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Where's Superman? 

H.K. Chang plays Monday at a CoffeeHouse concert by recording artist lois. 

Honors distribution change 
moves toward completion 
University Council approves resolution; faculty to give final vote 

by Patricia Lin 

The University Council unanimously approved a 
recommendation to expand the distribution of gradu-
ation honors during last Friday's meeting. The recom-
mendation, submitted for university review by the 
Student Association, will now be presented to the full 
faculty for discussion and approval. 

Members of the SA Senate had asked that the 
ranking percentiles required to qualify for graduation 
honors be expanded at least to match the require-
ments for the President's Honor Roll, which is 30 
percent of the student body. Currently, honors are 
given to the top 20 percent of the graduating class. 

Vice President of Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
said he was pleased that the council was able to come 
to a consensus about the recommendation so quickly. 
There had been some concern among Senate mem-
bers that delays in the council would prevent the 
changes from occurring this school year. 

James Pomerantz, dean of social sciences, explained 
the speed with which the recommendation passed 
through the council by pointing out the simplicity of 
the issue. 

"A lot of issues that come to our attention have all 
sorts of side issues that have to be addressed. In this 
case, there was just one central issue that needed a 
new answer, and there are some things you can't talk 
about for the rest of your life," Pomerantz said. 

Both Camacho and Pomerantz hope to see the 
university put in a systematic method of determining 

graduation honors. 
"I have supported the change all the way. In fact, 

[Dean of Student Affairs] Sarah Burnett and I wrote a 
letter to the Examinations and Standings Committee 
expressing our hope that we could become more 
consistent with other universities in terms of gradua-
tion honors," Camacho said. 

"The Rice student body works harder than those a: 
many comparable universities, but fewer Rice stu-
dents are recognized for their achievements. 

"But ultimately the faculty are responsible for this 
decision," he said. 

Camacho's advice to the faculty is to consider the 
importance of the honors and of the requirements for 
them. "Schools providing large honors profiles can get 
ridiculous, but with the kind of academic rigor our 
students face anyway, there 's still a disparity. What we 
want is a better balance between the rarity of the 
distinction and the qualifications necessary. The ques-
tion we need to ask is, how do you find such a balance?" 
Camacho said. 

Pomerantz cautioned the faculty to consider the 
issue carefully during their upcoming review of it. 

"This comes close to the core of what university is 
about. What are the objectives in giving honors? It's a 
given that we want to recognize students, but how 
many? Nobody wants an honor that everybody gets. 
Then it's not an honor. The question is what to honor. 
By definition, it must be rare," Pomerantz said. "It 
would be nice if there was some rational way to figure 
it out instead of just doing it how others are doing it. 
Especially since they don't all do it the same way," 

Foundation course list expands 
Humanities short list gives more options to meet foundation requirement 

by James Tolle 

The Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee has accepted a proposal 
to alter the Humani t ies division 
(Group I) foundation courses start-
ing next year, and the University 
Council unanimously passed the mo-
tion last Friday. 

A memo from Dean of Humani-
ties Allen J. Matusow to Bill Wilson, 
chair of the Undergraduate Curricu-
lum Committee, describes the pro-
posal as "an interim step toward re-
stricted distribution." Restricted dis-
tribution refers to the nature of the 
courses as foundation, rather than 
distribution, courses. Regular dis-
tribution courses can be selected 
from any department from that divi-
sion, excluding some upper-level 
seminars and technical courses. 

The memo said Humanities 101 
and 102, currently required for sci-
ence, engineering, architecture and 
music majors, will join a list of four 
other courses that will be joined by 
the Humanities foundation require-
ment. To fulfill the Humanities foun-
dation requirement , two courses 
from the short list must be taken. 

The memo said the Social Sci-
ence (Group II) and Natural Sci-
ence/Engineer ing (Group III) divi-
sions are not prepared for such a 
change for next year and are plan-
ning to offer the same foundation 
courses: Social Science 102, and 
Natural Science 101 and 102. 

The memo described only three 
of four new courses. The proposals 
were submitted because the com-
mittee requested a modification in 
the foundation course format. Any 
proposed course would have to be 

interdisciplinary, so that the Humani-
ties as a group would be discussed 
and taught, as opposed to one nar-
row branch. 

All of the proposed courses have 
teachers in different departments. 

One course is tentatively titled 
"Myth, History, and the Problem of 
the Past." Where HUMA 101 and 
102 analyze themes of Western civi-
lization^ this course will look at the 
process of how Western civilization 
is analyzed. 

"This course will investigate how 
tellers of myth and writers of history 
orient themselves in regard to past 
experience," says the proposal by 
Hilary Mackie, Hispanic and classi-
cal studies professor, and Michael 
Maas, history professor. 

A second course has been pro-
posed by "Self in Text and Image" by 

SEE FOUNDATION PAGE 6 

1995 Spring 
Election results 

Sammy the Owl 

Honor Council at large representative 

University Council 

Matt Bayazitoglu 
Stephe Gallagher 
James Tolle 

John Doll 
Heather Morschauser 
Christine Yeh 

John Strickland 

University Court at large representative Anne Kennedy 
Erin Lawrence 
Ryan Levy 

The referendum to eliminate the $.80 blanket tax for owl care did not 
pass because less than 35 percent of the student body voted. 

College election results as of Wednesday: 
Baker College elected Bill VanVooren as their Student Association 
senator. Brown College elected Curtis Huynh as their Rice Program 
Council representative. Lovett College elected Michael Tuckman as 
SA senator and Jenny Lee as RPC representative. 

Committee votes on making out-of-state IDs legal to buy alcohol 
by Cecilia Tran 

The Alcohol Beverage Policy Ad-
visory Committee (ABPAC) contin-
ues to d i s c u s s t h r e e p r o p o s e d 
changes to the Rice alcohol policy. 

At its March 17 meeting, the com-
mittee planned to approvp one of the 
proposals, which would allow stu-
dents who have only out-of-state IDs 
to be served alcohol at Rice parties. 
An informal vote was taken during 
the meeting, but the proposal will be 
formally voted on today. 

Currently, s tudents with Texas 
IDs are allowed to pass alcohol to 
their out-of-state fr iends who are at 
least 21 years old. People without 
Texas identification cards cannot be 
served at parties because bartend-

ers are not trained to verify fake out-
of-state IDs. 

But with the new proposal, stu-
dents will be given a temporary vali-
dation sticker that they can use with 
their IDs to receive alcohol. 

Dean of Students Sarah Burnett 
said, "This will make life much easier 
for out-of-town visitors and guests 
who want to go to our parties. It 
stops alcohol from being passed to 
them, which confuses bartenders, 
and makes enforcement of the alco-
hol policy easier." 

Antroy Arreola, the former man-
ager of Willy's Pub, says, "I think 
that the first two proposals definitely 
deal with a big loophole currently in 
policy. Before, people who were not 
from Texas could not get any alco-
hol, even if they were of age. Also, 

since less people will be passing al-
cohol, it will be harder for minors to 
drink." 

Pub Manager Christy Hard said 
the stickers were designed so that 
they would rip if taken off the ID. 

T h e ABPAC was or ig ina l ly 
formed to consider revisions of Rice 
alcohol policy. However, the com-
mittee has no formal authority and 
can only make recommendations for 
change to Zenaido Camacho, vice 
president of student affairs. 

Ben Walrath, chair of the Stu-
dent Association Alcohol Policy 
Committee and presenter of the pro-
posals, said, "The general consen-
sus of the committee is that the 
changes are positive and should be 
implemented. Only a few details need 
to be ironed out." 

Walra th said he h o p e s that 
changes can be made by next se-
mester, so that the incoming fresh-
men can be updated on the new 
alcohol policy during Orientation 
Week. 

All three proposals remain under 
consideration, and will be discussed 
at the today's meeting. 

The second proposal would pro-
hibit t hcpass ing of alcohol among 
people of age over 21. 

The third proposal concerns the 
formation of a system by which col-
leges could designate certain areas 
for public parties. 

Under the current lease, only stu-
dents ' rooms are considered private; 
everything else, including private 
dining rooms, are considered pub-
lic. The proposal would redefine pri-

vate parties to include larger spaces. 
Antroy said, "Hopefully, these 

changes will make life at Rice easier 
in dealing with alcohol." 

N E W S 

Congress 
and the 
Internet 5 
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INTERNET 
Senate bill threatens very 

existence of computer resources 

Senate Bill 314 is perilously close to endangering the Internet 
system as we know it, and with it, the communications system 
that has proved ever-increasingly useful as a research and 
entertainment resource for Rice students and faculty. 

The Act is dumb. 
The protections that it claims to guarantee are both redun-

dant and illusory. 
Proponents of the bill have cited articles in America's lead-

ing newspapers about the potential danger the uncensored 
Internet represents to children. Sen. Jim Exon introduced the 
Communications Decency Act while holding a copy of a Wash-
ington Post article that warned of pedophiles lurking on the 'net 
in search of children to exploit. His shortsighted response to 
the alarmist article was to propose to hold Internet providers 
rigidly responsible for the content of the private e-mail trans-

mitted through their systems. 

On i n i n n W This is both needless and im-
Jr & possible to regulate effectively. 

O Already major providers of 
A y T 2- Internet access to the general pub-

Br lie like America OnLine, 
Compuserve and GEnie offer al-

ternatives to parents that allow them to limit their children's 
access to possibly obscene material. Other Internet providers 
could and would provide similar controls for parents if users 
requested them. 

The threat which the bill poses to the existence of the 
Internet is very real. Requiring the contents of Internet mes-
sages to be censored could force access providers to censor 
the messages themselves. More importantly, the passage of 
Senate Bill 314 would make Internet providers liable for the 
contents of messages transmitted. The threat of lawsuits could 
make it too dangerous for most carriers, including Rice, to 
continue providing service. The Internet as a worldwide 
communications and research resource will be reduced to a 
mere shell, useless for lack of participation and access. 
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Peer respect punishes dishonesty 
Honor among students provides justice where Honor System leaves off 
To the editor: 

This letter is a follow-up of the 
one published in the March 3 
Thresher written by Wes Kern, a 
graduate student in the Jones School 
of Administration. 

Mr. Kern expressed concern over 
a recent decision by the Honor Coun-
cil in a case involving alleged cheat-
ing by one of the business school 
students. Mr. Kern's concerns were 
not only with this particular incident 
but with the effects of this decision 
on the reputation and respect of the 
graduates of the Jones School. 

THE EDITOR 

Letters 

How can an institution insure co-
operative (non-cheating) behavior 
among its members? In his letter, 
Mr. Kern suggests that the Honor 
Code at Rice does not produce this 
outcome. He says that the system 
has broken down and suggests that 
it is in need of significant repair. 

My letter argues that in a small 
environment like the Jones School, 
cheating (and similar Honor Code 

offenses) will be minimized despite 
the decisions (however right or 
wrong) of the council. 

One can appeal to basic deonto-
logical moral values of fairness and 
justice to elicit cooperative behav-
ior. This appeal works for the vast 
majority of students; most would not 
cheat even in the absence of an 
Honor Code. But some individuals 
might choose to cheat, particularly 
when the incentives for doing so are 
high (e.g., high grades might result 
in good jobs). 

For these individuals, the per-
sonal benefits of cheating outweigh 
the costs, and they will act accord-
ingly. 

Basic game theory might be ap-
plied to this situation. Some might 
find the example above analogous to 
a prisoner's dilemma (PD) game. 

The PD game involves two iso-
lated (non-communicating) players, 
say prisoners charged with a crime, 
who can choose to cooperate with 
each other by remaining silent or 
defect by ratting on the other. For 
each player, defection has a higher 
payoff (lighter sentence) than coop-
erating, although if both cooperate, 
the social good will be the highest 
(such as release for both). In this 
situation, because defection pro-

duces higher individual rewards than 
cooperating, it will be pursued most 
often. 

But the prisoner 's dilemma 
makes certain assumptions that are 
unrealistic in the setting of the Jones 

6 [T]he close ties [of the 

business school students] 

.... promote and reward 

honesty and integrity. 9 

School (and many other settings). 
First, as seen above, the PD game 

assumes that there is no communi-
cation between the players. In a rela-
tively small group such as the busi-
ness school, with roughly 100 stu-
dents per class, there are tight rela-
tionships and high levels of commu-
nication between students. 

Secondly, the PD game is a one-
stage game; there is one round, pay-
offs are made, and the game is dis-
banded. 

SEE HONOR, PAGE 3 

Student has no right to sue Rice, campos 
To the editor: 

This is a strange society in which 
we live. Imagine earning almost half 
a million dollars for being a clutz and 
spilling hot coffee on yourself. I 
should be a billionaire by now! 

It seemed ridiculous a year ago 
before a customer sued McDonalds' 
after she spilled some coffee and 
burned herself, claiming the coffee 
was too hot and should have had a 
warning sign on it. 

Sure, McDonalds' paid the half 
million dollars, but they can easily 
raise the price of coffee and pass this 
extra cost on to us, the customers. 

Now imagine trying to earn $2 
million by getting drunk and hitting 
a campus police officer. What a coun-
try! 

I might be less critical if I hadn't 
seen the whole incident personally. 

I saw an underage drinker, com-
pletely wasted, hit the campus po-
lice officer in the face and then con-
tinue to struggle after being appre-
hended. 

Peter Marketos, although his 
slurred speech was almost incom-
prehensible, continuously yelled and 
fought to break free of the officer's 
grasp as the officer and his friends 
attempted to calm him down. Why 
does this behavior merit $2 million? 

Maybe the alcohol he was drink-
ing should have had a label on it: 
"Warning! Consuming this bever-
age may cause drunkenness and vio-
lent behavior." * 

I am not outraged solely because 
I think this lawsuit is ridiculous and 
a cheap attempt to win some money; 
I am also concerned that" if Mr. 
Marketos actually wins this case, 
the cost could be passed on to stu-
dents in the form of higher tuition in 
the future, which almost everyone 
agrees would be detrimental to the 
university. 

when Americans are demanding 
more individual responsibility, so 
how can we reward completely irre-
sponsible behavior? 

Mark Ambler 
Baker '94 

6 [T] his lawsuit will 

make the administration 

stricter about alcohol on 

campus. ... * 

Finally, just the threat of this law-
suit will make the administration 
stricter about alcohol on campus, 
even to the point of banning it alto-
gether. 

This would be a tragic blow to 
social life at Rice and destroy part of 
Rice's unique character. 

One thing I enjoyed at Rice was 
the Alcohol Policy and the rights 
and responsibilities that it allowed 
students. 

I hope that Rice fights this law-
suit and then sues Mr. Marketos for 
the legal fees. We now live in a time 

MM RITE... 
Short letters <200 words or 

less) may be sent in by 
E-MAIL: 

vivekrao@owlnetrice.edu 
or . 

lingj|@owltiet.rice.edu 

CAMPUS MAIL: 
Thresher 

% 

, Longer letters should 
be submitted on a Macintosh 
disk in the Microsoft Word -
format Include a paper copy. 

Deadline for all letters is 
5 p.m. on Monday 

All letters must include 
your name, college, 

year of graduation and 
phone number (names 

may be withheld by 
request in special 
circumstances). 

mailto:vivekrao@owlnetrice.edu
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Affirmative action involves more intricate factors than just race 
To the editor: 

Is a policy of affirmative action 
good or bad? It depends. It depends 
on which of the more than 160 types 
of policy that bear this name is being 
discussed. And, for any type — mu-
nicipal contracts, for example — it 
may depend on how well a particular 
program in a particular city or insti-
tution is run. 

Consider, for example, a police 
department in a small southern city 
that is sued for discrimination 
against blacks. The facts established 
in court are that the city has never 
hired a black police officer in the 
twentieth century, even though 
many qualified blacks have applied; 
and that consequently the police 
force is all-white in a city that is 35 
percent black. The court, as a rem-
edy, requires that 35 percent of new 
hires annually be black until at least 
30 percent of the force consists of 
black police officers, assuming that 
a sufficient number of qualified 
blacks apply in a given year. Most 
reasonable people would find such a 
remedy to be fair and necessary. 
Focusing only on the short term, 
however, some local whites might 

mistakenly perceive the policy as 
unfair. 

On the other hand, suppose that 
in a municipal set-aside program it is 
revealed that contracts go to black 
and women "contractors" who are 
simply fronts for white contractors. 
Reason dictates that such a program 
should be radically revised or abol-
ished, whatever the reason for its 
establishment. 

The interesting problem is what 
to do about the vast majority of cases 
that fall between these two extremes. 
This is a complex question and, in 
my view, it cannot be answered with-
out a careful and objective examina-
tion of affirmative action programs 
and their results on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Unfortunately, the critics of affir-
mative action who have written so 
excitedly in the Thresher over the 
last few weeks do not seem to appre-
ciate this complexity. They take a 
good many pot shots at affirmative 
action "in general." This approach is 
about as helpful as criticizing the 
shooting of guns in general, without 
distinguishing among guns that are 
aimed at a paper target, a rattlesnake 

coiled to strike or someone who 
looks at you the wrong way. The 
critics would do themselves and the 
Rice community a service by focus-
ing on particular programs, examin-
ing the facts pertaining to them and 
making their case on the basis of 
those facts. 

' Yet none was admitted 

who ... was unequipped 

to do Rice-level work. 

None was admitted 

under a quota. 9 

Take the case of Rice's affirma-
tive action policy on undergraduate 
admission. As chair of the Commit-
tee on Admission, I believe that it is 
a model of a rational and fair policy. 
It has been in place for a number of 
years and has led to the recruitment 
and graduation of a number of out-

Safely a major concern at Beer Bike '95 
To die editor: 

I f s here! Beer Bike '95! For 
freshmen and transfers, this is 
the chance to experience what 
has become synonymous with 
Rice University in the college 
guides. For upperclassmen and 
alumni, it's a day of fun and excite-
ment anticipated since last year's 
Beer Bike. 

Yes, Beer Bike has tradition-
ally been one of the most spirited, 
exciting days of the school year, 
and Beer Bike '95 will be no differ-
ent. 
. With Beer Bike only a day 

away, we would like to inform you 
of a few things to help you plan 
ahead for a safe and fun day. 

Beer Bike will begin at noon 
with the parade in the Inner Loop. 
The Alumni Race will begin at 
1:30 and the Women's and Men's 
races will begin approximately 20 
minutes after the ind of the pre-
ceding race. 

Should the weather bfecome a 
problem, we will hold a special 
race, Beer Trike, and the official 
race will be postponed until Sun-
day. If weather continues to be a 
problem, the results of BeerTrike 
will stand. Safety will be our ma-
jor concern tomorrow, so here 
are# few rules to keejp in mind. 

First, to allow the ambulance 
better access, and also to protect 
the riders from obstacles, no ve-
hicles will be allowed in the West 

Stadium Lot during the races. 
In addition, no one will be al-

lowed to cross the track while the 
race is in progress. Remember, the 
race will continue until the last rider 
crosses the finish line. 

When this happens, an air horn 
will be sounded as an "all clear" sign. 
Do not cross the track before the all 
clear has sounded! Violating this rule 
is grounds for disqualifying your 
team. 

'Security has been 
increased for this year's 
event and the Alcohol 
Polity will be strictly 

enforced. * 

One of the changes we have made 
this year is using color-coded wrist-
bands. Only team members will re-
ceive these bands and those without 
wristbands will not be allowed in the 
pit area. This will be enforced with 
monetary fines in order to eliminate 
confusion in the pit and make the pit 

Concessions will be offered again 
this ypar. Beer, Mr. Gatti's pizza, hot 
dogs and soft drinks will be sold for 

$1.00 each. Fitzgerald's will be 
handling beer sales and the Alco-
hol Policy will be in full force, so 
remember to bring a validtlriver's * 
license. 

Both Texas law and the Alco-
hol Policy require that no outside 
alcohol be allowed on the pre-
mises during the event, and no 
alcohol will be allowed in the pa-
rade. In addition, no one may leave 
the premises with beer. Security 
has been increased for this year's 
event and the Alcohol Policy will 
be strictly enforced. 

One last request'Please throw 
your trash in the trash cans which 
are conveniently located every-
where. We have added, also for 
your convenience, port-o-potties: 
four inside the track and four be-
hind the stands. The stadium will 
also be open with additional facili-
ties. 

Followthe rules above and you 
will make things more enjoyable 
for everyone. So be safe, have fun 
and make plans to go to Rondelet 
afterwards. We hope you have a 
great day tomorrow! 

Scott Brasher 
Jones '95 

William Hsieh 
Hanszen '95 
Kim Hunter 

Jones '95 
Beer Bike '95 Coordinators 

standing African American and 
Mexican American students who 
have gone on to distinguish them-
selves in many different fields of 
endeavor. 

It has also led in some years to an 
increase in the enrollment of women 
and economically and physically dis-
advantaged students who are pre-
dominantly white. Some but cer-
tainly not all students in each of 
these categories would have not 
been admitted if we had focused 
narrowly on quantitative measures 
of academic ability. Yet none was 
admitted who, in the judgment of 
those voting to admit, was un-
equipped to do Rice-level work. None 
was admitted under a quota. 

Because I described the basic 
mechanics of Rice's affirmative ac-
tion program a few years back in the 
Thresher and later in a national maga-
zine, I will not repeat the facts here. 
However, I have put three copies of 
my article on reserve at the library, 
and I urge anyone interested to read 
it and communicate their views on 
the subject to me. I welcome a dia-
logue on this issue. 

A major reason we have an affir-
mative action program is that for the 
first 53 years of Rice's existence, 
African Americans were refused 
admission by the university charter. 
During the same period, hardly any 
Mexican Americans were admitted. 
Like blacks, Anglos relegated them 
to the status of an inferior caste dur-
ing the Jim Crow era. The shameful 
exclusion of these two groups from 

Anglo educational institutions at ev-
ery grade level for generations par-
tially explains the difficulties they 
still face. (Moreover, careful re-
search demonstrates continuing 
widespread discrimination in numer-
ous areas of life against African 
Americans, Mexican Americans, and 

' The critics would do 
themselves and the Rice 
community a service by 
focusing on particular 

programs, examining the 
facts. ... * 

women.) Many members of the Rice 
community believe we have a moral 
obligation, at least for a while longer, 
to help compensate for the effects of 
our university's past discrimination. 

Anyone familiar with Rice's ad-
mission policy knows that there are 
several kinds of preference not re-
lated to academic ability accorded 
some applicants — preferences put 
in place long before women and eth-
nic minorities were given special 
consideration. Among the beneficia-
ries of preferences are ROTC stu-

SEE POLICY, PAGE 4 

Honor 
FROM PAGE 2 

This does not seem to be consis-
tent with the reality of the Jones 
School. This class of 100 students 
has hundreds of interactions; at Rice, 
they attend five or six classes per 
semester and work on many class 
projects in groups, and outside of 
Rice they interact as well. 

Therefore, the "game" does not 
end following round 1. Tomorrow, 
the students return for another 
round. 

The reality is modelled more 
closely with a multiple-stage (itera-
tive) game. 

But unlike the PD game, the most 
successful strategy in the multiple-
stage game is cooperation, not de-
fection. This has been empirically 
verified in economic experiments 
and is widely reported in the litera-
ture. For example, R.H. Frank, T. 
Gilovich and D.T. Regan wrote in 
"Does Studying Economics Inhibit 
Cooperation?" (Journal of Economic 
Perspectives (1993)) 

If people are free to interact 
with others of their own choos-
ing, and if there are cues that 
distinguish cooperators from 

defectors, then cooperators will 
interact selectively with one 
another and earn higher pay-
offs than defectors. ... [T]he 
direct pursuit of material self-
interest may indeed be self-de-
feating. (p. 170) 

So I would tell Mr. Kern not to 
lament his wo^f rom the re.cent.rul-
ing 'by the Honor Council because 
academic (and business~) ihtet&dtibrt 
is a repeated game. 

My guess is that if two identical 
business contracts are presented to 
a graduate of the Jones School Class 
of 1995, one from Mr. Kern (with a 
reputation of cooperating), and the 
other from a disreputable student 
(say StudentX), Mr. Kern's contract 
will consistently be accepted by his 
peers and Student X's will consis-
tently be refused. 

So while the Honor Council may 
or may not punish dishonest indi-
viduals, the close ties and repeated 
interactions of the business school 
students promote and reward hon-
esty and integrity. 

Dr. Doug Schuler 
Assistant Professor of 

Management 
Jones Graduate School of 

Administration 

Affirmative action should promote diversity, not color-blindness 
To the editor: 

I have been closely following the 
arguments for and against affirma-
tive action and have a few observa-
tions: I have seen common use of 
the terms "affirmative action" and 
"quotas" interchangeably and lack 
of discussion of the advantages of 
diversity. 

Affirmative action is the choice of 
a minority candidate over a majority 
candidate when all else is equal. 
Quotas are legal requirements to 
hire a specified number of minori-
ties per year. Both have the goal of 
integrating the workplace and uni-
versities but are drastically different 
means. Therefore, objecting to one 
does not imply objecting to the other. 

The absence of diversity in both 
sides of the argument, however, was 
a more disturbing flaw. Diversity is 
the goal, not color-blindness. Color-
blindness is lying, and immediately 
attaches a stigma to color which 
should not exist. 

Consider a child — a white child 
who has never seen a black person 

says, "Hey Mom, that guy's all 
brown!" with no bad intentions. But 
the adult response is inevitably, 
"Shh. Don't say that," which imme-
diately tells the child there is some-
thing wrong with color. 

6 Affirmative action is 

a recognition that 

prejudices exist and is a 

means of preventing 

them from guiding our 

actions. * 

This is not to say that there is any 
intrinsic value in color, but we must 
recognize that diversity is valuable 
and that there are some experiences 
which, as different as many whites 

are, are exclusive to minority groups. 
The first and simplest of these is 

being a minority. Very few whites 
have ever been in the minority and 
take that for granted. I have had a 
short opportunity to be in a room full 
of black peers watching HBO's "Def 
Comedy Jam." 

These were all new friends of 
mine, people I respected but did not 
know very well. The fact that these 
were my peers is important because 
it was not a situation I Was used to 
being strained. It was an enlighten-
ing experience that I value. 

One does not realize how it feels 
to be different against your will until 
it happens. Many people have said 
in passing that they know racism 
still occurs, but I don't think many 
truly believe it. 

It is so much more subtle now, 
and probably not even seen as rac-
ism to the offender. It begins with 
failed attempts at color-blindness and 
extends into institutional racism — 
the blameless, vicious circle of mi-
norities getting pushed further away 

from social opportunities. 
The goal is not to get rid of preju-

dice; that is impossible. 
The goal is recognizing preju-

dices and insuring against acting on 
them. 

6 Diversity is the goal, 

not color-blindness. 

- Color-blindness is 

lying. ... 

Affirmative action is a recogni-
tion that prejudices exist and is a 
means of preventing them from guid-
ing our actions. 

Academics has been the general 
excuse for eliminating affirmative 
action, but that discounts the need 
for diversity in the workplace and 

university. I would probably not have 
been accepted to Rice if it had not 
been for a form of affirmative ac-
tion—the school of architecture. 

My academic record was not as 
strong as those of others from my 
high school who were rejected, but 
I had experiences that were seen as 
valuable for the school of architec-
ture and valuable to the university 
as a whole. 

I realize that this is not quite the 
same, but it points out that the 
university'§,goal should be a diverse 
student body of some academically 
inclined, some more socially aware, 
some artistic, some dreamers. 

Race in today's society does im-
ply something about the individual 
— majority or minority. 

Obviously/riot everybody's racial 
experiences are the same, and that 
is precisely why we need people with 
various race experiences—t o teach 
eich other. 

Adrian Crowne 
Hanszen ' 96 
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Beer, sex, profs, cheap meals — what I learned in college 
D U R I N G THOSE moments 

of repose when I am not working on 
the magnum opus which will be-
come a thesis in the near future, I 
find myself contemplating my colle-
giate career in its entirety. 

Out of seven years of wisdom 
and folly I have very nearly emerged, 
from which I will distill some advice 
for those who may be 
seeking insight. 

Naturally, I offer 
this for your consump-
tion with the standard 
disclaimer: should you 
follow my instructions 
I refuse to be liable as 
they may result in 
brain damage, injury, 
death and/or really 
low grades. 

Do not try this at home without 
adult supervision. 

Apply to skin; do not take inter-
nally. 

Never use a Slinky™ in a moving 
vehicle (honestly, this admonition 
is printed on the back of the pack-
age). 

And even if you do sue me, 1 have 
no money, so nyah. 

Therefore, without further ado, 
here is the complete and final list 
(for this week anyway) of what I 
learned in college. 

J Y M 

SCHWARTZ 

Lectures are better than books regret it. 

because professors will answer stu-
pid and irrelevant questions.., often 
with great patience. 
• Drugs will not make you an inter-
esting person, but they can be edu-
cational. 
• Although the people who talk a 
lot may know something, the quiet 
people know more. 

• I n d i v i d u a l i t y 
comes from a unique 
perception of yourself 
and the world around 
you, not your ward-
robe. 
• Practice excess 
to discover your limits 
and moderation to 
maintain your sanity. 
• Feel free to do 
questionable things, 

so long as you are informed. 
• Always smile and be courteous to 
people in administrative positions, 
as this will greatly incline them to 
make your life easier. 
• Violence rarely settles problems 
between people, but frequently 
settles problems between a person 
and an inanimate object. 
• If the professor wrote the book 
for a class, you need only buy the 
book and read it or attend the lec-
tures, but not both. 
• No matter whom you sleep with 
your frosh year, you will most likely 

• Sex drives everything in Arts, al-
most everything in Letters and noth-
ing in Sciences (with the notable 
exception of Biology). 
• With regard to gastrointestinal 
health, there is a limit to how cheap 
a meal should be. 
• The system of exchange used at 

Sex drives everything 

in Arts, almost 

everything in Letters 

and nothing in Sciences 

(with the notable 

exception of Biology). 9 

Mardi Gras will not be honored at 
any other time or place. 
• Essay questions test 50 percent 
knowledge and 50 percent 
bullshitting skills. 
• Multiple choice quizzes test 75 
percent knowledge and 25 percent 
luck. 
• Oral examinations test 40 per-
cent knowledge and 60 percent 
huevos fahrvegnugen. 

• If you're willing to spend some 
money, beer does not have to taste 
like horse piss. 
• If you're not, the absolute cheap-
est alcohol is Monate Beer Powder 
("Make It Today, Drink It Tomor-
row"), available at fine stores in 
Botswana. 

From a testimonial I received in 
the mail: "It costs about 90 C U.S. and 
it makes five liters of the nastiest, 
foulest, piss in your eye, slap your 
mother swill you've ever had the 
pleasure to toss down your gullet. 
It's comparable to getting some very 
watery oatmeal, putting in half a cup 
of vinegar, warming it up and chuck-
ing it down. 

The beauty of it is, you just pour 
the powder in a bucket, pick out the 
bugs, pour in five liters of hot water, 
wait 24-36 hours and you're goin' 
native." (I'll let you know next week 
if he goes blind.) 
• Professors are not impressed by 
your ability to surpass the maximum 
number of pages for a paper, espe-
cially if there's more than 15 people 
in the class. 
• No matter how hard you study a 
foreign language, the moment you 
step off a plane in another country 
you will immediately meet a native 
who speaks impeccable English. 
• Academic achievements are 
great; connections are even better. 
• Unless you are willing to pay with 

your GPA, do not trifle with a ques-
tionable professor's sense of humor. 
• Never, ever, under any circum-
stances, attempt to sled on a bottle of 
Maddog 20/20. 
• "Scooby Doo" was one of the most 
subversive cartoons ever to be 
shown on national TV. 
• Our true insignificance can only 
understood from a geologic and/or 

' On the whole, too 

many people take 

themselves too seriously. 

astronomic perspective. 
• Based on empirical evidence col-
lected by close associates, nutmeg 
does squat. 
• On the whole, too many people 
take themselves too seriously. 

Tempora Bona Volvant and keep 
in mind that even the late Richard 
Milhouse Nixon once got caught 
picking his nose. 

Jym Schwartz is a third-year graduate 
student in the Department of Geology 
and Geophysics. 

Public humanitarian displays by Hollywood often superficial, fake 
O N MONDAY, MARCH 27, 

Hollywood's big-screen actors and 
actresses will assemble for their 
industry's annual awards gala of self-
indulgence, self-congratulation and 
— for the losers — self-pity. Yes, it is 
time for the Oscars once more, and 
this year they are being 
hosted by none other 
than the gap-toothed 
Yrtsg- oHat*r ntght him-
self, David Letterman. 

Dave is a funny, witty 
guy who is bound to 
keep the ceremony 
moving swiftly and to 
castigate shamelessly 
those celebrities whose 
acceptance speeches 
devolve into an endless 
litany of thank-you's to 
everyone from past 
baby-sitters and paper-
boys to their parents 
and their personal train-
ers — who, it should be 
noted, helped them lose 10 pounds 
so they could fit into their tuxes, 
dresses or, in Cher's case, see-
through sheets and thongs. 

One thing Dave will probably not 
be able to do, however, is to mold 
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the celebrities who clutch their Os-
cars to their chests in emotional, 
orgasmic spasms of triumph into 
smarter, more thoughtful people as 
they mix political commentary about 
their pet causes with their thank-
you's. 

No matter how 
many times Dave's 
dry wit takes aim at 
their gaudy glitz, pre-
tentiousness, and 
their style-over-sub-
stance attitude, the 
assembled stars will 
laugh tamely in a jo-
vial spirit of self-dep-
recation — never 
fully stopping to ex-
plore a thought that 
must lie at the heart 
of their collective 
subconsciousness: 
"Hey, in reality, our 
business is one in 
which image truly is 

everything. It's a great business; it's 
very lucrative and the fame is great. 

Unfortunately style, not sub-
stance, counts for everything. In that 
case, will anyone ever take me seri-
ously outside Hollywood? What sub-
stantive good will I leave behind at 
the end of my career?" 

This thought, when it occasion-
ally does crawl out of many actors' 
subconsciousnesses, does not 
bother them one bit. They know that 
they are simply entertainers who 
play roles and do their part to give 
their audiences some measure of 
satisfaction and escape from the 
drudgery of everyday life. For them, 
this task is fulfilling in and of itself. 

For many others, however, it is 
not. The thought disturbs them ter-
ribly, so they decide that they will 
make the world take them seriously. 
They will make a difference in the 
real world by using their fame as a 
platform on which to promote some 
favored cause, to campaign for a 
favored candidate or to speak out on 
a hot political issue. 

The first problem with this course 
of action, unfortunately, is that ac-
tors and actresses, filled with a de-
sire to be taken seriously and ex-
press their pent-up compassion, 
rarely stop to think too much about 
the causes which they go out and 
support. After they make their occa-
sional foray into the real world to 
speak out about such-and-such 
causes, they always return to their 
superficial Hollywood world — a 
world in which all issues and con-
flicts, according to most box-office 

blockbusters, merely involve a 
struggle between the forces of good 
and evil. 

Good can win, but only if its sup-
porters have enough compassion 
and put forth enough effort. When 
actors look for causes to support, 
they see the world from such a per-
spective. They see images of pollu-
tion, so they label environmentalists 
as good guys and businessmen as 
bad guys. 

They see images of poor workers 
scraping to get by, so they label 
liberals who wish to raise the mini-
mum wage as good people and con-
servatives who oppose it as mean-
spirited. m 

They see homeless people on the 
streets, are abhorred by these im-
ages and then listen contentedly as 
"good" homeless advocates tell them 
how the epidemic of homelessness 
represents the failure of a flawed 
capitalist system. 

Images compel actors and ac-
tresses to speak out, but not too 
think. Having graduated from the 
Andre Agassi School of Philosophy 
of Image is Everything, they are too 
easily swayed by superficialities and 
unwilling to consider the arguments 
of the opponents of their favored 
causes — causes that fail in Holly-
wood because, no matter how right 
they may be — cannot generate im-
agery powerful enough to counter 
the images that engulf actors' and 
actresses' minds. 

It is hard to make actors envision 
the millions of jobs that have been 
lost due to excessive environmental 
regulations or the millions of people 
who would have had jobs had not 
the minimum wage made it too ex-
pensive to hire and train them for 
higher paying jobs. 

It is also hard to make actors see 
all the units of low-cost housing that 
might have been built had it not 
been for zoning restriction and envi-
ronmental regulations, which drive 
up the price of housing, and liberal 
rent control policies that have turned 
low-cost housing units into decayed, 
abandoned buildings. 

The second problem with actors 
needing to express their compas-
sion, be taken seriously and make a 
real difference in the world is that 
they sometimes express compassion 
for its own sake without really think-
ing about the causes they join or 
speak for. 

This leads to some instances of 
blatant hypocrisy. Take, for example, 
Tom Cruise, who spoke at an Earth 
Day gathering a few years ago in 

which he bashed big business for 
polluting. 

This message rings hollow com-
ing from a man who demolished 35 
cars and ran over a flock of sea gulls 
in a stock car during the filming of 
Days of Thunder. 

6 [Actors] sometimes 

express compassion for 

its own sake without 

really thinking about the 

causes they join or speak 

for. ' 

Of course, compassion for its own 
sake also leads to some instances of 
blatant stupidity as well. The follow-
ing anecdote, as told by Andrew 
Ferguson in a recent issue of Na-
tional Review, provides a case in 
point: "Several years ago, a plane-
load of stars was flown in for a pro-
abortion march on the Washington 
Mall, and when they disembarked, a 

publicist brought me over to inter-
view a gorgeous TV starlet. I asked 
her the usual question about why 
she was here, expecting the usual 
invocation of 'back-alley abortions' 
and coat hangers. She gave an empty 
glance to the PR guy, who nodded 
encouragement. *Well,' she said,' I 
wanted to join the march because of 
my commitment to all human life. 

"All life is sacred, even the life of 
the un-...' Gorgeous or not, this one 
had been badly briefed! The publi-
cist whisked her away in mid-sen-
tence to a corner of the press tent, 
where he gesticulated wildly. When 
she and I spoke later she had got 
with the program. She talked about 
coat hangers with the confidence of 
a hat-check girl." 

Oh God, let us all hope that Mr. 
Letterman keeps the acceptance 
speeches short and devoid of preach-
ing about actors' pet causes. Let us 
pray he reminds them to accept their 
awards with grace and to leave the 
political pedagogy to more thought-
ful souls. If he does not succeed, he 
will at least be able to replay por-
tions of the ceremony on a new seg-
ment of his show: Stupid Movie Star 
Tricks. 

Bert Gall is a Lovett College senior. 

Policy 
FROM PAGE 3 

dents, scholarship athletes, close 
relatives of alumni and currently 
enrolled students, and the children 
of faculty and staff. Every one of the 
aforementioned categories of ben-
eficiaries is predominantly white, 
and some categories are predomi-
nantly male. 

While these preferences, like 
those for African Americans and 
Mexican Americans, can be justified 
in terms of some larger university 
goal, they are in the broadest sense 
discriminatory. 

They involve choosing one appli-
cant over another who in some cases 
is somewhat more academically 
qualified, at least as a high school 
senior, in order to serve a larger 
university goal. 

Finally, it must be said that the 
process of admitting students to Rice 
is far more complicated than most 
people suppose. 

A majority of the 8,000 or so appli-
cants each year could do well here if 
admitted. 

We want students who will do 
well in the classroom, and thus we 

always take SAT scores and high 
school grades into consideration, 
although we do not believe they are 
infallible predictors of classroom 
success at Rice. 

We also want students who will 
contribute to the intellectual and 
social atmosphere on campus. 

We want the student body to have 
diverse political and philosophical 
views. We want them to bring vastly 
different life experiences. 

We want some students, at least, 
who will write for the Thresher, par-
ticipate in the Rice Players, march 
with the MOB, join various campus 
organizations, provide leadership in 
student government, and—God will-
ing — make us laugh sometimes 
when we are about to cry. 

Getting just the right mix of such 
students is always a challenge. My 
own perception is that the Admis-
sion Office succeeds far more often 
in this task than it fails. One reason 
for this is that it acts "affirmatively" 
on many different fronts, rather than 
resorting to a mechanical bean-
counting exercise. 

Chandler Davidson 
Chair, 

Committee on Admission 
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For many university students, and prob-
ably not a few professors, punching out of a 
busy work day to cruise the serene silence of 
personal e-mail, public newsgroups and digi-
tal archives is a new, but valued, pleasure. And 
we expect these moments to be as private as 
they are solitary. 

After all, the Communications Privacy Act 
of 1986 protects us from any unnecessary 
interception of our e-mail and provides severe 

sanctions against anyone 
NEWS wh° divulges communica-

tions we expect to be pri-
Analysis vate, right? So why is much 

of the Internet community 
up in arms, brandishing a copy of the First 
Amendment and a national petition with more 
than 107,000 names? 

It is called the Communications Decency 
Act of 1995, and if two U.S. senators from the 
states of Washington and Nevada have their 
way in the next few weeks, it will change not 
only our expectations of privacy in computer 
communications but may end the burgeoning 
new industry of recreational computer net-
working all together. 

The Communications Decency Act of 1995, 
also called the Exon Amendment after its co-
sponsor, Sen. Jim Exon, D-Neb., is a small 
seven-page rider on the Communications Act 
of 1994. Most legislators agree that the larger 
Act, which is designed to modernize the Com-
munications Act of 1934, is needed. The 1934 
Act was designed to deal strictly with tele-
phones and cannot account for much of today's 
telecommunications industry. 

But when it comes to the Exon Amend-
ment, the controversy begins. 

"Sadly, there is a dark side to the bright 
flicker of the computer screen. The explosion 
of technology also threatens an explosion of 
misuse..." Exon said when he introduced the 
bill to the Senate on Feb. 1. 

"The information superhighway should not 
become a 'red light' district. ... Once [the Act 
is] passed, our children and families will be 
better protected from those who would elec-
tronically cruise the digital world to engage 
children in inappropriate communications and 
introductions. The Decency Act will also clearly 
protect citizens from 'electronic stalking' and 
protect the sanctuary of the home from unin-
vited indecencies..." he said. 

In support of his bill, Exon held forward an 
article from the Washington Post which he 
said warned "parents about the dangers of 
pedophiles who use computers to lure chil-
dren." 

The amendment explicitly causes anyone 
who "makes, transmits, or otherwise makes 
available any comment, request, suggestion, 
proposal, image or other communication" that 
is "lewd or obscene" using any "telecommuni-
cations device" criminally liable for a possible 
$100,000 fine and up to two years in prison. 

While the bill will probably exclude compa-
nies with common-carrier status, like tele-
phone companies, it squarely hits Internet 
providers who use any form of telecommuni-
cations to distribute information. 

The amendment was marked up by the 
Senate Commerce Committee yesterday, and 
will eventually be brought before the full Sen-
ate. A similar bill, H.R. 1004, was introduced to 
the House on Feb. 21 by Sen. Timothy J ohnson 
of South Dakota and is being reviewed by the 
House Commerce and House Judiciary Com-
mittees. 

'In the direction of Big Brother' 
The problem with these bills is that despite 

the overt intent, no one knows what will really 
happen if they are passed. 

"[Sjhould S. 314 be introduced into law, 
using the current drafted language, there ex-
ists the potential that the free and open Internet 
communications structure that we are now 
accustomed to will cease to exist," said Chris 
Sonneborn, a Rice graduate student in me-
chanical engineering and material science who 
has watched this issue closely and posted 
updates about the bill's progress on a 
newsgroups for Rice graduate students. 

"What this [Act] implies is that service 
providers for the Internet will have no com-
mon carrier status and may be prosecuted for 
the actions of their users.... While this may be 
acceptable for files placed in locations for 
access by the public domain, surely our gov-
ernment does not really expect providers to 

Censoring 
the Inlernel 

Some members of Congress want to 
make transmitting "lewd or obscene" 
images on the Internet illegal. But if 
they are successful, how far will it go? 

by Kraettli Epperson 

P 

The Internet or the Senate? 

screen all private discourse carried out on 
their site. However, as you can see from the 
wording above, this is exactly what will be 
required of them," Sonneborn said. 

Almost every posting to a Rice newsgroup 
about the issue has been strongly against the 
legislation, while everyone willing to com-
ment on it by e-mail attacked the legislation. 

Nathaniel Mcintosh, a graduate student in 
computer science, has a similar outlook on the 
bill. "It's anyone's guess as to what would 
happen if the Exon bill became law. I can think 
of all sorts of scenarios, none of them very 
palatable. It all depends on how the communi-
cations companies reacted to the bill," he said. 

"[T]he question becomes one of whether 
the burden of screening for obscene materials 
falls on the communications provider or 
whether it falls on the customer/end-user. As 
with the phone companies, I don't think it 
would be practical for the communications 
providers to screen transmitted data—it would 
slow things down way too much, and I doubt 
that any sort of reliable system could be con-
cocted," he said. 

Taking a slightly more sinister perspec-
tive, Philip Moore, a graduate student in the 
Political Science Department, worries that 
government communications monitoring will 

expand from obscenity controls into political 
policing. 

"It is disturbing to think that a bureaucrat 
somewhere would gain access to communica-
tions between political scientists designing 
systems to eliminate civil-service jobs or be-
tween market analysts discussing confiden-
tial investment strategies under the guise of 
checking for illicit material. 

For a Congress claiming 'personal responsi-
bility' as their rallying cry, this seems like a 
large step in the direction of 'big brother,' " 
says Moore, who specializes in U.S. legisla-
tive politics. 

Sonneborn, Mcintosh and Moore are not 
alone in their confusion and bewilderment as 
to how this bill will be practically enforced. 
The American Civil Liberties Union, the Elec-
tronic Frontiers Foundation, the Electronic 
Messaging Association and the Center for 
Democracy and Technology, national com-
munications regulation watchdog groups, have 
released warnings that come to conclusions 
similar to those of the Rice students. 

The March 23 ACLU news release on the' 
issue stated, "The Exon proposal would se-
verely restrict the flow of on-line information 
by requiring service providers to act as private 
censors of e-mail messages, public forums, 

mailing lists, and archives to avoid criminal 
liability. The ACLU believes that on-line users 
should be the only censors of the content of 
the information they receive. 

A national Internet petition against the 
House bill started by activists David Hayes, 
Jon Noring and Christopher Frankonis gar-
nered more than 107,000 names before being 
sent to Sen. Larry Pressler, chair of the Senate 
Commerce Committee. 

How will this affect Rice? 
While groups and individuals continue to 

speculate on the likely consequences of this 
legislation for network policing, there is a 
consensus on the likely scenario for univer-
sity Internet providers like Rice. 

"What this means is that places like Rice 
and other institutions will have to eliminate or 
severely restrict off-campus access," 
Sonneborn said. 

"This includes ftp, telnet, e-mail etc. This is 
where the influence will be felt by students on 
this campus. For example, there are a great 
number of job-search oriented WWW [World 
Wide Web] pages available on the Internet, 
which I am using to assist in my career search. 

However, under the threat of potential pros-
ecution under the new law, should a young 
freshman student access a page containing 
'offensive' material, the university will prob-

7/ zuould very likely mean that 

Internet access would vanish 

for all but those folks who really 

need it.' 
—Nathaniel Mcintosh 

Rice graduate student 

ably have to eliminate this form of off-campus 
access. 

"Also, there will probably have to be re-
strictions on most of the Usenet newsgroups, 
potentially affecting graduate students who 
conduct discussions with other researchers 
on some of these newsgroups," he said. 

Computer science graduate student Ervan 
Darnell sent a letter to his congressman, Ken 
Bentsen, about the issue. 

" [A] system administrator, who is acting as 
no more than a postman, now has liability 
because of the content accidentally comes to 
his attention. 

"The liability should remain with the 
malfeasant and not be transferred to innocent 
people in this way. Forcing them to be liable 
will have much more broader consequences 
beyond restricting pornography. It will make 
computer network services unavailable or 
unnecessarily expensive for all types of use," 
he said in his letter. 

Mcintosh emphasized the likely legal re-
percussions for all Internet providers." [T] here 
would be a sort of legal ' passing the buck' 
from the telecommunications companies on 
to their customers. By this I mean that ISPs 
[Internet Service Providers] and telecommu-
nications companies would be forced to re-
quire their customers to sign elaborate con-
tracts requiring the customers to refrain from 
transmitting indecent materials. 

"So, for example, Rice would sign an agree-
ment with Sesquinet saying that people at Rice 
will not use the net to transmit a dirty picture, 
and if someone does, this means that Sesquinet 
can sue Rice for breach of contract.... In other 
words, the lawyers have a field day. 

"Should this last scenario come to pass, 
however, it would very likely mean that Internet 
access would vanish for all but those folks who 
really need it. ... Off-campus e-mail and news 
access would be out of the questions for the 
student body at large — there would just be 
too much risk that a student would screw up," 
he said. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., is trying to pro-
pose alternatives to the bill. Although the 
senator's office was not prepared to comment 
on the bill, numerous suggestions have been 
made by concerned observers to narrow the 
bill's scope and remove liability from provid-
ers. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

911 gets lost on campus 
A Wiess College student called 

911 early Wednesday morning be-
cause his roommate complained of 
an irregular heartbeat . T h e only 
problem was since he had called 911 
instead of the Campus Police first, 
the ambulance took a longer time 
than normal making it to the college 
since it didn't have adequate build-
ing directions. 

To get to Wiess. the ambulance 
took Entrance #3 by Lovett instead 
of using #8, which is next to the 
Campus Police station, or #5, which 
leads to the Wiess /Hanszen lo t . 

C a m p u s Po l i ce Chief Mary 
Voswinkel said that if the student 
had called the Campos at 527-6000 
first, the afnbulance would have been 
given a police escort as well as more 
specific directions to the college 
because none of the buildings have 
very clear signs. 

Voswinkel said that though there 
aren't that many emergencies on 
campus requiring 911, that s tudents 
should think to call the Campus Po-
lice first to expedite the ambulance's 
arrival. 

The student was determined to 

need specific heart- medication but 
was not hurt, she said. 

In another separate incident, a 
jogger earlier Wednesday morning 
called the Campus Police after notic-
ing a man down around the hedges 
between Entrances #1 and #2. When 
the paramedics arrived, they found 
out the man had walked away from 
Ben Taub General Hospital because 
he was tired of waiting for medical 
t reatment . Since the paramedics 
could not force the man to return to 
Ben Taub, they had to let the man 
return to his residence north of cam-
pus. 

Faculty gets curriculum vote 
T h e University Council voted 

March 17 to give the faculty sole 
approval for undergraduate curricu-
lumchanges . 

Kraettli Epperson, one of the stu-
dent representatives, said, "It was 
very reasonably argued to me that 
faculty and students alone should 
have the initiative and the final say in 
curriculum." 

The council is still responsible 
for giving input to the Faculty Coun-
cil about the curriculum. 

Foundation 
FROM PAGE 1 

art history Professor Diane Dillon, 
English Professor David Minter, his-
tory Professor Carol Quillen and 
F r e n c h s t u d i e s P r o f e s s o r Dan 
Sherman. 

This course also deals with an 
aspect of Western civilization. "This 
course aims to introduce students to 
a range of ways in which the human 
person has been imagined, repre-
sented, and deployed in Western 
culture from late antiquity to the 
present," the proposal says. 

The designers of the course also 
want to develop better writing. "Fi-
nally, each of us believes that Rice 
now fails to ensure that its graduates 
can exp res s themse lves compe-
tently. We are all therefore commit-
ted to the teaching of writing in the 

context of a small discussion class," 
the proposal says. 

The designers also describe the 
course as providing "general educa-
tion." 

"We carry into the classroom the 
u rgency and excitement of real schol-
arly conversation," the proposal says. 

A third course, called "Introduc-
tion to Medieval Civilization," pro-
poses to deal with medieval studies. 
It was proposed by art history Pro-
fessor Linda Neagley and history 
Professor David Nirenberg. The 
years 1000-1492 would be discussed. 

"The point of this course, in short, 
is to study various forms of repre-
sentation and cultural production in 
relation both to one another and to 
the social, and political, and eco-
nomic forces which have more tradi-
tionally constituted the analytical 
province of historians," the proposal 
says. 

Students work to hold lapsed 
high school math tournament 
by Gabrielle Frandsen 

About 150 students from 13Texas 
high schools arrived at Rice on Sat-
urday for the Rice Mathematics 
Tournament, revived this year by 
Hanszen College sophomore Noah 
Rosenberg. 

The Rice Math Tournament had 
been a tradition at Rice since before 
1985. But in 1993 many of the files 
were destroyed by flooding in the 
Hanszen basement, and things were 
not re-organized in time for the 1994 
tournament. 

In October 1994, Rosenberg and 
Hanszen senior LeifSteinhour talked 
to Sarah Nelson Crawford, director 
of Student Activities, and requested 
the assistance of Dean of Admission 
Richard Stabell. 

They also obtained the faculty 
sponsorship of John Polking from 
the Math Department. 

In November, invitations were 
then sent out to Texas high schools. 

Rosenberg and Steinhour orga-
nized a team of 11 students, mostly 
freshmen and sophomores from all 
eight colleges, to write original ques-
tions from which to make the tests 
and to write up solution sheets. 

Two students on the committee, 
Baker College sophomore Paul Jung 
and Brown College freshman Rob-
ert Aguirre participated in the Rice 
Math T o u r n a m e n t du r ing h igh 
school. 

Hanszen sophomore Michael 
Wood, a member of the committee 
said, "Writing the questions was re-
ally enjoyable, because we were able 
to develop our own problem-solving 
creativity." 

The main effort was carried by 
R o s e n b e r g , J u n g , S t e i n h o u r , 
Aguirre, Baker sophomores Ron 
Dror and Kevin Foltz, Sid Richard-
son College sophomore Darren 
Glass, Will Rice College sophomore 
Christina Kao, Wiess College fresh-
man Randy Thompson, Hanszen 

RSVP Opportunities 
The March of Dimes WalkAmerica is Sunday, April 2. Be a member of the Rice team and help prevent 
birth defects. Because it is the 25th anniversary, they are asking each person to raise $25 to get a T-
shirt. If you want to help out but do not want to walk, there are other volunteer opportunities. Contact 
your representative for sign-up information. 

Interested in working with children who have Multiple Sclerosis? Camp Can Do runs from May 21-24. 
You will be paired with a camper, learn basic patient care, and increase your knowledge of MS. Contact 
Aileen Langston (665-1275) for an application. The deadline is Monday. 

World Hunger Day 1995: A committee will be formed at the meeting on Monday. A 24-hour rally in the 
quad has been proposed. 

College Representatives: 
Baker 
Brown 
Hanszen 
Jones 
Lovett 
SRC 
Wiess 
WRC 

Jennie Leslie 
Cara Dougherty 
Anshula Grover 
Jenny Maxwell 
Meg Grulee 
Kathy Wang 
Kelly Blume 
Kathleen Friel 

528-3725 
524-2826 
630-8218 
630-8321 
630-8555 
630-8745 
630-8785 
630-8989 

The Rice Student Volunteer Program office is located in the Rice Memorial Center cloisters. If you have any 
questions, call 527-4970 or contact your college representative. 

sophomore Matt Tenny and Han-
szen sophomore Michael Wood. 

Volunteers from every college 
also helped to proctor tests during 
the day on Saturday. 

"Organizing the tournament took 
a lot of work, especially in the last 
week," said Rosenberg, "The tour-
nament was very successful, how-
ever. The few snags we had were 
minor £nd solvable." 

Rosenberg said his main goals in 
putting together the 1995 Rice Math 
Tournament, were for students "to 
have fun and learn math" and for 
them to get a chance to look around 
the Rice campus. 

Committee member Matt Tenny 
said, "One of the things I liked about 
the tournament was that you didn't 
need a whole team to compete. Indi-
vidual students could participate, not 
for prizes but because they enjoyed 
math." 

Arriving at 8 a.m., the students 
took a series of six tests throughout 
the day, each acquiring points for 
their school. 

They were also given an all-day 
test to complete by the end of the 
day. 

Starting at 9 a.m., each student 
took three 50-minute individual tests 
in either algebra or trigonometry, 
geometry or calculus and potpourri 
or advanced topics. 

The potpourri event included a 
mixture of probability problems and 
other r andom subjects . T h e ad-
vanced topics section included prob-
lems on logarithms, complex num-
bers , de t e rminan t s , t e lescoping 
sums, number bases, and others. 

In the afternoon each student 
paired up with a friend and took the 
pair test, which included four sets of 
two questions in 10 minutes each. 

Following this event was the most 
difficult test of the day, the team 
event in which a team of eight stu-
dents from each school worked to-
ge ther on a 50-minute exam. 

After the tests, students gathered 
in Sewall Hall for the awards cer-
e m o n y . M a t h P r o f e s s o r Robin 
Forman gave a lecture titled "How to 
Tell Things Apart," and then tro-
phies and plaques were awarded to 
the winning schools. 

Schools were not required to 
bring an entire team to participate in 
the tournament. 

Among those that did, Science 
Academy of Austin took first place 
with a point total of 847 out of a 
possible 1640, with Bellaire High 
School from Houston in second with 
793 points, and Greenhill School 
from Dallas coming in third with 363 
points. 

Rosenberg said, "The Rice Math 
Tournament has traditionally been 
very difficult. 

Our best scores were better than 
in past years, although our averages 
were roughly similar." 

One of the most successful stu-
dents in the tournament, Samuel 
Klein, is currently taking a 400-level 
math course here at Rice. 

Another tournament is planned 
for next year. Goals include getting 
the word out* about the Rice Math 
Tournament to attract more teams 
and to have more Rice students in-
volved, Rosenberg said. 

GSA Business 
Graduate Student Association Council, March 16: 
• The GSA approved funding requests of $200 from the Rice 

College Bowl Team and of $100 from KTRU. The College Bowl 
Team will use the money to defray* costs incurred traveling to 
competition, while KTRU will use its funds to help pay for the 
outdoor concert scheduled for April 1 from noon until 9 p.m. 

• Valhalla co-manager Karen Klamczynski announced the need for 
new bartenders at Valhalla. Volunteers should contact her. 

• GSA officers for 1995-96 were elected. They are Christopher 
Stokes (History), president; Brad Mudgett (Psychology) and Russell 
Sarre (Music), vice presidents; Jacob Philip (Administration), 
treasurer; Stephanie Wardwell (Biochemistry), secretary; and 
Gwyneth Owens (CAAM), loan fund officer. 

• Other elections were held for Honor Council, University Council, 
and University Court. GSA Representatives to Honor Council for 
1995-96 are Thomas Page (Chemical Engineering), Stephanie 
Wardwell (Biochemistry) and Jen Rich (CAAM). Polly Washburn 
(Linguistics) is the new representative to University Council. New 
representatives to University Court areCormac-Flanagan (Computer 
Science), Brenda Melvin (Chemical Engineering) and Tony 
DeFranceshi (Electrical Engineering). 

• Rob Butera (Electrical Engineering) and Laurie Feinswog (CAAM) 
were selected to receive GSA Sen/ice Awards for 1994-95. 

Next meeting: 6:30 p.m., April 20 in Miner Lounge of the Student 
Center. 

FAIRFAX 

Good luck to the Brown 
College Beer Bike team, 

L O 

"A CERTAIN WINNER" 

SA Business 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 

discussed: 

• The Rice Gay and Lesbian Alumni Award scholarship application 
..deadline is today. 

• The number of standing committees has been reduced on the 
recommendation of Zenaido Camacho, vice president of student 
affairs. Applications for standing committee positions are available 
in the Student Organizations office and are due March 31. 

• The University Council voted to take itself out of the curriculum-
approval process. The council also approved the Senate resolution 
to change the distribution of graduation honors. 

Next meeting: Monday 10 p.m. at the Kelley Lounge in the Student 
Center 

-q> 
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Professor's comments on teaching gets him in trouble 
by Sei Chong 

One professor's remarks about 
the current emphasis on research 
over teaching has led him into 
trouble with his university's admin-
istrators. 

During a "60 Minutes" taping, 
correspondent Lesley Stahl asked 
Jon Solomon, an associate professor 
of classics at the University of Ari-
zona, what it takes to earn tenure at 
the university. 

"Write and write, and publish and 
publish, and get grants and get 
grants," Solomon said. "The only 
thing you don't have to do is teach 
very well." 

Arizona administrators were up-
set about the show, which criticized 
the university and other research 
institutions for relying too much on 
graduate teaching assistants to teach 
undergraduate courses. 

The provost called in Solomon 
after the segment was broadcast, 
played a videotape of the program 
and asked him to explain his com-
ments. 

While the meeting was "profes-
sional and unemotional," Solomon 
said he thinks the purpose of the 
meeting was to "intimidate" him. 

During the meeting, the provost 
insisted that teaching was still a pri-
ority at the university and a factor in 
tenure decisions. 

But Solomon said his own experi-
ence disproves the provost's claim. 
In 1991/he was turned down for a 

THE HEDGES 
full professorship. 

After he appealed to administra-
tors on the basis of his strong teach-
ing record, he was told to "write 
another book." 

His promotion will be reconsid-
ered in 1996. 

Source: The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 17 

Cornell goofs in admissions 
Cornell University faces a law-

suit after it accidentally sent appli-
cant Betsy Mikus a flyer that said, 
"Welcome to Cornell!" before it had 
accepted her. 

The admissions staff had meant 
to put off a decision on Mikus, an 
early-decision applicant, until the 
spring. 

Instead, Cornell officials say that 
a clerical error sent flyers to 44 stu-
dents who should have received only 
letters of deferral. Mikus said she 
received a flyer without a contradic-
tory letter. 

After receiving the flyer, Mikus 
sent in her $200 deposit and with-
drew her other applications. When 
Cornell called her five days later to 

Crime on campus 
Academic Buildings 
Gymnasium March 17 Rice letter jacket stolen 

from public area 
Rice Memorial Center March*16 Newton Pad taken from 

bookstore , 
Gymnasium March 15 Picture taken from 

gymnasium 
Rice Memorial Center March 14 Billfold taken from book 

bag in lounge area 
Colleges 
Hanszen March 15 Bike taken from rack in 

-V- • • . • quad 
Parking Lots 
Will Rice College Lot March 17 Car sprayed wfth fire 

: - :: extiguisher 
Stadium Lot March 14 Tire stem cap removed 

from 100 tires. Suspects 
apprehended 

Business School Admissions Symposium & 

Law School Admissions SympdSium 

Business School Admissions Symposium 
Date: Thursday, March 28 
Place: University of Houston 
Time: 7:00 P.M. 

Sponsored By: UH Delta Sigma Pi & AM A 
Law School Admissions Symposium 
Date: Monday, April 10 
Place: South Texas College of Law 
Time: 7:00 P.M. 
Sponsored By: UH Pre-Law Society 

Invited Schools 

Baylor University, Hankamer 
School of Business 
Houston Baptist University 
School of Business 
Kaplan Educational Center 
Rice University, Jones School 
of Business 
Southern Methodist University, 
Cox School of Business 
University of St. Thomas, 
Cameron School of Business 
Texas A&M School of Business 
University of Houston School 
of Business 
University of Texas School 
of Business 

Baylor University School 
of Law 
South Texas College of Law 
Texas Southern University, 
Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law 
Southern Methodist University 
Law School 
Tulane University Law School 
University of Houston 
Law Center 
University of Texas School 
of Law 

Reservations are Necessary 
Call 1 -800-KAP-TEST 

explain the mistake, Mikus and her 
parents claimed Cornell was obli-
gated to admit her. The university 
doesn't agree. 

Mikus' lawyer says the high 
school senior will sue if the univer-
sity doesn't admit her in the spring. 

"This one case doesn't deserve to 
be treated any differently than the 
other 43," said Susan H. Murphy, 
Cornell's vice president for student 
and academic services. 

Murphy says Cornell would have 
Mikus if it had accidentally sent out 
an official acceptance letter. 

That has happened a few times, 
she said. 

Source: The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 17 

Harvard cuts ROTC 
Harvard University will eliminate 

funding for their ROTC program at 
the end of the academic year be-
cause the university determined that 
the program violates the u niversity's 
non-discrimination policies. 

Harvard pays the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology $130,000 
each year to allow Harvard students 
to participate in the program, which 
is run by MIT. 

This announcement expands on 
a proposal by Harvard President Neil 
L. Rudenstine. 

Last semester, he suggested Har-
vard pay the ROTC fee to MIT with 
unsolicited alumni donations set 
aside for the program. 

This plan would allow eligible 
students to participate in the pro-
gram. Rudenstine said the univer-
sity would not be involved in collect-
ing the funds but would hold the 
money in a special account. 

Harvard's Bisexual, Gay and Les-
bian Student Alliance and the Civil 
Liberties Union said that they are 
satisfied with the proposal in The 
Harvard Crimson. 

But Harvard Business School stu-

dent David Carney said more was 
needed. 

Carney was dismissed from 
ROTC in 1989, while he was an Har-
vard undergraduate, after he re-
vealed that he was gay. "My emo-
tional response to this proposal is 
disappointment," he said. 

"It seems as though [Rudenstine] 
is t rying to get around the 
university's commitment to only sup-
port activities that don't discrimi-
nate." 

MIT is still undecided. The uni-
versity has a working group, which 
is "monitoring the implementation" 
of the government's policy at MIT 
and will present its finding in the fall. 

Source: The Tech, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Feb. 7 

Football dropped for women 
San Francisco State University 

has dropped football to give more 
sports opportunities for women. 

The university's president said 
the move had been made to comply 
with a decree signed by the Califor-
nia State University System in 1993. 
The decree requires the 19 colleges 
in the system to equalize the propor-
tion of women among all varsity ath-
letes within five percentage points 
of the proportion of women in the 
student body. 

The university also plans to add a 
women's tennis team and limiting 
squad sizes on some men's teams. 

This year, women make up 34 
percent of the university's varsity 
athletes and 59 percent of under-
graduate students. 

In a written statement, the presi-
dent defended the decision to drop 
the football team by noting that the 
team had not had a winning season 
since 1973 and that two nearby uni-
versities had dropped the sport in 
recent years. 

Source: The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 24 

Stanford won't fight ruling 
Stanford University has decided 

to stand by the ruling of the Superior 
Cour t that s t r ikes down the 
university's hate-speech code. 

President Gerhard Casper said 
that although he disagreed with the 
ruling, he didn't feel that the policy 
was worth a costly legal battle. 

"In a perfect world of unlimited 
resources, we might test the court's 
ruling further," he said to Stanford's 
Faculty Senate. "We do not live in 
that world." 

University policy had banned 
face-to-face insults about a person's 
race, religion or sex. Judge Peter G. 
Stone of the Santa Clara Superior 
Court, citing a 1992 Supreme Court 
ruling, said Stanford could not ban 
harassing speech on some subjects 
and not others. 

Nine Stanford students sued the 
university last spring under a 1992 
California law that gives students at 
a private college the same First 
Amendment rights that students at 
public colleges have. 

Casper criticized the court for its 
reasoning, saying its restriction of 
the activities of a private institution 
represented a curtailment of First 
Amendment r ights more than 
Stanford's anti-harassment policy 
ever could. 

At a university, he said, "a ban on 
insulting, fighting words is not likely 
to have a chilling effect on almost all 
relevant speech." But he said he was 
"ambivalent" about the policy, which 
was in effect before he came to the 
university. 

One of the plaintiffs in the case, 
who graduated from Stanford's law 
school last year, said he was "grati-
fied" that Stanford would not appeal. 

"All along we were doing this to 
improve Stanford," he said, "and we 
have achieved that goal." 

Source: The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 24 

Lastyear 
convicts and shut-ins 

made "Duckmari 
their #1 show. 

This yeac 
find out why 

From the original animators of 
The Simpsons. Featuring the voices 
of Jason Alexander, Nancy Travis, 
Tim Curry and Dweezil Zappa. 
With music by Frank Zappa. 

m0m/?-30c 

USA 
NETWORK 
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Romance gone awry 
I 'M YOUR VENUS 

'Men Are from Mars': a 
must for sometime lovers 

B Y 

W 

J O A N N A 
N T E R S 

MEN ARE FROM MARS, WOMEN ARE FROM 

VENUS 

BY JOHN GRAY 

HARPERCOLLINS PUBLISHERS, I N C . , 1 9 9 2 

2 8 6 PP. , $ 2 3 

Diplanetary origin of the sexes? 
This theory may not be a viable 

solution to the creation versus evo-
lution question, but John Gray nev-
ertheless carries it to impressive 
conclusions in his new bestseller, 
Men Are from Mars, Women Are from 
Venus. 

The book centers around the con-
cept that men and women are origi-
nally from two different planets, 
where their languages and lifestyles 
were widely different. When they 
met together on Earth, however, 
they gradually forgot their differ-
ences, and collective amnesia began 
to cause misunderstandings be-
tween the species. 

Cheesy? Yes. But Gray's assump-
tion is positive and universal. In con-
trast, many books in this genre offer 
endless strategems to improve a 
defective relationship rather than the 
understanding and insight to im-
prove even a good one. Cheesy is 
welcome here. 

The book assumes some basic 
fl'ifferences between men and 
women without being sexist. No-
where does it suggest that women 
don't like football or that men can't 
cook, and Gray's analogies illumi-
nate and transcend jaded, distaste-
ful stereotypes. 

For example, Gray com-
pares men to rubber 
bands, who gradually 
reach maximum 
emotional stretch 
and must spring 
back for a 

while to rest. Once rested, they are 
ready to make an even larger emo-
tional commitment the next time 
around. 

Women, in contrast, are like 
waves: at their peak they are capable 
of providing great emotional wealth, 
but during low times they need sup-
port and understanding. 

Gray also asserts that while men's 
primary need is to feel successful, 
both at home and on the job, women 
need to feel understood. 

For example, men often perceive 
unsolicited advice as a signal that 
they are inadequate, while women 
often reject advice because what they 
really want is to feel supported as 
they go about solving the problem 
themselves. 

As I read the book, I resisted 
many of Gray's generalizations. 
Then, two nights later, I became 
extremely upset with my boyfriend 
after a strained session in the com-
puter lab. Looking back on the argu-
ment, the ways in which we each 
hurt the other unfortunately showed 
that, at least in our case, Gray had 
not missed his mark. 

Men Are from Mars, Women Are 
from Venus repeats itself often. I re-
sisted this as well, until I found that 
even after six repetitions of the same 
concept, my thoughts were still fol-
lowing all the old habits. 

While numbered examples of 
identical situations grow old fast, 
keep reading. The writing is nothing 
great, but the ideas are outstanding. 

Subtitled "A Practical Guide for 
Improving Communication and Get-
ting What You Want in Your Rela-
tionships," the book more than ful-
fills its promise. Not only for the 

confessed self-improver 
or the soon-to-be-married, 
it will provide thought-
food for any heterosexu-
ally-oriented person. 

Don't let the price of 
this hardcover make your 
wallet your guide. Men 
Are from Mars, Women 
Are from Venus will pay 
interest in your life for 
years to come. 

% 

Paul Reiser, Randy Quaid and Matthew Modine smoosh the Fry Guys in Sam Weisman's Bye, Bye, Love. 

HAPPY MEALS 

'Bye Bye' lightens up single parenthood 
B Y D A N M C D E R M O N 

At its worst, Bye Bye, Love is full 
of emotionally overwrought and 
hackneyed sentimentality. But at its 
best, this is a fine, somewhat silly, 
sometimes interesting and quite 
entertaining movie. 

Randy Quaid, Paul Reiser and 
Matthew Modine star as three di-
vorced dads, each of whom has cus-
tody of his kids on the same week-
end. 

Rob Reiner appears as a radio 
talk show host who is doing a 48-
hour marathon show about divorce. 

If this seems like an obvious plot 
contrivance, it is. Thankfully, it 
doesn't get in the way of the humor. 
Director Sam Weisman wisely avoids 
preaching and banality for most of 
this film's two-hour running time. 

Although worthless as a film 
about divorce, Bye Bye, Love pro-
vokes the kind of simple laughter 
which has been in short supply in 

recent films. There's no shocking, 
outrageous humor, but this is the 
kind of comedy to which prime-time 
TV aspires but sorely lacks. 

If you're in the 
mood for a 
lighthearted 
comedy, Bye Bye, 
Love is worth 
checking out. 

Each of the dads confronts differ-
ent problems, ranging from bitter-
ness about divorce to longing for 
reconciliation. 

But the film takes nothing too 
seriously for very long. Every scene 
that just doesn't„work because of its 
inherent stupidity — for example, a 

father-daughter heart-to-heart in a 
tree house — is followed by a 
strongly comic one. 

The acting here exceeds expec-
tation. Reiser and Modine are fine, 
but the best performances of this 
film are from Quaid and Janeane 
Garofalo, who are together on the 
definitive blind date from hell. 

Garofalo's comic talents are used 
to terrific effect here, and Quaid ac-
tually manages to be alternately hi-
larious and touching. 

The first I heard about this movie 
was at McDonald's, from a movie 
poster on the wall. That seemed 
somewhat suspicious; and, in fact, 
there's a hell of a lot of McDonald's 
in this movie. 

The high proportion of product 
placement, and the fact that the 
movie deals only with the "distress" 
of affluent yuppies ensures that we 
don't get sucked in to the film's clock-
work sentimentality. 

SEE LOVE. PAGE 11 

FARFETCHED MESSIAH 

Top Love' appeals to dark, twisted side of human nature 

Kyle Henry's film Pop Love plays tonight at the Museum of Fine Arts in a series 
of f i lms by Houston f i lmmakers. '• 

BY M A I S I E C H O U ' 

POP LOVE 

M U S E U M OF FINE A R T S , 1 0 0 1 BISSONNET 

FRIDAY, 8 P . M . 

$ 5 GENERAL, $ 4 STUDENTS WITH I . D . 

6 3 9 - 7 5 1 5 

Rice grad Kyle Henry calls conventional romance-
genre films "sick frauds." His first feature-length, 
microbudget film, Pop Love, is a caustic spoof of such 
mendacious films. 

Perusing the opening credits, which are drowned in 
a catchy Bee Stung Lips song, I wondered whether a 
higher budget would have elevated the film to a hip-but-
meaningful, trendy-but-exploited status. 

However, as much as I would like to extol a blood-
and-sweat, indie, Rice-related product, I found Pop Love 
overstated in purpose, excessive in its use of purport-
edly scary, artsy angles. 

But perhaps the fact that I naively don't min d When 
Harry Met Sally indicates I am simply one of those fools 
Henry is trying to speak to. 

If dark and twisted is your thing, Pop Love might do 
much more for you than it did for me. The convoluted 
plot frames two actors, Jennifer Donoghue (as sym-
phony flautist Helen Barker) and Derek Cecil (as 
wannabe pop-song writer Tom Wither), in a less-than-
ideal relationship. 

As their romance unfolds in alternately picturesque 
and catastrophic stages, they untangle each other's 

secrets. Incestuous backgrounds, murderous accom-
plices, unhealthy delusions and more rear their ugly 
heads. 

Once in a while, a development can be bad enough 
to elicit an "Oh my God." M&re often, the traumas are 
bad in a very different sense. 

The actors are trapped in unbelievably screwed-up 
characters and strive to prove it in ridiculous ways. 

Helen suffers seemingly deadly indigestion upon 
each occasion life proves stressful, i.e. whenever she 
wishes. Tom's psychotic mother, played by Rice Play-
wright-in-Residence Bren Dubay, resorts to prank calls 
even the Jerky Boys could top. 

Thus accompanied, Tom's messianic aspirations 
don't seem farfetched. 

Some commendably disgusting and disturbing im-
ages may redeem Pop Love for the audience who knows 
how to appreciate them. 

Chronicles of the troubled sleep of troubled lovers 
were visually pleasing; without a doubt, anyone can 
relate. Scenes in which Helen teaches flute lessons 
showcase sickly comical interactions between herself 
and a teenage student who serves as a character foil. 

Pop Love sadly expresses a viev^ of love I've seen 
pervading the Rice student body. Helen and Tom are 
obviously puppets in a masochistic game, yet Henry 
doesn't utilize his power as filmmaker to cast himself as 
the sadistic puppetmaster. 

A movie about bitter experience might capture the 
sympathies of Rice, but I don't know how far it will 
reach beyond the hedges. 
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BRING OUT THE G U M P 

Oscars '95:'Gump' only lapse in American cinematic taste 
B Y K R I S T I A N L I N 

The big story at the Oscars this year is the 
13 nominations garnered by the overrated 
Forrest Gump. 

Yes, having finally swallowed hard and put 
down $3.25 to see it, I can only say that some 
people have been taking this movie way too 
seriously. Gump is a tedious melodrama with 
some fuzzy statements about American his-
tory and trite platitudes about life that should 
make everyone cringe. 

All this might have been forgiven had the 
movie succeeded on any human level. Unfor-
tunately, the film doesn't have a single genu-
ine feeling, despite director Robert Zemeckis' 
giving us all the indicators. The characters 
remain cartoon figures in a cartoon version of 
history. The actors don't drop the act, yet they 
never quite transcend the material. 

Did anyone else find Gump to be a sexist 
film? The only recurring women in the movie 
are the nurturing mother and the young 
woman, Jenny, whose sexual transgressions 
must be punished by death from AIDS. 

Personally, I suspect a case of Old Movie 
Disease, since Jenny grows more beautiful as 
she approaches the end. 

With its technical accomplishments and 
inhuman shallowness, Gump resembles 
Zemeckis' 1988 film Who Framed Roger Rab-
bit?, except Roger Rabbit was considerably 
less pretentious and much more fun. 

It is easy to be apocalyptic and read Gump's 
success as evidence of a fatal decline in 
America's taste and/or intelligence. But mov-
iegoers have fallen for fraudulent films before, 
such as Gone with the Wind (1939) and The 
Sound of Music (1965). Naturally, they both 
won Best Picture. 

Gump's Best Picture nomination left far 

superior films out in the cold. Little Women 
and It Could Happen to You, two small-scale 
films, generated a warmth Gump 
only aspires to. 

The mesmerizing, formally 
unconventional Canadian 
quasidocumentary Thirty-
two Short Films about Glenn 
Gould, produced a vivid por-
trait of the great eccentric 
pianist. And Speed revitalized 
the action thriller through its 
sheer virtuos-
ity. 

The direc-
torial nomina-
tions are 
pretty sound, 
except for 
Z e m e c k i s ' s 
inclusion and 
G i l l i a n 
Armst rong ' s exclusion. Was 
Armstrong, who saved the fragile, vi-
brant Little Women from potential 
disaster, squeezed out because she 
is female and Australian? 

Nevertheless, the nominators 
were astute in recognizing 
Krzysztof Kieslowski for his re-
markable Three Colors series. 

By contrast, the cinema-
tography voters napped. 
While they were busy 
jumping on the Gump 
bandwagon, they let 
three brilliant evoca-
tions of other worlds, 
namely Pulp Fiction, 
Quiz Show and Bul-
lets over Broadway 

slip by. 
Are you distressed by the meager lists for 

Best Actress and 
Support ing Ac-

tress? Me too. 
It's a symptom 
of how bad 
1994 was for 

women's roles. 
My only quar-

rel with the Best 
Actress picks is 

Jodie Foster in Nell. 
Perhaps the critics 
spared her because 
she is usually a 
great actress. Nev-
ertheless, I found 

her uncom-
municative 
and overly 
abstract. 

A minor flap has developed 
over Linda Fiorentino and The 
Last Seduction, which the 
Academy ruled ineligible for 
consideration because it 
originally aired as a TV 
film. 

I preferred the sexier 
and more opaque 
Natasha Richardson 
in a similar role for a 
smar ter , funnier 
Irish film, Widow's 
Peak. 

I don't have 
much argument 
with the sup-
porting nomi-
nations, ei-

ther, except that Samuel L. Jackson and Uma 
Thurman were nominated as supporting ac-
tors for Pulp Fiction even though their roles 
were as large as John Travolta's. 

Rusty Cundieff merited consideration for 
both the script and the musical score of his 
wacky, ruthless satire on the rap music world, 
Fear of a Black Hat. 

Roger Rabbit was 
considerably less 
pretentious and much 
more fun [than Forrest 
Gump]. 

Dennis Gassner, production designer 
extraordinaire, went unnoticed for the gor-
geous, unreal look he created for The 
Hudsucker Proxy. The whole production team 
and scriptwriters for the film should have 
been credited for one of the best looking and 
best sounding films this year. 

When Best Picture comes up, I'm pulling 
for Quiz Show to outsmart Forrest Gump or for 
Pulp Fiction to go medieval on Forrest's ass. 

Either of those films offers refreshing al-
ternatives to Gump's blind nostalgia and senti-
mentality. Unfortunately,Gump has the back-
ing of millions of misty-eyed and foggy-headed 
converts, not to mention some prestigious 
film critics. What were Gene Siskel and Roger 
Ebert thinking when they endorsed this? 

Hollywood understands the numbers and 
feels Forrest's love. It's a case of emptiness 
speaking to emptiness. 

Todd Snider, despite being college-educated and MTV-raised, still likes to take time to smell the flowers. 

THAT YOU, B O B ? 

Todd Snider offers sarcasm with a brain 
B Y M A R C H I R S H 

TODD SNIDER 

SONGS FOR THE DAILY PLANET 

What do you do when you're sick 
to death of the entire Generation X 
concept but can't decide whether to 
blame yourself or folks older than 
you? What do you do when you love 
who you are but hate who the media 
expect you tQjbei.. » 

If you're Todd Snider, you write 
songs about it. Bitter songs. Touch-
ing songs. Honest songs. And sar-
castic songs. 

Especially sarcastic songs. Of all 
the songs on Songs For The Daily 
Planet, the ones that work best are 
the ones where he locks onto a tar-
get and lets fire with all he's got. 

All he's got happens to be quite a 
bit. In a voice reminiscent of X's 
John Doe and a country-folk hybrid 
musical style, Snider's key asset is 
his lyrical ingenuity. Whether he's 
discussing serious issues such as 

facing maturity in "I Spoke As a 
Child," or stabbing at cultural icons 
in "My Generation (Part 2)," Snider 
gives his listeners something to think 
about as well as listen to. 

It's always a joy to find intelli-
gence in songs, and Snider is one of 
the most intelligent lyricists to come 
around in a while. 

In 'Trouble," he turns a standard 
plannin'-pn-cheatin' country song 
into something a bit smarter, filKfl 
with lines such as "you're gonna 
make me do something I'm afraid I 
won't regret." The same lyrical in-
vention saves other songs, like the 
get-rich-quick anthem "Easy 
Money," from mediocrity. 

It's not only Snider's gift for turn-
ing a phrase that marks these as 
some of the smartest country-folk 
tunes in some time. When he slows 
down, he can write some extremely 
moving songs. 

Songs like "That Was Me" and "I 
Spoke As A Child" look reverently 
back at lost youth, and in the chilling 

"You Think You Know Somebody," 
breathing becomes difficult for fear 
of breaking the spell. 

Snider's wit is even more impres-
sive than his intelligence. Not only 
is this stuff smart, it can also be 
devastatingly funny, the type of hu-
mor that you can laugh at more than 
just once. Snider sounds as though 
he simply opens his mouth and starts 
ranting at full speed. And he hits his 
target almost every time. 

The opening "My Generation 
(Part 2)" is a sarcastic paean to what 
it means to be young, college-edu-
cated and MTV-raised. In a seeming 
attempt to combat the self-depre-
ciating attitudes of "Creep" and 
"Loser," Snider gives us "Alright 
Guy," in which the hero is neither a 
god nor a scumbag but does the best 
he can. 

Not everything Snider touches 
turns to gold, though. "Somebody's 
Coming" suffers from being as 
preachy as Bob Dylan's "The Times 

SEE SNIDER, PAGE 11 
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C I N E P L E X O D E O N 
RIVER OAKS PLAZA 
W . G r a y @ W a u g h D i 
524-8781 

LANDMARK 
S A K S 
1800 Pos t Oak 
6 2 7 - 9 9 1 0 

GENERAL CINEMA 
POINT NASA 
I-45 @ NASA RD 1 
3 3 8 - 1 2 7 5 

GENERAL CINEMA 
MEYERLAND PLAZA 
100 M e y e r i a n d P laza 
6 6 6 - 0 7 3 6 

GENERAL CINEMA 
WEST OAKS CENTRAL 
2 7 0 3 H w y 6 S o u t h 
4 9 6 - 0 7 9 1 

CINEMARK 
H O L L Y W O O D 16 
2 1 0 1 6 B e l t w a y 8 
4 7 5 - 0 0 8 1 

NOW SHOWING 
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 

OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES 
AMC AMC 
TOWN & COUNTRY 10 WILLOWBROOK 
l-10W@SamHou Pkwy FM 1960W @ FM 249 
4 6 8 - 8 0 1 9 4 6 9 - 2 2 0 2 



10 FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 1995 THE.RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

EAT M Y S H O R T S 

Creepy Quay animation featured at Rice Media Center 

Mary Hestand's He Was Once, showing at the Media Center, parodies a '60s Christian-values children's show. 

BY D A N M C D E R M O N 

J A N S V A N K M E Y E R ' S FOOD A N D LANDSCAPE OF DREAMS: NEW ANIMATED SHORTS FROM THE 

BROTHERS QUAY 

F R I D A Y A N D S A T U R D A Y , 7 : 3 0 A N D 9 : 3 0 P . M . 

T H E R I C E M E D I A C E N T E R , 5 2 7 - 4 8 5 3 

$ 5 G E N E R A L , $ 4 R I C E S T U D E N T S W I T H I . D . 

Like a lot of people, I first saw the work of the Brothers Quay in the Tool 
video for "Undertow." 

That was a pretty strange-looking but nevertheless somewhat compre-
hensible piece. 

The Comb, the source of that video, is featured with several other 
animated shorts this Friday and Saturday at the Rice Media Center. 

The Quay brothers are identical twins from Pennsylvania who now live 
in London. Their films are painstakingly crafted and stamped by some really 
odd, morbid imagination. They are dark and moody, but made up of simple 
items — like spoons, dolls, and tables. 

Unfortunately, their works are also rather slippery — as the Joker said 
in Batman, "I don't know if it's art, but I like it." 

These are the kind of images which could provoke acid flashbacks or 
behavioral problems. 

The series of Quay shorts includes Can't Go Wrong Without You, 
Anamorphosis, Long Way Down, Tales from the Vienna Woods, Are We Still 
Married?, The Comb and an extra bonus, Mary Hestand's He Was Once. 

Much less an acquired taste is Food, a short from Czech animator and 
Quay idol Jan Svankmajer. (Svankmajer's feature Faust was shown at the 
Media Center last semester.) 

Food combines animation with live action, and never ceases to intrigue. 
Organized into three segments ("Breakfast," "Lunch," and "Dinner"), Food 
is full of wonderfully bizarre and memorable images which all deal with 
some kind of consumption. It's eminently watchable and audaciously funny. 

God i s Dead 

Underwater and Idaho assault ears, but Farris makes strong start 
B Y M A R C H L R S H 

A N D S T E P H E N Y A N G 

GOD LIVES UNDERWATER 

GOD LIVES UNDERWATER 

God help us. The computer back-
lash has begun. 

I'm convinced that this is how it's 
happening: all that nonsense in Ter-
minator about computers becoming 
sentient beings and initiating a glo-
bal assault on humanity isn't a joke. 
It's real. 

Only the Information Superhigh-
way is hurling music at us, not 
nuclear weapons. 

This the only way to explain God 
Lives Underwater, the latest offering 
from Onion Records, a subsidiary of 
American Recordings, which, per-
haps not coincidentally, is the only 
record company to advertise its e-
mail address on all its albums. No 
human could do this to his own kind. 

The story they've concocted is 
this: teenage wunderkinds JeffTurzo 
and David Reilly liked to play around 
with computers and guitars and 
worked out a way to mix the two for 
fun and profit. 

I don't buy it. Are we really to 
believe that these two high schoolers 
nabbed a manager by sending him a 
package of poisonous spiders in the 
mail? I think there's a place for people 
like this. It's called jail. 

No, with that and other goofs in 
their bio, it's clear that some nonhu-
rnan entity created GLU from the 
depths of its circuitry and is trying to 
pull one over on us humans to speed 
the approach of the apocalypse. 

The arrival of God Lives Under-
water, the "first" (it says here hope-
fully) EP, may really be the first sign 
of impending doom. 

Nine Inch Nails and Jesus Jones 
have done the computer-based rock 
music thing before (and better). The 
double-tracked harmony vocals are 
taken from Alice In Chains, who did 
it first (and better). The lyrics come 
from the notebooks of every high 
schooler who's ever thought he was 
a poet. Combine these elements and 
cower in fear. 

The song titles typically show 
angst and despair. "Drag Me Down." 
"Lonely Again." "No More Love." 
"Waste OfTime." And, the crowning 
touch: "Nothing." How ... nihilistic. 

I W B«M K m In 
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Important issues all, demonstrat-
ing that we are in the presence of 
Deep Thinkers. 

So be warned: computers—even 
the Internet — may be your enemy. 
If a circuitboard could hatch a plot as 
diabolical as God Lives Underwater, 
it clearly has no conscience. 

Start digging that underground 
bunker now. 

—M.H. 

D I O N N E F A R R I S 

WILD SEED-WILD FLOWER 

As a member of Arrested Devel-
opment, Dionne Farris was instru-
mental in that group's rise to the 
level of rap superstars. 

Now,* after a lackluster sopho-
more effort by AD, Farris has re-
leased Wild Seed-Wild Flower, her 
debut as a solo performer, an album 
which encompasses the same gentle 
melody and message as Arrested 
Development, but without the rap. 

Overall, Wild Seed-Wild Flower is 
not quite among mainstream R&B 
albums. Farris experiments heavily 
with guitars, string sections and spo-
ken word clips. 

Songs range from "Passion," 
about a woman's love of men, to 
"Don't Ever Touch Me (Again)," 
about a woman's fear of men. The 
first track, "I Know," ventures into 
the world of pop music, relying 
heavily on Farris's acoustic guitars. 

With the current glut of female 
R&B singers, developing a distinct 
identity can be quite difficult. 

Farris's extensive use of a variety 
of instruments lends Wild Seed-Wild 
Flower a fresher approach to the 
genre. Her intelligent lyrics and 
songwriting definitely set her apart 
from the hordes of mindlessly juve-
nile lyrics and melodies thrown out 
by many of today's R&B performers. 

Still, Dionne Farris just doesn't 
do enough of the stuff like "I Know," 
to forge a truly distinctive personal-
ity and style. 

—S.Y. 

I D A H O 

THIS WAY OUT 

Without any of Jeff Martin's vo-
cals, Idaho would instantly gain votes 
for their textured backgrounds of 

R T M E N T S o 

ALLEN HOUSE APARTMENTS OFFERS 

* Student discounts on one & two 
bedrooms apartments. 

* A great location — across the street 
from Bayou Park and one block away? 
from shopping and restaurants. 

* Running track & park area. 
* Med Center and Downtown shuttle. 
* Guest suites nightly. 
* River Oaks area. 

(713) 5 2 4 - 0 5 1 4 
Allen House Apartments 

3 6 0 1 Allen Parkway 

washed-out guitars and low-noise 
feedback combining to lend an at-
mosphere of ambience. 

Put in Jeff Martin's vocals and 
this rich tapestry of sound is frayed 
by discordant, off-key "singing." 

Had Martin tried to match his 
backgrounds with a soft, ethereal 
voice, or tried to cover his vocals 
with harsher guitars, This Way Out 
may have been a solid performance. 

As it turns out, neither of those 
scenarios is the case, and the beau-
tifully constructed ambience is 
spoiled by totally out-of-tune vocals. 

One notable thing about this al-
bum is that John Barry, once lead 
guitarist, is no longer with the band, 
forcing Martin to recruit various 
musicians for this effort, including 
the drummer from Beck. 

Martin has said he would like to 
do more songs which "reflect... the 
simplicity, power and abandon of 
the more punk direction" into which 
he plans to delve in future works. 

Given that his vocals are incom-
patible with the mellowness of his 
backgrounds, this might not be a 
bad direction for Idaho to take. 

—S.Y. 

* <-e'eb, 
" i CrealWi*'' 

FREE 
Craft Activity Book 

March is Nat'l Craft Month 

ORDER NOW! 
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"Asian Treasures," a theater piece 
incorporating dance, drama, music and 
poetry from several Asian countries, 
will be performed at 7 p.m. tonight 
(Friday) and 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Sponsored by Express Theatre at the 
Children's Museum of Houston, 1500 
Binz at LaBranch, 759-1314. $5. 

F R I D A Y , M A R C H 2 4 

The Houston Grand Opera presents only 
two nights of The Song of Majnun, an 
Islamic Orient tragedy along the lines of 
Romeo and Juliet, and Savltrl, an Indian 
legend about the triumph of love over 
death. 8 p.m. tonight and 2:30 p.m. 
tomorrow at Brown Theater, Wortham 
Center, Smith and Texas downtown. 227-
ARTS. $15 general, students $7.50. 

S A T U R D A Y , M A R C H 2 5 

The Jewish Community Center presents 
Its second annual Sephardlc Dinner at 
7:30 p.m, featuring a Sepharcflc 
Havdalah service, Turkish music, 
delicacies and dance, as well as artistic 
exhibits following the dinner. 7:30 p.m. 
at 5601 S. Braeswood. 729-3200 
x3231. $12 general, $8 students; 
tickets an extra $3 at the door. 

The Metropolitan Dance Company 
(formerly the Academy Dancers) of 
Houston perform a program entitled 
"Fast Forward" at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Jewish Community Center, 5601 $. 

Braeswood. 497-4783. $8. 

S U N D A Y , M A R C H 2 6 

The Shepherd School Opera Theatre 
presents Glan Carlo Menottl's The 
Medium and Richard Lavenda's 
Barricade at 7:30 p.m. today, Tuesday, 
Thursday and the following Saturday. In 
the Wortham Opera Theatre, 527-4933. 
$10 general, $7 students. Reserve now\ 

The BBC Philharmonic under Sir Peter 
Maxwell Davies performs Men-
delssohn's "Hebrides Overture" and 
Italian Symphony and Davies' Trumpet 
Concerto and "St. Thomas Wake: 
Foxtrot for Orchestra." At 8 p.m. at 
Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana, 227-ARTS. 
Tickets from $8. 

T U E S D A Y , M A R C H 2 8 

The Academy of St. Martin in the Fields 
Sextet, consisting of the principal 
players of the Academy orchestra, 
performs a program of Martlnu's Sextet 
(1932), Schoenberg's "Transfigured 
Night" and Brahms' Sextet In B-flat, Op. 

18. In Stude Concert Hall, 285-5400. 
$25 general, $20 seniors, $16 
students. Some 
comps available in 
the Shepherd 
School office 
upstairs. 

W E D N E S D A Y , 

M A R C H 2 9 

The Rice Players 
open A Company of 
Wayward Saints, 
by George Herman, 
at 8 p.m. tonight 
through April land 
April 5-7. Hamman 
Hall, 527-4027. $8 
general, $6 
faculty/staff, $4 
students. 

The Shepherd 
School Winds present chamber works 
by Henk Badings, Franz Lachner and 
Franz Krommer at 8 p.m. in Duncan 
Recital Hall, 527-4933. Free. 

Love 
FROM PAGE 8 

Instead, we get to see Modine as 
the terminal skirt chaser who is 
caught in the midst of real emotional 
distress, Quaid as a vengeful and 
bitter driver's ed instructor and de-
voted father and Reiser as a disen-
chanted and lonely guy who won-
ders why his family is gone. 

There's also a weird yet harm-
less subplot involving an isolated 71-

year-old man who bonds with a 
homeless 17-year-old boy. Interest-
ingly, both of them work at 
McDonald's. 

If you're in the mood for a light-
hearted and untroublesome cin-
ematic experience, Bye Bye, Love is 
seriously worth checking out. If you 
think that Three Men and. a Baby 
was the peak of comedic perfection, 
you're in for a surprise. 

And if you don't expect much 
from this film, as I didn't, you're in 
for a sweet and funny treat. 

Snider 
FROM PAGE 9 

They Are A-Changin'" without an 
ounce of its sincerity or drive. "A Lot 
More" and "This Land Is Our Land" 
are both too obvious and too preachy 
to successfully convey their mes-
sages against materialism and ram-
pant "progress." 

There exists, of course, the very 
real possibility that Snider does this 
on purpose. Part of the album's fun 

lies in trying to figure out what's 
serious and what's not. 

'Turn It Up" might be just an-
other dumb tribute to rock and roll. 
Or, if you like, you could grab onto 
lines like "don't wanna hear what 
I'm thinkin' tonight" and figure that 
he makes fun of this type of song. 

The album's best track is the clos-
ing "Talkin' Seattle Grunge Rock 
Blues," an extremely funny ramble 
through one band's effort to become 
the Next Big Thing. 

The song would be a delicious 

slice of sarcasm if it weren't for one 
problem: the track's unlisted. Using 
such a blatantly alternative-music 
tactic reeks of hypocrisy. Or is it 
irony? It's hard to tell. But it is funny. 

What makes Snider so damn re-
freshing is that he offers no solu-
tions. He's happy enough just to point 
out what's bothering him. 

If Songs For The Daily Planet is 
what he's capable of before the 
record industry burns him, I can't 
wait to see what he comes up with 
when he gets really bitter. 

MACARONI AU FROMAGE 
(EAT WITH GUSTO FOR ABOUT 5lg PER SERVING.) 

2 cups macaroni (pinwheels are fun) 

1 cup sharp cheddar (grated) 

1/2 stick butter •> 

1 tsp Worcestershire (if you like] 

1 cup milk 

3 tbs flour 

1 tsp pepper 

1 tsp salt 

Cook macaroni in 5 cups salted, boiling water for 15 

minutes or until al dente. Drain. In a separate pot, melt 

butter and mix in flour over low heat. Then, stir in milk 

until smooth. Add cheese,- salt, pepper and Worcestershire. 

Stir well. Smother macaroni. Serves 4. 

Note: For your nutritional convenience, Citibank 

Classic cards are accepted at over 12 million 

locations, including grocery stores. 

WE RE LOOKING OUT FOR YOU. 
To app ly , cal l I - 8 0 0 - C I T I B A N K . MM •••• • . 
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Baseball team faces A&M after win over McNeese State 
by John Fredland 

The baseball team, ranked 17th 
in the nation by USA Today/Baseball 
Weekly, continues its Southwest Con-
ference schedule with three games 
against Texas A&M University this 
weekend in College Station. 

The Owls and Aggies will square 
off in a single game tonight at 7 p.m. 
and a doubleheader tomorrow at 2 
p.m. 

Rice (20-7 overall, 2-2 in SWC 
play) opened its conference slate by 
splitting four games in the SWC First 
Pitch Tournament last weekend at 
the University of Houston's new 
Cougar Field. 

In their final game of the tourna-
ment last Sunday, the Owls clob-
bered the Aggies 21-5. 

The win — the largest ever for 
Rice againstTexas A&M—was their 
fourth straight over the Aggies (16-
11 ,2-2) . 

Despite routing Texas A&M, the 
players feel that they will be in for a 
difficult series this time. 

"We'd be foolish to think they 
will not be ready to play," pitcher/ 
first baseman Paul Doyle said. 

"Any time you beat the Aggies, 
they are going to come out ready to 
play. Their pitcher was throwing 
well, we were just on. We've got to 
be ready for three close games, and 
we really need to win as many as 
possible. We're not going in looking 
to sweep, we're going in looking to 
play well." 

The Aggies have swung the bats 
well in the early season — they are 
batting .308 as a team — but they 
have had problems with pitching — 
their team ERA of 5.17 ranks last in 
the SWC. 

The Owls and Aggies trail first 
place teams Texas Tech University, 
Baylor University and Texas Chris-
tian University by one game. 

The University ofTexas finished 
the tournament at 1-3 — its worst 
SWC start since 1*968 — and Hous-
ton finished 0-4. 

Rice overcame sloppy play to earn 
a 5-4 non-conference victory over 
McNeese State University Wednes-
day at Cameron Field. 

Eight Owl pitchers held the Cow-
boys to three hits. 

This helped Rice offset two hit 
batsmen, three wild pitches, four 
errors and seven walks. 

Rice broke a 2-2 tie with a three-
run sixth inning against Cowboy los-
ing pitcher Brett Elam. 

Freshman Lance Berkman and 
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Freshman Lance Berkman dives back to first base to avoid being picked off in Rice's 5-4 victory over McNeese State on Wednesday afternoon. 

transfer Pat Hallmark led off the 
inning with singles. 

* Doyle then chipped a single over 
the f i rs t b a s e m a n to drive in 
Berkman. 

After the next two Owls were re-
tired, sophomore Jeff Venghaus 
drove in two more runs with a triple 
off the glove of Cowboy center fielder 
Curt Lowry. 

This outburst made a winner of 
Dana Davis (6-0), who pitched a 
scoreless sixth inning for Rice. 

Despite allowing a home run to 
Lowry in the ninth inning, Mark 
Quinn earned his first collegiate 
save. 

Third baseman Jacques Landry 
drove in two runs for the Owls with 
a single and his fifth home run of the 
season. 

The Owls were critical of their 
performance in completing the sea-
son sweep of McNeese State. Last 
season the Owls and Cowboys split 
a pair of games. 

"The game tonightwas absolutely 
pathetic," Doyle said. "Our pitchers 
need to start throwing strikes. We 
can't always be scoring 21 runs a 
game. We need to get our act to-
gether." 

Hallmark sensed that the team 
might have been looking ahead. 

"I think everybody may have been 
looking forward to this weekend," 
he said. 

"Being a non-conference game, it 
is harder to get up for it once confer-
ence starts. We're real fortunate to 
get out of here with a win, because 
we played sloppily." 

Rice salvaged a split in the First 
Pitch Tournament with the victory 
over Texas A& M last Sunday at Cou-
gar Field. 

The Owls rebounded from two 
consecutive losses with a five-home 
run attack, the most hit in a game 
under Head Coach Wayne Graham. 

Berkman and Jose Cruz Jr . 
started the offensive by hitting back-

to-back home runs in the first in-
ning. 

Berkman hit for the cycle in the 
first four at-bats, making him the 
first Owl to hit for the cycle since 
John Eierman in 1991 against TCU. 

Quinn added two home runs, his 
sixth and seventh of the year, and 
David Brooks hit another to pace a 
21-hit attack, the most for Rice this 
season. 

Brooks McClain raised his record 
to 2-0 by pitching 5 1/3 scoreless 
innings in relief of starter Davis. 

Texas Tech pitcher Jeff Peck 
pitched a complete game to defeat 
the Owls 9-2 Saturday. 

Peck allowed six hits, including 
three by Cruz. He was supported by 
home runs by Clint Bryant and Matt 
Kastelic. 

Rice squandered an early 6-0 lead 
and lost to Texas Christian 10-7 
March 17. 

The Horned Frogs capitalized on 
four Owl errors and 10 walks to rally 

for the victory. 
Although Rice hit .324 as a team 

during the tournament, pitching 
wildness was a problem all week-
end. Owl pitchers walked 32 oppos-
ing batters, in 35 innings. 

TCU's Jason McClure led the 
comeback with a home run and a 
double, three runs scored and two 
RBI. 

Relief p i t che r Jaymie Bane 
snuffed out the final Owl threat by 
catching Cruz on a called third strike 
with the bases loaded aftd two outs 
in the ninth inning. 

Rice opened the tournament with 
a 6-5 victory over Houston March 
16. 

Matt Anderson pitched seven in-
nings in relief to gain the victory. 

Cruz finished the tournament 
hitting .462 and was named to the 
all-tournament team. 

He reached base in 14 of 22 plate 
appearances, including eight walks 
and his eighth homer. 

Women's tennis takes first at Tulane 
by Peter Stokes 

The Rice women's tennis team 
took home top honors last week at 
the Green Wave Quadrangle in New 
Orleans. 

The Owls won the four-team 
round robin with convincing wins 
overTulane University, Cornell Uni-
versity and Kansas State University. 

"I felt like we were really well 
prepared for the tournament," said 
sophomore Jessica Gagnon. 

"It went really well," said fellow 
sophomore Paula Myslivecek. "The 
teams weren't as strong as the ones 
we've played, so it was nice to be the 
team to beat." 

On Friday, the Owls demolished 
the Green Wave of Tulane 5-1. 

Al though T u l a n e ' s Audrey 
Dumas was too much for senior 
Antonett£ Veloso at second singles 

7-5, 6-4, the Owls swept the remain-
ing singles matches while dropping 
only one set. 

"I think we dominated the whole 
time," Gagnon said. 

Myslivecek rolled past Tulane's 
f irst s ingles player, S tephanie 
Michael, 6-2,6-1. Meanwhile, senior 
Jackie Brown slipped past Danielle 
Dilloff at third 7-5,1-6, 6-4. 

Freshman Amber Basica gunned 
down Tulane fourth seed Sharon 
Byrne 6-4, 6-4, while fifth soloist 
Vessie Ivanova downed Erin Temple 
6-3,6-2. Junior Olga Limon knocked 
off Sarah Stone at sixth, 6-4, 6-2. 

The next day, the Owls ambushed 
Cornell 7-2. 

Myslivecek came up short against 
the nation's 51st-ranked player, Olga 
Itshoki, at first singles 7-6 (7-5), 6-0. 

However, Basica stepped up to 
second singles and outdueled Mo 
Bertsch 3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 
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Ivanova destroyed Cornell third 
seed Jigisha Pathakji 6-0,6-2. Limon 
ripped Liz Byrne at fourth 6-2, 6-2, 
while Gagnon made short work of 
Kelly Molloy 6-0,6-3. Freshman Erin 
Talton was tripped up by Jeannie 
Yoo at sixth 6-1, 6-2. 

The 31st-ranked doubles tandem 
of Myslivecek and Veloso eased past 
Cornell top seed Itshoki and Bertsch 
6-3, 6-2. Basica and Ivanova teamed 
up to deny Cristina Aguirre and 
Heather Quail 6-4, 6-1. 

Limon and Talton completed the 
doubles sweep with a 6-4,6-0 pasting 
of Molloy and Yoo. 

The Owls clinched the win the 
next day with a 7-2 drubbing of Kan-
sas State. 

Twenty-s ix th- ranked Karina 
Kuregian overwhelmed Myslivecek 
at first singles 6-4, 6-2. However, 
Basica edged past Karen Nicholson 
at second 6-4,6-4. 

Ivanova ea rned he r second 
straight-set victory singles victory 
of the day with a 6-2, 7-6 (7-5) win 
over Dinah Washington at third. 
Limon demolished Nikki Lager-
strom at fourth 6-1,6-2, while Gagnon 
ripped Chris Schulte at fifth 6-2,6-3. 

Talton emerged from her singles 
match with a'6-2, 6-1 win over KSU 
sixth seed Brooke Brundige. 

The Owls return to action today 
in a 1:30 p.m. battle with Baylor Uni-
versity at Waco before hosting the 
University of South Alabama next 
Tuesday. 

Swimmers claim 31st at 
NCAA Championships 
by Grant Flowers 

The swim team sent three of its members to the NCAA Swimming 
and Diving Championships held at the University ofTexas in Austin 
on Mar. 16-18. 

The members collected 13 points, an Ail-American distinction and 
an honorable mention All-America. 

The 13 points put Rice in 31st place at the meet. Stanford Univer-
sity won the national title. 

Freshman Carrie Bowden was named All-American at the me6t for 
her performance in the 100-yard butterfly. Bowden placed eighth 
with a time of 55.21 seconds. Stanford's Jenny Thompson, a medalist 
in the 1992 Summer Olympics at Barcelona, won the event. 

"It was a great race — everyone was really fast," said Bowden. "I 
was very scared and nervous." 

Bowden's All-American mention was the first such distinction for 
Rice in any Division I swimming event. 

On being given the honor, Bowden said, T m really excited. My 
parents were tickled pink." 

Sophomore Ginny Farmer swam in both the 200-yard and the 400-
yard individual medleys. Fanner placed 15th in the 200 medley with 
a time of 2:02.69 and garnered two point^ for the Owls. 

Farmer's swim earned her honorable mention All-America distinc-
tion. 

"The race wa£ a lot faster than I expected," Farmer said. "It was a 
lot faster than last year." * ••• •-

Considering that Rice has limited scholarships available and no 
diving program, a 31st-place finisli was very impressive. Still, the 
swimmers think there is more progress in store for the future. 

"It's pretty exciting that we placed, and next year we'Jphave relays 
so we'll do even better," said Farmer. 

"We're getting there," said Bowden. 
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Men's tennis wins its first 
match of year, takes third 
by Bill Van Vooren 

The men's tennis team won its 
first match of the season but dropped 
two others during the 1995 Gulf 
Coast Chemical Rice Invitational last 
weekend. 

As a result, the team now stands 
at 1-7 (0-1 in the Southwest Confer-
ence) in dual match play. 

"We came away happy with how 
it went," said junior transfer and act-
ing captain Shaheen Ladhani. "We 
had a good win on Sunday and we 
had chances to beat all the teams." 

Rice opened the invitational with 
a 2-5 loss to Columbia University. 

The team first conceded the 
doubles point; only the team of 
sophomore Ben Pritchett and junior 
Chris Sankey took a match with«a 
convincing 8-2 victory. 

In s ingles play, juniors Jon 
Elsberry at first singles and Shaheen 
Ladhani at third were responsible 
for Rice's two points. 

Elsberry won with a score of 6-2, 
7-5, while Ladhani recorded a three-
set win 6-7, 6-4, 6-3. 

At second singles, sophomore 
Rico Jacober lost 3-6, 1-6; at fourth 
singles, freshman Shane Stone was 
defeated 3-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

At fifth and sixth singles, Pritchett 
and freshman Darin Mast lost 5-7,3-
6 and 6-3, 4-6, 4-6, respectively. 

On Saturday, the second day of 
the round robin, the team took its 
first victory (4-3) of the season 

-against Northeast Louisiana Univer-
sity. 

"It's good to get that first win 
because the pressure starts to build 
and you get a little desperate," 
Ladhani said. "We feel so much more 
confident by playing tough oppo-
nents and doing well against them." 

Rice won points at the second, 
third, fourth, and sixth slots. 

At second, Jacober took the key 
point of the match by fighting out a 
tough three set, three tie-break 
match, winning 7-6, 6-7, 7-6. 

Ladhani won at third 6-4, 6-1, 
Stone won at fourth singles 6-3,1-6, 
7-6 and Mfist took the last point 6-1, 
6-2. 

On the final day of the invita-
tional, the Owls fell to the eventual 
tournament champions, the Univer-
sity of Arkansas-Little Rock. 

Rice took the doubles points with 
wins turned in by the doubles teams 
of Elsberry-Ladhani and Pritchett-
Sankey. 

Both had final scores of 8-3. 
Jacober took the only singles point, 
Winning 1-6, 7-6, 6-2. 

Arkansas-Little Rockxame away 
with a 3-0 record to take the tourna-
ment title. 

Columbia took second with a 2-1 
record and Rice took third at 1-2. 
Northeast Louisiana was blanked on 
the weekend. 

"We had a little confidence prob-
lem with some of our singles play-
ers," Ladhani said of the team's poor 
start. 

"They felt a lot of pressure to win 
and we're a young team with five 
freshmen. It's merely a question of 
application. We've got some good 
players who just need a little match 
experience." 

The team faces Baylor Univer-
sity this weekend, hoping to eyen its 
SWC record. 

"I think we have a very good 
chance against them," Ladhani said. 
"I am very confident that we'll beat 
them, to be honest." 

The team then travels to Irvine, 
Calif., for the Marriott Invitational 
next week. 

T 

Junior Shaheen Ladhani reaches down for a backhand return in his match against Arkansas-Little Rock on Sunday. 

Relegation: the way to get the Timberwolves to play in the CBA 
by Grant Flowers 

An idea flashed through my head 
the other day, an idea of the rarest 
genius, an idea sure to reform the 
methods of sports in America: rel-
egation. 

HIT& 

What a beautiful word that is — 
relegation. Don't you like the way it 
slips off the tongue? 

Relegation? What the heck is that, 
you ask? 

Well, relegation is a feature of 
domestic soccer leagues through-
out the world, from Argentina to the 
Ukraine. As such, it's a common 
notion t » hundreds of millions of 
people, none of which are Ameri-
cans. 

As an example, take the English 
soccer league. Set up into four divi-
sions —the Premier League and the 
First, Second and Third Divisions 
(in descending order of quality) — 
all the teams play every other team 
in their division twice a season. 

Three points for a win, one for a 
draw and at the end, the team with 
the most points wins the division. 
No playoffs, no Super Bowl (or Soc-
cer Bowl, as the championship game 
of the old North American Soccer 
League was called). 

Here's where the concept of rel-
egation comes in. Let's consider the 
plight of Leicester City, currently 
the worst team in the Premier 
League. 

At the end of the season, Leices-
ter and the other three worst teams 
will be relegated to the First Divi-
sion. Replacing these delinquents 
will be the top four teams from the 

First Division. In other words, per-
forming badly at the highest level of 
competition means a club has to 
move down to a lesser league. 

Doing better means a promotion 
to a league with better teams, more 
fans and, of course, more money. In 
British-speak, Leicester go down and 
Wolverhampton go up. 

So this was the brilliant idea I 
had: installing relegation as a fea-
ture of American sports. Can you 
imagine the fun? 

I can. Let's make a larger basket-
ball league, with the NBA as the top 
division, the CBA in the middle and 
the World Basketball League at the 
bottom. The WBL is now defunct, I 
think. Its gimmick was that players 
could be no taller than 6-6. 

Every year the three best/worst 

teams would be promoted/rel -
egated. Under this system, even the 
Minnesota Timberwolves would 
have motivation to win. 

Would you want to play in the 
CBA or the WBL? Didn't think so. 

Perhaps the best feature of the 
relegation system is that the end of 
the season isn't just about who wins 
the league; in fact, in England, some 
of the most-watched games are be-
tween teams trying to avoid relega-
tion at year's end. 

So, in our extremely hypotheti-
cal scenario, a late-season game be-
tween the T-Wolves and the Clip-
pers would be watched by millions 
of people, right? 

No, but the two teams involved, 
with the threat of a trip to the CBA, 
would play for more than more balls 

in the lottery machine. 
Let's say theT-Wolves finish last. 

They get relegated to the CBA, 
Laettner will pine for the old days at 
Duke and then we'll move the 
Yakima Sun Kings up to the NBA. 

Now, I can't name a single Sun 
King, but don't you think each of 
them would have a blast playing in 
the top division? 

They'd love it and I'd be happy to 
watch them play the Rockets. That 
would be the one NBA game I allow 
myself to watch each year. 

Or what about the NFL? Join the 
NFL with the CFL and send the Oil-
ers to Alberta. 

Instead of the Bengals, let's in-

vite the Hamilton Tiger-Cats down 
from Canada and make them play 
the 49ers. 

Great fun, although I don't know 
which league's rules would be used. 
Most of this is in jest, but the idea 
does have some appeal to me. 

I get sick of seeing the same 
teams with the occasional teal-col-
ored expansion team. Wouldn't it be 
neat to see a slightly different league 
every year? 

Oh. I seem to have forgotten the 
promotion concept is already in ef-
fect in one major sport. 

How else to explain the plumbers 
and 48-year-olds playing baseball 
right now? 

Intramural Announcements 
The Men's College Volleyball and the Women's 
College Basketball schedules are now available for 
pickup in the wall racks in the gym. Play started this 
past Monday. College Floor Hockey and Men's College 
Softball schedules will be coming out soon. 

The College Track & Field Meet will be held Thursday, 
March 30. The 5k run and field events start at 4:3d 
p.m. The other running events start at 5 p.m. Jh? 
meet will last approximately three and one half 
hours. Call Lisa or Dave for more information. 

Special notice — Rice Intramurals now have a home 
page on the Rice Info (Mosaic). Choose the Campus 
Life menu and then click on Rice Athletics. From 
inside the Athletics menu choose Intramural Athletics 
or just open the url. It is http://chico.rice.edu/ 
~hkoyuncu/im.html. In the Intramural athletics, you 
will find rules, current schedules and entry forms. 

Please use the Intramural Hot line 527-4750. This 
number will be used for announcements, the daily 
schedule andto announce rain outs. Please call this 
number 30 minutes to one hour before game time in 
inclement weather. 

Watch the Thresher and talk to your college reps for 
more information. 

March 29 
10:00 p.m. 

$50 First Prize 
Call 527-4056 
if interested. 

http://chico.rice.edu/
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Men's track starts outdoor season 
by Ben Glassman 

If the performance of its distance 
runners is the key to Rice's outdoor 
track season, last weekend's Col-
lege Station Relays had to be en-
c o u r a g i n g . 

The Owls placed in two key 
events, as Richard Toves took third 
in the 3000-meter steeplechase with 
a time of 9:26.37, and Jeff Lewis 
earned a third-place finish in the 
1500-meter run in 3:53.80. 

Toves and Lewis, along with 
Adam Reiser and Luis Armenteros, 
will be instrumental in Rice's efforts 
to follow its Southwest Conference 
Indoor Championship with an out-

door championship as well. 
Lewis said that his performance 

will be indicative of the outdoor sea-
son. 

"If all of us [the distance run-
ners] are healthy, we'll have a good 
chance of placing," he said. 

This was only the third outdoor 
meet of the season for the Owls, and 
they're just beginning to warm up. 

"I hope to shave at least ten sec-
onds off my time next week," said 
Toves. "There's definitely room for 
improvement." 

Sophomore Quinton Milner took 
third in the 400-meter hurdles, an-
other key event, with a time of52.59, 
only .84 seconds short of an NCAA 
provisional time. 

Rice finished in eighth place over-
all at the meet, but many of its top 
indoor performers were resting and 
did not compete. 

One exception was junior Chris 
Jones, who ran in the 400 meters at 
the Pan-American Games in Plata 
del Mar, Argentina. 

He finished fifth in 45.82 seconds. 
The time also qualified him provi-
sionally for the NCAAs in Knoxville. 

The Owls will be competing in 
Houston today and tomorrow at the 
Texas Southern Relays. 

"Basically, we're going to see 
where we stand for the outdoor sea-
son," Kareem Streete-Thompson 
said. "A lot of questions are going to 
be answered." 

Women's track runs at TSU Relays 
by Tony Tran 

The women's track team opens 
the outdoor season by traveling 
across town to the Texas Southern 
University Relays this weekend. 

"This is our first meet so every-
one who hasn't competed yet can 
see where they are at," Sherita 
Howard said. "For those who have 
competed, they will get ready for the 
rest of the season." 

The team had been looking for-
ward to the outdoor season as the 
runners feel more comfortable in 
conditions that they have practiced 
in all year. 

"Outdoors is easier for us because 
we train on that surface all the time," 
Howard said. 

"We're really trained for the out-

door season, not indoor, so there are 
no real adjustments we need to 
make," said junior Stacy Swank, who 
will not be competing this weekend. 

Last weekend, in the Pan Ameri-
can Games in Plata del Mar, Argen-
tina, senior Valerie Tulloch repre-
sented her native Canada in the jav-
elin throw. 

Tulloch set school, Southwest 
Conference and Canadian national 
records with a throw of 198-9. 

This toss earned her a bronze 
medal and shattered her personal 
best of 191-2. 

"I've been working hard all year," 
she said. "I opene'd big, which I 
wanted to do, but it was bigger than 
I expected." 

Her javelin throw was the best in 
the NCAA so far. 

"It's always exciting to represent 

your country," she said. "I want to 
keep improving and hopefully qualify 
for the World Championships." 

She was optimistic of the team's 
chances in the outdoor season. 

"We look really good," she said. 
"We have some sprinters coming 
out who are fresh. Our team is pretty 
self-sufficient. We have a very well-
rounded team and should score in a 
lot of events." 

Howard agreed with Tulloch 
about the team's strengths. 

"Everyone is doing their indi-
vidual events and we will focus on 
what needs to be done to win," she 
said. 

"I don't see any weaknesses on 
our team. The distance team and 
track team have been working to-
gether from the start, so it's been a 
definite advantage." 

SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Athletes did not have agent 
No new evidence has emerged 

concerning allegations that Kareem 
Stree te -Thompson and Bryan 
Bronson have an agent. 

The a l leged agent , Tony 
Campbell, said, "This has all been a 
big misunderstanding." 

Kyle Kallander, the Assistant 
Commissioner of the Southwest 
Conference, revealed that Rice's in-
vestigation concluded that the Owls 
were innocent of any wrongdoing. 

He also stated that the SWC was 
not going to take any action in the 
matter. 

"Rice looked into the situation 
and determined that there had been 
no violations, and the SWC has noth-
ing to add to that," he said. 

— by Ben Glassman 

Lacrosse must beat A&M 
The lacrosse club will take on 

Texas A&M University this week-
end in its most important home 
match of the season. 

The Owls and Aggies will meet 
Sunday at noon on the lacrosse field 
with possible playoff spots hanging 
in the balance. 

Rice must win at least one of its 
next two games to contend for a 
berth in the Southwestern Lacrosse 
Championships. 

"This is our only home game left, 
so any fan support we could get 
would be huge," Joey Olivier said. 

According to senior Arnaud 
Klineberg, the team will need in-
spired performances from juniors 
Will Kurtz and Mark Stugart. 

Earlier in the season, the Owls 
suffered an 11-5 loss to the Aggies in 
College Station. 

"Our defense has been playing 
better, and our goalie has really 
stepped up. We just need to lose the 

ball less," Olivier said. 
The match is especially impor-

tant because the Owls must travel to 
Austin next weekend to face the 
University of Texas Longhorns. 

According to Olivier, UT will be a 
tougher opponent than A&M. 

"They're the team to beat this 
year," Olivier said. 

A sweep of Texas and Texas A&M 
would assure the Owls a playoff 
berth. If the Owls beat A&M and 
lose to UT, Rice will end the season 
tied with A&M for second place. 

In this case, the playoff berth 
would be decided in a point differen-
tial. 

"If we beat A&M and lose toTexas 
it'll be up in the air," Olivier said. 

"We roll over every other team in 
the conference except UT and 
A&M," Klineberg said. "We just need 
to click." 

— by Peter Stokes 

The only LSAT Review with a Money Back Guarantee! 

LSAT (bwbn LSAT 
Now is the time to prepare for the 

June 12,1995 LSAT! 
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Downtown H.B.U. Downtown 
Saturdays Tuesdays Wednesdays 

9 a.m.-l p.m. 6 p.m.-lO p.m. 6 p.m.-lO p.m. 
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15,000+ Texas Attorneys Swear by Our Bar Review Course. 
Why trust anyone else to prepare you for the LSAT? 

Instruction from Licensed Attorneys and Professors Course Materials 
LSAT Exams with Explanations Biblio/Audio Library Critiques of Personal Statements 

Admissions Counseling, Cross-registration 1 year of Free Repeats 
or Money Back Guarantee Discount on BAR/BRI BAR REVIEW PROGRAM 

Save $50 when you mention this ad! 
Call 1-800-777-EXAM to register for the June 12 LSAT Review. 

HEAD TO HEAD 

• ' :y • 

Tony looks at the check that he got from Dr. Glllls to do Head to Head. 

This week's guest on Head to 
Head Is our beloved president, 

Malcolm Glllls. 

Tony Tran v s. Malcolm Gillis 

Maryland vs. Connecticut 
Joe was all-world against 
the Longhorns. He 
single-handedly led the 
Terrapins to the Sweet 
Sixteen. UConn has Ray 
Allen and Deron Sheffer, 
but Travis Knight can't 
stop Joe. Terps rule. 

On paper, the University of 
Connecticut looks better 
than Maryland. However, 
UConn may not handle the 
pressure as well as the 
Terrapins. In a close one, 
Maryland will beat the 
Huskies. 

Oklahoma State vs. Wake Forest 
Tim Duncan vs. Bryant 
Reeves. Childress vs. 
Rutherford. These four 
will play to a stalemate. 
However, the Deacons 
will advance because of 
their X-factor: Exree 
Hipp. Wake by 10. 

Wake Forest has two out-
standing athletes in the 
front and back court with 
Randolph Childress and 
Tim Duncan. This duo 
should be enough to 
counter the beef iri the 
Cowboy lineup. 

Virginia vs. Kansas 
The Jayhawks are deeper 
than the Cavaliers. They 
have a better coach. They 
have a higher seed. They 
have Greg Ostertag. But, 
with Staples firing away 
and junior pounding the 
inside, UVa shocks KU. 

Kansas with Roy Williams 
Is well-coached. Virginia 
Is hungrier. If the game Is 
close at the end, the Cava-
liers will find a way to win. 
But on balance, the 
Jayhawks should be the 
pick. 

Arizona State vs. Kentucky 
Mario Bennett is a stud, 
but he can't overcome 
the three-point barrage 
of the Wildcats. My na-
tional-champions-to-be 
take out ASU by 8 points. 

The Kentucky Wildcats, 
with head coach Rick 
Pltlno leading the way, will 
win hands down over Ari-
zona State and Lute Olson. 
Enough said. 

/ • 

NCAA Tournament Update: 
• ' . 

Records 
— Tony: 31-17 

— Agatha: 38 • 10 mmm 
v>*v, ;> . : 

•- - Points 
—-Tony: 42 

- —Agatha: 40 

Next week on Head to Head: 
Izzy Martinez and Pave Ralston 

pick the Final Four 
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The Best Way To Save Money On Stuff 

(Other Than Borrowing Your Roommate's.) 

Roommates tend to get weird when you bo r row their stuff. (They're funny 

Maste, 

S H X 8 3 H 5 b 

O D Q o f : ' . 

SAHH CLASEft 

like that.) Better to get yourself a MasterCard" card. Then 

you could use it to buy the things you really want. 

And with these College MasterValues* coupons, you'll save up to 40%. And until 

you get your own place, it's the smartest thing you can do. Roommates are weird 

e n o u g h as it is. MasterCard. It's more than a credit card. It's smart money. 

fUHHtK SPORTS. 

FREE Pair of Shorts (A $23 Value) 
Run away with savings and our shorts, too. Receive 
a FREE pair of shorts (a *23 value), when you pur-
chase *65 or more on your next catalog order and 
use your MasterCard® card. Call 1-800-551-5558 
for a free catalog or to place an order. Mention offer 
#RRP-0720. 
Offer valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5 /31 /95 . Offer valid only J l O L L E G f 
on purchases using a MasterCard* card. C o u p o n ^ N . 
cannot be combined with any other discounts, ( j * 
points or offers. O n e free pair of shorn 
per customer. 

SAVE 25% O N THE BEATLES' 
GREATEST HITS O N CD 

Choose either the Red album, with hits from 1962 
to 1966 (26 hits including: A Hard Day's Night, 
Ticket To Ride and Help) or the Blue album, 1967 
to 1970 (28 hits including: Sgt. Pepper's Lonely 
Hearts Club Band, All You Need Is Love, and 
Revolution). Buy one 2-CD set for 525.98 (a '31.98 
value) or get the pair of CD sets for $47.98. To 
order call 1-800-313-3323. 
Offer valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5/31/95. Offer valid only c 
purchases using a MasterCard* card. Offer may no 
be combined with any other offer or discount. 
Shipping and handling additional. ($3.50 per 
address in the U.S.A.) Please add applicable sales 
tax. Offer void where prohibited. 

.COLLEGE 

7lfesterVaVue&" 

71RT(7IRVED 
Collage Jewelry 

SAVE UP T O $120 
Your college ring, from ArtCarved, is a keepsake 
you'll always treasure. Save $30 on 10K gold, $60 
on 14K gold or $120 on 18K gold. Call 1-800-
952-7002 for more details. 

Offer valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5 / 3 1 / 9 5 . Offer valid 
only on purchases using a MasterCard* card. 
Coupon may not be combined with any 
o theu}oupon or-discount. Offer does not 
apply to shipping and handling. Limit one 
order per person. Some limitations may apply. 

.COt-LEGf. 

/lfeterValu«ft' 

H Carnival. 
THE MOST POPUAR CRUSE LINE IS THE WORLD!. 

CRUISE AND SAVE, PLUS 
RECEIVE A FREE FANNY PACK* 

Cruise the "Fun ShipsK"and save up to $400 per 
cabin on 3- or 4-day cruises when you use your 
MasterCard*" card. Cruise for as little as $299 per 
person. 3rd and 4th passengers cruise FREE! Call 
1-800-352-3454 for information and bookings. 
West Coast callers dial: 1-800-633-0220. 
Ask for C O L L E G E MasterValues' Savings' Offer valid on selected sailings 
through 1995. holiday blackouts apply. Must book by 5 / 3 1 / 9 5 . Offer valid 
only on purchases using a MasterCard* card. Rates are per person, double 
occupancy, cruise-only with air add-ons available. 
Port charges/fees and taxes are additional. Offer ^ _ C 0 L L E G £ ^ 
subject to availability and not combinable with 
any other discount Ship's Registry: Liberia, ( 
Bahamas. *Double-zipper nylon "parachute" s . % 

pack with black adjustable waist strap 

•.ENS EXgffiESS 
Save 40% 

Join the club...and save 40% off the *25, three-year mem-
bership fee when you use your MasterCard* card. Enjoy 
discounts of up to 50% on contact lenses, glasses, designer 
sunglasses and much more at "America's #1 Vision Care 
Service". For more details, call 1-800-USA-LENS and 
mention offer #101. 

Offer and coupon valid 2 / 1 / ^ 5 to 5 / 3 1 / 9 5 . 
Offer valid only on purchases using a 
MasterCard* card. Offer void where 
prohibited by law. 

.COLLEGE 

. _ • ) 

"festerVaJue£ 

Rtrlnporfr 
for a c h a n g e 

Save 15% "On Your Next Purchase 
Your dorm or apartment could use a few changes. 
You could use a good deal. Pier 1 can supply both. 
We'll take 15% off your total purchase of all regular 
price items, from colorful pillows to fun framed art. 
All the supplies school calls for, plus 15% off when 
you use your MasterCard* card at Pier 1. 
Offer and coupon valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5 /31 /95 . Offer valid only on purchases 
using a MasterCard* card. Offer valid on regular priced merchandise only, 
excludes clearance and sale items, delivery and other service charges.Coupon 
must be redeemed at the time of purchase. Offer does not apply to pnor 
purchases and cannot be used to purchase Gift 
Certificates. Coupon is not valid in combination COLLEGE 
with any other coupon or discount. Coupon is 
valid at all Pier 1 company stores and partici- f j 
pating franchise stores.Coupon #446 . S 

Offer No t Valid Without This C o u p o n . 

T I M E W A R N E R 

GET ONE VIDEO FREE 
WHEN YOU BUY THREE 

Video values just for you! Enjoy a full selection of 
top-quality videos at discount prices. All videos arc 
priced at 59.95 or less and are 100% satisfaction guar-
anteed. Act now and get one video FREE when you 
buy three and use your MasterCard" card. Call 
1-800-862-7100 for your FREE catalog and ask tor 
the COLLEGE MasterValues" offer. 

Offer valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5 /31 /95 . Offer valid only COLLEGE 
on purchases using a MasterCard* card Offer 
may not be combined with any other offer or ( ) 
discount. Offer valid for U.S. residents only. 
Void where prohibited. ' ^ S t e f V a W ^ 

ONE HOUR 
MOTOPHOTO 

50% Off Film Developing 
Hold on to the good times and your money, too. 
MotoPhoto...thc best place for better pictures guar-
anteed! Take 50% off the regular price of processing 
and printing when you use yoyr MasterCard" card. 
Call 1-800-733-6686 for the location nearest you. 
Limit 1. 
Offer and coupon valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5 / 3 1 / 9 5 . Cash redempt ion value 
1/20. Offer valid only on purchases using a MasterCard* card Limit 
one coupon per customer. Canno t be combined 
with any other offers. Offer valid on C 41 ^ j L O L L c G E . ^ 
process, 35 m m film, and standard sire print* 
only Of fe r valid at participating stores only. 

Offer Not Valid Without This Coupe 

Save $2 Off A CD Or Cassette 
Here's music to your ears...save »2 on one CD or 
cassette priced '8.99 or more when you use your 
MasterCard* card. One *2 discount per coupon. 
C O U P O N #493 

Offer and coupon valid 2 / 1 / 9 5 to 5 / 3 1 / 9 5 . Offer valid only on pur-
chases using a MasterCard* card, ( 'ash redempt ion value 1 /2U. Offer 
void where prohibited, taxed or restricted. C o u p o n 
may not be combined with any o ther discount. 
Limit one C D or cassette per order. Excludes C O L L E G E 
sale merchandise. 

-8oonf Ror 
SAVE UP TO 25% 

Show the special people in your life how much 
you care! Save 20% on all floral arrangements and 
gift baskets of '28.45 or more, and get 25% off a 
dozen roses when you use your MasterCard card. 
Call 1-8OO-THE-ROSE before lpni and have your 
special gift delivered the same day! 

49% Off A Special 
12-Week Subscription 

Offer Not Valid Without This Coupon . 

t >ffer valid 2 /1 / 95 to 5/31 / 9 5 t Xl'er valid only < 
MasterCard* card. Offer valid oil products prii.ee 
Applicable sales tax and service charges are additu 
C o u p o n is not valid with any other special offer 
or discount. Offer valid only on deliveries . 
within the Continental United States. \ 
Sunday delivery not guaranteed. 

Invest in your future and stay on top of current devel-
o p m e n t s w i t h The Waif Sttvct Journal. F o r a l i m i t e d 
time only, pay just *2} lot 1.* 
to the nation's leading business 
advantage ot this >prvus o??cr. 
and please vete* s» \ 

COLLEGE. 

' week subscription 
. publication To take 
vaU 1-S00-J4S 3555 
•5NV 

COLLEGE 

^festerValues' ^festetVaK**' 

THE SHARPER IMAGE 
SAVE 15% O N Y O U R NEXT 

PURCHASE OF $75 O R MORE 
Shopping is easy at America's premier specialty retailer 
of gift, fitness, recreational, travel, apparel and more. 
Use your MasterCard card and save 15% on a pur-
chase of 575 or more when you shop at any one of 
our 70 store locations or by mail order. Call 1-800-
344-4444. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to find the 
store nearest you or for .1 FREE catalog. 
Offer valid ' 1 95 to 5 31 '*5 Offer valid only on purchases using a 
MasterCard* card Offet not v alid on certain purchases May not he 
combined with I requcn! Buyers'* Program^ Price Matching Policv. 

\ ,>i valid on purchase ot gift certificates or on COLLEGE 
previous purchases. l"he discount is applicable ' 
to. and the min imum purchase based on / 
merchandise prices only, and excludes tax. ^ 
shipping and tax on shipping ^ f e s t e r t o l u e * " 
Coupon Required . PON C O D E : H V Q 

i 1995 MasterCard International Incorporated 

v . , <r-
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Welcome, Maryana! 
CALENDAR 

•Friday, March 2 4 - DEADLINE; drop c lasses by 5 p.m. 
• Friday, March 2 4 - Tennis (M) vs. Baylor <§> 2 :30 p.m. WARP 

OwlCon Gaming Convention through Saturday. Don't enter 
the s team tunnels th is weekend - the Alvatar might get you. 
Also, there is susposed to be a Beer-Bike TG at Hanszen. 
But I doubt it. Go anyway, 'cause Hanszen is kickin' . 

• Saturday, March 2 5 - In an exceptionally close race, the 
Hanszen women defeat Wiess. Brown f inishes 8th, ahead of 
only GSA. However, Wiess redeims itself and steals the 
men 's race, as three of Hanszen's riders are knocked over 
by the pitifully jealous Brown & Baker teams. Hanszen sti l l 
f in ishes a strong second. 

• Saturday, March 2 5 - Rondelet. All of Hanszen and Wiess 
score, while Brown spends the night puking in the bathroom. 

•Tuesday, March 2 8 - The student car show begins in the 
Grand Hall. Now there 's something we can all enjoy. Followed 
by the car maintenance c lass on Thursday <§> 4 p.m. 

It was Beer-Bike, and Maryana wasn't happy. As she surveyed her newly aquired domain 
from the empty seventh floor of Sid, she pondered the year that lay ahead. Sure, she had 
achieved the ultimate politico victory. Sure, her rise to power had been flawless. But many 
uncertanties remained. What of Tony 19 and his growing popularity on campus? If he 
realized his power and turned his interests to the Rice political arena, he would pose a 
serious threat to her agenda. "He must be assimilated," she decided. "I will entice him into 
my elite inner circle, where I will be able to use his popularity for my own means. But today, 
there is shmoozing to be done." Maryana set off to the bike track. As she arrived, her Wiess 
women were just finishing being totally destroyed by the Brown juggernaut. Moving 
quickly, she organized a discussion group for the defeated team, meeting Monday and 
Wednesday nights, to explore everyone's feelings and opinions of the race. "I just want you 
to know that I'm open to any comments or suggestions," Maryana said. "You're not doing 
this alone. I'm not doing this alone. We all need to work together, as a team." Later, the 
discussion group would grow into a Senate sub-committee, the Committee on Team 
Building and Self-Esteem in Sporting Events, in conjunction with SNC. Hugs were 
exchanged. But that's another story. Meanwhile, the Hanszen men's team rode to a 
crushing victory, completing the Shriner Bike sweep. "It must have been the fezes," one 
team member explained. "Or maybe the steroids and speed." Hanszen rejoiced. Malcom's 
pool was filled with whipped cream, and three days of decadence followed. 

As the track emptied, Maryana hung in the backgroud, along University Drive. When no one was looking, she ran to the hedges and ducked inside. 
"Hello, friends," she sighed. "I've missed you so. No one understands the importance of my leafy pals. I guess sometimes you just have to be in the freakin' 
hedges before you appreciate them." Ah, so true. A lesson we all should learn. 

Back at Malcolm's pool, Tony 19 was enjoying the moment. He had sucessfully engineered the Hanszen victory, and strengthened his support base. 
"Dear Rice," he thought, "You are very stupid school. You should be a bow down to me and I rule you and I am Tony 19." Taking another sip of his Tequila 
Sunrise, he stripped down to his skivvies and dove into the pool to frolick with the Hanszen babes. His satisfaction did not last long, however. He was 
hungry for power. Tony 19 quietly toweled off, and slipped into the Gillis manor. Moving quickly, he climbed the stairs and entered Malcolm's bedroom. 
"Get the fuck out, you little punk!" Malcolm screamed, as the hooker tried to hide the smack. "Get back to your damn party!" "Not today, Malcolm," 
Tony 19 smiled. He pulled out his gat (remember: gat = a gun). Malcolm started to sob, "Don't shoot me." ButTonyl9 moved with lightning speed, pistol 
whipping the now ex-President. "Oh, I'm blind," Malcolm wheezed. Tony 19 quickly finished the job. Suddenly, there was a noise in the hall. "Malcolm 
honey, where are you?" Before Tony 19 could react, the door swung open. Maryana strode inside, covered with leaves. "I knew I would find you here," 
she said to Tony 19. ^'Thanks for ending my affair with jolly boy here. He was getting a bit too demanding. Now, let us join forces and together, we will 
run this school." 

But Tony 19 knew better. He wasn't about to become a pawn of The Leafy One. "Step off, she-bitch," he hissed, pulling out an ax. "I know how to deal 
with politicos like you." But before he could act, The Senate Sub-committee on the Protection of the Glorious Leader and the^Persecution of Infidels 
burst in. Tony 19 made his escape out the window and through the raging Hanszen party. The Protection Committee gave chase, but Tonyl9 made it 
to the steam tunnels, where the Alvatar protected him and welcomed him to the world of WARP. Gaining fanatical followers with the skillful use of the 
twelve sided die, Tony 19 built an army of elves and warriors and dungeon masters. Two days later, this army emerged. Maryana and her Committees 
were powerless before them. No mercy was shown and Maryana fled in exile. "I will return," she cried, "there are T-shirts I have yet to make!" Tonyl9 
became the Pleasure Prince of Rice University, and also Sammy the Owl. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

$ 1 7 5 0 week ly possible mail ing o u r 
circulars! N o expe r i ence r e q u i r e d . 
Begin N o w ! For info call 2 0 2 - 2 9 8 -
8 9 5 2 . 

Rel ig ion for P o s t - M o d e r n i s t s , T h e -
ists, H u m a n i s t s , Pagans: All are wel-
c o m e . First U n i t a r i a n Universa l i s t 
C h u r c h - H o u s t o n mee t s Sunday at 
5 :00 p .m. , 1311 H o l m a n at Carol ine . 
Active Y o u n g Adul t G r o u p . 5 2 6 - 5 2 0 0 
or call Rice c o n t a c t M e l i n d a Sue 
Hu tch ings , 8 3 1 - 4 7 0 0 xlOO. 

C r u i s e Jobs. S t u d e n t s n e e d e d ! Harn 
up to $ 2 , 0 0 0 + / m o . work ing for Cruise 
Ships or L a n d - T o u r c o m p a n i e s . Wor ld 
Travel (Hawai i , Mex ico , the Carib-
bean, etc .) Seasonal a n d Fu l l -T ime 
e m p l o y m e n t available. N o exper ience 
necessary. For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n call: 
C r u i s e F m p l o v m e n t S e r v i c e s , 
( 2 0 6 ) 6 3 4 - 0 4 6 8 ext. C 5 8 4 9 2 . 

Nat iona l Parks H i r i n g Seasonal and 
ful l- t ime e m p l o y m e n t available at Na-
tional Parks, Forests and Wildlife Pre-
serves. Benefi ts and bonuses ! Apply 
n o w for best pos i t ions . Call: 1 -206 -
5 4 5 - 4 8 0 4 ext. N 5 8 4 9 2 . 

S u m m e r Jobs. Several ful l - t ime posi-
tions available. Call Mark at 747 -2 173. 

O p p o r t u n i t y K n o c k s fo r business 
minded individuals! P / T or F / T posi-
t ions available w / c o m p a n y p r o d u c i n g 
over S 2 0 0 mill ion in business . W o r k 
\ \ / professional people and rapid ad-

v a n c e m e n t o p p o r t u n i t y . C o n t a c t 
ASAP at 2 6 6 - 2 7 4 9 . 

Wanted: Rice s t u d e n t to t u t o r my 
son in 5 th grade m a t h / s c i e n c e 2 days 

"a week af ter 6 :00 p .m. W- 6 2 9 - 5 0 7 0 , 
H- 6 6 6 - 0 8 6 2 . Ask for Camillc . 

A g g i e Jokes Spr ing Ed i t ion . T o hear 
21 jokes call 9 0 0 - 9 9 0 - 2 5 8 1 . $ 1 . 9 9 / 
min . Max. 6 min. or $ 1 1 . 9 4 . M u s t be 
18 o r over. Kiwi Sendees, 5 1 2 - 2 2 4 -
0 2 9 2 C o r p u s Christ i , TX. 

C h i l d c a r e n e e d e d : P r o f e s s i o n a l 
couple needs responsible and reliable 
childcare for 8 year old d a u g h t e r for 
s u m m e r and next school year o r next 
year only, (after 2 : 4 5 p .m. t o ap-
proximately 6 :30 p .m . ) Dut i e s in-
clude childcare, car poo l ing and o t h e r 
misc. chi ld-related responsibil i t ies. 
Pay negot iab le . Car available. G o o d 
references ' and dr iver ' s license re-
qu i red . Please call Gail Johns at 222 -
0 3 8 1 . 

Part - t ime assistant wan ted . Small 
office in Galleria area look ing for 
fellow Rice s tuden ts t o join o u r in-
ces tuous clan! Administrat ive assis-
tant t o help with daily opera t ions . 
Flexible hou r s available. Call us -
we ' r e cool! C o n t a c t R o b G. @688-
9 2 7 9 . 

S u m m e r jobs for the e n v i r o n m e n t . 
Earn $ 2 5 0 0 - $ 3 5 0 0 and free the 
planet. Campa ign to save e n d a n g e r e d 
species, p r o m o t e recycling and s top 
pol luters . W o r k with the P I R G s , Si-
erra C l u b and Green Corps . Posi-
t ions in 3 3 states and D . C . C a m p u s 

interviews: April 4 & 5. Call Jamie: 1-
8 0 0 - 7 5 - E A R T H . 

H o u s t o n Ballet needs you to p ro-
m o t e its new season. Par t - t ime posi-
t ions available in the Te lemarke t ing 
D e p a r t m e n t . We will work with your 
schedule . Great people , great cause. 
Call Suzie @523-6300 . 

For sale: racing bicycle - 54 cm celeste 
blue Bianchi Virata. N e w light stiff 
f rameset made f r o m Tange Ul t ima te 
Prestige tub ing . Low mileage S h i m a n o 
105 componen t s . Choice o f w h e e l sets, 
pedals. $ 4 5 0 O B O . C o n t a c t Lou @ 
5 2 8 - 2 9 5 9 . 

NOTES & 
NOTICES 

J o h n Gilbert , f r o m the Universi ty of 
C o l o r a d o at B o u l d e r will p r e s e n t 
"An t igone , Iphigenia in Aulis, and the 
Traff ic in W o m e n " on Friday, March 
31, at 4 p .m. in F o n d r e n 5 2 5 . Pre-
sen ted courtesy of the w o r k s h o p in 
Ancient Medi te r ranean Civilizations 
of the Cen te r for the Study o f Cul-
tures. 

J o h n Irwin f rom John H o p k i n s Uni-
versity will present " H a r t C rane ' s T h e 
Bridge: D . H . Lawrence , Nie tzsche , 
and the Mot i f of the Sacred Mar r iage . " 
Friday, March 31 , at 4 p .m. in Rayzor 
Hall 110. 

B u d g e t Travel Workshop: a series of 
travel topics f r o m h o w to find cheap air 
fares, pre-tr ip p lann ing , and personal 

Goodbye, Marty! 
S E E YOUR SORRY A S S IN A B O U T 20 YEARS! 

safety to b u d g e t a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , 
f o o d , and more . This free w o r k s h o p 
will be given on March 30 @ 7 p . m . , 
April 6 @ 1:45 p .m . , and April 8 @ 9 : 1 5 
a .m. Seat ing is l imited, so call 520 -
5 3 3 2 for more info o r t o reserve a seat. 

J o b wanted: l ook ing for work in any 
p o w e r p o s i t i o n . E x p e r i e n c e d 
schmooze r . Love to play wi th o t h e r 
Very I m p o r t a n t People . N e e d work 
before g radua t ion or I will starve. 6 3 0 -
8 4 3 1 . You shou ld be a call me s o o n 
and I work for you and I am M a r t y 2 2 . 

AREA 51 
t h e R e t u r n o f t h e M A T R I X C r e w 

Saturday March 25th 
3 5 3 5 Main 

20 Beam Full Color Laser Show 
866.6294 

f(dotnfiwta/>/e in t/ie ./jtiac/mv 

14?) ere < s y 

Maryland Manor 
1&2 Bedrooms - Bedroom w/Den 

• SUMMER RENTALS AVAILABLE N O W * 
1717 Bissonnet 529-7020 

CLASSIFIED 
A D RATES 
$10 for each block 

of 35 words: 

1-35 words: $10 
36-70 words: $20 

71-105 words: $30 

D E A D L I N E 
Monday at 5 p.m. prior 
to Friday publication. 

A L L A D S P R E P A I D 
Payment must accompany 

ad. Mail checks to: 

The Rice Thresher 
ATTN: Classifieds 

P. O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 7725 1 

Or bring them by the « 
Thresher office, located on 

the 2nd Floor of the Ley 
Student Center. 

Questions? Call 527-4801. 


