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Committee examines 
fundraising options 

by Laura Derr 
THKI -SHI -K S T A I T 

The Student Association has be-
gun an initiative to overhaul the way 
student organizations seek funding. 
A committee of SA, administration 
and student organization members 
met Jan. 21 to address how to con-
solidate funding sources and to iden-
tify available money, 

"It's tough if you're a group look-
ing for money," SA President Bill 
Van Vooren said. "Everybody is tight 
with their money. Everybody wants 
somebody else to give groups their 
money." 

For funding, student organiza-
t ions can p re sen t ly appeal the 
President's Programming Fund, the 
Student Activities Fund, the Rice 
Program Council, the SA and the 
residential colleges. Van Vooren said 
the process of acquiring funds needs 
to be simplified. It is tedious for 
groups to ask multiple sources for 

money, he said. 
"I think there are a lot of students 

out there who don't know where to 
go for money," Hanszen College jun-
ior Amy Tang said. 

The PPF, which has helped spon-
sor such campus activities as the 
sports carnival, Archi-Arts and Diwali 
Night, tends to fund large events in 
which many people can participate, 
Assistant to the Board of Trustees 
and Lovett College Master Connie 
Burke said. The PPF typically does 
not fund individuals or smaller ac-
tivities. 

Burke said the function of the 
PPF parallels that of SA appropria-
tions. 'This is a waste of people-
time. There is too much administra-
tion going on here," she said. 

The committee considered com-
bining PPF and SA funding. "Next 
year for sure I think they should be 
combined," Burke said. "A portion 
of [the money] should go to indi-

See MONEY, Page 7 
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Starting the season on the left foot 
Freshman third baseman Eric Arnold takes a swing during practice Jan. 
22. The Owls, ranked No. 4 in one national poll, open their season 
today in Kissimmee, Fla. They play their first home game Wednesday 
at noon against the University of Texas at San Antonio. 

See Baseball Preview, Pages 11-14 
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Shepherd School graduate student Sandar Ostlund practices in Alice Pratt Brown Halt. 

Music majors'.distribution reconsidered 
by Julie Hollar and Leslie Wren 

k o k t h k t h k i : s h i : k 

Michael Hammond, dean of the 
Shepherd School of Music, recently 
submitted a memo to the Under-
graduate Curriculum Committee 
calling f o r t h a n g e s in the distribu-
tion requirements for music majors. 

The memo comes in response to 
growing conce rns of Shephe rd 
School students and faculty that the 
existing system of requi rements 
impedes students in achieving their 
educational goals and discourages 
talented pre-professional students 
from attending Rice. 

The move for change began last 
fall when Will Rice College sopho-
more Dave Molina and Lovett Col-
lege sophomore Fia Mancini met 
with Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Zenaido Camacho to voice their 
frustration with the academic re-
quirements for music students. 

They then met with Provost David 
Austen, UCC and Religious Studies 
Department Chair Gerald McKenny, 
Hammond and Shepherd School fac-
ulty members to garner supporffor 
revamping the requirements. 

Currently, all music majors must 
fulfill 12 hours of distribution credit 
in each of the three academic groups 
in addition to five semesters of mu-
sic core curriculum classes. 

Six hours of the core classes in 
music history count toward Group I 
unrestricted distribution require-
ments, and do not satisfy the six 
hours of humanities requirements. 

Architecture students have the 
same distribution requirements. 

Jeanne Kierman Fischer, artist 
teacher of piano at the Shepherd 
School, is on the UCC and is push-
ing for changing the requirements. 

Fischer said she believes that cut-
ting two required courses, either 
one each from Groups I and II or two 
from Group III, would giv£ music 
students more freedom. 

'I feel like classes are a 
distraction at this point. 
Shepherd School 
students are really 
trying to specialize. •" 
We know what we want 
to do.' 

— Jake Charkey 
Brown College sophomore 

'They can take courses more 
aligned with what they will be doing 
in the future," she said. "It's not that 
they don't want to take math and 

.science, but they should be offered 
some relief." 

Fischer said there at least needed 
to be a re-evaluation. "The rigors of 
the present situation were figured 
out many years ago," she said, citing 
how the current distibution plan was 
begun only a few years after the 
foundation of the music school. 

"Students choose to come to Rice 

because they want a very broad-
based education," Fischer said, but 
the demands on music students have 
grown with the program itself. 

Hanszen College junior Alda 
Schwonke echoed Fischer 's senti-
ments, but also expressed reserva-
tions about fundamentally altering 
the current distribution scheme. 

"I'm not exactly in favor of get-
ting rid of distribution requirements. 
I chose Rice over other schools be-
cause I wanted a broad education. 
Rice values well-roundedness and it 
is against the ideals of Rice to re-
move distribution," she said. 

Fischer said that although the 
provost is aware of the situation and 
is interested in making changes, no 
one has drawn up a formal proposal. 

"It is very much in the process ... 
very far from any kind of solution," 
she said. In terms of UCC discus-
sions, the issue has been shelved in 
favor of the larger issues of overall 
curriculum change, she also said. 

Shepherd School Student Coun-
cil President Emma Sponaugle, a 
Jones College senior,, said modify-
ing the distribution requirements of 
music majors is necessary. 

"It is really difficult to maintain a 
balance between the high-profile 
music school and academic univer-
sity standing," Sponaugle said. 

Molina says the situation is espe-
cially hard on music students be-
cause they, like the rest of the Rice 
student body, did well in high school 
and want to do well here academi-
cally. 

Brown College sophomore Jake 
See SHEPHERD , Page 7 

SA dissolves club, questions legitimacy 
by Usman Baber 

I HKKSHKK l U H T O R I A l . S T A I T 

After losing two of its three stu-
dent members last week, Houston 
Community Pubishing Lectures and 
Forums ceased to be a registered 
student organization and was effec-
tively dissolved by the Student As-
sociation Senate at its meeting Mon-
day night. 

The SA Senate's decision also re-
flected questions about the club's 
legitimacy as one of the thre? listed 
student contacts on the club's con-
stitution, Wiess College sophomore 

Marisa Levy, said she never agreed 
to be a student contact or an officer. 

SA President Bill Van Vooren said 
the club's constitution presented to 
the senate at the club's approval 
meeting had been invalid. 

' T h e constitution you presented 
to the SA Senate was false, and there-
fore the club is illegitimate. It should 
be dissolved, with the provision that 
fliers can be hung to recruit mem-
bers," he said. 

Students interested in reforming 
the organization are still allowed to 
post fliers around campus and have 
until March 1 to organize and present 

the SA Senate with a valid constitu-
tion. 

Marc Levin, editor and publisher 
of The Houston Review ancnhe prin-
cipal organizer of HCPLF, said he 
had hoped the SA could have al-
lowed the club to remain intact and 
have time to reorganize without hav-
ing to start over. 

'The club never did anything 
wrong and was not fraudulent," Levin 
said. 

Others, however, disagreed with 
Levin's assertion, saying he used 
the club to gain access to university 

See HCPLF, Page 8 
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Faculty examines 
distribution 

After rejecting the "Ways of 
Knowing," the Undergraduate 
Curriculum Committee met to 
discuss alternative reforms. 

Rather than promote sweep-
ing reforms, this meeting fo-
cused on individual problems 
with the curriculum. 

One topic of debatewas what 
the distribution statiiW|f a class 
is based on. 

See Story. Page 7 
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Friday 
Rain,57-63 degrees 
Saturday 
Showers and sun. 42-59 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 37 60 degrees 
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DR. Ra-nonaLg... oaviD c h i e n 

Distribution requirements 
benefit students 

Some faculty members and students in the Shepherd 
School of Music are working to reduce the number of 
courses required for music majors to satisfy university 
distribution. 

That might make life easier for Shepherd School stu-
dents. But it would be very bad for the university, and, in the 
end, it would prove bad for the music majors as well. 

Rice at its best is a combination of rigorous and well-
respected specialized programs with the breadth of a liberal 
arts education. This is the university for engineers who want 
to act, physicists who are interested in journalism and, yes, 
music majors who might happen to like political science. 
That's the point of distribution: It makes students pursue 
wider interests. 

The hard truth is that, while students might know what 
they want to do now, no one can say for sure whether their 
interests will last. This is another main purpose of distribu-
tion: It forces students to diversify their educations (and 
thus themselves), even if at the expense of free will. 

Say 10 years down the road, a music major decides to put 
down her viola for good — those economics classes she had 
to take for distribution might really come in handy. 

And what if somebody isn't interested in that? Well, there 
are plenty of excellent music conservatories without such 
requirements. •--> 

So we say: no special treatment. Not for music majors. 
Nor for chemical engineering majors, or athletes, Or archi-
tecture majors, or any of the other overworked groups that 
aren't asking for it. That's not the point of coming to this 
university. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Too many elections, 
too much democracy 

Last February, we wrote in this space that there were too 
many elected student positions at Rice. Nothing has changed 
since then. Now, we know that no change now could affect 
what officers are elected this year. But we fear that if the 
Student Association Senate does not-act soon, these valu-
able changes will not able to take effect in time for the 2000 
elections. Because of that, we decided to raise the issue 
again. 

This campus suffers from a glut of democracy. Between 
Feb. 19 and Feb. 24, the student body will have the privilege 
of electing no fewer than 34 positions across campus, includ-
ing Student Association president, University Court sopho-
more representative, even Rice Program Council treasurer. 

In theory, the logic for this mass of elections is sound-— 
if an organization receives student blanket tax money, then 
students should be able to maintain control over those 
organizations. In practice, however, this system compels 
mostly indifferent students to vote in elections and to as-
sume an uninformed preference as to the winner. 

The Thresher does not oppose democracy, but — as any 
political science student can tell you — democracy only 
functions correctly when the electorate is educated. 

Blurbs are an insufficient method of informing the voting 
public on who best can fill the job of Rice Student Volunteer 
Program Secretary, and expecting any student to inform 
herself about the candidates for this and 33 other positions 
is expecting too much. It's not that positions such as these 
are unimportant; they are, in fact, too important to be 
determined by those whose only knowledge of the candi-
date comes from two paragraphs and an unflattering pic-
ture. 

Vtie believe in electing each of the officers of the SA. Every 
student is a member of the SA and has the right to determine 
its representative officers. But the student body should elect 
only the chairpersons of RSVP and RPC, not every officer. 
Let the chair anjiihe other members of those organizations 
decide who is the most qualified to staff their administra-
tions. 

Levin disputes article 
To the editor: 

Houston Community Publishing 
Lectures and Forums, a campus 
group approved by the Student As-
sociation in October, has sponsored 
two free educational lectures at Rice. 
One was by an Ivy League professor 
who is editor of the Oxford Encyclo-
pedia on the Enlightenment, and the 
other was by a rabbi who was the 
sole religious leader chosen to inau-
gurate the current session of Con-
gress. Remarkably, this commit-
ment to stimulating intellectual dis-
cussion on campus evoked the ire of 
some at the Thresher. 

Marisa Levy, Arts and Entertain-
ment editor for the Thresher, said in 
an article in last week's Thresher 
("Club's eligibility, origin ques-
tioned," Jan. 22) that she did not 
consent to be signed up as a mem-
ber of HCPLF. In fact, she sent me 
an e-mail of undisputed authenticity 
on Oct. 13, 1998, saying "sure, it is 
fine if you sign me up" in response to 
my message asking her if she would 
be willing to be an officially listed 
member for the campus group at 
Rice. By denying her own words, 
Levy lied to the Thresher and misled 
the Rice community. 

In fact, Levy could have simply 
walked in to the Student Organiza-
tions Office and removed herself 
from the group once she changed 
her mind. No student was forced, or 
could be forced, to be part of this 
campus group. 

When I spoke to Thresher Editor 
in Chief Brian Stoler before the is-
sue went to press, he mentioned 
nothing of Levy's accusation. He 
asked only a few trivial questions 
about the dates of lectures and did 
not even tell me he was writing a 
story, let alone one that included 
such serious allegations. This vio-
lates basic fairness and journalistic 
ethics, both of which require giving 
the accused a chance to respond. In 
this case, doing so would have al-
lowed the Thresher to avoid promi-
nently printing false and potentially 
libelous allegations. 

Having said that, I am gratified 
that Stoler agreed to meet with me, 
recognized the Threher's error and 
is running a correction in addition to 
this letter. 

I cannot understand why anyone 
would resent the fact that, in addi-
tion to sponsoring educational 
speeches at Rice, HCPLF informs 
students about opportunities avail-
able at the Houston Review, a non-
profit newspaper which enables stu-
dents to have their work read by not 
just the Rice campus, but the entire 
Houston community. 

I have already heard from many 
genuinely interested Rice students 
in just the past few days, so we are 
not going to let a scurrilous attack 
stop us from our mission of enrich-

ing the intellectual discussion on 
campus. 

Marc Levin 
Publisher, Houston Review 

Column misses issue 
To the editor: 

I disagree with Zach Bonig's po-
sition on tenure ( 'Tenure for profes-
sors no necessary," Jan. 22). In ar-
guing against it, he neglects one of 
the greatest advantages to the ten-
ure system — the attraction of intel-
lectuals to the profession itself. 
Bonig draws a direct comparison 
between academia and the real 
world. In the real world, he argues, 
''•an employer can fire an employee 
for any reason and is not required to 
even give a reason." This is not le-
gally true, but even if it were, it 
would not justify a similar treatment 
of professors in academia. 

Professors are some of the great-
est minds in the world. The amount 
of study and dedication required to 
reach such a point in education is 
beyond admirable. Such intellectu-
als would have little problem suc-
ceeding in a "real world" career and 
making much more money than they 
do now. What, then, could possibly 
influence a person to pursue such a 
competitive job with so little eco-
nomic rewards? Certainly intrinsic 
considerations, such as the satisfac-
tion of teaching or research, play a 
part. Surely, though, the prospect of 
tenure could be a deciding factor to 
the young Rice student questioning 
the road of the corporate environ-
ment, where a man who has given 
30 years to a company has no guar-
antee of employment tomorrow. 

A university is not "first and fore-
most, a business." Ex-employees do 
not donate millions to their old busi-
nesses; businesses do not give their 
customers 70-percent discounts to 
reflect financial need. Not all acts of 
a university are sound practices for 
a business. Tenure is a necessary 
institution to keep the quality of edu-
cators in all universities as high as 
possible. 

Aaron Martz 
Brown freshmen 

In defense of tenure 
To the editor: 

I would like to thank the Thresher 
for another inflammatory column 
based on irrelevant information and 
incorrect assumptions. 

Zach Bonig's argument that ten-
ure "no longer has any purpose" is 
flawed in principle and reason ('Ten-
ure for professors not necessary," 
Jan. 22). Most obviously, there is no 
guarantee that present attitudes dis-
daining termination of a professor 
for unpopular opinions will continue. 
Protective measures do not lose 

value because threats are in submis-
sion. 

Furthermore, Bonig's statement 
that any given professor is "only the 
best at the time he is granted ten-
ure" is simply incorrect. The vol-
ume of material and experience re-
quired by their disciplines ensure 
that humanities and social science 
professors improve with age. As for 
math and science professors, it is 
conceivable that they may make 
their most revolutionary discover-
ies in their early years, but their 
teaching value increases with age. 

By nature, a "threat of job loss" 
will not improve per formance ; 
rather, it will coerce professors into 
producing quick "results," whether 
they are worthwhile or not. More-
over, an impending threat will foster 
infighting and backstabbing among 
professors to make sure that some-
one else gets fired first. 

All these flawed arguments pale, 
however, in comparison with the 
assertion that "the university is, first 
and foremost, a.business." 

The last thing that any institute 
See POLICY, Page 4 
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News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first class 
mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu


THE RICE THRESHER OPINION FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 1999 

moo moo MOO 

Rice education not just a means to an end 
I screwed up. Last semes te r , 
even t hough I was taking the fewest 
h o u r s of all my semes te r s , I tu rned 
in my worst academic per-
fo rmance to date. And it's 
not my g r a d e s that a re 
bo ther ing me, b e c a u s e 1 
only i n f r e q u e n t l y even 
look at my repor t card . 
What bo the r s m e is that I 
forgot, at s o m e point, why 
I was he re . 

But why am I he re? And 
why are you? 1 mus t admit 
that an academic educa-
tion was.second on my list 
of goals for going to col lege (four 
years of excess ive f r e e d o m took 
first), but I know for most people it's 
first (or second b e c a u s e they ag ree 
with my first goal). Or at least that ' s 
what they say. 

Because I don' t think that is the 
goal for most s t u d e n t s anymore . 
College was once about h igher learn-
ing, but in today 's world a col lege 

Zach 
Bonig 

d e g r e e is a lmost a requ i rement for 
mos t of t h e job world. And so, for 
most s tudents , I think college has 

b e c o m e about the job af-
te rward ra the r than the 
educat ion today. 

Which is not necessar-
ily a bad thing. But most 
col leges are going to have 
to dec ide in the next few 
years what type of student 
they will ca ter to, the ca-
ree r -minded s tudent or 
the academically minded 
one. 

Let m e explain. A stu-
dent h e r e is t rying to get a deg ree in 
mechanical engineer ing . He has few 
oppor tuni t ies to take non-engineer-
ing courses , and h e ha s to use many 
of those opportuni t ies to finish his 
distribution requirements , which are 
in place b e c a u s e this university is 
based on the more academic belief 
that a s tudent should get a well-
rounded educat ion. 

On the o ther hand , many stu-
den t s like myself a re taking a wide 
range of c lasses and are h e r e to get 
the traditional educat ion (well, with 
a few c h a n g e s — few learn Greek 
and Latin anymore) . But in many 
cases the only way for that type of 
educat ion to achieve recognition is 
to take it t h rough the mas te r ' s or 
doctorate route. T h e bachelor of arts 
doesn ' t cut it anymore . 

1 wonder if maybe we need to 
have a vocational system in this coun-
try. Save the initial negative response 
to what ' s traditionally cons idered a 
lesser education, the positive effects 
for both types of s tuden t s are im-
mense . Career- track s tudents — 1 
only use that t e rm for lack of a be t ter 
one — can get the education that 
they are in search of without the 
extras, and academic track s tudents 
can once again receive s o m e real 
recognition for their study as well. 

Zach Bonig is a Lovett College senior. 

Nothin 'for Al 

Israeli spy deserves contempt, not clemency 
In American his tory the re have 
been a n u m b e r of p rominen t cases 
of e s p i o n a g e aga ins t t h e Uni ted 
States, especially dur ing the Cold 
War . In m o s t of t h o s e 
cases, t he count ry be ing 
spied for was the Soviet 
Union, and the impor tant 
quest ion in the case was 
w h e t h e r the accused was 
guilty. 

T h e J o n a t h a n Pollard 
case may seem different 
because h e was spying for 
our ally Israel and b e c a u s e 
h e has confessed . 

Esp ionage is an area in 
which it is difficult to make ethical 
j udgment s . It is an accepted fact that 
g o v e r n m e n t s have spies in o the r 
countr ies , and the rules of the g a m e 
are not subject to public debate . T h e 
ethical line is c r o s s e d , however , 
when one be t rays his own country 
in e x c h a n g e for ano the r count ry ' s 

Todd 
Makse 

money. In this regard , Pollard is no 
different than his nefar ious prede-
cessors . Yet Israeli President Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and various hu-

man r i g h t s g r o u p s a re 
p r e s su r ing Pres ident Bill 
C l i n t o n to c o m m u t e 
Pol lard 's life sentence . 

Accord ing to the intel-
l igence communi ty , Pol-
lard r a n k s h igh a m o n g 
spies in t e r m s of the dam-
age his t reachery did. He 
stole e n o u g h confidential 
d o c u m e n t s to fill a room 
and passed on more than 
1 ,500 da i ly m e s s a g e s 

about ongoing intelligence missions. 
He also stole a top-secret manual of 
radio f r equenc ie s and information 
on American satellites. Finally, there 
is evidence that h e was in contact 
with ano the r traitor, whose identity 
he ha s r e fused to reveal. 

T h e d a m a g e done is not simply 

limited to the fact that Israel received 
this information. First of all, intelli-
gence policy requ i res d a m a g e con-
trol af ter information is compro-
mised, even if it h a s only been com-
promised to an ally. In this case, the 
damage control cost millions, per-
haps even billions of dollars. Sec-
ond, the re is evidence that the infor-
mation did not stay in friendly h a n d s 
because Israeli intell igence passed 
documen t s on to the Soviet Union. 

If his c r imes were not reason 
enough to deny him clemency, Pol-
lard has provided fu r the r reasons. 
Although he pleaded guilty, the re is 
evidence that he cont inued to pass 
information after h e was jailed be-
cause of his photographic memory. 

He has also been on television, 
making d e m a n d s and pleading his 
case as if h e were a political pris-
oner. He talks about wanting to "go 
home" to Israel, but he was an Ameri-

See S P Y . Page 5 

These are play-pretend sticks and stones, Alia 

Living an adult's life before reaching 21 
I t ' s m y last s emes t e r , and that 
p leases me. I th ink be ing so close to 
g r a d u a t i n g h a s finally killed my 
senioritis. 

But the t e rm senioritis 
— it technical ly m e a n s 
" i n f l a m m a t i o n of t h e 
senior." H m m , tha t ' s iffy. 

Heck, I'll go for it any-
way. I won't say that I'll 
buy it, because for the first 
t ime in my life, I'm shor t 
on cash . Don' t m a k e the 
mis take of th ink ing I 'm 
loaded, t hough . It 's just 
that so many p laces take 
plastic that my wallet run-
ning on empty h a s never been an 
issue. And I don ' t have fr iends, re-
ally, so I never do fun th ings like 
eat ing out, w h e r e I'd have to put 
down my sha re of the tab in dollar 
bills. Also, before Monday, I couldn't 
regularly buy alcoholic beve rages 
myself, which saved m e a bundle . 

When I was in Breckenr idge over 
the break, in F®rt Wor th last sum-
mer and in Wash ing ton , D.C., be-
fore that, I was able to buy d r inks 
virtually anywhere . Places in Hous-
ton s eem to card enthusiast ical ly, 
however . In D.C. and Fort Wor th , 
the average dr ink cost be tween $5 
and $6.50. In Breck, the mos t I paid 
for a single dr ink was $2.50, and that 
included all sor tsof yummies : screw-

. drivers, amare t to sours , gin and ton-
ics, muds l ides , h o u s e wine, what-
ever. And if I d r a n k beer , I could 
have got ten 25-cent b e e r s dur ing 
happy hour , too. But I don't , so I 
didn't. 

Being 21 h a s also helped slay my 

Angelique 
Siy 

senioritis. Wlien I was in high school 
— ahem — when I was in h jgh school 
in Beaumont, Texas — things were 
m u c h worse . 

T h e r e , the mall was not 
excit ing. Here I can watch 
p e o p l e in S h a r p s t o w n , 
M e m o r i a l City and t h e 
Galleria. T h e Galleria's the 
mos t fun, because inside 
and out, t he re are lots of 
people who act like Hillary 
B a n k s f rom ' T h e F resh 
Pr ince of Bel Air" (except 
t hey ' r e white) and even 
m o r e of t h e m w h o try 
t r emendous ly hard to. In 

Sharps town and Memoria l City, I 
can instead watch the people who 
suppor t s h o w s like "Fresh Prince". 
Tha t ' s m u c h less exciting, because 
t he r e a re so many more of those 
k inds of people a round in the first 
place. Second, they ' re easier to like 
and less fun to mock . 

W h e n I was in Beaumont , there 
weren' t many 24-hour places around, 
ei ther . Wal-mart and Kmart weren ' t 
good for a 4 a.m. shopping urge 
dur ing the reign of Ronald Reagan. 
And the selection of res taurants open 
af ter B e a u m o n t ' s then-newly estab-
lished cur few for t e ens was limited 
to Denny 's , t he Waffle House and 
I H O P — no Taco Cabana or House 
of Pies t he r e and then . But here , 
t he re ' s pret ty good fare available: 
r a n d o m taquer ias , Greek , Cajun, 
b u r g e r s and even tat too parlors , 
which will s o m e t i m e s have food on 
the menu . 

I r e m e m b e r walking around one 
evening in the Mont rose area, and 

one of the vintage clothing thrift 
s to res (one of those that 's a con-
verted bungalow house) had its door 
partly ajar. I g u e s s if I hadn't knocked 
and awakened the owner to ask if 
the shop really was open, I could 
have done s o m e browsing. I might 
have bough t s o m e t h i n g m a d e of 

See LIFE, Page 5 
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Identity of university lies 
in its tradition and debate 
It's amazing how many stu-
den ts really don' t have a clue as 
to how a university works. 

1 was reminded of th is last 
week when Zach Bonig 
took the space next to 
mine to d e n o u n c e ten-
ure. 

T h e McCar thy era 
is over, he said, and no 
university professor is 
going to be fired for his 
opinions. 

1 wish I could ag ree 
with him. But the re a re 
probably qui te a few 
professors at Rice who 
might have been fired 
long ago if it were no! for tenure . 
And it's not because they are bad 
teachers , j u s t as in the bus ines s 
world, no faculty m e m b e r would 
be fired for incompetence . 

An aside: I am sick and tired of 
people who say that g o v e r n m e n t 
or academia should be more effi-
cient, like private en terpr i se . 1 
have known e n o u g h people who 
worked in large c o m p a n i e s to 
know that they are not necessar-
ily efficient. 

Yes, companies fire people and 
reorganize f requent ly . But the 
firings are general ly based on 
seniority or position, not abili-
ties, and the reorganizat ion fre-
quently takes so m u c h effort to 
implement that it can m a k e the 
c o m p a n y l e s s p r o d u c t i v e . It 
s e e m s to m e that efficiency is 
based mainly on the size of an 
organization. 

Back to the point, t h o u g h . 
T h e r e ' s plenty of politics in a uni-
versity. It's just not about Demo-
crats and Republicans; it's about 
feminism, postcoloniaUsm, mod-
ernism and the traditional canon. 
It's about approaches in physics 
and theor ies in social sc iences . 

D e a n s and depa r tmen t cha i r s 
may have their own opinions on 
these sor ts of things, and often 
they'd love to mold the i r depart-
men t s around those, but t enure 
makes that difficult. It forces the 
new th inkers to coexist with the 
old-fashioned types. Hopefully, 
that makes for a be t t e r intellec-
tual envi ronment . 

A university is, « s it ought to 
be, a conserva t ive ins t i tu t ion. 
W h e r e a c o m p a n y m a y t u r n 
around f rom quar t e r . to qua r t e r 
or revamp its product line f rom 
month to m o n t h , a univers i ty 
changes in years or even decades . 

It's hard for s tuden t s to see 

Christof 
Spieler 

that, of course . We c o m e and go 
in four or five (or, in my case, six) 
years . F rom what we see . the 
universi ty is t h e r e for us. But 

tha t ' s not quite true. A 
university is also a place 
of schola rsh ip and re-
search , a place that pre-
serves the past and tries 
to u n d e r s t a n d t h e 
world. T h o s e a re slow, 
methodica l p rocesses , 
the k inds of th ings the 
bus iness world — like 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s — has 
no pat ience for. 

It's a very peculiar 
kind of institution, re-

ally, full of t radit ions and nuances 
and contradic t ions . And like any 
institution, it 's constantly being 
ques t ioned. ' I l le re are deba tes 
and d i s c u s s i o n s about t enure , 
binge dr inking, fraterni t ies , gen-
der s tudies, about g r a d e inflation 
and many m o r e topics. 

I was always been a bit exas-
perated with these , f o me, the 
answer s s e e m e d simple. But 1 
was wrong, and it took me quite a 
while to realize it. 

I read a wonder fu l book over 
break , and suddenly a lot of this 
s tar ted to m a k e sense . T h e book 
is Alma Mater, written by P. F. 
Kluge, a writer and vhriting lec-
turer at Kenyon College in Ohio. 
It's a yea r at Kenyon f rom his 
viewpoint, but it really e n d s up 
be ing about the American uni-
versity. All t h o s e d e b a t e s and 
many more a re in there , written 
in a thought -provoking and quite 
h u m o r o u s way. I may sound a bit 
too enthus ias t ic he re , but I mean 
it. Th i s is a g rea t book. 

Reading it, 1 was le f t with more 
q u e s t i o n s t h a n a n s w e r s — 
enough ques t ions to 1111 ano the r 
few co lumns . Grading, for ex-
ample: What h a s h a p p e n e d to 
m a k e most all of the g rad ing 
curve exist be tween A and B? 
Can s t uden t s expect As? Is the 
f acu l ty b e i n g t o o e a s y ? And 
are g r a d e s really meaningful at 
all? 

I can' t claim to have the an-
swers, which probably means that 
it's worth talking about . And stu-
den t s have a r ightful place in 
those d iscuss ions . It's up to us to 
claim that place. 

Christof Spieler (Sid '97) is design 
consultant and a graduate student 
in civil engineering. He can be 
reached at spieler@rice.edu. 
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Try this column 

In memory of the third shower from the wall 
Those bastards killed my 
shower. 

For those of you who don't 
know me, I'm about 6 foot 7 
inches. Before I came 
to college, it had been 
years since a shower 
effortlessly touched the 
top of my head. Show-
e r s were awkward, 
weak, bothersome, a 
chore . I thought I 
was doomed to an ex-
istence of unfullfilling 
bathing. 

Then 1 met her. 
It was my freshman 

year. I,had just finished working 
out at the Rice gym for the first 
time. She was the third shower 
from the wall. 

When I .first turned her on, I 
jumped back in surprise. Water 
spurted out from her in every 
possible direction; it was a tumul-
tuous, tempestuous surge of 
spray that hit two walls and jetted 
into the stall behind me. I reached 
my hand out to test the waters 
and then stepped into the great-
est shower of my life. 

What followed was a year of 
bathtime bliss. Daily I would head 
off to the gym, eager to work out, 
all the time looking forward to 
the ecstacy that would follow. 

At last, my workout over, I'd 
undress'excitedly, hurry to my 
shower and enter our world of 
sensual wonder. While in my 
shower, water caresses my en-
tire body, from the hair on my 
head to my toes. Reaching out 
with my hands, I find only shower. 

Even if 10 octogenarian pro-
fessors were scraping the dead 
skin from their withered, naked 
bodies all around me, I wouldn't 
mind. I was in my shower. 

Inside her sphere of shower, 
all things are possible. She can 
hit you across the nose, or she 
can caress every indh of your 
being. She can be cold as night or 
warm as your mother's womb. 

When they invented the 
phrases "shower with kisses" and 

Gordon 
Wittick 

"shower with love," this is the 
shower they were talking about. 

Putting my face close to her 
nozzle was a rush that pulsed and 

tingled all over, making 
me forget all my troubles. 
The head-to-toe full skin 
massage of her powerful 
jets produced a warm, 
mystical feeling of spiri-
tual connectedness not 
unlike sex, only more so. 
When I'm in my shower, 
the world melts away. I 
hear only shower, feel 
only shower, am only 
shower. 

T h r o u g h o u t college, this 
shower was there for me, through 
the good and the bad. Last Sep-
tember when my girlfriend broke 
up with me and the guinea pig I 
had raised frbm a piglet diecyn 
my arms and nothing was going 
right, the warmth of my shower 
was all there was to convince me 
that somehow there still existed 
an unbreakable thread of love 
inherent in the universe. 

Then , coming back from 
break, I finished my workout and 
walked into the shower. I turned 
it on and a thin, weak, disgusting 
trail of water fell to the floor. 

The head-to-toe full 
skin massage of her 

powerful jets 
produced a warm, 
mystical feeling of 

spiritual 
connectedness, not 

unlike sex, only 
more so. 

They had fixed her. They had 
lobotomized her. They took my 

once-perfect shower and turned 
her into a shabby copy of every 
other shower. Only a weak stray 
trickle remained as a reminder of 
the formerly grand streams of 
powerful water that flowed from 
her mighty head. 

I felt like the Indian at the end 
of "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest." I was close to tears. I 
wanted to lash out. I wanted to 
grab a hammer and somehow 
bust in the shower head so that 
my shower could be like it had 
been before, or maybe just bust 
in the head of the guy who had 
fixed it. 

I finally ended up showering 
in the corner, under another 
nozzle that sprayed water down, 
just like all the others. But no 
matter how much soap I used, I 
still felt dirty afterwards. 

I never saw anybody use her. 
I don't know if anyone even knew 
she was there. I complained to 
the gym manager, but he only 
laughed at me. I alone mourn the 
passing of the greatest treasure 
Rice never knew it had. 

This is why I don't trust the 
administration, why I fear its ev-
ery decision to "fix" something. 
The Rice administration may look 
at something like the Physics 
Labs or the Hanszen College 
Commons and say, "There's a 
building that's not named like 
the others," or "There's a com-
mons that's not efficient." The 
administration focuses on one 
problem that they perceive, with-
out giving any thought to the 
many less obvious good qualities 
it'll be destroying. It may be some-
thing as simple as changing the 
name of PLAMP or fixing a leaky 
shower. 

But sometimes leaky show-
ers are more than they appear to 
be, and sometimes fixing things 
that don't need to be fixed ends in 
a broken heart. 

_ 
Gordon Wittick is news page de-
signer and a Hanszen College 
sophomore. 

Guest column 

Census sampling more accurate 
and practical than alternative 
I n h i s article in the Dec. 4 Thresher 
("Sampling threatens voting rights") 
Todd Makse takes a firm stand 
against census sampling, which has 
recently been brought to 
the Supreme Court for the 
final decision on its consti-
tutionality. He refers to 
census sampling as being 
"nothing more than an un-
constitutional attempt to 
shift the balance of power 
between heavily "Demo-
cratic urban areas and gen-
erally Republican subur-
bia." However, his severely 
one-sided analysis ne-
glects many points. 

First, he overlooks that a census 
without sampling would be grossly 
inaccurate. In 1992, the National 
Academy of Sciences (under direc-
tion of Congress) recommended 
sampling to improve accuracy since 
the 1990 census missed over 4 mil-
lion people, and a 2000 census with-
out sampling is expected to miss far 
more than that. 

In addi t ion, t he c e n s u s 
undercount will not be uniform; His-
panics, Native Americans, African-
Americans, the poor and the indi-
gent will all be missed at a substan-
tially higher rate than the rest of the 
population. It will surprise no one 
that this Republicaji-led initiative to 
derail sampling coincides with the 
fact that these groups tend to vote 
for Democrats. 

But not only does an unsampled 
census unfairly impact electoral 
practices, it also threatens to lead to 
a misappropriation and lack of fed-
eral assistance for disadvantaged 
groups as the census data is used to 
help allocate billions of dollars of 
annual federal aid that flow to state 
and local government. In urban 
Baltimore, which has a large black 
population, the previous census is 
estimated to have missed over 11,000 
children. This miscount meant over 
$640 per child in lost federal funding 
for Baltimore schools. 

Second, a census without sam-

Chris 
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pling will be horribly expensive. 
Some Republicans, contrary to their 
traditionally conservative fiscal na-
ture, have offered to write a "blank 

check" to cover the costs 
of a traditional census 
plan. 

Yet the Academy of 
Sciences has pointed out 
that the $800 million ex-
tra needed to conduct an 
unsampled census would 
still lead to a less accurate 
census than one with sam-
pling. As Barbara Bryant, 
the census director in the 
Bush administration, said, 
"Throwing more money 

and more temporarily hired census-
takers at the job of enumeration will 
not find the missing." 

Makse's only somewhat reason-
able objection to sampling is that it 
seems unconstitutional. While he is 
correct in stating that the Constitu-
tion speaks of "actual enumeration" 
with regard to the census, his in-
sinuation that this implies sampling 
is essentially an illegal procedure is 
inaccurate . T h e Department of 
Justice, under several different ad-
ministrations (Carter, Bush and 
Clinton) has concluded that the 
Constitution and relevant statutes 
permit the use of sampling in the 
census. Every federal court that has 
addressed this issue has held that 
the Constitution and federal stat-
utes allow sampling. 

What, then, are the objections to 
sampling? 

It is more accurate, less expen-
sive and fully permissible according 
to the Constitution. While some 
try to insist that the Democrats 
support sampling only to augment 
their political power, it is the Repub-
licans who seek to thwart an effec-
tive census by deliberately overlook-
ing minor i t i e s in o rder to 
maintain their fragile political domi-
nance. 

Christopher Lund is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
POLICY, from Page 2 

of education should be is a business! Univer-
sities do not have a chief financial officer, nor 
do they have a marketing department. Univer-
sities do not have.shareholders. Universities 
do not even have a clear delineation between 
customers and employees (i.e. grad students)! 
The university's task is to educate its stu-
dents, not to create revenue, and any institute 
with its priorities as skewed as Bonig seems to 
think they should be is not one any student 
would care to attend. 

If the Thresher's editorial board plans to 
continue its present habit of publishing in-
flammatory, poorly reasoned columns, I would 
appreciate some sort of disclaimer so that 
readers would not make the mistake of think-
ing that these Editorials somehow represent 
the beliefs of the Rice community as a whole. 

Daniel Mee 
Baker freshman 

Isolation not the answer 
To the editor: 

For once I can agree with Todd Makse 
about something ("Policy should go beyond 
economics," Jan. 22)! I concur that it is wrong 
for the United States to forfeit our beliefs and 
values about human rights and liberties for 
the sake of economic advantages that China 
might have for us. I also agree that the Chi-
nese government ' s a rgument regard ing 
peoples' liberties and rights being expedient 
enough to sacrifice for the sake of state secu-
rity and stability is moot. 

Makse correctly mentions how economic 
liberalization brought about political reform 
in the former communist states of Eastern 
Europe. I would challenge Makse's assertion 
that this approach is not working with China, 
because it is unrealistic to expect a country of 
1.2 billion people to change overnight. It took 
the greater part of the 1980s to see real politi-

cal and economic reform in Eastern Europe. 
Though our country is both an economic and 
military superpower, it is naive to believe that 
by isolating Ching^from American interests, 
we can unilaterally change a country's behav-
ior. If China cannot get computer and military 
technology or venture capital from America, 
they can easily get it from Europe and Japan. 
If Americans aren't allowed to buy Chinese-
made goods, China can do business with the 
rest of the world. America is no longer the 
chief economic free-market superpower. 

The totalitarian days of Mao Zedong are 
over, and the Internet as well as free-market 
enterprise has allowed much flow of cash and 
ideas into China, planting the seeds for politi-
cal reform. The Chinese Communist leader-
ship knows its days of absolute power are 
numbered, which is why its leaders took harsh 
measures last month. They are also aware of 
the extent to which their atrocities are being 
pu blicized worldwide and the devastating rami-
fications that this publicity could have for 
their national image—this will provide incen-
tive enough forUhem to reverse this trend of 
human rights abuses. 

Yes, the United States must play a much 
more active role in garnering opposition to 
this abhorrent treatment of peoples' rights in 
China, whether it be religious, ethnic or politi-
cal persecution. However, we will only hurt 
ourselves and fail to meet our objectives should 
we isolate ou rselves from China or encourage 
other countries to sequester China. Not only 
would we do severe damage to our economic 
well-being, but should China feel like a politi-
cal and economic pariah, the Chinese leader-
ship will be less likely to listen to our berating 
words anyway. We cannot afford to push our-
selves away from a giant country. After all, you, 
really can't do much when an elephant sits in 
your living room refusing to go outside. 

x Kimathi Blackwood 
Wiess junior 

University Court 

Recent trends in U. Court matter 
The University Court has been around 
for 10 years and has become progressively 
busier over the years, especially in the last 
three years. Two years ago, U. Court 
handled 14 cases, a year ago 32 
cases, and the current U. Court has • 
had 28 cases referred to it since the C h l O m a 
beginning of its term. The increase O k e r e k e 
in the number of violations that come 
before the court does not necessar-
ily indicate that Rice is a less pleasant place to 
be than it was 10 years ago. What it does 
suggest is that more people are referring their 
complaints to the court and a greater number 
of the students charged are choosing to have 
their matters heard by the court. 

Having standard sanctions 
helps facilitate the decision-

making process. 

The University Court handles non-aca-
demic violations, unlike the Honor Council, 

.which handles academic violations. "Non-aca-
demic" violations cover a wide range of of-
fenses, but the majority of the cases that come 
before the court tend to fall in one of three 
major categories: alcoholic beverage policy 
violations, property violations and misuse and 
abuse of computational facilities. Other viola-
tions that frequently come before the court 
are public intoxication and falsification of 
records. The number of alcohol policy viola-
tions far outweighs any of the other violations. 

Alcoholic beverage policy violations include 
violations such as underage drinking. Re-
cently, there has been a rise in the number of 
underage drinking violations that have oc-

curred at Willy's Pub. 
One of our main concerns is to make the 

sanctions constructive rather than merely pu-
nitive. We look at each matter indi-
vidually, but try to make the sanc-
tions consistent when dealing with 
identical charges. Having standard 
sanctions helps to facilitate the de-
cision-making process. For ex-
ample, if two students are charged 

with public intoxication, their sanctions will 
be identical, namely, 10 hours of community 
service and a disciplinary ^v&rning. 

The rise in the number of cases concern: 
ing alcohol policy violations probably has a lot 
to do with the stricterTexas state policy against 
the consumption of alcohol by minors. The 
court is not a police force; we have standard 
sanctions for many of the alcohol policy viola-
tions, but when coming up with sanctions in 
matters involving driving under the influence, 
the court takes the stricter state law into con-
sideration. 

Computational violations from the 1997-
'98 court involved students sending "spam" 
mail and students having copyrighted mate-
rial available to the general public through 
Rice's computing system. This year's court 
has had similar matters, in addition to cases in 
which students were using their e-mail ac-
counts for commercial purposes. 

Property violations include theft and dam-
age of other people's property. For the past 
four years, at least one of these violations has 
involved the theft of a maintanance cart. 

More information about the court's proce-
dure and proceedings can be found on-line at 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ucourt and in 
Fondren Library. 

Chioma Okereke is a senior representative of 
University Court and a Hanszen College senior. 
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Guest column 

Discussion of curriculum urges us to be unselfish 
In November, the Rice faculty 
took its second and deciding vote on 
future curriculum reforms. Ever 
since I became aware of these re-
forms, 1 had opposed them 
strongly. This led me to 
discuss the reforms with 
several fellow students as 
well as many faculty mem-
bers. In doing so, 1 discov-
ered something I consid-
ered quite remarkable : 
complete apathy on the 
part of both students and 
faculty. 

When I discussed the 
r e fo rms with s tuden ts , 
many of them would re-
spond with a simple rhetorical ques-
tion: 'Th is won't affect me, will it?" I 
am very proud of Rice and take a 
great deal of interest in its future 
whether indirectly affects me or not. 
Many students' complete display of 
self-centrism appalled me. Students 
should take an interest in Rice's fu-
ture because they want others to 
have the same opportunities they 
have had here, because they want 
Rice to remain a great university. 

Unfortunately, many students do 
not share my love of Rice. Very well 
then, let me remind all of us that we 
haveselfish reasons to care for Rice's 
future. When we finally leave the 
hedges, the university's continuing 
ability to turn out good students will 
affect the value of our degree. If any 
policy even stands a chance of alter-
ing the caliber of students who come 
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to Rice or the quality of education 
they receive, we all have a very real 
stake in it. If you can't come up with 

unselfish reason to care, con-
sider this food for thought. 

Perhaps even more dis-
turbing, though, was the 
apathy on the part of cer-
tain faculty members. In 
the time between the two 
votes on reforms, I met 
faculty m e m b e r s who 
knew less about the re-
forms than I did. I met 
faculty members who did 
not go to the first vote, nor 
did they intend to go to 
the second vote. I met fac-

ulty members who quite simply had 
no real opinion oh the matter. I met 
faculty members who plained to 
vote based on hearsay from other 
members of their department. 

As a student, and (hopefully) as a 
future graduate, this scares me. The 
curricular reform measures consti-
tuted significant change in univer-
sity policy, and any faculty member 
had a say about whether these re-
forms would be enacted. How a fac-
ulty member could possibly not see 
the merit of giving careful consider-
ation to these measures eludes me. 
In my brief experience here at Rice, 
I have developed great respect for 
our faculty, and I was distressed to 
learn how little some of them seemed 
to care about the experience of fu-
ture undergraduates here. 

Finally, I would like to point out 

that most students have no right to 
attack any apathy on the part of the 
faculty. The college associate sys-
tem allows us direct and personal 
contact with a variety of faculty mem-
bers. Small classes allow us oppor-
tunities to get to know our profes-
sors personally. Any given student 
h a s the potent ia l to easily 
communicate with several faculty 
members. 

How a faculty member 
could possibly not see 

the merit of giving 
careful consideration to 

these measures 
amazes me. 

I chose to seize this opportunity. 
In fact, I believe myself mostly re-
sponsible for at least two votes 
against the reforms. Perhaps I give 
myself too much credit, but perhaps 
not. Our close contact with our pro-
fessors allows us to openly discuss 
issues such as the curriculum re-
forms. It gives us the opportunity to 
change their minds. It gives us the 
power to change our university. 

Phil Mayor is a Will Rice College 
freshman. 

Fear of Saddam dominates Iraqi policy 
I admit it — I voted for Bill 
Clinton. I was young, foolish and 
afraid of Bob Dole. But lately I've 
become more and more ashamed of 
my voting record. Clinton 
s e e m s d e d i c a t e d to 
stretching the powers of 
the presidency beyond all 
domes t i c and interna-
tional law and becoming a 
twisted sort of martyr/su-
perhero. He can lie under 
oath! Keep his head held 
high under the vicious at-
tacks of a co-ed whore! 
And s tarve and b o m b 
thousands of people and 
get his constituents to cheer! 

But I don't want to lay all the 
blame on poor old Bill. In these days 
of globalized, corporatized, media-
mesmerized politics, no one can act 
independently — except, of course, 
the all-powerful anti-Christ, Saddam 
Hussein. He must be all-powerful if 
he can strike fear in the hearts of 
Americans with his $3 billion bud-
get for "weapons of mass destruc-
tion." Never mind that we outspend 
him on military by $262 billion or 
that we have the largest stockpile of 
chemical and biological weapons in 
the world. Saddam is evil, and evil 
people can do a lot with a little. 

So at least I can take comfort in 
the fact that Clinton is not evil, since 
he can't seem to do anything effec-
tive with the amount of resources he 
commands, besides of course se-

Julie 
Hollar 

ducing young interns. But despite 
this apparent lack of power, Clinton 
contributes to the deaths of an esti-
mated 5,000 Iraqis a month, not even 

including the ones he kills 
with his bombs. 

I had heard reports of 
malnutrition and starva-
tion in Iraq due to eco-
nomic sanctions. But not 
until I saw slides pre-
sented by Peter Pellett at 
Rice last week did I really 
realize what we are doing 
in Iraq. 

Pellett, a professor of 
nutrition at University of 

Massachusetts, did nutritional sur-
veys in Iraq for the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organization in 1993, 
1995 and 1997. He traveled around 
Iraq, weighing and measuring and 
talking to people and taking pictures, 
and now he's traveling around this 
country relating his findings on the 
impact of the sanctions. 

rellett showed slides from his 
trips to Iraq — images of children 
reminiscent of pictures I recall see-
ing around the time of the famine in 
Ethiopia — toddlers with stick legs 
and arms and distended bellies, ba-
bies with "old man faces" because 
their bodies eat away even the meat 
of their once-chubby cheeks. I re-
member my parents (like many par-
ents of that time) would try to get me 
to eat by reminding me of "the starv-
ing children in Ethiopia." Somehow 

I doubt any parents today use "the 
starving children in Iraq" as motiva-
tion for their children to eat. But 
why is it any different? 

Because Saddam is evil. I don't 
want to defend his actions in any 
way, but I think we in America need 
to get over our Saddam obsession 
and start looking at Iraq as a country 
of people, not a country of Saddam. 

Think about it this way: Would 
you want other countries' citizens to 
think of America as a country of 
Clinton? With all this recent focus 
on the Lewinsky scandal, it's not 
unlikely that they already do. But I 
shudder at the thought of people 
associating me with Bill Clinton's 
actions, and I even voted for him! 

l eade r s are a high-profile sym-
bol for a country, but even in a de-
mocracy they do not manifest the 
desires or beliefs of all the people. 
And Iraq is not a democracy, so I can 
only imagine what the people of Iraq 
think of Saddam's actions. 

Yet they are the ones who suffer 
when the United States takes "world 
peace" into its own hands. We seem 
to think we are the policemen of the 
world, paying no heed to the United 
Nations or popular world opinion. It 
seems to me that the real threat to 
world peace is hardly Iraq. It's found 
in the abuse of power right here in 
the good old U.S. of A. 

Julie Hollar is a Brown College 
senior. 

Drinking, being 2land the issue of Naugahyde 
LIFE, from Page 3 
Naugahyde , even. Speak ing of 
Naugahyde, how come conserva-
tionists don't work to protect nauga 
rights? 

Maybe the fact that I've been 
making nauga jokes for the past 21 
years is the reason I have no friends. 
Anyhoo, I won't be sad to leave Rice 
or anyone associated»with it, because 
the telephone companies are so pre-
pared and eager to suck the money 
from my checking account in order 
to let me keep in touch with my fan 
club. It would be a terrible shame 
not to support that kind of corporate 
citizenship while it's still around. 
Besides, as U.S. residents prove. 

getting into debt builds character. 
Maybe if I had more character, 
people wouldn't ask, "Are you Ameri-
can?" so much. 

I like being a senior and being 21. 
Even though I still can't rent a car, I 
can at least legally drink, many and 
vote. And if those activities are 
enough to satisfy quality role mod-
els and U.S. presidential candidates 
Albert Gore Jr. and James Danforth 
Quayle, maybe I shouldn't demand 
much more myself. 

I don't particularly mind not be-
ing able to rent a car since I don't 
love traveling to cities without mass 
transit. Nonetheless, it's still an un-
fair restriction. It's not my fault oth-

ers my age can't use turn signals 
and designate drivers. Damn the 
reaction of corporations to liability 
and probabilities. 

Maybe if reckless and drunk driv-
e r s ki l led a b s t r a c t ideas l ike 
senioritis instead of animate things, 
I could have rented a car long ago 
and had more fun making the most 
of (tolerating) middle school, high 
school and t h e s e 
past three-and-a-half years of col-
lege. 

Angeliqtie Siy is ad production man-
ager and a Sid Richardson College 
senior. She can be reached at 
alia@rice.edu. 

Spy deserves punishment 
SPY, from Page 3 

can citizen until 1995, when he 
convinced the Israeli government 
to grant him citizenship. That 
request was based on the knowl-
edge that Israeli citizenship might 
boost his ability to receive clem-
ency. 

He has also made statements 
that America is "enemy territory" 
and that Israel was "entitled" to 
the information that he stole. He 
has attacked American political" 
leaders and has slandered nu-
merous people, calling them anti-
Semites simply because they do 
not support his release. 

Finally, there is the fact that 
Israel has paid him more than $1 
million for his crimes against 
Americj . If he were freed and 
allowed to spend that money, it 
would set a d e p l o r a b l e 
example : Bet raying America 
pays. 

Those who would describe 
Pollard as a political prisoner ig-
nore the simple reality that he is 
a traitor receiving just punish-
ment. Our courts have not vio-
lated his human rights; his trea-
son and the underlying crimes 
are more than adequate to justify 
a life sentence. The only ques-
tion is whether it is in our na-

tional interest to release him 
nonetheless. 

Our courts have not 

vioated his human 

rights; his treason 

and the underlying 

crimes are more than 
c 

adequate to justify a 

life sentence. 

Certainly Pollard's own con-
duct has given us no reason to do 
so. Although it is America's ally, 
Israel has violated our trust in 
this case, starting with Pollard's 
mi s s ion and l e ad ing up to 
Netanyahu's inappropriate rais-
ing of this issue during the Wye 
peace talks. President Clinton 
should follow the advice of the 
CIA and the State, Defense and 
Justice departments and reject 
Pollard's plea for clemency. 

Todd Makse is a Sid Richardson 
College sophomore. 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby . 

(7i3) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 
M E D I U M P I Z Z A 

One Medium 

One-Topping Pizza 
& 1 Drink 

Qfifei valid with coupon only Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

[ax where applicable. Drivers carry less than S20. Cash value y 

1 A R <. I V I / / A 

One Large 
One-Topping Pizza 

| & 2 Drinks 
| Offer valid with c o u p o n only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales 

^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20 . Cash valuej^20<^ y 
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B E Y O N D T H E H E D G E S 

NCAA case taken to 
Supreme Court 

T h e National Collegiate Athletic 
Associa t ion p r e s e n t e d oral a rgu-
m e n t s Jan. 20 to the S u p r e m e Cour t 
on the ques t ion of w h e t h e r it re-
ceives federal f u n d s and w h e t h e r it 
is then subject to Title IX. 

Renee Smith, a g r a d u a t e s tuden t 
at Hofstra University and the Uni-
versity of P i t t sburgh , was r e fu sed a 
place on the varsity volleyball squad . 

NCAA rules prohibi t g r a d u a t e 
s tuden t s on varsity t eams , but Smith 
a rgued that these ru les a re enforced 
less often with men than women, 
which violates Title IX of the Educa-
tion A m e n d m e n t s of 1972. 

If the cour t does find that the 
NCAA is subject to Title IX, it could 
result in a radical revision of bud-
g e t s for men ' s and w o m e n ' s champi-
onships , schola rsh ips and even ath-
letic eligibility. 

T h e NCAA's lawyers a rgued that 
only direct recipients of f u n d s a re 
subject to Title IX, and the NCAA is 
not a direct recipient . T h e y also 
called these c h a r g e s "an over-broad 
reading of the law." 

Smith ' s lawyer c o u n t e r e d that 
r egard less of who receives funds , 
the law is broad e n o u g h to cover 
enti t ies that control federal funds . 
Also, the NCAA is a direct recipient 
of funding for the National Youth 
Spor t s P r o g r a m , which r e c e i v e s 

-grants from the U.S. Depar tmen t of 
Health and Human Services. 

Executive Director of Trial Law-
yers for Public Jus t ice Ar thur Bryant 
thought the jus t ices may not m a k e a 
ruling, but instead send the case 
back to the district cour t with in-
s t ruc t i ons to c o n s i d e r t h e i d e a s 
raised. 

In a similar case that Mr. Bryant 

wilPbe arguing, two track a th le tes 
f rom Philadelphia have accused the 
NCAA of violating their civil r ights 
by requ i r ing them to make certain 
scores on the SAT and ACT, both of 
which d i s c r im ina t e aga ins t non-
white s tudents , they claim. 

T h e Sup reme Court will issue a 
decision on the Smith case within 
the next few months . 

Source: T h e Chronicle of Higher 
Educat ion, Jan. 21. 

AMA fires editor for 
sexual politics 

T h e A M A f i r e d G e o r g e D. 
Lundberg , edi tor of the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, 
alleging that he accelerated the pub-
lication of a survey on college stu-
dents ' definition of sex in o rde r to 
affect the impeachment trial. 

T h e pape r , which ran in t h e 
journal ' s Jan. 20 issue, surveyed 599 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s in 1991. 

Sixty percent of those surveyed 
would not say they had "had sex" if 
they had engaged in oral sex. 

AMA Vice Pres ident E. Ratcliffe 
A n d e r s o n J r . t o ld r e p o r t e r s 
Lundberg had "accelerated" publi-
cation, but would not specify how. 

Anderson said the timing of the 
paper was "a clear effort to influence 
the p roceed ings in Washington ." 

Lundberg had headed the jour-
nal since 1982. According to Ander-
son, th i s was not t h e first t ime 
Lundberg per formed poorly. 

"Over time, however , I have lost 
conf idence and trust in Lundberg ' s 
ability to preserve that high level of 
credibility and integrity," Anderson 
said. 

In t h e paper , r e s e a r c h e r s re-
corded political affiliation, t hough 
they did not categorize answers to 

ques t ions about oral sex with party 
affiliation. 

"These data indicate that prior to 
the current public discourse , a ma-
jority of college s tudents a t tending a 
major Midwestern state university, 
most of whom identified themse lves 
as politically modera te to conserva-
tive, with more regis tered Republi-
cans than Democrats , did not def ine 
oral sex as having 'had sex, '" the 
r e s e a r c h e r s wrote. 

Source: The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Jan. 18. 

Spanking alleged at 
dean's hand 

Louisiana State University Pro-
fessor Diane Piper filed a lawsuit 
against LSU and associate dean Ri-
chard Nelson, alleging sexual ha-
rassment . 

Piper claims that, as ano the r as-
soc ia te dean w a t c h e d in s h o c k , 
Nelson grabbed her, pulled he r onto 
his lap and spanked her, chant ing, 
"You're a bad girl." 

According to The Advocate and 
Associated Press stories, Piper 's suit 
also alleges that Nelson had previ-
ously made sexual advances. 

It also alleges that he told her 
that she was hired because s h e is 
black. 

Although Nelson is under strict 
o rde r s from the university not to 
comment , his wife told The Chronicle 
of Higher Education that the "so-
ca l l ed i n c i d e n t " r e s u l t e d w h e n 
Nelson tried to comfort Piper. 

He was trying to pat her on the 
back, and she fell on him, his wife 
said. 

LSU officials would make no com-
ment while litigation is pending. 

Source: The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Jan. 18 

JOIN THE BRIGHTEST STARS 
IN CALIFORNIA. ^ 

0 
auflcfi your career in 
brirfiant company by 

joining the engineers of ViaSat, 
a rapidly growing, 12 year old 
company that designs and 
manufactures advanced 
digital signal processing and. 
networidng equipment for 
satellite and wireless 
applications. No one soars 
higher than us In digital 
communications because we 
feature technically oriented 
management and a team that 
includes some of the nation's 
top engineers. 

ViaSat !,.»> U r n m- ludt. I m I he INC " V 

Itst i>l lar>tfsi growing omp.inies three nbvf; 

and we haw been listed .»•, , ! the b V 

Mcsi Small c orporatton;. t \ Buwrv .sU 

and a.-- out' o{ the 200 Best Snull 

Companies in Amenta" bv Forbrs Asa 

part of our team, you'll haw access to 

unlays most advanced tei hnolo^y a.- writ 

as a lluid eiivironmeni w here even the 

newest litres arc encouraged io eontnhule 

their ideas You will be involved in the lull 

scope ol a variety ol projects, and have 

exposure to ViaSat s exceptional expertise in 

on-demand satellite networking technology 

You may even participate in our latest 

innovation a new lamily ol . omniea lal 

PAMA satellite networks tailed star Wire 

We'll reward you with a great salary, siock 

ownership program, promotion Irom 

within based on ment not just longevity 

and the opportunity to present your work to 

customers li you'd like to know more about 

spreading \our prolessional-wings with 

Vusat see us on campus We w ill be 

interviewing on tampus vvif/i two schedules 

on Wedneulay, February 17th. I or (onsul-

eration. pleasr submit your resume lo 

( ateer Srrv i i rs no later than Wednesday. 

I ebiuary hd ViaSat will also be holding 

a le thnua l Presentation, titled '»\Yw 

lei hnology in Satellite Communiiatton*" 

by Math Dankberg, on luesday, I ebmat y 

16th at 6:00ftmjn Abenromble Hall, A 126 

Nou may also send your resume to Va.is.u 

Inc . 22^0 Cosmos Court, Carlsbad. CA 

02tXN-1 58) Fax i7(V) 4 >8-8480 Phone 

(7oO) 4 >8-8i>W E-mail resume^Alasat com 

ViaSat is an Equal Oppor tun i ty ^ 

Employer Minori t ies are encouraged 

to a p p k . l ' S Cit izenship required for 

gov eminent projects 

M s S a f 
w w w . v i a s a t . c o m 

ABl COHEN IHRt.SMtW 

Racial harmony through art 
This artwork is part of the third annual African-American Citywide 
Exhibition, sponsored by the African-American Art Advisory 
Association of the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. The exhibit is in 
multiple locations in Houston throughout February, in honor of Black 
History Month. The Black Student Association will hold a related 
reception Thursday at 6 :30 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period Jan.-19 through Jan. 26: 

Residential Colleges 

Wiess College Jan. 23 

Academic Buildings 
Anderson Laboratory Jan. 20 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Jan. 21 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Jan. 22 

Rice Media Center Jan. 26 

Other Areas 
Sammy's 

College Way 

Entrance 12 

Jan. 22 

Jan. 23 

Jan. 24 

Three Rice subjects arrested for" 
alcohol violations. Each released 
to d runks i t te r or responsible 
person. Case fo rwarded ' to 
University Court. 

Items removed from an office over 
winter break. Case pending. 

Subject stopped for driving while 
intoxicated. Passenger also drunk, 
both booked into Harris County Jail. 

Vehicle stopped for driving on the 
grass. Both driver and passenger 
were intoxicated and transported 
to county jail. 

Domestic violence assault that 
began at BaylorCollegeof Medicine 
ended up at Rice. Case referred to 
Houston Police Department. 

Subject arrested after trespassing 
and causing a disturbance. Placed 
in county jail. 

Non-Rice subject driving wrong way 
placed in county jail for driving with 
a suspended license. 

Two drunk individuals found inside 
a suspicious vehicle. Both placed 
in county jail. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• The Off-Campus Housing Guide and the new Guide to Houston are 
in production. Contact Karin Pearl (kpearl@rice.edu) if you want to 
help or fill out an application for the Guide to Houston, found on SA 
office door; and 

• General elections will run Feb. 19-24. Petitions are available Feb. 
1-9 in the SA office. Offices are open in the SA, Rice Program 
CoiHKil, Honor Council, University Court, University Council, the 
Thresher and the Campanile. 

Next meeting: Monday at 10 p.m. in Kelley Lounge in the Student 
Center. 

Correction 

In some of Marisa Levy's statements in the Jan. 22 Thresher ("Club's 
eligibility, origin questioned"), it was unclear whether she had agreed 
to be a member of Houston Community Publishing Lectures and 
Forums. In fact, she had agreed to be listed as a member. 

http://www.viasat.com
mailto:kpearl@rice.edu
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Report emphasizes distribution overhaul 
by Julit* Hollar 

I H K K S H I K S i A l I 

In the wake of the failed "Ways of Know-
ing" curr iculum proposal, the U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
Curr iculum Commit tee p re sen t ed a report 
Tuesday at a faculty mee t ing on sugges ted 
new reforms. 

Commit tee Chair Gerald McKenny said 
the report was a "work in p r o g r e s s by the 
commi t tee to identify p r o b l e m s and propose 
tentative solutions." T h e faculty will vote on 
the report at their next mee t ing in February . 

T h e commit tee ' s tentative solut ions con-
sist of th ree main parts . First, t h e report calls 
for an overhaul of t h e cur ren t distr ibution 
sys tem by el iminating the ca tegory of re-
stricted distribution. j . m 

T h e report also s u g g e s t s the faculty re-
evaluate the rat ionale behind de t e rmin ing 
which cou r se s count as distr ibution and pos-
sibly even eliminate the dis tr ibut ion classifi-
cation if no such rationale can be de t e rmined . 

. Second., the commi t t ee ' s repor t recom-
m e n d s not allowing basic l anguage c o u r s e s 
to count toward Group I dis t r ibut ion require-
men t s unless they " incorporate substant ia l 
historical a n d / o r ' c u l t u r a l conten t into the 
instruction." 

Thi rd , the repor t s u g g e s t s t h e develop-
ment of more cross-divisional cou r ses , fresh-
man seminar s and communicat ion- in tens ive 
c o u r s e s that could be used to satisfy s o m e 
distribution r equ i remen t s . 

T h e s e changes , if approved by the faculty, 
would go into effect no earl ier than fall 2000. 
T h e l a n g u a g e c o m p e t e n c y r e q u i r e m e n t , 
which was approved at t h e faculty mee t ing 
Nov. 4, will still go into effect next fall. 

"Hopefully we c a m e up with a proposal 
that will m a k e everyone happy," commi t t ee 
m e m b e r and Hanszen Col lege jun ior Chr is 
Zarate said. 

'A lot of students come out of 
Rice not knowing the "basic 
history of how we think and 
look at the world today. If 
there is further curriculum 
reform, it should pay attention 
to historical works.' 

— Rick Sawyer 
Baker College junior 

M u c h of the mee t ing ' s d i scuss ion cen-
tered a round the need for a ra t ionale behind 
the distr ibution sys tem. "The re la t ionship be-
tween res t r ic ted distr ibution and distr ibution 
and the rationale beh ind t h e m is the central 
incoherence in our sys tem," 

English Professor Wal ter Isle said. "We've 
got to sit down and clarify what we mean by 
distr ibution and what we want for our stu-
dents ." 

BI COHEN/ THRESHER 

Political Science Professor John Ambler speaks about distribution requirements at the faculty 
meeting Tuesday. 

Fellow English Professor Alan Grob dis-
agreed with the possible elimination of Hu-
manit ies 101 requ i rements . "This is a success-
ful class," he said. 

T h e rationale behind restr ic ted distribu-
tion is to give s tuden t s a broad introduction to 
a discipline, and in the case of humani t ies 
foundation courses , to give s tuden t s small 
c lasses based on writing and discussion, Grob 
said. 

In the sciences, though , such broad intro-
duction cou r se s with requi red canons are 
"practically an impossibility," Chemis t ry Pro-
f e s s o r and W i e s s C o l l e g e M a s t e r J o h n 
Hutchinson said. Th i s caused the failure of 
Natural Science, t h e Group III counterpar t to 
Humani t ies 101 and 102 that was recently 
el iminated, h e said. 

Another point of content ion was the "con-
tent" sugges t ion for l anguage courses . Begin-
ning next year, s tuden t s will be required to 
demons t ra t e a certain level of language com-
petency. 

Since introductory language c lasses not 
d e e m e d content-rich would not count toward 
distribution r equ i remen t s under the proposed 
regulations, s tudents could have the added 
burden of taking language courses outside of 
and in addition to the Group I distribution 
requ i rements . 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Profes-
sor Joan St rassman argued against the idea 
that l anguage c lasses not seen as content-rich 
should not be counted for distribution. 

"I really d i sagree that first-year language 
c lasses are not worthwhile ," she said. If the 
reasons s tudents should take language classes 
a re the same as those for taking o the r humani-
ties courses , the c lasses should count regard-
less of their historical and cultural content , 
S t rassman said. 

ftThe s tudent representa t ives to the com-
mittee expressed satisfaction with the report . 
' T h i s is what our commit tee decided, and 
we're OK with that," Sid Richardson College 

senior Ciara Mart in said. Martin and Zarate 
said they talked with as many s tuden t s as 
possible and tried to represent their in teres ts 
at commit tee meet ings . 

'The relationship between 
restricted distribution and 
distribution and the rationale 
behind them is the central 
incoherence in our system. 
We 've got to sit down and 
clarify what we mean by 
distribution and what we want 
for our students.' 

— Walter Isle 
English professor 

Baker College junior Rick Sawyer said h e 
suppor ted the l anguage r equ i r emen t s tha t 
were passed at the last meet ing, but bel ieves 
eliminating res t r ic ted distribution would be 
harmful . 

"A lot of s tuden t s c o m e out of Rice not 
knoWihg the basic his tory of how we think and 
look at the world today," Sawyer said. "If t he re 
is fu r the r cur r icu lum reform, it should pay 
attention to historical works." 

McKenny called for sugges t ions f rom fac-
ulty m e m b e r s concern ing the report . T h e com-
mittee will cons ider the sugges t ions at its next 
meet ing and possibly m a k e ad jus tmen t s be-
fore presen t ing the repor t as a proposal to the 
faculty in February . 

"We hope this is the right balance, but we-
will cont inue to think about it," McKenny said. 

Students debate 
course options 
SHEPHERD . from Page 1 
Charkey agreed that t he r e is high pres-
sure on music s tuden t s 

"It m a k e s it difficult to find a healthy 
social space, which is important to mu-
sicians. We work as a group," he said. 

He also said that outs ide of orches-
tra, t he r e is no o the r place for Shepherd 
Schoo l s t u d e n t s to c o m e t o g e t h e r . 
Charkey said if the academic . load of 
mus ic s t uden t s were l ightened, they 
would be m o r e inclined to seek out 
fellow s tuden t s to p u r s u e o the r perfor-
mance oppor tuni t ies . 

In his two yea r s at Rice, Charkey has 
dec ided he will definitely pu r sue a ca-
ree r in music and doesn ' t want his side 
academic r e q u i r e m e n t s to impede him 
in his goals. 

"I feel like c lasses a re a distraction at 
this point," he said. "Shepherd School 
s tuden t s are really t rying to specialize. 
We know what we want to do." 

Molina also said the cu r ren t require-
m e n t s do not m e s h with the mentality of 
the mus ic majors . "The cu r ren t curricu-
lum is des igned for people who don't 
know what they want to do,"*she said. 

In addition to real igning the music 
s tuden t s ' academic r equ i r emen t s to aid 
the i r educa t iona l goals , Molina said 
cur r icu lum c h a n g e s would enable mu-
sic m a j o r s to take the c lasses they want 
to t ake without be ing res t r ic ted by the 
level of the class. 

Will Rice Col lege s o p h o m o r e Daniel 
Street said h e also favors curr icu lum 
c h a n g e s , bu t said t h e mus ic school 
s h o u l d a l t e r i t s c u r r i c u l u m to 
accomoda te distr ibution r equ i r emen t s 
instead of vice versa . 

Street said the co re cur r icu lum re-
quired of all mus ic ma jo r s at t he Shep-
herd School is too rigid and inflexible to 
allow t h e m ample exposu re to o ther 
disciplines. 

"It is ex t remely necessa ry for all stu-
den t s to be proficient in the th ree distri-
but ion g roups , to have wri t ten profi-
ciency, analytical ability and the ability 
to do quanti tat ive analysis. But the re-
q u i r e m e n t s of the mus ic school makes 
it imposs ib le to do that," h e said. 

Street said that Shephe rd School stu-
d e n t s have ex t remely r igorous course 
s c h e d u l e s compared to those of music 
s t uden t s at o the r schools . 

H e s u g g e s t e d t h e m u s i c schoo l 
c h a n g e t h e n u m b e r of requi red semes-
te r s of each core c lass in history, theory 
and oral skills f rom five to three . 

"The school could still offer or even 
e n c o u r a g e taking five s e m e s t e r s each 
of the co re c lasses and c rea te ano the r 
deg ree . Maybe s tuden t s could get a 
bache lo r of mus ic with a concentra t ion 
in an area such as theory or oral skills," 
h e said. 

Combining multiple sources one option for 
simplying student organization funding 
MONEY, from Page 1 
viduals, a portion to organiza t ions 
and portion to s tuden t activities." 

T h e c o m m i t t e e also p r o p o s e d 
that residential colleges, which have 
traditionally served as s o u r c e s of 
funds for organizat ions, should s top 
funding organizat ions and activities 
that are not college-related. 

"Baker ha s cont inued to suppor t 
activities and individuals ou t s ide the 
Baker communi ty , but at least two 
o ther col leges have abol ished out-
side funding," Baker College Presi-
dent Matt Mendenha l l said. "I th ink 
the money should be spent on col-
lege activities." 

But an at tempt to s top fund ing 
organizat ions could mee t r e s i s t ance 
from some s tudents . T h e r e could be 
opposition if t he c h a n g e were to hap-
pen this year, Hanszen junior Anne 
Count iss said. 

T h e g roup also d i scussed a grow-
ing organizat ion fund ing c runch . 

"Budge t s escalate," Burke said. 
" [Groups] want to m a k e their event 
g r a n d e r or larger. W e don' t want to 
squelch an organizat ion 's des i re to 

m a k e it bet ter ." 
T h e commi t tee cons idered the 

possibility of making outdated blan-
ket tax collections available for stu-
dent use . Every unde rg radua te pays 
80 cen t s per year to care for a live 
caged owl on campus , and this ac-
count now holds $21,456. S tudents 
have also paid 75 cents per year to 
fund a s tudent-run escort cart which 
ha s not been in service for about two 
years . T h e u n u s e d money totals 
about $11,000. 

T h e commi t tee also talked about 
ways organizat ions could shoulder 
m o r e of their own funding. "More 
e m p h a s i s should be placed on cre-
ative fund raising," Van Vooren said. 

B u r k e said she hadn ' t seen any-
th ing very innovative f rom c lubs 
s ince the creation of the successfu l 
fund-raiser Rice Cakes . Burke sug-
ges ted that organizations investigate 
o the r opportuni t ies to raise money 
themse lves . 

Van Vooren said the commit tee 
h o p e s to make mos t of its decis ions 
conce rn ing funding r e fo rms in the 
next couple of weeks . 

FUNDING FOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 
President's Student 
Programming Fund 
(for large events) 
$20,000 peryear, established 
by President Malcolm Gillis 

Student Activity Fund 
$20,000 peryearfrom blanket 
tax monies, established by 
student referendum 

Student Association 
$3,200 per year 

Colleges (per year): 
Baker $200 
Brown $900 
Hanszen $1,000 
Jones $1,000 
Lovett $500 
Sid Richardson $400 
Wiess No info 
Will Rice Varies 

O 
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MCE 2003 
by Christof Spieler 

By the t ime this year 's entering class 
graduates, the Rice campus wi l l have 
changed signif icant ly. The Strategic 
Plan approved in December 1997 calls 
for at least eight new buildings to be 
completed or under const ruct ion by 
2003 (that number doesn't include the 
basebal l s tad ium, wh i ch was not 
included in the plan). Some of these 
are already well advanced in design, 
and two are under construct ion. Others 
are st i l l l i t t le more than closed-door 
discussions. 

Here's the rundown as it stands right 
now. Budgets marked w i th an asterisk 
( * ) are from the Strategic Plan. Several 
buildings mentioned in the Strategic 
Plan — a s tud io art bu i ld ing, an 
architecture building, a convocat ion 
centerand intramural faci l i t ies —have 
not progressed past the discussion 
stage. 

Before a building is bui l t , the Board of 
Governors must first approve a program 
(what will be housed in the building, 
how much space it wi l l contain and a 
budget) and choOse an archi tect . The 
board must approve the arch i tec t 's 
des ign and fund ra is ing must be 
s u f f i c i e n t l y a d v a n c e d be fo re 
construct ion can begin. 

S ntil a bui lding's design is approved by 
the board, nothing — not the location, 
not the shape, not even the fact that a 
building wil l exist — is final. Of the new 
b u i l d i n g s s h o w n he re , on ly t h e 
Humanit ies building is final. 

Thanks to Jill Blackwelder, Facil i t ies 
and E n g i n e e r i n g , and Z e n a i d o 
Camacho, vice president for Student 
Affairs. 

business school 
to be completed: late 2002 
budget: $44 million* 
to replace Herring Hall, which would be used 
for other purposes. Board will choose an 
architect this spring. Site not determined. 

Old Chemistry renovation 
to be completed: June 2000 
architects: FKP Architects 
budget: $28 million* 
to house biomedical research 

Martel College 
to be completed: ? 
budget: $26 million* 
architect: Michael Graves 

Graduate Apartments 
to be completed: summer 1999 
budget: $8.2 million* 
under construction 

Ar 

library expansion 
to be completed: ? 
budget: $41 mil l ion* 
a program for expansion will be 
presented to the board this spring 
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Humanities building 
to be completed: May 2000 
budget: $16.5 mil l ion 
archi tect: Al lan Greenberg 
under constfuction 

I* ' ' ' 'I 

Wiess College replacement 
to be completed: ? 
budget: $23 million 

baseball stadium 
to be completed: late 1999 
budget: $6.4 mil l ion 
archi tects: Jackson & Ryan 
replaces Cameron Field bleachers 

South College and joint servery 
to be completed: 2 0 0 1 
budget: $26 mi l l ion* 
archi tects: Machado-Silvett i 
preliminary plans to be approved by board 

n . 
Health Services 
possible location for an 
enlarged Health Services 

Hanszen 

S o u t h 
College 
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Levin seeks students to reestablish campus organization 
HCPLF, from Page 1 
r e sources for his personal interest . 
Among those who felt this way were 
Thresher Spor t s Edi tor J o s e Luis 
Cubria and Arts and En te r t a inmen t 
Editor Levy, both of w h o m were ap-
proached by Levin to be m e m b e r s of 
HCPLF. 

"Students didn' t do anything," 
Cubria said. "I gave h im my permis-
sion to use my n a m e so h e would 
stop badger ing me, but it wasn ' t a 
s tudent club. 

SA Internal Affairs Vice Presi- . 
den t J ace Frey po in ted out that 
H C P L F had two g u e s t l e c t u r e r s 
speak a l ready this year , bo th of 
whom were e n g a g e d by Levin be-
fore the c lub 's approval as an official 
s tudent organizat ion. 

Lack of s tudent involvement in 
the c lub was conc re t e ly d e m o n -

strated by the fact that Levin, not 
s tudents , filled out the on-line regis-
tration form required of all new clif bs. 

Levin, though , said he saw the 
situation as one in which "two stu-
den ts were just not in teres ted any-
more ." 

"I just thought [Cubria and Levy] 
were very busy and that is why they 
did not r e spond to my m e s s a g e s 
asking for their he lp in organizing 
the lectures ," he said. 

"I didn' t want to badge r them. If 
they did not want to be on the g roup 
any longer , they could have simply 
went to the SA and removed their 
names ." 

Levin also said he t hough t hav-
ing a s tudent listed as a m e m b e r was 
the s a m e as l ist ing h im as a contact . 

"It 's a mat te r of pars ing words 
be tween an officially listed m e m b e r , 

which Marisa clearly agreed to be, 
and a ' s tudent contact,"' h e said. "She 
agreed to be an officially listed mem-
ber. 

"That 's the same as a contact . I 
didn't want a hierarchical sys tem, so 
I didn't have officers," h e said. 

Levy, however , saw h e r role in 
. the club in a different light than Levin 

did. "I never thought of myself as an 
officer, s o l had no reason to remove 
myself f rom the club," s h e said. 

Although the club is current ly 
dissolved, Levin is confident the club 
will rebound and gain support . 

"The organization is mak ing a 
positive contr ibution. W e just need 
genuinely commit ted s tudents . One 
s tudent ha s already e-mailed me say-
ing h e / s h e wants to be an officer in 
wake of the Thresher story," h e said. 

Frey also said the club, if orga-

nized and managed properly, could 
be an asset for Rice s tudents . 

"Nei ther of the l ec tu re r s who 
spoke were controversial and both 
were educational. If the s tudents who 
control the club in the fu ture can 
choose who comes to speak, then 
the club will fill a need s tuden t s have 
felt for a long time," Frey said. 

Levy said she ha s learned f r o m 
the whole exper ience . "I definitely 
felt manipulated as far as the club 
goes , and I never t hough t of myself 
as an officer, so I feel taken advan-
tage of," she said. 

"I b lame myself. It was definitely 
a learning lesson to be careful to 
what you lend your name," Levy said. 
"You have to be careful to investi-
ga te opportunis ts who might want 
to use your name for s o m e o the r 
purpose." 

Nobody Does J 
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Assignments available i n : 

.* Education 

• Business 

• Community Services 

• Health & Nutrition 

• Environmental Consulting 
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(800) 424-8580, option 1 
Must he US citizen. in j>oinl general health. IS years of age or older. 

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Benefits 

Use of the Rice University 
name and logo; 
Ability to recruit members 
on campus; 
Use of university meeting 
rooms, f a c i l i t i e s and 
outdoor areas; 
Use of an organization 
mailbox; 
E l ig ib l i t y to pub l ic ize 
events; 
A listing on the SO Web 
page; 
Eligibil i ty to requisit ion 
funds; and 
Us^ of Rice University Tax 
Exempt Form. 

Responsibilities 

i No o r g a n i z a t i o n may 
d iscr iminate in policy or 
act ion, 

i At least 50 percent of 
members must be from the 
Rice communi ty , 

I P r i n c i p a l o f f i c e r s and 
spokespersons must be 
currently registered Rice 
students, 

i Clubs must register every 
year, 

i No club can solicit funds 
from anyone other than 
act ive student members 
wi thout prior approval, 
Joint sponsorship of an 

/?event wi th an outside group 
r e q u i r e s P r e s i d e n t i a l 
approval, and 
Use of university faci l i t ies 
requires approval of the 
a s s o c i a t e d i r e c t o r of 
S t u d e n t A c t i v i t i e s or 
respective col lege master. 

http://www.sunchase.com
http://www.peacecorps.gov
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No. 25 SDSU avoids Rice upset 
by Ben Weston 

THKESHKK KI1ITOKIAI. S I Al l 

California dreaming, on such a 
winter's day ... 

While the rest of us were enjoy-
ing California-style weather over 
the weekend, the women ' s tennis 
team actually traveled to the coast 
to play dual matches against San 
Diego State University, ranked No. 
25, and the University of the Pa-
cific. The squad came back with its 
second win of the year and its first 
loss. 

Anyone could have 
won. We were very even. 
We were just unlucky 
that day.' 

— Justyna Gudzowska 
Senior tennis player 

Rice began the weekend well 
with a match against SDSU Friday. 
T h e Owls split t h e six s ing les 
m a t c h e s with j u n i o r C h a r l o t t e 
Feasby, senior Jus tyna Gudzowska 
and sophomore Erin Wate r s com-
ing away with victories. Feasby 's 
6-4, 5-7, 6-4 win was particularly 
impress ive s ince h e r opponen t 
came in nationally ranked . 

"Charlotte has really stepped up 
for u s , " H e a d C o a c h Pau l 
Blankenship said. "We were look-
ing to see who might step up into 
that No. 2 position, and she cer-
tainly'seems to be doing that quite 
well." 

Dual meets finish with th ree 
doubles matches , and Rice and 
SDSU again stayed even through 
the first two, with the team of Wa-
ters and Gudzowska pulling out a 9-
8 win in the second match to counter 
an 8-2 loss in the first. 

The final match featured Rice's 

4 

SONJA GEE/THRESHER 

Freshman Judith Hagedorn hits a forehand in practice Tuesday. 

No. 1 and No. 3 players, junior Elle 
Lewis and f r e s h m a n Jud i t h 
Hagedorn. This one, like the previ-
ous match, went into a tiebreaker. 
The Californian pair got the win, 
which gave SDSU a 5-4 victory for 
the whole event. The Owls were 
somewhat disappointed despite hav-
ing lost to a nationally ranked team 
by the smallest of margins. 

"Anyone cou ld h a v e won," 
Gudzowska said. "We were very 
even. Wewerejustunluckythatday." 

Luck never came into play the 
next day as the Owls destroyed Pa-
cific 8-1. Waters and Gudzowska 
again pulled off impressive wins in 

both their singles matches and their 
doubles match, bringing their com-
bined record for the weekend to 6-0. 
And with a dominating 8-2 win in the 
final doubles match, Lewis and 
Hagedorn proved they had no inten-
tion of giving up after the tough loss 
Friday night. 

Pacific did not play badly, win-
ning one singles match and stretch-
ing two others to three sets, but the 
Owls were not about to be stopped. 

"The score's a bit deceptive be-
cause I think the match, particularly 
in singles, was a lot closer than [8-
1]," Blankenship said. "I was very 
impressed with our kids." 

Owls' home win streak blown 
away by Golden Hurricane 
Skaer scores 20, but Tulsa pulls out ugly Autry Court win 

by Chris Larson 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

A lot of little problems added up to one big 
problem last Saturday for the men's basket-
ball team. The Owls fell 65-50 to the University 
of Tulsa in a game that could have put them 
atop the Western Athletic Conference Moun-
tain Division. 

Instead, Rice slipped to 12-5 on the year, 3-
2 in conference play and saw its nine-game 
winning streak at Autry Court come to an end. 

A 9-0 Golden Hurricane run with 2 min-
utes, 1 second remaining blew open a game 
that had been tight throughout, as Tulsa (15-
5, 3-2 WAC) built an insurmountable 51-41 
lead. 

' T h e r e were probably about half a dozen 
situations in the g a m e where we had break-
downs. The re was a point in the game when 
we let th ings ge t away," Rice Head Coach 
Willis Wilson said. '"We missed a lot of little 
things, like blocking out for r ebounds on 
f ree throws and missing defensive assign-
ments ." 

Late in the game, Rice had a defensive 
lapse as Tulsa forward Michael Ruffin got an 
easy dunk and was fouled. Additionally, Tulsa 
grabbed multiple offensive rebounds that not 
only allowed them second looks at the basket 
but also enabled them to burn valuable sec-
onds off the clock. 

The game was exactly what you'd expect 
from the two teams that lead the WAC in 
lowest opponents ' field goal percentage. Easy 
shots were few and far between for both 
teams as Rice effectively double- and triple-
teamed Tulsa 's potent inside offensive play-
ers. 

Tulsa also managed to keep a short leash 
on Rice's star shooting guard, senior Robert 
Johnson. He was held to 14 points on 5-of-13 

shooting, significantly below his 22.5 points 
per game average. 

"The shots just didn't go in," Johnson said. 
"I wasn't able to get a streak going." 

On the night, Tulsa shot 37.8 percent from 
the field, while the Owls could hit only 32.6 
percent of their shots. With under six minutes 
left in the first half, the score stood at just 16-
9 in favor of the Golden Hurricane. 

"Both teams are very, very good defen-
sively, and neither team shot particularly well," 
Wilson said. "It was a game of intensity and 
physical play." 

Senior forward Jason Skaer continued his 
improved offensive output, leading all scorers 
with a career high' of 20 points on 8-of-13 
shooting, including 4-of-6 from three-point 
range. The rest of the Owls collectively shot 
just 7-for-33 (21.2 percent). Ruffin led Tulsa 
with 18 points, although 10 of those came 
from the free-throw line. 

"Besides scoring, I'm upset because I didn't 
do the little things I could have done," Skaer 
said. "I'm sure my dad's going to take me 
home tonight and make me block out on free 
throws." 

T h e Owls have a pivotal homestand this 
week as they host Southern Methodist Uni-
versity Thursday at 7:35 p.m. and 24th-ranked 
Texas Christian University Saturday, also at . 
7:35. In a division in which six of the eight 
teams stood at either 3-2 or 2-3 at the begin-
ning of the week, the championship is en-
tirely up for grabs. This week should help 
separate the contenders from the pretend-
ers. 

"I have confidence in myself and the team 
that we'll bounce back," Skaer said. "We can't 
let this loss affect the next game. One loss 
won't kill the season for us, but to contend for 
the conference championship we can't let an-
other game slip by at home." 

Lady Owls add two 
more to injured list 

by Leslie Anne Carter 
THRKSHKK E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 
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And then there were six. 
When the Lady Owls tipped 

off against the University ofTulsa 
Saturday, they were already low 
on players, with only eight in uni-
form. By game's end, the Rice 
women had added two more play-
ers to their injured list. 

In the last five minutes of 
Rice's 60-55 win over Tulsa, se-
nior g u a r d Ash ley D u n c a n 
sprained her ankle and senior 
point guard Charonda Wilson 
sprained her elbow, br inging 
Rice's ever -expanding injury 
count to seven. 

Luckily, the Lady Owls had 
their personal wrecking crew 
crashing the boards to offset an 
injury-depleted bench and a lack-
luster 33-percent shooting per-
formance. 

Five-foot, 10-inch junior for-
ward Kim Smallwood and 6-foot-
3 senior center Jen Hamilton 
combined for 17 offensive re-
b o u n d s to he lp Rice out-re-
bound the Golden Hurr icane 56 
to 36. With 17' points and 15 
rebounds , Smal lwoodnotched 
he r fourth double-double of the 
season. She also tied the school 
record for offensive r ebounds 
with 10. 

"It wasn't anything spectacu-
lar," Smallwood said of her per-
f o r m a n c e . "If we h a d n ' t re-
bounded the way we did, we 
would have lost. We should do it 
all of the time." 

Hamilton also r ecorded a 
double-double, her first of the 
season, with 10 points and 14 
rebounds. 

Rebounding was one of the 

COURTESY SPORTS INFORMATION 

Kim Smallwood 

few things the Lady Owls (11-6, 
4-1 Western Athletic Conference) 
did right against the Golden Hur-
ricane. After two stellar shooting 
performances at home, they were 
unable to find the bottom of the 
basket at the 'Reynolds Center. 
Rice made just 10 of 29 shots in 
the paint and was only 46 percent 
from the free throw line. In fact, 
Tulsa had better shooting per-
centages from the floor, the three-
point line and the charity stripe. 

"We had a rea l ly r o u g h 
shoot ing game," Hamilton said. 
"It 's t he same problem as be-
fore. We have good shoo te r s 
a n d we h a d t h e s h o t s we 
n e e d e d . We just d idn ' t con-
nect." 

Despite the Lady Owls' ane-
mic offense, the Rice women led 
for most of the game. Up 49-43 
with 5 minutes, 48 seconds to go, 
it seemed Rice would hang on for 
the win. But then things started 
to get interesting. 

While going up for a layup, 
Duncan came down on an op-

Sot- BASKETBALL, Page 10 
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Sophomore point guard Mike Wiiks tries to keep the ball away from 
65-50 loss Saturday. Wiiks led the Owls with five assists. 

E.J. ESTRIDGE/THRESHER 

Tulsa's Tony Heard in Rice's 
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BECCA BE RGQUI ST/THRESHER 
Senior center Suzanne Koy, one of the few remaining healthy Lady Owls, 
follows through on a layup in practice. 

Lady Owls edge Tulsa 
BASKETBALL . from Page 9 
posing player's foot, spraining her 
right ankle. With 5:21 left to play, 
Rice had to make do with only two 
guards, and Tulsa began to gain mo-
mentum. As the Lady Owls missed 
seven consecutive shots, the Golden 
Hurricane chipped away at Rice's 
small lead. Three minutes later, Tulsa 
had evened up the game at 53-53. 

Wilson made her exit with 1:29 
left in the game. After stealing the 
ball away from a Tulsa player; she 
broke free for what appeared to be 
an uncontested layup. But before 
Wilson got a chance to shoot the 
ball, Tammy Goyne tackled her 
from behind. Wilson left the game 
with a sprained left elbow, while 
Goyne was penalized with an inten-
tional foul. 

Junior guard Maria Brumfield 
(15 points, five assists, four steals) 

took over point guard duties for 
the Lady Owls and was the only 
guard to finish the game unscathed. 

"It's scary," Hamilton said. "We 
were already low on perimeter play-
ers as it was. We definitely need 
Ashley and Charonda." 

While Duncan will be out for a 
while, Wilson was cleared to play in 
last night's game against Southern 
Methodist University. Freshman 
LaToya Brown, who strained a ham-
string against Colorado State Uni-
versity Jan. 10, was also cleared to 
play in last night's game. 

The Lady Owls continue their 
quest for the WAC Mountain Divi-
sion championship Sunday when they 
visit Texas Christian University. 

The Horned Frogs were 11-6 and 
3-2 in the WAC going into their game 
against Tulsa last night. The Lady 
Owls lead the all-time series 25-15. 

The best pizza in town ... Honest! \ 

UNIVERSITY AT GREENBRIAR 

664-5700 

Bring this Coupon 
for our pick up special! 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/One Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 2/5/99. 

Clark helps Rice vault to third 
by Alex Higbee 

THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice women's indoor track 
and field team finished their last 
week of test runs by competing, at 
the Louisiana State University meet 
in Baton Rouge Saturday. The Owls 
placed third out of the seven-team 
field with 68 points, as top-ranked 
LSU took first place. 

Freshman pole vaulter Rhian 
Clark finished with a jump of 11 
feet, 3 /4 inches. Though lower than 
what she had hoped for, she jumped 
high enough to win the event for the 
second consecutive week. She re-
mains ranked No. 1 in the United 
States in the pole vault. 

A Rice runner again dominated 
the mile, but a different one than in 
the previous week. Sophomore Erin 
Brand placed first'for Rice with a time 
of 4 minutes, 54.20 seconds. Brand 
switched events with senior Kari 
Vigerstol, who finished fourth this 
week in the 800 meters in 2:17.36. 

Freshman Liza Ruckman repre-
sented the Owls in the 3,000-meter 
event and finished the course in 
10:30.98 for third place. 

"LSU is mostly known for sprint-
ers," Brand said. "There wasn't a lot 
of competition in the longer events." 

'We ran pretty well, but 
having three or four 
people sick made us a 
little below par. We're 
trying to get everyone 
to stay healthy and 
keep competing.' 

6 — Victor Lopez 
Head coach 

The Owls withstood the tougher 
competition in the short distances, 
placing two sprinters in the top three 
in the 400-meter dash. Sophomore 
Kelly Andferson finished second in 
56.32, just ahead of freshman Aimee 
Teteris, who placed third in 56.54. 

The Owls put together a strong 
pool of athletes and won the dis-

tance medley relay, a race made up 
of 400-, 800-, 1200- and 1600-meter 
lengths, with a time of 12 minutes 
even. Brand, Vigerstol, freshman 
Katie Waite and junior Margaret Fox 
comprised the winning team. 

This is the last meet that the Owls 
consider part of their training regi-
men. The indoor season consists of 
only five to six meets, not counting the 
national meet, so teams can't afford to 
train through too many of them. 

"Now we should be starting to com-
pete," Head Coach Victor Lopez said. 

Lopez has an additional concern. 
Several of his runners came down 
with a virus last weekend and are 
not expected to compete at the Uni-
versity of Houston this weekend. 

"We ran pretty well, but having 
three or four people sick made us a 
little below par," he said. "We're 
trying to get everyone to stay healthy 
and keep competing." 

Like the men, the women are 
. looking for a meet which would give 
them a good chance at qualifying for 
nationals. They have not yet decided 
which meets they will attend, but 
they have reserved two weekends in 
February for a meet. 

Understaffed men's track finishes fifth 
by Alex Higbee 

THRESHER STAFF 

w 

The Rice men's track and field 
team used last weekend's indoor 
meet at Louisiana State University 
as a measuring stick to see how well 
they stack up against the competi-
tion. 

Running against four other 
schools, including fourth-ranked 
LSU, the Owls finished fifth, with a 
team score of 40 points. 

The last-place finish is mislead-
ing, however. In track meets, larger 
teamshave the advantage.The num-
ber of athletes on a team determines 
how many events can be entered. 
Because of the scoring system in 
track and field, teams that are able 
to place athletes in more events 
improve their chances of scoring 
more points. 

Rice, unfortunately, does not 
have enough track and field mem-
bers to compete in all of the events, 
automatically placing them behind 
larger teams. In this, the track team 
shares the universal disadvantage 

of Rice sports because of the ex-
tremely small student body to draw 
from compared to the extremely 
large student bodies of other 
schools. 

"Our team's pretty small. We'll 
never be up there in points," junior 
Rashad Stafford said. 

While Rice may never win any 
meets, the team boasts several tal-
ented athletes. Stafford, who placed 
first in the 60-meterhurdles Jan. 16 
at the University of Houston, re-
peated his performance at LSU, fin-
ishing in the exact same time: 7.97 
seconds. 

Joining Stafford.in the winner's 
circle was sophomore Lachlan 
McArthur, whose 4-minute,'15.35-
second mile was good enough for 
second place. In the 3,000-meter 
race, sophomore John Jura placed 
fourth", recording a personal best 
time of 8:46.43. 

Running against a strong LSU 
sprint team, sophomore Scott Byer 
placed third in the 400-meter dash 
with a time of 49.57, while senior 
Jaime Price nabbed third place in 

the 800 meters with a time of 
1:56.10. 

"We're just trying to get ready for 
a qualifying meet," Head Coach 
Raymond Davidson said. 

The Owls are preparing for a com-
petition that offers a better chance 
of qualifying for the NCAA Indoor 
Championships in March, either.by-
qualifying automatically or provi-
sionally. To qualify automatically, 
athletes have to meet a previously 
established mark in their event. 

Athletes who meet the more le-
nient time or distance for provisional 
qualification are accepted depending 
on the lack of automatically qualified 
athletes and how their ranks compare 
to those of other provisionally quali-
fied competitors. 

Rice hopes to send some of the 
athletes with the best qualifying 
potential to compete in the Iowa State 
Invitational next week, where supe-
rior facilities should enhance their 
performances. This weekend's meet 
at the University of Houston should 
serve as an opportunity to smooth 
some rough edges. 
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The return of junior right fielder Will Ford, who redshirted last season with a knee injury, is just one of the many reasons the Owls 
expect to contend for their fourth straight conference championship and a national title. 

Baseball '99 

Talented, tested 
Owls take aim 
at national title 

Two years ago, Rice shocked the college baseball world by 
sweeping all four of'its games in the Central Regional in Lub-
bock to advance to the College World Series in Omaha, Neb. 

And though they obviously would have liked to win the 
national championship, it almost seemed as though the Owls 
were just happy to be there. 

This year. Rice doesn't expect to make the same "mistake. 
Granted, they do h a v e t o navigate their way through a 59-

game regular season, a tough Western Athletic Conference 
schedule, the WAC tournament and NCAA regionals and 
super-regionals before even making the CWS. 

But to hear the Owls tell it, the school 's first baseball 
national championship is the only thing that matters. 

"1 expect us to go to Omaha and win it all," senior shortstop 
Damon T h a m e s said. "That 's my goal and I seriously think we 
have the team to do it. It's not just some kind of wish. It's a 
serious opportunity that we can work together to achieve. I 
think we can and that 's what we're all going for." 

"I expect the best season ever at Rice," senior pitcher 
Stephen Bess said. "We hit a milestone at Omaha two years 
ago, but with the team we have this year, we're expecting the 
national championship. Everybody on this team expects that." 

Thames and Bess are certainly speaking optimistically. But 
they are also speaking realistically because, simply put, the 
Owls have a team quite capable of going all the way. 

"You hate to talk too much about something like that," 
Head Coach Wayne Graham said. "But any team that knows 
they're up^thefre in level of ability ought to be th inkingjha t , if 
things go right, they have a legitimate chance to win it. Any 
team with the kind of ability that we have that doesn't aspire to 
that has something wrong with their thinking." 

The Owls' aspirations depend mainly on the success of a 
highly talented and experienced pitching staff. But their of-
fense will be key as well. 

Rice re turns five of last year's nine offensive regulars. 
Center fielder Bubba Crosby and third baseman Kevin Hodge 
both signed professional contracts after being selected in 
baseball 's amateur draft, and second baseman Jason Richards 
and left fielder J.J. Savarino were both seniors. 

F"or most teams, losing that many players would probably 
lead to a drop-off in both talent and results. But the Owls don't 
expect to miss a beat. 

"You never really replace a player like Crosby," Besss said. 
"You're not looking for a replacement, but someone who can 
fill that spot, maybe with different tools. Maybe we won't have 
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Thames passes on pros to lead Rice bats 
Damon Thames didn't exactly burst onto 

the Rice baseball scene last season. But 
then again, he wasn't expected to. 

As a junior t ransfer from San Jacinto 
College North in Houston, Thames w a s * 
supposed to step.into the shortstop posi-
tion vacated by Joseph Cathey, now a mem-
ber of the Houston Astros organization. 

On a team that already featured a super-
star in future first-round draft pick Bubba 
Crosby, Head Coach Wayne Graham was 
simply looking for T h a m e s to provide the 
Owls with a steady glove at a key defensive 
position and a steady bat in an already 
powerful lineup. , 

But before last season started, Crosby 
went down with a hamstr ing injury that 
kept him out of action for five games and 
limited him both offensively and defen-
sively for a significant part of the year. 

When first baseman Jacob Baker and 
right fielder Charles Williams soon followed 
Crosby onto the injured list, the Owls were 

i e f t searching for someone to carry their 
offense. T h a m e s turned out to be the per-
fect man for the job. 

Throughout the season, T h a m e s blos-
somed into Rice's main offensive weapon. 
And on the way, he also turned into one of 
the premier players in the nation. 

"Everybody expected Damon to come in 
and be a good fielder and to hit for average," 
Graham said. "Nobody expected homers 
and RBIs like that because it was never 
there before. He was a real good hitter at 
San Jacinto, but nobody expected it." 

Thames ended the season ranked in the 
top 25 in the nation in seven main offensive 
categories. He led the nation with 115 runs 
batted in and tied an NCAA record with 36 
doubles. He led the Western Athletic Confer-
ence with 26 home inns, 88 runs scored, 120 
hits and seven triples. He also led the Owls in 
batting average (.424), at-bats (283), total 
bases (248) and slugging percentage (.876). 

Thames ' seasQn did not go unnpticed 
on the national scene. He was named the 
American Baseball Coaches Association 
National Player of the Year and the WAC 
Player of the Year. He was a member of the 
All-WAC first team and a consensus first-
team All-American. 

When baseball 's amateur draft rolled 
around in June , most people expected 
T h a m e s to be picked early.enough that he 
would forego his senior year at Rice for a 
chance to play professional baseball. 

,But T h a m e s was not picked until the 
lfrth round, when the New York Yankees 
selected him. When he took a look at his 

options, Thames realized the decision be-
tween life in the Yankees' organization and 
one more year at Rice was easy. 

"It wasn't worth leaving," Thames said. 
'Th i s is just too much fun. I love college 
baseball and I love Rice. It's been a dream 
all my life to play college baseball and win 
a national championship. If we didn't have 
the team to do it, I probably wouldn't have 
come back. But we've got a great team." 

Thames acknowledged that if he had 
been picked as high as originally projected, 
the decision would have been more difficult. 

"It would've taken some more [to leave 
Ricel, but I would have given it more con-
sideration. It's' another dream tt> play pro 
baseball. But I'm glad I'm back," he said. 

With Thames back for another run at a 
national championship, everyone is asking 
the same question: Can he do it again? 

"I have high expectations for myself, 
but I don't think anyone can go in with that 
goal in mind," Thames said. 

"I think I'm going to have a good season, 
but that 's not really my job," he said. "I can 
have a total mediocre year and everybody 
around me can pick it up. We have a good 
enough team that I'm not called upon to do 
that. I have high expectations and I can do 
it again, but we'll just see what happens." 

Senior shortstop Damon Thames, the 1 9 9 8 ABCA 
National Player of the Year, returns to lead the Owls. 
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Journey to Omaha begins with pitching staff 
They say pitching wins championships. If 

that's true, then the NCAA might as well start 
engraving the 1999 Louisville Slugger trophy, 
given to the winner of the College World 
Series, with "Rice University." w 

Though this year's Owls will have one of 
the premier offenses in the nation, their 
strength and the key to their success will most 
likely be their veteran pitching staff. 

Rice returns virtually every member of a 
pitching staff that was already one of the best 
in the nation last year. Included among the 
crop of returnees are those responsible for 44 
of the Owls' 46 wins, 144 of their 155 pitching 
appearances and 535 of 546.2 innings pitched. 

"We've got talented and experienced pitch-
ers who've had the ups and downs that are 
necessary to make it a great staff," Head Coach 
Wayne Graham said. "They've been through a 
lot. They have respect for the game and they 
have the talent necessary for us to be more 
consistent. You don't have any guarantees, 
but we have a chance to have a better staff." 

One of the main reasons the staff knows 
what it takes to be successful is the cata-
strophic meltdown it experienced at last year's 
NCAA Central Regional in College Station. 

In losses against Mississippi State Univer-
sity and the University of Washington, Rice 

gave up 30 hits, 33 earned runs, 17 walks, 12 
hit batsmen and three wild pitches. 

But instead of dwelling on why and how 
they fell apart, this year's staff hopes to learn 
from its mistakes. 

"We've had our ups and downs and we've 
learned a lot," junior pitcher Mario Ramos 
said. "After you go through what our staff has 
been through, we're going to definitely be 
better. We've been in pressure situations be-
fore, and we've shown that we can do it. 

"We had a lapse at the end of last year. I think 
everybody remembers that and we know we 
kind of have to avenge it," he said. "The hitters 
did their job and wetlidn't. But now we're defi-
nitely experienced and that's exciting." 

One of the most exciting things about the 
staff is Ramos himself, who was named a sec-
ond-team preseason All-American. Last year, 
he went 12-2 and led the Owls with a 3.39 
earned run average and a .184 opponents' bat-
ting average. 

In addition, Ramos spent part of last sum-
mer playing with the USA Baseball National 
Team that competed in the International Base-
ball Association's XXXIII World Championship 
in Italy July 21-Aug. 2. With all the added 
experience, Ramos should only be better in '99. 

"It's good for any player ft) play on that 
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Senior Stephen Bess, a preseason third-team All-American, moves into a relief role this year to 
lead the Owl bullpen brigade as the team's closer. 

team," Ramos said. "It's an honor. You play 
against quality competition, and you play with 
the best players around. It was a great experi-
ence overall and I think I learned a lot." 

Though Ramos is probably the staff ace, 
junior Jeff Nichols is right on his heels. Nichols, 
a second-team All-Western Athletic Confer-
ence pick, went 12-4 last year with a 5.34 ERA. 
His 12 wins set a school record, which Ramos 
later equaled. Nichols led the Owls with 17 
starts, 119.2 innings pitched and 117 strikeouts. 

With Ramos and Nichols each back for his 
third year, Rice boasts what could easily be 
the best one-two punch in the nation. 

"They have confronted enough that they 
know what they have to do," Graham said. 
"Obviously they've been very successful, but 
they've also had enough problems to know 
what to do. There's no substitute for the kind 
of experience they've gained the last two years. 
They are certainly two of the top 20 starting 
pitchers in the nation." 

A third candidate for that list could be 
senior right-hander Stephen Bess. After be-
ing used primarily as a starter for his first 
three years at Rice, Bess will move into the 
closer's role for his final season with the Owls. 

Bess went 10-2 with a 4.37 ERA last season, 
with most of his 105.0 innings coming as a 
starter. But in the WAC tournament May 1346, 
Bess came out of the bullpen to record one win 
and one save and to help lead the Owls to their 
third consecutive conference championship. 

With his previous success as a closer, Bess, 
a preseason third-team All-American, is un-
derstandably looking forward to this season. 

"I love the role because I'm a pretty easygo-
ing guy and it takes a lot more than normal to 
get me riled up," Bess said. "But when I'm in 
the bullpen and the game's on the line and we 
need somebody to come through in a clutch 
situation, that really gets me going. I feel like 
I thrive in those situations because the last 
thing on my mind is to back down. Last year it 
seemed to fit because I came in and it seemed 
like a natural transition." 

While Ramos, Nichols and Bess are the 
staffs leaders, there are at least three more 
pitchers who could make significant contribu-
tions this year. 

Sophomore Kenny Baugh went 4-2 for the 
Owls last year. In just his first year, he began 
the season as a reliever but quickly earned 
many of Rice's mid-week starts and even chal-
lenged Bess as the Sunday starter. With Bess 
officially the closer, Baugh should make a 
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Junior lefty Mario Ramos will lead a very 
talented Rice pitching staff. 

permanent move into the weekend rotation. 
"Kenny should be improved," Graham said. 

"He had some great outings last year, but he 
has to be more consistent." 

The Owls' long relief corps should also be 
solid. Junior right-hander Marc Gwyn and 
senior lefty Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl both saw sig-
nificant time as relievers last year, and their 
return gives Rice a dependable bullpen to 
back up its strong starting pitching. 

"I have a lot of confidence in our'bullpen," 
Ramos said. "I never want to give the ball up, but 
if I do, I feel good handing it over to those guys." 

With such a powerful offense, the Owls 
know they have the ability to go a long way. 
But they also know that just how far they can 
go will be determined by their pitching. 

"I think the pitching will hold this team to-
gether," Bess said. "Hitting is up and down 
always, but our staff isn't expecting any slumps. 
Everybody is very excited about our pitching 
staff, and we're expecting a lot out of ourselves." 

"Pitching is basically what we're relying 
on," senior shortstop Damon Thames said. 
"We do score a lot of runs, but they're the main 
part of this team, and we're going to go as far as 
they'll take us." 

Rankings nice, but Owls prefer wins 
In college football, polls decide 

the national champion. In college 
basketball, they don't mean all that 
much. And in college baseball, well, 
it depends on who you ask. 

Rice is ranked No. 4 by Colle-
giate Baseball, No. 6 by Baseball 
America and No. 10 in the Baseball 
Weefc/y/ESPN Coaches poll. But 
while the Owls like the fact that 
they are ranked so high, most don't 
worry too much about preseason 
rankings. 

"It's great that they expect that 
from us," senior pitcher Stephen 
Bess said. "Every team wants to see 
themselves ranked preseason No. 
1, but it doesn't mean a damn thing 
until you start playing games. 

"It does matter because it means 
big publications are recognizing us 
as a strong program, and it gives us 
more confidence,jl he said. "We 
want to hold our ranking because 
it'll help get a regional nearby amf 
get a good seed. But as far as brag-
ging rights and all that go, we don't 
really put a whole Jot of stock in 
rankings." 

As Bess noted, although the 

rankings themselves don't mean 
much, they do have their benefits. . 

"You want to put the pressure on 
yourself to always strive to be bet-
ter, and it's good to have goals to 
shoot for," left fielder Charles Will-

'Every team wants to 
see themselves ranked 
preseason No. 1, but it 
doesn't mean a damn 
thing until you start 
playing games.' 

— Stephen Bess 
Senior pitcher 

iams said. "Our goal is to be No. 1, 
and it's not going to kill us if we go 
down in the rankings because we 
can always go back up." 

Por Head Coach Wayne Graham, 
the most important thing about the 

rankings is their postseason impli-
cations. 

"The thing about the polls is that 
it all relates back to jetting through 
the regionals," Graham said. "If 
you're trying to get through as a 
non-host team, you have to get a 
Wgh seed, and obviously your 
chances for a high seed are en-
hanced by a high ranking. And when 
you start with a high ranking, it's a 
little easier to stay there." 

The University of Southern Cali-
fornia is the top-ranked team in both 
the Baseball America and Coaches 
polls, and Collegiate Bc&eball picked 
Wichita State University as its No. 1 
team. 

Seven of Rice's opponents re-
ceived votes in at least one preseason 
poll, including Texas A&M Univer-
sity, the University of Houston, 
Baylor University, (he University of 
South Alabama, tHe University of 
Central Florida, the University of 
California at Los Angeles and Fresno 
State University. 

The Aggies are ranked as high as 
No. 11, and the Cougars No. 24 (both 
in Baseball America). Senior Zane Curry returns for his second year as Rice's start ing catcher. 
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Charles Williams 

I C 
1 . 1 

Hit .354 with a .473 on-base 
percentage. Very fast out-
fielder who can cover a lot of 
ground. 

Jason Gray 

GF 
Key play'er in San Jacinto 
College's back-to-back trips 
to Junior College World Series. 
Strong defensive outfielder. 
Will hit for power. 

Will Ford 

m # am• 

Redshirted '98 season with 
knee injury. Hit .300 with 
RBIs in '97. Has a strong 
and seasoned left-handed bat. 

Damon Thames 

ss 
Led nation with 115 RBIs and 
36 doubles, and hit .424 with 
26 HRs. Defense went from 
decent to outstanding as year 
progressed. 

B r e t t S m i t h 

2B 
Transfer from Galveston 
College. Hit .310 with 11 HRs 
and 42 RBIs. Named to the all-
NJCAA Region XIV team. 

Eric Arnold 

3B 
Drafted in the 26th round by 
the Chicago Cubs. Hit .477 
with eight HRs at LaPorte 
High School. 

P j r p h v 
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Position 

Jacob Baker 

IB 
Hit .360 with 12 HRs and 61 
RBIs. Led team with nine 
sacrifice flies, yvill be counted 
on to drive in runs from the 
middle of lineup. 

Though Rice lost four'starters from last year's -WAC 
champions, the Owls should have one of the best teams 
in the country. Here is a quick glance at the1999 Owls. 

Justin Berg 

DH 
Hit just .284 in regular 
season, but hit .667 . in 
RegionaI -to notch all-
tournament honors. Good 
clutch hitter. 

Zone Curry 

f c 111 
Led team with a .982 fielding 
percentage. Hit .299 with 16 
doubles. Played in every 
g§r r re . Calls a good game 
behind the plate. 

PROJECTED 
BATTING ORDER 
Charles Williams, LF 
Jason Gray, CF 
Damon Thames, SS 
Will Ford, RF 
Jacob Baker., IB 
Justin Berg, DH 
Eric Arnold, 3B 
Brett Smith, 2B ' . 
Zape Curry, C 
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Senior first baseman Jacob Baker (left), a right-handed hitter, and junior center fielder Jason Gray, a lefty, make Rice 
a legitimate home run threat from both sides of the plate. 

Offense, intangibles add to Owl attack 
BASEBALL, from Pa^e 11 
the exact s ame team that we had last 
year, but we might be be t te r in cer-
tain a reas and give way in o thers . I 
don't think we'll be less of a team." 
" Junior Jason Gray, a t ransfer f rom 

San Jac in to Col lege, will r ep lace 
Crosby at cen te r field. While it's un-
fair to expect Gray to put up Crosby-
like numbers , h e should fill in nicely. 

"Gray is a real quality player," 
Graham said. "He ' s a good defen-
sive player and he'll hit with power. 
He'll have an immedia te impact ." 

Replacing Savarino will be junior 
Will Ford, who missed all of last sea-
son with a knee injury. In '97, Ford hit 
.300 with nine h o m e runs , 59 RBIs 
and 12 stolen bases , and his re turn 
will b e a big boost for the Owls. 

"Ford's re turn is really big be-
cause he 's a great defensive player 
and has a very s t rong arm," senior 
first baseman Jacob Baker said. "With 
him bu t there along with Gray and 
Char les Williams, it probably gives 

us the best outfield in the nation." 
Junior t ransfer Brett Smith and 

f r e s h m a n Eric Arnold a re expec ted 
to fill in at second and third base, 
respec t ive ly , t h o u g h s o p h o m o r e 
Matt Fox is push ing for playing t ime 
at both positions. 

With senior Just in Berg manning 
designated hitter duties, s en io rZane 
Curry catching, Baker r e tu rn ing at 
first base and T h a m e s coming off a 
d ream season, the Rice of fense will 
once again be powerful. 

"Every year you have different 
chemis t ry with the l ineup with guys 
who can do different things," junior 
left fielder Will iams said. "We' re 
more versati le this year because we 
have more left-handed h i t te rs in the 
l ineup and we ' re more ba lanced . 
Nobody has to worry about doing 
everyth ing at one t ime b e c a u s e you 
know the next guy can pick you up." 

If Rice's l ineup p roduces its fair 
sha re of runs and the pi tching staff 
keeps the Owls in every game, they 

should be able to go a long way. But 
t he re are also a n u m b e r of intan-
gibles, including maintaining heal th 
and focus, that will play a large role 
in their success . 

"Staying healthy and focused and 
not taking anything for granted are 
key," T h a m e s said. "We have a good 
team, but we can't go out there and 
think we'r<? going to win every game. 
As long as we stay focused , we 
should be in good shape." 

For the Owls, an important part of 
staying focused is concentrat ing on 
everything that must happen before 
Omaha, such as the regular season 
and the WAC tournament . But when 
it comes down to it, a national title is 
still their ultimate goal. 

"We've won everything else," Ford 
said. "We've won conference cham-
pionships and conference tourna-
ments. We've won regionals. We've 
been everywhere but the top. There ' s 
no reason to play unless we're play-
ing for the national championship." 

OWLS AT A GLANCE 
• 1998 regular season—41-15 (2&-4 Western Athletic Confer-
ence South Division) 

• 1998 postseason — Won WAC tournament (4-0); elimi-
nated in NCAA Central Regional (1-2) 

• 1998 key team stats—.241 opponents batting average; .337 
batting average;! 18 home runs;9.3runs per game; 5.05 earned 
run average 

• Preseason rankings—No. 4 (Collegiate Baseball); No. 6 (Base-
ball America); No. 10 (Baseball Weekly/FJSPN Coaches Poll)* " 

• Preseason All-Americans—SS Damon'Thames (first team); 
LPMario Ramos (second team); RPStephen Bess (third team) 

1999 RICE BASEBALL SCHEDULE 
January 
Olive Garden Classic 
29 South Alabama 
30 Duke 
3 1 Central Florida 

February 
3 UT-San Antonio (DH) 
6-7 McNeese State 
9 Houston 

Big Ball Sports/ 
Crowne Plaza Classic 
12 Northwestern State 
13 UCLA 
14 McNeese State 

16 Sam Houston State 

Marriott West Loop Invitational 
19 Jacksonville State 
20 Nebraska 
2 1 Nicholls State 

23 Houston 
26-28 Fresno State (WAC) 

March < 
2 Southwest T exas State 
3 Sam Houston State 

6-7 Dallas Baptist 
10 Lamar 
12-14 San Diego State (WAC) 
16 Houston 
19-21 Utah (WAC) 
23 SouthwestTexasState 
26-28 UNLV (WAC) 
3 0 Texas A&M 

April 
1-3 
7 
8-10 
13 

San Jose State (WAC) 
Baylor 
BYU (WAC) 
Houston 

16-18 New Mexico (WAC) 
2 1 Lamar 
23-25 Hawaii (WAC) 
27 Baylor 
28 Houston 
30 TCU (WAC) 

May 
1 TCU (WAC) (DH) 
14-16 Air Force (WAC) 
19-22 WAC Championships 
27-30 NCAA Regionals 

June 
4-6 NCAA Super Regionals 
11-19 College World Series 

WAC denotes a Western Athlet ic Conference game 
BOLD denotes a home game at Cameron Field 
DH denotes a doubleheader 

rOUlEGE Of ^ 

^•eOUCATtO*4* 

STUDENT HELPERS 
BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

Positions are available in a laboratory at Baylor 
College of Medicine for Rice University students in-
terested in participating in research projects involving 
gene therapy, focusing on novel cell-based delivery 
systems for therapeutic agents, with emphasis on the delivery of neu-
rotrophic factors for the injured central nervous system. These positions 
can be filled at the level of Student Helper IV or Student Helper V, de-
pending on the s tatus and previous experience of the applicant.'Tbe salary 
range.is $7.57 to $8.66 per hour. Hours will be variable, from 10 to 39 
hours per week, according to the arrangements made between the super-
visor and the individual student. Students will use techniques including 
plasmid growth and preparation, the polymerase chain reaction, and DNA 
hybridization. Please contact Dr. Peter Harnsby, Huffington Center on 
Aging, Baylor College of Medicine at (713) 798-7334 or by e-mail at 
phornsby@bcm.tmc.edu. 

Baylor College of Medicine is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action and Equal Access 
Employer. 

You've got to get away! 
New Years Resolution: 

LAX/SF0/SEA 

London 

Paris 

Dublin 

Caracas 

Santiago 

Sydney 

$200 
$375 
$409 
$432 
$353 
$784 

$1261 

Council Travel 
Council on International 

Educational Exchange 

University. Center Room 32-D 
University of Houston 
4800 Calhoun 
Houston, TX 77204 
Phone: 713-743-2777 
Fax: 713-743-2778 

www. c o u n c i I t r a v e l .com 

The #1 Choice for 
Spring Break for 15 years! 

gt i v i a z . a t u a N 

UNIVERSITY 
BEACH CLUB 

MKXHEMI 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 3 2 - 2 4 2 8 

w w w . u n i v e r s i t y b e a c h c l u b . c o m 

mailto:phornsby@bcm.tmc.edu
http://www.universitybeachclub.com
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Owls swim to first victory of year 
Rice beats San Diego, falls to No. 15 UCLA in West Coast trip 

by Kathleen Corr 
THKKSHKK l-DITOKIAI. STAFF 

T h e w o m e n ' s s w i m t e a m 
cruised down the California coast 
last weekend , winn ing a m e e t 
against the University of San Di-
ego after racing well against the 
nationally ranked Universi ty of 
California at Los Angeles, 

The Owls won their first meet of 
the year Saturday, beating San Di-
ego 168.5-109.5. Rice overcame an 
initial defiqt due to the lack of a 
diving squad by winning 11 of 18 
events to clinch the victory. 

"We were down 18-0 because of 
diving," Head Coach Doug Boyd 
said. "We had our work cut out for 
us. We lost the medley, but from 
then on we crushed them." 

Rice came into the meet expect-
ing a close score, but the strong 
performances by the Owls made the 
victory look easy. 

"Going into it we thought it would 
be a close meet," freshman Katie 
Hermann said. "We all swam really 
well." 

Senior Robin Davidson and jun-
ior Rachel Doyle pulled double duty 
to lead Rice, each taking first-place 
honors in two events. Davidson's 
times of 4 minutes, 30.61 seconds in 
the 400-yard individual medley and 
59.91 in the 100-yard butterfly were 
enough for first place in each event. 
Doyle won the 500- and 1,650-yard 
freestyles with times of 5:05.26 and 
17:07.13, respectively." 

"We were all mentally prepared," 
Doyle said. "We knew we were go-
ing to have to swim fast." 

Sophomore Kim Mahe r took 
first place in the 100-yard freestyle 
in 54.00, and fellow sophomore 
Jada S a n d e r s ' - t ime of 2:05.98 
earned her the win in the 200-yard 
butterfly. 

The f reshmen women showed 
that experience is not always a re-
qu i r emen t . H e r m a n n ' s t ime of 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
jan. 23 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

* RICE 60 TULSA 55 

Rice 
Tulsa 

28 
21 

32 
34 

60 
55 

Rice (10-6, 3-1) 
Smallwood 7-16 3-6 17. Jordan 3-7 3-8 9. Hamilton 3-
11 4-7 10, Wilson 1-7 0-0 2, Brumfield 6-14 2-5 15, 
Duncan 2-12 0-0 4, Koy 1-2 1-2, 3, Florus 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 23 69 13-28 6 0 

Tulsa (4-12, 2-2) 
Morrow 6-12 0-0 12, Dinkens 0-2 2-2 2, Goyne 2-8 
0 0 5. P i t tman 6-15 3-4 17. Smi th 1-4 0-0 2. 
Stagner 1-8 0 0 3, Wagner 5-8 2-2 14, Henkelmann 
0-0 0 0 0 
Totals: 21 57 7-8 55 

Three point g o a l s — Rice: 1-10 (Jordan 0-1. Wi lson 
0 2. Brumfield 1-2, Duncan 0-5) ; Tulsa: 6-17 (Mor-
row 0-3. Goyne 1-4, P i t tman 2-3. Stagner 1-5, 
Wagner 2-2) 

Rebounds — Rice: 56 (Smal lwood 15. Hami l ton 
14): Tulsa: 36 (Morrow 7) 

Assists — Rice: 12 (Brumf ie ld 5); Tulsa; 16 (Mor-

row 6 i 

Attendance: 2 ,584 

WAC STANDINGS 

(first record Is conference, second Is overall) 

Mountain Division 

Colorado St. 5 - 0 20 - 1 
Rice 
TCU 
SMU 
UNLV 
Tulsa • 
Wyoming 
Air Force 

4 - 1 
3 - 2 
3 - 2 
2 - 3 
2 - 3 
1 - 4 
0 - 5 

11-6 

11 - 6 

8 - 9 
10-6 

4 - 13 
5 - 1 1 
5 - 12 

25.08 earned first place in the 50-
yard freestyle, and April Martin 
raced the 200-yard backst roke in 
2:07.62 to capture the win. 

Not to be o u t d o n e , Suzy 
Nicoletti won the 100-yard breast-
stroke in a time of 1:07.45, and 
Jordan Hollsten outraced the com-
petitors in the 100-yard backstroke 
in 58.83. 

' We trained hard over 
Christmas break. Then 
we came back and 
eased up a little. 
Training that hard paid 
off this weekend. ...It 
helps competing 
against someone as fast 
as UCLA. It pushes you 
to go faster' 

— Rachel Doyle 
Junior swimmer 

The weekend 's performances 
can be directly attributed to training 
efforts earlier this month, Doyle 
said. 

"We trained hard over Christ-
mas break," she explained. "Then 
we came back and eased up a little. 
Training that hard paid off this week-
end." 

The Owls' confidence at the San 
Diego meet was boosted by strong 
performances the previous day. Rice 
lost to No. 15-ranked UCLA Friday 
127-68, but the final score did not 
reflect the Owls times. 

"I think our team really came 
together," Hermann said. "It was a 
tough afternoon, coming off the 
plane and competing against a team 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

TULSA 65 RICE 50 

Tulsa 
Rice 

23 
21 

42 — 65 
29 — 50 

Tulsa(15-5, 3-2) 
Coley 0-5 4-8 4, Ruffin 4-6 10-15 18, Kurtz 4 4 2-
2 10. Heard 2-7 5-6 11, Hill 3 -11 2-4 10, Harr ington 
0-7 2-2 2. Wi l l iams 2-2 0-0 6, Bennett 0 1 0 0 0. 
Cornwell 2-2 0-0 4 
Totals: 17 45 25 37 65 

Rice (12-5, 3-2) 
Armstrong 0-3 3 4 3, Skaer 8 13 0-4 20, Bougaieff 
0-6 0-0 0, Johnson 5-13 3-4 14, Wi lks 1-7 7 9 9. 
Tyndell 0 -1 0-0 0. Cooper 1-3 2-2 4 
Totals: 15-46 15-23 5 0 

Three-point goals — Tulsa: 6-18 (Coley 0-3, Heard 
2-5. Hill 2-7, Harr ington 0-1. WilliaiTTs 2-2); Rice: 5-
15 (Armstrong 0-1. Skaer 4-6, Johnson 1 6 , Wi lks 
0-1. Tyndell 0-1) 

Rebounds — Tulsa: 40 (Ruff in 14) ; Rice: 29 
(Bougaief f 9) 

Assis ts — Tulsa: 13 (Coley 3, Heard 3); Rice: 7 
(Wi lks 5) * 

At tendance: 4 , 134 

WAC STANDINGS 

(first record Is conference, second Is overall) 

Mountain Division 

UNLV 
Tulsa 
Rice 
TCU 
Colorado St. 
Wyoming 
SMU 
Air Force 
Pacific Division * 

Utah 
New Mexico 
Fresno St. 
UTEP 
BYU 

San Jose St. 
Hawaii 
San Diego St 

4 - 1 
4 - 2 
3 - 2 
3 - 3 
2 - 3 
2 - 3 
2 - 3 
1 - 4 

5 - 0 
3 - 2 
3 - 2 
3 - 2 
3 - 2 
2 - 3 
1 - 4 
0 - 5 

1 1 - 7 
16 - 5 
12 - 5 
15 - 5 
12 - 5 
1 1 - 5 
8 - 10 
8 - 8 

15 - 4 
16 - 4 
13 - 7 
1 1 - 7 

8 - 9 
9 - 9 
4 - 13 
2 - 15 

like that. We swam really fast." 
T h e 400-meter relay team of 

f r e s h m e n Rachel A r m s t r o n g , 
Maher, Martin and Hermann earned 
the Owls their only first-place tro-
phy for the day, winning in 3:33.87. 

Sophomore Jada Sanders and 
Doyle each captured second-place 
honors for the Owls. Sanders took 
the silver in the 200 butterfly with a 
time of 2:06.07, and Doyle grabbed 
the second spot in 1,000-yard 
freestyle in 10:13.99. 

"It he lps compet ing agains t 
someone as fast as UCLA," Doyle 
said. "It pushes you to go faster." 

Hermann had two personal bests 
on the day. Her time of 1:54.09 in the 
200-yard freestyle and 2:07.03 in the 
200 back each earned her second-
place finishes. 

"We were more mentally pre-
pared, and we were ready to swim 
fast," Hermann said. "We're pulling 
together everything we've worked 
for thw whole year." 

The men's and women's teams 
face two Western Athletic Confer-
ence schools this weekend. The 
Owls compete in Dallas against 
Southern Methodist University Fri-
day and then square off against 
Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth Saturday. 

"SMU is in the WAC and they'll 
be a tough team," Hermann said. 
'TCU hasn't beat Rice in years but 
they've gotten a lot of new swim-
mers. We're looking forward to that 
meet." 

SMU's women's team is ranked 
third in the nation; the men's team is 
ranked 18th. The Owls, however, 
are not letting the numbers intimi-
date them. 

"We'll have our hands full on Fri-
day and then hopefully we can get a 
victory on Saturday." 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Rugby starts spring 
season with a bang 

The Rice Rugby Football Club 
visited San Marcos this past 
weekend to play its first cup 
match of the spr ing season 
against a strong Southwest Texas 
State University team. 

The day proved to be a good 
one fqr Rice as the Owls were led 
to a 45-12 victory over SWTSU 
with scoring attempts by junior 
David Sa ldana , s e n i o r Ben 
Stamets, junior Steven Vaughan 
and junior Nick Carling. Al-
though Rice started out slowly 
on offense, solid playing by both 
the fo rwards and the backs 
helped the Owls obtain a deci-
sive victory. 

"I think we are going to have 
a very good season," Carling 
said. "We're practicing well, ev-
eryone is in pretty good shape, 
and we keep getting bet ter ev-
eryday." 

Rice Rugby has five more 
weeks left in its regular season 
and will play at Texas A&M Uni-
versity next weekend in its sec-
ond cup match. 

Owl football players 
honored at banquet 

The football team held its an-
nual team banquet Friday night 
at the Marriott Medical Center to 
honor outstanding performances 
both on and off the field. 

S e n i o r o f f e n s i v e g u a r d 
Charles Torello and senior de-
fensive end Ter rence Melton 
took home the night's highest 
awards, capturing the positions 
of permanent captains of the 

1998 team. Torello also won a 
George R. Brown Offense Award 
as the Owls' top offensive line-
man. Melton was honored with 
a J e s s Neely Defense Award as 
the team's top defensive line-
man. 

Other Brown Award winners 
included senior wide receiver Ja-
son Blackwell and senior run-
ning back Michael Perry. 

Also winning Neely Awards 
were senior linebacker Rashad 
Reynolds and senior cornerback 
LaDouphyous McCalla. Senior 
deep-snap specialist Andy Beard 
won the Owls' special teams 
award. 

It was Blackwel l ' s th i rd 
straight Brown Award; Torello 
was also the 1997 winner on the 
o f f e n s i v e l ine. On d e f e n s e , 
Reynolds won the Neely Award 
for the third straight year, and 
McCalla was also honored in 
1997. 

Junior defensive tackle Judd 
Smith was the only double win-
ner. He took home the James W. 
Glanville Award for athletics, aca-
demics and integrity and the 
"Bloody Joe" David Award for 
rising above pain and injury. 

Also honored Friday were 
sophomore safety Travis Ortega 
with the Big Stick Award for the 
biggest hits, senior running back 
Keilone Gordon >vith the Billy Ed 
Daniels Teammate Award, and 
defensive lineman B.J. Forguson 
with the Joe Lipscomb Award as 
the team's most outstanding true 
freshman. 

The Owls finished the 1998 
season with a disappointing 5-6 
record, but their 5-3 Western Ath-
letic Conference record was good 
enough for second place in the 
WAC Mountain Division. 

How Would 
You Score? 

s 
LSAT MCAT 

GMAT GRE \ 

Take a Free Test Drive 
and find out! 

Sunday, February 7th 
chock in 

MCAT 8:00 am LSAT 8:30 am 
GRE 1:00 pm GMAT 1:30 pm 

Rice University 

Call 1 -800-KAP-TEST today to reserve your seat! 

co-sponsored by: 

www.kaplan.com 

wtmh 
'Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners. 

http://www.kaplan.com
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Broncos fixin' to 
get dirty on Birds 

Better start getting ready. Pretzels, chips 
and that dish with ranch in the middle sur-
rounded by celery, carrots and stuff. Two kegs 
that will be tapped three hours before game 
time and will be consumed right until the end 
of the night. By now, every American knows 
what I'm talking about: Super Bowl Sunday. 

The best football game of fche year, right? 
The top two teams. Everything on the line. 
This is why those big guys play the game. So 
why thcflreparation? Shouldn't the 
game be enough? 

Technically, yes. But realisti-
cally, no. If you wanted a great 
football game, go watch the NFC 
Championship game played a 
couple of weeks ago. The Fal-
cons pulled off a squeaker in the 
frozen indoor tundra in Minne-
sota, and it was a helluva game. 
But if you want to be entertained 
this weekend, better pay more 
attention to the comir^rcials. 

Three words explain why the 
game will be another ho-hum Super Bowl 
blowout: the Denver Broncos. Last year they 
ate enough Lucky Charms to magically de-
feat the much worthier Packers. This year, 
though, Denver has learned something: how 
to turn it on. 

The last time this guy missed 

anything, Mike Tyson was still 

raping and non-cannibalistic. 

It's better to be lucky than 

good, but leprechauns don't 

like dirty birds. 

So they lost two of their last three regu-
lar season games. Were they concerned? 
Of course not. Against the Dolphins' top-
ranked run defense three weeks ago, 
Terrell Davis scored three sixers in three 
possessions. The Dolphins had given up 
.six rushing touchdowns all season. What 
about the Dolphins' offense? Already con-
sidered anemic by most, the Broncos al-
lowed them one field goal all game. Sure, 
Miami's offense sucks, but the Broncos 
must have done something right. 

The Jets came into Mile High thinking 
they were going to ball-control Denver to 
death, and it worked. For one half, that is. 

Reeves, Falcons have 
horses to buck Broncs 

Sunidh 
Jani 

T h e n Denver 
flipped the switch 
and scored 20 
points faster than 
my cousin Vinny could 
throw three interceptions, 
yet slow enough that Bill Parcells 
couldn't leave the Jets for the Browns. • 

Despite all of this, experts say the Fal-
cons will play over their heads b e 
cause they are entering on a high 
horse, but in reality it's more of a 
mule. Their 14-2 record is impres-
sive, but playing against St. Louis 
(twice), Carolina (twice), New Or-
leans (twice), Chicago and Indianapo-
lis will do that for you. 

Against the Niners, instead of 
running out the clock, Anderson ran 
out of boundsand gave Steve Young 
a chance for a field goal. Who can 
forget the fact that they busted up 

_ _ _ _ _ Hearst's fibula as well? Finally, 
against the Vikes, Gary Anderson 

missed. The last time this guy missed any-
thing, Mike Tyson was still raping and non-
cannibalistic. It's better to be lucky than good, 
but leprechauns don't like dirty birds. 

Davis is now the man in Mile High; Elway 
merely directs traffic. The way this guy runs, 
he will be breaking every feasible record by 
the time he's 30, and one thing you have to love 
about T.D. is that he, like the Broncos, turns it 
on in the playoffs. His playoff rushing average 
of 148 yards per game will attest to that. 

But let's say the impossible occurs and 
the Falcons stop Davis and we have an aerial 
shootout. Then you have the Elway-Chan-
dler matchup. This is probably the only 
chance the Falcons have, namely because 
their corners are good enough to contain 
Elway and his receiving corps. 

Another advantage the Broncos have: 
John Elway and Mike Shanahan hate Dan 
Reeves. Reeves fired Shanahan, and in re-
turn, Elway and Shanahan unofficially fired 
Reeves. Reeves has never won the big game, 
and the Broncos intend to keep it that way. 

The Falcons vs. the Broncos. Too bad the 
game won't fulfill the hype. 

So this Sunday, start drinking around 3 
p.m. That way, when the game starts, you 
won't care about the blowout, but will still enjoy 
the Nike commercials. And-doh't worry about 
missing Dan Reeves doing the Dirty Bird. The 
only bird he'll be getting is the one Elway flips 
him at the end of the first half. 

Sunidh Jani is a Sid Richardson College 
sophomore. 

Chris 
Baskin 

Yes, I have finally returned 
from the land of Euros. My 

semester in Italy taught me 
many things: most im-
portantly, it taught me 
firsthand that Euros 
have no idea what is 
really important in the 
world of sports. 

I'm not kidding 
when I say the Euro equivalent 
of ESPN — aptly titled 
"Eurospor t " — makes the 
deuce's programming seem le-
git. This is a channel entirely 
devoted to the poorest excuses 
of spectator sports imaginable, 
including ping pong, cycling, 
long-distance running, wind surf-
ing and the ever-popular CART 
series. 

I miss my sports! 
So as I find my way back into 

the stifling academic flow that is 
Rice, I intend to make it my sole objective df the 
last year of the millennium to watch every 
single significant sporting event. And with the 
first month being January — in the lexicon of 
American sports-fandom, that would mean real 
American football—I've already seen Tennes-
see (Rocky) top the 'Noles, and now it is time 
for the Atlanta Falcons to do the (dirty) bird-
walk all over the Broncos in January's gridiron 
denouement. 

A few of you may recall a column I wrote 
last year sizing up the Super Bowl matchup 
between the Pack and the Broncos, in which 
I called my misguided shot that the Pack 
would destroy the Broncos. Well, I'm not 
ashamed to admit that I was wrong — but 
that's hot going to stop me from picking 
against them again this year. 

Sure, it may be Elway's last year, but the 
Falcons have what it takes to spoil Elway's 
parade. Atlanta has all the momentum. In fact, 
they haven't tasted defeat since the first month 
of the season, when I was still chillin' in Flo1 

rence, while Denver lost twice in the last month, 
including once to the "powerful" Giants. This 
supposedly unbeatable team suffers from the 
incurable sports disease of overconfidence, 
the same affliction, I might add, that saddled 
the Pack with a loss in the big game a year ago. 

The Falcons have nothing to lose. They're 
just happy to be there, playing for fun and for 
their coach, to whom their loyalty is unques-
tioned. Dan Reeves has been a part of a quarter 
of all Super Bowls ever played. He has the 
experience needed to lead his team to victory, 
not to mention a rejuvenated heart. And this 

year, unlike his disappointing Super Bowl cam-
paigns with Denver, he has the weapons. 

Chris Chandler is no longer the "Chande-
lier." Under Reeves, he has become as gutsy 
and accurate a passer as anyone in the NFL. 
Jamal Anderson is, after Denver's Terrell 
Davis, the best back in the league, and 
Atlanta's wide-out tandem of Tony Martin 
and Terance Mathis is second only to the 

Vikings' duo of Cris Carter and 
Randy Moss in terms of big-play 
excitement and consistency. Their 
defense is sound, with an amazing 
secondary led by Eugene "The In-
terception Machine" Robinson and 
"Big Play" Ray Buchannan. They 
have a solid D-line headed by in-
structor of chaos Chuck Smith. To 
top it all off, their special teams are 
exceptional with the big leg of 
Morten Anderson and the lightning 
speed of return guru Tim Dwight. 

The Falcons have all the intan-
gibles and none of the pressure that 

the heavily favored Broncos will face come 
Sunday. Since it's never happened before, 
the experts say a dome team can't win a 
Super Bowl, but it's not like Atlanta's going 
to be facing Lambeau Field's "frozen tun-
dra." The game-time conditions in Miami 
will undoubtedly be more comparable to the 
comforting climate-controlled Georgia Dome 
than the meterological conundrum that is 
Mile High. 

Now it is time for the Atlanta 
Falcons to do the (dirty) bird-
walk all over the Broncos in 

January's gridiron 
denouement. 

Agreed, Denver is a better team on paper, 
but the game is being played on grass. Yes, 
it will be a close one this year, but I have to 
give the edge to the Dirty Birds — not just for 
their undeniably cool team nickname — but 
because of the warriors in the black and red 
who created that image. 

Mark it down: Atlanta 27, Denver 24 (in 
OT, by the way). Good luck, Birds. May the 
Force be with you. 

Chris Baskin is a Sid Richardson College 
junior. 

Come work a t Cohen House 
on I will Trill this dog. 

Free tasty food. 
Flexible hours. 

No experience necessary. 

To join the Coho team, 
call Lisa 630-8201 or Eric 630*8669, 
or stop by Cohen House 11 -4 weekdays. 
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LOVING COUPLES WANTED 
TO HOME TEST AN ALTERNATIVE CONDOM DESIGN 

earn up to $100 by participating in a study 
of a different condom design and material 

Couples must be: 
Male partner age 18+ 

Female partner age 18 - 45 
Willing to report on 8 condom uses 

In a stable relationship with one partner 
Current user of Birth Control Pills, IUD, Norplant 

Depo-Provera, or Sterilization 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 

(713) 795-5964 
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•IBC 
fc> 

111! 

with Overdraft Courtesy! 

Check out all the.reasons why IBC's 
Free Checking is really free: 

* Overdraft Courtesy 
up to $300 or $500 

* Free of monthly 
service charge 

* Free of minimum 

• Free IBC ATM usage 
with Overdraft 
Courtesy 

• Only $50 opens 
your account 

balance requirement • First order of 
* Free IBC ATM card printed checks free 

Visit one of IBC's six locations today 
to get your IBC Free Checking! 

•IBC 
International Bank of Commerce 

We do more 

(713) 526-1211 
www.iboc.com 

Member FDIC/lnternational Iftncshares Corporat ion ' Effective 30 days after account is opened E. qual i f ied 

http://www.iboc.com
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THAT 5 V 
HI, FOLK5! S JJH& 

ISSFTEP VMR WE'VE 
!£T GONE DIGFTAL' 

IN FACT, FROM ALREADY WE W LeT<? 
LOGGED OVER OPEN 
700,000QUER- ON5 UP, 

Mll<B 
YOU WANT • ZONK 

NOUJ ON, well 
3E ACCEPTING 
ONLY EMAIL' 

RIGHT, 
FOLK'S-
NO MOFB 
SNAIL 
MAIL ' 

OF HOT, 
UJSTY 

NURSES? 

M A M 

W(v," 

"PE/\R 600P QUESTION, 
GUYS: PQ-! ACTUALLY, 

SOKJHATS 7 ^ ^ ^ J E V ' 
THE KEY 
TORARIP- ' 
RESPONSE Y, 
'TOON/NG'? 
-RQ." . 

N _V/^ 

I $ F F 

THE FIRST RULE IS NBVBK 
STRIKE YOUR SETS/ TOPICAU 
FTY DEFENDS ON REAP/NESS/ 

TOR INSTANCE, WEPBE 
ABLE TO CUT AWAY TO 
THIS SCALE MODEL OF THE 

WH/TE HOUSE 7HE INSTANT 

/ ~ r r 
' OKAY,S!OPHORS-

NO! 
NOOO-' 

INGAROUNP-
THIS/SH/S70RY/ 

\ 

RN N V RI« 
W M W C S M M I >/-,z ' ' t f f f ? 

SO WIS /ST, FOLKS-ME 
PERFECT SCALE MODEL OF 
THE- WHITEHOUSE WHERE WE 

STAGE SO MUCH 
OF OUR QUALITY 

^ ~ R/ COMMENTARY' 

THE ATTENTION TO DETAIL- X 
ANPVERISIMIUIUPE IS 
STAGGERING— JUST LOOK 
AT THE GILTWORKON THIS 
TINY REPUCA OFOLPGLOR/T) 

EVEN THE INTERIORS ARE 
PERFECTLY REPROPUCEP, 
INCLUPING EVERYTHING 

I _ FROM FURNITURE 
TO PORTRAITS 

~ X TO HIGHLY 
SENSFTIVE 
DOCUMENTS. 

SECURITY, OF 
COURSE, IS TAKEN 

VERY, VERY... 

WHY, MR 
STARR! 

WHAT A 

1 
YOU KNOW, ONE OF THE 
QUESTIONS PEOPLE FRE 
QUENTLY ASK US IS, 
WHY POES YOUR X . _ ^ 
FEATURE AL- % 
WAYS SEEM 
SO CURRENT?" 

C ^ 

FIRST OF ALL, WE 
USE ONLY HANPSORTEP, M 
GARDEN-FRESH INFORMAL 
TIONPROVIDE?BY TRUST' 

WITHOUTGOOD 
SOURCES, WE | 
WOULDN'T I 
KNOW7HAT/ 

HARP INFORMATION /S KEY/ 
IT ALLOWS US TO REPORT 

CONFIPENTLY, FOR INSTANCE, 
THAT CLINTON 

/ ...OR 
HEWONT: 

EPINSIPER SOURCES ' 

Y\ 

MTWLIWMMIMMMW 

*? u u . a 

HEE,HEE-I KNOW YOUR NEXT 
QUESTION •• "WAITA MINUTE 
ISN'T THIS FINE FEATURE PRE' 
PARED WEEKS IN ADVANCE?' 

'AND IF 60, HOW COULD 
YOU GUYS POSSIBLY KNOW 
THERE'S BEEN A CENSURE 
VEAL WITH THE PRESIPENT?" 

EASY-LUE TFORTUNATELY, IF 
PONT KNOW! [ 
MF'PP JUST I YOUREL/NC/K 

LETSMOMEON, 
ZONK 

x . i (/UE KJONT BE NEEP 
ING THIS SET! 

HERBS A FRESH ANOTHER 
QUERY, MIKE ~ QOOPQUES-
" IS THIS STRIP 7,P^J 
EVER EDITED? 

THE ANSWER, OF COURSE, IB YES! 
WITHOUT PROFESIONAL EDIT-
ING, SMALL PISCREPENCIES IN 
THE ART AND DIALOG MLGFFT 
GO OOMPLBETLY UNPETECTEP! 

TAKE TODAYS STRIP! FOR IN-
STENCE! WITH THE EDITOR 
OUT SICK, 26 SEPARETE ERRORS 
MADE THERE WAY INTO PRINT/ 

t 

WR...INCLUDING CAN YOU 
[ THE NUMBER, PH/ND'EM 
/ OFERORS! ALL?GOOD 
/ / W C K ' 

ERRATUM 
Last week, the Thresher 

ran the comic str ip 
Doonesbury upside down. The 
cartoon, correctly oriented, 
is at the left. 

The Thresher regrets the 
error. 
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„ FASCINATING. 
SO OR- MJANTTO WATCH 
PEREP "B(JF:FY"/JOl4J ? 

OKAY-

UM... ACTUALLY, I PIPN'TKNOU 
IT HAP STARJET? THEYSHOULP 
HAVE PUBLICIZEP IT BETTER 

MR. CHIEF JUSTICE, IP LIKE-
TO INTROPUCE POCUMENT43A 

INTO EVIPENCE ' 
WHOA! 

UJHATS 
HESO-
INS TO 

DO? 

WNOUJ 
RETURN 
TO THE 
SENATE 

YOU 
BEEN 
WATCH 
INGIT, 

* 

1 JUST HOPE YOUNG FECHE ARE 
TUNING/N. THE PROCEEPINGS 
ARE FINALLY BEING CONPUCTEP 
CilTTH THE GRA VITAS THEYMERA 

.ANDOTHER f MDMJ...TH/S 
BOPY PARTS IISPIGNI 

I THINK 
YOUPBEPROUP 

OF HOLU WELL 

SO HAVE YOU 
SEEN WATCHING 
THE FRES/PENTS 
TRIAL, ZONK? 

TOO PELICATEj S F/EP! / 
TO MAME'^j L-

HANPLING POOR \ 

E9TEEMEP COLLEAGUES, 
1ST ME PEMNP YOU 
ONCE AGAIN- THIS 
'TRIAL IS NOTABOUTSEX! 

TTS NOT ABOU TMOANS THAT 
MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE EM A -
NA7EPFROM A PRIVATE OVAL 
OFFICELOVE-HAULUAY' ITS 
NOT ABOUT THE UN&//PONEP 
BLOUSE, THE TOUSLEP HAIR... 

ITS NCH ABOUT THE PREVIOUS 
LY REFERENCES' BGPY PARTS 
THAT MAY HAVE BEEN BROUCtHT 
INTO INAPPROPRIATE PROX/M-

E
ITY, NOT ONCE BUT OVER. 
ANP OVER AGAIN/ 

NO. ITS 
ABOUT 
OTHER. 
THINGS! 

GOOP THING 
THERE'S NO 
PICTURES OF 

WHAT ITS NOT 
ABOUT. 

BAIN & COMPANY 
cordially invites interested 

Juniors 
to apply for the position of 

Associate Consultant Intern 
In 

Management Consulting 
Bain & Company, a leading international strategic management consulting firm, is searching for 

motivated, qualified students for the Associate Consultant Intern position. 

As an Associate Consultant Intern, you will participate on case teams for Fortune 500 or other large 
international companies. You will perform financial analysis, design and perform quantitative analysis, 

and work with the client organization to promote change and add value 

Stop by the Career Services Center to receive more information 
and to submit your resume by Wednesday, February 3 

All Majors Welcome 
Atlanta • Beijing • Boston • Brussels • Chicago • Dallas • Geneva • Hong Kong • London • Los Angeles • Manila • Madrid • Mexico City 

Milan • Munich • Paris • Rome • San Francisco * Sao Paulo • Seoul * Singapore • Stockholm • Sydney • Tokyo • Toronto 
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THEY'RE 
HOW CAN TRAINEPTO 

THE SENATORS SfT THROUGH 
STAMP A LI ANYTHING, 

THIS? 

esteemep colleagues, 
WITH OR WITHOUT WIT-
NESSES, v-e PICTURE 
OF CORRUPTION ANP 
PECE/T/S CLEAR-

m 

BUT THEY CANT 
MOVE. rfcUKE 
BEING TRAPPEP 

IN CHURCH / 

I KNOW. YOtn 
CAN SEE THE 
BOREWM IN 
THEIR BOPY 
LANGUAGE. ) 

IT'S PROBABLY HEALTHFUL, 
THOUGH. THERE'S THUS 
NEW STUPY THAT SHOWS 
THAT CERTAIN PEOPLE-
BURN OFF EXCESS FAT 
THROUGH F/PGET/NG. 

YOU KNOW, I HAVE TO AGREE 
WTTH THE REPUBLICANS-THIS 
TRIAL NEEPSUVEWTTNES&S. 

ANP ITNEEPS THEM FAST.' 

WE HAVE SHOWN YOU A PRES-
IDENT WHO HAS LIEP, mO ' 
HAS OBSTRUCTS? (JUSTICE, WHO 
HAS BETRAYEP H/S FAM1EY 
ANP HIS OATH OF OFFICE... 

THEYPO 
LOOK UN-
USUALLY 
BUFFS. 

IT5 ALE 
THAT 

PENCIL-
TAPPING. 

r^\ 
.. .A PRES/PENT WHO EVEN 
ENGA6EP/N/NAPPROPRYATE 
BEHAWORWTTHAN TNTERH 
AT THE SAME TIME HE WAS 
TALKING TO A CONGRESS-

MAN ON THE PHONE Y 

A M I 

4 

WOW...NOW, 
THAT&COM-
WRJMENTAL-

IZATION / 

NO, NO, ITS 
CALLEIP 
"TR!ANGU-
LATION? 
I REAP 
ABOUT IT. 

YOUUNPER-
STANPTHAT WW JUST 

„ WASHINGTON 
10 ISNTA TV r&ON 

SERIES, PONT CABLE? 
yn/i? J 

the pleasure of your company is requested at the 

Third Anniversary of the 
Women's Resource Center 

Friday, February 5,1999 
3-5 p.m. 
Kelley Lounge, Ley Student Center 

Please R.S.V.P. 
(713) 527-4097 

The Center celebrates another 
year of programming, 
education and service to the 
Rice community. We will also 
recognize and announce the 
1999 IMPACT Award winners. 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

EOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 4, 1999. 

E D I TO R S ' 

picks 

THE FIENNES 
CONNECTION 

In the year Leonardo 
DiCaprio drowned, Val 

f Kilmer lost h is eyes ight 
i and Brad Pitt was run over 
• by a car, Joseph F i ennes is 

f f inding h i s place in the 
hear t s of s c r eaming 13-

year-old girls everywhere . 
Fiennes, younger b r o t h e r to 

the Oscar-nominated and 
equally attractive Ralph 
Fiennes, m a d e his m a r k this 
year with the period piece 
Elizabeth. Jo seph and Ralph's 
long eye lashes and dark, sexy 
demeanor m a k e spa rks fly in 
otherwise frigid British 
set t ings. 

T h e Thresher is p roud to 
br ing you m o r e r a n d o m 
use less information about 

s t he se r ising sex symbols . 

t h e w o m e n 

ANGER BALLS 

T h e b ro the r s bo th have 
had an opportuni ty to 
r omance Cate Blanchet 
and s tar opposi te Liv 
Tyler . Ralph h u m b l y 
stole Blanchet ' s hea r t in 
Oscar and Lucinda 

I while Joseph manipu-
I lated and seduced h e r 
| in Elizabeth. Ralph will 
| sha re the sc reen with 

Tyler in the u p c o m i n g 
| Onegin while J o s e p h 

| had h i s film debu t with 
I h e r in Stealing Beauty. 

t h e m e n 

T h e F iennes m e n 
have a knack for playing 
jilted lovers and, oddly, 
they have both r o m a n c e d 
women already be-
t ro thed to cha rac t e r s 
played by Colin Fir th. 
Ralph tr ied to steal 
Kristin Scott T h o m a s 
f rom him in The English 
Patient and Joseph tried 
to take Gwyneth Pal t row 
f rom h im in Shakespeare 
in Love. 

t h e b a r d 

William S h a k e s p e a r e 
is yet ano the r connec t ion 
be tween the two. J o s e p h 
has played the bard on 
film, Ralph won a Tony 
Award for playing Hamle t 
on s tage and both spent 
t ime as players for t h e 
Royal Shake-speare 
Company. 

Film looks for love 
in all the right places 
Marisa Levy 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Playing By Heart, a new ensemble 
film, is a case s tudy in cons t ruc t ing 
a large target audience. With char-
acters ' whose ages span t h r ee gen-
erat ions, the film focuses on the one 
emotion that cont inuously d raws us 
to the theater : love. By following the 
lives of 11 individuals, t he film ex-
poses the audience to f ledgling love, 
adu l te rous love, familial love, psy-
chotic love and everlast ing love. As 
a result, even a cynic can find some-
thing to enjoy. 

playing by heart' 

PETER SOR E L / M I R AM AX 

Paul (Sean Connery) and Hanna (Gena Rowlands) deal with love and all its 
catastrophes in the new ensemble film Playing By Heart. 

WHATS UP DICK? 

^Rating: * * 1 /2 (out of five) 

Currently in theaters. 

Originally titled Dancing About 
Architecture, t h e f i lm r e v o l v e s 
a round the idea that talking about 
love is about as point less as perform-
ing a tap-dance rout ine in apprecia-
tion of the new Humani t ies building. 
Yet, no ma t t e r how r e d u n d a n t it 
might be, this does not stop the char-
ac ters f rom obsess ing about love 
and how it works in their lives. T h e 
film follows several seemingly un-
connected stories: F ree spirited Joan 
(.Hackers Angelina Jolie) lusts for 
c l u b - r a t K e e n a n (54's Ryan 
Phil l ippe);too-good-to-be-trueTrent 

Oohn Stewart) cour t s self-destruc-
tive Mered i th (Gillian Anderson) : 
laid-back Paul (Sean Connery) with-
s t a n d s the inqui r ies of a lovable 
H a n n a h (Gena Rowlands); and a dis-
t r a u g h t Mi ld red (Ellen Burs tyn) 
c a r e s for h e r dying son Mark Gay 
Mohr ) . T h r o u g h small vignettes, the 
cha rac t e r s ' re la t ionships slowly un-
fold, supposedly revealing insight 
into the mys te r i e s of love. 

T h o u g h I failed to gain a g rea te r 
concept of love f rom watching this 
film, I did enjoy its few well-written 
cha rac t e r s and its pe rmea t ing opti-
mism. 

Dea th is rarely dealt with nega-
tively in the film. Rather, it is handled 
with a s e n s e of a c c e p t a n c e and 
gradual ad jus tmen t . Many scenes 
could have been played with tear-
j e rk ing idiocy, but instead they were 
handled with g race and tact. 

T h e film's major s t rength is the 
re la t ionship be tween Hannah and 
Paul. Both Rowlands and Connery 
turn in fabulous pe r fo rmances , al-
lowing their comical ban te r and ar-
g u m e n t s to def ine the s t rength of 
the i r love for one another . It was 
surpris ingly nice to see Connery play 
a part sui ted to h i s age. 

On the s a m e note, the hysterical 
whirlwind of s t u b b o r n n e s s that is 
Joan is en t ranc ing . Jolie is luminous. 
No mat t e r what s h e does, she radi-
a tes ene rgy and reveals depth. She 
s tea ls every scene . Cons ider ing she 

See PLAYING , Page 22 

Nixon fails to garner support in new Stages play 
Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

About a year ago, when the story of Monica 
Lewinsky's "alleged" affair with Bill Clinton broke, 
n o n e of the talking h e a d s on Sunday morn ing 
news s h o w s could have possibly predicted what 
h a s recently oc-

w h o ^ ^ ^ 
nixon s nixon 

Stages Repertory Theatre 
Rating: • • ( o u t of five) 

Through Feb. 14. 
$22-$31. Call (713) 527-

8243 for more information. 

c u r r e d in 
Congress . 

Clinton, who 
was once com-
pared to J o h n F. 
K e n n e d y , now 
s e e m s m o r e 
l i k e R i c h a r d 
N i x o n . T h e sen-
t ence "I did not have an affair with that woman" 
will probably go down in history like Nixon's 
f a m o u s "I am not a crook." It was hard for me to 
watch Nixon's Nixon, a play by Russell Lee in its 
Sou thwes t p remie re at S tages Repertory The-
atre, without trying to compare Wate rga te with 
Monicagate . 

T h e r e is no action in Nixon's Nixon\ the whole 
play is a long, fictional dialogue be tween the ill-
fated pres iden t Games Belcher) and his Secre-
tary of State Henry Kiss inger (Paul Menzel) on 
t h e eve of Nixon 's resignat ion. 

Ostensibly, both men are the re to act in the 
"bes t in te res t s of the nation" — Nixon in his 
decis ion to remain in or resign f rom office and 
Kiss inger in t rying to convince h im to resign so 
t h e p r o g r a m s and policies built u n d e r his admin-
istration will not be des t royed when Gerald Ford 
t akes over the pres idency. 

Of course , t hese m e n are politicians, and it 
b e c o m e s clear pret ty quickly that Nixon and 
Kiss inger a re both really concerned about their 
own places in history and their own c h a n c e s for 
rega in ing or remain ing in power. Nixon sees 
himself as a Napoleonic figure, about to b e sent 
into "exile" but th inking only of h is eventual 

re turn . Kiss inger wants Nixon to re-
sign, but not be fo re convincing Ford 
to allow Kiss inger to remain in h is 
office as secretary . 

So e n s u e two h o u r s of the two of 
t hem talking. It 's not an entirely bad 
play; much of the dialogue is engag-
ing and witty, but it's really ha rd to 
ge t yourself into the play. Belcher 
and Menzel handle their roles pretty 
well, not really excell ing but certainly 
saving the play f rom be ing a wash. 

In fact, all the aspec ts of Stages ' 

m 

BRUCE BENNETT/STAGES REPERTORY THEATRE 

President Richard Nixon (James Belcher) ponders his place in history in Russell Lee's Nixon's Nixon. 

production of Nixon's Nixon were decent , except 
for the set. The play occur r s in a sitting room in 
t h e W h i t e H o u s e ; u n f o r t u n a t e l y , D e n n i s 
McNabb ' s scenic design doesn ' t c o m e close to 
resembl ing the interior of the Whi te House". 

My big problem with 
'NIXON'S NIXON' is that it 
takes itself entirely too 
SERIOUSLY. 

Director Mark Ramont (who mos t recently 
directed the Alley Thea t e r ' s product ion of Paula 
Vogel 's How I Learned to Drive) s h o w s again his 
ability to work with a small cast in an int imate 
theater . Ramont 's blocking e n s u r e s that both 
actors interact with the ent i re audience (which in 
this production s u r r o u n d s the s tage on t h r ee 
sides, quasi-arena style). 

Maybe my big problem with Nixon's Nixon is 
that it t akes itself entirely too seriously. It could 
have been bet ter as a farce — the par ts of the'play 

in tended to be funny are hilariously so. 
If you were e i the r alive dur ing Waterga te or 

find yourself in te res ted in politics, you may like 
Nixon's Nixon. As c o n t e m p o r a r y thea te r goes , it's 
pretty typical of wha t you'd expect — lots of 
places for overact ing, lots of long si lences, lots of 
improbably funny m o m e n t s and lots of the lead 
ac to r say ing " fuck . " O n e m o m e n t in which 
Kissinger, speak ing in Chinese , role-plays as Mao 
Tse- tung as Nixon recal ls h i s f amed trip to China, 
actually w o r k s to g r ea t effect . 

But if you, like me, a ren ' t particularly knowl-
edgeab le about t h e mid-1970s political scene, and 
don' t really ca re w h o Alexander M. Haig and 
Anatoly Dobrynin were , Nixon's Nixon might be 
too m u c h for you. After all t he name-dropping and 
political r emin i sc ing in which the play engages , 
t he re ' s not e n o u g h left for the audience to con-
nect with t h e cha rac t e r s . 

W h e n Nixon b r e a k s down and dec ides to re-
sign in the end , which you know he ' s go ing to do 
before the play even starts , you are happier that 
the play i& over than you are that the country is 
get t ing a new pres ident . 
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i kI->III ) FRIED him i-1-s i 

Student-organized festival to hit Media Center 
Je t t McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

"Asian American Stories on Film," 
a three-day festival, begins today at 
the Rice Media Center. The festival 
concentrates on documentaries and 
short, experimental films, drawing 
work from a variety of artists 'whose 
cultural and socio-political back-
grounds promise to lend the festival 
a large and intense scope. 

What is most remarkable about 
the festival is that it was organized 
by students — graduate students 
Shannon Leonard and Sylvia Van 
Ziegert, Will Rice College senior 
Jennifer Wei Lin and Lovett College 
senior Walter Li. Van Ziegert sug-
gested the idea of a film festival after 
Lin and Leonard organized an Asian-
American reading group. Funding 
comes from the Center for the Study 
of Cultures and the Office of Student 
Activities. 

Leonard said the 
festival's 
ETHNIC approach 
stems from a 
"desire to showcase 
t h e DIVERSITY o f 

Asian America. ..." 
Ixonard said one major goal of 

the festival is "to make the Asian-
American community in Houston 
very involved in the festival." She 
said she hopes festival audiences 
will participate in the discussions 
following the screenings, led by 
prominent academics and members 
of the Houston Asian-American com-
munity. 

Many of the speakers scheduled 
to talk at the festival are also Rice 
students. Van Ziegert and fellow 
graduate students Chuck Jackson 
and Kristin Peterson will lead one 
discussion, and Lin and Li will give a 
presentation Sunday. 

Other presenters include Hous-
ton City Council member Martha 
Wong, who will introduce a session 
of films Saturday, and Dai-Shan 
Wong, president of the Houston 

chapter of the Organization of Chi-
nese-Americans, who will discuss 
the Asian-American presence in con-
temporary politics. 

The organizers, taking an inter-
ethnic approach to Asian-American 
studies, have chosen not to limit the 
scOpe of the festival to any particular 
subgroup, such as Chinese-Ameri-
cans. This allows festival audiences 
to examine issues explored in the 
films from a variety of perspectives. 
Leonard said the festival's multi-eth-
nic approach stems from a "desire to 
showcase the diversity of Asian 
America — the many groups that 
gather under the umbrella term — 
while beginning to imagine what 
might hold us together as a group, 
as Asian-Americans." 

"Asian American Stories on Film" 
opens tonight with a reception and a 
lecture by documentary filmmaker 
Flora Moon enti t led "Where is 
Home?" Moon, who has done televi-
sion and film work in Holland, Brit-
ain, Germany, Australia and China, 
will use video clips from a current 
project to explore cultural identity 
and the idea of "homeland." 

Following Moon's talk will be a 
screening of Freida Lee Mock's 
Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision. 
The film, winner of the 1995 Acad-
emy Award for Best Feature Docu-
mentary, follows Chinese-American 
sculptor Maya Lin, who, while an 
undergraduate student at Yale Uni-
versity, designed the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial. The reception be-
gins at 6 p.m. Moon's address is at 7 
p.m. and the film begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Three sessions of the festival oc-
cur tomorrow. The first, from 1 to 3 
p.m., centers on Asian-American 
politics. The second, from 4 to 6 
p.m., concerns the intricate relation-
ship between ethnicity and sexual-
ity. Saturday's final session, begin* 
ning at 7:30 p.m., will feature films 
which deal with the hybridization of 
culture and art in a postmodern age. 

'Die featured filmmakers on Sun-
day 1-4 p.m. confront issues of per-
sonal and cultural identity in the 
wake of racial and ethnic stereotypes, 
l^ater, from 5 to 7 p.m., films exam-
ine the concept of "homeland" as it 
relates to immigrant cultures. 

Film appeals to masses 
PLAYING , from Page 21 
acquired her second Golden 
Globe Sunday night, it will be 
interesting to s ee where her 
budding career t a k e s her. 

The film's downfall is its in-
ability to explain the charac-
ters ' motivations. Movies rou-, 
finely connec t individuals ro-
mantically without any explana-
tion about why they ever be-
came involved. 

Much of Playing By Heart's 
storyline t a k e s for granted the 
audience ' s ability to believe two 
c h a r a c t e r s ' in te res t in each 
other, resulting in a lost audi-
ence which has no empathy for 

any of the charac te r s . 
The film preaches that love is 

not something you can measure 
or d i s c u s s intel l igent ly, but 
something you yearn for, experi-
ence and enjoy. To express this 
sent iment , the film throws to-
gether 30 eclect ic mix of oddly 
connected cha rac te r s (a la Rob-
ert Altman's Short Cuts) and 
forces them to burn with lust 
and wander around aimlessly 
until they find love. 

If nothing else, Playing By 
Heart serves a s another con-
forming cultural reinforcement 
for the theory that there is some-
one out there for everyone. 

Home page • ; ht tp: / /www.aup.edu/html /summer.html 
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ASIAN AMERICAN STORIES ON FILM - A VIEWER'S GUIDE 
today 

6 p.m. — Reception 
7 p.m. — Keynote Address, Ftora Moon: 

"Where is Home?" 
?:30 p.m. — Screening of Maya Lin: A 

Strong Clear Vision 
Winner of the 1995 Academy Award for Best,, 
Feature Documentary, this film examines the 
life and work of the artist who designed the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

tomorrow 

1 p.m. — Session I: Asian American 
Activism and Polit ics 

Introductory comments by Martha J. Wong, 
Houston City Council. Screenings of Sa-I-Gu: 
From Korean Women's Perspectives, a short 
documentary on Korean-American women and 
the 1992 Los Angeles riots, and Yuri Kochiyama:-
Passion for Justice, a biographical look at a 
World War II internee-turned-political activist 
and friend of Malcolm X. A panel discussion 
follows the films. 

4 p.m. — Session II: Sex, Love, 
Videotape: Racializing Genders 
and Sexualities 

This session looks to exp lo re th rough 
exper imenta l f i lms the compl ica t ions of 
sexuality and gender in an immigrant context. 
It will feature The Love Thang Trilogy, about 
Asian-American lesbian issues, and Open Letter 
and Picturing Oriental Girls, a pairof short films 
which explore representat ions of Asian-
American women. Also included are Fated to 
be Queer and Toe Storee, fi lms which confront 
the complexit ies of being gay and" Asian-
American. 

6 p.m. — Session III: Hybridity of 
Culturesand Qenres 

The festival's third ^fession begins with a 
performance of Kaminari Taiko, Houston's only 
group of Taiko drummers. Fol lowing are 
screenings of fi lms which explore the mixing of 
genres within Asian-American art ventures, 
including TheBhangraWrapand Maceo: Demon 
Drummer from East L.A. 

sundav 

1 p.m. — Session IV: Negotiating 
Stereotype: Personal and Cultural 
Identi t ies 

Screenings of Terminal USA, a. drama about a 
d y s f u n c t i o n a l J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n f a m i l y ; 
Afterbirth; the experimental Banana Split; and 
Mixed Blood, a documentary about interracial 
relationships. Following the screenings, festival 
organizers Walter Li and Jennifer Wei Lin will lead 
a discussion. 

5 p.m. — Session V: Here, There, 
Everywhere: Homeland and Diaspora 

The festival 's final session features screenings of 
fi lms which explore notions of homeland in the 
context of Asian-American immigrant cultures. 
Films included are Home, Xfch Lo and Filipino 
Americans: Discovering Their Past for the Future. 

t ickets 

Day passes — tomorrow, $10 students, $12 
general: Sunday, $6 students, $8 general 
Per fi lm session — $4 student, $5 general 
Tickets wil l be sold at the Rice Media Center. For 
more information, see http://www.owlnet.rice. 
edu/~sieonard. 

COURTESY NAATA 

Political activist Yuri Kochiyama 

Lovett theater takes on triple duty 
Amy Krivohlavek 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

This semester Lovett College will 
produce not one, not two, but three 
theater productions. The first to open 
will be a set of monologues directed 
by Blake Barker and Dana McGrath. 
Eve Ensler wrote the pieces and 
performed them soio for many years. 

Calling her work The Vagina 
Monologues, Ensler interviewed hun-
dreds of women, asking them about 
their bodies and, more specifically, 
their vaginas. 

The resulting monologues are the 
compilation of this research. The 
monologues range from the humor-
ous and playful "What Would Your 
Vagina Wear?" to the disturbing "My 
Vagina Was My Village," a poetic 
ode to the women brutalized in 
Bosnian rape camps. 

Last year, The Vagina Monologues 
was the centerpiece of the "V-day 
Initiative," a gala to end violence 
against women. Celebrities includ-
ing Whoopi Goldberg and Calista 
Flockhart lent their talents to sup-
port the cause. 

Th is year the audience is expand-
ing to colleges for the "V-day Col-
lege Initiative," for which many col-
leges will perform the monologues 
on Valentine's Day. Performance 
dates at Rice will be Feb. 10-14 in the 
Lovett basement. 

The monologues are personal and 
powerful, and men as well as women 
are invited to attend and experience 
this theatrical liberation. Ensler said, 
"I'm worried about vaginas, what we 

think about them and what we don't 
think about them." 

The second Lovett production will 
be How Much of It is Only Gravity?, 
an original one-act play written and 
directed by Rick Spuler, a Lovett 
residential associate and lecturer 
in the Department of German and 
Slavic Studies. 

Ensler said, "I'm 
worried about 
VAGINAS, what we 
think about them 
and what we don't 
think about 
them." 

The plot features a playwright 
who discovers that a less-than-re-
cent version of his script is being 
performed. With this realization, he 
begins to remember and muse about 
his past. The performance will be 
Feb. 24-28, also in the Lovett base-
ment. Lesley Dalrymple is assistant 
director. 

The final Lovett production of the 
semester is Who's Afraid of Virginia' 
Woolf?, written by Edward Albee and 
directed by Christy Adessa and Brad 
Demarest. The play deals with the 
dangers of using fantasy as an es-
cape. The only characters are two 
couples, George and Martha and 
Nick and Honey. 

The play covers the course of one 

evening in the characters ' lives, 
beginning with Smalltalk but de-
scending into sadistic psychologi-
cal games. By morning terrible se-
crets have been revealed^nd their 
lives: will need to adjus t to the 
events . T h e play will run f rom 
March 17-21 in a location at Lovett 
College to be announced. 

RATINGS 
Items reviewed in the 

Thresher are rated according 
to the following scale: 

it ititit it Perfect 
ititirit Excellent 
it it it Good 
•kit Fair 
it Poor 

The Jan. 22 Thresherincor-
rectly reported production in-
formation and performance 
details of the Jones College 
spring play, Rosencrarltz and 
Guildenstern are Dead. 

The producer of the play is 
Jen Stein. 

The play will be performed 
in the Jones Commons on Feb. 
19, 20 and 25-27. 

The Thresher regrets the 
errors. 

http://www.aup.edu/html/summer.html
http://www.owlnet.rice
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friday JAN 29 

Today is the last day to A D D O R 

DROP classes wi thout fees. 

RSVP presents a T G from 4 to 6 p.m. 

in the Ray Courtyard in front of. the 

Student Center. Come eat free gril led 

food. 

T* UNDERGROUNDS 
has its second semester premiere at 10 

p.m. in the Lovett College basement. 

Come l isten to live music, sing at the 

open microphone_and drink free coffee, 
-it 

tea and hot chocolate. 

Saturday JAN 3 0 . 

The MEN'S TENNIS team 

plays the University of Texas at San 

Antonio at 10 a.m. and Abilene Christ ian 

at 2 p.m. Both games take place in the 

Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Have you*seen a basketball game yet this 

semester? Come watch as the Owls 

tr iumph on the court . The MEN'S 
BASKETBALLteam p|ays TCU 

at 7:35 p.m. in Autry Court . 

Kick of f the new semester w i th a night of 

swing! The Rice Ballroom Dance Society 

presents i ts second annual 

WINTER JAZZ SOIREE 
in the Grand Hall from 9 p.m. to midnight. 

A compl imentary dance lesson wil l begin 

at 8 p.m. The Rice Jazz Ensemble wil l 

providethe music, w i th exhibi t ions by 

ballroom amateurs and the Night Owl 

Swing Gang. Admission is $5 for students 

and $7 for non-students. For more 

informat ion,cal l Wyat t Ehrlanderat (713) 

383-9576. 

Music for chi ldren and the chi ldish (read: 

college students). The Shepherd School of 

Music presents a YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S CONCERT 

featuring entertaining music for children 

of all ages by the Shepherd School 

Symphony Orchestra. The music features 

excerpts from Shostakovich's 7th 

symphony, Leningrad. The concert begins 

at 1 1 a.m. in Stude Concert Hall. 

Admission is free. 

monday 

tuesday FEB 2 
Boards wil l be broken. The Rice Karate 

Club presents a KARATE 
DEMONSTRATION at 7 30 
p.m. in the Autry Court dance studio. 

Come and watch some high kicks! 

The Career Services Center presents a 

seminar on "HOW TO WRITE 
A RESUME"at 4 p-m-in the c s c 

Conference Room. 

Wednesday FEB 3 

The BASEBALL team plays 

their f irst home game against the 

University of Texas at San Antonio at noon 

on Cameron Field. 
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Today is the first day of SEXUAL 
ASSAULT AWARENESS 
WEEK a n d t h e W o m e n ' s Resource 

Center wi l l be exhibit ing the Clothesline 

Project in the Grand Hall lobby. 

Described as "homemade T-shirts wi th a 

message," these shi r ts speak out 

against violence. To contr ibute your own 

design, bring finished shirts to the 

Women's Resource Center or the Student 

Activi t iesOff ice. 

The voice students of the Shepherd 

School of Music presents a 

CONCERT OF SONGS 
AND ARIAS at 8 p.m. in Stude 

Concert Hall. They wil l sing from the 

music of Mozart, Handel, Schubert, 

Donizetti and Bellini. Admission is free. 

thursday FEB 4 
Interested in finding a job in Washington, 

D.C.? The Career Services Center and 

Leadership Rice co-sponsor a session 
about "WORKING ON 
THE HILL"at 4 p m in Miner 

Lounge in the Student Center. A panel of 

experts wil l attend, including Noelle 

Hawley from Rep. Bill Archer's off ice and 

Dan D'Armond, former Bush campaign 
* 

team leader. 

Before you head out to the Pub, come 

w a t c h t h e WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALLteam p|av 

Colorado State at 7 p.m. in Autry Court. 

The Shepherd School of Music presents 

an evening of SCENES FROM 
OPERA AND MUSICAL 
THEATER Featured works include 

parts of Werther, Manon-, Die Fledermaus, 

Le Nozze di Figaro, West Side Story, She 

Loves Me, The Boys from Syracuse and 

The Fantasticks. The performance begins 

at 7:30 p.m. in Wortham Opera Theatre 

in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. Admission is 

free. 

friday FEB 5 
The Study of Women and Gender 

Department and Alumni Affairs co-sponsor 

a conference, "RICE WOMEN: 
Celebrations, Challenges and Possibi l i t ies 

1999," from today through Sunday in the 

Student Center. The different act iv i t ies wil l 

address the ever-changing roles women 

play and experience in society, from 

pregnancy to personal f inance. For 

registrat ion and addit ional information, 

visit http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~swg/. 

The Art and Art History Department 

sponsors the Houston premiere of 

CAR LA'S SONG * 
controversial love story dealing wi th the 

betrayal o f t h e 1979 Sandinistas 

Revolution. Shot in Glasgow and 

Nicaragua and directed by Ken Loach, this 

f i lm is based on the experiences of 

scr iptwri ter Paul Laverty. The movie 

begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Rice Media 

Center. Admission is $5. 

The Shepherd School of Music presents . 

another performance of 

FROM OPERA AND 
MUSICAL THEATERat 

7:30 p.m. in Wortham Opera Theatre in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall. Studentswi i l 

perform scenes from shows including Die 

Fledermaus, Le Nozze di Figaro, West 

Side Story, She Loves Me and The 

Fantasticks. Admission is free. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAILto Amy 
Krivohlavek, Calendar Editor, The Rice 

Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X to Amy Krivohlavek, Calendar 

Editor, (713) 285-5238. 

• by E-MAILt0
 amykrivo@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Act iv i t ies Office or 

on the Thresher of f ice door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday pr ior to publ icat ion. 

PAID A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

write reviews 

The new Rice Student's Guide to Houston needs 

student reviewers! Write about your favorite places and 

things to do in Houston. The work is flexible and paid. 

Undergraduate and graduate students welcome. 

Applications available in Student Association office, 

second floor student center. Due Tuesday, Feb. 2 at 

noon. For more info, contact Jen Cooper, 713-737-5828. 

get published 
& get paid 

LOST AND FOUND 
In t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 9 7 , j u s t a f t e r h i g h s c h o o l 

g radua t ion , I w e n t on a long solo hike in the Sangre de 

Cr i s to (Blood of Chr is t ) m o u n t a i n s o f N e w Mexico that 

changed m y life forever. T h e hike g a m e m e t ime to t h ink 

over the p r o b l e m s in m y life a n d m y family a n d m y 

then-ser ious d o u b t s a b o u t the m e a n i n g o f l i f e 

and the existence of God 
Unfor tuna te ly , I h a d a b a d m a p a n d became seriously 

lost. Since it was a very ho t day, I ran ou t of water a n d 

r ap id ly p rog re s sed f r o m d e h y d r a t i o n to hea t s t r o k e 

(usually fatal) . I ran o u t o f s t r eng th comple t e ly a n d , 

w i t h o u t a n y way to get help, s imply collapsed a n d wai ted 

for the end , a d d i n g a q u i c k prayer that , if there was a 

G o d , H e w o u l d spare m e . 

M y answer c a m e in the f o r m of the h y m n "Amazing 

G r a c e / ' b e i n g s u n g as clearly a$ if the re was a cho i r 

b e h i n d m e . -I i n s t a n t l y r e g a i n e d all m y s t r e n g t h , 

recovered w i t h o u t any water, and f o u n d my camp. I have 

never since d o u b t e d G o d s power for an instant; you can't 

ques t ion the love of the o n e w h o saved Vour life. 

God answers prayers ifyou only believe. 

— Ed Cottrel l , Baker '01 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~swg/
mailto:amykrivo@rice.edu
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A backpage Birds & Broncos bonanza 
Dirty Bourbon Bird Martini 
Crushed ice 
Four parts bourbon 
One part sweet vermouth 
Teaspoon powdered sugar 

This weekend, Atlanta is the pride of 
the South. Real gentlemen will pass 
on the gin in their martinis and opt 
for bourbon instead. 

Pour liquor into a shaker with half of 
the crushed ice. Stir in the powdered 
sugar to make it dirty. 

Shake the mix until the ice is almost 
melted. 

Fill a martini glass with the remaining 
crushed ice. Pour the mix over the 
ice gently. 

Watch Tim Dwight return a kick-off for a 
touchdown. 

misclass 
"I like going down on diagonals." 
— Dr. Richard Stong, MATH 212, 
descr ib ing how to compu te 
de te rminan t s of matr ices . 

"If you 're wrong, then I'm happy." 
— Dr. Gao. 

"I'd hate to go abroad. Especially to 
a foreign country." 
— Wiess sophomore . 

"If you ' re g o n n a feel me, feel me 
hard." 

— Same Wiess sophomore . 

FALCON PROPOSITIONS 

• Anderson will be held under 100 yards 
• Falcons will score first 
• Falcons will score last 
• Chandler will play less than 35 minutes 
• You won't get into med school 

• Forget the bookies, bet with your roomies 

Backpage odds that you shall see nowhere else: 
DENVER at ATLANTA -14.5 !!! 

5 0 

Sammy the Owl is a dirty bird classifed ads 
HELP WANTED 
BAYLOR COLLEGE of Medicine is 
currently asking college students en-
rolled in a four year program founded 
in MIS or related field to assist in 
maintaining a networked Windows 
NT-based computer lab. Essential func-
tions include setting up computer hard-
ware and printers, installing software, 
assisting students with hardware/soft-
ware issues, recording tasks in a data-
base log, resolving printer problems, 
and other duties as assigned. Must have 
experience with Macintosh and/or PC 
computers, reliable transportation and 
be available to work 16 to 2()#i>urs per 
week. 

Please apply in person or mail resume 
to Baylor College of Medicine, One 
Baylor Plaza, Human Resources, Room 
T101, Houston, Texas 77030. Email: 
employmeiu@bcni.nnc.edu. Baylor 
College of Medicine is an Equal Op-
portunity/Affirmative Action/Equal 
Access Employer. 

PART-TIME TUTOR/mentor with 
own car to pick up mature 10 year-old 
girl from school (Duchesne at Chim-
ney Rock/Memorial) and stay with her 
at child's home assisting with home-
work, snack, etc. at Voss/Memorial. 
Hrs. will be 3-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., but 
flexibility is required as hours may 
vary on occasion due to parent 's work 
emergencies. Hrs. will be approx. *>0/ 
wk. Salary is $8/hr. Please contact 
Judith on wkdys at (7 I 3) 226-1 237 or 
on wknds/eve at (713) 973-1 HO I. 

A H O U S T O N based s o f t w a r e 
consulting company, located near the 
Galleria, has an immediate part-time 
job opening involving data gathering 
and data entry. $7/hr. If interested, call 
Vikas (713) 782-7500, ext. 104. 

FRENCH TUTOR needed for second 
year Lamar high school student. Please 
call (713) 524-4504. 

S 6 . 7 5 - 2 0 / H R L Y . G y m n a s t i c s or 
cheerieading, asst trainee or lead in-
structors/directors. (713)975-9372. 

LAW OFFICE typist — Galleria area; 
some experience helpful; evenings, 
part-time; WordPerfect7; 75 w.p.m.; 
$10'/hr. Fax resume to (713) 622-1340. 

NEED DETAILED and organized stu-
dent with car to work 10-15 hrs/wk in 
River Oaks area. Must know Wordand 
spreadsheets. SlO/hr. while training 
(two wks), then $ 12/hr. Call Dr. Jus-
tice at (J 13) 528-6571, ext. i. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E ASSISTANT 
needed for Galleria-area investment 
advisor. Duties include: client con-
tacts, appointment setting, seminar co-
ordination, ACAT transfers, etc. Basic 
computer literacy needed. Must be 
outgoing and reliable. Benefits, base 
salary and bonus, (713) 626-9935. 

a 

P E R S O N A L / A D M I N I S T R A T I V E 
assistant: trustworthy, organized as-
sistant needed for home and office 
projects for harried woman M.D. Near 

Buffalo Speedway-Holcombe. Flex-
ible hrs. $6.50/hr. Fax info to (713) 
796-8287. 

THIS OUT! Freeze Frame is currently 
filling assistant managers, supervisors, 
and lead positions at a local theme 
park. Have fun while earning highly 
competitive wages. Qualifying for bo-
nuses and gaining admission to the 
park for you and your friends. Flexible 
hours. No experience required. Call 
(800) 695-5303 and hit zero for the 
operator. 

STUDENTS NEEDED to work with 
our three year-old P.P.D. (language 
delayed) son. Professional training pro-
vided. Flexible hours, weekends. For 
information, please call Gloria, (713) 
661-1319. 

NOTES & NOTICES 
The new Rice Student '.v Guide to Hous-
ton needs student reviewers! Write 
about your favorite places and things 
to do here in merry Houston. The work 
is flexible and paid. Undergraduate 
and graduate students welcome. Ap-
plications available in Student Asso-
ciation office, second floor student cen-
ter. Due Tues., Feb. 2,. at noon. For 
more info, contact Jen Cooper at (713) 
737-5828'. 

SUBMIT MISCLASS — or you will 
die. Send it to backpage®rice.edu. 

C.S. 

Orange Crush 'Rita 
Three cups ice 
One part orange curago 
Two parts tequila 
Half-cup orange marmalade (optional) 
One part triple sec 
Orange slices 

Mix wet ingredients, into a blender, 
adding marmalade last. Fold the 
marmalade into the mix with a 
spatula. 

Be careful to STOP the blender each 
ti,me you dip the spatula in. 

After you've crushed the ice like the 
Bronco's defensive line, you should 
have a frosty, orange margarita. 

<• Wait until halftime to serve twith an 
orange slice garnish. The game 
should be over by then. 

BRONCO PROPOSITIONS 

• Davis will gain more than 150 yards 
• Elway will be MVP 
• Elam will kick three or more field 

goals 
• You should be taking your 9 o'clock 

pass/fail 

• Bet your professor on this one 

Backpage over/under odds: 
DENVER at ATLANTA 51.5 

D I S C L A I M E R : T h e legal d r ink ing age is 21 years , 

and gambl ing is bad! Odds are fo r en t e r t a inmen t only . 

B T W — T o m o r r o w , T C U A T R I C E +2.5 . G o O w l s . 

100% OF YOUR 
SPRING GRADE 

IS BASED ON 
ATTENDANCE. 

$1 beer specials every weeknight 

WILLY'S PUB 

mailto:employmeiu@bcni.nnc.edu

