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Alumna files liability suit against Rice 
Kraettli Epperson 

Rice alumna Amy Barber has filed 
suit against Rice University for dam-
ages she alleges were sustained when 
she was threatened by a gunman in 
Brown Collegeon February 12,1989. 
The trial is set for September 28, 
1992, but Shirley Redwine, Rice Gen-
eral Counsel, indicated that the trial 
will probably be delayed due to con-
tinuing preparations and previous 
obligations on both sides. 

According to court records, Bar-
ber is charging that the university 
failed to provide adequate security 
through negligence and is liable for 
damages suffered by her when a 
masked man held her at gunpoint in 
the Brown seventh floor women's 
bathroom and attempted to rob and 
assaulther. Barber fled the bathroom 
before being physically harmed. The 
assailant escaped the building, but a 
suspect has since been charged. 

The suit claims that Rice "proxi-
mately caused damages to her 
through negligence, in that defendant 
failed to act as an ordinary prudent 
private dormitory owner, manager 
or operator should act under the same 
or similar circumstances." 

The university challenged the suit 
and responded, "William Marsh Rice 
University denies each and every, all 
and singular, the allegations con-
tained in Plaintiffs pleadings on file 
herein and demands strict proof of 
same." 

Barber's suit claims actual dam-
ages of $600,000 and exemplary 
damages of $300,000 for all other 
costs or damages. Maryland Casualty 
Company was insuring the university 
at the time of the incident. The 
university's personal liability insur-
ance limit with this policy was one 
million dollars. 

Redwine recently stated the 
university's position. "Rice Univer-
sity denies liability in the case. The 
university does not deny that some-

thing happened. There is a bad guy 
in this situation. That bad guy is not 
anyone at Rice. He's in jail. He's c o m 
ing to trial in October due to the 
efforts and hard work of a lot of people 
on campus. Nobody at Rice did any-
thing wrong," said Redwine. 

According to thejoint status report 
of the two parties, filed earlier in the 

'Rice University denies 

liability in the case.... 

There is a bad guy in 

this situation.... He's in 

jail.... Nobody at Rice 

did anything wrong.' 

—Shirley Redwine 

year, preparations for trial were to 
have been completed by July of 1992. 
Redwine, however, stated that trial 
preparations are still continuing on 
both sides and that new trial dates 
may be scheduled sometime before 
the end of the year. The parties esti-
mate that the case will require one 
week of trial time. The most recent 
court records state that no settlement 
negotiations have been attempted. 

Barber claims that she has sus-
tained "substantial damage" from the 
incident, citing "[m]ental anguish, 
including loss of self-esteem and in-
dependence, shock, post-traumatic 
stress, humiliation, depression, an-
ger, fear, anxiety and concern about 
the possible inability to have a normal 
relationship with a man," and 
" [r ] easonable and necessary medical 
and counseling expenses." 

In detailing the charges against 
the university, the suit claims, "even 
though defendant had the financial 
ability to do so, it failed to provide 
adequate security for the residents, 

Frisbee golfer abused 

imm m 

The Will Rice frisbee golfer sculpture sits on the RMC entryway during 
O-Week. 

failed to control access to the pre-
mises to exclude persons who did 
not have a right to be there, failed to 
provide adequate locking devices on 
the exterior doors and/or women's 
bathroom." 

Barber also stated in court 
records, "I have still not recovered 
from this incident and am continuing 
to receive counseling. I still continue 
to have erratic sleep patterns, night 
terrors, anxiety and depression." 

Barber has submitted an account 
of the incident for use as evidence in 
the trial. This account states, "1 had 
left my dormitory room to meet 
Natalie, and stopped off in the 
women's restroom on my floor. As I 
was in the second stall of the 
restroom, and young man with a black 
ski mask and a revolver leaned over 
the partition between my stall and 
the first stall and demanded that 1 
give him money and that I unlock my 
stall. I did neither, because I had little 
or no money and was too afraid to 
unlock the stall. Then the gunman 
left the first stall and crawled into my 
stall. He continued his demands in-
cluding that I take off my clothing 
and when I heard someone enter the 
bathroom and use the sink, I escaped 
by slamming the stall door open 
against thegunman and running from 
the bathroom" 

Charles C. Howell, an indigent 
who was picked up on a weapons 
charge in Dallas County in 1991, has 
been charged and indicted in Harris 
County for aggravated robbery in 
the Rice incident. 

His trial will be held on October 
13,1992. He is currently serving a 25-
year concurrent sentence for convic-
tions of aggravated kidnapping, bur-
glary of a habitation with intent to 
commit sexual assault, possession of 
a prohibited weapon, and aggravated 
robbery. 

Barber is being represented by 
Horace O'Neal of Turner, Medina & 
O'Neal, P.C. O'Neal was unavailable 
for comment Rice is being repre-
sented by Philip Dye of Vinson & 
Elkins. 

Redwine explained that this firm 
was chosen to represent Rice by 
Maryland Casualty Company, and 
that "We are exceedingly well repre-
sented by Philip Dye. He is very ex-
p e r i e n c e d . " 

Dye did not return phone calls to 
his office. 

Redwine also noted that she is 
unaware of any past suits of a similar 
nature against the university. 

Jill Carrol and Bekra York, graduate students in religious studies, are founding a 
group for lesbian and bisexual women at Rice. 

New group formed within 
GALOR for Rice women 
by Sara Maurer 

A new group for lesbian and bi-
sexual women at Rice will be forming 
this semester. The ^roup, which will 
be a part of the Gays'and Lesbians of 
Rice, will focus on the unique position 
of homosexual and bisexual women. 

"We're hoping to attract any 
woman who feels that she fits the 
definition of a lesbian or bisexual 
woman," says Jill Carrol, a graduate 
student in religious studies. Carrol 
and fellow religious studies graduate 
student Bekra York are organizing 
the group. 

Carrol explained that the form 
the group will take depends upon the 
members. "We want to soe.what sort 
of support the womenleel that they 
need." She envisions the group as a 
place where gay women can meet 
and communicate. "We know there's 
a lot of us at Rice. We've just never 
been able to get in touch." 

By holding meet ings for gay 
women only, Carrol hopes to ful a 
need which she feels that GALOR 
has not. "Traditionally, the people 
who attend GALOR are men. It's not 
that GALOR is opposed to women. 
It's just that, historically, it's been 
oriented towards men." 

Carrol emphasized tha t the 
women's group will still be affiliated 
with GALOR. "We're not trying to do 
something radically separate. We're 
just trying to make a place within 
GALOR for women." 

While the initial meetings of the 
group will be for women only, the 
group will later join with GALOR for 
larger activities. "We're going to keep 
our hands locked with GALOR as a 
whole,"'tarrol said. "We're all inter-
ested in whatever's going to be in-
creasing visibility for gays and lesbi-
ans." 

The first meeting of the group will 
be held Augu.31 at 6:30 in the Miner 
Lounge of the RMC. 

Computer glitch disrupts phone service 
by Tony Chen 

Telephone service at the residen-
tial colleges has been problematic 
during the first week of classes. Many 
students report long delays in hookup 
time, while others complain of 
crossed wires and other minor hin-
drances. 

"My phone isn't going to be 
hooked up until Wednesday next 
week," said Brown junior Amy 
Nelson. T h e r e are so many things I 
have to take care of this week, and 
without a phone it's difficult to get 
anything done." 

Brown Sophmore Jeremy Smith 
objected to the poor business prac-
tices of Southwestern Bell. "The fact 
that the company has a monopoly 
ought not to allow them to abuse a 
long-standing customer like Rice," 
he said. 

A minority of students prepared 
for the delay with some foresight. "I 
called injuly to make absolutely sure 
that my phone would be on line," 
gloated Brown senior Eric Nielsen. 
"While the rest of the campus has to 
sit arou nd waiting for their phones to 

work, mine's in working order." 
According to Robert Truscott, 

residential colleges coordinator, offi-
cials at Southwestern Bell attribute 
the delay to a glitch in their informa-
tion systems. 

In years past, the computers at 
the company's central office have 
correctly dedicated both the tele-
phone numbers and cable wiring to 
each student's room, thus accounting 
for the speed with which the co mpany 
was able to connect students' lines. 

This year, however, the comput-
ers have neglected to pair the tele-
phone number with its correspond-
ing cable wiring. 

Instead, the computer randomly 
assigned cable wiring to the tele-
phone numbers. 

Roughly thirty percent of the 
residental college rooms were im-
properly assigned before officials at 
the company discovered the error. 
In effect, over sixty percent of on 
campus students were left without 
reliable phone service. 

In order to rectify the error, 
Southwestern Bell has been sending 
technicians to trace the wiring manu-
ally, so that they can identify the 

problem areas and correctly reas-
sign the cable wiring. The proce-
dure should be completed sometime 
late next week, said company offi-
cials. 

Truscott said students should 
maintain pressure on Southwestern 
Bell by calling to make sure the 
company finishes the corrections 
quickly, and making sure they are 
not charged for problems relating to 
the faulty services. 

Of whooping 
cranes and 
global affairs: 
Temkin's 
faculty 
address 
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Rape statistics require 
reply beyond mere disgust 

After having a number of people personally push last week's page 
10 of the Thresher at my face, in my hand, and under my door in 
outrage over the implications ofthe university police report's campus 
crime statistics and the rape cases in particular, I am deeply disap-
pointed that not one of these outraged people wrote in to the editors 

this week. No one, and the ad-

One should either 
write ruthlessly 
what one believes 
to be the truth, or 
shut up/ 

ministration least of all, will deny 
the statistics are deceiving in that 
they reflect only rape cases re-
ported, notactual rape and sexual 
assaultactscommited.The report 
points this out in its buried expla-
nation near the end of the docu-
ment 

That's more than I can say for 
the men and women of Rice who immediately recognized the statistic 
for wh at it was, but just didn't put their words to paper. There is a quote 
in journalism that seems appropriate now: "One should either write 
ruthlessly what one believes to be the truth, or shut up." I ask, which 
is it going to be? 

The statistic is misleading because so few victims of sexual crimes 
are willingto make an official police report There areheartwrenching, 
compelling reasons why they've chosen not to dredge up these 
memories. But I remind victims that they are empowered in that 
terrible time to seek and create justice. It is their responsibility. 

And if this responsibility is put on the victims, the far less burden-
some responsibility to speak out on misleading information lies with 
everyone. I, as well as anyone who read last week 's statistics and this 
week's lack of editorial response, am not encouraged by the student 
body's concern on this subject and would be even more apt to hide 
rather than report an incident 

This campus is taking action on this problem through policies and 
committees. But a few cannot do everything; a few cannot show the 
community's support for the victims or its refusal to allow such 
crimes to go unpunished. Each one must do his part The power and 
responsibility is ours. If we fail, so is the blame. 

—Leezie Kim 
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GSA more than student politics 
To the editors, 

1 would like to take this opportu-
nity to introduce myself and the 
Graduate Student Association to both 
the new incoming graduate students, 
and to those current graduate stu-
dents who may wonder just what it is 
that we do. 

Let me start by saying that no 
matter how jaded people may be abou t 
government and politics in general 
this year, all grad students have a 
vested interest in learning more about 
the GSA if for no other reason than 
that each student contributes $10 per 
year to the GSA The GSA is basically 
two entities, a social organization and 
a student government As far as a 
social group, we organize events to 
promote a congenial atmosphere 
amongst grad students and the Rice 
community in general. 

These events include the traditional 
Fall and Spring Pic-
nics, which are held 
at the beginning of 
the fall and end ofthe 
spring semesters, 
and usually draw 
around 100 people. 
We also have events 
on the major holi-
days: Halloween, 
T h a n k s g i v i n g , 
Valentine's Day, SL 
Patrick's Day, etc. 
This year we are go-
ing to try something new, and that is 
having TG's on certain Fridays 
throughout the semesters. The first 
one is scheduled for the Sew all Hall 
area on October 9, and others will be 
spread around campus, such as the 
Engineering Quad, the SPAC/BIOC 
courtyard, and also the Jones School. 

We also subsidize tickets for off 
campus events like the Renaissance 
Festival, which takes place every year 
during the month of October, Astros 
games, and we are looking into tickets 
for movies and plays. All these events 
are organized so as to afford grad 
students an inexpensive way to take 
time off from their studies, and to get 
to know both their fellow grad stu-
dents as well as faculty, staff, and un-
dergraduates. We all know how hard 
we work while sacrificing a great deal 
during this phase of our lives, and this 
is but a small way that the GSA has to 
lend a sense of community to all grad 
students. 

But this aspect ofthe GSA is only a 
part of our social agenda. We print the 
ever-important GSA Yellow Pages, 
which is a great survival guide to 
Houston and grad school; and we 
collaborate with groups that reach out 
beyond the hedges to the community 
outside Rice. Our efforts to collect 
food during the holidays for the 
Houston Food Bank yielded over 700 

pounds of dried and canned goods, 
and this year we are shooting for 1000 
pounds. This summer we helped with 
a project involving the South Texas 
Independent School District, which 
brought students from a magnet 
school for the math and sciences to 
Rice. By taking the time to inform 
high school students just what 
graduate education involves and the 
benefits it provides, we hope to en-
courage more students to continue 
their education past the bachelor's 
degree. 

We have also been involved with 
the Houston Habitat for Humanity, 
which builds affordable housing for 
low-income families. After volunteer-
ing a day to help construct a home in 
the Fourth Ward, the trials and tribu-
lations of grad school by comparison 
didn't seem as daunting. 

While grad school does take an 

No matter how jadedpeople may be about 
government andpolitics in general, all 
grad students have a vested interest in 
learning more about the GSA, if for no 
other reason than that each student con-
tributes $10peryearto the GSA. 

enormous amount of time and en-
ergy, the GSA is active in other areas 
so as to allow students to branch out 
and contribute something to their 
community. 

But as the name implies, the GSA 
is also a student government We are 
the official voice of the graduate stu-
dents, and represent their views to the 
administration. We have representa-
tives on all of the relevant university 
standing committees, which deal with 
such issues as (you guessed it) park-
ing, student financial aid, the library, 
research, graduate curriculum, and a 
variety of other things. 

O ne of our most important charges 
recently has been to take a leadership 
role in deciding the future of graduate 
student housing. Two years ago, a 
university ad-hoc committee was 
formed at the request of the GSA to 
study resident life at the Graduate 

House. Among its recommendations 
which are now being put into effect 
are the improvement of kitchen facili-
ties, the formation of a governing body 
for the Grad House, and most impor-
tant, the naming of a Graduate House 
master. Bob Patten has taken the as-
signment as master, and will be at the 
forefront of issues that affect grad 
student life at the Grad House, as well 
as being a concerned voice for general 
graduate student issues. 

His appointment is awelcome step, 
but one or two or three voices are a 
small number compared to the silent 
majority of people who still do not 
view the future of graduate housing 
and graduate education as essential to 
this university. The GSA will be taking 
active steps this year to ask for the 
support of fellow graduate students in 
this cause, but also to enlist the sup-
port of faculty members who depend 

so heavily on gradu-
ate students fortheir 
research. The build-
ing of new graduate 
student housing on 
campus, or campus 
adjacent, is an idea 
whose time has 
come. Planning 
must begin immedi-
ately, and we will be 
voicing this opinion 
to the administra-
tion. 

This is a brief summary of what the 
GSA is and what we plan on doing for 
graduate students. Most of the de-
partments of the university have a 
representative to the GSA Council, so 
check with your department secre-
tary to find out who represents you. If 
your department does not have a rep, 
and you are interested, please contact 
me. We have monthly meetings every 
third Thursday of the month in the 
RMC, in the conference room on the 
second floor at 7 p.m. For those who 
wish to get involved with the GSA or 
have some suggestions on ways to 
direct our efforts, I would encourage 
you to attend our meetings, call me at 
x3647 on campus, or send me mail at 
the ECE department, or e-mail at 
elias@owlnet 

Joseph Elias 
GSA President 

DO yOU HAVE AN OPINION! 

The Thresher opinion staff lives from letter to letter, by the skin 
of our Macintoshed teeth, in fact. The deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
Letters must be identified with the authors name. Phone, address, 
college and class or department. We reserve the rifiht to edit letters 
for length and clarity. Submit your letters to Letters to the Editor. 
The Rice Thresher. Box 1892. Houston. TX 77251. or brine them by 
the Thresher office (2nd floor. Ley Student Center J. 
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Customer somewhere 
back in line at 

D o o n e s b u r y BY GARRY TRUDEAU 

BY PETER HOWLEY 

If a customer walks into a restau-
rant, is seated in a far corner near the 
kitchen, treated rudely by the waiter, 
served a cold dish that he did not 
order, and finds his car towed when 
he leaves, he is not likely to patronize 
that restaurant again. Moreover, an 
establishment that consistently treats 
its customers in such a fashion is not 
likely to stay in business for long. 

At least, that's what I've been 
trained to believe by two years of eco-
nomics classes: that market forces 
have magical curative powers, allow-
ing consumers to indirectly punish 
poor service. But I've also learned that 
there are cases in which the ideal 
market outcome is not reached, cases 
which economists refer to as market 
failures. 

It's becoming obvious that the lat-
ter situation is more descriptive of the 
situation here at Rice. No invisible 
hand of competition keeps the univer-
sity in line. Manifestations of this mar-
ket failure are everywhere. 

At Rice, stu-
d e n t s are not 
t reated like cus-
t omer s , even 
though they pay a 
great deal for a ser-
vice. Faculty are not 
treated as employ-
ees, even though 
they are paid to de-
liver a service. And 
the administration 
does not act like 
management even 
though it is charged with managing it 
all 

Student dissatisfaction over the 
parking policy, tuition increases, 
threats to the Pub, food quality, and 
the athletic department can be traced 
to the administration's lack of respon-
siveness to student views, its refUsal 
to treat students as customers. 

Similarly, the undue attention 
which the administration pays to fac-
ulty gripes about parking, athletics, 
and the curriculum stems from its 

view that faculty are somehow more 
than just paid employees, a view that 
professors are happy to encourage. 

Rice is very content to run the 
financial side of the university as a 
business. The Board of Governors, 
like any good Board of Directors, in-
vests the university's endowment to 
achieve a high return. Capital and 
operating budgets are drawn up each 
year, and an annual report released 
with balance sheets and glossy pho-
tos. The university even retain s a h igh-
powered law firm. 

But the operating side of the uni-
versity is a different matter. While in 
the business world, the customer is 
always first, at Rice, the customer is 
somewhere back in line. This relega-
tion occurs because the customers at 
Rice are very unlikely to take their 
business elsewhere, as customers in 
other markets can. 

The university is helped by the fact 
that students buy Rice before they 
know exactly what they are getting. 
The university need only show off its 
best side during the admissions pro-

cess . Since 
most students 
are loathe to 
t r ans fe r af ter 
bui lding ties 
with the school, 
the administra-
tion can raise 
tuition and re-
strict the stu-
dent body with 
little fear of re-
prisal. 

Such a cava-
lier attitude would be more appropri-
ate toward the faculty, but members 
are protected by tenure and cannot be 
replaced when they demand too much. 
This same protection enables the civil 
servants of the U.S. Government to 
wield a similarly inappropriate clout 
with their employers. 

This inversion of influence was 
never more apparent than during the 
process of modifying the university 
parking regulations. Not only were 

See Economics, page 4 

In the business 
world the customer 
is always first—at 
Rice the customer 
is somewhere 
back in line. 

Pretty signs are no 
substitute for safety 
To the editors, 

Although I would love to voice the 
opinions of my fellow graduate stu-
dents on the issue of parking and the 
severe lack of bicycle racks where we 
might lock up our main transportation 
alternative, there is a much more 
pressing issue afoot. Everyone should 
take notice of the summer beautifica-
tion efforts that have replaced all the 
traffic and entrance signs around 
campus. 

Now it doesn't matter to me what 
the entrance numbers have mutated 
into. They are not the problem. The 
problem is the new tiny traffic signs 
that most people probably haven't even 
seen yet unless they tripped over one. 
They are ridiculous and dangerously 
ineffective for the following reasons: 

•They are very small and much too 
low to the ground to catch the eye of 
someone walking through campus. 

•They are even more difficult to see 
from a car, where many people will 
have to stretch to see them over their 
passenger car doors. 

and most importantly... 

•They are virtually invisible at night 
They are too small, non-reflective, and 
roughly one-fourth the size of regula-
tion stop signs. The yield sign has 
been inexplicably painted black and 
all the signs are placed on a dark 
brown background. 

I cannot emphasize this last rea-
son enough because last night I just 
about cruised through one of the stop 
signs as I drove across campus. My 

headlights didn't even hit the sign 
because it was so far off the right of the 
road. And when I turned my brights 
on to see if it was really there, it took a 
second or two to make out the dark 
red stop sign shape against the brown 
backing. I drove around to see if I 
would have seen a yield sign and it 
might as well have not even been in 
the ground. 

One might argue that I should 
know where the sign s are by now, and 
this is true. But the campus has 
changed quite a bit lately. For instance, 
it now seems to be one way over by the 
gym—making the loop even larger— 
causing people to have to drive around 
through the stadium parking lot— 
causing three accidents in that park-
ing lot already, according to the cam-
pus police. 

Regardless, visitors from outside 
the Rice community will most defi-
nitely pass rightthrough a stop sign or 
two. They caught people unaware 
when they were regulation size. They 
will surely do so when they can't be 
see a as people zip across campus late 
at night 4 

I admitthatthey arc nice looking in 
the daylight, cute even. At night, 
though, they are simply useless. The 
campus police are not to blame. The 
finger needs to be pointed in the same 
direction as it is for this parking non-
sense. 

And by the way, on this first day of 
class at 11 am. , my former lot here 
next to Space Physics must be 75% 
empty. What's up with that? 

Colin Law 
Graduate Student 

Space Physics & Astronomy 
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Houston, a veritable monument to decay 
BY JYM SCHWARTZ 

If there was ever a city that stood as 
a monument to entropy (or perhaps 
that should be "crumbled as a monu-
ment..") , it would be this fine burg of 
Houston. Since my arrival, I have seen 
nothing but decay, mayhem, confu-
sion, and total anarchy. Having come 
here from Los Angeles, this made me 
feel right at home. 

For those of you with a 
skeptical eye, allow me to 
present my case from the 
ground up. Or, to be more 
specific, from the pavement 
up, which has more holes in 
it than the Iran-Contra hear-
ings. I think a few potholes 
are acceptable, but some-
one has taken the "casual" 

look too far. ("Makes the 
city look lived-in, don't you 
think?") 

My phone, which I have had for a 
short time, has completely gone dead 
on two separate occasions (not bill 
related). Naturally, both of these situ-
ations involved a weekend, leaving 
me incommunicado until Monday. As 
if th is weren't enough, the phone com-
pany has an "emergency" number to 
ring up when your phone goes out 
(gosh, I'll just pick up the phone and 
call), where a nice person will take 

your name and number and then tell 
you it will have to wait until Monday, 
as they don't fix these things on the 
weekend. 

Then there was the fellow from the 
gas company, who after telling me I 
had agas leak, turned to leave. I asked 
him if he was going to fix it, and he told 
me it wasn't the gas company's job. 
When further pressed to explain who 
should fix it, he said, "Your landlord." 

Since my arrival, I have seen noth-
ing but decay, mayhem, confusion, 
and total anarchy. Having come 
here from Los Angeles, this made 
me feel right at home. 

Ah, I see. I have a problem with leak-
ing gas, so I call my landlord. 1 sup-
pose if I get evicted I call the power 
company. 

Although I complain bitterly, 1 must 
say that Texas is not all bad. They 
have a handy and courteous car in-
spection, in which they check your 
turn signals and kick your tires. Im-
med iately after thiscuriousritual takes 
place, you hand over a cash donation, 
and they give you a sou ven ir sticker to 

put on your car. 
This identifies you (and your ve-

hicle) as initiates of this rite. In theory 
(1 am told) the sticker acts much like 
a lamb's blood on your dashboard, 
causing the police to pass over you— 
at least for a year. 

I have also discovered Houston's 
festive side. Earlier this summer, when 
a water main broke at Shepard and 
Richmond, it gave rise to a steady 

gushing of water from the 
(pothole-ridden) pavement 
to one side of the intersec-
tion. 

Rather than fix this im-
promptu fountain right 
away, the city (or whom-
ever) decided to let it run 
for aweek.inorder to amuse 
and entertain those driving 
through. I can't count the 
number of times I squealed 

with glee while parting the waters 
there. 

And I cannot hesitate to mention 
the friends I have me t I was afraid life 
in an apartment would be lonely, but 
instead I have been provided with 
literally hundreds of companions. At 
firstwe had a little trouble agreeingon 
the terms of our relationship, but now 
that I sleep with a can of Raid next to 
my bed, I think things are clear for 
everyone. 

N o w You KNOW WHAT 
GOES ON BEHIND CLOSED DOORS. 

Our over-door towel rack is perfect for the dorm room. It doesnt't take up much space 

and can be adapted to hang on an I A / A f 6 \ A Q Q M A X A / * 0 Q Q 

existing towel rack, wall or door. TT H J ^ l " » 7 7 j l l v f T ^ 0 » 7 7 

The Container Store' 

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE 
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SA waged an unsuccessful battle over parking 

Cfi 
O 

To the editors, 
The parking changes which have 

been implemented on campus are a 
big shock to most of you I am sure. I 
can promise you that I was just as 
shocked when I read the graduation 
issue of the Thresher and learned of 
the proposed changes. I would like to 
inform you of the current situation 
and what happened over the summer 
as a result of Senate members' dis-
satisfaction with the proposal. 

We spent many hours this sum-
mer researching the parking situa-
tion, attempting to convey student 
opinions and negotiating a compro-
mise which we felt more fairly repre-
sented student interest Many of you 
received a letter from a Senate mem-
ber in your college protesting the pro-
posed changes. Our efforts were not 
successful, as you can see from the 
changes that have been implemented. 
These suggestions for modification 
were not accepted by the administra-
tion. I do recognize that there is a 
parking problemon this campus which 
must be solved. As a result, we are all 
having to "pay" for viable solutions. 
The faculty and staff now have to pay 
$75 along with students if they want to 
park on the inner campus. No one is a 
winner in this problem (administra-
tion, faculty, staff, and students); we 
must all compromise but I had hoped 
that the students would not have to be 
the ones to sacrifice the most in this 
situation. 

The stated reason for these drastic 
changes is faculty unrest about the 
current parking situation. Many were 
upset that they often could not find a 
spotin their assigned lot Neill Binford, 
Associate Vice President of Finance 
and Administration, remarked that the 
faculty and staff lots were extremely 
overcommitted. In many cases, twice 
as many people were assigned to a lot 
as could park there. Faculty com-
plained strongly. A few even vowed 
never to return to Rice until the prob-
lem was remedied. 

In our discussions over the sum-
mer, the administration seemed to 
overlook the fact that students face 
these same problems to a much 
greater extent. Students realize their 
parking problems and have always 
dealt with them amongst themselves; 
the faculty par king problem was solved 
by removing students rather than the 
faculty solving their own problems. 1 
would have liked to see more equity in 
the way the parking solutions were 
applied to students. 

We are up against a brick wall at 
present but 1 hope to see some small 
modifications in the policy over the 
course of this year when the commit-
tee meets again. 1 am dissatisfied with 
the lack of opportunity for student 
input on the committee which made 
the changes as well as the lack of 
notification which the current Senate 
was given about the new policy. I would 
like to see more students on the com-

mittee this year so that we may evalu-
ate the current parking policy's suc-
cess or failure to solve problems. 

The current changes were a com-
plete surprise to all students which I 
think is unfortunate at Rice where 
students are usually allowed so much 
involvement in policy changes of this 
nature. 

1 would have liked to have seen 
some commuter parking on the inner 
campus in order to allow students to 
park near their colleges which would 
support the college system In addi-
tion, I asked for a reduction in the $75 
fee for at least the first year to better 
gauge its necessity. This request was 

denied. 
At this point the parking appeals 

board has been eliminated. I wiUwork 
for a committee of students and fac-
ulty to be instituted to deal with ap-
peals. 

The Senate will continue to evalu-
ate the parking changes over the next 
few months. Feel free to discuss your 
opinions with anyone on the Senate so 
that we may gauge the proper course 
of action for the future in order to 
formulate the best possible parking 
policy for the Rice community. 

John Shields 
SA President 

Economics 
From page 3 

students effectively excluded from 
these deliberations, they were the 
uncontested losers when the adminis-
tration plan went into effect this year. 

The same can be said of the Ath-
letic Review Committee, which re-
leased its report last year. Only one 
student served on the committee, and 
only anecdotal testimony from stu-
dents was heard, since the committee 
declined to poll the student body. A 
number of faculty and administrators 
sat on the committee, which was also 
chaired by a professor. 

In addition, the ubiquitous faculty 
council undertook its own review of 
the review while the Student Associa-

tion sat by silently. 
In the end, the Board of Governors 

supported the view of the alumni, a 
group that has perhaps the least legiti-
macy of any of those trying to shape 
the university. 

I am not suggesting that students 
transfer en masse to protest adminis-
tration actions. Rice is a good place on 
the whole, and provides a valuable 
degree. Whether students get their 
money's worth is another question. 

But the student body needs to find 
ways to pressure the administration 
more effectively, to counter the forces 
of the faculty, alumni and even the 
staff, which is agitating to form its own 
council. 

Otherwise the customer will al-
ways be last 

SAVE UP TO 75% 
EVERY DAY! 

' T y p e w r i t e r s • R e f r i g e r a t o r s 

N o t e b o o k s • R i n g B i n d e r s • C a l c u l a t o r s 

C o m p u t e r s • D i s k e t t e s 

C o f f e e m a k e r s • S n a c k s 

B u l l e t i n B o a r d s a n d M o r e 

I 

WHILE 
QUANTITIES 

LAST! STEELWORKS 
2-DRAWER 
METAL 
FILE CABINET 
Letter size, 
with lock. 
15" x 18" x 28". 
No. 398-685 
List 99.00 

E A S T P A K H 
BACKPACKS 

SARATOGA 
O v e r s i z e c a p a c i t y 
w i t h d r a w s t r i n g c l o s u r e 
W a t e r p r o o f C o r d o v a h e a v y 
w e i g h t w i t h p a d d e d b a c k 
a n d s t raps . L i f e t i m e 
g u a r a n t e e d . A s s o r t e d c o l o r s 
N o . 4 9 8 - 7 6 6 L is t 3 9 . 0 0 

SUCCESS 
STUDENT 
PLANNER 

m o n t h w e e k l y 
f o r m a t . I n c l u d e s 
c l a s s 
s c h e d u l e e x a m 
r e c o r d s . 5 
N o . 4 9 7 - 1 4 9 
L is t 9 . 0 0 

i&r-" 

fm 29* 
WITH $25| 
PURCHASE 

W.T. ROGERS 
CRATE A FILE 

_ MEAD 3-SUBJECT 
I NOTEBOOKS 

11" x 8 - 1 2 " . w i r e b o u n d 

A c a s u a l , co l o r f u l w a y to 
o r g a n i z e S t u r d y p las t i c 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . H a n g i n g 
f o l d e r s not i n c l u d e d 
13" x 13" x 10 1 2' 
A s s o r t e d c o l o r s 
List 1 1 . 0 0 

D u r a b l e po l y v i ny l cove r 
C o l l e g e ru led . 150 p a g e s 
N o . 4 9 8 - 9 2 3 A i l / t 

List 5 . 2 9 9 4 9 
It coupon and i/.ilid iludem I (.1 with Ŝ5 00 tjuroh,iM' I unit u 

lom.-r company No substitutions Good Ironi H >r4 9? thru 'J 

WOODSTOCK 
O n e p i e c e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
W a t e r p r o o f C o r d o v a 
w i t h s u e d e c o w h i d e 
leather bot tom reinforcement. 
P a d d e d s h o u l d e r s t r aps . 
L i f e t i m e g u a r a n t e e d . 
A s s o r t e d co lo rs . 
No. 4 9 8 - 7 5 8 List 3 5 . 0 0 

W.T. ROGERS 
NEON CLIPBOARDS 
N e o n c o l o r e d c l i p b o a r d s 
m o l d e d of h i g h lus ter 
p las t i c . 
G r e e n 4 7 7 - 2 6 5 
R e d 4 7 7 - 2 7 3 
L is t 5 . 5 0 

opens Sunday 
East Freeway 
1000 Federal Rd 
Westchase 
10960 Westheimer Rd 
Astrodome 
8202 Kirby Dr. 
Greenspoint 
12025 1-45 North 
Stafford 
11815 Wilcrest Dt 

OPEN DAIY: 8:00am 
WE ACCEPT: Discover. Visa 

GE ANSWERING 
SYSTEM 2-9810 
L E D m e s s a g e i nd i ca to r . 
ca l l i n te r rup t , ca l l s c r e e n i n g 
p e r s o n a l m e m o r e c o r d i n g . 
t a p e fu l l i nd i ca to r , p o w e r 
fa i lu re p r o t e c t i o n , m e s s a g e 
s a v e f e a t u r e . S i n g l e 
m i c r o c a s s e t t e s y s t e m 
N o . 4 5 0 - 9 5 7 
L is t 4 9 . 9 5 

DENNIS0N DESK STYLE HI-LITERS^ 
Br igh t t r a n s p a r e n t ink w o n ' t b l e e d 
t h r o u g h . B e v e l e d c h i s e l t ip P a c k of 4 
S t a n d a r d 812 -271 
F luorescent 8 1 2 - 2 6 3 f a y 
Ye l low 502 -617 M 
List 

N.W. Freeway 
5330 West 34th St 
Webster 
1020 W NasaRri 1 
Gulf Freeway 
10525 Gulf Freeway 
Sharpstown 
6904 S.W Freeway 
Katy Freeway 
1021/ Katy Freeway 

9:00pm SAT.:900am 9:00prf\,$UN.:Noon-6:00pm 
Mastercard. American Express & Office Depot Ch 

West FM 1960 
4534 West FM 1960 
River Oaks 
3401 Kirbv Dr 
Pasadena 
1004 E Southmore Ave 

Our Low Price 
Guarantee 
If a n y o n e is c r a z y e n o u g h 
t o s e l l w h a t w e s e l l f o r l e s s , 
s h o w u s a n d y o u ' l l g e t t h e 
l o w e r p r i c e , p l u s 5 0 % o f t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e a s a c r e d i t t o w a r d 
y o u r O f f i c e D e p o t p u r c h a s e 
( m a x i m u m $ 5 0 c r e d i t ) . 
A d e r r o r s , c l o s e o u t s a n d 
c l e a r a n c e s t o n o t q u a l i f y . 
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RPC Notes 
The Rice Program Council met at 9 p.m. Tuesday in the Brown PDR. 
The following items were announced: 

•The Treasurer reported a $5000 carryover from last year which 
supplements the $20,000 the RPC will receive from the student 
blanket tax. 

•The midterm break Cancun Trip will happen October 9-13. RPC 
needs 40 people to make the trip fly, and to recover the $2000 debt 
incurred from last year's failed attempt Cost of the trip will be $318 
per person. 

•Esperanza will be held Saturday, November 7 from 10 p.m. to 2 am 
in the Heritage Club, a nine-room venue on the 50th floor of MCorp 
plaza. Space rental is $13,000, and the council will decide ticket prices 
once a detailed budget is assembled. 

•A campus-wide Beer-Bike Chair search will commence soon. 

•Beer-Bike will be held on Saturday, March 20. 

•Sarah Nelson Crawford has hired Dave Farrar from Fitzgerald's to 
instruct college socials and the RPC on the ins and outs of contract 

G negotiations with bands. . ... 

•Pub Comedy Night will be Tuesday, October 20. 

•Studs Night at the Pub will be Tuesday, November 17. 

•Fun Flicks, a make-your-own-video event free to students will hap-
pen at the RMC on Saturday, September 26. 

•"Sneakers" starring Robert Redford will be the first media center 
sneak preview, scheduled for Thrusday, September 10 at 8 p.m. 

Next meeting: August 30 at 10 p.m. in the Lovett PDR. 

—compiled by John McCoy 

Honor Council completes 42nd trial 
by Eric Carmichael 

The Honor Council heard its 42nd 
and last case of the 1991-2 school 
year Aug. 20. Last year's case total 
was more than double that of any 
recent year. 

"I think the increase is mainly 
because of case six," said Honor 
Council Chair Steve Tran. Last year 
in case six, 28 students were found 
guilty ofcheatingon a quiz, the largest 
such conviction in Rice history. "The 
ramifications caused a lot of aware-
ness in the faculty and student body. 
I think overall people became more 
aware that the Honor System existed 
and was in trouble, so they tried to be 
more conscientious." 

The Honor Council heard 19cases 
in 1990-91, 12 cases in 1989-90, and 
14 in 1988-89. 

"I think maybe last year helped 
more than it h u r t It hurt because it 
caused a lot more work for the coun-
cil, but it made people more aware of 
us. It's allowed us to have inroads 
into a lot of sectors where we didn't 
have access in the past." 

Tran said President Rupp is con-
sidering appointing a faculty council 
to advise the Honor Council on ori-
enting and reorienting faculty. He 
also said communication between the 
Honor Council and the athletic de-
partment was much improved. 

The Honor Council mailed flyers 
and copies of the Honor System 
handbook to this year's freshmen in 
the packet sent them by the Office of 

Hurricane Andrew incites flurry of activity 
by Melissa Williams 

Hurricane Andrew no longer 
threatens Rice, putting an end to 
several days of stressful discussions 
and planning by the Rice University 
staff, but the danger did incite the 
university to review itsplansfor future 
disasters. 

Since southern Texas is a hurri-
cane-prone region, Rice staff mem-
bers have had several meetings over 
t h e years r ega rd ing on-campus 
emergency procedures, according to 
Dean Currie, vice president for fi-
nance and administration. 

" Over the last two days, the staff 
has met to refresh itself on those 
procedures , a sort of "dress re-
hearsal" on the actions each division 
is responsible for, Currie said. 

P res iden t George Rupp also 
communicated to faculty, students 
and staff in a memo Tuesday, ex-
plaining that if "safety considerations 
dictate closing the university," that 
decision would be made known 
through the university switchboard, 
the Rice radio station and other local 
radio and television stations. 

Currie called the decision as to 
what circumstances would result in 

closing the university, "a judgement 
call" that couldn't be made before the 
storm's arrival. "If there is likely a 
threat to personal safety," he said, 
the Rice campus probably would be 
closed. 

At each college, student mainte-
nance representatives, masters, and 
presidents received a memo detail-
ing their responsibilities. 

Four hours prior to the hurricane's 
expected landing, they were to "get 
stuff out of the window boxes, pick 
up trash and debris from around the 
college [and] tape the windows," said 
Patr ick Good, p re s iden t of Sid 
Richardson College. 

Good also made sure that one 
person on each floor of the college 
had a working telephone. In an 
emergency, that person would be 
responsible for communicating in-
structions to the rest of the floor. 

The memo to the colleges also 
asked residents to move personal 
belongings away from the windows 
and cars to the high areas of the 
stadium lots. 

On the campus as a whole, "the 
overriding principle is the safety of 
the people," Currie said. T h e r e ' s a 
thousand details to add up" regard-
ing hurricane procedures, he said. 

Some of those details include se-
curing a tractor for intra-campus 
transportation, in case the area was 
so flooded other vehicles would not 
be able to travel; making sure suffi-
cient water and canned food are 
available at each college; and as-
signing certain employees to remain 
on campus, perhaps even overnight. 

Those employees, Currie said, 
would include some staff members 
who operate the power plant, electri-
cians and groundspeople. 

Some a d m i n i s t r a t o r s would 
probably stay out the emergency on 
campus as well, those who would 
consider it "part of our job," Currie 
said, such as himself, President Rupp 
and the college masters. 

Food and Hous ing Direc tor 
Marion Hicks, another official heavily 
involved in the hurricane-preparation 
process, said his division puts out a 
booklet titled "Hurricane Guide-
lines." 

"I'm not too proud of [the book-
let]," Hicks said, but his office is 
currently revising the guidelines that 
were originally written in 1989. 

He is hoping for an updated ver-
sion of the booklet that could be 
distributed to students in brochure 
form. 

Outreach Day is coming... 

K 

Rice students participate in Outreach Day, The annual event will take place September 12 this year. 

Student Activities. "I think we caught 
them early rather than rushing them 
through all the orientations during 
O-Week," he said. 

'/ think maybe last year 

helped more than it 

hurt. It...caused a lot 

more work for the 

council, but it made 

people more aware of 

us. 

-Steve Tran 

According to abstracts, last year 
19 cases resulted from accusations 
by professors, and 17 from accusa-
tions by students, including graders 
and teaching assistants. In six cases, 
no information on the accuser was 
available. Of the cases after case six, 
17 accusations were from students, 

and 13 were from professors. In 1990-
91, of the cases in which abstracts 
were available, ten accusations were 
from professors and six from stu-
dents. The previous year all the ac-
cusations came from professors. 

Tran said hedid notth ink case six 
heightened awareness more among 
students than among faculty. "I think 
both groups were affected." 

As in previous years, the prepon-
derance of the cases concerned sci-
ence or engineer ing classes. Al-
though the type of class could not 
always be identified from the ab-
stracts, of those that could, 20 were 
in science classes, and 13 were in the 
humanities or social sciences. 

"I think overall probably the logi-
cal thing is that SE courses are a lot 
more straightforward, you have as-
signments, problem sets, and code. 
It's more difficult for a professor to 
de termine whether cheat ing oc-
curred in an academ class," said Tran 

He also felt that lower level science 
courses were the source of more 
cases than upper level courses. "In 
the upper level c lasses you get 
projects and bigger assignments thai 
are harder to cheat on," he said. 

Rice Alcohol and Drug Behavior Survey 

The Health Education Office sent an anonymous questionnaire to 665 
students last semester. Three hundred thirty-five students from all 
colleges responded.Below are some of the results. The complete 
results are available from the Health Education Office on request. 

Have you ever had an alcoholic beverage to drink? 
1992: Yes: 91.3% 1987: Yes: 83% 

No: 8.7% No: 17% 

During the past seven days, how many beers did you drink? 
None: 57.1% 1: 9.3% 
2-4: 16.1% 5-7: 5.3% 
8-10 4.3% 11+7.4% 

During the past seven days, how many glasses of wine or coolers did 
you drink? 

None: 79.6% 1:6.5% 
2-4: 8.6% 5-7: 0.9% 
8-10:0.6% 11+: 0.6% 
No response: 3.1% 

During the past seven days, how many shots and/or mixed drinks did 
you drink? 

None: 66.7% 1:8.0% 
2-4: 13.9% 5-7: 6.5% 
8-10:1.2% 11+: 2.2% 
No response: 1.5% 

When have you experienced each of the following as a result/side 
effect of your drinking behavior? 

Hangover: 
Never: 40.1% 
Not in past 2 months: 34.3% 
In past 2 months: 25.3% 

Vomited: 
Never: 40.4% 
Not in past 2 months: 44.1% 
In past 2 months: 15.1% 

Unwanted sex: 
Never: 78.7% 
Not in past 2 months: 15.1% 
In past 2 months: 5.6% 

Reasons for drinking: 
Have fun: 37.7% 
Like the taste: 13.3% 
Curiosity: 5.6% 

, Boredom :2.2% 
To fit in: 1.5% 
To forget problems: 0.0% 

Passed out: 
Never 63.3% 
Not in past 2 months: 24.4% 
In past 2 months: 11.7% 

Blackout: 
Never 77.5% 
Not in past 2 months: 13.9% 
In past 2 months: 8.3% 

Be sociable: 17.0% 
To relax: 7.5% 
Get drunk: 4.0% 
To feel different- 1.9% 
To cheer myself up: 0.3% 
Other reason: 8.3% 

Have vou ever dr iven a car after drinking: 
Yes: 39.5% No: 59.6% 

Have vou ever ridden in a car with a drunk driver? 
Yes: 45.1% No: 54.1% 

On how many occasions, if any, have vou used marijuana? 
Never: 69.0% ' 1-2:"9.0% 
3-5: 5.9% 6-9: 4.2% 
10-19: 4.8% 20-39: 2.0% 
40+: 5.1% 

Have you ever used cocaine? 
No: 98.0% Yes: 2.0% 

Have you ever used amphetamines? 
No: 95.8% Yes: 4.2% 

On how many occasions, if ever, have you used psychedelic drugs? 
Never: 90.4% 1-2: 4.2% 
3-5: 2.0% 6-9: 0.9% 
10-19: 1.7% 20-39: 0.9% 



6 FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 1992 THE RICE THRESHER 
NEWS 

YOU'RE ALL INVITED!! 

COME TO THE SA-GSA 
WELCOME (BACK) 

FIESTA 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 
TG AT 4:30 PM 

FOOD AT 5:30 PM 
[N THE KMC (JLOISTERS 

• M10SHO2 
FAOlI'lMIM 

'' r j ' ; r j i T r j i ' i r j f n t ' i ri. n . 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

a 

Faculty, staff protest park-
ing fee 

An unknown person or persons 
has circulated a petition among fac-
ulty and staff members protesting 
the $75 parking fee. The petition 
reads, "I hereby wish to protest the 
imposition of a $75 parking fee for 
close-in lots, and serve notice that if I 
am not assigned to the lot of my 
preference without charge that I will 
no longer make any voluntary or 
elective contributions to Rice Uni-
versity, including, but not limited to, 
the Rice General Fund, Alumni Or-
ganization, United Way, or Athletic 
ticket sales." Respondents are asked 
to send their petitions to the campus 
police. Campus Police Chief Mary 
Voswinkel said she has received 65 
or 70 petitions to date, and continues 
to receive one or two a day. 

Board members make Texas 
100 

Three members of the Rice Board 
of Governors are among Texas' 100 
richest people, according to Texas 
Monthly. John Lee Cox is worth $300 
million, I^ouisa Stude Sarofim is worth 
$250 million, and William Pettus 
Hobby shares a fortune of $525 mil-
lion with two other family members. 

Tsanoff winners announced 
The Philosophy Department has 

announced the winners of the Tenth 

Annual Tsanoff Scholarship Prizes. 
The prizes are awarded to the best 
essays written each year in philoso-
phy classes at the 300 level or above. 
Raymond Ng, a Hanszen transfer 
student, won first place for his essay 
"Concerning Chisholm's Analysis of 
Knowledge in the Foundations of 
Knowing." He will receive $3,350 in 
prize money. Second place went to 
Benjamin Hippen, a Wiess sopho-
more, for his essay "Bowers v. 
Hardwick." Hippen will receive $900. 

Jones gets new RAs 
Jones Resident Associate Emmy 

Alvarez has left Rice. She has been 
replaced by History Professor Carol 
Quillen and Mathematics Professor 
Terry Lohrenz. 

Reserve Room changes policy 
In order to improve the security 

of reserve materials in Fondren li-
brary, they will now be housed in a 
closed area to the right of the en-
trance to the periodicals room Stu-
dents are not permitted to enter the 
area, but can request specific read-
ings. 

Students must bring their Rice ID 
in order to use reserve materials. 
Check-out periods are designated by 
the professor placing the material on 
reserve. Materials returned late are 
subject to a fine of $1.20 per hour, to 
a maximum of $30 per item. 

Errata 
The News in Brief story "New Staff join Psych Services" in the Aug. 

21 issue contained an error. The staff named are part of the Rice 
Counseling Center. The Psychiatric and Counseling Service no longer 
exists at Rice, having become the Rice Counseling Center in July 1991. 

The "Jacks enliven O-Week" story in the same issue also contained 
errors. Lovett college, not Hanszen, pasted "DR" stickers over Sid 
Richardson's "Sid Rules" stickers. Several witnesses have expressed 
doubt about the article's statement that the water fight in the Hanszen 
commons left one-and-a-half inches of water on the floor. Also, some 
Lovett members reportedly returned to the scene of the jack to towel 
off wet Hanszen members. Finally, the quote appearing in the fourth 
paragraph was made by Susan Wood, master of Lovett, not Hanszen 
College Master Dennis Huston. 

m 

The Macintosh 

i \ \ \ S 3 S 
OH v i l l i . 

Apple Macintosh PowerBook" 1-iS -tAi Apple Macintosh Classic' II Apple Macintosh LC 11 

11 i > ' \ \ \ 'O > < % SSI 
: 

Apple Macintosh Ilsi 

Get over '400 worth of preloaded software when you buy one of the aid like this is only available through October 15,1992 - and only at 
Apple® Macintosh® computers shown above at our best prices ever. 
And if you are interested in financing options, be sure to ask for 
details about the Apple Computer Loan. But hurry, because student 

For more information visit 

The Rice Bookstore 
6100 Main Street or call 527-4052 

• CPU Prices O n l y 

your authorized Apple campus reseller. 

•CORRECT 
GRAMMAR (nfeiki.ii 

(. '.reatot 

l1'1'- Apple Computer, hit Apple, the Apple logo, and Mat intosli arc registered trademarks ol Apple ( oniputer. ln< Cla.sMi is a registered trademark licensed to \pplc ( omputer. Iiu I'ouerBook is a trademark oi Apple ( omftdterTTrtaThe Random House Encyclopedia is a trademark 
I Random 11< mse. In< Amern an Heritage Kin tronu I)i< tionarv Kin tr< mi< Thesaurus, and (.<>rre< Text" developed In Himghion Mifflin Compam publisher ol The Amem an Heritage I in>nar\ and Koget s II I he New I hesaurus (.<irret Text underlying technology develi >ped by 
mguage Systems. Iiu Calendar Creator is a trademark < >1 I'o\sei I ;• s< »(tware ( < np< nation l\< MimeW tiler istrademark i >! B» i it ware N >fu\ are ( ompan\ Int \1! pr< xluct names are the trademark < >1 their respet live h< »li lers. (M'ler good on the Mat intosh PowerBook In » tO configuration 
riK \I1 (jualilvmg < i mipuiers 11»me preloaded with s<iltware and elei in»iik his . 4 mstnu n<wis I )iskv and printed manuals aie not iiu lutled in this (.(U-r 



THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 1992 7 

St* 

V / / " 

i. , ^ / 

(Kly ^ofyl thinks dll 107<9f do if go 
through phdte$'. ' Y o u c h a n g e d y o u r m a j o r 

a g a i n ? N o w it's £thh/cPance B>r/y>/? 

a re y o u going to come to your fehfet and 

pick Something feftfrkle ? ((igh) Well, I 
q u e # i f ^ Jufl a n o t h e r p h a f e . ' So I fold her, 
'Give me a k r e a k M a . I m e a n I K e p t the 
Tame phone company a// €ur year/^.. 

S h e w a * impretfed" 

o matter what phase of college life you're in, 
AT&T can help you through it. Just choose AT&T 
Long Distance. And you'll become a member 

of AT&T Student Saver Plus, a line of products and ser-
vices designed specifically to meet your needs while you're 
in college. 

.Our Reach Out* Plans can save you money on AT&T Lon< 
Distance, no matter when and where you call. Call Manager* be impressed. 

will separate your AT&T Long Distance calls from those 
k j f i P P i v n n r r n n m n v j t p c m c i k p T h p A T & T Cci 1 lin*T C a r r i Ipfc v n n your roommates make. The AT&T Calling Card lets you 

call from almost anywhere to anywhere. Also, when 
you sign up for AT&T, your first call is free** 

And with AT&T, you'll get the most reliable long dis-
tance service. 

So ask about AT&T Student Saver Plus. You too, will 

To sign up for AW Student Saver Plus, call 1800 654-0471 Ext. 848. 
(£> 1992 AT&T 'This service may not be available in residence halls on your campus Must haw true touch tone telephone and service • • Y<*i'll receive one AT&T I. D ('.en i (irate equivalent to 11 minutes 

of direct dialed coast to coast, night and weekend calling based on rates effective 6/H/92 You could get nwre or fewer minutes depending on whtiv or whin y*m call Ofler limited to one certificate per stink-tit 

AT&T 

o 



8 FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 1992 THE RICE THRESHER NEWS 

OF WHOOPING CRANES AND 
This is a draft of Philosophy Pnv 

fessor Larry Temkin's faculty ad-
dress, delivered to the class of 1996 
last Thursday in Hamman Hall. It has 
been self-censored by Professor 
Temkin. 

Introduction 
Thank you. It is a great honor and 

privilege for me to be addressing you 
today. I won't lie and tell you what a 
great pleasure it is—in fact the pros-
pect of delivering this address 
pretty much ruined the whole 
summer for me—but it's an undeni-
able honor to follow in the footsteps 
of some of Rice's finest teachers in 
delivering the faculty address to the 
incoming class of 1996—or in some 
cases, 1997.... 98 .... 99, and beyond. 

I find it somewhat disconcerting 
and ironic that I, a philosopher, have 
been asked to deliver this address. 
After all, on the scale of human his-
tory, it wasn't all that long ago that 
Socrates, the first of the great west-
ern philosophers, was put to death 
for the charge of corrupting the youth. 
The optimist in me wants to take this 
as a sign of how far Western Civili-
zation has advanced in the 2400 years 
since Socrates'sdeath.The pessimist 
in me takes this as a sign of how far 
Western Civilization has sunk— 
people no longer worry about phi-
losophers corrupting the youth, since 
no one pays much attention to the 
ramblings of philosophers anyway, 
and since the job of corrupting the 
youth has long since been taken by 
MTV and the like! 

Since I don't believe in kicking 
people when they're down, I've de-
cided not to say much about the Re-
publican National Convention. Still, I 
must confess that this week's activi-
ties have been a great source of 
comfort to me. They make me fairly 
confident that no matter how boring 

this lecture is, it will not be the 
worst lecture delivered in Houston 
this week. Moreover, I know that at 
least my garbage isn't being covered 
by 12,000 journalists, and beamed 
into millions of homes worldwide! 
Incidentally, I take some consolation 
in knowing that even if this lecture is 
pure dreck, I will have done my small 
part to enhance your Rice experi-
ence, since the rest of your Rice lec-
tures will then shine by comparison. 

Two quick apologies before con-
tinuing. First, for those of you with 
refined sensibilities, I am sorry if my 
sometimes "colorful" language of-
fends you. My wife strongly urged 
that this address isn't the time or 
place for profanities, and she's right, 
of course. But believe it or not there's 
a point to my profanity, several points, 
in fact, that I'll let you figure out for 
yourselves. Besides, I can't swear at 
home—because I have three won-
derful impressionable young chil-
dren, and I don't drink, smoke, do 
drugs, or run around, so what the , 
it seems everyone oughtto be entitled 
to one mildly obnoxious vice—and 
mine's swearing. 

Second, I apologize to those who 
think I am being disrespectful of you 
or Rice, by not wearing a suit and tie 
on such an august occasion. I know 
full well that ideally, an imposing 
lecturer will be tall, speak in a deep 
booming voice, and speak in slow, 
measured, terms that drip with pro-
fundity in their very resonance— 
preferably, of course, with an East 
Coast Harvard accent. And since none 
of these hold true of me, perhaps the 
least I could do to get you to hang on 
my every word and take'this lecture 
seriously is to dress the part. But I'm 
sorry, if I wanted to wear a suit and tie 
in Houston in August, I would have 
made a reservation for the funny farm 
long ago—or decided to become an 
accountant! Since neither of those 
are true I am reduced to asking you 
to judge this talk not by how it sounds/ 
or by how I appear, but by what I say. 
A novel notion, I know, in the era of 
10 second sound bites and blow dried 
anchorpeople, but one worth trying 

nonetheless. 
By now you've already been wel-

comed to Rice, and or iented , 
reoriented, and disoriented ad nau-
seam. So I shall dispense with the 
usual, "Pleased to meet you—We're 
so glad you're here—You've made a 
fantastic choice—Wee is without a 
doubt the very best school in the 
nation"—and so on. Instead, I want 
to focus on two sets of related topics. 
The first concerns issues of personal 
character and development. The sec-
ond raises issues about the relation 
between individual and collective 
responsibility. Unlike some lectures 
I might have given you, there is noth-
ing original or earthshaking in this 

whether to return to the same old 
well-trodden path. 

Oh sure, most of us usually have 
views about the big issues—abor-
tion, capital punishment, equality, 
freedom, nuclear weapons, democ-
racy, the environment, and so on. 
Indeed, we usually have firm views 
about these issues. But how many of 
us have really taken the time to be-
come well-informed about such is-
sues? How many of us seriously con-
sider the implications and conse-
quences of our views? Or why we 
hold the views we do? 

A few years ago I was sitting at a 
lunch table at Jones College. A nine-
teen year old sophomore who had 

It's an undeniable honor to follow in the footsteps 
of some of Rice's finest teachers in delivering the 
faculty address to the incoming class of 1996—or 
in some cases, 1997.... 98.... 99, and beyond. 
lecture. Indeed, many of my remarks 
may strike you as obvious, and hence 
uninteresting. But, unfortunately, 
sometimes the deepest and most 
important truths are ones it is all too 
easy to lose sight of in the daily living 
of our lives. Part of the point of this 
lecture is to remind you of some 
obvious truths that may, perhaps, be 
worth bearing in mind in the months 
and years ahead. 

Let me preface my remarks by 
presenting and briefly commenting 
on two passages from the French 
writer, philosopher, and mathemati-
cian, Blaise Pascal. 

In the Pensies Pascal writes: 
Nothing is so important to man as 

his state: nothing more fearful than 
eternity. Thus the fact that there ex-
ist men who are indifferent to the 
loss of their being and the peril of an 
eternity of wretchedness is against 
nature. With everything else they 
are quite different; they fear the most 
trifling things, foresee and feel them; 
and the same man who spends so 
many days and nights in fury and 
despair at losing some office or at 
some imaginary affront to his honor 
is the very one who knows that he is 
going to lose everything through 
death, but feels neither anxiety nor 
emotion. It is a monstrous thing to 
see one and the same heart at once so 
sensitive to minor things and so 
strangely insensitive to the greatest. 

Elsewhere Pascal notes: 
It is deplorable to see everybody 

debating about the means, never the 
end. Everyone thinks about how he 
will get on in his career, but when it 
comes to choosing a career or a 
country it is fate that decides for us. 

It is pitiful to see so many Turks, 
heretics, unbelievers follow in their 
fathers'footsteps, solely because they 
have all been brought up to believe 
that this is the best course. 

Now Pascal was writing in 17th 
century France, and his concerns 
were mainly religious in nature. 
Three hundred and fifty years later, 
here in America, not everyone shares 
Pascal's particular religious con-
cerns. Still, Pascal has expressed a 
deep and enduring truth, one as ap-
plicable to modern America as it was 
to 17th century France. Roughly, it is 
that precious few of us ever stop to 
think, and I me^n truly think, about 
the really big and important issues. 
Who are we? Where are we headed? 
Why are we headed there? Few of us 
ever interrupt our daily rituals to se-
riously entertain such questions. 

We are so engaged in the trivial 
minutia of everyday life—what 
clothes should I wear, which CD 
should I buy, should I finish my 
jiomework or go out with my friends, 
what can I do to increase or decrease 
my chances of getting —that it is 
rare when we even bother to "stop 
and smell the roses" let alone pause 
long enough to even cons ider 

never been outside of Texas was as-
serting with complete confidence that 
the North might be a nice place to 
visit sometime, but that it is not the 
sort of place one would ever want to 
live. This was met with general 
agreement, indeed, without a single 
dissenting comment from the other 
students, who, likewise, had never 
lived outside the South. What do they 
know about what it would be like to 
live in the North? They've never been 
there. They happened to be born in a 
particular section of a particular 
country with a particular form of gov-
ernment and were raised in a particu-
lar religion. What makes them so 
bloody sure, as they all seemingly 
were, that their section of the coun-
try, form of government, and religion 
are the very best ones in the whole 
world? 

Do they realize that such thinking 
is not merely parochial, but damag-
ing to themselves, their country, and 
the world at large? Do they realize, to 
cite justone concrete and fairly trivial 
example, that Rice University suffers 

College represents a 
chance for you to make 
a fresh start.... You 
cannot undo your past. 
But you need not be a 
slave to it. 

from the exact same sort of reason-
ing—or lack thereof—as many out-
standing students and faculty from 
the North, East, and West won't even 
consider coming to Rice because they 
can't imagine living in a place where, 
as they picture it, everyone wears 
cowboy boots and cacti abound? 

As a philosopher, and in particu-
lar, a moral philosopher, I would like 
to see people seriously think about 
the starting places, presuppositions, 
and preconceptions which play such 
an important role in their lives. Like 
Pascal, I would at least like to see 
them consider the meaningfulness 
and importance of the ends they so 
vigorously pursue. Moreover, we in 
the United States have a special re-
sponsibility to consider such mat-
ters, because, in a very real sense, we 
are in a position to affect the course 
of history to an extent undreamed of 
in past generations. The decisions— 
or non-decisions—that we in the 
United States make today about 
chemical and nuclear arms, the envi-
ronment, human rights, world hun-
ger, health care, education, trade 
agreements, and so on, may well have 
a substantial and lasting affect on 
both present and future generations 
throughout the world. 

It is in that spirit that I want to call 
your attention to several points of 
personal, intellectual, and social sig-
nificance. In doing this, I hope to give 
you just a taste—a brief and rough 
sampling—of a few considerations 
that everyone should be aware of, 
but to which, alas, far too many are 
completely oblivious. 

Personal Discovery and De-
velopment 

Let me start by asking a very 
simple question: How many of you 
know who you are? I realize that may 
sound like an incredibly silly ques-
tion. Worse, it may strike you as a 
typical philosopher's question—stu-
pid and irrelevant—perhaps like the 
question, how do you know that you 
have a nose on your face and not just 
a large pimple, or that you even have 
a face and are not simply a brain in a 
vat, or a part of some other creature's 
bad dream. But the question I have 
asked is not silly, stupid, or irrel-
evant. And it is not simply a version of 
philosophical skepticism. I am ask-
ing you a basic, fundamental, ques-
tion about who you are—and I sub-
mit that most of you don't know, 
indeed that most of you couldn't yet 
know the answer to that question, 
and that the fact that this is so is both 
revealing and important. 

Of course, you all know your 
names, and since you're Rice stu-
dents, and not Cougars or Aggies, 
you probably even know your social 
security numbers! But despite what 
the credit and federal agencies seem 
to believe, who you are has virtually 
nothing do with your name, social 
security number, or any of the other 
identifying monikers or appellations 
which society assigns to you. As the 
philosopher Derek Parfit argues, who 
you are has to do with the physical 
and psychological continuities be-
tween the different segments of your 
lives. Thus, your essence is largely 
determined by the nature and pat-
tern of your memories, experiences, 
hopes, desires, beliefs, aims, and so 
on. Modern psychologists might sum 
up these elements in terms of your 
personality, the ancients might have 
spoken in terms of your individual 
virtues or character. So what's the 

point of all this you may be won-
dering?The point is that your charac-
ter is revealed by your actions in 
different circumstances, and neither 
you nor anyone else can know in 
advance what your character is until 
they see how you act in appropriate 
circumstances. 

Let me explain my point in Aristo-
telian terms. Aristotle, who was as 
attuned to the nature and origin of 
the virtues, or character, as any mod-
ern person, insisted that virtue was a 
disposition, acquired by habit. So, for 
example, to be brave was to be dis-
posed to stand firm in the face of 
danger, to be honest was to be dis-
posed to act truthfully in dealing with 
others, to be kind was to be disposed 
to comfort those in need, and so on. 
Moreover, Aristotle insisted that it is 
in the course of our dealings with our 
fellow men and women that we ac-
quire the character or virtues that we 
do and, more particularly, that like 
activities produce like dispositions. 
So, for example, Aristotle felt that if, 
in our dealings with others, we con-
tinually act bravely on those occa-
sions which warrant such actions, 
then eventually we will develop the 
habit of acting in such ways, i.e. be 
disposed to act in such ways, at which 
point we will have the virtue of brav-
ery. 

Yes, I know, you're still all wori-
dering what the this has to do 
with you, or with the fact that you're 
starting college. Be patient I'm get-
ting there. But a good argument, like 
a good thriller, cannot get to its con-
clusion until all its premises are in 
place. On Aristotle's view we don't 
really know whether someone is 
brave—until we see how they act in 
the face of danger. It isn't enough to 

talk the talk, you have to walk the 
walk. Thus we might have two people 
both of whom have supposedly been 
trained to be brave, both of whom 
talk bravely, and both of whom seem 
brave, yet when confronted with an 
enemy soldier or an oncoming lion 
one of them stands and fights while 
the other turns tail and runs. Indeed, 
more interestingly, we might have 
the loud, arrogant, rambo volunteer 
who confidently marches off to war 
and glory, and the drafted poet who 
marches to the front with despair 
and doubt, yet when the bullets start 
flying it may well be the latter who is 
brave, and the former cowardly. 

College is a time of intense learn-
ing. And if you're lucky, much of that 
learning will be stimulating, chal-
lenging, exciting, and fun. But the 
most important lessons you learn in 
the coming years will not be graded. 
They are lessons about life. And 

Many of you think you 
know what you want to 
major in. Most also 
think you know which 
courses youd most 
like. Please note: most 
of you are wrong. 

among these, one of the most impor-
tant lessons you will learn—if you're 
careful, thoughtful, and fortunate— 
is who you are, and who you want to 
be. 

Up to now, most of you have lived 
lives not unlike the animals in a psy-
chology lab, or perhaps, more accu-
rately, like the animals that are raised 
in captivity from infancy on to be 
reintroduced into the wild when they 
are mature. The trainers who rear 
animals to return to the wild do ev-
erything they can to prepare their 
charges for life on the outside. But 
they can never know in advance if 
their efforts will be successful. Some 
animals make a successful break and 
flourish, others survive with varying 
degrees of success, some simply per-
ish, and of course some animals 
refuse to leave their controlled envi-
ronment. They simply cannot, or will 
not, go out on their own. 

Till now most of you have lived in 
a controlled environment. You have 
been pushed and pulled by a slew of 
outside forces—including family, 
friends, peers, religion, teachers, and 
others. Some of you have been 
pushed and pulled too hard, others 
weren't pushed and pulled enough, 
but which of you is which is not yet— 
and in fact may never be—known. 
What is clear is that most of you are 
now in a setting unlike any you have 
been in before. Most of you are now 
free in a profoundly new way. The 
strings to your past have not been 
cut—and if you're lucky they never 
will be—but for most of you they are 
now looser than they have ever been 
previously, and in some ways they 
are perhaps as loose as they ever will 
be again. Like the whooping cranes 
or condors released back into the 
wild, you are, for better or worse, 
now in a position to fly off into direc-
tions you've never before headed. To 
paraphrase Nietzsche, your horizon 
is now open and free. Go for it! But 
there are dangers in the open—some 
are already known to you, but many 
are not And the dangers aren't just 
physical, they are social, psychologi-
cal, and moral. You must choose 
wisely. 

Most of you have been typecast 
from an early age. As long as you can 
remember, your family, friends, or 
peers have pigeonholed you as 
brainy, funny, rich, beautiful, athletic, 
musical, artistic, or whatever. And to 
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a large extent much of your life has, 
unavoidably, involved living up to, or 
down to, the labels and expectations 
of o thers . College represents a 
chance for you to make a fresh start. 
Nobody here has to know that you 
were a rotten five-year-old, sucked 
your thumb till you were ten, had 
braces for five years, were covered 
with pimples from 13 to 15, were the 
tallest girl or shortest boy in the class 
till the 9th grade, didn't start shaving 
or menstruating till 16, or that your 
nick name—"the big one"—stems 
from a toilet incident that occurred 
when you were two! Such factors, 
which may have played an absurdly 
profound role on your reception by 
others and, hence, on your concep-
tion of yourself, need not follow you 
here. You cannot undo your past. But 
you need not be a slave to it. 

To switch metaphors yet again, 
college is like a crucible into which 
each of you have been dropped. As 
the crucible heats up you will find out 
what you are made of. Some of you 
who most have thought to be solid 
gold, will turn out to have been merely 
gold plated. While others, who most 
have assumed to be cheap alumi-
num, will turn out to be platinum. But 
the important point is that as you 
discover what you are made of, you 
can change the mix. 

Much of college is about making 
choices. It is about you making your 
own choices about an array of com-
plex and important issues. This is an 
election year, and you must choose 
whether to get involved, and if so to 
what extent Predictably, some ofyou 
will go to great effort to vote absen-
tee, and in so doing begin a lifelong 
pattern of active citizenship. By the 
same token, many of you will decide 
you don't care, that the two candi-
dates stink, or that you don't have 
time or can't be bothered, and in so 
doing many of you will begin a pat-
tern of political apathy. Similarly, 
while at Rice you will have numerous 
opportunities to participate in RSVP, 
the Rice Student Volunteer Program. 
Some of you will join enthusiasti-
cally, others will participate sporadi-
cally or reluctantly, others will think 
it is worth doing, and will plan to help 
"the next time" but be too busy this 
time, and others will think the whole 
think a big waste of time. And pre-
dictably, here, too, many of you will 
lay the foundation for a lifelong pat-
tern of volunteer involvement—or 
lack thereof. In college you don't 
merely decide whether its okay to 
have a lover, you decide, perhaps for 
the first time, whether it matters if 
your lover is the same religion, the 
same race, the same nationality, the 
same sex, the same species, and for 
someofyou—God forbid—a Yankee! 
You will make choices about clubs, 
legal and illegal entertainment, 
friendship, religion, race, class, ma-
jors, the honor code, and a host of 
other issues which will substantially 
influence the content of your experi-
ences, and in so doing you will deeply 
influence the nature of your hopes, 
desires, beliefs, and aims. Corre-
spondingly, your choices will not only 
reveal much about who you are, they 
will, to a very large extent, determine 
who you will become. Thus, the 
choices you make during college do 
not merely affect your job prospects, 
they profoundly affect the kind of 
people, and forms of life, for which 
you are suited. So, again, I urge you 
to choose wisely. 

Let me conclude this portion of 
the talk by briefly commenting on 
two topics: the honor code, and your 
selection of courses and majors. 

By now all of you will have been 
"oriented" about Rice's Honor Code. 
You will have been told the Honor 
Code's provisions, and that it is an 
integral feature of the Rice Experi-
ence. Many of you will also have 
been told about recent controversies 
surrounding the Honor Code, with 
the attending arguments for and 
against retain ing the current system. 

But despite all this, many of you will 
fail to seriously reflect about the 
Honor Code's requirements, or the 
point of its provisions. 

I have met many seniors who th ink 
it ludicrous that they should write on 
each paper or exam "I have notgiven 
or received any help on this exam." 
And their reaction is perfectly under-
standable. What's the point? they 
wonder. By the time the paper or 
exam is turned in, the person either 
has or hasn't cheated, and if some-
one is willing to cheat on an exam, 
why wouldn't he be willing to lie about 
it? 

But such reasoning misses much 
of the point of the Honor System. 
There is an old saying, that the lock 
is for the honest person. Most locks 
won't slow a committed thief for five 
minutes, but they prevent generally 
honest people from being tempted to 
do someth ing they know they 
shouldn't Similarly, the Honor Code 
serves as a preventive reminder for 
the generally honest student—the 
vast majority of you—of what is and 
is not acceptable academic behavior. 
Moreover, each time you hand in 
your own work, and write down your 
pledge, you are making a self-con-
scious act of honesty. At first this may 
have no special meaning for you, and 
be nothing more than a tiresome 
nuisance, but if Aristotle is right, such 
actions, systematically repeated 
throughout your undergraduate ca-
reer, can have a subtle, yet nonethe-
less significant and lasting effect. 
Over time they may confirm in you 
the habit or disposition of being hon-
est or trustworthy. You may become 
the sort of person who is does not 
merely act honestly or trustfully on 
most occasions, but who genuinely 

The most important 

lessons you learn in the 

coming years will not 

be graded. They are 

lessons about life. 
has the virtue of being honest and 
trustworthy. Of course, this may all 
sound like philosophical or psycho-
logical wishful thinking, but if it is 
not, then the Honor Code has a much 
larger significance than most sus-
pect. 

On the other hand, the Honor 
Code also has inherent dangers. For 
example, most students co me to Rice 
having learned that no one likes a 
tattle tale, a rat, a squealer, a fink. So, 
when a student sees another cheat-
ingthey mustdecidewhetherto abide 
by the Honor Code, or keep quiet 
and "mind their own business." Most 
students want to believe they are 
only really violating the Honor Code 
if they themselves cheat, not if they 
fail to turn in another. But of course 
they know better. Thus here, as else-
where, you must make a choice. And 
here, as elsewhere, the choice you 
make may notonly be revealing about 
the kind of person you are, but about 
the kind of person you are likely to 
become. The famous philosopher 
Immanuel Kant believed that those 
who let wrongdoers go unpunished, 
participate in the wrongdoing them-
selves. This is an extremely impor-
tant and controversial position, with 
far-reaching implications for our-
selves and society. Unfortunately, 
most people in our society unthink-
ingly act as if Kant is wrong. You can 
follow their lead, or decide ior your-
selves to what extent, if any, you thin k 
Kant is r ight 

Let me next offer some practical 
advice about your selection ofcourses 
and majors. Many of you think you 
know what you want to major in. 
Most also think you know which 
courses you'd most like. Please note: 
most of you are wrong. The vast ma-

jority of undergraduates end up ma-
joring in an area other than the one 
they thought they were going to 
major in when they got here—and 
believe it or not that is a good thing! 
There is a terrible mentality at Rice 
that people who switch majors must 
be failures and/or mental midgets. 
Much better, some think, you should 
tough out your first choice, and if, by 
chance, you find other areas you like 
better, add them on as double, triple, 
or quadruple majors. Unfortunately, 
such thinking is pervasive, and is 
often fed into by parents, peers, and 
some teachers. It's hogwash. Pure 
garbage. And unfortunately this 
mentality is responsible for untold 
amounts of needless angst, and edu-
cationally unsound practices. 

You're here to learn, and one of 
the most important things you can 
learn in college is what subjects you 
really care about. College isn't just a 
variation of high school. There are 
whole majors here in areas in which 
the majority of you haven't even had 
a course? How can you possibly know, 
for example, that you wouldn't want 
to major in anthropology, art and art 
history, ancient mediterranean stud-
ies, biochemistry and cell biology, 
economics, electrical or mechanical 
engineering, sociology, space phys-
ics and astronomy, or my own field, 
philosophy, to name just a sampling 
Rice's many majors. The truth is that 
most of you are no more in a position 
to make firm judgments about these 
majors than the Jones sophomore I 
referred to earlier was in a position to 
make informed judgments about the 
North. For that matter, even areas 
where you have had a lot of courses 
are often radically different at the 
college level than they were in grade 
or high school. Forexample,toknow 
whether you will find college level 
history interesting you need to take a 
college level history course—and 
perhaps more than one! It would be a 
great mistake to write off such an 
important and interesting subject, 
because you happened to have a bor-
ing 9th grade history teacher. 

The point of these remarks should 
be patently clear, but let me hammer 
it home. Don't box yourself into any 
particular major or set of courses 
from day one. Its okay to have con-
crete goals, and to think you know 
where you want to be five years from 
now, but its crucial that you allow 
yourself the opportunity to develop 
intellectually and personally. Explore 
what the academy has to offer. Find 
out what really interests you, what 
stimulates you, what's fun! Find out 
who you are, and really think about 
the kind of person you want to be. 

I can't tell you how many students 
I meet who put off most of their elec-
tives till their senior year only to find 
out, when it is too late, that they 
would much rather have majored in 
another area. Even sadder, I have 
met students who, as seniors, look 
me in the eye and tell me they wanted 
to take some course of mine more 
than any other Rice course, but that 
because of their major, or the fact 
that they were double or triple ma-
jors, they were never able to fit it into 
their schedule. I'm sorry, but either 
these students were lying to me or 
themselves about how badly they 
wanted to take my course, or some-
thing is seriously wrong about the 
way they have gone about getting an 
education. If you're taking so many 
majors, or majoring in an area which 
is so demanding, that you don't have 
time to take the courses which seem 
most interesting or important to you, 
then I strongly urge that you either 
spend an extra year or two in college, 
or that you change or drop your ma-
jor or majors. Rice University isn't a 
vocational school. You're notjusthere 
to get job training. You're here to 
learn—about yourself, others, and 
the world around you. When your 
major or degree requirements start 
interfering with such learning, it's 
time to seriously rethink the path 

you re on. 
Similarly, it makes me sick when 

I hear of students who avoid certain 
classes because they hear they're 
too hard and they don't want to ruin 
their GPA your GPA Your 
final grade in any one class doesn't 
mean diddlysquat in the grand 
scheme of th ings. If a course is great 
and you're interested in it—take it. 
Most of Rice's very best courses are 
hard. And they should be! This is 
college for God's sake. And Rice. If 
you spend your time at Rice avoiding 
all the hard courses, you may gradu-
ate with a Rice degree, but your un-
dergraduate education will be woe-
fully lacking—and the loss will be 
yours. 

So, takes lots of courses in lots of 
areas. And do so early in your Rice 
career, not late. Forget about being a 
triple major, and don't shy away from 

importance it has for an understand-
ing of the implications and shortcom-
ings of our democratic system, it 
may be illustrated briefly, and 
roughly, as follows: (see chart 1) 

Suppose, for simplicity, that our 
country is evenly divided into three 
groups of people—theAgroup.theB 
group, and the C group. The follow-
ing might well occur: together the 
country might democratically vote 
for an alternative which everyone 
agrees would be the worst alternative. 

The explanation of this is quite 
simple. Let us suppose that, collec-
tively, the country has to decide how 
much to fund three different areas of 
expenditures—military defense , 
public safety, and public welfare. Ig-
noring the hard core anarchists and 
libertarians, let us assume that ev-
eryone agrees each of these areas 
deserve some funding, but that ev-

Military Defense 

CHART 1 

Public Safety (e.g. 
health, crime, en-
vironment) 

Public Welfare (e.g. 
social secur i ty , 
education, the arts) 

A 
33.3% 

B 
33.3% 

C 
33.3% 

Yes Yes No 

Yes No Yes 

No Yes Yes 

hard courses, just because they're 
hard. Also, importantly, don't be 
afraid to take courses from suppos-
edly unpopular teachers. For a vari-
ety of reasons some of Rice's most 
knowledgeable and dedicated teach-
ers are not especially popular. Bear 
in mind that there are many reasons 
a teacher may be unpopular, and not 
all will be relevant to your situation. 
Find out the sort of teacher from 
whom you learn well, and seek them 
out. To return to my earlier meta-
phor, don't be afraid to stretch your 
wings in new directions. The horizon 
really is open to you, as it has never 
been before, and will rarely, if ever, 
be again. Don't blow this chance. 

So far, I have been talking about 
issues of personal discovery and de-
velopment Let me next address some 
ramifications of individual choices 
that we make. 

The Voter's Paradox, the 
Harmless Torturers, and Is-
sues of Individual and Collec-
tive Responsibility 

Since this is an election year, 1 
shall begin with the Voter's Paradox. 

The Voter's Paradox was recog-
nized by writers such as Rousseau, 
writing in 18th century France, and 
the Oxford logician Charles Dodgson 
writing in the 19th century (Dodgson, 
of course, is better known as Irwis 
Carroll). Yet is is startling how few 
people, even among academics, are 
aware of the Voter's Paradox and t he 

eryone also realizes that there sim-
ply aren't sufficient fund s to fully fu nd 
each of these areas. Specifically, ev-
eryone might agree that the very-
worst alternative would be to try to 
fully fund each area ofexpenditure— 
for example, doing so might lead to 
almost a four trillion dollar debt, 
which neither we, our children, nor 
the world's economy can afford!— 
but, predictably, people differ about 
which areas are our greatest priority. 

The following might then be true. 
The A group believes fervently that 
the government should fully fund 
military defense and public safety, 
but thinks we should only spend a 
little on public welfare. The B group 
believes equally fervently in fully 
funding military defense and public 
welfare, but would spend only a little 
on public safety. And the C group just 
as fervently supports fully funding 
public safety and public welfare, but 
would spend only a little on military 
defense. It then comes time to vote 
on how much the government should 
spend on each of the three areas. 
And guess what happens? Surprise, 
surprise! Since the A and B groups 
believe fervently that military defense 
should be fully funded, the vote for 
doing so is passed by an overwhelm-
ing majority of 2 /3 to 1/3. (Think 
about how, in a Presidential election, 
if one candidate were to receive 2/3 
oft he popular vote his election won Id 
be regarded as a landslide victory.) 
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Similarly, the vote for fully funding 
public safety is passed by an over-
whelming majority of 2/3 (theAand 
C groups) to 1/3 (the B group). And, 
of course, the vote for fully funding 
public welfare is passed by an over-
whelming majority of 2/3 (the B and 
C groups) to 1 / 3 (the A group). The 
upshot of all this is that while indi-
vidually each of the three groups 
may have a perfectly sane, plausible, 
and coherent setofviews, when these 
views express themselves in a fair, 
democratic process, collectively they 
lead to a result which everyone 
agrees is the worst possible outcome. 

Before commenting on some im-
plications of the Voter's Paradox, let 
me briefly note two other peculiar 
features of a democratic system. 
Have you even wondered why our 
elected leaders can't seem to make 
up their minds about some particu-
lar program or bill? One year fund-
ing for SDI, the Strategic Defense 
Initiative, is in, the next year it's out. 
Similarly for the MX missile, Stealth 
Bomber, Supercollider, AIDS Re-
search, NASA, Education, and a host 
of other areas? What's the problem 
here? Is the entire Congress suffer-
ing from Alzheimer's, or advanced 
dementia? Why can't they remem-
ber or abide by a decision that they 
themselves made just a short time 
earlier? Well, there are many expla-
nations of such phenomena, includ-
ing the obvious one of collective stu-
pidity, but one possible explanation 

difference. Note, if individuals have 
intransitive preferences, they are 
generally regarded by economists, 
psychologists, philosophers, and 
others, as irrational. As the econo-
mists love to point out, an individual 
with intransitive preferences can be 
money pumped. 

That is, suppose you prefer an 
Apple to a Banana, and a Banana to 
Cherries, but given the choice be-
tween an Apple and Cherries you 
prefer the Cherries. (Here we have 
fruit versions of A, B and C!) And 
suppose you start with a Banana. 
Since, by hypothesis, you genuinely 
prefer an Apple to a Banana, presum-
ably you will be willing to give me one 
measly nickel and your Banana for a 
nice juicy Apple. Similarly, since you 
genuinely prefer Cherries to an Apple, 
you should be willing to give me one 
measly nickel and your Apple for 
some nice red Cherries. But, then, 
since you genuinely prefer a Banana 
to Cherries, you should be willing to 
give me one measly nickel and your 

and thinks Cleo is a horrible choice. 
Suppose also that 33 percent of the 
electorate has a very slight prefer-
ence for Cleo over Beth, and thinks 
Andy is a horrible choice. Finally, 
suppose 32 percent of the electorate 
has a tremendously strong prefer-
ence for Beth, and thinks Cleo is a 
distant second and Andy is totally 
unacceptable. Looking at these fig-
ures, it seems clear that Beth best 
represents, while Andy wont repre-
sents, the interests and concerns of 
the electorate as a whole. Yet in a 
democratic society where the larg-
est vote getter wins, Andy would be 
elected, and if one required a pure 
majority, Beth wouldn't even make a 
run-off election. 

1 have been detailing a few of the 
reasons Winston Churchill once 
claimed: democracy is the worst form 
of government—except for every 
other. The lessons to be drawn from 
such considerations are many, but 
let me just mention a few. 

First, it is common for people to 
Cherries for this Banana that I just moan about this country's politi-
happen to have recently acquired! 
The result, of course, is that you have 
now spent 15 cents to end up with the 
very same—though now slightly 
mangled—Banana with which you 
started. And, of course, if you keep 
your intransitive preferences there is 
nothing to stop me from money 
pumping you again, and again, and 
again, until eventually I end up with 
all your money and you have abso-
lutely nothing to show for it. 

You can now see why many 
economists and others contend that 
it is irrational for an individual to have 

SDI 
versus 

AIDS Research 

CHART 2 

AIDS Research 
versus 

Supercollider 

SDI 
versus 

Supercollider 

A 
33.3% 

B 
33.3% 

C 
33.3% 

SDI AIDS Research SDI 

AIDS Research AIDS Research Supercollider 

SDI Supercollider Supercollider 

is that they are accurately represent-
ing the collective wishes of their con-
stituencies and, together, their con-
stituencies themselves have incon-
sistent, or at least intransitive prefer-
ences about the relative importance 
of the programs in question. Again, 
let me illustrate this possibility with 
a simple, crude example, (see chart 
2) Suppose that given the choice 
between funding SDI or AIDS Re-
search, the A group favors SDI, be-
tween funding AIDS Research and 
the Supercollider they favor AIDS 
Research, and between SDI or the 
Supercollider they favor SDI. This 
set of preferences is perfectly consis-
tent, and there are various reasons 
the A group might be committed to 
iL By the same token, its perfectly 
plausible thatthe B group might have 
a different set of preferences. They 
might favor funding AIDS Research 
over the Supercollider, the 
Supercollider over SDI, and AIDS 
Research over SDI. This, too, is a 
perfectly coherent set of preferences 
to which the B group might ratio-
nally be committed. Finally, the C 
group might be rationally commit-
ted to a third set of preferences. They 
might favor funding the Supercollider 
over SDI, SDI over AIDS Research, 
and the Supercollider over AIDS Re-
search. The problem, of course, is 
that while individually each of the 
three groups has a perfectly coher-
ent and transitive set of preferences, 
collectively they have an intransitive 
set of preferences. That is, if put to a 
vote,together groups A B.andC will 
vote by a 2/3 to 1/3 majority to fund 
SDI rather than AIDS Research, and 
AIDS Research rather than the 
Supercollider, but given the choice 
between SDI and the Supercollider, 
they would fund the latter rather 
t han the former. 

So who cares you ask? What dif-
ference does any of this make? Well 
unfortunately it can make a lot of 

intransitive preferences. But societ-
ies can be money pumped, just as 
individuals can—think about the 
costs involved each time a program is 
pushed forward, then slowed, then 
pushed again—and what we have just 
seen is that collectively our society 
might have a set of intransitive pref-
erences, even if none of its individu-
als do. 

I can't resist noting one final pecu-
liarity about the democratic system. 
It is common for people to complain 
about the fact that the best candi-
dates never seem to emerge from the 
primary process. If true, this is dis-
maying, but it is certainly not surpris-
ing. To survive the primary process it 
isn't important that one be able to 
appeal to the national electorate, all 

cians, and to write off the entire Con-
gress as stupid, crazy, irrational, and 
corrupt Disenchantment and disgust 
with politicians runs deep in this 
country, and it is often accompanied 
by the strong temptation to wash 
one's hands of the whole mess. 

But however deserving our politi-
cians are of a good kick in the the 
mess we are in isn't necessarily all the 
politician's fault. It is our fault too, and 
it is partly just the predictable result 
of our living in a pluralistic democ-
racy. We are not a homogeneous 
nation. We are a melting pot of inter-
ests, concerns, hopes, and desires. 
We have different views about what 
the good life is, the role of govern-
ment, and what is or isn't worth pur-
suing. One result of this is that when 
we elect people to genuinely repre-
sent our diverse interests nobody 
may be happy with the result. In-
deed, as we have seen, the result of 
such a process could be, and indeed 
seemingly is, a set of policies which 
we all agree are ruinous. 

People often say that the Ameri-
can public gets what they deserve. 
And I think they are right. But the 
suggestion always seems to be that 
the American public should be faulted 
for continually electing, and reelect-
ing, people who are incompetent, 
stupid, and/or corrupt. To be sure, 
Congress has its share of incompe-
tent and stupid sleazebags, but I doubt 
that it has more than most other 
professions, whether their members 
are doctors, lawyers, engineers, or 
professors. The truth is that many of 
our most pressing political problems 
stem not from the quality of our rep-
resentatives, but from the fact that 
we live in a pluralistic democracy, 
and we keep electing representatives 
to represent us, as individuals, rather 
than the collective interests of the 
nation as a whole. 

It is often said that behind the 
closed curtain of the voting booth 
people always vote their pocket-
books. They vote for what they see as 
in their own best interests, or those 
about whom they care. And in a sense, 
who can blame them? For most of the 

35% 
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that matters is that one can garner 
the support of a committed minority 
of one's party. Again, let me illustrate 
this point with a simplified case, (see 
chart 3) 

Suppose there were three candi-
dates running for national office, 
Andy, Beth, and Cleo—the personal-
ized versions of A, B, and C. Suppose 
that 35 percent of the electorate has a 
very preference for Andy over Beth, 

history of Western Civilization the 
dominant conception of individual 
rationality—of what it is for an indi-
vidual to be rational—has been that 
they act so as to promote the greatest 
satisfaction of themselves and those 
they care abouL Corresponding, in-
sofar as we are rational animals, 
whose interests are we supposed to 
look out for when we step into the 
voting booth if not our own and those 

we care about? Yet, as we have seen, 
in a pluralistic democracy this way of 
thinking can have disastrous conse-
quences. For if each of us votes in our 
own best interests, we together may 
be all worse off. 

So the main problem with our 
politicians isn't that they don't repre-
sent our concerns, rather it is that 
they represent them too well. How 
do you get elected? You pander to the 
interests of your electorate. How do 
you stay elected? You represent the 
interests of those who voted for you. 
What's the easiest—and practically 
only—way of getting booted out of 
office? Start devoting your attention 
to national or, worse yet, interna-
tional matters, so that the Political 
Action Committees can make the 

So who is responsible 

for the mess we're in. 

Not I, says one. Not I, 

says another. Not t, 

says a third. And in a 

very real sense they're 

right. None of them, 

individually, is 

responsible, but we, 

together, are. 

case that you are out of touch with 
the concerns of the people who 
elected you. 

I remember once asking a friend 
from Chicago why Chicagoans kept 
reelecting Richard Daly and his ma-
chine, despite the well documented 
instances of bigotry, police brutality, 
and political corruption. His answer 
was succinct and to the point. Daly 
funded his constituency's schools, 
and he made sure their garbage was 
collected on time. This story is writ 
both large and small in elections 
across the country. People vote for 
what's best for them, and let others 
worry about the results. 

Consider an example closer to 
home. Phil Gramm is, by all accounts, 
an earnest and honorable man. He is 
also one of the staunchest fiscal con-
servatives in the Senate, having co-
authored the Gramm-Rudmann 
amendment, and argued vociferously 
for a balanced budget amendment. 
Yet when it comes to matters of con-
cern to Texas, Gramm is always at 
the forefront of any fight He argues 
long and hard in favor of increased 
spending for NASA in favor of in-
creased spending for the 
Supercollider, in favor of keeping 
Texas Army and Air Force bases open 
that the Secretary of Defense—a fel-
low Republican—wants to close, and 
against increases in oil or gas taxes. 

Does this mean Phil Gramm is a 
bad person? No. Does it mean he is a 
poor Senator? Far from it! He is one 
of the most effective voices in the 
Senate, and he represents his con-
stituency well. The problem, of 
course, is that what is best for Texas 
isn't necessarily best for the rest of 
the country, and Phil Gramm isn't 
the only effective voice in the Senate. 
There are also effective voices rep-
resenting the electorates of Califor-
nia, New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Florida, Michigan, North 
Carolina, and so on. 

When people talk about the Con-
gress representing those "evil" spe-
cial interest groups, they are right. 
But it is all too easy to lose sight of 
who those special interest groups 
are. We are the special interest 
groups. The dairy farmers in Wis-
consin, the tobacco interests in the 
Carolinas, the coal miners in West 
Virginia, the truckers in New Jersey, 
the auto makers in Michigan, the 
researchers in Massachusetts, the 
oil interests inTexas, and on, and on, 
and on. If, indeed, special interests 
are the enemy, then as the political 
cartoonist Walt Kelly once put it, "we 
have met the enemy, and he is us." 

Let me conclude this portion of 
the talk with an intriguing example 
from the Derek Parfit Parfit asks us 

to consider a case which he calls the 
Harmless Torturers. It runs roughly 
like this. Suppose someone offered 
to give some money to you, those 
you love, or perhaps some worth-
while charity, if only you would throw 
a certain switch. As it happens, the 
switch you throw is connected to 
some wires attached to 1000 other 
people, and your throwing the switch 
increases the voltage running 
through those wires; but the increase 
isso slightthat infactthe people won't 
notice the difference between your 
throwing the switch and your not 
throwing the switch. 

Many believe that as this case is 
described, there would be nothing 
wrong with your throwing the switch. 
In fact, many believe that since the 
effect of your throwing the switch is 
imperceptible to the people who are 
hooked up to its wires, you cannot be 
harming them, and hence that there 
would be nothing wrong with your 
throwing it. 

Some might go further. Some 
might actually argue that under such 
circumstances it would be individu-
ally irrational of you not to throw the 
switch, since you could produce some 
definite good by doing so, with no 
noticeable harmful effects for anyone. 
But then Parfit asks us to imagine 
that there are 1000 switches, and that 
1000people have been given the same 
offer. It might still be true for each of 
the people who are considering 
throwing the switch, that the par-
ticular effect of their individual action 
is imperceptible; nevertheless, to-
gether the cumulative effect of the 
1000 switches being thrown might 
be that 1000 people are tortured mer-
cilessly. 

Parfit uses this example to illus-
trate the kind of problems we face 
when we insist on assessing ourselves 
and our actions individualistically. It 
may be true that no one, individually, 
has tortured anyone, but actions do 
not take place in a vacuum, and to-
gether, we may have caused, and been 
responsible for, great pain and suf-
fering. 

Of course, none ofusiseverin the 
position of the Harmless Torturers. 
Or are we? As individuals there is 
little effect on others when we pollute, 
cheat on income taxes, pad expense 
accounts, gouge insurance compa-
nies, look the other way when we see 
wrongdoing, fail to help a stranded 
motorist, ignore the hungry, use 
aerosol cans, drive fast, big cars, or 
unnecessary miles, wear furs, eat 
meat, or contribute to the burying of 
nuclear waste. But, of course, such 
actions do not take place in a vacuum. 
And the collective effect of such ac-
tions may well have disastrous and 
lasting consequences for generations 
to come. 

So who is responsible for the mess 
we're in. Not I, says one. Not I, says 
another. Not I, says a third. And in a 
very real sense they're right None of 
them, individually, is responsible, but 
we, together, are. 

Conclusion 
Early in this talk I read you this 

quote from Pascal: "It is deplorable 
to see everybody debating about the 
means, never the end. Everyone 
thinks about how he will get on in his 
career, but when it comes to choos-
ing a career or a country it is fate that 
decides for us." Pascal was right. 

A great period of your life lies 
ahead of you. At times it will be hard, 
stressful, frustrating, and even pain-
ful. But it should also be stimulating, 
challenging, rewarding, and enjoy-
able. During the next few years most 
of you will experience an enormous 
amount of emotional and intellectual 
power and freedom. Don't squander 
it Take the time while you are at Rice 
to step back from the trivial minutia 
of everyday existence—to philoso-
phize if you will. Let your spirits and 
thoughts soar in the directions that 
most intrigue you. Find out who you 
really are, and who you really want to 
be. And remember, you are not alone ' 
in the world. Your actions are part of 
a larger network, and each of you 
suffers the consequences of—and 
bears the responsibility for—not on ly 
for what you, individually, do or al-
low, but for what you, collectively, do 
or allow. 

Good, luck, learn lots, and have 
fun. 
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90 sheets. #1009801. in white, blue, r e d or green. #1010955. 

EVERYDAY EVERYDAY 

• •«HO> 

umden 
ORIOLE #2 LEAD PENCILS 

Break-resistant commercial B-grade lead and 
quality pink eraser. Six dozen. #1009343 Accessories 

not included 

EVERYDAY 
EVERYDAY 

EVERYDAY 
r SULLIVAN 

CT 355 CORDLESS TELEPHONE] 
Get clear, corded-phone sound auality. 
Features 10-number and Auto Talk'" to 
automatically switch to talk mode when 
handset is removed from cradle #3002731. 

COLLAPSIBLE LUNCH BAG 
The cool way to carry your lunch and a cold 
drink! Super-insulated polythylene to keep 
stuff cool and even cooler wi th ice. Keeps 
f o o d warm too. Collapses flat for easy 
storage. Choose zebra-stripe-#1011614 or 
assorted designs-# 1011615. 

^Master Lock 
COMBINATION LOCK 
Tops for school lockers! Stainless steel body 
wi th hardened steel shackle. #5001225. 

COMPUTER WORKCENTER 
Functional furniture wi th colonial oak 
laminate finish. Includes hutch, pul l -out 
printer cart with adjustable shelves, large 
letter-size file and box drawers, sturdy pull-
out keyboard shelf, CPU shelf and raised 
monitor platform. 48' «h x 59V,w x 23 ' .d" . 
#2001562. 

EVERY DAV 

5 ROYAL 
8500PD PROFESSIONAL 
PRINTING CALCULATOR 

Heavy-duty calculator features high-speed 
black and red r ibbon printing with comma 
separation. Extra-large & bright 12-digit 
display. AC power. #3002319. 

BIZMART DELIVERS 
386SX/25MHz. 

PERFORMANCE, 
PRINTER & CABLE ^ 

ALL AT ONE 5 
LOW PRICE! 

YOU GET ALL 
THIS FOR ONLY 

97 1153 
EXEC 386*25 ™ 
COMPUTER 

•386SX, 25MHz. • 14" VGA Color Monitor 
•2MB standard RAM 'Keyboard 
•85MB hard drive 'MS-DOS 
•Dual f loppy drives 'PFS Jirst Choice 
#4503069 

NX-1001 
MULTI-FONT PRINTER 

The ideal feature-packed 9-pin dot-matrix printer for 
small businesses! Has five resident fonts, 10 sizes and 
eight enhancements. #4501874. 

PRINTER CABLE 
Six-foot parallel printer cable. #4501838. 

EVERYDAY 

486-CLASS PEREORMANCI. 
AT A SUPER LOW PRICE! 

EVERYDAY 

1399 99 

II//LASER 
486SX/25 COMPUTER 
•80486SX, 25MHz. 
•4MB standard RAM 
•100MB hard drive 
•Dual f loppy drives 
•14" .28mm SVGA color monitor 
•Keyboard & Mouse 
•MS-DOS 5.0 
•Microsoft Windows 
•Microsoft Works for Windows 
#4503091. 

COMH TI:RPI;RIPIIIMLS. / vt: 

2496if 9600-BPS 
INTERNAL FAX/MODEM 
Advanced 9600-bps fax and Hayes-
compatible 2400-bps modem lets you send 
and receive faxes from any G3 fax device. For 
IBM and compatible computers #4502459 

PRvWri te 

EVERYDAY 

EVERYDAY 

SOUNDBLASTER CARD 
Add amazing sound capabilities to your PC 
Features 11-voice FM music (AdLib 
compatiole), digit ized voice input (DMA), 
joystick port and microphone amplifier & 
jack. MIDI interface. #4501925. 

SPINNAKER / ' ) 

PFStWRITE PC SOFTWARE 
DOS w o r d processor wi th what-you-see-is-
what-you-get (WYSIWyG) display & scalable 
fonts. Plus spelling/grammar checker and 
thesaurus, clip art & mail merger. #4502681. 

EVERYDAY 

QUE SOFTWARE 
RIGHTWRITER PC SOFTWARE 

The best way to improve your writing! 
Proofreads documents for thousands of 
errors in grammar, style, wo rd usage and 
punctuation. Works within several popular 
word-processing programs. #4502761. 

C M Z M A R T i s s c h o o l S m a r t 
STORE HOURS 

N E X T D A Y D E L I V E R Y WESTHEIMER 10250 Westheimer, at West Belt 974-8059 NORTHWEST MALL Hempstead Hwy, at W 18th (290 at 610) 
GULF FREEWAY 11542 Gulf Freeway, at Almeda Genoa Rd 946-1669 1-10 © WEST BELT 10516 Old Katy Rd, North of 1-10 
NORTHBEIT 11314 I-45 North, at Aldine Bender 931-0010 MONTROSE 1011 Westheimer, at Montrose 529-3339 

1 - S O O - 6 8 8 - 6 2 7 8 RICHMOND AVE 5134 Richmond Ave, at Loop 610 960-1630 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY 8100 S Gessner, at U.S. 59 South 772-1110 

H I B U I U l U V I K T 

Get M o r e Purchasing 

956-9990 Mon-Fr i 8:00 A M 9.00 PM 

465-2555 _ 9 00 A M 9:00 PM 

Sun. 12:00 PM 6:00 PM 

BI2MAAT t y i j rtHKle every e f f o r t t o « : the p r t c e t l i s ted a ut rei(>omtt>ie for o f TT>e 1 0 (XX) OTCKKK t» TFV»T * 
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Former photography professor 

P I T B I BROWN was awardsd tho 

American Association of Uni-

versity Publishers' design award 

for his work on the cover of 

Campo Santo, English professor 

SUSAN WOOD'S volume of poetry. 

Brown shared the award with the 

Mtok's publishers, Louisiana State 

University Press. 

Art history professor RON BERMER left 

Rice this year to assume a teaching 

position at the University of Sussex 

In Brighton, England. Sussex Is widely 

considered one of the top art history 

schools In the world. Bemler, who 

specialized 19th-century art, was 

replaced this semester by THERESE 

LJCHTENSTBN, a New Yorker. 

Discovery Dance Group, the studio 

where TOMMY TUNE earned his wings, 

celebrates Its 25th anniversary with 

a Silver Jubilee Concert at 8 p.m. at 

the Wortham Theatre. The show, Sat., 

Aug. 29, features choreography by 

Rice dance instructor CHRIS LWVALL. 

Tickets are $10 for students (call 

667-3416). 

If you haven't seen the Alley's ac-

claimed production of ONE FLEW OVER 

THE CUCKOO'S NEST, It 's been held 

through Sunday. However, at press 

time the only tickets left were for 

two shows on Saturday, so run, don't 

walk. The play Is an adaptation of the 

Ken Kesey novel about life In a mental 

ward. Call 228-8421. 

Audition for the CAMPAMLE OR-

CHESTRA, a Rice- and commu-

nity-based orchestra 

open to all students. 

They are seeking to 

expand their 

s t r i n g 

s e c t i o n 

this year. 

Call 527-4854 for an appointment. 

PASSING O N THE HAT 

Current Austin hippy lave rates low on the soul count 
BY B O O T H B A B C O C K 

Now that the funk explosion in Texas music 
is finally dying down, the Austin scene seems to 
be moving in another direction. With the succcss 
of bands like David (David) Garza & the Love 
Beads, The Stick People, and, of course, Poi Dog 
Pondering, it seems like all of the river city's 
bands should be paying royalties to Little Feat or 
maybe The Grateful Dead. 

The new Austin sound is folksy, a little bit 
funky, sometimes psychedelic, and tinged by the 
blues. The Big News From Austin this summer is 
a band called Soul Hat, who will be playing at 
Fitzgerald's tonight as their last Texas date 
before setting off on a tour of the Southeast. 

The Austin media have been going on for 
months about how Soul Hat is the hottest local 
band, and the group is also Fitzgerald's "curreni 
favorite band." Its First album, Live at the Black 
Cat, generated numerous positive reviews and 
was named cassette of the year in an Austin 
Chronicle poll. Its follow-up album, Outdebox, 
on California's Spindletop Records, comes out in 
September. 

The album contains no surprises—it is 
planted firmly in the rock/blues/folk genre. The 
band is talented, and they are skilled songwriters, 
but the album is fairly tame. It's difficult to 
dislike because the songs are so... well, they're so 
damn nice. There's nothing grating or jarring or 
in any way challenging to the ear or the mind 
here. 

To me, that's the problem: I could easily have 
the album on in the background without noticing 
it, and I am unable to remember any of the songs 
more than a few minutes after hearing them. 

There is nothing on Outdebox that has not 
been done many times before on other albums by 
other bands; listen to any classic rock station long 
enough and you won't need to purchase this 
album. Don't get me wrong—it really is a pretty 
good album; I just have a problem when a band 
that recycles as much as Soul Hat does gets so 

much attention while 
inventive Austin bands like 
Drain or The Cherubs receive 
far less attention. 

At any rate, Soul Hat's 
albums reportedly can't 
touch their live shows, which 
is what has brought them 
sold-out Sixth Street shows 
for months. The band is 
known for rambling 
improvisational jams for 
which the songs serve only 

as takeoff points. 
Their definitive musicianship has given them 

a very tight, professional sound. The band 
consists of guitarists and vocalists Bill Cassis and 
Kevin McKinney, bassist Brian Walsh and 

Soul Hat, with ex-Parliament drummer Frosty Smith, will play at Fitzgerald's tonight. 

has also played with Sly & the Family Stone and 
Parliament/Funkadel ic. 

While the band's performance won't strain 
your intellegence more than, say, finding a 
parking space near the club, I suspect most music 
lovers, regardless of their tastes, will find 
something in this band's eclectic live perfor-
mance to please them. 

Playing with Soul Hat is Dallas' Tripping 
Daisy, a band the Fitzherald describes as a hippy 
Butthole Surfers. Personally, I'm getting a little 
tired of this whole retro-hippy thing, especially 
after the Rolling Stone article which featured 
Blues Traveler and Aquarium Rescue Unit (both 

as members of the "New Hippy Movement." 
While these are good bands regardless of 

what some ridiculous journalist likes to call them, 
it seems to me that it there is more to being a 
hippy than wearing Birkenstocks, recycling the 
occasional aluminum can and liking bands that 
sound a little like the Grateful Dead. 

At any rate, if you feel like having your brain 
battered go see the Pain Teens/Sugar shack show 
Friday night at the Asylum, but if you want to 
forget about the stresses of academia for a while 
and frolic, make your way to Fitzgerald's, and 
don't forget your tie-dyes. 
SOUL HAT 

COFFEBWUSE: Mike Booth 

& Amy Kslr, folk and 

acoustic. 

COFFEEHOUSE: Steve Estes, 

MO N Bill Flllbach, Chris Daly, 

HAPPY S L A M M I N 

Marc Hlrsch, Lestyn Lewis, bunches 

of guitars. 

^ COFFEEHOUSE: Brad Meador, 

T U E "Songs that I like" (Including 

Elvis). 

COFFEEHOUSE: Nick Walker, 

w E D "Hlpnopop." 

COFFEBWUSE: Katie Krollkowskl 

WED A Dave Edelman, saxophone. 

KAMN BROKER: 1 9 8 0 - 1 9 9 2 , "Searching 

for a Saint," opens today will be on 

view at the Sewall Gallery through 

Oct. 10. This exhibit Is the first Rice 

faculty retrospective and Broker's 

fourth solo show. (Note: the recep-

tion/lecture Is not until Sept. 10.) 

B Y | E F F K A R E M 

Tuesday night a diverse crowd of Housto-
nians gathered on the secluded second floor of 
the Paradox jazz club to enjoy an evening of 
poetry reading, judging and occasional berating 
known as the "Poetry Slam." 

On this occasion, two Rice alumni were 
chosen to be judges: Aran Danburg (Hanszen 
'92) and Bernadette Gillece (Jones '92). 
Danburg explained that his status as an unem-
ployed graduate of the Rice English department 
made him an especially qualified judge. When 
Gillece was asked to provide her credentials, she 
announced: "I want to have Ezra Pound's baby." 

The enigmatic title of the evening's activities 
refers not to a variety of especially damaging 
dancing, but to the original methods of "judging" 
that prevailed at the first of such gatherings. In 
Chicago, where the original "Slams" were held, 
the judges, if sufficiently disgusted with the 
quality of the poet's work, would physically 
assault the unfortunate poet as a sign of their 
displeasure. 

Times have changed since 1986, and in our 
kinder, gentler Houston, numerical ratings and 
occasional heckling have replaced the old 
"slamming" as expressions of audience 

(dis)approval. At the beginning of the evening 
the host selects judges from the crowd, who are 
then given cards numbered from one to 10 by 
which to rate the poets. 

The "Slam" consists of three rounds in which 
each poet reads one of his or her works. The 
judges then give their ratings and the scores are 
tallied and marked down. The poet with the most 
points at the end of the evening wins and is given 
the opportunity to return later in the year for a 

"I want to have Ezra 
Pound's baby/' 
she announced. 

competition among all of the other winners (the 
Grand Slam?). 

The Slam thrives on audience participation. 
Audience members heckle, praise or question the 
poets, who usually respond quite well to this 
interaction. The hosts encourage and provoke 
audience response, which helps transform a 
crowd of spectators into a crowd of particpants. 
The poets also realize that the evening is for fun, 
and arc willing to accept the occasional ribbing 
that audiences will give them. 

As tongue-in-cheek as much of the evening is, 
the poetry reading is not a joke. The poets present 
their own real poems—some serious, some 
funny, some happy, some angst-ridden—but they 
are all attempts to create something of artistic 
quality. 

The audience realizes this serious side of the 
reading and is responsive to it. Some of the 
poems generate a powerful emotional response in 
the audience, and are greeted with praise and 
applause suitable for their quality. 

For example, Sekou Karanja's reading of his 
"Ode to a Saxophone"—an emotional stream of 
consciousness tracing the primal sounds of 
ancient African horns to the modern saxophone 
of today—won a startoig ovation from many 
audience members. Karanja later won the 
contest. 

Perhaps the greatest appeal of the "Poetry 
Slam" is that it presents real poetry without 
taking itself too seriously. It removes poetry from 
the domain of the cryptic and grave and places it 
in one of openness and honesty—a realm in 
which you cheer if you like the poems and hiss if 
you hate them. 
Pot THY SLAMS *" 

PARADOX, 5 2 6 - 4 5 6 6 

EVERY Tuts., 9 P.M., J2 
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GET M E O N 

'Once on this Island' presents a polished, faux Jewel of the Antilles 
B Y S T A N H S U E 

Like a Bennetton advertisement set 
to the soundtrack of the Little 
Mermaid, Once on This Island is a 
diverting ninety minutes of color, 
coconuts, and calypso. 

Once on This Island kicked off 
the 1992-1993 Nations Bank Houston 
Broadway Series. It enjoyed an 
extremely popular off-Broadway run, 
reached moderate popular and critical 
success on Broadway, and received 
eight Tony Award nominations in 
1991, including Best Musical, Best 
Score, and Best Director. 

But that was Broadway. The 
Houston premiere makes one wonder 
why all the hoopla took place. 
Although well performed and 
musically sound, the thin, unsatisfying 
story of Once on This Island gives it 
little more emotional pull than a 
musical revue. The story recounts the 
tale of the peasant girl Ti Moune 
(Vanita Harbour), who saves the life 
of a young and presumably dashing 
aristocrat (Darius DeHaas). The plot is 
a lot like that of Disney's The Little 
Mermaid except that it deals with 
Caribbean social barriers and folklore 
rather than flippers, and Ti Moune 
doesn't have a lovable talking 
flounder. However, she does have a 
pantheon of native gods who watch 
over her, including Asaka, Mother of 
the Earth (Alaveta Guess) and Papa 
Ge, Demon Death (Gerry Mclntire). 
The ending of this poor girl/rich 
beauxhomme story is disappointing 
and not nearly as chipper as that of 
Pretty Woman. 

Stephen Flaherty's Haitian and 
Brazilian rhythms mixed with a touch 
of gospel and a sprinkling of Muzak 
are the driving force behind this 
production. The toe-tapping, calypso 
beats of the dance routines, such as 
"We Dance," or "Pray" are much more 
memorable and much less sleep-
inducing than the ballads. While the 
faster songs are punctuated by 
fantastic dance routines, the slower 
melodies have the emotional intensity 
of butter. 

The musical begins, "[t]here is an 
island where rivers run deep." Lynn 
Ahrens' simple, playful, and poetic 
lyrics avoid cliche while still keeping 
the tone of the musical. The book 
touches, ever so lightly, upon racial 

ALL BANC, NO TANG 

This Tony-nominee adapts "The Little Mermaid" to a tale with racial overtones. 

issues that exist both between and 
within races, while never pretending to 
reach the levels of social conscious-
ness of a show like Sarafina! 

The trouble with the story comes 
from its total detachment from the 
audience. Ti Moune's tale first begins 
as a story being told to a little girl. The 
entire musical is then presented as a 
fable rather than as true life, inter-
weaving gods and superstition with 

class and political structure. This 
initial setup, along with moments of 
broad acting and bits of wink-wink 
humor, gives the audience little 
empathy for Ti Moune. 

The inherent/auxness of the piece 
was evident even before the show. 
Before the musical, five African-
American children were set up in the 
lobby playing steel drum accompani-
ments to a synthesized "You Are The 

Sunshine of My Life," for the pleasure 
of men in bad jackets and women in 
tight shoes. 

The stars of this show are the 
fantastic ensemble work achieved by 
an amazing cast of just eleven. Their 
ability to effortlessly sing, dance, 
transform, and disappear across the 
stage for an hour and the half made the 
production flowing and seamless. 
Each actor had to play multiple parts, 

ranging from old peasant ladies or 
gentlefolk to frogs and palm trees. 

The expressive, high-energy dance 
routines create a beautiful counterpart 
to the songs, due to the talents of the 
director, choreographer Graciela 
Daniele, who manages to convey 
through the human body all of the 
earthly elements, while still celebrat-
ing the distinctive styles of Caribbean 
dance. 

Harbour as Ti Moune is an 
explosive dancer. She could obviously 
out sing Ariel any day. De Haas also 
sings and dances with equal talent, 
although the audience never gets any 
real emotional understanding for 

The show touches, 

ever so lightly, 

upon racial issues 

that exist both 

between and 

within races. 

Daniel. F rom the outstanding 
ensemble, Guess as Mother Earth is 
awe-inspir ing with her deep, com-
manding voice that assures you 
" M a m a Will Provide." Mclntyre's 
Demon of Death is both menacing and 
captivat ing. 

Set designer Loy Arcenas' two-
dimensional rendition of "the Jewel of 
Lhc Antilles" resembles a gorgeous 
Crayola paradise. The vibrant colors 
and fiat surfaces contributed to the 
spirit of the piece. Bright costuming 
by Judy Dearing also adds to the 
energy of the piece, and some of the 
clothes look like they came off a 
Bennetton summer sale shelf. The 
lighting, designed by Allen Lee. 
Hughes, is also simple but effective, 
with extensive use of strobe light. The 
overall, highly stylized effect is even 
better than the Tiki Room at 
Disneyland. 

In the end. Once on This Island is 
entertaining. But with tickets going 
from $30 to $36, the audience 
deserves something more—even a 
falling chandelier. 
ONA ON THIS ISLAND 

JONES HAIL, 8 5 3 - 8 0 0 0 

THROUGH SUN., AUG. 3 0 

Tango teases haii; metal ferns 
BY E R I C S T O T T S 

In case your search for shamelessly 
unoriginal new music has proven 
fruitless, then you can rejoice in the 
fact that your search is now over! Fuel 
up your Zippos and get ready for the 
latest glam rock hair farmers—Bang 
Tango—to hit the scene Sunday in 
Houston. 

Bang Tango's live EP Ain't No 
Jive..Live! looks promisingly heavy 
on the surface, but it only takes 
20 seconds into the first cut entitled 
"Dancin' On Coals" to see that behind 
a facade of heaviness these guys hide 
the fact that they really aren't 
concerned in the least about their 
blatant lack of originality. 

Ripping off just about every 
current Top 40 rock'n' roll act from 
Guns and Roses to Tesla, one begins 
*.o wonder if these guys are serious, or 
whether they just want to ride the 
coattails of their predecessors right 
onto the soundtrack of the next 
Schwarzenegger flick. 

Just when the band's misdirected 
energy reaches its peak after the third 

cut, the Tango boys bring it down with 
an excessively dramatic ballad, 
"Midnight Struck," that is sure to have 
any high school Bon Jovi worshipper 
in the crowd wailing uncontrollably. 

Suffice it to say that the musical 
machine that is Bang Tango is not 
exactly a trailblazer, and unless you 
don't already get enough Top 40 a la 
Houston radio, you can put your 
wallets away. 

Oh yeah, don't let the excessive 
feedback fool you. The final cut on the 
album, "Attack of Life," begins with 
enough distortion and feedback to 
make it worthy of any quality grunge 
playlist, but the most desperate hopes 
for anything mildly refreshing are 
soon dashed as the Tango crew 
relapses into their wailing rock and 
roll cheesefest, worthy of any second 
rate skating rink or monster truck rally. 
Consider your options carefully— 
Bang Tango is as processed and 
unoriginal as you can get. Go buy the 
new Helmet album instead. 

BANC TANGO 

BACKSTAGE, 2 7 0 - 6 6 0 2 

SUN., AUG. 30, $15 

IT'LLHOLD MORE DIRTY LAUNDRY 
THANTHE NATIONAL ENQUIRER. 

Our 24 x36 mesh laundry bag is big enough to a _v 

cleaners have used them for years because of r v ' •;.\: "50 'v r . r " 

The bags are available in eleven PRICE $ 6 . 9 9 
2ntilation. 

great colors at a great price. 

Hie Container Store 

BACKTO SCHOOL 
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Exam 
$18.00 

(for students) 

Contact Lens Package $90.00 
(Includes exam, soft spherical lenses, care kit follow up care) 

Polo Frames $90.00 including lenses! 
Wide selection! 

Bendable Autoflex 8̂  Accuflex 
Frames $139.50 including lenses! 

(upon presentation of this this ad) 
Made of a super-light titanium alloy. 

Frame and lenses $30.00 (single vision) 

Nb 
BEST GLASSES 

ONTACT LENSES 

3227 Main Street 
Houston, TX 77002 

Tel: (713) 522-7448 

JUST NO VELVET ELVIS 

Honeymoon finds Nicholas In a cage 

Happy Hour 11AM-7PM daily! 
Monday Night is College Night 

$1.00 off all drafts 

Live music, darts, 
sports, private parties! 

1617 Richmond • Houston, TX 77006 • 528-3545 

£ [ )} 

F/7., Aug. 28 Paul Defata 

Sat., Aug. 29 Claire Harmon & Friends 

SunAug. 30 Camarata Brass 

Mon., Aug. 31 Tom Senning (Piano), 9 PM 
Pam Cummings, 7 PM 

Tue., Sept. 1 Songwriter's Night 

Wed., Sept. 2 Classical Woodwinds 

Thur., Sept. 3 Jazzmatics 

Fri., Sept. 4 Donna Chatham 

j With this coupon, get j 
I $1.00 off any sandwich during lunch (11 AM - 3 PM) | 

I I 

I 50< off any beverage after 7 PM I 

BY P A T R I C I A L I N 

What happens when Moonstruck 
meets Betsy's Wedding during a 
worldwide Elvis look-alike contest? 
Honeymoon in Vegas happens, that's 
what. 

Girls, have you ever felt neglected, 
bored, out of sorts when your man gets 
so deeply involved in a card game that 
he forgets your existence? Guys, has 
your girl ever nagged you to pieces 
during an exceptionally harrowing 
hand at bridge, poker, spades? You're 
not alone; private detective Jack 
Singer and his fiancee, Betsy, embark 
on an adventure of a lifetime when 
Jack loses Betsy in a poker game. 

Nicholas Cage plays the spouse-
tracking "private eye" from New 
York, who, because of his strange 
mother, cannot pop the question; Sarah 
Jessica Parker plays his much-sought-
after schoolteacher girlfriend whose 
problem seems to be that she can't say 
no to marriage proposals. 

Lurking in the shadows is James 
Caan, who plays Tommy Carmon, 
gambler excellent and connoisseur of 
curvy blonde women, the dashing 
figure in the blue metallic suit and the 
white stretch limo with a penchant for 
Penthouse A and Hawaiian beachfront 
properties. 

The three well-acted roles come 
together for fireworks, great laughs, 
and some innovative sight gags that 
haven't yet been overused (although 
some become clichdd during this 
movie alone). 

What's lacking, however, is 
something to really tie the plot 
together. Sure, we have a goal—get 
Betsy back. But somehow the twists in 
the plot and funky new adventures 
catch everyone off guard. Take, for 
example, the Flying Elvises, who 
show up unannounced just in time to 
recruit Singer. Parts of the movie are 
quite surprising—you don't see a 
Chinese and four-year-old Elvis 
lookalikes every day. If that doesn't 
strike your fancy, imagine Nicholas 
Cage stuck in a cage with a naked 
sumo wrestler. All in all, though, the 
plot doesn't gel. 

Even if a surprise appearance of 

INTERNAL CONSULTING 

American General Corporation, a consumer financial services 
organization with over 20,000 employees, is one of the nation's 
leading providers of life insurance, retirement annuities, and 
consumer loans. 

If you are driven hy the idea that there is always a better way...have 
strong analytical and technical skills...and want the option to mo ve 

into management, this high profile position may be 
for you. Our internal consultants work with all 
levels of management in carrying out challenging 
internal consulting assignments within the 
framework of the proprietary Systems Control 
Program at the company's corporate headquarters 
in Houston. 

POSITION 

YOURSELF 

FOR 

SUCCESS 

If you have an MBA, 3-5 years of full-time profes-
sional work experience in consulting, accounting, 
industrial engineering, information systems or tra-
ditional methods and procedures, please sign up 
for an interview September 1,1992 - September 7. 
1992 in the P LA CEMENT OFFICE of the J esse 11. 
J ones Graduate School OfAdministration. We will 
be on the campus of: 

Rice University 
Thursday, October 1, 1992 

If you are unable to interview with us, please apply by calling 
(713) S31-1160 orforward your resume to: American General 

Corporation, Professional Recruiter, A39-05/CN, P.O.Box3247, 
Houston, Texas{77253. We are an equal opportunity employer. 

Nicholas Cage, Sarah Jessica Parker and James Caan 

greatest group of gyrating bridesmaids 
ever, and the bride and groom top even 
Betsy's Wedding for most creative 
wedding attire. Just don't make the 
mistake of outthinking the film. 

Karate Kid's Pat Morita is only 
amusing, Cage's performance as the 
frantic groom is wonderful, as is 
Parker's enactment of a rejected bride. 
But hey, a wedding happens with the 

MAPPING IT OUT 

Bones mar Kuiteas complexity 

American General Corporation 

B Y G R E G R I C E 

Guillermo Kuitca's paintings can 
initially be perceived as shallow and 
meaningless, despite their brooding 
presence in the darkened basement of 
the CAM. Unfortunately, the viewer is 
only partially rewarded for his/her in-
depth examination of the artist's 
intent. Kuitca's use of flat black and 
white in some of his paintings limits 
his remarkable abilities as a painterly 
expressionist. 

His painting Untitled represents 
rows of bones in the formation of a 
floorplan, but the bone motif is 
sophomoric and flat-out cheesy. 
Instead of representing a "personal 
cosmology," as the gallery notes say, 
the bones root his art in a morbid, 
Morrisey-like faux sensibility (i.e., he 
paints bones on the outside because 
bones is how he feels on the inside). 

Fortunately, all of his paintings are 
not so disappointingly simplistic. One 
series of paintings evokes the 
interesting thematic link of the "body 
as a map." In House Plan with 
Teardrops, Kuitca blueprints an 
abstracted four-room apartment which 
carries with it the associations of 
cramped low-income housing. This 
out-of-context schematic displays 
human emotion (crying). 

However, in the end the painting 
falls short of the complexity Kuitca 
shows in his other works, leaving the 
viewer with an interesting but 
undeveloped and obvious analogy. 

His best paintings are those which 
more fully develop the "body as a 
map" theme. Future is a canvas 
washed in deep red and mauve 
colorings and stenciled with a barely 
visible rose pattern. Kuitca's juxtapo-
sition of repetitive flower stencils and 
abstract expressionistic coloring 
makes for a more interesting, complex 

technique than the other paintings. 
He also expands the content of his 

work by including the apartment 
again, this time as a 3-D stage design 
instead of a flat schematic (Kuitca 
worked with experimental theater in 
his native Argentina). The theatrical 
framework seeks "to expose the drama 
that simmers beneath mundane events 
and associations." 

His most expansive, and by far 
most commanding work, is a large 
vertical canvas covered in deep layers 
of pigment in the textural tradition of 
the Spanish expressionist Antoni 
Tapies. 

The reference to the "body as a 
map" is not even apparent until the 
viewer is close enough to realize that 
the miniscule traceries on the canvas 
represent a road map. The map lines 
compliment the paint-encrusted 
canvas, which almost appears to be a 
topographical representation of the 
countryside. 

Directly beneath this canvas is a 
series of five children's beds similarly 
untitled and similarly overpainted with 
roadmaps. Printed bunnies and kittens 
poke through Kuitca's paint like 
vestiges of the children who once slept 
on them. By strewing the bed with a 
network of roadway arteries he uses 
the bed, a personal and private space, 
as a metaphor for "the micro-universe 
inside the body." 

In all, Kuitca's art is its best when 
he strays from the cheap gimmickry of 
teardrops and bones and relies on his 
less restrained expressionism. It is then 
that a diverse array of influences 
emerge in his art, from Tapies to Hans 
Haacke, and it is then that his work 
displays excellence of technique and 
thought. 
GUILLERMO KUITCA 

CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM, 5 2 6 - 3 1 2 9 

THRU O C T . 1 1 , FREE. 
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Scandal spurs early release 

for Wxxly Allen film 
Woody Allen's Husband* and Wive* will be out In wide release 

today, a full three weeks earlier than scheduled. Hoping to ride 

the wave of attention due to an ugly personal scandal gone public, 

the promoters at Trfstar Pictures moved up the release date and 

threw out their usual practice of limiting the release to major 

markets for the first few weeks of the film's run. Allen has been 

all over the papers due to his alleged affair with the 21-year-old 

adopted daughter of his 12-year companion Mia Farrow. Hollywood 

Is a sick place; talk about opportunists. 

Every Wednesday 
in September 
students get $3 off Astros reserved seat 
tickets purchased at the Astrodome Box 
Office with student I.D. 
Call 799-9555 for more m 

information. l l O S * 

W E Y E RACKED UP MORE 
BASKETSTHAN ANY PROFESSIONAL 

BASKETBALL PLAYER. 

Our suck baskets are definitely one of the most functional and versatile products 

we carry. And at this price, you can afford to stack them all the way to the ceiling. 

Available in eight vibrant 

colors. Each basket WAS $4.99, NOW $2.99 
The Container Store 

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE 
1991 The Container Store, Irx Ali Rights Rest 

RICE CAMPUS STORE 
TEXTBOOK SCHOLARSHIP 

DRAWING 

REGISTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A TEXTBOOK SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE 
FALL OF '92 SEMESTER. IT'S SIMPLE, JUST ASK FOR YOUR ENTRY 
BLANK FROM ANY RICE CAMPUS STORE EMPLOYEE. WIN THE 
TEXTBOOKS NEEDED FOR THIS SEMESTER 

KEEP YOUR RECEIPTS FOR ALL TEXTBOOKS PURCHASED FOR THE FALL 
'92 SEMESTER YOU MUST HAVE YOUR RECEIPT AND FINAL 
REGISTRATION FORM. 

*******ONE wrNNER FROM EACH CLASS******* 

RULES: 
1. YOU MUST BE REGISTERED FOR THE 1992 SEMESTER 
2. WINNERS MUST PRESENT FINAL REGISTRATION FORM AND 

ORIGINAL TEXTBOOK RECEIPTS FOR FALL 92 SEMESTER DATED 
AUGUST 17 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 11. 

3. ALL THIRD PARTY PAYERS. SPECIAL PROGRAMS. CAMPUS STORE 
EMPLOYEES AND THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY ARE NOT ELIGIBLE. 

DRAWING WILL BE HELD SEPTEMBER 14.1992 IN THE CAMPUS 
STORE. NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN. WINNERS'NAMES WILL BE 

POSTED IN THE BOOKSTORE AND PUBLISHED IN THE THRESHER. 

Campus 
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Josh LaRocca takes a snap during one of his many appearances behind the center last season. 

Owl quarterbacks finally settle into roles 
by Randy Block 

As the Rice Owls football team 
prepares to face its first challenge of 
the season against the Air Force 
Academy, the faint rumblings of a 
quarterback controversy can be heard. 
The coaching staff is presented with 
three capable players vying for the 
starting slot- Josh LaRocca, Bert 
Emanuel and Greg Willig. 

LaRocca, a sophomore, ended 
spring practice last year as the starter 
and currently retains that position. 
The San Antonio Clark graduate 
started three games last year, and 
came off the bench to help lead the 
winning drive against Baylor. His 
passing numbers were good for a 
freshman—he completed 50 percent 
of his passes for four touchdowns and 
nine interceptions—and he was the 
team's second-leading rusher, scor-
ing five touchdowns on the ground. 

"1 feel that I'man all-around player," 
said IaRocca. "1 can run and pass, but 
the key is making things happen. I 
learned a lot last year, but was a little 
amazed by the big-name competiton. 
In spring, I was more comfortable and 
the offense became second nature." 

After IaRocca won the starting job, 
he had another battle. He underwent 
reconstructive surgery on his left 
shoulder and was back in the hospital 
four days later with appendicitis. He 
recovered over the summer, though, 
and looks forward to a successful sea-
son. 

"Right now, I'm the number one 
guy. But all three of us are great, so it 
doesn't matter who plays. The main 
thing is winning and going to a bowl 
game." 

Playing behind LaRocca is junior 
transfer Bert Emanuel, who left UCLA 
at midterm in 1991. Heralded as Rice's 
best athlete since ail-American quar-
terback King Hill played here in the 
1950s, Eman uel struggled in the spring 
due to his inactivity. 

"It was not a disaster, but I didn't 

make my mark. 1 guess I did all right, 
but not as well as I would haved liked 
to. Hopefully, I'll keep improving." 

Emanuel is probably the fastest 
player on the team—he was timed at 
4.3 seconds in the 40 yard dash—and 
according to Willig, he can "throw a 
ball through a wall." But he has not 
been in a real game situation since 
high school, and echoes LaRocca's 
reasoning that the key to victory is 
sticking with the quarterback who will 
best help the Owls. 

"I think it's fine to use more than 
one quarterback. The main thing is 
winning. I want to do whatever the 
team need sin orderto win every game 
and go to a BowL" 

Greg Willig, the most experienced 
quarterback of the three, combines 
his experience from his junior season 
last year with the leadership talents 
that have made him offensive captain. 
He completed 75 of 141 passes for five 
touchdowns and five interceptions last 
fall, but has fallen on the depth chart 
due to the other quarterbacks' greater 
mobility. Willig recognizes his re-
duced role, but is still looking forward 
to helping the team win games. 

"It's obvious that Josh and Bert 
haverunning ability over me. Both are 
smaller and quicker and are very good 
athletes. But you can never predict 
what's going to happen. That was evi-
dent last year with Josh and me. Prob-
ably all three of us will get some play-
ing time." 

Offensive coordinator Mike 
Heimerdinger agreed, and anticipates 
this season's quarterback situation to 
be part of an overall better offensive 
scheme. 

"I have confidence in all three. They 
all make good decisions, exhibit lead-
ership, and can move the team. Our 
offensive line is doing well and can 
help us this year. The wide receivers 
are faster and more experienced. And 
when we throw better, we have more 
balance; that meansTrevor Cobb won't 
have to carry the ball 40 times." 

last Saturday night, when the team 

Starting quarterback Josh LaRocca 

Backup Bert Emanuel 

scrimmaged against itself, IaRocca 
and Emanuel got the bulk of the play-
ing time. Heimerdinger said both 
moved the ball well and executed the 
offensive game plan. Emanuel came 
up the winner statistically by running 
for two touchdowns, but LaRocca still 
performed well and remains the 
leader. 

"I didn't think I did well initially, 
but overall the team looked good," 
LaRocca said. "We're coming along, 
and we will be ready for Air Force." 

SPORTS 
Rice athletic department's 
Heisman effort to be low-key 
by Terzah Ewing 

Each year, the Sports Information 
Department publishes and distributes 
to interested parties the media guide, 
a thick and glossy directory contain-
ing all important data on the team and 
anyone connected with it Sportswrit-
ers interested in the Owls can find 
information on any player or coach, as 
well as portraits of everyone from the 
student trainers to President Rupp. 

Missing on this year's cover are 
the usual action shots of anonymous 
quarterbacks hurling the ball for the 
touchdown against a backdrop of rapt 
Owl fans and blue Houston skies and 
those of stern lines of tense defenders 
squaring off against the imposing of-
fense from some rival school. In place 
of these themes is the repetition of 
one face, a face familiar to even the 
most sports-illiterate person at Rice: 
the face ofTrevor Cobb, the Owls' star 
running back, first team Ail-American 
and Heisman hopeful. 

Some might well question the fre-
quency of Cobb's appearances in a 
publication designed to present the 
team as a coherent whole. After all, 
Cobb is great, but hasn't he already 
been photographed, interviewed, 
written about, hyped enough? 

Compared with players of his cali-
ber at otheruniversities,definitely not 

In fact, the Sports Information 
Department, which handles publicity 
for all Rice varsity athletes and teams, 
has been remarkably understated in 
its approach to Cobb, who has 
emerged in the past few months as the 
most prominent player on any team at 
Rice. His appearances in the direc-
tory, the issuing of a single poster, and 
a short weekly Trevor Cobb" news-
letter updating developments in his 
career are the only visible results of 
the extra attention he has garnered. 

"Other schools go to much greater 
lengths to push their Heisman candi-
dates," said Assistant Sports Informa-
tion Director Mark Sanders. "Basi-
cally we've done all we're going to do. 
There will be no gimmicks and no 
extras beyond that update." 

Rice's restrained approach to pub-
licizing Cobb's success does not pre-

vent reporters from calling and inquir-
ing after him. 

"Yeah, writers will call us and ask 
us questions like 'Does he deserve to 
be All-American?'and of course we try 
to convince them that he's one of the 
best two running backs in the coun-
try," Sanders said, adding that Cobb's 
national stature has increased greatly 
since national publications such The 
Sporting News have profiled him. 

"I think people now know his name 
finally," continued Sanders. 

And with the name recognition has 
come more requests for the inside 
scoop on the star. 

"I've been getting a lot of interview 
requests, a lot of photo shots," Cobb 
said. "I'm just taking it in stride, taking 
one thing at a time." 

But once again, Sports Informa-
tion has chosen to keep the publicity 
to a minimum. 

"We've had a few interview re-
quests, and we're going to have to 
limit Trevor to one a week, with his 
practice schedule and academic load 
on top of all of these people wanting to 
talk to him," said Sanders. 

Why these limitations,why this in-
sistenceon dignity when itwould seem 
more lucrative to play up Cobb's fame 
as much as possible? It isn't every year 
that Rice has a Heisman candidate. 

Sanders brushed such worries 
aside, saying, "People talk a lot about 
what would happen if Trevor didn't 
win the Heisman, and that's just not 
the main focus of this football team. 
The main focus of the team is, as 
always, to win games and to have a 
good season. Trevor will get his rec-
ognition and will go after the records 
and will at least be in the running for 
the Heisman, but I think that ultimately 
the way the team goes will be the way 
Trevor goes." 

"In order to get that type of award, 
you've got to win," Cobb said. "I'm 
going to leave what the athletic de-
partment does to the athletic depart-
ment, andjustdo what IVegotto do on 
the field." 

Cobb said that winning games is 
definitely foremost in his mind despite 
the Heisman hype. "All the individual 
awards will take care of themselves if 
I focus on the team concept," he said. 

One of the few Rice efforts to show off its Heisman candidate: this year's poster. 
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Former Owl star Barker hoping to make final cut with 'Skins 
Linebacker waits for word to come after long summer of training 

by Peter Howiey 

Tony Barker sat dripping sweat on a bench at 
the Washington Redskins training camp and 
dreamed of time travel. "I think, 'man, if I could 
just jump a few weeks into the future and see that 
I'm going to make the team, it would make 
things so much easier.' But 1 could never do 
that" 

Barker, a standout linebacker at Rice the last 
two seasons, is getting used to living "on the 
bubble," an area of uncertainty where many 
NFL hopefuls reside during training camps 
across the country. 

Barker is competing with ten other line-
backers and a host of draftees, free agents and 
Plan B acquisitions for a few precious spots on 
the defending world 
champions' roster. 

Special teams play 
may be Barker's best 
hope of avoiding the 
axe that must trim the 
active roster to 47 play-
ers by next Tuesday. 
That's going to be my 
way of making the 
team," he said. He 
started on the kickoff 
coverage and return 
units in Washington's 
first pre-season game 
against the Miami Dol-
phins. 

Redskin coaches have also tested Barker at 
middle linebacker, where he anchored the Rice 
defense, and at outside linebacker. "I'm tryingto 
be versatile and play both spots, but the middle 
is where I'm at my best," he said. "Outside 
linebacker is so foreign to me." 

Linebacker coach Larry Pecatello, who was 
an assistant coach at Rice in 1971, sees Barker's 
versatility as an asset T h e thing about Tony 
that is really good is that he can play inside and, 
if necessary, can play outside also," Pecatello 
said. "Hell get a good opportunity on special 
teams" as well. 

In the Redskin defensive scheme, where 
situation substitutions occur on almost every 
down, specialty is another important matter. 
While Pecattello said that it was too early to tell 

what role Barker would play, Barker predicted 
that he would be sent in on running situations 
instead of passing downs. Last year, he excelled 
in both situations, leading the Owls in tackles as 
well as interceptions. 

Eleven linebackers came to the Skins' camp 
in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and only seven will 
suit up for the season opener in Dallas on Sep 
tember 7. Barker faces five entrenched veter-
ans, including starters Wilbur Marshall, Andre 
Collins and Ravin Caldwell, who are practically 
guaranteed spots, as well as six other backers. 

Barker received a break of sorts when line-
backerTed Rodgers, who was considered a sure 
bet to make the team after a year on the develop-
mental squad, was placed on injured reserve. He 
also survived one of the initial cuts last Tuesday, 
when the Redskins trimmed their roster to 61 

players. 
Placement on the 

five-man developmen-
tal squad or the in-
jured reserve list are 
viable options, ac-
cording to Barker. 
"Anything is good 
enough for me. I don't 
care what it is, I just 
want to make the 
squad," he said. 

Barker's ordeal 
began in April, when 
he was selected in the 
tenth round of the 
NFL draft. "I was 

pleasantly surprised when I got called by the 
Redskins," he said. "But I was disappointed with 
the round I went in because I was predicted to go 
higher." 

Contract negotiations were not a problem for 
him as they have been for other Redskins, nota-
bly first round draftee Desmond Howard. "Its 
just like dealing for a can you meet somewhere 
in the middle." While he wouldn't specify his 
salary, Barker said, "If I make the team, 111 be 
rolling in good money." 

He attended mini-camp in May, where 
coaches first introduced the complex Redskin 
defense, and then "summer school" in June. "It 
was mentally overwhelming at first," Barker 
said. "My mind was kind of in a blur for a while." 

The Washington defense has nothing in 

'I'm busting my ass and giving it 

my best shot and if I don't make 

it, it's just that I wasn't good 

enough. I've got plenty of other 

things I can do.' 

—Tony Barker 
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JEMM . Barker waits patiently for his chance as the first team defense scrimmages during training camp. 

common with the Rice system Barker spent two 
years learning. There are no similarities what-
soever. You read and you tackle — that's about 
the only thing that's similar," he said. 

Training camp itself is as hard as each player 
makes it, according to Barker. "College two-a-
days were much more difficult than in the pros," 
he said, since conditioning is not mandatory at 
the pro leveL Players spend some of their time 
practicing, sitting in meetings, and lilting weights, 
and all of their time trying to impress coaches. 

"What you're looking for is flashes," said 
Pecatello. "It's tough when a rookie comes in, 
particularly a later round draft choice, because 
he's got to do something to excite you." 

Pecatello said that he saw some "very en-
couraging" plays by Barker in an early scrim-
mage against the NewYork Jets, and Barker had 
chances to show his abilities in four pre-season 
games as well. 

T h e y give you a little bit of coaching and 
expectyou to improve rapidly," Barkerexplained. 
"Either you do it after being told or they're going 
to give up on you." 

Barker sees room for improvement in him-
self. There are plenty of things I need to im-

prove on: my keying, getting off the ball quickly, 
pass drops, everything," he said. "Nobody's per-
fect, and I'm a long way from it" 

He has gained weight, bulking up to 245 
pounds, 15 pounds more than in college, while 
retaining his speed. Barker ran a4.55-second 40-
yard dash at the pro scouting combine, the 
fastest time for an inside linebacker in the coun-
try. 

"I think he's a good athlete," said veteran 
middle linebacker Kurt Gouveia "He has great 
footwork, he's big, he's strong, he's even fast 
He's got the tools. All he has to do is learn the 
system and he can fit right in." 

If he doesn't fit in, Barker has a job offer 
waiting for him in Dallas and a Rice degree on hi s 
r6sum6, but he would like to get picked up off of 
waivers by another squad. And if that doesn't 
work out, he'll call it quits. 

"It's going to be hard to say goodbye to 
football, but I don't want to be the kind of guy 
that's going to hang around each year and get 
cut," he said. "I'm busting my ass and giving it 
my best shot and if I don't make it, it's just that I 
wasn't good enough. I've got plenty of other 
things I can do." 
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Barker after practice: College two-a-days were much more difficult than the pros. Barker (98) follows the ballcarrier during a scrimmage. 
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Swim team anticipates competitions despite 
being inconvenienced by closing of Rice Pool 
by David Rhodes 

Despite reconstruction of the roof 
over the swimming pool during the 
pre-season, the Rice swim team is 
looking forward to a good season this 
year. An impressive group of fresh-
men joins a formidable squad of vet-
erans this year in an attempt to match 
last year's results. After dryland 
training and the team's first meeting 
on Sunday, Aug. 23, the team and 
Head Coach Kris Wingenroth are ex-
cited about this falL 

Five freshmen join this year's 
women's squad. Last year, the 
women's team, the cornerstone of the 
Owls swimming program, had its best 
season in history. After winning cru-
cial contests against Texas Christian 
University and the University of 
Houston, the team finished fourth in 
Southwest Conference competition. 

This year, the women's team ex-
pects to equal or improve upon last 
season's performance, hoping for a 

third-or fourth-place finish. "We'd like 
to beat A&M this year," Wingenroth 
said. "It will be difficult, but it's a goal 
we've set for ourselves." 

In addition, the men's team has set 
high goals for this season. Last season, 
the men broke an unprecedented 11 
Rice records. Since men's swimming 
is a non-scholarship program at Rice, 
the team never expects stellar results 
in the all-scholarship SWC, and usually 
finishes in last place. However, the 
men plan to displace some of the Rice 
record holders again. They are joined 
by five freshmen as welL 

One difficulty during the pre-sea-
so n has been the lack of a pool to swim 
in. Although the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association forbids organized 
practices until Sept 7, athletes are still 
allowed to practice voluntarily. Nev-
ertheless, as one swimmer said, 
"they're voluntary practices, but you 
kind of have to go." The pre-season is 
an essential time for building the 
team's strength. 

However, it appears as if two 

weeks will have passed before the 
pool is available to the swimmers. 
Voluntary in-water practice sessions 
have been impossible lately. Con-
struction of a new roof over the Rice 
Pool was delayed until after the sum-
mer camp which uses the facility had 
vacated the premises. 

After the new roof was installed, 
the pool was filled with about two feet 
of murky green water.The facility was 
scheduled to be usable by this 
Wednesday, but Wingenroth said that 
today is a more likely date for the 
grand opening. 

In spite of these obstacles, Rice 
Swimming enters the 1992 season with 
a talented group of athletes. New team 
member Alison Nabours, a 100-meter 
butterfly specialist, said she has the 
impression that "the program has been 
improving every year for a few years, 
and seems to keep getting better." 

The team will hold an inter-squad 
meet Oct 3 and has its first varsity 
competition against the University of 
Houston Oct 16. 

SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Karate club to host 
demonstration by 

founder Kim 
The Rice Karate Club will be host-

ing a demonstration by Grandmaster 
Kim Pyung Soo on Thursday, Sept. 
10, at 7 p.m. in the Grand Hall. The 
demonstration is part of the club's 
drive to recruit members for the new 
year. 

Kim, a member of the faculty at 
Rice and at the University of Houston, 

is currently the youngest ninth de-
gree black belt in the world. He is the 
founder of Cha Yon Ryu, the martial 
arts system with which the Karate 
Club is affiliated. 

Cha Yon Ryu, founded in 1968, is a 
compilation of Japanese karate, Ko-
rean tae kwon do and hapkido, Chi-
nese Shaolin kung fu, and various 
techniques from judo and jiu-jitsu. 

Kim founded the Karate Club in 
1969 in an effort to spread his knowl-
edge of martial arts to the Rice com-
munity. While students enrolled in 
the Rice HPER karate class taught by 

Kim can reach the orange belt level 
(the first stage), students in the Ka-
rate Club can attain a black belt with 
four years of work. 

The demonstration will include 
forms, breaking, sparring, and self-
defense demonstrations given by Kim, 
other black belts in the Cha Yon Ryu 
system, and Rice students. 

In addition, Kim will speak about 
himself and his 25-year old martial 
arts teaching method. Admission is 
free. 

—by Marcus Wagner 
Karate Qub President 

Your Natural Way 
of Surviving the Semester 

With the increasing importance of health and fitness, 
knowing where to start can be an education. 

Start with Us. 
Sun Harvest provides you the easy way of getting on the right 

track to tackle everything this semester can throw at you. 

• Over 200 Bulk Foods 
(Including Trail Mixes, Cereals and great natural snacks) 

• Vitamins & Supplements 
(Come see our variety of multi-vitamins, and more),. 

• Natural Grocery 
• Fresh Bakery 

•Fresh Produce & Juices 
• Deli Meats 

Conveniently Located 
within Walking Distance! 

2365 Rice 
at Rice & Chaucer 

942-7001 
Open 9 am to 9 pm Every Day 

Your Healthy Alternative to 

Traditional Shoppi 

Check this ad weekly for coupons! 

Harvest 
* * FARmS 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Rice Thresher 
Thresher sportswWers 
rake in Pulitzer honors 
Editor hopes publicity will help recruitment 

by Bogus Byline 

In a rare nod to collegiate jour-
nalists, Pulitzer Prizes in 
sportswrit ing 
were awarded to 
fourmembersof 
the staff of the 
Rice Thresher, a 
s t u d e n t - r u n 
weekly campus 
paper at Rice 
University in 
Houston,Texas. 

Amazingly, 
the same sports 
section that pro-
duced so many 
award-winning 
stories has been 
reduced to run-

But Howley and the 

staff have not given up. 

We plan to personally 

visit every cute 

freshman on campus 

this week if we don't get 

anymore writers." 

ning huge recruitment advertise-
ments due to inadequate staffing. 

"It's one heck of an honor," said 
Peter Howley, a junior at Rice who 
was recently named Sports Editor 
For Life. "I feel largely responsible 
for our success." 

"At the same time, I am sad-
dened by the apparent unwilling-
ness of many Rice students to work 
for the Sports Section." 

Howley was named a winner 
for his work as an editor as well as 
for "A Rice athletics orientation" 
he wrote in the August 21 issue. 

Also named were Terzah Stew-
ing, a sophomore who serves as 
Howley's assistant 

"It took me totally by surprise," 
Stewing said. "I knew that I was 
good, but a Pulitzer?" 

Stewing, who also works for 
Forbes magazine, was surprised 
that the staff had become so de-
pleted. 

"I think maybe sometimes 
people hear rumors about how 
hard it is to work for the Boss," she 
speculated. "But as you can see, 
the bruises fade and the rewards 
are well worth it" 

Rewards include a hefty $5.00 
payment per article, a paragraph 
on the r6sum6, and the admiration 
of classmates who read writers' 
bylines. 

Randy Jock, a junior who has 

lems and blossomed into one of 
the staffs most reliable scribes, 
won acclaim for a piece in the Au-
gust 28 issue aboutthe rolesofthe 
three quarterbacks on the Rice 

Owls football 
team. 

" E v e n 
though it was 
six hours late 
and filled with 
typos, Peter 
ran it and the 
Pulitzer people 
loved it," Jock 
Pulitzer people 
loved it," Jock 
explained. 

"I'mglad no 
one's joining 
the staff be-
cause that way, 

no one gets hurt," Jock said with a 
menacing grin. "As most people 
know, I'd be out there playing ball 
myself if I wasn't so busy writing." 

Howley admitted that his ef-
forts to recruit new writers have 
met with little success. 

"We had a table at the activities 
fair and a meeting for new writers 
last night, but I think people have 
been just plain physically intimi-
dated by me. I'm known for laying 
guys out when they turn in articles 
late. Girls too." 

But Howley and the staff have 
not given up. "We plan to person-
ally visit every cute freshman on 

"Please, please, for the 

love of God—please 

work for us," Howley 

concluded. 
campus this week if we don't get 
any more writers." 

"If any of you readers out there 
want to be sportswriters, feel free 
to call us at 527-4801 or stop by our 
newly-decorated office on the sec-
ond floor of the Ley Student Cen-
ter." 

"Please, please, for the love of 
God—pleaseworkforus," Howley 
concluded. 

Wanted: Distribution 
Staff 

Individuals or clubs to pick up and 
distribute the Thresher around 
campus. Must be reliable and have 
car. Good way to raise money for 
clubs. Interested? Call 527-4801 or 
630-8758 ASAP. Looking to fill 
position immediately. 

WARNING: This ad acts directly on the mammalian limbic system. 

S O U N D 

N M E 

CDs in the Village 
(especially jazz & classical) 
2442 Times 942-8863 
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Turville optimistic as men's 
tennis prepares for season 
LaValle, Medrano vie fa number one spot 

by Terzah Ewing 

The Rice men's tennis team is 
gearing up for what will hopefully be 
another exciting and successful sea-
son. Basking in the glow of last year's 
victories and obstacles overcome, a 
squad with a wealth of experienced 
upperclassmen and some promising 
new freshmen players will travel to 
Indiana on September 18 to challenge 
in the Notre Dame Invitational. 

Though the tournament will in-
clude mostofthe country's best teams 
and is a tough start to the season, 
Head Coach LarryTurville is confident 
that his team, which finished 24th in 
the nation last season, can handle even 
the toughest competition. 

"I think the guys now know that 
they can beat anyone," he said. 

In addition to confidence, Turville 
cited intelligent play as one of the 
team's strengths. "They play smart," 
he said, "and we have a really 
expericenced team returning." 

All-American Steve Campbell has 
graduated, vacating the number one 
spot on the team, butTurville does not 
lack experienced players to step in. 
Two seniors and six juniors, including 
Juan LaValle and Jose Medrano, who 
stood at numbers two and three re-
spectively, will vy for this place. 

Also challenging for the top spots 
will be freshmen Jon Ellsberry of La 
Jolla, California and Tim Gotteson of 
Seattle, Washington, both of whom 
showed great promise in junior and 
high school play. 

For now, LaValle will start in the 
number one place with Medrano at 
second, but, addedTurville, "it's going 
to be a dogfight for those top places." 

Though it will be hard to repeat 
last season's triumphs, which included 
victories over Harvard and conference 
rival Texas, and the effects of the loss 
of Campbell on the team's level of play 
are still unknown, Turville is none-
theless confident that his team can 
make the 92-93 season as good as last 
year. 

Intramural Announcement 

To the editors, 
lam writing this letter to update the Rice student 

body of some of the changes in the intramural sports 
program for the upcoming academic year. 

First of all I would like to announce that Bill 
Snelling will be joining the program as an assistant 
director. He will also have duties as the gym equipment 
room supervisor. BUI was the assistant director of 
intramurals at the University of Houston-Clear Lake 
before he joined us. 

Bill and I have spent the past couple of days 
revising policies and rules. One of our main quests was 
to streamline and simplify our policies and rule$. We felt 
that our rule sheets were too long, too specialized and 
too redundant. The major changes we have made are 
listed as follows: 

Spouses may play in the co-ed leagues (on the same 
team as their mates) for a $10 entry fee. 

A varsity scholarship athlete who has lettered must 
sit out of his or her sport for two full academic years. 

Women's club volleyball members will adhere to the 
same rules as men's club volleyball members. 

New players may be added to a roster anytime 
during the season. In order for a player to be eligible for 
the playoffs, he or she must play in at least one regular-
season game. 

A $10 fee will be assessed for any game changes 
(intramurals or college). 

Forfeit fees will be given back at the end of the 
semesters only If you have not picked up your forfeit fees 
by June 1,1993, they will be deposited in the intramural 
program account and will not be refunded. 

We will no longer have specific penalties for too 
many athletes on the floor in college events. If the team's 
athletic-player limit is violated then the team will forfeit 
its, game. The limit will be two players (three) for 
Softball on all intramural and college teams. 

As in the past all entry forms, rules and 
information will be available in the intramural office 
(upstairs in the gym). We also have a small shelf with 
the items downstairs by the intramural bulletin board. 

Fees are still $4 per person for team sports and $1 
per person for individual/dual events. There is a $10 
forfeit fee deposit required for all teams. 

Any further questions or comments may be 
directed to me at 285-5398. Bill may also be contacted 
at this number or at 527-4059 in the equipment room. 

Lisa C. Widner 
Director of intramurals 

SCHOOL SALE ZONE. 
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We included this handy little map because you won't want to miss out on the 

great deals you'll find on all sorts of great stuff for life on campus. 

The Container Store 

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE 

Sale ends Tuesday, September 8. 

Post Oak at Westheimer (across from The Galleria), (713) 960-J722 

1991 T>ie Container Store. Inc All Rights Resen 

You Hove More Important 
Things To Think About. 

• 

That's Why 
We Made 
Banking Easy. 
The NationsBank Student 
Program saves you time and 
money: 

• Avoid the hassle and expense of 
per-check charges with 
NationsBank Student 
(decking. This account offers 
unlimited checkwriting and 
transactions at NationsBank 24 
f lour Banking machines all 
year long for just $60 (paid 
upon opening your account). 

• Enjoy the convenience of a 
NationsBank Student Visa or 
MasterCard" with no annual fee 
the first year. 

• (""heck out our variety of 
student loans-ask a 
NationsBank representative 
how to apply. 

With almost 300 NationsBank 
banking locations in Texas and 
hundreds of ATMs, you am get to 
your cash nearly anywhere you go. 
St< >p by a NationsBank Banking 
(Voter near you or call 
1-800-247-3761 to check out the 
NationsBank Student Program. 
And make your life a little easier. 

Fannin 
1020 Holcombe Blvd. 
790-1000 

NationsBank 
The Power Tb Make A Difference. 
Credit aixulahU- subject to credit approval Visa' and MasterianP are offered by Satu>nsHanJt of Delaware. NA, <i subsidiary of S(VutnsHanJi ('orpin 
\atuvuiHank of Texas, NA Member FDIC. <St Equal Housing lender VI992 SatumsHanJt Corporation 
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uon t step (xi 
my blue suede 

Friday, • Registration deadline, 5 p.m. 
Aug. 28 • SA/GSA/RPC Welcome Back Fiesta. Yippee. 

•Wiess Hurricane Party. 
Saturday -Ream Wiess film: Airplane II. You know where. 
Aug., 29 You know when. One measly buck. 

Monday, • RSVP Work Study Job Fair. Famsworth 
Aug. 31 Pavillion, 2-4 p.m. Call Kathy WHIiams at 

X6044 for more information. 

Tuesday, 'Amnesty International meeting at the 
Sept. 1 Coffeehouse. 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, -Alcohol Server Training. 7-9 p.m. BL 131. 
Sept. 2 The chance of a lifetime! SNC mixes a great 

margarita (and the Playfair dude won't be 
therel) 

Restaurant tip of the week: try 
Givral's Sandwich Shop on Milam 

and Drew. Shaila says it's fantabuiouso. 

Live fast, gain weight, wear 
silly clothes, die young, and 
get your face on a postage 

stamp Classified Ads 
FOR SALE/RENT 

QUIET BEDROOM with private 
bath, entrance, telephone, garage. 
665-0160. 

NEWLY REFURBISHED 1 BR stu-
dio Apt Carpeted with new appli-
ances, 6 blocks from Rice. 20* X20' 
area with nice view. $400/month. 
526-9608 after 3 p.m. Saturday. 
Weekdays: Charlene 237-2470. 

FOR LEASE: 2 BR/2 BA, 2 story 
condo 2 mi. from Rice. Approx 1350 
s.f. Braeswood/Kirby. All appliances 
included. 
Patio, Fireplace, Sitting Area, Ten-
nis Courts, $760/month. Call Thn 
723-3093. 

HELP WANTED 
GARAGE APARTMENT: In ex 
change for 10 hours a week driving 
and helping 14 yr. old with home-
work. Extra pay available for addi-
tional hours. References needed. 
Call 626-0347 and leave a message. 

RIDE NEEDED AT 8:30 A.M. or 
before. Louise Vanderheuf. Off cor-
ner of Chimney Rock and Woodway. 
Phone: 622-8925. Willing to dis-
cuss payment. 

WORK STUDY STUDENTS! Art and 

Art History wants you. Projection-
ists, Slide Filers, etc. Call X4815, 
429 SewaO Hall. 

TUTORS WANTED. Learning 
Squared, a private tutorial service, 
needs tutors in Math, Chemistry, 
and French. Office is close to cam-
pus. CaH 528-7085. 

STUDENT (PREF. GRADUATE) 
WANTED. Work at law office doing 
computer data entry and misc. of-
fice work/errands. Hours flexible, 
but need approx. 16-20 hrs./wk. 
Call 523-6660. 

GORGEOUS BLONDE with expe-
rience in the art of domination 
needed to get seriously uptight edi-
tor-in-chief out of my hair. Please 
contact the Thresher office ASAP. 
527-4801. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
ADULT MODERN DANCE 
CLASSES—special rates for Rice 
students—For information call 
Chris Lidvall at 522-6557. 

DISCOVER A CHURCH where 
faith and reason go together. First 
Christian Church, Rice at Sunset; 
John Cunyus, Baker '84, Pastor. 
Sunday Worship: 10:50 a.m., 
Church School: 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day Bible Study: 7 p.m. 526-2561. 

LSAT • GMAT • 6RE 
Princeton 

Review 
4-15 

Stanley 
Kaplan 
Up to 20 Class Size: 

Extra help: 

Instructors: 

Tests: 

Improvement: 

Not a l l prep courses are the same. 

Free! 
With a real 

person! 

Top 
scorers! 

Four full length 
real exams 

LSAT: +10.4 
GMAT: +85 
GRE +215 

From audio tapes 

Trained by 
tape 

Two full length 
exams 

Who knows? 
They won't say. 

Classes begin August 29 
for the LSAT and GRE. 
Call us at 688-5500 for 
locations and times. 

T H E 
PRINCETO 
R E V I E W m 

Hunka, Hunka, Hunka, 
HunkaSiiiljfttl ' Misclass 

Have you ever noticed uncanny coinci-
dences linking Elvis and Jesus Christ? 
For example: 
Jesus was part of a trinity. 
Elvis's first band was a trio. 

Jesus walked on water (Matthew 
14:25). 
Elvis surfed (Blue Hawaii, Para-
mount, 1965). 

Jesus was a carpenter. 
Elvis majored in wood shop in hgh 
school. 

Jesus said, "If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink." Gohn7:37) 
Elvis said ."Drinks on me!" (Jailhouse 
Rock, MGM, 1957). 

Jesus was the Lamb of God. 
Elvis had mutton chops. 

Jesus lived in a state of grace in a near 
eastern land. 
Elvis lived in Graceland in a near 
eastern state. 

Jesus H. Christ has 12 letters. 
Elvis Presley has 12 letters. 

Jesus was the Lord's shepherd. 
Elvis dated Cybill Shepherd. 

Jesus was a Capricorn (Dec. 25). 
Elvis was a Capricorn (Jan. 8). 
Incidentally, both bpe's are also 
Capricorns... 

Other awe-inspiring Elvis facts: 
Elvis died on 8/16/1977. If you add 
up those numbers, you get 2001. In 
the 1970s, Elvis always opened his 
concerts with the theme from 2001: 
A Space Odyssey. 

Elvis's shirt size was 16-35 and his 
feet were size 11. If you add those up, 
you get 62, the year the Beatles, who 
were inspired by Elvis, recorded their 
first single, Love Me Do. 

You ain't nothin' but a 
note & notice 

COME PARTY WITH GALOR! Eat, 
Drink, and be...Mary, Saturday, 
August 2 9 at 8 p.m. For off-campus 
location, call 528-5765. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ART AND 
ART HISTORY is having an open 
house on Tuesday, September 1 at 
4:30 p.m. in Sewall 429. Meet and 
visit with the new and returning 
faculty. Refreshments will be served. 

LESBIANS AND BISEXUAL 
WOM EN—there will be an organiza-
tional meeting for women only on 
Monday, August 31 at 6:30 p.m. 
For location and other information, 
call 529-5811 or Student Activities 
X4097. Sponsored by GALOR. 

INTRAMURAL ENTRY DEAD 
LINES: Thursday, Aug. 27—Men's 
touch football (upperclassmen), 
Friday, Aug. 28th—Men's freshman 
touch football (by college). For rules 
and entry forms, come by the gym 

office or call Lisa or Bill at 285-
5398. 

OFFICIALS NEEDED for touch 
football. The rules meeting will be' 
held Tuesday, Sept 1 at 4:30 in 
Classroom A of the gym. Ques-
tions? Call Lisa or Bill at 285-
5398. 

WOMEN GRADUATE STUDENTS 
interested in soccer: New team to 
play in Houston Division III league. 
Call 660-8572 for information. 

WARP: First meeting of the Rice 
Gaming Club is 7 p.m. Fri. SH 207. 

THE RICE INTLCLUB will hold its 
first meeting of the year Tuesday, 
Sept. 1 at 4:30 p.m. in the Miner 
Lounge. Open to international stu-
dents and Americans interested in 
other cultures. 
For more info, call Delia or Jane at 
X6095. 

-Princeton Unversity ETS GMAC and LSAC are» not affliatod with Th« Princeton Review 

The Pelican Prez and The King. Have you ever seen them in the same room? 

The Rice Thresher needs 
advertising personnel! 

1 

Extremely large monetary 
rewards possible. 

For more information, call 
the Thresher at 527-4801. 


