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Pub fire causes more than $2 million in damages 
by George E. Hatoun 
and Chetan Kapoor 

Damages to the Rice Memorial Center and 
the Student Center resulting from the Pub fire 
have been estimated to be "over $2 million" by 
Russell Price, maintenance manager of Facili-
ties and Engineering. 

While the fire itself was contained shortly 
after it started, the aftermath proved a night-
mare for students, faculty and staff who fre-
quent the Student Center as well as for those 
who work there. 

Willy's Pub was completely destroyed in 
the fire. All Pub fix-
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SEE PAGES 6 AND 7 

tures, furnishings 
and other equip-
ment have been 
declared totaled by 
the university's in-
surance company 
and have been re-
moved. 

"Everything in 
the Pub was gone. 
The only things we 
were able to save 
were the taps and 
the Pub sign," Bob 
Sanborn, associate 

The door to the Pub lies in a stack of rubble outside the Student Center. 

dean for student affairs, said. He said the 
Pub's student management did a "good job of 
salvaging the taps" and added that the taps 
would probably be used in the new Pub. 

Price said, "Most of the damage was in the 
lounge area of the Pub, but the heat basically 
fried everything in the rest of the Pub." 

Price said that cleaning and deodorizing 
the RMC, demolishing the Pub and decon-
taminating the air conditioning cost Rice 
$200,000. 

"We had a structural repair contractor re-
pair the concrete ceiling in Willy's so the 
Grand Hall could be re-opened," Price said. 

The energy management and networking 
cables ran through Willy's. While the net-
working cables have already been replaced, 
F&E is still working on the energy manage-
ment cables. 

Zenaido Camacho, vice president for stu-
dent affairs, said that even though the fire 
destroyed most of the furniture in the stage 
area, the plywood floor seemed unaffected by 
the fire. 

The basement of the Student Center has 
been declared a hard-hat area, and only essen-
tial personnel have been allowed to enter the 
area. 

One exception was Student Association 
President Maryana Iskander, who toured the 
area on April 10, three days after the fire. 

"It was cleaned out rather well when I saw 
it. So the floor was bare, and the walls had 
been painted white. Everything else was black 
and smoky," Iskander said. 

The entire complex suffered extensive 
smoke damage, and cleanup crews worked 24 
hours a day for nearly a week after the fire to 
repair the damage and make the building 
operational. 

Career Services and Alumni Affairs opened 
with limited service on April 11, and Sammy's, 
which is run by Food and Housing, was re-
opened April 12, six days after the fire. 

SEE DAMAGES PAGE 7 

Houston man accuses university 
of not training police properly 
by Joel Hardi 

Houston resident Jessie Phillips 
recently filed suit against Rice Uni-
versity charging gross negligence 
on the part of the university in its 
hiring, training and supervising of 
the Campus Police. The suit is re-
lated to an incident in which Phillips 
was falsely accused and tried for 
computer thefts that occurred on 
May 15,1992. 

The most recent theft of comput-
ers from Rice academic buildings 
took place last December when 
workstations were taken from the 
Biology Lab, but computer robber-
ies have been a recurring problem 
for the past three years according to 

the Campus Police. 
Since that time, a great deal of 

evidence has been gathered, people 
questioned and leads followed. In 
the course of this seemingly benign 
investigation, however, Phillips was 
falsely accused and tried for the 
thefts. 

Phillips became a suspect be-
cause, on the day of the theft, he 
visited campus to obtain applications 
for his employer's children. He asked 
an employee for directions, collected 
the applications, returned to his car 
and drove away. That July, the Cam-
pus Police informed Phillips that he 
was a suspect in the robbery, but 
after some deliberation, he refused 
to return to Rice for questioning. 

In Feb. 1993, at the request of his 

pastor, Phillips visited an inmate of 
the Harris County Jail, where a rou-
tine background check was per-
formed. Suddenly he found himself 
charged with felony theft. He was 
strip-searched and forced to spend a 
night in jail before making bail. 
Phillips was eventually found not 

•guilty. He now charges that Rice 
was negligent in pursuing a case 
that, according to his recent petition 
to the Harris County District Court, 
was based only on the following facts: 
• A Rice employee had seen "the 
back of a black man approximately 
6'2" carrying a box that looked like a 
computer box." 
• Another employee described 
Phillips as "appearing suspicious" 

SEE LAWSUIT PAGE 8 

Graduation 1995 
Announcements 
Commencement events for the Class of 1 9 9 5 
will take place Fri., May 1 2 , and Sat., May 1 3 . 

A convocation ceremony will be held from 1 : 3 0 p.m. to 2 : 4 5 p.m. In 
Autry Court on May 12. The faculty speaker will be Graeme Rankine. 

Sen. Bill Bradley (D-NJ) will give the commencement address during 
the commencement ceremony to be held (weather permitting) in the 
Academic Quad from 8 : 3 0 a.m. to 1 1 : 3 0 a.m. on May 13. 

No tickets will be issued; seating will be on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Please see next week's Thresherfor a more detailed schedule 
of events. 

Ethernet approved 
by Frederick Wen 

Student Association proposal calls 
for universal shuttle bus service fee 
by Cecilia Tran 

The Student Association Senate 
passed a resolution on April 10 mak-
ing several recommendations about 
the shuttle bus service and parking 
fees. Many of the proposals were 
determined to be infeasible at a meet-
ing of SA and Graduate Student As-
sociation representatives and admin-
istrators Wednesday. 

In order to address the current 
shuttle bus deficit, the SA proposed 
a universal shuttle bus service fee 
that would apply to all undergradu-
ates, graduate students, staff and 
faculty. 

The resolution called for the fee 
to be set at a level that would elimi-
nate the deficit. 

The shuttle bus service has en-
countered problems in the past. Rice 
currently owns four buses that run 
the inner loop, Graduate House, 
greater loop and Village routes. Last 
year there was a 40 percent reduc-
tion in service hours due to mechani-
cal breakdowns, and driver turnover 
was high according to Euge.n 

Radulescu, employee transportation 
coordinator. 

A debt of approximately $ 100,000 
has accrued in the shuttle bus sys-
tem during the past four years. 

To cover this deficit, Vice Presi-
dent for Finance and Administration 
Neill Binford proposed raising park-
ing fees next year to $96 for close-in 
parking and $12 for stadium park-
ing, but no decision has yet been 
made. President Malcolm Gillis said 
that "all compelling arguments" 
would be listened to before the plan 
is implemented. , 

Many students disagree with the 
proposed increase in parking fees. 
SATreasurer Michael Munson said, 
"All employees and students use the 
shuttle buses to a similar extent and 
should contribute to the cost." 

"The students without cars would 
be paying nothing for their use of 
the shuttles, whereas the students 
with close-in parking would be pay-
ing $96. It's not an equitable cost 
distribution," Munson added. 

The SA resolution calls for a small 
universal service fee to provide 
shuttle service for the entire year. In 

addition, their resolution recom-
mends that shuttle operations be 
placed directly under someone with 
experience in transportation who 
could make future improvements. 
The Campus Police is currently re-
sponsible for overseeing the shuttle 
service. 

Holly Sterrett, Jones SA senator, 
said, "People who drive cars are not 
the only ones who use the shuttle 
service. We are proposing a univer-
sal service fee of approximately $10 
a year. [The SA] resolution is very 
fair, and we also are trying to im-
prove the shuttle service. Many 
people use the service regularly, and 
to them it is important, so for their 
sake, we should try to make it bet-
ter." 

Munson said, "The SA's primary 
goal is to improve the service in 
tangible ways. For instance, chances 
are good that we will obtain one 
more bus next year." 

Other students, however, ques-
tion the value of the shuttle service. 
John Lessard, a Jones College sopho-
more, said, "As it stands, the $10 fee 

SEE PARKING PAGE 8 

The Board of Governors, at the 
end of their March meeting, ap-
proved the budget proposal to in-
clude Ethernet cable along with ba-
sic cable television installation in all 
residential college rooms. 

i- A team of Information Systems 
directors working with Tony Gorry, 
vice president for graduate studies, 
research and information systems, 
met Tuesday to discuss the installa-^ 
tion plans that will begin next month 
and should be completed by the end 
of the summer. 

Although there is a nominal fee 
charged to the university and paid 
for under the proposed budget by 
the installation company, 
Phonoscope, there are no plans to 
charge the student body for either 
installation or activation of the 
ports. 

Charles Fix, the director of man-
agement systems and spokesman 
for the group, said, "There is no 
charge to install CATV for anyone, 
and [since] it is easy enough to pull 
the Ethernet cabling in along with 
the CATV, it should not cost the 
students anything." 

Fix said the project budget does 
provide money in a transitory func-
tion to help IS employees adjust to 
the added responsibilities. 

'The project budget provides 
funding for increase staffing in User 
Services in order to provide appro-

priate support. There will be no 
change in the college labs' responsi-
bilities," Fix said. 
c" Presently, only Lovett College has 
Ethernet cable installed in all the 
dorm rooms. 

Fix did note that the only thing 
students may have to buy, as long as 
they already have computers, is an 
Ethernet card at a local computer 
store. The average price for an 
Ethernet card is around $36-$50. 

Though the installation itself will 
be completed before next semester, 
only about half of the Ethernet ports 
will be activated next year due to 
financial and personnel constraints. 

The rest of the ports will be acti-
vated the following school year. The 
decision on which ports will be acti-
vated at each college will be deter-
mined by representatives from each 
college, including the masters, as 

SEE ETHERNET PAGE 5 
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N o FEAR 
Houston journalism just won't be 

the same without competition 

"Utterly sickening. It was disgusting, painful news." 
— Former Post Editor David Burgin 

A disturbing trend has swept across the state of Texas and the country 
at large. Newspapers are folding. 

The Houston Post closed its doors on April 18, 1995, after a 115-year 
history. In the past four years, three major cities in the state of Texas have 
lost major newspapers. Besides Houston, San Antonio lost the San Anto-
nio Light in 1993, and Dallas lost the Dallas Times Herald in 1991. 

Some would say, "Well, that's the business world," but that is not the 
point. 

Ask any journalist what is his or her worst fear. Getting sued for libel 
might come up a couple of times, but the resounding answer would be, "I 
have always feared getting totally scooped by the competition." 

Exit the second major newspaper in three major cities — no competi-
tion, no fear. 

While some studies over the past couple years show that there is little 
to no impact on the second paper when the major competitor folds, the real 
effects are evident. Take the Dallas Morning News for instance. It is one of 
the top 10 papers in the country, but the staff has become decidely 
desensitized to the community it serves. 

Rice students from San Antonio have said that the better newspaper 
folded in their hometown. 

What is happening to the free press that this country was built on? 
USA Today President A1 Neuharth said the newspaper in its current 

form will never die, but 22 major newspapers have failed since 1983. 
Journalism is about stress and fear. Being able to pound out a 1,500-

word story about corruption in the city council with one hour till deadline. 
Making sure to get the story before 

Or u « i r m W y o u r c o m P e t i t ion . 
In terms of the Houston Post the 

r t loss of that institution was handled al-
~ ^ most as poorly as the firing of legend-

fS* ary Dallas Cowboys Football Coach 
5T Tom Landry. 

The staff found out about the clos-
ing through e-mail and newscasts. Correspondents in foreign countries 
were stranded in those countries. There was no final good-bye. Houston 
journalism may not have ever been the best in the world, but at least it had 
heart. 

Not anymore. 
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Animals' rights differ from ours 
To the editor: 

I am writing in response to the 
letter by Kanika Bahl and Mona 
Rashad propounding animal rights 
{Thresher, April 7). 

They state that "we can no more 
deny animals rights because they 
are not humans than we can deny 
blacks rights because they are not 
white or can deny women rights be-
cause they are not male." This is an 
obscene inversion of the very con-
cept of rights. 

THE EDITOR 

Letters 

Humans have rights precisely 
because we are not "animals" in the 
sense of the word meant by Bahl and 
Rashad. 

Rights are necessary in human 
society because humans do not have 
an automatic standard of behavior 
like instinct. 

Human beings are rational ani-
mals in the sense that we possess 
reason and must use it to survive. 

Moreover, with irrelevant excep-
tions, all people live in societies in 
which we must live with other people, 

and we are not born with instincts to 
make this an automatic, unthinking 
process as is the case with termites. 

We may institute a society in 
which the stronger force the weaker 
to support them, or we may choose 
to establish a society in which force 
is abolished as a proper means of 
dealing with others. 

If we choose the latter, then we 
must establish a society in which no 
person may be forced to give up the 
product of his or her labor to others. 
This situation is the basis of rights. 

From the purpose of rights, we 
see that rights pertain only to hu-
man beings. 

This reason is why we extend 
rights to children; they are human 
beings, and although they do not yet 
fully recognize others' rights, they 
can be taught. 

It is why in a proper society all 
people, black or white, male or fe-
male, have rights, and why slavery is 
evil. 

This assumption is why the spe-
cial circumstances (not special needs 
or special interests, which are sec-
ondary) of women_give them the 
right to abortion: 

No person may be forced to be 
the property of others, whether for 
nine months or a lifetime, no matter 

what the interests of the putative 
owner might be. 

And it is why we guard the rights 
of college professors and mentally 
disabled individuals alike while we 
restrict the freedom of criminals to 
roam society — not because they 
have equal capacities to suffer or to 

* Animals cannot be 

expected to respect the 

rights of others. ... 

Thus, we have leash 

laws for dogs, laws for 

the proper restraint of 

livestock, and all else. ' 

be happy, but because most college 
professors and mentally disabled 
individuals* can be expected to act 
without violating the rights of oth-
ers, and criminals cannot. 

SEE ANIMALS, PAGE 3 

Letter errs in concept of animal rights 
To the editor: 

I read with interest Bahl and 
Rashad's letter about atiimal rights 
in your April 7 issue. The authors 
rightly state that society cannot be 
based on majority prejudice. 

They make a laudable attempt to 
justify the concept of "rights" but 
miss the mark because of mistaken 
premises. 

Bahl and Rashad contend that 
"the only distinction to be made is 
that animals are not human," insofar 
as humans, not animals, have rights. 

These authors never make any 
important distinction between ani-
mals and man and, in the end, draw 
upon a dubious similarity between 
the two ("the ability to feel suffering 
and joy") to assert that both have 
rights. 

The essential difference between 
man and other animals is that man 
is, in Aristotle's terms, the rational 
animal. N^an's basic tool of survival 
is his mind, not brute force, spin-
ning webs or chewing his cud. 

Barring accidents of nature, the 
only way to prevent a man from us-
ing his mind to survive is for other 
men to prevent him from it by force. 
It is this fact that leads to th^concept 
of rights, the fundamental right be-
ing the freedom to use one's mind 
without interference from others. 
° Rights thus stem from the nature 
of man and are not "given" as Bahl 
and Rashad state. 

Also, rights are not based on su-
perficial "equalities" among men 
such as color, sex or income. 

Men can profit from using their 
minds in a society by specialization 
and trade only when that society 

" recognizes and protects their rights. 
The alternative is varying degrees of 
tyranny. 

' [Bahl and Rashad] 

draw upon a dubious 

similarity between [man 

and animal] to assert 

that both have rights. 9 

nally and the fact that a fetus (only 
potentially human) has no rights. 
The incompetent are protected" to 
the extent that they have some de-
gree of rationality. 

Finally, since rights pertain 
strictly to man, animals have rights* 
only in the sense that they exist as 
property of men. 

We, like other animals, do eat 
• ' SEE RIGHTS, PAGE 4 

To~^RTTE... 

Incidentally, this is why a society 
based on majority prejudice (of 
which Bahl and Rashad disapprove 
without expiration) is wrong. 

A society that does not protect 
individual rights is one that allows 
force to interfere with the free exer-
cise of one's mind, i.e. survival. 

Jim Crow laws and hiring quotas 
are examples of violations of indi-
vidual rights with disastrous conse-
quences. 

Bahl and Rashad also mention 
abortion and the rights of children 
and the retarded. 

These are not isolated issues, i)ut 
applications of the fundamental right 
to use one's own mind. 

Abortion reflects the right of a 
woman to plan her own life ratio-

Short letters (200 words or 
less) may be sent in by 

E-MAIL: 
lingjjj@owlnet.rice.edu 

CAMPUS MAIL: 
Thresher 

*» * . .. .. 

0 Longer letters should 
be submitted on a Macintosh 
disk in the Microsoft Word 
format. Include a paper copy. 

Deadline for all letters is 
5 p.m. on Monday 

All letters must include 
your name, college, 

year of graduation and 
phone number (names 

may be withheld by 
request in special 
circumstances). 
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Rice can do without shuttle buses 

JYM 
SCHWAR 

N O W LET me see if I've got this 
straight: The administration of Rice 
University wants people who park in 
the stadium lot (and 
when they say people, 
we know they mean 
students) to pay 12 
dollars a year for this 
distinct and exciting 
privilege. And why are 
they doing this? Be-
cause they screwed up 
the budget and can't 
seem to pay for the 
buses otherwise. 

When I first heard about this, I 
decided to let it slide. After all, I'm 
not going to be here next year, so 
why not let someone who will be 
affected take up this crusade? But 
when only one letter came in last 
week, I was completely stunned. I 
can only assume the stadium lot 
parkers who heard about this inane 
plan were either struck dumb by the 
sheer injustice or launched into a 
state of disbelief based on its cruel 
transparency. 

6 We have three to four 

operable buses for which 

no one asked ... and on 

which precious few 

people ride. 9 

There was a time, not too many 
years ago, when parking was free. 
And when I say free, I mean so free 
that you could park almost anywhere 
on campus without paying a dime. 
Then, they restricted free parking to 
the stadium lot. And now, they want 
to take away even that. 

Did I miss something in the 
President's Report? Are we so dan-
gerously close to dipping into our 

endowment that we 
must charge students to 
park out by the stadium? 

Let's look at the facts: 
• Rice has roughly 3,600 
students. 
• We also have a sta-
dium that seats around 
70,000 and parking to ac-
commodate much of 
that. 
• We have three to four 

operable buses for which no one 
asked (that I can recall) and on which 
precious few people ride. 
• Each person who parked in the 
stadium lot for the Billy Joel/Elton 
John concert shelled out sue bucks. 
(And to be completely frank, I should 
get free parking in the faculty lots 
for the inconvenience I have suf-
fered because of concerts here.) 
• Nineteen times out of 20 it is 
considerably faster for me to walk to 
the stadium lot from the Depart-
ment of Geology and Geophysics. 
• It is always faster for me to walk 
from the stadium lot to my office. 
(This point and the previous one 
presume, of course, the time lost 
walking to and from the stadium 
was to be eliminated by the buses, 
which may or may not be their ac-
tual purpose.) 
• We have a budget problem, for 
which the only apparent solution is 
to make those parties not respon-
sible pay. 

Somehow, these facts do not jive. 
Yet each one is true, giving rise to a 
sense of unreality one usually asso-
ciates with a George Orwell novel or 
perhaps an episode of "The Pris-
oner." But we have it here on cam-
pus thanks to a history of ill-fated 
and short-sighted efforts on the part 
of the administration to keep stu-
dents from rioting. 

Let us return to the glorious 

phase of Rice's past I mentioned a 
few paragraphs ago, during which 
people with cars were free ... free 
like the fishes in the sea (if fishes in 
the sea had cars they needed to park) 
and could park them pretty much 
anywhere but the faculty lots. 

During this golden age, I parked 
in the lost lot of Atlantis (known to 
some as the SPAC lot) which was 
eventually covered by rising charges. 

When this first round of heinous 
parking fees came to pass, there was 
a great gnashing of teeth. And lo, the 
graduate students did weep bitterly, 
and the commuting undergraduates 
were made to tear at their hair. But 
the administration spake unto us, 
saying that we should not wail, for 
the stadium lot would still be free. 

( Thus, it came to be 

that the Almighty Buck 

was passed. And there 

was great rejoicing. 9 

Thus, the lazy and the sluggish 
among the faculty and staff were 
pleased with the new arrangement 
as they no longer would have their 
spaces stolen by industrious stu-
dents. But consulting their oracle, 
the worried administrators saw that 
soon there would be trouble if they 
did not offer up the fatted calf to 
compensate those offended. 

Alas, there was no calf fat enough 
to feed all the students, and of course 
there were the vegetarians to con-
sider. 

SEE PARKING, PAGE 4 

Jym Schwartz is a third-year graduate 
student in the Department of Geology 
and Geophysics. 

Teach students, not German or math 
I MADE a really good friend a 
couple Saturdays ago while volun-
teering at a local hospital. I'll refer to 
him as George. 

Among more established mem-
bers of the Rice faculty and graduate 
students who studied 
English years ago, he 
may have been more FROM THE 
often called by his title EDITOR 
as p rofessor . T h e n 
again, they probably af-
fectionately called him 
George, too. 

I remember those 
couple of weekends I 
spent by his bed in the 
geriatrics unit. Sitting 
next to him in that 
dreary room, I often re-
marked on how well he 
looked in spite of his 
age and situation. He is 
92. 

I could tell that 
George had been a 
great professor . I'll 
never forget what he said to me. 

George and I talked about many 
things. His frazzled white hair and 
beard, strained eyes and frail voice 
were testaments to botlj his-long 

JAMES 

LING 

i It wasn't George's 

philosophy on teaching. 

It was his philosophy on 

life. 

and often difficult life and his long 
stay at the hospital. He often be-
came very depressed as he related 
one melancholy family tragedy after 
another, and I tried my best to com-
fort him. 

He was hospitalized a couple 
months earlier when he fell over in 

his son's front yard, tumbled into a 
gutter and wounded his head on the 
pavement; the injury caused a blood 
clot to develop along his brain. 

George said that, before being 
transferred to transitional care frofri 

intensive care, he had 
been incoherent and 
forgetful. 

That was a week or 
two before our ac-
quaintance. 

In spite of his con-
dition, though, George 
often spoke as a men-
tor and in a fatherly 
way to me. And he usu-
ally tried to appear 
happy, though several 
times his face would 
betray intense agony 
from past memories. 

I remember that 
when I had to leave, 
he said, "Good luck!" 
and we shook hands. 
Then we hugged. I 

knew I'd miss him when he was 
discharged. 

When I got home, I jotted down 
the proceedings of our conversations 
on the patient roster. 

As I now look back at my notes, I 
remember what he told me about 
his accident, his overwhelming fam-
ily misfortunes (too personal to men-
tion here), his past and his career as 
a Rice professor. 

Oh one line, I have written down 
'Teach students, not teach German 
or math." 

In reflection, I find it somewhat 
surprising that, despite his frail con-
dition and advanced years, and along-
side the personal hardships he so 
emotionally related, he felt it impor-
tant enough to mention his teaching 
philosophy to me. 

'Teach students, not teach Ger-
man or math." At first, I was struck 
mostly by its eloquence. It was not 
until much later that the full force of 
his words hit me. 

It wasn't George's philosophy on 
teaching. It was his philosophy on 
life. 

Teaching wasn't just a job for 
him. It was a passion. He taught to 
teach — with pride and sincerity. 

6 Volunteer to help 

others, not volunteer to 

help my own transcript. 

... Treat people, not 

treat cases. Research to 

contribute, not research 

to compete. 

Now, when I volunteer or do my 
chemistry homework or help out on 
some committee at Hanszen or even 
as I type for the Thresher, I think 
about what George said, and I think 
about how I should do what I do, 
instead of how I really do it. 

Volunteer to help others, not vol-
unteer to help my own transcript. 
Do chemistry homework (and try to 
do vector homework) to learn, not 
just to get a good grade. 

Work on a committee to help my 
college, not to beef up my politico 
resume. Write to inform and encour-' 
age, not to earn some petty cash. 

Even when I go to medical school 
and become a doctor, I hope I re-
member what George taught me. 
Treat people, not treat cases. Re-
search to contribute, not research to 
compete. 

Do it even when no one's look-
ing. And do it with sincerity. Do it as 
George did it — with passion. 

— 1 
James Ling is the opinion editor and 
a Hanszen College freshman. 

Owl Day just the 
awesome beginning 

MARTY 

MAKULSKI 

T O THE future Owls, let me be 
the latest among many in wel-
coming you to Rice University! 

If you haven't been able to tell 
yet, everyone here is 
quite en thus ias t ic 
that y'all decided to 
visit us, and we hope 
that you will be com-
ing back next fall. 

As a high school 
senior, I never had 
the opportunity to at-
tend Owl Day, and I 
regret i t 

Had I come, it 
would have made my 
college decision so 
much easier. 

In some ways Owl 
Day is a sort of cam-
pus holiday; people spend a lot of 
time having fun by attending 
plays, meeting new faces and 
getting ready for the Kicker Party. 

For a few days, work is 
sloughed off for the cause of cel-
ebrating being a part of Rice. 

Sure, as a prospective student, 
you lack the homework head-
aches the rest of us face, but you 
are also missing out on perhaps 
the greatest part of this univer-
sity — that is, the academic chal-
lenge. 

Rice is a place where you can 
test your own limits, whether 
those limits are academic, social 
or extracurricular in nature. 

So right now you're not get-
ting the full experience, rather 
just a taste of it. 

In many other ways, though, 
the spirit of Owl Day lives on 
everyday on this campus. 

There's always some theatri-
cal production showing, some-
one interesting to meet with at 
the CoffeeHouse and countless 
other ways to avoid studying. 

You'll meet people from all 
over the country, studying every 

possible subject—an amazingly 
dynamic and vibrant student 
body engaged in serious aca-
demic pursuit while maintaining 

a better-than-aver-
age social life. 

And don't think 
that your interac-
tions will be limited 
to your peers. 

Rice is fortunate 
to have one of the 
most outstanding 
facul t ies in the 
country in almost 
every field. 

The level of in-
terest in you by 
your profs will be 
unsurpassed. Just 
look a round at 

lunch today and see just how 
many faculty are there eating with 
students. 

* Rice is a place 

where you can test 

your own limits, 

whether those limits 

are academic, social or 

extracurricular. ... 9 

In short, ifyou have liked what 
you've seen so far, you 11 never 
regret your decision to come 
here. 

Have a great stay and (after 
this weekend) enjoy a very easy 
college decision. 

Marty Makulski is a Jones College 
senior. 

Animals 
FROM PAGE 2 

Following this same line of 
thought, this reason is why animals 
do not have rights. 

Animals cannot be expected to 
respect the rights of others, so any 
animals we allow to co-exist with us 
must be placed in the care of a le-
gally responsible person. .• 

Thus, we have leash laws for dogs, 
laws for the proper restraint of live-
stock and all else. 

I am not saying I enjoy seeing 
animals suffer: I assuredly do not. I 
am saying that establishing the sup-
posed rights of animals in law is 
destructive of human rights. 

Bahl and Rashad wish the inter-
ests of animals to be put on an equal 
footing with the interests of humans 
in order to eliminate undue suffer-
ing of animals. 

However, it is rights, not inter-
ests, with which we must concern 
ourselves. 

In a free society, a person may 
pursue his or her interests only if 
doing so does not violate the rights 
of others; their rights are not deter-
mined by their interests. 

Once we establish interests, how-
ever conceived, to be the basis pf law 

instead of rights, then the govern-
ment ceases to be the protector of 
rights. 

What if a successor to Bahl and 
Rashad decides that humans' may 
not kill animals as did King Asoka of 
India? 

What if someone later still de-
cides that humans who injure dogs 
must be put to death as did the 
ShogunTsunayoshi in 1687, and that 
dogs must be housed at government 
expense as he did in 1695? 

Animals would continue to de-
vour each other no matter what laws 
we might put into place declaring 
their rights, and there is no police 
force we could institute that would 
secure these supposed rights from 
violation by other animals. 

Nor is this the thrust of the ani-
mal rights movement, which is aimed 
solely at the human world. 

It is fitting that Bahl and Rashad 
quote Jeremy Bentham approvingly, 
for Bentham concluded that the con-
cept of rights is "nonsense," and 
individual rights are "nonsense on 
stilts." 

Animal rights, if accepted, also 
lead to dismissing authentic rights 
as nonsense. 

Mikael Thompson 
J o n e s ' 9 6 

Writer flees after Pub fire 

The suspect in hiding. 

Jym Schwartz was last seen at 4 a.m. 
on Thurs., April 6, playing with matches. 
His current whereabouts are unknown, 
but it's been rumored that he is working 
for terrorists in Colombia. 

Before he disappeared, he did submit 
several columns, but we have only 
enough to last until the end of the 
school year. Thus, we need another 
pyro, er, columnist! 

Call the Thresher at 527-4801 if you 
think you're up to it. 
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Apathy stems from failed college system, ambiguous goals 
X H E TOPIC of this week's col-
umn is an old favorite: apathy at 
Rice. I use the term apathy, by the 
way, to denote both a lack of activ-
ism and a lack of intellectual curios-
ity — it seems to me 
that they stem from the 
same basic causes. 

What follows is a list 
of Rice's problems as I 
see them, along with a 
few tentative solutions. 
• The college system. 
Can you guess why Rice 
made the decision to 
switch over to a resi-
dential college system 
in 1957? 

A chapter on the for-
mation of the college 
system in The History of 
Student Life at Rice Uni-
versity notes that the 
system was imple-
mented to correct Rice's 
two main defects, namely "a lack of 
social responsibility and a lack of 
'intellectual ferment,' or intellectual 
stimulation outside of the class-
room." 

Although the system has been in 
place for almost 40 years, we're still 
griping about apathy and anti-intel 

Miles 

NOWHERE 

MIKE 
NABAVIAN 

the residential college system has 
been a dismal failure, at least by the 
standards of those who initiated it. 
Even worse, the colleges as imple-
mented at Rice are the ideal havens 

for insecure, unorigi-
nal and static person-
alities who are drawn 
to the kind of com-
munity that will ac-
cept them unequivo-
cally. 

Yale University's 
residential colleges, 
in contrast to Rice's, 
frequently serve as 
forums for political 
debates, student pre-
sentations and dis-
cussions with visiting 
scholars and artists 
at the master 's 
house. And as a 
means to alleviating 
the "community 

problem" I just alluded to, Yale 
doesn't actually make its students 
live in the colleges until their sopho-
more year. 

If the college system at Rice hasn't 
succeeded in its original aim of pro-
moting social responsibility and in-
tellectual stimulation, what's it do-

lectualism. What this tells me is that ing here? College spirit and a forced 

Rights 
FROM PAGE 2 

animals. We have also gained valu^ 
able knowledge from animal re-
search. Since we, like other animals, 
are products of nature, there can be 
no argument against these uses of 
animals. Cruelty to animals for its 
own sake, however, is indicative of 
an unhealthy psychology at best, but 
in the sense of violating rights, it is 
not wrong. 

Finally, Bahl and Rashad contend 
that "most animal rights activists do 
not base their ideology on the belief 
that other animals are equal to hu-
mans." 

This is true, but the animal rights 
movement obfuscates the meaning 
of "rights" by trivializing the term. 

When "rights" can mean anything 
from being kind to animals to vot-
ing, how can we argue against 
someone's "right" to rule us in the 
fashion of Adolf Hitler? 

Furthermore, it is the leadership 
of a movement that guides its course. 
Most of the businessmen who sup-
ported Hitler's ascent to power were 

being pragmatic; they did not want 
concentration camps. 

Likewise with the rank and file of 
animal rights, who simply desire 
kindness toward animals. 

How many of them agree with 

' [A]nimals have 

rights only ...as 

property of men. 9 

their intellectual leaders, like Bill 
McKibben, author of The End of 
Nature, who approvingly quotes 
John Muir's benediction to the alli-
gator: "May you long enjoy your 
lilies and rushes, and be blessed 
now and then with a mouthful of 
terror-stricken man by way of a 
dainty!"? 

C.S. Miller 
Graduate Student 

Department of Biochemistry 
and Cell Biology 

WHAT IN THE WORLD AM I GOING 
TO DO WITH MY LIFE? 

Good Question... and well-phrased 

In today's highly competitive job market, college students 
| constantly face their own version of the "Chicken or the EggH 

| dilemma. You need experience to get a job, but you need a 
job to get experience... Which comes first? 

Peace Corps gives you the unique opportunity to gain both at 
the same time. With programs in Business, Education, Math 
and Science, Engineering, Health and Nutrition, Forestry, and 
the Environment, there's an assignment waiting for you. 

Peace Corps offers two years of valuable international expe-
rience, language and cross-cultural training, paid living ex* 
penses, medical care, opportunities for graduate school, non-
competitive federal employment eligibility, an established! 
network of over 140,000 Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, 

| $5,400 upon completion of service, and much, much more. 

It's a big world, be a part of it 

Expand Your Horizons 

Grow 

Personally and Professionally 

and above all.* 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

TO LEARN MORE, CALL 800-424-8580x113 

sense of community, in the absence 
of opportunities for each member of 
the college to flourish intellectually, 
invariably mold lukewarm individu-
als rather than dynamic individuals. 
Abolishing the college system might 
be precisely the shock Rice needs to 

6 Abolishing the college 

system might be precisely 

the shock Rice needs to 

begin rousing itself from 

its intellectual torpor. * 

begin rousing itself from its intellec-
tual torpor. Just a thought. 
• Academic ambivalence. Is Rice 
an engineering school, a liberal arts 
college, a full-fledged research uni-
versity or what? A school this small 
should decide once and for all what 
it wants to be. As it is, the Rice 
student body has neither the idealis-
tic spirit that might be found at a 
good four-year liberal arts college 
(Swarthmore, for example) nor the 
irrepressible science-nerdiness of 
the student bodies at M.I.T. and 
Caltech. 

Rice's middle-of-the-road ap-
proach, which might be better suited 
to a school with more students and 
more course offerings, has helped 
create a "blah" atmosphere that 
tends not to foster meaningful dis-
cussion outside the classroom. Of 
course, it's too late now for the uni-
versity to embark on a radically dif-
ferent path, so perhaps the most we 

can hope for is that students who 
seek intellectual discussions but 
can't find them will follow the sug-
gestion offered in Alan Cohen's re-
cent letter to the Thresher and form 
a community of their own. 
• No overriding goals. Too many 
Rice students believe that learning 
means frantically stuffing knowledge 
into their brains like so many gar-
ments into a duffel bag. In part, this 
misconception is the fault of Rice's 
faculty and administration, which 
have been generally unsuccessful in 
imparting to the typical undergradu-
ate overall philosophies with which 
to approach learning, both in his 
chosen major and outside of it. 

As Jenna Christensen pointed out 
in a letter printed here several weeks 
ago, a core curriculum is long over-
due at Rice.' 

Ideally a core curriculum class 
should provide an overview of how 
and why a particular field of inquiry 
has been pursued through the ages. 
It's an excellent way of learning 
what's important, what's controver-
sial and what methods are employed 
in a given field. 

The kind of curriculum I'm talk-
ing about teaches students the para-
digms they'll need in order to dis-
cuss issues related to the "core" sub-
jects intelligently, to apply what 
they've learned to their own lives 
and to learn more about these sub-
jects in the future. 
• Too many classes to take. Once 
again, this problem was addressed 
in Christensen's letter, so there's 
not much point in rehashing it here. 
Suffice it to say that as it stands, 
course loads surpass the point of 
diminishing returns and that lower-
ing graduation requirements can 
only enhance the quality of this uni-
versity. 

I've met an astonishing number 
of people here who believe that since 
they work harder than their coun-
terparts at other top schools, they 
must be getting a better education. 
This is such a cherished illusion for 

' Rice's middle-of-the-

road approach ... has 

helped create a "blah " 

atmosphere that tends 

not to foster meaningful 

discussion outside the 

classroom. 9 

so many students that dispelling it is 
next to impossible. Again, the fault 
lies ultimately with the university 
for not promoting any coherent view 
of what it means to learn. 

Major structural changes are go-
ing to have to be made before it will 
be possible for a truly intellectual 
atmosphere to develop here. It won't 
happen overnight, and I myself have 
opted to transfer rather than wait 
around for those changes to be made. 
But as long as a minority of students 
continue to make noise about Rice's 
apathy and anti-intellectualism, a 
concerted effort to fix things is bound 
to be launched sooner or later. The 
only question is, who wflfeet the ball 
rolling? 

Michael Nabavian is a Sid 
Richardson College sophomore. 

RPC partied with $1,300 of our money 
To the editor: 

A few weeks ago, I congratulated 
some friends of mine on their elec-
tion to the Rice Program Council as 
they left for the now infamous turn-
over party. 

Wbat I did not realize is that while 
I was shaking their hands and pat-
ting them on the back, the RPC was 
dipping into my wallet to throw them 
a party. 

After hearing that the turnover 
party — held at a swanky restaurant 
— ran a bill of over $1,300,1 felt pity 
for the poor saps who had to foot 
such a ridiculous bill. 

It appears that I am one of those 
2,600 saps on this campus. 

According to Brian Prewitt, out-
going RPC treasurer, the RPC re-
ceives a large amount of money via a 
student blanket tax, at eight dollars 
a head. 

This year he commented, there 
was a budget surplus. Hence the 
extravagance, I suppose. 

It occured to me that instead of 
blowing the money on turnover, the 

' [T]he RPC might 

have elected to ... spend 

[the money] on the 

students next year. * 

RPC might have elected to roll the 
money over to spend on the stu-
dents next year. Prewitt admitted 
that this option was viable. 

Unless I was misinformed, the 
RPC was created to put on programs 
for the students, not to throw parties 
for themselves. 

If Rice students were asked the 
question, "Would you give money 
so that the RPC can throw itself a 
huge party?" I doubt that the re-
sponse would be in favor of paying 
for an extravagant party to which we 
are not invited. 

If the RPC has too much money, 
either lower the blanket tax or spend 
more of it on the students for a 
change. 

I challenge the outgoing presi-
dent Lee Hsia to explain his ques-
tionable expenditures and the in-
coming presidents Ryan Levy and 
Jennifer Lin to break the tradition. 

Daniel Whiteson 
SRC '97 

People, animals not equal before God 
To the editor: 

The letter by Kanika Bahl and 
Mona Rashad (Thresher, April 7) 
claims that "since no sweeping dis-
tinction can be made between ani-
mals and humans aside from spe-
cies, animals should receive an equal 
amount of consideration. This state-
ment is false. 

A very important sweeping dis-
tinction can and must be qjade. 

Humans are not just another spe-
cies because we are spiritual beings 
and have the capacity to form rela-
tionships with God. 

When Jesus went to the cross to 
die, it was for the eternal salvation of 
human beings and human beings 
alone. 

All humans are equal before God, 
and we are each equally loved. 

People have needs, both material 

and spiritual, that take precedence 
over the needs of animals. "Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow 
or reap or store away in barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable 
than they?" (Matthew 6:26 NIV). 

Douglas Strout 
Graduate Student 

Department of Chemistry 

Parking 
FROM PAGE 3 

The administrators agreed that 
the compensation should be sym-
bolic and expensive, to weigh heavily 
on the minds of everyone. 

Ultimately, they could restrain 
themselves no longer. 

A fleet of buses which would serve 
those relocated to the western 
realms was acquired, without con-
cern for cost, practicality or aesthet-
ics. 

They were modern wonders, with 
air conditioning, cloth seats and 
doors that hiss. 

Thus, the problem was solved... 
or so they thought. Then the bills 
did come, and lo, they were mighty. 

The administrators cowered in 
fear, shifting the blame to others. 

But one among them who had 
been touched said, "It is because of 
these damned students we are in 
this mess. Let's make them pay." 

Thus, it came to be that the Al-
mighty Buck was passed. And there 
was great rejoicing. 

There is a moral to this story. If 
the administration hadn't messed 
with the parking situation in the first 
place, none of this would have been 
necessary. 

Or, for the physicists out there, 
fool with a system in equilibrium 
and it will definitely move toward/y 
entropy. For what it's worth, here's 
my four-step program program to 
solve this conundrum: 

Sell back the buses! 
Roll back the fees! 
Damn the parking regulations! 
Tempora Bona Volvant! 
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Hanszen College to offer summer housing 
b y H e m m y S o 

This summer, on-campus hous-
ing will be provided for the first time 
ever. 

The plan for summer housing, 
which will be in the old part of 
Hanszen College, was put together 
by Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Zenaido Camacho, Food and 
Housing Director Marion Hicks and 
Hanszen College President Glenn 
Levy. 

The price of staying on campus 
will be $350 a month. The price set is 
the minimum F&H can afford to 
charge, and neither F&H nor the 
university will make any profit. The 
rent will mainly cover the cost of air 
conditioning as well as utilities and 
maintenance. 

Students may stay for flexible 
amounts of time, and rent will be 
charged accordingly.Thus, students 
are not required to live on a month to 
month basis. 

As for food service, Central 
Kitchen will be closed, but Sammy's 
will be open for service. Cardread-
ers will not be used, so all transac-
tions will have to be made in cash. 
Inside the college, kitchen areas will 
also be available for use. 

The plan for summer housing 
was developed for a number of rea-
sons. One reason was that Camacho 
wanted Health Services to be open 
for the summer. 

"There are students in the sum-
mer, especially graduate students, 
who need it," Camacho said. 

He also said that there were many 
undergraduates, including those 
with campus jobs during the sum-
mer, who could use Health Services. 
Health Services will be open only 
two and a half days a week. The 
proposed days of service are Mon-
day, half of Wednesday and Friday. 

The main reason Hanszen was 
chosen for summer occupancy was 
because Health Services is located 
there, so it would be most conve-

nient to open up. Jones College was 
under consideration earlier because 
one section of the college could be 
technically isolated, reducing costs 
of air conditioning. Health Services, 
however, could not make such a 
move to another college. 

Also, Camacho said that past 0-
Week coordinators had mentioned 
summer housing to him, especially 
since they did most of their work in 
Houston during the summer. 

This was another influence be-
hind opening up a college for the 
summer since the 0-Week coordi-
nators would be able to live and work 
together. 

"Having them together could help 
foster a greater community spirit," 
Levy said. 

Hanszen masters Dennis Huston 
and Lisa Bryan are supportive of the 
plan. 

"Hopefully this will encourage 
team spirit and unity among differ-
ent colleges' coordinators," Bryan 
said. 

Levy and Bryan also wanted co-
ordinators to receive some sort of 
compensation for their hard work 
putting together O-Week. In an ef-
fort to reward coordinators, the cost 
of campus summer housing will be 
reduced to $95 a month for them. 
Camacho will subsidize the rest of 
the cost through the student affairs 
budget. 

Camacho hopes that having on-
campus housing for the summer will 
continue after its initial trial this sum-
mer. 

The plan is largely experimental, 
and both Camacho and Ixivy said 
that the university stands to lose 
some money from it. 

"The university is taking a risk 
on behalf of the students to really 
help them out," Levy said. 

"We'll lose some money, but 1 
don't think it's going to be a lot," 
Camacho said. 

Ideally, Camacho wants the hous-
ing opportunity to be taken advan-
tage of mainly by Rice students, but 

non-Rice students who are taking 
summer school at Rice are also wel-
come. Everyone, however, will have 
to live under Rice's housing rules 
and policies, including the alcohol 
policy. 

"The same principles that apply 
during the academic year apply [to 
summer housing]," Camacho said. 

Although the Hanszen master will 
be gone for the summer, Hanszen 
Resident Associate Craig Strain will 
oversee the residents' activities. 

Only a few students have thus far 
responded to the offer of summer 
housing, but Camacho maintains 
that it is still early and remains opti-
mistic that more people will become 
interested. He said that if summer 
housing becomes annual and more 
people stay on campus during the 
summer, prices should also de-
crease. 

Information regarding summer 
housing on campus is available at 
each college, and those interested 
may also call Food and Housing. 

Ethernet 
FROM PAGE 1 

well as from Information Sys-
tems. 

"We need to find what's the most 
equitable way to activate the ports. 
We're going to look for guidance 
from these people," Fix said. 

Fix also pointed out that "there is 
an important difference between in-
stalling cables and outlets and acti-
vating them." 

"All dorm rooms identified by 
Facilities and Engineering will have 
CATV and Ethernet cabling installed 
— 'a plug per pillow.' All cable TV 
outlets will be activated, meaning 
that you will be able to connect a 
cable-capable device and receive 
television signals. 

"TVs and VCRs must be desig-
nated by the manufacturer as being 
'cable ready' in order to receive all of 
the stations planned to be broadcast 
on the campus cable TV network," 
Fix said. 

All students agreed that the 
Ethernet cabling's effect would be 
positive and help in their classes, 
though none said they would go out 
to buy a computer just because of 
it. 

Hoonmo Koo, a Hanszen College 
junior, said, "It will be more conve-
nient as long as you already have a 
computer." 

Yet the installation should espe-
cially help those who are forced to 
work late at night and are some-
times hesitant to walk across cam-
pus alone. 

Adeela Gill, a Wiess College 
sophomore, said, "It will be a lot 
easier to work late into the night. To 
not have to walk across campus late 
at night will help [make it safer]. It 
will also be nice to be able to talk to 
someone on the phone, like a labbie, 
at the same time you're working on 
the computer." 

Though college computer labs 
have increased the number of termi-
nals, Gill lamented the fact that this 
has inevitably increased lab use at 
prime work hours. 

"Anytime you go to the labs at 
peak hours, it's always busy there. 
Six terminals are not enough for a 
college," Gill said. 

Ali Yasin, a Sid Richardson Col-
lege sophomore, transferred this 
semester from a liberal-arts college 
that already has Ethernet cabling in 

all the rooms. 
"Many other schools already have 

Ethernet. I see the opportunity to 
benefit from being able to turn in 
assignments from home a lot more 
at Rice than at a liberal-arts college," 
said Yasin. 

For off-campus students, dialing-
in with a modem will become much 
easier as the phonelines become less 
congested. 

"Our objective is to provide the 
same level of availability off-campus 
as on-campus," Fix said. 

The standard cable package in-
cludes 51 channels, but if students 
wish to add more premium chan-
nels, they will have to do that on an 
individual basis with Phonoscope. 

Frank Placencia, a Lovett Col-
lege sophomore, said, "People are 
really excited about it at Lovett and 
have been thinking it was going to 
pass for a long time. A couple of 
people are planning to buy TVs, but 
most are planning to bring one from 
home." 

However, some students agree 
that studying will prevent'them from 
watching more television. 

Gill said, "I didn't have time to 
watch before, and I [still] don't have 
the time to watch." 

Yet Placencia also does not be-
lieve more people will stay in be-
cause of CATV. 

"It's not going to keep more 
people inside than [having one] al-
ready does," Placencia said. 

Food and Housing Director, 
Marion Hicks, believes the installa-
tion will not affect the renovation of 
Brown College this summer or Wiess 
next summer. 

"The renovation will go hand-in-
hand with the installation, and with 
Wiess, we'll also go ahead with the 
cable installations," he said. 

Fix also noted that only the Gradu-
ate House game room, Master's Of-
fice and upstairs meeting room are 
scheduled to have CATV installed, if 
it hasn't already been done. 

"Information Systems will send 
via U.S. mail further information late 
in the summer to all students identi-
fied by the registrar's office as new 
or returning students," Fix said. 

"The Ethernet cabling should 
enhance teaching and learning by 
providing global access to both 
people and resources separated by 
time and distance thereby augment-
ing a student's knowledge," Fix 
said. 

Ecology-minded Marketing Majors 
Part-time hours, full-time earnings 

10 year old manufacturer of water purification equipment seeks 
part-time students. $10/hour paid while in training. Opportunity 
to earn $500 a week or more working part-time. 
Must have own transportation. 

For executive interview, call Mr. Nedell 9 a .m. - l 1 a.m. 

875-0384 

Debate team does it again 
The George R. Brown Forensics 

Society team placed ninth out of 115 
schools in the 19th annual American 
Forensics Association National In-
dividual Events Tournament. 

The tournament was held April 8-
10 at the University of Wisconsin at 
Eau Claire. 

This tournament consisted of 11 
different speaking events, with pre-
prepared speeches, limited-prepara-
tion speeches and dramatic inter-
pretation of literature. 

Of its 30 entries, the Rice team 
sent 13 to elimination rounds, the 
second-best percentage of any 
school in the top 10. 

The University ofTexas at Austin 
won the tournament for the second 
year in a row. 

Rice was the only school in the 
country to place in the top 10 in both 
Parliamentary Debate and Speech. 
The team placed third in the Na-
tional Parliamentary Debate Cham-
pionships last month. 

The notable individual finishes 
were: 
• Lovett College sophomore Scott 
Ruthfield — Fifth Place Impromptu 
Speaking, Quarterfinalist Extempo-
raneous Speaking, Quarterfinalist 
After-Dinner Speaking, 21st speaker 
overall 
• Will Rice College sophomore 
Ryan Levy — Semifinalist Im-
promptu Speaking, Quarterfinalist 
Ex temporaneous Speaking, 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Quarterfinalist Informative Speaking 
• Brown College freshman Lauren 
McGarity—Semifinalist Impromptu 
Speaking, Semifinalist Informative 
Speaking 
• Lovett sophomore Brent Stolle 
—Quarterfinalist Impromptu Speak-
ing, Quarterfinalist Informative 
Speaking 
•, Lovett sophomore Travis Hopp 
— Semifinalist Extemporaneous 
Speaking 
• WRC f r e shman Kurtis 
McCathern —'Quarterfinalist Im-
promptu Speaking 
• Wiess College senior Joey Coffey 
—Quarterfinalist Impromptu Speak-
ing 

Library extends hours till 
end of semester 

The Library has extended its clos-
ing hours to 4 a.m. on weeknights 
and 10 p.m. on weekends. The 
changes were announced in a pilot 
program and will last till the end of 
the semester. 

"During these last few crunch 
weeks, students really need a lot of 
resources in the library to finish their 
exams, papers and programs," said 
SA Senate Pres iden t Maryana 
Iskander. 

The changes, which were imple-
mented Monday, are: 

Mon.-Thur.7:45 a.m. to 4 a.m. 
Fri. 7:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sat. 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m. to 4 a.m. 

RSVP Opportunities 
Texas Beach Clean-Up on Saturday, April 29, in Galveston. Come 
clean up Galveston by picking uptrash. Sign up at the RSVP office 
or talk to your college reps. 

Wondering what to do with all that extra money on your meal 
card? Don't let the money go to waste. You can now donate the 
money to buy food for local non-profit organizations. Don't miss 
out, you can sign up with your college reps starting now up until 
May 5. 

Want to decrease the amount of stuff you have to take home for 
the summer? Donate your old clothes to families in need. There 
will be boxes at all colleges to drop off your clothes donations 
starting the last week of classes and continuing through the first 
week of finals. 

(— Celebrate the Sights & Sounds of Nature at — 
WATER 

• Nature Gifts 
• Fountains 

Wind Chimes 
• Bird Feeders 

"Your Village nature store" 
Visit our new Rice owl corner! 

2444 Times 523-6687 

In addition, the library will also 
extend its hours on Fridays and Sat-
urdays until midnight for the final 
exam schedule. These changes will 
be in effect Monday. 

Mon.-Thur. 7:45 a.m. to 4 a.m. 
Fri. 7:45 a.m. to 12 a.m. 
Sat. 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. 
Sun. 9 a.m. to 4 a.m. 

Students, staff and faculty can 
now check out laptop computers with 
their Rice IDs. The library now has 
10 Macintosh Powerbooks. The com-
puters can be taken anywhere within 
Fondren Library but may not be 
taken out of the building. 

The computers are issued for 
four-hour periods and can on\y be 
renewed once. To check out a com-
puter, a Rice ID holder must have a 
Fondren Library bar code sticker on 
the back of the card and must not 
have any fines or overdue books. 

Network connections have been 
installed throughout the library for 
use with the Powerbooks. The loca-
tions of these connections are indi-
cated on maps, available at the circu-
lation desk. 

Sammy's to accept IDs 
Sammy's Late Night now accepts 

student IDs as payment for meals. 
The change was requested by stu-
dents who said that they had too 
much money left on their meal plans. 
Sammy's Late night will accept IDs 
until the end of the semester. 
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Pub fire leads to reconstruction talk 
by George E. Hatoun 

Two weeks after a fire destroyed 
Willy's Pub, arson investigators are 
still trying to determine who was 
responsible for the blaze. Plans for 
the renovation of the RMC base-
ment area are also being finalized. 

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho said that Rice con-
siders the blaze to be "a fire of a 
suspicious nature." 

Assistant Chief of Police Thomas 
Bickers Jr. said the Campus Police 
do not know what the actual cause of 
the fire was. 

Bickers said, "The actual investi-
gation is being done by the Houston 
Arson Bureau." That agency ruled 
that the cause of the fire was arson. 

An investigator with the Houston 
Fire Department's arson investiga-
tion unit who was on campus April 
12 said that the investigation at that 
time was "still in the early stage[s]." 

Since the fire was determined to 
be deliberately set, only minimal in-
formation has been made public. 

Students questioned about 
the fire 

Arson investigators were asking 
a number of questions of students 
who had been in and around the 
Student Center in the early morning 
hours of April 6, when the two-alarm 
fire started. 

Pub Manager Christina Hard said 
that the investigators told her that 
accelerant-sni f f ing dogs were 
brought in and did detect the pres-
ence of accelerant in the area. How-
ever, lab reports to confirm this have 
not yet been released. 

Hard said that investigators were 
asking her questions about who had 
keys to the Pub. She said that the 
Pub manager, assistant manager and 
head bartender all had keys that 
granted access to the Pub, and the 
Student Center information desk 
possessed a master key. 

The investigators also asked 
questions about when fire alarms 
went off in the Student Center, who 
called the Campus Police and when 
and which people were present in 
and around the Student Center that 
night. 

The Pub itself had closed at 2 
a.m., and it is believed that only the 
arsonist was in that portion of the 
building when the fire started. 

Six Thresher staff members were 
on the second floor of the Ley Stu-
dent Ceiiter that morning. Two of 
them were questioned by investiga-
tors. 

'Hie Ley Student Center, which 
houses Academic Advising and sev-
eral student organizations, is acces-
sible 24 hours a day by a door con-
nected to a cardreader. This section 
is isolated from the rest of the build-
ing at night by a connecting door. 

That door was locked the night 
before the fire alarm sounded; the 
first two campus police officers to 
arrive that evening had to use their 
keys to gain access to the first floor 
of the building. 

Will Rice College junior Tony 
Tran, who was on the second floor 
when the fire alarm went off, said 
that Campus Police Lieutenant Terry 
Ryals-asked him about his where-

abouts approximately half an hour 
before the fire started. 

Ryals told Tran that he had been 
seen outside the Student Center 
shortly before the fire. Tran told 
Ryals that he went to his car. which 
was parked in an adjacent lot. 

Ryals also asked Tran about what 
happened after the fire had started. 

"Basically, he asked me to re-
count the events of the evening that 
happened from when we first heard 
the alarm," Tran said. 

Tran said that Ryals wanted to 
know about the subsequent events, 
including when Tran noticed that 
the Ethernet link to the rest of the 
campus had been severed. 

Ryals wanted to know which of-
ficer told the students to leave the 
building and whether Tran had left 
the building at any other time. 

Immediately after the fire alarm 
sounded, the police dispatcher on 
duty told the Thresher that "there 
was an intrusion alarm in the Pub" 
and that officers were on their way. 

Hard said that according to the 
investigators both the fire and intru-
sion alarms went off at 3:05 a.m., but 
it is not known whether the intru-
sion alarm was set off by the arsonist 
or an electrical disturbance caused 
by the fire. 

The investigators also wanted to 
know whether someone was having 
"trouble with the Pub." 

Arson investigators were seen 
gathering information as late as 
Monday. 

Rebuilding the Pub? 
Even while the investigators were 

working to determine the facts be-
hind the destruction of the Pub, plans 
for rebuilding in that space were 
being made. 

The fire has raised questions 
within the administration as to how 
the basement area should be recon-
structed, said Student Association 
President Maryana Iskander. 

"The conversation about Rice 
serving alcohol that comes up every 
year came up," Iskander said. 

Iskander said that there was some 
concern about Rice's liability if it 
continued the practice. 

"When you're one of the only 
schools in the nation that's doing 
something [serving alcohol on cam-
pus], you ask yourself why," she 
said. 

Iskander said, however, that 
President Malcolm Gillis had as-
sured her that in the end the Pub 
would be rebuilt. 

Hard also said that Gillis had as-
sured her through Associate Dean 
for Student Affairs Bob Sanborn that 
the Pub would be reconstructed by 
next year. 

Hard said that she hoped that the 
Pub would be allocated "at least the 
same area" that it previously.held. 

A committee, which includes 
Iskander, Sanborn, Vice President 
for Finance and Administration Dean 
Currie, Vice President for Student 
Affairs Zenaido Camacho and archi-
tects from the firm Gensler and As-
sociates, has been formed to formu-
late plans for the reconstruction of 
the basement. 

Gensler had previously drawn up 
a comprehensive four-phase Student 
Center renovation plan which the 

A 

* ' * 

With the cleansing process completed, the Pub area now awaits renovation. 

university has not yet committed to 
funding. 

The temporary removal of the 
Pub from the basement area will 
actually broaden the spectrum of 
available options for basement reno-
vations, which were already sched-
uled to begin this summer. 

Previously, the basement reno-
vation plans were restricted by the 
cost of moving Pub equipment and 
fixtures. Because of the fire, these 
obstacles no longer present a major 
problem. 

The MOB has now moved out of 
its practice hall in the Student Cen-
ter basement and into its new loca-
tion in the basement of the Central 
Kitchen building. That move had 
been planned for some time. 

Quick action 
While the options may be 

broader, the time frame in which 
decisions have to be made is much 
shorter. Iskander said at Monday's 
SA meeting that the plans will need 
to be finalized by today. 

Iskander has appointed a com-
mittee of several SA Senate mem-
bers to advise her on what should be 
done with the space. 

Questionnaires were also distrib-
uted to all Senate members who were 
supposed to gather student input 
and return them completed to 
'Iskander. 

"Hopefully, what we can do is 
make the Pub and the basement a 
place where students want to go," 
Iskander said. 

The architects drew up four 
sketches for a closed meeting with 
Iskander and several administrators. 
These were condensed overnight 
into two plans, which were shown at 
an open meeting on Wednesday. 

One of the plans showed a slightly 
enlarged Pub. The other showed the 
Pub greatly enlarged and moved into 
the space once occupied by the 
MOB. Both called for pool tables, 
video games and a television lounge 
within Willy's. 

These features became a promi-

I 
t l 

PRESENT CARD FOR 10% DISCOUNT 

LJ OUT SHEEPSKIN S&ifiConta. EXPERTLY 
By . 

I* 

I 
E L L H A U S E N ' S 

C U S T O M F R A M E & A R T G A L L E R Y , I N C . 
O V E R H A L F A C E N T U R Y I N H O U S T O N 

r Fine Art Prints Gifts Photo Frames 

2 4 2 5 R I C E BLVD. 5 2 4 - 7 4 0 2 

IN T H E V I L L A G E 

nent topic of discussion. Many stu-
dents seemed concerned that the 
plan diluted the character of the Pub. 
One dubbed the bar in one of the 
plans a "shithole in the corner of this 
big rec room." 

Iskander, though, said that sev-
eral administrators would prefer to 
see the focus of the Pub shift away 
from alcohol. "We want to downplay 
the bar.... We don't want people to 
go in and think, 'I'm in a pub'," one of 
the architects said. 

A prominent theme was the loca-
tion of the bar. The plans both 
showed a bar at one end of the space, 
reflecting administrator's concern 
that alcohol be de-emphasized. 

The Pub's student management 
favored a more central bar so that 
the bartender would be able to watch 
the entire establishment. 

"I like the dual-purpose idea," J.P. 
Lopez, a Will Rice College junior, 
said, "But putting the bar in the cen-
ter won't send people running out 
the door." 

A much less controversial fea-
ture of both plans was a student 
organizations workroom, an idea 
which first surfaced in the renova-
tion discussion last year. 

This would provide offices for 
four or five large student organiza-
tions, lockers and storage space for 
smaller ones, conference rooms and 
lounges and a central open space for 
work and informal meetings. The 
workroom would also be accessible 
24 hours a day by a cardreader placed 
on the outside basement door. 

'The two alternfltives were then to 
be presented to Camacho for a deci-
sion. Final plans were to be approved 
by yesterday. 

Even while the plans are being 
drawn up, some reconstruction in 
the basement areas has already be--
gun. 

The April 17 Student Center up-
date put out by the university says 
that contractors have completed res-
toration work on the concrete sup-
port beams in the basement. 

This means that the Grand Hall 

Willy's Pub, 
1975 • 1995 
Willy's Pub was conceived by 
a student committee in early 
1975 in response to the death 
of several Rice students in 
drunk driving accidents during 
that year. Construction 
funding was provided by the 
Campus Store. On April 11, 
Rice President Norman 
Hackerman drew the first 
pitcher of beer, calling it a 
"Red letter day for the 
university;" 1,700 showed up 
on opening day. 
Reaction to the Pub's interior 
design was mixed. One patron 
called it "marvelous." Agroup 
of architecture students 
(including William Cannady, 
who would go on to design the 
Hanszen commons), though, 
dubbed it "reactionary ... a 
sort of middle class attempt 
at the River Oaks Country 
Club." 
In the early years, Willy's was 
the second largest consumer 
of beer in Harris County, 
behind only the AstroDome. 
Through the mid 1980s, the 
Pub ran a surplus, donating 
money to other campus 
organizations. When the 
drinking age was raised to 21 
in 1986, patronage fell and 
red ink began to pile up. By 
the spring of 1994, Willy's 
was in danger of closing down. 
President Gillis waived the 
fees the Pub had to pay for 
maintenance for 1993-94 and 
reduced them for the next 
year. 
The last major fire on campus 
was in the summer of 1975. 
The Hanszen commons, left 
unlocked and piled high with 
furniture from a remodeling of 
Wiess, were gutted by a blaze 
of unknown origin. The 
remainders of the building 
were demolished in the fall to 
make way for the present 
commons. Residents of 
Hanszen ate in the Grand Hall 
of the RMC instead for the 
1975-76 school year. 

can again be booked; that room is 
directly above the Pub, and its floor 
is supported by the restored beams. 

The Pub, which celebrated its 
20th anniversary in the Ray Court-
yard last week, has canceled the last 
two Pub Nights of the year. 

The Pub management had hoped 
that a picnic license could be se-
cured to operate the Pub in the base-
ment of Lovett College or another 
on-campus site for the rest of the 
year. 

Hard said that she was not able to 
get the license, and the Texas Alco-
holic Beverage Commission has 
suspended the Pub's liquor license 
until it is rebuilt. 

The target date for completing 
the repairs and the renovation of the 
basement is the first day of classes 
next year. 

"If they [the administration] 
burned it down, they're really com-
mitted to rebuilding itfast," Iskander 
said jokingly. 

Christof Spieler contributed to this 
story. 
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The Damage 
Bookstore 
• Extensive smoke damage 
• Some water damage 
• Merchandise declared 
total loss and removed by 
insurance company 

Pub 
• Burned out 
•Sign, beertaps salvaged 

The fire started in the 

elevated portion of the Pub. 

Ceiling 
•Concrete ceiling beams 
damaged by heat 
• Grand Hall, directly 
above, was closed until 
the ceiling was shored up 

MOB bandhali 
Heavy smoke damage 
to instruments 

Sammy's 
storage 
• protected from fire by 
cement walls 
• smoke contamination 
to food; all stocks 
thrown out 

The fire which destroyed Willy's Pub on April 6 caused 
heavy smoke and fire damage throughout the Rice 
Student Center basement, which has since been gutted 
by demolition crews. Smoke was also drawn into the 
RMC and Ley Student Center air ducts, forcing 
evacuation and deoderizing of the entire facility. 

MOB 
storage 
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Damages 
FROM PAGE 1 

Marion Hicks, Director of F&H, 
said that the damages to Sammy's 
were about $15,000. He said that the 
bulk of the damages were caused by 
smoke. 

"Just about everything in the 
basement, we tossed. Upstairs, we 
only tossed in-process foods such as 
milk," Hicks said. 

"It was just black back there. We 
didn't have any heat or water dam-
age to speak of," he said. 

The fire also melted the March-
ing Owl Band uniforms and dam-
aged their instruments. 

Sanborn, who oversees both the 
Student Center and the MOB, said 
that all of the uniforms and most of 
the instruments were declared to-
taled by the insurance company. 

Sanborn estimated the damage 
to the MOB to be around $500,000. 
He said that many of the instruments 
had been taken to a professional 
restoration company, which would 
estimate whether it would be more 

economically feasible to have the 
instruments restored or simply to 
buy new ones instead. 

A number of events were relo-
cated from the Student Center due 
to Jhe fire, including a Latin jazz 
concert scheduled for April 8 in the 
Grand Hall. 

The concert was relocated to the 
Founder's Court. 

The Rice Campus Store, includ-
ing both the bookstore and com-
puter department were as well 
declared total losses due to the 
smoke damage, and the Campus 
Store stock was removed from the 
building. . 

"The bookstore suffered mainly 
smoke damage and a little water 
damage. It seems like when the fire 
was burning, the smoke sort of used 
the bookstore as a chimney," 
Sanborn said. 

Because the insurance company 
now owns all of the items that were 
totaled in the fire, the store has to be 
restocked with new items before it 
can open. 

Even though the Pub and RMC 
suffered lots of damages, adminis-

trators were optimistic aboiit the 
opportunities that had been created 
alongside. 

"There was a lot of damage, and 
it's certainly too bad that it was ar-
son," Sanborn said. "We will rebuild 
the Pub, and we will have a better 
Pub." 

"Everybody has been looking at 
the fire as a tragedy, and it was. But 
I also look at it like an opportunity to 
see what we can really provide for 
students," Camacho said. "We were 
constrained by walls — now we're 
not." 

Security of university property is 
another issue that has been consid-
ered. 

"I'm sure we're going to learn a 
lot from this process. Security at the 
colleges is going to be 
increased this next semester with 
additional personnel," Camacho 
said. 

He said that the flow of students 
through the building was related to 
security issues. 

Camacho said his goal for the 
completion of a new pub "is-to get 
done before school starts." 

Number of applications 
declines substantially 
by Chetan Kapoor 

The number of applications re-
ceived by the Admission Office has 
dropped by almost 500 compared to 
last year. 

According to Richard Stabell, 
dean of admission and records, Rice 
received 7,000 applications this year. 
This figure declined by 6.7 percent 
from last year's total of approxi-
mately 7,500 applications. 

Stabell felt that the drop in the 
number of applications may have 
been due to the $25 application fee 
that was introduced this year. 

"That's not a significant drop and 
I don't have a reason why. We did 
everything basically the same way 
this year as we did last year. Prob-
ably the new application fee had 
some bearing on that number," 
Stabell said. 

"The drop had no effect on the 
quality of the accepted students. In 
fact, we could have accepted twice 
as many students as we did without 
a drop in quality," he added. 

The money made from the appli-
cation fees went into the general 
university fund, Stabell said. He 
added that "anyone who needed a 
waiver was granted one." He said 
that 275 application fee waivers were 
granted. 

The Admission Office made about 
1,700 offers of admission this year. 
Stabell said there were 665 spaces 
for the incoming class of freshmen 
and 65 spaces for transfer students. 

"We have a target of averaging 
2,600 undergraduates every semes-
ter," Stabell said. He explained that 
the number of spaces available for 
freshmen and transfers varied be-
cause of this condition. 

"If you were to take the number 
of applicants versus the number of 
spaces available, it might put I Rice] 

among the most selective institu-
tions in the country. In fact, it may 
make us the most selective," Stabell 
said. 

He said that several factors were 
taken into consideration in the deci-
sion-making process, but said that 
the most important factor was the 
student's high school record. The 
Admission Office also laid emphasis 
on the non-academic qualities of its 
applicant pool. 

"In a community like Rice where 
we learn from one another, we 
seek evidence of things students will 
bring to teach each other," Stabell 
said. 

Even though a greater number of 
applications were received from out 
of state, Stabell anticipated an equal 
number of acceptances from Texas 
and from out of state. Stabell said 
that this was because many students 
choose to go to school close to home. 
Rice doesn't have geographical tar-
gets or quotas, Stabell said. 

Stabell likened the admissions 
process to a "two-way street." 

"The prospective students have 
already gone through their anxiety, 
now it's our turn waiting to see which 
and how many students will return 
to attend Rice," he said. 

Andrew Harper, a senior at 
Westfield High School in Houston, 
said that he is "intent on going to 
Rice." He said he had also consid-
ered the University of Texas at Aus-
tin and Texas A&M University and 
had been accepted by both 
institutions, but Rice is his first 
choice. 

Jason Weiner, a senior at Bowie 
High School in Arlington, said that 
he did not think he would be joining 
Rice; he was accepted at Stanford 
University. 

"The biggest reason ffor not com-
ing to Rice], was because I want to 
leave Texas," Weiner said. 

SA Business 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 

discussed: 

• University Blue, the Rice student-produced literary magazine, is 
now available. Contact Editor Karl Haushalter for more information. 

• SA President Maryana Iskander said that a final decision on 
„ parking and shuttle bus fees will be made by next week. 

• The Senate approved the constitution of the RABIES club. 
• The Senate voted to appropriate $100 to the Club Volleyball team 

for post-season play. 
• Iskander raised the subject of whether the SA should be involved 

in sponsoring class committees. Sid Richardson College President 
Joel Grus was concerned that these committees would drain SA 
and college appropriations budgets. No action was taken. 

Next meeting: Monday at 10 p.m. in the Kelley Lounge at the Student 
Center 
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Brown residents protest fines 
by Patricia Lin 

C i g a r e t t e b u r n s in B r o w n 
College's fifth floor carpet and a 
$1,200 bill from Food and Housing 
are cause for question about who is 
responsible for damages incurred 
during official college parties. 

While the college has not yet re-
ceived the bill and list of damages 
from Food and Housing, Brown cabi-
net members and residents of the 
fifth floor have already met several 
times to discuss the charges. 

Food and Housing had replaced 
all the carpeting on the fifth floor 
over the summer because it had sus-
tained extensive damage from ciga-
rette burns over the previous years. 
New burns appeared in the carpet 
during the fall semester , however, 
and F&H replaced the carpet in the 
study lobby again over winter break. 

"All the carpet was new at the 
beginning of the year, and since we 
wanted to protect the carpet, we de-
cided to replace the burnt section in 
the study lobby," said BobTruscott , 
project manager of the residential 
colleges. 

But the new section has been 
burnt again. Damage extending half-
way down the west hall of the floor 
will necessitate replacement of the 
carpeting for the entire hallway. The 
carpet in the study lobby and the 
hallway will be replaced over the 
summer. 

"I have purchased enough car-
peting to redo the lobby and two 
hallways even though we only need 
carpet Tor one hallway. We're going 
to keep that extra material in re-
serve, but of course, we're not going 
to charge the college for that mate-
rial," Truscott said. 

Smoking is prohibited in all aca-
demic buildings and offices, but the 
colleges set their own smoking poli-
cies. Truscott said he hoped all the 

Cigarette stains and burns in the carpets of Brown College's 5th floor have 
become the source of much controversy. 

colleges would prohibit smoking in 
the rooms because of the potential 
damage smoking can cause. 

"It really smells up the rooms, 
and in 1992, there was a fire at Jones. 
Someone threw a lit butt in a trash 
can and it caught fire. 

The smoke did set off our seem-
ingly overactive fire alarms, though, 
so we were able to contain it and 
prevent too much damage,"Truscott 
said. 

Currently, the Brown court in-
tends to distribute the cost of the bill 
evenly among the residents of the 
fifth floor. Senior and fifth floor rep-
resentative Noah Dowd has con-
tested such a resolution, though, 
because he believes the burns were 
not caused by residents of the floor. 
Fifth floor residents have proposed 
that the charge be distributed evenly 
to each member of the college. 

Freshman Laura Duke, a fifth 
floor resident, said, "There are two 
groups of us involved in this: agroup 
who don't go to the parties, don't 
smoke , don ' t dr ink and maybe 
haven't even seen the damage and 
who shouldn't have to bear any 

blame for this and a group who do go 
to the parties but who didn't cause 
the damage. 

"Most of the damage happened 
during official parties like Baccha-
nalia and College Night when non-
Brown and even non-Rice people 
come here, so we want every mem-
ber of Brown to pay like a couple 
dollars apiece instead of just each of 
us on the floor paying like 80 bucks 
apiece," she said. 

Since the college has not yet re-
ceived an official bill, the cabinet has 
been trying to resolve the situation 
using the full amount of the carpet-
ing costs, $2,300. 

"As I understand it, there isn't 
even enough in [the Brown dam-
ages budget] to cover the cost of the 
carpet, but they might help us out 
with it," Duke said. 

Brown Co-Master Jamie Haymes 
said the college was still trying to 
make a final decision although the 
cabinet and court remain in consen-
sus that the fifth floor residents 
should pay the bill. 

"I just wish the people who did it 
would come forward," Haymes said. 
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Windows Candidates should have a Bachelor's degree with a major in Computer Science. Physics 

or Math 

Smith & Associates has a casual yet challenging environment and olfcrs a competitive salary and 
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Staudt at 713/335-0926 or fax a resume to 713/333-0736. 
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Crime on Campus 
Academic Buildings 
Library Loading Dock April 12 Car parked at loading dock 

damaged 

• Colleges 
Wiess College 
Will Rice College 

April 10 
March 30 

Bicycle taken from bike rack 
Sewing machine taken from 
commons 

cj • 

Park ing 
FROM PAGE 1 

is not worth it. Rice is a fairly small 
campus, and the shuttle bus service 
is too inefficient and irregular." 

On Wednesday , Binford and 
Radulescu met with SA and GSA 
representatives. 

The administrators pointed out 
a number of problems with the 
Senate's proposals. 

One main problem is with the 
universa l fee r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . 
Texas law prohibits employers from 
garnishing their workers ' salaries, 
so a shuttle bus fee could not be 
taken out of staff and faculty salaries 
without their consent. 

Without the fee applied to faculty 
and staff as well as undergraduates 
and graduate students, the result 
would be that students would be 
subsidizing the shuttle bus service. 
This is similar to the problem that 
the Senate was trying to correct by 
passing the resolution. 

Radulescu presented numbers 
showing that even with the $10 fee, 
parking fees for close-in lots set at 
$90 and no stadium parking fees, the 
shuttle bus system would still run a 
$8,541 operating deficit for the next 
fiscal year. 

Binford agreed with the portions 

of the resolution that asked for an 
exper ienced t ransportat ion man-
ager, likely to be Radulescu, to take 
over the job of running the buses. 

He also said that he would favor 
moving more of the parking func-
tion which currently falls under his 
office to a parking committee. The 
resolution called for the creation of a 
standing committee on parking. 

Munson said, "The reality of the 
situation is that it is too late to make 
a major overhaul this year. We have 
not collected enough data f rom all of 
the groups involved. Most likely, 
students will end up paying $96 for 
close-in parking and $12 for stadium 
parking next year. 

However, we are only accepting 
this as a temporary measure. Hope-
fully, in the future, we will create a 
more permanent plan that incorpo-
rates some of the fundamental ideas 
of our proposal this year." 

Binford said that he would prefer 
not to be "judge, jury and execu-
tioner," on parking issues. He cited 
o ther universities, like Southern 
Method i s t Universi ty in Dallas, 
which have parking appeals handled 
through an appeals board contain-
ing students. 

Binford said that changes to the 
parking fee structure and shuttle 
bus service will take some time to 
implement. 

Lawsuit 
FROM PAGE 1 

on h i s visi t to Rice . 
• The police had been summoned 
to his residence on several occa-
sions. 

Phillips is only 5*10" tall, and he 
states that the police visited him 
frequently only because he "kept 
the police informed of events occur-
ring in his neighborhood." 

Phillips' suit is based on what his 
petition describes as Rice's "com-

mon law duty to use ordinary carie... 
to ensure that the police department 
carried out its duties in a safe, thor-
ough, professional manner consis-
tent with the rights of each member 
of this society." 

Rice General Counsel Shirley 
Redwine declined to discuss the 
details of the case but did say that 
Rice believes Phillips' suit is un-
founded and that the university, 
which has filed a general denial with 
the Harris County Court, will re-
spond by "defending the matter vig-
orously." 

SRC's balconies 
opened again 

, by George E. FJatoun 

The balconies at Sid Richardson 
College were scheduled to be re-
opened yesterday after being shut 
for two weeks. They had been closed 
b e c a u s e a l a r g e p a p i e r - m a c h e 
elephant's head was thrown off SRC's 
fourth floor balcony. 

The balconies were closed by 
Food and Housing at the request of 
SRC's Council, which had previously 
announced that if another object was 
thrown off of one of the balconies, 
they would be shut f̂ »r the two-week 
period. 

The balconies were shut in De-
cember of last year after a block of 
dry ice crashed through one of the 
sliding glass doors of the Will Rice 
College Master 's House. 

Other objects have been thrown' 
off the college's balconies this year, 
including beer bottles and a small 
refrigerator according to SRC mem-

'bees present at a Council meeting 
March 11. 

No one has been publicly accused 
of any of the crimes. 

Houston city ordinances prohibit 
the throwing of objects from high-

rises, including the SRC tower. Rice 
policy also prohibits such acts, which 
are punishable by the rustication of 
the offender. 

When a person is rusticated, he 
or she is not allowed to live on cam-
pus or to spend time on campus, 
except to attend classes. 

The elephant 's head was thrown 
off of the balcony and landed in the 
shrubbery below. The head, along 
with the rest of the stuffed animal, 
was reportedly taken by a SRC mem-
ber, acting alone, from the Lovett 
College commons. 

A Lovett member had apparently _ 
stolen the figure from the Shriner% 
Circus, which according.to Lovett 
f reshman Cfiris Gouge, helps physi-
cally and mentally disadvantaged 
children. 

SRC President Joel Grus said in 
t h e " r i c e . s i d . g e n e r a l " t ha t t h e 
elephant's theft was not a sanctioned 
college activity. 

"In regards to the elephant, don't 
look at it as Sid stole the elephant. 
Look at it as 'some idiots stole the 
elephant, '" he said. 

Believe me, I'm as pissed about 
the whole elephant situation as you 
are," he said. 



N E W S F E A T U R E 

ERICA OLLMANN WAS 

CALLED BEFORE THE 

HONOR COUNCIL in late 

November 1991, accused of 
cheating on a lab report. After 
using the (statistically primitive) 
method shown in class for evalu-
ating the data, she and her part-
ner obtained an obviously incor-
rect result. Using a more sophis-
ticated method, assigning lower 
weight to measurements they 
knew were flawed, her partner, 
who had some statistics back-
ground, got a more plausible 
answer. In her lab report, she 
included a photocopy of her 
partner's work, in his handwrit-
ing. 

The professor turned in both 
of them, along with 40 percent of 
the class, for cheating. In Erica's 
case, she was accused of cheating 
by passing her partner's work off 
as her own. In addition, they 
were accused by the council, not 
the professor, of cheating by pho-
tocopying the Qutput from an 
analysis instrument. "How can 
you possibly plagiarize a ma-
chine?" she said. 

Erica granted T h r e s h e r 
writer Sei Chong this interview. 

GOING TO TRIAL WITH THE 

HONOR COUNCIL 

What were the attitudes of 
the council members in this 
case? Were they all assum-
ing you were guilty? 

The prevailing attitude of the 
council seemed to be not "inno-
cent until proven guilty" but 
rather, "guilty until proven in-
nocent." I can not say that all 
the members of the council pre-
sumed us guilty from the start, 
but I do r e m e m b e r be ing 
shocked by the consensus atti-
tude as presented by the vice-
chair who was acting chairman 
for this trial, the ombudsman at 
the time and the majority of the members present at the initial 
investigation and at the trial. The ombudsman told us that he 
thought the evidence against us was pretty strong and sug-
gested that we both withdraw from Rice before it went to trial. 
I have explained the case to you in detail. It was a ludicrous 
accusation for which we had mountains of evidence in our 
favor. What would possibly lead the ombudsman, a student 
whose job it is to act in our favor, as our liaison to the council, 
to suggest that we withdraw from the school before the trial? 
In addition, the fact that several members in the trial repeat-
edly mentioned the chart recorder output (with which the 
professor had no complaint) as "further evidence of the extent 
of our guilt," even after the majority of the council had deter-
mined that we were innocent of the charges brought against 
us. If indeed we were supposed to be "innocent until proven 
guilty," why, after our innocence was determined, did mem-
bers of the Honor Council continue to attack? Why did they 
continue to search through statements and experiments with 
which the professor was pleased for something that might 
identify us as guilty? 

The attitude of the council was clearly antagonistic and 
accusatory until we had proven ourselves innocent. The state-
ments they made before and during the trial led me to believe 
they they assumed us guilty of all charges and were just trying 
to reach a quick consensus of "guilty" and get out of there as 
early as possible. 

One of the more shocking statements cam^from the Honor 
Council chairwoman as relayed through the vice-chairman of 
the council. My partner had some applications due within a few 
days of our initial investigation. On these applications were 
boxes for him to indicate whether or not he had ever been 
found guilty of cheating: He could answer no, yes or trial in 
progress. Clearly, entering "trial in progress" would be as 
good as entering "guilty" as far as the admissions officers were 
concerned. Thus, we wanted the trial to be completed as soon 
as possible in order that he might not have to check "trial in 
progress" on the applications. The chair and vice-chair thought 
it might be too difficult to move the trial date earlier and told my 
partner to simply check "No" on the applications. The officers 
of the Honor Council told him to lie. Let me make this very 
clear: The officers of the Honor Council told him to lie. 

You ended up being found innocent because of a scrap 
of paper you found. Could you elaborate? 

We were summoned to appear before the Honor Council 
about a month after the paper was due. By the sheer virtue of 
the fact that I'm "a slob, I had, underneath a foot-high stack of 
papers on my desk, a piece of paper on which I had done a 
curve fit as presented in class and, I think, had shown to some 
other class members as I explained the method to them. By 
showing this paper to the council, I was able to demonstrate 
that I, indeed, did know how to do these calculations. In 
addition to this paper, the professor had in his possession a 
carbon copy of the page of my lab notebook on which I had 
done this calculation since the day I had written it down. I am 
unsure if these carbon copies were brought to the trial. 

The professor was very young and probably did not under-
stand the severity of his accusations nor the fact that honors 
students would not be so stupid as to directly xerox work in 

BY SEI CHONG 

The names of people identified only by 
first name have been changed. 

It starts with a phone call • As you 
hold the receiver to your ear, the chair of the Honor 
Council- informs you that you have been accused of an 
Honor Code violation. He can't tell you exactly what the 
accusation is about right now, but he wants to meet with 
you as soon as possible to talk about it. 

Once you hang up, you start mentally retracing your 
steps, thinking back to any assignments or tests you 
handed in recently. What did you do wrong? And what's 
going to happen at the meeting? 

Then you begin to think about the implications of this 
accusation. Depending on the violation, you could be 
facing an F in the course and a two-semester suspension. 
An F and any suspension could ruin your plans for grad 
school or your career, and while it probably won't destroy 
your life, a guilty verdict could set you back for some time. 
If you weren't nervous during the phone call, you probably 
are by now. 

For most students, contact with the Honor Council is 
limited to the O-Week introduction. For students who 
never have been accused, the council is a distant, secretive 
and exclusive group of 16 members, elected by the stu-
dents, two freshman representatives appointed by the 
council, whose constitution lies in what is known as the 
Blue Book. For these students, the council doesn't give 
much cause for worry. But for those who have to deal with 
an Honor Council trial or investigation, the process can 
cause them to put everything on hold until the final resolu-
tion. 

Accused students are anxious, 
partly because of the seriousness of 
the consequences if they're found 
guilty but also because they don't 
know what will happen to them dur-
ing the meeting and any hearings or 

trials that may follow. (This is something they don't 
cover during O-Week.) Even faculty members have 
been known to literally shake as they testify before 
the council. 

As everyone knows, the council has its critics. 
Some criticism comes from those complaining about 
an outcome from a certain case, but those who have 
been found innocent also find fault with the council's 
procedures and claim that the restrictions on the 
council's power don't work. Others think that the 
council's decision-makingprocess is flawed and leads 
to faulty judgment even though the members them-
selves may be qualified. For whatever reasons, stu-
dents, both undergraduate and graduate, think that 
the council could use improvement , 

The investigation 
Former Honor Council Chair Sam Cole recently 

agreed to describe the Honor System process and to 
comment on past cases. 

After the call, the next step is to set up an investi-
gative meeting at which an ombudsman is assigned 
to the accused. After the accused is briefed on the 
procedure by the ombudsman assigned to the case, 
the accused is presented with the evidence but not 
the name of the accuser. 

The accusation is then read out loud. Often this 
prompts a reaction from the accused "that often de-
fends themselves," Cole said. But sometimes, he 
said, people break down and admit to the violation 
right there. 

Ombudsmen serve as one of the checks on the 
council, Cole said. They are selected by University 
Court, which means ombudsmen have no formal 
connection with the council. The council has ap-

proved a change to have the 
university ombuds, who is 
more familiar with the coun-
cil, pick the ombudsmen. 

Cole said the ombudsman 
acts as a liaison between the "We need a council 

of honor and justice, 
not The Star 
Chamber." 

SEE PAGE 10 
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dropped all charges. I am currently 
a Ph.D. student in biophysics at 
one of the finest research institu-
tions in this country. This would 
not have been possible if the coun-
cil had found me guilty. 

Given that the some members 
of the Honor Council failed to con-
sider the evidence presented, and 
our ombudsman caused more 
harm than help, I feared that a 
mistrial and a "guilty" verdict would 
be a very real situation. If mem-
bers of the Honor Council con-
tinue to act unprofessionally, or 
even if the council gains such a 
reputation from previous incidents, 
it is quite likely that accused stu-
dents may bring lawsuits against 
the university. Hie degree of pro-
fessional damage caused by their 
verdicts certainly warrants such 
actions. 

Clearly, Rice has better ways of 
spending their money than defend-
ing themselves in court. I would 
like to see them spend that money 
on the facilities and education that 
the students need and not funnel it 
all to their lawyers. By allowing 
professors to make such claims 
and by having an Honor Council as 
I have described, Rice runs the 
risk of this very same situation. 

The faculty must be better edu-
cated about the Honor System, 
methods of reporting accusations 
and the severity of those accusa-
tions. The Honor Council needs to 
refrain from serving asapeergroup 
and abstain from using peer coer-
cion in order to achieve consen-

— Erica Oilman, 
found not in violation 

someone else's handwriting and turn it in as their own. The 
professor exhibited a fairly embarrassing ignorance of Rice 
students' abilities and integrity. However, my complaint is not 
with him. He just didn't have a clue. My main complaint is with 
the Honor Council and the manner in which we were treated 
and the trial was handled. 

Were you there for the straw polls? I was wondering if 
there is any pressure to vote a certain way since it takes 
a unanimous vote to convict someone. 

We were not there for the straw polls. We were waiting in 
the Miner Lounge with the ombudsman who repeated that 
things weren't looking too good for us, and we should prob-
ably drop out of Rice while we still could. 

I have heard that there is intense peer pressure to vote 
unanimously. As I have never sat on the Honor Council nor 
was I allowed to be present for the straw polls, I have no 
personal experience in this matter. However, the girlfriend of 
a former council member told me that*the Honor Council is 
rather cliquish: They spend so much time together that the 
other members often become their major support network 
and peer group. I was told that if a member voted against the 
others, that he or she would be shunned from the group as a 
social unit and would have less input into future trial discus-
sions. 

The ombudsman told us after the vote that they had not 
taken the time to persuade the dissenting members (innocent 
9, guilty 2 — I believe) as the rest of the council thought it to 
be a waste of time. Since the clear majority found us innocent 
and we were nearing exams, I think they just wanted to go 
home. 

What changes should be made in the way the Honor 
Council works, in your opinion, and why? 

Neither the Honor Council members nor the professor 
seemed to understand the gravity of the situation and the 
profound impact their actions would have upon our careers at 
Rice and our aspirations beyond. If I were forced to withdraw 
from Rice inexplicably or received an F in the junior year lab 
in my major, what graduate school admissions officer wouldn't 
be suspicious? Our names would have gotten around the 
department grapevine, and we might have lost our research 
positions, or certainly, our favorable standing with our re-
search advisors. In addition, in my field, research papers are 
subject to peer review, a process that unfortunately involves a 
degree of personal bias. The stigma of having been brought 
up before the Honor Council on an experimental write-up is 
potentially very damaging. Thank goodness that the majority 
of the council members ultimately declared us innocent and 

The council woke me up at one 
o'clock in the morning on Thurs-
day and told me to appear before 
them on Friday afternoon. They 
refused to tell me of what I was 
being accused or even which 
course they were investigating. I 
happened to run into my lab part-
ner looking panicky that night. We 
deduced what we were being ac-

cused of and got our lab notebooks signed, dated and wit-
nessed that no changes had been made from the time of the 
phone calls until the time of the Friday afternoon investigation. 
Because we arrived at the investigation with evidence pre-
sented in our favor, the council members present assumed we 
had something to hide. By preparing our defense, we were, in 
their eyes, implicating ourselves. 

Every student must have the right to understand what 
charges have been made against them. When presented with 
a situation as stressful and frightening as investigation by the 
Honor Council, students may not be able to clearly remember 
details or fully understand every aspect of the charges at hand. 
A student cannot be considered more guilty for the crime of 
defending himself in his innocence. Every student must have 
the right to due process. 

Our trial and investigation were an utter farce that lasted 
several days. The stress of the situation and the fact that we 
were told several times that our smartest move would be to 
withdraw from Rice obviously prevented us from getting much 
work done in the meantime. I'm quite sure it affected my 
partner's ability to portray himself as a shiny, happy student in 
his applications he had to write during the trial. I, for one, was 
physically ill most of the time. As a result, I couldn't go home 
and see my family at Thanksgiving: I had to stay at school and 
catch up on the work I had missed due to the trial. Investigation 
by the Honor Council must be handled and treated as seriously 
by the council members as by the students affected. The 
faculty needs to understand the severity of these accusations 
and not make them lightly. The students on the council need 
to understand the effect their decisions have upon the aca-
demic and professional careers of the accused students. 

We were accused shortly after the scandal involving a great 
number of athletes made the national news and caused a 
campus uproar. Council members told me there had been a 
sharp increase in the number of accusations made after the 
athletes' scandal and that they believed the campus erupted a 
witchhunt for which we narrowly escaped being made an 
example. I repeat: Students and faculty must understand the 
gravity of these accusations and not make them lightly. 

One of the students in a subsequent case (it was the student 
A/student B controversy over a math sci. or computer class 
homework that erupted around 1992 — remember the "Free 
Student A flyers"?) was wrongly accused and wrongly con-
victed according to several sources that understood the case. 
I was told that the council members did not understand the 
insecure nature of Owlnet and thus did not make an informed 
decision. The accused student was^orced to withdraw from 
Rice for a semester, a punishment that cost face, time and a 
great deal of tuition money to his/her family. The family's 
financial situation was not such that they could have hired a 
lawyer to fight the decision. I believe that if the family were in 
better financial shape, they most certainly would have pre-
sented Rice University with a lawsuit. Unless the faculty and 
students can produce an Honor Council that tries cases fairly, 
presuming all innocent until proven guilty, and carefully weighs 
and considers all evidence and throws out non-evidence, I am 
quite sure that Rice University will be presented with a lawsuit. 

We need a council of honor and justice, not The Star 
Chamber. 
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accused and the council, answering any of the accused's 
questions about the Honor System procedure and making 
sure the council protects the rights of the accused. The final 
duty is to give emotional support to the accused — to be 
sympathetic. Cole said that the relationship between an 
ombudsman and the accused is a confidential one. While 
ombudsmen can give support to the accused, they cannot 
help the accused or the council develop a case, he said. The 
ombudsmen are supposed to be impartial. o 

Unfortunately, this emotional support for accused stu-
dents may not always be adequate. Robert was accused of 
participating in plagiarism in an upper-level science course. 
He told his ombudsman about all his concerns and about 
what he knew about the case. No one told him that the 
ombudsman could repeat conversations, he said, so he 
thought all of this was confidential. 

Robert said the ombudsman assigned to him was unhelp-
ful and not interested in giving him information. His ombuds-
man told him tjiat "all I could do is sit and wait," he said. "He 
stays with you the whole time, and he acts like he's your 
friend ... but none of these things count for anything." 

Not only did he find his ombudsman aloof, he feels the 
ombudsman betrayed his confidence. As Robert gave his 
statement in front of the investigative committee, the om-
budsman would tap Robert on the shoulder and whisper in 
his ear, "Didn't you say this ... ?" whenever he thought 
Robert was omitting information from his testimony. Robert 
considered some of their conversation irrelevant or purely 
speculative on his part, but the ombudsman brought it up 
anyway. 

"1 just expected him to keep the thing fair rather than do 
what he did, which wasn't necessarily fair," Robert said. "I 
didn't want to share all the information, and he forced me to, 
and I don't see how that protects my rights." 

When told about the actions of the ombudsman, Cole 
said, "That was flat-out wrong." 

Weighing the evidence 
After the accused makes a written statement and leaves 

the room, the committee looks at the evidence to see if a 
preliminary hearing or a second investigative meeting is 
necessary. One-fourth to one-third of all cases are dropped 

after the initial investigation, 
Cole said. 

"The evidence must be 
clear and convincing," Cole 

I didn t want to said. "We err on the side of 
the defendant — of inno-
cence. We have to do that. 
It's the only thing to do," he 
said. 

But what kind of criteria 
do council members use in 
weighing evidence? Cole said 
he looked at how the mate-
rial evidence, such as a copy 
of a test in question, corrobo-
rated with what the accused, 
accuser and witnesses said. 
"The fact is, some people lie," 
he said. However, no one will 
be convicted if the case 
comes down to one person's 

word against another's, he said. There must be strong mate-
rial evidence as well. 

The impression that Robert received was that the out-
come of his case was based on his personal presentation, not 
a careful examination of the evidence. 'They need to be more 
serious because they should really look at the information. 
I'm sure they do look at the information," he said. 

Cole said the council isn't supposed to look at the charac-
ter of the accused. They usually don't look at the witnesses' 
character either, but Cole noted that in one instance the 
accused said the accuser had a vendetta against him. It was 
obvious the two people strongly hated each other. 

Some witnesses, however, criticize the council for allow-
ing this defense to dictate the way they determine the 
credibility of the witnesses. Onegraduate student, John, said 
he accused a person of a major Honor Code violation who 
had a reputation for cheating. The accused, however, asked 
John, "Is it true you don't like me?" and John said yes. "You 
don't have integrity," he told him. John said the council took 
that admission of dislike as evidence of a grudge held against 
the accused. 

In retrospect, John said he would have thought more 
about how he was going to be perceived and learn more 
about the process. 

Other witnesses also were asked the same question by 
the accused. One witness, Ken, said he felt that he was on 
trial during his questioning. His impression was that the 
council thought the accused was telling the truth and that he 
and other witnesses were "stretching the truth because he 
wasn't well-liked. And I have a problem with that," he said. 

Ken said, "I don't know what their guidelines are, but I 
kind of got the feeling they were going on an ad hoc basis. 
That's the truly scary part of it." If the council were consis-
tently easy on people, he said, that probably would not be 
bad. Being consistently harsh would be undesirable, he said, 
"but inconsistency-is scary." 

Coming to a decision 
The current trial system is set up so that the accused and 

the council question witnesses after the witnesses give their 
testimony. This makes the council members play several 
roles at the same time, which, some critics say, may compro-
mise their impartiality, no matter how well-intentioned the 
members may be. 

Sid Richardson College senior Suzanne Angele served as 
an at-large representative her sophomore year. In her expe-
rience, the system created an incredible task for the council, 
a burden that is extremely difficult to carry out. "I don't think 
it's possible to have a fair and just system when a body of 15 

share all the 

information, 

and he forced 

me to..." 
accused student 

Behind the blue hook: 
Honor Council trial procedure 

Letter of Accusation 

Accused informed of accusation by chair 1 

Investigative Meeting 

* Consists of chair, investigator and two members 
•Accusation is Dresented (accuser not revealed) 
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be used against tte accuse^ 
•Written statement by accusetf-
used as evidence. 

no 
Council decides if there is enough 

evidence to proceed 

yes 

Accused presented w/option of withdrawal yes 

no 

Accused may call witnesses, gather 
evidence and look at all evidence. 

Preliminary hearing date is set. 

Preliminary hearing 

members 

not 
guilty 

Accused enters plea guilty 
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postpone trial five 

class days mitigating circumstances 

Drlal 

not 
guilty 

guilty 

Further deliberation I 
i§-

• Penalty requires majority vote 

Appeal 
' to Dean of Students 
1 to President 

from year to 

get other 

people." 

people acts as judges, jury, prosecuting and defense attorney. There is 
no way that you can find a body of people skilled and objective to 
perform all those roles successfully. 

"And that is part of the reason I didn't run again," Angele said. "I 
wasn't comfortable making such powerful decisions over people's lives. 
I wasn't sure if I was qualified to make those kinds of decisions." Cole 
said members learn by doing and that after more experience, they learn 
to know what to look for even though it's not explicitly written down 
anywhere. 

John echoed Angele's concerns and said he saw no impartial repre-
sentation on either side. "It doesn't make sense to have one party as 
defense, prosecution, jury and judge. There's a good reason in the 

judicial system that those functions are divided ... 
That's too much responsibility for one person." 

Dean of Students Sarah Burnett reviews every deci-
sion appealed to her, which is one of the ways the 
council's power is restricted according to Cole. In an 
interview, Burnett said that if the council procedures 
were similar to the judicial system, nothing would get 
done because the amount of training needed for the 
prosecution and defense and also the level of evidence 
required would be "very cumbersome." Also, the coun-
cil proceedings don't constitute a criminal trial, she 
said; the council is just trying to discover what hap-
pened. 

Deliberations start after all the evidence and testi-
mony has been given, and the Council can declare a 
guilty verdict only if the vote is unanimous. As they go 
through rounds of voting through straw polls, members 
can abstain from voting if they haven't made up their 
minds, but the rounds continue until all members cast 
a vote. 

Angele said she would form an impression of guilt or 
innocence after looking at the evidence, but in discus-
sion people would bring things out that she didn't see. 
"If I was not in the majority, I ended up with the 
majority," she said. 

She would change her mind because she would 
often defer to the judgment of those who had more 
experience on the council. Since she was new to the 
council, she didn't want to make a mistake on such 
important decisions. "Maybe if I had seen more case 
scenarios, maybe I would have had more confidence. 

"Lots of people on the Honor Council have strong 
opinions. They have strong personalities," she said." 
Sometimes it's hard to 
go against the stream if 
you aren't one of the 
strong personalities." | t C h 9 n ^ G S 

She also said there 
were some overzealous 
members when she 
was there. "It changes 
from year to year, but I 

think there are people year, but I think 
out to get other J 

people," she said. 
There are also t h e i ^ d X Q 

people who try to get a 
fair judgment and work 
very hard, but that n e 0 p | e OUt tO 
doesn t mean the sys- " 
tem couldn't use im-
provement, she said. 

Once it appears to 
the chair that delibera-
tions aren't going any-
where, then the coun-
cil issues a binding de-
cision — S u z a n n e Angele, 

If someone is found formercouncil member 
in violation of the 
Honor Code, he or she 
can appeal to Burnett. She said that she couldn't re-
member overturning a guilty verdict. She can Only 
lessen penalties or overturn a decision if the council 
found someone in violation. Sometimes the council 

,-s overturns its own decisions, she said, when it finds new 
evidence. 

After Burnett, the person found in violation can 
make one final appeal to the president, who goes through 
evidence. Burnett said that neither President Malcolm 
Gillis nor former President George Rupp has over-
turned a guilty verdict. 

After the trial 
In the end, neither side finds an Honor System 

investigation or trial pleasant. Robert said he talked to 
some friends who were on the council after receiving 
the phone call, and as a result, he couldn't sleep for a 
week. "I was told this kind of case was cut and dried and 
that I'd probably get kicked out of school," he said. He 
became depressed, missed a week of school and found 
himself trying to catch up in his classwork the rest of the 
semester. 

The process is also hard on council members. A trial 
and deliberation can take four to eight hours total, Cole 
said. He said he couldn't do any work after any trial for 
the rest of the night because of the amount of mental 
and physical energy required. 

"It takefc a real emotional toll, a mental drain on you 
he said. "In the end, you have to live with your decisions. 
Some are more difficult than others, especially ones 
that have harsher penalties." He said he constantly 
thinks about the decisions long after he makes them. 

Angele said the lengthy trials and the amount of time 
that goes into investigations are a couple of reasons to 

2 expand the council. She said she thinks there are too 
| few members now, and apparently many students agree 
» with her. 
I Cole said the amendment to the Blue Book to ex-

pand the current council by nine members came close 
to passing. The amendment, which needed 75 percent 
voter approval to pass, received around 70 percent 
support from the undergraduates and 81 percent from 
the graduate students. "I don't think this in any way 
shows a lack of support for the Honor Council or 
amendment," he said. 

Despite the negative impressions they have received 
from the council, all of the people who were interviewed 
for this article said they still strongly support the idea of 
the Honor Code and would still turn in violations if they 
saw them. But the system, they say, is set up to fail, and 
they spoke out because they worry that the code isn't 
being upheld in a fair and just manner. 
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WHA'CHA GONNA DO? 

TV's Martin and Fresh Prince meet 'Beverly Hills Cop' 
B Y K R I S T I A N L I N 

The best you can say for Bad 
Boys is that it's probably better than 
last year's Bad Girls. Filmmakers 
should not use the word "bad" in 
the titles of their movies. It's too 
great a temptation for headline writ-
ers and hack movie reviewers with 
pretensions to cleverness. 

Bad Boys begins when a bunch 
of thugs steal $100 million worth of 
heroin seized by the Miami Police 

Department in a drug bust. Narcot-
ics detectives Mike Lowrey (Will 
Smith) and Marcus Burnett (Martin 
Lawrence) have to catch the bad 
guys while protecting a witness (Tea 
Leoni) to a drug-related murder. 

Michael Barrie, Tim Mulholland 
and Doug Richardson wrote the 
imaginatively bankrupt script. One 
would think that three writers could 
come up with a single witty line or 
halfway plausible plot development. 
Nope. It's all macho posturing, lame 

jokes and stale contrivances. 
One of these contrivances has 

the detectives spend a (not-so-)good 
part of the film pretending to be 
each other for the witness' benefit. 
Strange they should go to so much 
trouble for her, since they leave her 
in all kinds of danger and wind up 
having to plow through bad guys to 
rescue her. Of course, the bad guys 
keep her alive long after common 
sense would dictate that they kill 
her, thus giving the bad boys an 

Martin Lawrence bares his teeth at Will Smith in this shot from Bad Boys. 

opportunity to get her back. 
This is the first feature film for 

director Michael Bay, whose previ-
ous work has been in TV commer-
cials and music videos. You could 
probably guess as much from this 
film's slick surfaces, fancy camera 
angles and loud soundtrack. There's 
plenty of volatile materials around 
that make big explosions when 
someone shoots them. I'm yawning 
already. 

Still, you can understand why 
the film was made. Smith and 
Lawrence are a good team despite 
the absence of material, and, given 
a script, they could be a great team. 
They complement each other well, 
with Smith sof tening some of 
Lawrence ' s ha rd e d g e s and 
Lawrence keeping Smith grounded. 

They also make good action he-
roes. Smith has a commanding 
physical presence. He looks good 
running with his shirt flying open (I 
heard actual gasps from females in 
the audience at the screening I at-
tended). Even Lawrence, who is 
nobody's idea of a model physique, 
looks wiry, not wimpy. 

There hasn't been this good an 
action/comedy team since, well, 
Eddie Murphy a decade ago. When 
he was in peak form (in 48 Hrs. and 
the original Beverly Hills Cop), 
Murphy had the whole package, 
combining Smith's good looks and 

fluid charm with Lawrence's high 
energy and abrasive wit. 

Don S impson and Je r ry 
Bruckheimer produced Bad Boys 
as well as the Beverly Hills Cop films, 
and I'm sure Smith and Lawrence 
reminded him of Murphy's bygone 
glory. 

The supporting cast includes Joe 
Pantoliano, who overdoes the Ital-
ian cop bit, and Tcheky Karyo, who 
is fast replacing Jeroen Krabbe and 
Julian Sands as Hollywood's favor-
ite Eurotrash villain. 

Tea Leoni is a bore, but that's 
hardly her fault. No actress could 
have made this role interesting. 
Women in these movies exist to 
show off their bodies, get killed or 
give enough information to the men 
so the plot can move forward. In a 
crisis, they either become hysteri-
cal or bitch about some completely 
irrelevant matter (Leoni gets to do 
both here) .This portrayal of women 
would be highly offensive were it 
not so routine. 

What a waste to cast a well-paired 
and well-qualified team and then 
not have them do or say anything 
remotely memorable. Bad Boys 
doesn't even fail in a new way. I 
guess we can watch "The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air" and "Martin" and 
dream of the movie these two bril-
liant comics might have made to-
gether. 

BEHIND THE SCENES: Christof Spieler recounts life as a 
techie during A Little Night Music 

B Y C H R I S T O F 

S p i e l e r 

It was 6 p.m. on a Friday, and 
dinner had just started in the Sid 
Richardson commons/Were it not 
for the hulking black stage lurking 
in the corner of the room, the com-
mons would have looked quite inno-
cent. 

But in another two hours, the 
lights would go down and A Little 
Night Music would start. It was time 
to transform a dining hall into a the-
ater. 

Traditionally staged downstairs 
in the "Big Room," Sid Theater was 
out of the way, strangley propor-
tioned and industrial-looking. So as 
a solution, Anneliese Davis — this 
year's director — petitioned the col-
lege council for permission to play 
in the commons. 

My role? As a "techie" for A Little 
Night Music, my job was to make 
sure that all the major props, from 
topiaries to tables, were on stage 
when they have to be. 

6 : 3 0 : The actors, wearing street 
clothes, have shown up by now and 
are stacking tables and rearranging 
chairs into rows. 

We've taken over half the com-
mons by now. Ten minutes later, the 
few remaining diners are crammed 
into a quarter of the commons, and 
by 7 p.m., the headwaiter's table has 
been replaced by a carpet for the 
orchestra. The last of the tables have 
been stacked to support a curtain 
that hides the orchestra, and the 
chairs are all in rows in front of the 
stage. Transformation com-
plete — well, almost. 

7 :00 : Two carts later, we 
have all our props upstairs. 
I've made up a diagram to 
tell us where everything 
should be, but after a 
show and several 
d ress rehears-
als, we know 
it by heart. 
Most of 
the fur-
niture for the first scene is by the 
orchestra, including the two bulki-
est pieces, a bed which goes on and 
off several times during the show 
and a large but flimsy dining room 
table. We didn't figure out where to 

put the table until two nights before 
our first show. Until then, we'd sim-
ply been putting it in front of the 
stage. That worked — as long as we 
didn't have an audience. We finally 
moved the orchestra a bit further 
toward the audience, leaving us a 
long, narrow slot for the table. Being 
a techie sometimes requires inge-
nuity. Mostly, it's just manual labor. 

7 : 1 5 : The light crew has been 
setting up since seven. As lighting 
goes, this show is fairly low-tech, 
but everything has to be set up from 
scratch for every performance. 

Sarah Newton stares at a bundle 
of orange extension cords and 
mumbles, "It makes absolutely no 
sense to me." 

Techies, alas, don't get any time 
in the limelight.Once house lights 
are down, the narrow aisle behind 
the stage is dark, so I've strung up 
two strings of Christmas lights to 
liven things up. As the lighting people 
make final adjustments, I cross the 
stage. "Freeze!" they order me, and 
then make me pace up and down. 
That's about as close to the spotlighf 
as I ever got. 

7 :30 : The last of the actors has 
left the commons and gone down-
stairs. They put on make-up, sing or 
lounge on the sofas. The mood is 
calm downstairs as well as upstairs. 

7 :45 : The pace has picked up. 
Tech and lighting are ready; we're 
letting people in. With the orchestra 
curtain up and a two-panel folding 
screen next to the windows in the 
commons, backstage is now cut off 
from the house. The orchestra 
comes in, the timpani is wheeled in 
from downstairs, and the music di-

rector whips out his 
glow-in-the-dark ba-
ton. 

The piano is out of 
tune and an older, 
beat-up replacement 
is wheeled in from 
downstairs. "I'm told 
there's no money left 
in our wonderful bud-
get to tune this thing," 
the pianist grumbles. 

8 : 0 0 : Curtain time. The orches-
tra is in place, the lights are ready, 
the techies are in position, the audi-
ence is seated. "We're ready," the 
light board says over our radio head-
phone system. "Do we have actors?" 
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Fragments from the hectic life of a techie: diagram of a set change, actor assignments and random piece of shrubbery. 

"I suggest we do the show with-
out them," chimes in another techie. 

Finally, the actors appear. "Kill 
the house lights!" I say. And the 
show commences. I hurry over to my 
position on the opposite side of the 
stage, by the big windows. We've 
stationed one techie on each side, 
and, as our props division would have 
it, my side is relatively quiet for the 
first act. 

T e c h i e s don ' t even make it 
onstage. The figures the audience 
sees shuffling around during the 
scene changes are all actors 

As the first act proceeds, actors 
drift by to see what their next task is. 
Some actors go out of their way to be 
helpful, but others... 

During the scene changes, I peek 
through the curtains and tell the light 
board when everything's in place. In 
one scene change, I must signal the 
completion of a costume change: 
during one dress rehearsal, a mem-
ber of the chorus rushed onstage in 
that scene without her dress on com-
pletely — the scene started before 
she was ready. 

I get pieces in place for the next 
change, and consult my booklet of 
scene diagrams. Most of the time I 

just sit there. s» 
It's a surreal world backstage. 

Most of the light comes from a mu-
sic stand light dimmed with a blue 
cellophane gel. 

One can hear the musical but 
cannot see it, except as flickering, 
backlit figures through the cur-
tains. 

The first act flows with few 
hitches. One can tell by the end of 
the first act how the performance 
will come out. At the final rehearsal 
before this show, everything was 
going off just a bit wrong. It only got 
worse as lines were dropped left 
and right. At the line, "I see a girl in 
a pink dress running across the 
lawn to drug me," the cast dissolved 
into fits otlaughter (hug not drug). 
Tonight seems better. 

10 :00 : During intermission, I 
rearrange props for the second act. 
This is the only time during the 
show I get to be onstage; might as 
well enjoy it. 

But maybe from stage fright I 
mess up and leave a black bench on 
center stage. By the time a be-
fuddled actor calls my attention to 
this blooper, it's too late to change 
anything. It doesn't bother the ac-

tors much, though. That's one mis-
take I'll never make again. 

The second act starts hecti-
cally. My side of the stage has all 
the garden props: flower pots, topi-
aries, benches, statuary and large 
bases for the statues. The statues, 
incidentally, are all known by name: 
One has been dubbed Art for the 

•description on the receipt. 
1 0 : 2 0 : After a nasty dining 

room scene change, life calms down 
— that is, after I slam the door 
behind me, ignoring the sign I had 
posted myself. I cringe. 

Act Two now is halfway over 
now. It's been over four hours since 
I started working. There's only one 
minor scene change to go, and the 
actors are eagerly anticipating cur-
tain call. Techies, though, get no 
applause; all that the end of the 
show means is that I will have to 
pack up all this stuff again, and the 
herds of adoring groupies just get 
in the way.' 

Chances are, I'll do this again. 
In retrospect, I may even regard it 
as an adventure; it just doesn't seem 
like it as I wrestle yet another cart 
into Sid's elevator at some ungodly 
hour. 
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BOOGIE-WOOGIE JAM 

Boozoo Chavis and Beau Joque rank high in the zydeco nobility 
B Y M A R C H I R S H 

Boozoo CHAVIS AND THE MAJIC SOUNDS 

LIVE! AT THE HABIBI TEMPLE 

AND 

BEAU JOCQUE AND THE ZYDECO HI-ROLLERS 

PICK UP ON THIS! 

I can't tell if it's only Brown Col-
lege that's becoming obsessed with 
it or if it's all of Rice, but lately, 
zydeco music seems to be every-
where. Like ska a year or two ago, 
zydeco may well burst out of its cult 
status and take over as mainstream. 

This would not be a bad thing. 
There's something comforting about 
hearing music like this, music which 
tells you simply to have fun. Taking 
bits and pieces from blues, rock, 
reggae, funk and African music, 
zydeco asks you to get on the floor 
and move. 

Nowhere is this more evident 
than on Live! At The Habibi Temple 
by Boozoo Chavis and the Majic 
Sounds. This live album bristles with 
energy, but such energy is to be 
expected from the man who was 
recently crowned the third King Of 
Zydeco. 

Like his predecessors, Clifton 
Chenier and Rockin' Dopsie, Chavis' 

AMERICAN PIE 

instrument of choice is the accor-
dion. His backing band sticks to a 
standard two-guitar, bass, drums 
setup, with the addition of a wash-
board as extra percussion. Chavis' 
son Charles, who can only be de-
scribed as a virtuoso on his given 
instrument, plays the rub board. 

Zydeco's structure usually re-
sembles funk and blues. Unlike 
other forms of popular music, 
which progress in a linear fashion, 
these songs get where they're go-
ing straight away and then go 
around in circles. Not that this is a 
bad thing. The key here is groove. 
If it sounds repetitious to you, 
you're not listening correctly. 

Everything on the album is ex-
tremely danceable and lots of fun. 
Chavis' horrible diction renders al-
most all the vocals incomprehen-
sible, but who cares? Listening to 
this music for the lyrics is like go-
ing to McDonald's for a salad. Sure, 
you could do it, but what's the point? 

If Chavis sits proudly on the 
zydeco throne, he isn't cocky about 
it. New competition is appearing in 
the guise of Beau Jocque. Possess-
ing a powerful, gravelly baritone 
and formidable accordion skills, 
Jocque is rising fast in the zydeco 

Accord ing to Marc Hirsh. BOOZOO Chavis is a k ing in zydecoland. 

nobility as the tight Pick Up On This! 
album demonstrates. 

Unlike Chavis, who takes a more 
traditional approach to zydeco, 
Jocque is willing to experiment. 
From the turntable scratchings in 
the opening "Give It To Me" to the 
touches of ska spread liberally 

throughout, the album is more var-
ied than Habibi Temple. Funk and 
even touches of rap are all over the 
place. 

Jocque's band can play anything 
they want. The ZZ Top-like boogie 
of "Zydeco Boogie Woogie" sounds 
as if John Lee Hooker hooked up 

with a killer rhythm section and just 
cut loose for six minutes. Despite 
incomprehensible vocals, "Chere 
Mignonne (Dear Cute One)" sounds 
like a lost soul classic. Even a straight-
up traditional zydeco tune like "Don't 
Tell Your Mama, Don't Tell Your 
Papa" gets a massive burst of energy 
from the band, taking it somewhere 
new. 

This sort of stylistic cross-pollina-
tion can often get artists into trouble, 
but Jocque understands the music 
well enough to make it work. He 
appreciates its roots as a Creole style 
that began as a mixture in the first 
place. Because of this, he sees no 
reason not to keep adding ingredi-
ents to the gumbo, and his gleeful 
abandon makes it all work. 

I personally find Pick Up more-
enjoyable than Habibi Temple, but 
it's a close race. On the latter, we 
hear an elder statesman keeping a 
tradition alive while the former is a 
young upstart playing with the form, 
pushing the boundaries. Both per-
form their duties with exceptional 
aplomb, and both albums would make 
a fine introduction to the style. But if 
Chavis doesn't look out, Jocque could 
be breathing down his neck sooner 
than expected. 

Austin's Ugly Americans are funky, bluesy standouts 
B Y H E A T H E R S M I T H 

UGLY AMERICANS 

UGLY AMERICANS 

Austin music connoisseurs may 
remember a quirky funk band called 
Joerockhead that got its start in the 
late 1980s. They started rather 
unpretentiouly, opening for Soul Hat 
at the Black Cat Lounge on Sixth 
Street in Austin. 

I first saw Joerockhead in 1991 
and was amazed by the size of their 

PAEAN TO PEEIN' 

following, whose ranks I joined. Soon 
after they put out a CD, the band 
split up. 

While Austin mourned the loss 
of a great funk band, Joerockhead's 
lead vocalist Bob Schneider began 
searching for another outlet for his 
creativity. So the Ugly Americans 
were born in 1993 when he joined 
fo rces with music ians Bruce 
Hughes , Max Evens, Dave 
Robinson, Sean McCarthy and Corey 
Mauser. The band started off much 
like Joerockhead, performing at the 

Black Catand gathering alarge group 
of fans. Like many successful Austin 
bands, their following soon became 
so large that they moved to larger 
clubs. 

In 1994 they produced a CD on an 
independent label out of Colorado, 
What Are Records? Their debut al-
bum, Ugly Americans, has a sound 
similar to that of Joerockhead except 
their version of funk is more bluesy 
and less influenced by rap. The band 
creates some interesting sounds with 
a C3 organ in addition to the usual 

rhythm, lead and bass guitars and 
drums. 

The Ugly Americans' songs 
have a lot in common with many 
Austin funk bands since they are 
concerned with many of the same 
issues. "Love in the House" dis-
cusses the need for love, peace and 
harmony while "Don't Gimme no 
Lip" talks about drinking and smok-
ing reefer. These sentiments are 
found in the songs of other funk 
bands like Little Sister, Soul Hat 
and Rhythm Child. 

The Ugly Americans differ from 
other bands, though. They stand out 
in the crowd of Austin funk bands. 

Ugly Americans is lots of fun to 
listen to because of its upbeat tempo. 
It's the danceable type of stuff that 
goes over well at parties. I highly 
recommend their live performances 
as well. If you ever want to see a fun, 
crazy band that will keep you in the 
mood to dance all night long, the 
Ugly Americans are the band to see. 
But if you can't make the trip to see 
them, buy the Ugly Americans CD. 

Watt, 6ths blend skill 8c vision 
B Y M A R C H I R S H 

MIKE WATT 

BALL-HOG OR TUGBOAT? 

THE 6THS 

WASPS ' NESTS 

Superstar jam sessions are usu-
ally a frightening proposition. People 
are just thrown together in a room 
with instruments and expected to 
come up with genius, ignoring the 
fact that good bands work well be-
cause members know what to ex-
pect from each other and can play off 
of that. 

Ball-Hog or Tugboat? by Mike 
Watt and Wasps' Nests by the 6ths 
both work their way around this by 
sticking to the vision of a single per-
son. 

Good thing, too, because God 
knows what would happen if-all the 
people on these discs had to come 
up with something as a collective. 

Admittedly, Wasps' Nests doesn't 
qualify as a bona fide jam session. 
The group is the brainchild of 
songwriter/multi-instrumentalist 
Stephen Merrit, and his guests don't 
contribute more than vocals, with 

the exception of Mitch Easter, who 
adds a guitar solo to his track. 

The result is a weird collection of 
straightforward pop tunes sung by 
m e m b e r s of Superchunk, Tall 
Dwarfs, Helium, Yo La Tengo, Vel-
vet Crush and other bands while 

Good bands work 
well because 
members know 
what to expect 
from each other 
and can play off 
of that. 

Merrit adds on layers of distorted 
but quiet instrumentation. The vo-
cals get odd, especially since every 
singer sounds alike, all singing un-
der their breath, adding more atmo-
sphere than melody. 

Merrit seems to be aiming for 

SEE WATT, PAGE 14 
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Tell us what you're looking for and we'll do the searching for you 

Background checks performed by a licensed agency 
Computerized database of applicants 
Work history verification 
Personally interviewed applicants 
Affordable rates 
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"YOU HEED HELP." 
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Order the America's liesi 
Graduate Schools g u i d e Irorn i s . 
News and get the help you need 
to make the big deris ions about 
grad school: 
• Should you go? 
• Where should you go? 
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• The latest on entrance tests. 
• i low to pay for it. 
Expanded U.S. News rankings help 

you find the right schools. Over 3() 
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Xmericu's Hest Graduate Schools. 
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F R I D A Y , A P R I L 2 1 

Reminder: Reserve tickets ASAP for 

the final Shepherd Symphony concert 

on April 281 

The Will Rice Art Show opened 

yesterday; it will run through April 28. 

Will Rice PDR. 

The groundbreakingfilm 2001: A Space 

Odyssey (1968) revealed the earth, 

sun and moon In Intimate perspective, 

i t doubles with the psychotic A 

Clockwork Orange at 7:30 and 10 

p.m. today and Saturday. At the Media 

Center, 527-4853. $4.50 general, 

$3.50 students. 

"The Parachute Project: Rites of 

Passage for Young Women and Girls" 

is a collaborative effort between at-

risk Houston girls and Houston artists 

to tell the girls' stories and struggles 

in an original theater work. 8 p.m. 

today and Saturday; 2 p.m. Sunday at 

DiverseWorks, 1117 East Frwy (1-10 

at North Main), 223-8346. $10 

general, $8 students. 

DerRosenkavaller, a work from Richard 

Strauss's lighter side, opens at 

Houston Grand Opera arid runs through 

May 5. Brown Theater, Wortham Center 

(downtown at Smith and Texas), 227-

ARTS. Student rush $20 (all seats); 

tickets from $10. 

S A T U R D A Y , A P R I L 2 2 

A photography exhibit in honor of the 

50th anniversary of the Kaye Marvlns 

Studio will feature images of Albert 

Schweitzer and Charlie "Bird" Parker, 

and feature the work of Richard 

Avedon, Edward Weston, Annie 

Leibovitz and more. Today through June 

4 at the Museum of Fine Arts, 1001 

Blssonnet, 639-7300. $3; free on 

Thursdays. 

S U N D A Y , A P R I L 2 3 

The Campanile Orchestra performs 

Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 1 

(Jacques Sagot, piano) and Smetana's 

"The Moldau" at 8 p.m. In Stude 

Concert Hall, 527-4933. Free. 

"Treasures of the Sultans: 

Masterpieces from the Topkapl Palace, 

Istanbul" opens at the Museum of 

Fine Arts In coordination with the 

Houston International Festival's 

celebration of Turkey. Includes jewelry, 

ceramics, armor and elaborate Korans 

and manuscripts. Through June 11. 

1001 Blssonnet, 639-7300. $3; free 

on Thursdays. 

Seven Women, Seven Sins (1987) 

plays at 7:30 p.m. at the Media Center, 

527-4853. $4.50 general, $3.50 

students. 

W E D N E S D A Y , A P R I L 2 6 

The Shepherd School Chamber 

Orchestra performs works by Rice alum 

Yenn Chwen Er, Kodaly and Haydn 

(Symphony No. 101, "The Clock") at 8 

p.m. In Stude Concert Hall, 527-

4933. Free. 

T H U R S D A Y , 

A P R I L 2 7 

The documentary 

Nights of Hubble 

(1995), about the 

mission to repair 

the Hubble 

t e l e s c o p e , 

premieres at 7:30 

p.m. at the Media 

Center, 527-

4853. $5 general, 

$4 students. 

Ir ie Time!, a 

Houston reggae 

band whose lead 

singer is KTRU 

reggae DJ Scottie 

MacDonald, will 

be playing at the 

CoffeeHouse at 9«p.m. Free. Irie! 

Watt 
FROM PAGE 13 

some sort of low-budget shoegazer feel, but 
the songs would be simple and catchy enough 
to crack the Billboard charts if they were 
treated to better and more lively arrangements. 
Perhaps it's best this way, though. The album's 
best song, "Here In My Heart," sounds too 
much like Erasure's (or ABBA's) 'Take A 
Chance On Me." 

Ball-Hog is another story altogether. 
fIREHOSE bassist Mike Watt's involvement 
on his own album is minimal compared to 
Merrit. Watt plays bass on all the songs, most 
of which he wrote, only singing on three. He 
lets his friends do the legwork. And what 
friends he has. A partial list: Frank Black, 

Evan Dando, J Mascis, Eddie Vedder, Henry 
Rollins, Dave Pirner, Flea, Bernie Worrell, 
half of the Screaming Trees, two-thirds of the 
Beastie Boys, two-thirds of Nirvana (three-
fourths if you include tour guitarist Pat Smear, 
and I'm sure he would've gotten the entire 
group if it was physically possible), two-thirds 
of the Meat Puppets and three-fourths of Sonic 
Youth. Not a bad crop. 

Best of all, Watt knows how to put them to 
good use. Dando's paean to peein' ("Piss Bottle 
Man") is a nice change of pace for the squeaky-
clean Lemonhead while on "Against The 70's" 
Vedder wails with more humor than he has 
mustered in a while. And you'll never listen to 
Dinosaur Jr. the same way again after hearing 
Mascis completely dominate the Funkadelic 
classic "Maggot Brain." 

The real treat is the more obscure person-
fa 

nel. Carla Bozulich walks away with her three 
songs, and guitarist Nels Cline really shows 
remarkable taste and innovation. 

At the center of it all, though, is Watt, who 
manages to unify the mess even though he's 
the only constant on the album. Despite the 
shifts from the bluesy grind of "Big Train" to 
th« lounge-jazzy "Sidemouse Advice" to the 
Spanish folk-flavored "Drove Up From Pedro" 
to the funk of "E-Ticket Ride" to the free-form 
God-knows-what of "Intense Song For Ma-
donna To Sing," Watt proves himself to be the 
master of his instrument, playing whatever is 
called for with ease and style. 

The relaxed vibe of Ball-Hog makes it a joy. 
Nowhere does anybody involved try to make a 
Big Statement. Watt presents us with a group 
o(people all having fun, resulting in that rarest 
ofcTTOtftfls: an experiment that works. 

DO YOU ENJOY.. 

• watching movies? 
• getting free CD's? 
• free ballets? 
• free plays? 
• getting paid? 

If you answered 'yes' to 
any of the above questions, 
then you would be a top-
notch writer for A&E. 

Interested? 
CaU Marty or Heather at 

527-4801 or e-mail us at 
martyb or maree@owlnet. 

It's One Of The Most Useful Credit Cards On The 

panic, get Planet. Unless You've Stolen It. Your MasterCard® is stolen. You 

angry, panic some more. Then you call and cancel it. N o w the thief is in possession 5 h i b 3>»5b i*« 
oooo •' mMmm 
» * * * * • • « — 

of, oh, about seven cents wor th of stolen plastic. (Maybe he can use it as a coaster when he 

entertains at the hideout.) So relax. You only have to pay for stuff you bought , 

and you can get a new card the next day.* It'll be accepted at millions of places, 

one of which f must sell wallets. MasterCard. It's more than a credit card. It's smart money;r 

* C c r r , i i n . J / 7 ' / ) 1 
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Baseball team faces TCU with 7-game win streak 
by John Fredland 

Almost a year ago this weekend, 
the baseball team and Texas Chris-
tian University squared off in an 
important Southwest Conference 
series in Fort Worth. 

TCU won two of the three games. 
That ended up being the difference 
in the conference race at the end of 
the season when the Horned Frogs 
stood first in the SWC, two games in 
front of the Owls. 

This weekend at Cameron Field, 
Rice and TCU will again meet in a 
crucial series. 

The Owls (32-12 overall, 9-6 in 
SWC play) trail Texas A&M Univer-
sity (10-4 in the SWC) and Texas 
T e c h Un ive r s i t y (8-5) in t h e 
scrambled conference race. 

The Aggies and Red Raiders will 
play a four-game series this week-
end in College Station. 

Not only can the Owls — ranked 
14th by Baseball America and 15th 
by USA Today/Baseball Weekly — 
improve their position in the SWC 
standings, but they also have the 
opportunity to deliver a knockout 
blow to the defending champions. 

Although they began the confer-
ence season with eight victories in 
10 games, TCU (23-21, 10-8) clings 
to a tenuous position in the SWC 
race after slumping the last two week-
ends against the University ofTexas 
and the University of Houston. 

TCU dropped four games to the 
Longhorns April 7-9, and split a four-
game series with the Cougars last 
weekend — including a 17-16 loss in 
a game in which the Horned Frogs 
held a 14-2 lead in the third inning. 

They are tied with Texas for 
fourth place in the SWC. 

The Owls and Horned Frogs open 
tonight at 7 p.m. and play a double-
header tomorrow at 2 p.m. 

Before its strong start in the SWC, 
TCU had struggled in non-confer-
ence play. 

Horned Frog Head Coach Lance 
Brown now considers the early pace-
setting performance of his squad, 
which included a 10-7 defeat of Rice 
in the First Pitch Tournament March 
16, to have been an aberration. 

"I don't think we've played really 
well all year," Brown said. 

"We just hit a streak, early in the 
c o n f e r e n c e s c h e d u l e , w h e n we 
played well. I don't think this is a 
collapse." 

Brown traces TCU troubles to 
poor defense. 

"We haven't "played defense," he 
said. 

"We've blown some big leads, all 
because of defense. We can't play 
catch. We've tried to move people to 
different positions, but we haven't 
been able to solve our problems." 

Freshman Matt Anderson unleashes a pitch against Houston Baptist University in the ninth inning on Monday night as Rice defeated the Huskies at Cameron 11-2. 

Alack of clutch hitting from some 
players expected to lead the offense 
has also hurt the Horned Frogs. 

"[Catcher Jason] McClure and 
[third baseman] Kirby Smith haven't 
hit well," Brown said. 

"We've had some opportunities 
to score big runs if they could get 
the big hit, but they haven't. We've 
only got two or three guys in the 
lineup who can hit, anyway." 

Despite the Horned Frogs' re-
cent slump, Rice second baseman 
Ch^is Boni contended that the Owls 
will be able to focus their play this 
weekend. 

"TCU has already beaten us 
once," Boni said. "They have beaten 
some good teams. We won't take 
them lightly." 

In the earlier meeting, Rice lost a 
6-0 lead behind four errors and 10 
walks. 

McClure led the Horned Frog 
effort with a home run and a double, 
three runs scored and two RBI. 

"We took a 6-0 lead, and we should 
have gone on to win," Boni said. 
"That gives us something to prove 

4his weekend." 
Brown said, "The first g a m e 

doesn't indicate how this series will 

be. I think Rice has gotten better as 
the year has gone along, while we 
have gotten worse." 

The Horned Frogs recognize the 
importance of this series for their 
post-season chances. 

"The series is probably not criti-
cal for them, but it is for us," Brown 
said. 

"Since we are tied for fourth with 
Texas, and they have a tie-breaker 
advantage, it is vital for us to do 
well." 

Rice ran their winning streak to 
seven games by sweeping Sam Hous-
ton State University, 8-4 and 9-0, in a 
d o u b l e h e a d e r at Huntsvi l le on 
Wednesday. 

Jose Cruz Jr. celebrated his 21st 
birthday with five hits in seven at-
bats, his 11th home run of the sea-
son and eight runs batted in. 

He also threw out a Sam Houston 
runner at the plate to end the second 
game and preserve the shutout. 

Mark Quinn extended his hitting 
streak to 15 games. He drove in one 
run in each game to increase his 
season total to 64 — four shy of the 
team record which was set by Cruz 
last season. 

The Owls also received solid 

pitching in the doubleheader. Adam 
Herndon pitched three innings of 
one-hit ball to pick up the victory in 
the opener. 

Dana Davis and two other pitch-
ers combined on a three-hit shutout 
in the nightcap. 

Rice had a bye week from SWC 
play last weekend, but they defeated 
three nationally-ranked NAIAteams 
at Cameron Field. 

Quinn's 13th home run of the 
season led the Owls to an 11-2 vic-
tory over Houston Baptist Univer-
sity on Monday. 

Allen Brown improved his record 
to 3-1 by pitching 3.1 innings of score-
less relief. 

The Owls gained a sweep of a 
two-game series with Dallas Baptist 
University with a 9-4 victory on April 
15. 

A six-run eighth-inning capped a 
Rice comeback from an early 3-0 
deficit. 

Shortstop David Brooks' two-run 
single — which gave him four RBI 
for the afternoon — put the Owls in 
the lead to stay. 

Scott Rennie picked up the vic-
tory with five innings of scoreless 
relief. 

He limited a strong DBU lineup 
to four hits and no walks. 

Cruz scored on a wild pitch in the 
10th inning to give Rice a wild 12-11 
victory over DBU on April 14. 

Cruz led off the 10th by lining a 
triple over the head of the Patriot 
centerfielder. 

When Jacob Ornelas' pitch to 
Mark Quinn bounced in the dirt and 
went to the backstop, Cruz crossed 
the plate with the winning run. 

The Owls had jumped to a 7-1 
first-inning lead after scoring seven 
runs on seven singles but then com-
mitted four errors to allow DBU back 
into the game. 

Chris Gonzales' three-run home 
run in the fifth inning was the big hit 
in the Patriot comeback. 

After losing the first two games 
with Baylor in Waco April 7-9, the 
Owls rallied to win the final two 
games and gain a split. 

Quinn earned SWC co-player of 
the week honors for hitting two home 
runs — including a game-winning 
ninth-inning grand slam in the sec-
ond game of the April 8 double-
header — and pitching 4.1 innings 
of one-hit relief to earn the victory in 

(i the final game of the series. 

Men's basketball brings 
in two transfer players 
by Tony Tran 

The men's basketball team, after its 15-13 season, will reportedly 
bring in two transfers next year. They will sit out next year as required 
by the NCAA, but each will have two years of eligibility remaining. 

Sophomore power forward Jarvis Kelley will come to Rice from the 
University of Arizona. Kelley, at 6-9,216, graduated from Milby High 
School in 1993. He led his team to a 31-6 record and an appearance in 
the state final four. Kelley averaged 18.0 points, 8.8 rebounds and 2.6 
blocks a game. He was selected as an All-District, All-Region, All-
Greater Houston and All-State player. 

For the Wildcats, he played in 24 games this year, shooting 55.3-
percent from the field. He averaged 2.5 points and 1.5 rebounds in 
seven minutes of playing time per game. 

Rice's other transfer will be sophomore Bobby Crawford, who 
played for the University of Michigan. Crawford, who played for 
Eisenhower High School, was the top prospect in Texas as a senior, 
a Parade Magazine and McDonald's All-American. He averaged 3.6 
points, 1.4 rebounds and 0.9 assists in 37 games as a Wolverine. 

"Bobby Crawford is an outstanding young man who values his 
education and will be successful in whatever he chooses to do," said 
Michigan Head Coach Steve Fisher. "We are sorry to see him go but 
certainly wish him the best in his endeavors both on and off the 
court" K 

Rugby falls in first round of Westerns 
by Grant Flowers 

The Rice rugby club saw its sea-
son come to and end at the eight-
team Western National Rugby Tour-
nament in Albuquerque, N.M., over 
the Eas ter weekend. The Owls 
played three matches in all, winning 
two and losing one, 

That loss, unfortunately, came in 
the first contest of the tourney on 
Saturday morning. 

The squad from Colorado State 
University beat the fifth-seeded Owls 
5-3 in a very tight match. 

Scoreless at halftime, the fourth-
seeded Rams opened the scoring 
early in the second half with the only 
try of the game. Colorado State 
missed their conversion kick but had 
a 5-0 lead. 

That 's all that the Rams would 
need as Rice could only score on a 
penalty kick by Peter Marketos mid-
way through the second half. 

The loss meant that Rice could 
not win the tournament, which was 
eventually won by the United States 
Air Force Academy. 

"It was pretty rough to accept 
that defeat because we thought we 
were better than they were," said 
junior wing Mike Dowling. "Basi-
cally, we couldn't get our game to 
where it normally is." 

"Colorado State reminded ine of 
our team," said junior tight head 
prop John Schlitt. 

"It was a very evenly-matched 
game, and the few mistakes that we 
made swung the game in their fa-
vor." 

Of those mistakes, Dowling said, 
"They were things you try to do in 
the heat of the moment that work 

against you — not for lack of effort 
or lack of knowledge of the game." 

If Rice had beaten the Rams in 
that crucial first match, it would have 
faced Air Force in their next contest. 
The Owls were looking forward to a 
matchup with the defending national 
champions. 

"We felt that if we won the first 
game, we would have a good chance 
of winning it all," said Dowling. 

Rice played two consola t ion 
matches against squads from the 
University of South Dakota and the 
University of Missouri. 

SEE RUGBY PAGE 16 
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Men's tennis team gains fifth seed 
by Bill Van Vooren 

The men's tennis team travels to 
College Station this weekend for the 
Southwest Conference post-season 
tournament. 

The Owls are the fifth seed in the 
tournament and draw Southern 
Methodist University in the first 
round. 

The team lost a close 4-3 match to 
the Mustangs less than two weeks 
ago, but according to head coach 
Ixirry Turville, "We're looking for-
ward to a rematch." 

The team closed out its disap-
pointing regular season last week 
by splitting a pair of SWC matches. 
It returned home with a final overall 
record of 3-13 (2-4 SWC). 

Concerning the rough season, 
Turville said, "The guys could have 
easily folded and given up on the 
season, but they kept at it. TheTech 
win was evidence of that." 

The team opened the week's play 
by defeating 42nd-ranked Texas 
Tech University 4-3 in a close, hard-
fought match. 

The Owls took the doubles point 
with wins in the number one and 
three slots. 

At first doubles, juniors Jon 
Elsberry and Shaheen Ladhani eased 

by Tech's pair 8-3. 
The third doubles team of sopho-

more Rico Jacober and freshman 
Naisohn Arfai sealed the doubles 
point with an 8-6 win. 

Sophomore Ben Pritchett and 
freshman Darin Mast dropped the 
third match 5-8. 

In singles play, Elsberry, Ladhani 
and freshman Shane Stone turned in 
the Owls' three points. 

At f i rs t s ingles , E l sber ry 
squeaked by Tech's Erick Guzman 
7-4 in a second set tie-break follow-
ing a 7-5 first set. 

Stone wrapped up the fourth slot 
with a three-setter 6-3, 4-6, 6-4. 

Ladhani recovered from a 0-6 sec-
ond set to fend off three match points 
in the final set tie-break en route to 
the Owl's decisive victory. He tallied 
a final score of 6-4, 0-6, 7-6, 

Jacober fell at second singles 4-6, 
3-6; senior Nick Lorenzini dropped 
his fifth singles match 2-6, 3-6; and 
Arfai yielded the final point 5-7, 6-4, 
3-6. 

A match which meant little to the 
Owls — besides a slightly better 
seeding in the upcoming SWC tour-
nament— knocked the Red Raiders 
out of the NCAA Regional competi-
tion. 

'The loss was really painful," said 
Tech Head Coach Tim Seigel. 

"This was a great win for us. We 
beat Tech on their own turf, and we 
played with a lot of heart," Turville 
said. "This win gives us a better 
outlook going into the tournament 
and looking ahead to next year." 

The team wrapped up the regular 
season with a loss to the fifth-ranked 
University ofTexas. The Longhorns 
ended their seasonat 18-3 (6-0SWC). 

The Owls fell 7-0 to a well-oiled 
Longhorn machine: 

Elsberry dropped the first singles 
point to the nation's second-ranked 
singles player, Chad Clark 3-6, 0-6. 

Similarly, 17th-ranked Trey 
Phillips defeated Jacober 4-6, 0-6. 

Ladhani conceded the third point 
3-6, 2-6. 

Texas's Ali MacDonald dropped 
Stone 2-6,4-6;-Lorenzini lost 3-6,2-6; 
and Arfai .took a set but eventually 
fell 3-6, 7-6 (7-5), 4-6. 

The Owls also yielded all three * 
doubles matches. 

"Without a doubt, Texas is a pow-
erful team," Turville said. "I think 
that we did as well as could be ex-
pected." 

The attendance contest spon-
sored by the team concluded with 
Baker College as the winner. Baker 
took $300 as first prize. Baker's Mary 
Summers won a tennis racket as the 
individual winner. 

Rugby 
FROM PAGE 15 

The Owls proved their merits 
against the teams, beating South 
Dakota 36-0 and Missourit 19-16. 

Rice played its second side in the 
second half of the Missouri game, 
after running out to a 19-0 lead at 
halftime. 

The victories, however, were little 
consolation after the opening round 
loss. 

"We were definitely one of the 
best teams there, and it came down 

to that one game," said sophomore 
lock Jamie McGovern. "We were 
obviously disappointed, but we're 
confident we'll be back next year." 

The club travelled to Albuquer-
que without Duncan Rossiter, its 
coach for the past four years. 

Rossiter left to take a coaching 
position in New Zealand after the 
Texas Rugby Union Championships, 
which were held earlier this month. 

The club's interim coach, agradu-
ate student at the Jones School of 
Business, could not make the trip 
because of academic obligations. 

"We owe everything to Duncan," 

said McGovern. 
"Skillwise, he made us the best, 

and he provided a lot of inspiration. 
It's a shame that it was his last year — 
he was the focal point of the end of 
our season." 

Although the club won theTexas 
Rugby Union title, team members 
were disappointed by its perfor-
mance in the Western Regional. 

"Our season is nothing without 
some sort of gratification in the 
Western tournament," said Dowling. 
"Yes, we did have a better season 
than we did last year, but we were 
short of where our potential was." 

0 
on't get you a 
ce Education... 

..it will get you a 
Suite at the 

Houston Plaza 

For Reservations, Call: 

(713) 524-6633 or U800-HILTONS 
Ask for the special Graduation Rates. 

Offer is based on suite availability and requires advance reservations. 
6633 Travis • Houston, Texas 77030 • (713) 524-6633 

HEAD TO HEAD 

•imy r 

Tony studies for the MCAT while Fawn, sporting boxers, laughs at a drunk, flying Owl. 

This week's guest on Head to Head 
is babe extraordinaire and Hanszen 

senior Fawn Burns. 

Tony Tran v s. Fawn Burns 

Texas Christian at No. 14 Rice (baseball) 
The Horny Toads head into 
town to do battle. Nolan 
Ryan and Jose Cruz Sr. get 
into a brawl after Cheito 
hits a grand slam off Reese 
in the ninth to lead Rice to 
a sweep over TCU. By the 
way, Cruz knocks out Ryan 
in the fourth round. 

Rice wins 8-5 on Friday with 
a ninth-inning grand slam by 
Patrick Hallmark. Jose Cruz 
goes 0-4, striking out against 
Reese Ryan. Saturday, TCU 
squeaks by 7-6 when Cruz 
strikes out with the bases 
loaded after Ryan entered 
the game to face him. 

Women's track at the SWCs 
Half the Texas squad is 
missing as they forget to 
return after break. Hie 
Baylor team stayed in Waco 
to plan its bombing trip to 
Oklahoma City. The SMU 
team heard about a sale in 
San Marcos, while the Red 
Raiders get lost coming in 
from Lubbock. The Aggie 
females notice non-ROTC 
men and go cra2y on Sixth 
Street. Rice romps by 10. 

Vonda gets into a car wreck 
before the meet but still wins 
with a kicking hairstyle. 
Candace trips her competi-
tion, Mardrea, as Chepelle 
Scurlock cheers her on. Af-
ter Cherita breaks the SWC 
triple jump record, she walks 
too close to the javelin run-
way and is picked up by Verier 
who throws her 190 feet for 
a new record. Women take It 
all 105-102. 

Men's track at the SWCs 
The Owls won't need Kod 
to make another incredible 
throw. All the Rice athletes 
qualify for the NCAAs while 
Kareem sets a new world 
record by jumping over 30 
feet Chris Jones flies past 
Baylor's Deon Minor while 
Ivory triple jumps a full 10 
feet farther than his near-
est competitor. All the SWC 
teams would be better off 
just staying at home. They'd 
save the airfare. 

Andrew Burrow trips Brian 
Klein to win the 800 while 
Paul Galante and Jason Lunn 
make cameos to win their 
respective events. In a SWC 
first, Courtney Jones and 
Chris Jones get confused as 
she wins the 400. Down by 
nine points with one event to 
go, Coach Straub promises 
to shave his back If Rice can 
pull It off. Kod throws 69 feet 
and Jose Hernandez donates 
the razor. Men win, 99-98. 

The NFL Draft 
In a blockbuster trade an-
nounced before the draft, 
the Oilers trade their third 
pick overall to Kansas City 
for the rights to Joe Mon-
tana. The Jacksonville fran-
chise declares bankruptcy 
after spending too much 
money on free agents. The 
Panthers go with Penn 
State's Ki-Jana Carter as 
the first overall pick. 

Boxers 
As a wee lad, I think the 
lure of briefs were those 
cute fruits doing those Fruit 
of the Loom commercials. 
But after receiving too many 
wedgies in junior high, I 
shifted to boxers. They have 
so many more colors and 
styles and oooh, the silk. 

Carolina is quick to grab a 
Lombardi-winner In Warren 
Sappfor the first-overall pick. 
In a surprising, yet brilliant, 
move, Jacksonville drafts the 
entire Hanszen women's foot-
ball team (the Jaguars know 
It's their only shot at the 
Super Bowl). Houston wastes 
yet another draft pick by 
choosing the Wless Battle 
Sows ."Can we say olnk, olnk? 

vs. Briefs 
What can I say: Boxers win 
hands down. Granny-cut, 
panty-line making, just plain 
nappy tlghty-whitles don't 
light our fires, guys. Boxers 
are much less constricting 
(so I'm told), and no self-
respecting girl would borrow 
anything but boxers. 

Next week on Head to Head: 
Cheerleader and Pub bartender Kenny 
Yates and the Penguin Award winners. 
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Women's track team ready for Longhorns and Bears at SWCs 
by David Gordon 

A confident women's track team 
travels to Austin this weekend for 
the Southwest Conference outdoor 
championships. 

The team is at its peak form of the 
season. In its past two meets, it has 
posted season-best times in six indi-
vidual events and in one relay event. 

Along with the University of 
Texas and Baylor University, Rice is 
one of the favorites at the meet. 

The team finished second to 
Texas in this season's indoor cham-
pionships and in last season's out-
door championships. 

The team's chances will be hurt 
by the loss of sophomore Vonda 
Newhouse, who will be out with a 
hip-flexor injury. « 

'Texas is definitely the team to 
beat," said Head Coach Victor Lopez. 

"We are going to be close with 
the additon of our outdoor events, 
but losing Newhouse puts us in a 
difficult situation." 

Junior Stacy Swank said, "We re-
alize that we have to go in and do 
everything to the best of our ability, 
and that's what we're all aiming for. 
We go in with an optimistic outlook 
and hope for the best." 

A small part of the team warmed 
up for the upcoming meet by com-
peting in last weekend's Texas A&M 
University Invitational. 

The highlights of the meet were 
two NCAA provisional qualifications 
for the team. 

Junior Dionne Wright's winning 
time of 11.63 in the 100-meter dash 
was her best time of the season and 
earned her a provisional qualifica-
tion for the NCAA outdoor champi-
onships. 

Wright also placed third in the 
200-meter dash with a time of 23.84. 

The teams' other provisional 
qualifier was sophomore Cherita 
Howard. 

Her triple jump of 41-2.25 was the 
top collegiate mark at the meet. 

Howard also placed second in 
the long jump with a leap of 20-2.5. 

These two jumps were her best 
of the year, and she expects to do 
better this weekend. 

"Conference always brings out 
the best in you," she said. 

"You know how you need to per-
form. Everybody jumps better than 
they ever have before because they 
know how much is at stake." 

Sophomore TaNisha Mills fin-
ished second in the 200-meter dash. 
Her time of 23.76 was the team's 
best time of the season in that event. 

Mills also placed second to 
Wright in the 100-meter dash with a 
time of 11.71, just .06 seconds above 
a provisional qualifying time. 

The team's distance runners also 
ran well. 

Sophomore Holly Welch placed 
second in the 800 meters with a time 
of 2:16.30. 

Graduate student Emily Massad 
and junior Alex Gajewskli placed first 
and third respectively in the 1,500 
meters. 

Swank and freshman Shelia 
Madigan followed the 1,500-meter 
runners with tfieir own one-three 
finish in the 3,000-meters. 

Two weeks ago, the team hosted 
some of the top teams in the nation 
in the Rice Quadrangular. 

The team finished second to the 
Universi ty of Ill inois, which 
outscored Rice 191-173. 

The third place finisher was the 
University of Arkansas followed by 
the Hurricanes of the University of 
Miami (Fla.). 

Senior Candace Lessmeister ran 
well in her last meet at the Rice 
Track Stadium. 

She won the 1,500 meters with a 
time of 4:26.01. 

This was the team's best time of 
the season and only .01 seconds 
slower than a provisional qualifica-

Women's tennis takes two 
before SWC tournament 
by Angela Arnold 

The Southwes t Conference 
women's tennis tournament begins 
today in College Station. In its past 
two matches, the team has shown 
that it has the depth and tenacity 
needed to capture the title. 

Two weeks ago the Owls trav-
eled to Dallas for their last confer-
ence match of the season. 

They returned to Houston with a 
decisive 6-3 victory over Southern 
Methodist University. 

Victory was by no means certain. 
The three Owl losses came in the 
first three matches of the day. 

Sophomore Paula Myslivecek, 
playing in the first-seed position, fell 
to Patricia Zerdan 6-4, 6-3. 

Freshman Amber Basica suffered 
a similar fate. She lost a 6-3, 7-6 
match at the hands of SMU second 
seed Elysia Thornton. 

At the third spot, SMU's Carolin 
Knobelsp ies defeated junior 
Antonette Veloso 6-3, 7-5. 
, "They were really tough at the 
top three positions, but we had a lot 
of depth at the bottom," Myslivecek 
said. 

The depth helped the Owls to 
sweep the last three singles matches 
and all of the SMU doubles pairs as 
well. 

Freshman Vessie Ivanova scored 
Rice's first point with a 6-1, 6-3 tri-
umph over Maja Boekeler. 

Junior Olga Limon continued with 
a hard-fought 6-2, 4-6, 6-2 win over 
Amanda Browne. 

Sophomore Jessica Gagnon fin-
ished off singles play with a 6-4, 6-2 
victory over Anne Brown. 

The doubles victories began with 
the nation's 25th-ranked combina-
tion of Myslivecek and Veloso. 

The freshman combo of Basica 
and Ivanova were next. 

Gagnon and Limon scored the 
final point for the team. * 

The victory over SMU left the 
Owls with a 4-2 record in conference 
and a berth in the SWC tournament. 

Where Rice will be seeded is de-
pendent on the completion of a sus-
pended match between the Owls and 
Baylor University, which will befcom-
pleted before the tournament be-
gins. 

Last Saturday, the Lady Indians 
of Northeast Louisiana University 
came into Jake HessTennis Stadium 
to provide the team with a non-con-
ference warm-up before the SWC 
tournament. 

Things got more than a little 
warm, though, as the Owls clawed 
their way to a 5-4 victory. 

Myslivecek started off the day by 
deating Jowita Kaszynska 6-3, 6-3. 

The Indian's Sahiba Chadh 
evened the score with a 6-4,6-2 vic-
tory over Veloso. 

Basica fought the third-seeded 
Alexandra Hole for three sets but 
came up short 0-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

However, once again the trio of 
Ivanova, Limon and Gagnon rescued 
the team with three close victories. 

With the contest tied at 4-4, 
Myslivecek and Veloso defeated the 
combinat ion of Chadha and 
Kaszynska 6-0, 7-5. The Rice duo 
handed the Indian pair its first 
doubles loss of the year. 

The win brought Rice to 14-5 on 
the season and readied them for 
Friday's competition. 

The women will travel to Col-
lege Station'a day early to complete 
a dual match against Baylor that was 
interrupted by rain on March 24. 

The score of the match stands at 
3-3, and the outcome will decide 
which teams will take the third and 
fourth seeds in the tournament. 

"The people who can handle the 
pressure will win," Myslivecek said. 

tion. 
Lessmeister got her provisional 

qualifiaction later in the day when 
she took first in the 800 meters with 
a time of 2:06.91. 

Newhouse ran her best time of 
the season in the 200 meters. Her 
second place time of 23.57 was a 
provisional qualification. 

Rice also provisionally qualified 
two relay teams for the NCAA meet. 

The first was the 4x100 team of 
Mills, junior Mel i ssa Straker, 
Newhouse and Wright. It finished 
second to Illinois with a time of 45.19. 

The other was the 4x400 team of 
Mills, Newhouse, sophmore Andrea 
Blackett and Straker, which was the 
top collegiate finisher with a time of 
3:39.45. 

Mills and Straker also gave the 
team a one-two sweep in the 400 

meters. Mills took first in 54.63 with 
Straker following in 55.35. 

Senior Valerie Tulloch finished 
first in the javelin and second in the 
shot put. 

Tulloch has already automatically 
qualified for the NCAA meet with a 
javelin throw of 198-9 competing in 
the Pan American games which was 
the best collegiate throw this sea-
son. 

Men's track looks for outdoor tide 
by Ben Glassman 

Several members of the men's 
track team used the Sierra Medical 
Invitational in El Paso to prepare for 
the upcoming Southwest ^Confer-
ence Championships. 

Junior Kareem Streete-Thomp-
son posted his best mark of the year 
in the long jump. 

His jump of 27-4.25 is the best in 
the nation so far this year. 

He topped 27-0 in four jumps at El 
Paso, noneofwhich were wind-aided. 
He also fouled on a jump in the 28-
foot range. 

"Kareem's still slowing up on the 
last three steps of his approach," 
said Assistant Coach Ray Davidson. 
"He can jump farther." 

Streete-Thompson also ran his 
best time this season in the 100 meter 
dash, finishing fourth in 10.42 sec-
onds. 

Junior Bryan Bronson and senior 
Cliff Alexander finished one-two in 
the 400-meter intermediate hurdles 
in 50.17 and 50.53", respectively. 

Alexander's performance was 
particularly good news for the Owls. 
He had run a personal-best 50.53 in 
that event at the Texas Southern 
Relays in March but had injured his 
hamstring in the process. 

This is the first time he has been 

healthy since. 
In other events, junior Ivory 

Angello finished fifth in the triple 
jump with a 53-8.5; it was the top 
mark among collegians at the meet. 

Sophomore Kodili Odimgbe's 
throw of 52-6.5 earned him a fourth-
place finish in the shot put. 

Sophomore Derras Wilmington 
placed fifth in the 110-meter high 
hurdles with a time of 14.49. 

The team will need all its athletes 
to turn in top performances this 
weekend at the SWC Outdoor Cham-
pionships in Austin. 

The Owls will be looking to sweep 
the indoor and outdoor seasons. 
They captured the indoor crown in 
dramatic fashion this past February 
when Odimgbe won the shot put by 
one inch on his final throw in the last 
event to give Rice a 108-107 victory 
over Baylor University. 

The outdoor championship 
should be just as tightly contested 
as Rice, Baylor and Texas are in the 
hunt. 

Four Owls will enter the meet 
ranked first in the conference; sopho-
more Brian Klein in the 800 meters, 
junior Chad Kopp in the high jump, 
Streete-Thompson in the long jump 
and Angello in the triple jump. 

The top six finishers in each event 
will earn points, and Rice has 16 
athletes in position to do so, 13 in the 

top three. 
No event will be as closely con-

tested as the 400-meter hurdles. The 
Owls' Bronson and Alexander are 
ranked second and third, respec-
tively. 

' " They will be challenged by Derek 
Spears of the University of Texas 
and Jeff Jackson of Baylor. 

"The hurdles look like a preview 
of the NCAA finals," said Head Coach 
Steve Straub. "This is the strongest 
SWC hurdles have been in the last 
10 years." 

Both Straub and Davidson see 
the Conference Championship as a 
four-way race between Rice, Texas, 
Baylor and Texas A&M University. 

"On paper, Texas looks like the 
strongest team," said Davidson, "but 
they looked like the favorite going 
into the Indoor Championship as 
well." 

"We think it's going to take 127 
points to win, and I think [those] 
four schools could do it," said Texas 
Head Coach Stan Huntsman. "Hope-
fully, our depth will win this champi-
onship for us." 

Rice's disadvantage in depth will 
be accentuated by the addition of 
three events which are in outdoor 
competition only; the discus, decath-
lon and javelin. 

Rice will not enter anyone in these 
SEE TRACK PAGE 18 
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Inner loop closed 
The Rice cycling team will be 

hosting a collegiate event on cam-
pus this Sun., April 23, from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

During this time period, the in-
ner loop will be completely closed 
and all vehicles parked on the loop 
will be towed. 

Please make arrangements to 
move vehicles off of the inner loop 
prior to 8 a.m. on Sunday. Ifyou have 
any questions, contact Michael 
Hardy at 630-8450. 

Crystal Copas game at Rice 
Soccer again comes to Rice Sta-

dium as the Racing Club of Argen-
tina battles Cruz Azul of Mexico. 

This matchup is the second leg of 
the Crystal Copas tour. The contest 
takes place next Wed., April 26, at 7 
p.m. 

The Racing Club will have ex-
World Cup star Diego Maradona as 
its coach. 

General admission tickets are $ 15 
while box seats cost $35. Kids under 
12 will be admitted for $7.50. 

Special discounts for Rice stu-
dents may be available through the 
ticket office. 

Please call 522-OWLS to check 
for any discounted tickets and for 
information about the match. 

Crew team takes fifth 
The Rice crew team, competing 

in the Great Plains Rowing Champi-
onships in Topeka, Kan., last week-
end, finished fifth out of 32 teams. 

Rice picked up three first-place 
finishes, two second places and two 
thirds. 

The men's novice four, women's 
light four and mixed eight crews 
each captured a race. 

In the men's novice four race, 
which covered 400 meters, Rice de-
feated the University of Minnesota 
by 1.4 seconds. 

In the women's open lightweight 
four race, also 400 meters long, Rice 
bested Oklahoma State University 
by 2.1 seconds. 

In the mixed eight race, Rice beat 
Kansas University by 3.8 seconds. 

Row, row, row your boat 

4 § 

The men's eight team makes its way across the water at the Great Plains Rowing Championships in Topeka, Kan. 

A big huge thank you! 

2 3 W 

To the Rice professor of engineering, 
driving a white four-door sedan, who 
was so sweet to give a ride to two 
beleaguered friends on Ashby to the 
Billy Joe l /E l ton John concert on 
April 5. You dropped us off at Gate 
13 and were gone, but I never got to 
properly thank you for your kindness. 

Please, please contact 
Mark at 493-9855. 

-1ST!-

A big huge thank you! 

Track 
FROM PAGE 17 

events, nor in the pole vault. 
"For us to win it, we're going to 

have to get some breaks," said 
Straub. 

In the distance events, senior Ri-
chard Toves has been running well 
in the 3000-meter steeplechase and 
could win that event. 

Sophomore Adam Reiser may 
give the Owls a big boost in the 
10,000 meters. 

"Adam hasn't had a first-place 
performance in the 10,000 this year, 
but he's certainly capable of it," said 
Straub. 

Freshman Andrew Burrow, who 
won the 600 meters indoors, is con-
fident of his chances in the 800 
meters, even though he's yet to run 
in that event this year. 

The team will try to avoid having 
each individual participate in too 
many events although Streete-Th-
ompson should be in three. 

"My goal this weekend is to win 
both the 100 and the long jump and 
also help out in the 4x100 relay," he 
said. 

"I hope that my 28-0 jump will 
come this weekend. The facility at 
Texas is great for jumping." 

The Owls will simultaneously be 
looking to qualify for the NCAA out-
door championships. 

Eleven athletes have qualified so 
far; three automatically, five provi-
sionally, plus the 4x400 meter relay 
team. 

During the weekend prior to the 
Sierra Medical Invitational, the team 
faced some of its SWC foes at the 
Texas Relays in Austin. 

The meet provided the stage for 
several of the best individual perfor-
mances by Owls this year. 

Streete-Thompson provided the 
most obvious fireworks, setting a 
meet record of 27-2 in the long jump 
on his second attempt of the finals. 

He promptly surpassed that mark 
with a leap of27-3.25 on his very next 
jump. 

Despite the meet record, he was 
not completely satisfied with his per-
formance. 

"I was pleased with the jump," he 
said, "but I need to improve my ap-
proach." 

In the context of the season, 
though, the long jump has not thus 
far been his first priority. 

"Basically, the last two weeks I've 
been concentrating on sprinting," 
he said. 

"After conference, I'll concentrate 
more on the jumps. But for now my 
goal is to work on my time in the 100 
meters because I'd like a legitimate 
shot at making the [U.S. World 
Championships] team in that event 
as well." 

Although he didn't set any meet 
records, Kopp's effort in the high 

jump was exceptional. 
He cleared the bar at 7-2.25, sur-

passing his personal best. 
It was good for a fourth place 

finish, a Rice record and a provi-
sional qualifying mark. 

Angello broke his own Rice 
record in the triple jump, finishing 
third with a jump of 54-1. 

"It wasn't as good as I wanted, 
but hopefully I'll keep improving the 
next few weeks," he said. "I'm going 
to concentrate more on the NCAAs 
than on conference." 

First-place finisher James 
Beckford of Blinn College jumped 
prior to Angello, and the delay 
caused by a measurement of his 
meet-record jump seemed to un-
nerve the Rice competitor. 

"Yeah, it [the delay] threw me off 
a little. When a guy in front of you 
jumps really well, you want to go 
right away," Angello said. 

"When they stepped ;in front of 
the runway, that really messed me 
up . It messes you up because your 
adrenaline's pumping, you're in the 
right mindset, then you can't get 
that back." 

Wilmington turned in yet another 
notable jumping performance when 
he posted a personal-best in the long 
jump with a 24-2.25. 

Assistant Coach Wen Yong Yang, 
who oversees all jumping events for 
the Owls was praised by fellow 
coaches. 

"The jumpers were great," said 
Davidson. "Coach Yang is definitely 
coach of the week." 

Spears edged Bronson in the In-
vitational 400 meter -hurdles. 
Bronson's time of50.04 qualified him 
automatically for the NCAAs. 

Toves began the Texas Relays 
well for Rice when he won the Invita-
tional 3000 meters. 

His time of 9:18.21 was a per-
sonal best. 

The 4x400 meter relay team of 
Quinton Milner, Burrow, Bronson 
and Chris Jones ran a provisional 
qualifying time of 3:05.92 in the pre-
liminaries. 

Jones was hampered throughout 
the meet by a cold and two sore 
hamstrings. He hopes to be 100 per-
cent for conference. 

A crowd of 31,800 turned out at 
Memorial Stadium to see the excel-
lent level of competition, which in-
cluded collegiate and professional 
athletes. 

Maurice Greene of Nike Central 
won the 100-meter dash in 9.88 sec-
onds. 

Although wind aided, Greene's 
time was the fastest in the world 
under any conditions this year. 

The Santa Monica Track Club, 
featuring Carl Lewis and Leroy 
Burrell, won the Invitational 4x100 
meter relay. 

"We love coming here," said 
Burrell. "This is the best meet in 
Texas." 
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A day at the Texas Relays with Kareem Streete-Thompson 
by Ben Glassman 

It is 8 a.m., and I've been awake 
for a half hour when I arrive at Texas 
Memorial Stadium for the final day 
of the Texas Relays. 

SPORTS 
FEATURE 

The trainers are setting up: lock-
ing the legs of the table in place, 
taking out an assortment of fruit and 
arranging medical supplies. 

There are many bleary-eyed train-
ers setting up dozens of tables, but 
there are as yet few athletes to be 
seen and none from Rice. 

Leaving the training table, I wan-
der across the track and onto the 
Astroturf. Eighty yards later I reach 
the West Pit, where men's long jump 
will take place this morning. 

Sitting on the field and looking 
down its length to my left, the ath-
letes nearby form a stationary pa-
rade of color. 

Sitting or standing on the green 
Astroturf and bordered by two paral-
lel ropes draped with orange and 
white flags, their uniforms and 
warmups form a sparkling array of 
purple, white, green, red, black, yel-
low, teel, maroon and more as the 
colors in the distance bleed together. 

At 8:40 a.m., Kareem Streete-Th-
ompson jogs past me on the track!" 
He is wearing full Rice warmups and 
is listening to large, yellow head-' 
phones. 

By 8:47 a.m., he has jogged by 
twice more. The headphones are off. 

Jumps have been going on since 
8:30 a.m. Very few of them have 
even been measured by the judges. 

One of the score-running girls 

explains to me that the minimum 
mark necessary to reach the finals is 
24-6, and it is marked in front of the 
judges. 

They don't measure if it's not 
close. People don't seem to take 
much interest in this current flight 
of jumpers. 

Like yesterday, this morning is 
cool and occasionally windy. For a 
moment the sun breaks through. 
Kareem glides past again. Now he's 
high-stepping. 

At about 9 a.m. the jumpers in the 
third flight begin to warm up. This is 
the group that Streete-Thompson 
willjumpin.so I make my way across 
the track to the stands. 

I spot Rice's star triple jumper, 
Ivory Angello, in the stands and go 
sit next to him. 

"Man, this is the only time you'll 
see us up this early," he tells me. 
"Getting up early is death to a 
jumper." 

The various jumpers speed down 
the runway and straight through the 
pit. Almost immediately, competi-
tion is set to begin. 

"Four minutes for run-throughs 
between flights?" said Angello. 

"That's messed up. Four minutes 
for 10 guys isn't enough. They didn't 
give us that much time in the triple 
jump yesterday. Normally you get 
about 10 minutes. You can bet that if 
it was a Texas guy, he'd get 10 min-
utes." 

Streete-Thompson fouls on his 
first jump, but it is a monster leap. 
Since I can't judge inches in the long 
jump with my eye, I only know this 

' from the murmur of the various spec-
tators, . among whom are several 
people I recognize as having com-
peted yesterday in the triple jump. 

"It's going to be a very interest-
ing day," §aid Angello. 

On his second jump, Streete-Th-
ompson is very conservative, taking 
off well before the foul line. 

He nevertheless qualifies for the 

finals with a jump of 25-0, and Ivory 
Angello assures me that we'll see 27 
broken today. 

Streete-TTiompson's third jump 
is 26-1, but in the fourth flight, Nat 
Sowell of Northeast Louisiana Uni-
versity jumps 26-2.25 to take the lead. 

Ivory, points out the man sitting 
directly in front of us, with whom he 
talks pretty much the whole time (as 
does Streete-Thompson, when he 

'But at the Olympics ... 

you can't just have 

confidence, you ve got to 

know that you have the 

ability to do it, too.' 
— Frank Rutherford 

First Olympic medalist from 
the Bahamas 

ventures into the stands). 
The man is Frank Rutherford, a 

native of the Bahamas who was the 
first Olympic medalist ever from that 
country when he won a bronze in the 
triple jump at the 1992 Olympics. 

It's almost 10:30 a.m., and the 
sun has come out in full force by 
now. 

For about a half hour Rutherford 
tells Ivory the difference between 
the level of competition at the uni-
versity and the international and 
Olympic levels. 

"See, this is good competition, 
but you can pretty much identify 
each person and about how far he 
can jump, so you say, 'Oh, he jumps 
this, and he jumps that, so I'm really 
competing with only so-and-so,"' he 
said. 

"But at the Olympics everyone 
can break the world record, so you 
can't just have confidence, you've 

got to know that you have the ability 
to do it, too." 

Finally it's time for the finals. 
Since Kareem had the second-best 
jump in the preliminaries, he jumps 
second-to-last. 

On his first attempt, though, he 
fouls. He walks to the turf and puts 
back on his warmup pants and a T-
shirt. 

Assistant Coach Wen Yong Yang 
moves down from a few rows up to 
give the Rice athlete a couple of 
instructions. 

Standing at the start of the run-
way before his second jump, Kareem 
initiates a clap. The clap was com-
mon at yesterday's triple jump but 
has been used only sparingly today. 

He brings his hands together 
once a second, and soon everyone 
watching has taken up the pace. 

Now he focuses ahead and accel-
erates toward the pit. As he does, 
the speed of the clap increases like a 
drum roll. 

He takes off at the line and soars 
through the air, landing in the soft 
sand of the pit. Hopping out, he puts 
the pants and T-shirt on again. 

But this time there's a long delay 
in the measurement, the reason for 
which is unclear. Ivory calls down to 
Kareem to ask what's going on. 

The latter jogs to where the mea-
surement is being taken. 

He looks over the shoulders of 
the half dozen officials clad in or-
ange shirts and sporting white cow-
boy hats, squints at the tape, then 
calls back up, 'Twenty-seven." 

At last the official measurement 
is posted: 27-2. 

The announcement resounds 
throughout the stadium — a new 
meet record! 

Applause erupts from the stand-
ing fans. A smiling Streete-Thomp-
son jogs past on the track; he's clap-
ping, too. 

For his final attempt, Streete-Th-
ompson listens to his Walkman right 
until he begins his approach. 

He calls for another clap while 
taking it off. As the clap mounts, he 
pumps his fist in the air, then speeds 
down the runway. 

Once again he lifts into the air, 
legs still churning, until he reaches 
the summit of his self-propelled tra-
jectory and descends, arms flailing, 
into the pit. 

The new measurement appears: 
27-3.25.1 reflect that the meet record 
Kareem had set on his second jump 
of the finals only lasted a matter of 
minutes until he broke it himself. 

Then I hurry down to the field to 
catch up with the three men wearing 
press hats who have already begun 
interviewing the only premier long 
jumper ever at Rice. 

Hear hundreds of girls & guys tell you why you 

should call the dating line NOW! 

You pick the area code you want! 

CALL 1-900-622-0025 Ext. 984 
$2.49 per min. Calls can be between 1 and 15 minutes. 

Maximum cost $38.00. Touch tone phone required. 

Under 18 must get parent's-'permission 

(Customer Service) Strauss Enterprises. (408) 625 1910 

MAJORS BOOKS 
is p roud to announce the ava i l ab i l i t y of . . . 

Over I S O titl es with solutions to 
all your course problems. 

THE BEST S T U D E N T A I D A R O U N D ! 

Holcombe B lvd . 

7 2 0 5 Fannin Houston TX 7 7 0 3 0 
Phone: 7 1 3 - 7 9 9 - 9 9 2 2 
E-Mai l : books hou @ dass .org 
Hours: 8 : 3 0 - 6 : 0 0 (Mon-Fri) 

8 : 3 0 - 5 : 0 0 (Sat) 

S. B r a e s w o o d Dr. St. Agnes 

• MAJOR5. (7205 Fannin) 

O ld Spanish Trail 

fAs t rodoma in \ 
V Compex J 
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Ding, Dong, The Pub is Dead. The Rice U. Pub Is Dead. 
WE HATE OWLS! 

Classifieds 
G R E A T M O V I N G SALE: 
— F u l l - s i z e b e d / m a t t r e s s / b o x 
s p r i n g / a n d frame. Almost new. $250 
—Navy blue couch with pat tern . 
G o o d condi t ion . $125 
—Disk with printer s tand. S45 
— T V stand. S15 
Prices negot iable . Call Now! 526-
5262 

Act iv i s t /Organizer : State 's premier 
grassroots citizens g roup hiring cam-
paign staff for summer . Call for in-
terview. In Austin, (512) 4 4 4 - 8 5 8 8 . 
In Ar l ington, (817) 6 3 3 - 3 2 2 0 . 

Flexible H o u r s — Efficient, depend-
able. Part t ime posit ion. General Of-
fice. Non-Smoker . Detail or iented . 
Knowledge of pop culture a must . 
Rice U. area. 5 2 8 - 4 4 7 1 . 

Cruise Ships N o w Hir ing — E a r n up 
to S 2 , 0 0 0 + / m o n t h w o r k i n g o n 
Cruise Ships or Land -Tour compa-
nies. World travel. Seasonal & full-
t ime employment available. N o ex-
perience necessary. For t jnore infor-
mat ion call 1 - 2 0 6 - 6 3 4 - 0 4 6 8 ext. 
C 5 8 4 9 4 . 

Roommate ! River Oaks! 
Young prof, male seeks 2 room-
mates to share 2 6 0 0 sq. ft. h o u s c ( 3 / 
2 ) in upper scale ne ighborhood — 
FP, W D , hardwoods , recessed light-
ing. S450 + 1 / 3 expenses. Ask for 
Mike. Pager: 289 -4033 . H o m e : 523-
9 0 3 5 . 

For Rent: Large b e d r o o m / b a t h suite 
in Rice ne ighborhood home. Kitchen 
and laundry priviledges. At tached 
garage. Walk to R i c e / M e d c t r /Vi l -
lage. Pr is t ine c o n d i t i o n . $ 5 5 0 / 
m o n t h . Call 6 6 0 - 7 5 9 9 to view and 
discuss. SF only please. (Owner -SWF 
professional). 

For Sale: 1989 Ford I -Bi rd . Clean, 
low miles(42k). C h a m p a g n e grey. 
New tires. N o n - s m o k i n g owner . 
Leather , all power opt ions . $ 7 2 9 9 . 
Loaded! Call 6 6 8 - 3 7 7 1 . 

$8 . 2 5 - 1 3 / h r . Summer jobs in NYC. 
Ma jo r Jewish ph i l an th ropy seeks 
p a r t - t i m e t e l e p h o n e fundra i se r s . 
Mus t be intel l igent, articulate and 
familiar with Jewish community . Eve-
nings, Sundays, Af ternoons . Mid-
town . (212) 8 3 6 - 1 5 7 1 . 

AMISH CALENDAR 
Friday — Sid Zero Fun Party. Whee. 

Friday — Wiess JamFest in the afternoonish evening time. Then a man will 
go to Willy's Statue and spin around until he vomits. Just like the old days. 
Co watch the fun. 

Saturday — Baker Kicker Party. Go practice your two step in the mirror. 

Saturday — Strap a cap on ye gulliver and bring them droogies. 
KubrickFest2001ClockworkOrangeOdyssey. Rice U. Media Center 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday — Last Baker 13 run. To all you seniors, go frolic. 

F U N S U M M E R J O B. Energetic stu -
den t to entertain two great kids( ages 
9 - 1 0 ) occasional d o g and house sit-
t ing. West U. , may live in pool house. 
Susan 6 6 6 - 2 0 1 7 . 

Apar tmen t for lease or summer sub-
let, s tar t ing May. 1 b e d r o o m , full 
ba th , very close to Rice! Call Su-
s a n @ 6 3 0 - 8 3 2 4 „ o r e - m a i l 
seabi rd@owlnet. rice .ed u. 

Part-time receptionist needed in busy 
Village skincare salon. Tuesday and 
Thursday — 2 to 7, Saturday 8:30 to 
6. $5 .00 per H o u r —cal l 5 2 8 - 1 0 7 0 
and ask for Betsy. 

Needed : Responsible, reliable En-
glish-speaking person with driver's 
license to care for our children (7 ,11) 
occasionally. In return: a very nice 
furnished apar tment with separate 
e n t r a n c e . I n s i d e l o o p , n e a r 
Westheimer , west of Weslevan. Call 
6 2 3 - 6 0 2 8 . 

Local record company seeks highly 
ene rge t i c and en thus ias t ic ha rd-
w o r k i n g individual in te res ted in 
work ing in the Sa les /Marke t ing De-
pa r tmen t . Please contrac t Violeta 
Alvarez immediately at 520 -6669 for 
more informat ion . 

He lp Wanted!! Office Assistant — 
Deliver)' Services. Academic year 15-
2 0 hours per week; 30 -40 summer . 
Work study not required. Flexible 
hours . $6 .50 per hour . Proficiency 
in MS Excel and MS Word . Data 
en t ry and accoun t ing experience 
helpful . C o n t a c t Greu; M a d e r at 
x2324 . 

N E E D E D : Female companion for 7 
year old daughter Kasey. You get: A 
place to stay for the summer , two 
blocks away from campus. You are: A 
creative person and love children. 
You need: T o challenge and stimu-
late a kid w h o is brainwashed by her 
dad in to thinking she wants to go to 
Rice; hates Aggies; and likes horses, 
swimming , gymnastics, movies and 
the Lion King. Details: M o m will 
require a few people to vouch that 
you are not a criminal. Mos t days will 
be occup ied , mos t evenings apd 
weekends free. Pay is negotiable and 
includes room and board . Call Kay 
or Ben at 5 2 3 - 5 4 0 1 after 7 p .m. or 
on weekend. Call Ben at 9 6 5 - 1 1 2 5 
dur ing the day. 

G I R L S G I R L S G I R L S 
talk to them live 

1 -900-476-7400 Ext. 844 
$2.99/min. Avg. call 1 2 min. Avg. cost per call $36 
Not for sexual stimulation or arousal 
Must be over 18* Touch tone phone required. 
Cust. Serv. Strauss Comm., Carmel, CA (408)625-1910 

fCbo-tn/<>?/rr />/r na / / / //<>. //widow ° f \ 

It fir re . (// , /(a/t/iettcHy y 

Maryland Manor 
1 &2 Bedrooms - Bedroom w/Den 

• S U M M E R RENTALS AVAILABLE N O W * 
1717 Bissonnet 529-7020 

Beautiful West U. garage apt. free!! 
** T w o M D ' s with children, ages 5 
and 7, seek a responsible, loving, 
motherly person to drive carpool and 
provide after-school child care. Car 
provided. Room and board provided. 
Month ly st ipend based on hours 
w o r k e d . Insist n o n - s m o k e r . N o 
couples. Must have valid driver's li-
cense and good record. I f in teres ted , 
please call M-F 9-4 :30 . 795 -4518 . 
Ask for Lvnette. 

C A S H I E R S N E E D E D for next se-
mester. College food service is now 
selecting new cashiers for Fall '95 . 
1 0 - 2 0 h r s / w k , $5 an hour + food 
benefit . Call Carl @x4957 or s top by 
Central Kitchen. 

$ 1 7 5 0 weekly possible mailing our 
circulars. N o experience required. 
Begin now. For info call 202 -298 -
8952 . 

R E L G I O N F O R Post-Modernis ts , 
Theists, Humanis ts , Pagans: All are 
welcome. First Unitarian Universal-
ist Church — Hous ton meets Sun-
day at 5:00 p.m., 1311 Ho lman at 
Caroline. Active Young Adult Group. 
5 2 6 - 5 2 0 0 or Rice contact Melinda 
Sue Hutch ings , 8 3 1 - 4 7 0 0 xlOO. 

Wanted Hide Share — Driving Ryder 
truck to New England on May 3-4 , 
1995. Room for some stuff in back. 
S h a r e e x p e n s e s a n d d r i v i n g . 
Proabably will be s topping at camp-
sites t h r o u g h o u t trip. First s top H o t 
Springs, Ark. Contac t Steve at 942-
2321 . 

Free West U. garage apar tment in 
exchange forch i ldcare /chauf feur ing 
of 11 year old girl. Needed early 
m o r n i n g s , 2 evenings , 2 n d / 4 t h 
weekends, typically 20 -40 h o u r s / 
m o n t h . Need own car. Call Amy at 
6 6 1 - 6 4 1 6 . 

WHODUNNIT?? WHO SET THE RICE PUB ON FIRE? 
THE SUSPECTS... 

J.J. Roton 
Motive: Wanted to be on the Backpage "just like 
Marty, Bradley, Amy and other ex-Jones publicity 
freaks." 
Previous record: A late night attempt to burn down 
Autry in March. 
Accomplices: Kevin Rabbitt, Bobby May. 

Peter Marketos 
Motive: Hated the debauchery at the Pub. Wanted 
to convert the Pub into a home for convalescent 
nuns. 
Previous Record: None, Peter is a model citizen. 
Accomplices: Tony Tran, Doc C., David Rhodes. 

Bob Sanborn 
Motive: Sammy's was closed and needed large 
enough fire f6r his big ass Student Center grill. 
Previous Record: Sold babies on the black market 
for lunch money. 
Accomplices: Malcolm Gillis, Neill Binford, the 
Pope. 

Maryana Iskander 
Motive: Pub didn' t serve people they couldn't see 
over the freakin' bar. 
Previous Record: Deviant sexual behavior with 
hedges. 
Accomplices: Macaulay Culkin, Jokey Smurf, Gary 
Hung. 

Tilings Owls Should Know 
Female Owls: W a n t to have a m e m o r a b l e w e e k e n d ? T u r n to a cu r ren t 

f r e s h w o m e n bi tch, look h e r s t ra igh t in t h e eye and say, "Sorry, y o u r e ra is 
over you jaded piece of meat . " T h e n tu rn a round , ba t y o u r eyes at anyth ing 
with a penis and tell the penis -bearer tha t you 've never seen a d o r m room. 

Male Owls: You have to wai t . . . a long t ime. In t h e mean t ime, beat off. 
See t h e top ten list. Compl imen t s of t h e S tuden t Cen te r . 

W h y is the c a m p u s locked up af ter 12? It 's ou r adminis t ra t ion ' s s a d ^ a c k 
a t tempt to inc rease safety. Be scared . P ro tec t yourself b e c a u s e the cute 
wooden ga t e s won' t . 

He re ' s a little known fact fo r Owls: If you have sex with a s tudent , t hen 
you ge t a $1000 scholarsh ip next year . C o m p l i m e n t s of t h e S tuden t Center . 

If you cl imb u p Willy's s ta tue and twist h i s nose , you get f r ee macadamia 
nuts . Compl imen t s of the S tudent Cente r . Hey, they t ake ca re of u s he re . 

T h e prevail ing t h e m e of par t ies h e r e is bee r . Cheap , piss bee r . Spend 
this s u m m e r dr ink ing lots of it. Learn to love it. It will b e c o m e your bes t 
f r iend af ter you find out that no one h e r e l ikes you. W a h . 

If you chea t he re , then you have a trial in f ron t of . the H o n o r Council . 
T h e n Carolyn Gill, t h e H o n o r Counci l chai r , sacr i f ices you to h e r pagan god . 
High Pr ies tess H e a t h e r M o r s c h a u s e r c o n d u c t s t h e c e r e m o n y and se t s 
your co rpse on fire, and your soul will b u r n in e te rna l hell. 

Notes & Notices Top Ten New Uses For Semen 
I f y o u and your organizat ion want to 
be on campus dur ing O-Week, con-
tact Glenn Levy immediately. O r 
he'll boo t your sorry ass off campus. 

Happy 2 0 t h birthday Dan. Enjoy it 
and get the fuck off my Backpage. 

Sarah Wedd ing ton , the solicitor who 
won Roe vs. Wade, is speaking at the 
Miner Lounge on April 27 at 4 p .m. 

10. Drown your f r ench f r ies in it. 
9. Spackl ing pas te . 
8. Condi t ioner for dry hair . 
7. W h i p it up and u s e it a s subt i tu te for e g g whi t e s in m e r i n g u e recipes . 
6. Collect and t r ade with y o u r f r iends . 
5. Mix with Ovalt ine for nu t r ious and del ic ious snack . 
4. Filling for C a d b u r y Eggs . 
3. Grea t p r imer if you need paint your d o r m room. 
2. M m m m m m ! Manicotti! 
1. Tell a pre-med in qualitative o rgo lab to identify t h e unknown. W h e n 

they tell you it 's s emen , say, "Yes, I know, b u t whose?" 

PROBLEMS WITH FINALS? 
LOVE? ROMANCE? 

MONEY? SUCCESS? 

LIVE PSYCHICS READ YOUR 
TAROT CARD FUTURE 

1-900-476-9700 Ext. 719 

ASK ASTROLOGERS 
1-900-476-9500 Ext. 911 

$2.99/min. Avg. call 12 min. Avg. cost per call $36 
Must be over 18 "Touch tone phone required. 

Cust. Serv. Strauss Comm. Carmel, CA (408) 625-1910 

•Personal •Private •One-on-One 

CLASSIFIED 
A D RATES 
$ 1 0 f o r e a c h b l o c k 

o f 3 5 w o r d s : 

1 - 3 5 w o r d s : $ 1 0 
3 6 - 7 0 w o r d s : $ 2 0 

7 1 - 1 0 5 w o r d s : $ 3 0 

DEADLINE 
M o n d a y at 5 p . m . p r i o r 
t o F r i d a y p u b l i c a t i o n . 

AltfL ADS PREPAID 
P a y m e n t m u s t a c c o m p a n y 

a d . M a i l c h e c k s to : 

The Rice Thresher 
A T T N : C l a s s i f i e d s 

P. O . B o x 1 8 9 2 
H a d t e t o n , T X 7 7 2 5 1 

O r b r i n g t h £ m b y t h e 
Thresher o f f i c e , l o c a t e d o n 

t h e 2 n d F l o o r o f t h e L e y 
S t u d e n t C e n t e r . W e n o w 

a c c e p t c r e d i t c a r d s ! 

Q u e s t i o n s ? C a l l 5 2 7 - 4 8 0 1 . 


