem with our punishment. The 
truth, however, is that the code is 
enforced with a great deal of dis-
cretion, especially in the area of 
jacks. Let me outline my objec-
tions to the handling of this case. 

First of all, minor violations of 
the code during Beer Bike are 
normally overlooked when they, 
are in the nature of a jack, espe-
cially in the area of theft. And al-
though bikes are an integral part 
of Beer-Bike, we did not know we 
were violating Beer-Bike rules by 
taking them temporarily. The 
moment we found out it was 
against the rules, we met to make 
preparation to return them incon-
spicuously. If the investigation had 
been run reasonably, there would 
have been an amnesty period in 
which thex tires could have been 
returned without any trouble, or 
perhaps with only a fine. Instead, 
it is clear that somebody with an 
agenda wanted to make an ex-

ample out of this case. 
Second, while we were in viola-

tion of the written rules for Beer-
Bike, we were careful to respect 

the unwritten rules of 
jacks, which are that you 
don't destroy property, 
you don't physically as-
sault peosons and you 
don't target individuals* 
Not all colleges follow 
these rules: Last year I 
was physically assaulted 
by three Wiess College 
students during an at-
tempt to destroy water 
balloons. I was not one of 
the persons caught in 

their masters' garage, although I 
understand the Jones College stu-
dents involved in that jack were 
beaten up as well. Needless to say, 
those assaults were never part of 
an official investigation; some of 
us understand that jacks are about 
college pride, not about individu-
als tattling on each other. 

It's about college 

pride, just like jacks 

are. 

Third, it is unfortunate that this 
investigation targeted individuals 
rather than a college, because it 
will effectively mean the end of 
jacks. To some people, this might 
not matter. But if jacks don't mat-
ter to you, then Beer-Bike 
shouldn't matter either, because 
they're one and the same thing. 
Beer-Bike is not a professional bik-
ing race for money, fame or for-
tune. It's about college pride, just 
like jacks are. You need empirical 
evidence that jacks are dying? 
Well, last year there were at least 
four colleges with people out do-
ing jacks, and this year there were 
only three. Next year, I fear that 
the same concern will dampen 

Sid's spirit for jacks. Add that to 
Orientation Week advisers not 
being allowed at matriculation, the 
Night of Decadence argument and 
countless other traditions that 
have been eliminated. 

Fourth, I am concerned, that 
our punishment is the result of 
some people taking themselves 
too seriously. I have spoken (o a 
number of Baker members and 
have yet to find one who was an-
gry about the disappearance of 
the bike tires. When we confessed 
at Baker Cabinet meeting, a num-
ber of people smiled and laughed, 
probably because they know as 
well as we do that our jack, while 
against the rules, did no real harm. 

Finally, according to the results 
in last week's Thresher, Sid was 
disqualified after the fact from the 
women's race. (We were disquali-
fied from the other two races on 
the day of Beer-Bike.) Stealing the 
tires could be a reason for the 
disqualifications. I have heard con-
flicting reports about this, but if 
the story is true, that kind of double 
sanctioning is absolutely outi^t 
geous. When we came forward, 
we did so with the assumption that 
individuals were being punished 
because the college had escaped 
disqualification on race day. 

I feel bad for the trouble that 
our actions caused, and I know we 
would not have taken the tires if 
we had known about the prohibi-
tion on such action. In the context 
of jacks, however, it was an honest 
mistake, and in the context of Beer-
•Bike, it was no worse than acci-
dentally throwing a balloon at an 
official during the parade or cross-
ing the start line too early during 
the race. For the second straight 
year, draconian punishment has 
been handed out to individuals for 
jacks. I fear that for those who 
wish to eliminate jacks, the third 
time will be the charm. 

Todd Makse is a Sid Richardson 
College sophomore. 
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On-campus housing to 
be restricted in August 

by Laura Derr 
THRESHER STAFF 

This s u m m e r Food and Housing 
will enforce its s u m m e r hous ing 
policy to not allow s tuden ts o ther 
than varsity a thletes and Orienta-
tion Week coordinators to live on 
campus past Aug. 1. In recent years, 
some s tudents taking classes, re-
searching or working over the sum-
mer living on campus have been 
housed through the end of August. 

"From my perception there re-
ally isn't a change," Residential Col-
leges Manager Bob Truscot t said. 
"We're trying to adhere to what we're 
supposed to be doing, which is a 
two-week down time f rom the end of 
the s u m m e r session to the start of O-
Week." 

7 don't see why anyone 
would want to live on 
campus if they're going 
to have to find another 
place to stay.' 

— Danny Chelius 
Will Rice College junior 

Traditionally, on-campus sum-
mer s tudents have lived in one col-
lege until early Augus t when varsity 
volleyball and football a thletes and 
O-Week coordinators have moved 
to another college; the o thers have 
had to find alternative hous ing for 
the remaining th ree weeks before 
school begins. For the past two sum-
mers, however, o ther s tudents have 
made the move to Will Rice and 
nemained on campus for the dura-
tion of-the summer . 

"What was tough was we'd have 
s tudents say 'What am I going to do 
for three weeks?" 'Truscott said. "We 
tried to accommodate thei r needs. It 
wasn't supposed to happen that way." 
He said the Aug. 1 moving policy will 
be enforced f rom now on. 

Truscot t said cleaning and main-
tenance pose a problem when Rice 
houses extra people in August . 

He also said ano ther reason for 
enforcing the policy is to prevent 
interference with O-Week. "People 
have transitioned into Will Rice and 
caused difficult si tuations for new 
residents," Truscot t said. 

Jones College sophomore Nitin 

Kapur, who plans to conduct re-
search at the Medical Center and 
study for the MCAT this summer , 
said he had been hoping to stay on 
campus before he learned the lease 
ex tends only to Aug. 1. 

"The best thing for me would be 
to stay at Rice," he said. "But [the 
policy] prevents me from staying 
here ." Kapur said he wanted to live 
on campus for convenience. "I was 
planning to use the library and facili-
ties to do my research," h e said. 

Hanszen College junior Chr is 
Noble said he was not aware that 
F&H had previously allowed some 
people to stay on campus past the 
deadline. He moved off campus in 
early August last s u m m e r to comply 
with housing policy. "I moved five 
t imes last summer ," Noble said. "It 
was not an enjoyable experience." 

Will Rice junior Danny Chelius 
lived on campus through the end of 
August last summer . Chelius said it 
would have been "incredibly unfea-
sible" for him to have moved off 
campus Aug. 1. 

C h e l i u s said h e would have 
needed to ei ther find a place to stay 
for two weeks or go h o m e and lose 
two weeks pay from his job. "Itwould 
have been completely inconvenient 
for me," h e said. 

Chelius said living on campus 
over the s u m m e r was a great experi-
ence. "With so many people around, 
it was a lot of fun," h e said. "I don't 
see why anyone would want to live 
on campus if they 're going to have to 
find another place to stay." 

Nob le said h e t h o u g h t F&H 
should provide a place for all on-
campus s tudents to live during Au-
gust. "At worst, they should move us 
to another college," h e said. "I think 
this is going to anger a lot of people 
who planned on living on campus 
and do not have any other place to 
live." Noble said the policy itself is 
bad, not its enforcement by F&H. 

Truscot t said this policy is "bad 
for s tudents, bad for me — all in all, 
a bad situation." In any case, some 
s tudents planning to live on campus 
this summer and next fall will have 
to find alternative hous ing arrange-
ments or plan where to stay during 
the three weeks before classes start. 

Truscott said on-campus summer 
s tudents will probably live in Baker 
College's old section this summer 
before t ransferr ing to Will Rice, de-
pending on how many people choose 
to live on campus. 

"My hope is this year well do [the 
transitions] cleanly," Truscott said. 

He's no Jack Palance... 
A team of high school Junior ROTC students work out Saturday at the Track Stadium for a Rice ROTC-hosted 
local competition. 

Rice EMTs revive cardiac arrest victim 
Music professor suffers heart attack in Alice Pratt Brown Hall 

by Sunidh Jani 
THRESHER STAFF 

Last week, the Rice University 
Police Department and Rice Emer-
gency Medical Service resuscitated 
a professor who had collapsed from 
cardiac arrest. 

The Campus Police dispatch re-
ceived an emergency call from the 
Shepherd School of Music stating 
that a professor who has cardiac 
history collapsed in room 1113 of 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

When they arrived, CPR was be-
ing performed by bystanders . Care 
of the professor was taken over by 
C a m p u s Po l i ce o f f i c e r David 
Newman and EMS Lieutenant and 
Brown College junior Clay Juckett . 
Jucket t also at tached the REMS 
Semi-Automatic Defibrillator to the 
patient. 

W h e n R E M S D i r e c t o r M a r k 
Escott Qones '96) arrived and ana-
lyzed the cardiac rhy thm with the 
aid of the defibrillator, h e found 
professor to be in a lethal cardiac 
r h y t h m k n o w n a s v e n t r i c u l a r 
fibrillation. Escott then defibrillated 
the professor into a life-sustaining 
rhythm. 

"When the patient was found to 
be in ventricular fibrillation, a fatal 

cardiac dysrhythmia ... the defibril-
lator was charged to 200J and I 
shocked the patient," Escott said. 

EMTs cared for the patient until 
the Houston Fire Depar tment medic 
unit arrived. REMS continued as-
sisting the fire depar tment paramed-
ics until the patient was t ransported 
to St. Luke's Hospital. 

This professor was 
clinically dead when 
REMS arrived and 
statistically, probably 
would have stayed 
that way.' 

— Mark Escott 
REMS director 

At last report, the patient had 
been transferred to the Coronary 
Care Unit in stable condition and 
was awake. 

Escott stated that after the shock 
from the defibrillator, the patient was 
at least able to b rea the on hisown. 

"Victims are reliant on the quick 
action of bystanders to call the proper 
emergency n u m b e r for help — in 
our case, (713) 527-6000 — on the 
per formance of CPR by the bystand-
ers and early defibrillation followed 
by advanced cardiac life support." 
Escott said. 

Luckily for the patient, a pediat-
ric physician saw what had happened 
and taught a s tudent how to admin-
ister CPRuntil the Rice officials could 
arrive. 

Esco t tv sa id tha t wi thou t the 
university's backing, the professor 
may not have lived. "This professor 
was clinically dead when REMS ar-
rived and stat is t ical ly, probably 
would have stayed that way if the 
university had not made the deci-
sion to fund this program and equip 
us with a defibrillator," Escott said. 

Escott also commended the by-
standers . "In my e igh tyears of EMS, 
I have never had a save of a cardiac-
arrest victim when CPR was not 
started by bystanders ," Escott said. 
"When a service like REMS can be 
on scene within 45 seconds of dis-
patch, the victim has a much better-
chance of survival than waiting for 
the municipal service to arrive, which 
in this case, was 13 minutes post 
arrest ." 

case there's S O A A E O N E out tlwe 
wks doestit already loww 

iiow DttLKtijHL the bride is: 

(Did 'Witt, 
X* ' 

the Thresher staff extends our warmest regards, 
coHgrabiUtwKf clkI h est wishesJvr lots ojjkotvgmc kids. 

STUDENT TRAVEL 
This ain't your parent's travel agency. 

W i t h our staff of experienced 

travelers, a global ne twork 

of offices, great prices, 

t icket f lex ib i l i ty and 

a ton of travel 

services, w e know 

f irsthand w h a t it 

takes to put 

together a 

mind-blowituj 

tri[J. 

London $540 

t Frankfurt $629 

Amsterdam...$682 

i A i 

...just remember to thank 

mom-for packing 

your suitcase. 

— - t — • • * -**1 i n » n r i r i T 

(800) 777-0112 
All fares are round-trip. Tax not included. Some restr ict ions apply. 

BOOK YOUR TICKETS ON-LINE 

l/i 
STA TRAVEL 
WE'VE BEEN THERE. 

www.statravel.com 

http://www.statravel.com


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, APRIL 16,1999 

Club event provides 
alternative to CK fare 

by Gordon Wittick 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Students gathered in the resi-
dential quadrangle Friday at noon 
where the Alternative Food Club 
offered free food and entertain-
ment, billing their event as the 
"Food Revolution." 

At the event, about 230 stu-
dents filled out a survey, and 187 
signed a petition calling for the 
reinstatement of a committee 
formed by Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
and Vice President for Finance 
and Administration Dean Currie 
committee to discuss food issues 
with students. 

Camacho later said that the 
committee had been reinstated 
just before the event and that its 
first meeting will be April 26. 

Wiess College freshman Ben 
Horne, AFC co-president and a food 
representative for the upcoming 
year, began planning the event 
three weeks ago with the other 
members of the club as a way to 
address the food situation at Rice. 

"Things could really be 
changed, it's just the students 
aren't active enough," Home said. 
"We want to promote student 
activism. The food rep isn't cut-
ting it, basically. It's not that we 
think the people at Food and 
Housing are incompetent, it's not 
enough communication," he said. 

The survey distributed at the 
event asked for student input 
about several issues, including 
serving lunch items like sand-
wiches and burgers for dinner, 
which hours college kitchens 
should be open and the location 
of Coffeehouse. In addition to 
distributing surveys, the club pro-
vided free chicken, rice and cake 
and hosted several student bands. 

Hanszen College freshman 
Jason Gershman signed a peti-
tion and got in line for food, but it 
wasn't long before he left the line 
and the event because he said it 
was not well organized. 
Gershman said that the event was 
promoting entertainment over 
the issues. "I thought they would 
do more about what they wanted 
to change," he said. 

Edloe Street bass player and 
Hanszen freshman Jared Singer, 
who performed at the "Food Revo-
lution," clarified the purpose of 
the event. "The concert is to get 
the food at [Central Kitchen] bet-
ter. It's not anti-CK, it's pro-CK," 

he said. 
"I was so excited about rebel-

ling against CK that I stood in 
line and realized the only thing I 
could eat was rice," Hanszen 
freshman Andrea Lubawy, a veg-
etarian, said. 

Many students at the event 
agreed that food service needs 
some improvements. "I think the 
food sucks," Sid Richardson Col-
lege senior Marisa Walker said. 
"Overhead fees for [off-campus] 
people are insane, considering 
most people eat only one meal — 
lunch." 

"Base cost sucks," Hanszen 
senior Trey Hamilton said. 

Other students at the event 
doubted it would successfully 
affect change. Baker College se-
nior Mike Simon said the event 
was a good effort to get students 
involved. "I don't know if they'll 
be effective in changing CK's 
policies, though," he said. 

Three CK representatives 
showed up to watch the event: 
Director of Food and Housing 
Mark Ditman, Manager of Resi-
dential Dining Julie Bogar and 
Claudia Scotty. Scotty, an out-
side consultant from the Ricca 
planning studio, was hired by CK 
to conduct the master plan study, 
an intensive survey of CK's effec-
tiveness using focus groups from 
faculty and students. "I'm inter-
ested to see what the results of 
the [student] survey will be, if 
they parallel the results from the 
Master Plan study." Ditman said. 

"The more information, the 
better," Scotty said. 

Camacho said that the renewal 
of the Camacho/Currie commit-
tee was not a result of the AFC 
event. "Jfcwas a result of a conver-
sation I had with [Student Asso-
ciation President] Anne Countiss, 
about the need for better com-
munication between administra-
tion and students," Camacho said. 
He also said that the committee 
had been discontinued earlier due 
to a lack of student interest. 

Towards the end of the "Food 
Revolution," the audience called 
for Home to take the stage. "The 
food revolution only starts here," 
Home said. "Go to the CK Web 
page. Tell them what you think. 
Talk to your food rep. CK must 
be improved." 

The AFC will present the re-
sults of its survey to the heads of 
F&H, CK Sammy's and Rice Ca-
tering Monday. 

Guinier works for more diverse world 
by Eunice Song 

THRESHER STAFF 

Harvard Law School Professor 
Lani Guinier spoke on the "Failure 
Theory of Success" Tuesday night 
in Hamman Hall. President Bill 
Clinton nominated Guinier in 1993 
for the head position of the Depart-
ment of Justice's Civil Rights Divi-
sion. Clinton withdrew Guinier from 
consideration after a storm of con-
troversy in which some labeled her 
the "quota queen." 

She recently published a book, 
Lift Every Voice: Turning a Civil 
Rights Setback Into a New Vision of 
Social Justice, about her nomination 
experience. 

In her speech, Guinier stressed 
the importance of self-confidence in 
attaining success, of not listening to 
social conventions and of not per-
sonalizing rejection. 

Using her childhood experience 
as an example, Guinier, a biracial 
child of a Jewish mother and an Afri-
can-American father, said she faced 
many prejudices. She knew she was 
"different," she said, but her mother 
told her not to internalize the behav-
ior. "It's more about them, not about 
you," Guinier said. 

'The Supreme Court is 
no longer sympathetic 
to using race and 
gender as excuses to go 
against the conventions 
of society.' 

— Lani Guinier 
Harvard Law School professor 

Using anecdotes, examples from 
the public arena and metaphors, 
Guinier spoke about what she viewed 
as the biggest challenge facing our 
society today. "In order to function 
well for the 21st century, we need to 
teach young people to work in a 
more diverse world," Guinier said. 

To illustrate the effects of cur-
rent anti-discrimination practices, 
Guinier compared the victims of dis-
crimination to canaries in a mine 
shaft whose song becomes weaker 
as the air thins. 

She said that to strengthen the 
ganaries, we should not provide them 
with "little gas masks," but should 
instead change the atmosphere of 
the mine itself, or society and its 
institutions. 

In one anecdote, Guinier told of a 
calculus professor who noticed that 
African-American students were 
scoring significantly lower than Chi-

Lanl Guinier 
COURTESY RICE NEWS 

nese-American students. To discover 
the reason for this, he sent investi-
gators to follow these students and 
understand their studying habits. 
What he discovered was very sur-
prising. The African-American stu-
dents studied much longer, but by 
themselves, whereas the Chinese-
American students studied in a more 
interactive group environment. 

The success rate of Chinese-
American students had little to do 
with the amount of studying, Guinier 
said. Because they were comfort-
able talking about calculus in front 
of others, they were more apt to ask 
questions when they did not under-
stand, while the African-American 
students who were not used to freely 
talking about calculus would not 
raise their hands. 

Following Guinier's metaphor of 
not fixing the "canary" but the atmo-
sphere surrounding it, the profes-
sor created special study groups for 
blacks and re-examined his class-
room environment, making it more 
conducive to dialogue. As a result, 
African-Americans had some of the 
highest grades in the class. 

Guinier said many of the "canar-
ies" who have been discriminated 
against and underrepresented have 
been women. But she said the prob-
lem once again relates to the envi-
ronment in which we live, one in 
which women are taught how to act 
differently in certain situations, 
which translates into problems when 
they are faced with real-world sce-
narios. 

For instance, Guinier explained 
the fact that males generally score 
higher on the math sections of the 
SAT with the idea that women are 
taught to think through problems. 
Thus, they do not have enough time 
to finish the test, whereas men are 
more likely to make educated 
guesses, which is more time-effi-
cient. 

Guinier described our academic 
institutions as "testocracies," with 

the mentality that everything should 
be tested and results tracked. It cre-
ates a "system that is going to bank-
rupt all of us because it is so expen-
sive," Guinier said. "There's one 
track of kindergarten to college and 
one from kindergarten to jail." 

Guinier said that ultimately self-
confidence is correlated with suc-
cess, but this self-confidence must 
be developed. "We have to think of 
diverse ways to train, admit and teach 
people," she said. 

In her closing remarks, Guinier 
compared the need to overcome re-
liance on statistics to the Apollo 13 
space mission. "When the astronauts 
said, 'Houston, we have a problem,' 
the person in charge did not sayf, 
'Get me the one with the highest 
math SAT score,"' she said. "Instead, 
he called everyone together and said 
they needed to work as a group to 
solve this problem." 

Guinier said that like those engi-
neers, we need to come together to 
work out the problems ailing our 
society and institutions in order to 
come to a solution and ultimately 
"convert failures of others to suc-
cesses." 

'We need to use 
affirmative action as an 
opportunity to rethink 
the rules.' 

— Lani Guinier 

After her speech, she was asked 
if she supported affirmative action. 
"Yes, if the other option is to do 
nothing," Guinier said. "But we are 
living in a post-affirmative action 
world, where the Supreme Court is 
no longer sympathetic to using race 
and gender as excuses to go against 
the conventions of society. So we 
need to use affirmative action as an 
opportunity to rethink the rules." 

Several students in attendance 
said they were impressed with 
Guinier's speaking style. "This is 
the first Rice speech that I have lis-
tened to where the speaker spoke 
very well," Class III graduate stu-
dent Maud Barriquand said. "All her 
examples were very stimulating and 
interesting, and she was a great 
motivating speaker who encourages 
us to change." 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Grace Chu also shared favorable 
opinions of Guinier. "I loved the way 
she refused to stop thinking up 
there," Chu said. "She's obviously 
had so much experience, her anec-
dotes were so intriguing and rel-
evant, and she just seems so warm." 

Colleges explore reassigning parking 
PARKING, from Page 1 
given: you're going to lose your 
spots. I realize that I'm not going to 
get a spot next year, and it upsets me 
because I've looked forward to hav-
ing my own spot for so long. But I'm 
willing to accept it." 

At the same time, Voosen voiced 
concerns about the displaced stu-
dents who will have to park in 
the stadium lot. "The stadium lot's 
only so big, and we [the south col-
leges] are losing half our spots," he 
said. 

Students from Baker, Hanszen 
and Wiess had hoped to designate 
parking beyond the parking lot for 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium as spe-
cific. college parking. 

However, "that option presented 
too many problems for too many 
constituencies," Binford said. "It 
would be very difficult tp monitor 
[parking in that lot] without fencing 
or some demarcations, which are 
problematic in themselves. 

"This is also the traditional area 
where music performance visitors, 
basketball game visitors and Baker 
Institute function visitors park," 
Binford said. 

"I don't think [having to park at 
the stadium] is that big of a deal," 
Baker sophomore Whitney Smith 
said. "I've had a car here for two 
years now, and it's not such a prob-
lem to walk 10 minutes down to the 
stadium. While it's somewhat of an 
inconvenience, I can deal." 

'They did not want to 
lose more green space or 
playing fields to replace 
these parking lots.' 

— Neill Binford 
Associate vice president for 
Finance and Administration 

"There are istill a lot details 
[aboutparkingdistribution] we need 
to look into," Hanszen College Presi-
dent Chris Noble said. 

Possibilities include splitting up 
the 168 spots into designated col-
lege lots or having one common 
sticker that will allow students to 

park in any student parking spot. 
Nevertheless, "There's nowhere else 
to put the lost spots besides the sta-
dium," Noble said. 

"The long-term plan is to have no 
inter-campus parking and to move 
all [parking] out to the stadium," 
Noble said. 

"It's a long walk [to the stadium] 
for us over here [on the north side of 
campus]," Brown College freshman 
Stephen Huey said. "I understand that 
the playing fields are a big thing, but 
college parking space is also impor-
tant." 

Parking on the north side of cam-
pus will also be affected by the con-
struction of the new Martel College. 
Because the Jones College parking 
lot will be lost to Martel construc-
tion, the Brown lot will be split up 
between the three north colleges. 

To account for the increased num-
ber of students, staff and faculty who 
will be parking in the stadium lot, 
Binford has requested an additional 
shuttle bus and driver for next fall. 

To handle the expected increase 
in pedestrian traffic to the stadium, 
Binford said they may also add an 
extra officer for patrol duty. 
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Bikers, security get in 
the way of water balloons 
BIKE, from Page 1 
ing that a mass appeal would only be 
relevant to cases relating to all col-
leges, such as hitting bikers and 
security." 

According to I^ovett College Co-
ordinator and senior Rebecca Searl, 
Lovett did not sign the collective 
appeal because their reasons for ap-
pealing differed from those of the 
other colleges. 

"We are very happy with the out-
come of the appeal process," Searl 
said. "Our concern when we received 
the fines was that the list of viola-
tions was too vague for us to justify 
paying such a large sum, and there 
seemed to be no way to contact the 
individual security people about the 
nature of the violations. The parade 
was chaotic, and it seemed unrea-
sonable to arbitrarily assess hefty 
fines in some of the instances." 

The parade was 

chaotic, and it seemed 

unreasonable to 

arbitrarily assess hefty 

fines in some of the 

instances.' 
— Rebecca Searl 

Lovett College Beer-Bike 
coordinator and senior 

While the appeal signed by five 
colleges was sent to Hicks, individual 
appeals questioned fines pertinent 
only to specific cases. 

"The individual appeal was for 
things specific to our college such 
-as throwing trash cans or attacking 
a truck in transit," Chu said. "We 
appealed these on the basis that they 
were handed down by untrained se-
curity and there was no support of 
these claims from Jones members." 

The original Jones fine of $1800 
has been reduced to $1100. Accord-
ing to Chu, Jones is planning an-
other individual appeal to contest 
some of the fines for hitting bikers. 

Chu said that the system of fining 
is necessary but is laden with prob-
lems, and sees two options that 
should be discussed for the future 
—ei ther keeping security under the 
control of the Rice Program Coun-
cil, like this year, or allowing the 
colleges to police and fine individu-
als. 

"Although organizing the col-
leges to fine themselves may be an 
idealistic view, if it were possible 
then the fining system could be 
greatly improved," Chu said. "[It] 
could be much more fine tuned and 
individualistic. People still hit bik-
ers and security [this year] because 
in the end it's not the offender who 
has to pay the fine." 

Baker College Coordinator and 
senior Kindra Welch agreed that the 
fining system is ineffective, espe-
cially since there are individuals in 
the college who do not care about 
money coming out of the college 
budget as a consequence of their 
actions. "No truant individual is ever 
affected by the fines, therefore they 
are an insufficient incentive for any-
one to observe the rules," Welch 
said. "The college as a community 
absorbs and distributes the punitive 
effects of the fines so that in the end 
no one notices the tiny bit of suffer-
iag inflicted by someone else's ac-
tions." 

"Something needs to be done in 
the future to impress upon students 
the responsibility they have for their 
actions during the parade," Parade 
Coordinator and Sid sophomore 
Esther Sung said. "The current sys-
tem of fines and rules is only mini-
mally effective in achieving this goal 
and the ultimate goal of student 
safety." 

Sung said it is difficult to give any 

one group the responsibility of keep-
ing violations to a minimum. "I think 
that any time you participate in a 
huge event with water balloons, in-
toxicated people and large vehicles, 
you have to accept that there is a 
degree of personal risk involved," 
Sung said. "At the same time, I also 
believe that there are a certain num-
ber of people who come to Beer-
Bike and participate in the parade 
with absolutely no respect for their 
college or their fellow students, and 
with absolutely no sense of respon-
sibility for their actions, and these 
are the kinds of people who make 
the parade and the rules/f ines sys-
tem such a sticky issue." 

Security Coordinator and Baker 
sophomore Chad Benedict said that 
the fines are essential to ensure the 
safety of participants. "The increase 
in fines that colleges received this 
year was not necessarily the result 
of increased violations," Benedict 
said. "Rather, it was the result of 
security personnel being more ad-
equately equipped this year to record 
violations that had gone unnoticed 
in past years. So many violations 
occur each year that the only fea-
sible way to keep people from break-
ing the rules is to fine them." 

"People will do what they want 
and a lot of the times they do it 
recklessly," Parade Coordinator and 
Will Rice sophomore Stephen Chao 
said. "Really, security can't prevent 
what goes on. [They are] there to 
report violations. Too often people 
think they are some sort of protec-
tive agency." 

"I think that next year the one 
thing we can do to improve security 
is to make sure everyone is edu-
cated about what the fines are," 
Benedict said. "It is the responsibil-
ity of the individual college coordi-
nators to make sure everyone in their 
college knows what the rules are 
and follows them. They did a great 
job this year, but I think it can always 
be improved upon." 

'People still hit bikers 

and security because in 

the end it's not the 

offender who has to pay 

the fine.' 
— Charlin Chu 

Jones College Beer-Bike 
coordinator and sophomore 

Benedict said there were about 
50 volunteers from various student 
organizations serving as security. In 
this capacity, they were to warn 
people who might do something 
wrong as well as record violations as 
accurately as possible. 

"Some people go wild and crazy 
at Beer-Bike and the fines actually 
are there to make it a relatively safe 
event," Baker Coordinator and se-
nior Susan Hickman said. 

"I was quite impressed by the 
t h o r o u g h n e s s of the secur i ty 
people," Hickman said. "However, 
some people were fined as Bakerites 
just for wearing a red 'Beer Scooter' 
shirt and doing something wrong. I 
guess the ideal situation would be if 
all the names of accused people were 
taken." 

"I went into the whole event ex-
pecting Baker to get some fines and 
now i t ' s down to a r easonab le 
amount," Hickman said. "I was dis-
appointed that some of our pleas 
were neglected, for violations that 
were clearly not us. But on the whole, 
the final amount is acceptable." 

"For Beer-Bike 2000,1 would sug-
gest bikers should not participate in 
the parade and simply report to the 
track at a certain time," Hicks said. 
"This might eliminate possible inju-
ries to them during the parade." 

PROPOSED LIGHT RAIL UNE WOULD SERVE RICE 
In S e p t e m b e r , t h e H o u s t o n 
METRO board wil l decide whether 
to proceed w i th plans for a rail 
t ransit line between downtown, 
t he Med ica l Center and the 
Astrodome. 
The proposal comes as part of a 
Major Investment Study (MIS) for 
the Main Street corridor which 
wil l recommend either rail, an 
enhanced bus sys tem or no 
i n v e s t m e n t . S t a t e m e n t s by 
METRO leaders and the mayor 
indicate, though, that rail wil l be 
chosen. Unlike previous Houston 
rai l p roposa ls , t h i s one has 
modest ambit ions and a modest 
pr icetag: only about $300mil l ion. 
The public has a chance to s e e 
the proposals and comment on 
them at an open house next 
Thursday. 

— Christof Spieler 

MIS Open House 
Thursday, April 22, 1999 
lobby of 1 2 0 1 Louisiana 
(downtown) 
1 1 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 3-6 p.m. 

Right: The rail line would basically 
follow Main Street through 
downtown to the Medical Center, 
then go down Fannin to the 
Astrodome. The exact allgnmewnt 
has not been decided; in this 
version, the line switches from Main 
to Fannin north of the Museum 
District to avoid the Mecom 
Fountain. 
Below: A light rail station and new 
apartments in San Francisco may be 
a preview of what Midtown will look 
like In a decade. 

/ 
Downtown 

Midtown 

Museum District 

Medical Center 

Astrodome 

COURTESV CHRISTOF SPIELER 

Introducing 
Grande Meals $9.99 

Enough for you and 3 girls 
Yeah, you wish. 

Get your choice of any 10 Crunchy or Soft Tacos or Bean Burritos, 
plus a big ol' order of Nachos BellGrande® plus a Mexican Pizza. All 

for a super low $9.99. So hurry in to a participating TACO BELL* 
location now, because this great deal isn't just a fantasy. 

Excludes chicken and steak products. Available at participating TACO BELL® locations Limited time only. Price excludes tax ©1999 Taco Beli Corp 

Grande Meal" for $9-99 
Choose any 10 Crunchy or Soft Tacos or 
Bean Burritos plus a Nachos BellGrande. 
plus a Mexican Pizza 
Excludes chicken and steak products. Valid at participating 
TACO BELLS locations. For a limited time. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Cash value 1/20th cent. 
Tax extra. Not valid with any other offer. 01999 Taco Bell Corp. 

Expires 5/9/99 I Get a 32oz soft drink for 
\ only 99t with the purchase 
I of a Grande Meal" 

No limit. Valid at participating TACO BELL® locations. 
For a limited time. Void if copied or transferred and 
where prohibited. Cash value 1/20th cent. Tax extra. 
Not valid with any other offer. C1999 Taco Bell Corp 
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Debate team drops to 17th at nationals 
One of four competing pairs suspended from team before competition 

by Mariel Tam, Leslie Liu 
and Jett McAIister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Ending a three-year reign as 
champions, the George R. Brown 
Forensics Society placed 17th over-
all in this year's National Parliamen-
tary Debate Association Tournament 
in San Diego, Calif., March 25-30. 
Additionally, they placed 16th over-
all in the American Forensics Asso-
ciation National Individual Events 
Tournament in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
April 2-5. 

Rice debaters and speakers left 
for their trip to these year-end events 
the day after the suspension from 
the team of Will Rice College senior 
Amir Brown and Baker College se-
nior Jay Welch. Some squad mem-
bers call the pair Rice's best parlia-
mentary debaters. 

'They were still 
working against us to 
the point that they were 
seeking my 
termination.' 

— Dan West 
Director of Forensics 

Brown and Welch would have 
competed together at the NPDA 
Tournament, a debate competition. 
Welch also would have competed at 
the AFATournament, in which indi-
viduals compete in various events 
such as informative and extempora-
neous speaking, as one of 11 Rice 
students who had previously earned 
a qualifying spot to compete at the 
AFA Tournament. 

Competition results 
In the NPDA tournament, the 

team of Brown College juniors Scott 
Nilsen and Hiren Patel advanced to 
the 64-team elimination round, while 
Jones College senior Ajay Krishnan 
and Lovett College junior Andrew 
Dahm advanced one round further. 

Overall individual s p e a k e r 
awards were given to Nilsen in 11th 
place, Krishnan in 12th place and 
Dahm in 20th place. 

At the AFA tournament, Krishnan 
won the national informative speak-
ing competition, beating out 119 
compet i tors from 109 different 
schools. 

Patel advanced to the semifinals 
in informative speaking, while Nilsen 
was a quarterfinalist in extempora-

neous speaking. 
From March 11-13, eight mem-

bers of the Forensics Society also 
competed in the Pi Kappa Delta 1999 
National Speech and Debate Cham-
pionships at North Dakota State 
University in Fargo, N.D. Compet-
ing against 55 colleges and universi-
ties from across the nation, the team 
won 37 awards and placed seventh 
overall. 

National championship winners 
at Pi Kappa Delta were Lovett fresh-
man James Dallal in impromptu 
speaking. Brown sophomore Laurel 
Boatright for poetry interpretation, 
and Wiess College junior Robert 
Lundin and Patel for open parlia-
mentary debate. 

The suspension hurt Rice 
According to some members of 

the team, Brown and Welch's ab-
sence from the NPDA Tournament 
contributed to what is for Rice a less-
than-ideal finish. The Forensics So-
ciety won first place in the NPDA 
meet last year. 

Krishnan said the absence of 
Brown and Welch affected the team 
immeasurably, ruining the atmo-
sphere of the competition. 

"We could have very clearly got-
ten first place [overall]. They are a 
very good team — I think the best 
team," Krishnan said. "Rice could 
have won the national title." 

Boatwright agreed that the ab-
sence of Brown and Welch hurt the 
team. "It gutted us in terms of ... 
warm intelligent bodies," she said. 

Each school participating in the 
tournament could bring up to four 
teams of two debaters each. Because 
of the tournament's scoring meth-
ods, schools that bring four teams 
have an advantage over those that 
bring fewer. 

Welch said the scoring for the 
national sweepstakes is determined 
by the preliminary scores of the 
teams. "Each team does eight rounds 
of competition in pselims," Welch 
said. "They take the number of wins 
for the four best teams and any wins 
we contribute go towards the team." 

Without the fourth team, Rice 
found itself automatically handi-
capped. "Basically, for the past years 
we've won [the tournament]. You 
need four teams to win," Brown said. 
"It's not possible [with only three]." 

The team of Dallal and Jones 
freshman Mary Morisette were next 
in line to compete in parliamentary 
debate. But West told them it was 
too late and would have cost too 
much to switch the plane tickets, 
Morisette said. 

Forensics Director Dan West said 
that the absence of Welch and 

Kaplan students 
get into Law School. 

Case Closed. 

9 out of 10 Kaplan LSAT students go 
to one of their top 3 school choices. 

- 1 9 9 7 B r u s k i n - G o l d r i n g R e s e a r c h S t u d y of s t u d e n t s at t he t o p 2 5 l a w s c h o o l s . 

Call today to enroll! 

KAPLAN 
1-800-KAP-TEST 

www.kaplan.com 

Brown, who was the team's captain 
for the 1997-'98 season, may have 
affected the results of the tourna-
ment, but that it would be beneficial 
in the long run for the two not to 
remain on the team. 

Why the suspension? 
Brown and Welch learned of their 

suspension from the team in an e-
mail from West March 24, the night 
before team members were to leave 
for the NPDA Tournament. 

The same night, West told the 
rest of the team via e-mail that Brown 
and Welch had "been implicated in 
the violations of serveral serious 
university policies." However, due 
to concerns over confidentiality, the 
e-mail did not make any specific alle-
gations against Brown or Welch. 

West said that the violations ref-
erenced in the e-mail involved "e-
mail and office property." West's 
March 25 e-mail to the team stated, 
"The lock on my office has been 
changed and no one will be allowed 
into the office without direct super-
vision from Chris, Jason or myself 
until further notice," referring to the 
team's two assistant coaches, Chris 
Aspdal and Jason Cryer. West said 
Wednesday that he could not give 
any more details. 

"However, no evidence came for-
ward in that," he said, so the matter 
was not pursued formally. He did 
not comment on the details of the 
case^citing confidentiality concerns. 

Also to preserve confidentiality, 
Assistant Dean for Judicial Affairs 
Patricia Bass could neither confirm 
nor deny that formal charges had 
been brought against Brown and 
Welch, but did say that any student 
facing charges would be clearly no-
tified of the them. 

'Rice could have won 
the national title.' 

— Ajay Krishnan 
Debate team member 

Brown said that to his knowledge, 
he had not violated any university 
policies. He said he does not know 
what charges West was referring to 
in the March 25 e-mail to the team. 

"I do feel like these nebulous 
charges were paraded in front of me, 
never clarified," Brown said. 

West later said that the suspen-
sions came after differences of opin-
ion had escalated into conflict on the 
team over the school year. 

"It was not a comfortable work 
environment for us or for the stu-
dents on the team," West said. "And 
you know, we're thinking long-term 
range of the program, we need to 
salvage the program." 

West said that Brown and Welch 
had caused discord on the team 
through their handling of disagree-
ments with the coaches. "They dis-
agreed to the point that they were 
working against us [coaches], dis-
crediting us to students and acting 
as a divisive force," West said. He 

See DEBATE, Page 10 

Elections over 
ELECTIONS, from Page 1 
stand why people would be upset, 
but that every year Honor Council 
members usually hear from the 
Honor Council itself about-the filing 
deadlines. As it happened, this year 
there was no meeting immediately 
prior to the filing deadline. 

"Most of the SA senators were 
very understanding of the fact that I, 
like the others, may have missed the 
deadline since the means in which 
they publicized information did not 
effectively reach the students—like 
the very random fliers postings," 
Hsieh said. "I am grateful that they 
allowed me an opportunity to run for 
something I am strongly committed 
to." 1 

Warning: This course 
may be objectionable 
TUCSON, Ariz. — University of Ari-
zona Provost Michael Gottfredson, 
asked faculty to consider whether 
warning labels should be added to 
course syllabi. The warning labels 
would serve as "notification of course 
content that may be deemed objec-
tionable by some students." 

His request is a reaction to the 
'Truth in Curriculum" bill currently 
pending in the state legislature. 

This bill would forbid instructors 
to require students to buy "obscene 
materials" and would allow students 
to withdraw from courses without 
penalty if they determined that they 
were not given an accurate course 
description. The bill was tabled for 
this session. 

Republican state Sen. David 
Petersen drafted the bill after a con-
stituent called to complain about a 
course her daughter had taken at 
the state school. 

Petersen said the student had 
enrolled in the course "Women in 
Literature" without knowing that the 
course would cover works by les-
bian authors, "some of which dis-
cussed female sexuality in explicit 
terms." 

The student was required to pur-
chase material in a gay bookstore, 
and when she dropped the course, 
the school would not refund her tu-
ition costs. 

Some faculty worried that the 
memo amounted to an "imposition" 
of a policy by the provost, faculty 
head and English Professor Jerry 
Hogle said. 

Hogle said he would be opposed 
to any disclaimers because they 
would reek of academic freedom vio-
lations, but said, "I think we can 
inform students of the topics to be 
discussed without having a dis-
claimer." 
Source: Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion Online, April 8 

BYU and New Mexico 
to cut men's sports 
PROVO, Utah — Both Brigham 
Young University and the Univer-
sity of New Mexico plan to cut some 
men's sports teams to free up money 
for other, more competitive sports 
teams. Some coaches believe Title 
IX is to blame. 

The two universities plan to elimi-
nate wrestling and gymnastics, and 
New Mexico plans to eliminate swim-
ming as well. 

Officials at both universities said 
that the move was meant to 
strengthen more popular sports. 
Both universities will leave the West-
ern Athletic Conference in the fall to 
join the new Mountain West Confer-
ence. 

Before Wednesday's decision, 
only four wrestling squads and three 
gymnastic teams existed in the 
Mountain West Conference. The 
NCAA requires at least five teams 
for each sport in a conference in 
order to hold a conference champi-

onship that qualifies teams for na-
tional championships. 

Mako Sakamoto, the head coach 
of BYU's men's gymnastics squad, 
said he was shocked by the deci-
sion. This year's squad, he said, was 
the most talented group he had 
coached in his 13 seasons at the 
university, and he believed the team 
would be one of the top three finish-
ers in this month's West Regionals. 
"If we were doing bad, I'd under-
stand, but we're at the top of our 
game," Sakamoto said. 

New Mexico swimming Head 
Coach Bill Spahn said that the swim-
ming team was competitive, and that 
the Mounta in Confe rence had 
enough teams to qualify for a cham-
pionship. 

Spahn speculated that Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972, 
which bars gender discrimination at 
institutions that receive federal aid, 
is at least partly to blame for the 
cuts. 

University officials said that Title 
IX was not the primary reason for 
the cuts. 'Title IX is not the driving 
force behind this, though this does 
help us get closer to our Title IX 
obligations," Linda Estes, the asso-
ciate athletics director for Olympic 
sports at New Mexico, said. 

BYU spokeswoman Carri P. 
Jenkins said Title IX had an indirect 
correlation. She said Title IX had 
forced other instutions to drop pro-
grams, leaving fewer institutions to 
compete in those sports. 

Both universities said scholarship 
athletes would continue to receive 
their awards. 
Source: Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion, April 16 

Michigan State IDs 
student rioters online 
EAST LANSING, Mich. — The East 
Lansing Police Department posted 
on the Web a picture of Michigan 
State University students rioting and 
asked visitors to submit the names 
of rioters pictured in return for a 
piece of a $50,000 reward offered by 
the city and the university. 

One week after the site went up, 
someone hacked into it, possibly 
uncovering the names of the infor-
mants. 

The riot began after Michigan 
State lost to Duke University in the 
NCAA men's basketball tournament. 
The Web site displays more than 40 
images, but makes no distinction 
be tween bys t ande r s and those 
wanted for specific crimes. 

Police arrested six suspects on 
the basis of identifications made by 
visitors to the site. "We think the site 
has been extremely successful," Rod 
Taylor, who maintains the site for 
the city, said.x 

Following the break-in, the city 
removed the identification section 
from the site and is now taking names 
by phone, "which is where we got 
most of our tips anyway," Taylor 
said. 
Source: Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion Online, April 13 

STUDENT A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• The blanket tax amendment was passed. A referendum is now 
required to introduce and eliminate blanket taxes, with the exception 
of defunct funds. The text of the amendment can be found at 
http://www.rice.edu/projects/SA/legislation/index.html, or 
contact Parliamentarian Jace Frey (jfrey@rice.edu) for more 
information. 

• The deadline to apply for University Standing Committees has been 
extended to today. Applications are available on the door of the SA 
office. Send e-mail to Jaime Middleton (midd@rice.edu) for more 
information. 

• An informal straw poll of those in attendance showed a majority in 
favor of moving the ATM from its current location in Fondren 
Library. Opinion was divided, however, on where the new location 
should be. 

Next meeting: Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center. 

http://www.kaplan.com
http://www.rice.edu/projects/SA/legislation/index.html
mailto:jfrey@rice.edu
mailto:midd@rice.edu
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L B R I E F S i- Required languages still controversial 
Pakistan's 
got the bomb 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stan tested two nuclear-capable mis-
siles in as many days, upping the 
ante in the ongoing arms race with 
India. 

Af ter t h e f irst m i s s i l e t e s t 
Wednesday, both Pakistan and In-
dia reassured nations that this was 
not the beginning of an arms race. 
"Pakistan does not want a nuclear 
and missile race in South Asia," the 
foreign ministry said. Government 
officials added that although Paki-
stan does not wish to embark on an 
arms race, it will not be left behind if 
India should start one. 

"There is no arms race in South 
Asia," India's Fore ign Min i s ter 
Jaswant Singh said. 

Pakistan denied charges that the 
missiles were purchased from China 
or North Korea. 

Last year, India and Pakistan each 
exploded a nuclear device and de-
clared themselves nuclear powers. 
In the past 51 years, the two coun-
tries have fought three wars. 
Source: Associated Press Online 
April 15 

NATO planes hit 
refugee convoy 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia — Af-
ter disputing the details of a bomb-
ing raid for nearly 24 hours, NATO 
admitted Thursday morning it had 
accidentally hit "a civilian vehicle" 
that was c lose to or in a military 
convoy attacked in southwestern 
Kosovo Wednesday. Serbian officials 
claim that NATO planes bombed a 
refugee convoy consisting mainly of 
women, children and the elderly, 
killing 64 and wounding 20. 

NATO said it could not confirm 
Yugoslav figures but added the alli-
ance "regrets any harm to innocent 
civilians, and reminds that the cir-
cumstances in which this accident 
occurred are wholly the responsibil-
ity of President [Slobodan] Milosevic 
and his policies."* 

Until the twilight admission, the 
alliance claimed that it attacked only 
military targets on the road in ques-
tion, and said that there were indica-
tions that the Serbs attacked the 
convoy. 

Though the Serbs have been 
proved innocent of this raid, an in-

ternational observer has 
said that r e f u g e e ac-

counts indicate Serbs used 
MiG fighter jets and helicopters 

to target refugees deliberately. T h e 
Serbs can't get at NATO directly, so 
they are taking it out on the refugees 
and making NATO look bad," Pjarke 
Tharkildsen, a Danish military of-
ficer, said Wednesday. 

According to Pentagon spokes-
man Kenneth Bacon, refugees re-
ported another convoy of600 women 
and children was attacked by Serb 
aircraft Wednesday. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslav Foreign 
M i n i s t r y s p o k e s m a n N e b o j s a 
Vujovic said Yugoslavia had no 
planes in the air and denounced the 
strikes as a "crime against human-
ity." 

If the Serbian report is right, it 
would be the largest single loss of 
civilian life in an airstrike during the 
Yugoslav-NATO standoff. 
Source: Associated Press Online, 
April 15 

Britain allows 
Pinochet extradition 

Britain's top law enforcement of-
ficial ruled today that Spain can con-
tinue seeking the extradiction of 
f o r m e r Chi l ean d ic ta tor Gen. 
Augosto Pinochet. 

Even though the House of Lords 
drastically reduced the case against 
Pinochet last month, Home Secre-
tary Jack Straw considered the re-
maining charges, which include tor-
ture and conspiracy to torture, 
enough to go forward. 

Pinochet was arrested Oct. 16 in 
London on a Spanish warrant that 
alleged thousands of abuses during 
his 17-year regime. An official Chil-
ean report says 3,197 people disap-
peared or were murdered after 
Pinochet toppled the elected Marx-
ist president, Salvador Allende, in a 
1973 coup. 

Last month the House of Lords 
ruled that Pinochet enjoyed a lim-
ited immunity from arrest as a former 
head of state, and that charges 
aga ins t the g e n e r a l had to be 
dropped because they predated the 
1988 adoption of an international law 
against torture. However, acts com-
mitted after 1988 were enough to 
keep Spain's extradition request 
alive. 
Source': Associated Press Online, 
April 15 

POLICE BLOTTER 

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period April 1-11: 

Residential Buildings 
Hanszen College April 9 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Kitchen door damaged. 

April 10 Wallet stolen. 

Academic Buildings 
Sewall Hall April 8 

Other Buildings 
Allen Center 

Cohen House 

April 10 

April 11 

Police attempted to stop two non-
Rice juvenile in-line skaters. The 
subjects sped off, but were stopped 
and arrested and then released to 
a parent. 

Student arrested for public 
intoxication and released to 
drunksitter. 

Two Rice subjects arrested for 
public intoxication. One was 
released to a drunksitter and the 
other was taken by ambulance to 
the hospital. 

Fondren Library 

Other Areas 
Valhalla 

College Way 

April 1 1 Theft 

April 8 Two non-Rice subjects issued 
citations for minor in possession. 

April 11 Non-Rice subject stopped for 
running a stop sign and arrested on 
outstanding Houston warrants. 
Released to Houston Police 

* Department. 

CURRICULUM, from Page 1 
the current distribution list, but they 
would not have to take specif ic 
c lasses like Introduction to Humani-
ties in the Western World. They also 
must choose c lasses from at least 
two different disciplines per group, 
meaning a student could not satisfy 
Group II requirements by taking four 
history distribution classes, for ex-
ample. 

'Anything including a 
foreign language 
requirement I can't 
vote for.' 

— Paul Stevenson 
Physics professor 

Though some faculty members 
found the proposal either too re-
strictive or not restrictive enough, 
they united around the idea that the 
proposed changes were an improve-
ment on the current distribution sys-
tem. 

"This is not my ideal proposal or 
probably the ideal proposal of most 
people in this room, but the power to 
change it remains with us always. At 
least we will have something to go 
from," History Pro fe s sor Carol 
Quillen said. 

Other faculty felt more strongly 

about the proposal. "I've been here 
28 years, and it's the best proposal 
that I have seen," Statistics Profes-
sor Jim Thompson said. 

English Professor Alan Grob, 
who voted against the proposal, dis-
agreed. "I wanted something that 
would give students a little more 
direction," Grob said. He also la-
mented the inevitable dwindling of 
introductory humanities c lasses and 
increasing enrollment in already-
huge introductory classes like Con-
temporary Moral Issues. 

Once again, debate centered on 
the language competency require-
ment, which was passed in the fall, 
in which undergraduates must dem-
onstrate an intermediate level of pro-
ficiency in a foreign language. This 
can be done by passing the fourth 
semester of any foreign language 
class taught at Rice or accepted for 
transfer credit, or by fulfilling one of 
five other alternatives: scoring a 4 or 
5 on an Advanced Placement foreign 
language or literature test; scoring 
"intermediate-mid" or higher on a 
Rice-administered language place-
ment exam; taking a Foreign Lan-
g u a g e A c r o s s t h e Curr i cu lum 
(FLAC) course; studying or work-
ing abroad in a foreign-language 
environment and passing a Rice 
fourth-semester equivalency exam; 
or completing an intensive summer 
language program and passing a Rice 
fourth-semester equivalency exam. 
As part of the new proposal, it is still 
debatable. 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 
Professor Charles Stewart proposed 
an amendment to reduce the num-
ber of foreign language semesters 
required to achieve proficiency, but 
the amendment was voted down. 
Still, foreign language remains an 
issue for some professors. "Anything 

7 think the faculty was 
ready to bring this 
debating process to an 
end, and I think we 
have a proposal that 
makes sense for Rice.' 

— Gerald McKenny 
UCC chair and 

Religious Studies professor 

including a foreign language require-
m e n t I can' t vote for," Physics Pro-
fessor Paul Stevenson, one of the 
t h r ee d i s sen t ing voters, said. "We 
don ' t r equ i re it for any o ther subject , 
and you could make the a rgument 
that an educa ted person should take 
his tory, Engl ish or anything." 

T h e proposal must pass one more 
faculty vote before it becomes offi-
cial. T h e c h a n g e s will not go into 
effect until t he 2000-2001 academic 
year . 

WILL 205 WILL 205 WILL 205 
WILL 205 WILL 205 WILL 205 

6633 Travis Street 

Houston, TX 77030 

713-313-4000 Hilton 
Houston Plaza 

Indulge yourself at the Hilton Houston Plaza. 

W e are just minutes from the Rice University campus and offer spacious, comfortable 

rooms and luxurious suites. Enjoy our heated pool, sauna, Jacuzzi, state-of-the-art health 
% 

club and a fine restaurant. Ask for the special Rice University graduation rates now 

available. For reservations, call your professional travel agent. I -8OO-HILTONS or 

the Hilton Houston Plaza at 7 1 3 - 3 1 3 - 4 0 0 0 . 

It happens a l the Hilton 
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Coaching disagreements surround team estrangement 
DEBATE, from Page 8 

added that the coaches did not know 
the pair's motivation. 

Brown said he had talked about 
problems to West early in the school 
year, but that afterward the coaches 
did not talk to him. Brown said West 
told him he felt threatened by the 
way Brown brought up problems, 
but Brown said his manner was not 
intended to be threatening. 

7 do feel like these 

nebulous charges were 

paraded in front of me, 

never clarified.' 
— Amir Brown 

Debate team member 

West said Brown and Welch 
pressed for several policy and pro-
cedural changes on the team, such 
as the removal of mandatory prac-
tices and required participation in 
extemporaneous speaking. West 
said he made the changes they had 
requested, but that his changes had 
not ameliorated the situation. "They 
were still working against us to the 
point that they were seeking my ter-
mination," West said. 

West said that Brown and Welch 
had never directly informed him of 
any plans to get him fired, but that 
they had told other team members 
that they were seeking his termina-
tion. He said Dahm had confirmed 
that he was involved with a group of 
students seeking West's termina-
tion'. 

Dahm said that students had 
never specifically worked to get West 
fired. "That was not even a goal. It 
was an option," Dahm said, but not 

something Brown and Welch 
thought would actually happen. 

Assistant Dean for Student Life 
Cathi Clack, West's supervisor, said 
that Brown had met with her several 
times over the year to complain about 
West and that he had made some 
unsubstantiated accusations about 
West. 

This happened, West said, with-
out Brown coming to the forensics 
coaches to tell them he was going 
over their heads. 

When asked why the decision 
came the night before the team was 
to leave for the national tournaments, 
West said, "I guess I gave them a lot 
of chances hoping that I was giving 
them what I wanted. But ultimately 
what th£y wanted was maybe more 
than I could give them. You know, in 
my estimation at the end, nothing 
was going to make them happy. 

"And it got to the point that going 
to nationals was going to be hostile 
with them along, and I was afraid of 
the results of the repercussions of 
that," West said. "I mean, we're go-
ing to be out there 11 days, and I 
don't think that was going to be 
healthy for the team, or to our expe-
rience at nationals." 

West said he, Aspdal and Cryer 
came to the decision after much de-
liberation and with the input of two 
deans. "We thought it was best, and 
we talked to two other deans in the 
process of doing this. It wasn't an 
easy decision to make — that even 
at that late date, it was in the best • 
interest of the long-term success of 
the program to permanently suspend 
[Brown and Welch]." 

Clack said West had called her 
the day when he was making his 
decision to suspend the two, and 
that she told him that she supported 
his decision. Brown talked to her 
after he was suspended from the 
team and asked her to overrule his 

suspension, but she told him she 
stood behind West's choice, Clack 
said. 

Brown said his concerns were 
administrative. "All the problems I 
have with the team stem from it 
changing from a student-run organi-
zation to one that was administered 
without student input," he said. 

Opinions of West as a coach vary. 
One team member said West can-

not coach — instead, the real coach-
ing is done by students. West takes 
over power and does not know how 
to use it, the student said. 

"I think he's fine as a coach but 
he makes very poor decisions about 
the administration of the team," an-
other team member said, explaining 
that West tends to act impulsively 
when making rules. 

Other team members voiced their 
support for West. Boatright said the 
direction the team is moving in un-
der West is a good one. 

Morisette agreed. "I think Dan is 
a great coach," she said. "I don't 
think he's perfect. I don't think that 
anybody is." 

Boatright said most members of 
the team are ready to move on and 
have been talking about how to re-
solve problems. "We're feeling pretty 
unified now," she said, calling them 
"very hopeful, very optimistic." 

"I'm looking forward to next year, 
but there are still some hurdles to 
cross," Boatright said. 

The Letter 1 

Last weekend, West sent Brown 
and Welch a letter discussing the 
reasons for their suspensions. Brown 
and Welch did not release the letter 
to the Thresher. 

Three other members who have 
read the letter have each said that it 
says Brown and Welch created a 
hostile, divisive climate for the 
coaches and the team. The letter 

said that they went too far when they 
conspired to get West fired, one stu-
dent who has seen it said. Two said 
it does not contain charges of violat-
ing university policy. 

The reasons given in the letter 
are "entirely separate" from the ones 
in the e-mail, one student said, call-
ing them "almost contradictory ... 
[with] no relation to one another." 

Aftermath 
Team members' reactions to the 

whole situation have been mixed. 
Dallal said he wondered how det-

rimental to the team Brown and Jay 
would have been at the tournament. 
"I don't think whatever divisiveness 
they were spreading would have hurt 
at the NPDA tournament," Dallal 
said. 

'It got to the point that 
going to nationals was 
going to be hostile with 
them Along, and I was 
afraid of the results, of 
the repercussions of 
that.' 

— Dan West 

"I don't agree with everything 
Amir and Jay were trying to do, but 
I also don't agree with everything 
the coaches tried to do," one student 
said. 

"I think they could have handled 
things differently ... but I say that 
with lots of hope and optimism," 
Boatright said. 

Boatright noted the irony of a 

lack of communication in a speech 
and debate team. Though the two 
did not always speak out for the 
majority of the team, Boatright said, 
"I don't think we as a team were used 
to speaking out. ... Oddly enough 
we were speakers. I miss Jay and 
Amir and I think that they were 
strong voices of not always dissent, 
but strong voices," she said. 
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New college grads 
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Intrepid Caravan 

Save $400. Drive a great vehicle. 
Intangible benefits. 

Right now, recent college graduates get
 $400 off every new Dodge * 

Combine that with other current offers on some of these models, and you could 
save even more. Ask a salesperson for details. 
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Stratus 

Don't forget 
to ask about '99 
college graduate 

finance plans available 
to eligible customers 

through Chrysler 
Financial. 

Ram Quad Cab™ 
Avenger 

1̂ 1 The New Dodge 
See The Friendly Dodge Dealer Near You 

*Ask for eligibility requirements. Not available with certain other offers. 
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Position sought: 

Net worth: 

SSN: 

Primary opinion: 

Functional worth: 

Appearance: 

Please submit this as 

soon as you are able 

to the Thresher office 

on the second floor 

of the Ley Student 

Center or to Editors 

in Chief Mariel Tarn 

and Jett McAlister 

(thrcsher@rice. edit). 

Call (713) 527-4801 

to chat. 

you've 

missed the 
page that 

describes 
what this 
form is for, 
kindly turn 

back 
to page 
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\ 
THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
APRIL 22, 1999. 

E D I T O R S 

picks 

S a t u r d a y 

1 
GEORGE STRAIT 

f 

The country hear t throb 

4 brings his sultry Southern 
I 
j twang to Rice University. 

, Expect drooling women, 

f admiring men and masses of 

% tight-ieaned tobacco spi t ters. 

. Also scheduled to perform are 

the Dixie Chicks, Tim 

McGraw, Asleep at the Wheel 

and a day's wor th of boot-

stompin' tunes. 

Rice Stadium. Shows 

begin at 11 a.m. Visit 

www. t icke tmaster .com 

for more info. 

s a t u r day 

THE EVENT OF 
THE MILLENIUM 

Sob now,young lads, the 

ef fervescent Miss Louren 

Reed wi l l be off icial ly 

hi tched th is weekend to 

the honorable Wil l iam Li. 

\ Known best, for her 

i Campanile styl ings and 

* Thresher savvy, Reed 

j promises an event to 

/ remember s tacked w i th 

I plenty of Rice alumni and 

free booze. 

0 Rice Chapel. 6 p.m. 

Expensive gift required for 

entry. 

S u n d a y 

t 

MARLENE 
DIETRICH 

The femme fat ale wi l l be 

shown at the Rice Media 

Center in a f i lm festival 

that wil l be cont inued at 

the Museum of Fine Ar ts , 

Houston later th is month. 

A Foreign Affair wil l be 

shown at 2 :30 p.m. and 

Dishonored wi l l screen at 

4 :30 p.m. 

$5 admission for the 

general public. $4 

admission for students with 

Rice I.D. For more info 

call (713) 

527-4882. 

K> SI'ELL 

Film dazzles with effects and philosophy 
Thoughtful and complex 'Existenz' leaves characters baffled, but viewers highly entertained 

Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The action blockbuster The Ma-
trix and the new David Cronenberg 
film Existenz have something in com-
mon: They both question reality in a 
more or less philosophical way. 

existenz 

Rating: 
(out of five) 

In theaters Apr. 23. 

The Matrix is the less philosophi-
cal of the two, posing the easy-to-
formulate question that pops up in 
every philosophy class that deals 
with the Cartesian cogito argument: 
"How do we know we aren't just 
brains in a bottle somewhere, and 
the world we apparently live in is 
only a fantasy?" 

Of course, The Matrix isn't a philo-
sophical manifesto — it's an action 
flick, and it avoids over-philosophiz-
ing even with its quasi-metaphysical 
subject matter. Existenz, on the other 
hand, plays with reality much more. 
Where the world of 7he Matrix is a 
world of an illusory reality, Existenz 
presents several worlds of illusion, 
never allowing its characters (or its 
audience) to discern which reality is 
the reality. Existenz goes philosophi-
cal in a way that an action movie 

AMWAY 

can't because no one would waste 
his time watching a metaphysical 
action movie. 

The Matrix succeeds because it 
doesn't try to mix good action with 
weird philosophy. The problem with 
Existenz is that, as a philosophical 
movie, it sways too close to the ac-
tion-movie realm, and this makes it 
look a bit absurd. 

Typical of Cronenberg films like 
Crash, Existenz is kind of icky and 
left me wanting to take a shower 
after it was over. The film's title is 
pronounced the pretentious way, 
with the accent on the first syllable, 
like "existentialism" rather than "ex-
istence." 

Think of MUTANT 

AMPHIBIANS a n d 

Chinese 
restaurants in the 
same thought and 
see what you 
come up with. 

Existenz, taking place in a world 
different from our own but in many 
ways very familiar, is about a game 
system, a kind of biological Nintendo 
in which the joystick or controller 
plugs into the players' backs. Then 
the players enter a virtual reality 
world so much more real than tradi-

AVA V. GERLITZ/DIMENSION FILMS 

Allegra (Jennifer Jason Leigh) rules the world of David Cronenberg's Existenz. 

tional existence that they don't want 
to leave it. In the movie, the game 
"eXistenZ" is the latest in a line of 
these games. 

Jenni fer Jason Leigh plays 
Allegra, the game's designer. She's 

on the run from a group of terrorists 
who want to kill her, and she has 
ended up with a Public Relations 
geek named Ted Pikul Qude Law). 

Allegra has to figure out whether 
See ILLUSION, Page 17 

'Go' speeds through humor and stylish direction 
Macy McBeth 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

I am a huge Swingers fan. I love 
Vince Vaughn as Trent. Hell, I love 
Vince Vaughn. 

But more than that, I love how 
director Doug Liman made the film 
come to life with comedic subtlety 
and the unique, blunt way he tells 
the story of a few L A bachelors on 
the dating scene. 

upon checking out an annoying white 
trash lady with a baby, cops an atti-
tude. The shopper exclaims, "Don't 
think you're something you're not. I 
used to have your job." Ronna 
nonchalantly replies, "Look how far 
it got you." Ouch! I love it! And with 
that, the tofle of the film is set. 

Ronna is about t o i e evicted, so 
she takes over Simon's (Desmond 

nates in perhaps the funniest drug 
abuse experience I've ever seen (this 
includes a human and a cat having a 
conversation), people get hit by cars 
and buy Ecstasy that is actually cold 
medicine, and the cops get involved. 
It's wild, it's funny, and it's not over 
yet. 

Next we follow Simon and his 
friends to Vegas. The group has a 

Rating: +icir-k 
(out of five) 

Currently in theaters. 

The same humor and uniqueness 
is found in Liman's new film, Go. 
Once again, he proves that telling a 
funny story in a nontraditional, light-
hearted, oddly serious and ironic 
way makes for one hilarious, bumpy 
joyride. 

Go is no fluffy comedy like Ace 
Ventura: Pet Detective. Rather, it's 
the edgy kind that leaves you with a 
bitter taste in your mouth — not too 
dark, but just unsettling and almost 
unbelievable enough to make you 
say, "What?" after seeing it. Why? 
Because everything bad that could 
happen to the characters in Go does 
happen, and a whole lot"more. 

The story is told in an unconven-
tional manner — from three differ-
ent groups of people's perspectives, 

with the story starting 
over at the beginning 
each time a new view-
point comes into play. 
Pretty cool. 

The film opens with 
a prime example of its 
characteristic, morbidly 
sweet humor: Meet dis-
gruntled supermarket 
checkout clerk 'Ronna 
(Sarah Polley), who, 

TRACY BENNETT/COLUMBIA PICTURES 

Ronna (Sarah Polley) scrambles for her car keys after a wild night in Go. 

Askew) shift so that he can go to Las 
Vegas and she can make some 
money. 

Then the opportunity of the cen-
tury emerges: Two incredibly hot 
men (Jay Mohr and Scott Wolf) ask 
her to hook them up with some Ec-
stasy. Bingo! The money problem is 
solved. 

Uhhh, not so fast. Ronna's at-
tempt at a deal with Simon's drug 
dealer Todd (very sexy Timothy 
Olyphant) leaves her friend Claire 
(Katie Holmes) with him as human 
collateral. 

Nothing goes as planned, things 
get complicated, someone halluci-

magnetic ability to attract trouble. 
We see Simon having a three-

some with two drunken bridesmaids, 
running out of the hotel room butt 
naked when the curtains catch on 
fire, and going to a strip club where 
he and Marcus get private dances 
with incredibly huge-breas ted 
women. Of course, Simon violates 
the "No Hands" policy by blatantly 
smacking one of the stripper's asses, 
gets beaten by the bouncer, then 
runs away after shooting him. He 
barely makes it out alive. I,was laugh-
ing so hard that I almost threw up 
my Icee. ' 

Finally, we join Adam (Wolf) and 

Zack (Mohr), two actors arrested on 
drug charges who are forced to help 
the police in a drug sting operation. 
As the night goes on, they find them-
selves at creepy, forward (if you 
know what I mean) Officer Burke's 
house for an early Christmas din-
ner. Their destinies eventually in-
tertwine with Ronna's, and the hi-
larious adventure reaches its break-
ing point. 

Go combines fast-paced action 
with dialogue that doesn't try too 
hard to be funny but really is in its 
own eccentric, off-center way. The 
cinematography — colors, images, 
camera angles and choice shots — 
all add to the effect of the hyper-
crazy confusion and chaotic energy 
that pervades the film. Go is some-
thing like Swingers times Payback 
plus Clay Pigeons. 

Screenwriter J ohn August's script 
is exceptionally creative and innova-
tive, and I really appreciated his very 
unique tale and the way it unfolds. 
The plot is fabulous and the charac-
ters are boisterously entertaining, 
interesting, naive, dumb (in the typi-
cal rash way that young people can 
be) and very well-portrayed by the 
generally young and beautiful cast. 

The only thing that bothered me 
about the characters is how truly 
dun J and self-interested they are. 
All of them make some of the stupid-
est decisions and do some of the 
most ridiculous things. I have never 
seen such bad luck. The characters 
are almost too stereotyped as young, 
stupid, uncaring, fly-by-the-seat-of-
their-pantskids/They deserved (and 
did to themselves) all of the bad stuff 
that happened to them. These are 
not people you'd like to have live 
next 4oor. 

But don't be offended or take se-
riously any supposed meaning this 
may have about Generation X. Go is 
all in good (though not clean) fun. 
It's one of the best films out right 
now. Walk, run, hop, skip, jump — 
just go see Go. 

http://www.ticketmaster.com
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Reeves defies 'The Matrix' in special effects thriller 
Macy McBeth 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Imagine a world in which every-
thing you know to be true isn't, in 
which false realities and conspira-
cies abound. Sound a little too close 
to home? 

In The Matrix, such a world ex-
ists as a symbolic, philosophical and 
really cool commentary on today's 
society. 

' the matr ix ' 

Rating: ir-kirir 
(out of five) 

Currently in theaters 

As a computer p rog rammer by 
day, and hacker by night, depressed 
Neo (Keanu Reeves) longs for the 
missing link in his life. He searches 
for an infamous underground hacker 
named Morpheus and the enigmatic 
thing known only as "the Matrix" for 
answers. A beautiful hacker named 
Trinity (Carrie-Ann Moss) tracks 
Neo down and t a k e s h im to 
Morpheus, and the fantastical jour-
ney begins. 

Da rk , b r o o d i n g M o r p h e u s 
(Laurence Fishburne) tells Neo that 
in order to understand the Matrix, 
he will have to experience it. Of 
course, Neo decides to take the 
plunge. What he finds is more than 
he ever bargained for. Way more. 

Neo finds himself being reborn 
out of some type of gross, gooey 
insect-like pod, and he sees enor-
mous insect-like creatures flying 
around a huge multitude of pods, all 
of which contain what seem to be 
humans. Morpheus and his crew 
rescue Neo from the "insects," bring 
him inside their airborne ship and 
begin to tell him the story behind 
the unbelievable world Neo has just 
entered. 

The year is in fact closer to 2199 
than 1999, Morpheus explains, and 
those dinosaur-sized bugs flying 
around outside are actually artificial 
intelligence (AI). Years ago, AI and 
h u m a n i t y went to war . People 
scorched the sky (in the film, the 

sky is dark, multi-colored and tu-
multuously ocean-like) so that AI 
would be deprived of necessary so-
lar power. But those tricky machines 
found another source of energy: 
They began to manufacture human 
beings! 

Then Morpheus gives Neo the 
final piece of stunning news: This 
strange world he's in is not the fu-
ture, but the present — the world 
Neo has been living in, our present, 
is not reality, but merely an elec-
tronic program called the Matrix, 
which is inserted in the minds of all 
the humans that AI has been manu-
facturing. 

Neo,.finds himself 
being REBORN out 
of some type of 
gross, GOOEY, 
insect-like pod ... 

To paraphrase Jim Morrison in 
The Doors, "[People] are all slaves!" 
In this case, they are slaves to Al, 
slaves to the rules and regulations, 
to the laws and social norms of the 
existence they know as life. (Ah, the 
symbolism. Are we indeed all slaves 
to society?) 

Morpheus and his crew are some 
of the few humans who have been 
able to break out of the false world 
and find their individuality. In order 
to do this, they have all been repo* 
gFSammed out of the Matrix, which is 
what Morpheus and his crew have 
also done to Neo. 

Finally, Morpheus explains to the 
scared and confused protagonist that 
Neo is the one who will save human-
kind from its mechanical existence 
by defeating AI and freeing all the 
people from the Matrix. What fol-
lows is an intense training program, 
in which Neo learns how to defy 
gravity like the rest of the crew, and 
an exhilarat ing series of action-
packed battles against three human-
like AI creatures inside the Matrix. 

Like other action movies, the 
characters in The Matrix use big 
g u n s and physical warfare, but 
unique to this film is the concept 

>yT< 
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SIN BOLANC 

Neo (Keanu Reeves) battles the bad guys In the science fiction action adventure The Matrix. 

that these things are used merely as 
components of mind warfare. 

Humans are mind-programrned 
into the Matrix by the AI while their 
physical bodies remain in insect 
pods. Because Morpheus and his 
crew, like Neo, have been freed from 
the insect pods, they can go into the 
Ma t r ix wi thou t fear of be ing 
contolled by the AI. 

This is mainly accomplished by 
using advanced computer technol-
ogy that resides on their airborne 
ship, which is in the real world with 
the enormous AI machines. So their 
minds, not their bodies, are in the 
Matrix, or the world as we know it. 
When they run, talk and fight the 
human-like AI creatures inside the 
Matrix, their minds move quickly to 
tell them to kick, jump and fire a 
gun. 

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE 

Stages presents African playwright 
Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Most of South African play-
wright Athol Fugard's 20-odd 
plays have dealt with apartheid 
and its effects on the everyday 
lives of black and white people in 
South Africa. • 

'va l ley s o n g ' 

tages Repertory Theater 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

Through May 2. Tickets $18-
$30. Call (713) 52-STAGES for 

more information. 

One of the world's leading play-
wrights, Fugard has a distinctive 
style that is at once intense, 
striking and realistic. He is a 
master of turning quiet moments 
into emotionally charged and tur-
bulent dramas. Valley Song, one 
of his more recent works, is a 
wonderful work in classic Fugard 
style. 

1 Set in a mostly black valley in 
the heart of post-apartheid South 
Africa, Valley Song confronts is-
sues typical to Fugard's work — 
the economic and social distinc-
tion between black and white 
South Africans, the opposing 
forces of modernization and tra-

ditionalism, and the problems of 
coming of age in a culture in 
which familial loyalty counts for 
everything. 

Valley Song is about a young 
girl, Veronica (Melita Hawkins), 
who dreams of moving from the 
countryside to Johannesburg and 
becoming a singer. She lives with 
her grandfather, Abraam (Man-
ning Mpinduzi-Mott), a loving but 
embittered old man who fears 
that Veronica wi l l , l ike her 
mother, choose the wrong life for 
herself and pay the conse-
quences. Abraam, of course, 
wants Veronica to stay in their 
village, to her increasing dissat-
isfaction. 

Conversations between the 
two are interspersed with mono-
logues by the Author, a kind of 
narrator also played by Mpinduzi-
Mott. The Author explains large 
chunks of the story while playing 
an alter ego of sorts to Abraam. 
He also occasionally interacts 
with Veronica, persuading her to 
pursue her dreams. 

The d i s t i nc t i on between 
Abraam and the Author is a little 
confusing at first — for each 
character, Mpinduzi-Mott uses a 
different accent, but both ac-
ceijffciDeing nearly authentically 
South African, it 's hard to tell 
the two'apart. Luckily, though, 

Abraam and the Author say vastly 
different things, so the context 
helps out. 

Valley Song doesn't confront 
race issues as directly as other 
Fugard plays such as Master 
Harold ... and the Boys. This 
allows the audience to see what 
racism has done to the charac-
ters, how it has put them where 
they are and how it will prevent 
them from going where they want 
to go. 

The end of Valley 
Song will have 
your OPEN eyes 
GLUED t o t h e 

stage. 
The set for Valley Song isuber-

minimalist — it's just a square 
patch of dirt with two crates 
used as chairs, smack in the 
middle of an arena-style theater. 
Without any other large props, 
the audience relies on costum-
ing and l ightingtogainthe sense 
of setting that can often be found 
in other productions' stages. But 
director Alex Morris has effec-
tively integrated the remaining 
elements of the play to keep the M 

See VALLEY, Page 16 

In our present world of growing 
technology and increased impor-
tance of human intelligence, a film 
like TJie Matrix is timely. It is a bril-
liant twist on what could become 
reality. 

I loved this film. The plot is ex-
traordinarily unlike that of any ac-
tion movie I have ever seen — actu-
ally, it's pretty damn close to genius. 

Seeing The Matrix is sort of like 
being-on drugs. The action hits so 
hard and continuously that I was 
holding my breath the whole time, 
and the amazing special effects defy 
reality, gravity and common sensi 
bility. 

The colors and images create a 
magnitude of chaos that flooded my 
brain. And the incredible storyline 
in itself is enough to make anyone 
think he's on something hallucino-
genic/And while I applaud the cre-
ativity put into The Matrix, it is re-
ally, really fast-paced. In order to get 
everything, you'll have to pay close 
attention. 

The only real flaw, and it's a mi-
nor one, in The Matrix is its acting. 
While Carrie-Ann Moss is excellent 
as a hard-ass computer wiz, I've seen 
talented Lawrence Fishburne do 

better. And I've never liked Keanu 
Reeves. 

In fact, Reeves' acting — his slow 
speech and stupid, pot-burnout de-
meanor — has always really annoyed 
me. But, while it is not perfect, his 
performance in The Matrix is one of 
his best. As Neo, Reeves is not nearly 
as annoying as he was in Brum 
Stoker's Dracula. e. 

The plot is 
EXTRAORDINARILY 

unlike that of any 
action movie I 
have ever seen 
— actually, it's 
pretty DAMN 
close to GENIUS. 

Does Neo save the world? See 
the movie. If the plot sounds too 
confusing and complicated, well, it's 
like Morpheus said, you have to ex-
perience The Matrix in order to un-
derstand it. And trust me, you want 
to; It's guaranteed to blow your mind. 

The Baker Institute announces the availability 
of new student internships to run through the 
summer. T h e s e i n t e r n s h i p s i n v o l v e w o r k i n g w i t h Rice 

f acu l ty a n d Baker I n s t i t u t e fel lows o n o n g o i n g p u b l i c pol icy 

re sea rch . E c o n o m i c s o r po l i t i ca l s c i e n c e b a c k g r o u n d is a 

p lus . W o r k l o a d m a y invo lve u p t o 10 h o u r s a w e e k . E a c h 

i n t e r n s h i p car r ies a cash a w a r d o f $ 5 0 0 . It is n o t a p a y i n g 

p o s i t i o n . I n t e r e s t e d R i c e s t u d e n t s s h o u l d s u p p l y t h e 

f o l l o w i n g to t h e B a k e r I n s t i t u t e as s o o n as poss ib le : 

1) a l e t t e r o f a p p l i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 

areas of in te res t in p u b l i c pol icy , 

2) a r e s u m e , 

3) a t r a n s c r i p t . 

Information should be addressed to 
Baker I n s t i t u t e I n t e r n s h i p C o m m i t t e e 

0 _ B a k e r I n s t i t u t e , M S - 4 0 

A p p l i c a t i o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n will s t a r t o n Apr i l 2 0 , 1 9 9 9 . 

D e c i s i o n s wil l b e m a d e as s o o n as p o s s i b l e . 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t D r . R i c h a r d S to l l at 

ex t . 4 6 8 3 o r stoll@ruf.rice.edu. 

mailto:stoll@ruf.rice.edu
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BRUCE BENNETT/STAGES REPERATORY THEATER 

Veronica (Melita Hawkins) gives a lively performance In Valley Song. 

Emotionally charged 
play raises awareness 
VALLEY, from Page 15 
action from getting lost in the 
sparseness of the set. 

Because of the minimalism 
of the set, the audience truly 
focuses on Mpinduzi-Mott and 
Hawkins. As the only actors in 
the play, they must keep it from 
all falling apart — and they each 
live up to their large roles. They 
are able to connect with both 
each other and the audience to 
bring their characters to life. 

The one problem I had with 
their performances was that 
their accents slipped a little at 
various points — this was dis-
tracting, especially as it took 
away from the realism of their 
roles.Unfortunately, like other 
Fugard plays I have seen, Valley 
Song drags a bit in the begin-
ning. As the play wore on, I was 
unsure that it was going to re-

deem itself. By the time it 
reached its climax, however, 
Valley Song had shown itself to 
be a brilliant and carefully 
crafted work. 

As the discussion between 
Abraam and Veronica ap-
proachesthe level of argument, 
Fugard expertly reveals the 
desires and motivations behind 
each character's words. You 
might doze off in the beginning, 
but the end of Valley Song will 
have your open eyes glued to 
the stage. 

Valley Song delicately sets 
issues familiar to all of us — 
growing up, leaving home and 
following a dream — in the con-
text of a society many of us 
haven't encountered. It makes 
for good theater, and the ac-
tors and director have done a 
great job with it. 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 

V O n e Large 

One-Topping Pizza 

& 2 Drinks 
Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales 

tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/20$ 

$ 7 38 

O n e M e d i u m 

One-Topping Pizza 

& 1 Drink 
Offer valid.with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value l/20<t y 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ^ 

COLOR Ml- II \IT) 

Animation entertains with creativity 
Jonathan Bourland 
FOR THE THRESHER 

There's nothing on the radio but 
"La Cucaracha." Hanging out with a 
friend ... it's another one of those 
boring days. A game of shadow pup-
pets is in order. 

Such is the premise of Hunt 
Drum, aproduct of Aardman Anima-
tion and one of the many film shorts 
featured in Spike and Mike's Classic 
Festival of Animation. 

'spike and mike's 
classic festival of 
animation' 

Rating: ir-k-k 
(out of five) 

Currently in theaters. 

In Hum Drum, two shadowy char-
acters desperate for entertainment 
challenge each other to a match of 
shadow puppets. The more dull-wit-
ted character creates a deformed, 
unrecognizable blob that moos, 
while the brighter one makes an 
obvious fluffy, bounding rabbit. Nei-
ther can name each other's shad-
ows. 

One of the stand-out features of 
the Spike and Mike's Classic Festi-
val for 1999 is the variety. Some of 
the shorts are as realistic as rabbits, 
and some are as bizarre (and enter-
taining) as mooing blobs. Ranging 
from the simple, almost stick-figure 
style of Don Hertzfeldt's Billy's Bal-
loon to the puppets of Christophe 
and Wolfgang Lauenstein's Balance 
to the incredibly realistic computer 
animation of Digital Domain's Tight-
rope, the festival is a true sampling of 
the selection of animation styles out 
there. 

For those not familiar with Spike 
and Mike, there are two annual fes-
tivals that bear their names: the Clas-
sic Festival every spring and the 
Sick andTwisted Festival every sum-
mer. In 1977, Craig "Spike" Decker 
and Mike Gribble began the festi-
vals to promote bands and to show 
cult cartoons. They have premiered 
material from such famous anima-
tors as Tim Burton, Nick Park and 
John Lasseter. 

The amount and quality of com-
puter animation is remarkable. In-
deed, at least six of the 17 films were 
rendered on computer, which dem-
onstrates what a booming field com-
puter animation is at the moment. 
Alias Wavefront's Bingo puts nearly 
human characters in a twisted fun 
house setting and lets them rant 
about "Bingo the Clown-o." Amaz-
ingly, there's too much movement 
to catch everything in one viewing, 
and the realism is dazzling. Beware 
if you have a fear of clowns. 

Digital Domain (which won an 
Academy Award for Titanic) shows 
a less intricate, but deeper side to 
computer animation with Tightrope. 
The characters, a jester and a suit, 

COURTESY DON HERTZFEID 

Billy's frightened by a big, scary balloon in the animated short Billy's Balloon. 

who are both walking on a mysteri-
ous wire, are also extremely realis-
tic, but the film is far less compli-
cated in general than Bingo. No fly-
ing TVs or scurrying fleas; instead, 
there's a simple, serene background. 
Still, Tightrope is far more thought-
provoking in its own silent way. Do-
main does an excellent job of con-
veying plot elements and character-
ization without words; the expres-
sions on the jester's face are phe-
nomenal. 

'Billy's Balloon' 
takes on the ever-
so-deep theme of 
TODDLERS a n d t h e 
innocent-looking 
BALLOONS that 
ABUSE them. 

Also featured is Blue Sky Studio's 
Bunny, winner of the 1998 Academy 
Award for Best Animated Short Film. 
It is directed by Chris Wedge, an 
animator from Tron, who held the 
top creative position in films such as 
Alien: Resurrection and Star Trek: 
Insurrection. Bunny is the first com-
puter-animated film to be created 
completely with radiosity, a render-
ing technique that imitates the sub-
tler effects of light. The short, which 
explores the emotions and the roles 
of an elderly rabbit, is pleasing to the 
eye, but perhaps not as entertaining 
as Bingo. Bunny has somewhat of a 
mysterious aura to it, perhaps ac-
centuated by the music written by 
the eclectic Tom Waits. 

The, moods of the shorts vary 
almost as widely as their animation 
styles. Some of them, like Pearly 

Oyster Productions' The Queen's 
Monastery, are more esoteric and 
melancholic. The innovative water-
color and graphite style in this short 
is lovely to watch as the blurs and 
water spots shift to create humans 
with feelings of joy, love and remorse. 

Then again, some of the shorts 
are more light of heart... and sicker. 
There's Marv Newland's cult classic 
Bambi Meets Godzilla and the newer 
Son of Bambi Meets Godzilla by Eric 
Fernandes and Dreadnought Pic-
tures. Billy's Balloon takes on the 
ever-so-deep theme of toddlers and 
the innocent-looking balloons that 
abuse them. The most disturbing 
short, though, is Behaviour Produc-
tions' VHX/CarrHot which is a story 
about carrot porn. Evidently veg-
etables have private lives, too. 

The festival is touted as "family-
friendly," but there is some pretty 
sick humor that is more fit for twisted 
twenty- or thirty-somethings than for 
small children. Of course,-the Clas-
sic Festival does not even compare 
to the Sick and Twisted, but this 
year's Classic may still bother some 
people with particularly fragile sen-
sibilities. 

For the most part, Spike and 
Mike's Classic Festival is extremely 
entertaining. Hum Drum will have 
you laughing, as will the bohemian 
chameleon in Cassidy Curtis' The 
Art of Survival. Anna Henckel-
Donnermark's Busby, which is basi-
cally a progressive kaleidoscope of 
actual human hands, will please fans 
of the absurd. Why do they look like 
bathing beauties from the early 20th 
century? 

The festival is good exposure to 
the diverse world of animation: Some 
of the shorts are estranged cows, 
and some are normal rabbits, but all 
are fun to see. 

The Academy Award-winning animated short Bunny Is a hit at Spike and Mike's Classic Festival of Animation. 
COURTESY BLUE SKY STUDIOS 
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The 'Trials of Oscar Wilde' lacks broad appeal 
Riki Conrey 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

On Sept. 17,1998, two men were 
arrested under the Texas sodomy 
law when a policeman entered their 
apartment in response to a false re-
port of an intruder. 

W 'gross ind^^ency: 
the t h r e e trials of 
oscar wi lde' 

Alley Theater 
Rating: * * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Through May 1. Tickets $31-
$46. Call (713) 228-8421 for 

more information. 

In Texas, it is illegal for two people 
of the same sex to engage in consen-
sual sex with each other. In the wake 
of the recent controversy over this 
law, the latest Alley Theater produc-
tion, Gross Indecency: the Three Tri-
als of Oscar Wilde, is an appropriate 
choice for the spring season. 

The play, written by Moises 
Kaufman, follows Oscar Wilde, the 
famous Victorian poet, author and 
playwright, through a series of hu-
miliating and demoralizing trials 
until he is convicted of sodomy and 
sentenced to two years in prison. 
The story is a famous one and has 
led the gay community to idolize 
Wilde as something of a martyr. 

As far as it matters, Jeffrey Bean, 
who plays Wilde, certainly looks the 
part. As the play begins, he has the 
pefect mannerisms of a middle-aged, 
pompous author who knows he is a 
genius and has the good fortune to 
know that everyone else thinks he is 
too. 

His lover, Lord Alfred Douglas 

(played by Gregory Wooddell), is 
the perfect picture of a '90s club 
diva. His hands flap and his voice 
lilts. But, outside of dubiously ho-
mosexual mannerisms, Wooddell 
plays a flat "Bosie." 

In past accounts of the story, 
Oscar's lover has been alternately 
portrayed as a misguided angel and 
a sweet-talking but duplicitous de-
mon out to destroy Wilde from the 
start. Kaufman's portrait creates a 
deeper, more complex character, but 
Wooddell doesn't quite pull it off. I 
found myself repeating his lines in 
my head in a million different, better 
inflections which could have shown 
more of the struggle between deca-
dence and genuine affection. 

The rest of the all-male cast is 
incredibly versatile, and each actor 
displayed his talents in a number of 
different roles including reporters, 
George Bernard Shaw, servants, 
male prostitutes and even Queen 
Victoria. The use of different accents, 
poses and costumes to create differ-
ent roles was surprisingly good. In 
fact, the staging of the entire play is 
stunning. 

The lighting design by Kevin 
Rigdon is excellent, providing per-
fect, unobtrusive follows for major 
characters during monologues and 
cutting together a double scene 
played on either side of the stage. 

Also, John Feltch, the play's di-
rector, beautifully brings together 
seamless blocking of some very dif-
ficult scenes. In order to fill the audi-
ence in on the background of the 
story and set the scene in a court-
room, four men sit at tables in the 
front calling out sources of informa-
tion and quotes throughout the first 
trial. 

These interjections are a welcome 

New film challenges 
boundaries of reality 
ILLUSION, from Page 14 
her copy of "eXistenZ" — the only 
extant copy — is corrupted, which 
means that she and Pikul have tq. 
play the game. 

It turns out not even Allegra actu-
ally knows how the game plays out. 
So while they're wandering around 
in their little virtual reality world, 
they run into a lot of things that 
mirror the outside world. 

For example, their characters in 
the game work in a factory that 
makes the game's modules. They 
also encounter a host of mutant am-
phibians that exist in the "real" world. 

Together Allegra and Pikul have 
to kill a bunch-of people and deal 
with a lot of things that can only be 
described as icky (think of mutant 
amphibians and Chinese restaurants 
in the same thought and see what 
you come up with). There's a lot of 
blood and even more gore, but it's 
not exactly violent on the same level 
as your typical violent movie. It's 
more of a general grossness that 
pervades Existenz. 

Existenz's script is almost infi-
nitely complex, keeping the audi-
ence on its toes and never letting 
any viewer get more than one step 
ahead of the action. It's wildly unpre-
dictable up to the end — a feature 
which could leave some irritated or 
frustrated. It's one of those movies 
in which you almost definitely won't 
predict the ending, but when the 
ending comes, you'll wonder why 
you didn't. 

The movie jumps from one real-
ity to another, never really letting 
you know what is real and what is 
only a game. Need I state the ques-
tion that Cronenberg is so obviously 
asking with Existenz? 

As far as the acting in Existenz 
, goes, Cronenberg does pretty well, 

relief from what would otherwise 
have become an intensely boring 
series of monologues on the part of 
the self-obsessed Wilde. The play 
itself is put together decently, and I 
was impressed that the audience 
didn't start to sigh and groan audi-
bly until the third trial, an exact rep-
etition of the second. 

His LOVER, Lord 
Alfred Douglas, is 
the perfect 
picture of a '90s 
CLUB DIVA. 

However, the production was also 
disappointing on some levels. On 
opening night, there were four ma-
jor line mistakes that were not cov-
ered by any of the actors on stage. I 
expect better from Alley Theater, 
where the actors are not engineer-
ing majors squeezing in rehearsal 
between class and problem sets. 

Even if the lines get better, which 
they no doubt will, the acting is not 
up to par for a Tony Award-winning 
theater. Several of the characters 
are flat, and Bean himself got lost on 
stage occasionally, seemingly un-
sure of what to do with his body. 

While the play itself is good over-
all, this production was not excep-
tional. Anyone extremely interested 
in the history of sexual oppression 
or in Wilde's biography should defi-
nitely go, but I might have had a 
similar theater-going experience at 
some of the college plays this year, 
which leads me to wonder whether 
it's worth the dress code and the 40-
dollar difference in ticket prices for 
an impoverished college student. 

BRUCE BENNETT/ALLEY THEATER 

Wilde (Jeffrey Bean, right) can't resist Lord Douglas (Gregory Wooddell). 
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considering that he's working with a 
group of mostly not-well-known ac-
tors. Leigh, one of the film's two big 
names, is surprisingly good as the 
famods and reclusive game designer. 
She brings a witty charm to her role 
that I wouldn't have thought she 
could pull off. 

The film's other big name is 
Willem Dafoe — he has a short little 
cameo as a gas station attendant 
appropriately named Gas. His role is 
tiny, but he carries it off well. 

'Existenz' is kind 
of ICKY and left me 
wanting to take a 
SHOWER after it 
was over. 

Existenz s biggest problem is that 
the audience never gets a chance to 
really understand the world in which 
Cronenberg creates. Sure, we get to 
see a lot of weird animals and hear a 
lot of allusions to brewing political 
turmoil, but we never really see what 
drives the world that Allegra and 
Pikul live. There's a hint of social 
critique here (Allegra's games do to 
her world what television does to 
ours), but Cronenberg doesn't de-
velop it far enough to really matter. 

Despite these faults, however, 
Existenz is a thoughtful movie. If you 
see it, you'll catch yourself saying, 
"Huh?" over and over again. In fact, 
"Huh?" is something you'll ask at 
the end of the movie, which is one of 
those endings that makes sense but 
doesn't make sense. Existenz is a 
movie I'd recommend, but only to 
those who like movies that leave the 
viewers with more questions than 
they went in with. 

S 
S 
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Attention 
all freshmen, sophomores, and juniors... 

sign up now for the 

Student Alumni 
Mentoring Program. 

Sponsored by the Association of Rice 
Alumni, the program is designed to 
facilitate one-on-one interaction between 
alumni and current students. The alumni, 
with firsthand knowledge of the "Rice 
experience" along with experience in 
the world "beyond the hedges," can 
offer invaluable insight to students 
who are pondering their options and 
goals for the future. 

More information and sign-up forms can be 
found at http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~aiumni/ 
mentoring.html. 

¥ 

i % 
V 

V •-
V. •-

V, 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~aiumni/


18 THE RICE THRESHER LIFESTYLES FRIDAY, APRIL 16. 1999 

OWL NET: You 
c a n n o w c h e c k y o u r 
Rice E-MAIL on the Web: 
http://wingJs.rice.edu. 

camera by Abi 

Mar t ia l a r ts a re all 
t h e r a g e . H e a t h e r 
Colvin displays her 
ski l ls a t t h e K T R U 
Outdoor Show. Loud 
music and hot sun 
m a d e for a per fect 
e x c u s e t o b r e a k 
a w a y f r o m h o m e -
w o r k for a n a f te r -
noon. 

Welcome to Lifestyles 
The Rice Thresher provides information on campus events, 

the arts, student opinion and momentous Freudian slips. How-
ever, until recently there has been little or no information for the 
students about themselves. The Lifestyles section is designed to 
provide the student body with resources and a certain amount of 
entertainment. 

Features on fitness, columns on health, recipes that can be 
made using only a brick of cheese and a steam iron, and 
commentary on the ins and outs of Rice fashion will help you, the 
reader, to decide between acid- and stone-washed jeans and to 
keep yourself fed, in shape and healthy. 

Or, more accurately, the.,articles will give you the information 

to make these things possible. Unfortunately, the Thresher 
cannot provide you with the time or motivation to turn off "The 

Simpsons" and do any of the things suggested -here. Only**" 

hunger and the prodding of roommates who have finally 

s topped being nice about the smells emanating from your 

room can do that. That said, welcome to Lifestyles. Read, 

enjoy, point, laugh, make 

"Lifestyles" airplanes and 

\ be one with the world. 

3 

A D V A N T A G K I ) S ( ) L I T I ( ) N S F R ( ) M A - C R i : 1 

IF YOU THOUGHT COLLEGE WAS EXPENSIVE, 
TRY PUTTING YOURSELF THROUGH RETIREMENT. 

1A 

Think about s u p p o r t i n g yourself 

for twenty- f ive , th i r ty y e a r s or 

longer in r e t i r e m e n t . It m i g h t be the 

g r e a t e s t f inancia l test you ' l l ever face. 

For tuna te ly , you h a v e two va luab le 

assets in y o u r favor: time and tax deferral . 

The key is to begin saving now. 

Delaying y o u r decision for even a yea r or 

two can have a big impact on the amount 

of income you'll have when you retire. 

What ' s the simplest way to get s tarted? 

Save in p re t ax dollars and make the most 

of tax defe r ra l . There ' s simply no more 

painless or p o w e r f u l w a y to build a 

comfor t ab le and secure tomor row. 

S R A s a n d I R A s m a k e s i t easy. 
SRAs - tax-defer red annui t ies f rom 

T I A A - C R E F — and our range of IRAs 

o f f e r smar t and easy w a y s to build the 

e x t r a income y o u r pens ion and Social 

Secur i ty benef i t s may not cover. T h e y ' r e 

backed by the same exclusive inves tment 

choices, low expenses , a n d persona l 

service that have made T I A A - C R E F the 

retirement plan of choice among America's 

educat ion and research communi t ies . 

Call 1 800 842-2776 and find out for 

yourself how easy it is to put yourself 

t h rough retirement when you have time 

and T I A A - C R E F on y o u r side. 

www. t iaa -cre f . org 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it.9 

TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Service*, Inc., distributes CREF certificates and interests in the TIAA Real Folate Account. 

• complete information, including charges and expenses, call / 800 842-271 J, ext. 5 ̂ 09, for the pro.*pectuses. Read them carefully before you invest or send money. 12^8 

TIP: 

by E. Rose Selavy 

OK, so let's face it. We care 
about Kosovo. We occasionally 
consider the effects of having 
George Bush Jr. as our next 
president. But, as Rice students, 
we really really care about sex. 
We think about sex and talk 
about sex, and there are allega-
tions that some Rice students 
are actually having sex. 

But, ou t s ide of wha t we 
learned on the playground and 
from embarrassing, clinical dis-
cussions in fourth-grade health 
class, how much do we actually 
know about sex? Admit it, not 
that much . T h e staff of the 
Thresher feels your pain, so, in 
conjunction with the Peer Health 
Information and Support Hotline 
in the Women's Resource Cen-
ter, we are bringing you this col-
umn full of everything you need 
or want to know about sex and 
your bodies. 

• Get those nasty 
D E O D O R A N T M A R K S 
out of c lo thes by rub-
bing t h e m w i th the foam 
f rom dry c leaner hang-
ers. 

Say it with me, class, "Penis." 
Say it with me, class, "Vagina." 
So, Rule No. 1: Sex always in-
volves one or both of these or-
gans. This week, we're going to 
talk about condoms. They help 
protect you and your partner 
from a variety of sexually trans-
mit ted infec t ions , i nc lud ing 
chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis 
and AIDS. They help prevent 
pregnancy. They're a really good 
idea. Blah, blah, blah. Yeah, 
you've heard all this before . 
What follows is the stuff you 
never knew about condoms. 

BRANDS 
Tjnere are several different 

brands of condoms available. 
Planned Parenthood swears by 
Lifestyles b e c a u s e they are 
s t rong and readily available. 
Lifestyles are sort of the Toyota 
Camry of condoms. They ' re not 
too fancy or sleek, but they are a 
great consumer model. 

Some condom b rands are 
c h e a p e r than- o t h e r s . T h i n k 
#nar t , gentlemen. Economy is 
not your first concern when it 
comes to latex. Buy mid-grade 
brands like Lifestyles and Tro-
jans. 

STYLES 
Yes, indeed, there are sev-

eral different styles of condoms. 
What do you do when faced with 
a rack of color-coded boxes? It 
depends on what you want out of 
your condom. 

Unlubricated 
Buy unlubricated condoms 

for oral or anal sex. You will also 
want to buy a separate water-
based lubricant. Do not use any 
of the oils in your kitchen or 
bathroom, no matter how sexy 
or spontaneous that seems. Oils 
will put holes in the condom. 

So, water-based is the way to 
go. KY is readily available, but 
others, like Probe, have a better 
consistency and a less medicated 
taste. Apply lubricant after you 
put on the condom to keep the 
condom from slipping. Try put-
ting the tube in warm water to 
make the lubricant feel sexier. 

Condoms 

Lubricated 
Buy lubricated condoms for 

vaginal intercourse. They tend to 
stretch better and break less. 

Now that you've chosen the 
level of lubrication that is right 
for you, you've got some more 
choices to make. 

Spermicidal 
This is a very important rule. 

Pay very close attention here. Buy 
spermicidal condoms for vaginal 
sex only. The spermicide applied 
to these condoms kills sperm re-
ally well, which is excellent for 
preventing pregnancy. However, 
it will make your mouth go numb 
and irritate other delicate tissues, 
such as those surrounding the 
anus. It should not irritate vagi-
nal tissues. 

Extra-Sensitive 
It sounds like a gimmick, but 

these extra-sensitive condoms, 
which have a balloon of latex be-
low the head of the penis, actu-
ally do increase pleasure for the 
wearer of the condom by increas-
ing friction. 

As far as his partner is con-
cerned, however, there probably 
is not that much difference. The 
only danger involved is the 
possiblity of breakage, so don't 
use them for anal sex, in which 
breakage is much more likely. 

Ribbed for Her Pleasure 
No, they're not. 

C O L O R S 
Come on, I can't walk you 

through everything here. I don't 
like yellow, but, other than that, 
be creative. 

L O C A T I O N S 
If you're willing to settle for a 

standard condom with no funky 
colors or textures, you can get 
one at the Women's Resource 
Ceqter in the Student Center or 
at Health Services. The obvious 
benefit of this choice is that these 
condoms are free. 

You can also shop for condoms 
at any local convenience store. 
For hardcore condom fanatics, 
there are condom specialty stores 
scattered around town. T h e s e 
stores are also excellent places 
to acquire last-minute Night of 
Decadence costumes. 

ALL A B O U T C O N D O M S 
Now that you've chosen and 

acquired the condom that 's right 
for you, there are some things 
that you should know about how 
condoms work. Latex condoms 
have at least a 98 percent preg-
nancy prevention rate. You can 
improve protection from unex-
pected pregnancy by also using a 
diaphragm, cervical cap, spermi-
cidal foam or c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
sponge 

Be aware that condoms must 
be used properly to be effective. 
Read the instructions. Leave a 
reservoir at the tip and hold the 
condom on when pulling out, so 
it doesn't slip off. If you have 
questions about how to use a con-
dom, you can call the Peer Health 
Information and Support Hotline 
at (713) 569-4000, and they'll help 
with instructions. 

Also note that condoms do 
not necessarily prevent the trans-
mission of genital warts, herpes, 
or some other nasty infections, 
so, even safer sex isn't always 
totally safe. Say it with me, class, 
"Play carefully and have fun." 

O 

http://wingJs.rice.edu
http://www.tiaa-cref.org
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THRESHER SPORTS/ commentary-

A tribute to a swim 
team gasping for air 

I'm sure you have heard by now that Rice is seriously 
considering dropping the men's swimming program. 
Factoring in Title IX, a lack of funding and a historical 
lack of competitiveness, the Athletics Department has 
pretty much decided to let the 
team go. Talk about making a bad 
situation worse — while some of 
the team is already being sued by 
their former coach, they now have 
to deal with being on the verge of 
losing their varsity status. 

Regardless of what is decided, 
the program is certainly dangling 
by the slightest threads of Chris Baskin 
legitimacy. So before the year — 
probably the team's last at Rice — 
is out, I'd like to take this opportunity to eulogize the 
dying program. 

Swim caps and goggles 
And suits made too small, 
Perhaps you male swimmers 
Won't be here next fall. 

No more embarrassing showings, 
^ No more record defeats. 

No more swim meets at Autry 
With no fans in the seats. 

No more trips to Hawaii, 
No more intersquad love,-
'Cause your team fits in at Rice 
Like O.J.'s nubs in that glove. 

Your program's to be evaluated, 
And if there's potential to grow, 

Rice may alter its position 
And pony up some dough. 

But there's not enough time 
And there's not enough cash 
To start the fire again 
From your pile of ash. 

Title IX is upon you 
Though Bobby says it's not that, 
Which is like calling someone husky 
When really they're fat. 

Well, maybe he's not lying. 
Maybe his words are true, 
And cutting you guys off 
Will just give the women their due. 

But either explanation 
Cannot eradicate the fact 
That come next September 
Your Speedos will be packed. 

With only two scholarships 
To'split among you boys, 
You were fighting a war 
With an arsenal of toys. 

But take heart, young soldiers, 
You're actually in luck: 

Now you can transfer 
To a school that doesn't suck. 

And you won't have to worry 
About your former coach Kris, 
For that lawsuit she filed 
Is some bullshit you'll miss. 

Pretty soon women's soccer 
Will be taking your place, 
And with that your scholarships 
And your locker room space. 

There'll be no more practices 
In that decrepit old pool 
With its 25 yards 
Of chlorinated drool. 

• r 

The fact is unsettling. 
But the stars do not lie: 
Your coffin's been sized up; 
Your team's gonna die. 

So in the words of Randy Quaid 
From Major league 2 
"Back up the truck, 
You're finished, you're through!" 

Chris Baskin is a Sid Richardson College junior. 
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CARTER BROOKING/THPESHF.P 

BYU second baseman Isaac lorg (No. 7) beats senior catcher Zane Curry's tag to score the Cougars' only run In a 3-1 Rice win 
Friday. The Owls went on to win the second game of the day's doubleheader to sweep their third WAC series of the year. 

Owls disappointed with BYU sweep 
by Jose Luis C-ubria 
T H R K S H I i R EDITORIAJ. STAFF 

For most teams, sweeping a confer-
ence series is cause for celebration. 

But for the third-ranked Rice baseball 
team, last weekend's three-game sweep 
against Western Athletic Conference ri-
val Br igham Young Universi ty at 
Cameron Field was anything but a happy 
occasion. 

Behind strong pitching and clutch 
hitting, the Owls won the first game 7-1 
April 8 and then swept a Friday double-
header 3-1 and 5-3. 

But despite the three wins, the Owls 
realized that they could have—and likely 
should have — dominated a mediocre 
BYU team that came into the series with 
a team earned run average of 8.00. 

"We really didn't play that well," se-
nior pitcher Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl said. "We 
didn't execute the fundamentals. Nor-
mally, that'll come up and bite you, and 
in this case we basically escaped with 
three wins." 

"We just didn't do the little things like 
getting our bunts down," junior center 
fielder J^ason Gray said. "We want to win 
a national championship, and if we want 
to go that far, we better improve on those 
things. In close games against good 
teams, if you can't get that runner over, 

you'll be in trouble." 
Following the doubleheader, H^&d 

Coach Wayne Graham privately met with 
the team for 15 minutes in the batting 
cages — a practice usually reserved for 
losses — and no doubt let them know of 
his displeasure. 

'We really didn't play that 
well. We didn't execute the 
fundamentals. Normally, 
that'll come up and bite 
you, and in this case we 
basically escaped with 

three wins.' 
Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl 

Senior pitcher 

"We know that we have to play at a 
higher level if we want to reach our goals," 
Graham said. "Don't get me wrong, we're 
very gratified that we won three games 
because BYU competed well with us. But 
we know we have to be better." 

Graham said he was most upset with 
Rice's inability to advance runners into 
scoring position with sacrifice bunts or 
in hit-and-run situations. 

In addition, one specific play in the 
sixth inning of the series' final game left 
Graham fuming. With two outs, men on 
the corners and a 3-2 Rice lead, Kurlz-
Nicholl relieved junior s tar ter Jeff 
Nichols. With a pick-off throw to first 
base, Kurtz-Nicholl immediately caught 
Cougar catcher Adam Wilkes, who was 
trying to steal second, in a rundown. 

But when the throw went to first, 
BYU second baseman Josh Fulton broke 
for home. Senior first baseman Jacob 
Baker, who could have either thrown to 
second to nab Wilkes or come home to 
get Fulton, hesitated before throwing 
home, giving Fulton just enough time to 
score the tying run. 

Rice managed to escape the inning 
with no further damage done, and Gray 
smashed a two-run line-drive homer in 
the bottom of the seventh, making the 
defensive lapse obsolete — to everyone 
but the Owls. 

"I'm real disappointed," Graham said. 
"We've got to play better baseball. We've 
been working hard on the bunting game 
and the first-and-third situation, but it's 
just upsetting." 

See BYU, PaKe 'J l 

Golf closes out regular season on high note 
Owls finish eighth in final tournament before next month's WAC Championships 

by Jason Gershman 
THRKSHER STAFF 

In their final stop before the Western 
Athletic Conference Championships next 
month, the men's golf team battled to an 
eighth-place finish in the rain-shortened 
Diet Pepsi/Shocker Classic in Wichita, 
Kan. 

The Owls shot 290 and 292 in the first 
two rounds Monday before rain on Tues-
day forced cancellation of the final round. 
With a final score of 582, the Owls fin-
ished in a tie for eighth place. The Univ-
ersity of North Texas took first out of the 
20-team field with a 560. 

"We played better than we,did in Cali-
fornia," senior Andy Rapp said. "The 
weather was a lot nicer. This was a course 
we've played before. Golfs funny like 
that—one week you're really on, and the 
"next week you're totally off." 

Rice's eighth-place finish at the tour-
nament, held at the Crestview Country 
Club under the auspices of host school 
Wichita State University, was a drop from 
last year's fourth-place finish. 

In a tie for 16th, junior Drew Conrad 

was the Owls' top finisher on the indi-
vidual leader board. He shot rounds of 
70 and 73 on the par-72 course. He was 
closely followed by sophomore Frederik 
Dejaeghere, who came on strong with a 
70 after an opening round of 74, and 
finished in a tie for 20th. 

'We played better than we 
did in California. Golf's 
funny like that — one week 
you 're really on, and the 
next week you're totally 

off' 
— Andy Rapp 

Senior golfer 

Rapp finished one stroke behind 
Dejaeghere with a total of 145. Senior 
C.W. Mallon and sophomoreJ^rettShobe 

rounded out Rice's lineup with totals of 
151 and 153. 

North Texas' Neal Collins shot an 11-
under-par 133. His performance included 
rounds of 68 and 65, and the Eagles won 
the team title by five strokes. 

Rice finished second out of the three 
Western Athletic Conference schools in 
the tourney. Colorado State University-
placed third with 567 and the Air Force 
Academy finished next to last after shoot-
ing 602. 

1Tie Owls are looking forward to their 
final WAC tournament in the current 16-
team conference. The University of Ne-
vada at Las Vegas, ranked second in the 
nation, will be defending its conference 
title in Monterey, Calif., May 3-5. 

"UNLV will be really tough," Rapp 
said. 'Texas Christian University and a 
couple of others are high-ranked. It will 
be a tough field but we hope to improve 
from last year. It's a great course and we 
really look forward to playing there. 

"If we are in the top five, we will be 
very happy," he said. "But if we finish 
anywhere in the top half of the field, we 
will be satisfied." 
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Men's tennis still looking for an upset after falling to No. 16 TCU 
Owls follow loss with 7-0 blowout of Lamar 

by Ben Weston 
THRESHER KDITORIAI. STAKE 

The men's tennis team has al-
ready accomplished much this sea-
son. 

The Owls have run up a 16-7 
record while playing one of the 
toughest schedules in the country 
and with freshmen holding three 
of the six singles spots. They have 
not lost to a team ranked below No. 
25 at match time. 

They reeled off seven consecu-
tive wins at one point in the season 
and have kept both a singles player 
and a doubles team in the top of the 
national rankings all year. 

'It was a heartbreaker. 
The reason we lost was 
just a little bit of 
frustration at the wrong 
time. ... That's the kind 
of thing you should be 
able to handle at this 
high of a level.' 

— Shaheen Ladhani 
Assistant coach 

But they have dropped to No. 56 
in the nation because they lack one 
thing: the big win. 

With No. 6 Southern Methodist 
University visiting Jake Hess Ten-
nis Stadium tomorrow afternoon, it 
is do-or-die time for the Owls. An 
upset would drastically improve both 
Rice's national ranking and its seed-

ing (currently No. 8) for next week's 
Western Athletic Conference tour-
nament in San Diego. 

And if the Owls hope to qualify 
for the NCAA Championships in 
May, they must pull out a big win. 

"We've still got chances to get 
one or two wins," Assistant Coach 
Shaheen I^adhani said. "Awin against 
a team like [SMU] could make a 
season." 

Rice came very close to getting 
the upset Saturday against No. 16 
Texas Christian University. After an 
Owl loss at the No. 3 doubles spot, 
junior Robert Collins and freshman 
Prakash Venkataraman won 8-5 in 
the second spot. 

In the first doubles spot, the 31 st-
ranked pair of seniors Efe Ustundag 
and Shane Stone faced SMU's No. 
28 team of Esteban Carril and Mar-
tin Jirak. 

The match was close all the way, 
but after an 8-8 tie, Ustundag and 
Stone won the tiebreaker 8-6 to give 
the Owls a 1-0 advantage going into 
singles. 

Two freshmen opened singles 
play for the Owls as Prakash 
Venkataraman fell 6-1, 6-1 at No. 4 
and Otmane Bennani-Smires won 6-
3, 6-2 at the sixth spot. 

The next three matches, how-
ever, were all three-set TCU wins 
as No. 10 Carril took down 15th-
ranked Ustundag 6-3,3-6,6-3 at the 
top spot and Stone and freshman 
Fabien Giraud both dropped 
cliffhangers. 

Collins finished the day with a 6-
4,6-7,6-3 win at No. 2, but the Horned 
Frogs had already pulled out the 4-3 
victory. 

"It was a heartbreaker," Ladhani 
said. "The reason we lost was just a 
little bit of frustration at the wrong 
time.. . . That's the kind of thing you 
should be able to handle at this high 

Brazos Bookstore 
25th Anniversary Travel Book Sale 

All Travel Guides and Maps 

20% OFF 

(All other books 10% discount at all times with valid Rice ID) 

Visit our website: www.brazosbookstore.com 
2421 Bissonnet Street • Houston, Texas • 713-523-0701 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

International photographer's 
work available in bookstore 

The photographic works of 
the well known international 
architectural photographer 
Wayne Salvatti are currently 
available in selected printed 
pieces and are being offered 
in the campus store. 

He has recently completed 
a beautiful photo study, 
produced for the 
campus that 
includes a stun-
ning collection of 
locations on cam-
pus. Salvatti's 
c o m m e r c i a l 
client projects 
have taken him 
into every state of 
the United States 
including Alaska 
to the far reaches 
of the entire con-
tinent of Australia, Tasmania 
and New Zealand just to 

Salvatti's client 
list reads like a 

who 's-who in the 
architectural/ 

collegiate 
photographic 

world. 

list reads like a who's-who in 
the architectural/commercial 
photographic world. 

Salvatti has provided his 
special brand of architectural 
imaging for hundreds of 
clients throughout the 
country and abroad and 
is pleased to offer the 

current selection 
of images and 
pieces for Rice 
University in the 
Campus Store. 

For fur ther 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
stop in the Cam-
pus Store, con-
tact the book-
store <at (713) 
5 2 7 - 4 0 5 2 
or E-MAIL 
Wayne at Wayne 

56@AOL.com or website at 
www.PHOTOGRAFXWORLD 

name a few. Salvatti's client WIDE.com. 

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHE.R 

Freshman Prakash Venkataraman lunges for the ball in Rice's 4-3 loss to No. 16 TCU Saturday. Venkataraman and 
junior Robert Collins pulled off an 8-5 win in the No. 2 doubles spot to help the Owls win the doubles point. 

of a level." 
Rice took out some of its frustra-

tion on Lamar University Monday in 
a 7-0 blowout. The Owls won every 
singles match in two sets and every 
doubles match by at least four, show-
ingthey could bounce backwell from 
a tough loss. 

"It was good after a tough loss 
to a rival team — everyone came 
out fired up," Ustundag said. "No 

easy points, no breaks. We just 
came out and took out our anger 
on Lamar." 

Ustundag won his 99th career 
singles match against Lamar, and 
Rice now needs him to get No. 100 
tomorrow. 

"This Saturday's match with SMU 
will be a very good indication of how 
we'll do in the WAC," Ustundag said. 
"I'm very optimistic." 

After the WAC tournament, 
which runs from Wednesday to Sat-
urday, the focus will be on making 
the NCAA tournament as a team. 
The Owls have high hopes. 

"We haven't lost to anyone be-
low us," Ladhani said. "Belief is cer-
tainly a lot higher now. ... It may 
work out when the [selection] com-
mittee looks at the strength of 
schedule." 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
april 8 - 1 3 

Moore 
Rice 
Gwyn 
Bess 
Ramos 

1.2 2 0 0 1 1 

5.0 4 2 0 1 2 
0 .0 1 2 2 1 0 
4.0 3 0 0 1 4 

BRIGHAM YOUNG 1 RICE 3 

Win — Gwyn 3-0; Loss — McAdoo 2-2; Save — 
Ramos (1) ; WP — McAdoo (4) , Gwyn (5); HBP —by 
McAdoo (Wil l iams), by Gwyn (Bi t ter) , by Moore 
(Thames) 

Attendance — 1,887 

BRIGHAM YOUNG 3 RICE 5 

BYU (18-20, 7-10) 
Name (pot) AB R H Bl 

Rice (35-8, 15-3) 
Name (pot) ABR H Bi 

BYU (18-19, 
Name (po*) 
Bell iston cf 
Circuit 3b 
Johnson rf 
Pond 2b 
Davies l b 
Itri dh 
Smith If 
lorg ss 
Freeman c 
Wirrick ph 
Rodriguez p 
Crump p 
Total* 

7-9) 
AB R H Bl 
4 0 2 0 

Rice (34-8, 14-3) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 

2 6 1 

Will iams If 4 
Smith 2b 4 
Thames ss 2 
Ford rf 3 
Gray cf 3 
K.Nchll d h / p 3 
Baker l b 2 
Curry c 1 
Arnold 3b 3 
Baugh p 0 
Total* 25 

BASEBALL 

HOUSTON 4 RICE 9 

Houston (22-16) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Crwy 2b / c f 5 0 0 0 
Lee rf 4 
Bitter c 3 
Woodwrd l b 3 
Syfert ph 1 
Sperring l b 0 
Schweitzer If2 
Wilken 3b 3 
Medrano dh 1 
Rios ph /dh 2 
Melebeck ss4 
Whatley cf 2 
Allen ph /2b 2 
McAdoo p 0 
Torina p 0 
Moore p 0 

Totals 32 4 8 

Rice (36-8) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 
Will iams If 3 1 0 1 
Gray cf 4 2 1 0 
Thames ss 3 1 1 1 
Ford rf 5 1 1 1 
Krtz-Nchll dh5 2 3 2 
Smith 2b 3 1 1 0 
Baker l b 4 1 2 1 
Curry c 3 0 0 0 
Fox 3b 4 0 3 2 
Gwyn p 0 0 0 0 
Bess p 0 0 0 0 
Ramos p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 34 9 12 8 

Bell iston cf 5 
Greene If 5 
Johnson rf 5 
Davies l b 4 
Itri dh 3 
Wrrck p h / d h l 
Circuit 3b 3 
Fulton 2b 4 
Wilkes c 4 
Opdahl p 0 
Crump p 0 
Thomas p 0 
Totals 38 3 13 

Wil l iams If 
Gray cf 
Thames ss 
Ford rf 
Smith 2b 
Baker l b 
Curry dh 
Arnold 3b 
Fox 3b 
Lukin c 
Nichols p 
Krtz-Ncholl pO 
Totals 29 

Score by Innings R H E 
BYU 000 010 0 — 1 6 1 
Rice 000 102 X — 3 8 2 

E — Davies (2) , Thames (17) , Arnold (9) ; DP — BYU 
1; LOB — BYU 8, Rice 8 ; 2B — Gray (4) ; CS — 
Bell iston (2) ; SH — Circuit (2 ) , Johnson (4) ; Free-
man (2) 

BYU 
Rodriguez 
Crump 
Rice 
Baugh 
Kurtz-Nicholl 

IP 

5.0 
1 .0 

6 . 1 
0.2 

H R ER BB SO 

Score by Innings R H E 
BYU 000 003 000 — 3 13 2 
Rice O i l 100 20X — 5 8 1. 

E — Davies (3) , Circuit (13) . Wil l iams (2) ; DP — 
BYU 2, Rice 2; LOB — BYU 9, Rice 6; 2B — Davies 
(10) : HR — Gray (13) ; SB — Bell iston (5) , Circuit 
(7) , Fulton (1) , Wilkes (1). Wil l iams (6). Curry (1); 
CS — Gray (2) 

Win — Baugh 7-2; Loss — Rodriguez 3-5; Save - -
Kurtz-Nicholl (3 ) ; WP — Rodriguez) 5), Kurtz-Nicholl 
(9). Baugh 2(7) 

BRIGHAM YOUNG 1 RICE 7 

Score |>y Innings R H E 
Houston 000 022 000 — 4 8 1 
Rice 203 200 20X — 9 12 1 

*.»-« « 

E — Melebeck (9) . Fox (9); DP — Houston 1; LOB 
— Houston 7. Rice 8; 2B — Lee (7), Woodward (11). 
Gray (5), Ford (10). Kurtz-Nicholl (2) ; 3B — Thames 
(4); SH — Wilken (6), Thames (3); SF —Lee (3) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
BYU 
Opdahl 6.0 7 4 3 3 3 
Crump 1.0 1 1 1 0 1 
Thomas 1.0 0 0 0 2 1 
Rice 

'N ichols 5.2 11 3 2 1 4 
Kurtz-Nicholl 3 .1 2 0 0 0 5 

Houston 
McAdoo 
Torina 

IP 

3.0 
3 .1 

H R ER BB SO 
Win — Kurtz-Nicholl 4-1; Loss — Opdahl 2-5; Save 
— None: WP —"Kurtz-Nicholl (10) : BK — Opdahl 
(1): HBP — by Opdahl (Gray) 

Attendance — 955 

BYU (18-18, 
Name (pos) 
Bell iston cf 
Circuit 3b 
Johnson rf 
Pond 2b 
Davies l b 
Wirrick dh 
Fulton pr 
Smith If 
Howes ss 
Frt»>man c 
Greene ph 
Wilkes c , 
Mangrum p 
Itri p 
Totals 

0 0 
1 0 

7-8) 
AB R H Bl 
3 0 0 0 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Rice (33-8, 13-3) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 

3 0 1 

Wil l iams If 3 
Smith 2b 2 
Thames ss 4 
Ford rf 2 
Gray cf 4 
Ackal dh 2 
Michael is ph 1 
Baker l b 3 
Curry c 3 
Arnold 3b 4 
Ramos p 0 
Totals 28 

S G f i 
SAT tutors 

needed 
for summer 
and fall 1999 

The Houston office of SCORE IJPrep, one 
ol the fastest-growing test prep companies 
in the country, is conducting interviews 
now for both summer and fall positions. 
You must have high standardized test 
scores and a reliable car. The tutoring takes 
place on afternoons, evenings, and 
weekends; you set your own schedule. We 
pay $ll/hr. minimum, and often more. 
Call SCORE! Prep at 713-266-2772 today! 

Score by Innings R H E 
BYU 000 100 0 0 0 — 1 4 1 
Rice 2 1 1 0 0 1 02X — 7 8 0 

E — Wilkes (2) : DP — BYU 2, Rice 1; LOB — BYU 
4, Rice 10; 2B — P o n d ( 1 2 ) , Arnold (3); SB —Baker 
(3); SF — S m i t h (2) . Baker (2) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
BYU 
Mangrum 
Itri 
Rice 
Ramos 

7.2 8 7 7 9 3 
0 . 1 0 0 0 0 0 

9 .0 4 1 1 1 8 

Win — Ramos 9-1; Loss — Mangrum 2-3; Save — 
None; WP — Mangrum (10) ; HBP — by Mangrum 
(Ford), by Ramos (Circui t ) , by Mangrum (Ackal) 

At tendance — 672 

http://www.brazosbookstore.com
mailto:56@AOL.com
http://www.PHOTOGRAFXWORLD
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Rice's 9-4 victory over Houston fits like a Silver Glove 
by Jos6 Luis Cubna 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Even a little silver couldn't distract the 
baseball team from its long-term goals Tues-
day night. 

Junior Mario Ramos pitched 4.0 innings of 
scoreless relief and senior designated hitter 
Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl went 3-for-5 with a double 
and two RBIs to lead the third-ranked Owls to 
a 9-4 win over the University of Houston (22-
16) at Cameron Field. 

With the win, Rice (36-8) took a 3-1 lead 
in the five-game Silver Glove Series against 
their cross-town rivals, guaranteeing that 
the trophy will remain on South Main for at 
least another year. The Owls won the inau-
gural series 4-1 last season and are now 11-
3 against the Cougars the past three sea-
sons. 

But while the team was obviously pleased 
with the win, the Owls also admitted to being 
more concerned with simply playing well and 
improving, especially after last weekend's dis-
appointing showing against Brigham Young 
University. 

"It's important to win the series, but it's 
more about playing good baseball and get-
ting better every game," junior left fielder 
Charles Williams said. "It's always good to 
get a win against anybody, not just to win the 
Silver Glove. But it is good to win this se-
ries." 

Rice jumped out to an early lead and 
seemed to be on its way to running away 
with the victory. The Owls scored two runs 
on just one hit, an RBI single by Kurtz-
Nicholl, in the first inning. They then added 
three more in the third, led by sophomore 
third baseman Matt Fox's two-run single up 
the middle. Fox finished the game 3-for-4 
with two RBIs. 

In the fourth, with junior center fielder 
Jason Gray already on second base with a 
leadoff double, senior shortstop Damon 
Thames smashed a 3-2 pitch to the gap in left-
center field for what seemed to be a stand-up 
double. 

ButThames, who went 0-for-9 against BYU, 
hustled around second trying to stretch the 
hit into a triple. UH shortstop Aaron 
Melebeck's relay throw went wide of third, 
allowing Thames to come around to score 
with what amounted to an inside-the-park home 
run. 

" I was just glad for something to fall," 
Thames said. "But I think that's the way we 
have to be as a team. We have to be aggressive 
and make things happen. We have the ability, 
and if we take.it to the other team we'll be 
successful. But if we sit back and let them put 
it on us, it'll be another weekend like against 
BYU." H 

While the Owl offense built the 7-0 lead, 
junior starter Marc Gwyn quietly pitched a 
solid game. He gave up no runs and just two 
hits through the first four innings before 
running into some undeserved trouble in the 
fifth. 

After a leadoff single by Melebeck, center 
fielder Keith Whatley hit a sharp grounder to 
Fox, who fielded the ball cleanly but threw it 
over first base, putting Cougars on second and 
third with no outs. 

Gwyn retired the next three men he faced, 
but a wild pitch and a sacrifice fly brought 
both runners home. The two runs were un-
earned, and Gwyn upped his record to 3-0 
while lowering his earned run average to 
3.26. 

"Marc continued to do a real good job," 
senior catcher Zane Curry said. "He went his 
five innings and even in the inning they got the 
runs, he did a great job of fighting back and 

KATHLEEN CORR/THRESHER 

Junior pitcher Marc Gwyn (No. 35) and junior second baseman Brett Smith get UH designated 
hitter Mike Medrano caught in a rundown in the fourth inning of Rice's 9-4 Tuesday night victory. 

getting us out of it." 
UH managed to climb back into the game 

after the fifth, thanks mainly to stellar relief 
work by NickTorina.The lefty relieved starter 
Duncan McAdoo followingThames' triple and 
proceeded to retire the next 10 Owls he faced, 
all while throwing mainly off-speed pitches 
and breaking balls. 

Rice managed to get two runs off him in the 
seventh, but that didn't take away fromTorina's 
sterling performance. 

"Torina was different, and you'd think 
maybe at first he'll give you problems," Thames 
said. "But we have to adjust. What's going to 
happen if you're in a close game and you need 

See UH, Page 22 

Kurtz-Nicholl shines as Rice sweeps BYU 

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

Senior Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl reaches second base on a wild pitch in Rice's 3-1 win 
over BYU Friday. Kurtz-Nicholl went 2-for-3 with a run and an RBI as the Owls' 
designated hitter and then pitched 0.2 innings in relief to pick up his third save. 

BYU, from Page 19 
Rice hopes the struggles serve as 

a kind of wake-up call that will force 
them to pick up their level of play. 

"We don't lose confidence be-
cause we know we're a good team," 
Kurtz-Nicholl said. "But this should 
give us a real kick in the butt to get 
working on our game and stop mess-

,> ing around." 
"It might be good for us, to tell us 

that we need to work on these things 
if we want to go somewhere," Gray 
said. "These things might have hurt 
ul^lowniherocrd, so I guess it could 
be a blessing in disguise." 

The poor performance was made 
worse by the fact that Rice was com-
ing off an ugly 7-2 loss to then-No. 6 
Baylor University in Waco. In that 
game, the Owls looked across the 
field into the home dugout and saw 
exactly the kind of team they could 
be. 

"Baylor is a real good model for 
us," junior catcher John Lukin said. 
"We definitely have all the skill, if 
not more than Baylor. But they've 
got committed players, and right now 
I'm not sure everyone is committed 
to everything that needs to be done 
for us to be a championship baseball 
team. We all know what that para-

digm is and what we need to do to 
achieve it. 

"But it all depends on whether 
we do it or not," he said. "Things like 
bunts, hit-and-runs, baserunning, 
battling with two strikes, the intan-
gibles of baseball—that's what wins 
games." 

7 seriously think 
Jesse's our MVP right 
now. ... Shoot, without 
him I don't know where 
we'd be.' 

— J a s o n G r a y 
J u n i o r c e n t e r fielder 

The team's disappointment over-
shadowed an almost magical day for 
Kurtz-Nicholl. In the first game of 
Friday's doubleheader, with the 
score tied 1-1 in the sixth and men 
on second and third, he singled to 
right field to drive in what turned out 
to be the winning run. 

In the next inning, Kurtz-Nicholl, 

who started the game as designated 
hitter, relieved sophomore starter 
Kenny Baugh and got the final two 
outs to pick up his third save 

But his work was not yet done. In 
the second game, Kurtz-Nicholl re-
lieved Nichols and threw 3.1 near-
perfect innings of relief, giving up 
just two hits while striking out five, 
to pick up his fourth win of the year, 

"You can't hardly beat a day like 
that, can you?" Graham said. "Jesse 
did a great job for us. He was a little 
tired in the second game and he still 
did a good job." 

Kurtz-Nicholl's contributions both 
as a relief pitcher and pinch/desig-
nated hitter this season have saved 
the team on a number of occasions, 
and his teammates are quick to give 
the senior the credit he deserves. 

"Jesse is, in my opinion, our 
MVP," Lukin said. "He may not be 
the best player on the team, but as 
far as contributing everything to the 
team, he's definitely the. MVP." 

"I seriously think Jesse's our MVP 
right now," Gray said. "In so many 
games he's come in and held a lead 
for us, and now a couple of weeks in 
a row he's come in and gotten the 
big hit. Shoot, without him 1 don't 
know where we'd be." 

LONDON — $541 CIEE 
PARIS - $571 CIEE » ROME - $619 £IEE 

SAO PAULO/RIO-$691 CIEE 
HONG KONG-$860 CONSOLIDATOR 

MOROCCO-$667 CIEE 
AUSTRALIA - $1278 CIEE 

A L L FARES ARE R O U N D T R I P FROM H O U S T O N 

Coillk ' i 
Council on International 
Educational Exchange 

University Center Roonr32-D 
Univ. of Houston 
4800 Calhoun 
Houston,TX 77204 
Phone:713-743-2777 

www.counc i l t r ave l . com 
c 

Summer Storage? 
Tlry 

BULLSEYE 
STORAGE 

d l 7 713-524-8900 

iTCIose By 
ifureat Price-

From $39/Month 

1 ^ 3 rand New 
l ^ l i m a t e Control 
h'visa/mc/ax 

RICE Students 
20% OFF 

1st M o n t h ' s Rent 

> 0 5 S o u t h w e s t F r w v . / H v v v 5 ° 

H o u s t o n . T e x a s 7 7 0 9 8 

Sales Consultants 

Automotive concept store needs Sales Consultants in the 
Houston area. 

Consultants will act as a single point of contact for customers 
On a day-to-day ba§is, consultants will present vehicles, 
accompany customers on test-drives and educate guests on 
the retail process. Consultants will also assist with trade-in 
evaluation, facilitate financing decisions and oversee 
paperwork. 

Candidates should have a college degree, great interpersonal 
skills and be comfortable with the Internet. No previous 
automotive retail experience necessary. Salary - $50K 
potential. 

Send resume by 4/30/99 to Leed Performance, Inc., P O Box 
6493, Bloomingdale, IL 60108-6493 or e-mail to 
AUTOMALL@EMAIL.COM 

: l 

http://www.counciltravel.com
mailto:AUTOMALL@EMAIL.COM
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Teteris leads way for Rice 
at Texas A&M invitational 

by Alex Higbee 
THRKSHKR STAFF 

The men's and women's out-
door track teams traveled to Col-
lege Station Saturday to compete 
at the Texas A&M Invitational, a 
meet marred by problems with 
its automatic timing system. 

Despite the difficulties and the 
fact that a number of athletes 
remained in Houston, the Owls 
competed well in distance events 
and relays. 

Junior Jeff Piper led the way, 
finishing fifth in the 5,000-meter 
run in 15 minutes, 9.38 seconds. 
Senior Andrew Burrow ran a per-
sonal best to take fourth in the 
1,500-meter run in 3:55.47. 

On the relay front, the men's 
1,600-meter relay team of seniors 
Derrick Small and Ash Martinez, 
sophomore Scott Byer, and fresh-
man Keith Pierce finished in 
3:16.05, its fastest time of the year, 
to nab fourth place. 

Not to be outdone, the women's 

400-meter relay team also turned 
in a season-best time. Sopho-
m o r e s Konnett Mays and 
LaKeisha Robertson, junior Mar-
garet Fox, and senior Kim 
Smallwood placed third for Rice 
with a time of 45.11 seconds. 

Individually, the women ex-
celled in distance events, placing 
three runners in medal positions. 
Senior Alexis Smith earned third 
place in the 1,500-meter run with 
a time of 4:56.30, and senior 
Heather Howard ran 18:20.30 for 
third place in the 5,000-meter race. 

Freshman Aimee Teter i s 
turned in the best individual fin-
ish of the meet, placing second in 
the 800-meter run in 2:10.45. De-
spite her finish, she was a little 
disappointed with the race and 
with the meet as a whole. 

"It wasn't run well, and ended 
up too late behind schedule," 
Teteris said. "It's hard to concen-
trate when your event keeps get-
ting pushed back further and fur-
ther." 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Athletics Department 
hands out awards 

S e n i o r s Liz C o r n e l i u s o n 
(women's track and field) and 
Thomas Benford (football) were 
named the 1999 recipients of 
the Joyce Pounds Hardy and 
Bob Quin Awards as Rice's out-
s tanding s tudent-athle tes at the 
Athletics Depar tment ' s spring 
banquet Wednesday. 

Senior swingman Robert 
J ohnson was named the outstand-
ing athlete in men's basketball, 
while senior LaDouphyous 
McCalla was the outstanding foot-
ball player. Also honored as his 
sport's most outstanding athlete 
this season was senior swimmer 
Dave Stigant. 

In women's sports, junior 
Maria Brumfield received the 
award as the o u t s t a n d i n g 
women's basketball player, and 
senior Robin Davidson was hon-
ored as the m o s t va luable 
women's swimmer. Senior Tif-
fany Carrethers received the 
award in volleyball. 

Sports with ongoing seasons 
presented 1998 awards. Current 
sen ior Damon T h a m e s was 
named the baseball team's out-

standing player, and current se-
nior Efe Ustundag won the men's 
tennis award. 1998 graduates 
Adam Reiser and Brian Klein both 
won awards in men's track and 
field. Graduate Drew Scott and 
current junior C.W. Mallonwere 
honored with as co-recipients of 
the golf award. 

Current junior Elle Lewis won 
the women's tennis award. 1998 
graduate Sheila Madigan and cur-
rent senior ShaquandraRoberson 
took the awards in women's track 
and field. 

Senior trainers Dan Martin, 
Tony Olivero, Shawn Winkler and 
Carol Winston received recogni-
tion for their work. Suzanne Koy 
(women's basketball) and 
Raphael Tillman (football) were 
presented their National Strength 
and Conditioning Association All-
America awards. 

JustynaGudzowska (women's 
tennis) and David Grenardo (foot-
ball) received the Fred Stancliff/ 
"R" Association Scholarships, to 
be put toward post-graduate 
scholarships. 

Pat and Cecelia Hobin and 
senior cheerleader Nancy Kwon 
were honored for their contin-
ued support at Rice sporting 
events. 

U N I V E R S I T Y AT G R E E N B R I A R 

664-5700 

Bring this Coupon 
for our pick up special! 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/One Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 4/23/99. 

No. 12 Vanderbilt slams Owls 8-0 
by Ben Weston 

THRKSHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's tennis team is not 
there yet, but they're close. 

A 6̂ 3 home win over 50th-ranked 
University of Texas at El Paso Sun-
day showed the Owls they're one of 
the better teams in the country. But 
an 8-0 loss to No. 12 Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Monday proved the team still 
needs some improvement before this 
month's Western Athletic Confer-
ence Championships. 

Monday's loss was tough to swal-
low, as is any sweep, but the 37th-
ranked Owls (13-5, 5-1 WAC) felt 
they belonged on the court with the 
Commodores. 

"The score does not show how 
close this match really was," sopho-
more Erin Waters said. "We played 
really well against a top team." 

Singles play could have swung 
either way as junior Elle Lewis, play-
ing at the top spot, and freshman 
Judith Hagedorn, playing at No. 5, 
each lost first-set heartbreakers 7-6. 
Neither recovered well for the sec-
ond set—6-4 and 6-2 losses, respec-
tively, put them away. 

At the third and fourth spots, se-
nior Justyna Gudzowska and Wa-
ters each won their opening sets 64. 
But their opponents came back 
strong in both cases, and the Com-
modores came out of singles with an 
insurmo jntable 6-0 lead. 

In doubles , Waters and 
Gudzowska could not keep pace at 
the top spot and lost 8-0. After junior 
Charlotte Feasby and freshman 
Natalie Briaud fell 8-2 at No. 2, the 
teams decided to forgo the final 
doubles match. 

Saturday brought WAC rival 
UTEPtoJake HessTennis Stadium. 
Lewis led off with a 6-3, 6-3 singles 
win at No. 1, and Gudzowska fol-
lowed with a 6-4, 6-4 victory of her 
own. 

Waters added a 6-0, 6-1 win, and 
at No. 6, Briaud won 6-1,6-0, leaving 
Rice one doubles win away from 

^etfnching a victory. 
That win came quickly as Lewis 

and Hagedorn dispatched their op-

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

Junior Elle Lewis hits a backhand in Rice's 8-0 loss to 12th-ranked Vanderbilt 
Monday. Lewis fell 7-6, 6-4 at the top singles spot. 

ponents 8-1 at the third spot. At No. 
1, Waters and Gudzowska cruised to 
an 8-4 win. 

"It was a good win for us—they've 
improved a lot this year," Waters 
said. "All in all, everyone played well. 
We're all coming together." 

Rice's final test before the WAC 
Championships begin April 28 in 
Albuquerque comes tomorrow as 
they head north to take on No. 35 
Texas A&M University. The Owls 
think their chances for a minor up-
set are good. 

"When it comes down to it, I think 
we're better than them," Waters said. 
"To our disadvantage, it will be on 

A&M's home court [but] everyone 
is planning to give everything they 
have." 

A win over A&M may move the 
Owls up a couple of spots in the 
rankings — they have already gone 
from No. 50 to No. 37 in just two 
weeks. But in the long run, the WAC 
Championships are the only event 

' that matters. 
"I think where we are right now 

reflects our record pretty correctly," 
Gudzowska said. "We should have 
been there to begin with [but] it 
takes a while for the rankings to 
adjust. I don't see any reason why 
we can't win the WAC." 

Ramos lets Rice breathe sigh of relief 

The best pizza in town ... Honest! 

UH, from Page 21 
the runs? If we don't learn to hit that, 
we'll have problems." 

Thanks to Ramos, though, the 
Owls didn't need any extra runs. 
Senior closer Stephen Bess, who 
has been mired in a month-long 
slump, relieved Gwyn to start the 
sixth and gave up a double and a 
walk before Ramos quickly replaced 
him. 

The Owl ace allowed both of 
Bess' runners to score after a sac-
rifice bunt and two singles. But 
Ramos retired 10 of the final 12 
Cougars he faced, giving up just a 
single and a walk while striking 
out four td pick up his first save of 
the year. 

"Mario wasn't near as good as he 
has been," Curry said. "But they 
helpecLhim out a bit and he did what 
he had to to win. He's obviously 
been our ace lately. Every time he 
comes in, it's 99 percent sure we're 

f 

going to get the win." 
While Ramos has been red-hot 

for over a month, Bess has been ice-

'[Mario] did what he 
had to to win. He's 
obviously been our ace 
lately'. Every time he 
comes in, it's 99 percent 
sure we're going to get 
the win.' 

— Zarie Curry 
Senior catpher 

cold. Head Coach Wayne Graham 
attribute Bess' struggles to his lack 

of control with pitches other than 
his major league-caliber fastball, 
which he has thrown as hard as 96 
mph. Curry agreed, but he also 
thinks Bess is making progress on 
the road to recovery. 

"He'll come around," Curry said. 
"He really hasn't pitched badly. He 
didn't pitch badly tonight, but you 
can't leave a guy out there against a 
good team if he's given up some hits. 
But he's progressively getting bet-
ter. 

"As long as he keeps his confi-
dence, he'll get better," he said. 
"Pitchers in general, and relievers 
especially, have to be extremely 
cocky. They have to know that 
they're better than everyone else 
out there. If there's the smallest 
doubt in your mind come crunch 
time, the pressure's on you and it's 
not supposed to be that way—espe-
cially with the kind of stuff that 
Stephen has." 

i l l 

PRESENT CARD FOR 10% DISCOUNT 

cMaue LjOUX SHEEPSKIN EXPERTLY ficamd 

By ' % ELLHAUSEN'S 
CUSTOM FRAME & ART GALLERY, INC. 

O V E R H A L F A C E N T U R Y I N H O U S T O N 

I Fine Art Prints Gifts Photo Frames 

4 + 

2425 RICE BLVD. 524-7402 

IN T H E VILLAGE 
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Be on the lookout for little Owls-to-be ... 

We are in the midst of O W L 

WEEKEND. and anything can 

happen! 

The BASEBALL team plays the 

University of New Mex ico at 7 p.m. at 

Cameron Field. 

The Rice Players present Harold P in ter 's 

drama BETRAYAL *8 ?M IN 

Hamman Hall. T i cke ts are $4 for 

s tudents, $6 for facul ty and s ta f f , and $8 

for the general publ ic. For reservat ions, 

call (713) 521-PLAY. 

W ies^Jab le top Theater presents a f inal 

per formance of the musical 

FIDDLER ON THE 
ROOF at 8 p.m. in the Wiess ' 

College Commons. T ickets are $ 4 w i t h 

Rice ID and $5 wi thout . For reservat ions, 

call Doward at (713) 630 -8795 . 

Et tu , Brute? A group of Rice s tuden ts 

presents THE COMPLETE 
WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) at 8 p-m- in the 

Hanszen College Commons. This highly 

improvisat ional comedy includes b i ts of 

all 37 of the Bard 's plays in less than 

two hours. T icke ts are $4 w i t h Rice ID 

and $5 wi thout . 'For reservat ions, cal l 

(713) 521-PLAY. Thirsty for more 

informat ion about Wi l l? Visit http:// 

www.owlnet.rice.edu/~commager/ 

shake/ShakeWeb.htm. 

RSVP hosts the ground breaking of the 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
from 4 to 6 p.m. between Mudd Lab and 

Central Kitchen. Come for free food and 

live music! 

Saturday 
APR 17 

senior 

SOPRANO DAWN 
BENNETT presents her 

reci ta l at 12 :30 p.m. in Duncan Recital 

Hall. She wi l l sing the music of Debussy 

and Gershwin, among others. 

The BASEBALL team plays the 

University of New Mexico at noon at 

Cameron Field. 

The MEN'S TENNIS,eam 

plays Southern Methodist University at 

1 p.m. at Cameron Field. 

Ultracool Louren Reed is GOING 
TO THE CHAPEL OF 
LOVE as she weds Wi l l iam Li at 

6 p.m. in the Rice Chapel. 

.m. in 

Rice Players presents Harold Pinter 's 

drama BETRAYAL «<>*' 
Hamman Hall. T icke ts are $4 for 

s tudents , $6 for facul ty and s ta f f , and $8 

for the genera! public. For reservat ions, 

call (713) 521-PLAY. 

A group of Rice s tudents presents 

THE COMPLETE 
WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) A<8 PM IN ,HE 

Hanszen College Commons. T ickets are 

$4 w i th Rice ID and $5 w i thout . For 

reservat ions, call (713) 521-PLAY. 

Sunday APR 18 

A group of Rice s tudents presents 

THE COMPLETE 
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Calendar 
WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED)at 4 p - m - i n , h c : 

Hanszen College Commons. This is the 

final per formance. T icke ts are $4 w i th 

Rice ID and $5 w i thou t . For.reservat ior is, 
f. 

call (713) 521-PLAY. 

The BASEBALL team plays the 

University of New Mex ico at 1 p.m. at 

Cameron Field. 

monday APR 19 

Is your hair ge t t ing , wel l , shaggy? SCAB 

presents BARBER DAYn 

the Student Ceqter. Come out and get a 

cheap, styl ish new haircut ! 

Wednesday APR 21. 

The Shepherd School of Music presents a 

CONCERT OF 
CHAMBER MUSICfor 

winds at 8 p.m. in Duncan Recital Hall. 

Students wi l l play the music of Telemann, 

Zelenka, Janacek and Crumb. 

The BASEBALL t eam plays 

Lamar University at 7 p.m. at Cameron 

Field. 

Come hear some jazzy en ter ta inment as 

the RICE JAZZ ENSEMBLE. 
under the d i rect ion of Larry Slezak, 

presents the 6 th annual Latin Jazz 

Concert from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Rey 

Courtyard in front of the Rice Memorial 

Center. 

thursday APR 22 

The Baker Ins t i tu te presents the Enron 

Prize to EDUARD 
SHEVARDNADZE-
President of Georgia, at 6 p.m. in Stude 

Concert Hall. Admiss ion is free; seating 

is l imi ted. 

Seniors, come get your SENIOR 
PORTRAITS t aken for the 1999 

Campanile f rom noon to 8 p.m. in Kelley 

Lounge in the Student Center. Bring 

$7 .50 if you want the 1999 Campanile 

mailed to you when it comes out in 

August . 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Amy 
Krivohlavek. Calendar Editor The Rice 

Thresher. MS-524. 

• BY F A X to Amy KrivgijJ-avek, Calendar 

Editor, (.713) 285 -5238 . 

• BYE-MAILTO amykrivo@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS ARE 

available at the Student Act iv i t ies Off ice or 

on the Thresher o f f i ce door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems 
the Monday prior to publ icat ion. 

is- 5 p.m. 

Colter. 

Mighty Mighty Bosstones 

Kadicals 
OFFSPRING 

£ 2 ^ 0 L D ' 8 t f O ' B l ' L E 

Tickets On Sale How! 
U ° U - 2 l | 9 ^ o o 

t icketnaaster. com 
p t e H 

MOTOR SPEEDWAY 
l o g o n t o w S 5 v h a ? d r S ^ ^ ® S 

o f f i c i a l s p o n s o r s : - — - ^ 

CIRCUIT CITY. 

http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/~commager/
mailto:amykrivo@rice.edu
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1999 Pub Rookie Backpage All-Stare 

Jones College sophomore J. Andrew Wein (left) and Jones freshman Nicky Dimes demonstrate the beer fishing 
techniques they will use to catch rednecks during tomorrow's George Strait concert at Rice Stadium. 

Lesson one: The 'R' in 'Rice' is for repression misclass 
"Once we look at the BP curve, We 
wil see that it will misbehave." 
"Can we spank it?" 
— Dr. Vrooman, ECON 421, and a 
Wiess senior 's response. 
Only if BP stands for backpage. 

"Bakerfeast? Sshh." 
— Baker senior. 

"I'm going to fail math." 
"That's okay, Albert Einstein failed 
eighth grade math." 
"Yeah, but did Albert Einstein 
have Gao?" 
— Two Lovetteers discussing 
Gao's grading stancfards. 

"He goes mad at the end of his life, 
of course that 's what non-drinking 
will do to you." 
— I)r. Lockey, HUMA 102. 

"It's not funny! It's something to 
avoid! People die. Stop laughing! 
You can die from polyethylene!" 
— Dr. Kristin Kulinowski, CHEM 
152. 

"People like you should not be 
allowed access to breasts!" 
— Hanszen junior to Sid junior. 

"I want to see whose is longer. 
"Look, mine is bigger!" 
"That's because mine is curved!" 
— Hanszen senior woman to frosh 
femme. 

'I like it squishy!" 
"She'll be here all night.", 
— Jones woman and Brown woman. 

"I want to nur ture your soul!" 
"You can't nur ture my soul! My 
roommate 's in the room!" 
— Baker people. 

"Drawing Jordan curves is like 
drawing circles with really bad 
glasses on." 
— Dr. Jim Anderson, MATH 366. 

'Don't hit me, I'm your roommate , 
i sleep with you-;* 

Brown f reshman. 

"Friends don't let fr iends drink 
before noon." 
"No, actually, fr iends pour the 
beer." 
— Two Brown f reshmen on the 
morning of Beer-Bike. 

"Hey, do you mind hitting save? 
It's a Microsoft product we're 
using." 
— Sid senior working on C O M P 
400 homework. 

"You want to go have sex with 
goats, go have 'em!" 
- Dr Lockey, HI 'MA 102. 

"Now, you might be able to kill 
yourself with 220 volts, but if you 
fail, you'll wish that vou hadn't ." 
— Dr. Wise, ELEC 242. 

"I avoid false s tatements when 1 
can." 
— Dr. Barland, COMP 212. 
Sounds t r u e == f a l s e to me. 

$15 concert parking is a bargain compared to $15,000 tuition classifieds 

HELP WANTED 

TUTOR WANTED for sixtli grade boy 
in West University to assist in home-
work after school; 3-6 p.m. Monday/ 
Friday; driving required; excellent pay. 
Call (713) 665-5026. 

SUMMER JOB! Receptionist position, 
Dean of Engineering Office: answer-
ing phones, greeting visitors, minimal 
clerical tasks. Neat appearance/excel-
lent phone etiquette required. Will 
work around summer school sched-
ules. $5.50/hr. Call Nancy Letness, 
(713) 527-4955. Incoming freshmen 
welcome! 

SUMMER JOB! Office Assistant posi-
tion at Dean of Engineering Office: 
general office work, Mac computer 
skills (Word) required. MUST be de-
pendable/confidential i ty required. 
Will work around summer school 
schedules. $6.50-$7/hr. Call Carole 
Allgood (713) 527-4009 or Nancy 
I^etness, (713) 527-4955. Incoming 
freshmen welcome! 

CHILD CARE Opportunity —Look-
ing for experienced child care pro-
vider to watch our 2 children two days 
per week. Will v/ork with your sched-
ule. Excellentpay. Please call Jill (713) 
839-1057. 

CHILDCARE workers needed 'for 
church located near Rice University 
on Sundays from 8:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Seeking experience mature, depend-
able caregivers for paid positions. 
Background check required. Call Edu-
cation Secretary, PalmerChurch, (713) 
529-6196. 

SUMMER TUTORS needed May 24 
through August 20: Lindamood-Bell 
learning Processes* needs tutors for 
Clinic in Houston. Training in specific 
programs provided. Must have good 
reading/spell ing/comprehension to 
apply, degree preferred. Fax resume 
to (805) 541-8756. *An equal 
opportunity employer. 

NOW HIRING Cashier and Line Chefs 
for and exciting new downtown mar-
ket. Full & Part-dine posidons avail-
able. Call Rick at (713) 528-1133. 

SMALL BUSINESS within walking 
distance from Rice requires computer 
expert. PC and Macintosh hardware/ 
OS experience required. UNIX sys-
tem administradon and knowledge of 
corporate networs a plus. Call Dawn 
Hayes (713) 523-6737. 

SUMMER CHILD CARE. Need 
friendly student to care for and ador-
able 7 year-old boy in the Memorial 
area. Non-smoker. Need car. Previous 
child care experience preferred. Call 
Carol @ (281) 552-1231. Good pay. 

GOOD TESTER? The Princeton Re-
view is looking for outgoing, dynamic 
people to teach test-taking skills and 
more! Valuable experience, flexible 
hours, starts @$13/hr. Call (713) 688-
5500. -

TUTORS WANTED — Odyssey Tu-
toring is hiring tutors for all high school 
subjects. Start at $15/hr. Transporta-
tion required. Need tutors through 
end of May. Please call (713) 975-5355 
or e-mail DavidLivy@aol.com. 

WANTED: SOUTHWEST YMCA, 
4210 Bellaire Lifeguards/Swim In-
structors/Day Camp Counselors Ex-
cellent pay, training available, free 
membership. Call Mike at (713) 664-
9622. Close to campus. 

THE THESIS The rap i s t : Exper t 
ed i t ing arfd t he s i s a s s i s t ance . 
Expert edidng and word processing; 
term paper, thes is research and 
organiza t ion as s i s t ance , r e s u m e 
p repa ra t ion . Reasonab le ra tes . 
Pick-up and delivery available. Call 
Andrea Katz, Ph.D. Ph.D. with over 15 
years experience. Editorial, word 
p r o c e s s i n g and r e s e a r c h paper 
specialist. Tel: (713) 627-0849/ (713) 
241-2785, e-mail: akatz@shellus.com. 
Leave a message. 

HOUSING 

ATTENTION ALLStudents!!! Off-cam-
pus housing is the way to live, and at 
The Villages of Meyerland we offer a 
little bit of style, a lot of class and some 
extra pocket money. Come visit us at 
the Villages at Meyerland and receive 
$250 off your 1st full month's rent on 
all 6, 9 and 12 month leases (with this 
ad only)! Villages at Meyerland. 8900 
Chimney Rock, Houston,Texas, 77096. 
(713) 666-2904. uiww.rent.net/direct/ 
villagesatmeyerland. 

NOTES & NOTICES 

If you plan to participate in Commence-
ment and have not ordered regalia, 
please contact the Campus Store 
ASAP. Complete informadon on Com-
mencement 1999 can be found at 
www. rice, edu/commencement. 

4/20 FUN: Rice for Legalizadon Tie-
Dye, Hanszen quad, 3:00-4:19 p.m., 
4:21-5 p.m. RFL club tees will be 
available for $10. 

DEUCE-DEUCE is back. Watch for 
the Fonnet with the pickle on it. 

DR. SHAY advises seniors to remem-
ber Owls were born in '81 or '82. 

OWLS MISCLASS. E-mail Owl Week-
end misclass to thresher@rice.edu. 

C.S. 

Captain: Jo Rees — Brown Captain: Nirav Bhagat — Jones 

Steffenle Blrkeland — Brown 
Maya Hazarika — Hanszen 
Lyn Sheperd — Hanszen 
4ess Alsobrook — lovett 
Christina Kukura — Lovett 
Utse t&fnbrakos — Lovett 
Usa Alford — Sid 
Maria Arboieda — Sid 
Erin Keating — Sid 
Meridith Williams -
Lindsay Botsford — 
Moira Glilis — Wiess 

Luar Sandoval — Baker 
Biair Christian — Hanszen 
Ripley the Chainsmoker—Wiess 
Chris Glass — Will Rice 

Scott Byer Award \ 
Erin Hamilton -
Scott Byer — Wiess 

Sid 

So what if you didn't make Gil lis' Honor Roll last 
semester? Grades don't mean anything — unless you 
want to get into grad school, med school or law school or 
get a job after graduation. This Is the only honor roll that 
counts, an it's the only one officially endorsed by the 
backpage. 

Cheers to all of you in this elite group — most of you 
received multiple nominations. If you think your name is 
missing, don't blame the BPEs. Blame your lazy friends. 
Nominations have been open for five months now. 

In addition to your public recognition, your master will 
likely pull you aside and give you All-Star attention asking 
you questions like, "Hey, are you drunk?" or "How are 
those grades?" or "What are you parents' first names and 
how can I reach them?" While Dean Bass no longer 
maintains her "first-time immunity" exemption for members 
of the squad, your achievement entitles you to the respect 
of the masses. 

Congratulations, kids. Just three more years and you'll 
be 211 Until then, keep in mind that vice is immoral. Make 
sure to stay away from alcohol, cigarettes and Will f?ice. 

Now hirina! 

m TLG MEDIA, INC. 
OOHO Hrwrl̂ n LU, TY 77HOf 

• Software Engineer 
(Two full-time positions and several 
summer positions available. $45,000-
$65,000 per year plus stock options) 

Develop the user interface for the 
world's largest and most 
technically advanced on-line 
research service for under-
graduate students. Run your own 
development projects, including 
researching tools & methods, 
managing junior technical staff 
and meeting deadlines. 
Participate in the creative 
process of building the service 
and in design problem solving. 
You should have experience in 
Java programming, PERL 
scripting and/or database 
interface design. 

2202Dryden Houston, TX 77030 
PH 713.839.9104 FX 713.995.9500 

info@tlgmedia.com 

• Office Manager 
(Full-time position. $22,000-$27,000 
per year plus stock options) 

Office Manager to set up and 
run our office. Looking for an 
organized dynamo. You will be 
responsible for all administration, 
from phones to furniture, files to 
meetings, events to accounting. 

send a resume 
to info@tlgmedia.cpm 

Hey Owls, please remind your hosts that they 
have to bring you to the Pub — it's in the 
university's charter. 

Tell 'em Mikey sent you. 

WILLY'S PUB 

mailto:DavidLivy@aol.com
mailto:akatz@shellus.com
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:info@tlgmedia.com
mailto:info@tlgmedia.cpm

