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Makulski takes SA presidency 
by Ron Dror 

Jones College junior Marty 
Makulski was elected Student Asso-
ciation president Tuesday. After the 
write-in votes were distrubuted, 
Makulski had secured 54 percent of 
students' votes. 

OMnburtt 

First choice votes for presidential 
candidates. 

"I felt all along that this was going 
to be a really tough race. There were 
four really qualified candidates," 
Makulski said. He added that even 
write-in candidate Zippy the Rat had a 
chance of winning the elections. 

For the past two weeks, the Rice 
University campus has been flooded 
with flyers and posters urging stu-
dents to support candidates for more 
than 30 different positions, including 
offices in the Student Association, Rice 
Program Council, Rice Student Vol-
unteer Program, Honor Council, Uni-
versity Court, Thresher and Campa-
nile. The campus-wide elections de-
cided the outcomes of these races. 

A total of 1,437 undergraduates 
voted in the elections, a figure similar 
to that of previous years, according to 
Elections Co-chair Celeste H. 
Campbell. Ofthose, 481 students listed 
Makulski as their first choice for SA 
president, compared to 381 votes for 
Randy Block, 247 for David Rhodes, 
114 for Lauren Rosenblatt and 101 for 
write-in candidates. 

While some positions were offi-
cially uncontested and others were 
won by large margins, several races 
were extremely close. In the election 
for RPC external vice president, for 
example, Michol McMillian received 
40 more first-choice votes than Kelly 
Dorman. After the redistribution of 

the votes received by the remaining 
candidates, however, Dorman won the 
election by 26 votes. 

Tuesday's elections included sev-
eral referenda The $5 increase in the 
Campanile's blan ket tax received more 
than the two-thirds vote it needed to 
pass. The proposal for a$l .50 increase 
in the KTRU blanket tax fell far short 
of two-thirds approval. 

KTRU Station Manager Erik 
Benke, a Will Rice College junior, ex-
pects the radio station to "have diffi-
culty meeting just everyday opera-
tional costs." 

Of the three proposed amend-
ments to the Honor Council constitu-
tion, undergraduates passed one, 
which mandated that council mem-
bers miss no more than three meet-
ings. The amendment still required 
approval by the graudate students as 
of press time. 

The two proposals that failed were 
designed to eliminate the "withdrawal 
clause" that allows students facing 
Honor Council trials to avoid prosecu-
tion by withdrawing from the 

SEE ELECTION PAGE 8 

Rice athletics in a precarious spot 
by Tony Tran 

The continual controversy about 
the future of Rice athletics may take a 
drastic new turn today. Four South-
west Conference schools — not in-
cluding Rice — have been asked to 
join the Big Eight Conference, leaving 
the athletic program here to question 
its direction. 

The 80-year-old SWC has held to-
gether despite many difficulties that 
have threatened to tear it apart, in-
cluding the NCAA's "death penalty" 
on Southern Methodist University and 
the near-departure ofTexas A&M and 
Texas to the Pacific-10 Conference in 
1990. 

But an announcement is expected 
today that will wipe out this tradition, 
as Baylor University, the University of 
Texas at Austin, Texas A&M Univer-
sity and Texas Tech University are 

Airbag standard 

expected to sign a merger with the 
members of the Big Eight Confer-
ence following the 1995-96 year. 

The presidents of the four schools 
have agreed in principle to accept the 
invitation. Only the votes of the 
schools' regents are necessary. 

The addition of the Southwest Con-
ference schools to the Big Eight would 
lead to a 12-team superconference, 
which could be broken up into two 
divisions with a championship game 
involved. 

A statement released by Big Eight 
comriiissioner Carl James proclaims 
that "the Big Eight Conference is con-
tinuing to explore all opportunities to 
position the member institutions in 
the best possible scenario for football 
television rights beyond the 1995 sea-
son." 

N CAA officials have not heard fro m 
any of the parties involved or given 
any formal approval of the merger. 

"They have not reported anything 
to us," said NCAA Public Information 
Director Kathryn Reith. "But as long 
as the conference meets and follows 
NCAA rules, it's fine by us; it's just 
been a domino effect with the 
superconferences." 

The big question remains as to 
what will happen to the remaining 
Southwest Conference schools that 
were not invited — Rice, Southern 
Methodist University, Texas Chris-
tian University and the University of 
Houston. 

No sympathy could by found for 
the four schools; money was a more 
important issue. 

"I think it was obvious to everyone 
in our conference that the status quo 
was not going to cut it," Texas A&M 
athletic director Wally Groff told The 
Houston Post. "You may love [the four 
schools], but if they don't put enough 

SEE SWC PAGE 17 
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Election 
Results 

Student Association 
President 
External vice president 
Internal vice president 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Senators 
Baker— Sharon Chang 
Jones — Stephanie Cecere 
Sid Rich — Amy Schumacher 
Rice Program Council 
President 
External vice president 
Internal vice president 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Honor Council 
Senior representatives 

Junior representatives 
£ 

Sophomore representatives 

University Court 

Senior representatives 

Junior representatives 

Sophomore representatives 

Rice Student Volunteer Program 
Chair 
External vice chair 
Internal vice chair 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Rice Thresher Editor in chief 
Campanile Editor 

Marty Makulski 
Haley Robertson 
Becky Almaguer 
Marissa Weitzner 
Brian Hoblit 

Brown — Pablo Pnchard 
Wiess — Maryana Iskander 

Lee Hsia 
Kelly Dorman 
Jennifer Lin 
Ryan Levy 
Brian W. Prewitt 

Fawn Bums 
Sam Cole 
Katie Krolikowski 
Chris Vissers 
Alex Cestero 
Carolyn Gill 
Heather Morschauser 
Dan Grossman 
Michael Munson 
Snehal Patel 

Ryan Gravelle 
Amaud Klineberg 
Rebecca Dan-
Tony Tran 
Nicole Gerardo 
John Strickland 

Jennie Leslie 
Cara Dougherty 
Jennifer Olson 
Meg Grulee 
Kathleen Friel 

David Hale 
Charles Klein 

For college election results, see page 5. Elections for Honor Council and 
University Court representatives at large, University Council and Sammy 
the Owl will be by March 15. Petitions are available in the Student 
Organizations office on the second floor of the Ley Student Center. They 
are due back March 7 at 3 p.m. Campaigning may begin the same day. 
Campaign statements (250-word maximum) are due on a Macintosh 
disk on March 8 by 3 p.m. 
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The Cadillac Luxury Drive borrowed Rice's facilities this week to show 
off the company's new line. 

Plan would kill foundation requirement 
by George E. Hatoun 

The Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee proposed adrastic change 
to the foundation-course system last 
week that would eliminate the NSCI, 
HUMA and SOSC requirement and 
allow students to select from a short 
list of introductory courses instead. 

The plan awaits approval by fac-
ulty. 

Undergraduate representative 
Michael Harms, a Jones College se-
nior, said that when the foundation-
course program was implemented in 
1987, it included a mandate that the 
courses be reviewed in five years. The 
committee has been working on its 
proposal for a year and a half. 

Harms said that committee mem-
bers conducted an informal student 
poll last semester and found students 
wanted more choices for their gen-
eral-education requirement. 

Under thecurrentsystem, students 
must take 12 credit hours in each of 
the two academic divisions outside of 
their major. Science and engineering 
majors must take the foundation 
courses Introductionro the Humani-
ties and Intellectual Foundations'^? 
the Social Sciences. 4 

Humanities and social science 

majors must take either Natural Sci-
ences or a longer series of science 
courses that most think are more dif-
ficult They also must take 12 hours in 
either social sciences or humanities, 
whichever they are not majoring in, 
which may include the foundation 
courses. Architecture and music ma-
jors need HUMA, SOSC and either 
NSCI or the alternative science 
courses. 

The committee's proposal main-
tains the 12-hour requirement, but 
offers students a choice from a list of 
courses in each division, instead of 
the foundation courses. Those short-
list courses would fulfill six of the 12 
hours. The other six could be from 
any courses in the division designated 
as satisfying distribution require-
ments. 

The foundation courses may be 
included on that list, but would not be 
required. NSCI 101 and 102, which 
received the worst reviews in last 
semester's student poll, will likely be 
modified if they are offered. 

The 12-hour distribution require 
ment would be extended under the 
proposal to include the division of a 
student's major. For example, a hu-
manities major would have to take 12 
hours in social science, science and 
engineering and humanities. 

Double majors will no longer be 
exempted from foundation course re 
quirements, said Lovett College se-
nior Anita Kuo, an undergraduate rep-
resentative on the committee. 

The committee also recommends 
that students be prohibited from tak-
ing a foundation course or short-list 
course pass-fail. The pass-fail option 
"was instituted in order to encourage 
students to take elective courses not 
in their field that they would not other-
wise take," a committee report says. 

Humanities and social science stu-
dents currently can pass out of the 
Natural Science requirement by tak-
ing an exemption test when they ma-

SEE COURSES PAGE 9 
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FOUNDATIONS 
Reconsidering die experiment: 
Committee proposal on-target 

In 1987the Rice administration and faculty began an important 
academic experiment They decided to require that a set of 
foundation courses be taken by all students to help ensure a well-
rounded education. While this goal was noble then, the experi-
ment is now unable to fulfill its promise and change is in order. 

The time has come to realize that the Foundation Courses, as 
they stand, are unwieldy, overly broad and generally disliked, 
especially Natural Science 101 and 102. They are contradictory to 
Rice's emphasis on self-guided study in an environment of mutual 
respect and serious endeavor. 

By making certain courses required of non-majors, and making 
them "introductory'' by focusing on numbingly-basic information, 
lightly skimming important topics and scheduling very large 
lectures, Rice expected students to endure rather than enjoy their 
coursework, to pursue agrade through dull endurance rather than 
endeavor. Inadvertently, during this experiment, the university 

took from students 
the most important 

p i n i O I l P - element for success-
ful performance: 

O self-motivation. 
W This week's rec-

£ P ommendationbythe 
S T Undergraduate Cur-

riculum Committee 
goes a long way towards correctingthese problems while reinforc-
ing Rice's rigorous academic environment Offering a short list of 
introductory courses directed at serious students, who are usually 
non-majors, is a much better option for foundational education. By 
allowing students to focus on an area of personal interest from the 
beginning, the proposal promotes the best educational choices. 
Frredom of choice makes students more committed to the classes 
that they do decide to take. 

While this is a strong endorsement of the proposal, there are 
still areas of concern. Eliminating the pass/fail option is not 
necessarily the best implementation of this new system. The loss 
of freedom in specializing the option would have a greater effect 
than is currently speculated. 

Even as the university's experiment with Foundation Courses 
continues, we must not lose sight of the most important experi-
ment going on — that of the individual testing new interests and 
abilities for the first time in an attempt to find a place in the world. 
And this is an experiment in which Rice excels at getting results. 
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Campus Store secrecy unacceptable 
Cbsed invoice policy alienates student from campus book pricing policies 

To the editor: 
In his letter defending the Rice 

Campus Store's prices and policies, 
Mr. Joseph Lee suggests that the Store 
is an efficient business and that it 
looks out for the needs of Rice stu-
dents. 

Mr. Lee stated that 200 sheets of 
photocopied paper with aplastic comb 

THE EDITOR 

Letters 

binder was reasonably priced at $18. 
Well, I did some shopping and found 
that Kinko's (not known for its low 
prices) would deliver, fully assembled, 
the same notes I bought for $12.90. 
That is 219 pages at five cents apage, 
plus $1.95 for the binding. Why is the 
Rice Campus Store, which is supposed 
to be looking out for us, notfinding the 
best deal available? 

Mr. Lee claims that the Rice Cam 

pus Store does not use a 33-percent 
markup on textbooks. He claims that 
such a markup "would be inconceiv-
able." 

When I went to the campus store 
so that Mr. Lee could prove to me that 
I was mistaken, he refused to show 
me any invoices. I was told that it was 
against store policy to show students 
invoices. 

What is the Rice Campus Store 
hiding? Are markups even higherthan 
33 percent on some books? 

Mr. Lee claims that the Rice Cam 
pus Store's textbook prices are com 
parable with other university book-
stores. 

Yet, as was pointed out in David 
Hale's editorial, Rice had the highest 
average cost for books in a recent 
survey of Texas schools as reported 
by Baylor University. This is not a 
very favorable comparison. 

Mr. Lee's' idea that the Rice Cam-
pus Store must not lose money or 
publishers will take over operations is 
ludicrous. First, that is not the way 
bankruptcy or receivership works. 

Second, since Rice owns the book-
store, Rice would have to be bankrupt 
as well. 

In his letter, Mr. Lee never pre-
sented any evidence that the book-
store is run efficiently, or that the 
profits it makes are reasonable. He 
would have Rice students take his 
word that we are not being over-
charged. 

Of course, since Rice University 
will not release any financial informa-
tion on the Rice Campus Store, there 
is no way that Mr. Lee could present 
any evidence to show that Rice stu-
dents are not being overcharged. 

Until Rice University is willing to 
release information to show that it is 
not robbing its students, I would still 
urge all students to boycott the Rice 
Campus Storel Itisnotenough to have 
a part-time student employee tell us 
that all is right at the Store. Rice Uni-
versity must open its records! 

Anthony Postert 
Graduate Student 

Department of Economics 

Bert and Ernie: friends or lovers? 
Jym 

Schwartz 

A raging debate in one of our 
nation's most intellectual publications 
(TVGuide) has come to my attention, 
begging clarification by the Master of 
Logic and Wit However, Sylvester 
Stallone was not available, so I'm fill-
ing in this week. Let's gef down to the 
particulars of this issue. 

It seems several paranoid people 
in middle America have become con-
cerned that Bert and Ernie are gay. 

idea that two men mightwant to share 
more than just a bag of barbecue pork 
rinds. 

To be fair, I can see the roots of this 
concern. After all, Ernie and Bert are 
never seen watching televised sports 
events, drinking beer, hitting on Mary 
Lou, scratching their privates, read-
ing piaymuppette or having contests 
in which the person who can produce 
the loudest fart wins a carton of 
smokes. In the experience of most 

people who have known heterosexual 
men living together, these are com 
mon activities not portrayed by these 
foam chums. 

On the other hand, the conversa-
tions Bert and Ernie do have tend to 
involve issues such as what they 
should put in thefishbowland whether 
or not Ernie should bathe with his 
rubber ducky. I have known several 
sets of homosexual men who live to-

SEE BERT PAGE 3 

New college courses offer 
multicultural opportunities 

Mind you, I am using their terminol-
ogy, as I myself would call them 
muppets of a non-traditional sexual 
orientation, were I inclined to agree. 

Reading this, some of you might 
think I have misinterpreted the de-
bate, since the word "gay" has more 
than one meaning. "Sure," you might 
say to yourself, "I think Ernie's a gay 
fellow, but Bert just seems upset all 
the time. He needs to loosen up and 
have some fun." 

While I think this is a valid re-
sponse (with which I agree), I ask my 
readership to trust the finely-honed 
abilities I developed in rural Ohio to 
identify homophobic ravings \yhen I 
see them These people are clearly 
worried their children will not turn 
out"normal" if they are exposed to the 

To the editor 
After reading about President Git 

lis' decision to allocate $40,000 to sup-
port the development of new, innova-
tive college courses, I feel compelled, 
as a member of an ad hoc committee 
on multicultural affairs, not only to 
commend President Gillis on his ac-
tion but also to urge all colleges to 
fully exploit the new resources. 

Truly, one of the most effective 
uses of the funds involves the creation 
of interesting, enjoyable courses that 
deal with multicultural affairs. 

Although each college is free to 
create whatever type of course ijt de-
sires, the development of courses 
emphasizing multicultural issues rep-
resents the most effective means to 
diversify the curriculum 

Indeed, Gillis' action itself may be 
the result of students exerting pres-
sure on the administration and vari-
ous departments to expand the vari-
ety in the course catalog. 

Courses such as Ethnic Commu-
nities in Houston, Sexual Relationships 
in Fiction and Film, Messages of Mod-
ern Music and Indigenous Art of the 
Southwest are only a few of the possi-
bilities. 

Each of these courses could be 
both interdisciplinary and multicul-
tural without sacrificing the creative 
nature common to college courses. 

President Gillis has provided an 
avenue for innovation. Since this path 
lies in the development of college 
courses, it is up to every undergradu-
ate to take an active role in the direc-
tion in which Rice is moving. 

By creating multicultural college 
courses, we will not only enhance the 
entire curriculum and academic envi-
ronment, but also enable students to 
move beyond the hedges in yet an-
other way. 

David Grossman 
WRC'97 

mailto:thresher@ricevml.rice.edu
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Petty campaigns only hinder student government 
Peter 

Howley 
As someone interested in campus 

political affairs, I used to bemoan the 
large number of uncontested races 
for Student Association Senate and 
other positions. After participating in 
this year's student elections as a cam-
paign advisor to one of the candidates, 
I'm almost nostalgic for the past 

If the pettiness of the campaign 
extend s into the next year, the SA will 
long for their old ways as well. 

Almost as soon as they were out of 
the gate, the presidential candidates 
were spending as much energy smack-
ing each other as they were whipping 
their campaign horses. In line with 

Editor's 
Notes 

around campus, Rosenblatt's posters 
were vandalized and criticized for in-
sensitivity to AIDS victims and for 
misspelling words such as gauge and 
undergraduate. 

Rhodes' posters seemed to indi-
cate that he was running for the Board 
of Governors rather than SA presi-
dent Promising to tackle issues the 
Senate has never had any influence 
over, he continued to skate on the 
edges of the election code by handing 
out beers—which he points out that 
he d idn't pay for—while pressing the 
flesh on the bus to Archi-Arts. 

Block'scampaign, meanwhile, was 
the classic front-runners'. Some 
thought promises of a Taco Bell on 
campus were as unrealistic as Rhodes' 
tilting at the windmill of tuition, but 
mainly Block stayed on solid ground. 

Makulski led with a poster most 
notable for its stab at Block's weekly 
Thresher feature, Head to Head. 

' i 

Makulski's campaign later included 
electronically mailed appeals for vot-
ers to contact their SA representa-
tives, presumably for an endorsement 

Senate operating procedures but con-
trary to the constitution, presidential 
candidate Randy Block was named to 
head the SA's commencement 
speaker committee. The first salvo 
came after a Thresher article an-
nounced that Block had been picked 
informally by President Julia Farn-
ham. 

For some of the other candidates, 
the article was the first notice of this 
move, and after mistakenly complain-
ing that Block had deliberately misled 
the Thresher, at least one protested to 
Farnham She removed Block from 
the committee and setup a more cum-
bersome but constitutionally sound 
application process. 

Things heated up again when the 
elections committee investigated an 
allegation that David Rhodes had cam-
paigned for the presidency at Willy's 
Pub prior to the campaign starting 
date. Drawing an overly fine distinc-
tion between campaigning and simply 
announcing candidacy, the commit-
tee allowed Rhodes to remain on the 
ballot and assume a martyr-like out-
sider stance. 

The committee had yet another 
decision to make after Block modified 
his Thresher campaign statement af-
ter the deadline forreceipthad passed. 
After hearing of this from external 
vice presidential candidate Haley-
Robertson, eventual winner Marty 
Makulski complained to the elections 
committee that Block's extension was 
unfair. Ironically, Block had allowed 
Robertson herself to turn her blurb in 
late. 

. Block argued that by granting 
extentions to candidates in other races, 
he set a precedent He was allowed to 
run the blurb although he was not 
technically in charge of his own elec-
tion, only the other races. 

Much of the campus was oblivious 
to the election until presidential candi-
date Lauren Rosenblatt awakened 
them with a well-executed but contro-
versial series of posters the morning 
that campaigning started. Spoofing 
the AIDS awareness posters placed 

6 The free-for-all that 

developed, this year offered 

only choices between 

different kinds of gimmicks 

and posturing. 9 

No bias in election coverage in 'Thresher' 
Peter 

Howley 

Accusations about bias and fa-
voritism in the Th resheSs, coverage 
of the presidential race have been 
levied by a number of parties, in-
cluding candidates who felt dis-
criminated against 

For the record, as a campaign 
«. adviser and good friend of candi-

date Randy Block, I refrained from 
editing any stories relating to the 
election and gave no instructions 
that his candidacy should be treated 
favorably. 

Complaints initially centered 
around a front-page story on Feb. 4 
that announced Block's role in the 
formation of an SA committee on 
commencement speakers. The 
story was important to its readers 
and naturally quoted a source inte-
gral to the story. 

Later, it was argued that quot-
ing Block prominently in a Feb, 18 
front-page story on the large num-
ber of candidates was unfair. 

However, as SA secretary, Block 

serves as chairman of the elections 
committee and was logically a pri-
mary source for the story. 

The Feb. 18 coverage of the presi-
dential debate was also balanced. Each 
candidate received from three to seven 

' The Thresher holds a 
stronger commitment to the 

journalistic canons of 
fairness and accuracy 

than mnny realize. y 

paragraphs of coverage in an order 
determined by the writer, Michael 
Nimri. 

Although not by design, the candi-
date with the fewest paragraphs was 
the subjectofthe front-pagepullquote 
in the story. 

As for Block's continued publica-
tion in the weekly Head to Head sports 
feature, it is ludicrous to charge that 

this shows bias. Head to Head ex-
isted long before Block's candi-
dacy for president Modifying a 
popular feature for political rea-
sons would be a poor decision. 

Had the Thresher played favor-
ites, it would not have revealed in a 
front-page story that Block altered 
and resubmitted his Thresher elec-
tion statement after the Feb. 11 
deadline. 

Had the Thresher played favor-
ites, Block's candidacy would have 
been endorsed in the Feb. 18 lead 
editorial; in fact, the editorial criti-
cized the election in general and 
encouraged voters to look beyond 
simple campaign rhetoric. It asked 
voters to ignore name recognition 
and placement on the ballot as cri-
teria in voting. 

The Thresher holds a stronger 
commitment to the journalistic can-
ons of fairness and accuracy than 
many realize. Keeping that in mind, 
and recognizing the conflict of in-
terest inherent of my support of 
Block and responsibility as editor 
in chief, I exercised no influence 
over the Thresher's coverage of the 
election.-

of his candidacy. While it reflects the 
reality of cue-taking from campus lead-
ers in student elections, it seems a 
strange strategy to proclaim oneself 
the candidate of the SA in a time of 
increasing dissatisfaction with that 
body. 

This didn't stop SA treasurer can-
didate Brian Hoblit from making the 
same request in an attempt to unseat 
incumbent Chad Hersh.who had been 
voted out of existence by the Senate 
and was presumably unpopular with 
senators. 

When Hersh shot himself in the 
foot by proclaiming, "I have been rela-
tively ineffective as treasurer this 
year..." in his campaign statement, 
Hoblit's posters took note. Hersh shot 
back with a slam on Hoblit's blurb, 
imploring voters to "Piss off Brian's 
Mommy" by electing Hersh. 

Taking the opposite approach to 
Makulski's insider style was SA Inter-
nal Vice President candidate Becky 
Almaguer. 

Despite being Will Rice Senator 
and the model of an SA insider, 
Almaguer tried to appropriate wide-
spread anti-politico sentiment by sug-
gesting in her posters that students 
"don't vote this Tuesday" and "just let 
the politicos do it for you". 

Her opponent Todd Haskins, lost 
at least one vote for internal vice presi-
dent by blowing cigarette smoke in 
the face of a decreasingly influential 
campus leader before introducing h im-
selt 

The Thresher election supplement 
showcased a number of other self-
inflicted wounds. Secretary candidate 
Shay McGarr expanded the Rosenblatt 
campaign strategy by intentionally 
misspelling every word in his state-
ment 

One of his opponents, George 
Hatoun, also went the humor route 
with an explanation of his quest for 
world domination. Apparently to en-
sure his anonymity, he was not photo-
graphed. 

On the Rice Program Council side, 
President Lee Hsiaran unopposed for 
a second term, raising agnostic eye-
brows with his promise to "uphold 
firm Christian values." This sparked a 
write-in campaign on behalf of Sid 
Richardson President Jay Murphy by 
anti-RPC activist Joel Grus. 

Hsia took the joke in stride and put 
up posters pushing a Hsia-Murphy 
team for RPC president. Hsia must 
have been less thrilled at the juxtapos-
ing of his values with those of Sumit 
Mathai, an External Vice President 
candidate whose blurb unpoetically 
attempted to link condom usage with 
support of his own candidacy. 

It wasn't the election portion ofthe 
newspaper that raised the ire of some 
candidates, however, it was the front 
page. 

Rosenblatt complained bitterly that 
Blockwas treated favorably in Thresher 
news stories because of my affiliation 
with his campaign (see related story 
on this page). Rosenblatt voiced her 
complaints in person; in addition, her 
posters contained weak attempts at 
character assassination. 

"Isn't it convenient..." one poster 
read in almost illegeble white text at 
the bottom of a black box. 

"Need a hug? Vote for Marty," an-

Bert 
FROM PAGE 2 

gether, and these conversations bear 
more than a passing resemblance to 
the banter I have heard under their 
roofs.' 

This leaves the issue where we 
began: Are Bert and Ernie, to use the 
colloquial, poofters? They certainly 
could not be denied military service 
based on their public behavior, but 
thatdoesn't mean much since no one's 
asking and they're not telling. (Al-
though it's safe to say they would both 
be rejected on the basis that they're 
two feet tall and not flame-retardant) 

> Perhaps the solution is to examine 
the basic message a 4 year old will 
gain from "Sesame Street" I think 

main thing I picked up as a child is that 
if you let someone stick his hand up 
your ass and talk foryou,you can have 
a multi-decade television career and 
face recognition the world over. Then 
again, I had a lot of problems with 
socialization as a kid, so let's use a 
more general example. 

In short (no offense, guys), chil-
dren watch these two squabbling pals 
work out their problems through con-
frontation and compromise. 

I would hope this is not a distinctly 
homosexual trait; otherwise there are 
a lot of people in deep trouble out 
there. 

Children aren't concerned with 
the fact that Ernie and Bert have been 
living together longer than their grand-
parents. All they want is to be enter-
tained, and "Sesame Street" delivers 

with subtle moral overtones to which 
only a homophobic Bubba could ob-
ject 

For those of you still not satisfied, 
I have it on excellent authority that 
Bert and Ernie have no genitals what-
soever. Therefore, the most erotic 
thing they could accomplish is stick-
ing their noses into each other's 
mouths. If you have problems with 
that, you have issues with which I 
cannot help you. 

Perhaps you should go see Dr. 
Bunsen Honeydew. 

Tempora Bona Volvant and keep 
an eye on Oscar. There's more than 
garbage in that can. 

Jym Schwartz is a second-year graduate 
student in the Department of Geology 
and Geophysics. 

other joked, a reference to M akulski's 
personal campaign style. 

Outgoing SA Internal Vice Presi-
dent Michael Woodbury, echoed her 
whining at this Monda/sSA meeting, 
asking whether the SA's contribution 
to the Thresher supplement was really 
a donation to the Block campaign. 

With vitriol like this flowing, I 
wouldn't be surprised to see the petti-
ness of this race extend beyond elec-
tion day, there have been murmurs of 
potential challenges to the outcome 
since the controversies began. 

Whether the results are questioned 
or not, next year's SA will suffer from 
the divisiveness of the election. Infor-
mal slates of supportive candidates 
developed in this year's race; when 
members of one faction are forced to 
serve with those from opposing fac-
tions, tension will be natural. 

What's worse, these consequences 

could outweigh any positive develop-
ments from contested races. The emer-
gence of uncontested consensus can-
didates from within the Senate in the 
past was reminiscent of urban politi-
cal machines; both choice and contro-
versy were eliminated. 

But instead of offering voters a 
range of platforms and leadership 
styles from which to choose, the free-
for-all that developed th is year offered 
only choices between different kinds 
of gimmicks and posturing. little could 
be learned about the candidates from 
campaign materials and public state-
ments and few outside the politico 
class cared to find out much anyway. 

Maybe the old incestuous way of 
filling posts wasn't as bad as I thought 

Peter Howley is editor in chief of the 
Thresher and a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 
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KTRU management represents future wave of business 
To the editor: 

KTRU, Houston's ear enema, ex-
emplifies the new organization that is 
emerging in today's changing world. 
And it has done so for many years 
now. 

But KTRU is not run by business 
or management experts. The station 
is run by students who could not tell 
you what empowerment, total quality 
management, or any of the other hun-
dred-odd hot management buzzwords 
are. 

Nor do they care. The success of 
KTRU is rooted in the staff's strong 
commitment to a vision — to expose 
music to the masses — and, as a re-
sult, KTRU operates in a way that 
every organization should envy. 

The changes taking place in our 
environment will significantly affect 
the way organizations operate in the 
future. A truly global economy is pro-
viding market access to more people. 
An information-based economy with 
an information superhighway will pro-
vide more products and services to 
more people, more efficiently and in 
more ways than ever before. 

The pace of change hasquickened, 
resulting in the need for flexibility and 
quick response. Demographic 
changes include an increase in the 
nu mber ofwomen, minorities and eld-
erly in the workforce. And organiza-
tions are increasingly operating more 
efficiently as they downsize, de-layer, 
focus and consolidate. 

KTRU's strategy to deal with these 
changes is remarkable. Rest assured, 
KTRU staff would be hard pressed to 
enunciate their strategy in manage-
ment terms. Still, they could probably 
teach the management gurus a few 
things about implementation. 

Their strategy is based on six basic 
principles: 
• Trust each other. 
• Work together. 

• Demolish formal authority. 
• Be flexible and responsive to the 

environment 
• Smaller is better. 
• Be dedicated to a single vision. 

Trust is the defining feature of 
KTRU's operational structure. Mem 
bers trust each other to perform 

This trust is established over time 
as new members are given the oppor-
tunity to prove themselves. But new 
members quickly learn that if they 
cannot be trusted, they will be in-
sulted, banished or even reported to 
the local police department, for fool-
ing around in a radio station can be a 
federal offense. 

KTRU's structure provides the staff 
with the flexibility and quick response 
apparatus to be proactive towards the 
environment The station operates as 
a network structure (&k.a. a virtual 
organization). Administrative activi-
ties get accomplished via teams. 

For example, the promotions 
people work together as a team to 
accomplish theirfunction, self-defined. 
Further, promotions people and all 
KTRU staff are empowered to make 
important operational decisions. 
Teams will form and reform them 
selves without any time or resource 
constraints. 

In this way, everyone is able to 
work together better in order to iden-
tify and pursue common interests. And 
notonly do KTRU staff work together, 
but recently formed alliances with 
KPFT, KTRH and KLOL provide all 
stations with opportunities for mutual 
benefit 

KTRU is not run like IBM or Gen-
eral Motors. There are no corner of-
fices, no receptionists and no perks. 
As a result only those interested in 
broadcasting really cool "alternative 
music" are left 

These dedicated few are commit-
ted to the realization of the KTRU 

vision. Because time is their mostvalu-
able resource, they must be resource-
ful, intelligentand creative individuals 
possessing the abilities to perform a 
variety of complex tasks, some involv-
ing compliance with federal laws, un-
der duress. Training is on-the-job. 

KTRU has used this strategy to 
respond to its environment in several 
ways. The station receives and plays 
an increasingly broad variety of music 
from around the world, and the staff is 
composed of a diverse number of 

people who differ in age, sex, race and 
religion. 

KTRU will soon be connected to 
the Internet to get its music out to the 
world. Station operations have become 
more efficient in the face of a declining 
budget, with the last funding increase 
occurring in 1990. 

All these responses are directly 
attributable to KTRU's strategy and to 
its staff members, empowered to help 
achieve the KTRU vision. 

For anyone with an interest in the 

future of organizations and manage-
ment, KTRU represents the gospel 
being preached to managers today. 

While they might not talk the man-
agement-speak of today's business 
fads, every KTRU staff member pos-
sesses the skills and experiences 
needed to lead an American organiza-
tion into the 21st century. 

Dave Saunders 
Second-year graduate student 

Jones School of Administration 

Vacation in the mysterious places at Rice 
Chris 

Thomas 

By the time you read this, I will be 
far away, in a land of scorching heat, 
cheap rum and over-the-counter co-
deine. 

I sincerely hope that you won't be 
on the campus long enough to read 
this, for now is the time of our mid-
term break, the break that we call our 
spring break; not the one that passes 
for an Easter break. 

Now, I understand that there is a 
significant population on the campus 

that will not get the chance to run 
away and forget the horrors of the 
past seven weeks of the semester. 

It is to these lost souls, the gradu-
ate students, the faculty and staff, the 
visitors who come without having to 
deal with mobs of college types, and 

LSAT 
Excel with total training. 

FREE Informational Seminar 
on the LSAT and Law School Admissions 

Wed. March 9th @ 7:30 PM 

Call 988-4700 to reserve your seat 
and for more information. 

The more ways you're taught. 
the better you learn. 

* 

• Live classes • Expert Teachers • Home studies • 
• 4 proctored, scheduled testing sessions • 
• Training Library • Big Picture Videos • 

• Free tutoring, workshops, and MCAT hot-line • 

KAPLAN 
The answer to the test question. 

v . . 

the undergraduates who are too poor 
or too "busy" to get out and have a 
decent vacation that I dedicate this 
week's column. 

If you have the opportunity to relax 
on campus this coming week, take the 
time to see some things that the cam-
pus has to offer that you don't usually 
get when walking to classes and such. 
I present to you Chris' guide to Rice in 
the Springtime, or "places to go that 
you might have never been." Hope-
fully some of these interesting sites 
will become as dear to you as they 
have to me. 
• Entrance 1, on the corner of Sunset 
and Main, offers a spectacular view of 
rush-hour traffic. Forget the outside 
here, this is the one place where you 
can experience life inside the hedges. 
Right in front of the main sign, there 
lies a little rectangle of hedges that is 
open in the center, a miniature garden 
of isolation. 

See how much you can withdraw 
into the surrounding green that this 
little alcove has to offer. Bring a spe-
cial friend -aiid do things that would 
disturb the joggers if they noticed. 
• Move onward and inward, toward 
Lovett HalL Take a little detour to the 
right by walking along the little path 
surrounded in shrubbery that leads 
directly to the President's house. 
(Happy Belated President's Day, Dr. 
Gillis.) 
• Curve around the fields next to 
Jones and pay a visit past the engi-
neering quad. Admire the hiss and 
glare of Physical Plant in the night-
time, resplendent in its majesty. If you 
are extra nice, one of the night-shift 
workers might show you around the 
•gas turbines. 
• Swing around about 4 a.m and 
relax in the courtyard of the Rice 
Chapel. The small garden encircled 
by brick walls relaxes and soothes 
your spiritas you watch slugs crawl by 
in the night 
• Pick a building and become awed 
by it Stand very close to the blank face 
of Biosciences, Fondren or Herring 

where it faces the stadium. This is 
best done in daylight when shadows 
can better emphasize your tinyness in 
the face of brick, mortar and steel. 
• Speaking of the stadium, find a 
night to get in and climb all the way to 
the top. Get in the nosebleed section 
and lookat Houston spread out before 
you. It really demonstrates the beauty 
that can come from development 
unchecked by zoning laws. 
• While you're there, check out the 
Media Center. How many ofyoudidnt 
even know that Rice had a 12-foot 
section of the Berlin Wall on display 
there? Gape and wonder what other 
surprises await you on the wilderness 
of the south side of campus. 
• Visit the track stadiumand explore 
one of the most rustic places on cam-
pus — weeds, crumbling bricks and 
the Texas Medical Center in the back-
ground. Check out the little pond-
thing just to the north, too. 
• On yourway back around, take the 
time to see how the trees have weath-
ered their stay in the open land of the 
athletic fields. Eyespy some really neat 
trees. 
• Trytofindyourselfontheroofofa 
few buildings. If you ever get the 
chance, I highly recommend getting 
on top of Sid. The view is unsullied by 
dirty windows or blockading walls. In 
addition, the drop seems that much 
more dramatic from the edge of the 
top than from any old balcony. 
• Finish up at one of the most famil-
iar places on the campus — Willy's 
statue. Though most would find the 
place rather normal and mundane, 
you haven't really seen the academic 
quadrangle until you see it from the 
lap of Willy. If you can get up there, 
you will be rewarded with a comfy 
seat, a spectacular Anew and the defi-
nite possibility that Willy will speak to 
you. Trust me. 

Have fun exploring and relaxing; 
I'll see everyone in a week, OK? 

Chris Thomas is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 
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B Y G . B . T R U D E A U 

i*-

7HISIlJAS THE SCENE TODAY AS 
PROFESSORJUISS PSAPMAN AR-
RIVED AT COURT TO TESTIFY IN A 
SUIT OVER A STUDENT* L0W6RADE. 

HEADING UP MR. DEADMAN'S 
DEFENSE AGAINST CHARGED OF 
6RADE &IAS IS WALPEN LAUJ 
SCHOOL- PROFESSOR. TAMARA 

U/MTN&Y... 

F MS. WHITNEY, 
THERE'S TALK 
YOU'LLTRYTO 
PORTRAY YOUR 
CLIENT AS THB 
PEAL VICTIM. 

WELL,AS TUB. DL-
RECTDESCENDANT 
OF SLAVES, I FEEL 
TM ENTITLED TO 
USB WHATEVER 
DEFENSE MOST 

7? EMPOWERS ME 

m 

c m n J C g 

WHOA! sons 
A FULL- P.C 
PEFENSE 

/ 

LETS JUST 
SAY WE'RE 
READY. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF 
THE JURY, MY NAME IS STANLEY 

6TANSFIELP, AND I'M COUNSEL 
FOP- ALBERT SLOCVM, 

THE PLAINTIFF••• 

mm. 

THE FACTS ARB THESE-: ON OR. 
AdOUT DECEMBER 21,1993, 
PROFESSOR JULES DEADMAN 
GA VE MP. SLOCUM A GRADE 
OF B+ ON A TEST; THUS ENDING 
ANY CHANCE OF 
MR. SLOCUM'S 
EVER BEING 
ADMTTTEP TO 
LAW SCHOOL.'• 

THE LOSS OF INCOME TO MR SLO -
CUM OVER THE 40-YEAR LAUJ 
CAREER H5W0ULP HAVEHAD ISAT 
LEAST*15MILLION! THINK OF IT! 
HOW MOULD YOU FEEL IF SOMEONE 
ROBBED YOU OF *15 MILLION 

OVER ONE LOUSY 

XMITYI TOOSOOUTOO 
6WLTT! SOON! BUT HOLD 

, / ONTO THOSE 
\7Aftl F&UN6S' 

... AND SO I ASK YOU TO CON-
SIDER, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
WHO IS THE RBAL VICTIM HERE? 
IS IT ALBERT SLOCUM, OK IS IT 
IN FACT PROFESSOR DEADMAN 

\ HIMSELF ? 

MR• SLOCUM MAY HAVE HAD TO 
ENDURE MOMENTARY EMBAR-
RASSMENT, BUT LOOK AT THE 
PRICE MY CLIENT HAS HAP 

TO PAY. 

SHUNNED 3Y HIS COLLEAGUES, 
REVIIW BY HIS STUDENTS, ABAN -
DONED BY HIS EMPLOYER, A 
PARIAH IN HIS OWN COMMUNITY... 

...THE BUTT 
OF 1,000 
SICK JOKES, 
RIDICULBP, 
SPAT UPON.. 

I HATE 
THIS 

DEFENSE. 

& 

t 
MR. SLOCUM, COULD YOU 
PLEASE TELLTHE JURY 

HOWTHELOUJ GRADE 
YOU RBC&VEP HAS 
ACPPSTFn YmiR UFP- 7 

IT'S BEEN A TUTAL NIGHTMARE, 
MAN. EVERYWHERE! GO, 
PEOPLE POINT AND SNICKER. 
WOMEN TURN AWAY FROM ME. 
DOGS NIP AT MY HEELS. THEY 

AND YOUR PAST 
WASN'T EXACTLY 
A PAY IN THE 
PARK, EITHER, 
WAS IT, SON? 

WELL, NO. 
NOW THAT 
YOUMEN-

IN FACT, YOU 
WERE ABUSEP, 
RIGHT? BY A 
PRIEST, PERHAPS? 

/ 

A PRIEST? 
SURE, WHY 
NOT? 

UH...SURB. 

\ 

AND AS YOU SAM YOUR 
DREAM OF A LEGAL EDU-
CATION GO POWN THE 
DRAIN, YOU WERE 
DWASTABV, RIGHT? 
TOTALLY 

SHArmp? 

I WAS BEING INTERVIEWED 
FOR LAW SCHOOL- WHEN THE GUY 
LOOKED AT MY TRANSCRIPT. 
HE GOT TH& BIG SMILE AND 
THEN COMPLETELY BROKE UP. 
IT WAS A ROYAL PIS! 

MR. SLOCVM, DID THERE COME 
A TIME WHEN YOUREAUZEP 
THE FULL SERIOUSNESS OF 

YOUR UNFAIR GRAPE? 

/ YES, THERE 
PIP... 

\ 

I 

PRETTY 
SUMMED, 
YEAH 
/ 

OH, RIGHT. 
HOLD ON, I 
GOTTA FLASH 
ON MY POG 

DYING. 

IT'S OKAY 
TO CRY, SON, 
REMEMBER 

MR. SLOCUM, YOU'VE TESTIFIED 
UNPER OATH THAT YOUR "LOW" 
MATH GRADE HAS CAUSEP 

WOMEN TO SHUN YOU, 
, ISTHATRJ6HT? 

B THAT'S RIGHT, » -

SURE! DURING: WET 
T06A"WEEKENP 
ATMY^FRAT HOUSE, 
THIS ONE BABE 
KEPT SHOOTING ME 
DOWN! ICOULP 

NOT GET TRAC-
TION, MAN! 

ANP YOU FEEL 
YHIS WAS BECAUSE 
OF YOUR MATH 

GRADE? 

COULD 
YOU GIVE 
US AN » 

EXAMPLE 

WELL,THAT'S 
WHAT SHE-
CLAIMED. BUT 
I PONT BUY 
IT FOR A 
SECONP! 

ANP NOT 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE A 
JERK? 

\ 
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OWeek to see change 
if Burnett approves 
by Matt Joseph 

After researching complaints fro m 
students and faculty about the effec-
tiveness of Orientation Week, a com-
mittee has suggested changes to the 
program including more time for aca-
demic advising, help for transfers and 
limits on jacks. 

A student is simultaneously work-
ing on changes to Mixed Signals, the 
date-rape awareness play performed 
during O-Week. 

The committee's proposal was sub-
mitted Feb. 18 to Interim Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs Sarah Bur-
nett, who must approve it 

"Every year after O-Week, we've 
sat around and made suggestions for 
improvement, but it hasn't been on a 
really large scale," Burnett said. "This 
year, we decided to look at all the 
aspects." 

"We've all been through [O-Week] 
so ma ny times that it was easy to agree 
upon what needed changing," sad 
Associate Dean of Student Affairs Pa-

tricia Martin. 
The committee suggested more 

time for academic advising, beginning 
as early asTuesday of the week. They 
suggested that Thursday be kept clear 
of scheduled events so students are 
free to meet with divisional advisers. 

"That's one of the big improve-
ments," said Professor Lon Wilson, a 
divisional adviser at Sid Richardson 
College. "It also sends a signal that 
academic advising is a high priority 
during the week." 

Another suggestion was that divi-
sional advisers should receivea$l,500 
yearly allowance. "It shows that the 
university is interested in the divi-
sional advisers," Martin said. 

A meeting of last year's coordina-
tors produced suggestions to keep 
the traditional O-Week pranks from 
disrupting other functions. They in-
clude keeping messy jacks outdoors, 
allowing a college time to clean up a 
jack to avoid fines and keeping jacks 
from disrupting non-social events like 
Honor Council orientation. 

SEE O-WEEK PAGE 9 

New bathrooms at Brown 
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A plan for the new Brown College bathrooms, which will be single-sex instead of co-ed, has been released by 
a private architect, effectively ending the year-long conflict between students and Food and Housing officials, 
It is likely that the bathtub will be changed to a shower and that there will be two toilets and three showers. The 
minimum cost for the renovation is $417,000. 

Women create network of support 
by Lisa Ann Robertson 

But several sophomore women 
want to be sure students concerned 
about gender issues at have a place to 
go. 

The Women's Interest Network, 
created this semester, will address 
gender issues as they affect women 
and men in an apolitical setting, said 
Wiess College sophomore Melissa 
Chaika. 

WIN will have its first general meet-
ing the week after midterm break. 
Posters and flyers will announce the 
day and time. 

"We want to modernize conscious-
ness raising," Chaika said. "We plan 
to get together once a week in a very 
informal setting and invite faculty and 
outside speakers to talk about gender 
issues. 

The talks will be an opportunity to 
celebrate woman. We want WIN to be 
celebration-oriented as opposed to vic-
tim-oriented or taking an oppressed 
stance." 

Jones College sophomore Ari 
Sammartino explained that the group 
invites anyone on campus interested 
in both male and female issues. 

"Lotsoftimespeoplehear the name 
of a group like Women's Interest Net-
work and think it only pertains to 
women. But what affects women also 

affects men. We chose gender issues 
rather than women's issues so that 
well be more inclusive," she said. 

"Balance is key to us," Chaika said. 
"We didn't want to alienate anyone 
with a certain political issue. Some 
members are very liberal; some are 
very conservative and traditional." 

Togetherwith Sid Richardson Col-
lege sophomore Caroline Schaeffer, 
Brown College sophomore Sarah 
Hoffmann and Brown sophomore 
Nina Olien, Chaika and Sammartino 
founded WIN after each noticed Rice 
lacked a general support group for 
women. 

"People had noticed something 
wasn'tthere," Sammartino said. "They 
wanted to be active and have a sense 
of community without a specific 
agenda." 

Rice has several campus organiza-
tions that target specific issues of in-
terest to women, Chaika said, citing 
Rice for Choice, Rice for Life and Stu-
dents Organized Against Rape as ex-
amples. 

"But there's nothing uniting indi-
vidual members of those groups." 

Sammartino elaborated. "If you're 
a woman or man on campus and you're 
not interested in a certain issue, then 
it's real hard to get involved." WIN will 
provide opportunities to participate 
and contribute to Rice outside of aca-
demics, she said. 

Since an organizational meeting 
last month, more than 35 people, men 
and women, have expressed interest 
in joining, Sammartino said. 

WIN has sent flyers to faculty mem-
bers and talked with female graduate 
students to establish contact with vari-
ous segments of the community. 

One result of such contact will be a 
mentor program between graduate 
and undergraduate women. 

The group also plans to issue a 
newsletter and to record a history of 
women at Rice. 

"I can't believe how much enthusi-
astic response we've had," Chaika said. 
"We're taking it slowly because we 
want WIN to be a permanent fixture. 
That's also why we're involving all 
parts of the Rice community." 

Director of Student Activities Sarah 
Nelson Crawford applauded WIN's 
efforts. 

"I'm glad to see WIN. I'm glad to 
see another group of women who felt 
the need to form an organization for 
themselves. The Rice Women's Alli-
ance was a similar group several years 
ago, but part of why it became inactive 
is because its leaders graduated and 
didn't prepare others to take over," 
she said. 

She said the fact that most WIN 
members are sophomores who have 
time to establish a solid program 
should work to their benefit 

SA Business 
The SA met on Monday. The following were discussed: 
• The SA will be holding an open forum March 9 from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. to respond to student concerns about 

the Senate. 
• Bemice Sandler, a senior associate at the Center for Women Policy Studies in Washington, D.C., will be 

speaking on sexual harassment on March 9 at 4 p.m. in Sewall Hall Room 301. 
• Standing Committee applications are due today at 3 p.m. in the Student Organizations Office. 
• The SA unanimously approved Rice Women's Interest Network as a club. See story this page. 
• The choices for the Commencement Speaker Committee were unanimously approved. 
• Wiess College sophomore Melissa Chaika and Lovett College Sen. Angela Hunt will attend a Women's 

Leadership Conference sponsored by the president's office at Southern Methodist University. 
Next meeting: March 7 at 10 p.m. in the Ley Student Center's Kelley Lounge 

— compiled by Samidha Ghosh 

College Election Results 
Hanszen College 
Internal vice president 

Rob Dickinson 
Secretary 

Tom Wardle and Ben Mull 
Treasurer 

Jennifer Zimmerman 

Lovett College 
Vice president 

Gary Doughty 
Secretary 
Bert Gall, Bijan Taslimi, David 

Stobb and Leviticus Chase 

Jones College 
President 

Damian Abreo 
Executive vice president 

Brandon Kirby 
Associate vice president 

Gary Hung 
Treasurer 

Joel Patterson 
Secretary 

Kevin Hudenko 

Sid Richardson College 
President 

Jason Martinez 
Vice president 

Nat Guyton 
Secretary 

Joel Grus 
Treasurer 

Debashis Ghosh 
RPC representative 

Cindy Quach 

1993-94 Senate exits 
with $5,000 surplus 
by Ryan Koopmans 

The Student Association Senate will have nearly $5,000 left over from 
this year's activities to give to next year's Senate. 

"We're going to leave next year's Senate in the best financial shape in 
years," said SA Treasurer Chad Hersh in a report to the Senate. "We can 
do this even with buying a new computer [for the SA office]," he said. 

Last year's administration ended with a $3,000 surplus. 
Next year's budget will be made sometime after changeover by 

incoming Treasurer Brian Hoblit. 
The SA had lost $6,000 because of an error by the cashier's office. The 

SA pays the salary of the Student Organizations secretary, but other 
organizations contributed to help pay her salary. This money was not 
credited to the SA account, and this problem was fixed on Monday. 

"Our spending was conservative while the money was unaccounted 
for," Hersh said. "That's one reason we had a surplus," he said. 

Major sources of income for the SA this year were the blanket tax, the 
book co-op, the Silver Saver card and T-shirt sales. 

Expenses included the late-night escort sendee, Hoop Hysteria, the 
secretary's salary and the Senate retreat 

The SA budgeted $700 for the changeover party for both outgoing 
and incoming SA members, which has prompted complaints from some 
students. 

Hersh said $700 was a typical cost for the Senate's changeover party, 
which includes dinner for about 45 people. 

RPC Notes 
The Rice Program Council met on Feb. 13 and 20. The following were 
discussed: 
• To save money on Rondelet, food will be limited to a Viennese tray 

(desserts only) at 11 p.m. There will be a disc jockey and a swing 
band, transportation via the Rice shuttle buses and discounts on 
rooms at the Plaza Hilton, where the dance will be held. Restaurant 
discounts have not yet been worked out. 

• The RPC may put together a Rice night atthe Summit forthe Houston 
Rockets-Golden State Warriors game on April 7. As many as 2,000 
tickets could be reserved at $11 each. 

• The RPC appropriated $382.50 for Blazing Saddles and $417 for 
When Harry Met Sally. 

• The Crush Party was deemed a success. 
• Willy's Birthday Party will be March 9. 
• Computer dating forms are available. Filling outthe forms is free, but 

there will be a $1 charge to pick up the results. 
• The Assassination game will occur the week after midterm break. 

Sign up with your college representative. 
Next meeting: March 7 at 9 p.m. at Will Rice College 

Crime on campus 
Academic buildings^ 
7:30 p.m. Feb. 11 - 7:30 a.m. Feb. 13 Locked area entered and 

food stolen. Entry was not 
forced. 

v O R ^ D V 

5 p.m. Jan. 10 -11 p.m. Feb. 14 Computer stolen from 
common area. Entry was 
not forced. 

12 p.m. Feb. 12 - 9 p.m. Feb. 13 Wallet stolen from 

12:20-12:30 a.m. Feb. 14 
unauenaea backpack. 
Person threatened with 
bodily Injury by strangers. 
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Fund to reward students9 service NEWS IN BRIEF 
fay Michael Nimri 

Seniors can recognize individuals 
who have influenced their develop-
ment at Rice through a new Senior 
Appreciation Program sponsored by 
the Senior Committee, and in the pro-
cess establish a scholarship to be 
awarded to one or more juniors. 

Seniors who choose to participate 
in the program will donate money — 
through their meal plan if they wish— 
on behalf of people they recognize as 
having made an impact on their years 
at Rice. An acknowledgment card will 
then be sent out to up to two people 
per person notifying themofthe honor. 

The fund will be awarded to "some-
one who has demonstrated ingenuity 
and creativity in service to the univer-
sity," as stated in a letter sent out to 
seniors by the committee. 

According to Will Rice College se-
nior Laura Bolwerk, chair of the Se-
nior Committee, the recipient or re-
cipients of the fund will be selected by 
a panel including faculty and possibly 
alumni. Students will nominate indi-
viduals to the committee. 

Tisha Smith, assistant director of 
annual gifts in the Office of Develop 
ment, has been working with the com-
mittee. 

She said she hopes the program 
will help educate seniors about where 
their contributions go and influence 
them to become more active alumni 
once they have left Rice. 

President Malcolm Gillis spoke to 
Senior Committee members aboutthe 
importance of alumni participation. 
"Annual giving is the only flexible rev-
enue source this university can look 
forward to over the next few years," 
Gillis said at a reception to introduce 
the program this week. 

Gillis said he would like to see 
alumni participation, which is not re-
stricted to monetary contributions, 
reach 60 percent "If we can get up to 
50 or 60 percent, well be in the same 
category as Harvard and Princeton, 
and well above the likes of Duke and 
VanderbilL" 

The current rate of alumni partici-
pation is close to 50 percent, Gillis 
said. This is up about 45 percent from 
seven months ago, a significant in-
crease Gillis attributed to a greater 

degree of connection between alumni. 
He cited alumni gatherings that are 
no longer centered solely in Houston 
but take place nationwide. 

Gillis said a larger rate of alumni 
participation can help Rice receive 
more money in foundation grants. 

"There are not too many founda-
tions anymore that give bricks and 
mortar — that is, to build buildings," 
he said. "For those that do, the first 
thing they want to see is what percent-
age of faculty and students give to the 
university. So it helps. There's no ques-
tion as to that" 

Gillis said getting alumni to con-
tribute for the first time is important 
"It gets you started on a lifetime of 
giving. I have been giving to my two 
alma maters ever since I had two nick-
els to rub together," he said. 

According to Bolwerk, one of the 
aims of the program is promoting class 
unity. Alumni need a way to identify 
with their whole class, and not just 
their residential college, she said. She 
hopes to achieve the goal of 50 per-
centparticipation by seniors, but would 
like more to get involved in the pro-
gram. 

Marketos case dismissed 
A criminal prosecutor dismissed 

Feb. 16 an assault case against Brown 
College sophomore Peter Marketos. 

Debbie McMahon, prosecutor for 
Harris County Court 6, said the case 
was dropped because of insufficient 
evidence. 

Marketos was arrested last spring 
during a Will Rice College party on a 
felony charge of assaulting a police 
office and resisting arrest The trial 
date has been postponed several times 
over the year. 

After she reviewed the examining 
trial testimony and spoke to Campus 
Police S g t Kenneth Nipe, McMahon 
determined there was not enough 
evidence to prove the charges beyond 
a reasonable doubt 

She said Marketos was not specifi-
cally told he was under arrest She 
said that for the charge to apply, 
Marketos had to know he was under 
arrest and decide not to comply with 
the officer. 

Also, McMahon said the evidence 
didn't show Marketos intended to 
cause bodily injury to Nipe. 

Biotech series coming 
Rice's Institute of Biosciences and 

Bioengineering will host the De Lange 
Conference on "Biotechnology: Sci-
ence, Engineering and Ethical Chal-
lenges for the 21st Centuiy," begin-
ning Monday and continuing through 
March 2. 

The 21 speakers include Neal F. 
Lane, National Science Foundation 
Director and former Rice provost; 
Daniel E. Koshland Jr., editor of Sci-
ence magazine; M.R.C. Greenwood, 
associate director for science in the 
White House's Office of Science and 
Technology Policy; and C. Thomas 
Caskey, chair of the Molecular and 
Human Genet ics Depar tment at 
Houston's Baylor College of Medi-
cine. 

The De Lange conference was en-
dowed in 1991 by C.M. and Demaris 
Hudspeth. 

The annual conference aims to 
bring to the Rice campus top-ranking 
experts on topics of concern to soci-
ety. 

Advance registration is requested; 
call 527-6034 or fax 285-5154. 

Senate committee considering possibility of ninth college 
by Patricia Lin 

If an SA committee has its way, the 
eight-member residential college sys-
tem may someday be welcoming a 
ninth member. 

The Ninth College Committee 
hopes to complete a report after mid-
term recess on the possibility of build-
ing another college, said committee 
chair Jay Murphy. 

The committee has been research-
ing the costs of a ninth college for 
review by the Student Association 
Senate. "It's a way for us to rationalize 
to ourselves what may be gained in a 
new college," Murphy said. 

The university has no current plans 
for another residential college but is 
addressing questions about graduate-
student housing and the renovation 
or rebuilding of Wiess College. 

"Our project was to look into the 
possibilities that another collegewould 
present not the possibility that the 
university will actually build another 
college," Murphy said. 

BUY 1 • GET 1 FREE 
with this ad 

The committee is considering such 
questions as whether Rice can fill an-
other college, how doing so would 
affect the student body and classes, if 

'If we did build another 

college and upped the 

enrollment to include the 

300 students it would 

house, imagine what it 

would do to classes.' 
— Jay Murphy 

Ninth College Committee 

Rice would be able to support the 
costsof operating another college and 
where the college would be built 

SA Parliamentarian Anne Chettle 
spoke to the Admissions Office about 
whether there will be enough stu-

dents to fill a ninth college. Currently, 
each college has about 300 members. 

According to the Admissions Of-
fice, 41 percent of undergraduate stu-
dents live off campus. "Therecould be 
no guarantee that enough of those 41 
percent would want to move on c a m 
pus to fill a ninth college. Many of 
them voluntarily live off-campus," 
Chettle said. 

Murphy said Food and Housing 
Director Marion Hicks noted that 
there currently are vacancies in the 
existing colleges. But he also indi-
cated that if a ninth college were built, 
he would like to see the new college 
filled. 

"The problem would then be creat-
ing a demand for the rooms in the 
college. To create enough of a de-
mand,you'd have to raise enrollment," 
Chettle said. "Both [Heineman] and 
[Interim Vice President of Student 
Affairs] Sarah Burnett told me that the 
university has no plans to increase 
enrollment and that the undergradu-
ate enrollment will remain at 2,600." 

Murphy said an increase in enroll-

ment would have far-reaching effects 
causing reassessments of course 
structure and faculty size. 

"If we did build another college 
and upped the enrollment to include 
the 300 students it would house, imag-
ine what it would do to classes. If you 
assume incoming classes to be half 
academ and half SE , then think of an 
extra 150 students enrolled in your 
Physics 101 or your humanit ies 
classes," he said. 

"We talked to the registrar about 

!A good site would be in 

that empty field near fones 

and Brown.' 
— Jay Murphy 

class sizes and found that such an 
increase in enrollment would entail 
changing class sizes and increasing 
number of classes offered," he said. 

"Right now the reports say that 

university pays for most of the costs of 
educating each student who enrolls. 
Would the increase in tuition revenues 
help offset the increase in costs of 
educating," if a ninth college meant 
more enrollment? " Rice might have to 
hire more professors to teach the ex-
panded student body. All these ques-
tions need to be considered," he said. 

The committee plans to draft a 
report over the break and then dis-
cuss it before submitting a final copy 
to the Senate. 

"There are still a lot of possibilities 
and theories to look into," Murphy 
said. "A good site would be in that 
empty field near jones and Brown, but 
no one's really looked into tha t I talked 
to CK, and they said that they would 
more than be able to feed another 
college. [SA External Vice President] 
Suneel [Chilukuri] called the power 
company, and they said that it would 
be no problem to power another resi-
dence hall." 

"We're not going to be drawing 
any conclusions," Murphy said. "We're 
just looking into possibilities." 

2800 Brazos atTuam 
Open from lunch 
Until 2:00 am 
523-0192 

SHAG & 
BEER NI6HT 
FREE BEER - NO COVER - WOW 
Eveiy Wednesday starting March 2. 
Free beer from 9-11 , free admission, 
"Shag" down with DJ Ed Madonio. 

WEDNESDAYS: CRAWFISH 
$1.50lb. all day & nite, best price in 
town; plus FREE CAJUN BUFFET 
from 4 to 7 pm w/ peppered corn, 
new potatoes, dirty rice! 

FRIDAYS: LOUNGE ROCK 
Live sounds, rockin' lounge music 
Feb. 25: quirky, sexy, theatrical $4 
FEO Y LOCO 
March 4: Texas garage, spaghetti/surf 
SUGAR SHACK, DEATH VALLEY 

SATURDAYS: BLUES 
Authentic blues sounds, real thing 
Feb. 26: low cover, ages 21+ 
JIMMY DOTSON (in the Icehouse) 
HERSCHELBERRY(in the Lounge) 
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UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON • COLLEGE of OPTOMETRY 
4901 CALHOUN, UH Entrance #2 

Learn about: 
• Admission & Financial Aid 

Meet With: 
• Optometry Students 
• Faculty 
• Optometrists in Practice 
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Rice books more expensive than at other Texas schools 
by Melissa Williams 
and Sei Chong 

Rice students pay more for books 
than do students at several other Texas 
schools, according to a survey by Bay-
lor University's student newspaper. 

The survey gathered prices for 
required books from the lowest-level 

THE HEDGES 
economics, chemistry, biology, reli-
gion and British literature classes from 
each school's campus bookstore. 

The Rice books added up to 
$270.24. Other prices were $253.28 at 
Trinity University, $252.38 at Baylor, 
$249.95 at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and $233.55 at Texas Christian 
University. 

Source: The Lariat, Baylor Univer-
sity, Feb. 2 

Race-based scholarships OK 
The Clinton administration an-

nounced last week that college schol-
arships could be awarded on the basis 
of race to help "remedy past discrimi-
nation'' and promote diversity of the 
campus. 

The decision ends years of uncer-
tainty that had arisen during the Bush 
administration, which threeyearsago 
tried to ban race-based scholarships, 
arguing that merit should be the de-
termining factor. 

But itquickly softened its stance in 
the face of strong opposition by civil 

rights leaders and leading academics 
and put the whole matter under re-
view. It was still pending when Presi-
dent Clinton took office. 

The guidelines announced last 
week allow the scholarships to be con-
tinued at colleges that receive federal 
funds, but with several general provi-
sos that ensure compliance with anti-
discrimination laws. 

Perceived as a step back from the 
brink of a ban, however, it was wel-
comed by black educators and lead-
ing academics who said it ended a 
protracted waiting period for predomi-
nantly black institutions. 

Although race-specific scholar-
ships accountfor only about3 percent 
of all student scholarships awarded, 
critics in the mid-1980s attacked this 
practice. 

Conservatives argued that schol-
arships should be based on merit only, 
asking for a ban on race-based schol-
arship. 

The annou ncement is not expected 
to have much impact on how or to 
whom most scholarships are awarded. 

"We have to remember that 97 
percent of all scholarsh ips are still the 
traditional type," said Adib Shakir, 
president of Tougaloo College, a 
mostly black institution in Missouri. 

"We are just talking about this 
small, small number. It was always a 
distortion to believe that blacks were 
taking scholarships away from 
whites." 

Universities will be allowed to use 
race as one of several factors in trying 
to balance racial compositions o n cam-
pus. 

William H. Gray III, president of 
the United Negro College Fund, said 
it would only be fair to end race-based 
scholarhips "if we are prepared to also 
eliminate any scholarships on the ba-
sis of race, ethnicity, religion or na-

tional origin." 
He said that would mean an end to 

many scholarships that allowed only 
one group to receive a scholarship, 
such as those granted by the Sons of 
the Confederacy. 

Opponents say race-based schol-
arships violate federal civil rights law 
and discriminate against white stu-
dents, shrinking the amount of aid 
available to them. 

Source: Houston Chronicle, Feb. 
18 

Internet break-ins rising 
A rise in security breaches of com-

puter systems on the Internet have 
prompted security experts to issue a 
warning. 

We now know that an 

unknown number of 

intruders have the 

information they need to 

get access to thousands of 

additional computers, 

including entire networks.' 
— Terry McGillen 

Carnegie-Mellon 

Although similar attempts to 
breach Internet security systems have 
been fairly common in the past, the 
number of reported security violations 
caused alarm among some computer 
administrators. 

"This potentially affects tens of 
thousandsof computer accounts," said 
Terry McGillen, a spokesman for the 
Computer Emergency Response 

Premieres March 5th 
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Team, a goup of security experts at 
Carnegie-Mellon University. 

"We now know that an unknown 
number of intruders have the infor-
mation they need to get access to 
thousands of additional computers, 
including entire networks," he said. 

Officials of the response team said 
Rice and the University of Texas at 
Austin were among the organziations 
that identified themselves as having 
found evidence of an intruder. 

The intruder who breached Owl-
net, the Rice campus network system, 
captured passwords and then used 
these passwords to gain access to user 
accounts. 

Several files were destroyed, and 
Owlnet changed all user passwords, 
as well as requiring an additional pass-
word for those logging in from a re-
mote site. 

A response team advisory sent to 
Internet computer sites said the secu-
rity breaches involved a Trojan horse" 
program that primarily affects certain 
versions of computer operating sys-
tem software produced by Sun 
Microsystems Inc. and Solbourne 
Computer Inc. 

ThisTrojan horse program appears 
to be harmless, if noticed atall. But the 
program secretly captures the pass-
word and account information for any-
one trying to gain access to the com-
puter from a remote site. 

Source: The New York Times, Fed. 
5 
Quake-ravaged school holds 
classes outside, in trailers 

Tracy Gustafson taught her math 
class today — if you can call it teach-
ing — next to a stop sign on Prairie 
Street and Lindley Avenue on the cam-
pus of California State University at 
Northridge, amid the rattle of jack-
hammers and the billow of construc-
tion dust 

The algebra class was to have met 
in one of400trailers hastily thrown up 
around the campus, where virtually 
all 53 buildings were ruined in the 
earthquake that struck the San 
Fernando valley on Jan. 17. 

But on the opening day of spring 
semester, precisely four weeks after 
the deadly quake, many trailers were 
still without front steps, electricity or 
furniture. 

So 24,000 students and 4,000 fac-
ulty and staff members improvised, 
with the good cheer that has become 
second nature on their campus, about 
a mile from the epicenter of the tremor. 

After the quake came the relent-

less aftershocks, the largest of which 
finished off a three-story parking struc-
ture on campus, with smaller bumps 
and jolts toppling water heaters, up-
ending storage tanks and otherwise 
compounding the damage to already 
stricken buildings. 

Then, last week, torrential rain 
poured through the roof of the library, 
which was first thought to be salvage-
able but was later found to be sheared 
off its mooring. 

Half the 1.1 million-volume collec-
tion was still on the floor when the 
rains came; many of those books are 
now soaked beyond repair. 

Enough already, college adminis-
trators were thinking, when a fire of 
suspicious origin swept through sev-
eral rented trailers last weekend. 

But they rolled up their sleeves 
once again and bulldozed the charred 
mess. 

And then came several days of 
Santa Ana winds, forcing from the 
highways the last trailers being towed 
here from as far away as Nevada 

"Our plan would have worked if 
the weather had held," said Blenda J. 
Wilson, the university's president. 
This hasn't been an easy reinvention. 
But by the end of the week we should 
be in a groove." 

Even with the turmoil of too few 
trailers ready for use, the resumption 
of classes had to be judged a big suc-
cess, given the devastation at 
Northridge, thought to be the worst 
ever atauniversity in the United States, 
with repair costs estimated at $350 
million 

To open, administrators and fac-
ulty members who have toiled for 
weeks in tents set in muddy fields had 
to cobble together a class schedule 
using trailers, plastic domes and bor-
rowed space at nearby schools, in-
cluding the University of California at 
Los Angeies, about 20 miles away. 
UCLA has extended library privileges 
to Northridge students. 

Campus architects, engineers and 
workmen, meanwhile, had to build a 
new, though temporary, infrastructure 
for the trailer-park campus, extend ing 
power, water and telephone lines from 
the damaged main buildings. 

Most of those buildings are ex-
pected to be salvageable, after major 
repair, but so far only the bookstore, 
student union and a few dormitories 
have been deemed safe and have re-
opened. 

Source: The New York Times, 
Feb. 15 

Election 
FROM PAGE 1 

university forayear. This time limiton 
Honor Council trials would have been 
extended to five years. 

Honor Council Secretary Sam Cole 
believes the passage of the first pro-
posal will send a signal to council 
members that their jobs are to be 
taken seriously. He expressed disap-
pointment that the other two propos-
als failed, receiving a majority of stu-
dent votes but not the 75 percent re-
quired to pass. 

Makulski, currently serving as 
Jones' senator, lists a variety of signifi-
cant issues facing the SA in the next 
year. These include cooperation with 
the soon-to-be-chosen vice president 
of student affairs, the possibility that 
Health Services will be moved off cam-
pus, and the prices and offerings of 

the Campus Store. Makulski also calls 
attention to several issues raised by 
Block during the campaign, such as 
the idea of bringing outside food ser-
vices to campus. 

Rhodes, the self-proclaimed "can-
didate the other candidates wanted 
least to see in this election," said that 
he ran because he believes the SA 
"needed to take a dramatically differ-
ent course." 

Rhodes does not believe this will 
occur with Makulski as president "I 
think [Makulskiwill] getalotofthings 
done. I don't think he'll make any 
ground-breaking, earth-moving 
changes though," said Rhodes. 

Haley Robertson, newly elected SA 
external vice president, said she hopes 
to make good on her major campaign 
promise. "It'll be a challenge, but I 
really want to get the campus direc-
tory out by the end of September," 
Robertson said. 

MILLER SWIM ACADEMY 
~ Part-time or full- time. Flexible hours. 

Excellent pay. SW Houston area: 777-7946 

CUSTOMER RELATIONS 
Must know how tp swim. 

SWIM INSTRUCTORS 
Swim team or teaching experience needed. 
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Courses 
FROM PAGE 1 

triculate. But under the new plan, no 
exemptions would be allowed since 
NSCI would no longer be required. 

The committee rejected plans to 
give all entering students a math and 
science competency exam, similar to 
the English competency exam. Mem-
bers said they felt this issue detracted 
from their m a n purpose, which is to 
modify the existing foundation 
courses, Kuo said. 

The committee also decided 
again st developing a remedial science 
class called Natural Science 103, which 
would have been similar to the En-
glish 103 program 

Implementation of the program 
would require the development of sev-
eral new introductory courses, espe-
cially in the humanities and social 
sciences. 

Some natural science and engineer-
ing introductory courses will also have 
to be developed, but a few, like Phys-
ics 101, Geology 101 and Biology 122, 
already exist 

To encourage the development of 
these courses, the committee recom-
mends that deans have some form of 
incentive to encourage faculty to par-
ticipate, including a "salary-level car-
rot," said committee chair Bill Wilson. 
Possibilities included additional leave 
or salary increases, according to a 
committee report 

The plan, presented as a starting 
point for discussion, will be further 
refined and formally proposed to fac-
ulty at their March 18 meeting. 

The committee report must be 
approved by the faculty twice, so the 
second vote may not come until fall, 
Kuo said. 

The University Council, which 
serves to advise the president on rec-
ommendations from standing com-
mittees, met this week to confirm the 
curriculum committee's proposal. 

This is the first time the council 
has met this school year, an uncom-
mon length of inactivity, said under-
graduate representative Chad Carson. 

He said it is the president's job to 
call the council when he needs advice. 

The curriculum committee spon-
sored a universitywide forum on the 

subject Feb. 17 to gather student and 
faculty input on the proposed changes 
before meeting with President Mal-
colm Gillis and preparing their final 
report 

Fewer than 20 people, three-quar-
ters of whom were committee mem-
bers, attended the meeting in Sewall 
HalL 

"I was a little disappointed that 
more students didn't turn out, but I 
think there is overwhelming support 
for a change in the system," Kuo said. 
"I was kind of surprised by the low 
turnout from the faculty; we're talking 
about a big change." 

The committee used the forum to 
try to muster support for the proposal, 
citing a faculty survey with 143 re-
spondents in which a majority sup-
ported changing the current system. 

A survey of student opinion was 
not tabulated as of the meeting, but 
Wilson said his impression was that 
students didn't have strong opinions 
on most of the questions. 

The one area in which student sup-
port was strong was removing the 
pass-fail option for the foundation 
courses. Students wanted to keep the 

option, while faculty favored remov-
ing it, Wilson said. 

At the forum, geology Professor 
Deiter Heymann voiced opposition to 
the committee's proposal and to the 
idea of having foundation courses at 
all. 

T h e simplest system is the best," 
he said, suggesting that Rice should 
not require any foundation courses, 
as it did in the past 

"We are telling them [students] 
we know better than they do what to 
take," Heymann said. "You are creat-
ing a bureaucracy.... You are creat-
ing a federal government," he said. 

"We ought not to create a system 
which separates courses out," he said. 
He expressed concern about the drop 
in freshman enrollment in his Geol-
ogy 101 course and similar courses 
after the foundation courses were 
implemented in 1987. 

Committee member and English 
Professor Alan Grob defended the 
committee's recommendations. 

Speaking in support of the founda-
tion-course idea, he said, T h i s is an 
extremely valuable experience. It's an 
exposure that all students should go 

through. I finally have to come to the 
conclusion that it is a genuine good." 

Kuo said she thinks that because 
Rice students are so academically cen-
tered, they wouldn't be likely to take 
advantage of courses outside their 
majors without the distribution-course 
requirement 

Answering charges that the Hu-
manities courses have a liberal bias, 
Grob said, "You say there's spin. If we 
sent this course to William Bennett, 
he would agree [about its value]. I 
think this is a pretty conservatively 
conceived course." 

Kuo said a committee meeting with 
Gillis went well, but "I got the feeling 
from Dr. Gillis that he hadn't had a 
chance to look at Ithe recommenda-
tion] carefully. We don't want to rush 
into this." 

It will be at least a year before the 
changes are implemented, provided 
faculty approves them, Kuo said. 

"I think it is a solid proposal be-
cause it addresses the problems we 
found in revising the current founda-
tion course system and builds on the 
current system," she said. 

O-Week 
FROM PAGE 6 

"Things got out of hand last year," 
said Wiess College O-Week Coordi-
nator Tassie Gniady. "It's not a total 
ban; it's just on permanent damage. 
For example, Crisco in the limestone 
—we'll never get it out" 

"I think the most important sug-
gestion is that the coordinators take 

responsibility of jacks," Burnett said. 
This was a response to renegade ad-
visers carrying out independent 
pranks. 

As the number of students trans-
ferring to Rice grows every year, the 
committee wants to be sure their needs 
are met "We're suggesting they be 
allowed to move in on Sunday, and 
they be given concrete assistance with 
housing," Martin said. Special advis-
ing programs are also an option. 

Nose job 

Trinity University student Doug MacKenzie reaches over Allen Symonds, 
an architecture graduate student, in an Ultimate tournament Sunday. 

rAS7A 

Publication of college orientation 
handbooks are a major responsibility 
of coordinators. But the committee 
decided thatgeneral information, like 
bed-sheet length, the Honor System 
and academic calendars could be in a 
general publication for students. Par-
ents would get a similar mailing. 

Martin said the main problem is 
that accepted students are kept wait-
ing a long time before they receive the 
necessary information about coming 
to Rice. 

"We are trying to approach the 
new student in a logical and timely 
way without taking away from the 
college's handbook, whichgive§ more 
intimate information," she said. 

The 1993 O-Week coordinators will 
also produce a timeline of responsi-
bilities to help out next year's group. 
"Every year you have a new group of 

coordinators," Gniady said. 
"That's the reason for the 

coordinator's handbook — so they 
dont have to 'reinvent the wheel ev-
ery summer,' to borrow a phrase from 
Bob Sanborn." Sanborn is associate 
dean of student affairs and a commit-
tee member. 

Other ideas include free on-ca*i> 
pus summer housing for coordina-
tors, a more serious approach to ad-
viser training and a revised O-Week 
schedule to accommodate more aca-
demic advising. 

Mixed Signals is being revised by 
Brown College senior Robin Holzer, 
who directed it last year. It will portray 
a more sympathetic male character 
and to more strongly stress the role of 
alcohol in date rape. 

Health Education Director Cynthia 
Lanier said the play has been per-

formed for four years and that it was 
due for a change. 

"Some people felt that the play was 
really male bashing," she said. "Some 
commented that the play made them 
feel like they were the victim.... We 
want to present a play we feel is least 
threatening because males are whom 
we really need; I don't want to alienate 
them" 

Holzer said the greater emphasis 
on the role of alcohol was prompted 
by recent research. "More than 50 
percent of all people involved in date 
rape had been involved with alcohol," 
she said. 

Holzer said she, with last year's 
cast, is responsible for the new ver-
sion of Mixed Signals. They may have 
to change the name of the play, wh ich 
is copyrighted, since the changes are 
so dramatic. 

6811 Kirby at Holcombe 6 6 6 - 4 0 4 7 
Open every day lunc'h through dinner 

Legal Assistant 
and 

Legal Assistant Clerk Positions 

Baker & Botts, L.L.P., will be on-campus on April 7 interviewing for 

permanent legal assistant and legal assistant clerk positions in its 

Houston office. Candidates should have excellent academic creden-

tials and must be motivated and self-directed. 

Legal assistants are considered part of the professional staff and 

work directly with lawyers in the legal arena. Baker & Botts, L.L.P., 

requires at least a two year commitment for these positions. Legal 

assistant clerks work under the direct supervision of lawyers and 

legal assistants. Legal assistant clerk candidates usually work for 

one year before beginning law school or graduate school. 

Baker & Botts, L.L.P., offers a dynamic Legal Assistant Program with 

in-house training arid promotional opportunities. Salary is commen-

surate with educa te and experience. Excellent benefits are provided. 

Send resume, writing sample and ah official college transcript to Julia 

Figueroa at the Career Services Center. For additional information, 

call Linda Katz, Legal Assistant Manager, at 229-1611. 
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Wood's Jukebox hasn't gotten 

to ptoy at their last two Howten 

•how* duo to poMco intervention 

and nasty theater managsis. 

Third times a charm at Harvey's 

today. They're known lor an 

eclectic heavy nerd rook sound. 

2S24 McKhtney, 2234705. 

The Devttns. They're Irish, they've been 

compared to U2 and their lead sJngsr 

sounds like Bono. They open for Sarah 

McLachtin at the Bayou City Theatre on 

Sunday Mar. 6. Call 977 5495 for Info. 

If you're still depressed about being 

here go to the Mucky Duck Beer Tasting 

and meet middle-aged yuppies who'll 

make you happy you're not them. $10 

gets you ail the foreign stuff you can 

pour down your misery. This Saturday, 2 

p.m. McGonigel's Mucky Duck, 2425 

Norfolk, 528-5999. 

Expressive comedienne Judy Tenuta 

screams, yowls, occasionally speaks 

and occasionally sounds like she might 

be sane. Her mouth will move this 

Saturday at the Bayou City Theatre, 8 

p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Tix are $14, cali 

977-5495. 

If you're still with us on Wednesday, Scl-

Fi writer Bruce Sterling wiH talk about 

the city of the future as part of the 

Virtual City Lecture Series sponsored 

by the Rice Design Alliance. The Inventor 

of the term cyberspace, Sterling is now 

fed up with the subject — "My 

Indifference could not be more total," 

Sterling says. He is still supposedly a 

stirring speaker when paid. Mar. 2, 8 

p.m., Brown Auditorium, Museum of 

Fine Arts. $3 for students, $10 for 

adults. 

Grammy award winner Koko Taylor lets 

loose her "raucous, raunchy, boomingly 

defiantblues rafter rattling voice" at the 

Bayou City Theatre on Friday, March 4. 

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley declared 

Mar. 3,1993 "Koko Taylor Day"... one 

year and a day later she comes to 

Houston... Tix are $13, call 977-5007 

for info. 

Vldna Obmana of Belgium performs 

ambient music, music to meditate, feel 

peace and grow bigger vegetables to. 

He'll be playing an evening of sonically 

atmospheric music along with former 

metereologlst Jeff Greinke, who says 

his own pieces are inspired by the textwe 

of storms and movingsounds. Commerce 

Street Artists Warehouse, 2315 

Commerce Street, Saturday, Feb. 

26 ,10 p.m. 

Blade Runner, a movie about 

your future, plays at the 

Museum of Fine Arts on 

Sunday Mar. 6. You 

can go see 

Harrison Ford 

kill people. Yeah. MFA, Brown 

Audltorloum, 7 p.m., $4. 

YEE HAW 

Saddle up your roommate and go rodeo 
B Y A M Y M C K A Y A N D 

H O L L Y S T E R R E T T 

"... And they call it the rodeo!" Yes, it's true, 
the rodeo has come to town. Thousands of 
people are pulling on their boots, squeezing into 
theirtight, monogrammed jeans, polishing their 
plate-sized silver belt buckles, and hiding under 
their ten-gallon hats, all in an effort to emulate 
the "rodeo mystique." If this is not exciting 
enough, just listen to all of the new adventures 
that you can experience at the rodeo. 

It is of utmost importance to see the pig 
racing. Imagine a big ol' porker snorting around 
a race track eight times a day trying to catch an 
Oreo cookie! 

When you finish with these swine, head on 
over to the Wild West Showat6p.m. Sorry,there 
is no shootin' involved. You will, however, see a 
horse try a bit of ballet 

If you still want more after all of these activi-
ties, 28,000 farm animals of all shapes and sizes 
are prepared to emit all sorts of noises and odors 
at the Livestock Show. If you are tired of watch-
ing animals in all of their glory, you can see the 
rodeo or try the rides at the carnival. 

Finally, to top off this all-day affair, there is a 
concert each night. 

TOP TEN REASONS TO GO TO THE RODEO 

10. You dont need to bathe before you go. 
9. You can yell "yee-haw!" and not get laughed 

at. 
8. When Garth Brooks says, "You know the 

woman wants her cowboy like he wants his 
rodeo," you can truly relate. 

7. You will no longer have to resort to what 
ever you previously used rope for. 

6. Big hair is cool 
5. You can vastly expand your vocabulary with 

expressions like "fixin' to," "gotta pee like a 
big dog," and "I haven't done a lick of work." 

4. You can develop a new and special bond 
with the highest quality farm animals. 

3. Where else can manure add positively to the 
ambience? 

2. You can write home to your friends with 
proof thatTexans really are hicks. 

1. You can ride your bike with new fervor after 
watching random men being bucked. 

TOP TEN REASONS NOT TO GO TO THE RODEO 

10. The sight of cowboy boots in the coming 
months will not give you painful flashbacks. 

9. You can smell like a human the next day. 
8. You can maintain your I-just-go-to-college-

in-Houston stance. 
7. You can listen to Beethoven the next day 

without feeling blasphemous. 
6. You won't get into any arguments about the 

difference between a violin and a fiddle. 
5. You wont be pressured into two-stepping 

afterward (well, maybe). 
4. You wont feel the need to train your pets to 

chase Oreos eight times a day. 
3. Billy Bob, Billy Ray, Billy Jo (Enough said). 
2. You wont feel inadequate for not having a 

big enough belt buckle. 
1. You wont have to listen to two hours of 

someone crying into a beer over his lost 
cowgirl before driving to Alabama in a 
pickup to visit hisdaddy in prison. 

Houston Rodeo 
The schedule of events is as follows: 

Feb. 25: Randy Travis (7 p.m.) 
26: Billy Ray Cyrus (11 a.m.) 

Willie Nelson & Paul 
Buskirk and Clay 
Walker (7 p.m.) 

27: Selena & Ram 
Herrera (4 p.m.) 

28: George Strait (7 p.m.) 
Mar. 1: George Strait (7 p.m.) 

2: Tanya Tucker and John 
Montgomery (7 p.m.) 

3: Doug Stone and Tracy 
Lawrence (7 p.m.) 

4: Mark Chesnutt and Tracy 
Bird and Doug 
Supernaw (7 p.m.) 

5: Trisha Yearwood and Billy 
Dean (11 a.m.) 
Vince Gill (7 p.m.) 

6: Brooks & Dunn (4 p.m.) 

Tickets are available at Ticketmaster, 
629-3700 and at the gate, if they are not 
already sold out. 

• f Ma.* 
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Just some of the fun you can have watching animals beat the crap out of man at the Houston Rodeo. 

OF COURSE IT'S HOUSTON 

^Reality Bites,' but it makes a good movie 
B Y K R I S T I A N L I N 

"Extreme close-up! WHOA!" 
—Mike Myers 
Saturday Night Live 

In how many films do you get to see a woman 
call a telephone psychic for help and wind up 
giving marital advice to the psychic? 

Reality Bites might be the only one. In this 
film, recently graduated college valedictorian 
Lelaina fierce (Winona Ryder) works at a local 
morning TV talk show in Houston and shares an 
apartment with sex-crazed Vicki Qaneane 
Garofalo), who'sjust been promoted to manager 
at The Gap. 

Over Lelaina's objections ("He will turn this 
place into a den of slack"), 
they lake in beautiful and 
chronically unemployed 
Troy (Ethan Hawke),arock 
musician who wears his 

alienation the way some people 
wear expensive jewelry. 

Gradually, Lelaina finds her-
self romantically torn between 

Troy and Michael (Ben 
Stiller), a young executive 
at a cable network called" In 
Your Face TV." Michael 
wants to show on his net-
workadocumentary Lelaina 

is making about her friends, but his network 
wants to commercialize the film. 

The script is by 23-year-old Houstonian Helen 
Childress, who has a keen ear for spontaneous, 
unpredictable dialogue. Director Ben Stiller 

keeps up with all the mood changes and main-
tains a light-footed pace for this film. 

There are many memorable scenes in this 
movie. In one scene, Lelaina has dinner with her 
divorced parents and their respective spouses, 
and it's obvious that she's the most mature one 
at the table. 

1 n another, the characters dance to the dopey 
"My Sharona" at a conven ience store. The scene 
may be derived from the "Bohemian Rhapsody" 
scene from Wayne's World, but it still has enough 

If it's true, as Woody 
Allen says, that the 
brain is the sexiest part 
of the body, then 
Winona Rider is the 
sexiest actress in the 
world. 

wacked-out energy to make it funny in the same 
mysterious way. 

These characters don't have the usual flat 
Hollywood dimensions.Troy has major reserves 
of pettiness and hostility. He is also capable of 
tenderness and profundity. When Lelaina asks 
why life cant be like The Brady Bunch, he 
answers, "Because Mr. Brady died of AIDS." 

Even Michael, the yuppie of all time, turns 
out to be a frustrated romantic in a 

three-piece suit 
A great performance from Winona Ryder 

powers this movie. If it's true, as Woody Allen 
said, that the brain is the sexiest part of the body, 
then Winona Ryder is the sexiest actress in the 
world. She's so intelligent that she rarely gets 
roles worthy of her, you can see she's way too 
smart for what she has to play in movies like 
Mermaids and Edward Scissorhands. 

She also gets to show off a huge range of 
emotions, including warmth, pain, sensitivity, 
neurosis and self-pity. Through it all Ryder main-
tains an integrity of her character so authentic 
that, for all we know, Lelaina might be walking 
around this campus (which means she might be 
reading this article, in which case she should 
know that I'm single). 

Ethan Hawke, who's shown no evidence of 
great talent before, strikes the right balance of 
sentiment and sarcasm. Joe Don Baker and 
Swoosie Kurtz play Lelaina's ineffectual parents, 
while John Mahoney does well as the boorish 
talk show host who fires her. David Spade (of 
Saturday Night Live) turns in a hilarious cameo. 

All this isn't to say that Reality Bites is a 
perfect film. We dont see too much of Lelaina's 
documentary, and what we do see of it doesn't 
look particularly good. The art vs. commerce 
conflict is too black-and-white. And maybe I'm 
just jealous, but I could also have used a scene 
where Lelaina justifies her apparently very poor 
choice of men. 

These minor flaws, however, are a small 
price to pay. By refusing to take itself too seri-
ously, Reality Bites attains a rare level of insight 
Reality does bite sometimes. If all movies were 
this intelligent, it wouldn't hurt so much. 
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No THEY'RE NOT BITTER 

KTRU sponsors outdoor show over break 
B Y B O O T H B A B C O C K 

THIRD ANNUAL K T R U OUTDOOR SHOW 

ANDERSON HALL COURTYARD 

12:30 P.M. TO 7 P.M. 

Are you bummed that all your buddies left 
town for break without you? Are you so pathetic 
that you think the new Pearl Jam is really neat, 
but those Nirvana guys, they're just a little too 
weird? Do you secretly wish you had been at the 
Jackson Family Reunion in Las Vegas last week? 
Did you watch The Brady Bunch as a kid? 

If the answers to any of those questions are 
"YES," than here's a little treat 
for you: The Third Annual 
KTRU Outdoor Show (also 
known affectionately as the 
FREE SHOW). 

Yes, your good buddies 
down at KTRU have brought to 
Rice a veritable smorgishbord 
of some of the most amazing 
bands they could afford, and on 
Sat, March 5, they'll all pump 
out a few dozen watts of pure 
rock in the beautiful Smith 
Courtyard of Anderson Hall. 

Sure, it's during break — 
but how else could you be re-
laxed enough about your 
classes to kick back in thatwaim 
Houston sun with a cheaper-
than-cheap Bock from over at 
Valhalla and soak up tunes? 

Anyway, there's really no 
excu se to miss out on this show. 
Headliner NoMeansNo has 

and Doug "Thor" Dilleman. They're all waiting 
for you ladies, and I'm told that all three of them 
have extremely large penises. Curious groupies 
are welcomed. 

They play that brand of quirky, edgy, noisy 
college rock you know 
you need. They are also 
named after a Hannah-
Barbera character. 
Love them 

ISRAEL MCCLOUD ( 1 : 3 0 ) 

Here's the big mys-
tery act of the 

No Means No's 'Mr. Happy." been kind enough to come all 
the way from Canada (Maybe it's because of 
that magazine article: they wanted to see for 
themselves how "fun" Rice is. Are we gonna let 
'em down?) Trenchmouth comes from Chicago, 
and openers DRUM, Israel Ramirez, The Sus-
pects and Dyn@mutt are local. Here's a brief 
rundown of the bands in the order they will 
perform and what to expect: 

DYN@MUTT (AROUND 1 2 : 3 0 ) 

Celebrating the imminent release of their 
first CD (mysteriously titled A Handbook for 
Young Scientists), Dyn@mutt is proof that not 
every Rice band has to play funk or abuse accor-
dions. Dyn@mutt, who probably hate being char-
acterized as a Rice band, are those three cute 
guys from Will Rice, Chad Shaw, Dave Deggler 

SITTING IN A TREE 

a f t e r n o o n : I 
couldn't find any-
one who could tell 
me quite what to 
expect If we hold 

hands and face the dan-
ger together, I'm sure it 
will all turn out alright 
McCloud apparently 
does the spoken-word po-
etry thing that so many 
do and so few do well 
over a groovy back-
ground of jazz. It's tres 
hip and just arty enough 
to make you think you 
might have learned some-
thing over break. 

Get over to Valhalla 
quick after this act is done 
and knock off a few brain 
cells to compensate. 

THE SUSPECTS ( 2 : 1 5 ) 

The band that appeared out of nowhere (or 
maybe I was under a rock) now has everyone 
talking. Is it time for yet another ska revival? Th e 
Suspects mopped up the floorwith what was left 
of Brown College after its last college night 

Do you need to get your butt vibrating to this 
amazingly talented (and, more important, to-
gether) wall o'ska? You bet you do, rude boys 
and rude girls! 

D.R.U.M. (3 :00) 

D.RU.M. is known mainly as a reggae band, 
but for this show it'll be D.RU.M. unplugged as 
the band perform as a percussion ensemble. My 
guess is that it will be a somewhat different 

experience than those other percussion en-
sembles, Crash Worship and Kodo. Expect a 
good, deep groove, one that goes well with beer 
or other things. 

TRENCHMOUTH ( 3 : 4 5 ) 

Hailing from the Windy 
City, Trenchmouth has left 
listeners around the coun-
try with their jaws scraping 
the floor. Trenchmouth 
plays an unclassifiable 
blend of ska, punk funk, 
rock, jazz and whatever. 

The band's two full-
length albums on Skene! 
(Jnsidethe Future, Construc-

tion of New Action) have both been outstanding, 
revealing some of the most inventive and coura-
geous songwriting and performing clogging up 
college music today. And it's all here for you. 

NOMEANSNO ( 5 : 0 0 ) 

Hailing from the cold white north of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, NoMeansNo 
brings their astounding display of punk rock 
virtuosity and prog-core ingenuity all the way to 
the balmy climes of Rice University. 

NoMeansNo has recorded numerous albums 
(the most recent of which is Why Do They Call 
Me Mr. Happy?, reviewed in this issue's CD 
Sampler), plus a collaboration with Jello Biafra 
(The Sky Is Falling and I Want My Mommy) and 
a hardcore album under the name The Hanson 
Brothers. All are on San Francisco's incompa-
rable Alternative Tentacles Records. 

Each little piece of vinyl (or hunk of plastic, as 
the case may be) is an amazing joyride, carom-
ing from tempo to tempo and genre to genre. 
NoMeansNo is truly an incomparable wall of 
beautiful noise and beer swilling Canadians. 
Mere words cannot describe the state of ecstasy 
to which this band can at times transport me. 
Plus, they have a new drummer. 

Anyway, that's the lineup. There's not a loser 
in the bunch. Whether you listen to KTRU much 
or not, there should be something for everyone, 
and as the price is right (which is to say, FREE), 
there is really no reason to not at least stop by to 
check out any act that seems at least interesting. 
And everyone should definitely take this chance 
to see NoMeansNo, who rarely make it to this 
part of the world. Perhaps I should stress the 
FREE part again. If you miss this, you'd better 
have a note from your mother. 

Love like a howitzer; the future of 'Beirut' 
B Y E R I C R U T H E R F O R D 

BEIRUT 

THEATER LAB HOUSTON 

1 7 0 6 ALAMO OFF HOUSTON 

8 P.M. FEB. 25, 26; MAR. 4, 5 , 1 1 , 1 2 
$12 (868-7516) 

What would the world come to if all sexual 
contact were forbidden? 

Alan Bowne, the writer of Theater LaB 
Houston's new production Beirut, would have 
you believe that this scenario is possible. 

Set in New York sometime in the future, 
Beirut is the story of two would-be lovers strug-
gling with the consequences of consummating 
their relationship. 

Far from having the typical hang-up about 
losing one's virginity, these two both want to do 
the deed but are afraid of a rampant plague 
transmitted by any exchange of bodily fluids. 

Forget safe sex. A condom wont do any good 
when even sweat can transmit the virus. The 
little-understood disease in the play, more deadly 
than AIDS, is rapidly killing off the population. 

Be forewarned by the bold print on the adver-
tisements: this play is for "adult audiences" only. 
Nudity,raunchy language and constanttalkabout 
sex are the norm. 

Since its inception last year, Theater LaB's 
mission has been to bring to Houston "contem-
porary theater in the Off-Broadway genre." 

Under the title of "Dangerous Theater," the 
plays are often unpolished and provocative. The 
uniqueness ofTheater LaB is emphasized by it's 
small stage. The stage and seating—all on one 
level — fill a space the size of a classroom. 

The performance area is in the center of the 
room with a double row of chairs surrounding 
the small floor space. This arrangement makes 

the audience, especially those in the first row, 
feel as though they are part of the action. In 
recent productions, such as Bouncers, the actors 
have even interacted with the audience. 

fl«'n</beg ins with the main character,Torch, 
(Lynn Miller, Jr.) in forced isolation by the gov-
ernment because he has the plague. He is quar-
antined in a building containing thousands like 
him, all waiting to develop lesions and die. 

Shortly after the play opens, the other char-
acter, Blue, played by Celeste Cheramie, enters 
the stage. 

Blue, who is not infected, is risking her life by 
seeing Torch: uninfected people found in the 
quarantined section of town are shot on sight. 

The play is a see-saw of dialogue between the 
two, revolving around the decision whether to 
have sex or to live happily ever after without 
touching each other. 

By the third time Blue is ready to storm out 
the door, I was ready for her to just leave. Torch 
has already threatened to throw her out twice 
before, but each time one threatens, the other 
reconciles. 

Blue is trying to convince Torch that he 
should stop thinking about what is best for her 
and give her what she wants: sex and, hence, the 
plague. She argues that she can "live without 
risk and feel dead, or risk death and feel alive." 

Society's solutions to the plague, including 
quarantine, government control of sex and even 
test-tube fertilization of all babies, are gradually 
unfolded in the dialogue of Beirut. 

The play offers a horrifying nightmare of the 
future of AIDS, and potently depicts the effects 
of enforced physical isolation upon members of 
a society. 

Overall, Beirut is certainly bold. Bold on 
which of its myriad of subpoints is anyone's calL 

Even a hug can kill you. 

Atom Egoyan'# 

Calendar features 

the filmmaker 

himself as a self-absorbed and 

destructive photographer hired 

te make 12 images of an 

Armenian church for a calendar. The 

trouble comes when Ns wife is attracted 

to their guide and their marriage begins 

to unravel. 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. at Rice 

Media Center. $3 Rice students, $5 

general. 

Desperately searching for on-campus 

musical Hfe on the first night of break? 

Shepherd School's sole occupants this 

whole week will be Wiess junior Lara 

Bruckman, soprano, and doctoral 

candidate Elizabeth Buck, flute. See 

Lara at 6:30 p.m. and Elizabeth at 8:30 

p.m. In Duncan Recital Hall. Free. 

Trout Fishing in America 

plays two shows at 

^ ^ Hamman Hall, 2 p.m. for 

kids (that's us) and 8 p.m. for those who 

are too proud to show up at 2:00. They'll 

be Joined forthe evening show by Writers 

in the Round, a collective of some of the 

best musicians in contemporary folk 

music. Tickets are $8 kids, $10 adults 

for the 2 p.m. show. $10 with a Rice ID, 

$15 general for the 8 p.m. show. 

Calendar at the Media Center, 7:30 and 

9:30 p.m. 

In the groundbreaking My 

Beautiful Laundrette,, a 

hustling Pakistani 

immigrant (Gordon Wameke) and his 

childhood friend and lover (Daniel Day-

Lewis) transform a seedy laundrette in 

the slums of South London. 7:30 p.m. at 

Rice Media Center. $4.25. 

Syzgy, New Music at Rice, 

featuring Polish pianists/ 

W O N composers Marian 

Borkowskl and Andrej Dutkiewicz 

performing a program of their own work. 

8 p.m. Stude Concert Hall, Shepherd 

School of Music. 

S U N 

This day promises to be a 

vicious one. It appears in 
T U E lieu of Feb. 29, which K 

rudely thrust aside in an unprecedented 

act of menstrual violence. Be wary. 

W E D 

dangerous. 

Rumored to have been an 

accessory to the crime. 

Deranged and possibly 

I— KTRU's Third Annual 

O Outdoor Show features a 

S A T smorgasbord of bands in 

the Anderson Hall Courtyard, 12:30 to 7 

p.m. Free. See related article, page 9. 

M 0 N 

Campuswide Assasin-

ations begin, sponsored by 

the RPC. 

Willy's birthday partyl 

^ Celebrate, because he's 

the reason you're here. 

5:30 p.m. in the quad. 

An embrace you could die for. 
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FUNNY ANIMALS 

Independent artists bring comics out of cultural closet 
With the publication of Frank 

Miller's The Dark Knight Returns in 
the mid-'80s, there has been a serious 
movement in the comics industry to 
create material geared toward a more 
adult readership. Miller's dark, terse 
writing style revolutionized the image 
of Batman, one of DC Comics most 
popular characters. 

In recent years, DC and smaller 
independent companies, such as Dark 
Horse, have produced a diverse and 
exciting body ofwork that has brought 
comic books out of the pop cultural 
closet and put them on the cutting 
edge of design, art and even literature. 

There is agrowing number of com-
ics published by companies and indi-
viduals independent of the large cor-
porations. These comics are frequently 
done in black-and-white, and while 
they are relatively unknown and often 
hard to find, they show a greater 
eagerness to attack adult themes than 
products of the large corporations. 

One example of this species is the 
"funny animal" comic, which charac-
teristically features anthropomor-

phised animals in stories that are some-
times anything but funny. The com-
plex themes are belied by the cute 
animal faces, which help disarm any 
preconceptions or guards the reader 
may have. 

One well-known example of this 
genre is Art Spiegelman's Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book MOMS,about the 
Holocaust, which some classes at Rice 
are required to read. 

Perhaps one of the most exciting 
black-and-white publications of recent 
note is actually a 215-page comic book 
about the history of comics — Scott 
McCloud's Understanding Comics. 
McCloud'sworkabundantly proves his 
own assertion that comics are in no 
way limited to "crude, poorly-drawn, 
semiliterate, cheap, disposable kiddie-
fare." 

The following is a humble smatter-
ing of the intelligent life forms populat-
ing the modern-day world of the comic 
book For the true comics reader, for 
the unititiated or for you shameless 
polybaggers packing them away for 
eternity, here's what's happening ... 

'Sin City': futuristic tale of 
doom and gloom 

BY T E D W A N G 

SIN CITY 

FRANK MILLER 

DARK HORSE COMICS 

Sin City begins when Marv awak-
ens beside the beautiful blonde pros-
titute Goldie, whom he met the previ-
ous evening. 

She's dead. 
N ow Marv wants to learn who killed 

her and why. 
Sin CYfyisthe latest work by Frank 

Miller, who in 1986 wrote and drew 
the popular Batman: The Dark Knight 
Returns. 

With that book, comics became a 
legitimate storytelling medium. 
Miller's more recent works include 
Ronin, a sci-fi fantasy of a time-dis-
placed samurai fighting a demon, and 
Give Me Liberty, a political drama/ 
satire about the future revolution and 
collapse of America 

Despite his reputation for super-
hero comics, Miller has said that his 
favorite genre is crime stories. With 
Sin City, a tribute to the film noir style 
of storytelling, he returns to that ele-
ment 

Miller draws his characters with 
hard lines and mostly in shadows. His 
personal style of black-and-white art-
work does take a little getting used to, 
but it is technically brilliant 

His use of perspective and geom-
etry is noteworthy, giving the reader 

a cinematic view of the action. His 
panel composition often conveys an 
underlying mood, further emphasized 
by his use of shading. 

Visually, Sin City contains some 
Miller's most impressive artwork, sur-
passing even The Dark Knight Re-
turns. 

Miller has always been a concise 
storyteller, never slowing down the 
story with unnecessary events. Sin 
City moves at a brisk pace — some-
times a little too brisk for true film 
noir, but this is a minor problem. 

Sin City is not so much a place as it 
is an atmosphere. Miller uses the 
theme of people living within a cor-
rupt environment similar to the Hell's 
Kitchen setting from his early Dare-
devil run. 

In Daredevil, the people living in 
Hell's Kitchen are mostly decent and 
hardworking. 

In Sin City, however, the citizens 
must fear each other and sometimes 
even themselves. There are no he-
roes, super or otherwise. Everyone 
seems to have a shady past 

"Violent" Marv, the main charac-
ter of the first book, is a bouncer with 
a slightly deranged set of values. 

He is especially fun to watch as he 
treats criminals with the same disdain 
with which they have treated their 
victims. He develops a more mon-
strous demeanor as the story 
progresses and he hunts the people 
responsible for Goldie's death. 

Opposing Marv are well-dressed 
hitmen and a hungry crime boss. His 
only allies are Goldie's fellow hook-
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Wake up next to a dead lady and see what it does to you. Marv takes a cop car over the edge in Frank Miller's Sin City. 

'Cerebus': David Sim's adventures of an ardvark pope 

ers, and even they try to kill him once. 
Miller's script combines a certain 

cynicism with dark humor and some-
times poetic imagery. The dialogue is 
mostly serious but finds time to be 
amusing as well. 

The first major story line was com-

pleted last year and given the National 
Cartoonists' Award for Best Comic 
Book of 1992. 

Its second story, A Dame to Kill 
For, is currently being published by 
Dark Horse Comics and is an ex-
tremely fun read. 

While not as political or epic as The 
Dark Knight Returns, Sin City is a 
much more personal story, showing 
the darker side of human nature. 
Though ithasno truly admirable char-
acters, they are charismatic in their 
own way. 

A quiet moment in the life of 
Cerebus, the aardvark pope. 

BY K A R I N C R O S S 

CEREBUS 

DAVID S IM AND GERHARD 

AARDWARK-VANAHEIM 

Probably the king of all independent 
black-and-white comics is Cerebus, written 
and drawn by Dave Sim and Gerhard. 

Sim formed the company Aard-wark-
Vanaheim and began publishing Cerebus 
in December 1977, and has managed to 
turn out an issue a month ever since. 

This epic, which will ultimately run 
to 300 issues (over 6,000 pages), is the 
tale of a sword-welding barbarian aard-
vark named Cerebus. Beginning as a 
parody of Conan the Barbarian and 
Howard the Duck, the story has taken 
Cerebus through terms as Prime Min-
ister and Pope of the fictional coun-
try of lest and to the moon and back 

— literally. 
Seven reprint volumes, known as "phone books," each 

comprise a virtually self-contained "novel" They include 
Cerebus, High Society, Church and State (vol. I and II) Jaka's 
Story, Melmoth and Flight. 

Cerebus is remarkable, especially of late, for elegant 
storytelling and extraordinary artwork. Sim's style ranges 
from the outright comedy of High Society to the quiet 
emotions of Jaka's Story. 

The current "novel," Mothers and Daughters (of which 
Flight is the first of four parts,) is a remarkable exploration 
of feminist thought and theory set against a sometimes 
violent power struggle in lest 

To try and summarize all 3,500-plus pages written to 
date in one article would be a pretty hopeless task; all one 
can tell the interested reader is to search qpmic stores for 
the reprint volumes, dive in and catch uj5p 

The success of Cerebus has inspired'many other artists 
and writers to embark on their own woHk. 

The support of Dave Sim, arguably one of the most 
powerful figures in the comics industry, has been of enor-
mous help to a great nunjber of writers' careers. 



~U 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1994 13 

Dream a little dream with 'Sandman' 
Gaiman s weavings of history, myth and a little bit of imagination 

BY J E S S E J O U -

SANDMAN 

NEIL GAIMAN 

DC COMICS 

Sandman is centered around the 
enigmatic character of Dream, one of 
the seven Endless, who are not gods 
and do not die like gods. Dream is 
toothpick-thin with a mop of black 
hair that looks like it hasn't seen a 
comb in centuries. 

His family consists of his brother 
Destiny, his sister Death; his brother 
Destruction, who decided one day to 
stop being Destruction and left; the 
twins Despair (a gnomish woman) 
and Desire (a Nagel-esque 
androgyne); and his youngest sister 
Delirium, who was once Delight 

The series succeeds because its 
characters are so interesting and well-
delineated—especially Death, who is 
the probably the sexiest, most pleas-
ant version of the concept ever. 

Creator Neil Gaiman has said that 
when he created Death, he didn'twant 
to create a ghoul or someone full of 
existential angst, but someone he 
wouldn't mind meeting himself when 
he died. Given Death's recent election 
as the most popular supporting char-
acter in the DC comics universe, it 

looks as if he succeeded. 
Although the primary conceit of 

this series is similar to PiersAnthony's 
Incarnations oflmmortality, Gaiman's 
best work usually isn't about Dream, 
but about the people who surround 
him. Rather than rehash tired tales of 
gods doing battle, he explores the 
much more fertile ground of life in a 
world where such beings as the End-
less exist 

Gaiman's adherents debate over 
which are better his epic storylines or 
his single-issue short stories which 
work like one-act plays. He's written 
tales about the dreams of cats, the 
Arabian Nights, captive Muses, and 
even Joshua Norton, the first and only 
Emperor of America (yes, he realty 
did exist Go to the library sonjetime). 

He's even written a blackly to me-
dic issue about a serial killer conven-
tion which bears a chilling resem-
blance to an even more frightening 
assemblage: a comic book conven-
tion. (A woman proclaims in thecourse 
of a panel discussion: "I'm sick and 
tired of being portrayed as a black 
widow or a killer nurse. I'm a serial 
killer and a woman and I'm proud of 
it!") 

Like the worlds of Moore and 
Miller, Gaiman's world is slightly dys-
functional. His vision, however, is 

much more humanistic, even if his 
writing sometimes wanders like a cow 
that's lost its field. Everyone is non-
evil, even though they do bad things. 
Problems aren't solved with guns or 
exploding heads, even when violence 
seems the best response. 

For example, when Dream has to 
brave the gates of Hell to face Lucifer, 
he goes armored to the teeth only to 
find that the King of Hell has shut the 
place down. Where we, the readers, 
expect 22 pages of mindless body 
blows, Gaiman gives us a thoughtful, 
quirky and slightly amusing specula-
tion about what would happen to the 
damned if there were no Hell. 

Before the Devil disappears for 
good, he turns to the Sandman, gives 
him the Key to Hell, and says, "I swore 
to destroy you once, didn't I? Well, 1 
doubt if [the Key] will destroy you, but 
Idon't think itwill bringyou any luck." 
Classic Gaiman. 

Sandman is published under DC's 
Vertigo imprint It is scheduled to end 
soon, however, and back issues are 
hard to find. 

Fortunately, the major storylines 
and short story arcs are available in 
collected-works volumes that don't 
cost too much. I recommend The 
Doll's House and Dream Country as 
good places to start 
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The goofy mammalian world of 'Bone' 
BY K A R I N K R O S S 

BONE 

JEFF SMITH 

Jeff Smith's Bone takes place in a 
fantasy world where magic is not un-
known. 

It tells the story of the Bone broth-
ers: Fone Bone, sweet and common-

sensical; Phoney Bone, whose get-
rich-quick schemes and complete lack 
of scruple are always getting the broth-
ers in trouble; and Smiley Bone, per-
petually goofy and cheerful. 

Because of the simple, sometimes 
cartoonish quality of the art, and the 
fact that the Bone brothers are not 
human but smallish mammals remi-
niscent in appearance of L'il Aimer's 

Shmoo, some people might dismiss 
Bone as a children's book. This would 
be a mistake. 

There's a lot going on beneath the 
goofy surface of the art; and, besides, 
Bone is just a lot of fun to read. 

It is frequently cute, never "cutesy," 
and probably one of the funniest books 
on the market today. I highly recom-
mend it. 

Work in progress 

LONEY TUNES 

The double life of a 
librarian cartoon artist 

BY A L L I S O N R . D U B I N S K Y 

In the vast amorphous space behind Fondren library's circulation 
desk there resides a man known as Scott Gilbert 

But only during the daytime. 
Perhaps you know his name better from seeing it printed weekly in 

the Public News, right above the comic strip, "True Artist Tales." This is 
how he would rather have it, because Scott Gilbert was a cartoonist—a 
cartoon artist — long before he became a library clerk at Fondren. 

What is it that makes a cartoonist? Much of the same stuff that 
composes a fine artist, Gilbert believes. 

After earning a Bacheloor of Pine Arts in printmaking, he enrolled in 
the University of Houston's graduate program, obtaining a degree in 
painting in the mk -̂1980s. But upon graduation he encountered an art 
market that was not conducive to the successful exhibition of his works. 

"The gallery system is bad," he said, "in terms of painting. How many 
people see your work? Maybe 200. With a comic strip in a paper like the 
Public News, at least 100,000 see it" 

Although cartooning is less lucrative than displaying paintings in 
galleries — hence the day job at Fondren — Gilbert felt that he needed 
the exposure more than the money. 

Where was th is artist as a young man? Just like every American child, 
Gilbert grew up with Sunday comics and cartoons on television. His 
favorites were Russ Heath, superrealist creator of "Sergeant Rock," and 
AlexToth, the.man behind such well-known characters as "Scooby Doo", 
"Roy Rogers", "Hot Wheels" and "Space Ghost" One of the reasons he 
eventually turned to cartooning was this life-long familiarity with it 

However, his influences extend far beyond the realm of an American 
childhood, and into the world of literature, art, and film. He cites such 
figures as Goya, Picasso, Melville and Malcolm Lowery as important to 
his artistic development 

Just like any high art form, cartooning has its expatriots, those 
singular souls frustrated with America's all-encompassing commercial 
spirit Gilbert mentions Robert Crumb and Gilbert Shelton, both of 
whom emigrated to France, where cartooning is looked upon as an art 
French comics are published in hardcover form and treated as more than 
just diversionary entertainment. 

Gilbert speaks proudly of Art Spiegelman's work, the Maus I and II 
books, which appear on the reading lists of various history and literature 
courses here at Rice. Spiegelman, he says, is a true "scholar of comics," 
a man of whom no one says, "Oh, he's just a cartoonist" 

According to Gilbert, Spiegelman produces breakthrough works of a 
"literary value," akin to the brief cartoons found in The New Yorker. 
Spiegelman is currently the art director at that prestigious magazine, and 
he is bringing in fellow cartoonists to fill its pages. Gilbert hopes that this 
will increase the status of the comic strip in artistic circles. 

Of other comic strip artists, Gilbert speaks most highly of those found 
in alternative papers, particularly Lynda Barry and Stan Mack. 

Like any writer, Gilbert's art can become "a lonely effort." He spends 
sixto eight hours, sometimes up to 20, on each strip. Compounding his 
loneliness, he isone of only a few cartoonists in Houston. Seattle, he says, 
is the prime breeding ground for comic strip artists—and you thought 
all they had there was coffee and overplayed grunge bands. 

When not working at Fondren, he labors over two longer comic strips 
still in their formative stages. The first, a 10-page story he tentatively calls 
a "sell-out," is a "suspense/shoot-'em-up" piece with a "feminist twist at 
the end." He compares its writing to "being a director and doing a James 
Bond film." 

Comic strip artists have to eat too. To make up for this minor lapse of 
integrity, Gilbert is also working on a longer piece he plans to publish 
himself. 

Of course, the ideal situation is an artist like Spiegelman, who has 
managed to retain his integrity and succeed commercially at the same 
time. But as any artist knows, this is a rarely achieved dream 

Gilbert considers his situation akin to that of local, underground 
musicians: he possesses of a significant "lack of commercial sense" — 
and a great deal of talent 

Aftera hiatus of a semester or so, we are reinstating Works in Progress, a regular feature of student 
artwork and writing. We plan to gather works through the art, architecture, and English departments. 
We also welcome student submissions, especially writing. Send yourwork to Arts and Entertainment, 
Rice Thresher by Campus Mail, or drop by the Thesheroffice on the second floor of the Ley Student 
Center. 

The Seat of the Soul 

We cut into dead bodies for heat 
that dwindled away from us into the dark 
beneath the ribs, and then after sunset 
almost disappeared, I don't know 
to where. My breath froze 
into long white fingers on my scarf. I liked 
that none of us touched the one 
pinned under the bus, whose face we 
couldnt see; the others, we closed 
their eyes first—it wasnt an embrace, but it was 
still personal. We had to remember 
that the heat came from sugar in the cells, and that bread 
steams too when you open it 

— Philip Montoro 

Philip Montoro is a senior at Bro wn College in Susan Wood's poetry 
class. The studio of Jennifer McKay, a senior from Weiss College. McKay is taking an advanced painting 

class taught by Bas Poulos. 
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N o MEANS WHAT? 

Mr. Happy says kill everyone now, rock and hillbilly rap 
B Y J E R E M Y H A R T 

A N D A N D R E W 

W A L K E R 

BECK 

LOSER 

It's generally kind of silly to review 
singles, but this one deserves it (and 
besides, there're enough songs on 
here to be an EP). One of the few 
songs I've ever heard played on both 
our very own KTRU and Houston gi-
ant KRBE, "Loser" has also got to be 
one of the most original things to 

CD SAMPLER 

come about in awhile. 
Beck is a backwoods, one-man 

meld of any folk guitarist you could 
name and all three Beastie Boys, with 
access to more psychedelics than any 
one human being could possibly want 
The result: heavily trippy folk-rap. 

Grimy-sounding acoustic guitar 
kicks it oft Then pounding, slamming 
hip-hop beats come in, and over it all 
we hear this guy off in his own little 
universe, saying shit that most people's 
families would toss 'em in asylums for. 
Any rap song that starts with "In a 
tribe of chimpanzees / I was a mon-
key" and includes the line "Gettin' 
crazy with the Cheez Whiz!" deserves 
a permanent place in my musical li-
brary. 

The other four songs on the single 
are good, even if none can stand up to 
"Loser" in terms of mellow groove-
ness. 

"Corvette Bummer" and "Soul 
Sudan' Jerk" are less folk than rap, 
pretty firmly in the Beasties' area of 
music (that is, if the Beasties were 
ever high enough to proclaim they 
were "rockin' the town like a moldy 
crouton!"). 

"Corvette" is more of the same 
insane nonsense-rhymes as "Loser," 
but "Soul Sudan' Jerk" actually takes 
a stab at being coherent, managing a 
nasty tirade against asshole bosses 
everywhere. 

The middle track, "Alcohol," isn't 
rap at all, but sounds like something 
Mudhoney might've come up with 
after getting really drunk and messing 
around with acoustic guitars. 

Finally, the last song, "Fume," is a 
pretty little out-of-tune stony) about 
two guys doing too much nitrous in 
the closed cab of their truck. At the 
end, the song transmutes into punk-
style guitar pounding and screaming. 

Overall, these are all damn good 
songs; but "Loser" is the king of the 
mountain. The full album's not out 
yet, but the single is (and apparently 
sold out at least one record store 
around here) .Watch for the full-length, 
Mellow Gold, on March 1. 

- J . H . 

SILKWORM 

IN THE WEST 

These four guys from Seattle play 
some of the best—well, I can only call 
it "rock" — music this side of Led 
Zeppelin. And they don t sound adamn 
thing like Nirvana, so don't even think 
it. 

In The West is Silkworm's second 
full album, following its pretty much 
self-made debut L'ajre a while back. 
They came through Houston this fall, 
and actually provided me with the 
urge to go see bands I'd never heard 
before when they came through town. 

When Silkworm 
visited our wonderful 
metropolis, I decided 
"nah, I'll save my 
money and wait for 
Rush to come back 
through." By that 
time the next day, af-
ter I'd been able to 
listen to all of L'ajre, I 
swore I would never 
again make a mistake 

that stupid. 
L'ajre is simply a brilliant album— 

and, by some cruel twist of fate, it's 
already out of print 

I drove frantically to the store to 
getSilkworm's latest album as soon as 

I heard it was out The only problem 
is, it's not L'ajre. 

I was a bit disappointed at first but 
after a few listens, I'm coming to see 
that this stuff is just as good — only 
more subtle. 

Most of the songs on here tend to 
sound a bit alike, alternating between 
quiet, soft, tense parts and ripping, 
screaming guitars; but these guys pull 
it off well. 

On songs like "Garden City Blues," 
"Raised By Tigers" and "Enough is 
Enough," the vocals are amazingly 
expressive — pained and emotional. 

I have no clue what the lyrics mean, 
but some of 'em are great such as 
"Last chance to kiss General Pershing 
before Normandy" from "Dust My 
Broom". 

Guitarists Joel Phelps and Andy 
Cohen throw down huge layers of 
distortion, disjointed and sparse one 
second and melodic and majestic the 
next Bassist Tim Midgett anchors 
the whole thing with surprisingly 
melodic, jumping bass lines. 

Like I said, this is rock 'n' roll; I 
cant put any other label on it The 
noise Silkworm makes has to be heard, 
really, rather than read. It's a tough 
thing to describe. 

Taken by itself, In The West is a 
great piece ofwork. In overall mood, it 

Beddie Bye for the fishies 

Trout Fishing in America play this Saturday at Hamman Hall as part of 
the Writers in the Round folk conceit series.They're goofy, profound and 
grrreat! The 2 p.m. kids show should be fun for all ages; $5 children, 
$8 adults. The 8 p.m. concert will include performances from other 
members of Writers in the Round; admission is $10 for Rice students, 
$15 general. Don't miss this! 

Healthy Males Wanted as Semen Donors. 

<».• 
Fairfax Cryobank needs healthy young men as semen donors. 

• Excellent compensation • Help infertile couples 

• Confidentiality ensured • Ages 18 to 35 1 

• Call Fairfax Cryobank at 799-9937. • 

FAIRFAX CRYOBANK 
A division of 

THE GENETICS & LV.F. INSTITUTE 

seems a lot darker and more depressed 
than Silkworm's first album, and it's 
also a lot harder to get into. 

The melodies don't jump out at 
you like they used to, but they're still 
there. No, it's still not L'ajre, but it's 
just as good in a different way. 

I'm told Silkworm will be playing 
South By Southwest this coming 
March, up in Austin — along with 
some other cool bands, like Seam and 
New Kingdom — so you might want 
to make a pilgrimage. I've also heard 
arumorthat they really liked Houston 
the last time they came through, so 
hopefully they'll be visiting us again. 

- J . H. 
NOMEANSNO 

WHY DO THEY Cm ME MR. HAPPY? 

A seemingly bleak picture is con-
structed by the Vancouver trio 
NoMeansNo on its newest release 
entitled Why Do They Call Me Mr. 
Happy?There is triumph, however, in 
sarcasm. 

The members of NoMeansNo are 
deft players and composers, putting 
together a sound that is tight and 
forcefixl. Ideas are expounded in a 
booming, authoritative voice aug-
mented musically with snappy, intri-
cate variations and a driving rhythm 
NoMeansNo will be playing a free 
showon Mar. 6, right on Campus (see 
article, p. 11). 

The songs on this album are long, 
sometimes wandering and exhaust-
ing journeys, filled with descriptions 
of isolated individuals who search for 
substance, but are themselves de-
luded. 

Once a part of now fractured com-
munities, people look into one 
another's faces without interest or 
comprehension as they bob by in dif-
ferent rivers of division. 

In "Machine," these individuals 
turn to the "big machine" of organized 
religion so they can say "I'm OK, it's 
alright, I feel fine, it's OK, it's alright" 
It's not OK, however: "The voice is 
yours, but the words are [the big 
machine's]." 

The song "I Need You" hints at 

OPA! 

fulfillment in the intimacy of another, 
yet it remains unclear whether the 
kind of dependence depicted is really 
very positive. All conventional solu-
tions for these fragmented and de-
luded individuals turn out to be empty 
and hollow at the core. 

The only real and genuine fulfill-
ment comes in being "alive." This 
means having a disdain for the con-
trived, the untrue, the deceivers and 
the metaphorically "dead." 

Fulfillment also means concentra-
tion on the present not the future; 
because "it's hard enough just to sur-
vive" in the moment, "just to be alive." 
The search for fulfillment in the future 
should be abandoned, so as not to 
waste the here and now. "If all you see 
is what you want... Then cease your 
searching, low and high / Listen to my 
whispered lies / Ask for nothing." 

This is a nihilist sentiment. The 
condition of being nothing at all, a 
condition where everything is permit-
ted, becomes the only truth. A frame-
work of meaning collapses into noth-
ing, and new meaning is created. 

The song and slogan of this album, 
"Kill Everyone Now," is as trite as it 
sounds; but it has a context within the 
album. 

Emptied of moral grounding, de-
ception or honesty, this slogan is sim-
ply sarcastic. It is significant only to 
identify the character on the front, 
Mr. Happy, as the fleshy nihilist with 
a desire for oblivion. Hence the badge 
"Member" on his jacket 

In the final song on the album, 
"Cats, Sex and Nazis," it becomes clear 
that NoMeansNo is not about truth 
and honesty, nor is itaboutdeception. 
Rob Wright's voice questions: "Are 
you a believer?—well I'm a deceiver/ 
But I lied when I said that all honesty 
was dead/1 really believe all the things 
I say to you/ It's just that none of them 
are true." 

The members of NoMeansNo are 
championsofthenihilist'sdream;they 
want to become nothing. "But I defy 
you to see through me/ Nothing is all 
that you will see." No means no. 

— AW. 

West Gray's Omonia 
offers fine taste of Greece 

B Y J U L I E N Y M A N N 

OMONIA (BIBAS) 

6 0 7 WEST GRAY 

5 2 3 - 0 4 2 5 

Although Greek restaurants are 
fairly common in Houston, there are 
very few of the sit-down, non-fast food 
variety. One of my friends is agreat fan 

of Omonia and suggested 
that it might be a tasty alter-
native to the run-of-the-mill 
pita stand. 

Located in the north end 
of Montrose ju st past Texas 
Art Supply, Omonia has a 
small following of Rice stu-
dents. As we were sitting 
down, the owner/waiter de-
clared that we must be Rice 
students, because we looked 

like all the others he has served! 
We receved a big basket of warm 

pitas to eat as we decided what to 
order, and our waiter neither hovered 
or ignored us while we perused the 
extensive menu. 

Each category on the menu has a 
nice selection of choices. There are 15 
appetizers, including octopus, calamari 
and some interesting salads. The feta 
cheese dishes are simple, but quite 
good. We did not try the soup or the 
classic Greek salad, but I've heard no 
complaints from my friends who have 
dined at Omonia. 

They have a section of pasta, sand-

wiches and omelets, from which I 
would order for lunch or a light din-
ner. The feta and spinach omelet was 
good as was the classic gyro. Though 
Omonia does offer such normal items 
as tuna sandwiches and spaghetti, the 
Greek dishes are better. 

They have a wide selection of en-
trees, and the Greek dishes are good, 
across the board. One person I know 
really likes the Kaftedakia, herb-spiced 
meatballs. The spanokopita and 
tiropita, both made with fillo pastry 
and spinach or cheese, also receive 
compliments. 

For dessert, baklava gets top bill-
ing, but they also have a couple of 
custard desserts. 

One nice thing about Omonia is 
that they let you choose whether you 
want a small or a large portion of a 
dish. Many of the. entrees can be or-
dered as appetizers if you do not want 
to eat so much. 

The restaurant was not very busy 
when we ate there, so the service Was 
excellent As we could tell from his 
greeting, the owner likes students, 
and he treated us very well. They like 
large groups, and will move things 
around quite gradously. 

Here's a suggestion: eat a late din-
ner at Omonia and then head across 
the street to Epstien's for "Nickel-
Beer Night" some night when you 
don't have work for the next day. I 
know it will be an enjoyable, slack-
filled evening. 
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Women's basketball climbs SWC standings with road win 
by John Fredland 

Earlier this year, the Rice women's 
basketball team seemed ready to as-
cend into the upper echelon of the 
Southwest Conference. 

After a promising start, the Owls 
lost sixgames in arow, spiraling down 
in the standings to seventh place in 
the conference. 

Rice broke out of its tail spin Feb. 
16 by trouncing Texas Christian Uni-
versity to complete the season sweep. 

Wednesday night, Rice hosted the 
Baylor University Lady Bears, look-
ing for its second consecutive SWC 
victory. 

The team was looking to avenge a 
four-point defeat in Waco 82-78 on 
Feb. 26. 

Like so many times this season, 
the Owls followed a strong first-half 
performance with sluggish second-
half play. This time, they were able to 
regain their composure and snatch a 
victory from the jaws of defeat. 

After a 25-8 Lady Bear run had 
erased Rice's 15-point lead and given 
Baylor a 56-54 lead with 7:43 to play, 
the Owls stepped back into high gear. 

Guard Kin LaLonde broke the 
Baylor press with a pass to forward 
Stephanie Mundschau, who scored 
the tying basket 

On the next posession, guard 
Rachel Hartline found center Brenda 
Conaway alone under the basket 
Conaway*s lay-up gave the Owls a 58-
56 lead. 

After the Lady Bears tied the game 
on two free throws by forward Page 
Dubois, the Owls came back with a 
flurry to seize control of the game. 

Conaway sank another lay-up, 
which led to a 13-1 Wee run over the 
final 3:47 that put an end to a hard-

fought victory over Baylor. 
"They got tired, we pushed it at 

them and they couldn't keep up," 
Guinn said. She led the Owls with 14 
points. 

"When they made their run, we 
could have laid down, but we didn't," 
Head Coach Christy McKinney said. 
"Our kids really responded well." 

The late-game surge came as a 
result of a more aggressive offensive 
approach, according McKinney. 

"I think we got tentative at one 
time in the second half when they 
were making their run," McKinney 
said. "We didnt attack the press like 
we needed to." 

"When we moved the ball quickly 
on the perimeter, we were able to get 
inside and when we attacked the press 
in the last five minutes we got some 
easy ones," she said. "We called 
timeout and I told them that we have 
to attack it" 

A main reason for the Rice success 
was their inside strength, both on the 
offensive and defensive ends. 

Conaway and post Nicki Manzo 
notched double-doubles, as Conaway 
scored 12 points and added 10 re-
bounds while Manzo tallied 10 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

Forward Tammy McCallum pulled 
down 11 rebounds, including six of-
fensive boards as the Owls enjoyed a 
56-39 advantage in rebounds. 

"Our size just overcame Baylor," 
Manzo said. "On the whole, we did a 
good job of postingup and getting the 
ball in the hole, for once." 

"We've been working on rebound-
ing a lot in practice. It's one of our 
keys. We are one of the tallest teams 
in the Southwest Conference; In prac-
tice this week, we focused on block-
ing out and rebounding and and get-
ting down and getting mean and push-

ing people around." 
Rice also managed to shut down 

Lady Bear forward Mary Lowry, who 
had set a conference record with 54 
points last week against the Univer-
sity of Texas. 

Lowry*s 17 points were six below 
her average, and she managed to hit 
only five of 21 shots. 

"We were double-teaming on her, 
and we did a great job of keeping on 
her,"Guinn said. "Kim [LaLonde] had 
her man-to-man, but she did a good 
job and everybody else helped Kim 
when she drove in." 

The Owls came out with hustle 
and aggressiveness in the first half, as 
they blocked four shots, made seven 
steals and limited the Lady Bears to 
25.7-percent shooting. 

Leading 17-16 at the 8:50 mark, 
they used a 14-1 run over the next five 
minutes to take a 31-17 lead. 

They kept a healthy lead until 
Baylor made its second-half charge. 

"We always come out of the locker 
room looking for a strong first five 
minutes, but in the period from 15 
minutes to seven minutes we 
struggle," Manzo said. "I don't know if 
we let the referees get to us, or the 
other team, but we're going to have to 
figure it out because we can't do this 
againstTexasTech and expect to pull 
out the victory." 

This victory was crucial for the 
Owls as it gave them a 4-7 conference 
record, good enough for a half-game 
advantage over the 4-8 Lady Bears. 

"It was agood game for us because 
we have four wins in the conference, 
as they do, and it's good for us to know 
we can do the same thing," Guinn 
said. 

The Owls travel to Lubbock to-
morrow for a 3 p.m. game with Texas 
Tech University. Rice post Nicki Manzo goes up for a bucket against Baylor on Wednesday night. 
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Rice baseball team wins seventh straight 
by John Fredland 

The Rice baseball team has found 
a pattern emerging in all of its games 
in the early season. 

Strong pitching, timely hitting, key 
stolen bases and poor fielding by the 
opposition have been the catalysts that 
have sparked the Owls to a fast start 

The Owls, currently ranked 26th 

Men's basketball team splits pair on road 
by Jason Katz 

After disposing of two of the 
conference's lowliest teams, South-

-era Methodist University and Texas 
Christian University, the Rice men's 
basketball team hit the road with the 
hopes of showing similar prowess 
against two of the hottest teams in the 
conference, Texas A&M University 
and Baylor University. 

The Aggies, however, showed little 
respect for the visiting Owls and eas-
ily took their ninth SWC victory. 

Although the Baylor contest 
proved no easier, an inspired Rice 
performance sparked a dramatic late-
game comeback as the Owls were 
able to manage a split in the two road 
contests. 

Early Wednesday night thingsdid 
not look good for Rice, as the Owls 
trailed the host Bears by 10 at the half, 
5343. 

The second half started the same 
way the first half ended as the Baylor 
squad was able to build a seemingly 
insurmountable 20-point cushion. 

However, due in large part to a 
season-high 26-point effort from Rice 
guard Adam Peakes and a 21-point 
display by forward Torrey Andrews, 
the Owls were able to chip away at the 
Bear lead and pulled off the dramatic 
come-frombehind victory, 93-91. 

Rice came back thanks in part to 
some outstanding three-point shoot-
ing, as the team hit 10 of 17. 

The Owls also received some out-
standing play off the bench as guard 

Tommy McGhee hit sixofeightshots 
to score 17 points in only 22 minutes of 
play. Forwardjesse Cravens produced 
11 points, shooting three of four from 
the field, including both three-point 
attempts. 

Point guard Kevin Rabbitt played 
an inspired game with eight assists, 
five rebounds and no turnovers in 37 
minutes. 

With the victory, Rice increased 
their record to 6-5 in the conference, 
14-10 overall 

Baylor was led by freshman Doug 
Brandt who scored 26 points on nine-
of-13 shooting and guard Willie Sublet 
who canned all 12 of his free throws on 
his way to 24 points. 

On Feb. 19, Rice travelled to Col-
lege Station to lock horns with the 
conference's second-best team. 

Though the Owls battled tena-
ciously throughout the entire contest, 
the tougher Aggies were able to outlast 
their visitors and stormed to a deci-
sive 7S61 victory. 

Rice started the game well, leading 
12-10 with just over 12 minutes re-
maining in the first half after a jumper 
by Andrews, who led all scorers with 
24 points. 

However, Texas A&M went on a 
90 run and never trailed for the re-
mainder of the game. Rice was able to 
pull to^thin two points with three 
minutes remaining until halftime, but 
the Aggies scored the last eight points 
to take a 42-32 lead into the locker 
room. 

In the second half, the Owls could 
do little in preventing the host Aggies 

from picking apart their defense and 
cruising to their 16th win. 

Rice Head Coach Willis Wilson 
seemed concerned about the Owls' 
inability to play consistently through-
out the contest 

"I think the difference is maturity," 
Wilson said. "I'm disappointed with 
our concentration and maturity. We 
created some opportunities, and they 
gave us some. But we couldn't come 
through." 

With the loss at Texas A&M, the 
Owls dropped their fifth game in the 
last seven contests. Wilson attributed 
some of Rice's problems simply to the 
mistakes of youth. 

"We are playing with a lot of kids 
on our team, not young men yet, but 
kids in terms of their playing time and 
youth," he said. "You have to allow 
them to make mistakes, and we are 
making some right now. But we've 
got some guys who are getting bet-
ter." 

If their inspired victory over Baylor 
is any indication, it seems the kinks in 
the system caused by youth may be 
beginning to work themselves out 
The timing couldn't have been any 
better. 

The Owls have only three more 
conference games before the SWC 
tournament beginning with Texas 
Tech University on Feb. 26, and they 
know that with victories comes mo-
mentum. 

It is momentum that these youth-
ful Owls need if they have any hope of 
making a strong showing in tourna-
ment play. 

in the nation, continued to fit this pat-
tern perfectly Wednesday, running 
theirwinning streak to seven by sweep-
ing Prarie View A&M University in a 
doubleheader 6-0and 214 at Cameron 
Field. 

In the first game, Rice, now 8-1, 
jumped in front with a three-run sec-
ond inning. 

After a walk and two hits loaded 
the bases with nobody out, Brooks 
Donner forced in the first run with a 
bases-loaded walk. 

One out later, Jeff Venghaus 
dropped a single into center, scoring 
Will Fletcher and Matt Williamson for 
a 3-0 lead. 

That was all the support starter 
Brooks McClain needed in his first 
outing of the season. McClain pitched 
the first four innings, striking out seven 
while allowing four hits and one walk. 

Trailing 2-0 in the night-cap, the 
Owls responded with a seven-run up-
rising in the>bottom of the second. 

With one out and the bases loaded, 
Paul Doyle then dribbled an opposite-
field hit and the score was tied. 

A walk to Tim McLaughlin re-
loaded the bases, and Venghaus 
blooped a single to left, giving the 
Owls a 4-2 lead. 

Jose Cruz, Jr. tapped a slow roller 
to Panther shortstop Marcus Wesley. 
When Wesley tried to catch 
McLaughlin making a wide turn at 
third, third baseman Desmond 
Robinson dropped the throw, allow-
ing McLaughlin to score. 

With Venghaus on third, Cruz at-
tempted to steal second. When the 
throw bounced into centerfield, 
Venghaus crossed'the plate easily, 
and Cruz came all the way around to 
score, increasing the margin to 7-2. 

Mark Quinn crushed his second 
home run in the fourth, a three-run 
shot that ran the score to 12-2. 

Williamson put the finishing 
touches on the offensive barrage, hit-
ting his first career grand slam in the 
fifth for a 19-2 advantage. 

Freshman southpaw Scott Rennie 
overcame first inning troubles to gain 
the victory. 

He struck out five, gave up five h its 

and walked one in four innings. 
The Owls ran their streak to five 

wins in a row with a 7-3 triumph over 
Stephen F. Austin University at 
Cameron Field Feb. 22. 

Taking advantage of 11 walks, Rice 
built a 7-0 lead after four innings and 
coasted against the Lumberjacks. 

Donald Aslasken drove in three 
runs for the Owls. Cruz added two 
runs scored, two runs batted in and 
two steals. 

Chad Feris picked up his second 
win of the season as he pitched five 
scoreless innings, striking out five, 
walking one and allowing two hits. 

Allen Brown, the fourth Owl relief 
pitcher, notched his second save. 

On Feb. 19, the Owls used timely 
hitting to notch their fourth straight 
victory, 7-1 over Concordia Lutheran 
at Cameron Field. 

Quinn provided the early offense 
for the Owls. With two down in the 
second inning, he followed a walk to 
Paul Doyle by driving a 3-1 fastball 
from loser Mike Grady into the wind 
and over the left field fence for a 2-0 
lead. 

The wind didn't keep it up. 1 didn't 
know it would carry that far," Quinn 
said. "I hit it pretty good." 

Quinn's homer started a deluge of 
two-out lightning for Rice. The first six 
Owl runs were scored with two outs. 

Quinn had been benched by Gra-
ham in the previous week for not hit-
ting to the opposite field, but he fol-
lowed RBI singles by Aslaksen and 
Williamson in the third inning by driv-
ing in Williamson with a line-drive 
single to right, giving the Owls a 5-1 
margin. 

That's what I had been working 
on in practice, hitting the ball to right 
field," Quinn said. "Coach kind of told 
me I wouldn't be playing if I couldn't 
hit the ball to right field, so I did it." 

Rice righthander Mike Wilson (2-
0)was the beneficiary of the offense. 

This weekend, the team travels to 
Las Vegas to compete in the 15th 
Annual University of Nevada at Las 
Vegas/Coors Desert Classic against 
Clemson University, Fresno State 
University and UNLV. 
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Tennis team aces NSU, Ms to UT 
by Peter Stokes 

It was a weekend of feast and fam-
ine for the women's tennis team, as 
the Owls gobbled up Nicholls State 
University 8-1 before a 94) loss to the 
top-ranked University ofTexas Long-
horns. 

Rice served up an impressive vic-
tory over Nicholls State in the friendly 
confines of Jake HessTennis Stadium 
on Feb. 18. Junior Antonette Veloso 
paced the team with a 6-4,6-1 victoiy 
over NSU's Krisna Summa at first 
singles. 

Although Paula Myslivecek came 
up short against Ying Wu at second 
singles (2-6, 6-3, 3-6), Jackie Brown 
held down the third spot with a 6-2, 
6-2 win over Krisztina Vasadi. 

Jessica Gagnon netted a 6-2, 6-1 
triumph over Sheri Standage at fourth 
singles, while BlairStrassner punished 
Jennifer Cavett at fifth 64), 61. 

Olga Limon closed out the singles 
competition with a 6-0,6-2 drubbing of 

NSU's Carine Jeannin. 
"It all came together for us," said 

Brown. 
The doubles competition featured 

the team of Brown and Myslivecek, 
who overwhelmed Vasadi and Wu, 
6-2,6-2, at the top position. 

Strassner and Veloso went the dis-
tance for a hard-earned 4-6, 6-1, 61 
triumph over their second doubles 
rivals, Cavett and Summa 

Gagnon and Limon completed the 
Rice victory by demolishing Jeannin 
and Standage at third doubles, 61, 
6-0. 

"We had a really good day," sad 
Limon. "Our attitude on the court was 
great" 

Head Coach Paul Blankenshipcon-
curred. 

"I was very encouraged. This was 
essentially the same team that we 
played last year," he said. "Antonette 
Veloso and our top doubles teams 
won decisively this time around .which 
did not happen last year." 

On Sunday Rice travelled to Austin 

and found out why Texas sits atop the 
national rankings. In the first South-
west Conference match for both 
schools, the Longhorns took the Owls 
to school with a 90 pounding. 

Despite the lopsided score, how-
ever, the Owls turned in some encour-
aging performances. Myslivecek fell 
by only a 64, 6-4 count at second 
singles, while Blair Strassner battled 
hard before succombing to the Long-
horns'Jennifer Nasser at sixth, 6-3,7-
5. 

"This [Texas] is the best college 
team I Ve ever seen," said Blankenship 
of the defending national champions. 
"Their top singles player is rated num-
ber one in the country. This time, 
though, their fourth through sixth 
positions were even stronger than 
before. It's particularly noticeable in 
the way they carry themselves and 
the way they play — they're a much 
more confident team." 

The Owls hope to rebound from 
this defeat when theyfaceTexasTech 
University in Lubbock on March 1. 

Intramural Announcements 
The Evian 2-on-2 Coed Sand Volleyball tourney will begin after Spring Break. Please come to the gym 
to pick up your schedule or call 285-5398. 

The Rice women's Schick 3-on-3 basketball team captured the regional tournament in San Antonio 
this past Saturday. The team includes Kara Kane, Kim Neuscheler, Trista Olsen and Laura Boms. 
They will now compete in the divisional tournament at the Houston Summit on Saturday March 26th 
against six other regions. After the divisional tournament there will be a national tournament to be 
announced at a later date. The Rice men's team lost in the semi-finals to Trinity University. 

Intramural Entry Deadlines for Thursday, Feb. 24 include: 
• Men's College Volleyball 
• Women's College Softball 
• Women's College Basketball 

See your College Sports Reps to enter as these are College Events. 

March entry deadlines include: 
• Thursday, March 10 

Coed College Floor Hockey, 
• Monday, March 21 

Track and Field Meet (to be held on Fri, March 25th) 
• Thursday, March 24 

Men's College Softball 

Check the Thresher and your college for announcements and flyers. 

Rice swim team shooting 
for third in SWC meet 
by Grant Flowers 

The Rice women's swim team heads to Austin this weekend to 
compete in the Southwest Conference championships. 

The Owls hope for a third-place finish behind nationally-ranked 
squads from the Un iversity ofTexas and Southern Methodist University. 
The Owls will have a tough chore at hand to beat out Texas A&M 
University to finish third. 

The SWC meet combines both swimming and diving points and, 
since Rice has no diving team, the Owls will have to swim their best meet 
of the year. 

"I think the women can come in long-shot third, and fourth is 
realistic," said Head Coach Kris Wingenroth. "Well have to overcome 
other teams' diving points to get third." 

Historically, Rice has not done well at the SWC championships; the 
Owls' fourth-place finish two years ago, with a school-record 413 points, 
was the best-ever performance by a Rice team 

In order to get ready for the championships, the team has been doing 
"tapering" training. In addition to these training changes, the swimmers 
also do a little extra preparation. 

"You do less yardage, you rest, and then you shave," said Wingenroth. 
"Shaving reduces the drag in the water and you go faster." 

The Rice team has some individual swimmers that have good chances 
of winning Southwest Conference honors. 

Freshmen Cori Miller and Ginny Farmer have been outstanding all 
season. They are currently ranked first and second, respectively, in the 
SWC in the 400 individual medley. 

Miller will also swim the 500- and the 1,650-yard freestyle. Farmer will 
also enter the 200 medley, where she owns the Rice record with a time 
of 2:06.47, and perhaps the 1,650 free. 

In addition to Miller and Farmer, Rice also might have top-three 
finishers in Amy Ferranti in the 100-yard butterfly and Anjali Upadhyaya 
in the 100-yard backstroke. 

Although she is justa freshman, Farmer is notvery nervous about her 
first big college meet She is aware, though, that she and Miller will be 
competing for the title in the 400 medley. 

"In high school I used to swim against college swimmers so I'm used 
to swimming against older swimmers," sad Farmer. "I'm actually most 
nervous about swimming with Cori. I've never had to swim against a 
teammate before." 

The men's team, meanwhile, has to wait until next Thursday to 
compete in their SWC championships, which will also be held in Austin. 

The men's team mainly consists of non-scholarship swimmers who 
must compete against fully-funded programs from the likes ofTexas and 
SMU. Even at such a disadvantage, the Owls have had a successful 
season. 

"We've turned some heads," said sophomore Karl Haushalter, "and 
we've had some very good meets. We almost upset the University of 
Miami We came within the last relay event of beating them. The fact that 
we got so close to a team that good is really encouraging." 

Individually, the men feature senior Steve Thompson, who is ranked 
12th in the Southwest Conference in the breast and backstroke, and 
junior Ryan Gravelle, who is ranked in some freestyle events. 

Haushalter, whose best event is the 1,650 freestyle, is optimistic about 
the Southwest Conference meet ' 

He said, "I think we're going to do very well. We have a lot of fast 
freshmen, and eveiyone's been improving across the board. Last year 
we broke the Rice record for points at a Southwest Conference meet, and 
we should do it again this year." 

Track teams finish disappointing third at SWC Indoors 
Injury, false starts 
hamper men ys chances 

by Ken Stanley 

The Rice men's track and field team 
gave strong individual performances 
last weekend in Fort Worth but fin-
ished in third place in the SWC Indoor 
Championships. 

The University of Texas won the 
meet by four points over Baylor Uni-
versity, 100-96, while the Owls scored 
77 points to capture third. 

The team was led by sophomore 
Chris Jones, the meet's individual high-
point scorer, and junior Kareem 
Streete-Thompson, who repeated as 
long-jump champion. 

The team had to overcome several 
setbacks. Junior sprinter Bryan 
Bronson qualified for the 55-meter 
final, but hurt his hamstring at the end 
of his heat He was subsequently un-
able to run in the finals. 

Streete-Thompson false-started in 
his semifinal heat of the 55-meter dash 
and was disqualified. Both were fa-
vored to place highly in the event 

Freshman Brian Klein, who had 
the fastest qualifying time in the 800 
meters, was tripped by one of the 
Ijonghorn runners and finished out of 
contention for a medaL He came back 
to run a leg on the 4x400-meter relay 
team 

, Joneswasnarrowlydefeatedinthe 

200 Cameron Taylor of Southern 
Methodist University and in the 400 
by defendng champ Deon Minor of 
Baylor. He also anchored the 4x400 
relay team which finished third. 

Freshman Jason Lunn won the mile 
with a time of4:07.97after what Coach 
Steve Straub described as "a four- or 
five-week course in indoor running." 

Junior Bryce Cramer placed sec-
ond in the 800 with a time of 1:51.40 
and anchored the distance medley's 
second-place effort Quentin Milner 
finished sixth in the 400-meter dash. 

The men's field events specialists 
performed well too. Streete-Thomp-
son had the second-best long jump in 
the world this year. His leap of26-7 3/ 
4 was over two feet better than the 
second-place finisher and qualified 
him for the NCAA Championships. 

Junior Ivory Angello won the triple 
jump with a leap of 53-9 3/4. 

"I could Ve gone 55 [feet] but I took 
off behind the board," said Angello. 

Junior Jeff Pope cleared 6-9 in the 
high jump to place fifth. Freshman 
Kooili Odimgbe placed fourth in the 
shot put with a toss of 52-10, edging 
out senior Jimmy Golden. 

"Coach Straub was happy with the 
meet" sad Angello. "We have a real 
young team that isn't used to running 
on boards. It hurt our chance to win 
when Bryan got hurt and Kareem was 
disqualified." 

With such a young, talented team, 
the Owls are expected to do very well 
during the upcoming outdoor season. 

Women edged by Baylor 
by one for second place 

by Ken Stanley 

Despite sending a record number 
of athletes, the Rice women's track 
team settled for third place in the 
Southwest Conference Indoor Cham 
pionships last weekend in Fort Worth. 

The University ofTexas captured 
the crown with 107 points, with Baylor 
University edging out the Owls by one 
point, 91-90. 

The Lady Longhorns celebrated 
their victory by ripping down the Rice 
signs and taunting the team, which 
had hoped to pull off the upset 

The Owls responded by congratu-
lating the winners. Junior Candace 
Lessmeister led Rice by successfully 
defending her titles in the mile and 
800-meter run. 

The Owls, who consistently field 
one of the smaller teams in the confer-
ence, fielded one of the youngest this 
year, with many freshman counted on 
to give good performances. 

Some of the runners had difficulty 
with the curves of the banked wooden 
track and could not attack the other 
competitors as aggressively as they 
would have if the meet had been run 
on an outdoor track. 

Lessmeister successfully defended 
her victory last year in the mile, post-
ing a time of4:45.65. Only 50 minutes 

later, she lined up for the 800-meter 
find against a pack of fresh competi-
tors. 

She edged out Jill Chertudi of 
Baylor by .04 seconds with a time of 
2:07.38, setting a new meet record. 

Senior Chepelle Scurlock placed 
sixth in the event, an impressive feat 
considering that she fell during the 
race. 

"She (Scurlock) was pushed by 
the UT girl and lost her balance," said 
senior Pam Brooks. 

Scurlock was expected to earn a 
medal before the incident 

The sprinters also did their job by 
garnering points in their events. 

Freshman Tanisha Mills placed 
third in the 55-meter sprint and the 
400-meter dash with times of 7.05 and 
54.85, respectively. 

Sophomore Vonda N ewhouse was 
fourth in the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 24.77. 

The team earned points for a sixth-
place finishes from Nicole Wright in 

. the 55 meters, as she finished in 7.11 
seconds, and from the 400-meter run 
as Andrea Blackwood finished in a 
time of 55.41. 

The4x400relay team finished third 
with a time of 3:40.05, only .04 sec 
behind second-place Texas. 

The distance runners turned in 
some remarkable performances as 
well 

Nicole Aleskowitch was narrowly 
beaten in the3000-meter run despite a 
ferocious comeback. Her time of 

9:49.02 was a personal best 
Dana Mayberry and Emily Massad 

finished fifth and sixth respectively to 
earn points for the team. 

Mayberry also placed fifth in the 
mile with atimeof4:54.15. Sophomore 
Stacy Swank was fourth in the mile 
(4:53.87) and the 5000 meters 
(17:20.02). 

Sophomore Katie Eklof finished 
third in the 5000, posting a 17:01.94 
mark. Junior Lynn Sherry finished 
sixth in the 5000 and along with Holly 
Welch, Blackettand Massad finished 
second in the distance-medley relay 
with a time 11:58.94. 

The field events participants con-
tributed to the scoring as well. De- • 
fending NCAA javelin champ Valerie 
Tulloch placed fifth in the shot-put 
with a throw of 48-3 1/2. 

"They won't let u s throw the javelin 
indoors," she said. 

Tricia Harris placed sixth in the 
shot-put. Freshman Rosita Hogan 
earned a third-place medal in the triple 
jump with a leap of 38-6. 

Before the meet, Head Coach Vic-
tor Lopez said that in order to win, the 
Owls would have to overcome the 
Lady Longhorns' points in the jump-
ing events. The jumps, however, were 
notcrucial in deciding the SWCcham-
pionship. 

Although Rice not did claim the 
conference championship, the young 
Owls gained some valuable experi-
ence running against their talented 
SWC foes. 
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Who is ihe victim? 
by Stuart Krohn 

of hearing opinions on the "knee-bashing-gate" scandal involving Tonya 
Harding and Nancy Kerrigan, but it's my column, so sit down and shut 
up! 

First of all, why does every angle controversy get some cute "-gate" 
label from the media these days? Does anyone remember or care about 
Watergate anymore? 

where the "-gate" comes from in the Oilers' "Baby-gate" controversy or 
"Iran-gate," one of our most prestigious president's greatest hits. 

Secondly, why do the various 
media, myself included, tend to 
place Harding's name ahead of 
Kerrigan's? I know it's rather un-
important, butNancy was attacked 
and, if Harding is not involved, then 
I don't want to hear about her. 

She shouldn't be the issue. The 
real story in this situation is about 

an athlete overcoming the unbelievable jSsychological difficulties in a 
sport that already carries monumental pressure. 

HIT& 
mc/N 

even getting a shot at the Olympics. Even then, one gets judged on one 
performance, regardless of all those months of practice. If one has abad 
day, too bad. Sorry, Dan Jansen. 

Kerrigan has been considered an underachiever in the past but, in the 
last year, she has reached inside to find a dedication and work ethic that 
havemadeheroneoftheoddsKJnfavoritestowinthegoldatlillehammer. 

The pressure never got to her while she progressed smoothly 
through the pre-Olympic meets. 

Then, after practicing for the United States Figure Skating Champi-
onships, some strange man ran upto her and repeatedly bashed her right 
knee, ignored her screams and left as quickly as he came. 

Are you prepared to deal with the trauma of an attack like this? I doubt 
it IH bet she wont be able to walk without fear through a crowd of 
strangers for quite some time, perhaps for the rest of her life. 

Sure, the attacker has been caught and identified, assuring her that 
it was not a random act of violence but a calculated attack to remove her 
from the competition. 

But does that make her feel any better or any more secure? Will she 
ever be able to trust her rivals, her fans or the public in the same way as 
before? 

And where have the headlines been about Kerrigan's recovery? The 
days following the assault were filled with interviews with Kerrigan and 
her doctors, but that soon changed. 

Once the assailant was discovered, she was forgotten. Are both her 
legs stillattached?As tongas they are,justrubsomedirtonthemandput 
her back on the ice. The media has a scoop and a new "-gate" to label! 

What has Kerrigan earned for overcoming both the physical and 
psychological effects of a personal attack that could have been .career-
ending or life-threatening? 

Well, she got a letter from Dallas quarterback Troy Aikman. But 
unless I have missed alargepartoftherecentOlympic coverage, Nancy's 
story isnt being told that much. Now Tonya's story, that's a hot item! 

While I was in Kroger last week, I saw her face on the cover of one of 
our nation's! weekly "news" magazines. 

Soon after the attack on Kerrigan was linked to Harding, her fan club 
tripled in size! 

This is a club of which I do not want to become a member. 
But ha* rising popularity makes sense. The sickos that leapt on her 

bandwagon did so because she was a victim. 
Oh, didn't you know? Harding has been victimized by the United 

States Olympic Committee, the legal system, the FBI and let's not forget 
her difficult childhood and rough marriage. 

Gee, I almost forgot that the only reason we have been told about 
Harding's childhood was because it might tell us why she could have 
been involved in aplotto brutali^her chief rival out of skating ruthlessly. 

might have been involved in oneofthe most despicable acts of the 1990s. 
So, Tonya and her lawyers threatened the USOC with a $20miHion 
lawsuit and months of legal headaches, ensuring that she wouldn't lose 
her place on the Olympic team. 

She has rights in the legal system, that nasty beast that burdens 
modern America, and dog-gone it, she can use it! 

Butwhen did "innocent until proven guilty" become a personal virtue 
worthy of vertical marketing? Somehow, Harding is being praised and 
adored for sharing a virtue Charles Manson held before his trial 

Legal confusion aside, let's not forget that Harding is linked to the 
only illegal act in this whole scenario. Of course, that troubling fact does 
not prevent the nation from making a victim of the girl that might be 
involved in the physical beating of her rival 
- Tonya Harding tent special because she has rights under the law, nor 

because she had a difficult childhood. She wasnt the one who got 
whacked in the knee. 

The only victim here is Nancy Kerrigan. Her story, though not juicy 
enough for A Current Affair, is one of nobility, character, courage and the 
true spirit of these Olympic Games. 

with c o u p o n / The Best THAI FOOD in Town 

Lunch Buffet 
$3.99 

M-F >1:30-2 pm 
9150 S. Main (at Murworth) • 660-9955 

2 blocks from 
Astrodome 

2 miles from 
Rice 
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change in your pocket when the game 
is over, it's pretty hard to justify the 
game." 

The only obstacle to the merger 
was the announcement that Harris 
County legislators have threatened to 
cut the budgets of the three state 
schools involved. The lawmakers 
pledged to do anything to prevent the 
defection, even if it involved cutting 
funding for the state schools. 

"I'm for UH getting its due," Rep. 
Debra Danburg told the Houston 
Chronicle. "If that means taking it out 
of the hides of the University ofTexas 
and Texas A&M, I'll be glad to do it" 

Officials at the Southwest Confer-
ence office could not take a stance 
because no official announcement had 
been made yet 

"I guess there's been enough talk 
that I think it's a very real possibility," 
said SWC President Joseph Helmick. 
"But there are so many questions that 
one can conjecture about until this 
settles down." 

The future of the conference is 
dependent on several factors, he noted. 

"It's based on if the four institutes 
decide to leave, if the four schools left 
over are interested in staying together, 
if we want to pursue other alliances 
and if we want to have a new set of 
relationships," he said. 

There has been much speculation 
about what will happen to the four 
remaining schools of the SWC. 

From carrying on as independents 
to falling to a lower classification such 
as I-AA or Division III to joining an-
other conference, the rumor mill has 
been going strong. 

Rice Athletic Director Bobby May 
could not be reached by the Rice 
Thresher. 

One such plan is the addition of the 
four remaining SWC schools along 
with Memphis State University and 
Louisville University to the Western 

Athletic Conference to form a 16-team 
league, which would also have two 
divisions. 

"Yes, there's some definite inter-
est," said University of New Mexico 
Athletic Director Rudy Davalos, 
former athletic director at UH, con-
firming the WAC's goal of expansion. 
T h e WAC athletic directors met one 
time and, via conference call, dis-
cussed the idea of possibly expanding 
the 10-team conference; thefour SWC 
schools were brought up." 

One thing that the Wee has in its 
favor is that it is located in the fourth-
largest city in the United States. 

The WAC is also a very attractive 
conference as they boast traditional 
powers Brigham Young University 
and San Diego State University. 

"I think Rice's football and basket-
ball programs have improved consid-
erably in the last three years," Davalos 
said. "The teams have been very com-
petitive and I think they can perform 
well." 

Davalos cautioned that there has 
only been talk and that no decision is 
expected for some time. 

"The problem with Rice and UH is 
obviously the attendance," he said. "I 
dont foresee any quick movement" 

In a statement released by Rice, 
the Athletic Department reaffirmed 
its commitment to competing at the 
highest level. 

"Athletics has been, and will con-
tinue to be, a vital part of the Rice 
experience," the statement says. "We 
intend to explore all avenues for Rice's 
continuing participation in 
intercollegiate athletics at the Divi-
sion I-A level. 

Some Rice faculty, however, have 
approved of the break-up of the SWC. 

"1 welcome it," said history Profes-
sor Thomas Haskell. "I think that the 
SWC was never appropriate for Rice. 
It's the most scandalized and penal-
ized conference in college athletics." 

Southwest Conference officials 
have not yet begun any negotiations 
with the WAC. 

"We have not had any serious talks 
with the Western Athletic Confer-
ence," Helmick said. "That is one thing 
that we will explore, though." 

Another relationship at risk in this 
proposed merger is the 52-year-old 
association between the Southwest 
Conference and the Cotton Bowl. This 
is the oldest continuous contractual 
agreement between a conference and 
a major bowl game. 

However, Cotton Bowl officials 
were not too concerned about the pro-
posal. 

"It doesn't affect us a great deal," 
said Mobil Cotton Bowl manager Rick 
Baker. "Even if they decide to split it 
will be status quo for two years." 

"Long term, it's too premature to 
speculate where the Cotton Bowl will 
land," he said. "We're alive and well; 
our title sponsor is signed until the 
year2000and we have a great relation-
ship with the NCAA" 

A definite driving force for Rice to 
join the WAC is the fact that the option 
of independence is not viable. Sched-
uling is difficult and only Notre Dame 
University has been prosperous as an 
independent This success has oc-
curred only on the gridiron, as its 
basketball team has suffered. 

In addition, NCAA stipulations re-
quire that a conference have at least 
set members for the winner to receive 
an automatic bid to the NCAA basket-
ball tournament 

Arecent NCAA proposal states that 
schools must average 30,000 paid at-
tendance in football and 6,000 in bas-
ketball to qualify for Division I-A. 

Rice faces the daunting task of 
having to raise its attendance without 
being able to play Texas and Texas 
A&M, usually Rice's two largest draws 
in football. 

"I think it's going to be tough be-
cause Rice has had the security of a 
warm nest they've been in for a long 
time and now they have to feel around 
on their own," Davalos said. "But 1 
have no doubt that Rice will land on its 
feet" 
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Men's tennis thrives at Lobo Invitational Simrs NOTEBOOK 
by Frederick Wen 

Last weekend, the Owls did what 
they were supposed to do in high 
altitudes: spread their wings and pros-
per. 

The Rice men's tennis team won 
two out of the three dual matches at 
the Lobo Invitational in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 

They competed against the Uni-
versity of New Mexico, Colorado Uni-
versity and San Diego State Univer-
sity. 

Seniors Willie Dann and captain 
Jose Medrano combined to win eight 
out of their 12 singles and doubles 
matches. They spurred the team on to 
two close victories, 4-3 and 4-2 over 
Colorado and SDSU, respectively. 

The Owls' top player, Medrano, 
lost to Tad Berkowitz ofUNM4-6,6-3, 
6-4 last Friday as the 19th-ranked Lo-
bos defeated the Owls six matches to 
one. 

"1 played pretty well, but he had 
the home-field advantage and played 
great," he said. "At first, we had a hard 
time adjusting to the higher altitude. 
In the other two matches though, I got 
used to the higher altitudes and faster 
balls." 

Saturday, he came back to edge 
Scott Davidoff of Colorado 4-6,7-6,7-6 
and Sunday he ousted Robert Malhuist 
of SDSU 7-6,6-3. 

The higher altitude made the balls 
go faster, helping the serve-and-

volleyers of the squad. 
"The conditions definitely favored 

my kind of game," said Dann, a left-
handed serve-and-volleyer. 

The senior notched the only tri-
umph over UNM, defeating Coulter 
Wright, 6-3,6-7,6-3. 

In doubles with junior Justin Reizes, 
he lost to the seventh-ranked team in 
the nation of Roy Canada and Wright 
8-6. The difference in the match came 
from a service break in the first game. 

"We just weren't set in the first 
game, and we held serve the rest of 
the match, but that game was the 
difference," Dann said. 

Even though the players blamed 
the altitude for the New Mexico loss, 
Head Coach Larry Turville gave most 
of the credit to the opponent 

T h e New Mexico players beat us, 
not the altitude," said Turville. "They 
were just a strong team." 

Although the Owls felt the loss of 
sophomore Jon Elsberry, he was re-
placed by junior Nick Lorenzini and 
freshmen Ben Pritchett and Rico 
Jacober. 

"We're very pleased that the fresh-
men did so well. It made it a total team 
effort," said Turville. 

Jacober beat Mitch Robinson of 
Colorado 6-1, 6-2 but lost to Frank 
Morgan of SDSU 6-1, 7-6. Pritchett 
teamed up with Medrano to trounce 
Jon Yip and Morgan of SDSU 8-3. 

Lorenzini, who normally plays 
sixth-slot singles, thought that Rice 
performed well under the conditions. 

Erratum 
It was incorrectly reported in last week's Thresher that Rice Head 
Football Coach Ken Hatfield had not coached in the Southwest 
Conference in three years": In fact, he has been away from the 
conference forfouryears, havingcoached atClemson University. There, 
he compiled a 32-13-1 record for the Tigers. The Thresher regrets this 
error. 

In addition to being at high altitude, 
the Lobo Invitational was also played 
indoors. 

"I think we did pretty well when 
you take into account the high altitude 
and the fact that we were playing in-
side," said Lorenzini. 

Jacober, Lorenzini and seniors 
Ryan Gately and Pascal Hos will be 
battling for the final three spots on the 
team for the next couple of weeks. 

"It hurt us not having Jon since we 
lost the doubles point to Colorado, 
and two out of three singles matches, 
so we were already down 3-1 when the 
top three guys started," said Dann. 

The comeback was started by 
Reizes' 4-6,6-1, &0 victory over Mike 
Kennedy and continued with Dann's 
6-3,6-3 triumph over Rulf Anderson. 

Medrano was the last to finish, but 
he was down 4-5 in the third set before 
saving two match points on the way to 
a dramatic 4-6, 7-6,7-6 comeback vic-
tory. 

T h e intensity levelwas raised very 
high on the second and third days 
because I think the team wanted to 
leave a winner," said Medrano. 

On Sunday, the Owls host South-
west Texas State University in a dual 
match. 

Over the break, the team will prac-
tice for the H.E.B. Tournament in 
Corpus Christi next weekend. The 
Owls have already found out that they 
will play their first match in the tourna-
ment against the University of Minne-
sota 

"I was pleasantly surprised with 
the weekend's results," said Turville. 
"I think well do fine the rest of the 
season if they keep this intensity level 
up." 

"We could easily have been 04 
going into the San Diego match be-
cause two of our three wins have been 
dramatic come-from-behind victories," 
said Dann. "Our team's just playing 
with a lot of confidence right now." 

Club volleyball stays perfect 

The Rice men's club volleyball team 
remained undefeated after the South-
ern Methodist UniversityTournament 
Feb. 19. 

In three best-of-three matches, the 
Owls pummeled the University of 
Texas, 15-13, 15-11, Howard Payne 
University, 15-4,15-6, and SMU 15-8, 
11-15,15-3, giving Rice an impressive 
4-0 conference record. 

Although Andy Cunningham, team 
captain and outside hitter, was satis-
fied with the players' performance, he 
claimed they have yet to play then-
best volleyball. 

"We let SMU get back in the match 
with that second game," he said. 
That 's why teams scare us." 

Aggressive serving and the tough 
middle blocking of Robert Szafranski 
were the Owls' keys to victory. 

"We had a ton of service aces that 
broke down their passing, and if the 
ball was returned, our block clamped 
down or forced their hitters right into 
our defense," said Cunningham. 

Fortunately, the men's defense was 
also phenomenal as the team seemed 
to get to every ball for a dig. 

The team is looking to the remain-
ing three conference matches and the 
conference tournament in April with 
confidence. 

If, as expected, they dominate the 
conference tourney, the Owlswillven-
ture to Arizona State University to 
compete in the Club NationalTourna-
menL. 

The Owls have already defeated 
Lamar University, their next oppo-
nent, twice last semester. 

"We hope to play a good match 
against Lamar," sad Szafranski. "Last 
semester they were an up-and-down 
team, but they had a tricky setter. 
Since then their setter has been kicked 
off." 

The men will take on Lamar, Mar. 
8 at 7:30 p.m. in the West Gym. 

— by Jessica Williams 

Golf team sends eight to SFA 

The Rice golf team held qualifiers 
Wednesday to determine who would 
go to the upcoming tournament at 
Stephen F. Austin University in 
Nacogdoches. 

With Trevor Randolph, Matt 
Williamson and Drew Scott exempt 
from qualifying, David Lawrence and 
Jim Duke had what it took to bag 
themselves a seat to the tourney. 

The tournament will include nu-
merous teams from different confer-
ences around the country with the 
Southwest Conference and the Sun 
Belt Conference sending teams that 
are ready to make a run at the champi-
onship. 

The meet officially begins today 
with a full run at 36 holes and will end 
Saturday with 18 holes of play. 

With the Rice golf team steadily 
improving in play, it will attempt to 
make a bid for two positions it believes 
are up for grabs. 

"Actually, everyone's game is start-
ing to peak right now which is really 
good," said captain Randolph. 

Considering there are eight teams 
to account for and that six of them will 
battle for the top spot, the team be-
lieves they have a chance to capture 
one of the remaning two places left. 

With five tournaments remaining 
this season, the team still has a chance 
to improve their standings before dis-
trict rankings are made and the teams 
that are going to regionals are se-
lected. 

Th i s team has a lot of potential. 
We haven't lived up to our potential as 
of yet," said freshman Scptt "All we 
need right now is a lot of confidence." 

— by Michael Gomez 

Finally something for college 
that just got less expensive. 
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Macintosh LC 4/80, Apple Color Plus 14" Display, Apple Extended Keyboard II, PLUS the Apple StyleW'riter II. 

Only $1,515 after $100 rebate! 

Right now; when you buy an already affordable Macintosh' LC 475 with 
an Apple StyleWriter II or LaserWriter," you'll receive a $100 mail-in rebate 
from Apple* That's a hundred bucks now on a computer with fust 040 
performance. Plus the Macintosh LC 475 is upgradable to PowerPC perfor-

mance in the future, if you need it. But that's not all. You'll also take home 
seven popular software programs while supplies last. That's a complete 
Macintosh system with a lot of goodies, at a really unbeatable price. So, 
what are you waiting for? College may List four years, but this offer won't. ADOlfi 

For more information visit the Rice Campus Store 
located in the Rice Memorial Center 

6100 So. Main Street or call 527-4052 
'(l/ler ralid through j/JI/')-! or irbile supplies kit Sec mur AuthornedApple Campus Resetter for Mills Offer mill whereprohibited by hue. ©tW Apple Computer, lite All ri,t>bls mserivd Apple. the.lpple la/to. laserVi'riler. 

Macintosh tun/ SlyleWriler <ire registered trademarks of Ipple Computer, hie I'oirerl'C is u trademark <>/ Inleriuilioiuil Business Machines Corf/oration, used under license therefrom. 
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Rice Thresher 
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EVERYONE MUST GO!!!! 
News Editor! 
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Backpage Editor! 

Plus.. . Assistants for Everyone!!!!!! 

Apply Now!!!! 
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Our educational system isin shambles. Many theories existabout 
what should be done about the problem. These range from 
revenues from state lotteries being appropriated to locker searches. 
The city of Los Angeles has made great strides in addressing one 
area of criticism: declining student interest in and comprehen-
sion of learning materials. A "crack" panel of experts has made 
sweeping changes to the aptitude tests administered to the high 
school students of the city. Replacing outdated situations in story 
problems (e .g. taking Suzie to the drugstore for an ice cream soda) 
with contemporary life situations, students are less distracted by 
the structure of the question and can concentrate on the pertinent 
data. What follows is the revised mathematical aptitude battery. 

Misdass 
Yep. The same guys are back with still 
another installment of Top 10 lists. If 
you're getting tired of reading them, 
take their example and submit your 
own stuff. Otherwise theyll just get off 
seeing their stuff on the backpage every 
week. 

Top 10 Reasons Why Papers are 
Better Than Women: 

City of Los Angeles 
High School Math Proficiency Exam 

NAME: 

GANG (optional): 

1. Johnny has an AK-47 with a 30-round clip. If he misses 6 out of 10 
shots and shoots 13 times at each drive-by shooting, how many 
drive-by shootings can he attempt before he has to reload? 

2. Pauly has 2 ounces of cocaine and he sells an 8-ball to Vinnie for 
$320 and 2 grams to Preston for $85 per gram.. What is the 
street value of the balance of the cocaine if he doesn't cut it? 

3. James is pimping for three girls. If the price is $65 for each trick, 
how many tricks will each girl have to turn so James can pay for 
his $800 per day crack habit? 

4. Jerome wants to cut his 1/2 pound of heroin to make 20% more 
profit How many ounces of cut will he need? 

5. Sally gets $200 for stealing a BMW, $50 for a Chevy, and $100 for 
a 4x4. If she has stolen 2 BMW's and 3 4x4's, how many Chevys 
will he have to steal to make $800? 

6. Raoul is in prison for 6 years for murder. He got $10,000 for the 
hit If his common law wife is spending $100 per month, how 
much money will be left when he gets out of prison and how 
many years will he get for killing the bitch that spent his money? 

7. If the average spray can covers 22 square feet and the average 
letter is 3 square feet, how many letters can a tagger spray with 3 
cans of paint? 

8. "Easy" knocked up 6 girls in his gang. There are 27 girls in his 
gang. What percentage of the girls in the gang has "Easy" 
knocked up? 

10. You can drink a beer while doing 
a paper. 
If you have a dictionary, any 
paper will make sense. 
Bullshitting works on a paper. 
You can do a paper as fast as you 
want 
Papers are never sarcastic 
bitches. 
Once you do a paper, you don't 
have to think about it again. 

4. A good paper says what you want 
it to. 
Papers always suck. 
You can check for viruses before 
doing a paper. 
Papers don't get bitchy when 
they have lots of periods. 

W - l 
JrCD< 

Feb. 26 

March 1 

Wednesday, 
March 9 

• PmflMni for students to pick up 
tickets for Wednesday's Rice vs. 
U.T. Basketball game. Athletic 
Office, Autry Court. 

• Trout Fishing In America will be 
performing at Hamman Hall. I am 
unsure about the time—check for 
signs or inquire at Hamman. If you 
aren't going on break, don't miss 
this show. 

• RPC Campue-wide "Assassination 
Game" begins. Lookfor information, 
as I am, by contract, not allowed to 
disclose any information which 
could jeopardize national security. 

• Willy's Birthday Party, 5:30 p.m. 
in the quad. We can only hope and 
prayforanothercheesy Lasershow 
that costs thousands of dollars. 
What is this I hear about the return 
of Ben? 

Top 10 Reasons Why Women are 
Better Than Papers: 

10. You can't have sex with a paper. 
9. You never have nine months 

before a paper is due. 
8. A paper can't do a woman for 

you. 
7. You never want to procrastinate 

on a woman by doing a paper. 
6. It is no fun trying to do a paper in 

between classes. 
5. Women can have Randy Block's 

children 
It takes too long to do a paper. 
It is not much fun doing a paper 
on Saturday night 
You have to become familiar with 
the subject before doing a paper. 
A paper can't give you an 
extension. •"* 

From the Thresher files: 
"How can you even think about 
smoking Mexican food without 
using drugs beforehand?" 

CUANDO USTED LEE 
ESTE Y DESCUBRE QUE 

ES SOLAMENTE UNA 
TRAMPA PARA GASTAR 

ESPACIO, YA ME ESTARE 
EN MEXICO, ASI QUE 
JODETE. QUE LO PASE 

REGIO. 
—SU B.P.E. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
HELP WANTED 

ALASKA SUMMER EMPLOYMENT-
Fisheries. Many earn $2,000+/mo. in can-
neries or $3,000-$6,000+/mo. on fishing 
vessels. Many employers provide benefits. 
No exp. necessary! For more info, call: 1 
(206) 545-4155 ext. A5849. 

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTORS 
NEEDED. Must work well with children. 
Experience preferred but will train good 
naturcd beginners. Call Martha to arrange 
an interview. 668-6001. 

BENEFIT COSMETICS and skin care 
from San Francisco in Ricc Village needs 
part time employee. Flexible hours. Call 
523-3223 10-6 M-Sat. 

WANTED: Part-time Administrative As-
sistant for a small, high tech company in 
the Ricc University area. Must possess 
computer skills (word processing) and 
ability to learn quickly. Will provide sup-
port for government contract research 
group, proposal writing, literature searches, 
contract reporting requirements, some 
clerical duties. 20 hours per week. Call 
Mark Hammond or Keith Jamison at SI 
Diamond Technology, 529-9040. 

MANAGER, Asst. Manager, Helpers, & 
bunnies to work @ Easter Photo Set in 
Galleria Mall. Hiring immediately. 2 week 
job. Call 1 (800) 374-6477 pgr. 0866. 

PART TIME STUDENT WANTED for 
publicizing (on Rice campus onlY) the 
acclaimed book, "The Articulate Profes-
sional — on sale at Rice Campus Store. No 
direct selling required. Want only active 
student. Please call Sequoia Career Re-
sources 463-2500 before 3/5 . 

GREEKS & CLUBS earn $50-5250 for 
yourself plus up to $500 for your club! 
This fundraiser costs nothing and lasts one 
week. Call now and receive a free gift. 1 
(800)932-0528, Ext. 65. 

"THE VILLAGE BREWERY" is com-
ing! Located at 2415 Dunstan, we are 

lookingforup-bcat&personable bartend-
ers, waitpersons & kitchen help. Be a part 
of Houston's first Brew Pub. Call 524-
HOPS. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
ADOPTION: Loving, financially secure 
couple longs to have a newborn join our 
family. Please call Nancy and Jerry. 1 (800) 
272-5810 Legal/confidential. 

NOTES AND 
NOTICES 

THE OFFICE OF ACADEMIC ADVIS-
ING is now taking applications for the 
Goliard Travel Scholarship. The scholar-
ship is open to all full-time Ricc under-
graduates and provides $1,000 for inter-
national travel during the summerof 1994. 
The deadline for application is Friday, 

March 11^1994. Please come byourofFice 
in the Ley Student Center for more infor-

CAREERS IN THE NON-PROFITSEC-
TOR—Learn how to make a rewarding 
career out of helping others from Mitzi 
Vorachek of the Houston Area Women's 
Center. Tuesday, March 8,7- 10pm,Sewall 
303. 

DON'T GO BARKING up the wrong 

tree. Learn effective job search strategies 
on Thursday, mar£h 10, 4pm in Career 
Services. 

THE MUSLIM STUDENTS ASSOCIA-
TIONS will meet at noon on Wednesday, 
March 9, in the Meyer Conference Room, 
Ley Student Center. All.those interested 
are invited to attend. For more informa-
tion call the MSA RPC Hotline at 527-
6085 (Ext. MSA) and leave a message. 

The Best Pizza In Town.. . 

ffaneat! 
University at 
Greenbriar 

664-5700 
Take Out 

FREE delivery 
(Restricted Areas) 

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE, 

FREE 
DELIVERY 

Two$t 
Large 
T W O Additional toppings 

12 99 
Buy one large original crust pizza 
at regular price and receive a | . ^ 
medium original crust pizza with |TOppiDQ P®r P , zza 

equal number of toppings FREE. • 
Not valid with any other offer. Valid for! 

take out or free delivery I T a k e ou t or f ree delivery only with 
Expires 2/28/94 coupon. Expires 2/28/94 

PICK-UP 
DEALS 

2Medium 1 Topping $ Q 0 0 
Original Crust Pizzas Q 

OR 

2 Large 1 Topping $ 4 A 00 
Original Crust Pizzas I U 

+ FREE Cheese 
or Cinnamon Sticks 

•Pick Up only 
Valid with coupon only 

Additional Topping $1 per Pizza 

fclCK-UP DEALS 

1 Medium 1 Topping $ C 00 
Original Crust Pizzas 0 

OR 

1 Large 1 Topping 
Original Crust Pizzas $000 

+ 2 FREE Can Drinks 
•Pick Up only 

Valid with coupon only 
Additional Topping $1 per Pizza 

^ Expires 2/28/94 Expires 2/28/94 J 

©I 
+21 4 
points 

Average Score Improvement. 
Enough Said. 

The Princeton Review has 
the most effective prepara-
tion for the GRE anywhere. 
Our students improve an 
average of 214 points! 
Come to our FREE preview 
describing our methods and 
techiques designed to help 
you maximize your score. 

Don't settle for anything 
fhut the best. 

THE 
PRINCETON 
REVIEW 

688-5500 


