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Lady Owls soar into semifinals of WAC Tournament 
by Chris Larson 

THKKSHKR STAFF 

Every opponent of the Rice 
women's basketball team should be 
given a warning label before the 
game. "Beware: High Stress Envi-
ronment" might be fitting. 

For the second straight game in 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Tournament, the relentless Lady Owl 
defense took over. The Lady Owls 
turned the University of Utah's usu-
ally composed offense into chaos 
and mayhem as they ran away from 
the Utes, winning by a score of 74-57 
to advance into today's semifinal 
against Colorado State University. 

"We did what we had to do defen-
sively," Head Coach Cristy 
McKinney said. "We thought our 
quickness could bother Utah, and it 
did." 

Bother is probably an understate-
ment — the Utes (21-6) often ap-
peared completely intimidated by 
Rice's tenaciousness and became 
frustrated. The shot clock ran out on 
the Utes multiple times before they 
could even take a shot, and several 
Utah passes were so far out of reach 
that it was difficult to decipher whom 
the intended target was. By game's 
end, the Utes had committed 26 turn-
overs, more than they committed in 
any other game the entire season. 

"We practice really hard every 
day for two hours nonstop denying 
the ball," freshman guard LaToya 
Brown said. "We keep each other 
pumped and go after it." 

The Lady Owls (18-10) were jit-
tery for the first few minutes and 
could not find the bottom of the bas-
ket — they fell behind 5-0 four and a 
half minutes into the game. A steal 
and layup by junior guard Maria 
Brumfield, who finished with agame-
high five steals, put the Lady Owls 
on the board. Then Rice began to 
warm up from the outside. Brown 
nailed two three-pointers and senior 
forward Ashley Duncan added an-
other in a 9-2 Rice run that gave the 
Lady Owls a 16-12 lead that they 
would never relinquish. Brown fin-
ished with 12 points, going four-of-
six behind the three-point arc. 

'Their zone was sagging in," 
Brown said. "We were reversing the 
ball and I got some good looks. I've 
been really confident in my shot and 
I took it." 

Coming ouf of the locker room 
with a 10-point advantage, Rice used 
— you guessed it — their defense to 
put the game away. A full-court press 
early in the second half created two 
quick turnovers and resulting easy 
layups, followed by an offensive foul 
committed by a frazzled Ute. Rice 

See WAC, Page 15 

WAC WOMEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
After upsetting'Utah in Wednesday's quarterfinals, the Lady Owls 
must face No. 4 Colorado State in the semis. The winner of tomorrow's 
t i t le game gains an automatic bid to next week's NCAA Tournament. 
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COURTESY SARA MILLER 

Slinky, sexy engineer 
Sid Richardson College Junior Tony VanderWyst dazzles 
the audience at the Mr. Engineering contest Feb. 25. 

Distribution under scrutiny 
Faculty searches for curriculum direction 

by Julie Hollar 
THRESHKR STAFF 

The Undergraduate Curriculum Com-
mittee presented its latest curriculum 
reform proposal at the faculty meeting 
Monday to a divided audience. No deci-
sions were made, but committee chair 
Gerald McKenny took a straw poll at the 
end of the meeting to help shape the 
committee's decisions on their final pro-
posal, which McKenny said he hopes to 
bring to a vote before the end of the 
semester. 

Though the proposal centered on es-
tablishing a manageable relationship 
between current distribution require-
ments and such things as the new for-
eign language competency requirement 
and the proposed freshman seminars, 
debate focused more on the distribution 
system and designation of distribution 
classes. 

The UCC proposal intentionally left 
the question of restricted distribution 
unanswered and allowed for discussion 
of the rationale behind such a system as 
well as the form the system should take. 

"I've never really been clear on what 
restricted distribution is," Brown Col-
lege senior and UCC committee mem-

ber Mike Eisenberg said. 
In an independent proposal presented 

at the meeting, a group of three self-
described "rebels who still believe in 
restricted distribution," Political Science 
Professor John Ambler, French Studies 
Professor Deborah Harter and Math-
ematics Professor John Polking, outlined 
a two-tiered curriculum that directly ad-
dresses questions of distribution. 

Under their proposal, students would 
still be required to take three or four 
courses in each of the three main groups. 
Two would be from a small number of 
broadly focused classes, while the re-
mainder could be any class within that 
group. 

» * Currently, distribution requirements 
must be satisfied by courses from a long 
and varied list of distribution classes, 
and Group III majors can't graduate with-
out taking two of four available humani-
ties classes. 

"Most people are not happy with how 
HUMAas it stands now," Eisenberg said. 
"A lot of students just use their pass/fail 
and do no work, so it doesn't really serve 
whatever purpose it was supposed to 
serve." 

Ambler said the group wanted "to 
See CURRICULUM, Page 6 

CURRICULUM IDEAS 
The Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee suggested Alternatives 

A and B at the last faculty meeting, 
and the Two-Tiered Proposal came 
from Professors Ambler (Political 
Science), Harter (French Studies) 
and Polking (Mathematics). Each 
plan tries to bring the foreign 
language requ i rements into 
harmony with distribution, while 
at the same time allowing for the 
addition of interdivisional courses 
and freshman seminars. 

Alternative A 
12 semester hours each in Groups 
I, II and III, just like the current 
requirements. Students could use 
language courses above 200 level 
and f reshman seminars as 
distribution credit. 

Alternative B 
9 semester hours in each group, 
but languageclassesand seminars 
would not qualify as distribution. 

Two-Tlered Proposal 
6 hours of restricted distribution 
credit in each group, in addition to 
Alternative A or B. A committee of 
facu l ty in each group would 
determine the list of courses. 

Residential quad to get new look 
by J. Cameron Cooper 

FOR THK THRESHER 

The Residential Colleges division of Food 
and {lousing is currently conducting a study 
aimed at "improving the experience of living 
and learning within the exterior spaces of the 
colleges," Residential Colleges Manager Rob-
ert Truscott said. 

The area currently under study includes 
the environs of the five colleges in the residen-
tial quadrangle that will be affected by- the 
construction of the still-unnfimed South Col-
lege. 

"When the new colleges come online, 
they're going to be very flashy, and we. don't 
want the other colleges to feel left out," said 
Truscott. 

Though this study — conducted by the 
Boston architectural firm Sasaki and Associ-

ates — looks at the residential quad, landscap-
ing around the northern colleges is to be 
handled by another Boston-based firm, 
Michael Graves and Associates, which is de-
signing the new Martel College. 

According to Truscott, Sasaki and Associ-
ates is "the king of landscape design at Rice." 
As the university's landscape architects, "They 
are in charge of everything from street signage 
to plant selection," Truscott said. "They know 
the campus quite well." 

The recently completed Jamail Pla2a and 
fountain next to the Baker Institute is their 
most recent and visible project. 

Truscott and representatives of Sasaki and 
Associates met Tuesday with members of 
Baker, Will Rice, Sid Richardson, Lovett and 
Hanszen Colleges to gather student input on 
possible improvements in their colleges' envi-

See LANDSCAPE, Page 6 

INSIDE 

COURTESY NASA 

Baker College associate and NASA 
Astronaut Jim Newman trains for a space 
flight. He took a Baker flag with him on 
his last mission and presented it to the 
college Sunday. See Story, Page 7. 
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Men can play basketball too 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Mostl? cloudy, 59-77 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 58-80 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, interspersed with thunderstorms, 
64-77 degrees 
Monday 
Thunderstorms with temperatures 
continuing to fall. 59 -71 degrees 
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Athletics' support 
This year, the Thresher has been able to send beat writers to cover 

the Western Athletic Conference volleyball and men's and women's 
basketball tournaments in Las Vegas. The generous support of the 
Athletics Department has made this possible. 

Without the Athletics Department 's assistance, the Thresher would 
have never been able to provide the same kind of coverage and would 
have instead been forced to provide either lower-quality coverage or 
none at all. 

Instead, two teams that bounced back from dismal seasons to post 
amazing turnarounds have received the student coverage and atten-
tion that they so rightly deserve, as has a third team that is quickly 
establishing itself as a regular contender. 

On a campus where school spirit is scarce and support for athletics 
is well below what it should and very easily could be, the Thresher is a 
student 's best source of information concerning the swim teams' last 
meet or the baseball team's latest national ranking. 

As the Athletics Department as a whole continues its steady climb 
from cellar-dweller to respectability and beyond, the Thresherhopes to 
be able to provide similarly competent coverage. 

Opening the Student 
Center after a break 

In past years, s tudents returning from midterm break found the 
doors of the Student Center closed to them. The Thresher would like to 
thank Student Center Director Boyd Beckwith for changing that. 

This year, when you return from midterm break, you will find the 
Student Center, as well as Sammy's and the Coffeehouse, ready to 
serve you. The building and Sammy's will open at 6 p.m. Sunday, March 
14, and the Coffeehouse will open at 8 p.m. 

Since everyone has to be back that night for classes the next day, it 
makes perfect sense that the Student Center should be open. Now, 
returning students will have a place to congregate and meet others to 
regale them with fresh tales of their springtime hijinks. Students will also 
be able to pick up dinner at Sammy's or a snack at the Coffeehouse — 
conveniences that would have been denied if the center remained closed. 

Hopefully, if center staffers see enough people making use of the 
facility Sunday night, they will consider opening the Student Center 
earlier at the end of each break. 

Reforming 
curriculum reform 

As the faculty continues down the path of changing general educa-
tion requirements, it should pause to consider reforming the process 
by which curricular changes are enacted. 

At the Nov. 4 faculty meeting, the curriculum reform proposed by 
the now-defunct Ad Hoc Curriculum Review Committee failed 106-77, 
yet the same proposal passed 100-61 at the Sept. 9 meeting. The foreign 
language competency requirement, which passed by a clear majority in 
September, barely squeaked by on its second reading 87-84. But these 
significant voting shifts were not caused by professors changing their 
minds — they were caused by the differing attendances of the two 
meetings. 

Issues as important and student-related as curriculum reform should 
not be decided by only those professors who can show up at a 4 p.m. 
meeting — or even one of two meetings, since these changes must be 
approved twice. I have spoken to many faculty membeig who care 
about curriculum changes but were not always able to make the 
meetings. 

Discussing proposed changes at meetings makes sense. But voting 
at these meetings does not. There have been no more than 183 votes 
cast at a faculty meeting during the last year, but there are over 400 
faculty members eligible to vote. 

More representation will ensure a more balanced curriculum. To 
make this possible, ballots should be cast by campus mail after sufficent 
discussion at meetings. Each faculty member could be sent a copy of 
the proposed changes, the minutes from the meeting outlining the 
discussion and a ballot. Faculty members would be able to make an 
informed decision even if they could not attend the meeting in person. 

At both the September and November meetings, some faculty 
members left a f te r the overall cilrriculum vote. In particular, at the Nov. 
4 meeting, there were 12 less votes cast on the language competency 
issue than on the overall issue. To think that a far-reaching university 
policy was enacted by only three votes when at least 200 professors did 
not vote (and a dozen left just before) is mind-boggling. Moving the 
voting out of meetings could prevent incidents like this one from 
happening again. 

— Brian Staler 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The real story behind 
the new benches 
To the editor: 

My inclination was to just savor 
the moment, for it was indeed one of 
those special t imes when the 
Thresher editorialized in favor of 
Facilities and Engineering and 
"Allen Center." But alas, it is neces-
sary that I write to you clarifying 
for the record that, in fact, we 
were only the means of implementa-
tion. 

Well over a year ago, French Stud-
ies Professor Deborah Harter men-
tioned to Dr. Malcolm Gillis that 
more benches placed around cam-
pus would be a real asset — espe-
cially during our good weather 
#ionths. Dr. Gillis agreed and rec-
ommended the project to the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee of the 
Board of Governors. Our new 
benches are the result. 

Dean Currie 
Vice president for Finance and 

Administration 

Let's keep our vices 
inside the hedges 
To the editor: 

Ahh, the hedges . Hardly 
hedgerows, for sure — more alle-
gory is contained in those plants 
than many of us Ricers would like to 
admit. But let me tell i t to you 
straight. I have been reading all 
about Night of Decadence and it 
makes me squirm, yes; but also, I 
pull my hair and look to the bushes. 
One of the most beautiful things 
about Rice is its seclusion from the 
real world. Most universities have 
such a division. And in this division, 
in those crazy hedges, is the solu-
tion to much of the discussion about 
NOD. 

When young people outside of 
school abuse drink, they then get in 
their cars and drive home. When 
young people outside of school fos-
ter in-civility, they do it with 
Rohypnol; they do it in bathrooms 
where nobody sees. When young 
women outside of school put them-
selves at risk for date rape, they do 
it not with a boy who has a 130 IQ, 
but with a big, scary and very hateful 
date-rape expert. 

In short, any worst-case scenario 
thrown about in this discussion of 
NOD gets several orders of magni-
tude worse in the real world. So let 
us mean, uncivil Rice kids get our 
kinks out here. In the hedges. Edu-
cate us, Rice. Expose us to situation 
as well as titration. To eliminate NOD 
doesn't alleviate problems, it only 
moves them off campus. 

One of the things I have seen a 
lot of at Rice is protected children 
interpolating non-experience into 

philosophy. Let us continue! Let us 
have our dark corners here, where 
the ramifications aren't so real. Let 
us go back to our dorm rooms think-
ing we've seen it all — these uncivil 
tendencies will only teach us what 
we might be able to learn in the 
hedges. We will learn it — ask any 
police officer. 

Of course there are people who 
will never do any of these mean, 
uncivil things. Good; stay in your 
dorm rooms. But Rice University, 
do not be so blind as to truncate an 
education that will serve some of us 
well. And the crux: This some-of-us 
is the same some-of-us going to 
NOD, the same some-of-us partici-
pating in rude and risky behavior. 
Better for us to do it here than out 
there. 

Joe Moloney 
Lovett junior 

Advice for our newly 
elected president 
To the editor: 

I could not let the delicious irony 
of your front-page election coverage 
pass without comment. 

Having just informed us that SA 
President-elect Anne Countiss has 
achieved her victory with the fewest 
number of votes in recent memory, 
the article goes on to quote her: "It's 
great to have the support of the stu-
dent body and have it support my 
visions." 

Indeed, the new SA president 
must be having visions to interpret 
the votes of less than one-fifth of the 
undergraduate body as a ringing 
endorsement. Maybe she's seeing 
double... or triple. 

Don't get me wrong, I don't think 
that her vision is bad or that she is a 
bad person. Indeed, I don't know 
anything about her except that her 
resume marks her as a career 
politico and her campaign blurb 
reads like a rerun of Maryana 
Iskander's. 

Perhaps she will prove me wrong 
and actually become a true repre-
sentative of the student body. Maybe 
she's been reading Christof Spieler's 
column and part of her vision will 
include fighting the administration's 
slow bUt steady erosion of privileges 
enjoyed by Rice undergraduates. I 
doubt it, especially the part about 
reading Christofs column. No. If 
the new SA president is anything 
like the politicos who preceded her, 
and so far she seems everything like 
the politicos who preceded her, then 
we can expect more of the 
same. 

The status quo is exactly what 
the student body expects, which is 
why they deserted the polls in record 
numbers. The students all go to Rice, 
so they must not be stupid. They 

know that the SA officers do not 
represent the students. 

At this point, I might be accused 
of being cynical and mean-spirited. 
Untrue. 

The cynic would blame the low 
turnout on "student apathy," as if 
there is something defective in the 
character of a student body that sim-
ply doesn't care who gets elected to 
SA offices... 

On the contrary, student partici-
pation is flourishing all around cam-
pus. There are many terrific activi-
ties like Rice Broadcasting Televi-
sion, intramural sports or the re-
cently honored Rice Emergency 
Medical Services. 

A mean spirited person would 
wish ill upon the SA or politicos. To 
be honest, presiding over SA meet-
ings are a fine club activity and no 
doubt tons of fun. My own college 
roommate was elected SApresident, 
and he seemed to enjoy it. Similarly, 
it's good to have ambitions, espe-
cially in college. Furthermore, from 
all accounts, Anne Countiss is really 
a nice person. 

See ADVICE, Page 4 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Let ters to the edi tor 
shouldbe sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Let ters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit 'letters for 
both content and length. 

'News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first class 
mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 
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Easy fix for Health Services' problem 
I just got home from the hospital. 
I spent the better part of my Sunday 
waiting in the emergency room be-
cause of my own stupidity (I can't 
catch a softball), and I feel 
like the day could have 
gone a whole lot more 
smoothly. 

All I had were a few 
cuts around my eye. With 
a few stitches and some 
cleaning, I'd be on my way. 
A triage nurse could have 
easily taken care of such a 
little five-minute task, a 
perfect job for something 
like Health Services. 

But I was dumb enough to get 
hurt on Sunday, and according to 
Rice, there is no need to worry about 
minor health problems on week-
ends. I'm rather thankful that Park 
Plaza doesn't have the same phi-
losophy. 

We make jokes about the pro-
pensity of Health Services to diag-
nose all problems as mono or preg-
nancy. I've been to Health Services 
three times. Twice they thought I 
had mono, and once I had a sepa-
rated shoulder. (Watching them try 
to diagnosis that as mono was a lot 
of fun.) 

The whole problem is that Rice 
doesn't have the facilities to offer 
anything better. Rice needs to up-
grade our Health Services — and 
fast. The plan to build a new center 
as part of one of the new colleges 

Zach 
Bonig 

has been scrapped. 
But there is another plan, one 

that has been around for several 
years: The idea is to move Health 

Services into a building 
already available on 
Greenbriar. The building 
is large, handicapped-ac-
cessible and bright. It has 
office space and would be 
an excellent place for 
quality minor health care. 
It's close to campus and 
could be up and running 
by the beginning of next 
year. 

There is opposition to 
the move. A new Health Services on 
Greenbriar would be less accessible 
to some students than the current 
Hanszen College site or a new cen-
ter built on campus. But if you are 
wheelchair-bound, it's awfully hard 
to get into the current Health Ser-
vices. A new center would probably 
be more easily accessible, but at a 
cost of millions and only after sev-
eral years' wait. 

There is another problem with 
arguing for accessibility. Almost 
every hospital in the Medical Cen-
ter is closer to my apartment and is 
easier to get to than Health Services 
(mostly because they won't make 
me park blocks away). Health Ser-
vices is really only helpful for on-
campus undergraduates, which is a 
minority population compared to off-
campus and graduate students. 

Of course, we could always throw 
a shuttle into the plan to create a 
Greenbriar Health Services, which 
is still cheaper than a new building, 
making the accessibility issue moot. 

Health Services is 
really only helpful 

for on-campus 
undergraduates, which 

is a minority population 
compared to off-campus 
and graduate students. 

So there are a few options. Keep 
Health Services as is, helpful to few 
at best, and cover the flaws with 
recycled jokes. Or we can wait years 
for a plan and spend millions to up-
grade to a new building, which will 
use up precious green space on cam-
pus. Or we can move Health Ser-
vices to a nearby and available loca-
tion. The whole move could be done 
cheaply and quickly. 

With one easily implemented 
plan, we would be left with quality 
Health Care foi^ll of us (very bad) 
Sunday softball players. 

Zach Bonig is a Lovett College senior. 

These are play-pretend sticks and stones, Alia 

The story of sarcasm: Isn't that just fun? 
Something is funnier if you use 
sarcasm to say it. The entire situa-
tion is especially funny if no one gets 
your joke. 

For some reason us 
smart college kids have to 
use sarcasm every time we 
get a chance. Maybe it 
makes us look cooler, like 
those trendy New Balance 
sneakers. Or is it that 
sarcasm is a drug that 
makes us feel profound, 
as if we're saying many 
things at once? If we're 
really hip, it allows us to 
say nothing and every-
thing, much like Calvin 
Klein perfume ads. It's a Contradic-
tion. No, it's not. 

It could be peer pressure in a 
continually reinforced system that 
makes us use s a r c a s m . High 
schoolers come in wanting to im-
press, so they say things that can be 
taken multiple ways in case one of 
'em's wrong' Seniors go out wanting 
to make su re everyone knows 
they're embittered or properly skep-
tical academics. In this case, we're 
all just the same beer-drinking kids 
we were four years ago, only now 
we're pre-consulting, pre-med, pre-
law or engineering, rather than pre-
clerking, pre-"Hi, my name is Chas-
tity, and I'll be your server today," 
pre-data entry or pre-"Oh, you know, 
just working for the 'rents." 

Maybe we use sarcasm because 
it's great for inside jokes. We adore 
inside jokes, because they make it 
clear to everyone around that we 
belong to some social group, that 
we're accepted by someone, at least. 

Maybe tha t ' s partially what 
makes Rice students elitists. 

It's funny how people outside of 
Rice give us the benefit of the doubt, 
too. Once someone knows I go to 
Rice, the next words out are "Oh, 
you must be really smart." Thereaf-
ter, everything I say is golden — 
unless I insult a politician, regard-
less of what party the particular 
people's servant represents. For that 
violation of common courtesy, I usu-
ally get a verbal thrashing for pick-
ing on someone not as "fortunate to 
have as many brains and a good 
education" as I do. Quite a telling 
compliment, wouldn't you say? 

Angelique 
Siy 

Frankly, though, I only have one 
brain, and I'm fine sticking with that 
number. More, and I'd either have 
to get a bigger skull, or the pressure 

inside would get uncomfy. 
I remember that in 

grade school, we started 
learning to be sarcastic 
by telling cooperatively 
embellished whoppers to 
each other. We'd wait for 
the victim — and it was 
almost a random selec-
tion, purely democratic of 
us, really — to get scared 
that a parent was fatally 
mauled by mutant craw-
fish in that sewage ditch 

behind the first-graders' playground 
(or something with a bit more gore 
if the mood of the day so dictated). 
Once the kid had peed in his pants 
or started to cry, we looked around 
at each other to get the timing right 
and yelled "Psych!" Woo hoo. Was 
that fun or what? 

that normally expresses the oppo-
site; discrepancy between the ex-
pected and the actual state of affairs; 
a contradictory or ill-timed outcome 
of events as if in mockery of the 
fitness of things (under this defini-
tion, the critics of Alanis Morissette's 
song "Ironic" who say none of the 
examples in her lyrics are irony, just 
coincidence, are wrong); or the .use 
of language with one meaning for a 
privileged audience and another for 
those addressed or concerned. 

The problem with sarcasm is that 
it can go on forever and never reveal 
to anyone what meaning is really 
intended. Sometimes, disorienting 
the enemy is the objective. Most of 
the time, I think we get carried away. 

Just like I did in this column.Not. 
Not. Not. Not. Psych. 

Angelique Siy is ad production man-
ager and a Sid Richardson College 
senior. She can be reached at 
alia@rice.edu. 

LUNPGM 

The brand-new golden 
age of the silver screen 
For once , I can remember the 
bad old days. 

When I was a kid, movie the-
ater decor consisted of 
red carpet and cinder 
blocks. The seats were 
low-backed, and I even 
had trouble seeing the 
movie sometimes be-
cause the floor didn't 
slope veiy much. 

Then, dramatically, 
it happened. 

My first inkling that 
a movie theater could 
be different was the 
General Cinema at Meyerland 
Plaza. I remember distinctly that 
it opened with a lot of hoopla — 
they express-mailed the Thresher 
a box of popcorn, even. The the-
ater had all sorts of colorful ap-
pendages on the outside, and de-
cor inside to match. 

Christof 
Spieler 

Television, which 
once seemed to be 
killing movies, has 
become so much a 

part of everyday life 
we hardly think of it 

as an escape 
anymore. 

And then came AMC Studio 
30. It had 30 screens. It had stu-
dent discounts. It had stadium 
seating. It had themed areas with 
signs that looked carved rocks 
and spaceships. It had named 
concession booths. It was full of 
purples and greens and other 
colors that I had never seen in 
movie theaters. 

Everything else was instantly 
out of date. I never went to AMC 
Meyer Park again. I had the feel-
ing I'd seen a revolution. 

I think I had. Back in the 1930s, 
of course, movie theaters were 
palaces. Then came television, 
suburbia and "contemporary" ar-
chitecture, and all the frills disap-
peared. Why this is, I don't know. 
I'm not quite sure why somebody 
decided we would rather watch 
movies in places that look bor-
ing. I appreciate minimalism. I 

appreciate architectural honesty 
and straightforward buildings. 
But movies are not minimal. They 

are not honest. They are 
not straightforward. 

A movie thea te r 
should be a prop, a spe-
cial effect, a set that's 
interesting to look at. 
So when they have a 
planet crashing through 
the cei l ing (AMC 
Gulfpointe) or blimps 
serving as theater signs 
(AMC Studio 30) or a 
lobby tall enough for an 

airplane museum (Tinseltown), 
I'm cheering. This is as it should 
be. 

It is quite possible we are liv-
ing in a new golden era of movie 
theaters, just as it is possible we 
are living in a golden age of mov-
ies. The purists might not want to 
admit this, and nei ther will 
the nostalgic types. But our gen-
eration has decided it likes mov-
ies, and the movies have re-
sponded. 

I suppose there is a socioeco-
nomic analysis behind this. Tele-
vision, which once seemed to be 
killing movies, has become so 
much a part of everyday life we 
hardly think of it as an escape 
anymore. Hollywood budgets 
have skyrocketed, so the indus-
try has had to draw more people 
to the movies. As people's faith in 
society declines, escapism takes 
on a new appeal. 

I'm not sure if I want to think 
of movie-watching that way. It 
spoils it a bit, like spending an 
entire movie thinking about how 
the effects were generated.That's 
n o t the point. It's supposed to be 
fun. 

I was going to write a column 
this week on the Student Asso-
ciation. It was going to be called 
"The SA offers no SoLutioNs." It 
was going to point out that the SA 
has, in fact, done nothing this 
year. I was going to point out that 
Bill Van Vooren's presidency has 
been a pathetic waste. But that's 
not news, and other people are 
doing quite a nice job of saying it. 
So I will let it be. Have a nice day, 
Bill. 

Christof Spieler (Sid '97) is design 
consultant and a graduate student 
in civil engineering. He can be 
reached at spieler@rice.edu. 

Or is it that sarcasm is 

a drug that makes us 

feel profound? 

And of course, all you readers 
know that was a rhetorical ques-
tion. It's another kind of sarcasm, 
something most schoolkids learned 
by imitating teachers they over-
heard in the break room. It must 
have evolved from the sincere ques-
tion teachers asked with candied 
enthusiasm after getting kids to eat 
a few pints of finger paint: "Now, 
pumpkins, was that fun or what?" 
It's the brand of sarcasm which 
made us think we were cool by an-
swering with a droll "What." 

Just to set the record straight, 
The New Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary (shorter means two vol-
umes with a total of 3,801 pages 
each, by the way) lists "sarcasm" as 
a bitter or wounding expression or 
remark, 'd taunt, especially one ironi-
cally worded, the use of such lan-
guage or the language itself. 

"Irony," from the same source, 
is dissimulation; pretence; the ex-
pression of meaning using language 
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Try this column 

The truth about SA-student relations 
Recently, a string of unrelated 
events brought to light a dramatic 
trend in Rice student politics. Two 
weeks ago, a Student Association 
senator suggested that 
the SA knows better than 
the general student body. 
One week later, those at 
an SA meeting agreed 
that s tudents did not 
"need to know" the num-
ber of votes received by 
candidates in General 
Elections. That same 
week, student participa-
tion in General Elections 
reached its lowest point 
in at least 10 years. The 
message from both sides was loud 
and clear: We do not care about that 
other group, apd we wish they would 
leave us alone. 

Gordon 
Wittick 

If ever the SA realized 

that they needed a 

student body and the 

students realized they 

could use an SA, Rice 

students would have a 

truly effective student 

government. 

Now, I suppose I might chastise 
you, the student body, for allowing 
your elected officers to grow so dis-
tant. However, I consider myself an 
open-minded individual. Who am I 
to say that this change in 
politics is .necessar i ly bad? 
Maybe voting doesn ' t mat ter . 
Or maybe the SA does know 

best. 
John Locke (and consequently, 

every one of my high school teach-
ers) once said that government is a 

contract with the people 
(or something to that ef-
fect) . Perhaps it behooves 
us to examine our con-
tract with our own student 
government. The Con-
tract reads as follows; 

f The student body 
shall ignore the SA and 
allow them to do as they 
wish. 

II. The student body 
shall pay the SA a small 
sum of money. 

111. In return, the SA shall ignore 
the student body and allow them to 
do as they wish. 

It seems like a fair contract. For 
nothing more than a small sum of 
money (What's a blanket tax com-
pared to tuition or room and board?) 
Rice students need not bother with 
student politics. I believe most stu-
dents would choose, and have cho-
sen, to spend th£ir time on school-
work or recreation rather than deal 
with campus issues. Under this sys-
tem, all those who wish to be in-
volved may do so in relative com-
fort, while the majority may get back 
to more important things. All sides 
are happy. 

However, this system does come 
with several caveats we should all 
be aware of: 

Caveat to the student body: You 
have no student government. SA 
meetings are more orgiastic rallies 
of self-congratulation than anything 
else. True, college governments 
wield all the power on this campus. 
True, nobody really knows what an 
SA president does. 

But, if ever there came a time 
when you needed a student 
government, for whatever reason. 

understand that it will not be 
there. 

Caveat to the SA: You were 
elected for your ability to write blurbs 
and fill empty spaces, nothing more. 
You are not special.. You are not 
"more informed" or "more qualified" 
than most students. You made a 
poster. You spelled your name cor-
rectly. That's all. 

Do you really think Bidhan Das 
was not elected to University Court 
and Honor Council because he was 
less qualified than the other repre-
sentatives? No, it was because of the 
annoying roke-fish thing he put in 
his blurb. 

That is not to say that the SA is 
totally ineffective. Rice students can 
rest easy at night knowing that some-
where out there an SA senator is 
busy providing the campus with 
left-handed desks, approving new 
clubs or increasing awareness 
about diversity. 

However, there is another way to 
go about it. 

In this election, 733 students 
voted for SA president. There are 
about 2,600 undergraduates. If ever 
a candidate with actual ideas and an 
effective way to communicate with 
the student body were to come along, 
that person could easily win. No of-
fense, Anne Countiss, but when 498 
out of 2,600 students vote for you, 
that's not a mandate, that's a hand-
shake. 

If a real candidate ever ran, one 
the students could get behind, per-
haps we would have something then. 
If ever the SA realized that they 
need the student body and the stu-
dents realized they could use 
an SA, Rice s tudents would 
have a truly effective student gov-
ernment. 

Gordon Wittick is page designer and 
a Hanszen College sophomore. 

YEAR-END AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 

1 his nomination form represents an effort between the Office of Student Activities, the 

Office of Student Affairs, the SA Awards Commit tee and the Association of Rice Alumni to 

coordinate their respective year-end awards that recognize service by students to the Rice 

community. Any member of the Rice communi ty may submit a nomination. Qualified 

candidates may be considered for any of the four awards. If you have any questions, please 

contact the Office of Student Activities (x4097). 

THE SALLYPORT AWARD is presented by the Association of Rice Alumni to recognize a 

deserving senior who has made contributions to the Rice community above his or her 

individual-college and who may not otherwise be recognized. A faculty letter of 

recommendation and resume are required. 

THE RICE UNIVERSITY SERVICE AWARD, given in memory of Dean of Students Hugh 

Scott Cameron, is awarded to as many as four individuals of the Rice student population, 

past and present, who have been most exemplary in rendering service to the student body. 

THE OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS are given to graduating seniors who have contributed 

the most to excellence at Rice University. This award recognizes excellence not only in service 

but also performance, dedication, and character. 

THE MORTY RICH SCHOLARSHIP is awarded to a continuing student who has 

distinguished himself/herself through his/her commitment and service to the community. 

DIRECTIONS: 1 . Fill in the following information 2. On a separate sheet of paper, please tell 

us why you believe your nominee should receive this award. 4 . A faculty letter of recommendation 

and a resume are required for the Sallyport Award. 4. Return all materials to the Office of Student 

Activities, MS-527, by Wednesday, March 3 1 , 1 9 9 9 . 

Nominee 
Class:' FR SO JR SR GRAD Email (if known) 

Award _____ 

Co 11 egc/ Depa r t m e n t 

Your Name 
Address _ 
Relationship to itominee 

Phone. 
Email _ 

This form is also available online at www.ruf.rice.edu/~stact/awards.h|ml. 

Guest column 

Words of warning about 
studying abroad in Paris 
I traveled to Paris this sum-
mer with the Institute of Euro-
pean Studies for six weeks to 
study the French language and 
culture. While I recom-
mend the experience of 
studying abroad, stu« 
dents should choose 
the country and city of 
their study carefully. 
Paris, for example, is 
hardly the ideal city for 
an American student. 

Paris is a big city. It 
is the tourist capital of 
the world, visited every 
year by Americans, Ger-
mans, Spaniards and more. One 
of my goals was to learn French, 
but after a week in Paris I real-
ized I had chosen the wrong city. 
I wished that I had gone to a 
remote village in the south of 
France instead of this tourist's 
paradise where a store clerk 
would sometimes get frustrated 
to the point of anger if I tried to 
practice my French with him. 

Paris is a beautiful city. I have 
never seen so much art, history 
and music concentrated in one 
place — from Notre Dame to the 
Musee D'Orsay, the historical 
and modern archi tec ture is 
-breathtaking. There is always a 
music festival or celebration go-
ing on, and most Parisians are 
friendly and more than happy to 
welcome you to their city, espe-
cially if they know you are there 
to learn more about their culture 
rather than just take advantage 

• of their tourist attractions. 
However, the overpopulation 

of tourists has made some Pari-
sians abit jaded when it comes to 
foreigners. Although I didn't con-
sider myself a tourist, I couldn't 
deny the fact that I was a for-
eigner. Parisians reacted to me 
in different ways. Some talked to 
me because they were pleased to 
see an American prepared to 
adapt to the culture instead of 
imposing her own culture upon 
the French. Others considered 
all foreigners the same and were 
not willing to .devote more time 
or effort toward another annoy-
ing American. 

I cannot argue with any Pari-
sian who feels that the allure of 
Paris has diminished with the 
increasing number of tourists. 
When visiting Notre Dame, in-
stead of enjoying the quaint 
cobblestone streets, I was bom-
barded with gift shops selling 
miniature Eiffel Towers and key 
chains. There is a big difference 
between French culture and Pa-
risian culture. After a few days in 
Paris, I began to abhor the latter. 

IES did not do much to help 
the situation. Their idea of im-
mersing the students in the 
French culture stopped at put-
ting us in homes with French 
families. The majority of the fami-
lies I heard about consisted of 
one woman who worked all day. I 
heard stories about rude and criti-
cal hostesses who either would 
not speak to their students or 
called them lazy, and another fam-

Julie 
Bachir 

ily refused its students their ne-
gotiated two meals per week. 

I lived with a woman and her 
14-year-old daughter. The mother 

tended to be a little 
overprotective of me, 
yet I was happy that 
she was eager to help 
me learn French. The 
daughter , had some 
sort of mental disorder 
that was never men-
tioned. When I asked 
the IES housing direc-
tor about this, she 
looked at me with sur-
prise; she had never 

been notified of the problem. I 
lived for six weeks with a girl who 
laughed maniacally at dinner and 
made strange noises in the middle 
of the night. On most days I made 
it my goal to stay as far away from 
the house as I possibly could. 

Women my age are rarely seen 
walking alone in Paris, and I can 
understand why. For a young 
woman, walking through Paris 
demands more effort than one 
would expect. The minute a 
woman steps out the door, she 
braces herself for the comments, 
come-ons and vulgarities that are 
about to ensue. She puts on her 
"city face"—a cold, hard stare — 
even though she knows that 
avoiding direct eye contact rarely 
improves the situation anyway. 

I used this face, but it did not 
prevent the k iss ing faces, 
"bonjours" or unprovoked grop-
ings from occurring. It seems that 
no man is barred from making 
his share of comments to the 
women he sees on the street. I 
remember one day standing at a 
corner with my friend as a van 
drove by. A man stuck his head 
out the window and puckered his 
lips for a kiss. We of course re-
fused, but we were even more 
shocked to see as the van drove 
by that on its side was written "La 
Poste." Even mailmen in America 
are not so "friendly." 

For those of you who are plan-
ning a trip to Paris in the near 
future: Be careful that your ex-
pectations are not too high. Tour-
ists have almost taken over the 
city, and as a foreigner the Pari-
sians may hate you. If you are a 
woman, on occasion the men may 
treat you like a dog. Paris is still 
the best place to immerse one-
self in art, music, fashion, history 
and architecture, but it is not the 
best place to learn French. 

Still, studying abroad is a ben-
eficial experience for anyone. No 
matter where you study, the chal-
lenge of living in a foreign coun-
try will make you a stronger per-
son. Confining oneself to a single 
culture is for those who are naive 
apd afraid of self-improvement. I 
may have been disappointed, but 
my trip to Paris has made me 
look at my own culture differ-
ently, and I will always appreci-
ate the knowledge I have gained 
about the Parisian culture. 

Julie Bachir is a Baker College 
junior. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
ADVICE, from Page 2 

So, Ann^ since you're so nice, 
here's some friendly advice. Rice 
University is a private institution 
driven by the ambition to be as pres-
tigious as possible. Towards this end, 
the most impressive-looking candi-
dates are chosen to be students, 
faculty, administrators, trustees, etc. 
Therefore, the best way you can 
represent the students is by doing 
well as a student, or at least not 

getting put on academic probation. 
In the meantime, be generous with 
committee appointments and discre-
tionary money that you can give to 
clubs, etc. Try to spread it around so 
that everyone has extra bonuses on 

\hei r resume. Do this and your name 
as SA president will be as memo-
rable as that of John Shields. 

William JLi 
Jones '96 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~stact/awards.h%7cml
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COURTESY GEOLOGY DEPART MENT 

Julia Smith Wellner 

Julia Smith Wellner 
named GSA president 

In a Feb. 18 election, Graduate 
Student Association representatives 
chose Julia Smith Wellner as the 
group's new president. 

Although Wellner, a student in 
the Department of Geology and Geo-
physics, is conducting field research 
in Antarctica until April 1, she and 
this year's GSA Secretary Andrea 
Frolic ran together, with Frolic as the 
candidate for internal vice president. 

During her presidency, Wellner 
said she hopes to continue working 
on issues the GSA has considered in 
the last year. "These include bring-
ing more students into involvement 
with the GSA, looking into graduate 
student teaching and continuing to 
improve both health center and 
health insurance options for gradu-
ate students," Wellner said. 

In the past year, the GSA has also 
conducted a survey of graduate stu-
dents' opinions about i ssues con-
cerning the new Graduate Apart-
ments, including rent levels and 
housing needs. 

"The results from this survey will 
work as a guide for whatever actions 
the GSA takes with respect to hous-
ing," Wellner said. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

International University 
of Bremen founded 

T h e International University 
Bremen in Bremen, Germany, has 
moved from the initial planning 
stages to formal existence. IUB will be 
a private, independent research fa-
cility in a country where public uni-
versities dominate the college arena. 

Rice has been instrumental in the 
organizing and planning of IUB, sup-
plying advice, counsel and profes-
s ional e x p e r t i s e . Univers i ty of 
Bremen officials approached Rice in 
October 1997 and proposed that they 
work together to create an indepen-
dent international university on an 
existing campus in Germany. 

Once Rice President Malcolm 
Gillis approved the proposal, a Rice 
contingency led by Provost David 
Auston visited the future site of IUB 
and started laying the groundwork. 

Although Rice has played an inte-
gral part in creating the IUB, there is 
no legal relationship between the 
two universities. 

"At this stage IUB is neither a 
sister campus nor is IUB legally 
bound to follow our recommenda-
tions," Rice Assistant Provost Tom 
Hochstettler said. "It must be made 
clear that IUB is an independent 
university. Nevertheless , we are 
philosophically very attached to IUB 
and we hope to maintain a very strong 
relationship in the future." 

German and Slavic Studies Chair 
Klaus Weissenberger is confident 
this new relationship will benefit Rice 
students by giving them new educa-
tional opportunities. 

"Rice students will find it much 
e a s i e r to s tudy abroad." 
Weissenberger said. "The academic 
calendar will correspond to the 
American one; the credit system and 
structure of those programs are com-
parable, enabling the participants 

from the US to transfer easily into 
IUB and back home." 

All the previous reservations by 
engineering students towards study 
abroad programs have been elimi-
nated by the founding of IUB. All 
students from the natural sciences 
are affected by the increased inter-
nationalization of the job situation 
and will increase their marketability 
by way of th i s program," 
Weissenberger said. 

Mathematics Professor Ronny 
Wells has been working on the 
project for nearly a year. The Rice 
m e m b e r s of the commit tee are 
Hochstettler, Chemistry Professor 
James Kinsey, Hispanic and Classi-
cal Studies Professor Harvey Unis, 
Dean of Engineering Sidney Burrus 
and Assistant Vice President for 
Public Affairs Janet McNeill. 

NEW COLLEGE 
PRESIDENTS 
Brown 
Baker 
Hanszen 
Jones 
Lovett 
Sid 
Wiess 
Will Rice 

Bara Reyna 
Melissa Boddie 
Chris Noble 
Malcolm Wardlaw 
Bryan Hassin 
Pete I rot 
Robert Lundin 
Curt Petersen 

New GSA Officers 

President 
Julia Smith Wellner (Geology) 
Internal Affairs VP 
Andrea Frolic (Religious Studies) 
External Affairs VP 
Kristin Griffith (Psychology) 
Secretary 
Devra Jaffe (Religious Studies) 
Treasurer 
Scott Sitton (Jones School) 

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS 

Will disarm for food 
NEW YORK — U.S. and North Ko-
rean officials met this week in an 
attempt to work out a deal that would 
allow U.S. inspectors access to a 
secret underground construction 
site in exchange for food aid. 

As the talks reached their fourth 
day W e d n e s d a y , Japanese n e w s 
agency Kyodo N e w s reported that 
North Korea was prepared to allow 
unlimited inspections, but that the 
sides are unable to agree on the 
amount of food aid. 

Washington officials are afraid 
that North Korea is using the con-
struction site to make nuclear weap-
ons, which were banned under a 
1994 U.S.-North Korean agreement. 
North Korea has denied these ru-
mors. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Kim 
Gye Gwan said the purpose of the 
negotiations was to "clarify the sus-
picions of the site, what should be 
done by the two sides." 

The U.S. State Department re-
fused to give details of the substance 
of the talks. 
Source: Associated Press, March 3 

Canada's clinical 
cannabis 
OTTAWA — Canadian Health Min-
ister Allan Rock ordered the devel-
opment of clinical trials for the medi-
cal use of marijuana, and he has 
asked officials to determine how to 
grant safe access to the drug. 

"There are Canadians who are 
suffering from terminal illnesses who 
are in pain or suffering from difficult 
symptoms who believe that smok-
ing medical marijuana can help with 
those symptoms," Rock told report-, 
ers. ™ 

Dr. Grant Hill, a member of Par-
liament and the health spokesman 
for Canada's opposit ion Reform 
Party, said he could go along with 
clinical trials but added, "It's quite 

controversial, because it could lead 
to other things." 
Source: Associated Press, March 3 

Britons vote to lower 
age of consent for gays 
LONDON — Legislators voted to 
lower the legal age of consent for 
homosexual acts by two years to 16, 
the age of consent for heterosexual 
acts. The bill, which the House of 

Commons passed in a vote of 281-82, 
would bring Britain into line with 
the majority of the European Union. 

The bill is expected to fail in Par-
liament, which defeated an identical 
bill last summer. Then members of 
the House of Lords said their deci-
sion reflected the feelings of most 
Britons. 

Homosexual acts were made le-
gal in Britain three decades ago, and 
only four years ago the age of con-
sent was lowered from 21 to 18. 

H o m e O f f i c e M i n i s t e r Paul 
Boateng said the bill was about 
"equality before the law, respect for 
vulnerability and trust." 
Source: Associated Press, March 3 

The Rice Student Volunteer Program met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• Rice Community Garden will have its groundbreaking ceremony 
March 19 at 4-6 p.m. with free food and music. The garden is 
located between Central Kitchen and Mudd Lab. The garden's first 
official work day is March 20. RSVP will be collecting used tools. 
For more information, contact Paula Wynn (pwynn@rice.edu) or 
Amanda Bamum (abarnum@rice.edu) 

• The Hollibrook Afterschool Owl Program needs a director. Contact 
Anna DiPerna (anna@rice.edu) if interested. 

Next meeting: Monday, March 15 at 9 p.m. in Miner Lounge in the 
Student Center. 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• Changeover is March 15 in Willy's Pub. There will be lots of free 
food from lots of restaurants. Come support your SA and join the fun. 

• The Spring Retreat is March 20. 
• The Rice Program Council proposed changing its constitution to no 

longer require college representatives into committer chair pdsitfons, 
to eliminatean obsolete committee and to add a Wair to two others. 

Next meeting: Mpnday, March 15 at 10 p.m. in Kelley Lounge in the 
Student Center. 

POLICE BLOTTER 
The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period Feb. 24-Mar. 1: 

Residential Colleges 
Lovett College 

Academic Buildings 

Anderson Hall 

Herzstein Hall 

Other Buildings 
Student Center 

Lovett Hall 

Autry Court 

Other Areas 
Laboratory Road 

Football Practice 
Field 

Entrance 12 

Feb. 28 Non-Rice subject stopped attempting 
to enter Lovett College Commons 
arrested for criminal trespass. 
Subject had mental disability and 
was released to the Salvation Army. 

Feb. 25 Concrete benches damaged. 

Feb. 25 Vandalism. 

Feb. 26 Scfulpture stolen. 

Feb. 27 Non-university subject observed 
running stop signs on campus. 
Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and transported to 
Harris County Jail. 

Feb. 28 Non-Rice subject arrested for public 
intoxication. Booked intocountyjail. 

Feb. 28 Non-Rice subject arrested on 
ou t s tand ing Bel la i re Pol ice 
Department warrants and released 
to Bellaire PD. 

Feb. 28 Fence knocked over. 

Feb. 28 Car broken into and items stolen. 

Erratum 

The elections pie chart on the front page of the Feb. 26 issue of the 
Thresher did not show the 3 percent of votes for candidates who 
received only one vote. The Thresher regrets the error. 

Give the G i f t 
o f L i fe 

A loving infertile couple is 

hoping to find a compassion 

ate woman to help us have a 

baby. W e are hoping for 

someone who is Caucasian 

with brown, reddish brown or 

dark blonde hair. Blue or hazel 

eyes. Height: 5'5" to 5'10". 

We 'd be delighted to find 

a w o m a n w i t h a s t rong 

scholastic background. 

Compensation $5,000 

Ride the Fast Track 
T h r o u g h E u r o p e 

& O P T I O N S 

(800) 886-9373 ext. 263 

Thank you for > our understanding 

& consideration. 

1 J CALL THE EURAIL EXPERTS. m EURAIL AND BRITRAIL 
ISSUED ON THE SPOT FROM 

AS LOW AS $ 2 3 3 . 

1 CONTACT US FOR GREAT 
INTERNATIONAL AND 
DOMESTIC AIRFARES. 

M WE'RE HERE FOR ALL 
YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS. 

kg 
Council Travel 
Council on International 
Educational Exchange 

University Center Room 32-D 
Univ. of Houston 
4800 Calhoun 
Houston,TX 77204 
Phone:713-743-2777 

w w w . c o u n c i l t r a v e l . c o m 

mailto:pwynn@rice.edu
mailto:abarnum@rice.edu
mailto:anna@rice.edu
http://www.counciltravel.com


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, MARCH 5,1999 

Language classes complicate distribution 
CURRICULUM, from Page 1 
build on experience rather than re-
ject it." 

"General education ought to of-
fer students more guidance," Ambler 
said. "We see value in a list [of re-
stricted distribution courses] in 
which students would be exposed to 
a broad field of knowledge." 

McKenny also suggested the fac-
ulty consider eliminating restricted 
distribution classes entirely while 
working to pare down the larger 
distribution list, or eliminating any 
distribution lists completely but still 
requiring a minimum number of 
courses from each group. 

The first straw poll vote, on of 
two, produced a narrow majority in 
favor of restricted distribution. The 
option garnered about twice as many 
votes as each of the other two op-
tions, but some doubts and ques-
tions about restricted distribution 
remain unresolved. 

German and Slavic Studies Pro-
fessor Ewa Thompson questioned 
the efficacy of requiring introduc-
tory classes in the hopes of making 
students well-rounded. "It is much 
better for the student to take narrow 
courses that allow for greater dis-
coveries and exposure to more meth-
odologies than a very superficial 
course that passes for a broad intro-
duction," she said. 

English Professor Alan Grob said 
creating only one large distribution 
list from which students would have 
to choose all their distribution classes 
could prevent some students from tak-
ing classes not deemed broad enough 
to make the list, such as painting or 
guitar lessons. "That's why Rice has 
electives," McKenny said. 

One thing most faculty members 
seemed to agree on was the need for 
a more discriminating process for 
choosing which courses would be 
designated distribution or restricted 
distribution. 

"A single distribution list tends 

to expand to something covering 
the entire curriculum," Ambler said. 

Despite the political difficulties in-
volved in designating one professor's 
class over another's, History Profes-
sor Thomas Haskell said, "I think the 
faculty will be profoundly negligent if 
it fails to [create a smaller list]." 

'It is much better for the 
student to take narrow 
courses that allow for 
greater discoveries and 
exposure to more 
methodologies than a 
very superficial course 
that passes for a broad 
introduction.' 

— Ewa Thompson 
German and Slavic Studies 

professor 

The other vote, on the UCC's 
proposal, showed a majority in favor 
of Alternative A. This alternative 
would keep the 12 semester hour 
per group requirement, count 200-
level and higher foreign language 
courses as Group I distribution and 
allow one course per group to be 
consumed by an interdepartmental 
course. Alternative B would decrease 
the group requirements to 9 semes-
ter hours each but would not allow 
any language classes to count to-
ward Group I distribution. 

The UCC proposal's stated goal 
was "to minimize the burden for stu-
dents who do not place out of foreign 
language requirements while retain-
ing the breadth that the humanities 
requirement is intended to give stu-

dents." 
One key point of the independent 

two-tiered proposal was that all stu-
dents, regardless of major, be re-
quired to satisfy restricted distribu-
tion in all groups. Currently, distri-
bution requirements vary from ma-
jor to major. For example, Group I 
majors have only to take restricted 
distribution in Group III, while mu-
sic majors have to take restricted 
distribution in all three groups. 

"The majors all have different 
requirements and we see no justifi-
cation for that," Ambler said. "We 
think everyone should be subjected 
to the same requirements." 

History Professor Carol Quillen 
said that besides creating equality, 
the change could enhance the diver-
sity of students in restricted distri-
bution courses and thus the quality 
of class discussions. 

"I think it hurts the students to 
only have, for example, science and 
engineering students in a humani-
ties distribution class," Quillen said. 
"Having a wider variety of majors 
would be beneficial. Having people 
from dif ferent academic back-
grounds would bring more view-
points and better discussion to the 
class," she said. 

McKenny said the vote was not 
binding and that all viewpoints ex-
pressed would be considered in draft-
ing a final proposal. "We'll have to 
seriously take into account the 
strong support of restricted distri-
bution but also the division of the 
faculty," he said. 

The final proposal is far from 
completion. McKenny said he is now 
less certain of what the final out-
come might be. "We expected a 
rather straightforward response to 
our proposal, and it turned out to be 
a much more complicated issue." 

Despite the complications, he 
says the committee still intends to 
bring a curriculum proposal to a vote 
before the end of the year. 

Looking for a place to relax 
with friends before classes 

start after 
Midterm Break? 

THE STUDENT CENTER WILL 

BE OPEN 6 P.M. TO MlDNITE 

NEXT SUNDAY, MARSH 14. 

THE COFFEE HOUSE AND SAMMY'S 

WILL BE OPEN FOR YOU TO GET SOME 

FOOD„ HANG OUTOR STUDY. 

Architects to reconceive 
residential quadrangle 
LANDSCAPE, from Page 1 
rons. Wiess College was not rep-
resented because its landscap-
ing needs will be addressed after 
its building is reconstructed. 

While some of the more ambi-
tious options mentioned in an e-
mail sent to the Sid listserv in-
clude "a water garden, or amphi-
theater or a human-sized chess 
set," students tended to voice 
more day-to-day concerns like 
"drainage and the ad hoc paths" 
in the quads. At the meeting, bike 
storage, outside patios and out-
side dining were also discussed. 

'When the new 
colleges come online, 
they're going to be 
very flashy, and we 
don it want the other 
colleges to feel left 
out.' 

— Robert Truscott 
Residential Colleges manager 

"Baker, for instance, wanted 
red trees or flowers or something, 
and the architects said that they 
think college colors could be in-
corporated," Baker junior and 
meeting representative Frankie 
Vasquez-Harris said. 

Improvements in tha residen-
tial quad will likely include better 
use of the its central grassy area. 
"The central quadrangle is a no-
man's land right now," Truscott 
said. "It has drainage problems, 
and the perimeter is well-lit, but 
not the interior." 

The study is now only in its 
early phases in which student 
input is being sought. While there 
was no strong reaction at the 
meetings, some had concerns 
about lack of green space, which 
might be solved by making the 
central quadrangle a place for 
"playing football or toss ing 
Frisbees." 

"We don't want anything to 
waste the green space," Vasquez-
Harris said. "All of us had con-
cerns, but Hanszen was a little 
different. Some of its concerns 
are going to be incorporated in 

the rebuilding of its commons 
and courtyard." 

This exploration of student 
opinion was part of the first of 
three visits by the landscape ar-
chitects of Sasaki and Associates. 

When they return to Rice at 
the end of March, speculative 
drawings based on what they find 
this time will be available for 
analysis and discussion. By their 
third visit at the end of April, 
plans for the proposed improve-
ments should be in place. 

The proposal would then en-
ter an administrative review over 
the summer. While Residential 
Colleges has no plans beyond 
that, construction would likely 
happen during summer months, 
possibly in 2000. 

Funding for the project would 
probably come out of the Resi-
dential Colleges operations bud-
get, the same money used for the 
maintenance and running of the 
colleges. 

"The problem is that exterior 
changes take away money from 
maintenance,"Truscott said. "Ob-
viously a broken water pipe is 
more important than landscap-
ing. We have to make sure we 
don't compromise anything in 
doing this." 

Spending money in the opera-
tions budget will not necessarily 
take money from college mainte-
nance and other capital improve-
ments, since the budget is not yet 
defined. 

'We don't want 
anything to waste the 
green space.' 

— Frankie Vasquez-Harris 
Baker College junior 

Truscott said he is optimistic 
about the success of this project, 
which originated in his office. He 
said he hopes it will give resi-
dents of existing colleges a sense 
of equity with the new colleges. 
"We're very serious about eq-
uity," Truscott said. "Perceived 
inequity is not a good deal." 

Comments, questions and con-
cerns can be directed to Truscott, 
who said that "there is no such 
thing as too much information 
when it comes to students." 

The best pizza in ta/\n ... Hcnest! 

UNIVERSITY AT GREENERIAR 

664-5700 

Bring this Ootgxxi 
fca: ourpick up special! 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/Qne Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 3/19/99. 
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Back to Earth: Newman presents Baker with flag 
by Laura Derr 

T H R E S H E R STAFF 

Last Sunday, NASAastronaut and 
Baker Col lege assoc ia te J im 
Newman presented Baker with the 
college flag that flew with him on his 
r ecen t 11-day space miss ion . 
Newman also spoke about his De-
cember trip to space during a video, 
slide, and question and answer pre-
sentation in the Baker Commons. 

"It was a real treat to get to fly 
something from Baker again," he 
said of the Baker-designed college 
flag. In his past two miss ions 
Newman carried a parchment signed 
by Baker students and a Baker crest 
in space. 

Newman's ties to Baker began 
when he earned his master's and 
doctorate degrees in physics at Rice 
in 1982 and 1984. "I was a Baker 
member as a grad student," he said. 
"They recruited me to play soccer." 

He tutored physics for a decade 
in the Baker Commons and his fa-
ther-in-law lived in East Hall, which 
became Baker College. As a Baker 
associate, flying items from the col-
lege into space seemed like "a natu-
ral thing to do," Newman said. 

Newman served as a mission spe-
cialist and did three space walks on 
this first flight to assemble the Inter-
national Space Station. "I was the 
computer guy and backup arm op-
erator," he said. 

Crew members attached two 
modules, bringing together Russian 
and American hardware to begin the 
process of building the space sta-
tion. 

Laboratory, habitation and other 
modules will be added to the space 
station in upcoming missions. When 
construction is completed, the space 
will be as large as a football field and 
might be visible during the day, 
Newman said. 

"The hope is once we get through 
the middle years, we'll get a working 
international lab with publication-
quality research," he said. 

Newman said he and crew also 
participated in physiological experi-
ments and photographed the earth 
for future study. 

Though "people in space are 
working very hard," they take every 
chance to enjoy the view, Newman 
said. "You're a kid in a candy shop 
with your nose pressed against the 
window." 

The mission was the first flight 
with true e-mail access on board, 
Newman said. "I sent e-mail to Baker 
College from space," he said. 

Another aspect that made this dif-
ferent from previous missions was 
the collaboration between the United 
States and Russia, Newman said. 
"We're slowly breaking down walls 
and barriers. We can learn some 
things from the Russians, and they 
can definitely learn things fromus," 

I 

NASA Astronaut and Baker College associate Jim Newman holds one of the hand rails on the Unity connecting module during his Dec. 7 spacewalk. 
COURTESY NASA 

he said. 
Newman also spoke about the 

training involved in preparing for 
the flight. He participated in com-
puter simulations, underwater train-
ing and practice jet flights. 

"Attitude is important," he said. 
"The first time you go into space is 
totally different than anythingyou've 
ever done before. 

"The sensation of the whole thing 
lifting off is just very impressive. 
[It's] the ride of your life," he said. 

Newman also discussed his 
thoughts about the importance of 
the space program. "Great countries 
do great things," he said. "What pyra-
mids are we building now that our 
country will look back on and say 
we're proud of?" 

He said he hopes space explora-
tion will be one such source of pride 
in the future. 

Newman's presentation and vi-
sion was well-received by many at-
tending students. 

"It was awesome," Baker fresh-
man Sanford Holmes said. "He re-
ally inspired me because I want to 
become an astronaut, too. I'm really 
proud that Baker has something to 
do with this." 

Lis Wise, a Baker freshman, said 
she stayed an hour and a half longer 
than she had planned. "It was a lot 

more interesting than working on 
my homework," she said. 

Baker junior Philip Blaiklock 
agreed that the space program is a 
worthwhile endeavor. He said that 
even if practical applications of the 
program may not pan out, "just the 
knowledge itself is invaluable. Failed 
or not, even in the process we learn 
things which we may find useful in 
the future." 

Newman also stressed there is 
a strong contingent of Rice gradu-
ates at NASA He said his'education 
has helped him his entire profes-
sional career and that he considers 
himself a walking advertisement for 
Rice. 

"I think Rice provides an extraor-
dinary opportuni ty to learn," 
Newman said. 

It took Newman six years after 
his first interview to be accepted 
into the astronaut program. His ad-
vice to aspiring astronauts? "Perse-
verance can pay off," he said. 

Newman said his goal now is ei-
ther to continue helping assemble 
the space station or to go into space 
for a long-duration mission. 

Baker President Matt Mendenhall 
said the college plans to have the 
space-flown Baker flag framed and 
hung in a prominent place in the 
commons. 

JOHNNY SO/THRESHER 

Above: Baker College Master Arthur Few holds the Baker flag taken into 
space by Baker associate and NASA Astronaut Jim Newman. It will be framed 
and displayed in the Baker Commons. 
Below, right: James H. Newman, mission specialist. 
Below, left: Newman (left) and fellow mission specialist Sergei Krikalev are in 
communication with ground controllers while working aboard the Zarya 
component of the International Space Station Dec. 11. Zarya, which means 
"sunrise," Is the module designed to provide the station's initial propulsion 
and power. 

COURTESY NASA COURTESY NASA 
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I 
THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
MARCH 18, 1999. 

E D I T 0 R s 

picks 

S a t u r d a y 

\ 

i 
f 

THE MURMURS 

The super-energetic duo of 

Heather Grody and Leisha 

Hailey, showing off their 

new album Blender, bring 

their heady blend of dyke 

rock and bubble-gum pop to 

Houston. And no, they're not 

just k.d. lang's girlfriend's 

band. 

Instant Karma. 1617 

Richmond. Call (713) 528-

3545 for more information. 

o n g o i n g 

I 

'ACCIDENTAL 
DEATH OF AN 

ANARCHIST 

The Main Street Theater 

presents one of the first 

productions of a Dario Fo 

play since the Italian 

playwright garnered the 

Nobel Prize for Literature 

in 199V Telling the story 

\ of an anarchist who falls 

I to his death, the play is 

* a biting political satire 

j exploring the dangers of 

J the abuse of power. 

( Through April 3. Main 

Street Theater, 2540 

Times Blvd. Tickets $13-

) ,$18. Call (713) 524-7606 

for more information. 

\ 

i 

o n g o i n g 

(HEDDA 
GABLER' 

^The Alley Theatre presents 

a new version of Henrik 

Ibsen's classic play about 

a newly married woman 

who, out of boredom, tries 

to control the lives of 

those around her. The 

production features a new 

adaptation of the script by 

screenwriter Christopher 

Hampton (Total Eclipse, Les 

Liaisons Dangereuses). 

Through March 20. Alley 

Theater, 615 Texas Ave. 

Tickets $19-$33. Call 

(713) 228-8421 for 

more information.', 

MI AMU'A' 

Willis amuses with 
special brand of rock 
Matt Mitchell 
FOR THE THRESHER 

If you haven't listened to Wesley 
Willis' music, nothing that happened 
at his show at Rudyard's Saturday 
would have seemed anything less 
than bizarre. If you have listened to 
his music, well, it probably would 
have still seemed bizarre, 

Willis, perhaps intentionally,* but 
more likely not, exudes s trangeness 
even more in person than he does 
through his recordings. For me, a 
fan of his special brand of camel-ass-
whooping-rock-and-roll-art-joyride 
music, seeing him live was a dream 
come true. 

wesley willis 

Rating: * * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Rudyard's 

Saturday, Feb. 27 

MARISA LEVY/THRESHER 

Schizophrenic singer and song writer Wesley Willis tries to keep his 
"demons" away by listening to his CD player at Rudyards Saturday night. 

Wesley Willis is one of those art-
ists who has a definite mystique. He 
is at least 6-feet-6 tall and seems to 
weigh nearly a quarter ton. 

Even at his concerts, he always 
has a pair of headphones around his 
neck, attached to his portable CD 
player. Listening to and creating 
music helps keep his "demons" away 
— Willis is a clinically diagnosed 
schizophrenic. 

His songs all follow the same pat-
tern and are about the same things: 
riding Chicago city buses, rock mu-

sic in general, particular rock musi-
cians, performing explicit acts on 
animals, getting shot or killed, or 
kissing his producers ' asses. 

The background music sounds 
like it was generated by one of those 
little Casio keyboards from when I 
was a kid — the kind that had the 
cool "demo song" in it. That 's be-
cause it is. 

Why, you ask, would anyone lis-
ten to this music? Because it's damn 
funny. Most of the crowd at the show 
were laughing hysterically at his 
demented lyrics, and, although I al-
most felt guilty about doing so in my 
seat about 10 feet from the man, I 
couldn't help myself. 

Brown Whornet was the perfect 
opening band. T h e group ripped 
th rough some Butthole Surfers-
esque numbers, complete with ri-
diculous rock-star posturing and 
tongue planted firmly in cheek. 

At this point, Willis was sitting 
out in the crowd, selling his CDs, 
signing autographs and chatting with 
the club's patrons. 

Brown Whornet left the stage, 
and its fairly substantial amount of 
gear was replaced with a chair and a 
keyboard. The legend then took the 
stage. 

Sitting on a metal chair nearly 
absorbed by his massive body, Willis 
provided the crowd with a one-man 
show. The "rock jam session" more 
closely resembled a poetry reading 
than a concert. Willis leafed through 

See SCHIZOPHRENIC, Page 10 

DANGEROUS LE ASS HOLES 

Stodgy script and lame soundtrack kill 'Cruel' 
William Li 
THRESHER STAFF 

Cruel Intentions is an adaptation of Pierre 
Laclos's 1782 novel Les Liaisons Dangereuses. I 
liked both previous adaptations of the story, the 
1959 French-language version and the 1988 Dan-
gerous Liaisons, and I wanted very much to like 
this version as well. Insofar as the quality of the 
adaptation goes, the complex but remarkably 
uncomplicated tale of sexual flirtation turned evil 
is kept intact, as are all of the characters. 

'cruel intentions' 

Rating: * * 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

Currently in theaters. 

The only change is the setting. Rather than a 
French 18th-century costume drama, Cruel In-
tentions is a costume drama set in contemporary 
times and features the bored but fabulous upper-
crust social circles of New York City. In my 
opinion, this is an immense improvement: The 
men wear Armani instead of knickers, and the 
women still wear bustiers. 

Therefore, I was extremely disappointed by 
three elements of the movie that are so awful that 
they really ruin the whole production: the ending, 
the dialogue and the soundtrack. 

First, the flashback montage ending is abso-
lutely unforgivable. Unless the effect that you are 
going for is "Hey, with a little heart and a lot of 
hard work, this unlikely crew has a chance of 
becoming winners," the montage is an extremely 
poor choice for a filmmaker to use. This is espe-
cially true when used as a denouement and, in the 
specific case of Cruel Intentions, totally unneces-

sary. 
What makes me particularly an-

gry is the assumption that the audi-
ence is stupid. When at the end of a 
movie, the "survivor" of the big con-
flict is driving a really cool car toward 
the sunset, everybody knows the 
character is reflecting on past events 
and that we should too as we drive 
home. There is no need to instruct us 
as to which events were important by 
showing flashbacks. Flashbacks are 
reserved for television shows \vith 

"special two-part episodes." 
Second, the dialogue is incredibly poorly writ-

ten. All of the lines are completely obvious and 
over the top. It's as if the writers assumed that 
each character was to have one and only one 
personality trait. 

Third, the poor dialogue is emphasized by the 
worst incidental scoring I've ever heard in a movie. 
With an insipid violin screech congratulating the 
script at every "clever" line, there were points 
during the movie when I thought I was watching 
a remake of Clue. The soundtrack is also quite 
poor. If you've never heard a bad performance of 
Beethoven's 9th Symphony's "Ode to Joy," then 
you have yet to hear the Hungarian Philharmonic's 
rendition. This soundtrack also features the 
Verve's unimaginative bubble-gum pop hit "Bit-
tersweet Symphony," itself a ripoff of Edvard 
Grieg's "In the Hall of the Mountain King." 

The shortcomings of Cruel Intentions are truly 
regrettable because so much about the film is 

outstanding. Most notably, every player in the 
cast turns in an extremely strong performance. 
Considering the dialogue, this is nothing short of 
heroic. I suppose this is a testament to the rising 

It's as if the writers 
ASSUMED that each 
character was to have 
ONE and only one 
personality trait. 
tide of young stars featured in this movie. This 
includes Sarah Michelle Gellar from "Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer" as Kathryn, manipulative bitch 
extraordinaire, and I Know What You Did Last 
Summer's Ryan Phillippe as Sebastian Valmont, 
the charming scoundrel. 

See LIAISONS, Page 11 

C\ r MELISSA MOSELEY/COLUMBIA PICTURES 

Kathryn (Sarah Michelle Gellar) and Sebastian (Ryan Phillippe) plot their evil seductions In Cruel Intentions. 
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SOT I nr. SAM() SAMO 

MFAH, CAM explore cutting-edge art 
Louren Reed 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The walls of the rooms of my 
father's law office are not bare. In 
the reception area, there are two 
mixed media works. In the confer-
ence room, there is a print of the 
Jean-Francois Millet painting The 
Man with a Hoe. Down the long 
hallway, there are framed Japanese, 
prints of birds. And in the bathrooms, 
there are small watercolor beach 
scenes. But the prized work is in my 
father's office, a portrait of him made 
by my brother, showing my father 
hard at work. 

True, at Christie's, the crayon-
on-paper work probably wouldn't 
fetch a high price, or any price for 
that matter. But to my father, it is 
priceless. It is framed nicely and 
hung on the wall in such a way that 
whenever he pauses from his law-
yerly stuff, he can look up, see his 
son's masterpiece and continue on 
with a smile on his face. I think this 
certainly helps promote a happier 
work environment. I must not be the 
only one. 

One of the newestexhibit ions in 
town is "Art at Work: Forty Years of 

The Chase Manhattan Collection," 
running concurrently at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston and the Con-
temporary Arts Museum. This ex-
hibit showcases some of the best 
pieces from the private corporate 
collection of Chase Manhattan Bank, 
which totals more than 17,000 works 
in all. 

'art at work: 40 
years of the chase 
manhattan 
collection' 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
and the 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

Through May 2. MFAH portion 
$3 general, $1.50 students; 

CAM portion free. 
For more information, call 

(713) 639-7300 (MFAH) or 
(713) 284-8250 (CAM). 

F o u n d e d in 1959 by David 
Rockefeller, then president of Chase, 
the collection has become a model 
for art-collecting corporations world-

A joint exhibit of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston and the Contemporary 
Arts Museum, "Art at Work: Forty 
Years of the Chase Manhattan 
Collection," features prominent 
works from this half-century's most 
Important artists. 
Above: One oil palntstick piece from 
Jean-Michel Basquiat's 1982 series 
Six Icons. 
Right: Bruce Mauman's 1986 neon-
light sculpture flashes the words of 
Its title, Read Reap. 
Below: Detail of Sam Francis' 1959 
oil painting Untitled. 

wide. The collection was created "in 
an effort to adorn and enliven the 
interior of [their] International Style 
h e a d q u a r t e r s on Wall S t ree t , " 
Rockefeller said. The works are not 
merely investments but actually 
decorate Chase branches and offices 
around the world. * 

The exhibit in Houston begins 
chronologically at the MFAH, with 
works from 1959 to 1980. It includes 
some of the works acquired for the 
midtown New York headquarters of 
the company. 

One of the more in teres t ing 
works in this part of the exhibit in-
clude 1979's Ladder Drawingby Vito 
Acconci, which is, rather than an 
actual drawing, 15 aluminum lad-
ders attached to a wall. 

Another personal favorite was 
Joan Mitchell's 1959 gestural oil on 
canvas work, Slate. Other notable 
works are Donald Judd's 1972 Un-
titled and Dan Flavin's 1967 Monu-
ment for V Tatlin #43, which help to 
round out the range of artistic medi-
ums on display .The exhibit contin-
ues across the street at the CAM. 
This part of the collection focuses 
on art from the last two decades and 
on artists whose works matured 
during the 1980s and 1990s. 

As you enter the room, Nam June 
Paik's 1985 video installation Video 
Flag Y immediately grabs your at-
tention. It consists of 84 television 
monitors that flash colors and pat-
terns at the viewer. The screens are 
placed to form a larger image of an 
American flag. 

Hanging nearby is the work used 
in much of the publicity for the show, 
Tony Cragg's 1980 work of found 
objects and painted wood, entitled 
Palette. My favorite work in this part 

Innovative and intriguing, the art of 
the Chase Manhattan Collection was 
originally intended to decorate 
Chase Bank branches and offices. 
Above: Joan Mitchell's enigmatically 
abstract 1959 gestural oil painting 
Slate. 
Left: Detail of Chuck Close's Phil/ 
Fingerprint, a portrait composed 
entirely of thumbprints. 
Below: Nam June Paik's Video Flag 
Y. incorporating televisions, video 
disc players, eight electric fans and 
a plastic frame, at some times 
resembles the American flag. 

jfrftvwi iVniYw.ifi <» 

of the show was Chuck Close's enor-
mous portrait Phil/Fingerprint from 
1980. The work is a massive head of 
a man with wild hair and a vacant 
gaze, made using stamp-pad ink on 
paper. After studying Close's work 
in class last year, I found it very 
thrilling to actually see one of his 
works up close. 

The person I went to the exhibit 
with said she merely wanted to see a 
painting by the famous graffiti artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat. You can imag-
ine her glee when she found not one 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY CHASE MANHATTAN COLLECTION 

- " w * 

but six Basquiat paintings to admire: 
the Six Icons from 1982, all of them 
brightly colored oil paintstick works 
on paper. 

Overall, I would have to say, the 
works at the CAM were far more 
interesting to me than the works at 
the MFAH. Perhaps this is because 
1 had studied the artists more re-
cently. 

But maybe it is because I had not 
had the opportunity to see any of 
their works in person, whereas 
works by many of the artists repre-
sented in the MFAH portion of the 
exhibit can also be seen any time at 
the Menil Collection. Another plus 
is that the art at the CAM takes up 
the entire main-level gallery and al-
lows for more quiet contemplation, 
without the hordes of schoolchil-
dren forever tramping through the 
MFAH. The CAM's large space also 
allows for more works. 

The two halves of the show also 
differ in price. The MFAH part will 
cost adults $3 and students $1.50. 
Hie CAM part won't cost you a dime. 
So my sugges t ion to you, the 

Thresher-reading, art-viewing poor 
college student, is to go see the art at 
the CAM any day (except Monday) 
and the art at the MFAH Thursdays, 
when it is free. 

But whe the r you care about 
money or not, you should definitely 
see this show. In Rockefel ler ' s 
words, "I believe that our early ex-
ample has encouraged other corpo-
rations to embrace the idea of beau-
tifying the workplace, while also pro-
viding much needed corporate sup-
port of the arts." 

Perhaps viewing this exhibit will 
inspire you to start your own corpo-
rate collection after you graduate, 
enter corporate America and start 
your first company. 

And be it an assortment <>l post-
ers, childhood scribblings and works 
by unknown local artists, or a care-
fully compiled anthology of art from 
major movements of the late 20t.li 
century, be sure to collect art that 
appeals to you and not just art whose 
price tag is sure to grow. Trust me, 
the emotional value is better. Just 
ask my dad. 
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k'KillT TO THE ROOT 

Roots get serious 
on newest release 
Matthew Chrisman 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Roots originated at the 
School for the Creative and Per-
forming Arts in Philadelphia, put-
ting that city on the underground 
hip-hop map. Last week, this 
group released its much-awaited 
third album, Things Fall Apart. 
And it was worth the wait. 

'things fall 
apar t' 

The Roots 
Rating: * * * 1 /2 

(out of five) 

Combining the lyrical rap-
ping and interesting beats that 
helped this group grow from one 
of the most under-recognized 
hip-hop groups to a semi-com-
mercial success, the Roots are 
back in full effect. 

In addition, though, they have 
broadened their horizons by col-
laborating with many of the most 
interesting up-and-coming art-
ists in the hip-hop and R&B 
scene — most notably, Mos Def 
from Blackstar on the song 
"Double Trouble" and Erykah 
Badu on "You Got Me." 

Unlike many hip-hop albums 
coming out these days, this is 
not an album rushed out with a 
few good tracks and a lot of 
trash as filler. 

The Roots recorded slowly, 
over the course of a year, and it 
shows. The album is 18 tracks 
long (including a hidden and 
very funny bonus track), and 
every one of the songs is quality 
rapping even as the Roots ex-
plore what it means to rap. 

"100% Dundee," by far my 
favorite t rack, convincingly 
mixes a central performance 
from Black Thought with Malik 
B's rapping while Rahzel plays 
both the bass and drums. In 
addition, this song mixes a lot 
of the sounds and ideas that 
flowed through the group's past 
two albums with some of the 
new direct ions their music 
seems to be going. 

For those of you who don't 
know the Roots, their biggest 
gimmick is Scratch, an artist 
who can scratch without turn-

tables—with just a microphone. 
If Scratch were the center of 
the group, it would lack musical 
quality, but the Roots use him 
well to add an interesting and 
amazing effect to some of the 
tracks. He shows up on "3rd 
Acts: ? vs. Scratc,h 2 ... Electric 
Boogaloo" and on the secret 
bonus track. 

The album ends with a very 
compell ing, serious spoken-
word piece by Philadelphia poet 
Ursula Rucker called "The Re-
turn to Innocence Lost." With 
this album, more than any other, 
the Roots have asked us to 
judge them and the genre of hip-
hop as serious artistic expres-
sion. 

They address the question of 
why there seem to be more white 
people at their concerts than 
black people. They progress 
through a series of songs each 
exploring a different side of the 
multifaceted medium of hip-hop. 

This is not an 
album RUSHED 
out with a few 
good tracks and 
a l o t of TRASH a s 
filler 

Words are sometimes used 
for their syntactic meaning, 
sometimes for the sonic quality 
and often simply for a rhyme. 
Instrumental vary from their 
original upright bass, grand pi-
ano and drums to a rap over the 
cello by Diedre Murray. 

And the Roots are most bril-
liant when as many of these as 
possible are used in combina-
tion. 

Some songs are much more 
musical than others and have 
beats that might even be com-
pared to those of jungle DJs. 
Other songs, however, have a 
very lyrical quality, and by put-
ting the piece by Rucker at the 
end of the album, the Roots are 
asking us to compare their rap-
ping to poetry. With Things Fall 
Apart, they have produced an 
album worthy of serious artistic 
regard. 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 3 . 7 7 7 0 

O n e Medium 

One-Topping Pizza 

| Offer valid with coupon onlv. Pricos nuy vary. C u s t o m e r pays sales I 

^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value l/2()<I J 

I One Large 

j One-Topping Pizza 

| &r 2 Drinks 
j Offyr valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales 

u x where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/2()<t 

$ 7 3 8 
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Willis satisfies with eccentric tunes 
SCHIZOPHRENIC, from Page 8 
his notebooks of songs (which bear 
titles like "Wesley Willis and the 
Dragnews: Lethal Injection Death 
Chamber"), briefly introduced each 
one ("This next song is called Taste 
a Bull Terrier's Ass'"), then started 
up his keyboard's sequencer. 

And, true to his style, all of the 
songs had basically the same back-
ground music. One twist: Instead of 
the familiar "Rock over London, rock 
on Chicago!" closing line, we got 
"Rock over London, rock on Hous-
ton, Texas!" What more could you 
ask for? 

For me, a fan of 
his special brand 
Of CAMEL-ASS-
WHOOPING-ROCK-
AND-ROLL-ART-
JOYRIDE music, 
seeing him live 
was a dream 
come true. 

Willis also lived up to another 
part of his mystique. Before begin-
ning his final song, the classic "I 
Whooped Batman's Ass," the man-

mountain invited fans up on stage to 
partake of that most sacred of Wesley 
Willis traditions: the head-butt. 

The man basically grabs the back 
of your head, bends you over, then 
smashes his forehead into yours 
while asking you to say things 
("rock" and "roll"). I personally par-
ticipated in about 20 such head-butts, 
and once he has you in his grip, you 
aren't going anywhere until he is 
done with you. I still have a bump on 
my forehead. 

It was a good show, despite a lot 
of repetition in song subjects. We 
did not really need to hear 12 differ-
ent variations on sucking/licking/ 
tasting a pit buH's/camel's/leopard's 
dick/ass/whatever. 

Also, the songs' bridges, which 
are about a minute and a half long in 
his recorded songs, seemed quite a 
bit longer live. After the 10th time I 
heard the same little synthesizer riff, 
it started to get a little old. By the 
time the concert was over, I was 
ready to leave. (And not just be-
cause my forehead hurt.) 

The most depressing aspect of 
the show was the behavior of some 
of the fans. "By the end of Willis' set, 
it seemed like they thought this was 
more a freak show than a serious 
rock concert. They heckled Willis 
while he and I were head-butting 
and deluged him with requests for 
songs that he had no intention of 

playing. 
Although it was funny, they 

weren't giving him any of the re-
spect a musician like Willis deserves. 
Besides, the man is crazy — certifi-
ably schizophrenic. He had two 
bottles of pills on his person as he 
went onto the stage. 

The man basically 
grabs the back of 
your HEAD, bends 
you over, then 
SMASHES h i s 
forehead into 
yours 

Not only is it not nice to heckle 
the insane, but it's also not smart, 
especially when they weigh at least 
350 pounds. 

But Willis, despite his strong lan-
guage, appears to be a gentle giant, 
and although his show whipped a 
camel's ass with a belt, it seems he 
would never do the same to his de-
tractors. 

To borrow the words of the artist 
himself, they tried to shoot his jam 
session down, but he didn't let them 
interfere with his rock harmony joy-
ride. Rock on, Wesley. 

A Real-World Medical School 

Real Life's Needs, 

"Preparing our 
students for a new health 

care delivery system is what w e 

do best at Texas Tech 
Medical Center. 
How treatment is delivered must 

be re-examined regularly. We take 

a n e w look at old methods on a 

daily basis. This is the best way to 

prepare our students for 

tomorrow's challenges. 
There's a g r e a t n e S S waiting 

for you at Texas Tech Medical 

Center. Grab it now!" 

Joel K u p e r s m i L h , M.I) . 

Dean, . j ' exas Tech Schoo l of M e d i c i n e 

TEXAS TECH 
MEDICAL CENTER 
A M A R U . l . O El . P A S O L U B B O C K O D E S S A 

-upr. C ' a i i - ruy . 

o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n reeard in i ' , t h e lex . is let h M e d i c ,il ( ' .enter a n d t h e S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e 

( all I I T U ')(><)( .ARI or visit o u r w e b s i t e at w w w t t u h s c . e d u 
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W r i t e f o r A & E 

See free movies. 

Get f ree CDs. 

Questions? 
thresher© 

LIAISON, from Page 8 
The sexual tension between 

Kathryn and Sebastian is hot, 
cruel, tender and creepy all at 
once. Overall, the subtext is su-
percharged with a vast and subtle 
range of emotions. 

As a milestone of the times, 
the cast also includes Josh Jack-
son ("Dawson's Creek"), Selma 
Blair ( "Zoe, Duncan, Jack & 
Jane") , Reese Whi therspoon 
(Pleasantville) and Sean Patrick 

'Cruel' showcases new wave of young actors 
Thomas (Can't Hardly Wait). It is 
encouraging to see a new genera-
t ion of young actors beginning to 
emerge and take on more chal-
lenging roles. It is no doubt some-
what gratifying for the actors to 
have these opportunities as well. 

For example, Jackson plays a 
flamboyantly gay pot dealer who 
seduces the local football stud. 
This is a far cry from his squeaky 
clean role in The Mighty Ducks 
trilogy. 

By and large, this has been 
something that has been handled 
poorly over the last 10 years, 
resulting in such abhorrences as 
Keanu Reeves and Laura Flynn 
Boyle. 

If you haven't seen Dangerous 
Liaisons (which, by the way, fea-
tures a naked Uma Thurman, if 
that gives you some incentive to 
rent it) and are still wondering 
what Cruel Intentions is about 
and whether or not to go see it, 

let me answer both of those ques-
tions for you. The opening shot of 
the fi lm features a long-take 
flyover of a graveyard by the Long 
Island Expressway. This is to let 
us know that the film is about the 
transience of life and that all 
worldly pursuits are in vain. Hav-
ing said all that, Cruel Intentions 
is worth the price of a t icket , if 
only to see the hot neo-lesbian 
French kiss between Gellar and 
Blair on the big screen. 

WINGS. 

• <•••••- >Y-

The Air Zoom Flex performance skate is designed specifically for women. It features an anatomically correct socklmer for support and a lower cuff to tit a woman's 

lower and larger calf muscle. Combined with our unique ForeFlex System, the Air Zoom Flex lets you lower your center of gravity and improves your balance. Better 

balance gives yowa more powerful stride, which increases your speed. More speed increases the wind in your hair, which in turn. . . you get the idea. 
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Chris Baskin 

-THRESHER SPORTS/commentary — 

Even athletes have to 
play the game of life 

Profess ional a th le tes a re people too. It s e e m s like 
such a s imple s t a t emen t , bu t of ten we forge t it 's t rue . 
W e fo rge t that t h o s e individuals who lead "our" t e a m s 
to victory, w h o ge t paid to play the g a m e s we pay to 
watch , a re jus t tha t — individuals. 

As ha rd as it may be to believe, 
they have the s a m e stuff inside 
t h e m that we do — that s a m e stuff 
that m a k e s u s cry at a movie, that 
m a k e s u s scared of the dark , that 
m a k e s u s want to s leep in when 
the alarm g o e s off in the morning. 

'["heirs is not s u p e r h u m a n DNA. 
T h e y were built f rom the s a m e 
mortal copkbook that gave us our 

b rea th and are suscept ible to the 
s a m e evils, mis fo r tunes and twists 
of fate that cont inue to take it away. And somet imes , 
t imes like these , we are r eminded that these people so 
b lessed with seemingly bound less physical talent and 
ability aren ' t given a "bye" to the finals of the tourna-
ment of life. T h e y have to play their way th rough the 
b racke t s just like everyone else. 

Go ahead and ask Kim Perrot. if life is fair. Jus t two 
weeks ago, the Houston C o m e t h point gua rd was h e r e 
at Rice. Coming off ano the r stellar season with the 
WNBA champs , s h e c a m e to speak about the impor-
tance of women in sports , about how their d r eams , just 
like hers , could indeed c o m e true. She appeared to be 
a pillar of s t rength , heal th and bodily harmony. But 
what the hund reds , maybe thousands , of wide-eyed 
girls packing the b leachers at Autry Court did not 
expect , could not possibly imagine, was that the 
woman s tanding before t hem was truly fighting, not 
only for the words that might inspire them, but for an 
even more important cause — he r life. 

Kim Per ro t spoke at Rice with a golf ball-sized 
t u m o r g rowing inside h e r brain, the resul t of cancer 
that had spread f rom he r lungs to h e r b reas t and 
con t inued upward . She knew that the next day she 
would a n n o u n c e to the public that the th is deadly 
d i sease was waging its war inside h e r and that it was 
a war s h e w a s d e t e r m i n e d to win. But that day, for the 
last time, s h e kept the n e w s to herself . 

Unfortunately, Kim Perrot is not the only star 
athlete to be recently se t back by life-threatening 
illness. Jus t days before h e r announcemen t , news from 
(he baseball world b rough t similar bad tidings. Andres 
Galarraga, the "Big Cat" and all-star first baseman , 

would be miss ing all of next season after a cance rous 
tumor was detected in his back. Galarraga, who 
s t ruggled against mediocrity at the beginning,of his 
ca reer in Montreal , had in the past few seasons , as a 
Colorado Rocky and then as an Atlanta Brave, become 
one of the most feared h i t te rs in all of baseball . But his 
World Ser ies d r e a m s would have to wait ano the r year. 

And while cance r t h r ea t ens both Galar raga and 
Per ro t in the p r ime of the i r ca ree r s , a n o t h e r a thlete 
bat t les a deadly d i sease a little m o r e than a decade 
af ter his. Wal ter Payton, the Chicago Bears ' Hall of 
F a m e r u n n i n g back and football 's all-time leading 
r u s h e r , announced a mon th ago that wi thout a life-
saving liver t ransplant h e would mos t likely die within 
a year. T o see the shr iveled body of "Swee tness" at 
his p r e s s con fe r ence sen t a chill down the sp ine of 
spor t s fans eve rywhere . But Wal ter was not ask ing for 
any preferent ia l t r ea tment b e c a u s e of his s tar s ta tus . 
He was just a sk ing for people to pray for h im as h e 
waits in line for the liver to b e c o m e available that * 
might save his life. 

Profess ional a th le tes indeed are no different than 
you or I. Sure , they may m a k e m o r e money . T h e y 
may be in be t te r shape . T h e y may be on TV and in 
magaz ines and have their own sect ion of the paper . 
But they are not immortal . I l lness and t ragedy are 
equal-opportuni ty des t royers . Paul Azinger and Mario 
I^emieux learned that as they batt led t h r o u g h cancer 
to play the g a m e s that gave t hem fame. I l lness was 
s t rong e n o u g h to knock Ix>u G e h r i g f rom his Iron 
Horse and Magic Johnson off his h igh one. And while 
Mo-Jo learned that you can't ou t run t ragedy, Mike 
Utley con t inues t ake tiny s teps in def iance of his. 

It s h o c k s us all to see our h e r o e s weak and 
vulnerable, unable to hold back the tears that human 
life's cruel a m b u s h e s can bring, and that is why we 
should support t hem even more — not because they 
are so much different than you or I, but because they 
are so much the same. For all our m o t h e r s and fathers, 
s is ters and bro thers , aun ts and uncles, f r iends and 
even enemies — anyone whrtm we may know who has 
suffered for merely be ing human — let us pause for a 
momen t and give thanks for the heal th that we have. It 
is our g rea tes t gift and it doesn' t last forever. 

Chris Baskin is a Sid Richardson College junior. 

SONJA GEE/THRESHER 

Senior swimmer Robin Davidson takes a break during practice Wednesday. Davidson, the team's only senior, led the Owls to a third-
place finish at the WAC Championship meet Feb. 25-27 and qualified for the NCAA Championships and U.S. Olympic Trials. 

Swimmers close out season with a splash 
Boyd tabbed Coach of the Year as Owls set school records, place third at WAC 

by Jason G e r s h m a n 
T H R K S H K K S T A F F 

Eight m o n t h s ago, the Rice swim-
ming p r o g r a m looked to be f lounder ing 
after a controversial coaching change 
and an alleged player mutiny. But last 
week, the women ' s t eam put the Owls, 
and especially new Head Coach Doug 
Boyd, near the top of the Wes te rn Ath-
letic Conference . 

At the WAC W o m e n ' s Swimming and 
Diving Championships in Oklahoma City 
Feb. 25-27, the Owls scored 289 points to 
finish third. Southern Methodis t Uni-
versity, ranked No. 4 nationally, won the 
championsh ip with 589.50 points, and 
Br igham Young University took the sil-
ver with 336.50. Rice out-swam BYU by 
70 points, but the Couga r s m a d e u p 158 
points in diving, an event in which Rice 
does not compete . Colorado State Uni-
versity finished a c lose fourth with 285 
points. 

To top it all off, Boyd, who replaced 
longt ime coach Kris Wingenro th at the 
beginning of the year , was named the 
WAC Coach of the Year for turn ing the 
team around. 

T h e impressive Rice pe r fo rmances 

inc luded five s c h o o l r e c o r d s . Robin 
Davidson, the only sen ior on the team, 
demol i shed h e r own school record in 
the 100-yard b reas t s t roke by a lmost 2 
s e c o n d s in the prel iminary r o u n d s and 

'Our success was due to 
our trust in our coach and 
then trust in ourselves. 
Our new style of training 
... has allowed us to feed 
off the excitement from 
one person to another.' 

— Robin Davidson 
Senior swimmer 

f inished fifth overall with a t ime of 1 
minute, 3.70 s e c o n d s in the final. Her 
t ime provisionally qualified he r for the 
NCAA Championsh ips March 18-20 and 
entitled h e r a spot in the U.S. Olympic 

Trials m e e t next year . 
"I wanted to finish on a good note," 

Davidson said about h e r final Rice ap-
pearance . "It w a s a s u p e r t eam effort, 
and tha t ' s wha t gave us the s u c c e s s we 
had." 

Not to be o u t d o n e by the upperclass-
men, the y o u n g e r Owls had a phenom-
enal w e e k e n d at the mee t . F r e s h m a n 
Beth Will iams se t h e r first school record, 
f in ishing third in the 200-yard breast-
s t roke with a t ime of 2:19.26. T h e all-
f r e s h m a n 800-yard f rees ty le relay team 
of Katie Scholl, Katie H e r m a n n , April 
Mart in and Rachel A r m s t r o n g took sec-
ond place with a school- record t ime of 
7:31.30. 

But the f r e s h m e n said se t t ing records 
was not the i r u l t imate goal, just a resul t 
of hard work. 

"We didn ' t expec t second because 
the 800 is jus t a ha rd race," Arms t rong 

' said. "I was exci ted b e c a u s e I knew I was 
within a second of the record previously. 
I was jus t exci ted to m a k e finals to get 
points to bea t Colorado State." 

T h e res t of the Owls said see ing their 
t e a m m a t e s p e r f o r m so well motivated 
t hem to do the s ame . 

See SWIMMING, Page 19 

Women's distance medley wins national title 
by Alex Higbee 

T H R E S H K R STAFF 

W h e n the men ' s and women ' s t rack 
t eams split up to a t tend different mee t s 
last weekend , little did they know that 
their resu l t s would be equally divided 
along g e n d e r lines. 

C o m p e t i n g at t h e USA T r a c k and 
Field Indoor C h a m p i o n s h i p s in Atlanta 
Friday, the w o m e n ' s d i s tance medley 
relay t eam won the event , se t t ing a new 
Rice record and ga in ing defini te qualifi-
cation for the NCAA Championsh ips . 
T h e win, t h o u g h not in an NCAA meet , 
st i l l . translates into a nat ional champion-
ship. 

C o m p o s e d of sen io r Kari Vigerstol 
runn ing the 1,200-meter run, junior Mar-
ga re t Fox in the 400, f r e s h m a n Aimee 
Te te r i s in the 800 and s o p h o m o r e Erin 
Brand a n c h o r i n g in the mile, the team 
finished with a t ime of 11 minutes , 27.14 
s e c o n d s to m a k e it into the top 10 t e a m s 
invited to the NCAA C h a m p i o n s h i p 
mee t in Indianapolis . 

T h e team had a slight d isadvantage 
since Vigerstol was ill with the flu, which 
affected he r pe r fo rmance as the lead 
runner . Fox and Te te r i s m a d e up a slight 
difference with the second and third legs, 
but Brand b rough t the team from third 
place all the way to No. 1 while runn ing 
the anchor leg. 

"It was exce l len t , " Fox said. "Kari 
was ill, but eve rybody did just what 
was n e e d e d anci we ' r e really p leased 

with it. , 
"We're go ing run even bet ter this 

week and try and move up in the national 
scene," s h e said. 

Sophomores LaKeisha Robertson and 
Kelly Anderson joined Fox and Te te r i s 
for the 4x400-meter relay, which placed 
third in 3:38.52. T h e t ime was fast enough 
for an invitation to nat ionals and was a 
season bes t for the Owls. 

"We wen t into the mee t with our main 
goal to qualify," Te te r i s said. "We knew 
the 4x400 competi t ion and that the two 
t eams that ended up bea t ing us [Baylor 
University and the Universi ty of Ne-
braska] were already national qualif iers. 
Everybody ran the t ime that they had to 
and we qualified." 

"They should have won, but they 
m a d e a few little mis takes ," w o m e n ' s 
Head Coach Victor Ixipez said. "I 'm still 
very happy." 

Ande r son was the only individual 
compet i tor for the women , in the 400 
meters , but failed to qualify for the final 
heat . Desp i t e h e r NCAA provis ional 
qualification f rom the Wes te rn Athletic 
Confe rence mee t in February , her 27th 
place national r ank ing puts h e r out of the 
top 20 a thle tes who will go to the NCAA 
meet . 

"It wasn't bad, but it should have 
been faster," I / j pez said. "1 think intimi-
dation played a factor.. T h e r e were a lot 
of national champions and Olympians at 
the meet ." 

T h e Rice men did not have as suc-

cessful an out ing. Sen ior Derr ick Small 
dhd s o p h o m o r e s S c o t t 8 y e r and Lachlan 
McAr thur a t t ended t h e Iowa State Uni-
versi ty m e e t Feb. 27 in h o p e s of qualify-
ing for nationals, bu t they fell a little 
shor t on all coun ts . 

' T h e trip w a s a little disappointing, 
b e c a u s e nobody qualified," McAr thur 
said. 

T h e h ighes t f inish was pos ted by 
Small, an e ighth-place m a r k in 1:50.98 
for the 800-meter run . Byer placed 11th 
in the 400-meter r un with a t ime of 48.20 
and McAr thu r placed 19th in the mile 
run with a t ime of 4:13.73. 

" D e r r i c k . r a n wel l , b u t no t well 
e n o u g h , " m e n ' s Ass i s t an t C o a c h Jon 
W a r r e n said . "He m a d e a few tactical 
m i s t a k e s , bu t h e f i n i shed very s t rong . 
Lachlan lost c o n t a c t a f t e r t h e 1,200, 
and d idn ' t f in ish s t rong ly . Scot t went 
out a little fast and h a d a pe r sona l best 
in the 200, but u n f o r t u n a t e l y h e r u n s 
the 400." 

Rice will s e n d e igh t a t h l e t e s to the 
NCAA Nat iona l C h a m p i o n s h i p meet 
M a r c h 5-6. For t h e w o m e n , f r e s h m a n 
Rhian C l a r k e will jo in t h e d i s t a n c e 
m e d l e y t e a m and t h e 4 x 4 0 0 - m e t e r re-
lay t e a m to r e p r e s e n t t h e Owls in the 
po le vaul t . J u n i o r R a s h a d S ta f fo rd , the 
only a t h l e t e f r o m t h e m e n ' s t e a m to 
h a v e qua l i f i ed , will r u n t h e 60 -me te r 
h u r d l e s . 

For m ( M of the Owls, the outdoor 
track season s ta r t s on March 6 in Hunts-
ville at the Sam Hous ton Invitational. 
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Rice finds a way past San Jose 
by Chr i s Larson 

THMKSHKR S T A I T 

Tuesday n ight ' s g a m e be tween 
Rice and San J o s e State University 
pitted the two Wes t e rn Athletic Con-
fe rence t e a m s that were mos t im-
proved over last year . W h e n the fi-. 
nal buzzer sounded , the Owls proved 
which t eam had come far ther , ad-
vancing to the quar te r f ina ls of WAC 
t o u r n a m e n t in Las Vegas with a 64-
61 win. 

A year ago, the Rice m e n ' s bas-
ketball t eam f inished 6-22 and SJSU 
posted a 3-23 mark , and both failed 
to qualify for the WAC tournament . 
But T u e s d a y bo th t e ams proved that 
they be longed in 1-as Vegas in a well-
played, competi t ive game . 

Since joining the confe rence in 
1996-'97, the win is Rice's first in 
WAC tou rnamen t action. In 1997 
the Owls fell in the first round to the 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas. 

"All year long it's been a good 
p rocess of go ing w h e r e we came 
f rom to w h e r e we are," Head Coach 
Willis Wilson said. 

T h e Owls began the g a m e slowly, 
miss ing th ree of their first four sho t s 
and falling beh ind 7-3 four and a half 
minu tes into the game . Rice then 
got in the g a m e as senior shoot ing 
gua rd Robert Johnson scored nine 
points in a 12-2 run. Both t e ams 
began to ge t into their offensive flow, 
and t raded baske ts , and Rice headed 
into the locker room with a 31-30 
lead. 

SJSU g u a r d Michae l Qu inney 
scored seven points and Rice com-

mitted four tu rnovers as the Spar-
tans built a 48-42 lead with 9 min-
utes, 37 s e c o n d s to play. But sopho-
more forward Erik Cooper and the 
res t of the Owls r e sponded . Cooper 
ignited a 14-0 run with a dunk off a 
missed layup and then followed with 
a r eve r se layup, in which h e was also 
fouled, and converted the free throw. 
In h is bes t g a m e as an Owl, Cooper 
f inished with 21 points, connect ing 
on nine of 11 a t tempts . 

"We d idn ' t let t h e g a m e slip 
away," Wilson said. "We have lots of 
exper ience playing from behind, and 
we've been pret ty good at it all year. 
Erik Cooper is very clever in the 
post. We were able to exploit a mis-
match on him, and we went to him 
cons i s t en t ly . T h a t really opened 
th ings up for us." 

T h e O w l s he ld t h e S p a r t a n s 
score less for more than four min-
u tes and out - rebounded the Spar-
tans 6-2 dur ing the run. 

"When we fell behind 1 asked the 
guys wha t they had to do to win, and 
they told m e they had to play de-
fense and rebound ," Wilson said. 
•"We go t a good defensive effort when 
we needed it, and our good defense 
turned into offensive productivity." 

But Rice was not able to put the 
g a m e away for good. T h e Owls con-
verted jus t seven of their last 18 f ree 
throw a t t empt s to allow the Spar-
tans to claw their way back into the 
g a m e , but a three-point a t tempt at 
the buzzer by Quinney r immed out. 

' T h e ball wouldn' t go in the hole 
[on the f ree throws] . If it had, it 
might have been eas ier for u s to 

brea the ," Wilson said. ' T h e missed 
f ree t h rows are over and done with, 
and we were able to ge t the win. We 
did a good job of shooting free throws 
the last qua r t e r of the season, and 
it'll c o m e back. We probably spend 
more t ime in the gym shoot ing f ree 
th rows than 90 percent of the t e ams 
in the country." 

Johnson , second in the WAC in 
scoring, led all scorers with 26 points, 
and at 23-of-44 Rice surpassed the 
50 pe rcen t shoot ing mark for the 
seconcTstraight game . 

T h e Owls moved on to face Pa-
cific Division No. 2 seed University 
of New Mexico last night. T h e lx>-
bos (22-7, 9-5) are ranked No! 21 in 
the nation and have had an inconsis-
tent year. T h e y own a victory against 
No. 13 University of Arizona but lost 
to 6-20 University of Hawaii and were 
blown out twice by the University of 
Utah. "The Lobos are led by pre-
season All-America selection cen te r 
Kenny T h o m a s and rank third in the 
WAC with 7.7 three-pointers per 
game. 

' T h e y ' r e very, very explosive of-
fensively," Wilson said. ' T h e y can 
come at you with a three-point bar-
rage f rom the per imeter , and Kenny 
T h o m a s is one of the most versatile 
big m e n in the country." 

But the Owls don' t plan on leav-
ing Las Vegas without a fight, and 
they would not be content with just 
one win. 

"It's good to ge t our feet wet and 
get a win in our first game," Johnson 
said. "But we have to be up for the 
chal lenge of New Mexico." 

WW 
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Junior center Alex Bougaieff fights for position against TCU Jan. 30. Rice triumphed 76-69 thanks in large part to 
Bougaieff's 14 points and 18 rebounds, but the Owls fell to the Horned Frogs 63-62 in the Feb. 25 rematch. 

WAC MEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
By beating San Jose State Tuesday, Rice advanced to face New Mex ico 
in the quarterfinals last night. The winner of tomorrow's championship 
game gains an automatic bid to next week's NCAA Tournament. 
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CHRIS LARSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore forward Erik Cooper posts up against San Jose State University in 
the first round of the WAC Tournament Tuesday. Behind Cooper's career-high 
2 1 points, the Owls edged the Spartans 64-61 to move on to yesterday's 
quarterfinal game against the University of New Mexico. 

Wilson grabs award as 
Owls head into tourney 

by Chr i s I^arson 
T H K K S H K K STACK 

Could the men ' s basketball team's 
road woes be coming to an end? It's a 
little too early to say — this week 's 
Western Athletic Conference tour-
nament should give a final verdict — 
but the Owls took a big s tep in the 
right direction last weekend. 

After be ing humil iated Feb. 20 at 
the University o fTu l sa in their wors t 
loss of the season, the Owls bounced 
back in Dallas and Fort Wor th . Fol-
lowing a narrow 63-62 defeat at Texas 
Christ ian University Feb. 25, Rice 
used a 20-2 run to open up the sec-
ond half to soundly defeat Sou the rn 
Methodis t Universi ty 66-57 Satur-
day. T h e win m a r k e d just their sec-
ond road victory of the season . 

With the win, Rice e m e r g e d f rom 
the logjam in the WAC Mounta in 
Division race. At 8-6, Rice f inished 
in third place in the division, r is ing 
above four t e a m s tied at 7-7. Prior to 
the SMU game , Rice could have fin-
ished anywhere f rom third to sixth. 

Along with Rice's high seed ing 
came several pos t season honors . 
Rice Head Coach Willis Wilson was 
honored as Coach of the Year in the 
WAC Mountain Division. After a 6-
22 record last season, Wilson guided 
the Owls to the third-biggest turn-
around in the nation, and his squad 
en te red the WAC t o u r n a m e n t at 17-
9. In his seven th season at Rice, 
Wilson is 97-97 and is the second-
winningest coach in school history. 

" G o o d p l a y e r s m a k e g o o d 
coaches, and they deserve this award 
as much as I do," Wilson said. "Our 
s u c c e s s is about commi tmen t , and 
that ' s a t eam thing." 

Behind Wilson, a st ickler for de-
fense, the Owls lead the WAC in 
field goal pe r cen t age de fense (37.7 
percent) and three-point field goal 
pe rcen tage d e f e n s e (29.0 percent) 
and are second in scor ing d e f e n s e ' 
(62.5 points allowed per g a m e ) . 

"Everything we do is defense ," 
Wilson said. "When our d e f e n s e is 
good, our of fense is really good. Our 
de fense gives u s conf idence and we 
draw s t rength f rom it." 

Senior guard Robert Johnson, who 

has hit key sho t s late in several Rice 
wins this season, was named first 
team all-WAC Mountain Division. 
Johnson has been a nationally ranked 
scorer th roughou t the season and 
finished second in the WAC with an 
average of 21.9 points per game. 

Senior forward Jason Skaer , who 
has played a large part in Rice s 
tu rna round af ter t r ans fe r r ing from 
O k l a h o m a S ta te Univers i ty , was 
named to the Mounta in Division all-
n e w c o m e r team. Skaer averaged 9.8 
points and 5.2 r e b o u n d s per g a m e 
coming into the tourney. 

'Good players make 

good coaches, and they 

deserve this award as 

much as I do.' 
— Willis Wilson 

Head coach 

T h e Owls succeeded in dictating 
the t empo of the g a m e against ex-
plosive TCU, which has scored 90 
points on 13 different occas ions this 
season . But Rice shot just 27.6 per-
cent in the second half and could not 
pull ahead , despi te cut t ing the lead 
to one point t h ree t imes in the final 
18 minutes , 13 seconds . 

Rice m a d e sure the second-half 
s lump didn' t hit t h em again at SMU, 
as they shot 58.8 percent in the sec-
ond half and ou t sco red the Mus-
t angs 36-24 in the half. Johnson . 
S k a e r a n d s o p h o m o r e f o r w a r d 
S h a w n T y n d e l l e a c h s c o r e d in 
double figures in the win. 

It was the perfect t ime of year for 
Rice to learn to perform well away 
from home, as the most crucial games 
of the season, those played in the 
pos t season , all are away f rom home. 

"We' re 2-1 in our last th ree games 
away f rom home," Wilson said. "I 
th ink we ' re ge t t ing a bet ter view of 
what it t akes to c o m e in and gel 
r eady for basketbal l g a m e s . We ' re 
focused and hungry to m a k e it to the 
NCAA tournament . " 
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Bats come alive as Owls sweep Fresno State in WAC opener 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEE 

Slump? What slump? 
The Rice baseball team struggled 

offensively two w e e k s ago and was 
blown out of its own ballpark by the 
University of Houston. Butafter kick-
ing off Western Athletic Conference 
play with a convincing three-game 
sweep of Fresno State University at 
Cameron Field last weekend, the 
Owls have put to rest any doubts 
about their bats. 

"We were struggling for a bit, 
but things are turned around," jun-
ior right fielder Will Ford said. 
"Coach [Wayne] Graham has been 
pointing out that even though we've 
been working to be good, disci-
plined hitters, we can't stop be ing 
aggressive at the plate. This week-
end we attacked the ball more, and 
it worked." 

Rice outscored the Bul ldogs by 
a c o m b i n e d 26-11 in the three 
games , including 10-4 Friday, 8-5 
Saturday and 8-2 Sunday. They hit 
six home runs, two triples and six 
doubles. Eight different players had 
at least one multi-hit g a m e as the 
Owls put together a balanced at-
tack against the team that w a s 
picked to finish right behind them 
in the WAC. 

" H itting is so contagious, whether 
bad or good," sen ior shor t s top 
Damon Thames said. "Once one guy 
started hitting, it got to be a real 
confidence thing. Then, instead of 
thinking 'Boy, I hope we got s o m e 
runs here,' we were all excited about 
getting up to the plate." 

With the sweep, the Owls got off 
to a good WAC start and put them-
selves in great position for their 
quest at a third consecutive WAC 
title. 

"We want to let the rest of the 
conference know that since we en-
tered the WAC we were the best 
team," T h a m e s said. "We played 
great in the WAC last year, but we 
want to do even better this year and 
leave no doubts about it." 

In Sunday ' s se r ies finale, Ford 
a n d T h a m e s c o m b i n e d t o g o 4-8 with 
two homer s , four r u n s and five RBIs 

to lead Rice to the win. 
T h e fifth inning cemented the 

win for the Owls. Senior catcher 
Zane Curry led off with a walk and 
scored on junior center fielder Ja-
son Gray's triple to the right field 
gap. T h a m e s then hit the first pitch 
he saw to left-center field for his 
third home run of the year. And 
a f t e r a F r e s n o S ta te p i t c h i n g 
change , Ford smashed a 1-0 offer-
ing over the center field wall to put 
the g a m e away. 

Junior Mario Ramos pitched 
seven solid innings and gave up only 
two earned runs to improve to 5-1 on 
the year, and senior Jesse Kurtz-
Nicholl continued his strong relief 
work with three strikeouts in two 
hitless innings. 

'We want to let the rest 
of the conference know 
that since we entered 
the WAC we were the 
best team. We played 
great in the WAC last 
year, but we want to do 
even better this year 
and leave no doubts 
about it.' 

— Damon Thames 
Senior shortstop 

'The pitching has been there all 
year, and you can't overlook the job 
they did this weekend," Thames 
said. "Pitching is what will carry us. 
We won when we weren't hitting 
because of the pitching, but now 
that we're doing both it's a little 
easier." 
* Saturday's 8-5 win was easily the 
most exciting of the weekend. Rice 
jumped out to a 5-2 lead after three 
innings behind homers by Thames, 
Ford and senior first baseman Jacob 
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Rice University Media Center and the 
Consulate General of Israel 

present 

Israeli Film Festival 
Assi Dayan's Trilogy 

Sat. Mar. 13 7:00 p.m. Life According to 

Sun. Mar. 14 
Sat. Mar. 20 
Sun. Mar. 21 
Sun. Mar. 21 

7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Agfa 
An Electric Blanket 
Mr. Baum 
Mr. Baum 
Life According to 
Agfa 

Opening Night Sat. Mar 13 with 
£>f>rof. Yaron Shemer of UT Austin 

Reception to follow 
General admission: $5 at the door 

$1 discount for students with ID 
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Senior first baseman Jacob Baker, left, and junior pitcher Marc Gwyn converge at first base to force out a Fresno 
State batter in Rice's 8-5 win Saturday. Baker, who got the force on this particular play, hit his third home run of the 
year against the Bulldogs, while Gwyn pitched 3.2 scoreless innings to help the Owls to a three-game sweep. 

Baker. But the Owls let Fresno State 
tie the game with three runs in the 
fourth, and the game remained dead-
locked until the eighth. 

In the top half of the inning, the 
Bulldogs had men on the corners 
and only one out when senior closer 
Stephen Bess came in to relieve jun-
ior Marc Gwyn. Bess got a ground 
ball to third on the first batter he 
faced. Junior Mitch Ackal picked up 
the ball and threw it to senior catcher 
Zane Curry, who ran the Fresno 
State baserunner down the third 
base line, getting the Owls out of the 
jam. 

In the bottom half of the inning, 
the Owls almost wasted a golden 
o p p o r t u n i t y to win the g a m e . 
Thames led off with a single and 
Ford followed him with a base hit to 
right field. Instead of going to third 
on the hit, Thames held up at sec-

ond and was erased at third on jun-
ior second baseman Brett Smith's 
attempted sacrifice bunt. 

But senior designated hitter Jus-
tin Berg, who grounded into an in-
ning-ending double play with the 
go-ahead run at third base in the 
sixth, came through with a two-run 
double to the left-field gap to driye in 
Ford and Smith. Bess shut the Bull-
dogs down in the ninth to pick up his 
first win of the season. 

"It was big-time redemption for 
me," Berg said. "We'd had tons of 
chances earlier in the game but 
screwed them up. But we knew that 
once we got a couple of runs, we had 
nothing to worry about with B e s s 
coming in." <•. 

"As a closer, my mentality is that 
if you give me a one-run lead, the 
game is over," Bess said. T h a t ' s 
what I told the guys going into that 

inning, and getting three was just 
the best feeling in the world." 

In the s e r i e s opener , Curry 
paced the Owls to the 10-4 win, 
g o i n g 3-3 with one run and four 
RBIs. T h a m e s added a double and 
three runs, and junior right fielder 
Charles Wil l iams had two doubles 
and two RBIs. 

"I was just in good situations and 
the pitchers got behind me," Curry 
said. "It's good to finally see our bats 
wake up. For us to win, we're going 
to have to get production up and 
down our lineup." 

"That's the mark of a g o o d 
ballclub," Graham said. "We hit 
cons is tent ly and g o t balanced hit-
ting through the lineup. Each game 
it was a different gwy stepping up 
and leading the offense , and of 
course our pitchers kept us in ev-
ery game." 

Baugh makes it look easy in comeback 
After long layoff, sophomore pitches first complete game of career 

by Jose 1-uis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Maybe every time a Rice pitcher 
struggles he should take two weeks 
off. 

Sophomore Kenny Baugh, play-
ing for the first time in 17 days, 
pitched the first complete game of 
his Rice dareer to lift the No. 2 Owls 
to a 6-1 win over Southwest Texas 
State University Tuesday night at 
Cameron Field. 

Wednesday, junior Jeff Nichols 
picked up the 29th win of his career 
to lead the Owls to a 12-9 win over 
Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. 

The last time Baugh pitched was 
Feb. 13 against the University of 
California at Los Angeles. The com-
bination of an aggravated abdomi-
nal muscle pull and an overall shaky 
start had kept him ou tof action since. 
But against the Bobcats, Baugh (2-
2) showed no ill effects from the 
long layoff. 

"When you get hurt after a bad 
outing, you just sit there thinking 
about what you did wrong," Baugh 
said. "I was really eager to get back 
out there to improve my pitching. 
When you get hurt like that all you 
do is think, and this game does a lot 
for my confidence." 

Baugh gave up just one hit, one 
walk and struck out seven in nine 
innings. And the only SWTSU run 
came on a two-out single in the 
ninth. 

"It's unfortunate because we 
wanted him to get the shutout," Head 
Coach Wayne Graham said. "But it 
was a great game and a great come-

back for a kid that's been strug-
gling." 

The Rice offense made Baugh's 
job easier when they scored five 
runs in the first three innings. Jun-
ior center fielder Charles Williams 
gave the Owls an early lead with a 
home run to center field to lead off 
the game. In the second inning, Rice 
put up three more runs, with a key 
RBI double by f r e s h m a n third 
baseman Eric Arnold. 

"It makes it a lot easier when you 
know you've got runs on the board," 
Baugh said. "When you know your 
offense is go ing to produce, you can 
just sit back and pitch. You don't 
have to do anything but pitch." 

With the performance, Baugh has 
jumped back into the race for the 
third starting role along with junior 
Marc Gwyn and sophomore Jon 
Skaggs. The first two spots are set 
with All-American juniors Mario 
Ramos and Jeff Nichols. 

Graham has yet to make a deci-
sion and will probably take a while 
to do so. But no matter which hurler 
ends up starting and which two end 
up in the bullpen, the Rice staff s eems 
to be in very good shape. 

"You know Kenny has great stuff 
andtonighthe was especially good," 
Williams said. "But it just shows 
how good our staff is to have him 
pitch like that. He did a great job and 
we hope he can continue that down 
the road because we'll need it." 

The win was all the more im-
pressive because midweek non-con-
ference games , especially during 
midterms, have always given the 
Owls trouble. But- they showed no 
s igns of struggling to maintain their 

focus Tuesday. 
"It's not very hard to stay focused 

because everybody's out to get us," 
Williams said. "We're the No. 2 team 
in the country and everybody wants 
to ge t what we have. Sometimes it 
may ge t a little hard with academics 
and everything, but once you-get 
out here between these lines, you 
have"*© be ready to play." 

Aga ins t SHSU, N icho l s (7-0) 
pitched six innings and struck out 
seven to move within one win of the 
school record 30, held by former 
No. 1 pick Matt Anderson, now a 
fireballing closer with the Detroit 
Tigers. 

"It's very exciting to be one win 
away from tying the school record 
and tying the best pitcher to ever 
c o m e through Rice," Nichols said. 

"It's agreat thing for Jeff," senior 
catcher Zane Curry said. "He really 
deserves it because he puts in a lot 
of work. I can't imagine too many 
pitchers in Rice history being better 
than him, and he's in pretty good 
company [with Anderson]." 

T h e Rice offense benefited from 
five SHSU errors, three wild pitches 
and two passed balls and made the 
mofet out of just seven hits by scor-
ing 12 runs. 

Curry continued his hot hitting 
by go ing 2-4 with runs and an RBI to 
improve his average to .407. He also 
became the last Rice regular to hit a 
home run when he led off the sixth 
with a long ball to left field. 

"It's something the guys have 
been teasing me about," Curry said. 
"I wasn't trying to hit it but I got a 
good pitch. It's good to finally get off 
that zero." 

http://www.aup.edu
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Rice starts tourney off on right foot 
Lady Owls use strong defensive effort to blow past Fresno State 78-48 

by Chr i s Larson 
T H R K S H K R S T A F F 

All s ea son long, the w o m e n ' s 
basketbal l t eam has won g a m e s by 
playing aggressive, ' t enac ious de-
fense. T h e t rend cont inued Monday 
n igh tas thequ ick .a th le t i c l . ady Owls 
frustrated and confused Fresno State 
University on their way to an easy 
78-48 victory in the first round of the 
Wes te rn Athletic Confe rence Tour-
namen t in Las Vegas. 

T h e i n t ense de fens ive perfor-
mance could not have c o m e at a 
be t te r t ime for Rice, which moves to 
17-10 on the season and 10-5in WAC 
play. T h e Lady Owls mus t win the 
WAC t o u r n a m e n t to g u a r a n t e e a 
ber th in the NCAATournament , and 
they likely need to m a k e a good 
showing to be invited to the Women ' s 
National Invitation T o u r n a m e n t . 

T h e ons laugh t began r ight f rom 
the tip-off, as the Owls never gave 
the Bul ldogs the chance to ge t into 
their offensive flow. You n a m e the 
type of turnover , and the Bul ldogs 
were guilty of it — I^ady Owls stole 
the ball off the dribble, FSU players 
th rew the ball away u n d e r p re s su re . 
Rice players dar ted a round the Bull-
dogs to intercept passes , and more . 

"We felt like we could play good 
man-to-man de fense and give t hem 
s o m e trouble, and we did," Head 
Coach Cristy McKinney said. "It's 
our best de fense and we really got 
after it. We cut off their pass ing lanes 
and we did a g o o d job with the scout-
ing report . We knew which players 

'we could p r e s s u r e and which ones 
we couldn' t ." 

Pass ing the ball in b o u n d s sud-
denly p resen ted a h u g e obstacle to 
the Bul ldogs (9-19,4-11 WAC). T h e 
quest ion to be asked af ter each pos-
session was not if the Bulldog shot 
went in, bu t whe the r the Bul ldogs 
were able to actually shoot be fore 
turn ing the ball over. 

"The a g g r e s s i v e d e f e n s e that 
Rice played forced us out of our 
shoot ing range," FSU Head Coach 
Britt King said. "Before we could 
ge t the ball into our shoo t ing range 
we tu rned it over." 

Capitalizing on turnovers with sev-
eral fast breaks, Rice opened a 33-13 
lead and was never threatened after-
ward. In the first half, FSU committed 
20 turnovers and took just 18 shots. 

"Wejus t totally denied [the ball]," 
Rice junior gua rd Maria Brumfield 
said. "When we deny like that , it's 
really tough to throw the ball in, and 
it forces t h e m to make a turnover , 
t h r o w t h e bal l away o r t a k e a 
t imeout." 

A l t h o u g h t h e i r p e r f o r m a n c e 

CHRIS LARSON/1 HRESHER 

Junior forward Klrra Jordan has the ball knocked away by Fresno State In the 
first round of the WAC Tournament Monday. Rice beat the Bulldogs 78-48. 

didn' t show it, the Owls en tered the 
g a m e on shaky ground . After a con-
v inc ing 79-47 win agains t T e x a s 
Chr i s t i an Univers i ty Feb. 25, in 
which Rice scored 48 second-half 
points on 60.7 percen t shoot ing, the 
Lady Owls collapsed in the second 
half of Sa turday ' s loss to Sou the rn 
Methodis t University at Autry Court. 
T h e y connec ted on just four of 28 
a t t empt s in the second half, for a 
season-low 14.3 percent , in the 63-
49 loss. 

Given the t eam's multiple shoot-
ing lapses this season, the ability to 
bounce back proved to be crucial. 

' T h a t was then," Brumfield said. 
"We went t h r o u g h practice and got 
[the SMU g a m e ] out of our heads ." 

While the Owls didn't have deadly 
marksmansh ip against the Bulldogs, 
they created enough turnovers and 

resulting high-percentage looks at the ' 
basket to produce a respectable 42.2 
percenteffor t Senior guard Charonda 
Wilson led the Owls with 17 points, 
connecting on five of seven attempts. 

"We played well defensively, and 
that opened up some th ings for u s 
offensively," McKinney said. "We 
were also more patient offensively." 

In be ing more patient, the Owls 
more often looked inside to their 
post players, who collectively put 
forth a very s t rong effort. T h e Owls 
pulled down 19 offensive rebounds , 
and junior forward Kirra Jordan led 
a balanced post attack in which four 
Rice f rontcour t players scored at 
least e ight points. 

"It was tough inside,"Jordan said. 
"It was a really physical game. But it 
makes it fun when it's that way. It 
ge t s you into the game." 

I 

Homesick like £T- ? 

Phone home. 

f B B H H B m 

I 

You're not tarn ! 
• 

Lady Owls shift focus from 
Utah to No. 4 Colorado State 
WAC, from Page 1 
opened the half with a 16-9 run to 
open a 19-point gap, and Utah 
never cut the margin to single 
digits af terwards . 

"We really tr ied to ge t out 
a n d d e n y s o m e p a s s e s , " 
McKinney said. "We had a g o o d 
spur t , and that was the key to 
the g a m e . " 

'We'replaying pretty 
well right now, and 
we're looking at it as 
an opportunity. 

We're excited to be 
playing the fourth-
ranked team in the 
nation.' 

— Cristy McKinney 
Head coach 

T h e Utes, who traditionally 
play man-to-man de fense , c a m e 
out in a zone. Rice 's o u t s i d e 
s h o o t i n g forced the Utes to ex-
t e n d t h e i r z o n e and o p e n e d 
th ings up in the post for sen io r 
c e n t e r Jenn i fe r Hamil ton, who 
c o n n e c t e d on six of n ine at-
t e m p t s to lead t h e l.ady Owls 
with 18 points . 

Junior forward Kirra Jordan 
ch ipped in for 16 points to com-
bine for a very s t rong f rontcour t 
effort for Rice. 

"It surpr i sed me and worr ied 
m e when they came out in a 

zone," McKinney said. "We went 
to an o f fense we ran early in the 
year and were able to open up the 
post and get Jen s o m e good looks. 
We knew we had to shoot with 
conf idence , be aggress ive and 
take it to them." 

U t a h e n t e r e d t h e g a m e 
r a n k e d f irs t in t h e WAC in sco r 
ing d e f e n s e (53.8 po in t s pe r 
g a m e ) and field goal percent -
a g e d e f e n s e (35.6 p e r c e n t ) . By 
r a c k i n g u p so m a n y s tea ls , how-
ever , Rice go t h i g h - p e r c e n t a g e 
s h o t s in t rans i t ion off t u r n o v e r s 
and f r e q u e n t l y p r e v e n t e d Utah 
f rom b e i n g able to e x e c u t e its 
d e f e n s e . 

Rice's 74 points is the second-
most Utah ha s allowed all sea-
son, and the l>ady Owls ' 44.8 per-
cent shoo t ing s u r p a s s e s that of 
any of Utah ' s previous opponen ts 
this season . 

With the win, Rice moves on 
to face Colorado State Univer-
sity (30-1, 15-0), r anked No. 4 in 
the nat ion, in the semif ina ls to-
night . CSU, which escaped with 
a 71-67 victory against the Uni-
vers i ty of Nevada at I^as Vegas 
W e d n e s d a y night, easily handled 
the Lady Owls twice this season , 
winning 63-45 in Fort Collins Jan. 
10 and 67-50 at Autrv Cour t Feb. 
4. 

But the Lady Owls are on a 
roll and are ready to throw ev-
e r y t h i n g they have — including 
the i r hel l ish d e f e n s e — at the 
Rams. 

" W e ' r e p laying pre t ty well 
r ight now, and we ' re looking at it 
as an opportuni ty ," McKinney 
said. "We're excited to be play-
ing the four th-ranked team in the 
nation." 

FULL-TIME SUMMER TEACHING POSITIONS 
$500-600 per week 

Reading Enr ichment Programs for chi ldren of all ages and adults. 
Gradua te s tudents or graduat ing seniors f rom any discipl ine who love 
books and reading are eligible to apply. We are seeking people with 
warmth, intellectual authority, and a commi tmen t to high personal 
s tandards. Previous teaching exper ience (with adults or children) is 
valuable , though not required. We provide a paid, comprehens ive 
training program to equip you for reading instruction. Requires an 
undergraduate degree and a reliable car. 

713-528-4330 

Rice University 
Semester Abroad 

CHJELE -. FALL 1999 

Universidad de Chile 
Santiago, Chile 

August 3 - December 14* (check dates) 
Program Fee: $9,808 

Application Deadline: April 2, 19.99 

Language Courses + 

Upper Division Courses in Humanities i 

Social Sciences * Political Science * Art 
•Internships* 

Courses are open for credit to Rice 
students and students from other 

recognized colleges and universities. 
For application forms and further 

information contact 
Ms. Beverly Konzem, 
Rice University, 

Department of Spanish MS-34, 
BOX 1892, Houston, Texas 77005-1892 
(713) 285-5451/FAX (713) 527-4863 

E-mai1: span@rice.edu 

*Dates may vary by a Sew days. 

mailto:span@rice.edu
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Rice still singing West Coast blues 
Owls go 1-2 on California road trip for second time in two weeks 

by Ben Weston 
T H K K S H K K KDITOK1AI . S T A F F 

Two weeks ago, the men's tennis 
team traveled to California for three 
matches over the course of a week-
end. They ended up with two losses 
to ranked teams and a relatively easy 
win against a mediocre opponent. 

Last weekend, the Owls returned 
to the West Coast for three more 
dual matches, and the results were 
remarkably similar. Rice lost to 15th-
ranked University of Southern Cali-
fornia 5-2 Friday afternoon, then 
dropped a dual match the next day 
6-1 to No. 5 University of California 
at Los Angeles. 

7 need to start getting 
some wins, and 1 want 
to start playing well all 
the time. I've had my 
ass handed to me on a 
platter too many times 
this semester' 

— Robert Collins 
Junior tennis player 

The Owls finished the tour of the 
coast with a 6-1 win Sunday over 
l^yola Marymount University, leav-
ing them with a very familiar 1-2 
record for the weekend. 

Against USC, the Owls took an 
early lead by winning two of three 
doubles matches to lake the point. 
After junior Robert Collins and fresh-
man Prakash Venkataraman won 8-
5 at No. 2, seniors Efe Ustundag and 

Shane Stone secured the point by 
winning 9-8 after four t iebreakers at 
the top spot. 

"This time luck was on our side," 
Ustundag said. "It was agood jump-
start for us." 

The Owls kept the momentum 
as Ustundag, ranked No. 17 in the 
nation, also won his singles match 
7-5, 5-7, 6-4. But in the other spots, 
Rice had no luck at all. The Trojans 
took the rest of the singles matches, 
and Collins in particular had a tough 
afternoon as he was blanked 0-6,0-
6. 

"It just wasn't a good matchup," 
Collins said. "It really was not agood 
match at all. It wasn't pretty." 

The match against UCIA Satur-
day was no walk in the park either. 
T h e Bru ins swept the doub les 
matches as the No. 18th-ranked pair 
of Ustundag and Stone fell 5-8. In 
singles, Ustundag fell 3-6,4-6 to No. 
14 Jen-Noel Grinda at the top spot. 
At No. 2, Collins recovered impres-
sively from the previous day with a 
6-2,6-4 win over a nationally ranked 
player, but everyone else lost in 
straight sets. 

"I didn't play that badly — he was 
just a good player," Ustundag said. 
"But other than Rob [Collins], really 
no one had a shot at [winning] their 
match." 

After suffering two losses to top-
20 teams in as many days, the Owls 
were able to regain a little confi-
dence with a convincing win over 

,LMU Sunday. 
Rice swept the doubles matches 

and took five of six singles matches, 
led by a 6-1,6-1 victory by Ustundag 
at No. l . T r e s h m e n Rafael Reyes 
and Kevin H a r g r o v e f i n i s h e d 
strongly at Nos. 5 and 6, winning 6-
4. 6-0 and 6-5, 6-0 respectively. 

The only Owl to lose was Collins 

(2-6,2-6) as LMU played its top player 
at No. 2 in the hopes of taking a 
cheap win. Though he was the hero 
for a day on Saturday, Collins did 
not have a very good weekend on 
the whole. 

"I need to start getting some wins, 
and I want to start playing well all 
the time," he said. "I've had my ass 
handed to me on a platter too many 
times this semester." 

'We have to keep 
winning. We have to 
win the matches we're 
supposed to win and 
maybe knock off a 
couple of top teams.' 

— Ron Smarr 
Head coach 

Collins and the rest of the Owls 
will have a chance to get their butts 
in gear over the midterm break with 
matches at Furman University to-
morrow, the University of South 
Carolina Monday and Coastal Caro-
lina University Mar. 13. 

Halfway through the spring sea-
son, the Owls own a 7-5 record (5-1 
in matches outside of California) and 
have had some great individual per-
formances against top teams. So 
what's the plan for the second half of 
the semester? 

"We have to keep winning," Head 
Coach Ron Smarr said. "We have to 
win the matches we're supposed to 
win and maybe knock off a couple of 
top teams. We'll see what happens." 

DOMINIQUE DE MENIL LECTURE 

8 p.m. Tuesday, March 16,1999 
Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center 

Admission: No charge 

// 

// 

The Pres ident ' s Lecture Series presents 

James McPherson 
Civil War Historian 

Drawn with the Sword: 
Reflections on the 

American Civil War 
Renowned Civil War historian James McPherson has penned 11 books 

and numerous essays, scholarly articles, and reviews, including the 
highly acclaimed Pulitzer Prize-winning Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil 
War Era. In researching What They Fought For;, 1861-1865 and For 
Cause and Comrades: Why Men Fought the Civil War, McPherson delved 
into 25,000 letters and 250 diaries written by soldiers. His most recent 
work, Drawn with the Sword: Reflections an the American Civil War, is 
a collection of essays in which he poses fundamental questions.about 
the war and wr i tes por t ra i ts of the war 's great leaders . 

McPherson received a bachelor's degree from Gustavus Adolphus College 
and a Ph.D. with highest distinction from Johns Hopkins University. He 
has held many prestigious fellowships, including Proctor and Gamble, 
Guggenheim, and the National Endowment for the Humanities. McPherson 
is the George Henry Davis Professor of American History at Princeton 
Universi ty, where he has taught for more than 30 years. 

No tickets are required for admission. Seating will begin at 7 p.m. A limited 
number of reserved seats will be available for Rice students. To gain admission 
to this special section, students may obtain a pass from the Student Organizations 
Office on the second floor of the Ley Student Center. After 7:45 p.m., any 
unoccupied seats in the student section will be released. 
For more information, call (713) 527-6093, e-mail <sjd@rice.edu>, or visit the 
Web site at <www.rice.edu/pls>. 

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

Freshman Judith Hagedorn prepares to hit a backhand shot Feb. 24 against 
Sam Houston State University. With victories in both singles and doubles, 
Hagedorn helped the Owls to a 5-4 upset of WAC.rival TCU Saturday. 

Hagedorn leads Owls to 
upset of WAC rival TCU 

by Ben Weston 
T H K K S H K K K M T O R I A I . S T A F F 

Sometimes all a team needs to 
pull of the upset of a regional rival is 
a change of venue. After Houston 's 
unpredictable skies threatened to 
pour down water from the heavens, 
the women's tennis team decided 
to move its home match against 
Western Athletic Conference rival 
Texas Christian University indoors 
and came away with a 5-4 win Satur-
day. 

The luck was in the odd numbers 
as Rice won at the first, third and 
fifth spots in singles, all in three 
sets. Junior Elle Lewis led the Owls 
with her 6-7,6-3,6-4 win at No. 1 over 
an opponent ranked nine places 
higher than her nationally, recover-
ing well from a tough singles loss 
Feb. 24 against Sam Houston State 
University. 

"I felt a lot better," Lewis said. "I 
finally got some sleep." 

At No. 3, s e n i o r J u s t y n a 
Gudzowska got off to a slow start but 
came back strong in the second two 
sets, winning 2-6,6-2,6-2. Freshman 
Judith Hagedorn had trouble at the 
fifth spot in the longest match of the 
day, but pulled out a 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 
victory. 

Coming into doubles, TCU held 
a 4-3 lead and looked poised to take 
the road win with an 8-3 win at the 
No. 1 spot. 

At No. 2, however, Gudzowska 
and sophomore Erin Waters pulled 
off an 8-4 upset, leaving the dual 
match in the hands of the third Rice 
pair. 

Once again, Hagedorn found 
herself playing after everyone else, 
but she handled the pressure well 
and teamed up with Lewis to take 
both the doubles and the overall win 
8-5. 

"We played as well as we ever 
did," Hagedorn said of the decisive 
doubles win against the Horned 
Frogs. "We knew that it was going to 
be close and hard." 

"It was a really important win," 

Lewis said. 'They ' re a good team." 
The Owls have a midterm break 

full of matches with good teams 
ahead of them, with three home dual 
matches in five days. 

' T h e y are all huge matches," 
Lewis said. "All of them are good 
teams and we need to play well and 
take advantage of being able to play 
at home." 

The team starts the homestand 
Wednesday afternoon against No. 
53 University of North Carolina in 
what should be a tough matchup. 
The bad part is that it may well be 
the easiest match of the week. 

'They are all huge 
matches. All of them 
are good teams and we 
need to-play well and 
take advantage of 
being able to play at 
home.' 

— Elle Lewis 
Junior tennis player 

Friday, Rice takes on Florida 
State University at Jake H e s s T e n -
nis Stadium. T h e Seminoles have 
a player ranked 54 spots above 
Lewis, the top-ranked Owl, and 
the team has talent t h roughou t its 
ros te r . Rice is looking to at least 
steal a couple of individual wins 
and maybe even take the dual 
match . 

T h e Mar . 14 ma tch aga ins t 
Tulane University should definitely 
feature another tough challenge for 
the Owls, as the Green Wave's No. 2 
player is tied with I^ewis in the latest 
rankings. 

"The second half of the season is 
m u c h t o u g h e r than t h e f i r s t , " 
Hagedorn said. "They will all be like 
TCU, all tough matches." 

mailto:sjd@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/pls
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
feb. 25-march 

4 1 3 3, Wi lks 1 3 3-6 5. Tyndell 0 1 0 - 0 0 . Cooper 9 
11 2 3 21. Michael is 1-3 1 2 4. Bougaieff 1 2 1 4 3 
Totals: 23 44 12 26 64 

Three point goals — SJSU: 5 11 (Richmond 1 1 . 
Quinney 2-5, Powell 2 3. Preston 0-1. Murray 0 1); 
Rice: 6 16 (Armstrong 0-1, Johnson 4-10. Skaer 0-
2. Tyndell 0 1 . Cooper 1 1 . Michael is 1 1 ) 

Rebounds — SJSU: 32 (Trawick 10) : Rice: 29 
(Wi lks 7) 

Ass is ts — SJSU: 13 (Quinney 5 . P o w e l l 5 ) ; R i c e : 1 3 
(Wi lks 5) 

RICE 66 SMU 57 

BASEBALL 

Rice 
SMU 

3 0 3 6 — 66 
3 3 2 4 — 57 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 74 UTAH 57 

Rice 
Utah 

3 5 3 9 

2 5 3 2 

74 
57 

Rice (18-10) 
Smallwood 2-7 2 4 6. Jordan 6 12 4 7 16. Hami l ton 
6 9 6 8 18. Wi lson 2-6 0 0 4, Brumf ie ld 4 1 1 2 2 10, 
Duncan 2-6 0 0 6. Brown 4 6 0 0 12. Koy 0 1 2 2 2 
Totals: 26-58 16 23 74 

Rice (17-9, 8-6) 
Armstrong 1-1 2-2 4. Johnson 4-12 7 8 16. Wi lks 2-
5 2 4 7, Michael is 4-5 0 0 9. Skaer 4-9 0 2 10, 
Cooper 4 7 4 5 12. Tyndell 0 0 0-0 0, Bougaieff 4 
5 0 2 8 

Totals: 23 44 15 23 66 

SMU (13-14 , 7-6) 
Sasser 6-12 4-5 18. Woods 4-15 2-2 10, Elsey 4 13 
0-0 11. Davis 1-6 2 6 4, Ihde 1 1 0-0 3. Brat ton 1 
1 0-0 3. Hancock 1-3 0-2 2. Floyd 1-3 1 2 3. Smith 
0 1 0-0 0. Fonnash 1-1 1-1 3. Niemi 0 2 0-0 0 
Totals: 20 58 10-18 57 

RICE 12 SAM HOUSTON STATE 9 

Rice (18-3) SHSU (10-6) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Wil l iams If 5 2 2 1 Campbell cf 3 2 1 0 
Gray cf 3 1 0 0 Dieudonne If 3 2 1 2 
Thames ss 3 2 1 2 Eddlemon ss 5 1 2 2 
Ford rf 4 1 1 3 Clif fe dh 4 1 0 0 
Smith 2b 4 0 0 1 Eickhoff 3b 3 1 0 0 
Baker l b 5 0 0 0 Harrison l b 4 0 1 3 
Curry c 4 2 2 1 Landers 2b 4 1 2 1 
l u k i n c 1 0 0 0 Johnson rf 5 1 1 1 
Ackal 3b 2 2 0 0 Bode c 3 0 0 0 
Berg dh 4 2 1 0 Kubiak c 1 0 0 0 
Nichols p 0 0 0 0 Robert sn ph 1 0 0 0 
Krtz Nichll p 0 0 0 0 Pence p 0 0 0 0 
Gwyn p 0 0 0 0 Brown p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 35 12 7 8 Dube p 0 0 0 0 

Whi te p 0 0 0 0 
Talley p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 36 9 8 9 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 200 0 5 2 210 — 12 7 3 
SHSU 300 003 003 — 9 8 5 

Davidson, Sanders, freshmen 
qualify for NCAA swim meet 

E — Ford ( I ) . Smith (3) , Ackal (2) . Campbel l (9) , 
Eddlemon 2(3) , Landers (5) . Brown (1) : DP — 
SHSU 1: LOB — Rice 4. SHSU 9: 2B — Campbell 
(2) . Dieudonne (3). Johnson (2) : HR — Ford (5) . 
Curry (1) : SB — Ackal (1 ) . Eickhoff (2 ) . Landers 
(1) : SH — Cliffe (1) ; SF — Smith (1) 

Utah (21-6) Three-point goals — Rice: 5-15 (Johnson 1 6 , Wi lks IP H R ER BB SO 
Andersen 0 0 0-0 0, Red 0-4 0 0 0 . Rose 2 6 0 0 4, 1-2, Michael is 1-1, Skaer 2-6); SMU: 7 -21 (Sasser Rice 
Fuertes 0-1 0-0 0, Ewert 1-2 1-2 3, McCol l 5-6 3 5 2-4, Woods 0-6, Elsey 3-7, Ihde 1 1 , Brat ton 1-1, ••Nichols 6 .0 8 6 4 2 7 
13. Gibbons 1-6 3 4 5. Sodja 6-8 4 7 20. Herbert 0 Hancock 0-1. Floyd 0-1) KurU-Nicholl 2.0 0 0 0 0 4 
0 0-0 0. Beckman 3-6 6 7 12 Gwyn 1.0 0 3 1 4 2 
Totals: 18 39 17 25 57 Rebounds — Rice: 28(Johnson 7); SMU: 38(Sasser SHSU 

10) Pence 4 .0 4 6 2 1 2 
Three-point goals — Rice: 6-18 (Jordan 0-2. Wi lson Brown 0 . 1 0 1 0 2 1 
0-3, Brumfield 0-3, Duncan 2 4, Brown 4-6); Utah: Ass is ts — Rice: 9 (Armst rong 3); SMU: 9 (Woods Dube 1.2 1 2 2 1 1 
4-8 (Fuertes 0-1. Gibbons 0-3, Sodja 4 4) 2. Davis 2) Whi te 1.0 1 2 1 0 1 

Talley 2.0 1 1 0 2 3 
Rebounds — Rice: 29 (Jordan 7, Hami l ton 7); Utah: RICE 62 TCU 63 
3 1 (McCol l 9) Win — Nichols 7 0: Loss — Pence 2". 

Assists — Rice: 17 (Wilson 4); Utah: 15 (Gibbons 7) 

FRESNO STATE 48 RICE 78 

Fresno State 23 
Rice 37 

2 5 

4 1 

48 
78 

FSU (9-19) 
Baker 3-9 1»2 7. Lewis 0-6 2 2 2. Hines 2 3 5-5 9, 
Krueger 0-7 0-0 0. Farias 1-2 4-6 6 . McCombs 3-5 
2-2 8, Paukert 4-9 2-2 10. Graham 2-5 2-4 6 
Totals: 15-46 18 23 48 

Rice (17-10) 
Smallwood 3-7 2-3 8, Jordan 4-8 4-6 13, Hami l ton 
4-7 1-2 9. Wi lson 5 7 5-7 17. Brumf ie ld 4 - 1 1 4 4 12. 
Duncan 2-10 0-0 5. Brown 1-7 1-2 3. Koy 3-6 2-4 8. 
Florus 1-1 1-2 3 
Totals: 27 64 20-30 78 

Three-point goals — FSU: 0-5 (Baker 0-1, Krueger 
0-4) ; Rice: 4-16 (Jordan 1-2, Wi lson 2-3, Brumfie ld 
0-2, Duncan 1 4 , Brown 0 4. Koy 0-1) 

Rebounds — FSU: 38 (Hines 9); Rice: 38(Dunean 7) 

Assis ts — FSU: 8 (Farias 3); Rice: J"3 (Wi lson 4) 

SMU 63 RICE 49 

SMU 3 3 

Rice 26 
3 0 

2 3 

63 
49 

SMU ( 1 6 - 1 0 , 1 1 - 3 ) 
Riggs 3-8 0-2 7, Kennedy 8-9 2-4 18. Brassard 3-10 
2-5 8. Blair 2-8 2-4 6, Johnson 1-5 0-0 2. Calvert 3-
4 2-2 10. Woods 1-3 3-4 6. Thomas 0-1 0-0 0. 
Remke 2-6 2-2 6 

Totals: 23-54 13 23 63 _ ^ 

Rice (16-10, 9 - $ 
Smallwood 1-4 0-0 2, Jordan 0-4 4-6 4, Hami l ton 7-
12 3-4 17. Wi lson 0-3 0-0 0. Brumf ie ld 3-14 7-8 13. 
Duncan 1-3 0-0 2. Brown 1-9 3-4 5. Koy 1-6 1-1 3, 
Florus 0-3 3-6 3 
Totals: 14-58 21-29 49 
Three-point goals — SMU: 4-10 (Riggs 1-3, Blair 0-
2, Calvert 2-3, Woods 1-2) ; Rice: 0-7 (Smallwoo'cfO-
1, Brumfield 0-1, Brown 0-5) 

Rebounds — SMU: 5 0 ( R e m k e 9 ) : Rice: 36 

(Smal lwood 8) 

Ass is ts — SMU: 15 (Blair 5); Rice: 9 (Wi lson 4) 

TCU 47 RICE 79 

TCU 
Rice 

2 3 

3 1 

2 4 — 

4 8 — 

47 
79 

TCU (15-10 , 7-6) 
Mack 0-3 0-0 0 . Payne 3-3 4-4 11. Meadows 4-5 3-
8 11, ASut ton 0-9 4-4 4, JSut ton 6-17 0-0 15. 
Harlum 0 -1 0-0 0 , Usher 0-0 0-3 0 , Spencer 2-8 2-
4 6, Tedder 0-0 0-0 0. Burrows 0-0 0-0 0 . Clayton 0-
0 0-0 0 

Totals: 15-46 13-23 47 

Rice (16-9, 9-4) 
Smallwood 5-8 0 -0 10, Jordan 3-3.2-2 9, Hami l ton 
4-9 0-0 8. Wi lson 1-3 2-3 5. Brumf ie ld 5 -11 6-7 16. 
Duncan 3-5 2-3 9. Brown 4-4 1-6 11, Koy 1-5 2-2 4, 
Florus 2-6 3-5 7 
Totals: 28-54 13-28 79 

Three-point goals — TCU: 4-15 (Payne 1 1 , ASut ton 
0-4, JSutton 3-8, Harlum 0-1, Spencer 0-1) ; Rice; 5-
8 (Jordan 1-1, Wi lson 1-2, Duncan 1-2. Brown 2-2. 
Koy 0-1) 

Rebounds — TCU; 42 (Meadows 9) ; Rice: 27 
(Brumfield 8) 

Assis ts — TCU: 1 1 (ASut ton 3); Rice: 2 1 (Wi lson 7) 

MEN S BASKETBALL 

SAN JOSE STATE 6 1 RICE >4 

San Jose State 30 31 — 61 
Rice 31 33 — 64 

SJSU (12-16) 
Richmond 1-3 0-0 3. Trawick 5-10 2-4 12. Griffin 0-
2 4-6 4, Quinney 3-10 2 3 10, Powel l 7 13 0 1 16. 
McCul lough 0-0 0 0 0. Kennett 0 -0 0-0 0. Preston 
1-2 0-0 2. Murray 5-10 4 6 14 
Totals: 22-50 12-20 6 1 

Rice (18-9) 
Armstrong 1 3 0 0 2. Johnson 9 1 7 4-8 26. Skaer 1 

Rice 
TCU 

3 1 3 1 — 62 
2 9 3 4 — 63 

Rice (16-9, 7-6) 
Armstrong 0-3 2 2 2, Michael is 2-9 1 -1 5. Skaer 2-
9 0-2 6, Johnson 6-19 9 - 1 1 23. Wi lks 3 5 2-2 8. 
Tyndell 1-3 0-0 2. Cooper 3-7 1-2 7. Bougaieff 3-6 
3 4 9 

Totals: 20 6 1 18 24 62 

TCU (19-8, 7-6) 
Gainous 4 -11 4-5 12, Nailon 7-13 0-0 14, Fowler 1-
6 5-8 8, Jaksic 2-7 0 1 6. Carroll 3-8 4-5 11, McTyer 
0 -1 0-0 0. Long 0-2 2-2 2, Wi lson 0-0 0-0 0, Gradney 
3-5 3-4 10 — 
Totals: 20-53 18-25 63 
Three-point goa ls — Rice: 4-18 (Armstrong 0-2. 
M icha» l i s0 -2 . Skaer 2-5. Johnson 2-6. Cooper 0 3); 
TCU: 5 16 (Fowler 1-4, Jaksic 2-3. Carroll 1 4 . 
McTyer 0 1. Long 0-1. Gradney 1-1) 

Rebounds — Rice: 37 (Bougaief f 9); TCU: 42 
(Gainous 14) 

Assis ts — Rice: 6 (Johnson 3): TCU: 15 (Fowler 5) 

None; WP — Dube 2(2) , Talley (3) ; PB — Bode 
2(2) ; HBP — by Nichols (Dieudonne), by Nichols 
(Campbel l ) , by Pence (Ackal) 

SOUTHWEST TEXAS ST 1 RICE 6 

Score by Innings R H E 
SWTSU 0 0 0 000 0 0 1 — 1 4 0 
Rice 1 3 1 000 01X — 6 12 1 

FRESNO STATE 2 RICE 8 

Score by Innings R H E 
FSU 0 1 0 100 0 0 0 — 2 7 0 
Rice 102 0 4 1 00X — 8 13 0 

FRESNO STATE 5 RICE 8 

Score by Innings R H E 
FSU 0 0 2 300 000 — 5 10 0 
Rice 0 4 1 000 03X — 8 11 0 

FRESNO STATE 4 RICE 10 

Score by innings R H E 
FSU 200 000 200 - -1 9 2 
Rice 0 3 0 022 03X - 10 13 2 

SWIMMING, from Page 12 
"We were mentally prepared to 

race fast," junior Rachel Doyle said. 
"It was most exciting to see the oth-
ers swim so well." 

Sophomore Jada Sanders broke a 
nine-year-old school record in the 
200-yard butterfly. She finished third 
overall in the event with a time of 
2:03.23, earning a provisional NCAA 
qualifying bid. Other provisional 
NCAA qualifying bids included 
Doyle's times in the 500- and 1,650-
yard freestyles, Scholl's time in the 
500-yard freestyle and Martin's time 
in the 200-yard backstroke. 

Rice's success continued into the 
relay events as the 400-yard freestyle 
team of Armstrong, Hermann, Mar-
tin and sophomore Kim Maher 
earned a provisional bid into the 
NCAA meet with a time of 3:26.85 
with their eighth-place finish. Addi-
tionally, the 200-yard freestyle team 
of Maher, Armstrong, Hermann and 
f reshman Jordan Hollsten set a 
school record with a sixth-place fin-
ish in 1:34.75. 

The Owls also noted that Boyd 
deserves much of the credit for their 
success. 

'This year we really had a good 
fall of training," Davidson said. "Our 
success was due to our trust in our 
coach and then trust in ourselves. 
Our new style of training is more 
together as a team and has allowed 
us to feed off the excitement from 
one person to another." 

Sophomore Jennifer Lushao reit-
erated the extent of the camaraderie's 
positive effect on this year's team. 
'The announcement of our third-
place finish ahead of Colorado State 
was the most exciting thing that's 
happened forme in two years here at 
Rice," she said. " Tears were shed by 
everyone. We pulled it off." 

Despite the absence of a diving 

program, Rice placed well overall by 
reaching the finals in as many events 
as possible. Only the top 16 times in 
the early heats compete in the fi-
nals, but the Owls, especially the 
f reshmen, placed well enough to 
advance. 

"It is easy for freshmen to choke 
because they are younger, but our 
freshmen really came through to 
reach the finals," Boyd said. "We swam 
well in the mornings. Our finish is 
made more impressive because SMI , 
BYU and Colorado State all brought 
20 swimmers and divers while our 
small team only has 14 women." 

Boyd is looking forward to future 
success with his young learn. The 
WAC breakup leaves only six teams 
with swimming programs in the con-
ference next year, eight fewer than 
this year. SMI J and the University of 
Hawaii should provide the toughest 
competition for Rice in the WAC, 
but Boyd believes the Owls are in 
good position. 

"We do not have any particular 
areas to improve with our recruit-
ing," Boyd said. "We just want to fill 
out our roster with more women. 
We are ahead of where I thought we 
would be at this time." 

For now, Boyd's attention is fo-
cused on getting Davidson and the 
other NCAAqualifiers ready for that 
meet, which is two weeks away. The 
NCAA meet gives Davidson one 
more swan song in a Rice uniform. 

"1 wouldn't give it up for any-
thing," Davidson said. "The youth of 
this team is.so good that they will be 
even more successful in the years 
ahead. I will be around next year as 
a trainer and provide moral support. 

"This meet was a great way to end 
my swimming career," she said. "It's 
bittersweet to leave knowing that the 
team is so close. An absence of swim-
ming will be a big hole in my life." 

M I N D 

SOUL 

w w w . i n s i d e s a p l a b s . c o m 

T DOESN T MATTER IE YOU'VE HI I N Hi RE EOR THREE. YEARS OR 

T H R U . DAYS. T H E MINUTE VOL! WAI k IN THE D O O R AT S A P LABS, 

Y O U ' R E EXPECTED T O C O N T R I B U T E . A N D T H A T CREATES AN 

INCREDIBLE LEARNING E N V I R O N M E N T EOR EVERYONE." 

SAP I.abs, Inc., a pofat of or igin lor the most functionally complete, business application software on tin 

planet, is looking to add to the staff that has put SAP in the top f of BusinessWeek sTop IT Companies. If 

you re ready to make your mark in tomorrow's software arena, 

then get inside the Mind, Body and Soul of R / 3 now. 

1 he O i l and Gas Industry Business Uni t seeks Developers to support the marketing and 

refining aspects of our clients' businesses.The candidates we seek should 

have a strong interest in the O i l & Gas Industry and ERP application. 

Software Developers 
( D a l l n s . T X ) 

"EVERYONE IS EXPECTED 

TO ADD VALUE: 
M H • 

• D D I 
• I reyou a recent college graduate with a fl.S and strong G7M? -In- i o u J 

sharp thinker u-ith hoth analytical and problem-jn/nm/ skills' Ho YOU 

have programming experience, either real-life or classroom? Would |.>i; like 

to work in a fast paced environment developing cutting edge technology? If 

you answered yes, then SAT l.ahs could he the place for you 

Ivr fi preview of our opportunities and a calendar of events, visit our 

lieb site lit w n w . insidcsdplahs.com 

To apply, e-mailyoux resume in .l/.S U e r J or a compatible format to 

colIege(U)jobsatsaplabs.com In your cover letter, specify desired posi 

tion title on the subject line and eligibility to work in the U S. 

Principals Onl\ l:A V:. I / . /•/ 0 / I. 

http://www.insidesaplabs.com
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f i i i l f ! ! ! l 

with Overdraft Courtesy! 

Check out all the reasons why IBC's 
Free Checking is really free: 

• Overdraft Courtesy* 
up to $300 or $500 

• Free of monthly 
service charge 

• Free of minimum 

• Free IBC ATM usage 
with Overdraft 
Courtesy 

• Only $50 opens 
your account 

balance requirement • First order of 
• Free IBC ATM card printed checks free 

Visit one of IBC's six locations today 
to get your IBC Free Checking! 

•IBC 
International Bank of Commerce 

We do more 

(713) 526-1211 
www.iboc.com 

M e m b e r F D I C / l n t e r n a t i o n a i Bancshares C o r p o r a t i o n ' Ef fect ive 30 d a y s af ter a c c o u n t is o p e n e d 6 q u a l i f i e d . 

http://www.iboc.com
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f i r iday MAR 5 

Today is the LAST DAY OF 
CLASSES before midterm recess. 

Suck it up — you can make it a few more 

hours! 

Mark Bevir, member of the Department 

of Politics at the University of Newcastle 

in England, presents a lecture on 

"FOLK PSYCHOLOGY, 
NARRATIVE AND 
HISTORICAL 
I^CPLANATION."The lecture 
begins at 4 p.m. in Fondrfin Library, 

Room 525. 

The BASEBALLteam pjjys 

Dallas Baptist University at 7 p.m. at 

Cameron Field. 

Saturday MAR 6 

The BASEBALL team plays 

Dallas Baptist University at 2 p.m. at 

Cameron Field. 

monday MAR 8 
ins SPRING RECESS 

today. Enjoy, enjoy! You've made it half 

way through the semester. 

Wednesday M A R I O 

Love, love, love. The WOMEN'S 
TENNIS team tackles North 

Carolina University at 1 p.m. in Jake 

Hess Tennis Stadium. 

friday MAR 1 2 

Before you take off for Mexico, come 

watch the WOMEN'S 
TENNIS team play Florida State 

University at 11 a.m. in Jake Hess Tennis 

Stadium. 

Come watch some young track stars in 

the making. The men> outdoor track and 

field team hosts the RICE HIGH 
SCHOOL INVITATIONAL 
in the Track Stadium beginning at 8 a.m. 

This event will continue Saturday. 

S u n d a y MAR 14 

The WOMEN'S TENNIS 
team plays Tulane University at noon in 

Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Just back from break and scrounging for 

food? The STUDENT 
CENTER REOPENS 
tonight at 6 p.m. Stop by for food from 

Sammy's and fresh coffee from the 

Coffeehouse. 

monday 
N ^ U J V J A J R L S , 

ORGANIST JIAN GUANG 
S H I presents a doctoral recital at 7:30 

p.m. in the Edythe Bates Old Recital Hall 

and Grand Organ in Alice Pratt Brown 

Hall. He will play the music of J.S. Bach, 

Franck and Vierne. Admission is free, but 

seating is limited. For tickets, call (713) 

527-4933. 

TENOR DAVID RAY 
presents a master's recital at 5:45 p.m. 

in Duncan Recital Hall, He will sing the 

music of Bellini, R. Strauss and Liszt. 

Admission is free. 

tuesday MAR 1 6 

PRESIDENTS 
LECTURE SERIES presents 

a lecture by Princeton University 

Professor of American History James 

McPherson. His lecture, entitled "Drawn 

with the Sword: Reflections on the 

American Civil War," begins at 8 p.m. in 

the Grand Hall in the Student Center. 

Seating opens at 7 p.m., and admission 

is free. A special student section is 

reserved — passes may be obtained in 

the Student Organizations office on the 

second floor of the Ley Student Center. 

Wednesday MAR 1 7 

Lovett College presents Edward Albee's 

shocking drama W / i / O ' t S 

AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WQOLF?« 
8 p.m. in the Lovett Commons. Tickets 

are $4 with Rice ID and $5 without. For 

FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1999 ^ 19 

Calendar 
reservations, call (713) 521-PLAY or 

send e-mail to jborck@rice.edu. 

COMPOSER BRAM 
BARKER presents a master's 

recital of new works for flute, 

vibraphone, harp, solo piano and string 

ensemble. The performance begins at 

5:30 p.m. in Duncan Recital Hall. 

Admission is free. 

thursday MAR 1 8 

Hungry? The Rice Program Council 

sponsors an ALL-YOU-CAN-
EAT BUFFETln the Gran<l 

Hall in the Student Center. 

Coffee, dessert and music. Will Rice 

College presents T ^ 1 7 Q Q T ? 1 ? T 

ON BROADWAY* 
musical revue featuring scenes from 

Broadway musicals including Les 

Miserables, Phantom of the Opera, Wesf 

Side Story, My Fair Lady and The Sound 

of Music. The performance begins at 8 

p.m. in the Will Rice Commons. Tickets 

are $5, and coffee and dessert will be 

served. 

Interested in the extreme? Lovett 

College presents Edward Albee's chilling 

drama WHO'S AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WOOLF? at s p.m. 
in the Lovett Commons. Tickets are $4 

with Rice ID and $5 without. For 

reservations, call (713) 521-PLAY or 

send e-mail to jborck@rice.edu. 

friday 

Yummy dessert and yummy performers 

as well. Will Rice College presents 

DESSERTON 
ADWAY a m u s i c a l revue 

featuring solos, duets and ensembles 

from Broadway musicals. The 

performance begins at 8 p.m. in the Will 

Rice Commons. Tickets are $5, and 

dessert and coffee will be served. 

SHEPHERD 
SCHOOL CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRAunder ,he 

direction of Larry Rachleff and Edward 

Applebaum, presents a concert of new 

music by Boulez, Crockett and Gorecki.at 

8 p.m. in Stude Concert Hall. Admission 

is free. 

Lovett College presents the drama 

WHO'S AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WOOLF?** 
p.m. in the Lovett Commons. Tickets are 

$4 with Rice ID and $5 without. For 

reservations, call (713) 521-PLAY or 

send e-mail to jborck@rice.edu. 

SOPHOMORES, DECLARE 
YOUR MAJORS! Pick up forms 

in the Registrar's Office and visit the 

department of your choice. 

Calendar submit items: 

MAR 19 
The MEN'S TENNISteam 

hosts the Rice Invitational all day in Jake 

Hess Tennis Stadium today through 

March 21. 

• . by CAMPUS MAIL to Amy 
Krivohlavek, Calendar Editor, The Rice 
Thresher, MS524. 

- by F A X to Amy Krivohlavek. Calendar 
Editor, (713) 285-5238. 

• by 
E-MAIL^0

 amykrivo@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activit ies Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 
The D E A D L I N E for all items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

LEADERSHIP RICE SUMMER MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

C H E C K IT O U T . 

A C C E P T I N G A P P L I C A T I O N S U N T I L M A R C H 1 6 T H 

A P P L I C A T I O N S A V A I L A B L E A T H T T P : / / W W W . R I C E . E D U / L E A D E R S H I P / 

HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL WASHINGTON D C 

SENIORS! 
Turn in your senior card forms now! The deadline is March 15th! 

Questions? Contact your friendly College Editor: 

Baker - Dane Christensen 

Brown - Kevin Graham, Shalini Jain 

Hanszen - Archana Sing 

Jones - Linda Fernandezlopez 

Lovett - Kim Firestone, Karin Pearl 

Sid Rich - Daniel Attaway, Jean Healey 

Wiess - Christie Gross, Hilary Schaffer, Sofia Westblom 

Will Rice - Crystal Clarke, Juliet Bui 

mailto:jborck@rice.edu
mailto:jborck@rice.edu
mailto:jborck@rice.edu
mailto:amykrivo@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/leadership/
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_ _ 
Oontmyourm 

- ' ' ' ^ ^ _ -

N o m l n a t e ^ f ^ i^^udentfor thi. pvstigiouthonor. S«nd J 
» m M t o i M o N i M f t o f o g j N i * »nd • 
few words about the .1 

Would you trust these men 
with your best china? misclass 

Friends got 
BLAMED for 

$10,000 Worth 
ofDtwiflfle 

l l l f l " 
this 

T-Shirt! 

Brown College seniors Paul Boyer (top left) and James Parker were accused of 

burning down the Brown masters' house, killing their college president and drinking 

beer and other distilled spirits on a school night. They also allegedly broke stuff. 

Guilty or not, they were fined $500. In an effort to raise the money, they printed 

this T-shirt. They have just 15 shirts left to sell before reaching their goal. 

"I feel like a porn star, and I feel 
good." 
— Jones sophomore, in his Archi-
Arts costume. 

Family-style misclass: 
"I've never had sex without a 
condom." 
— Jones freshman. 

'Two girls and a gimp." 
"I think that's the name of a porn 
video." 
"Gimps are popular in porn." 
— More deranged Thresher office 
banter. 

"We need a commutator, not to be 
confused with a communis^er a 
commentator." 
— Dr. Wise, ELEC 242. 

"I've never had sex with a con-
dom." 
— Same freshman. 
And you never will. You go to Rice. 

"The Thresher is going downhill." 
— Eciitrix in Chief-elect Mariel 
Tam. 

"I'd like an extra-large Jones 
Dick." 
"One extra-large Jones Dick 
coming right up." 
— Overheard in Jones commons 
during Beer-Bike T-shirt orders. 
Oh, I get it. "Dick" is a phallic 
euphemism. How cleverly have you 
intertwined fifth-grade sexuality 
with the kind of erectile metaphor 
only English profs could dream up. 

"So you see, we take the pre-image 
of the pre-image of the pre-image, 
and this guarantees that we end up 
in the pre-image of the pre-image." 
— Dr. Lydia Kavraki. 

"What is holonomic? Holonomic is 
anything that is not non-
holonomic." 
— Dr. Lydia Kavraki. 

"We're going to'attack you, but not 
in a nasty way." 
— Dr. Mitchell. 

"The Thresher is just going down.' 
— Naughty, bald Thresher sports 
editor in response. 

"I bet there are hundreds of teams 
across the country that call 
themselves 'the Nads'just so they 
can say, 'Go Nads!"' 
— Hanszen sophomore. 
No. There aren't. 

"I'm trying to teach you all how to 
do physics, but I could just be 
beating myself over the head with 
a tire iron." 
— Dr. Pattanayak, PHYS 102. 

"Mobsters are people too." 
— Browning, HUMA 102. 

"And that's why we have 
'Baywatch' in small villages in 
Southeast Asia." 
— Dr. Pattanayak, PHYS 101, 
explaining orbits and curvature of 
the earth. 

"How do 1 get him to quit 
spamming me?" 
"Just write him a little message 
telling him to stop it — then send 
it a few times." 
— Overheard behind Fondren. 

"If your shampoo isn't buffered, 
you have a bad hair day. Now, if 
you're not buffered, you die." 
— Dr. Class, CHEM 122. * 

"Couldn't we just redefine 3.14 to 
3.14159?" 
— Typical Rice person to Dr. 
Barland. 

"Nowadays, you can't even 
compile 'Hello World' into 48k." 
— John Greiner. 

"Clearly, you'd be insane to want 
to do so." 
— Dr. Barland, COMP 210 in 
response to the above nonsense. 

First Sid, next SA President 
Pete Irot in 2000 classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

PERSONAL/ADMINISTRATIVE 
assistant: Trustworthy, organized as-
sistant needed for home and office 
projects for harried woman M.D. 
Near Buffalo Speedway-Holcombe. 
Flexible hrs. $6.50/hr. Fax info to 
(713) 796-8287. 

P / T MOTHER'S Helper needed; 
Experience with babies a must; Very 
flexible hours; Pay depends on ex-
perience; transportation needed; 
West Houston. Please call Ann. (713) 
339-4753. 

GOOD TESTER? The Princeton 
Review is looking for outgoing, dy-
namic people to teach test-taking 
skills and more! Valuable experi-
ence, flexible hours. Starts at $13/ 
hr. Call (713) 688-5500. 

HIRING PART-time web designers 
and programmers. Send URLs of 
work samples to martha 
@digitalcentric.com, (281) 481-3104. 

RESTAURANT HIRING — The 
Raven Grill, 1916 Bissonnet at Haz-
ard. Casual, friendly neighborhood 
restaurant. Now hiring all positions. 
Will work with school schedules. 
Come by and fill out'an application. 

FREE RADIO + $1250! Fundraiser 
open to student groups and organi-
zations. Earn $3-$5 per Visa/MC app. 
We supply all materials at no cost. 
Call for info or visit our website. 
Qualified callers receive a free Baby 
Boom Box. (800) 932-0528 ext. 65. 
www. ocmconcepts. com. 

FOR SALE 
SO SAD, must sell: comfy, off-white 
fuzzy loveseat: $20; round 46" 
kitchen table: $15; size 5-9 women's 
rollerblades: $10; pristine Sony 10-
CD changer, plays through car FM 
radio: $200 obo. Contact Angelique 
at (713) 528-3664 or alia@rice.edu. 

FOR SALE: 1990 Mercury Sable: 
$1,800, or best offer. It's maroon, 
and it runs. It's one-half mile from 
campus. Call Scott at (713) 664-2439 
if you're interested. 

FOR SALE: New king Sealy mat-
tress, box springs, frame. Bought 
$1,100. Make offer to Scott. (713) 
664-2439. 

HOUSING 
SEEKING STUDENT to live in West 
University house. $650 ABP. Five 
blocks from campus. MAY. (713) 
498-3272. 

GARAGE APARTMENT for rent — 
very attractive, quiet, nicely fur-
nished efficiency. All bills paid. Free 
cable. Minutes from campus. Call 
(713) 526-9869; 

SUB LEASE/Housesit. Groovy 1BD 
garage apt and 2 cats. May to Nov. (7 
months). Great for student with low 
income. Very cheap, but must toler-
ate cats. For more info call Cindy. 
(713) 524-3445. 

SPRING BREAK — Beautiful 2BR/ 
2BAcondo across from beach. Fully 
furnished, cable, pool, hot tub. Rates 
- $1200 w k / $175 nt. Call Mr. Speck 
at (281) 584 0711. 

RICE UNIVERSITY/Southampton. 
Efficiency across from Rice in 8-unit 
complex. $355 plus bills. 3-2-2 large 
lower in duplex two blocks from Rice. 
C o m p l e t e l y renovated with 
woodburning fireplace. $1200 plus 
bills. (713) 523-0688. 

NON-SMOKING prof, seeks simi-
lar to share a large 3-bed, 2 bath 
house near Shepherd and Alabama. 
Central A / C , garage. Available 
March 1„ $550/month plus utilities. 
Andrew (713) 529-9206. . 

ATTENTION ALL Students!!! Off-
campus housing is the way to live, 
and at The Villages of Meyerland we 
offer a little bit of style, a lot of class 
and some extra pocket money. Come 
visit us at the Villages at Meyerland 
and receive $250 off your 1st full 
month's rent on all 6 ,9 and 12 month 
leases (with this ad only)! Villages at 
Meyerland, 8900 Chimney Rock, 
Houston , T e x a s , 77096. (713) 
666-2904. www. rent, net/direct/ 
villagesatmeyerland. 

NOTES & NOTICES 
FOUND IN the Thresher office: an 
Eddie Bauer watch. Please contact 
keeper@rice.edu. 

THE AMERICAN Cancer Society is 
having a fund raiser, Relay for Life, 
here on Rice campus (Beer-Bike 
track) April 9&10. We are trying to 
get a team from every college (no 
more than 18 people) to walk, jog, 
run, or crawl, in a relay fashion 
around the track, for 20 hours. There 
will be tons of fun, music, food, and 
games not to mention raising money 
for cancer research. Talk to your 
friends and colleges to get some 
teams together, triciab@rice.edu or 
call 630-8197. 

MISSING ART — PLEASE "BE on 
the lookout" for one of the sculp-
tures from the Museum of Fine Arts 
City-Wide African-American Art ex-
hibit. It's a ceramic statue reddish 
brown in color, and about 14" tall. It 
resembles the Grim Reaper without 
a sickle, or a wizard with robe and 
hood with upward outstretched 
arms. It can be returned to the Stu: 

dent Center Information Desk with 
no questions asked. 

ALL THE cool kids are doing it. 
Send misclass to thresher@rice.edu. 

<Four, breath will be fresher. Just ask 
Ajeet. 

Advertise here. Call Louren 
(713) 527-

35 WORDS/$15 
6,000 Rice Readers 
One Classified Ad 

cs 

Be safe over break 
(so you can come back and buy our beer). 

WILLY'S PUB 
Re-opening Monday, March 15 

mailto:alia@rice.edu
mailto:keeper@rice.edu
mailto:triciab@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu

