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Honor Council forum sparks debates 
by Kraettli Epperson 

The controversial case number six easily takes cred it for 
the tremendous and out-6poken response to the Honor 
Council Open Forum held November 25. Approximately 45 
people, faculty and students, attended die forum, as com-
pared to last year's two. Honor Council Chairman Wendy 
Burk moderated the forum. Major issues raised included 
the function and severity of consensus penalties, the role of 
confidentiality—in general and in case number six, the 
publication of names of the convicted, and the role of the 
Honor Council. 

Consensus Penalties 
The forum opened to questions on the use of consensus 

penalties in general, and in case number 6. Jones freshman 
Brad Monton asked the Council how far applied sanctions 
have deviated from consensus penalties in the past Accord-
ing to Burk, penalties ranging from indefinite suspension to 
letters of reprimand have been issued in cases which had 
involved violations covered by consensus penalties. 

Consensus penalties are defined in the by-laws of the 
Honor Council as "target penalties to direct Council dis-
cussion." The penalties, which cover specific violations, are 
determined at the beginning of each year and are printed in 
the Thresher. 

Later in die discussion, 
somevoiced concern that the 
Honor Council was too le-

impression that the people thought they were too harsh. So 
certainly, if the student body says that they want harsher 
penalties, then we will do that" 

On the issue of whether the cheating had been going on for 
some time, and that because of this the Council should have 
been harsher, Abigail Martin, Honor Council member, re-
sponded, "A lot of people have come to me and said, "hey, 
they've been doing this all semester, why didn't you give out a 
harsher penalty.' And the point is we only had evidence for this 
one time. They may have done it before, th ey may not have do ne 
it before. If we don't have evidence then we certainly can't 
convict them for something we just think they did." 

Confidentiality 
A highly disputed point of the evening focused on the issue 

of confidentiality was treated in the case. Debate centered 
around the perception by some that the Thresher story of No-
vember 8 could damage die image of student athletes. The 
article reported that according to the registrar's office case 
number six involved an athlete's recitation section and quoted 
one student from the section who said that most of the con-
victed were athletes. 

Ben Hippen, a vocal attendee, opened the issue by pointing 
to a copy of the November 8 Thresher, saying, "..."Large Honor 
Council Case Involves Athlete Recitation Section'. What this 
case has in effect done is put prejudice against a considerable 
cross-section of the Rice community, independent of their 

individual guilt It is obvious 

'What this case has in effect done is 

nient on those convicted i» put prejudice agianst a considerable 
case number 6 since pre- ' ' J c / 

cross-section of the Rice community, 

independent of their individual guilt. 

It is obvious that confidentiality has 

not worked in this case.' 

—Ben Hippen 

since pre-
meditation and possible con-
spiracy was involved. The 
consensus penalty for cheat-
ing on a minor assignment 
one worth less then 10% of 
the student's grade in die 
course, is triple loss of credit 
Twenty-five of the 28 con-
victed of cheating on a minor 
assignment in case number 
six received quadruple loss 
of credit plus a two semester 
suspension clause. — ' 

Two others received a grade of *F in the course and an 
indefinite suspension clause. 

The final student received sextuple loss of credit and a 
two semester suspension clause. 

Burk defended the council's judgement saying,"... [W]e 
did go above consensus because we felt it was such a blatant 
violation. But We are also bound by the system to consider 
each person individually, and there were varying degrees of 
what people did in this case and we had to take that into 
consideration." 

The council also pointed out that while nine of the 
convicted admitted to bringing copies of the answers with 
them into the quiz, the actual responsibility for and partici-
pation in the conspiracy was unclear, so that the council did 
not feel that it could single out individuals. 

Discussion of consensus penalties brought responses 
from theaudience calling diem too lenient Burk responded, 
"I believe that we always felt that the student body supported 
our consensus penalties. We never had any indication that 
people thought they were...too lenient In fact, we got the 

that confidentiality has not 
worked in this case and I 
wonder if the Honor Council 
has done to address or rec-
tify that" 

Several council mem-
bers responded to the ques-
tion. 

Jeffrey Nichols, Gradu-
ate Honor Council member 
said, "First of all its [not up 
to] the Honor Council, we 
have never made any 
statement...as to who was 
involved in this case It is a 
rumor that has been going 
on and we're not going to 
deny it or [confirm it]. It is 

n that students came forward and whoever decided 
itupand start spreading it around, then they're 

our ponl 
to starti 
the ones to place the blame on." 

One council member confirmed that die convicted them-
selves released information pertaining to the case. "There were 
people in the case that told the ombudsman, 'oh don't worry 
about it, my roommate knows all about it' So people were 
already talking." 

Martin explained that the council tries to keep the informa-
tion secret to protect die accused. "The reason that we maintain 
the confidentiality of the accused, whether we find them guilty 
or not is for their sake. If they choose to talk about it that is 
their right ...That is not under our jurisdiction. That goes under 
U. Court and unfortunately we don't have control over who the 
people involved talked to," she said. 

Honor Council member Steve Tran commented, "You're 
also talking about the completely impossible task of isolating 
the person who told the leak in die first place." 

Hippen challenged the council response to the problem. "It 
SEE FOmm, PAGE 12. 

Book co-op gears up for 
spring semester work 

The book co-op in its home last year, the SA office in the Rioe Memorial Center. 

by Kristen Cope land 

Because of its past popularity, the 
Student Association Book Co-op has 
undergone some revisions, most of 
the proceedures, however, will re-
main the same, according to book-
store committee Chairman John 
Shields and Executive Vice President 
of the SA Merritt McReynolds. 

The SA will not be accepting 
books through representatives at 
each of the colleges, instead books 
must be brought to the GSA office. 

"We accepted books in the col-
leges previously because we were 
new and felt like we needed the pu b-
licity," said John Shields. "But with 
the large student response in the 
past two years, we decided books 
could be accepted in the RMC be-
cause it is a central location." Locat-
ing in the RMC will also facilitate 
gathering books and will cut down 
on their transportation, since they 
will be stored in the GSA and SA 
office over the Christmas holidays. 

Because of the limited space for 
storage, the SA will accept only spring 
semester books. The co-op will ac-
cept both fall and spring semester 
books at the end of next semester 
after locating a new storage facility. 

Books are presently stored tem-
porarily in Sid Richardson's base-
ment and in the GSA and SA offices. 

Also this year, the coop will with-

Students held at gunpoint 
in their house off campus 

by Alyson Goodwin 

A group of Rice students living 
off-campus were robbed at gun point 
lastweek in their home. The students 
involved include both male and fe-
male sophomores from Jones College 
and Sid Richardson College as well 
as a female student from the Uni-
versity of Houston. 

Two men followed the University 
of Houston student to the house and 
"pointed a rifle in the back of her 
head," according to one of the Rice 
students. 

The student told the gunmen that 
she had money in the house, at which 
point they entered the house and 
held the student and her two female 
housemates at gunpoint One man 
guarded the students while his ac-
complice searched the house. 

When a male housemate returned 
home, the robbers forced him to help. 
According to the Rice student, "They 
forced him to load CD's and equip-
ment into his backpack." 

One burglar took a kitchen knife 

and forced the University of Houston 
student to accompany him to an au-
tomatic teller machine. He made her 
empty her account and give him the 
money. 

" The entire incident took nearly 
an hour," according to the Rice stu-
dent He also indicated that the rob-
bers were "intoxicated in some way." 

The gunmen explained to the 
students, "[They] didn't like Texas 
and were going to California," said 
one student Stolen items included a 
computer, printer, compact disc 
player, camera, watch, backpack, and 
around 100 compact discs and $150 
cash. 

The burglars apparently took the 
compact discs for entertainment on 
the trip to California 

The inhabitants of the house do 
not knpw the robbers' motive, though 
one suggested a racial incident since 
the University of Houston student 
and the burglars were all Asian. 

Another Rice housemate said that 
the crime frightened her, but that 
"there's not much we couldVe done 
to stop it from happening." 

Stirring things up at CK... 

Dale Leapherwood joins the Rice faculty as the new director of Food 
and Housing, replacing Bill Boorom who resigned on July 8. 
Leapherwood was chosen in part due to the committee's opinionm that 
he "would work with the students the most" The selection committee 
included both Marion Hicks and several students. 

hold 10% of the sale value of the book 
to cover basic costs, although the co-
op will not take a percentage from 
books under five dollars, according 
to Shields. In the past, the co-op 
withheld one dollar from every book, 
regardless of sale price. 

Shields cited increased expendi-
tures and continued growth as the 
need for the additional revenue gen-
erated by the change. 

"We have hired a work-study stu-
dent to input all book information so 
that we can have a master inventory 
list, for selling books as well as for 
mailing out checks to students. Plus 
we ordered 4,000 printed receipts," 
Shields explained. 

According to Thomas, "It's all a 
bunch of little logistical problems." 

Shields added, "As the co-op 
grows we incur further expenses as 
we try to improve the coop and make 
it more efficient 

"We felt like this system would be 
more fair to the students." he said, 
explaining that a percentage equal-
izes the amount withheld from each 
sale. 

Lastly, the SA moderately revised 
the receipts completed by students. 
"After two years of bu siness, we found 
that we didn't need to know things 
like student's permanent address and 
the signature of an SA rep who re-
ceived the books," Shields said. 

Shields also requested that stu-
dents include the original price of the 
book on the receipt "We have to go 
through a very complicated process 
to obtain the price of the book," 
Shields said. "We can't just ask the 
bookstore for a inventory pricing 
list—its not that simple." 

Shields does not anticipate prob 
lems with the upcoming collection. 
"The only real problem we have is 
that [the co-op] is so successful and 
so big hat it is hard to find enough 
volunteers." 

SEE BOOKS PAGE 9 

A&E 

Ideas for Winter Break: 
Catch up on all the 
movies you've wanted to 
see. 

See pages 14-15 

NEWS: 

Everything you ever 
wanted to know about 
tuition and financial aid 
at Rice 

See page 7 
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Thresher dedicated to news 
As a newspaper, we have the responsibility to accurately inform 

the student body. At the Honor Council open forum, some claimed 
that publishing a news story naming group affiliations involved in 
case number sue fell outside of the jurisdiction of a student paper. 
Some complained that the news story violated our responsibility as 
students to maintain confidentiality. 

This simply is not the case. 
The Thresher must investigate potential news stories, and if in-

formation is available, we must publish the story. In this case, 
information was available. 

We did not break the rules of confidentiality—that had already 
happened. 

The Honor System requires council members, accused, accusers 
and witnesses to withhold information. The Thresher does not fall into 
any of these categories in this case—neither do the students running 
the paper. 

This is not to say that as a student run paper, we are free of all 
restraints imposed by the Honor Code. The Thresher has upheld the 
tenets of the Honor Code at the expense of the freedom of the press. 
Rumors about the case had infected the campus several weeks before 
Dean of Students Sarah Burnett's office released the official abstract, 
yet the Thresher did not print the story. Those rumors were beyond 
any substantiation and had to remain just that—rumors. 

After the Honor Council released the abstract, however, rumors 
continued to fly. This time, allegations about the involvement of 
athletes in the violation came directly to the Thresher in letters to the 
editor. Neglecting our responsibility to report on the latest develop-
ment would have been a disservice to the university. 

Another college newspaper, The University Daily Kansan, did not 
print a story about the university's student body president's assault-
ing his girlfriend. The newspaper made an editorial judgment to 
protect the school's reputation. The story became public four months 
later. The delayed only increased the negative reaction. Not only did 
the president resign, but the editorial decision also irrevocably 
undermined the newspaper's credibility as a reliable publication. In 
addition, the national press took up the story in earnest—including 
the "cover-up." 

The Thresher explained the penalties involved in the case, reported 
the facts behind campus rumors, investigated whether or not the 
accused could drop the class to avoid the penalty—and printed that 
the accused could not. Continued rumors on campus could only have 
created more damage. 

Is suppressing the truth an act the newspaper should perform? 
We did not break into the Honor Council office to find our 

information. As a community, we must remember that the act of 
committing the violation is worthy of reprimand, not the decisions to 
inform the public as fully as possible. The Thresher is a messenger for 
the community, and we must occasionally bear bad news. 

If this had been a single leak, perhaps the story wouldn't have 
reached such a large audience. But the rumors circulating about the 
case mandated that the Thresher investigate the story and sort fact 
from fiction. There are undeniably bad effects from this publicity— 
felt by the entire University as well as by the athletes—but these 
effects would not exist if the violation had not occurred. 

If the Thresher falls under criticism for printing the news, then 
maybe what the students want isn't a newspaper, but a public relations 
tool for the university. 
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To the editors, 
Carl Brown, in his recent editorial 

discussing the gubernatorial elec-
tions in Louisiana, made certain very 
good points about the need for cer-
tain issues raised by David Duke to 
be discussed, and made afairlygood 
defense for those Louisianans so 
sickened by the whole affair that they 
chose to stay home on Election Day 
(although I would still have to ques-
tion the wisdom of such an act). 

Nonetheless, I must vehemently 
disagree with certain statements 
made by Mr. Brown regarding the 
behavior of President Bush and the 
Republican Party toward David 
Duke. Among these was a compari-
son between the Republican and 
Communist Parties which stated that 
the National GOPs campaign against 
Duke was an "emulation" of the 
Communist Party's" policy of with-
holding membership in the organi-
zation to those it finds politically in-
correct, so to speak 

Such a comparison is ludicrous. 
While Mr. Brown was waxing philo-
sophic about intolerance, the proper 
role ofvoting in a democracy, etc., he 
forgot one important fact the right of 
a free people to defend themselves 
from those who seek to undermine 
or overthrow the very institutions 

which help to preserve the people's 
liberty by promoting virulently anti-
democratic ideas. 

The Ku Klux Klan and 

the American Nazi 

Party are not standard 

dissenters. They call 

for the imposition of a 

new system of govern-

ment—one based not 

on liberty or equality, 

but on dictatorship and 

genocide. 

The Ku Klux Klan and the Ameri-
can Nazi Party are not standard dis-
senters. They do not call for the re-
form of the existing system; rather, 
they call for the violent overthrow of 
the Republic itself and the imposition 
of a new system of government—one 
based not on liberty or equality, but 

on dictatorship and genocide. 
Whether or not Duke would be 

able to afreet such a change in his 
capacity as governor is irrelevant 
The fact that he held such views in 
the past and probably still does (his 
alleged conversion to Christianity and 
tolerance is hardly convincing) 
makes him an abomination in the 
face of this nation and all she stands 
for. 

President Bush and the National 
GOP did the proper ethical thing by 
putting principle over party in this 
case and publicly disowning Duke 
from the Republican Party. This was 
not an example of preventing Duke's 
"social advancement" as Mr. Brown 
seems to imply, but a symbolic act of 
a democratic institution working in 
defense of the ideals of the nation it 
wishes to lead. 

Thousands of Americans died 
fighting the Swastika back in the 
1940's. It would have been an insult 
to their memory had the GOP kept 
silent while a reptile like Duke 
wrapped himself both in the flag and 
the cloak of Republicanism when he 
is still nothing but a racist piece of 
trash. 

Mark R. Yzaguirre 
WRC'94 

Chairman, Rice Republicans 

Truth, not Rally Club, hurts Cubans 
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To the editors, 
I am writing in response to Shala 

Phillips' "Rally Club should cheer," 
in which she expressed her righ-
teous indignation at the Rally Club's 
"racial slurs" against the visiting 
Cuban National Team. As the son of 
Cuban exiles, I felt it was my "ethnic 
duty" to reply. I have three problems 
with Phillips' column: 
(1) Cubans are not a race; therefore, 
the adjective "racial" is out of place. I 
won't belabor this point 
(2) Disparaging some poor saps' 
haircuts is not a mortal offense. An-
noying? Yes. But a "slur?" "Slander?" 
My God, what would Phillips think 
of a baseball game, where sometimes 
it seems half of the fun is to question 
the pitcher's brains, looks, and sexual 
habits? Chanting "Too thin to win!" 
does not constitute a slur, either— 
unless it's due to lack of nutrients, 
which could very well be traced to 
their loveable government—the rea-
son that I am a hyphenated-Ameri-
can and not a visiting Cuban "come to 
cheer the home team." That brings 
me to 
(3) the cheer that really ticked Phillips 
off: "We've got democracy, how about 

you?" "The Cubans weren't laugh-
ing," Phillips wrote. 

(Sigh.) Pardon me. I see it differ-
ently. The national team of one of the 
more repressive dictatorships in the 

The Cuban team will 

remember a sea of 

faces—some happy, 

some bored, some 

laughing, but none with 

the haunted expression 

of the ever-watched. 

history of the Western Hemisphere 
(and one of the last avowedly Stalinist 
countries in the world) played a bas-
ketball game at a major American 
university, and onepoor idiot had the 
actual audacity to mention the simple 
truth and u se it as a way of getting the 
opposing team mad. Not that I think 

that the members of the Rally Club 
had anything so profound on their 
mind. At least not necessarily. But 
the truth is not a "racist verbal as-
sault," Ms. Phillips. 

As a famous Spaniard said, "Let 
me explain... no, it is too much; let 
me sum up." 
(1) Cubans aren't a race. 
(2) Ragging on somebody's haircut 
is not a slur, or racist and especially 
not both. (Ifthe Rally Club had started 
chanting, "Dirty Cuban wetback," I 
would feel differently.) 
(3) The truth hurts. 

Incidentally, Phillips sells the 
members of the Cuban team a little 
short when she posits that all they 
will rememberofRice is the "taunts." 
I think they'll remember something 
else entirely: a crowd of colorfully 
dressed young people, full of pride in 
their school, chanting the stupid 
things everybody chants when at an 
exciting ball game; and a sea of 
faces—some happy, some bored, 
some intent some laughing, but none 
with the haunted expression of the 
ever-watched. 

Alvaro Fernandez 
Lovett '92 



THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1991 3 

Polish perspective on the postmodern American academy 
byjacek Koronacki 

As a Pole born immediately after 
the Second Word War, I naturally 
admire the United States. Americans 
fought against the Nazis for Polish 
freedom. Americans sent milk to 
nourish Polish children. And Ameri-
cans encouraged hope for a future 
without Communism in Poland. The 
American people have continued to 
prevent much unnecessary oppres-
sion, misery, and despair in Poland. 

The American academy,however, 
is different In the early seventies, I 
focused my attention on the Ameri-
can market of ideas. From the outset, 
I was suprised to find considerable 
sympathy for the Soviets and their 
agenda among the American intel-
lectual fashion longs. 

in Poland was merely a "bad Marx-
ism," or that there is another Marx-
ism, one with a "human face." Show 
me another Marxism—but not on 
paper, in reality! 

American scholars try to fool me 
by referring to the poor Communist 
Gramsd, for example, who spent 10 
years in jail. Dr. Sherman tried to do 
this in hisrecentlettertothe Thresher. 
Perhaps Gramsci was a good-hearted 
guy, and I don't blame him for his 
error inventing the theory of cul-
tural hegemony for use by Commu-
nists in subjugating European societ-
ies. He died in 1937, soon after his 
release from jail, so he was neither 
aware of the Soviet reality in the thirv 
ties, nor alive when the cultural he-
gemony of the "Communist avant-
garde" was imposed upon one third 
of the world. 

Why do progressive gurus arrange curricula to 

promote relativism? Why do they emphasize 

post-modernism, as if this contemporary trend is 

a match for 2000 years of European thought? 

As I continued to examine the 
dominant political and ideological 
strands expressed in American 
journals of opinion and in the press, I 
noticed that academics continued 
their assault on traditional morality. 

Intheacademicyear 1985to 1986, 
I was fortunate to be given a visiting 
position at Rice University. I found 
the American academic situation to 
be much worse than I had expected. 
Scholars were continuing to include, 
or attempting to include, Marxistand 
neo-Marxist authors in university 
curricula all over the U.S. 

The agenda of these progessives 
seemed to me to be mostly 
ideological, not scholarly. The assault 
continued, but not just as an attack 
on traditional moral law. It was 
directed against something more 
fundamental: the notion of the objec-
tive existence of truth. 

As an outside observer I could not 
prove at that time that the progres-
sivist agenda was mostly ideological. 
But, because I had been subject to 
that sort of scholarship for years in a 
country governed by Marxists, I had 
good reasons to be suspicious. In 
Poland, my friends and I stubbornly 
and staunchly opposed that 
government 

Nobody will ever fool me into 
believing that what we experienced 

However, Gramsci and his best 
friend,Togliatti, did found the Italian 
Communist Party before Gramsci 
was imprisoned. Then, in the twen-
ties, Togliatti fled Mussolini's Italy 
and, before coming back to Italy in 
the forties, spent most of his time in 
Moscow. He necessarily knew about 
Stalin's genocide. He happily ac-
cepted Stalin's annexation of East-
Central Europe. And he remained a 
Communist until his death in 1963. 
He did all of this to build a better 
world under the cultural hegemony 
of avant-garde thinkers like Gramsci. 

Referring to Gramsci and quoting 
"one of the principal insights of post-
structuralist criticism" which echoes 
Gramsci's theory, Dr. Sherman at-
tempts to convince us that "those 
working from a left perspective 
employ...complex and subtle analyti-
cal tools." No, Sir! These subtle and 
complex tools are tools of hatred and 
manipulation. 

First, as I already mentioned, it 
was the Gramscian theory of cultural 
hegemony that the Communist elites 
tried on us in East-Central Europe 
after the Stalinist terror ended. Sec-
ond, the post-structuralist principle 
that "power relations are not con-
fined to the realm of politics or social 
conflict but permeate language, cul-
ture, all the forces that shape our 

Social students become 
conscientious citizens 
To the editors, 

I am writing to take issue with the 
opinions expressed by Marcia 
Huffman in the last Thresher. In her 
letter, Huffman takes oversimplifica-
tion and generalization from the 
sublime to the ridiculous. By substi-
tuting her personal definition of mo-
rality for the honor expected of Rice 
students, she draws conclusions that 
would make a majority of the student 
body a bunch of greedy, conniving, 
malicious, self-interested pigs. 

Over my four years at Rice, I have 
observed hundreds of students 
working hard for the Rice commu-
nity and having a social lives (they 
are often better known as college 
presidents, Thresher editors, RSVP 
volunteers, Honor Council members, 
etc.). I have also watched many of 
these same students (believe it or 
not1) go on to be productive and 
conscientious citizens. 

I am equally offended that I can-
not be "interested in the "pursuit of 
learning™ if I happen to have attended 
the pub every Thursday night this 
semester. I maintain that the factthat 
I have been to NOD the past four 
years, that the SA (of whieh I am 
proudly a member) co-sponsored "Do 
it in the Dark," and that my college 
hosts (and I support) parties like 
"Shut Up and Drink" and "Heaven & 
Hell," does NOT make me an "im-

moral individual." And if I may quote 
one of my mentors, "Let he who is 
without sin cast the first stone," John 
8:7. 

I would also like to take issue with 
Huffman's implication that partying 
(and what goes with it) is a negative 
thing. I sincerely believe that parties 
and the pub are extremely important 
in the socialization of young people 
who will need to be able to function in 
the adult world. Either students can 
learn the realities of the world in 
college, or they can learn when they 
get there—and be inadequately pre-
pared next to their peers. This is the 
last time that a person can make a 
few dumb mistakes and not be pe-
nalized permanently. 

Please do not misunderstand: I 
am fully aware that an individual can 
function happily throughout his life 
without alcohol and late-night danc-
ing. Additionally, I believe that there 
is no excuse for stupidity and danger-
ous behavior. However, reasonable 
students should allow their col-
leagues the opportunity to "test their 
wings" so to speak. I suggest that we 
not judge others whose lifestyles are 
different, but attempt to compromise 
with our neighbors as rational and 
understanding human beings. 

Mitre Miller 
Jones *92 

SA President 

daily experiences" rests on the false 
neo-Marxist premise that fundamen-
tal relations within society can be 
reduced to power relations. Just as 
the Gramscian theory, the post-
structuralist principle is an invitation 
for avant-garde elites to foster cul-
tural changes that would allow elites 
to dominate the rest of society. 

Almost 50 years ago, Michael 
Oaksehott discussed the flaws of 
modern rationalism in the context of 
political science. In the seventies and 
eighties, Leszek Kolakowski demon-
strated that it is impossible for an 
Enlightenment rationalist to speak 
of objective truth. President Rupp— 
in his recent speech on political cor-

rectness , "Teaching Virtue Turns 
Vicious"—corroborates this conclu-
sion: within post-Cartesian and anti-
Aristotelian philosophy it is impos-
sible to speak of objective truth. 

Given rationalism or any of its 
many children—post-structuralism 
included—we must either accept the 
absurdity of existence or start a power 
struggle. Dr. Sherman's premises 
suggest that post-structuralists have 
chosen the latter solution. 

However, had Dr. Sherman used 
a better example of post-structuralist 
achievement, if there is such, I would 
have eagerly reflected upon that par-
ticular achievement Unfortunately, 
contrary to what Dr. Sherman claims, 
in 1991 the agenda of progessives is 

not one of scholarly reflection. If it 
were, post-structuralists would teach 
their post-structuralism without any 
opposition whatsoever. No one would 
think of opposing a course in Levi-
Strauss' anthropology if the course 
were free of Levi-Strauss' ideology. 

vince students that there is no such 
thing as objective truth? Why do they 
put so much emphasis on post-mod-
ernism, as if this contemporary trend 
is a match for 2000years of European 
thought? In his recent speech, Rupp 
repeatedly defends post-modernist 

Dr. Sherman attempts to convince us that "those 

working from a left perspective employ...complex 

and subtle analytical tools." No, Sirl These are 

tools of hatred and manipulation. 

The problem begins when Levi-
Strauss dons the robe of a philoso-
pher, generalizes his scientific find-
ings into a philosophy of sorts, and 
tells me that my self is just an inter-
nalization of my native tongue. That 
is, it is not that I think but rather, it 
is my tongue that thinks through 
me. 

It was Levi-Strauss' belief in 
Marxist materialism that led him to 
this strange conclusion. While Levi-
Strauss has provided us with inter-
esting conclusions concerning dif-
ferent cultures, it is unfortunately 
his disputable philosophy which in-
terests progressive gurus. 

Why? Why do these progressive 
gurus arrange the curricula in such a 
way as to promote relativism, to con-

research as offering new in sights into 
anthropology, sociology, and literary 
criticism. Unfortunately, nowhere in 
his speech does he answer my ques-
tions. Does he really take it for granted 
that all American freshmen should 
be taught relativism? Should we really 
take it for granted that the Judeo-
Christian tradition is over? 

These scholars are attempting to 
engineer a change of our students' 
mores. They are working to have 
students reject the Judeo-Christian 
tradition and Graeco-Christian 
thought What they do, then, is not 
scholarly. Instead, it is ideological 
and revolutionary. 

Jacek Koronacki is a Visiting Associate 
Professor of Statistics. 

Huffman Testing Center not for Rice 
To the editors, 

As upstanding Rice seniors, we 
find that now is a good time to voice 
our opinion regarding the Rice Honor 
System We fanatically applaud the 
article in last week's Thresher, "Stu-
dents shape Honor System, not other 
way around," and have envisioned a 
Utopian community founded on the 
moral principles stipulated by the 
author. Since the honor pledge is 
now completely superfluous, and no 
trust whatsoever should be afforded 
any Rice student, current testing 
procedures should be completely 
revamped. 

Our model community will re-
quire the construction of a state-of-
the art testing facility, complete with 
armed guards and separate, sound-
proof, video-monitored cubicles for 
each test-taking student Since a strip 
search is obviously critical to the 
success of the Huffman Testing 
Center (named in honor of our in-
spiration), the building shall be di-
vided by gender. Any student such 
as those currently undeterred by "a 
simple signed statement" attempting 
a transgression of testing center 
guidelines will now be subjected to 
physical as well as academic pun-
ishment Prior to expulsion, scars in 
the shape of a "C" (standing for 
cheater) shall be inflicted, both upon 
the forehead and upon the breast, to 
serve as a constant reminder of the 
moral falL 

Finally, security walls shall be 

erected to keep potential underage 
drinkers on the dry Rice campus. 
Those ofagewho have demonstrated 
"good character" through attainment 
of a GPA of 3.80 or greater will be 
allowed off campus. However, such 
students, upon re-entry, must pass 
the stringent Rice BAC. test and 
register a level of0.01 or lower. Those 
sots who fail will be turned away to 
face almo st certain death in the harsh, 
cruel world outside of our beloved 
Rice community. 

It is our assertion that only in the 
absence of alcoholic consumption 
shall immoral campus traditions be 
expunged. Willy's Pub will be demol-
ished and the remains burned in front 
of Willy's statue to rejoice our 
newfound moral direction. Killer 
dobermans with razor-sharp pointy 
teeth will be released on the 13th, 
26th, and 31st of each month after 
the new 9 o'clock curfew on our 
campus, to ensure that Club 13 never 
runs again! 

To inculcate morality through 
improved party themes, we suggest 
the following: NOD shall stand for 
"Night of Dignity," a black-tie affair. 
"Shhh...I Have to Study"—BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Book) will replace 
"Shut up and Drink." "Just Don't Do 
It" will substitute for "Do it in the 
Dark." Academic trivia will be placed 
on the backpage of the Thresher, re-
placing all those filthy jokes. Our 
Rice Utopia is complete, except for 
those refinements Marcia Huffman 

will see fit to implement 
The Honor System is a necessary 

component of a Rice education. We 
feel privileged to attend a university 
where integrity is assumed; at other 
universities, the "Huffman Testing 
Center" is an almost-plausible real-
ity, where cheating is only reprehen-
sible when one is caught 

While some may take advantage 
of the Honor Code's freedom, a 
student's social habits can in no way 
predict his or her inclination to cheat 
The Honor System was not designed 
as an infallible net to ensnare every 
violator. Instead, the Honor Code 
perpetuates honesty through an ap-
peal to one's conscience as opposed 
to an external threat of detection. 

We deplore the opinion Ms. 
Huffman holds regarding the dignity 
of her fellow students. The Rice social 
life, as that of any university, offers 
diversity to suit the particular needs 
of its students. To question a studen t's 
ethics based on social generalizatio ns 
and to blindly condescend to a large 
proportion of the Rice student body 
is offensive to those who actively 
participate in such traditions as Beer-
Bike, Club 13, and Pub Night It is 
obvious that the author of the article 
is more preoccupied with her GPA 
than those that she so naively im-
pugns . 

Eric H. Marye 
Alexei M. Silverman 

Christopher R. Cowles 
Jones *92 

Puritanism not necessary for Honor 
To the editors, 

I read with great aggravation 
Marcia Huffman's letter, simply be-
cause I do not cheat on my exams. 

I do not attend any church. I drink 
daily and, occasionally, heavily. I have 
attended NOD each year IVe been at 
Rice. I run Club 13.1 am "unabashedly 
promiscuous," and not only my con-
versation, but my life, as well, often 
seems to be one long "perverted 
joke." 

Miss Huffman is correct in as-
serting that "Rice merely assumes, 
not produces good character in its 
students." Legislating our character 
is not Rice's function. I would be 
most distressed if Rice did attempt to 
do so, as she proposes. Libertinism 
in no way "subvert[s] the Honor 
System's very existence." The Honor 
Code merely seeks to ensure that we 
maintain very simple standards: we 
must not seek to advance ourselves 
by taking unfair advantage of others. 

It is a long leap from this basic code 
of conduct to the absolutist Puritan 
regime she proposes. I fail to see how 
a taste for sexual intercourse makes 
me untrustworthy and dishonorable. 
What I do with my genitalia is my 
(and my partner's or partners') 
business; it has nothing to do with 
whether or not I keep my word once 
I've given it 

My morality is clearly not Miss 
Huffman's. Nor are my goals hers, in 
all likelihood. And although I do 
"abandon all...common sense" to 
indulge in mindless pleasures on a 
fairly regular basis, and plead guilty 
as charged to abandoning "decency," 
defined as "that which is not offensive 
to Miss Huffman's aesthetic criteria" 
as well, I do not and will not abandon 
the basic decency requested by the 
Honor Code. 

I resent Miss Huffman's implica-
tion that, if I drink onThursday night, 
or run 13, or go to NOD, I am there-

fore uninterested in the "pursuit of 
learning." Her leap from this shaky 
conclusion to the assertion that I 
therefore must cheat on my exams is, 
as well as completely unfounded, ut-
terly insulting. 

I too am thankful for take-home 
exams, for being allowed to take my 
exam and work on it outside, for be-
ing trusted to be a "responsible, 
honest adult," and I agree that it is 
hard to separate an Honor Code ap-
plied to one's exams and to one's life. 
It is, however, perfectly possible to 
act with honor while acting without 
the morality propounded by Miss 
Huffman. I do not use other people to 
gain unfair advantage in either my 
academic life or my personal life. Not 
only do I not cheat I do not steal or 
rape. My life may not be moral by her 
standards, but it is also not dishonor-
able. 

Adam Thornton 
Wiess '94 
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Singling out subculture 
solves little, harms many 

by Ben Hippen 

A few months ago, I was lying on 
my couch at home with a bowl of 
soup and a box of tissues, feeling 
miserable. Not healthy enough to do 
anything else, I watched a B-movie. 
It wasn't a cinematic tour-de-force, 
but one scene stuck in my mind. I 
remembered it as I listened to stu-
dents and faculty at the recent Honor 
Council Open Forum, especially as 
they discussed issues related to 
Honor Council Case #6. 

The B-movie was "The Lords of 
Discipline," and the scene that came 
to mind was one in which a student at 
a military academy was found guilty 
of an Honor Code violation. As pun-
ishment, the student had to leave the 
academy by walking "The Walk of 
Shame"—a symbolof dishonor. Each 
student at the academy lined up in 
one of two facing lines. The guilty 
student then marched between the 
lines. Each student the guilty passed 
did an about face and remained with 
his back turned to the guilty. This 
continued until the he reached the 
front gate. He was expelled. The ar-
guments of participants in the recent 
forum were eerily similar to the cir-
cumstances of this scene. 

Some of the most vocal partici-
pants in the forum proposed that the 
Honor Council publish the names of 
convicted Honor Code violators, 
along with the circumstances of their 
offenses. According to these people, 
social pressure would deter Honor 
Code violators. In theory, revealing 
the identity of individual offenders 
would prevent the present 
complication of discrimination 
against a "subculture" which is in-
spired by the guilt-by-association 
semantics employed by the Thresher 
and other newspapers picking up the 
story. It would seem that many 
members of the Rice community— 
and members of the Thresher staff, in 
particular—prefer the non-confiden-
tiality policy. 

Those who wish to deny Honor 
Code violators confidentiality are 
sidestepping the real question. If we 
want to include public identification 
as punishment for Honor Code vio-
lations, we should say so up front 
Consider everything associated with 
this alternative: universal condem-
nation of the violator by his or her 
peers, the removal of any possibility 
of trust between the violator and fac-
ulty members, and possibly an ir-
reparable stigma on the violator that 
would follow him or her into gradu-

Ben Hippeti is a freshman at Wiess 
College. 
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Athletics a problem in 
itself, not just scapegoat 

ate school or the workplace. This is 
not unlike a "Walk of Shame," only 
the consequences in this case are 
more far reaching than most propo-
nents are willing to admit 

We should follow Wendy Burk's 
suggestion: put the non-confidential-
ity proposal to a vote in the spring. 
Let us revise the consensus penal-
ties, having considered the conse-
quences, so that anyone found guilty 
of a violation must go through a trial, 
receive substantial academic 
punishment and then be put before 
a firing squad of the Rice community 
as a whole. Unfortunately, this does 
not seem compatible with the spirit 
of the Honor Code penalties, which 
are intended to be "rehabilitative." 

The widespread "humans are ulti-
mately real bastard s, without scruples 
or honor" rhetoric appearing in 
Steven Bryant's article may contrib-
ute to the popularity of the non-confi-
dentiality position. Ultimately, how-
ever, I don't think that non-confiden-
tiality is what anyone really desires. 

Why would we want to know the 
names of Honor Code violators in the 
first place? Those at the forum were 
not perplexed by this question. 
Throughout history, executions have 
drawn a crowd. Should we, then, con-

SEE SUBCULTURE. PAGE 5 

by Amit Dinesh Mehta 

In recent weeks, we have seen a 
flurry of activity to deflect the nega-
tive media attention received by 
Rice's athletic program. Many have 
lambasted the Thresher news staff for 
reporting the heavy involvement of 
scholarship athletes in Honor Coun-
cil Case #6. Rice Athletic Department 
spokesman Bill Cousins has called 
these findings "innuendo and rumor" 
that have created "unfair" negative 
perceptions of Rice athletes. Student 
writers have described the national 
media as a bunch of irresponsible 
hounds in search of sensational hype. 

This pattern of resistance and 
denial could be subverting a valuable 
opportunity—a chance to use the 
shock value from negative media at-
tention to spark a serious reconsid-
eration of the role of intercollegiate 
athletics at Rice. 

This recent Honor Council case 
forced many students to reconsider 
the viability of the Honor Code. De-
spite Honor Council Chairman 
Wendy Burk's attempt to label the 
violation as an "isolated incident" that 
"should [not] be taken as an indica-
tor of the overall observance of the 
Honor Code at Rice," it is clear that 
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the news of this violation has perma-
nently changed the landscape of 
campus sentiment regarding two as-
pects of our community: the Honor 
System and the athletic program. 

In the wake of this violation, sev-
eral editorials—in the Thresher and in 
city newspapers—have questioned 
the wisdom of maintaining the Honor 
System. The current discussions, 
both in the Thresherand at the recent 
Honor Council Open Forum, have 
served to increase student awareness 
but have not necessarily motivated 
large-scale changes in the system. 
However, if another Case #6 were to 
occur soon, it seems that a drastic 
revision of either the Honor Code or 
the athletic program—or perhaps 
both—would be inevitable. 

In this light, Case #6 should have 
focused our attention upon two 
pressing problems on campus. It has 
been partially successful in this re-
spect Last week's Thresher staff edi-
torial notes that "the recent case may 
be indicative of certain flaws inherent 
in the Honor System." Despite the 
apparently monolithic, conservative 
stance of the entire current Honor 
Council, many students have for-
warded proposals for change that 
must be considered seriously. 

In another important respect, 
however, the lessons of Case #6 are 
not achieving their full potential im-
pact The violation exposed not only 
problems with the Honor System, 
but also several alarming character-
istics of the Rice athletic program. 
Instead of seriously considering the 
problems with athletics, many writers 
are dismissing them as "unfair" prod-
ucts of irresponsible journalism and 
referring to the athletic program as 
only a "convenient scapegoat" for the 
problem with the Honor System itself. 
It is true that the affiliation of many 
violators with the athletic program 
has prompted many members of our 
community to be unfairly suspicious 
of many innocent scholarship ath-
letes. However, one cannot deny the 
heavy involvement of scholarship 
athletes in this case. 

In a broader context, athletes 
comprise 8% of the Rice student body 
but are responsible for about 50% of 
Honor Code violations. This is an 
intolerable state of affairs that exist-
ing policies have failed to rectify for 
the past thirty years. 

Just as students have focused on 
problems regarding the Honor 
System, they should also focus on 
the shortcomings of the athletic pro-
gram that contributed to this 

SEE ATHLETICS, PAGE 5 - ^ 

Amit Dinesh Mehta is a senior at 
Lovett College. 

Athletic problem remains; recent honor case just a new wound 
by Amy Keener 

Sparked by the recent unprec-
edented Honor Council case, the 
current debate about the Honor 
System has splintered in many di-
rections—opening old wounds and 
creating new ones. 

Honor Council Chairman Wendy 
Burk summarized one old wound in 
a letter to the Thresher "Our Honor 
System has weathered skeptics and 
distrust for seventy-five years." So it 
has, precisely because the system 
works very well, for most of the stu-
dent body. 

The scope of the recent case, 
however, has prompted many to once 
again call the entire system into 
question and has revived old con-
cerns about the efficacy of the Honor 
System. Professors have urged stu-
dents to report violations. Students 
have clamored to proclaim that "on 
my honor" still means something. 
Another has claimed that the "Honor 
Code has degenerated into a shred-
ded security blanket which the Rice 
administration, student body, and 
Honor Council continue to wrap 
themselves in." 

Is this the unavoidable response 
to a violation involving more than 
one percent of the undergraduate 
student body? Yes and No. 

Another old wound dates back to 
the 1974 Rice University Self-Study, 
which reported that athletes are 
"involved in about half of the viola-
tions that are turned in." The 1984 
study reports the same phenomenon, 
stating it "can only work to the disad-
vantage of...the integrity of the 
Honor System at Rice University." 

Prophecy? The '84 report contin-
ues, "some of these violations appear 
to be preplanned group actions sug-
gesting a subculture among student 
athletes that does not accept the 
responsibilities of the Honor Sys-
tem." 

Coincidence? Almost eight years 
later, the situation is the same. 

This case introduces a new wound 
which complicates the issue. While 
no one complained about a breach of 
confidentiality when those studies 
were published eight and 18 years 
ago, this year's Thresher article stat-
ing that the violation occurred in a 
recitation section madeupof "agood 
percentage of athletes" has spurred 
heated arguments over the role of 

confidentiality in the Honor Code. 
Perhaps the explanation for the 

disparate reaction lies in the fact that 
problems tend to lose their poignancy 
three or four years down the line. 
This does not mean that back-burner 
problems disappear. 

Addressing difficult issues openly 
is the only way to effect change, and 
effecting change is not always a 
smooth process. For the first time, 
the university public has immediate 
access to information which may 
prove useful in addressing a statisti-
cally documented cheating trend. 

Confidentiality ensures protection; 
everyone is in agreement on that 
However, the results of this protection 
are a mixed blessing. Although it gives 
convicted violators a security net and 
a second chance as the Honor Council 
intends, italso prevents us from being 
aware of patterns in violations which 
may prove useful in future attempts 
to remedy problem areas. 

These patterns may, of course, be 
of any nature—by college, by GPA, 
by extracurricular activity. We don't 
know unless the(dalta is available. As 
a community, we'must decide if con-
victed violators deserve protection at 
this expense. 

Somewhere along the line in the 
recent case, confidentiality broke 
down to some extent, with potential 
for both positive and negative results. 
The negative results focus on the 
alleged stereotyping of a subculture 
and the establishment of grounds for 
discrimination against all athletes. 

However, attempting to draw 
similarities between a group of viola-
tors is vastly different from attempt-
ing to project those similarities onto 
a broader group. This distinction is 
frequently overlooked by those 
claiming that publishing group affili-
ations serves no purpose other than 
to harm innocent group members. 

Certainly harm has been done to 
innocent athletes in case. Harm 
has also been done to innocent 
membersofthegeneral student body. 
Our efforts to understand and resolve 
issues related to the Honor System 
are thwarted by confidentiality re-
strictions. 

In this stateof half-knowledge, we 
should all remember that the actions 
of certain individuals do not speak 
for any entire group currently en-
rolled at the university, athletes or 
otherwise. We must also remember 
that information is a powerful tool 

and that, without information, we are 
incapable of fully resolving anything. 
We cannot make improvements 
without identifying problems. 

The positive results from the re-
cent case include the opportunity for 
members of the Rice community to 
address fully the issues raised. We 
should send a clear message that a 
violation of the Honor Code, by any 
individual, is intolerable and damages 
the perceived academic integrity of 
everyone. 

If the Honor Code is truly as im-
portant to the community as we claim, 
then this case must not be used as a 
justification for withholding infor-
mation. Social pressures and the 
fostering of individual responsibility 
for individual actions may be the most 
efficacious way to uphold the Honor 
Code and to prevent unfair generali-
zations. 

Reevaluating the entire Honor 
System is the inevitable response to 
such a case only if the general student 
body is responsible. By focusing on 
the violators rather than the system, 
we can avoid this response. 

Amy Keener, Netus Editor, is a senior 
at Lovett College. 
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ice students not apathetic, just lack healthy public space 
by Mark David Schoenhals 

Two weeks ago, I discussed the 
dangers inherent in the kind of poli-
tics which we practice today: "poli-
tics-as-laugh-in," in the words of 
Stephen Tyler, politics as a relic "in 
official museums of legislatures..., 
and in the parodic spectacles of 
elections...meant for the entertain-
ment of the populace. "This is politics 
after the eclipse of the public. 

In that piece, I described several 
problems which result from our po-
litical practices. However, I did not 
explain adequately an alternative ap-
proach to this politics: healthy public 
discourse. By discussing what it 
means for discourse to be "public" 
and "healthy," I intend to develop an 
ideal which I believe our community 
ought to pursue. 

the particular concerns of others and 
identify weaknesses in our own opin-
ions. In a way that is not possible in 
private, we can grow to understand 
each other's needs, desires, and wor-
ries. Through public discourse, we 
can develop more realistic and uni-
versal perspectives. Intelligent opin-
ions cannot be formed in isolation. 

Political isolation is not physical. 
We must be aware that we can be in 
a crowd and still be politically iso-
lated—especially if that crowd con-
sists exclusively of people like us. As 
students, we live with three or four 
others in small suites every day for 
four years. In this environment, we 
may still have largely private under-
graduate experiences politically. 

Nationally, we discuss issues with 
people of similar backgrounds and 
ways of looking at the world, mem-
bers of our own milieus. For the most 

The recent Honor Council open forum exempli-

fied the kind of community discussion that we 

often need but rarely find on our campus. People 

involved intensely in various parts of campus life 

converged to express their ideas to each other. 
Ordinarily, we think of "public" 

vs. "private" in terms of the economy. 
If the government performs a task, it 
is a public service; if a corporation 
does it, it is private. We may also 
think of the distinction between pub-
lic and private in terms of our per-
sonal lives. What is known by the 
community is public, whereas what 
is reserved for a special few is pri-
vate. 

In America, we have historically 
glorified the private. Since we associ-
ate private business with economic 
efficiency, we want corporations to 
provide our goods and services. We 
also desire personal privacy for our-
selves and our families. We justifi-
ably prefer privacy in these areas. 

Perhaps inadvertently, we exalt 
the private in politics as well Last 
week I elaborated upon our tendency 
to watch politics from the seats of our 
Lazy Boy recliners instead of partici-
pating actively in a true public life. 
Although economic and personal 
privacy may provide important ben-
efits for us, privacy in politics may 
deny us the opportunity to form intel-
ligent opinions on substantive issues. 

Inapublic sphere, we can listen to 

part, we form our political opinions in 
private, without the important chal-
lenges to our opinions which are fre-
quent in public, in true dialogue with 
people with different perspectives. 

The recent Honor Council open 
forum exemplified the kind of com-
munity discussion that we often need 
but rarely find on our campus. People 
involved intensely in various parts of 
campus life converged to express 
their ideas to each other. Participants 
mo st likely acquired during the forum 
a better understanding of the com-
plex issues related to the Honor 
System. Each brought a privately 
formulated particular concern and 
shared it publicly. 

Unfortunately, such public forums 
are unusual. We continue to suffer 
from a surfeit of political privacy, 
which deprives us of an important 
opportunity for growth. Rice students 
are reputed to be apathetic. Although 
my impression of the public Rice 
confirms this reputation, my private 
experience contradicts it directly. 

As Rice students, we earn our 
apathetic reputation not because we 
fail to enjoy intelligent conversations 
about relevant political issues, but 

because we carry on these conversa-
tions privately. Small enclaves of 
people engaging in rational critical 
debate abound. Yet, where a compre-
hensive university should have a 
public forum for discourse, at Rice 
there is a conspicuous void. 

Rice should produce citizens who 
are prepared to support or perhaps 
lead a democratic society, but the 
political privacy on campus precludes 
our development as public figures. 
Public discussion would help us for-
mulate more enlightened opinions 
on significant issues. 

At Rice, a public sphere is essen-
tial if the rules that govern our uni-
versity are to reflect a community 
consensus rather than a compromise 
of various, conflicting pressure 
groups, if they are to reflect a coher-
ent vision rather than a sporadic ca-
tering to capricious affections. 

In university decision-making, the 
mo st powerful groups' proposals tend 
to be implemented. Opposing groups 
concede defeat, but nevertheless re-
main unpersuaded that the "best" 
proposal became the official policy. 

This undermines the legitimacy 
of official policies. Healthy public 
discourse would allow opposing 
groups to understand each other. In-
stead, they fight against each other 
from polar positions, each steadfastly 
maintaining a conviction that the oth-
ers are completely wrong. There is 
no sphere in which disagreements 
can be resolved to mutual satisfaction. 

Necessarily implicit in my de-
scription of a "public" sphere for dis-
course is my ideal of a "healthy" pub-
lic space. 

We should all contribute to public 
discourse as equals free of inhibiting 
power relationships. This does not 
mean, however, that all perspectives, 
opinions, and comments are equally 
valid. Our judgement is still essen-
tial, but our bases for judgement re-
main open for evaluation by others. A 
diversity of individual concerns 
should be brought to bear on the 
problems we face. 

We must engage in debate with a 
willingness to be persuaded by oth-
ers who present better arguments. 
Such a public domain does not have 
room for dogma. We must abandon a 
political position in light of convinc-
ing contrary evidence. If an opinion 
does not stand up in rational critical 
debate, then one cannot maintain it 
The only acceptable absolute is a 
prior belief in our ability to communi-
cate effectively with one another. 

Athletics 
FROM PAGE 4 

embarrasing situation. Perhaps such 
an evaluation can help determine why 
such an unacceptable level of aca-
demic deceit is coming from this 
subculture, and, more importantly, 
what can be done to prevent it from 
continuing. 

National media coverage has been 
skewed by an excessive focus on the 
role of athletes in subverting the 
Honor System. However, this media 
coverage seems justified. Taken 
alone, the Honor Code violation is an 
internal university affair. However, 
once the role of scholarship athletes 
was exposed, the event acquired a 
larger context which made it relevant 
for national media coverage. 

Rather than dismissing this cov-
erage as lopsided and distorted, we 
should redirect our criticism away 
from "irresponsible'' journalists and 
toward irresponsible Rice adminis-
trative policies which led to these 
conditions. In other words, bad pub-
licity should be allowed to fulfill its 
positive shock value; it should spark 
student awareness that the Rice ath-
letic department—like those of other 
Southwest Conference schools—is 
not without serious problems. In the 
past, bad publicity has served to 
motivate important changes in abu-
sive practices at other NCAAathletic 
programs around the country. Now 
it is our turn. 

But we are denying the problems. 
Curiously, while students have vig-
orously reassessed the Honor Sys-

tem, there has been no parallel effort 
to criticize the athletic department 
and propose reforms. Perhaps the 
only effort in this direction came from 
a letter written by a faculty member, 
Dr. Thomas HaskelL Instead of con-
veniently ignoring these problems, 
we should discuss them openly. 

As a result of preferential admis-
sion policies, the average scholar-
ship athlete's SAT score is 300 points 
below the university norm, and some 
athletes are admitted with cumula-
tive scores of around 800. Scholar-
ship athletes do have an impressive 
graduation rate and a mean GPA of 
2.82, only 0.18 below the university 
norm. 

However, data collected by Dr. 
Mark Scheid indicates that athletes 
have tended to drift into less com 
petitive majors. Of the 177 athletes 
who had declared majors in 1990, 
57% were pursuing a Managerial 
Studies major and 27% were studying 
Human Performance and Health Sci-
ence (H PER). Athletes comprise 88% 
of the HPER majors. Additionally, 
around half of all athletes were ma-
joring in only Managerial Studies or 
HPER. Few students would argue 
that these majors are particularly dif-
ficult In fact the curriculum com 
mittee last year voted to eliminate 
Managerial Studies as a single ma-
jor. 

These conditions indicate that the 
national media is correct in asserting 
that Rice "must compromise its ad-
mission standards in some way in 
order to compete." Although many 
Rice students are aware of these 
troubling facts, they tend to suppress 

Beyond the hedges, unfortunately, 
this belief might be misguided. 

Nevertheless, the most important 
part of a healthy public is faith that a 
resolution of any debate is possible, 
faith that we share a common ground. 
In the Rice community, this faith is 
reasonable. Here, although it is not 
always apparent we often agree on 
what we want We should not be so 
confident in our individually (pri-
vately) formulated plans to achieve 
these goals. 

with all of the advantages of true 
healthy public discourse. Then, at 
least we can go out into the real world 
with a better sense of what we ought 
to be doing. 

We should overcome political pri-
vacy by working against our inclina-
tions to discuss important issues only 
with certain cliques of people—per-
haps exclusively with our roommates. 

After a year of living with our 
roommates, we knowwhatthey have 
to say. We could carry on the same 

While we dwell in the world within the hedges, we 

have an unequaled opportunity to reflect critically 

on where society should be headed with all of the 

advantages of tme healthy public discourse. 

When our debates merely con-
cern means, we have a solid oppor-
tunity for the reconciliation ofvarious 
approaches. Even in occasional de-
bates which concern fundamental 
differences in values, I believe that 
we could reach a consensus within 
the Rice community. I suspect, how-
ever, that we will be able to do nei-
ther with the kind of private chatter 
that currently prevails. 

Politics in the real world may re-
main "politics-as-entertainment" Off 
campus, healthy public discourse 
may remain a fiction. 

While we dwell in the world within 
the hedges, however, we have an 
unequaled opportunity to reflect 
critically on what we really want—on 
where society should be headed— 

debate with ourselves. The challenge 
must come from others. 

Political privacy makes us appear 
apathetic to each other. Political pri-
vacy definitely deprives. Hannah 
Arendt tells this story. It is not coinci-
dence that the words "privacy" and 
"deprivation" share the same root 

At Rice, we have not established a 
physical place which can serve as a 
public space. We have not developed 
social norms conducive to healthy 
public discourse. 

It is crucial that we construct and 
sustain a lively, healthy public sphere. 
It is a necessary part of what every' 
university ought to be. 

Mark Schoenhals, Opinion Editor and 
Columnist, is asenioratLovettcollege. 

serious consideration of them, pre-
ferring instead to enjoy the next foot-
ball or basketball game 

Coupled with the regimented 
schedule and time constraints which 
athletes must face, an inferior 
academic preparation could be an 
overwhelming handicap for many 
athletes who may otherwise have 
entered more competitive fields. 
Additionally, this handicap can be 
expected almost to induce cheating 
as a means to stay afloat in an envi-
ronment where competitors are 
much better prepared and have con-
siderably more time to pursue their 
studies. 

Athletes do provide many ben-
efits to the university. However, Rice 
can tolerate no diversity when it 
comes to academic integrity. The 
historically disproportionate rate at 
which athletes have violated the 
Honor Code cannot be allowed to 
continue. The stakes, including the 
viability of the Honor System and the 
value of a Rice diploma, are far too 
high to gamble. 

The student body has been vigi-
lant in criticizing and reevaluating 
the Honor Code. However, the Ath-
letic Department should not be seen 
only as a scapegoat for an Honor 
System problem It should be seen as 
a problem in itself, deserving at least 
equal attention. Without a serious 
change in the role of intercollegiate 
athletics at Rice, I fear that a 
reoccurence of Case #6 could force 
the university to make some painful 
decisions under high pressure, 
decisions that might be avoided if we 
properly consider these issues now. 

Subculture 
FROM PAGE 4 

sider throwing tomatoes at and spit-
ting upon violators part of our aca-
demic duty? Should we take pride in 
publicly humiliating someone who 
has, intentionally or not exercised 
poor judgement and made a mistake? 
More important, shall we enhance 
our own moral stature and sense of 
superiority by berating these mis-
takes? Are we, as one person sug-
gested, merely out to satisfy our curi-
osity? Either way, it hardly seems 
appropriate or just to squash some-
one else for such a self-serving, petty 
reason. 

We have seen on these Opinion 
pages of the Thresher an influx of 
commentary on the severity of pun-
ishment meted out by the Honor 
Council. And we have seen much 
speculation that a "subculture" at Rice 
is responsible for these problematic 
Honor Code violations. 

Many have expressed dismay over 
the leniency of the quadruple loss of 
credit which most guilty students 
received. One letter, written by Amit 
Mehta and Mark Schoenhals, 
seemed particularly credible because 
it was signed by each of the college 
presidents. They collectively "won-
der why the consensus penalty was 
so weak." I'm amazed that our com 
munity leaders waited for almost 10 
weeks after the consensus penalties 
were published in the Thresher to 
"wonder" this aloud. 

The next paragraph also sur-
prises: "it would be useful to examine 
the possibility that it is a particular 
subculture in our university that en-
genders such a blatant disrespect for 
the Honor System" I wonder if we 
are dumping our problems on a 
"particular subculture" because of 
the rather speculative Thresher 
headline, "Large Honor Council case 
involved athletes'recitation section." 

It is ironic that those command-
ing the very medium by which the 
Rice community is exposed to self-
serving moralistic accounts of a coor-
dinated subversion of the Honor Code 
have had no qualms about violating 
the confidentiality of the case in 
question by using dubious sources 
of information and attention-grabbing 
headlines. 

Many of the revisions suggested 
recently reflect an understandable 
frustration and disillusionment with 
the idea that an Honor Code violation 

on such a grand scale could happen 
here at Rice. The convenience of 
being able to dump this scandal on a 
"subculture" (athletes) is an 
appealing out for individuals who 
don't like to admit that "mainstream" 
students may cheat Worse yet the 
scandal may be exploited by those 
who do not want athletics at Rice. 

We must address the problems of 
large-scale violations like Case #6, 
but not with the holier-than-thou, 
simple-minded rhetoric that has been 
generated in the past few weeks. Al-
though we are disappointed and even 
angry about the recent events, we 
cannot allow those feelings to inter-
fere with ourunderstanding of where 
the problems involving the Honor 
System lie and how we should ad-
dress them. 

By isolating a single student, a 
group of students, or a "subculture," 
a grave injustice is done to many by 
implication. As much as we would 
like to be able to dismiss Case #6 by 
naming names or saying "it's just 
athletes," we must not allow ourselves 
to permit a system which can lead to 
incrimination by group association. 
To do so invites misunderstanding, 
divisiveness, and ultimately preju-
dice. Such a state of affairs makes an 
even worse statement about the 
character of the Rice community than 
an honor code violation. 

APRIL 
MCAT? 

Yes, You Can! 
• You can prepare with 

the best test prep in town. 

• and you can be ready... 

• Small classes. Big scores. 
G u a r a n t e e d , 

Classes start F e b . 1st , 
Call for information. 

688-5500 
PRINCETON 
REVIEW 
We Score More! 
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RE-LAX, 
1 KNOW 
ANOTHER 
SHORTCUT. 

AND GOP BLB5S 
MOMMYANP PAPPY, 
ANP GOP BLESS 
6RANPMA ANP 
GRANDPA ANP 

GRAMS... 

...AND ALSO 
TAKE 5XTRA 
GOOPCARE 
OF MOMMY'S 
PASSENGERS 

AMEN 

MOMMY'S 
PASSENGERS * 

Pl£ASE 
I HAVE 
A FAMILY.. 

l! 

W W W V W W 

excuse ME? 
DRIVE*2 I 
ONL-ymrr 
TV 60 TO 
53RP STREET, 

RELAX, THIS 
IS A SHORT-

CUT- I'M TRY-
ING TO SAVE 
YOU A LITTLE 
MONEY HERB-

SURE, BUT YOU 
6ET YOUR U.N. 
TRAFFIC1 IF WE 
JUST60... UH-OH, 

ONEWAY... 

BUT IT'S 
ONLY A 
sevEN-
BLOCK 
RJDE! 

T PONT BELIEVE IT! THAT PIPNT 
USED TO BE ONE WAY! OKAY, WE'LL 
60DOWN TENTH... HMM... THIS 
COULD BE THE WRONG LANE... 
PIP WE JUST GET ON THEBRIP6E? 

\ DAM.N! 

OKAY, WE'RE 
601 N6 TO 
JERSEY. BUT 
I'LL PICK UP 
THE TOLLS 

I'M IN 
THLCAB 

FROMHELL, 
ARENTI? 

v w v v w y w a 

OKAY, WBRB HEADING 
BACK TO MANHATTAN, 
OKAY? 160T IT ALL 
UNDER CONTROL, OKAY? 

AND THE TOLLS ARB ON 
ME, OKAY? I DONTWANT 
YOU TO THINK I'M RJPPIN6 
YOU OFF HERE... WHAT'S THAT 
SIGN SAY ? CAN YOU SEE IT? 

"WELCOME TO PENNSYLVANIA'? 
HEY, NO WAY! S0METH!N6'S 
WR0N6 THERE' OH, HELL-, 
I MUST HA VE MISREAD IT... 

YOU'RE TAKJN6 LISTEN, YOU 
ME TO YOUR 60T A MAP 
HIDE-OUT, OFTHEMID-

AREN'T YOU? ATLANTIC STATES' 

SOME PEOPLE HAVE NO CONSIP 
ERATION, KNOW WHAT I'M 
SAY/N6 ? I NOTICE IT A LOT 
MORE NOW THAT I'M A 

PROFESSIONAL PRIVER. 

MISS? EXCUSE ME7 

US BEEN THREE 
HOURS SINCE I 
STEPPED INTO 

YOUR CAP... 

YOU 
WOULDN'T 
BELIEVE 
SOMEOF 

THE 

RELAX, I 6PEAT. 
KNOWPHILLY. USED TO 
I USED TO • LIVE IN 
LIVE HERE. MANHATTAN 

LOOK AT THIS CLOWN 
DRIVING WITH HIS 

3R16HTS ON 

DISPATCH 'THIS IS 
65. CAN YOU GIVE 
ME SOME DIRECTIONS 
TO 35 ROCKEFELLER 

PLAZA 

YOU JUST TOOK 
A FARE TO 
PHILADELPHIA? 
WITH THE METER 

RUNNING? 

NICE WORK, 
65. IS THE 
GENTLEMAN 
NEW V OUR 
COUNTRY? 

NO, HIS 
BN6LISH 
IS PRETTY cnD, 
GOOD. M 'SOB! 

AFFIRM-
AREYOU 

65 
PHILADELPHIA ATIVE. 

w« * 

STOP! PLEASE' 
I CANT TAKB 
ANYMORE! 
LET ME OUT 
OF THIS CAB! 

WERE ALMOST HOME. 
THAT'S THE TOLL BOOTH 
FOR THE HOLLAND 
TUNNEL UP AHEAD... 

IT IS? ARB 
YOU SURB ? j 
IT LOOKS 
LIKE... LIKE,.. 

CAL!V\ 
POWN, 

BUPDY... 

DAMN. YOU 
CUSTOMS HA VE ANYTHING 

TO DECLARE 

Gag-rule 
legislation 
assertions 
corrected 
To the editors, 

I was surprised to find that the headline 
article of last week's Thresher ("Campus callers 
contact congressmen") contained two signifi-
cant inaccuracies. 

Referring to the attempt to override 
President Bush's veto on a bill that would 
effectively repeal the Gag Rule, the article 
states that efforts by pro-choice groups resulted 
in a gain of only two House votes. This is not 
correct; the bill originally passed the House 
with272votes, gaining fourvotes in the override 
attempt for a total of 276. The article presents 
Leslie Raneri's opinion that these votes were 
not significant, but it neglects to mention two 
important facts. Votes are usually lost on a veto 
override attempt because party loyalty makes 
members of Congress reluctant to vote against 
the president; under these circumstances 
gaining four votes is significant Also, this is 
the closest any veto override attempt has come 
to succeeding since President Bush obtained 
office. 

The second inaccuracy is Ms. Raneri's 
statement that Representative Mike Andrews 
is "one of only five sponsors of a bill that would 
make Roe v. Wade federal law." The article 
neglected to add the correction that Rep. 
Andrews is one of only five Texas sponsors for 
the Freedom of Choice Act As of February, 
this bill had a total of 118 sponsors in the House 
and 26 sponsors in the Senate. Ms. Raneri's 
quote was further misleading because it implied 
that the number of sponsors of a bill is the 
same as the number of supporters. A sponsor 
is simply a member of Congress who pledges 
to work for the passage of a bill and to try to 
gain support for it Not all who vote for a bill 
sponsor it; many bills are passed with three or 
fewer sponsors. The fact that 118 
Representatives have already come forward to 
pledge full support for the Freedom of Choice 
Act is a good sign that there will be enough 
votes to pass it 

I would also like to make a correction in the 
headline of the letter by the Rice for Choice 
Executive Board. In last week's Thresher, the 
letter was titled "Celebrate and defend pro-
choice as sexual freedom." This misleading 
statement confuses reproductive freedom with 
sexual freedom. Rice for Choice supports 
reproductive freedoms such as easily available 
contraception and safe, legalized abortion. We 
take no stand on sexual freedom issues such 
as premarital sex or homosexuality. 

Dori Allen 
Hanszen '93 

Dori AUen is Vice-President of Rice Jbr Choice. 

Third-party 
clause in sex 
draft clarified 
To the editor, 

I wish to clarify a statement made by Shaila 
Dewan in her November 22 analysis of the 
draft sexual harassment policy. With reference 
to third party complaints, she gave as an 
example "a student who feels his or herworking 
environment is affected by a professor's 
harassing another student may file a charge." 

An individual making a third party complaint 
should show that he or she was treated 
unfairly—denied a benefit, a promotion, an 
award, etc.—because a professor or supervisor 
favored another student or employee with 
Whom that professor or supervisor was sexually 
involved. The third party who is complaining 
would have a genuine reason to be concerned 
about the relationship, such as the loss of an 
opportunity or benefit, as opposed to simply 
disapproving of the couple's behavior. 

The law governing sexual favoritism as a 
form of sexual harassment is evolving. The 
language in the draft policy's reference to third 
party complaints will be reviewed and 
rephrased as necessary in order to minimize 
any possibility of misleading inferences. 

Paula N. Cox 
Co-Director, 

Equal Employment 
Opportunity Programs 
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Rising tuition trend to continue, 
exact increase still unknown 
by James Young 

Next year, students will be paying 
more to attend Rice University. This 
is no surprise since tuition has been 
steadily increasing the past several 
years, but in 1992 the increase may 
exceed the usual $800 jump. 

"The increase is not determined 
yet" said Vice-President for Finance 
and Administration Dean Currie.The 
Board of Governors will discuss tu-
ition increases, revenues and expen-
ditures and mil propose a new bud-
get in January, 1992. 

SA Tuition Committee chair Erik 
Leidal said, "It would be safe to say 
the increase will be between $600 
and $1200." 

Reasons for the jump 
Tuition increases result when ex-

penditures exceed revenues. Ac-
cording to Currie, cost drivers are 
numerous. "Basic cost drivers have 
to do with people. The toughest of 
these is health insurance and fringe 
benefits. It is a problem to every-
body, not just Rice University." 

Employing students is expensive 
due to insuring them. The rate of 
health insurance for everyone rises 
25 to 40percentayear. Also, providing 
a quality faculty costs money. Raises 
must be given each year to keep both 
student employees, staff, and faculty 
happy 

"The quality of Rice's faculty is 
continually increasing, and we must 
be able to offer competitive salaries," 
said Currie. 

The Campus Enhancement Pro-
gram, concerned with faculty re-
cruitment, has been put on hold due 
to a lack of funds, while many profes-
sors feel that their salaries are not 
competitive enough. In 1991 Rice paid 
$48,424 for instruction and depart-
mental research. 

Currie believes that spending this 
money, "allows the university to be 
Rice, to be special and have small 
classes, and have professors teach 

the majority of undergraduate 
classes." 

Another expense that has in-
creased at Rice is the utilities opera-
tions and maintenance. With the ad-
dition of two new buildings to the 
campus, Rice has increased it's space 
by twelve percent This translates into 
an eighty-five percent increase in the 
universities cooling load, which will 
cost about $170,000 more. Also, 
electricity will cost more to power the 
lights and air-conditioning units. The 
rates for electricity and gas have risen, 
costing Rice $289,000 more. The new 
water supply for Rice, that cost 
$240,000 to achieve, will now cost 
$289,000 more because of increased 
rates. 

Overall, Rice University will spend 
about one million more on utilities 
and maintenance. However, conser-
vation efforts by the Administration 
are estimated to save around 
$215,000. There is also an increased 
awarenesson campus concerning the 
actions the student body can take to 
keep utility costs down. 

The Athletic Department still re-
mains as a source of expense at Rice. 
As a part of the Auxiliary enterprises, 
the Athletic Department contributed 
greatly to the $20,303 spent last year, 
compared to the $18,440 that Auxil-
iary enterprises made. 

Figures came from Tuition com-
mittee records. 

Money Makers 
The main source of Rice 

University's income is the huge en-
dowment, which has a market value 
of $1 billion. The interest on this sum 
plays a great part in Rice's financial 
affairs. If the interest rates are down, 
Rice does not make enough money, 
and must find other sources of in-
come. Some of this money has been 
invested, and the returns on those 
investments go toward Rice's ex-
penses. 

Gifts, grants, and contracts all add 
to Rice's revenues. These sources 
have almost doubled in the past five 

Fiction Fact 
President Rupp determines Only the Board of Governors 

the tuition each year can increase tuition. 

The Board of Governors plans to 
raise tuition by a large fixed 

percentage each year. 

President Rupp would like to 
see Rice's tuition coreparable 

to that of Ivy League Institutions. 

As Rice's tuition goes up, its 
student body will become more 

geared towards assistance 
' to wealthy. 

Higher tuition has already driven 
countless students away. 

All new buildings under 
construction on campus will 

undoutably drive tuition higher. 

Rice Athletics pays for itself, 
from income generated by ticket 

sales and promotions. 

Considering Rice's heavy oil 
investments, Rice may have 

suffered serious financial 
losses due to the Gulf War. 

The Central Kitchen loses money 
every year, which drives tuition up. 

No long term plans for tuition 
are made at Rice. 
Every year a 
meeting is held in the fall or 
early aping to decide the next 
year's tuition. 

President Rupp, like students, 
sees Rice's tuition as one of its 
greatest strengths. In his State 
of Rice address in 1989, his 
third priority was keeping Rice 
affordable, behind maintaining 
a quality education 
maintaining a small student body. 

All students who are admitted to 
Rice receive financial 
cover their full demonstrated 
need. 

Actually, Rice's current tuition 
continues to be one of the major 
attractions to the growing 
application pool. 

The buildings themselves as well 
as the equipment inside Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall and George R. 
Brown Hall have been paid fop 
with funds separate from tuition. 

The Athletic Department 
lost over $2 million dollars 
in 1989 (not including scholarships) 

Rice's portfolio is diversified into 
stocks, bonds, real estate, and oil 
and gas investments. 

Tuition money is never used to 
pay for CK operations, which, in 
fact, had a surplus of over $20,000 
in 1989. 

years, Currie explained. 

The Trend 
The tuition has been increasing at 

Rice for years. In 1986, the tuition 
increased by $500. The same hap-
pened in 1987. Then in 1988, the 
increase rose to $600. In 1989 it rose 
to $800.1990 saw a rise of $800. 

Now in 1991, the tuition increase 
could break into the thousands. Is 
this a problem unique to Rice? Over 
the past nine years the tuition at Rice 
has risen less than such institutions 
as MIT, Princeton, Harvard, Yale 
Stanford, and Duke. 

Rice has earned the fame as the 
best deal in higher education. It is 
estimated that each student at Rice 
pays around one quarter of what it 
actually costs to attend. 

"That percentage has changed 
negligibly over the last twenty years. 
I don't think it will change in the 
future. I see Rice on a path of having 
its tuition at the same level of compa-
rable private research universities" 
said Currie. 

He could not say definitely what 
the increase would be, but doubted 
that it would change the composition 
of the Rice student body or the num-
ber of future applicants in any way, 
regardless of the increase. 

What are Rice students 
doing to help save 
money on campus 

This year the energy conserva-
tion drive initiated its campaign 
to save money on 
Rice's rising utility 
bill. The idea for the 
drive was inspired 
by similar efforts at 
Harvard to conserve 
air conditioning, 
lighting, heating, 
and water costs. The 
conservation com-
mittee hopes to trim 
10% off the $5 mil-
lion campus utility 
bill. This should af-
fect campus expen-
ditures overall, and 
hopefully lessen the 
burden placed on tu-
ition. 

The conservation 
focuses on four main 
areas: 

1) N o t i f y i n g 
physical plant of en-
ergy waste on cam-
pus: perpetually 
open doors and 

windows, frigid rooms and 
lights left on. 

2) Educat-
ing stu-

dents, fac-
ulty and 
s t a f f 

about the 
expens ive 

utility costs. 
3) Posting 

r e m i n d e r s — 
laminated signs 

and stickers—to 
turn off water, lights, 

and air conditioning 
when not in use. 

4) Compiling figures 
about energy use, and re-

questing more meters and 
other equipment used for 

measuring consumption. 
The drive began Novem-

ber 15 with a "Party in the Dark" 
at Hanszen College, and is cur-

rently working on the stickers to 
pass out to students, encourag-
ing them to change wasteful 
habits. 

Tuition Trends at 
Various Universities 
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Financial aid committee investigates changes 

Significant decreases in student 
financial aid packages have resulted 
in investigations by the SA's financial 
aid committee. Meetings with Finan-
cial Aid Director David Hunt revealed 
that need-based financial aid awards 
decreased this year due to signifi-
cant changes in how need is evalu-
ated. 

Until this year, in determining the 
amount of aid a student would recieve, 
the financial aid department included 
Rice students' older siblings who at-
tend graduate school as dependents. 
Parents attending college were also 
counted as dependents. Under the 
new policy, however, neither older 
siblings nor parents can be consid-
ered as family expenses. Conse-
quently, the family's calculated avail-
able income for tuition increased, 
and the student's financial aid pack-
age decreased. 

There are two reasons Behind this 
policy change. First, graduate stu-
dents often receive stipends or schol-
arships that pay for the students' ex-
penses. Also, parents' college ex-
penses are usually less than their 
childroa's. 

Rice need-based financial aid 
packages are awarded according to a 
standard break down: The first $ 1950 
of calculated need is covered by 
grants, the second $1950 is covered 
by self-help funds, and any remain-
ing need covered by additional grants. 
Self-help funds include work-study 

and loans. 
Rice offers one of the most com-

plete financial aid packages among 
private schools in the nation. For 
instance, Washington University in 
St Louis, requires up to $3000 in self-
help funds from each student Be-
sides Rice, this amount is the lowest 
self-help required. At the other end 
of the scale, Princeton requires that 
each student meet the first $6000 of 
their financial aid package with self-
help. In part because of this wide 
discrepancy between Rice and other 
schools, the self-help portion of Rice 
financial aid packages may increase 
in the future. 

Despite financial aid received from 
Rice, many students look for funds 
outside of the university. However, 
after the student receives external 
scholarship funds, the financial aid 
department reduces the student's aid 
package by an equal amount Many 
students complain that this policy 
removes any motivation to seek ex-
ternal scholarships. 

The administration agrees with 
this complaint but points out thatthe 
federal government requires that all 

funds received by the student be in-
cluded when calculating need. If the 
student is receiving any state or fed-
eral funds, it is illegal for him/her to 
receive aid in excess of demonstrated 
need. 

The SA has also been approached 
this year by students who have lost 
merit-based scholarships. Dean of 
Admissions Richard Stabell and Vice 
President for Student Affairs Ronald 
Stebbings explained that some up-
per-classmen merit scholarships 
were not renewed because of the 
unexpectedly high freshman accep-
tances last spring. Each year a set 
amount of scholarship money is of-
fered to high school seniors with the 
assumption that not all of them will 
attend Rice. This year, an unusually 
large number of high-school seniors 
accepted Rice offers. 

The members of the 5^4 Tuition 
and Financial Aid Committees 
have been working this year to get 
a better understanding of tuition. 
They have completed surveys and 
referenda and have met with the 
administration to achieve this 
goal. The Conservation Commit-
tee is a subcom m ittee of the Tuition 
Committee. 

Tuition Committee members 
Vineetjain, Erik Leidal, and Am-
ethyst Werstein compiled infor-
mation for this report. 
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Speakers considered for graduation 
by Wendy Paul 

The Student Association released 
the top ten choices for the 1992 
Commencement address. According 
to SA President Mitra Miller however, 
"it is still very possible that we may 
not get a commencement speaker." 

"The process of selection is fin-
ished; we're now going to determine 
the extension of invitations by con-
sulting with members of the upper 
level administration," said Miller. She 
has also discussed the selection with 
members of the Graduate Student 
Association. 

According to Miller, many mem-
bers of the administration are op-
posed to bringing in an outside 
speaker. Some administrators argue 
that Rice is not designed to bring in 
commencement speakers. 

Establishing a tradition of invit-
ing speakers from outside Rice "may 
in the future cause Rice to settle for 
mediocre speakers," said Miller. Ac-
cording to Miller, if Rice starts pick-
ing an outside speaker at commence-
ment, a precedent may be set, and 
future senior classes may feel forced 
to follow suit 

As Professor Stephen A. Baker, 
the chief marshal for the 1991 com-
mencement, commented after last 

year's address, James Baker is "a 
difficult act to follow... We dont want 
just any old speaker." 

Desirable speakers may be diffi-
cult to attract Rice doesn't offer an 
honorary degree, as many universi-
ties do. In addition, the audience at 
commencement is small, and because 
it is not open to the general public it 
will remain small "The third strike 
against us," adds Miller, "is Houston 
in May." 

Cost may also prove prohibitive. 
Active politicians are not permitted 
to charge for speaking, but fees can 
run as high as $50,000 to $60,000 for 
speakers from the private sector. 

Miller also met with President 
George Rupp who, according to 
Miller, "is not actively discouraging 
us, but wants us to see the reality of 
the situation." Rupp's response, she 
added, "was hike-warm. He is open 
to the idea of a commencement 
speaker, but it seems clear that any 
effort will have to come from the 
student sector." If the SA commence-
ment committee is able to decide 
upon and find a good speaker, Miller 
believes that Rupp will support the 
decision. The issue is now back in 
committee. 

Despite the lack of unanimous 
administrative support and the dis-
agreement on the issue of who the 

RPC Business 
Rondolet Music was discussed. In debating between a DJ or a live 
band, the council voted for a DJ. The location for the formal has not 
been decided upon. 

Coffeehouse Christmas party will be December 9 at 10 p.m. Before-
hand, all students are invited to meet at Willy's statue at 8:30 for 
campus-wide caroling. Music sheets and candles will be provided. All 
carolers will get to imbibe free cider and coffee. 

Comedy night at the pub is scheduled for March 10. 

Spring break trips have been decided. A ski vacation has been 
planned for Breckenridge, Colorado and some great beach getaway 
will occur either in Acapulco of Cancun. Anyone interested should 
contact Jonathan Briggs at 630-8911. 

Everyone should come to the caroling-fest and Coffeehouse night on 
December 9 at 10 p.m. A short meeting will ensue. 

—compiled by Jill Salomon 

What Our Students 
Do The Night Before 

The LSAT 

c 

On the day of the LSAT, vou want to be well rested, 
prepared and confident. 
^ Stanley H Kaplan Prep'" for the LSAT will give you 
the preparation you will need to score your best: live 
instruction, practice testing, a home study pack, proven test-
taking strategies, our Test Your Best"' guarantee and loads 
of conf idence 

Call us today We make the LSAT easy to take 

E STANLEY H. KAPLAN 
JL Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances 1 v 

FEB. 8 LSAT EXAM CLASSES TO BEGIN 12/12, THURS., 6PM AT 5925 
KIRBY #214 AND 1/8, WED., 6PM AT 7555 BELLAIRE BLVD #200 

988-4700 
P r e p a n d lest Yout li<-st a r e t r a d e m a r k s ol S t an ley H K a p l a n I d e a t i o n a l ( e n t e r l td 

speaker should be, the members of 
the class of1992 agree that they want 
a commencement speaker from out-
side the Rice community; of 150 se-
niors polled, only two indicated a 
preference for a Rice speaker. 

Despite possible kinks in the 
process, the original list of twenty 
commencement speakers has been 
narrowed to the following ten, listed 
in alphabetical order. George Bush, 
Jimmy Carter, C. Everett Coop, Bob 
Costas, Henry Kissinger, Sandra Day 
O' Connor, Carlos Salinas, Margaret 
Thatcher, George F. Will, and Boris 
Yeltsin. 

On rating Bush first, one senior 
explained, "I'd like to say he spoke at 
my commencement" 

Jones senior Carrie Swank did 
not include Bush in her choices, 
however, noting that students would 
be limited to inviting two guests due 
to security measures. Margaret 
Thatcher and Boris Yeltsin were 
popular choices, although many feel 
the chance of their appearing is unre-
alistic. 

Classics professor dies 
Donald Norman Levin, Classics professorof Rice University passed 

away the weekend of November 23,1991. Levin taught at Rice for 28 
years, once 1963. 

This semester he taught Classics 335, Classical Mythology and 
Latin 302/402, Roman Elegy. 

Levin was born in Rochester, New York, in 1927. The son of Harry 
and Rose Levin, and brother of Annette Doris Lee, he completed his 
early education in New York. He received degrees from Cornell 
University in French Literature and Classics and then went on to 
Harvard University, where he earned an AM in Classics and a PhD in 
Classics in 1957. 

Levin taught at Cornell University, Reed College, Harvard Univer-
sity, Washington University and Mount Holyoke College before com-
ing to Rice. 

During his career, he produced a large volume of work. His post-
doctoral writings include two books, monographs and a translation. He 
presented thirty-four papers at classical society meetings and another 
thirty-one papers he authored were published in anthologies. 

Levin was a poet as well as a research writer. He wrote sixteen 
poems, manyofwhich appeared in Rice publications, such as Ace Poets 
and The University Blue. 

Levin married Barbara Bieber in 1949. He is survived by his 
children* William Mark Levin and Amy Beth Levin Baum and his 
grandchildren, Gary Michael Baum and Janet Marie Baum. His 
children have requested a Memorial Fund in Fondren Library in his 
honor. The Friends of Fondren will accept donations in his name. 

A memorial service date is to be announced soon. 
—by Michelle LeRoux 

U.Va. Honor Code comprehensive 
by Kraettli Epperson 

Editor's Note: Since concerns over 
changing the Rice Honor System have 
focused heavily on the potential effects 
ofasystem without confidentiality or a 
system with harsher penalties, the 
Thresher decided to investigate sys-
tems at other schools. The Honor Sys-
tem at the University of Virginia is the 
first system under consideration. 

The University of Virginia Honor 
Code regulates matters related to 
lying, cheating and stealing' for all 
students enrolled at the University, 
including undergraduate, gradute 
and professional school students. All 
students are oriented to the system 
upon entering the University through 
the dormitory group, department, 
fraternity, or sorority to which they 
belong. Professors are expected to 
specify if an assignment is not cov-
ered by the Honor Code, while any 
un-specified assignment is consid-
ered under the Honor Code. In the 
U.Va Code, all behavior while within 
the county is regulated by the Honor 
Code. According to Vice-Chairman 
for trials of the U.Va Honor Commit-
tee Scott Tumperi, this means that 
"...at The Corner' in Charleston, if a 
student shows a student ID to the 
cashier at the 7-11, they can count on 
the check being good, even if the 
person does not have aVirginia state 
license or ID." 

According to the Honor Code, the 
student body decides what consti-
tutes lying, cheating and stealing. "If 
the student who sees it does not feel 
that it is a violation, then it means that 
it is not serious enough in that 
person's mind to be a violation. The 
meaning has changed over the years. 
In the 1890's it was considered cheat-
ing to take the freshmen out gam-
bling and there were cases about 
that" 

In the U.Va system, the initiator 

of the case brings the issue to the 
attention of the Honor Committee, 
which consists of 21 student mem-
bers and is run entirely by students. 
The entire community around the 
University is invited to participate in 
the system, as anyone can initiate a 
case. The Honor Committee assigns 
two random students to investigate 
the facts of a case. These two may 
then formally accuse the suspected 
student 

At this point the student has the 
right to either leave the University 
voluntarily or to ask for a trial from 
the Honor Committee. Trials are 
closed and information is tightly re-
stricted. "A box appears in the stu-
dent paper describing the circum-
stances, but it is entirely anony-
mous," said Tumperi. No names are 
published or released in any form. 

Upon the conviction of a student 
the vice-chairman for trials sends a 
letter to the registrar's office asking 
the registrar to place on the student's 
transcipt "enrollment discontinued." 
The registrar does not receive an 
explanation for the expulsion. The 
vice-president for student affairs and 
the dean of students are then called 
to aid in placing the student into 
another university. Students have 
been placed into many other schools 
which are less strict about integrity, 
including the Ivy's, commented 
Tumperi. 

"Yes, we do protect the rights of 
the student The student has listed 
in the Code the right to an open or 
closed trial at their request" said 

Tumperi, who also indicated that it is 
the responsibility of the Committee 
to protect the anonymity of the ac-
cused and convicted, if the trial is 
closed. Ninety percent of the trials 
are closed, acording to Tumperi. 

In the school-year 1990-91, ap-
proximately 90 cases were initiated, 
while 20 formal accusations were 
made. Approximately 15 actually went 
to trial, the others being dropped by 
the Committee for lack of evidence, 
or the accused voluntarily withdraw-
ing from the University. Approxi-
mately half of the 15 trials resulted in 
convictions. 

The Commitee keeps demo-
graphics on the convicted including 
the race, sex, and whether the con-
victed was an athlete. "There has been 
no indicated trend in the cases," as-
serted Tumperi, but when questioned 
further, commented, "We've only 
been keeping records for five to ten 
years. It's inconclusive." 

Some students find the system too 
harsh. The single sanction can be 
changed. This requires a vote of 60% 
on a campus wide referendum. Refer-
enda have been held before, calling 
upon the Commitee to vary their 
sanctions according to the serious-
ness of the violation, by using penal-
ties ranging from warnings to expul-
sion. This referendum received 30% 
to 40% approval. Tumperi noted that 
while this sounds like a substantial 
minority displeased with the current 
system, "...Only ten percent of the 
student body voted. The [percentage 
approving] may be accurate, but I 
Would say not" 

The system overall was called into 
question in 1980-81 by the school's 
Board of Visitors, who were, accord-
ing to Tumperi" a little dismayed that 
a very low number of cases were be-
ing brought up." Areferendum calling 
for faculty to also sit on the Honor 
Commitee, however, met with over-
whelming rejection by the student 
body. 

Group trades clothes for condoms 
by Sei Chang 

Rice for Choice collected clothing 
and other items for Head start, a home 
for single mothers, November 25and 
26, giving free condoms to any inter-
ested donors. 

"Basically, we had a very positive 
response," said Wiess senior Amanda 
Skinner,presidentofRice For Choice. 
"We had almost no condoms left and 
we have tons of clothes." She added 
that Rice for Choice would still be 
collecting items until the end of the 
semester. 

Baker senior Shevon Desai, 
commented on the reaction of the 
people passing by the table. "Most 
people say, 'No, thank you.' A lot of 
people react "Sure, why not?' And 
then we get encouragement from 

some," she said. 
"People shouldn't feel uncom-

fortable taking [condoms] or offer-
ing them," Desai added. "Some of 
the people look like they're embar-
rassed, but some don't-care at alL" 

One man declined the offer of 
free condoms, saying, "I'm safe; I'm 
married." 

Another woman who stopped by 
the table commented, "I have three 
boys about that age." 

Desai said that one woman re-
sponded to the table by saying, "No, 
thank you. I'm not a baby killer." 

"We want to educate students at 
Rice what we're about We yrant to 
do something visible," Skinner said. 

Before the table was set up, Skin-
ner said that Rice for Choice mailing 
list totaled 300 people. Roughly 50 
people signed up at the table. 

"Having people know us as an or-
ganization doesn't make a difference. 
What makes a difference is having 
people understand what we 're doing," 
she said. "We want to continue it 
We're not an issue of the week. We 
want it to be an issue people are talk-
ing about all the time and are inter-
ested in all the time." 

"Abortion is not the only issue. We 
promote most strongly prevention of 
unwanted pregnancies. We don't 
support irresponsibility. We chose to 
distribute condoms to express sup-
port for birth control. You can't hand 
out something to people to make them 
abstain from sex," Skinner continued. 

But prevention was not the only 
purpose behind the event "We're 
helping mothers [by collecting cloth-
ing], expressing support to carry a 
baby and keep it," she added. 



THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY. DECEMBER 6, 1991 9 

Student-founded Coffeehouse celebrates one year anniversary 
by Katie Krolikowski 

The Coffeehouse celebrates its 
one year anniversary this Monday 
with a combination Christmas/ 
birthday party complete with birth-
day cake and eggnog. 

To mark the occasion, Sammy's 
has prepared wassail and petit fores 
and a special Christmas free made 

Sinem Eryilmaz, Wiess college 
junior and one of the managers said, 
"Because the Coffeehouse's very 
young, we're still not getting much 
help and we cannot pay anyone." 

Eryilmaz said the main problem 
is not having a permanent place of 
business, like the Pub does. 

"If we had a home, we could serve 
our customers better and serve for 
more hours. With what we have, 

(MICH 
entirely out or fresh fruit Also, The 
Night Owls, a Rice based a capella 
singing group will perform in honor 
of the anniversary. 

The Coffeehouse started in the 
mind of a senior two years ago as the 
idea of a non-alcoholic social activity 
for Rice students. 

Dean of Students Sarah Burnett 
liked the idea, and asked Sarah 
Nelson Crawford, director of student 
activities, to organize the group of 
students who wanted to help out 

During the final two weeks of last 
year's fall semester, the Coffeehouse 
opened on a trial basis and attracted 
many students. 

TTie Coffeehouse opened for 
regular business at the start of Janu-
ary, 1991 headed by Director of Food 
and Housing Marion Hicks. Don De-
grutolla, Marty Vest and Cornelius 

1f we had a home, we 
could serve our 
customers better and 
serve for more hours. 
With what we have, 
though, we're doing 
very well' 
-Coffeehouse Manager 

Sinem Eryilmaz 

Jones, who are in charge of Sammy's, 
were very supportive of the endeavor 
and continue to provide cookies to 
the Coffeehouse to this day. 

The Coffeehouse, however, is 
entirely student run. 

though, we're doing very well," she 
said. 

The Space Allocations Commit-
tee isworking on finding a space, but 
nothing definite has been decided. 
Crawford said, The Coffeehouse and 
those involved have appreciated the 
enthusiasm of the administration so 
far, and hopefully, with their support, 
the Coffeehouse can soon have its 
own place." 

Eryilmaz stated that at the present 
time, there are many students who 
are regulars at the Coffeehouse but 

Sid Richardson students drink coffee at the Coffeehouse last year. The Coffeehouse was founded as an alternative to 
alcohol-oriented social activities. 

there are still many people who have 
never been. 

"This is a place where all the Rice 
community can come to have a drink 
and chat Some people are concerned 
about the image, they think that the 
Coffeehouse is too artsy. The Coffee-
house is for everyone," she said. 

Case categories removed 
from campus crime report 
by Alyson Goodwin 

The Campus Police have recently 
removed the designations of "open," 
"closed," "active," and "inactive" from 
the cases in the weekly crime statis-
tics. Chief Mary Voswinkel explained 
that readers who were unfamiliar with 
police terminology could misinter-
pret the labels. 

Chief Voswinkel defined the four 
possible designations. Only when a 
case is marked "closed" is the in-
vestigation actually over. This occurs 
when "the complainant doesn't want 
to file charges, the report proves 
unsubstantiated, or charges have 
been filed," she said. 

An "open* case is one where there 
is "still an on-going investigation" and 
where "more information can be 
gained." A case moves to "active" 
status when the police are "in the 
process of gaining this information." 
An "active" label usually means that 
the investigation is close to the point 

CAMPUS CRIME STATISTICS 

Covering the period 11/11-11/17 
Date Time Location Description 
11/117:30 a.m. Sewall 

11/126:30 p.m. Campus 

11/16 unknown Wiess 

11/171:10 a.m. LotR 

11/174:57 p.m. LotO 

11/1611:20 p.m. 

11/176 p.m. 

Theft—Complainant reported suspect 
stole a high-density floppy disk drive. No 
forced entry. No witnesses. No suspects. 
Credit card abuse—Officers made an in-
vestigative stop. The suspect was found to 
be in possession of a credit card that he 
was not authorized to possess. Suspect 
was arrested and charged. The suspect 
was charged with five additional felony 
charges in a previous case. 
Harassment—Complainant reported that 
suspect left an obscene message on an 
answering machine. No witnesses. No 
suspects. 
Burglary of motor vehicle—Complainant 
reported suspect (s) forced entry into ve-
hicle. Suspect broke the steering column 
in an attempt to steal the vehicle. No wit-
nesses. No suspects. 

•Theft—Complainant reported suspect(s) 
stole his rear tires from his vehicle. No 
witnesses. No suspects. 
Lot P Evading arrest—Suspect refused 
to stop for an emergency vehicle. After the 
suspect was stopped, he fled the scene on 
a second occasion. 

Anderson Hall Arson—Suspect(s) started a fire 
inside Anderson Hall. The fire was started 
with trash. No witnesses. No suspects. 

So far this year, according to Shaila 
Dewan, Baker college junior and the 
entertainment and events manager, 
the Coffeehouse is doing great. 
Dewan said, "It immediately became 
an institution at Rice." 

Special promotion events occur 
periodically, such as faculty waiting 

night and New Orleans night 
Nights tentatively planned for the 

future include Istanbul night and 
Vienna night 

Hours for the Coffeehouse are 
Sunday and Monday,10 p.m. tol2 
a.m.; Tuesday through Thursday, 10 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

of charges being filed, Voswinkel 
explained. 

The "inactive" label is the most 
ambiguous. Voswinkel said this 
means that, "all leads have been 
worked." She added, "Normally, a 
case is moved to inactive fairly rapidly, 
after all leads have been exhausted." 
She stressed that this does not mean 
the case is discarded. If new devel-
opments occur, the case can be re-
turned to "open" or "active" status. 

According to Voswinkel, police 
procedures for inactive cases vary. 
In some cases, the department "ac-
tively 9eeks information," while in 
others the police "check back with 
the complainant periodically." Often, 
as in cases involving obscene tele-
phone calls, the police leave the com-
plainant "instructions to call with any 
new information." 

A compilation of all cases which 
are currently in "open" or "inactive" 
statuswas not available because these 
records are not fully computerized. 

Books 
FROM PAGE 1 

In the past, the SA has solicited 
the help of the eight college senators 
as well as other SA officers, but 
Shields hopes to get more students 
involved. 

The SA senate has been the core 
of our volunteer pool, but there have 
been many people who haved helped 
with the co-op in the past" he said. 

Despite past success and popular-
ity, Shields expressed some concern. 
"Its hard for us to gauge the turnout 
because its been growing constantly 
in the past two years, but since we're 
only accepting spring semester books 
and many students already turned 
theirs' in last semester, its hard to 
know." 
'' Regardless of the turnout the SA 

plans to sell the books they collect as 
well as those spring semester books 
they are currently storing next se-
mester in the Farnsworth Pavillion 
from 1 to 4 p.m. January 6 through 
January 10. There will also be a 
designated time before 1 January 6 
where students who wish to retrieve 
unsold books that they donated can 
do so, according to Merritt McRey-
noJds. 

The GSA office will be open and 
accepting books from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 11 through 
Saturday, December 14 and from 1 
p.m. until 3 p.m. the following Mon-
day and Tuesday. 

Have you ever 
driven a Ferrari? 

(and been paid for it?) 

VIP Valet Parking now has full and part time positions 
available immediately and during the holidays. Whether you 
are inquiring for a first time job or even for a second, give us 

a call. Student study is allowed during work hours. 

Brad Klein 
953-7936 

Requirements: 18 or older, valid driver's license, drive standard, good driving record. 

- US Air Paris Intro Fares -

Houston-Paris, Orly 

Mon.-Thurs. 
Fri.-Sun. 

358 R.T. 
$408 R.T. 

Travel Must originate between 1/7 and 2/29 and must be 

completed by 3/15/92. There is a five day minimum and thirty 

day maximum stay. Fares are subject to change without 

notice. 

Hurry, Fares won't last! 
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ROTC under attack across the country 
by Henry Wiltshire Mahncke 
and Mark David Schoenhals 

Harvard Crimson: Rudenstine 
Defers Decision on ROTC 

Last spring, the faculty council at 
Harvard University imposed upon 
itself a deadline for deciding the 
proper role of ROTC on the Ivy-league 
campus. The council has threatened 
to sever ties with ROTC unless the 
military 'ends its policy of excluding 
gays and lesbians from service." 

In an interview this month, 
President Neil L Rudenstine de-
scribed the controversy as a "tough 
issue" which he is still "thinking out" 
"By reserving judgement on the is-
sue," reports the Crimson, 
Rudenstine "sets the stage for a 
heated debate" on the campus. 

Although Rudenstine did not state 
his position on the ROTC program, 
he did say that "the best arguments" 
will "carry the day.. .ratherthan.. .the 
most petitions signed." Hecontinued, 
"We're a university and it would be 
nice to actually look at the issue rather 
incisively, study it, and come to a 
judgement as much as possible on 
the merits." He does not believe that 
approaching the dilemma in a "politi-
cal" way will be usefuL 

Rudenstine mentioned that one 
effective alternative to eliminating 
ROTC would be for the university to 
continue to lobby the Department of 

Defense for reform over the next 
several years. By kicking ROTC off 
of the campus, he said, the university 
"may not have gained anything for 
the other students, but simply lost 
something [forthe ROTC scholarship 
winners]." He remembered that, al-
though the Department of Defense 
was not as quick to admit women as 
Harvard was, it lagged only a few 
years behind. 

About 150 Harvard undergradu-
ates participate in the Current ROTC 
program, which is not allowed on 
campus. Harvard participants must 
do their ROTC work at MIT. 

Dartmouth Review: ROTCTo Be 
Banned Again 

Michael Heyman, former chan-
cellor of the University of California 
at Berkeley, recently issued an ulti-
matum for the Department of De-
fense in his role as current Chairman 
of the Board ofTrustees of Dartmouth 
College. The statement stipulates 
that Dartmouth students will not be 
able to enlist or use ROTC scholar-

ship money in the future if the De-
partment of Defense fails to reverse 
its ban on homosexuals by April of 
1993. 

Last year, Presidentof Dartmouth 
James Freed man wrote to Secretary 
of Defense Dick Cheney that "dis-
criminating against homosexuals in 
ROTC" was unacceptable "at a time 
when all other forms of invidious 
discrimination have been prohib-
ited." 

In the same month, Cheney re-
ferred to "the practice of dishonorably 
discharging homosexual service-
men" as "an old chestnut" he had 
"inherited" from his predecessors at 
the Pentagon. 

Apparently, one important mem 
ber of Cheney's personal staff is ho-
mosexual, and Cheney has not asked 
him to leave. Still, Department 
spokesmen say there are no plans to 
review the military's stance on ho-
mosexuals. 

Heyman announced that, "We are 
hopeful that ROTC can continue at 
Dartmouth", stressing the contribu-
tions of ROTC to Dartmouth: 
"These...programs have enabled 
hundreds of students to attend 
Dartmouth with the substantial fi-
nancial resources provided through 
ROTC scholarships." 

One senior administrator was re-
ported as saying that he or she ex-
pected the issue to "dominate cam-
pus debate this fall." 

HOLIDAY 

EARN EXTRA MONEY 
WE HAVE JOB OPENINGS IN THE 

HOUSTON AREA FOR THE 
FOLLOWING SKILL CATEGORIES: 

•RECEPTIONISTS 

•CLERKS 

•DATA ENTRY 

WEST 
558-3300 

SUPERIOR 
TEMPORARIES 

GALLERIA 
963-9800 

•WORD PROCESSORS 

•RETAIL 

•SECRETARIES 

NORTH 
955-2255 

Input requested for 
sexual harassment policy 

The Office of Equal Employment Opportunity Programs is in the 
process of revision of the University's sexual harassment policy. 
Drafts are being sent for comments to the Student Association, the 
Graduate Student Association and the Faculty Council. We welcome 
comments or suggestions from any member of the University com-
munity either directly, or through the associations named above. 
Copies of the draft are available at the Office of the EEOP/AA, the 
Provost's Office, Student Affairs and the Personnel Office. Comments 
may be addressed to the Office of the EEOP/AA, or to any member of 
the Affirmative Action Committee listed below: 

Richard Grandy 
Hardy Bourland 

William Ciminelli 
Cathi Clack, 

Alex Dessler 
Naomi Halas 
Peter Howley 
John Hunter 

Marian Jordan 
Helen Longino 

Mike McMahon 
Helena Michie 

Russell Price 
Jaqueline Shanks 
Mary Voswinkel 

Maria Mims 
Paula Cox 

Deborah Nelson 
Jan West 

Shirley Redwine 

Chair, Philosophy 
Engineering 
Jones School of Administration 
Minority Affairs 
Space Physics and Astronomy 
Electrical/omputer Engineering 
Sid Richardson 
Fondren Library 
Provost's Office 
philosphy 
Electrical/Computer Engineering 
English 
Physical Plant 
Chemical Engineering 
Campus Police 
Alumni Rep. 
EEOP/AA, ex officio 
EEOP/AA, ex officio 
Employment, ex officio 
General Counsel, adviser 

The November 22 issueofthe Thresher also contained the text of the draft 

Corrections 
President George Rupp's name appeared under the draft printed in 

the paper to indicate that Rupp will approve the final document Stating 
his name did not imply that the document as printed had already been 
approved by the President's Office. 

Also, only the major corrections to the draft were highlighted. 

Susan Wood 
presents... 

Lovett college master Su san Wood 
published her second collection of 
poetry last week. The collection, 
entitled Campo Santo, received the 
1991 Lamont Poetry Prize for the 
best second book of poetry. 

Ben and Jerry's 
Light Circus 

Big crowds enjoyed Ben and 
Jerry's New Vaudeville Light Circus 
on November 22 at both the noon 

MARCELLA P U T M A N 

Research Assistant, 

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 

M.D. Anderson: 
Uncommon people, 
one common cause. 
Marcel la Putman became intr igued wi th laboratory research whi le earning her B.S. 

in Biology. When she was initially hired to work as a laboratory research assistant 

w i th The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, she said, " I 'm excited about 

gelling in on the ground floor of a project that may explain how and why colon and rectal cancers 

start and spread: Now that Marcella has been with M.D. Anderson for a while, she speaks 

f rom f i rsthand exper ience when she says, " I can't imagine a more fascinating place to worft 

than M D. Anderson 

M.D. Anderson offers an except ional o p p o r t u n i t y to exper ience the power and 

bond ing that can only be generated through the close col laborat ion of professionals 

ded ica ted to a common cause. 

If you have a B.S or M S in a science, M.D. Anderson invites you to consider Research 

oppor tun i t ies in the fol lowing disciplines: 

Pathology 
Neuro-Oncology 
Molecular Pathology 
Infectious Disease 
Molecular Genetics 

Hematology 

Nuclear Medicine 

Cell/Tumor Biology 

Pharmacology 

Immunology 

Radiobiology 

Biochemistry/Molecular 

Biology 

Biomathematics 

Physics 

TH: INIVHIiSiTt'Oh THXAS 

MD ANDERSON 
CANCER CENTER 

Advantages of a career with M.D. Anderson include the oppor tun i ty to work with a 

diverse set of models and a wide variety of clinical material: active continuing educa-

tion programs: competitive salaries and generous benefits; and many additional options. 

Make the absolute most of your career. Choose to make a difference. 

For m o r e i n fo rma t i on p lease contac t : fill Kemble at (713) 792-8016 or (800) 

25 -UTMDA. Resumes may be mai led to M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, 1515 

Holcombe Boulevard, H M B 205, Houston, Texas 77030. An equal oppor tun i ty / 

af f i rmat ive act ion employer Smoke-free envi ronment . 

and 4:30 showings. 
"I was very excited with the turn-

out I hope we can do some more of 
that next year," said Director of Stu-
dent Activities Sarah Nelson 
Crawford. 

Although it was previously re-
ported that ice cream would be given 
away, in actuality Ben and Jerry's 
donated the ice cream and their 
services, and all proceeds from the 
sale of ice cream were divided among 
Student Activities, Environmental 
Club, and Jones College, the spon-
sors of the activity. 

Oh Christmas Tree... 
Houston Fire Department regu-

lations require anyone planning to 
put up a natural cut Christmas tree in 
Houston taller than four feet to have 
the tree sprayed with flame retardant 

The Rice Environmental Health 
and Safety Department will spray 
trees, free of charge, with a clear 
liquid that will not tarnish the beauty 
of the tree. Contact the Safety De-
partment at 285-5337 to schedule an 
appointment 

Signs Abound 
The Rice board of governors re-

cently approved a new system of 
signs to be put in place around cam-
pus in order to guide visitors and 
students. These chocolate-brown 
aluminum signs are designed to help 
unify the campus landscape by re-
placing the current signs on campus, 
which have varying designs and col-
ors. 

The new brown color was chosen 
because it enhances the St Joseph 
brick used in campus buildings. The 
signs could be in place by the end of 
the academic year. 

GSA gives money to 
Honor Council 

The Graduate Student Associa-
tion recently gave the Honor Coun-
cil a gift of $500 for the express pur-
pose of purchasing a new computer. 
The Honor Council had been using a 
very old Macintosh that worked 
slowly and whose disks had to be 
ejected with a paper clip. The Honor 
Council plans to purchase a Mac 
Classic. 
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Sociology students homeless for a night 
by Anne Chettle 

At 2 p.m. Friday, November 15, 
Jones freshman Marty Makulski and 
Lovett freshman Randy Westbrook 
were dropped off in downtown Hous-
ton. From there they walked four 
blocks to the Star of Hope homeless 
shelter, becoming less and less sure 
of the purpose of their visit and what 
they were going to accomplish. As 
they saw people lying on the streets 
who they might very well be sleeping 
next to that night, they began to real-
ize the full depth of their experiment 
They sat down against the wall and 
joined others in line waiting for a bed 

to work down to the Houston ship 
channel, offering five dollars an hour 
to lift bags of rice. According to 
Makulski, about a dozen men would 
get in the van each time. 

The two met up again to give iden-
tification for entrance into the shel-
ter forthe night Westbrook, although 
he did not have any identification, 
was allowed in because of his work in 
the kitchen. They completed several 
forms asking how long they had been 
homeless and other questions. 
Westbrook wrote that he had been 
homeless for four years, and 
Makulski for ayear. They would have 
to repeat these stories about them-
selves over the course of the night, 

The Results 
"I think our attitudes definitely 

changed," said Makulski "I was im-
pressed with the work ethic; not ev-
eryone is lazy, like the old stereotype 
says," he continued. 

Westbrook was more reserved 
about his praise. "I think there were 
a lot of opportunities that were being 
passed over, but 1 think that some-
thing needs to be done about hous-
ing to enable these guys to get a job." 

Westbrook feels guilty that he had 
to lie and that he could leave the next 
day and leave everyone behind in the 
same life, a life he had only assumed 
for a night 

Both he and Makulski were im-

r - i 

OFF 

ticket at the shelter. 

The history of the project 
"Our Anthropology 201 Profes-

sor, Eugenia Georges, gave us the 
option of reading books and writing a 
paper or doing field work and writing 
a paper," said Makulski "I thought it 
would be more interesting to do field 
work and I automatically thought of 
studying homelessness as a subcul-
ture. I knew I couldn't do it alone, so 
I asked Randy if he wanted to do it 
with me." 

Westbrook agreed, and Georges 
approved the proposal, so the two 
began investigating homeless shel-
ters. 

"I called my old principal [at Strake 
Jesuit], and he suggested about six 
places we could think about," said 
Westbrook. 

They called all of them trying to 
reserve a night at a youth shelter for 
people under 21, but when they 
learned they would displace others, 
they decided on the Star of Hope, a 
shelter only for men in North Hous-
ton. 

The Preparation 
Initially the two hoped to stay one 

night at a shelter and one night on 
the streets, but the director of the 
Star of Hope shelter vigorously dis-
suaded them from the idea, empha-
sizing the danger of the area. 

"We really had no expectations at 
all, and 1 had no idea that it would be 
so dangerous," said Westbrook. 
Makulski in the end convinced 

'I was impressed with 

the work ethic; not 

everyone is lazy, like 

the old stereotype 

says,' 

—Marty Makulski 
Westbrook that one night would be 
enough. 

The two bought clothes and shoes 
at the Salvation Army, not knowing 
that they would be the worst dressed 
people at the shelter. "There were 
guys there with new Nike shoes and 
nice sweaters," said Makulski. Many 
of their preconceptions had to 
change. 

The Experience 
As they sat down to get a number 

for a bed that night "we were kind of 
scared, but almost right away people 
were pretty friendly to us. One guy 
offered ijs a cigarette after being there 
for only ten minutes," said Makulski. 

Westbrook was picked almost 
immediately to help out in the 
kitchen, to "break the color barrier," 
as he was told by the kitchen super-
visor. 

While Westbrook cleaned green 
beans for hours to earn his night in 
the shelter, Makulski was sitting in 
line watching and listening. About 
every half hour a white van would 
come and take any men who wanted 

but they found that most people be-
lieved them and really seemed to 
sympathize. 

"One guy offered me his coat twice 
because he said I was young and 
needed it more than him," said 
Makulski. They only had problems 

pressed with the shelters and the 
access to resources that most of the 
men had. "Most of the shelters are 
privately funded through churches, 
and they really seem to care about 
what happens to these guys," said 
Makulski. 

'I think there were a lot of opportunities that were 

being passed over, but I think that something 

needs to be done about housing to enable these 

guys to get a job.' 

—Randy Westbrook 

with one man who yelled at them and 
accused them of being cops, but he 
was eventually persuaded that they 
were not 

"It was kind of like a prison: they 
gave you a ticket, then a towel, then 
a shower, and they scheduled most 
of your time," said Makulski If they 
were not eating dinner—where the 
kitchen staff, including Westbrook, 
was treated as superior to everyone 
else, according to Makulski—or at-
tending a two hour revivalist-type 
chapel service—where they were 
shouted at and labelled as sinners— 
they had to sit in one of the two 
dorms or out on the patio. 

"Most people [during this free 
time] just smoked and talked about 
what they had to do to get out of their 
situation," said Makulski. "They 
joked around and laughed; they didn't 
seem desperate," he said. 

"Most guys really seemed to care 
about everyone else, and tried to help 
them out if they could. 

The main problem was that they 
couldnt get a job without an apart-
ment, but they couldn't get an apart-
ment without a job," said Westbrook. 

Out of approximately seventy 
men, about five or six were white. 
The rest of shelter's inhabitants were 
black. 

The two said they only met one 
obviously mentally ill person, and 
although most admitted past drug 
use led them to be there, everyone 
claimed to be drug-free, or to be 
working on overcoming addiction. 
Some persisted in selling drugs just 
to make fast cash. According to 
Makulski, about a quarter of the men 
had Bibles which they carried every-
where. Most people just kept to 
themselves. 

They slept two beds apart in the 
same dormitory and were wakened 
at 4 a.m. and 6 am. to announce-
ments of the work wagons. 
After breakfast at 6:30, they were told 
to leave at 7:30 and were given sack 
lunches. Many of the same people 
who stayed there that night returned 
to the same line again for the next 
night 

As Westbrook and Makulski 
walked six miles back to Rice, they 
were approached by two different 
homeless people who wanted to help 
them. They talked to one woman for 
an hour, and she gave them different 
pamphlets about all the shelters in 
Houston. 

As they write their paper, they 
will reflect on a way of life that they 
shared in for twenty hours. They left 
it behind forever, taking with them 
only their Salvation Army clothes and 
very changed perceptions. 
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seems to me, from reading the abstracts 
of honor code cases in the past, that 
confidentiality has been a very important 
part primarily because a lack of confiden-
tiality can bring about more punishment 
than they deserve, but certainly more 
than the Honor Council intends," he said. 
"Whether or not the Honor Council has 
intended this punishment for this preju-
dice against this cross-section of people, 
it has happened. And by standing by and 
saying 'no, it is not in my jurisdiction,' that 
is ignoring the problem." 

Attendee Marty Ross, a mathematics 
professor, expressed a differing opinion 
concerning the issue of confidentiality in 
this case. "I, as a person assigning work, 
want to know about this case. I would 
applaud the Tkresheiior bringingoutfacts 
about th is case. 11 is clearly a question and 
if it is true that the 50 percent of the honor 
code violations are committed by ath-
letes, that is a significant fact. It doesn't 
mean that if in my class I see an athlete, I 
convict him," said Ross. He does not sup-
port releasing exact details of die case, 
however. 

Advantages of Publishing Names of 
Convicted Students 

Following from issues of confidential-
ity, some attendees suggested that names 
of the convicted be released to avoid cat-
egorizing a particular group on campus 
as cheaters. Furthermore, some claimed 
that social pressure created by releasing 

clusively with the Honor Council or 
whether it should be in the hands of die 
community which the Honor Code is de-
signed to control and represent I think an 
argument can be made that if [die Honor 
System] isaviable part of the community, 
if it is a substantial part of what we call 
Rice University, that we shouldn't neces-

'Certainly there are schools... that publish the 

names of people who violated the code...but at 

Rice... I think that should not occur, simply 

because we do not want to ruin people's lives.' 

—Wendy Burk 
names could effectively be used to pre-
vent future violations of the Honor Code. 

Eric Home, one attendee and an advo-
cate of printing the names of die con-
victed, summed up what he perceived as 
the benefits of and justifications for in-
cluding this new penalty in the system "I 
think that it comes down to.. .whether or 
not die complete and sum total control of 
the punishment should be addressed ex-
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sarily be afraid of some community con-
trol over enforcing it," said Home 

Lovett senior Amy Keener, Thresher 
news editor, also aigued for publication 
of the names in order to better protect the 
interests of the campus as a whole. 
"...[T]here is nationwide damage, and I 
think it is too bad that Rice University is 
suffering more as a result of this case than 
those 28 individuals and that it is clear 
that the University as a whole has re-
ceived a harsher penalty than those 28 
individuals." 

One female student athlete confronted 
the council emotionally, addressing die 
issue on a more personal level. "I live 20 
miles north of Chicago. This [case] was in 
my hometown newspaper. You say you 
don't want to hurt people I am. I'm sorry, 
but it is hurting innocent people. It is 
hurting people thathavenever attempted, 
that would never consider [cheating]. But 
why can't you publish these 28 
names?.. .This is the first semester that I 
have had trouble and there is no reason 
why it should be and ifs not fair. ...You 
don't want to hurt people, but in the long 
run, when I go to graduate from Rice, 
they're going to say 'Oh, you're an ath-
lete. Does your diploma really mean any-
thing?" 

Disadvantages of Publishing Names 
While there was a call for releasing 

names of convicted violators, numerous 
people aigued against this penalty. 

Burk stated, "Certainly there are 
schools with honor systems that publish 
the names of people who violated die 
code...but at Rice...I think that should 
not occur, simply because we do not want 
to ruin people's lives. You'd be surprised 
how easy it is to accidentally violate this 
honor code. And we do not believe in 
branding someone for life because they 
committed an honor code violation. In 
that case, I guess we do have a very 
rehabilitative attitude towards those 
people, and I think that if you release 
those names it can have a major effect on 

their lives and on future jobs and you may 
say, well, you want that to happen, but I 
think for someone to come out and have 
their name posted, that is an extremely 
harsh penalty." 

Steve Hackney spoke against publish-
ing the names as a way to overcome ste-
reotyping of any group by asserting that 
this would not prevent group affiliation of 
die violators."... [I ]f you publish the names 
ifs still going to create this guilt by asso-
ciation. If you, one semester, you saw that 
there were five anthropology majors that 
were convicted, you begin to think the 
anthropology department is very corrupt 
Thafs how human nature works," said 
Hackney. 

Other council members and attendees 
expressed concern that students guilty of 
infractions of different levels of serious-
ness would not be treated justly if names 
are released. Several aigued thatif names 
of the convicted are published, the coun-
cil would be unable to control the punish-
ment any student received. Brown senior 
Greg McLauchlin, council member, em-
phasized this point, "Now the effect of 
printing die names, you are right, it may 
have a deterrent effect, but it is an effect 
that we couldn't control. And the fact of 
the matter is, we want the penalty to be 
entirely in control of the Honor Council. 
Another effect that you have to consider 
is that recruiters do come on campus. If I 
came on campus where the names were 
printed of Honor Code violators, I would 
be sure to get a copy of it" 

Tran supported the argument assert-
ing that all convicted students would be 
treated equally by the community, re-
gardless of violation. "It is known every-
where, people read headlines. 'Cheating 

'You don't want to hurt 

people, but in the long 

run, when I go to 

graduate from Rice, 

they're going to say 

"Oh, you're an athlete. 

Does your diploma 

really mean anything?"' 
—student athlete 

ii 
Scandal Rocks Rice University.' That is 
what sells newspapers. If people see 
someone's name on there, they don't have 
time to read the summaries. TTiey are just 
going to walk away with that name in their' 
mind. Is that fair?" asked Tran. 

Near the close of discussion of this 

issue, Chap Attwell, last year's Honor 
Council Chairman, and Nichols, while 
not supporting the idea, suggested that it 
be placed on a referendum ballot in the 
spring. 

Overall Role of Honor Council 
The Honor Council as stated in the 

"Overview of the Honor System" booklet 
is to be "an all student group, elected to 
administer the Honor System This ad-
ministration consists of three main areas: 
enforcement orientation, and improve-
ment" 

Some attendees strongly questioned 
whether the Council was fulfilling the 
third imperative. Mark Schoenhals, 
Thresher opinion editor, said, "(T]he mo-
tivation for saying confidentiality is too 
great is that at the end of the year we don't 
know how many people there are [con-
victed]. We don't know if there is a prob-
lem, and the message of the Steve Tran 
letter is to 'attack the subculture, don't 
attack the system' Well the system is not 
dealing with the subculture, and I would 
like to see the Honor Council do a better 
job of it" 

Burk responded, "I think there are a 
lot more issues than just the Honor 
Council can grasp. Certainly we are trying, 
butl think that partof this is going to have 
to come from the administration. Our 
power, die power of the Honor Council, is 
not great enough. Certainly we are work-
ing to the best of our abilities." 

The issue of whether one of the priori-
ties of the council should be to take exten-
sive measures to protect die violators 
once they are convicted was raised by 
several attendees. Keener said, "[I]t 
sounds like the Honor Council is taking 
almost a completely reverse stand and 
saying we need to protect these violators 
from that kind of societal pressure by 
giving them confidentiality, and we're 
doing it to insure that ifs not really that 
big of a deal and if the Honor Council is 
using that kind of logic, it seems very 
inverted." 

Amit Mehta, Lovett senior, summed 
up many of the issues of the forum "I 
think you are completely on track that die 
Honor Council lacks the power, and the 
administration lacks die will, to deal with 
this problem. Wehaveacertain subculture 
committing an unbelievably dispropor-
tionate amount of the violations. The first 
function of the Honor Council is punitive, 
to deal with violations, but the second 
function is preventive. In releasing group 
affiliations, after the fact...then we can 
discuss as a university how to deal with 
that [problem]. ...But I think one thing 
that you are missing is, what is the big-
gest group in question right now? The 
entire Rice student body right now is 
implicated in guilt by association as long 
as everyone suffers from the perception 
that it is a random subset of Rice students 
[committing the violations]," said Mehta. 

SURVIVE 
THE HOLIDAYS 
AND HEAL THE PAIN 

The holidays are a time of celebration, joy and family for many people. But the holidays can also be a 
time of depression, desperation, loss and thoughts of suicide especially for those who have experienced 
abuse or trauma. Holiday stress can reactivate your wounded self. You have the inner strength and 
power to heal the pain. 

This Tuesday, December 10 f rom 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. attend a free orientation called Surviving the 
Holidays at HCA Belle Park Hospital. You'll gain valuable information about a weekend workshop 
starting December 13, or an intensive, five day inpatient program starting December 16 that is 
designed to help you regain control of your life. 

You'll learn how to: • Identify destructive and unhealthy patterns in your life 
• Identify core behaviors and beliefs which were set at a young age 
• Discover why you have unsatisfactory relationships 
• Understand why you choose friends, jobs and partners who can't 

support you in a positive way 
• Acknowledge your childhood abuse or trauma 

The program is conducted by trained professionals who have survived their own abuse and trauma. 
They've made positive changes in their lives, and want to help you make positive changes in yours. 
What you learn could actually help you survive the holidays. 

4427 Belle Park Drive 

Houston, Texas 77072 

Call 9 8 3 - 3 3 2 0 to make your reservation 
or for more information. 

~ BELLAIRE S 
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Alley's Christmas Carol a magical ghost story 
BY LEEZIE KIM 

W, [hat would Christmas be 
without a good old-fashioned 
dark-hearted, cold-blooded 
Scrooge to scare the kiddies with 
holiday spirits and phantoms of 
death? Bah, humbug! 

Luckily, the Alley Theatre is 
celebrating its holiday season 
with a richly visual and magical 
rendition of Charles Dicken's A 
Christmas Carol that was made 
with children in mind. 

While staying true to Dicken's 
1843 tale of a bitter, miserly 
businessman, director Michael 
Wilson adds a little modern 
technical magic. The result is a 
glamorous show with enough 
spooky fog, graceful dancing 
ghosts, and colorful costumes to 
keep every young eye glued to the 
stage in wonder, yet poignant 
enough in story to satisfy the 
more critical audience. 

The tale is a touching one that 
brings in family, money, home, 
poverty, illness, love lost, 
solitude, and death...all the 
riches of life. Amongst the magic 
of floating ghosts and changling 
door knockers are some of the 
simpler, quieter, and most heart-
wrenching and heart-warming 
scenes in the play. 

After the translucent Victorian 
ghosts delighted the audience 
with their frenzied dances across 
the magnificently complex stage, 
the mood changes as Bob 

Gerald Hiken (Ebenezer Scrooge) sits at the desk in the Offices of Scrooge and Mar ley in A Christmas Carol. 

Cratchit takes his seat at the 
dinner table next to a small, 
wooden, empty stool at his side. 
The silence was deafening and 
not one cough came from the 
audience that was holding its 
breath. 

Designing a set to be Scrooge's 
home, the Offices of Marley and 
Scrooge, the simple home of Bob 
Cratchit, the snowy streets of 

London and all the scenes from 
Scrooge's past and future on one 
stage with minimal changes had 
to have been a challenge. But Jay 
Michael Jagim does all that and 
more. Using more ramps and 
stairs than the Roman Coliseum, 
Jagim makes each scene distinc-
tive and even adds in his own bits 
of magic with dark windows that 
change into colorful stained glass 
and secret doors that open behind 

fireplaces. 
Gerald Hiken returns to the 

Alley to play the irascible, 
curmungeon Scrooge and does so 
perfectly. Never has there been 
an as whining, groaning, biting, 
tormented, and comical a Scrooge 
as this one. 

Bushy-browed and looking 
adequately uncomfortable in his 
nightcap and shirt, Hiken creates 
a Scrooge you can despise in all 

his mean ess and yet laugh at in 
his silliness. 

Jeffery Bean does an amazing 
quick change trick playing both 
the grey, bellowing ghost of Jacob 
Marley and the roUy-polly, plump 
and rump Mrs. Kilber, Scrooge's 
elderly maid. It was quite a sight 
to see the hefty lass all tied up in 
bright red bows being chased 
about the Christmas tree by an 
amorous Scrooge. A match made 
in heaven to be sure. 

Some of the truly notable 
actors were the children involved 
in A Christmas Carol. From the 
Christmas Carolers to the 
Cratchit family, children were an 
integral part of the cast and added 
a sweetness to the play and the 
regular Alley actors' perfor-
mances. Perhaps the youngest 
actors were Wylie Moore and 
Blake Stokes who on alternate 
nights play Tiny Tim Cratchit. 
Everyone on stage and in the 
audience waited with bated 
breath as Stokes was given his 
cue and sighed in relief as he 
whispered, "God bless us, 
everyone." 

There is something for 
everyone in the timeless tale 
made a little glossier, a little 
fancier, but all the more fun at 
the Alley. 

A Christmas Carol a Ghost 
Story of Christmas is playing 
now through December 24th. 
Tickets range from S10-S33 with 
student rush tickets available one 
hour before curtains for $ 10. Half 
price tickets are available the day 
of the performance. For more 
information, call the Alley Box 
Office at 228-8421. 

Blue Train right on track 
BY DOUG TAPLEY 

Paradox fighting 
red with jazz, blues 

BY GIL SALVIDAR 

P 
Arofii Lrofitably establishing a jazz 
and blues bar during a recession 
might seem an impossible feat; 
but down on the corner of 
Montrose and Banks, on the 
upper floor of a place called 
Paradox, something special 
happens with the coming of the 
night: music, and it's usually 
free. 

Ken and Debbie Elston have 
been running Paradox since its 
establishment back in April 
where the bankrupt Blue Moon 
Cafe once stood. They have 
learned a great deal, but as Ken 
will readily admit learning was 
not always easy: "Back when we 
first got started, this guy came in 
from Los Angeles and we signed 
him up for a few gigs because we 
figured he would be a good draw. 
Nobody knew him, but we 
thought, 'Hey! He's from L. A.!"' 
After pausing over his beer, Ken 
looks you in the eye and smiles, 
"nope." 

And then he just starts 
laughing because, on this cool 
Sunday night just a few working 
days before Thanksgiving, the 
jazz session is only half an hour 
old and already the bar is almost 
filled to capacity. How? 

With no cover charge Sunday 
through Wednesday nights, 
Paradox offers some of the best 
entertainment buys in the city. 
Beginning as open-mike nights in 
which the city's unknowns could 
showcase their talents, only 

Tuesdays remain completely 
open for strictly-acoustic, 
conceivably-all-night perfor-
mances. With Wednesday nights 
now dedicated to the Joe Locascio 
Trio (heavily influenced by Billy 
Strayhom and Therbnius Monk), 
Sunday night's jazz and Monday 
night's blues sessions have 
respectively fallen under the 
auspices of drummer Keith 
Karnaky and Skiles Kelley, lead 
guitarist for Pearl Murray and the 
Tardy Boys (appearing later this 
month). Through the week both 
Karnaky and Kelley roam 
Houston to bring fresh talent to 
their sessions; and while Sunday 
nights feature individual talents 
like Dave Catney or Rice's own 
Phil Hall, blues musicians 
converge throughout Monday 
nights to rock the house down at 
some serious volume. 

Beyond showcasing un- f 

knowns, Paradox attracts big-
name performers like Sebastian 
Whittaker, Kellye Gray and Trish 
and Darin at cover jharges yet to 
exceed $8. Already, the Elsrons 
have signed Tony Campise for an 
engagement this month and 
secured guitarists Sonny Boy 
Terry, Kinny Abair and singer 
Sam McLean for New Year's Eve. 

"Of course, with these cover 
charges," admits Elston, "we 
expect mostof our,income from 
the bar — htfrwe aon't go crazy." 
So, bring your friends, your ID's 
and the expectation of a great 
time at an unbeatable price. 
Recessions:,,you gotta love 'em! 

Paradox is located at 1010 
Banks. For more information, 
call 526-4565. 

hen it comes to digital, 
techno-pop albums, the progres-
sive music fan has a wide 
selection from which to choose. 
Since the days of Herbie Hancock 
(in my opinion, an extremely 
talented artist) it seems that just 
about anybody with a synthesizer 
and a Macintosh can create a top 
40 hit. It's my belief that at least 
nine but of ten albums on record 
store shelves are over-produced. 
Long since gone are the days 
when distinguishing talented 
artists from fraudulent boobs was 
a matter of black and white. 
Today, we are seeing increasing 
shades of grey (need I 
mention...Milli Vanilli?) that 
need to be clarified. 

Blue Train, the latest bid for 
top 40 stardom, has ingeniously 
avoided this stigma by promoting 
their debut album—The Business 
of Dreams—with acoustic sets. 
Last week, aboard the Texas 
Limited, we travelled from 
Houston to Galveston (and back) 
with the band, and I assure you 
that these guys were really 
playing—and, I might add, quite 
well! The Business of Dreams 
can definitely be classified as 
progressive pop. Everyone except 
me seems to hate band compari-
sons, but let me suggest that Blue 
Train sounds like a mixture of 
INXS, Depeche Mode, and Scritti 
Politti. <* 

Blue Train has everything it 
takes to make it big in the states: 
talent, British accents, a GQish 
frontman, and a strong debut 
album. Even though it's in vogue 
to have a political agenda, not 
everyone (Blue Train included) 
does. Whether a need for light-
hearted, bouncy music is a need 
that we all share, pr one felt 
simply by fourteen-year-old girls, 
is a matter I'll leave up to Dr. 
Temkin to ponder. In either case, 
The Business of Dreams fits the 
bill nicely. "All I Need is You," 
the first single of the album is 

Simon Husbands, Alan Fearn, Paul Betts, and Tony Osborne make up Blue Train. 

definitely aimed at an MTV 
generation. It is a fun, if pointless, 
song with a catchy chorus. The 
two ballads, "The Hardest 
Thing" and "Stay With Me 
Baby," while admittedly trite, 
also have a catchy flair to them. 
Tony Osboum, the lead singer, 
sounds like a white Babyface on 
these slow tracks (that is meant 
to be a compliment, in case you 
are wondering). The second 
single, "The Apple," is along the 
lines of the first; there is no 
reason why it shouldn't be at 
least as, if not more successful 
than, its predecessor. 

As is usually the case, my 
favorite cuts off the album will 
probably never see the light of air 
time. Not only aesthetically 
appealing, but optimistic as well, 
"I Will" (as in, "I will find 
somebody sooner or later") rings 
with wholesome, upbeat, 
pleasing, pop melody. 

On a more sober note, the title 
track comes across as both 
sophisticated and fun—the 
former due to the nature of the 

lyrics, the latter due to the nature 
of the music. All of these songs 
had charm accoustically as well. 
In fact some had redeeming value 
live where there was nothing on 
the album ("I'll Say Yes" could 
have been left off the album 
altogether). 

The live sets were fun; it's too 
bad more of the band members' 
charm does not come though on 
the album. If success truly comes 
to those who deserve it, then 
expect to see more of these guys 
in the future. They are talented 
musicians with positive attitudes 
who enjoy performing. Like most 
musicians, Blue Train has lofty 
goals. After more than three years 
together, Blue Train was sud-
denly overwhelmed with offers to 
record. Now they're hobnobbing 
with bigwigs from BMG and Zoo 
Entertainment; it looks as if they 
are on their way at last. If fate 
plays any role, then the fact that 
Business of Dreams was mixed 
on the same board as Led Zepplin 
IV and Van Halen should indicate 
a prosperous future for the band. 
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Disney puts modern twist to classic Beauty 
B Y H A R L A N H O W E 

B E A U T Y A N D THE BEAST 

DIRECTED BY GARY TROUSDALE 

AND KIRK WISE 

R reauty and the Beast is 
animation at its best. It is a high-
quality piece of work from the 
folks that have been doing it 
longer and better than anyone 
else. The result is a film that's a 
real beaut itself. 

Even more impressive is 
Disney's modernized heroine: 
Belle (Paige O'Hara), a beauty 
who actually possesses a brain. 

Unlike a certain whiny, self-
absorbed, mall-urchin mermaid 
featured in another Disney 
picture, Belle has savvy. She has 
wit, intelligence, strength and 
even a streak of stubbornness. 
And her hair, thank God, is not 
always perfect as a plastic shell. 
She's into books, travel, her 
father's inventions, and, well, 
hairy beasts with no table 
manners. This girl is not a 
"helpless little dear;" she takes 
care of herself. 

Unfortunately, to give this 
character a soul, the filmmakers 
had to steal it from almost every 
other human around her. Belle's 
nemesis is the town narcissistic 
oaf, Gaston (Richard White), 
whom the Disney animators had 
to continually remind us, lest we 

• 

Spirited Belle charms the Beast as they feed the winter birds in the enchanted castle in Disney's animated feature. 

be taken in by appearances, is a 
jerk. They beat the audience over 
the head with this point until you 
couldn't even enjoy hating him. 
The three blondes with the 
cartoonish proportions drooling 
over his biceps were a bit much. 

The characters saved from 
being devoid of spirit are Beast 
(Robby Benson) and the servants 
in his castle. It is in the castle 
that the movie really takes off, 

involving the show's most 
enjoyable musical numbers, "Be 
Our Guest" and "Beauty and the 
Beast." 

You don't remember musical 
numbers in the book? Well, that's 
not the only change. Disney 
considered this story a long time 
ago, but discarded it because of a 
dull second half. 

So they changed the story a 
little, added a score comparable 

oJTie (]3eautv\ 

to the mermaid's, and tossed in a 
few new characters to liven 
things up a bit. 

In the Disney version, an 
arrogant, young prince is trans-
formed into a beast when he 
rejects an enchantress in disguise. 

If he does not find mutual love 
before his 21st birthday, he will 
be condemned to that form 
forever. Belle trades her freedom 
for her father's when he tres-
passes on the Beast's property. 

Beast is a very possessed 
character, an animal in his very 
behavior, with a flamethrower of 
a temper. When he gets mad, he 
does not climb stairs, he bounds 
from railing to railing. His room, 
in the forbidden "west wing," is a 

The Weirdos, 

wreck from all the tantrums he 
has thrown. 

In the end, however, he proves 
to be a very deep individual, 
completely devoted to Belle. 

Taking care of the Beast in his 
castle are his former servants, 
also transformed, only into 
household items. This is where a 
lot of the fun comes in, as the 
directors invited a few celebrity 
voices into the characters. 
Lumiere, the candlestick (Jerry 
Orbach), is the very essence of 
hospitality and flamboyancy. 
(He's also got a thing for the 
sultriest feather-duster you've 
ever seen.) Cogsworth, the 
mantel clock (David Ogden 
Stiers), is the perpetually over-
whelmed level head of the 
household and is responsible for 
the worst one-liners of the movie. 
Mrs. Potts, the teapot (Angela 
Lansbury), is the mother figure of 
the film, dispensing bits of 
wisdom with cream and sugar. 
These characters are wonderful 
additions to the traditional story. 

In the background, literally, 
are some of the best animation 
techniques I've ever seen. From 
time-honored tricks such as 
multi-level animation, allowing 
images to drift in and out of focus 
as the camera moves to the more 
sophisticated computer-aided 
scenes, Disney provides the 
viewer a world that feels truly 
three-dimensional. My jaw hung 
during the ballroom scene—a 
scene so convincing my mind at 
first didn't realize that it wasn't a 
real set. This blows the doors off 
of any other animated clip I've 
ever seen. Take my word for it. 

Beauty and the Beast is a fine 
movie. The script, characters and 
production values are all highly 
polished and make for a very. 
impressive show. If the only 
cartoon you ever watch is the 
Simpsons, you should go to this 
movie and get a dose of the real 
stuff. 

Angelica Huston and Raul Julia are morbidly romantic Morticia and Gomez Addams. 

All in the family 
B Y G E O R G E D . N I C K A S 

T H E A D D A M S FAMILY 

DIRECTED BY BARRY SONNEFELD 

A . I saw yet another in the 
long line of late 80's/early 90's 
pitifully nostalgic baby-boomer, 
retro movies, I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that The 
Addams Family stacked up quite 
well. Of course we should 

remember that that genre is 
comprised of such faulty 
megamovies as Batman and Dick 
Tracy. But if nothing else, these 
movies should certainly illustrate 
the reality of our postmodern era 
in which a dominant cultural art 
form (the cinema) quite often 
eschews reality, and instead 
settles for representations of 
other cultural art forms (comic 
strips and old campy TV). 

The Addams Family, though 
by no means a great movie, was a 
solid, reasonably entertaining, 

but unimaginative technicolor 
jaunt back to the wonderful 
world of pitiful '60's television. 
The labyrinthine Addams 
mansion, filled with all sorts of 
secret passages, weapons, 
execution devices and nameless 
musty things, presented a 
wonderfully dingy, atmospheric 
feeling. 

Unfortunately, the acting was 
quite uninspired, with the 
possible exceptions of Raul Julia's 
suave and dashing Gomez 
Addams and Christina Ricci's 
wide-foreheaded, sinister-looking 
Wednesday Addams. Christopher 
Lloyd's Uncle Fester was disap-
pointing, doubly so since his role 
turned out to be the major one in 
the movie. And though Fester's 
hackneyed, evil-twin/amnesia 
switcharoo was TV at its most 
glorious, it created major confu-
sion when presented in a movie-
length format. 

The overplayed romance 
between Gomez and Morticia 

"tAnjelica Huston) was an unbal-
anced mixture of charm and 
nausea, but the intriguing 
violence and stunts probably 
made up for it. I also wish M. C. 
Hammer's revamped rappified 
Addams Family theme song was 
used in the movie, rather than at 
the end in the credits as seems to 
be the vogue. 

. But the movie is worth seeing 
for at least dollar-movie prices, 
perhaps even matinee prices. And 
if you're an Addams Family fan, 
well, no price is too high. 

Da da da dum <snap> <snap>, 
da da da dum <snap> <snap>, da 
da da dum, da da da dum, da da 
da dum <snap> <snap>... 

end The kids. 
Prospero's Books 

B Y P A T R I C I A LIN 

PROSPERO'S B O O K S 

DIRECTED BY PETER GREENAWAY 

n . aked people. Naked 
people dancing. Naked people 
singing. Naked people standing 
around, swinging on ropes, 
leaning against pillars. Naked 
people in a parade. Naked people 
urinating thirty-forty-fifty feet 
into the air. So many naked 
people your senses are dulled and 
you can't tell whether they're 

and evil monsters that rape 
beautiful women. Books sponta-
neously combusting when they 
hit water. Men with pantaloons, 
masks, and huge plumed hats. 

Confused yet? I am, and I saw 
the movie. 

Peter Greenaway, of The 
Cook, The Thief, His Wife ei) Her 
Lover fame, presents his newest 
film, Prospero's Books, an 
eclectic view of Shakespeare's 
The Tempest. But aside from the 
gorgeous set, there isn't much to 
the movie, except lots and lots of 
nudity. (Japanese officials 
actually seized portions of this 
film because they thought it was 

Peter Greenaway, of The Cook, The 
Thief, His Wife & tier Lover fame,, pre-
sents, an eclectic view of The Tempest 
But aside from the gorgeous set, there 
isn'fcmuch to the movie, except lots 
and lots of nudity. 
male or female anymore. 

British accents and sixteenth 
century language. Elaborate sets 
and confusing plots. Women 
speaking with an old man's voice. 
Beautiful calligraphy on ancient 
parchment. Books that move and 
bleed, that tell the future and the 
past, that produce water and 
witchcraft. Spirits and nymphs 

being imported for distribution 
and it violated Japanese censor-
ship regulations concerning 
nudity.) 

Sir John Gielgud, a British 
actor of renown with a seventy-
year stage career, plays Prospero, 
the duke of Milan who has been 
ousted by his younger brother, 
Antonio. (If you know The 
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Midler shines in For the Boys 

Bette Midler plays Dixie Leonard, a spunky USO entertainer in For the Boys. 

much before. Midler plays Dixie 
BY JOSH DANIEL 

FOR THE BOYS 
DIRECTED BY MARK RYDELL 

T 
JLhe 

..here's something you should 
know before reading this review. I 
hated Beaches. A lot. 

And the previews to For the 
Boys threatened the same tired 
formula in Beaches: Bette sings, 
Bette dances, Bette acts wacky, 
someone dies, Bette cries. 

But, all said and done, For the 
Boys was a surprise with quite a 
lot that works well. The plot, for 
one thing, is one we haven't seen 

Leonard, a World War II era singer 
and dancer who, thanks to her 
uncle's influence, is plucked from 
her drab studio recording job and 
sent to London to fill in as singer 
in big-time comedian Eddie 
Sparks' (James Caan's) show for 
American troops. The two are an 
immediate hit onstage, even if 
their relationship in the wings is 
a tenuous one: Sparks wants an 
airheaded bimbo who's happy 
playing second fiddle, but Dixie 
knows she's too good, too smart 
for that. She wants equal billing 
and (even worse) respect. This 
offstage tension translates into 
palpable onstage chemistry, and 
show-biz pundits predict that the 

.at* "the mcxfes 
hard to read 
Tempest, skip this paragraph.) He 
now lives on an enchanted island 
with nymphs and spirits, his 
beautiful daughter, Miranda, and 
his twenty-four magical books. 
He is served by the spirit Ariel 
and has enslaved the monster 
Caliban, offspring of the dead 
witch, Sycorax. Using the 
magical powers afforded him by 
his books, Prospero has built a 
Renaissance kingdom on the 
island and now seeks revenge on 
those who kicked him out of his 
dukedom. He starts by causing a 
storm to wreck the boat carrying 
his enemies on his shores. 

The major portion of the 
confusion in this movie comes 
from the fact that Prospero is 
both writing the action down in 
play form as the action occurs 
and acting out the parts. There-
fore, there are shots of him 
writing and shots of him in 
action, and you don't know 
what's going on. To complicate 
matters, Prospero speaks for 
everyone: Miranda's female tones 
are mixed in with Prospero's 
male tones, Ariel's raspy tones 
are shadowed with Prospero's 
elderly ones, Caliban's hissing is 
compounded with Prospero's 
enunciation. 

Of course, there are also the 
oddities Greenaway has thrown 
in to make a visual impact. Why, 
for instance, is Ariel rolling 
around on a ball? How does the 

little boy urinate so high, and 
where does that fifteen minute's 
worth of urine come from? And 
why don't the naked women 
dance gracefully? It drove me 
crazy to watch perfectly normal 
looking human beings hopping 
around like dolls in a porno-
graphic version of Disney's "It's a 
Small World." 

Worst of all is the fact that the 
introduction to Prospero's 
magical books never ends. If you 
get too caught up in the introduc-
tion to them, you miss the entire 
movie. But you can't ignore the 
introduction to the books either, 
because Greenaway superimposes 
them over scenes which the 
audience might have liked to 
have seen. Here you are, wonder-
ing what's going to happen to this 
specific character and which 
outlandish costume people are 
going to emerge wearing, and a 
book opens up over everything, 
covering it all up. But everything 
in the book is swimming around 
anyway, and you get dizzy trying 
to figure out what it says. It's 
kind of like studying late at 
night, and you're trying to read 
the text but your eyes are 
watering and keep rolling back 
into your head. 

But not to worry, the River 
Oaks gives out synopses of the 
plot with the tickets, and I wasn't 
the only one reading one after the 
movie was over. 

pair is destined for greatness, 
"bigger than Burns and Allen, 
bigger than Crosby and Hope." 
Those predictions come true, and 
the film traces Sparks and 
Leonard's meteoric career and 
slowly developing friendship. 

The film takes on the chal-
lenge of spanning nearly fifty 
years' time, and in that respect it 
succeeds completely. The set 
design, wardrobe, and makeup 
artists do a commendable job of 
making the time periods seem 
alive. Director Mark Rydell ("The 
Rose," "On Golden Pond") adds a 
few nice touches as well: the 
soldiers' reactions to dancing 
USO girls develop from boyish 
shyness in the 1940s to audacious 
groaping and a near gang-rape in 
the '60s. And, at the movie's end, 
it's hard to believe that Caan and 
Midler really aren't 90 years old. 

It's also refreshing to see a 
strong female lead. Dixie Leonard 
refuses to swallow the white-
bread, June Cleaver homemaker 
image that was spoon-fed to the 
1940s woman. She's no Sarah 
Connor from "T2," but she is 
quite a shock to the system. That 
she should be so confident and 
independent in the 1940s is all 
the more impressive. And Midler 
pulls it off without any of the 
abrasiveness or harshness so 
conspicuous in her earlier films 
— this woman is smart, funny 
and independent, and she's more 
feminine than we've seen Midler 
before. 

For the Boys' real problem is 
that it concentrates more on 
character than plot, and as a 
result, fails to sustain any 
continuous storyline. It professes 
to be a movie about two friends, 
but it fails to show us any real 

SEE BOYS, PAGE 17 

Baxter innocent bull terrier or darkly intelligent fiend? 

Baxter is no Fifi 
BY ANN ZITTERKOPF 

BAXTER 
DIRECTED BY JEROME BOIRTN 

Kveet Fifi will never seem the 
same again. 

Baxter stars a bull terrier who 
identifies better with humans 
than animals. In the opening of 
the movie, he introduces himself 
saying he hates cats and birds. 
"Perhaps one day I'll kill one." In 
the next scene, he runs around 
with a bird in his mouth. 

The entire story, told through 
the eyes of the dog, follows 
Baxter's life. Baxter can't talk per 
se, but is the omnipresent 
narrator (voice by Jacques 
Audiard). 

Baxter appears innocent and 
obedient—the epitome of man's 
best friend. However, this facade 
covers up an evil underlying 
character. Madame Deville (Lise 
Delamare) receives Baxter as a 
present from her daughter, for 
her "protection." Baxter, how-

ever, dreams of killing his owner 
—he cannot respect her because 
she fears him. After Deville just 
happens to fall down the stairs 
twice (the second time fatally), 
Baxter moves in with the libidi-
nous couple across the street. 

At first, Baxter's new life is 
idyllic—until the baby. Eventu-
ally, the couple also fears Baxter— 
but for their child's sake. 

Baxter is finally happy with his 
final master—a Hitler-obsessed 
teenage boy named Charles 
(Francois Driancourt). Baxter 
loves the boy because the boy 
rules, and even beats, him. 
Drian court depicts Charles as a 
sociopath. He is the epitome of 
evil and can manipulate others 
flawlessly. While many people 
laughed at the preview of this 
movie ["Baxter, beware the dog 
who thinks"), Baxter is not a 
comedy, but an intriguing and 
disturbing political satire. 

In French with English 
subtitles. This might be its final 
weekend as the midnight movie 
at the River Oaks. 

New star makes My Girl her film 

Newcomer Anna Chlumsky steals the scenes as a nuerotic and soulfull Vada Sultenfuss growing up in My Gtl. 

BY BRIAN BEEGHLY 

M Y GIRL 
DIRECTED BY HOWARD ZEEFF 

T .he publicity hacks of the 
movie industry continue to 
amaze me. The posters advertis-
ing My Girl show a big picture of 
a smiling Macauley Culkin next 
to the slogan "Mac is Back". 
Fortunately, the Mac from the 
annoying Home Alone is not 
back. 

He is much funnier in this 
movie, and there is much less of 
him. He logs about 20 minutes of 
screen time in his supporting 
role. The posters also avoid the 
hard commercial truth about the 
subject of this movie: death. 

The main character, Vada 
(Anna Chlumsky), is a precocious 
11 -year-old. A couple weeks into 
the summer, she has already 
completed the English teacher's 

summer reading list and is 
beginning War and Peace. Her 
intelligence allows her to outduel 
the adults in her life, but it also 
impedes her happiness. She is a 
hypochondriac with an abnormal 
fear of death. She has prostate 
cancer one day and is hemorrhag-
ing the next, and is always sure 
that she is going to die. 

Culkin comes in as Thomas J., 
Vada's best friend. He shows 
exceptional talent in this movie 
and is good for many laughs in 
his short time on the screen, but 
more importantly, he effectively 
plays a real little kid— this is 
something missing from his John 
Hughes'efforts. It is nice to 
discover that he has real ability 
when he isn't forced into playing 
the equivalent of a cartoon 
character. 

The story is a mish-mash of 
trite themes. It is equal parts 
'Vada learns about death' educa-
tional film, carpe diem retread, 
Accidental Tourist (emotionally 
impotent man is cured by 

attractive, eccentric woman), and 
generic John Hughes movie (cute 
little person "steals our hearts"). 
The script has many logical holes 
in it. That this movie is able to 
achieve a powerful emotional 
appeal can be attributed to 
Chlumsky. 

Whenever something impor-
tant happens, we are allowed to 
see her sad and beautiful eyes 
reflect it. Her ability to change 
emotions in one of the scenes is 
the best thing that I have seen on 
the screen in a long time. Minus 
a few awkward moments, it is a 
brilliant performance. 

My Girl is a blatant attempt at 
a tearjerker. I was determined 
not to give in to its hackneyed 
attempts, but failed every time 
Chlumsky took the screen near 
the end. It is ironic that a movie 
which took an army of overpaid 
experts to produce is saved by the 
efforts of one inexperienced ten 
year-old girl. She makes it a 
genuinely worthwhile time at the 
movies. See it for her. 
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Music boy picks year's best 

2150 RICHMOND AT GREENBRIAR 
524-0696 

COLLEGE 
NIGHT 

—EVERY TUESDAY— 
9PM-CLOSE 

DOMESTIC BEER & 
COCKTAILS 

(EVEN THE GOOD STUFF!!!) 

$2.00 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

DEC. 6 & 7 
BEAT TEMPLE 

SUNDAY, DEC. 8 
OILERS/STEELERS 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11 
TRISH & DARIN 
THURSDAY, DEC. 12 
ROAD KINGS 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DEC. 13 & 14 

5 A.M. 
SUNDAY, DEC. 15 

OILERS/BROWNS 
LIVE MUSIC • SPORTS • DARTS 

GAMES'PRIVATE PARTIES 
21 AND OVER, ID REQUIRED 

OPEN 7 DAYS—NOON TO 2AM 

BY ROSS GRADY 

L Lt's been one strange year. The 
recession's finally caught up with 
the record biz, meaning that 
instead of a couple of dozen 
nauseating overhyped main-
stream records, we've had three: 
Guns 'n' Roses, Michael Jackson, 
and U2. 

The beauty of this state of 
affairs is that the music-hungry 
youth of America have turned to 
alternate sources for their Rock & 
Roll fix, which explains how a 
relatively obscure grunge band 
from Seattle named, of all things, 
Nirvana, suddenly became the 
MTV/radio hit of the season. 

But in case you're still 
confused by this whole Rock & 
Roll restructuring thing, here's a 
handy gift guide/best-of list for 
the past 12 months. Once again, 
my thanks to Steve Nichols and 
H. K. Kahng for coughing up their 
respective portions. And, of 
course, the order's alphabetical. 

Bongwater—The Power of 
Pussy If they were dirty back-
woods morons, it'd be disgusting. 
Instead, they're hip New Yorkers, 
and it's just plain blissful. (RG) 

Nat King Cole—Nat King 
Cole, the Jazz Collector Edition 
Five CDs, under thirty bucks. 
Sure, the packaging sucks, but 
who makes love to packaging? 
(RG) 

John Coltrane—Live in Japan 
OK, Coltrane's been dead for 
years, but this amazing documen-
tary of his quintet's performance 
in Japan finally made its way to 
the states this year. Must be 
heard to be believed. Not for the 
weak of heart, but inspiring for 
those who can get into it. (HK) 

Cranes—Wings of Joy Terri-
fying, beautiful, disturbing, 
heavenly. (SN) 

Curve—Head and shoulders 
above everything baggy and 

AS 
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shoegazing. (SN) 
De La Soul—De La Soul is 

Dead Most of us thought they 
couldn't top their first record. So 
they killed it off, tore it up, made 
it new. And it worked. (RG) 

Dinosaur Jr.—Green Mind/ 
Whatever's Cool With Me One's 
an album, one's just an 8-cut 
single. Together, noise goes 
mellow with a vengeance. (RG) 

Electronic—Electronic How 
can I listen to precisely crafted, 
polished dance-pop with a clear 
conscience? Easy: I have an open 
mind; I'm secure in my manhood; 
this disc is fucking genius. Any 
one song on this disc is better 
than every single song that was 
ever on Billboard's top 40 this 
year. (SN) 

Fields of the Nephilim—Earth 
Inferno Goth is dead, but the 
Fields don't give a damn. It's 
monstrous, pretentious, pomp-
ous, and it's live. I would have 
given away select members of my 
family to be at that concert. (SN) 

fIREHOSE—Flyin' the Flannel 
With all the tempo shifts, wild 
bass runs, and twisted rhyming 
vocals, you'd think it was funk. 
It's not; it's better. (RG) 

John Wesley Harding—The 
Name Above the Title If you 
have to buy one record by a 
dense, whiny Brit, make it this 
one. At least he's funny. (RG) 

Metallica—Metallica Quite 
possibly the last metal album 
anybody will ever need to buy. 
(RG) Perfection! (SN) 

Van Morrison—Bang Masters 
Van's first solo recordings, made 
in 1967, finally available all in 
one place. Find out why we all 

think he's God. (RG) 
Mudhoney—Every Good Boy 

Deserves Fudge Seattle guitar 
grunge rock that everyone's been 
raving about. Wild and manic, 
with hair and sweat flying 
everywhere as the bigmuff 
fuzzbox gets another full work-
out. (HK) 

My Bloody Valentine— 
Loveless Their first since 1988's 
Isn't Anything. Lush, textured, 
dreamy, yet turbulfent, this album 
is a drifting daydream through a 
sea of static. (HK) 

Nirvana—Nevermind Can I 
deny a disc's brilliance because of 
sudden galaxial popularity?... 
No. (SN) Total fucking godhood. 
(RG) 

Pixies—Trompe Le Monde 
Nowhere near as raw as Surfer 
Rosa, but grating in a different 
manner. (HK) We should all grow 
and change as well as the Pixies. 
(SN) 

Primal Scream— 
Screamadelica Dance music 
that I can live with. Rave, kids, 
rave. (HK) 

Silverfish—Hate Axl Sweaty 
grunting hate music for the 
homicide generation. Aggressive 
as a pit bull on PCP, yet the 
whole assembly of noise manages 
to stick as tight, coherent songs. 
(HK) 

Slowdive—Just For a Day 
Shoegazing at its finest. Clouds 
and waves of guitar ambience 
that paint phosphorescent streaks 
behind closed eyelids. (HK) 

Smashing Pumpkins—Gish 
Just another Jane's Addiction 
copy band, right? But wait, Jane's 
Addiction is no more . . . the king 
is dead, God save the king. (RG) 

Springhouse—Land Falls The 
most underrated record of the 
year. Wonderful American Rock 
and Roll: melody, harmony, and 
hooks galore. (SN) 

Superchunk—No Pocky for 
Kitty Three chord guitar 
freakouts that you can hum along 
with. (HK) 

SEE THE LOT, PAGE 17 

Lyrical poets cool in December 
BY JEFF KAREM 

I . was thinking about the origin 
of names when the tape of a band 
from Austin called December fell 
into my lap. 

The origin of this band's name 
is an allusion to a quote from 
Shakespeare's Richard II which 
deals with "the attainment of the 
impossible." That quote, 
according to lead vocalist Michael 
King, has a "thematic link" with 
the band's music. 

December hasn't quite 
achieved the impossible in its 
music, but its album For the 
World is Hollow and I have 
Touched the Sky is superior to 
much of the music heard in both 
the national and small-time 
music scenes. 

December's choice of instru-
ments is itself unusual. Band 
members Kevin Albers and Bryce 
Smith, responsible for keyboards 

m 
Album Review 

and drums, provide most of the 
sound. Matt Booth plays bass 
guitar. Although the synthesized 
sound from the keyboards lends a 
distinct electronic air to the 
music, it is balanced by the 
strong percussion element. 
Booth's bass guitar creates a rich 
undertone that is both subtle and 
dominant. 

The highlight, though, was 
King's vocal performance. As 
both the writer and the singer of 
the band's songs, he creates and 
expresses the poetry that comple-
ments the music. King, who has a 
strong background in theater, 
uses his talents to make the 
music powerful and dynamic. As 
a songwriter, he creates songs 

December, an Austin Band (yet another one) will be touring the Texas music scene. 

that vividly portray characters 
and convey emotions. His 
versatile voice allows him to 
breathe life into his words. His 
voice twists and turns through 
dizzying paths, often plunging up 
and down extremes of pitch and 
tone in a matter of seconds. 

The band's diverse talents 
show up in the range of emotions 
on the album. Their songs are not 
all dark dirges bewailing the 
human angst, nor are they all 
odes to joy and bliss. King writes 
with balance. His songs address 
such diverse topics as freedom, 
love, truth, death, grief. 

"Freedom Cry," the first song 
on the album, portrays a fierce 
exchange between a boy running 
for freedom and the almighty evil 
force which will catch him. It is 

,true tribute to King's vocal 
talents, for he provides the voices 
of both characters in the song. In 
"Madhatter's Party," the 
Madhatter gives a monologue in 
which he raises deep and impor-
tant questions about authority 
and religion. 

The music of December 
should appeal to a broad spec-
trum of listeners. Musically, it 
employs both electronic and 
acoustic sounds. The songs deal 
with a broad array of themes and 
ideas, and they contain both 
power and refinement. And while 
their music may strive for the 
impossible, listening to them is 
not. 

Because December is an 
Austin band, it plays in the Texas 
music circuit. If you should spy 
the name of this unusual band in 
the morass of groups playing 
Houston's club circuit, it would 
be worthwhile to give 
December's music a listen. 



Dylans sing more 
than just vowels 
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BY ERIC HAHN 

A. lS I looked across the desk 
at the Chief, I couldn't believe 
my ears. The Dylans? Come 
now. Who would name a band 
after a man who can only 
pronounce vowels? But it was no 
lie. I was being given the case. I 
was to track down the Dylans. 
The only thing I had to go on was 
a CD case, handed to me by an 
operative on my way out of the 
Chiefs office. Hmmm....Self 
titled. A band named The Dylans 
cranks out an eponymous album. 
It looked like any other jewel 
box. Flat, plastic, clear. Unfortu-
nately, it contained no;CD. The 
cover art consisted of a bunch of 
weirdly-lit fruit on a planetary 
surface. Really kinda psychedelic 
and funky. Great. Just what this 
world needs—another band trying 
to chum out psychedelic funk. Is 
there a new band out there that's 
not trying to take on the psyche-
delic funk market? The thought 
sent me Sprawling. 

Inside, it only looked worse. 
Grainy black and white photos of 
the band just kinda hanging out. 
Just like every other psychedelic 
band photo. So the band hangs 
out, and looks cool. They wear 
second-hand clothes, baggy 
shorts, shaggy hair and really 
thick Buddy Holly glasses except 
for the guy with shaggy hair and 
wire-rimmed glasses. These guys 
were going to suck, or at the very 
least be totally uninterestingly 
boring. 

I was mostly wrong. Mostly 
mostly wrong. But back to the 
story. I couldn't review the album 

. without a CD, so using my keen 
powers of deduction and my 
impeccable motor skills, I turned 
the CD case Over to check the 
record label: Beggar's Banquet 
next to that little dog listening to 
the phonograph. No problem. 
Dashing to the roof I fired up the 
helicopter they'd issued me and 
was soon landing on the roof of 
the RCA building. 

The receptionist was less than 
helpful. 

"Sorry sir, we cannot release 
that CD to the public." I'd had 
enough of this run around already. 

"Alright, release it to this," I 
said, yanking a shotgun out of my 
coat and levelling it at hertiead. 

"No problem," she said, 
suddenly helpful. Mortality 
breeds cooperation. I've learned 
that over the years. With a bright 
shiny new copy of the album 
safely in my pocket and the 
security goons on the way, I 
decided the best thing would be 
to dash back to my helicopter. 

Imagine, if you will, an album 
with a bit of an identity crisis. 
The first track should have been 
on the Beatle's Yellow Submarine 
soundtrack. The second track, 
"Planet Love," like a lot of the 
songs on the album, might have 
been the Lightning Seeds doing a 
duet with R.E.M. 

The third, "I Hope The 
Weather Stays Fine," might have 
been recorded by Seal after seeing 
a Disney movie. Track seven, 
"Particle Ride," is a nifty instru-
mental sounding a little like The 
Ocean Blue. A lot of the songs 
sound like Camper Van 
Beethoven with more major 
chords. You get the idea: These 
fellows have a lot of versatility. 
I'll give them that. They can 
make a whole bunch of different 
sounds pretty well. By and large, 
it's an enjoyable album. The 
instruments are mostly normal 
with a few special effects, strange 
noises, echoes and backwards 
stuff. The drums sound like 
they're played by a real person, 
too, which is a plus. It won't 
grate your nerves, it won't make 
you all mushy and sappy inside 
and it won't make you wear 
black and write fan letters to the 
Cure. You may not even write 
them a fan letter, but you'll 
probably like or at least tolerate 
their music. 

But back to the story. After I'd 
retrieved the CD and turned it in 
to my superiors I went home. I 
stayed up all night asking myself 
the important questions. How did 
it feel to be oqgnay own? Like a 
complete unknown? Like a 
rolling stone? How did it 
feeeeeeeeeeel? 

The List 
FROM PAGE 16 

Teenage Fanclub— 
Bandwagonesque These guys are 
the Next Big Tiling, and yet I love 
them anyway. Badfinger meets 
Dinosaur Jr. . . go figure. (RG) 

This Mortal Coil—Blood 
Stately, graceful, sad, haunting. 
(HK) Finally this 4 AD "band" 
takes on a personality of their 
own—but alas, it's their last 
record. (SN) 

The Verlaines—Ready to Fly 
It's like the soundtrack to a New 
Zealand burlesque show—homs, 
harmonicas, strippers. Like the 
Cure on a massive dose of uppers: 
happy moaning. (RG) 

Wir—The First Letter The 
second, and better, comeback for 
Wir(e)—I would have never 
believed it possible. (SN) 

Neil Young—Arc/Weld Big, 

fat, noisy. Dark, ugly, mean. Buy 
this disc. (RG) 

Honorable Mentions: 
Richard Thompson—Rumor 

and Sigh 
Mary's Danish—Circa 
Robyn Hitchcock and the 

Egyptians—Perspex Island 
The Judybats—Native Son 
Primus—Sailing the Seas of 

Cheese 
Fishbone—The Reality of My 

Surroundings 
Einsturzende Neubauten— 

Strategies Against Architecture II 
Heidi Berry—Love 
Scrawl—Bloodsucker 
Scratch Acid—The Greatest 

Gift 
Sonny Sharrock—Ask the 

Ages 
Velvet Crush—In the Presence 

of Greatness 
U2—Achtung Baby 
Various artists—Texas Funk 

Boys 
FROM PAGE 15 

reason they should be friends, 
except that they have to work 
together. Dixie's relationship 
with her son Danny and her 
competition with Eddie for 
Danny's love set up some honest 
dramatic conflict, but when the 
conflict arises, Rydell cops out. 
When a painful confrontation 
jeopardizes Dixie and Danny's 
relationship, the director cuts the 
scene and jumps 20 years into the 
future. 

In short, For the Boys is a fine 
star vehicle for Bette Midler. 
She's perfectly suited to the part, 

and while her performance won't 
likely win her many new 
converts, it is sure to delight fans 
already enamored of her work. 
The faults in For the Boys lie 
with the director and screen-
writers, and not with either 
Midler or Caan, who capture 
almost perfectly the nuances of 
age in their characters. The 
filmmakers seem to have 
forgotten that they need believ-
able relationships and honest 
dramatic conflict to connect the 
film's disparate time periods. 
That connectedness is what is 
missing from For the Boys, and is 
what keeps it from being a must-
see. 

Caribe Tours 
presents 

SPRING 
Fort Lauderdale / Free Port Bahamas 

6 days, 5 nights, 
all hotel accommodations 
& round trip cruise tickets 

$ 199 per person. 
Call 669-1490 

Hours: 
9 - 6 Monday through Friday 

9 - 1 Saturday 
1 2 - 9 Sunday 

Fully insured through Trans-American 
Insurance Company. Limited availability. 

E 

B 

ANNOUNCING 

THE 
THIRD ANNUAL 

MULTICULTURAL 
STUDENT 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 

Departure: Friday, January 17, 1992 
Returning: Sunday, January 19,1992 

ALL Rice students are welcome to 
participate, but enrollment is limited. 

The agenda includes concurrent activities 
with the Student Activities Leadership 

Retreat, workshops on multicultural issues, 
and planning for "Unity Through Diversity 

Week" 1992. 

Registration forms and information may be 
picked up in the Office of Minority Affairs, 

or by calling 285-5124. 

Hope to see you there! 

Registration forms must be returned by Friday, December 15! 

ci-' 0 

II 
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Center Rob Glaze goes up for the tip in against Sam Houston State Wednesday. 

Owls off to 5-2 start, face Southwest Texas 
by Randy Block 

The Rice basketball team returned 
to Autry Court Wednesday night for 
their home opener against Sam Hous-
ton State. Rice's 78-51 victory gave the 
team a 5-2 record and momentum 
heading into Saturday nighf s game 
with the Southwest Texas State Bob-
cats. 

The Bobcats, 10-17 last season, are 
coming to Rice in the hopes of break-
ing the Owls' impressive eight game 
home winning streak With a new head 
coach and only five players returning 
from last season, Southwest Texas 
State will have its work cut out for it 
against the experienced Rice squad. 
But Rice head coach Scott Thompson 
considers every game to be Tbig," 
saying, "I'm concerned about each of 
these games." 

Forward Torrey Andrews shared 
Thompson's view that the Owls will 
have to play their best against the 
Bobcats. They're an athletic, com-
petitive team; we have to come pre-
pared." 

Rice has clearly been prepared this 
past week and has bolstered its confi-
dence by waltzing past Sam Houston 
and Prairie View A&M by a combined 
63 points. The Sam Houston game 
featured every Rice player and an im-
pressive team shooting performance 
both from the field (51 percent) and 
the free-throw line (78 percent). 

Led by Chase Maag's 14 points in 
17 minutes and Marvin Moore's twelve 

Women's basketball team holds tournament 
Record stands at 4-2 after loss to Oklahoma, wins in tournament play 

by Riva Rahl 

The women's basketball teamfaces 
off against UT-E1 Paso at 6p.m. tonight 
in Autry Court in the first round of the 
Rice/Marriott-Medical Center Clas-
sic The winner will play at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday against the winner of the 
game between Pacific and Lamar. The 
consolation game will be played at 1 

p.m. at Autry Court 
According to head coach Mike 

Dunavant Lamar is the favorite to win 
the tournament "They're a very good 
team and will provide some good 
competition. Both Pacific and El Paso 
are good teams, too; this will be a 
great tournament" Lamar slid from 
14th to 25th in the latest poll due to 
their 1-2 record. However, in the-past, 
it has been a strong team with a win-

Willy's Winners 
Special Holiday Bowl Edition 

by Tom Harris 
Orange Bond 
#1 Miami vs. #11 Nebraska 

If you are a Husker fan and you happen to be in the South Florida area, 
go to the beach! Simply put this game is gonna be ugly in a big way. 'Canes 
34-10. 

#2 Washington vs. #4 Michigan 
Finally, an important game Rose Bowl If the Wolverines can keep their 

attention off of Disneyland and SeaWorkl, they should be strong enough 
to overpower the Huskies. The Maize and Blue 17-14. 

Sugar Bowl 
#3 Florida vs. #18 Notre Dame 

This match-up is just notright! $3.5 million can buy alotofpresents but 
it wont take away the humiliation which the Irish will suffer in this game. 
The Gators first visit to New Orleans is a sweet one as they dominate 38-
21. 

Cotton Bowl 
#5 Florida St vs. #9 Texas A&M 

The Seminoles are unbeatable outside of the state of Florida Despite 
a tough showing by the Aggies, FSU prevails 21-17. 

Fiesta Bowl 
#6 Penn St vs. #10 Tennessee 

What did Tempe do to deserve having to suffer Volunteer Orange and 
Tennessee Tacky over the holidays? It's one scary sight After January 1, 
however, this Tennessee terror will finally be over. By the way, Paterno 
outcoaches Johnny Majors to give the Nittany lions a 24-17 victory. 

Citrus Bowl 
#13 Clem son vs. #15 California 

Bet the mortgage, bet the baby, even put Grandma down on this one. 
Picking Clemson in a bowl game is like money in the bank Clemson 28-
13. 

Poulan/Weedeater® Independence Bowl 
Georgia vs. Arkansas 

Dontyou love the name of this game? I wonder if the teams are decided 
by wh'ose fans buy the most Weedeaters during the year. I just hope the 
Southeastern Conference doesnt soon become the Poulan/Weedeater® 
SEC. In case you care, the Bulldogs prevail 17-10. 

ning tradition. 
Junior forward Yolanda Stiner said, 

"This tournament will be very impor-
tant for us to see where we're at before 
the holidays so we know what we 
need to work on." 

The Owls, 4-2, played Tuesday 
night in Oklahoma, falling to the Lady 
Sooners,82-69. The Lady Sooners had 
received some votes in the Associated 
Press Poll for the Top 25 teams, and 
Dunavant felt that if Rice had beat 
Oklahoma, they could have received 
some votes in the next week's AP poll. 
Stiner scored a team-high 16 points 
and Andrea Prater added another 15 
in the loss. 

Over the Thanksgiving break, the 
team traveled to Nebraska to partici-
pate in the Nebraska Wimmer's Invi-
tational Rice was led by Stiner and 
Prater, who each scored 20 points in 
the 87-78 victory over Oral Roberts. 

In the championship game, Rice 
lost to host Nebraska, 85458. Prater 
posted a team-high 15 points in the 
game. On November 26, Rice hosted 
Southwest Texas State. After winning 
64-52, Dunavant commented, "They 
were a good team; Southwest Texas 
played better than they have in past 
years." 

The Owls won the Rice-Marriott 
Holiday Classic on November 23 and 
24. In the first game, Rice beat the 
University of South Alabama 75-69. 
6'5" freshman center Nicki Manzo 
came off the bench to score 20 points 
in her first college game, the most of 
all players in that game. 

Dunavant said, "Nicki has a lot to 
learn ab&itthe college game, and she 
is still able to contribute a lot This is a 
learning experience for her. If you 
take her numbers and combine them 
with Jen Judy who starts center, they 
average, as a center, around 10 re-
bounds and 20 points per game. Those 
are great numbers!" 

Manzo has already blocked nine 
shots in just five games, nearly two 
blocks per game. In addition, she has 
the team's highest field goal percent-
age, at .606 on 20-for-33 shooting. 

lin the championship game against 
Sam Houston State, Rice prevailed 77-
62, with sophomore guard Marsha 
Frese scoring a team-high 17 points. 

"Right now, we're very healthy. 
This is our third year together and I 
dont see any indication that we're 
unsound Let's hope it stays that way," 
Dunavant said. 

points and only one missed shot the 
crowd of2300was treated to a domi-
nating Owls' victory, a rarity in past 
years. 

Thompson saw such domination 
as an important sign that the program 
is progressing. "We need to prove 
some things against a lot of teams. 
We've not done well in past years in 
these games. The teams we've been 
favored againsthave always been close 
games." The Owls, with the Sam 
Houston win and their96-60drubbing 
of FVairieView last Monday, appear to 
be able to take apart the less presti-
gious programs they are facing. 

Cento- Brent Scott, who collected 
27 points and 19 rebounds in the past 
two games, agrees that the Rice team 
is playing not only to win, but win big. 

"We're taking a different approach to 
these types of games. In past years, 
weVe struggled in these games. But 
we want to send out a message that 
Rice isforreaL Wewantto take careof 
business and get the job done." 

Rice has garnered respect so far 
this season by playing some fierce 
competition. At the Stanford/Apple 
Invitational, the Owls came away with 
second place after losing to Stanford, 
the tournament host 

Later in the week at the Maui Invi-
tational, Rice beat nationally-ranked 
Arizona State on ESPN; the next night 
they fell to the tournament champs, 
Michigan State, but beat Chaminade 
to earn third place in a tournament 
Thompson regarded as the best of the 
season. 

SPORTS 
Rice golfers host Columbia 
Lakes Invitational 
by Terzah Ewing 

When asked about his goals for 
the Wee men's golf team this year, 
head coach Jim Castaneda smiled a 
rather pensive grin and rubbed his 
chin. The team, coming off an incred-
ible season which included a trip to 
the NCAA. Golf Championships, began 
this year a bit uncertain of its abilities. 

"Our goal, of course, is to be picked 
to go to the NCAA Regional tourna-
ment and go to the championships 
again. It's a lofty goal, considering 
only thirty teams nationally get 
picked," said Castaneda. 

Now, at the end of the fall season, 
the goal seems attainable. 

The team has placed well in all of 
its tournaments, capping themoffwith 
a second place finish in lastweekend's 
Rice University/Columbia Lakes In-
vitational. 

The Owls also boasted the indi-
vidual medalist Senior James Hanse 
had the overall low score with a three-
day total of 216, an even par. Junior 
Chris Brauner tied for sixth with a 223 
while junior Jeff Makohon shot a 227 
for fourteenth place. 

The team hiss participated in four 
other tournaments this fall and placed 
well in all of them At the Woodlands 
IntercollegiateTPAin September, they 
placed fifth; Makohon took the medal 
with a twoday total of 145. 

The first weekend in October the 
team traveled to Colorado for the Fal-
con Invitational where they once again 

placed fifth as a team. Makohon led 
the Owls, taking sixth place. 

The next week the team took fourth 
at the Stanford Cardinal Invitational; 
Makohon placed third and Patrick 
Johansson, a junior transfer, placed 
seventh overalL 

In the fourth tournament, the 
Harvey Penick Intercollegiate in No-
vember, Rice placed eighth; Hanse 
led the Owls by tying for 14th place. 

Castaneda is quietly proud of his 
team's accomplishments this year. "If s 
actually turning out to be a lot more 
successful than we had any right To 
expect" he commented. 

The team is currently ranked sev-
enth in the Southwest Conference, 
though Castaneda expects that to im-
prove after their finish last weekend. 
And the spring season lies ahead. The 
Owls will participate in seven tourna-
ments before the Regional Champi-
onships in May. 

In the meantime, Castaneda has 
another goalforthe team, a goal which 
takes on great significance in light of 
the fact that Rice boasted three of last 
years 29 Golf Coaches Association of 
America Division I Academic Ail-
Americans. 

Makohon, as well as last year's 
seniors Alan Rosen and Blake John-
son, received this honor last June. 

"I hope we can continue to com-
pete as a team of true scholar-athletes. 
In the past eight years, weVe had 
eight Academic Ail-Americans. We're 
very, very proud of that," Castaneda 
said. 

A letter from Coach Thompson... 
Dear Students of Rice University, 

Congratulations on making it to national television. Athalftime 
during the ESPN game between Indiana and UCLA, Rice's Mid-
night Madness was chosen as the best in the nation! 

We are trying to coax ESPN's famous announcer, Dick Vitale, to 
come to the "Jungle Gym" for our nationally televised game with 
Texas on March 5. We need your help to do this by writing two 
letters — one to Dick and the other to Tom Odjakjian, the ESPN 
program manager. Hundreds of "original" letters pouring in from 
Rice students would be too much for Dick to resist making this one 
of his stops to see the "Headhunters." The address is below. 

DickVitaie 
ESPN 
ESPN Plaza 
Bristol, CT. 06010 

Tom Odjakjian 
ESPN 
ESPN Plaza , 
Bristol, CT. 06010 

Sincerely, 

Scott Thompson 
Head Basketball Coach 
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Hollas learning, playing in NFL 
by Lynatme Foster 

When roost students graduate from Rice, they shed 
their shorts and T-shirts in favor of work clothes. So did 
former Rice quarterback Donald Hollas, only instead of 
a suit and tie he wears a football uniform. The Cincin-
nati Bengals selected Hollas in the fourth round of the 
NFL draft last spring and so the Rice graduate began 
his professional football career. 

With starting quarterback Boomer Esiason ques-
tionable due to injuries, Hollas prepares every week 
like he's the starter. He did get his first NFL start 
against the Los Angeles Raiders on November 25, 
completing 17 of 31 passes for 141 yards and carrying 
the ball 7 times for 37 yards. He also threw a 24-yard 
touchdown pass, his first pro TD, to Reggie Rembert 

The previous week, he played in the fourth quarter 
after Esiason was injured against the Philadelphia 
Eagles. Hewas7forl0for67yardsand no touchdowns 
or interceptions, and scrambled for 21 yards on two 
carries. 

When the rookie from Rosenberg, Texas made his 
debut in Houston against the Oilers, Bengals coach 
Sam Wyche told the Houston Chronicle, "Forhisfirst 
time ever in the heat of a regulation game, he did a 
superb job. I cant compliment him enough." 

Hollas entered the game at quarterback in the 
fourth quarter, replacing Erik WUhelm. Afterwards, 
the media asked Wyche who would start in place of 
Esiason, and the coach told the Chronicle, "That's the 
one area left that we haven"t explored, I guess. I don't 
know, both Hollas and Wilhelm played really well" It 
turned out Hollas made a better impression. 

Hollas started the game on the punt team, which 
saw plenty of action that Sunday against the Oilers. His 
first NFL pass was also his first completion. He com-

pleted 3 of 9 passes for 40 yards. 
"I got drafted into a good situation where 1 can just 

sit bade and learn," said Hollas. That involves taking 
"lots of notes" on the complicated Cincinnati system 
and getting up at 7 a.m. to go over them. 

Cincinnati fans are also very supportive, and the 
Bengals play for big, often sellout crowds every week 
despite their 2-11 record. "We've been in all our games, 
but we're beating ourselves," laments Hollas, "I think 
it's just bad luck. WeVe had a nightmare of a year." 

"You're fighting for your livelihood," Hollas says, 
"Ifs business up here." Although he couid not disclose 
how much that livelihood is, it is substantial. The 
Bengals do not offer incentives, but his base salary is 
higher than the average rookie's. His comment was, 
"Ifs pretty good for a 23-year-old." 

Although he has a three year contract, Hollas knows 
that football does not last forever. However, right now 
he is focusing all his attention on what he is doing 
rather than trying to attend graduate school in the off 
season. Grad school will probably be his course after 
his football career. 

Quarterbacks can play a little longer in the NFL 
than most other players, he acknowledges. He is hav-
mgagood time and trying to stay healthywhile studying 
under "the epitome of a pro," Boomer Esiason. Hollas 
is "learning under one of the best" and is picking up the 
offense from someone who "totality understands it and 
is a positive rote modeL" 

Hollas credits Rice offensive coordinator Mike 
Heimerdinger for preparing him well: "Dinger helped 
me out tons." 

He also remembers head coach Fred Goldsmith 
telling him to focus: The only way to be successful is 
to concentrate on the things youVe done all week. 
Break it down to the drill and keep it between the lines." 

Heexplained,"lfeellikealittlekkL Thisisadream." 

BOARD 
MEN'S COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL W L 
Brown 4 0 
Sid Richardson 4 2 
Lavett 2 2 
Wiess 2 2 
Will Rice 2 2 
Hanszen 1 2 
Baker 1 2 
GSA 0 2 
Jones 0 2 
Ctuaaptonshlp Game 
Brown d. Sid Rich 66 (3-1 penetrations) 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 
Monday League W L 
Sid Vicious 5 0 
Benedict Wilson 4 1 
B2 3 2 
Net Hackers 2 3 
Dowh 1 4 
And the Blackbird 0 5 
Tuesday League W L 
Old Ones 5 0 
Still Ain't Seeing No Part 4 1 
Wild Thing 3 2 
Boys From Brown 1 4 
American Gladiators 1 4 
Da Bulls 1 4 
Wednesday League W L 
Dribble 5 0 
Vocally Pimpin' 4 1 
Blitzkrieg 3 2 
Amazing Amoebas 2 3 
Cryobankers 1 4 
Team Suckin' Wiess 0 5 
Thursday League #1 w L 
Shoot it in die Hole 4 0 
Koladso 3 1 
Groundsloths 1 3 
Slam Drunks 1 3 
Impotent 1 3 
Thursday League #2 W L 
The Team to Beat 
Shit Aint Like That 
The Rainmen 
Buster Hymen at your Cervix 
Hoopeters 

4 
2 
2 
2 
0 

0 
2 
2 
2 
4 

Friday League W L 
The Kitchen Boys 4 0 
Homey Don't Play Dat 3 1 

fi. 

HEALTHY MALES WANTED AS SEMEN DONORS: 

Fairfax Cryobank needs healthy young men as semen donors: 
Excellent compensation; Help Infertile Couples; Confidentiality 
Ensured; Ages 18 to 35; located in the Texas Medical Center. 

Call Fairfax Cryobank at 799-9937 

FAIRFAX CRYOBANK 
A division of 

THE GENETICS <& I.V.F. INSTITUTE 

Mason Bricklayers 2 2 Tiny Bubbles 3 1 
Get in die Ring 1 3 Brazilian National Team 2 2 
Aural Retribution 0 4 Herman Brownies 

Window Pane 
1 
0 

3 
4 

MEN'S SOCCER Saturday League 
Kevin's Slaves 

w L 
Tuesday League w L 

Saturday League 
Kevin's Slaves 4 0 

Shoot it in the Box 4 0 Yurts 3 1 
Fog 3 1 Jones Idman YurdD 2 2 
Maximum Penetration 2 2 The Grad House 1 3 
Geo Club 1 3 Eddy Viscosity 0 4 
Fullerene Dream 0 4 
Wednesday League W L WOMEN'S COLLEGE 
Road KOI 4 0 VOLLEYBALL w L 
Calzones 3 1 Hanszen 4 0 
The Pussyboys 2 2 Wiess 3 2 
Oh L'Amour 1 3 Lavett 4 2 
The Arm Twisters 0 4 Brown 2 2 
Friday League #1 W L Sid Richardson 1 2 
Mo' Bettah 4 0 Will Rice 1 2 
FCVBraun 3 1 Baker 1 2 
Fuzzy Navels 2 2 Jones 0 2 
Der Uff da le Magnifico 1 3 GSA 0 2 
Your Mother 0 4 Championship Game 
Friday League #2 W L Hanszen d. Wiess 16-14,15-2 
Momma Said Knock You Out 4 0 

Intramural Announcements 
1. Final Ploy Results Deadline for Women's Basketball Singles 
and Men's Table Tennis Doubles is Friday, Dec. 6. • 

& 

2. Forfeit fees are available for 
• Men's Football 
• Co-ed Basketball 
• Women's Volleyball 
• Men's Soccer 
• Men's Basketball 
Call Lisa at285-5398 to pick up your fee. 

3. Rice University Winter Holiday Camp (for children ages 6-
12) will be on Dec. 23,26-27,30, and Jan. 2-3. A wide variety of 
sports, games, and a gift-making session. For more information 
call Lisa 285-5398. 

Freshness, quality & great taste on one plate 

Open every day 
6811 Kirby at Holcombe 
Houston, TX 77030 
(713) 666-4047 

Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm 
Fri.. 11 am - 10 pm 
Sat. 12 pm - 10 •pm 
Sun. 12 pm - 9 pm 

CHRISTMAS MIGHT AT THE 
COFFEEHOUSE 

CELEBRATING OUR FIRST A N N I V E R S A R Y 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9,10:00PM 

FEATUPIMG THE P I C E MIGHT O W L S 

Houston's Coolest Daiquiri Bar 

WEDNESDAY 

"Sex on X Night" $2.25 Sex on X 
"Greek Night" 1.50 Beer 2.25 

Drinks 1.00 Beer on Tap 
For all Sorority & FraL Members 

THURSDAY 
Rice Nite $2.25 Drinks 
1.50 Bottle Long Necks 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

Shot Specials - $1.75 Shots 
Jaegermeister, Cuervo Gold Tequila, 

Schnapps, Rupelminze 

5575 Richmond 
(At Chimney Rock) 

784-1709 

Private Parties Also 
Available! 

A magic ian ' s spell , the innocence of 
young love, a n d a d r e a m of revenge un i te 

to c rea te a t empes t . 

" S T U N N I N G ! 
( ar \n James. I he New W k limes 

"A PHANTASMAGORIA! 

55 

J o h n Ciielgud is i n c o m p a r a b l e ! 
I w o u l d n ' t w a n t to miss it!" 

Ainccnt ( j n h \ . I h e N c w l u r k l i n ks 

"A LANDMARK! 
CONSISTENTLY ORIGINAL! 

Peter G r e e n a w a y f l o o d s the screen wi th erot ic 
pageantry , c i n e m a t i c bravura a n d m o r e nudi ty 

per reel than any f i lm in m e m o r y . " 
-Bruce Wi l l i jmsun, Plavhm 

Landmark, River Oaks 

"DAZZLING! 
John Gielgud is astounding!" 

-Peter Travers, Roll ing Stone 

"VISUALLY 
BEAUTIFUL! 

John (liclgud gives a 
magisterial performance!" 
>hn Anderson. New York Newsdav 

"MAGNIFICENT! 
eas es you goggling in 

ania/ement!" 
( i raham duller. Interview 
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THE 

HOLIDAY 

CALENDAH 
—your girlfriend, Jill 

Friday, • Last day of classes. 
December 6 • Ail College TG. 

• Women's Basketball, Rice/Marriott Med Center Classic. 
• Lovett Grand Cotillion. 
• Wiess College Night. 
• Brown party. 

Saturday, • Men's Basketball vs. Southwest Texas, 7:35 p.m. 
December 7 • Go Rob & Torreyl 

Monday, • Christmas Night atthe Coffeehouse, 10 p.m. 'tilctosing (It's the 
December 9 first anniversary—take a study break) 

Tuesday, • Messiah Sing Along, 8 p.m., Stude Concert Hall, APB Hall. 
December 10 • Heidi takes her first final of the semester. Pray. 

Drown your sorrows—take underwater 
basketweaving next semester misclass 
the Rice Computer Store: "Asxnot what your country can do for Pirated Letterman Top Ten Coir At the Rice Computer Store: 

"I want a big disk and a hard drive, 

Dr. Stokes in HUMA101: 
"Some men have more and some 
men have longer and some men have 
more and longer..." 

[ not what your country can do for 
you—demand it!" 
A lesson from the Aidants Family? 

On God: 
Believe, Conceive, 
Grieve, Thieve, Leave. 
—Eve. 
On Satan: 
Madam had *im! 
—Adam. 

"I believe IVe become a fixture of 
Rice life. Fully halfthe Misclass in the 
last issue of the Thresher was gener-
ated in my living room. I guess I've 
arrived." 

Wiess female frosh at the Pub: 
"I don't know about these nice guys. 
I'm used to being whipped." 

Top 
mercial Casket Models: 
10. The Dirt-Master. 
9. Tupper-Tomb. 
8. Krazy-Kasket from Whammo. 
7. The Slim Reaper. 
6. The 19th hole. 
5. McCoffin Styrofoam Casket 
4. The Comfort-King Velvetliner, 
3. Cap'n Crypt 
2. The Cardboard Warrior. 
1. The La-Z-Boy Eterna-Lounger. 

SNC joke of the week: 
Angry wimp: "Go to heck!" 
Observer: "That's for people who 
don't believe in gosh." 

On atonal music 
"It sounds like a cat having an epilep-
tic seizure on a piano." 

'X : oa V understand 
\ £i/£A'V YEfjfi fir rms 
• THESE THiNGS STriR-
\ APPEARING .. 

/ ! § § I 

FrfrllllflR 

(CouLb IT BE "THAT flrriR 
VEfiR Of TRAPPING US, POISOMIN6 

| US. ftND CAASf.VS US WITH 
lilILD ANIMALS ~TH* 

I 8i PEDALS SUDDBNL 
\ UJE RE CUTE 

&EMEAMING. 
DON T EVEN TXY 

TO UMVERSTAHV 

THESE PMAN 

FESTIVALS. 

COULD 

UUORSE 

MEMX 

PHYS 201 substitute prof: 
"YouVe probably all heard the ex-
pression that magicians do it with 
mirrors. Well, I have a demonstration 
after class that I want you all to see." 

Note: thousands of activists signed 
petitions, etc. to keep the $2 Bellaire 
Theater open so PATRONIZE it! 

Don't you hate it when people spell 
foetus like this? 

He who hesitates is waiting for a 
parking space. 
In F lot, no doubt. 

Top 10 ways to knowyou're aTexan: 
lO.Your belt buckle weighs more than 
two pounds. 
9. Your house doesn't have curtains 
but your truck does. 
8. You actually do prefer a Texas 
Homestyle burger. 
7. You consider family reunions prime 
places for meeting MPS's. 
6. The Ford/Chevy debate matters. 
5. Your average mpg is below 10. 
4. The Redman Tobacco Co. sends 
you Christmas cards & free samples. 
3. Anyone in your family has shown 
up for a wedding in a tube top. 
2. You actually entertained the notion 
of electing Clayton Williams. 
Corollary: You elected Ann Richards. 
1. Someone cards you and you whip 
out your belt buckle. 

Happy finals and merry Chanukah classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

WANTED—JUGGLER OR MAGICIAN 
(or other entertainment) able to enter-
tain 6-year-olds at Dec. 14 birthday 
party-Wless House-Marilyn Pharr— 
527-6025. 

FORBES magazine seeks part-time derk 
for editorial bureau in downtown Hous-
ton. MWF afternoons starting in early 
January. $6/hour. Possibility of near 
ftill-time work during summer 92. Pre-
fer (tophomores or juniors. Send resume 
or letter listing background by December 
10 to Madeleine Le, Forbes Magazine, 
Two Shell Plaza, suite 2325, Houston, 
77002, or by fax to 228-3698. 

PART-TIME receptionist or typist for 
psychologists' office near campus. Must 
know WordPerfect Flexible hours for 
student. Write to Dr. Lindsay Rosin, 
3730Hiby Suite 825, Houston, 77098. 

FOR SALE/RENT 
GARAGE APARTMENT AVAILABLE 
January 1—free rent and utilities in 
exchange for babysitting—River Oaks 
area—excellent condition—owners are 
Rice graduates—references required. 
523-6660. 

EXPERIENCED TUTORS wanted, $10-
$15 per hour in computer science, 
I.atin, math through calculus, chemis-
try, biology, physics, and other foreign 
languages. Call 995-6500 for an appli-
cation. 

FDR SALE: 72 Volkawagen Beetle. Re-
built engine, new tires, rough exterior, 
new interior. Only $800. Call630-8400 
for info. 

FLY TO CHICAGO or Lnsing, MI for 
cheap: $199 Round Trip ticket (Ameri-
can airlines), Houston to Lansing, 
Michigan (through Chicago). Leaves 
December 14, returns December 31. 
Call 293-2282 or665-0047 for details 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CAUCASIAN COUPLE PRAYS for the 
music of a newborn's cry. Let us help 
each other. YouH know your baby will 
be loved and cared for and well became 
complete family. Please call Carl & 
Dene collect after 6:30 p.m. 215-724-
6624. 

CASH FOR YOUR USED 501 LEVIS 
button fly. Up to $ 5 pair. 6909Ashcroft, 
suite 106 (off Hill croft and Bellaire). 
Mon-Fri. 1-5. call 981-5208. 

FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES, campus 
organizations, highly motivated indi-
viduals-travel FREE plus earn up to 
$3000* selling SPRING BREAK trips to 
Cancun * South Padre Island * Baha-
mas/Cruise *Acapulco: 1 -800-258-
9191. 

2 BEDROOM-2 BATH condo for rent, 
near Rice Uni. and Medical Center (3-4 
mfles). With security, covered parking, 
washer/dryer, pool, and tennis court, 
$500/month + elect. CailC. C. Chang at 
565-1580. 

MI AM" Ascended Master Instruction 
Free weekly 30 minute 

telephone broadcasts 590-7231. 

EARN $2000 + free spring break trips! 
North America's #1 Student Tour Op-
erator seeking motivated students, orga-
nizations, fraternities and sororities as 
campus representatives promoting 
Cancun, Bahamas, Daytona and Panama 
City! Can 1 (800) 724-1555! 

Study Abroad in Freiburg, Germany 
misclass: 
Overheard in Wasserstrasse 4: 
"Oh shoot! I forgot my banana peel!" 
A German guy, trying to say that he 
is a viper. 
"I am ze Wiper!" 
BRD political science teacher 
"Man kann nicht von Baumwolle 
allein leben." 
(One cannot live from cotton alone.) 
Written on a table in Freiburg: 
"Mit Alkohol hab' ich kein Problem, 
aber ohne!" 
While planning a trip to Prague: 
"As long as I'm horizontal, I'm fine!" 

"A stitch in time saves nine, but safety 
pins will save your ass." 

PART-TIME PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
needed. Light bookkeeping, typing and 
errands. Financial Majors preferred but 
not necessary. If interested contact: 
Kimberiy GremiMon at Gremillion & 
Co. Fine Art, 522-2701; M-F; 9-5 for 
an appointment. 

HOUSEMATE TO SHARE 2-bedroom, 
1 -bath; kitchen, washer/dryer; dog in-
cluded in package. Near Texas Art off 
Montrose. $275 per month plus utili-
ties. Female preferred. 5 2 8 6 2 8 4 or 
(903) 753-5060. 

Ho Ho Ho and a bottle of 
rum notes & notices 

DEADLINE for returt^ng 1992 Leader-
ship Retreat forms is Friday, Dec. 6 at 
the Office of Student Activities at the 
RMC Cloisters. The Retreat will be Janu-
ary 17-19 next semester, and is open to 
all interested underciaasmen. 

ANYONE INTERESTED in starting a 
Rice chapter of the National Republican 
College Coalition for Choice (RCCC) call 
Kim ABwood at 795-4619. 

BAKER COLLEGE is semi-chin* for a 
Resident Associate. Any interested fac-
ulty members please call Eric NorveD at 
630-8044. 

February 
LSAT? 

New Location! 
Starting in 1992, courses will 

be held at the Holiday Inn, 
6701 S.Main @ Holcombe. 

Walking distance from campus! 
Free garage parking! 

Same great results. 
Even better location. 

Classes start Jan.11th 
688-5500 

DONATIONS to the Donald Levin Me 
mortal Fund should be made to Friends 
ofFondren .Cards maybe sent to Dr. and 
Mis. Amy Baum, 22343 Delia C t 
Woodland Hills, Ca 91364. 

LOST: green cotton Jacket w/ black 
stitching on shoulders. Black lining. 2 
outside, 1 breast, 1 inside pocket. Tag 
says Made in China. Great sentimental 
value. Call David Lewis at 667-8540 or 
WRC secretary at X6061. REWARD. 

ADVENT FESTIVAL OF LESSONS and 
carols at Autry House this Sunday at 5 
p.m. Reception following; all welcome. 

PRINCETON 
REVIEW 

We Score More' 

South Blvd. 
Bicycles 

(West University Area) 

Christmas Special! 
Bicycle Tune Up 

$15.95 Reg. $24.95 
Includes: Clean chain cluster, 
adjust brakes and gears, true 

wheels, adjust hubs, crank and 
headsets, and re-oll bike. 

25<Yo Off 
new bikes for all 

students with ID cards 

20% off repairs and 
partsl 

2419-C South Blvd. 
526-6196 

C o m e ( C c I l i e W o r l d * l . a i v , e * i C n ; o l P o p * . 

POP'S POPCORN 
2 o b A k ^ i c c b l v d . 

( A c r o s s f r o m 1 0 i c e M a r k e t ) 

" 5 2 4 ° " 0 0 

COLLEGE STUDENT SPECIAL: 
10% OIT AND NO TAX ON ALL 1TKM0. 

W/COLLLCL ID 

* h i p , i n v T h e r e i n c u t i n c u t j | I . i S . l o i C _ \ ° 

A C o c o m i n g i n J a n u a r v : 

NATURALLY N'AWI.INS 
' 2 4 - 1 l o u u C a j i i n C a f e C ( " i l l ( S h o p 

N o l ' " o o c l o u P r i n k * O v o u C I 

N o w t a k i n e a p p l i c a t i o n . * 

o r C l i r i . * l i n a * I V o a k a n d . s p r i n p , * o i n o * l c 


