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Campus callers contact congressmen
by Kraettli Epperson
Efforts by Rice For Choice and
other groups nationwide November
15 failed to sway the U.S. House of
Representatives vote which would
have overriden President Bush's veto
of the House Resolution 2707, the
Labor/H HS Appropriations BilL This
bill would overturn current restrictions placed on federally funded clinics from discussing abortion with clients. The veto override attempt
Tuesday fell 12 votes short at 276 for
and 156 against
Rice for Choice, in cooperation
with Planned Parenthood of Houston
and South EastTexas, set up a cellular
phone opposite Fondren library last
Friday and encouraged students to
call their representatives to express
opinions in favor of overriding the
veto.
Planned Parenthood of Texas paid
for the calls.
Vice-president of Rice for Choice
Dorianne Allen organized the event
Rice students called representatives
from a wide number of states during
the pro-choice campaign. Students
made 64 calls during the six hour
campaign.
"People were confused aboutwhat
we were. Then they came over, asked
us what was going on, and said 'Prochoice. Oh cool,- said Allen. "To tell
the truth. I was surprised. Rice is
supposed to be apathetic. The word

'free' helped. 'Free' helps break the
apathy."
Hanszen senior, Kathy Oaks, who
helped manage the calls, commented
on the turnout "It was so successful
that the battery in the cellular phone
went out half an hour before we
quit...We'd have had more calls if
we'd had another phone. People
didn't want to wait Each call took
about a minute," said Oaks
Susan Nenny, an organizer from
Planned Parenthood, said, "Students
have to involve themselves. The tried
and true methods of influencing their
representatives are still personal letters, telephone calls and personal
contributions. This is what they have
to do. There's nothing more powerful than those personal stories. Part
of the political process is being
involved financially, contributing to
your representative. This is something that women have not yet
learned. That's power. Contributions
not from organizations, but on the
individual level." She further suggested that projects like these help
to involve people who would not
normally get involved.
T h e failure of the override veto
means that the Gag rule goes into
effect" said Nenny. The failure has
broader implications as well, proposed Nenny, who said,"This sets a
precedent Lf an entity gets federal
money, then the government gets to
buy the message. It has the ability to
censor speech."

Mastering safety with Rice professors.

Sid Richardson Master Gordon Wittenbeig drives the escort cart as
part of Safety Week. Professors and administrators volunteered with
the escort service this week to encourage safety awareness.

Despite the result of the phone
campaign, organizer Allen was satisfied with the tally, if not the outcome,
because two congressmen changed
their minds in favor of the bill. The
Senate had already voted the twothirds majority necessary to override
the veto in their original vote several
months ago, but will not hold a second vote since the override attempt
failed in the House.
The two changes in votes were
not significant, according to Leslie
Raneri, president of the Rice Pro Life
Movement "The most important
thing is that they didnt get the twothirds majority. It was a victory for
us," she said.
The next step
Another phone campaign may be
upcoming according to Allen, especially since the two extra votes indicated that the calling might be effective. "It's likely. The Chafee bill is
SEE ABORTION, PAGE 9

Harassment policy revisions revealed
Analysis by Shaila Dewan
The Affirmative Action Committee decided last Friday to send proposed revisions of the sexual harassment policy to the Student Association, the Graduate Student Association, and the Faculty Council
for input said committee chair Richard Grandy. The draft is double
the length of the current policy, last
revised in 1989.
Last week, the Thresher reported
that the Offfice of Equal Employment
Opportunity Programs, which drafted
the revisions, had not planned any
formal request for student input in
the revision process. The draft was
sent to several administrators, including President George Rupp, Vice
President of Student Affairs Ronald
Stebbings, Vice President for Finance
and Administration Dean Currie, legal counsel Shirley Redwine and
Provost Neal Lane.
EEOP Co-Director Paula Cox refused to release a copy of the
unapproved revisions.
However, she submitted the draft
to the AAC, which met Friday for the
first time this year. The committee,
which counts Cox as an ex officio
member, in turn decided to release
copies of the draft 2nd solicit input
from all members of the university
community. "I dont think anyone
was opposed to it," said Grandy.
Last week, it appeared that there
was a considerable amount of confusion about the bureaucratic route the

Committee names new CK director
by Kristen Copeland
Marion Hicks announced Dale
Leapherwood new director of Food
and Housing, replacing Bill Boroom.
The final selection marks an end
to several months ofwork performed
by a selection committee composed
of Marion Hicks, members of the
Residential College Manegement
Advisory Committee (RACMAC),
and three student representatives.
Those student representatives were
Merritt McRenolds, executive vicepresident of the SA, Jenne Montgomery, president of the SA's food
committee, and Nichole Britton, food
representative of Hanszen College.
Although Boorom anounced his

resignation on July 8, meetings of
this selection committee did not begin
until September 10 to allow for
student input according to Hicks.
"We wanted the students to be
involved," he said.
However, long before any names
were referred to this committee,
Marion Hicks had alredy spent numerous hours reviewing resumes and
interviewing possible candidates.
Hicks stated that he received 82 resumes, and selected 20 for an interview. Hicks deferred ten candidates
to the official selection committee,
which included students and administrators.
This committee then held hourlong interviews with each candidate
and chose three final candidates to

Students call their representatives in an effort to override the abortion veto

be interviewed by Hicks, his financial administrator Dean Currie, and
management staff. The selction committee and Hicks made the final decision.
Hanszen senior Nichole Britton,
a student member of the selection
committee, commented on the
thoroughness of the selection
process, and the chance for student
input Having worked several years
as food representative, she had been
in close contact with Boorom and
had developed an appreciation for
his dedication to close contact with
the students. "Mr. Boorom always
had students' interests at heart, so I
wanted as a replacement someone
who I thought would be very recep
SEE LEAPHERWOOD, PAGE 9

policy would take before final approval by the president. In order to
become official policy, the revisions
only have to be approved by the
president. The AAC itself does not
necessarily have to review the policy.
Part of last week's confusion was
duetothefactthat EEOP Co-Director
Deborah Nelson suffered a heart attack earlier this month. Cox, who
referred all questions this week to
Grandy, may not have wished to release the document without consulting Nelson.
A memo from Cox and Grandy
indicated that copies of the policy are
available at the Office of EEOP,
Hermann Brown 103, the Provost's
Office, the Office of Student Affairs
and the Personnel Office. Copies
were distributed to SA Senate members as well at the meeting November 18.
SA President Mitra Miller said
the SA will discuss the draft at the
December 2 SA meeting at Sid
Richardson and will give its recommendations to the committee. "I don't
expect it to be controversial," Miller
said.
Grandy said the committee would
review the policy Monday but would
probably wait until after Christmas
to make a recommendation.
The changes
Overall, the draft contains major
improvements over the old policy.
The wording is more specific and
clear throughout, clarifiying a few
ambiguities. For instance, where the
current policy states disciplinary actions "may range from a warning to a
dismissal depending on the circumstances," while the revised version
reads "disciplinary action which may
include, but is not limited to, oral or
written warning, demotion, transfer,
suspension or dismissal."
The new policy contains a list of
"examples of prohibited behavior."
Sueh lists educate people who may
not realize certain types of behavior
may be considered harassment.
However, lists are often dangerous
because they fail to leave room for
interpretation. For instance, an obscene gesture may not always be
intended or received as harassment.
The draft manages to sidestep this
problem, however, by using appropriately hesitant wording: "the kinds
of conduct thatmayconstitute sexual
harassment include..." (emphasis
added).
There are three substantial addi-

tions in the revisions. The first is the
"third party" clause, which allows a
person not directly victimized to file
a claim. For example, a student who
feels his or her working enviro nme n t
is affected by a professor's harassing
another student may file a charge.
The second is the "responsibility"
clause, which says, "Individuals who
are aware of or have experienced an
incident of sexual harassment should
promptly report the matter..."
The third, implied in the current
policy, is the "non-reprisal" clause,
which protects people who report
incidents from backlash.
Missingfromthe policy is aclause
which says people charged under
Rice's policy may also be charged
under thelaw. However, this "double
jeopardy" still exists even if Rice does
not state it in its policy.
The policy still allows for both
formal and informal complaints, and
provides a more in-depth explana
tion of each.
Whereas the current policy requires the appointment of a panel to
carry out all formal inquiries, the
revised version would allow either
the EEO P director or, in the case of a
student defendant, the dean of students to have original jurisdiction.
However, either the complaintant or
the respondent may request a panel.
The abstract issue
Last year, professors and students
called for the administration to release abstracts—nameless reports
detailing the charge, deliberation,
and disciplinary action taken—when
the procedure for formal inquiry is
used. While it is not likely that any
SEE REVISIONS, PAGE 8
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Rupp speaks on
political correctness—
can it be taught?
See page 10
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Football misses chance
at winning season with
loss to U of Houston
See page 15
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Press warps Honor story
VOUK
Regrettably, people on and off campus have been jumping to all sorts of
WKE-UPCML,
conclusions about our recent unprecedented Honor Council case.
They have ignored Honor Council Chairman Wendy Burk, who wrote "1
do not feel that this isolated incident should be taken as an indicator of the
overall observance of the Honor Code at Rice."
Similarly, they refuse to listen to Rice Athletic Department spokesman Bill
Cousins, who said, "I can't say yea or nay if our people were involved... I think
the innuendo and rumor have painted 200-something above-average kids
with a very wide and negative brush. I think it's unfair."
These two quotes tell two important but neglected stories about the recent
Honor Council case. They may seem to contradict each other. The first notes
that this is an "isolated incident," perhaps because it involved many scholarship
athletes. The second notes that the Honor System and not the athletic
program really is the central issue in the recent violations.
The two need to be balanced in away that they have not been in the media
Newspapers as near as the Houston Post and as far away as the New York Times
m
want their readers to know about "scandal," "athletes," "cheating," "conspiracy"—and Rice University, home of it all.
We need to look at the situation again.
Within the Rice community, the popular misconception is that "only the
athletes are cheating," when in fact there may be serious problems with the
Honor System. Ordinary students still cheat and, in fact, might commit a
majority of all Honor Council violations. Students are relying on professors
to turn students in.
Although thiscase undoubtedly involved many athletes, and athletes have
historically committed a disproportionately large number of Honor Code
violations, the Honor System is not as healthy as it should be. Non-athletes
were also involved in the most recent case, and the student from the section
earlier in the week who provided the answers is not likely to be an athlete.
Nevertheless, we have looked for a scapegoat And we have found a
convenient one: the athletic program. Better to say "Oh, it's just athletes,"
than to confront the fact that the honesty of the student body may not be what
it ought to be.
Interestingly, the media waited until it found an "interesting" story. When
we printed "Council penalizes 28 students for honor code violation" three
weeks ago, the national press didn't raise an eyebrow. As soon as we revealed
that athletes might be involved, the phones started ringing.
To the editors,
equally busy.
And now a new public image of Rice University is evolving beyond the
Jenna Christensen's article, "StuBy somecombinationofforesight,
hedges. Rice is now the place where athletes can cheat and nothing will
dents 'get trashed' for a week," re- planning, and luck, Rice is a beautiful
happen to them. Newspapers wonder why Rice competes in the Southwest
ports an encouraging event spon- place. In the midst of a large city, we
Conference. The Honor Code violations indicate clearly to them that we must
sored by the Rice Environmental have 197 acres of wide green fields,
compromise our academic standards in some way in order to compete.
Club; for a period of a week, 100 shade trees, and majestic buildings
TTiis is undeniably relevant The historical tendency of athletes to violate students carried not only books and
(argu ments about arch itectural merit
the Honor Code is one of the many substantial arguments against Rice's homework to classes, but carried the
notwithstanding). We are situated in
participation in NCAA Division I athletics.
trash they had personally generated a fortuitous balance, drawing on the
These writers are ignoring the other half of the story, however. Maybe it that week, in order to make people cultural and other benefits of an uris not "interesting" enough to write about how the case has affected what Rice conscious of the problematical ban setting while retaining a suburstudents think about the Honor System.
amount of trash we produce. The ban, spacious feel. A great deal of
The recent case may be indicative of certain flaws inherent in the Honor message was even carried outside money and man-hours are spent on
System How could so many Rice students cheat in an organized and the hedges; "local newspaper and maintenance ofgrounds and facilities.
premeditated manner? If this many students—no matter what "particular television reporters [were] there to
Despite this, however, there are
subculture" is involved—were willing to violate the code so blatantly, then publicize the event." The message
some among us who care little or
something is wrong with the way we run our Honor System.
sent to the public at large: Rice stu- nothing for what we're privileged to
On the other hand, the recent case is evidence that the Honor System dents care about the world they live have. To me, and to others here, this
works. These students were caught and convicted. Their cases were handed in.
place is a home for these several
fairly and without regard to the possible affiliation of the students with the
1 applaud those who planned and years; to some others, apparently,
athletic program. The Honor Council worked well with what was, at best, an participated in the event; I admire this place is little more than several
unusual situation.
the vision behind it. However, I have hundred acres of ashtray, dumpster,
The recent Honor Council case has been sensationalized by many people- some trouble swallowing the mes- and toilet One can't walk from one
both within the Rice community and around the nation. This has come at the sage that "Rice students care" in the building to another without seeing
expense of realizing the inevitable tension that we face when we think about face of glaring evidence to the con- cans, bottles, newspapers, plastic
the Honor System and what it means to us.
trary. During the last week, REC bags and cups, and all sorts of other
Deep inside, we are unsure. Do we write the incidentoff completely? "Oh, members were busy carrying their human detritus just lying on the
it's just athletes." Or, do we wonder what could be wrong with Rice students trash around; unfortunately, those ground where people have thrown it
or the Honor System that we would ever encounter such a flagrant violation— among us who throw theirs were (no wonder Rice Recycling can't get
even if it did involve many §tfftetes.
This issue is complex. But complexity doesn't sell newspapers.

Care for the environment, don't trash Rice
any volunteers). What sort of animals are we, that we foul our own
nest? What sort of thoughtlessness
have some of us brought to the Rice
experience? How can we justify telling the public of our altruism when
we lack enough basic self-respect to
keep our own home clean?
I applaud REC's stand and their
commitment to "Trashed for a Week."
This letter is more addressed to the
rest of us; if you don't feel compelled
to bag and carry your trash around
with you, at least put it where it belongs. There are trash cans and recycling bins all over campus, use
them.
A special note to those who not
only throw litter, but leave broken
glass strewn around campus: your
childish behavior makes this place
unsafe for the rest of us. I don't know
what infantile pleasure you can possibly have in throwing and breaking
things, nor do I particularly care.
Take it somewhere else.
Glenn Larratt
Lovett '93
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To the editors,
and the Minutes of the Faculty Coun- that would not be a problem in itself,
• As I have watched the debate over cil, and have been discussed in at if Haskell were not the Chair of the
the athletic program at Rice for the least one faculty meeting every fall Faculty Committee to review the relast several years, I have been struck since 1985), and each athletic admit port of the ARC.
by one similarity common to those iscertified in writing as meeting those
The members of the ARC —
who argue in favor of the program standards by either Dean Stabell or whatever their personal opinions on
and those who argue against it: par- Vice-President Stebbings. (What athletics at Rice—have worked
tisans of both sides tend to argue Haskell could honestly have said was painstakingly and have gone to some
backward from their conclusions. that he doesn't like those standards, lengths to try to be objective, and I
"The athletic program should obvi- but apparently it served his purpose believe that their work deserves betously be kept" (or "be abolished"),
they may write—and then proceed
... partisans of both sides tend to argue
to derive or inventreasons to support
their conclusion.
backward from their conclusions.
This tendency has reached some
kind of a landmark in Thomas
Haskell's recent letter to the Thresher. better to imply that coaches were ter than to be presented to a commitThe headline indicates his conclusion acting improperly.)
tee whose chair, at least, has already
(Rice should not compete in Division
It is precisely in order to obviate made up his mind. Given the stateI), which he supports with allusion this sort of argument through innu- ments made in Haskell's letter, I
("Pfeiffer even goes so far as..."), endo that the Athletic Review Com cannot imagine how he would dehearsay ("... it is common knowledge mittee was asked to determine the fend himself a g a i n s f a charge of
in faculty circles that...") and innu- facts about the athletic program at prejudice. I am"*fcure that no judge
endo disguised as sympathy ("It Rice. It is therefore profoundly ironic would be foolish enough to write
seems unrealistic to ask coaches to that Professor Haskell writes, "We such a letter about a case just before
stop skirting admission stan- all eagerly await the facts that the receiving it If Haskell's committee
dards..."). This last serves only to President's Athletic Review Com- shares his prejudices, there may be
illustrate his lack of factual support mittee has been gathering." I, for one bright spot: we won't have to wait
for his argument: as Professor one, wish that he had waited for those six monthsto see their report. In fact,
Haskell knows, coaches are not al- facts.
we may have already seen it
lowed to skirt admissions standards
Yet, given his disregard for the
Mark Scheid
—each athletic admit is qualified facts that were known and available
Associate Director of
through the admission standards to him, I doubt whether Professor
Academic Advising and
governing athletic admissions (which Haskell's attitude will be changed by
International Programs
have been published in the Thresher any facts in the ARC report But even
RA '67, PhD '72
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Entertainment an important but dangerous part of political activism
by Mark David Schoenhals
Last week, the Rice Environmental Club (REC) staged an event called
"Trashed for a Week." The local
media responded. T h e Houston
Chronicle and the Rice Thresher
printed stories about it, each complete
with a picture of the participants
tossing their garbage into the air.
When the participants gathered
at Willy's statue on Friday, "local
newspaper and television reporters"
were "there to publicize the event,"
reported the Thresher. The Chronicle
reported that "students at Dartmouth
Co liege... staged a similar trashhauling event two years ago, which
drew national media attention."
We know that this kind of attempt
to garner publicity is not unprecedented. In fact, it is common for
political activists (as well as corporations) to create "news events"
which are irresistible to newspaper
editors and television news managers.
Newspapers and television networks spread the word about corporate-sponsored events: the Mazda
and Marlboro marathon or the Volvo
and Virginia Slims tennis classic, for
example. Here, the REC stages an
event which the media is sure to find
"interesting" enough to cover. Concerned student activists throwing
trash bags into the air makes a great
picture.
One goal of "Trashed for a Week",
according to Michelle Gadd, copresident of the REC, was to increase
awareness about the volume of waste
materials that we regularly discard.
Another objective was to "make the
club more visible," according to the
Chronicle. Visibility is as essential as
credibility as the club attempts to
advance its concrete agenda for
change on our campus.
Although the club's proposals
should be accepted or rejected on
the basis of a rational discussion of
their advantages and disadvantages,
we rarely make decisions this way.
The tendency of activists to stage
these events is understandable in
light of the structure of our public
sphere. Jiirgen Habermas reveals this
change by tracing the meaning of the
word "public" through history.
In feudal Europe, there was no
such thing as a public sphere. The
state was simply a show as the kings

Sacrifice
varsity for
club sports
To the editors,
I don't understand how Rice University can justify spendinga rumored
$4.5 million each year to compete in
Division I athletics, while neglecting
to maintain a decent weight room for
general student use. The weightroom
provided is the most depressing I've
ever seen. There is no music, the
equipment is old and deficient, and
machines go for weeks without repair. It seems to me that an institution
such as Rice should strive to get
every student involved in athletics.
Instead, Rice neglects its real studentathletes, spending a paltry $50,000 a
year on club sports. The 70 students
of the Rice Crew Team, many of
whom are balancing 20 hours a week
of crew with a hefty load of engineering, are not given enough financial support from the, university
to acquire their own boat Often we
are forced to borrow boats from the
other teams when we race at the
regattas, ensuring that we always
have the heaviest, most dilapidated
piece of crap on the water. I enjoy
watching the trials and tribulations
of Wee football as much as the next
guy, but I would give it all up in a
second to have a real weight room, or
a real boat to race in.

Scott Barbee
Baker '93

and queens and their courts strolled
before the private people.
But, the economy changed, and a
new class emerged. This class, the
bourgeoisie, worked hard to carve a
space in which private people could
come together and act—a public
sphere. Free to assemble, private
people came together and claimed
the right to direct the state in the
interest of the "public"—that intermediate space between the private
people and the state where "public
opinion" was formed as people expressed their opinions to one another,
free from coercion.

carve a public sphere and to make it
accessible to a diversity of people.
We should not resign ourselves now
to the kind of politics that we see
when the public disappears: politicsas-entertainmenL
We consume public opinion like
we consume Coke—with a smile. Our
elections are reduced to a parade
before us. Even campus issues are
reduced to catchy slogans, like REC's
"Use it again, wear it out, make it do,
or do without" This organization
wants us to think before we waste.
The entertaining presentation that is
required to capture our attention may

We consume public opinion like
we consume Coke—with a smile.
By mediating, the public sphere
allowed private people and the state
to relate to each other meaningfully
for the first time.
Initially, private people were required to possess certain qualifications in order to participate in this
public sphere—education and property-ownership among them. Although the public sphere would
probably have grown to encompass
almost all adults by now, it has ceased
to function as a public at all. It has
dissolved.
Like the kings and queens and
courts of feudal times, our President
and Congress act "before" us, not for
us. Still, we call Congress a "representative" body—believing that it
"represents" our public. But like entertainers, our "public figures" stage
events which we consume. Instead
of watching them in movies, however, we watch them on the evening
news.
Citizens in democratic societies
around the world have worked diligently over the past few centuries to

also allow the slogan to go in one of
our ears and out the other as just
another "interesting" phrase. Although we are likely to repeat it for
amusement, we are just as likely
never to think about it
"Earth Day," "Hands Across
America," and "Live Aid" are largescale examples of this staged publicity. They are the origins and consequences of politics-as-entertainment.
The decisions of these organizations
tend to be made privately. Events are
then presented before us to create a
positive "public impression" of each
organization's agenda to win apparent "public" approval
Although we can say that millions
of people participate in these events,
we must wonder how many of us
actually participate and how many of
us simply consume these events like
we might drink beer and watch a
football game.
The REC may not have been
conscious that "Trashed for a Week"
was a publicity ploy like these other
events. In fact, it was the Chronicle

photographer who suggested that the
participants throw their trash bags
into the air for the picture. Next time,
club leaders will know better how to
create "publicity."
One way to get lots of attention is
to have lots of participants. The easiest way to get lots of participants is to
make it easy to participate. The REC
intended to do just this, said Gadd:
"Students just wanted a project to be
prearranged for them so they could
become active."
Becoming active, however, means
much more than being an actor, the
creator of a spectacle, or a spectator.
It means engaging a public. This requires transcending a private life in
which we consume opinions ourselves or manage the sale of opinions
to others.
Staged events produce pseudoopinions. An opinion should not be
like a product which we buy at the.
store and can share with our friends
without much thought We should
not trade one ephemeral opinion for
another, just as we might switch
brand names simply because one
brand is on sale.
How many of the students who
waited for this prepackaged opportunity to "act" will take further steps in
working toward a better environment? Trash carriers to whom I have
spoken noticed during the week that
they could change their habits to
reduce the generation of waste. 1
suspect, however, that few of them
will maintain their new habits for
long.
It is all too easy—especially for
the rest of us, the non-participants—
merely to consume an opinion about
the environment which we will forget as soon as the next activist comes
along and sells us a different opinion.
This kind of po litics is entertainmen L
It makes us feel good.
On campus, events like "Trashed

for a Week" can be useful as long as
we understand them for what they
are: first steps. They are useful first
steps if they prompt individuals to
share their particular concerns with
others as they attempt to develop
intelligent opinions.
On campus, I believe we can have
it all We can learn how to stage
events like "Trashed for a Week", so
that we can attract real-world attention for causes that are important to
us. If we want to change the world, it
is important for us to learn how to
create "publicity."
But wedon'twant to stop with this
kind of practical political training.
We have an opportunity in our community to participate in a healthy
public in which we receive these
kinds of events critically. We should
think about them and talk about them
with others. We don't necessarily do
this, but this is what is most important
in our formative years: to discuss our
ideas with others and realize the limits of our simple political positions.
At the u niversity, then, we learn at
two levels. We work to form intelligent opinions within the hedges, and
we learn how to garner attention to
bolster those opinions later in the
real world.
The danger in an event like
Trashed for a Week" is that it may
make us feel so good about how active
we are in reducing waste for a few
days that we fail to take further steps
toward improving the environment.
Instead of continuing to act on environmental issues, we move on to
consume the next political event We
sit in our Lazy Boy recliners and wait
for a different set of political activists
to stroll before us and entertain us.
They never fail: this week is "Safety
Awareness Week."
Mark Schoenhals, Assistant Opinion
Editor, is a senior at Ij)vett College.

Students shape Honor System, not other way around
To the editors,

Night on Thursdays when classes,
A few statements in last week's exams, and paper deadlines occur
Thresher concerning the Honor Sys- every Friday interested in the "pursuit
tem havefinallyprompted me to write of learning?" What else are students
that long-put-off letter to the editor. I, who participate in Club 13 and NOD
too, have had many occasions to be and can't hold parties without themes
like "Do it in the Dark" or "Shut up
t h a n k f u l for t a k e - h o m e s and
unproctored exams, and I proudly and Drink" but "immoral individuwrite the pledge on all my exams. als," if indeed the word "immoral"
However, I now realize that the retains any meaning to the modern
Pledge itself is superfluous. Everyone college student? I find it impossible
who turns in a test or paper with his to apply the terms "honorable" or
name written on it, expecting to re- "trustworthy" to students who cannot
ceive the grade it merits, implicitly get through a lecture, a conversation,
makes that claim, regardless of or even a college newspaper without
making perverted jokes, and who are
whether he writes the pledge on i t
If anyone thinks a signature is unashamedly promiscuous.
necessary to constitute agreement to
I have no confidence that such
the system of expectations under people, who abandon all decency and
which Rice obviously operates, a common sense to engage in self-destudent's signature on his application structive behavior for momentary
or acceptance letter implicitly in- pleasure, would hesitate to abandon
cludes his intention to do his own the Honor Code for such longer-term
work. Hence, any truly "honorable" benefits as a higher G PA and a better
person willabide by the Honor Pledge job. Behavior inside and outside the
even without being required to write classroom cannot so easily be sepai t and anyone who is willing to cheat rated. If the Honor Code does manin the first place will not be deterred age to command their respect and
by a simple signed statement
allegiance when so little else does,
The Honor System merely re- perhaps it is because cheating has
ceives the effects of students' exist- become the worst if not the only,
ing characters, rather than actively activity meriting condemnation as
shaping them. Thus, the Honor Sys- "immoral" on the Rice campus.
tem is merely an assumption, rather
Finally, I cannot accept the Honor
than proof that "the average Rice System as evidence that Rice "shapes
student" is, as Chap Attwell put it, "a us into responsible, honest adults"
trustworthy person interested in his and "prepares us to be complete
or her fellow human beings as much people, with a sense of morality," as
as in the pursuit of learning" rather Shay Harrison asserted. First, as
than a "conniving, manipulative im- shown above, with the Honor Sysmoral individual."
tem, Rice merely assumes, not proI would never have believed it in duces good character in its students.
my own high school days, but after
Furthermore, Rice actually tends
my two-and-a-half years of on- to undermine any existing good
campus living, I, like Rodney Gibbs' character by teaching disrespect for
high school students, find the the authority of the laws. Such disreexistence of Club 13 at Rice far more spect inevitably results when theuniplausible than the existence of "a versity turns its head and allows stuformal code of honor."
dents to engage with impun ity in such
Are the drunken students who blatantly illegal*acts as indecent exhold profanity-shoutingfightsoutside posure and underage drinking.
my window at 2:00 a.m. "interested in
Despite all its celebrated safe[their] felkflv human beings," except guards, the Alcohol Policy undenias sources of beer and sex? Are stu- ably facilitates and basically ignores
dents who attend and perpetuate Pub underage drinking, as numerous

Thresher articles and my own experience show.The excuse that the policy
saves lives by allowing the students
to get drunk and stumble around on
a safe campus instead of driving does
not hold water. Although it may be
true for current students, it probably
causes more deaths for alumni who
leave and engage in the same irresponsible behaviorthey learned here,
without a safe campus to baby-sit
them.
And what about the damage to
the pleasant learning environment
for the non-drinking students (yes,
there are some), who would prefer to
see fewer drunken bums on campus
than outside the hedges on South
Main? Besides, it's just possible that
fewer people would drink, or at least
drink less often, if alcohol were not
so ubiquitous on campus. Atruly lawabiding Alcohol Policy would do more
for the "pursuit of learning," the pro-

duction of "responsible adults," and
hence the viability of the Honor System itself than just about anything
else I can imagine.
I think the Honor System is still
reasonably viable, and I enjoy the
conveniences that it gives to honest
students, which cannot be had without giving them to the dishonest, too.
I think the system is also commendable as one of the last remnants of
moral absolutism and of holding individuals responsible for their own
actions left on campus. Cheating, at
least, is considered definitely wrong.
The university simply needs to spend
less time congratulating itself on the
Honor System and spend more time
recognizing and correcting the character-undermining activities and
policies on campus which subvert
the Honor System's very existence.
Marcia Huffman
Will Rice ' 9 2

Rally club should cheer
by Shala Phillips
Perhaps some of you managed to
find time to go to the exhibition basketball game last Monday night
against the Cuban National team If
so, you probably heard the Rally
Club's most recent version of spirit
If you did not go, let me clue you in on
the latest in team pride: don't cheer
for your team; cool people slander
the visitors.
The Rally Club (or rather, those
members of the Rally Club who attended the game) was, as always,
exceedingly cool. They spurned the
Cuban team with cheers such as
"We've got better barbers!", T o o thin
to win!", "Brillo-pads," and my personal favorite, "We Vegot'democracy,
how about you?"
Most likely, this was all done in
the spirit of fiin. Unfortunately, the
Cubans weren't laughing. Nor was I.
The racial slurs drove me out of the

gym within ten minutes.
I thought Rice students would
know enough not to indulge in racist
verbal assaults. Or at the very least,
to realize that their victims are our
guests, guests whose sole image of
Rice was shaped by those jeers. Obviously, I live in a dream world
1 wish 1 could pretend that * hat i
heard wasn't really tactless or that
alcohol induced it all. But i can't escape the fact that those taunts may
have been all the Cubans heard. It
won't matter to them that Rice students may be among the brightest in
America, or that Money t anked Rice
among the top-ten best buys in college
education. All it really meant was
that the Rice students simply had a
greater variety of racial slurs. (Another proof that Money isn't everything.)
Shala Phillips, Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor, is a sophomore at
Brown college.
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Legal and lucrative abortions are unsafe
almost completely unregulated in- tested against abortion under the
dustry, and thus we see women theme of "We survived Roe vs. Wade,"
abused and exploited by "doctors" referring to the 1973 Supreme Court
On November 2, a 17-year old girl who maim and kill and "clinics" which decision which made abortion legal
died after having an abortion at a only care about them until they get in all 50 states, for any reason or for
Houston abortion clinic. She went in their money for the abortion. Why no reason, at any time during the
for a second-trimester abortion, went did it take the death of this girl to nine months of pregnancy. The
home, and began experiencing com- bring to light the other injuries suf- theme was chosen because those who
plications. Her family called the clinic fered by women at the handsof abor- were born since 1973, sophomores
twice, and were told, "don't worry; tionists like this one?
and under, were fortunate to be born
just let her sleep a while." Bleeding
Something else to think about is at a time when legal abortion made
severely, she was finally rushed to that Texas has no parental notifica- any child's birth uncertain. Sadly,
Ben Taub Hospital, where she died tion or consent requirements for this young woman survived her
on arrival. Her family is filing a suit abortion. Thus, a parent could first mother's pregnancy but not her own
against the clinic for wrongful death. hear that their minor daughter has abortion.
The "doctor" flies in from Kansas had an abortion when the hospital
Abortion advocates often talk
City three days a week just to do late calls to say something has gone about keeping abortion "safe and leterm abortions at this clinic and has wrong and that they need the par- gal," however from this case and the
had several lawsuitsfiledagainst him. ents' consent to correct damage done others which have come to light, it is
He only does abortions and teaches by the abortion about which they had clear that legal abortion is not necesothers how to do late-term abortions. no knowledge or control.
sarily safe for the woman. Of course,
Doesn't it seem just a little strange
When ayoung girl faces a difficult as speaker and activist Penny Lea
that someone wouldflyfrom another situation, she needs someone who said, "Abortion is never 'safe' for the
state every week just to work for loves her and will support her. Who child who ends up in pieces in the
three days? Make no mistake about do you think will be more objective garbage can." Abortion stops a beatit; abortion is a very lucrative busi- and concerned about the girl's situa- ing heart over 4000 times a day. How
ness, especially late-term abortion.
tion: her parents, who have known many more women and children will
Since this young woman's death, her her whole life and love her, or have to die before we find a better
many other women have come for- someone who has only known her solution for the real problems pregward to say that they too were in- for a few hours and has several hun- nancy presents for women in our
jured through abortions. Only two dred dollars to gain from her making society?
weeks earlier, another minor was one "choice" as opposed to another?
rushed to Ben Taub after having an
Ironically, on the same day, colle- Leslie Raneri is a senior at Brown
abortion at this clinic. Abortion is an gians from across the country pro- College and president of Rice-for-IJfe.

by Leslie Raneri

Reform needed, not denial of problems
To the editors,
Despite the repeated assurances
of the Honor Council to the contrary,
the Honor System is in serious
trouble. Consider the following facts
about our most infamous Honor'
Council case. The violation was reported by the professor, not a student
The clear implication is that the
Honor Code's most important provision—student enforcement—had
failed. More significantly, the cheaters had obtained their information
from a student from an earlier section:
a person who has never been identified. If this is a success of the Honor
System, 1 dread a failure.
To our credit, the Honor System
has been the subject of an enormous
amountof discuss ion in recent weeks.
But I believe that much of this discussion has been misdirected. Instead of endlessly debating whether
or not the Honor System is workable,
we should assume that it is workable
and direct our energies to thinking
about how to improve it. Toward this
end, I offer my thoughts about some
problems illustrated by this case and
how we might address them.
One particular weakness of the
Honor System which has been revealed is that students taking a course
pass/fail may almost completely escape punishment In a course which
is already difficult to fail (such as the
Natural Science Foundation Course),
quadruple loss of credit may mean
very little. It seems sensible to automatically change a pass/fail course
to a grade if a student is convicted of
an Honor Code violation. This would

help ensure that the cheater actually
receives the deserved punishment
by having his or her grade reduced.
The huge scale of the recent offense is also a source of concern. The
Honor Council responded to criticism that, given the sheer size of the
violation, the penalties were too light
by pointing out that their penalities
were already in excess of the consensus penalties and that a more severe
penalty would have been unjust This
argument is not to be taken lightly;
the consensus penalties serve an
important role is ensuring fairness
and consistency. So in my mind, it is
these consensus penalties that need
reform. No one has suggested that
the 28 recently convicted students
be given harsher penalties after the
fact, but I think we should consider
in stituting harsher penalties for those
who conspire to cheat
Finally, I agree with the letter
written by Amit Mehta and Mark
Schoenhals and signed by the eight
college presidents that the Honor
Council ought to release information
about the offenders at the end of the
academic year. Specifically, I think
the convicted student's major(s)
would be relevant Whether a student
was admitted under a non-standard
admission program should also be
indicated. It should be emphasized
that such information would not be
used to ridicule some unfortunate
group, but rather to locate and correct
possible problems with admission
standards and orientation programs.
I urge all students to devote serious thought to what can be done to

JOIN THE WINNING PAPPAS TEAM!

reform the Honor System I also respectfully ask the Honor Council itself to consider what sort of changes
might be beneficial to the Honor
System, rather than denying — as
Steve Tran and others did—the fact
that there might be a problem Only
by giving such attention to reform
can we restore honor to a system so
tarnished in the national eye.
Michael P. Overcash
Lovett '94

Apply in person:
Tuesday - Friday. 3:00-5:00pm
5839 Westheimer, 780-7352

Celebrate and defend prochoice as sexual freedom
To the editors:
Reproductive freedom is the right
to decide when and whether to have
children, and the right to be respected
and accepted for that decision. Rice
for Choice asserts that reproductive
freedom should be a fundamental
right for every individual, regardless
of age, color, class or handicap. To
enjoy such freedom we need: easily
available contraception; safe abortion
services for all women, regardless of
income; affordable health care; and
the right to conduct our sex lives as
we wish with dignity.
Pro-choice is pro-family planning,
pro-responsibility, pro-child, and profreedom. It is about improving the
quality of life for all members of society. It is pro-self-determinism, proeducation, pro-prevention-of-unwanted-pregnancies through sex
education and contraception, and yes,
pro-woman.
Current discussion of reproductive freedom attempts to present the
pro-life and pro-choice views as diametrically opposed. Pro-life is antiabortion. Pro-choice is not the opposite—we are not pro-abortion. We
are the true middle position, allowing
individuals the right to decide for
themselves where they stand. We
believe that we are pro-life in that we

Students should report
Honor System offenses
own classes this year, reported byus,
To the editors,
The Honor System is a valuable not students. In the case of our
and important part of the Rice tradi- classes, these violations were surely
tion. Both ofusdidourundergraduate observed by students, but not rework at schools without honor sys- ported. We suspect that this may
tems, and we much prefer the Rice have also been the case in the other
honor system. The recent episode episode, since it would be hard to
that has been reported in the Thresher restrict knowledge of the affair only
and the local and national press is a to those directly involved.
The system can not operate u nless
substantial set-back for the Honor
students accept their responsibility
System
There is plenty of blame to go to report violations that they observe.
around, but the student body as a It is not enough for students themwhole must bear their share of it The selves to avoid cheating but to refuse
effectiveness of the honor system to report other students' cheating.
depends on the integrity of the stu- This contradicts the Honor System
dent body and the self-enforcement at its most basic level. How can a
of the code as represented in the system be a student-based honor
pledge signed by every new student system and yet depend only on the
The recent flagrant violation was re- faculty for the reporting ofviolations?
ported by the faculty, not by students. The students must take seriously the
There have been violations in our importance of their responsibility for
reporting violations; otherwise, we
may well lose the System.
H. E. Rorschach
Professor of Physics
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are concerned about providing safe
abortions for the women that choose
this option. Botched illegal abortions
were once a leading killer of young
women in America Pro-choice strives
to put an end to these sad and unnecessary deaths by allowing for safe
and legal abortions.
Clearly, pro-choice is not solely
about abortion. However, abortion is
the issue most often associated with
the pro-choice platform. Apro-choice
individual believes that women are
quite capable of making well thoughtout, educated and moral decisions.
Women do not, as is implied often by
the anti-choice groups, randomly and
carelessly decide to terminate unwanted pregnancies.
The decision to terminate a pregnancy is at best a difficult one. It is
also an intensely personal decision.
Due to the personal nature of this
decision, we feel that it is one that the
woman herself must make. Government should not make it for her. The
body and life of the woman in question belong solely to her not to Congress, not to the Supreme Court, and
not to the President The issue in
question is not a legal one; it is a
moral one, and morals are not
equivalent to law.
The supporters of the pro-choice
position, long a silent majority, can
no longer be passive. Roe v. Wade is
expected to be directly challenged
early in 1992. The opposition is ready
and prepared to legislate an end to
reproductive freedom in many states.
As Joseph Scheidler, Executive Di- rector of the Pro-Life Action League
once said, "For those who say I can't
impose my morality on others, I say
just watch me." If we want to protect
our freedom, we must respond, and
we must do so with speed, strength,
unity, and activity.
Pro-Choice Awareness Week is
November 25-27. Rice foe Choice is
sponsoring a condom drive, and a
drive for used clothes to be donated
to a home for unwed mothers. Come
support us and celebrate your right
to choose.
Rice for Choice
Executive Board:
Amanda N. Skinner
Wiess '92
Don Allen
Hanszen '93
Niescja Turner
Wiess ' 9 4
Adam Goodman
Baker'92

March to reclaim the night
To the editors,
On behalf of the Rice Women's
Alliance, I want to stress the significance of the Take Back the Night
march. Take Back the Night is a national event. Groups around the
country hold marches to reclaim the
night from fear and danger. Rice's
Take Back the Night is about more
than better lighting on campus. It's
more than the final event in the Student Association's Safety Week.
Take Back the Night is about
sharing our experiences and fears.
It's aboutfindingstrength in ourselves
and in our friends. It's for women and
men because we all want to be safe

and to be strong.
I want to encourage all members
of the Rice community to make a
statement Say, "I am tired of walking
at night full of fear. I want to bond
with others to make our world safer."
Show your concern, support, and
strength by participating in the Take
Back the Night march meeting on
November 26th at 8 p.m. in the Sewall
Courtyard. We'll hear some motivating speakers, then walk by candlelight around the Rice campus.
Britt Kimball
External Contact
Rice Women's Alliance
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David Duke is bad, Edwards is bad, but being anti-Duke is worse
by Carl Brown
I am a native New Orleanian who
thinks it is about time for a new perspective on the recent Louisiana gubernatorial contest which pitted
David Duke against Edwin Edwards.
It appears that by e l e c t i n g
Edwards in Louisiana we have narrowly avoided the wrath of the nation.
But 1 don't think anyone is ready for
that collective sigh of relief y e t The
end result may be favorable, but the
means employed to defeat Duke by
all parties were contemptible.
Just because I am from Louisiana,
1 have personally been the target of
s u c h criticisms as "racist" and
"closed-minded." These labels are
based also on my refusal to vote
against Duke. Along with the rest of
Louisiana voters, I am tired of i t
I see no need to discuss the infamous past of the former KKK Grand

A vote ... should not
be based on negative
considerations.
Wizard, which certainly prevented
him from getting my vote. This does
not imply, however, that 1 would have
voted for Edwards. His history as a
corrupt governor and a gambler with
very loose morals is comparably foul
and suspect A vote in a democracy
means an affirmation of a candidate
and his platform; it should not be
based on negative considerations.
But my reasoning g o e s beyond this.
Duke may have an overwhelmingly negative personal background,
but there are some positive aspects
to his general campaign that should
not be ignored or shunned merely
because of his racist past I'm sure
President Bush would not appreciate
this kind ofguilt-by-association, since
he has struggled to prevent the image
of the GOP from being tarnished by
Duke's recent switch to the Republican party. Here is a breakdown of the
concerns about the election which
have been in the press—most of
which were repeated on the level of

cliche—and their flaws.
First, Duke has a blatantly grotesque ideological history. He is a
"Nazi," a "crypto-fascist"—a man intolerant of other races or religions.
We must realize that holding such
beliefs is not a criminal offense; in
fact, Duke has a Constitutional right
to his own opinion. He may n o t however, be able to act on some of his
convictions.
Certainly, Duke does not have a
monopoly on closed-mindedness or
intolerance. Those who are least tolerant—those who play the role of the
hysterical, reactionary, podiumpounding Southern d e m a g o g u e
best—are some of the Northern liberals who fought Duke the hardest.
Such intrusion on local affairs not
only earned Duke votes but could
have incited race riots.
Furthermore, Duke has not attempted to force his views on others;
still, not even the most ardent foes of
"political correctness" c o m e to
Duke's rescue. What is most frightening is that the National Republican
Party did its best to exclude him.
This is very much an emulation of
the Communist Party, which can
withhold membership, and has the
power to limit a non-member's social
advancement We are lucky in Louisiana to have a non-partisan, open
primary, despite its populist disadvantages.
The labelling of Duke, though for
the most part accurate, is nevertheless reminiscentof McCarthyism and
the "Red Scare." David Duke did not
deserve to win, but the way he lost is
not the way a candidate should lose.
Second, Duke has a controversial
platform. He opposes affirmative action, favors lowering taxes and decreasing big governmelW and bureaucracy, and is one of the few men
with the political guts to demand
welfare reform on a large scale and
mean i t He correctly claims that
things are just not going right and
that changes are necessary across
the board. He espouses essentially
the same political platform as Kurt
Fordice, Mississippi'sgovernor-elect
The difference is Duke's racist background.
So, what kind of programs could
we have expected from Duke? He

Campus conservatives
fear future intolerance
To the editors,

It is in danger for reasons which
Sherman himself acknowledges.
"Power relations," he argues, "permeate language, culture, [and] all
the forces that shape our daily experiences." If this is true (and I venture
to believe that it is more an article of
faith on Sherman's part), then all
scholarship on any topic is subject to
political scrutiny. But is certain
scholarship then Vrong' because it
is found to be conservative? Is certain
scholarshipof higher caliber because
it is liberal? The fact that this idea is
being entertained seriously in some
American universities is rather disturbing, if not a bit frightening.

the arrogance, condescension, and
self-exemption which accompany
them. Sherman states that because
"we [the Left] are not so victimized at
Rice does not mean that we have, or
ever could, become the victimizers."
But is not the subjecting of scholarship to a certain political approval
test victimization? And where does
the academic left arrive at its conviction that it could never overstep
its bounds to become a victimizer?
One final point must be made. I do
not dispute Sherman's characterization of the academic left as a heterog e n e o u s community "working to
open new perspectives on ourselves,
our world and our past" I think that
the best liberal scholars have done
precisely this and continue to do so.
But I also believe that the wisest
liberal scholars acknowledge their
debt to conservative scholars of the
past and even critical conservative
scholars who are their contemporaries in the present The difference
between Sherman's ideal university
and mine is that mine is, in the end,
simply more inclusive: liberals,
Africans, African-Americans, latinos,
Asians, white Americans, native
Americans, Europeans, third world
citizens, women,gays, lesbians—and
conservatives. No one is uninvited.
No one is left out Not one is left
behind. That is the university as I
understand it and which, from a
conservative point of view, is worth
preserving from the current assaults
of the academic left.

Of greater concern to the student
subjected to these lines of reasoning
from the academic left, however, are

Dr. Frank D. Schubert
Kenedy Lecturer in
Religious Studies

I write to thank Daniel Sherman
for his response to my guest column
of November 1, "Where academic
liberalism went wrong." Sherman accuses me of writing an essay filled
with a "farrago of inaccuracies",
"unsubstantiated assertions", "specious arguments", "gross generalizations", "distortions", "reckless accusations", "willful misrepresentations"—even "secret handshakes to
the like-minded." I don't care much
for the personal nature of his attacks,
but they are not the real issue. My
disappointment lies in the fact that in
the entirety of his criticism he fails to
address the most crucial and basic
contention of my essay—that the
"tolerance" currently being enjoyed
by the academic left in the academic
is in clear and present danger of being denied the conservative scholar.

would have followed his platform,
which he clearly believes in. This is
not something we could know about
most other candidates. Importantly,
as governor he would have had absolutely no ability to implement genocidal, or even racist, policies. He
would have been forced to contend
with the Louisiana legislature, every
watchdog agency or group in the
nation, the courts, and the Constitution. Duke would have had no choice
but to be a "good guy" in office. Even
so, it is highly unlikely he could have
won a second term. Still, I'm glad
he's not governor.
The media also claims that Lou isiana has never reelected a reform
candidate. But it appears that in this
case the voters were tired of piece-

meal, ad hoc changes that never
amounted to anything. Thus, instead
of "holding our nose and voting" (an
Edwards quote), Louisianacould very
well have "bitten the bullet" and made
a statement to the nation, not about
race or religion, but about policy and
pragmatism, in spite of the guaranteed political and economic backlash
that could have in its own right ruined our state. As any civil rights
activist will tell you, a state should
move in the direction it believes to be
right, regardless of national opinion
or consequences that may befall the
actors. We have in Louisiana, as a
state and a people, been bullied into
submission by the rest ofthe country
several times—most recently in the
case of the 21-year-old drinking age.

Perhaps the first thing any sovereign
state should do is refuse to let other
states bully it around.
Racism is about unqualified hate,
Nazism about fear, and it is obvious
to this backwater, uninformed Louisianian that all of the hate and fear
here is being generated by the media
and the anti-Duke movement around
the country.
This is why my fear of the past of
one fairly impotent governor pales in
comparison to the real, widespread,
and powerful aggregation o f t h e ugliest and most dangerous emotions
expressed against David Duke. Let
us not rejoice too quickly.
Carl Broum is a sophomore at iMvett
College.

Students study effects of rising tuition
To the editors,
We, the Student Association Tuition Committee, are composed of
members of the SA Senate and the
student body. This letter is meant to
inform the students of our goals for
the year. We hope to:
•determine what the student body
can do to save money for the university;
•find out the effects of increasing
tuition on the composition of the student body;and,
•encourage increased communication between the students and the
Board of Governors (the people who
vote on the yearly budget).
Our research has shown that Rice
is not alone in sufferingfromrising
expenses and tuition. Many other
universities have implemented feasible plans to minimize tuition increases; some of these plans may be
appropriate for Rice. We have also
read of many tactics which, if implemented at Rice, would significantly
decrease the quality of our university.
For example, both Smith College

and Southern Methodist University
have found it necessary to cut numerous administrative and staff positions in order to balance their budgets in these times of rising expenses.
On the other hand, Howard University has opted to increase its $85
million endowment by having students contribute $15 a semester in a
voluntary surcharge.
In fact, the Conservation Drive
recently started here was inspired by
similar efforts at Harvard. By encouraging students, faculty, and staff
to save energy we hope to trim 10%
off of the $5 million campus utility
bill. This would markedly decrease
e x p e n s e s and hopefully help to
minimize tuition increases.
It has been rumored that another
tuition increase of $600 to $1,200 can
be expected for next year. After
spending many hours with members
of the administration discussing
Rice's financial statements and budget decisions, we acknowledge that
many factors causing rising tuition
are beyond the students' control. Th is
is a very expensive campus to oper-

ate and, in order to maintain a standard of excellence, we must pay for
it We do not agree that the student
body should have to wait until late in
the second semester to find out what
tuition will be next year. We do not
agree that Rice students should sit
idly by while tuition continues to rise.
We strongly encourage student involvement in researching what we,
the student body, can do to keep
tuition down.
Students who are interested in
being involved with the tuition committee should contact their college
senator for information on the next
meeting.
The SA Tuition Committee
Vineet Jain, Chair
Baker ' 9 2
Erik Leidal, Chair
Sid Richardson ' 9 3
Deirdre Ragan
Will Rice ' 9 2
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Students call Owlnet, University policy restrictive, usage limited
by Bradley Monto
The Owlnet Steering Committee,
composed of professors from different engineering departments and the
computer science department, met
with students last Wednesday to discuss the recent controversy concerning network games, off-campus
access and policy enforcement
Owlnet is the engineering and
computer science network of Rice,
its stated existence being "for the
purpose of conducting and fostering
the educational and research activities ofthe University." Approximately
1700 students have accounts, though
the number of regular users is much
less.
According to some students, Rice
policies are restrictive in comparison
with other universities attached to
the national network. Administrators
defend this policy on the grounds of
compliance with the N ational Science
Foundation network policy.
Gomes and the network
While current regulations allow
stand-alone games, games that just
use a single computer, the regulations ban games that utilize the national network. Doug Moore, a professor of computer science, wrote,
"Why does the administration ban
network games? Well, when a tot of
people play them, the network bogs
down and students complain that the
network is underpowered." He suggested that students propose a rule
limiting network games to hours
when there is a low load on the network.
Owlnet Director Sam Davis defended the ban of network games,

According to some students, some
faculty members sign these forms
without verifying if the studentwould
actually receive direct educational
benefits, because some professors
feel that the university policy should
not be so restrictive with off-campus
access.
Jospeh Watters wrote an article in
rice.owlnews.general, over the network, in defense of the policy, "the
national NSFnet was and is specifiOff-campus access
Owlnet policy also places restric- cally chartered for scientific research
tions on sending electronic mail off- and other scholarly pursuits. Not for
campus and on sending notices to e-mail to your friends, significant
newsgroups in the network. Ed others, or enemies around the naHayes, the vice president for Infor- tion. And most especially, not for
mation Systems, released the Uni- game playing.
versity Policy for Appropriate Use of
"Whether Rice pays the fees, or
Computer Facilities, signed by Presi- whether the lines can handle the trafdent George Rupp. With regard to fic, or whether a game does or does
off-campus access, this policy states, not generate traffic, or when is a
"Studentuseofexternal Computer "good" time to play games, is irrelFacilities is permitted in the follow- evant Many of these activities are
tolerated on the Internet [the national
ing circumstances:
• With the permission of the network] because the distributed
Project Director when the student's nature of the net makes it impossible
formal involvement in a sponsored and/or infeasible to actually stop it
research activity requires such ac- And most of the activity is in fact
harmless. But that the activity is
cess,
• With the permission of the su- generally benign doesn't change the
pervisor when employment by a uni- fact that that's not what the net is for.
versity department requires such
"All of those universities that alaccess, or
io w their students unrestricted access
• With the permission of the Vice to the Internet are actually not living
President for Graduate Studies, Re- up to the intent of their charter with
search, and Information Systems the NSFnet
when a member of the Faculty afRice stands virtually alone in actufirms in writing that a proposed use is ally attempting to meet its charter by
required by or enhances the student's implementing policies characteristic
education."
with it," according to the article.
Most students obtain off-campus
Students responded saying that if
access by writing a short essay de- unrestricted off-campus access was a
scribing the direct educational or violation of NSF policy, NSF would
research benefits they would receive, ban universities from granting it.
and obtaining a faculty signature.
Ed Vielmetti, vice president for
research at MSEN Inc., wrote on the
network regarding Rice policy, "a
university system without ready access to the outside world is just this
side of useless. Most academic sysAfter detailing the city council- specifying what each piece of land tems which I'm aware of spend a fair
imposed deadlines which her de- can be used for, as traditional zoning amount of their effort educating the
partment in the city has met during does. Performance standard zoning user about resources on the Internet
the past few years, Kristaponis joked may require noise levels on air con- and how to get to them... The NSF
that the "council did not set a dead- ditioning units to be below a certain has spent a lot of money to put toline for itself in acting on her level or buildings to be set back from gether networks that support and
department's reports. She hopes this lot lines, for example.
encourage just this kind of communimeans they will take time to consider
To Mixon, performance standard cations -1 don't understand how you
carefully the situation before acting. zoning alone simply means anything can justify restricting access this
Lee spoke next, agreeing with goes "if you hide it and it doesn't way."
Mixon that the main objective in stink." He said that traditional landWatters responded, saying, "to my
zoning is to supplement deed re- use zoning is also essential for pro- knowledge, no [student] who has
strictions, which prove to be difficult tecting residential neighborhoods. ever soughtpermission has ever been
to renew repeatedly and continue to "You cannot use performance stan- refused. The purpose of the permisenforce.
dards as a basis for land use," he sion is to have some modicum of
Blackburn stressed that city and claimed.
assurance that the student is aware
county governments are at the "cenMembers of the audience, in- of the issues involved in using the
ter" of most local environmental cluding council member Jim Green- Internet, and the students' responsicontroversies, citing the West Side wood, offered various comments. bilities in using it" However, stuAiiport and Galveston Bay projects One complained of "riff-raff in her dents have had trouble getting certain
as examples in which he believes the
faculty members to sign, and other
SEE ZONINQ, PAGE 9
government has not been sensitive
to environmental concerns. At all
levels of government, he said, "it's
the impotence that bothers me."
If Houston doesn't pay adequate
attention to its environment he says,
"zoning becomes a dressing that we
put upon a corpse rather than a living
with it (if it was included in the spring
body." Lee later defended the city by Jonathan Briggs
elections)."
government, saying "I don't
The vote to turn to a straw poll
think...the council has disregarded
The Student Association Senate was 9-9-2; casting her vote in favor of
the
environment"
v
voted Monday night to turn the de- turning the issue over to a straw poll,
Blackburn urged people to realize cision on how the Th resher editors are Miller broke the tie. Some confusion
that, when the inner city remains not selected over to the students in a arose concerning the motion which
fully developed and people choose straw poll conducted with the univer- the Senate approved, and a vote ocinstead to commute past empty land sity-wide elections next spring.
curred later in the meeting to deterto distant suburbs, that "it's got to
At the Senate's request, the Pub- mine if another vote was necessary
cost from an infrastructure stand- lications Committee presented a following more discussion. The
point"
summary of possible proposals second vote on the issue of re-voting
After the initial remarks, Stem modifying the selection process of did not pass and the previous vote to
continued to ask questions of the the Thresher editors at the meeting delay decision pending straw poll
panelists. In general, zoning with on Monday evening.
results was upheld.
concern for the community and the
"We reiterated the committee's
"What was left open is whether or
environment was emphasized.
suggestion that this go to a straw not the qualifications will be
"Houston-style zoning" was dis- poll," said SA President Mitra Miller. strengthened for the 1992 Thresher
cussed repeatedly. Mixon claimed After the committee passed out the editor election," said Miller.
that "Houston-style [zoning] is a sort information, the Senate debated the
She said that the possibilities of a
of face-saving" for those who don't issue.
more„broad
representation of the
want to admit that they support zon"We felt that a straw poll was the
ing. Blackburn called it "glorified most efficient and accurate way of student body wou Id occur if the straw
deed restrictions and nothing else." measuring student opinion—not to poll was held in conjunction with a
large university-wide election.
"Performance standard" and say that it's perfect," explained Par"We want the advice from the
"traditional" zoning were compared, liamentarian Tom Farnen. "It will be
with the panelists agreeing that some conducted with one of the spring student body on what they want to
combination of the two was neces- elections, although we're not sure ' do,",she said. "We're hoping to get a
sary. Performance standard zoning yet which election it will be. I think high turnout to get an accurate repmakes various requirements on we realized we had more timeTto deal resentation of what the students actually think."
property owners without strictly
saying that the Owlnet administration did not have the money or time
to implement a policy that would allow network games at certain times.
Joseph Watters, Owlnet deputy
director, commented, "network
games suck up resources like you
wouldn't believe... So when a few
people play a network game, even
local to Rice, they can and do affect
the availability of resources... for potentially dozens of other users. Restrict gaming hours to off-times and
light network loads? Maybe. Create
a game monitor program to enforce
it? Not an easy programming task at
all, and we have a long list of other
things to do... the reasoning for
change has to be better than "Well
why not? Other universities do.*"
In response to this, students proposed aStudent Version ofthe Owlnet
Steering Committee to control game
usage of the network. The Steering
Committee is still considering this
proposal, however this proposal may
not answer the second major claim
by the administration against the
existence of network games.
The national network that is being used when network games are
played is the National Science
Foundation network (NSFnet). In the
interim acceptable use policy for
NSFnet they state that "the purpose
of NSFnet is to support research and
other scholarly activities in the U.S."
Students argue that the NSFnet
does not specifically ban network
games, and many other universities
allow students to access games on
the network.
Jones sophomore DouglasTriggs
pointed to the NSFnet policy, stating
that since it "allows network games,
which I am sure they cannot help but

be aware of, the implication is that
they are considered consistent with
the purposes of NSFnet"
Triggs drew an analogy to the
interstate highway system, which was
"initially built officially, for national
defense, but the government doesnt
mind the unused miles being used
by folks who want to go home for
Christmas."

Community discusses Houston zoning
by Mark David Schoenhals
More than 130 people, many from
outside the Rice community, assembled in the Farnsworth Pavilion
for a 'fireside chat' to "discuss zoning
and its application to Houston."
Sponsored by the Rice Design Alliance and moderated by William
Stern, a co-director of the editorial
board of Cite, the event brought together James Blackburn, environmental attorney; Donna Kristaponis,
director of City of Houston Planning
and Development Department;
Sheila Jackson Lee, Houston council
member, and John Mixon, law alumni
professor at the University of Houston.
Stern opened the 'chat' saying that
the current movement for zoning in
Houston originated in the grassroots.
Zoning, he claimed, is now popularly
embraced, although "ten years ago,
you would not mention the word."
He noted that Houston is the "last
city in America to prepare a zoning
ordinance."
Mixon spoke first, disagreeing
with Stern about the popularity of
zoning, saying "I think the hostility is
still there. It's just submerged and
less vocal." The difference, he believes, is that zoning is now considered "inevitable." Since various
"myths were exploded," he argued,
"everyone is working with the assumption that we will have zoning."
For Mixon, "Zoning serves one
purpose...: protecting our neighborhoods." If Houston attempts to use
zoning to do more, he argued, "it will
turn out to be a disappointment"
Stern later agreed, saying "Some
people see [zoning] as a cure to all
urban evils, which it is not" Mixon
later stressed this point again, "Zoning is a very limited mechanism."
Kristaponis followed, claiming
that the primary purpose of zoning is
to "strengthen the integrity
of...Houston neighborhoods." This
involves consolidating and enforcing
the city's nuisance ordinances and
other related activities, including
comprehensive planning and zoning,
which together cost the city about $7
million per year.

Editor selection referred
to student straw poll

faculty have told students certain
things to put on the form in order to
guarantee approval
Graduate student Robert Book
wrote his view that," [the off-campus
policy] seems to by saying basically
that the purpose of requiring special
permission to send off-campus e-mail
is expressly to create a bureaucratic
bottleneck to get the attention of students."
Carl Kadie, of the Electronic
Frontier Foundation, summed up
student opinion when he said, "Since
the students are signing some other
documents along the way, it would
seem to me that you could spare
some extra effort and time by simply
giving them access straight away.
Students have to put up with enough
of a paper chase as is to get effective
use out of university resources."
Since the Owlnet Steering Committee only enforces the off-campus
access rule, they have no power to
modify it Some members of the
committee said that since this is a
university policy, it would be very
difficult to change.
Enforcement and lock-outs
A recent incident in which Owlnet
administrators locked three different students out of their account due
to alleged violations of the policy has
sparked controversy among the users.
One student, a lab assistant, was
caught playing a network game and
was locked out of his account.
"The locked-out user...was
greatly inconvenienced by this, as he
had to do all of his labby work on a
face-to-face basis with the other class
users. This presumably also caused
some inconvenience to the other
users who needed information from
him, as they could not use e-mail to
communicate with him," said
Watters.
Students complained that, aftercatching this labby, the administration generated a program which
would send e-mail to the administration whenever someone else tried to
execute the game. This trap caught a
second student and the administration closed his account. The student,
who refused comment, renamed the
trap program 'DoNotExecule.' However, a third student ran the file, was
caught by the administration and lost
privileges to his account also, according to Kenneth Fair, Lovett
sophomore.
All accounts were restored within
a few days; however the second student involved lost his work-study job
with Information Systems as a resu It.
Lyle Kopnicky questioned the
policy, "Can't they have some analog
of a subpoena on Owlnet? Can't they
mail you and warn you that you are in
violation of policy, or submit your
case to an Owlnet Court? Why is
their answer to every little bitty problem to lock pedple off the system,
before ample evidence has been provided that this should be done?...
This capricious policy is in contradiction notonly with the tenets ofthe US
legal system, but with the rest of Rice
U. as well. If you are suspected of
cheating on an exam, you do not get
'locked out' of your class."
He continued, saying that a user
may be prevented from doing a
course assignment by being locked,
implying that "Owlnet Administration has the power over passing or
failing our classes."
Joseph Watters responded, "Regarding the lockout of the two users
for playing network games and
whether that was fair, and whether
there was 'entrapment', and what
were the motives or whether there
was an actual policy violation,... the
Owlnet Steering Committee did not
do it, and the system administrators
did not do it, I did it. Me. 1 authorized
the lockouts and I authorized the
userid mailing program... Did I act
too quickly? Perhaps."
In light ofthis incident, the Owlnet
Steering Committee is working with
students to develop a new permanent set of guidelines for punishing
unauthorized usage of the network.
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Sexual Harassment Policy, Revisions
Editor's note: Thefollowing is the text ofthe Legal Authority—Sexual harassrevised draft of the sexual harassment ment is a form of sex discrimination
policy. Changes are indicated in bold
which is prohibited by Title VII of the
Policy Statement—It is the policy of Civil Rights Act of 1964, by Title IX of
Rice University to provide an environ- die Education Amendments of 1972,
ment that isfreefromsexual harassment and by the Texas Commission on
Such conduct seriously undermines the Human Rights Act. Rice University's
atmosphere of trust and respect that is Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
essential to a healthy work and academic Policy also prohibits sex discriminaenvironment
tion.
This policy applies to all members of
Definition—Sexual harassment may
the university community, who are en- involve the behavior of a person of either
couraged to report promptly complaints gender against a personof die opposite or
about sexual harassment Persons found same sex, and occurs when such behavto be in violation of this sexual harassment ior constitutes unwelcome sexual adpolicy shall be subject to disciplinary ac- vances, unwelcome requests for sexual
tion which may include, but is not limited favors, and other unwelcome verbal or
to, oral or written warning, demotion, physical behavior of a sexual nature
transfer, suspension or dismissal.
where:
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1) Submission to such conduct is made
either explicitly or implicitly a term or
condition of an individual's education or
employment;
2) Submission to or rejection of such
conduct by an individual is used as the
basis for academic or employment decisions affecting the individual's welfare; or
3) Such conduct has the purpose or
effect of substantially interfering with an
individual's welfare, academic or work
performance, or creates an intimidating,
hostile, offensive, or demeaning education
or work environment
A third party may alsofilea complaint
under this policy if the sexual conduct of
others in the education or work environment has the purpose or effect of substantiality interfering with die individual's
welfare, academic or work performance.
Examples of Prohibited Behavior—
Prohibited acts that constitute sexual
harassment may take a variety of
forms. Examples of the kind of conduct that may constitute sexual harassment include, but are not limited
to:
1) Unwelcome sexual propositions,
invitations, solicitations and flirtations;
2)Threats or insinuations that a
person's employment, wages, academic
grade, promotional opportunities, classroom or work assignments or other conditions of employment or academic life
may be adversely affected by not submitting to sexual advances;
3) Unwelcome verbal expressions of a
sexual nature, including graphic sexual
-commentaries about a person's body,
dress, appearance, or sexual activities;
the unwelcome use of sexually degrading
language, jokes or innuendoes; unwelcome suggestive or insulting sounds or
whistles; obscene phone calls;
4) Sexually suggestive objects, pictures, videotapes, audio recordings or
literature, placed in the work or study
area, that may embarrass or offend individuals;
5) Unwelcome and inappropriate
touching, patting or pinching; obscene
gestures.
6) Consensual sexual relationships
when such relationships lead to favoritism
of a student or subordinate employee with
whom the teacher or superior is sexually
involved with such favoritism adversely
affects other students and/or employees.
A complaint whose allegations are

l

ONLY IN

malicious intent will be subject to disciplinary action.
Responsibility—Individuals who are
aware of or have experienced an incident of sexual harassment should
promptly report the matter to one of
die officials listed to receive informal
or formal complaints. Those officials
will take prompt action.
Non-Reprisal—Nofaculty,administrator or staff, applicant for employment, student or member of the public
may be subject to restraint, interference, coercion or reprisal for action
taken in good faith to seek advice
concerning a sexual harassment

Revisions
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mention of an abstract will be made
in this go-round of the policy, since
none of the administrators asked to
review the revisions gave feedback
on the issue, Grandy said the AAC
will discuss the matter in two meetings.
The committee seems to be treating the issue seriously. At the same
time, their call for input on the sexual
harassment policy draft is a perfect
opportunity for community members
to give their opinions on the matter.
The University Court and the
Honor Council are required to make
public abstracts on every case they
hear. These abstracts are available in
Fondren Library.
Opponents of abstracts for sexual
harassment cases say getting people
to report harassment is one of the
biggest hurdles in the way of a functioning policy.
Publishing abstracts in such a
small community, they say, would
seriously endanger confidentiality,
which would discourage reports of
harassment
Those in favor of abstracts argue
that the university should be accountable for the decisions it makes,
and that community members should
"know what is expected of them and
what the possible consequences of
their actions are.
Secondly, they argue that in such
a small community, rumors quickly
get out of hand. Abstracts would dispel these rumors, they say.

p. _

matter, to file a sexual harassment process, the evidence in the case, the
complaint, or to serve as a witness in persuasiveness of the evidence, the conthe investigation of a sexual harasssistency of the testimony, and the credment complaint
ibility of the witnesses. The university
PROCEDURES
administrator will make a determination
Information, Counseling, and Infor- as to whether there was a violation of
mation Resolution—Anyone may seek policy, will take necessary action and will
advice, information or counseling on mat- inform the complainant and the responters related to sexual harassment without dent of the final disposition of the comhaving to lodge a formal complaint Such plaint In a case involving a complaint
informal discussions can be handled by against a student, the Dean of Students
the Co-Directors of Equal Employment will prepare a written report and will take
Opportunity Programs, Director of Hu- appropriate administrative action.
man Resources, College Masters, the
At any time afterfilinga formal comDean of Students, the Director of M inority plain, but before the Co-Director's report
Affairs, or the Director of International is submitted, or the Dean of Students has
Services.
taken action, either the complainant or
At this stage of the process, the person respondent if either person is an emseeking information and advice will be ployee or student of the University, may
counseled as to the options for action request that the Co-Director of EEOP or
available under this policy. To the extent the Dean of Students refer the matter to a
possible, information disclosed through
panel of inquiry.
this advising process will be held in conPanel ofInquiry—hi the beginning of
fidence, unless and until the initiating each academic year, a pool of faculty, staff
individual agrees that addition people and students will be created on the basis
must be informed in order to facilitate a of nominations from the Student Associasolution. Mediation or other appropriate tion, the Graduate Student Association,
action to address the situation and effect the Office of Human Resources and the
an informal resolution may be possible Faculty Council. The panels of inquiry are
without disclosing the identity of the ini- drawnfromthis pool, each panel compristiating individual. The aim of informal ing a chair plus four members, two male
complaint resolution is to ensure that the and two female, selected by the President
alleged offending behavior ceases and of the University as follows:
that the matter is resolved promptly at the
1) When both parties in a alleged
lowest possible level.
incident are students, the panel will
Formal Complaint Resolution—The comprise a faculty chair plus two faculty
filing of a formal complaint is required for and two student members.
the matter to be formally investigated and
2) When both parties are members of
a determination made as to whether a the faculty, the panel will be made up of
violation of the University policy prohib- faculty members. •
iting sexual harassment has occurred.
3) When both parties are members of
Formal complaint of sexual harass- staff, the panel will be made up of memment against a member of the faculty or bers of staff.
staff arefiledin writing with the Office of
4) When the parties are from different
Equal Employment Opportunity Pro- constituencies, the panel will have a facgrams (EEOP). Those wishing to bring ulty chair plus two members from each of
formal complaint of sexual harass- the two constituencies.
ment against a student should inform
With respect to complaints brought
the Dean of Students who will either by third parties, it is not the employee or
refer the case to the University Court student status of the complainant but
or, with the concurrence of the Chair rather the status of the subjects of the
of the University Review Board, will complaint that will determine the comassume original jurisdiction. The Co- position of the panel.
Director of EEOP or the Dean of
The chair will normally be non-voting,
Students receiving the complaint will but will cast the tie-breaking vote when
conduct a full, impartial and timely necessary.
investigation.
The purpose of the panel of inquiry is
A person bringing a formal comto determine, to the best of its ability, the
plaint alleging that unwanted sexual facts regarding the alleged sexual habehavior created a hostile environrassment The panel will hear the comment will be expected to show that the plainant the respondent, and witnesses
accused was on notice that the beidentified by each party, and will examine
havior was unwelcome or had no all evidence itdeems necessary. The rights
reason to believe that the behavior ofboth parties will be observed and privacy
would be welcome.
and confidentiality will be protected to
The Co-Director of EEOP or the Dean the extent possible
of Students, if she/he assumes original
At the conclusion of its investigation,
jurisdiction, will provide the respondent the panel will issue a written report to the
with awritten statement of the allegations, appropriate administrator. Specifically in
to which that individual will be required
case 1) above, the report will be forwarded
to respond in atimelymanner. During the -to the Dean of Students, in case 2) to the
course of the investigation the Co-Direc- Provost and in case 3) to the Vice Presitor or the Dean of Students will hear the
dent for Finance and Administration. In
complaint, the respondent and witnesses all other cases, the reports will be foridentified by each party. To the extent warded to the two appropriate adminispossible, complaints will be handled
trators. The panel's report will detail the
confidentially, with the facts made allegations, die evidence in the case, the
available only to those who have a persuasiveness of the evidence, the concompelling need to know for purposes sistency of the testimony, and the credof investigation or resolution.
ibility of the witnesses. The appropriate
At the conclusion of the investigation administrator (s) will determine whether
of a complaint against a faculty or staff there has been a violation of the
University's policy prohibiting sexual
member, the Co-Director of EEOP-will
present to the appropriate administrative harassment and will take whatever disofficial (s) a written report which will in- ciplinary action is indicated.
clude the allegations, the investigatory
George RuppTPresident

On November 18 and 19, Rice
University hosted the Texas State
Senate Interim Committee on
Health and Human Services engaged in Private Psychiatric Institutions and Guardianship Questions. The purpose of this subcommittee, headed by Senator
Moncrief (center)fromFort Worth
and staffed by Senator Zaffirini
(right) from Laredo and Senator
Harris from Arlington, was to investigate abuses within mental
health institutions. Seen above,
they are questioning Dr.
Hutchinson of Bellaire.
The committee considered two
main topics—guardianship and referrals. These questionsarose from

the main Senate committee on
Health and Human Services
headed by Senator Chet Brooks,
whose preliminary investigations,
sparked Dy local publicity of possible problems, determined that
this special subcommittee should
be formed and should tour the
state. Houston is the second stop
on the subcommittee's tour of the
state.
Rice University acquired the
distinction of hosting the subcomrffiree through no particular
lobbying efforts. The Senate Office
contacted Rice requesting use of
the facilities.
Information compiled by Jeff
Druck.
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If you can read this,
teach another to read
RSVP has initiated a free literacy
program for adults who want to learn
to read or who want to improve their
reading and writing skills. Each student volunteer is assigned one learner
who meets on campus once or twice
a week for one to two hour sessions.
Approximately 500,000 Houstonians
are illiterate. If you can read this, and
want to help, call RSVP at 527-4970.

Honor Council
Forum
The Honor Council will sponsor
an open forum to discuss concensus
penalties, general policies and more
specifically the recent "case #6" involving 28 students in a lower level
science class. The forum will be held
Monday, November 25 at 7 p.m. in
Herring Hall 124.

Faculty named to
endowed chairs
Anne Schnoebelen of the Shepherd School of Music and Richard
Tapia of the Mathematics departments have been named to endowed
chairs of their respective depart-

ments. Schnoebelen, who has been a
Rice faculty member since 1974, specializes in 17th and 18th century
Bolognese music and history, performance practice, Beethoven and
Bach. Tapia came to Rice in 1970. His
work includes algorithms for constrained optimization problema and
interior point methods for linear programs. Tapia is also the founder of
Rice Association of Mexican-American Students.

Ben and Jerry's
brings ice cream and
a message
Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream company of Vermont is bringing their
'environmentally aware'trailer to Rice
this Friday for a Vaudeville show and
free ice cream. The trailer runs on
gasoline but when the performance
takes place, all of the sound equipment and lighting will be solar powered. The group will perform twice
on November 22 at 12:15 p.m. and
4:30 p.m. in the Jones intramural field.
" [Ben and Jerry's] wanted to bring
this environmentally conscious
message to the schools in Houston
and so they're coming to Rice," said
Nikki Culpepper .Jones college social
coordinator.

Abortion

agnosis and treatment of disease and
pregnancy tests. These clinics now
FROM PAGE 1.
serve 4 million women."
coming up to be voted on, which will
Information passed out at the
actually get rid of the gag rule," said campaign included an explanation of
Allen.
the controversial bill.
This billwould permanently allow
The flyer distributed by Rice for
discussing abortion in federally Choice said, "HR 2707, the laborfunded family planning clinics by "re- HHS Appropriations Bill which has
storing non-directive options coun- been approved in different versions
seling and referrals in the clinics," by the House and the Senate, includes
according to the literature distrib- language that prohibits spending to
uted by Planned Parenthood. This implement the Title X Gag Rule.
bill has already passed the Senate
A conference Committee resolved
and may be voted on by the House other differences. The House passed
sometime next session.
the Conference Report 272-156; the
Raneri is confident that this bill Senate passed it 72-25.
will not be passed. "If they couldn't
"The President has promised to
get this one, I don't see why they veto the bill. It then returns to Conshould be able to get the other one gress for the moment of truth and an
confirmed," asserted Raneri
override vote. Both House and SenThe Rice Pro-Life Movement ate leadership are committed to an
completed a letter writing project in all-out override effort which will reearly October, asking representatives quire two-thirds of the House (291
not to allow tax money to be used for votes) and Senate (67 votes)"
abortion counseling.
Allen explained further, "This
Lobbying, however, is difficult for [bill] gave Title X funds to federally
the group, according to Raneri, who funded clinics and said that none of
said, "Students in our district don't this money would be used to implehave much pull. The representative ment the Gag rule."
is so radical."
The Rice Pro-Life Movement,
"He is one of onlyfivesponsors of which supports the President's veto,
a bill that would make Roe v. Wade has a different view of the bill. "The
federal law. We can write letters all bill is about federally funded family
day and he won't change his posi- planning clinics and we do not contion," Raneri said. Rice's district is sider abortion a form of family planrepresented by Congressman Mike ning." said Raneri.
Andrews.
She criticized the pro-choice position on the bill, "Planned Parenthood talks about 'free speech,' when
More background
Title X is a part of the Public Health they'regoingto lose30 million dollars
and Human Services Act of 1970, with this bill."
"They talk about doctor-client reestablishing federally funded health
lations when the girl who goes in
care clinics for women.
According to Susan Nenny of doesn't see a doctor until she's under
Planned Parenthood, " They serve anesthesia on the operating table,"
primarily poor women, offering di- she said.

Leapherwood

quick to add that Boorom's shoes
will be tough tofill,though. According to Britton, Boorom had often
FROM PAGE 1.
spent 12 hours a day fulfilling his
comtive to students," she said.
duties
that ranged from food and
Hicks also felt that commitment
to the students was a crucial charac- menu preparation and supervision of
teristic for the new director, for he all eight college kitchens and central
says that although the final stages of kitchen to working with college food
the selection process were the most representatives on an individual badifficult, "I think it really boiled down sis.
Hicks has for the most part perto who wouldwork with the students
formed most of these r duties since
the most"
Britton commented on^the final the resignation of Boorom. He will
decision, "I'm really excited about it dontinue until late December or
I think it's going to be agood addtition January, when the new director is
to the Rice community." She was expected to take office.

Zoning
FROM PAGE 7

neighborhood, and another believed
that zoning should be put to a popular vote again. Lee responded that
this would serve as<a "unified
affirmation," but said she believed
that the council and the planning

department have been doing excellent work in seeking citizen linput].
In response to concern voiced by
an architectwho uses a neighborhood
house as his office, Ifristaponis
guaranteed that mixed use zoning
would probably be appropriate.
"Montrose will not become only
single-family residential," she said.

OFFICE OF STUDENT
ACTIVITIES
INVITES TOU TO ATTEND
THE

T H I R D ANNUAL

LEADERSHIP

RETREAT

Open to all officers and aspiring leaders of clubs,
organizations, and colleges.
Leave Friday Jan 17, and return Sunday Jan 19.

A

Good folk, good food, good fun!
Space is limited, so mark your calendars now and
register early.
Pick u p and fill out the registration form in the
Office of Student Activities, RMC Cloisters
(ext. 4097), or drop by for more information.
^

Forms must be turned in before December 6.

BOSTON CONSULTING GROUP
The Boston Consulting Group offers a unique developmental
opportunity for a select group of outstanding college
graduates. • Associates assume professional responsibilities
as fully integrated members of teams working on client business
problems. • BCG's two-year associate program provides
unparalleled training and experience in the range of business
consulting tasks including research, analysis, field interviewing,
client presentations.

Only a limited number of candidates can be interviewed. Selection
criteria include superior academic performance, strong quantitative
aptitude, leadership traits and excellent communication skills.

Interested students, please send resumes, photocopy of transcripts
and board scores (SAT, GMAT, ACT) by January 10th to:

Ms. Victoria Griffin
Placement Coordinator
Career Services- Center

Auckland • Boston • Chicago • Dusseldorf • Hong Kong • London
Los Angeles • Madrid • Melbourne • Milan • Munich • New York • Paris
San Francisco • Stockholm • Sydney • Tokyo • Zurich
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Teaching Virtue

Speech written for the Boston University Institute for Philosophy and Religion, to
appear in Volume XIV of Boston University Studies in Philosophy and Religion: Can
Virtue Be Taught? Essays in the Philosophy of Education. LeroyS. Rouner, General
Editor. The University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, IN. 1994.

an Virtue Be Taught?" I admire the audacity of the Institute in
I addressing this age-old question, and I n o t e that the series of lectures
includes considered a t t e n t i o n to the distinguished history of refleci tion o n t h e issues involved. T h e r e is m u c h to learn from that history.
But the debate also continues in our o w n day.
In some cases, this c o n t i n u i n g reflection echoes t h e voices of our forbears, for
example in discussions of the teaching of ethics in professional schools. In other
cases the connections are less immediately evident, though perhaps the more
intriguing as a result. O n e arresting example of our current cultural life is the
controversy surrounding so-called "political correctness." In my remarks, I will
focus on this controversy because I t h i n k it provides a n illuminating angle of vision
o n the age-old question that this series of lectures is addressing.

Ironies and Confusions in Uses of the Term "Political Correctness"
Ironies abound in the current uses of the term "political correctness." Those
w h o attack their opponents for allegedly attempting to impose politically correct
views themselves advocate the centrality of what they present as a long-established c o m m o n culture. In terms borrowed from dissension in religious communities, defenders of the faith (as defined in accordance with long-established
authorities) charge heretics with imposing orthodoxy. It is as if the culturally
normative were to designate the socially deviant as politically correct.
Part of the explanation for such paradoxical formulations lies in the recognition that the debates about political correctness are directed at one and the same
time to quite different audiences and that the debaters themselves simultaneously
participate in multiple communities. Roger Kimball's Tenured Radicals: How
Politics Has Corrupted Our Higher Education (published in 1990) already calls
attention to the multiple audiences in its title, which suggests the c o n t e n t i o n
elaborated in the book: counterculture critics whom the larger society repudiated
after the 1960s have prevailed in colleges and universities and in the process their
political agenda has corrupted higher education. Similarly, in his May 6, 1991,
Newsweek column, entitled "Curdled Politics o n Campus," George Will contrasts
"the campuses" with "the real-world politics of the larger society":
T h e enforcers of political correctness..., having been trounced in the realworld politics of the larger society, are attempting to make campuses into
ministates that do what the W e s t e r n tradition inhibits real states from doing:
imposing orthodoxies, (p. 72.)
Dinesh D'Souza writes in t h e same vein—albeit with less modesty about the
influence of those outside the campuses—in his April 1, 1991, article in Forbes.
H e ends his essay (entitled " T h e Visigoths in Tweed") with an appeal to his
readers:
Resistance on campus to the academic revolution is outgunned and sorely
needs outside reinforcements... Keep abreast of what is going o n and d o n ' t be
afraid to raise your voice and even to close your wallet in protest. Our Western,
free-market culture need n o t provide the rope to hang itself, (p. 86.)
Such references to "the real-world politics of the larger society" and "our
Western, free-market culture" are helpful in drawing attention to the overalls
context for allegations of political correctness. However influential the views so
characterized may be o n the campuses, those w h o charge that they amount to an
imposed orthodoxy in the academy clearly take them to reflect positions that are
out of favor in the society at large. Indeed, the triumphalism in their celebration
of their own dominance in the larger society and their enlisting of that larger
society in their battle against this alleged new orthodoxy o n campus raise
questions as to how committed the critics of political correctness are to the free
and unfettered inquiry that they invoke as at the heart of liberal learning.
In any case, debates about political correctness fake place in a context that
includes not only the multiple cultural traditions represented in the academy and
its disciplines but also the further contrast between the campuses and the larger
society. As a result, the debates concern such issues as the ways in which societies
are fundamentally racist, the degree to which long-established patriarchal patterns define opportunities for women, alternative approaches to the study of
Asian, African, and Latin American cultural traditions, and t h e extent to which
historical relativism calls into question claims to absolute truth. But the debates
also reflect and are fueled by underlying disagreements between d o m i n a n t
tendencies in the larger society and dissenting voices that may have a proportionately larger representation on the campuses. In sum, the charge of political
correctness is at the same time an attempt to counter campus-based criticism of the
prevailing consensus in the larger society.
This fact about the deployment of forces in the society as a whole does not in
itself determine the merit of the opposing views. In this setting the claims of the
critics of political correctness to the status of an oppressed and besieged minority
do, however, ring a little hollow—the more so in view of the formidable array of
media that provide amplification for their allegedly suppressed positions. Similarly, when the critics charge that political correctness amounts to "a new
McCarthyism," they wield a two-edged sword. T h e y allege that campus radicals
are imposing their own orthodoxy o n their students and other colleagues. A t the
same time, they call for pressure to bring campus-based dissent into line with the
d o m i n a n t views of the larger society. T h e question is: which of these two threats
is more aptly labelled "a new McCarthyism T
T o consider how charges of a new McCarthyism cut in more t h a n one direction
requires not only awareness of the ironies in uses of the term "political correctness"
but also examination of confusions in the controversies themselves. T h e controversies are as confusing and as confused as they are because they concern at least
three interconnected and overlapping sets of issues that can and should be
distinguished but all too often are more or less deliberately conflated. T h e three
sets of issues emerge at successive levels o n a continuum from the concrete to the
abstract. First, there is the particular practical experience of contemporary
communities that include members from diverse cultural traditions. T h e n there
is reflection as to the role of the W e s t or Western traditions in this multicultural
context. Final ly, there is the general theoretical question of the status of any claims
to express or represerff f h e truth.
These three sets of issues certainly bear o n each other. T h e challenge that
multiculruralism poses affects alternative approaches to the history of Western
traditions and the continuing role of those traditions in a pluralistic world.
Conversely, Western ideas and movements committed to civil rights and h u m a n
freedom have deeply influenced advocates of multiculturalism, even in cases when
that advocacy includes denigration of the West. Debates about the role of the
W e s t and the challenge of multiculturalism in turn also clearly have implications
for attempts to assert the truth of one or another position. In short, the three sets
of issues are interconnected and do overlap. T h e issues are, however, sufficiently
distinct or at least distinguishable that examining each one in turn may clarify at
least some of the confusion that the term "political correctness" has engendered.

The Challenge of Multiculturalism

"Political Correctne
In the context of the larger society and its dominant traditions, the fact of a
plurality of cultural positions challenges prevailing patterns of thought and action
to attend to submerged currents. More t h a n most other institutions, colleges and
universities have risen to this challenge. T h e result is those much maligned
intellectual and social initiatives collectively denigrated as "victim studies": AfroAmerican, Mexican-American, Native American, and other ethnic studies;
women studies; gay and lesbian studies. Also implicated are attempts to broaden
the almost exclusively Western focus of traditional academic disciplines so that
African, Asian, and Latin American perspectives begin to be represented as well.
T h e r e is certainly m u c h room for vigorous debate about the intellectual quality
of the academic programs that have developed in response to the challenge of
multiculturalism. But one role of such studies is undeniable: they serve to call into
question the tendency toward uncritical celebration of established patterns that
is inherent in the d o m i n a n t stratum of every society. N o t surprisingly, that
questioning role is often less t h a n welcome. M e n prefer not to hear about how
different the world looks from the perspectives of women. T h e majority is quite
content to assume it can do justice to the views of various minorities. EuroAmerican traditions are already enormously complex without the limitless further
variables of Asian, African, and Latin American attitudes and orientations.
T h e tensions that such multiple perspectives engender concern more t h a n
exclusively intellectual issues. T h e changing demographics both of t h e campus
and of the larger society assure that new areas of academic inquiry are n o t without
constituencies to encourage them. At the same time, both die areas of study and
experiences o n the campuses have implications for public policy.
Certainly b o t h the campuses and the larger society would be more tranquil
without the stresses of multiculturalism. N o t only education but also the rest of
social life would be less challenging if in fact America had a single c o m m o n culture
available for all to celebrate. But that is not the case. O n e of the great strengths
of this country has been the capacity to forge a shared identity out of the
differences that are integral to A m e r i c a n life. T h o s e differences are perhaps
greater today t h a n ever before. A t least more Americans are more acutely aware
of differences t h a n at many times in t h e past. T h e challenge is t o c o n t i n u e to
incorporate new contributions into a larger shared identity rather t h a n to presume
that a c o m m o n culture is simply there t o be celebrated.
In the arena of international competitiveness, the multicultural character of
the U n i t e d States may at first seem, and may in fact initially be, a significant
disadvantage over against such more homogeneous societies as G e r m a n y and
Japan. After all, goals across the entire spectrum of social attainments, certainly
including education and training, are more readily reached when there is a
common language and culture. Yet the capacity t o incorporate difference without
insisting that it be harmonized, muted, even suppressed, can also be an even
greater strength in the world of t h e future t h a n it has been in the past. T h e U n i t e d
States certainly has far from an unblemished record on this score. But this society
has developed structures that provide legal protection against discrimination o n
the basis of minority status, that allow considerable social mobility, and that press
for cultural tolerance. W h i l e those achievements are far from perfect, they point
the way to what will be required more and more in a multicultural world.
In its capacity to incorporate difference within its own society, America
compares favorably with competitors. Consider, for example, the difficulties that
Germany has had in accepting Greek and Turkish laborers as permanent residents
or that Japan has had in treating its Korean minority equitably. In understanding
and appreciating other cultural traditions o n their own terms Americans have,
however, been far less effective. N o doubt a major reason for deficiencies in this
regard is the status of English as the leading international language. But that fact
only renders the global challenges of multiculturalism all t h e more formidable, n o t
least for the educational institutions t h a t will have t o d o far better in the teaching
of language and culture.
T o engage with utmost seriousness the challenge of multiculturalism is crucial
not only for developing a shared identity within this country but also to allow
effective interaction with other societies. T o meet this challenge is critical for
American society as a whole. T h a t they have attempted to rise to this challenge
is a credit t o colleges and universities, even if they have fallen far short of
definitively meeting it. Insofar as those w h o assail w h a t they term "political
correctness" target multiculturalism, they are therefore attacking a set of developments that is crucial for the h e a l t h and future vitality of this society. This
assault must be resisted as an exercise in nostalgia for an era in which a relatively
homogeneous majority culture was unquestionably d o m i n a n t and presumed to be
universally shared. T h a t era is over, and assaults o n what the majority culture
ironically calls "political correctness," n o matter how intense or prolonged, will
never bring it back even if that were desirable.
T o defend the aims of multiculturalism is certainly not yet to rebuff in its
entirety the attack o n political correctness. W h i l e multiculturalism has been one
of the labels pinned on developments that critics of political correctness oppose,
some of its goals have nonetheless been defended. Even so vigorous a critic of
political correctness as Dinesh D'Souza, in the most sharply worded of his recent
pieces, namely the essay in the April 1, 1991, issue of Forbes, allows for "benign
goals such as pluralism and diversity":
N o controversy, of course, about benign goals such as pluralism or diversity, but
there is plenty of controversy about how these goals are being pursued, (p. 82.)
T h e "of course" is more t h a n a little disingenuous, at least for many of the critics
of political correctness, whose tolerance for pluralism and diversity often seems
quite slight. Still, insofar as the goal of accommodating pluralism and diversity is
accepted, the line of attack against political correctness shifts frofft multiculturalism
as such to the other two sets of issues I have identified: the role of Western
traditions and the status of truth claims.

The Role of Western Traditions
T h e challenges of multiculturalism and the role of Western traditions have
been linked very directly in what are in any case always contentious discussions,
namely deliberations about the structure of undergraduate general education
requirements. As so often happens because of the tendency of the media to pick
up stories from each other and thereby to amplify their impact o n public
perceptions, one case has received disproportionate attention: the curriculum
revision at Stanford University that moved into the spotlight beginning in early
1988. As Roger Kimball observes in Tenured Radicals, it is "perhaps t h e most
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notorious case involving c a n o n revision" (p. 27)J
I am reluctant to continue the partem of
excessive a t t e n t i o n t o t h e Stanford curriculum re\
in the media has been so fundamental ly misinforrl
that at least cursory consideration of it is unavoi|
criticisms levelled against political correctness,
use as an illustration, the Stanford case may serve |
criticism of political correctness for allegedly unci
Ironically Stanford is not one of the ArneriJ
established required sequence of cour-es in W |
example, St. John's College, Columbia • Jniversir
Instead since 1980 Stanford has requin c that fresl
different year-long sequences or tracks 1 lie n a m {
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Values, Technology, Science, and SOCK ty; S t r u t ]
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at Stanford.
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review of the program conducted over al nost twol
stories reported or at least implied, a hast respons|
fact t h a t there were some students whe along
hey, ho, ho, W e s t e r n culture's got to t >" was,
media as a causal explanation for the J anges.)
Faculty Senate voted approval of the ,:cc
implementation in the 1988-89 academic year.
In terms of overall structure, the ch nges in |
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C h a n g e — w a s dropped. In the initial ye r of the i
o n an experimental basis. Entitled "Eur pe and
full approval after its first year. In that rst year]
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My purpose is n o t t o assess the speci'i strengtj
curriculum revision at Stanford. It is in ead to
most frequently cited instances in in ictmenl
allegedly abolishing great books curric la and
about W e s t e r n civilization. Tried ( n hose c |
Stanford program certainly is n o t one rf guilr
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judgment of J o h n Searle, a professor f hilosop
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the partem of what I chink can fairly be called
ford c u r r u u l u m revision. But much of the discussion
l e n t a I ly in is informed or e v e n deliberately distorted
lion of it is unavoidable for any engagement of the
leal correctness. In any case, in view of its widespread
T>rd case may serve to focus the issues involved in the
is for allegedly undermining Western traditions,
pne of the American universities that has a long1 of cour-es in Western civilization—as have, for
lumbid Jniversity, and the University of Chicago,
s required that freshmen select o n e out of eight quite
Ir tracks i h e names of the tracks indicate how great
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| d faculty ask force submitted recommendations for
prog- i i. T h e recommendations were based on a
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jfor the cl anges.) In the spring of 1988 the Stanford
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linue in t le new program. Only o n e — C o n f l i c t and
Jtnitia! y e :r of the new program, one track was added
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In tha! ;rst year, it enrolled fewer than fifty of the
It also attracted the most media attention because it
| from tht: previous Western culture program.
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Ijnificanr >hift from the courses that preceded it. For
to be v ks c o m m o n to all eight tracks, the number
readings in the predecessor program. T o be specific,
/e author or works (the Bible, Aristotle, Shakespeare,
^ned it! 11 eight tracks; three more (Augustine,
in sevo , of the eight tracks; four more (Descartes,
ito) in si v tracks; and five more (Euripides, Dante,
| e r ) in fiv< tracks.
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garnered him repeated accolades from the critics of
)ite his sharp critique of trends in the humanities and
rh Kimball's journalistic attack, Searle offers a judgStanford i urriculum that is not only exculpatory but
is his v r : ict on the seven tracks that have continued
ram:
rracks loik to me like a slight improvement o n the
Iture, 1xh a use they retain enough of the core readings
se of flu original is not lost, and at the same time they
tngs from outside the European tradition, (p. 39.)
commentary on the eighth track, Europe and the
id evaluation of this sequence offer a refreshingly
nowled)•( s the potential for distortion in the course
>st hysteru al exaggerations featured in attacks on the
< tended . iteration is necessary to capture a sense of the
e lerneni s of European canon remain, but they are read
Anient an American Indian, and African-American
resents ;> genuinely radical change from the earlier
ost objei tions from Kimball and other commentators,
me can make a fairly strong case for the new course on
>f eight tracks, it is not necessarily a bad thing to have
ropean civilization is taught as simply o n e civilization
not seem ro rne at all worrying that Aristotle and

Tocqueville are taught along with Frantz Fanon. Of course, as with all courses it
ail depends o n how the course is taught. Yet e v e n if we assume that the organizers
have political goals, as I suppose they do, one of the most liberating effects of
"liberal education" is in coming to see one's o w n culture as one possible form of
life and sensibility among others; and the reading lists for the new course suggest
that such an outcome is likely. Also, it is important to keep reminding ourselves
that students are not just passive receptacles. In my experience, students are good
at arguing back at professors, and indeed that is in large part what professors arc
for: to argue with. S o my general impression from observing events at Stanford is
that reports of the demise of "culture," Western or otherwise, in the required
Western course at Stanford are grossly exaggerated. If I were a freshman at
Stanford, I might well be tempted to take "Europe and the Americas." (p. 39.)
Searle's commentary is illuminating because it helps to sharpen the focus on
what most troubles thoughtful critics of developments in recent scholarship and
teaching in the humanities. It does so by indicating clearly what are not the central
issues. N o t the central issue is inclusion of works from outside European traditions,
even if the result is a smaller number of c o m m o n Western readings in core courses.
Indeed, this inclusion may well contribute greater awareness of the distinctive
identity of Western traditions through comparison and contrast with others. Also
not central as an issue in itself is the teaching of European traditions "as simply one
civilization among others" or "one's o w n culture as one possible form of life and
sensibility among others." Nor is the central issue a stance of criticism over against
Western traditions. In sum, pluralism as such, e v e n if it eventuates in criticism of
established beliefs and practices, is n o more the crux of the matter in considering
the role of Western traditions in curricula than it is in addressing the challenges
of multiculturalism. Instead of pluralism as such, the central issue is disagreement
as to the very nature of the intellectual enterprise, w h i c h in turn entails quite
different approaches to claims to express or represent truth.

The Question of Truth
This contention—namely, that the crucial issue in debates not only about core
curricula but also about multiculturalism entails disagreements as to the status of
truth claims—no doubt fuels all of our apprehensions that whatever may be
concrete or down-to-earth in this array of concerns is about to evaporate into a fog
of abstractions. I acknowledge that danger. But I am also convinced that elucidating alternative approaches to truth claims will in turn clarify such contentious
subjects as codes to regulate offensive speech and the relationship of pedagogy to
advocacy.
Certainly not all of the developments packaged together with the label
"political correctness" in fact constitute a single and unified movement. T h e
internal contradictions in the ways critics characterize political correctness are at
first glance nowhere more evident than o n the question of access to truth. O n the
one hand, political correctness is charged with subscribing to an unqualified
relativism, notably in such trends as deconstructionism, a relativism that collapses
the very distinction between true and false. O n the other hand, political correctness is alleged to be completely intolerant of deviations from proper attitudes on,
for example, issues of race, gender, and class.
Yet despite initial impressions, there are significant connections among quite
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disparate developments and apparently contradictory positions. Deconstruct ion ist
literary theory does seem unavoidably to entail an unqualified relativism insofar
as it succeeds in allowing n o judgments as to adequacy from outside the interpreted
texts themselves. This relativism is reinforced by attacksonso-calIed"logocentrism,"
w h i c h by definition resist any appeals to rational criteria and indeed portray
Western rationalism as oppressive. T h a t line of attack is consistent w i t h feminist
and ethnic criticism of the dominance of elite white male culture. From there
follows insistence on a more fairly representative curriculum. T h i s reduction of
intellectual arguments to the influence of political constituencies in turn may be
hospitable to administratively mandated codes to regulate acceptable behavior
and e v e n speech.
1 do not contend that all of those connections are necessary ones. But the
disparate developments that the label "pol itical correctness" packages together d o
coexist in contemporary campus life and do in some ways reinforce each other.
T h e y do so not only because they are all out of step with the prevailing consensus
in the broader society but also because they share a critical stance toward the
dominant historical patterns of interpretation of Western traditions. Insofar as
that shared critical stance is based o n unqualified relativism, it is, however,
inadequate. Accordingly, a more robust approach to the question of truth may lead
to quite different areas of both agreement and disagreement.
In reading the opinion columns and articles and books of the critics of political
correctness, it is striking how consistently post-structuralist literary theory and
deconstructionism are cited as indicators of the crisis in the recent trends of
scholarship in the humanities. This frequent citation no doubt results in part from
the tendency of the various accounts to borrow, repeat, and thereby amplify the
same series of themes. It is, however, also remarkably the case that influential
discussions of such questions as the status of truth claims frequently do develop
from work in literary criticism or literary theory. Indeed, the rubric "theory" has
become a mark of distinction for members of literature depamnents w h o thereby
signal their conviction that their approach to interpreting texts has profound
ramifications for all attempts to understand cultural artifacts, w h i c h of course
includes any and all claims to knowledge.
There is much that is of interest in such discussions. Careful reflection o n the
hermeneutics of texts in fact may illuminate other forms of knowing or claims t o
truth. Examination of how a particular text has been read over time, h o w variously
it has been understood, and h o w its institutional status and cultural influence have
changed may lead to remarkable insights not only about historical developments
but also about the process of interpretation.
This ongoing work in literary theory is, moreover, broadly c o n s o n a n t with
other, for the most part earlier, developments in such fields as linguistics, cultural
anthropology, the sociology of knowledge, the history of science, legal theory, a n d
philosophy. In this range of fields there certainly are developments that reinforce
each other in undermining claims to have attained disinterested, objective, a n d
universal truth. In short, there is very widespread acceptance across such disciplines of some form of cultural relativism over against scientific positivism or other
kinds of absolutist positions.
T h e recognition of the fact that truth claims are historically conditioned
certainly opens up significant lines of inquiry. It calls attention to the ways in
which knowledge that is generally accepted expresses and reinforces existing
power relations, and it also questions whether and how claims to neutrality in
knowing may mask vested interests. But fruitful as such lines of inquiry may be, t h e
fact of cultural relativity that underlies them is scarcely a new discovery.
Nor does recognition of the fact ofcultural relativity across an impressive range
of disciplines warrant a presumption of unqualified relativism in the practice of
those disciplines. Cultural anthropology strives to understand each particular
community in its own terms. But the aim is, to use Clifford Geertz's rubric, "thick
description," characterization that captures as fully as can be attained the nuances
of the culture described. In short, there are more and less adequate interpretations,
and the relative adequacy is not independent of die data available. Perhaps n o
discipline is more aware of the relativity of truth claims than the sociology of
knowledge. But here too the aim is to identify die interests and power relations
SEE RUPP, PAGE 12

Many praise speech; critical commentary unavailable
monolithic image of "political cor- "just. untrue and silly."
rectness."
Special Assistant to the President
In a phone interview, Associate and Associate Dean of the Divinity
The Boston University Insitute for Dean for Academic Affairs at Harvard School at Harvard University
Philosophy and Religion, headed by University Clarissa Atkinson agreed Constance Buchanan said in a phone
Leroy S. Rouner, invited President that Rupp's speech explained how interview that Rupp's paper "adGeorge Rupp to present a paper as the label 'political correctness* "cov- dresses the intellectual problem bepart of its twenty-third annual lecture ers some very different kinds of hind the debate of so-called 'political
series, titled "On Education: Can things." She said that no one else has correctness'."The problem, shesaid,
Virtue Be Taught?" The question, published work "in dissecting the is with "truth claims and how their
"Can Virtue BeTaught?", comes from pieces of the puzzle" and that "that's adequacy is assessed." She admired
Plato's Protagoras and Menos. Rupp what President Rupp accomplished Rupp's speech because it "lays out
delivered the speech last week.
very well."
that problem in intellectual terms."
In the past, she argued, people
Buchanan also said that
Executive Vice President and
Provost of Boston University Jon have tried to respond to 'political cor- Westling's response to Rupp's speech
Westling served as commentator and
delivered a prepared response which
'It was the liveliest discussion we have ever
was "strongly critical" of Rupp's
speech, according to Dean of the
School of Theology at Boston Unihad at an Institute lecture and the longest we
versity Robert C. Neville. Westling
chose not to send his remarks to the
have ever allowed one to run.'
Thresher and declined to comment
Rouner said in a phone interview
that a "very lively debate" followed
Westling's remarks. Rouner said that redness' as a single entity. She said was based on a misunderstanding.
the debate was perhaps the result of this is misleading, since 'political "Westling did to Rupp what most
a misunderstand ing of Rupp's speech correctness" is not just one thing. As critics of 'political correctness' try to
by Westling and others. "It was the a result of previous misunderstand- do", she said. These critics, she arliveliest discussion we have ever had ing, she considers earlier discussio ns gued, "want to charge that certain
at an Institute lecture and the longest about 'political correctness' to have new perspectives are being celwe have ever allowed one to run," been "destructive." She called Rupp's ebrated in the university."
said Rouner.
speech a "very positive step forward"
She said that Rupp in fact argued
Rouner chose to invite Rupp be- in terms of defining the terms for that the "celebration of any perspeccause of his ties to the institute from future debate.
tive has no place in the university",
his time in Boston and because "this
She claimed that Westling "ig- because "celebration is not the busiwas an issue that was dear to his nored what Rupp had accomplished ness of the university." Instead, she
heart" Given the general theme of in his careful work." She continued, said that Rupp's point was that "the
the series, Rupp chose to discuss "[Westling] basically didn't listen to mission of the university is to chal"political correctness." Rouner said anything that President Rupp said." lenge and critically assess all knowlthat Rupp wanted tofightthe popu lar She said Westling's remarks were edge without giving unquestioned

by Mark David Schoenhals

—Leroy S. Rouner

authority to any perspective."
Neville commented in a phone
interview that he believed most
people agreed with Rupp's pointabout
multiculturalism but that his section
on the Western Tradition in the curriculum was "lost in the wind".
He agreed with others that
Westling "misinterpreted President
Rupp's intent "He said that "Dr. Rupp
became defensive about that" and
"defended himself brilliantly" with
quotes from his own speech.
Neville said, however, that Rupp
did fail to address Westling's criticism about "the extent to which 'politically correct' attitudes are assumed
a priori and therefore determine the
outcome of research and teaching
from the beginning."
Neville said that although Rupp
agreed that we shouldn't prejudice
ourselves, he did not respond to this
alleged shortcoming in his speech
adequately.
Throughout the disagreement,
noted Neville, Westling made claims
about the possibility of "knowing
things with rather great certainty,"
whereas Rupp expressed his conviction that it was possible only to make
a "good case for what we believe to
be true."
About 90 people attended the lecture, which was advertised in the
Boston Globe and was "free and open
to the public." Although the evening
was reported to be filled with disagreement, Neville called it "a wonderful evening." Rouner said that
"everyone professed to have had fun."
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that shape knowledge in order more
adequately to understand the processes
involved in, to use the term that Peter
Berger and Thomas Luckmann have
popularized, "the social construction of
reality."
1 am acutely aware that rehearsing
such points amounts to belaboring the
obvious. But the claims of literary theorises and the criticisms those claims in
rurn elicit too often suggest that the
only alternatives are unqualified relativism on the one hand and some form
of absolutism on the other. This framing of the alternatives is not only inadequate to the practice of the fields to
which literary theory appeals. It also
cannot do justice to the vigorous debates within literary theory itself over
which approaches are more or less illuminating. Thus the very practice of the
disciplines at least tacitly denies unqualified relativism.
Such fields as the history of science
and philosophy entail systematic reflection on the adjudication of truth
claims and therefore address this set of
issues more explicitly. But notwithstanding the references to historians of
science and philosophers in the works
of literary theorists, there is little support to be garnered in those fields for
unqualified relativism. The history of
science, for example, does demonstrate
that there is over time no single objective and unchanging frame of reference
accepted by every disinterested observer. There are, to use the term that
has become ubiquitous since Thomas
Kuhn's The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, "paradigm shifts." The basis for
favoring one paradigm over another is
not, however, arbitrary preference. It is
instead precisely that one paradigm is
more adequate to the data than are the
alternatives.
Careful reflection on this set of issues in the history of philosophy over at
least the last two hundred years also
weighs heavily against posing the alternatives as a choice between absolutism
and unqualified relativism. Even the
most cursory survey of influential
streams of modern philosophy corroborates this point. For example, the tradirion of German idealist philosophy from
Kant on emphasizes the crucial role of
human interpretation in shaping
knowledge, but it also, virtually without exception, recognizes that human

apprehension depends on and strives to
be adequate to what is not yet fully
within the consciousness of the knower.
Similarly, while the tradition of the
po6t-positivist analytic philosophy in
Great Britain and the United States
rejects a correspondence theory of truth
in which individual terms refer directly
to independent realities, thinkers in
this tradition also painstakingly demonstrate how ordinary language captures and expresses experience and how
in contrast technical philosophical
terms may distort that experience. Finally, to take the instance that is perhaps most congenial to relativistic
claims, in the American tradition of
philosophical pragmatism, claims are
adjudicated by various forms of appeal
to the practical consequences of taking
them to be true; butsuch claims are still
more or less viable, depending on those
consequences and not simply on arbitrary personal or political preferences.
In sum, even scholarly disciplines
that most emphasize the historically
conditioned and culturally relative
character of all truth claims do not
subscribe to unqualified relativism. Instead, both in the actual practice of
their disciplines and in their systematic
reflection on this set of issues, they
exemplify what is required as an alternative both to unqualified relativism
and to scientific positivism or other
absolutist positions. That third option
has many forms or instances. But what
they all have in common is the insistence that judgments of relative adequacy are indispensable even if—or
better: precisely because—disinterested, neutral, objective, universal, or
absolute truth is not attainable.
The result is or at least should be
agreement that what traditionally is
referred to as the search or quest for
truth is not only appropriate but crucially significant, indeed central, to the
life of the academy. This search for
truth must be critical, including in particular self-criticism. It must also be
comparative in that it recognizes a plurality of truth claims that must be assessed for their relative adequacy. Finally, it must be continuous or ongoing, since fully adequate comprehension is always an ideal rather than an
achievement. However different it may
be from absolutist claims, this critical,
comparative, and continuous quest for
truth stands in sharp contrast as well to
those forms of unqualified relativism
that reduce all positions to personal or
political preferences and in principle

refuse to allow judgments of relative
adequacy.

Implications for the "P.C
Controversy: Two Instances
To recognize and affirm this ongoing process of critical and comparative
inquiry as central to the identity of
academic institutions sets the appropriate context for addressing the controversies involved in the charges of
political correctness. By way of conclusion, I will consider two instances of
such controversies: codes to regulate
offensive speech; and the relationship
of peda'gogy to advocacy. In so doing, I
will also draw together the several lines
of argument I have developed, in as
much as the first instance is a concern
generated from the campus experience
of multiculturalism and the second is
an issue in curricular debates.
Among the most disputed issues
emerging from the fact of diversity on
college and university campuses is the
question of whether or not to regulate
offensive speech directed against individuals or groups. A significant number
of institutions in fact do have codes
that originated in the early 1970s as a
response todisruptionsofspeeches that
were deemed insufficiently critical of,
or even apologetic for, American policies in Vietnam and elsewhere. Thus
the codes were designed to promote
free speech, for example by prohibiting
heckling or other disruptions that prevented a speakerfromhaving his or her
say. In contrast, more recent elaborations of speech codes have attempted
to forbid ethnic or racial or sexual epithets that insult or stigmatize individuals or small groups and may lead to
violence.
The opposite ends of a spectrum of
responses are easy to adjudicate. On the
indefensible end of the spectrum are
codes that go so far as to forbid "inappropriately directed laughter" and
"conspicuous exclusions of others from
conversations," to take extreme instances ofattempting to protect minority sensitivities. On the clearly appropriate end of the spectrum are proscriptions that simply restate the prohibition against "fighting words," that is,
assaultive or threatening behavior that
the Supreme Court has ruled is not
protected by the First Amendment
guarantee of free speech. But deciding
the easy cases representing the ends of
the spectrum still leaves the large area
between them.
Insofar as academic communities
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are guided by their commitment to the
ongoing process of critical and comparative inquiry, constraints on expression beyond thcee clearly sanctioned
by the Supreme Court face a heavy
burden of proof. Even the mc«t offensive speech may contribute to the exchange of ideas. Accordingly, unless
violence is directly threatened, the response called for is firm disagreement,
vigorous rebuttal, even eloquent denunciation—but not formal prohibition. This resistance to elaborating detailed codes with punitive sanctions for
violations is all the more important in
view of the subtle intimidation and
censorship that may already be at work
in colleges and universities where the
institutional culture officially and visibly provides programs to counter ethnic, racial, and sexual stereotypes. To
argue against codes that regulate hate
speech is certainly not to condone ethnic, racist, sexist, or other slurs. Nor
should resisting detailed codes be taken
to imply the position that the choice of
words and other symbols is in any way
a trivial or inconsequential or simple
matter. To argue against such codes is,
however, to maintain that freedom to
express even deeply offensive ideas is so
crucial for academic communities that
the risk of less than desired sensitivity
or even civility is a cost worth incurring
for the benefit of exchanges that are
unfettered, unless they degenerate into
assaultive or threatening behavior.
Insistence that academic institutions are centrally committed to ongoing critical and comparative inquiry
also provides an illuminating vantage
point for addressing a second controversy involved in the charges of political correctness. In this case the charge
is that the faculty members who are
intent on dismantling the canon heretofore at the heart of the Western culture curriculum are doing so in order to
indoctrinate their students with their
own radical cultural and political views.
Even a qu ite moderate critic like Donald
Kagen, Dean of Yale College, sounds
alarmist on this issue:
"The study of Western civilization
is under attack. We are told we should
not give a privileged place in the curriculum to the great works of its history
and literature. At the extremes of this
onslaught, the civilization, and its study,
is attacked because of its history of
slavery, imperialism, racial prejudice,
addiction to war, its exclusion of women
and people not of the white race from
its rights and privileges." (The New York
Times, May 4, 1991, p. 15.)
There is no doubt that significant
numbers of faculty who teach courses
in Western civilization are highly critical of flaws like those Kagen notes. It is
also true, as Kagen argues, that insofar
as it focuses exclusively on flaws, "the
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assault on Western civilization badly
distorts history." Here again the extreme case is easy to adjudicate: to
teach with the intention of systematically denigrating it as exclusively a tradition of oppression is irresponsible
pedagogy that rests on indefensible
scholarship.
But agreement in castigating the
limiting case of highly tendentious and
unbalanced representations that are
exclusively negative still leaves much
room for discussion. Certaiftly, as Kagen
argues, the substantial and distinctive
achievements that have shaped Westem civilization should be represented
not only as impressive attainments in
the past but also as values to be cherished and preserved. Yet equally certainly such courses should not become
uncritical celebrations of the West. As
Kagen himself notes in the same opinion column, "the Western heritage"
has as "one of its most telling characteristics" the "encouragement of criticism
of itself and its ways." Hence even the
critics of Western civilization themselves offer eloquent even if sometimes
unspoken testimony to the power of
libertarian traditions nourished in the
West—including the developments
that some of the sharpest contemporary critics advocate, feminism and the
movement for civil and human rights,
both of which emerged in the West to
exercise worldwide influence.
In realizing this aim of critical and
self-critical appreciation and even appropriation of the great range of Westem traditions, recent scholarly trends
in fact have substantial contributions
to offer. New historiographical methods have allowed the reconstruction of
how ordinary people, as distinguished
from intellectual and political elites,
lived in various periods. Feminist
scholars have focused attention on the
special situation of women in past eras.
Similarly, extensive scholarship has
been devoted to recovering narratives
and other data about the experience of
slaves and other repressed or minority
groups. Such studies provide arresting
data and intriguing hypotheses that may
indeed be more critical than traditional
accounts. At the same time, the recognition that all claims to knowledge are
registeredfromparticular locations and
that therefore there is no completely
objective or disinterested or neutral
standpoint appropriately leads to questioning any and every established pattern of interpretation. All in all, there
are excellent prospects for lively interaction among quite different perspectives—interaction that, whatever the
intentions of individual participants,
almost certainly will lead to a critical
and self-critical appreciation of the
powerful traditions that have shaped
the West.
This lively interaction is, of course,
precisely what a community committed to ongoing critical and comparative inquiry should welcome. That
teachers ajid scholars are engaged vigorously in their subjects and even advocate definite positions can be entirely
consistent with responsible pedagogy.
Such advocacy is more likely to be
responsible if it is acknowledged rather
than disguised; proponents of definite
views can then be held accountable to
the requirement that the expression of
other positions be allowed and that
countervailing data not be suppressed.
As importantly, the academic community itself must execute its responsibility to assure that a range of interpretations is represented.
In executing this larger responsibility, colleges and universities face the
two quite different pressures that I referred to in my initial sketch of the
ironies in uses of the term "political
correctness." One is the tendency that
critics of political correctness characterize as an assault on the West by
disenchanted radicals who have lost
out in the politics of the larger society
and now seek to impose their views on
the campus community. The other is
the threat to marshall resources in order to press for acceptance on the campus and in particular among the faculty
of the prevailing wisdom of the society
at large. Those two quite different pressures recall the phrase "a new
McCarthyism" that has been deployed
indiscussionsofpoliticalcorrectness to
designate the enemy to be attacked, the
danger to be averted. The question
remains: which of the two dangers is
more accurately captured inthatphrase?
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Antonia and Jane explore envy in friendship
BY PATRICIA LIN
ANTONIA AND JANE
DIRECTED BY BEEBAN KIDRON

p

a c t u r e perfect, glamorous,
JLictu
successful Antonia McGill
sparks envy in nerdy Jane
Hartman's heart. Globe-trotting,
adventurous, whimsical Jane
leads the life that Antonia
secretly wishes she could have
had. Antonia bashes Jane's taste
in clothing; Jane bashes Antonia's
philosophy of life. Antonia steals
Jane's first true love and marries
him. Antonia wears Chanel; Jane
plays the sax. Antonia publishes
books; Jane discusses obscure
authors with the artsy crowd.
Antonia has a husband and son;
Jane disc jockeys for the local
senior citizen's home. Antonia is
into S & M; Jane has to read Iris
Murdoch aloud to arouse her
impotent boyfriend. How in the
world do two people who have so
little in common remain best
friends?
Easy. They only see each other
once a year.
Antonia and Jane documents
the heartache and guilt that
springs from the mutual jealousy
held between its two protagonists. Strange twists of plot and
ironic loops in action seem at
first superficial, but when you

Antonia (Saskia Reeves) flirts with Jane's (Iroelda Staunton) boyfriend, as her jealous 'best friend" looks on.

think about it, that's how life
works.
As their yearly meeting draws
close, Antonia and Jane spend
more and more time at their
shared therapist's office. Although they call each other best
friends, they hate each other. Jane
has what Antonia wants, and
Antonia has what Jane wants. It's
a classic case of never being
happy with what you've got.

But Antonia and fane is a
comedy. Laughs include a senior
citizens' dance and the song Wild
Thing, Antonia's wedding and its
one angry guest, an escaped
Jewish convict, Jane's close
encounter with a television,
Antonia's nightmarish movie
experience, and the famous taxi
thief. Don't worry; there's also
plenty of sex and dirty jokes.
Watch for a parody of 9 1/2

Weeks and a twelve-year old kid
with a library of bad punchlines.
But remember, Antonia and Jane
was made for British television;
it's not overboard.
Since it was made for the BBC,
American viewers have a
refreshing unfamiliarity with
actor's faces. Imelda Staunton
(Jane Hartman) and Saskia Reeves
(Antonia McGill), both celebrated
actresses in British theater, are

not often seen on U.S. screens.
They are a great change of pace
from today's overload of Kim
Basinger, Michelle Pfeiffer, Julia
Roberts, and other blond/redhead
bombshells, not to mention the
fact that Staunton and Reeves
have terrific accents. Bill Nighy
(Antonia's husband, Howard
Nash) and Richard Hope (Jane's
boyfriend, Norman Beer) also
spell relief from the American
preoccupation with cliched actors
like Keanu Reeves, Patrick
Swayze, and Sylvester Stallone.
Antonia and fane is definitely
a must see. Director Beeban
Kidron and writer Marcy Kahan
are wonders at representing life
humorously. If the action doesn't
get to you, the sentimentality
will. This movie is an excellent
study of the constraints and
power of friendship.
Antonia and fane is showing
at the River Oaks theater.
Playing in conjunction with the
film is a short animated piece
commenting on the life of zoo
animals. Creature Comfort
is
directed by N i c k Park and
animated by Aardman
Animations, known in the
United States for Peter
Gabriel's video Sledgehammer.
It is a hilarious piece, with
pumas, polar bears, chickens,
turtles, and koala bears
voicing their opinions about life
in the zoo (actually a dubbed-in
interview with people in a
London Housing Project!.

Live dies, Zevon thrives
BY ERIC H A H N

"o there I was, waist deep in
fixer in the Thresher darkroom.
The fumes were a load of fun, but
somehow I felt unfulfilled. I
needed more. I was an empty
husk of a man, crying out for that
certain something, that certain
jenny sayqua to make my life
complete.
"Why don't you review some
albums?" offered the Mighty
A&E Editor, deftly reducing her
own workload. "We've got two
new ones in."
So here it was. The answer to
my problems. I would become a
"Music Critic." I donned a black
leather jacket, a shaggy blond wig
and some black jeans a la Ross
Grady, then sat down with my
C D player and acid pen. I was
ready to ream.
I popped in the first disk,
Warren Zevon's Mr. Bad Example. Bad example? Well, no.
My first reaction to the first track
was "not bad. A tad redundant,
but not bad."
There's even a naughty
genital-related word in track one,
which I sampled onto an endlessloop cassette tape and took to the
bingo parlor in my jam box. The
blue haired ladies ran screaming

II
Album Review
right. As with many of the songs
on the album, Zevon's style of
reasonably un-synthesized rock
that normal people could play in
a music store during a power
failure does bear a resemblance to
the same kind of sounds that
Bowie used to crank out and that
Petty currently does. It sounds
like Zevon is supposed to sound,
so there's no great revelation or
rebirth here. I personally found
the catchy beats and mostlymajor chords quite enjoyable.
I thought the entity creation
feature was really neat. It also
made the reviewing process
m u c h easier. "Sounds like Bowie.
No, Petty. No, Bob Dylan."
Whoever appeared, I would just
write their name down prefixed
by "Bears the influence of" or
"Reminiscent of" and that'd be
that.
Then some guy I couldn't
identify popped out of the
machine. Obviously some
obscure influence or similarsounding gentleman I just hadn't
run across before. So, some of the

If you've the desire to quietly eat some
brie and bagels in your condo while
wearing your old classic rock concert
shirts, Mr. Zevon is right up your alley.
into the night. Life is fun
sometimes.
But hey, what else to do? I hit
the "living embodiment creation" button on my
Soundwizard 666 C D player, a
nifty little extra that creates
living entities based on musical
influences in the track being
played. As I slipped into "Suzie
Lightning," a nifty mellow
ballad-type song, the
Soundwizard started to spark. In
a blinding flash there appeared
before me David Bowie and Tom
Petty.
Yes, I had to admit, that was

tracks sound like this guy who's
about five foot ten with longish
brown hair wearing a denim
jacket and a t-shirt. I guess you'll
know him if you've heard him.
Tracks three and four, Model
Citizen and Angel Dressed in
Black, produced yet another
artificially created celebrity in
my living room. With a loud
Knopfl there appeared in my
living room none other than Dire
Straits. So, I was starting to get
the picture. Zevon puts out a
keen blend of semi-acoustic,
none-too-poofed-up-and-excessively-fancy-unlike-Duran-

Duran-used-to-wear-their-hair
kinda rock that is both pleasant
to listen to and backed by some
swell lyrics. If you want to
irritate your neighbors, don't buy
this. If, however, you have the
desire to quietly eat some brie
and bagels in your condo while
wearing your old classic rock
concert shirts, Mr. Zevon is right
up your alley.
One final note. The entity
creator is supposed to vaporize its
creations when you turn the unit
off. Unfortunately, that part of
mine is broken. So, I now find
myself with a faux Tom Petty,
Mark Knopfler and David Bowie
laying around on my sofa eating
my food and calling long distance
on my phone. Want'em? They're
yours for a... they're yours cheap.

Four Songs
When I was reviewing the first
three tracks of Live's album Four
Songs, I kept repeating to myself:
"It takes all kinds to make a
world—my music tastes do not
necessarily reflect those of the
everyone else, and somebody out
there may actually really like
this." The last track on the
album, though, was an improvement and I kept wondering why,
if they were only going to play
four songs, Live couldn't make all
four more like the last.
The first three were just plain
bland. They strike a balance
somewhere between funk and
Southern classic rock, skimming
over the best elements of both,
opting for the uninspiring. It's
like going to Marble Slab and
ordering vanilla, plain, in a cup.
They weren't bad songs, just runof-the-mill stuff that I could take
or leave.
In the interest of variety, I
called several of my friends with
different musical tastes in to
listen to the album. They shared
my sentiments. Their reactions
were the same almost verbatim:
"It's okay. Not terrific, but not
painful." So, I don't feel quite so
hegemonic and media-manipulative when I say "By and large,
this album is mediocre except for
the last track which is pretty
good at best."
Now, I'm going to listen to
Four Songs, but by four other
bands besides this one.

A cornucopia of
holiday thoughts
A message from the A&E editor
Thanksgiving is just around
the corner. If this is your first (or
not your first) Thanksgiving
away from home, make it a
memorable one. There's a lot
going on in Houston and I've
listed just a few suggestions.
Spend your afternoon getting
some thanks delivering warm
Thanksgiving dinners to elderly
at their homes. You'll be picking
up three to five dinners to deliver
from a meal distribution site in
your area. All you need is a map
and a car. Call the volunteer
center at 965-0031.
What do you do with 500
turkeys and 5000 pounds of
dressing? Pass the gravy.
Lots of gravy will be flowing
like a river at Albert Thomas
Convention Center for the
Thanksgiving Houston Superfeast
and they need help setting up,
dishing out, and cleaning up.
Spend an hour or two between 11
a.m. and 4 p.m. serving others
before you sit down to your own
dinner. Call 895-5314 to help.
Speaking of your own
d i n n p . . . w h y don't you make
one? l l o s t a Thanksgiving pot
luck party. All you need is one
person OC who will roast the
turkey (directions are on the bird)
and the rest of the guests can
show off their culinary knowhow... or lack thereof.
Even the worst cook can't
mess up cranberry sauce p e l
Monte's).

State
of the

Drive down to the Galleria
after dinner to the Annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony. They say
everthing is bigger in Texas and
it's certainly true when Mayor
Kathy Whitmire takes a four foot
plug to light all the street lights
and trees in the Galleria area. On
stage, musicians and choirs will
fill the night air with music as
you walk off some of that turkey
and stuffing along the blocked-off
streets.
While you're in the Christmas
mood, put on your holiday duds
and head out to the Alley Theatre
for A Christmas Carol on Pay
What You Wish Night, Wednesday and Friday (November 27 and
29). Go early—tickets will sell
out fast!
After the show, check the
streets of the theatre district for
night knights. If you look around,
you're likely to catch a joust by
these rollerblading knights
wielding hockey sticks. No joke,
this little known Houston
nocturnal sport has been around
for quite a while.
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Best bets off campus
Exhibits
Diverse Works will open an exhibit of works by Texas sculptor
James Magee this weekend. The opening reception will be held
Saturday, November 23 from 7-9 p.m. The exhibit will run through
January 6,1992.
For more information, call 223-8348.
The Contemporary Arts Museum will open an exhibit by British
artist Tony Cragg this weekend. The exhibit will run through
February 9,1992. Admission is free, although a $2 donation is
suggested. Call 526-0773 for more information.
The McDannald Hall of the American Indian will open November
27 at the Museum of Natural Science. The new installation, Vie
Language of Objects in Native North America, will focus exclusively
on the native culture of North America from prehistoric times to
the present. Call 639-4674 for more information.

Music
Saturday, November 23,1991, at 8 p.m., Diverse Works will
celebrate Pauline Olivero's "Four Decades of Composing." Tickets
are $5-$6. Call 223-8348 for more information.
December, a band from Austin, will play at Zelda's (basement of
Fitzgerald's), November 29 at 9:15 p.m. Call 862-3838 for more
information.

Dance
The Houston Ballet will open a month-long run of Ben Stevenson's
The Nutcracker, Saturday, November 30. Performances will be held
at T30 p.m. at the Brown Theater, Wortham Theater Center.
Tickets range from $10 to $35, and are available by calling 227ARTS. Call 523-6300 for more information concerning tickets or
performance dates.
The Generating Company/Dances will appear in a sneak season
preview performance Saturday, November 23 at 2 p.m. in the
Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, at 1945 West Gray. Tickets are
$6 and are available at the door. Call 528-2929 for more information.
The Delia Stewart Dance Company's fall concert closes this
weekend at die Delia Stewart Dance Company Theater (1202
Claumet at San Jacinto). Performances are at 8 p.m. on November
22 and 23, and at 3 p.m. on November 24. Tickets range from $5
for matinees to $ 10 for evening concerts. Call 522-6375 for more
information.

Theater
Stages Repertory Theater will open its production of Smoke on the
Mountain, November 22. Performances will be held Wednesdays
through Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 5 p.m. Tickets range
from $12-$ 18 depending upon the night of the performance.
(Wednesdays and Sundays are cheapest.) Discounts are available
for students and groups. Call 5 2-STAGE for more information.
The Ensemble will open its production of Christmas Is Comin'
Uptown (A Christmas Carol taken to Harlem). Performances begin
November 28 and will run Thursday through Sunday until December 29. Call 520-0055 for ticket information and reservations.

Mathew is sticky Sweet
BY KEVIN MISTRY

I

, should have listened to that
old saying about judging a book
by its cover before I reviewed
Mathew Sweet's new album,
Girlfriend. I figured, "Cute
redhead on the cover...couldn't
be that bad..." Well, needless to
say, I lost on this one. Little did I
realize I was in for an hour of
sheer boredom. Imagine (if you
can) the instrumentals of R.E.M.,
the voice of a New Kid, the
cheese of a Juicy Fruit Gum ad,
and the lyrics of an existentialist
thrown into one sad concoction.
That only begins to describe how
lousy this album gets.
To its credit, the first 30
seconds of it are actually pretty
good. The opening guitar licks to
"Divine Intervention" by Richard
Lloyd make you think this might
be an interesting alternative
band. Unfortunately, Sweet
himself has to start playing...and
singing. This is a bad thing,
because Sweet has a high, nasal
voice that only a pre-pubescent
Jordan/Danny/Whoever groupie
could love. By the fifth track, it
gets truly annoying. It's not only
how he sings but what he sings
that makes Sweet obnoxious. To
begin with, Sweet is a really bad
poet. He doesn't seem to understand that there are only so many
syllables you can throw into a
line before it gets tiring to the
listener and he has to take a
breath...(see what I mean?) As a
result, most of his songs have no
sense of rhythm. Secondly, his
lyrics have no point. Too often, I
was left thinking, "What the hell
are you talking about?" For
example, "Winona" begins, "I
tried to call you/But the line was
busy/ Were you talking to a
friend?/When I tried to call much
later/I didn't want it to ring
again." Yet Sweet achieves
maximum cheesitude in "Does
She Talk?" with his lyric, "She's
just your size/She's sexy, she's
beautiful/Does she talk?" Maybe
I'm just the crazy one, but those
lessons from Suzanne Vega aren't
helping him any.
But the lyrics aren't the only

Baxter, a cynical French film based on the novel Hellhound will air
this weekend as part of the River Oaks Theatre's Midnight Movie
series. Call 524-2178 for more information.
COMPILED BY SHALA PHILLIPS
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place you'll find lots of cheese.
Many songs on the album have
really great openings performed
by Richard Lloyd, Robert Quine,
or Fred Maher on drums, but fall
apart as soon as Sweet joins in.
When he does, they turn into
R.E.M hit-wannabes. Even with
all that fake R.E.M. stuff going
on, I could still hear Sweet
playing something he apparently
stole from those Juicy Fruit Gum
ads (Juicy Fruit is gonna move
you...) Well, you know the jingle.
Even worse, I also heard a
rendition of The Byrd's "Turn,
Turn, Turn" done badly on "I've
Been Waiting." But the epitome
of instrumental stupidity comes
on "You Don't Love Me" when
Sweet fakes some country crap
while trying to twang like Garth
Brooks. Even though I'm no fan
of Garth's, I still thought Sweet's
rendition was an insultingly bad
rip-off. Still, the album's travesties went on and on.
Though I've panned this
album so far, I will mention a
few bright spots, just to be fair. I
heard some real talent from
drummer Fred Maher, as well as
lead guitarists Richard Lloyd and
Robert Quine. Both have great

range, but nothing from Sweet is
worth playing. I can only wonder
why these two hang around a
loser like Sweet, but hopefully
they'll wake up to this question
and go off on their own. The
album's final cut, "Nothing
Lasts," also deserves some praise.
It was simple, honest, and above
all, original. Its lyrics made sense
and even made me feel like it had
some emotion behind it. Unfortunately, these bright spots were
way too little, way too late.
Overall, my roommate and I
thought so little of Mathew
Sweet's Girlfriend that we
decided to use it to see how
much abuse a CD could take.
Thanks to it, we may now pass
along these useful tips. First, do
not microwave a CD for more
than 15 seconds. Second, do not
let a 230-pound football player
drive over it on a Honda motor
scooter more than five time.
Third, do not drop large rocks on
a CD. Finally, if you do the
above, do not expect the CD in
question to play properly.
Following the above guidelines
will allow you years of listening
pleasure for CD's you'd actually
care to own.

Cape Fear cloaks talent

Film
Saturday, November 23 at 8 p.m., The Houston Museum of Fine
Arts will screen John Ford's The Quiet Man, a film which features
John Wayne's search for peace in his father's Irish village. General
admission is $4. Student discounts are available. Call 639-7515 for
more information.

Mathew Sweet releases his third LP, Girlfriend, this month.

BY LOUIS SPIEGLER
CAPE FEAR
DIRECTED BY MARTIN SCORSESE

I

Lt breaks my heart to write
this, but Martin Scorsese's Cape
Fear is a disappointing movie.
Coming from a director whose
credits include films as daring as
GoodFellas, Mean Streets, and
The Last Temptation Of Christ,
Cape Fear is simply plodding and
methodical. It is an exercise in
the genre of suspense, not a
reinterpretation of it.
Cape Fear is a remake of a
1962 film starring Gregory Peck
and Robert Mitchum, both of
whom appear in cameos here.
The storyline is simple. Southern
Lawyer Sam Bowden (Nick
Nolte) defended Max Cady
(Robert DeNiro) against a rape
and battery charge for which he
was found guilty. It seems that
Bowden did not use evidence that
revealed the victim was promiscuous, evidence which surely
would have resulted in an
acquittal of Cady. Cady was, after
all, illiterate at the time, Arid
apparently the rape was so
violent that lawyer Bowden felt
he was morally in the right. In
prison Max Cady learned to read
and studied the law, learning its
loopholes and courtroom tactics.
Now, fourteen years later, he is

out of prison and seeking revenge
against the attorney who turned
against him.
Scorsese and screenwriter
Wesley Strick have attempted to
put a twist on this good guy
versus bad guy tale by blurring
the lines a bit. No character is as
black or white as he or she
seems. Max Cady is a danger to
all women he meets, even those
who like him and invite him
home. But he was wronged by his
lawyer, and the law is the law,
whether we like it or not. Sam
Bowden wronged his client and
over the years has alienated both
his wife, Leigh (Jessica Lange),
and daughter, Danielle (Juliette
Lewis). It seems he was once
unfaithful to his wife and clearly
does not understand his daughter.
The problem with Cape Fear
is the lack of suspense that
Scorsese and Strick have injected
into the material. We know that
Cady is clever and will continue
finding ways to legally torment
them. We also know that the
more that Nolte's Sam Bowden
tries to nail him the worse off
things will become for him and
his family. It's simply an endless
cycle with few choices for a
resolution.
Scorsese has always had a
reason to use his unique camera
angles and quick editing style.
The material from his previous
films has been frenetic and
nerve-wracking. This material is

not so; in the end the techniques
are just that. This is a film for
film-school students who need
rather obvious lessons in the
techniques of filmmaking.
There's simply nothing here.
Perhaps part of the fault lies
with Steven Spielberg, whose
production company, Amblin
Entertainment, co-produced the
film with Universal Pictures.
They originally initiated the
project, and when Spielberg
bowed out as director he grabbed
Marty and convinced him to
direct it. Now, Spielberg's films
are often remakes of older genremovies. Cape Fear is, in essence,
a genre movie out of the Spielberg
remake factory. Scorsese has long
been ignored by the Hollywoood
establishment; remember last
year's snub at the Oscars? Or do
you really think that Kevin
Costner is a better filmmaker (an
insult to the word) than Marty?
So, this is his way of gaining
acceptance into the community.
Make one for the bigwigs and
they'll let him make one for
himself.
What we have here is not a
strike out of a film but just a
ground ball. It's safe, not daring.
The performances are all good but
especially noteworthy are DeNiro
and newcomer Lewis. DeNiro is
the master chameleon of actors,
able to transform his body as well
as his acting to suit a character. In
Scorsese's Raging Bull he went
SEE FEAR, PAGE 15

THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1991 15

Video variety vital to MTV
straight.

BY ROSS GRADY

w
ve all got our reasons to
hate MTV. Mine is the seductive
way that it winks at me, making
m e believe that it's got everything: all the music, all the
fashion, all the stuff that makes
life great. I sit for hours, mesmerized, waiting for the show to
start—like some poor misguided
dada audience, never realizing
until too late that the waiting is
the show.
But for all its arrogant flaws,
MTV is still a vital part of the
Rock and Roll universe, for one
simple reason: it's the only place
that kids are forced to sit through
music they think they hate to get
to music they think they like.
That is, thanks to the formatless goulash that MTV calls
programming, your young
headbanger has to wade through
half an hour of Public Enemy and
Madonna videos before he gets to
see Skid Row, and your young
cokehead dance-clubber is forced
to endure Guns 'n' Roses if she
wants to see the latest from C+C
Music Factory.
That might not seem like
much, but to kids w h o are likely
to spend the rest of their lives
within 100 miles of where
they've grown up, any enforced
mind-expanding has got to be a
good thing.
Next year, as part of the big
lOth-anniversary celebration,
MTV has plans to divide into
three networks, each playing its
own specific genre of video, so
the kids won't have to watch
anything new, or unfamiliar, or
different. What MTV doesn't
realize is that once its eliminated
the variety, there'll be nothing to
keep these poor kids' brains from
atrophying to the extent that they
forget how to turn the TV on and
off. And by the time the MTV
big-shots notice the viewer
falloff, it'll be way too late for
everybody.
Until that happens, though,
w e can sit back and wallow in the
sick pop mishmash that is MTV.
Check out the following videos,
perfect examples of what makes
MTV what it is.
"O.P.P"—Naughty by Nature.
After hundreds of years of effort
by the world artistic community,
a novice rap crew from N e w
Jersey writes the perfect cheatin'
song on their first try. This is one
of those rap videos that even the
little white N e w Kids bimbos dig,
the perfect union of pop and funk,
built from Jackson Five samples,
no less.
The concept is amazing, the
link between the words "Penis"
and "Pussy" is obvious enough,
but the transition to "Other
Peoples' P." has got to be the
product of some kind of lyrical
genius. Besides, w h o can fault a
tag line as rabble-rousing as "You
down wit' O. P. P.? Yeah, you
know me."? Add a cameo by
Queen Latifah, and you've
grabbed a comer of hip-hop
history.
The thing that puts the video
over the edge, though, is the
rapid-fire delivery of crew leader
Treach. Wrapped in a bizarre
green quilted jacket and toque,
he's one of the few rappers
around w h o looks like he's
having fun— sure, L. L. can look
mean or suave or sexy, but how
often does he look like a human
being? Treach lets himself be
swept up in the rhythm of the
rap, hopping up and down
spastically to the beat, always
just a little off balance, and to
watch him is to be tugged along
behind.
"Smells Like Teen Spirit"—
f v
- Nirvana. Ever so often, a song
like this c o m e s along, and I forget

At Rice this week

about everything I hate in the
world. If anything can illustrate
the full beautiful power of MTV,
it's this video by a once-obscure
Seattle grunge band that's turned
into the crossover hit of the year;
in a matter of weeks Nirvana
have gone from underground cult
status to having the number four
album on Billboard magazine's
album chart. This is no fluke,
either: the damn thing deserves
to win video of the year on that
damn awards show.
It goes like this: it's a highschool pep rally, shot like one of
those great glowing paintings that
hang in the Louvre, all yellow
lighting and smoke, and the
stands are full of shaggy misfit
kids like me, and you, and the
cheerleaders are hipper than we

"Radio Song"—R. E. M. I've
waited six months for this video,
six months of wading through the
visually gorgeous, but ultimately
vacant, "Losing My Religion,"
and the disgustingly annoying
"Shiny Happy People." (Like that
video? Next time you see it, look
for the chick in a black dress with
daisies on it. She's the editor of
Sassy magazine, that bastion of
white teen pseudo-hipness. And
you used to think that R. E. M.
had brains in their heads...)
Now, though, we have "Radio
Song," the best tune on the
album, the one that comes
closest to grabbing the stuff that
fused us with R. E. M. in the first
place. Our lives began like this:
"Decide yourself if radio's gonna
stay," the opening to "Radio Free
Europe." And with "Radio Song,"
the answer screams back: "The
DJ sucks! Makes m e sad..."
It's a video I wish I'd made
myself, a video about watching
videos, about becoming flat 2-D
TV people. The people just stand
there while film of themselves is
projected at them; they become

It's a video about watching videos,
about becoming flat 2-D TV people. The
people just stand there while film of
themselves is projected at them, they
become the screens, they keep their
mouths shut and their chests sing for
them.
are: they've got tattoos and cute
red anarchy symbols appliqued
onto their breasts. It's like what
high school always should've
been. And the song's one of the
few great anthems we've got;
they say it's pessimistic, but I say
that's bullshit, I say it's a glorification of Rock and Roll. Like our
generation's other great anthem,
"Teenage Riot," by Sonic Youth,
it's about that hellish lethargy
that only Rock and Roll can cut
through. Teen Spirit: "I feel
stupid and contagious/Here we
are now, entertain us." Damn

the screens, they keep their
mouths shut and their chests sing
for them. You watch a screen of
hands and arms as they writhe—
Michael Stipe's face appearing
and disintegrating—and you
catch yourself wishing that the
image would stay still, as though
Stipe's face is more important
than anything in the world, and
you suddenly realize just how
deep you are into that TV's
power, that illusion.
And you wonder w h y your
mother hates you watching the
damn thing.

The Rice Media Center will present A Case for die New Hangman,
this Saturday at 730 p.m. as part of their The Banned and The
Beautiful series. General Admission is $4. Call 527-4853 for more
information.

Music
Monday, November 25 at 8 p.m., Rice Chorale and the Shepherd
Singers will appear in concert in the Stude Concert Hall. Also, on
Tuesday, November 26 at 8 p.m., the Shepherd School will hold a
Chamber Music Recital in the Lillian H. Duncan Recital Hall.
Finally, the Shepherd School Chamber Winds will give a free
concert Sunday, November 24 in the Lillian H. Duncan Recital
Hall. The program features works by Igor Stravinsky and Jean Emile
Auguste Bernard. All ate free. Call 527-4933 for more information.

Dance
Rice Dance Theatre will present new choreography by Rice faculty
in "An Artful Amalgam," a concert of contemporary dance to be
held this weekend (November 21-23) in the Harjo Dance Studio.
General admission is $5. Performances begin at 8 p.m. Reservations
are recommended. Call 527-4808 for more information.
COMPILED
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from a muscular boxer at the
beginning to a bloated has-been
by the film's conclusion. In this
film he is a pumped up and
tattooed man of evil with a slimy
Southern accent to boot.
Juliette Lewis plays the
troubled teen daughter Danielle
with confidence and energy.
Watching her performance makes
me wonder how I could have
thought that Molly Ringwald was
a convincing teenager in The
Breakfast Club, tapping into the
troubles of high school. Lewis, at
one point, almost upstages
DeNiro in the film's best scene,
one that is more erotic and
suspenseful than anything I've
seen in the movies for some time.
At age seventeen she should have

BY SHALA

PHILLIPS

a great acting career if she
doesn't screw it up.
So, Cape Fear is a slight roller
coaster ride, nothing more. It's
certainly better than a lot of the
other movies that have c o m e out
this year, though it is no Silence
of The Lambs. Martin Scorsese is
still a great director but he's not
suited to this material. I kept
thinking that Brian D e P a i m a , a
director who made a name for
himself with his suspense films,
could do wonders with this
material. But Scorsese needs
characters, not symbols and
creaky doors. It's hard to apply a
gritty N e w York street m e n t a l i t y
to the suburbs. Scorsese fans,
Cape Fear is an interesting detour
in the career of a director w h o s e
worst is still pretty impressive.
But it's tough to compete w i t h
yourself.
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Playing it safe at Comedy Night

Now taking applications for full or part-time
waiter/waitress, host/hostess positions.
No experience necessary. We'll train you
and work with your school schedule.
Apply in person:
Tuesday-Friday. 3:00-5:00pm
6445 Richmond @ Hillcroft, 784-5253

LOOKING GOOD C A N B E AFFORDABLE!
Largest Selection of the Best ProfessionsI Products Made

•Paul Mitchell

•Redken

•Sebastian*KMS •Nexxus
•Focus 21

•Brocato

•Giovanni

•Image

•Helene Curtis

•Roffler

•Haysashi

•Zotos

•Develop 10

•OPI

•Helen of Troy

•Joico

•Silicone Shield

•Faberge

•Salon Dynamics

Jason Wctta (Baker, '93) juggles cigar boxes, proving that smoking is hazardous to your health
during Safety Week. Other performances were
given by Eric Hahn (Hanszen, '92) and Will
Blackmon (Jones, '92).
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Rice loses
chance for
winning year

I

by Peter Hovviey
The Owls doomed themselves to
another losing football season with
their sixth loss, a 41-21 beating at the
hands of the Houston Cougars at Rice
Stadium last Saturday. After jumping
ahead 14-0, the Owls wilted under the
attack of Houston quarterback David
Klingler.
Klingler entered the game with
14:47 to play in thefirsthalf, replacing
backup Donald Douglas, who failed to
score on three drives. He was
scratched from the starting lineup after experiencing a sharp pain in his
side during warmups.
He ignited the Cougars' run and
shoot offense, leading them on five
scoring drives and racking up impressive passing stats. He completed 27 of
37 passes for 395yards andfivetouchdowns before leaving the game midway through the fourth quarter.
"David threw welL You could tell
the difference, he had zip on the ball
when he rifled it through," said Rice
head coach Fred Goldsmith. T h e
velocity on his arm made the difference on some throws."
"When he came in it seemed like a
totally differentgame," said linebacker
Tony Barker, who left the game a with
a deep thigh bruise.
The Owls tried throughout the
game to exploit Klingler's injury, but
as linebacker Alonzo Williams noted,
they failed: "He's a tough guy. It's
going to take more than we gave him
to knock him out of a game."
"We harassed him all day with a
good rush," said Goldsmith. "He hung
in there and did a good job. We blitzed
twice in the first half and they picked
it up.
Until Klingler's entrance, the game
went well for Rice. Freshman quarterbackjosh LaRoccaand tailbackTrevor
Cobb led the Owls on two early scoring drives that put Rice up 14-0.
Cobb scored first, capping a 46
yard drive with a two yard touchdown
run. LaRocca added another score with
a nine yard keeper early in the second
quarter after a personal foul by Houston kept a faltering Rice drive alive.
But the Houston defense allowed
no more scoring until the game was
out of reach. The Cougars recorded
five sacks and three interceptions.
"This was probabiy my weakest
performance of the year," LaRocca
said. "1 couldnt get my rhythm down.
The receivers were open, but I couldn't
hit them." He completed eight of 23
passes for 79 yards.
The Owls especially had trouble
with deep routes; on one deep pattern,
receiver Herschel Crowe got tangled
up with the Houston defender and
broke his right tibia.
"We stopped ourselves a couple of
times," said Cobb. "We were practically throwing it away."
LaRocca agreed: "We were beating ourselves more than anything
else."
Only Cobb and receiver Louis
Balady had good days, as Cobb racked
up 154 yards on 41 carries and Balady
grabbed four passes for 39 yards.
Cobb retained his title as the
nation's leading rusher, and said, "that
means a lot to me. If I can come back
as defending champion in the rushing
race, it would be a big source of personal pride."
Rice scored again late in the fourth
quarter when backup quarterback
Randall Schultz hit tight end Tim Winn
with a 15 yard pass. Schultz connected
on a 43 yard bomb to Ed Howard to set
up the play, but by then it was too late.
With this loss, the Owls dropped to
4-6 overall and guaranteed their 21st
consecutive losing season. "Its disappointing to me and everybody else,
especially the seniors," said LaRocca.
"It hurts not to get the winning
season because deep down inside
that's what we wanted to do," said
nose guard Matt Sign. "We really
thoughtthat th is was the year we were
going to go over the hump."

Rice quarterback Josh LaRocca is tackled after a short gain. LaRocca was sacked four times and threw three interceptions in Saturday's 41-21 loss.

Owls to face hungry Razorbacks tomorrow
by Joey Olivier
The Rice football season will come
to a close this weekend against the
Arkansas Razorbacks when the Owls
kick off their final game at 1 p.m.
Saturday. The contest will be held at
War Memorial Stadium in Little Rock,
and will be the Razorbacks' last regular season game as members of the
Southwest Conference..
Though head coach Fred Goldsmith felt that Rice showed a lack of
poise through mental mistakes and
blown coverages at certain points in
last week's Houston game, he praised
the improved pass rush and was optimistic about the final game: "We're

getting ready to represent our conference, but more importantly, it's an
opportunity for u s to have two five-win
seasons back-to-back, something we
haven't done in twenty years."
"Our team has learned how to cope
with ups and downs over the course of
the season and we've been bouncing
back from the downs. I think we'll
bounce back from this one."
One tribute to the rebuilding of
Rice football has been fan support,
which has surpassed last year's average attendance by about nine thousand fans per game.
Goldsmith expects a physical game
from Arkansas and is prepared to face
a good defense and a strong rushing
attack. Goldsmith was Arkansas' de-

fensive coordinator before coming to
Rice. He said, "some ofyour best competition is against people you know
and respect, people you feel close to."
The Arkansas defense has returned to its traditionally strong form
with the help of defensive tackle
Mackenzie Phillips and outside linebacker Darwin Ireland.
The Razorback offensive line has
also improved since last year. Quarterback Gaiy Adams has had a rough
time passing, but his first start was
against Miami. Adams was a top high
school recruit from Missouri and has
a good, strong arm. Arkansas mixes
offensive sets, alternating between the
wishbone and the I formation.
The Razorbacks lead the series

SPORTS
Men end tennnis season
with America West tourney
Campbell advances to semifinal despite injury
by Tom Harris
With a strong showing in the
America West Challenge Cup, the Rice
Owls tennis team finished its fall
schedule.
Playing against tough competition
including Southern California, Texas
Christian, and Pepperdine, the Owls'
Pascal Hos, Matt Berry, and Nick
Lorenzini each reached the
quarterfinals of their flight
In addition, Steve Campbell
reached the semifinals of the overall
tournament However, beset by a
stomach injury and a cold, Campbell
then fell to eventual champio n Howard
Joffe of Pepperdine.
,
Tennis coach Larry Turville was
pleased with the strong individual
showings in the tournament, but now
looks to the spring schedule.
The Owls should return all butone
player from last year's squad, which
was ranked 22nd for over a month.
They have reason to be optimistic
about the future.
Indeed, Turville needs to look no
further than his top player, Campbell,
tofindresults. After a phenomenal 214 individual record this fall, which

included three tournament titles, victories over the eighth and 12th ranked
players in the country, and no defeats
to unranked players, the senior should
be ranked in the Top 20 in the spring.
Attributing his success to "going
for my shots and getting them,"
Campbell does not intend to rest on
this fall's accomplishments. Rather,
he expects to win the conference title
and become the first Owl infiveyears
to compete in the NCAA championships.
Despite the depth of the squad,
some question marks remain. If Jesco
von Heintze graduates early, the Owls
lose their number three player with
no clear replacement at hand. Indeed,
although the Owls are solid, the race
for the fourth,fifthand sixth positions
are wide open.
As Campbell remarks, "We need
someone to step up and take those
spots." If the players do respond to
this challenge, then the Owls clearly
could remain a Top 25 squad.
Campbell said, "We have potential We just have to work so much
harder to achieve our goals." If the
squad simply follows Campbell's lead,
then this spring's season could be a
successful one.

with Rice by a count of34-29-3 and had
claimed nine straight before last year's
meeting, when the Owls used a tough
defense and a ball control, rushing
offense in a 19-11 victory.
Arkansas head coach Jack Crowe
stressed the importance of this weekend: "It's a one-game season for us
right now. Our goals have been a
winning season and a bowl game. Both
are possible if we win against Rice."
Goldsmith said that playing motivated opponents is nothing new to
Rice. "Teams thatnormally would have
overlooked us came in healthy and
hungry. Now we play Arkansas, and
whatdoes itcomedownto?Theyhave
to win this game to go to a bowl It's
been the story of our season."

Sugar and Orange Bowls
bound to disappoint fans
bowl committee was content to
chase the Irish and their faithful,
who,alongwith Gator fans, will be
College bowl matchups were the only ones watching.
announced last Sunday, and once
The second disappointment is
again the pairings illustrated the that number one Miami, with evineffectiveness ofthe bowlsystem. ery bowl to choose from, decided
This year, the two most glaring to stay home and play a mismatch
bowl mismatches are the Sugar against overrated Nebraska.
Bowl and the Orange BowL
It is disgruntling that the numI sympathized with the Sugar ber one squad chooses not to put
Bowl since it became a mere half- its national ranking on the line in a
time and postgame show for the New Year's Day bowL How can
Orange Bowl. However, after the one give the national championincompetent workings of the bowl ship to a team which runs away
committee, I no longer have any from competition?
pity for this game. Last year, they
Although Miami did defeat the
invited an 8-3 Virginia team that previous number one squad last
finished its regular season with week, they had previously played
three straight defeats. This season, against only one other Top 20
thebowlchoice, 17th-ranked Notre squad. It is simply infuriating that
Dame (8-3), is even more inexpli- a team can play only two chalcable.
lenging games and still claim a
With a 9-1 record and a number national champion ship. Miami has
five ranking, Florida offered half of no excuse for dodging quality
a possible matchup with national competition, especially since they
championship implications. By in- have no conference scheduling
viting a quality team, the Sugar obligations.
Bowl could have had something
However, there still is one ideal
which it has not had the last few solution to remedy these bowl
years: a matchup interesting to the mistakes. Perhaps the NCAA
entire nation.
should intervene and force Miami
However, after Notre Dame lost to play a real game for the national
to Tennessee and fell out of the championship. For an undisclosed
Top Ten, the Sugar Bowl decided sum of money, the Orange Bowl
to commit themselves to the Irish could beforcedto trade the Hurriregardless of their next game canes to the Sugar Bowl for the
against number eight Penn State. Irish.
Why?!
As a result, all parties would be
Atthevery least, theSugar Bowl happy, and the fans would get a
coulcl have pursued the winner of reasonable game to determine the
the Penn State- Notre Dame game; national championship. Although
at the very best, they could have this deal will never happen, in the
invited Miami to Set up an intrastate interests of college football, it
battle for the nationaltitle.But, the should.

by Tom Harris
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Rugby club works out
frustrations on Sam Houston

Owls off to
play in two
tournaments

Team to end year at Houston Rugby Club event
by Jason Ockerman
and Jason Wetta

by Randy Block
After finishing their exhibition
schedule with a 96-76 whipping of the
Cuban National Team, the Rice Owls
basketball team now can look to thenregular season—a season full of
promise, but with some awesome
roadblocks in the beginning.
The Owls journey to California today to play in the Stanford/Apple Invitational. Their first-round opponent,
the Pacific Tigers, is suiting up their
best team in ten years, but should
prove no problem for Rice, according
to head coach Scott Thompson. The
Tigers were 14-15 last season and pride
themselves on tough defense.
The winner of the Rice game will
proceed to the tournament finals Saturday against either Stanford or
Loyola The smallish Loyola squad is
the underdog against Stanford, last
year's NIT champs.
If a Rice-Stanford meeting occurs,
it will provide a great test for the Owls
since Stanford star Adam Keefe is
regarded as the PAC-10's best inside
scoring threat
On Sunday, the team will fly to the
Maui Invitational in Hawaii. Thompson considers this "the best tournament in the United States this year."
With so many good teams playing
there, including Arkansas, Michigan
State, Arizona State, and a few smaller
powers thrown in, such as Providence,
Minnesota, Lamar, Chaminade, Rice
definitely has a challenge on its hands.
The Owls'firstround game will be
November 25th, against Arizona State,
a top 20 team. The game will be televised on ESPN at 11:30p.m. and shown
at the Pub.
The Owls, making their first appearance on ESPN, will have their
hands full with the Sun Devils and
sophomore phenom Jamal Faulkner.
Rice hopestoexploit their shorter and
less experienced opponents and come
away with a big win.
The team plays again on Tuesday
and Wednesday nights, with opponents determined by who wins first
round games. Butwith big-time names
like Michigan State and Arkansas in
the field, Thompson is keeping his
goals in perspective: "For some teams,
this is a suicide-type schedule...our

The Rugby team went to Huntsville to play Sam Houston State with a
little more on the line than a win or a
loss. After losing their first game of
fCAKlt
the year in thefinalsof the Stephen F.
Austin tournament last weekend, the
Owls were looking for payback, and
Sam Houston was in the wrong place
at the wrong time.
Rice dida't waste anytime in putting points on the board. After the
Sam Houston scrum-half caused his
team to get four back-to-back penalties for arguing with the referee, Ramzi
Nassar kicked a 25 yard penalty kick
to put the Owls on top early.
The next score came when the
Rice pack drove Sam Houston over
their own try line, and 8-man Jason
Hardin touched it down. Nassar converted the lock, and Rice jumped out
to a 9-0 lead.
Rice dominated Sam in the scrum
all game long and managed to win the
ball back after incurring penalties by
driving them over the balL Not only
z did the pack dominate in the scrums,
| but in every other facet of the game as
£ well.
|
The next try came when Jason
a Hardin picked up the ball out of a maul
| and dished it off to scrum-half Jason
Ockerman, who advanced the ball,
Freshman guard Adam Peakes goes up for the jumper against Cuba Monday night.
then passed off to fly-half Todd Wood.
expectations are high, but realistic point attempts.
Wood then juked a couple of defendtoo, though."
Forward Chase Maag showed ers and placed the ball right under the
"I dont know if there is a team in some of last year's consistency from posts for the easy conversion.
the country to play five games in six three-point range, sinking three of five
Sam Houston managed to getthree
nights like we are—itshould toughen attempts.
points off of a penalty kick, but that
us up." And if the Owls hope to slice
was all the stingy Rice defense would
through opponents like Michigan,
Texas, and Houston, tough is exactly
what they will have to be.
Against the Cuban team, the Owls
displayed some early season sloppiThe Rice men's soccer club will gins Saturday evening, when the top
ness, butnonethelesswon by20 points.
The Owls took the lead for good late in travel to Austin this weekend to com- eight teams will fight for a national
the first half, and built on it through- pete in the third annual National Club championship. The semifinals and fiSoccer Tournament The Lads will nals will be held Sunday.The matches
out the second period.
Center Brent Scott led the Owls, face the University of California at will all be held at the intramural fields
posting 24 points and six rebounds, Riverside in their first match, on Fri- of the University of Texas.
while forward Torrey Andrews added day morning.
Next the Lads take on the Univer15 points and nine rebounds.
At point guard, transfer David sity of Kansas that evening. Saturday
Holmes started in place of the injured they will play the University of WisDana Hardy and dished out nine as- consin at Oclaire.
The second round of matches besists. He also nailed three of six three-

Lads prepare for Nationals

WOMEN'S COLLEGE
SOCCER
Hanszen
Wiess
Sid Richardson
Lovett
Baker
Will Rice
Brown
Jones
Championship Game
Hanszen d. Wiess 2-1
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Monday League
Sid Vicious
Benedict Wilson
B2
Net Hackers
Dowh
And the Blackbird
Tuesday League
Old Ones
Still Aint Seeing No Part

W
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
0
0

L
0
0
1
1
2
2
2
2
2

W
4
3
3
2
1
1
0
0

L
0
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

w
5
4
3
2
1
0
W
4
3

L
0
1
2
3
4
5
L
0
1

allow, as the Owls stormed back down
thefield,where they had a five-meter
scrum After driving Sam only a couple
of feet, Hardin again picked up the ball
and dove over the try line with a few
minutes remaining in the half as the
ruggers jumped out to a 21-3 lead.
The second half was not a good
one for the Owls. Sam Houston started
showing signs of frustration, things
got sloppy, and punches got thrown.
Rice allowed themselves to be
suckered into a style of play they were
unaccustomed to, and were taken advantage of.
The only points of the half were
scored on two Ockerman penalty kicks
from 20 yards out, as the Owl offense
was shutdown very unceremoniously.
The second side team also managed a win against Sam Houston, prevailing 9-0. Team captain Steve
MacLennan, recently demoted to second side, scored all of the points on
three penalty kicks.
The front row forwards followed in
the footsteps of the first side and
muscled the Sam Houston pack down
the field, winning every scrum.
Will Owen led the forward pack as
8-man, making some hard hits and
punishing the opposing team's back
line.
Second side captain Jeong Lee directed the back line and Jason
Martinez, Michael Gross, Bill Breslm,
and the other freshmen showed that
they know how to play the game as
well, as the Rice back line didn't let
anybody get past them.
Overall, the weekend was a great
success, since the second side has
now won all but two of their games
this semester, probably the best record
ever at Rice.
The Rice Rugby Football Club finishes up their semester this weekend
with five games at the Houston Rugby
Club's annual event Next semester
the Owls kick it off in early January, s<>
be looking forward to five more home
games.
Jason Ockerman and Jason Wetta
are the Social Coordinators of the Rice
Rugby Club.

Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service

BOARD
MEN'S COLLEGE
FOOTBALL
Brown
Lovett
Wiess
Sid Richardson
Will Rice
Hanszen
Baker
GSA
Jones

17

Wild Thing
3
Boys From Brown
1
American Gladiators
1
Da Bulls
0
Wednesday League
W
Vocally Pimpin'
4
Dribble
4
Blitzkrieg
2
Amazing Amoebas
1
Cryobankers
1
0
Team Suckin' Wiess
W
Thursday League #1
3
Shoot it in the Hole
Koladso
3
Groundsloths
1
Slam Drunks
1
0
Impotent
W
Thursday League #2
3
The Team to Beat
2
Shit Aint Like That
2
TheRainmen
Buster Hymen at your Cervix 1
0
Hoopsters
W
Friday League
3
The Kitchen Boys
2
Mason Bricklayers
Homey Dont Play Dat
2
Get in the Ring
1
0
Aural Retribution
MEN'S SOCCER
Tuesday League
Shoot it in the Box
Fog
Geo Club
Maximum Penetration
Fullerene Dream

W
2
3
1
1
0

1
3
3
4
L
0
0
2
3
3
4
L
0
1
2
2
3
L
0
1
2
2
3
L
0
1
1
2
4

L
0
1
1
2
3

Rice Chapel

Wednesday League
W L
Road Kill
4 0
Calzones
3 1
The Pussyboys
2 2
Oh LAmour
0 3
The Arm Twisters
0 3
Friday League #1
W L
Mo' Bettah
4 0
FCV Braun
2 1
Fuzzy Navels
2
1
0 3
Der Uff da le Magnifico
0 3
Your Mother
W L
Friday League #2
3 0
Tiny Bubbles
Momma Said Knock You Out 3 0
Brazilian National Team
I 2
1 3
Herman Brownies
0 3
Window Pane
W L
Saturday League
Kevin's Slaves
4 0
2 1
Yurts
Jones Idman Yurdll
1 2
The Grad House
1 2
0 3
Eddy Viscosity
WOMEN'S COLLEGE
VOLLEYBALL
Hanszen
Lovett
Wiess
Brown
Sid Richardson
Will Rice
Baker
Jones
GSA

W
3
4
2
2
1
1
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2

Monday, Nov. 2 5
5 : 0 0 p.m.

Bring a can of food for
the local food pantryl
Sponsored

by Joint Campus Ministries.

Oil Change, Lube & Filter
with purchase of an engine tune-up

ENGINE TUNE-UP
$ 3 4 . 90*
4 cyl.

CAR
CARE
rcajTro
CENTER

6 cyl. $39.90*
8 cyl. $44.90*

'Most vehicles, some vans A transverse engines additional

YOUR
TOTAL

• INCLUDES •
•
•
*
,

Complete e n g i n e
C h e c k i n g fuel A e m i u i o m iy»temi
Measure exhaust emissions
Install n e w plugs
Inspect filter*, bolt. A_PCV

• Check A «et timing d r b u n t o i St idle
• 12,000 mile, 12 m o n t h g u m n t e e
• Other e n g i n e p e r f o r m a n c e items additional
.
W t t h
COU Xm
1
f

["winterizing Service*
|1 Quality Oil Change & Lube*
Fuel Injection Service*
| Brake Special*
•
I

$34.90
$12.90
$39.90
$39.90

FREE BRAKE INSPECTION
_ _

W i t h thi» c o u p o n , b t p i r e * 1 1 / 3 8 / 9 1

STELLA LINK RD.
9115 Stella Link
(1/2 mils insid* 5. Ijoop 610
k+mdKwik-Kopy)

432-0888

Hours:
M-F 7:30-6
Sat. 8-4
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Cross country teams wrap up seasons at District VI meet
Irwin qualifies for
Nationals as men's
team finishes fourth
out offourteenteams
by Terzah Ewing
Hie Rice men's cross country team
wanted to end the season well at the
NCAA District VI championships last
Saturday.
Faced with cloudy and extremely
humid weather, a daunting ten kilometer course, and their own anxieties
and hopes, six men stood at the starting
line and gazed at the challenge ahead
of them. The prize would be a trip to
Tucson, Arizona for Nationals.
In the end, only one Rice runner
reached that goal. Fifth-year Kevin
Irwin finished fourth overall with a
time of 31:18; he will travel to Tucson
as an individual.
"I was a bit nervous," said Irwin
wryly. "It meant a lot to me."
'ITiis will be Irwin's first trip to
Nationals. 0 n ly the top three individuals not on the winning teams at the
District meet are invited to the
championships.
"It was my goal for the season," he

said. "Nowalllhavetodoisrun.domy
best Both my coach and I think I have
a shot at Ail-American. That would be
really incredible."
As a team, the Owlsfinishedfourth
out of fourteen teams with 178 points,
losing to third-place Houston by 52.
They scraped by UT-Arlington by one
point Arkansas was the overall winner with 31 points.
According to John Fowler, the end
was disappointing. "We had very high
hopes for this season and were hoping to go to Nationals as a team; but it
seemed that everything that could go
wrong did go wrong. There were so
many injuries and sicknesses."
"Still," he added, "it was better than
expected."
Fowler came in twelfth with a time
of 32:03. He was happy with his own
finish as it was only his second race
since a three week illness.
Michael Larafinishedin 42nd place
with a time of 33:41, Sean McNatt
came in 72nd place in 34:44, Shuta
Ishibe took 75th place in 34:49, and
Trey Van Dyke placed 93rd with a
time of 36:26.
In spiteofthe final disappointment,
the Owls considered it a great season
and hope to do even better next season.
Of the top seven ru nners, only two,
Irwin and Fowler, are leaving; a young
and talented group will remain.

ton," said Aleskowitch. "Nobody had
an exceptionally poor day, it was just
sort of an average day."
"I don't think it was a great race,
but it wasn't terrible," said Erica
Levine.
Aleskowitch led the Owls, as she
has in almost every race this year. She
finished in 16th place overall with a
time of 18:32.
by Peter Hpwiey
"N icole was a little disappointed in
her performance," said Bevan. "I asked
The women's cross country team her to run a different race tactically,
finished off their season last Saturday and it didnt pan out"
at thefivekilometer NCAA District VI
Bevan explained that he asked
race. Rice finished seventh out of Aleskowitch to start more slowly than
eleven teams, with Nicole Aleskowitch usual and to attempt to pass runners
and Candace Lessmeister cracking from behind later in the race.
the top 20 runners.
"He just wanted us to be conserva"Seventh place is one better than tive over thefirstmile so we could be
they had picked us" in a regional more consistent over the rest of the
coaches' poll, said assistant coach Jim race," Aleskowitch said. She missed
Bevan. The Owls beat the team that qualifying for the national championwas picked to finish ahead of them, ships, since only the top two teams,
UT-Pan American, 172-204. They al- which were Arkansas and Baylor, and
most edged the sixth-place University the top three runners outside of those
of Houston, butfell seven pointsshort teams advance.
"We were hoping to maybe do a
Lessmeister
followed
on
little better, we wanted to beat Hous- Aleskowitch's heels, finishing 18th in

18:35. "Having her there helped me a
lot," said Aleskowitch. "Ithelpsto have
somebody there."
Three Rice runners finished a
minute and a half later. Lynn Sherry
came in 52nd at 19:53, Riva Rahl finished 53rd with a time of 19:58, and
Dana Mayberry placed 55th at 20:05.
Levinefinished63rd with a time of
20:27. "Erica hasn't been 100 percent
since the end of September," Bevan
said. "She's a much better runnner
than that"
Bevan is already looking forward
to next season, since the team will not
lose any runners."Td like to think that
a yearfromnow we could move up two
or three spots in the conference and
be near the top," he said.
Team members seem to share his
sentiment "We're going to do great
next season," said Aleskowitch.
"I'm excited for next year," Levine
said.
Rice has already signed one high
school recruit during the early signing period, Stacy Swankfromthe San
Antonio area.

Aleskowitch,
Lessmeister lead
women to seventh
place finish

Volleyball
season ends
Sunday
by Lynnanne Foster

Your first
to shoot
potential,
Business

job out of college sets the pace tor the rest of your career. The smartest move is
for a company which offers not only challenging responsibilities and career
but also uncfoubtable success. Intuit can offer you just that. We're looking for
Partners, not just employees.

We're a company that crafts tools that inspire millions of people around the world. Our most
widely known product, Quicken®, is an easy to use financial software package that's
number one in its category with a 70% market share. We offer a highly intelligent software
solution, which in essence, makes financial tasks easier.
Where do we go now, in a market that has become the fastest growing category in the
software industry? Full steam ahead! We'll continue to develop innovative products and
listen to our customers' needs. Which is the same stance we take with our people: active
listening and positive career development. At Intuit, each and every employee is a valuable
Business Partner; an important component of our success.
So when deciding which company to pursue after graduation, consider all the odds. Then
follow your Intuition and look for us on campus Monday, November 25th.

software

engineering

opportunities

We're currently looking for strong generalists, individuals capable of making a significant
contribution to state-of-the-art R&D projects. Familiarity with IBM PC, MS and PC DOS,
Macintosh® Toolbox* and Microsoft Windows® development environments is a plus. You'll
also need to possess excellent design and coding skills; exhibit the ability to think on your
feet; and understand the customer's point of view.
Intuit is located in Menlo Park, California. Just 30 minutes away from the excitement of San
Francisco and 45 minutes from Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay. We offer an excellent
compensation package including a Stock Option Plan and a Profit Sharing Program. If you
miss our presentation, please forward your resume/letter of interest to Intuit, P.O. Box
3014, Menlo Park, CA 94026. EOE. All trademarks are registered to their respective corporations.

^Intuit
software

refined

The Rice volleyball team lost their
final conference game of the year at
Autry Court Wednesday night, Ming
in three game to the University of
Houston. Monday, they defeated
Stephen F. Austin in four games, 1513, 7-15, 15-12, 15-5. The Owls now
have a record of 12-22, with one game
left to play in the season.
"We played well as a team," against
Houston, said Michelle Bird, but that
was not enough to prevent the Owls
from remaining winless in the Southwest Conference.
Against Stephen F. Austin, the team
"came out a little flat the first two
games," said assistant coach Henry
Chen, "but then we took charge." Chen
credited the passing game and the
defense as the keys to the victory.
Nicci Yarber led the team in passes
with a 2.4 passing average, while the
defense stopped SFA's best player,
Michelle Reid. Reid, an outside hitter,
had 40 attempts and hit only .125 instead of her usual .300.
Yarber also had 16 kills and hit a
team-leading .353. Jessica Williams
had 13 kills andfiveservice aces. The
team had seven total team blocks, led
by Cheryl Dell who turned in two
block solos and three assists. The
Owls averaged 13 digs per game, with
a total of 52 in four games.
Overall, the team put forth a good
effort Chen noted that the Owls have
learned a lot during the course of the
season and have become better vol-

II

y

Michelle Bird and a teammate block a Houston spike in Wednesday night's loss.

leyball players. He also said that they
are "playing with a lot of pride and
took some teams to the limit" this
year. The team has suffered more
than its fair share of injuries during
the year, sometimes competing with
only six players.

Rice will play Sacramento State
this Sunday at noon to finish the season. The Sacramento State match is at
home, and the Hornets could make
thefinalmatch exciting, as they were
a Division II Final Four school last
year.

Intramural Announcements
Intramural entry deadlines for Friday, November 22nd include:
• co-ed volleyball
• co-ed walleyball
• men's volleyball
• women's basketball
• men's squash
call Lisa for more details at 285-5398

• men's badminton doubles
• men's racquetball doubles

The second round of the free throw contest and the 3 point contest will be held Monday and Tuesday,
November 25th and 26th. Finalists will be notified
Final play results deadline for.
• men's badminton singles • mixed racquetball doubles
is Tuesday, November 26th. Report all scores to Usa.c> a

men's table tennis singles

Men's soccer and men's basketball playoff meetings will be held on Tuesday, November 26th at 4:30
(basketball) and 5:30 (soccer). Teams will be contacted
Final play results deadlines for women's racquetball singles and men's table tennis doubles is Friday,
December 6th. Report all scores to Lisa.
Forfeit fees available for:
• women's volleyball
See Lisa.

men's football

• co-ed basketball
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THE THRESHER SURVEY—what we
always wanted to know
Please answer these questions and campus mail them to the Thresher office—
we'll report the findings sometime next semester.
1. In which NCAA division of
play do you think Rice should
participate?

13. Give an alternate name for
the Thresher.
14. Who is your favorite
professor?

2. Name one course you wish
to see added to Rice's curriculum.
3. Name your favorite band.

b. Love the most?
16. What about P.C.?

4. What do you think about
using race as a factor in making admissions decisions?
17. Which college gives the best
parties?
5. Should we abandon the
honor code?
6. What is your opinion of
"Blind Mice?"

J3

15a. Which Rice building do you
hate the most?

18. Are you going to buy the
new Richard Marx album?
19. Louisiana politics: which is
better, the lizard or the wizard?

7. What is your opinion of
misclass?

20. What was the best Thresher
story this year?

8. What is funny?

21. How often do you read the
Thresher?

2150 RICHMOND AT GREENBRIAR
524-0696

COLLEGE
NIGHT
—EVERY TUESDAY—
9PM-CLOSE
DOMESTIC BEER &
COCKTAILS

(EVEN THE GOOD STUFF!!!)

$2.00

22a. Do you like KTRU?
9. Who do you wish were
president?
10a. Do you think the U.S. is
headed for global obscurity
after the collapse of communist economies?
b. Should the U.S. send dollars to aid these countries?

b. Should they have a mission
from god to be more
mainstream?
23. Should we elect Thresher
editors?
24. Are you happy with
Fondren's hours?

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
NOV. 22 & 23

IN THE GENES
SUNDAY, NOV. 24
OILERS/STEELERS
WEDNESDAY, NOV 27

11. Is Teach for America a viable solution for the education
crisis?

25a. Has the blanket tax increase
from last year improved your
life?
b. How?

12.Does the SA listen to you?

FAIRFAX

TRISH & DARIN
THURSDAY, NOV. 28
THANKSGIVING NIGHT

FRENNDZ
FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
NOV 29 & 30

5 A.M.
HEALTHY MALES WANTED AS SEMEN DONORS:
Fairfax Cryobank needs healthy young men as semen donors: Excellent
compensation; Help Infertile Couples; Confidentiality Ensured; Ages
18 to 35; Located in the Texas Medical Center. Call 799-9937

LIVE MUSIC • SPORTS • DARTS
GAMES • PRIVATE PARTIES
21 AND OVER, ID REQUIRED
OPEN 7 DAYS—NOON TO 2AM
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Don't forget the Thresher Survey on
page 19—clip and return misclass
SNC joke of the week:
"Alcohol is very important for young
A 3-legged dog walks into a bar. He people because it provides a sort of
say s to the bartender, Tell me where 'liquid adulthood.'"
1 canfindthe guy who shot my paw."
Corollary: "What do you call this The Political Ideal:
dog?"
To feel like a liberal, think like a
Tripod."
conservative,eatlikeamoderate,and
[sleep] like an extremist!
"I do not nail my friends unless they
nail me first"
At the Pub:
"I've decided that instead of doing
At the Thresher.
laundry, IH just keep buying new
Thesaurus? I thought all thesau- underwear."
ruses died about eight million years Havent we all?
ago."
and:
A.E. Houseman:
"Hey, Harlan. What did you think "Malt does more than Milton can to
about George and Nancy's bed?"
justify God's ways to man."
and:
"OK, then I want sperm."
T h e next tune is a Celtic he-doneme-wrong-song. It's kind of like
and:
country music, only without the
Putting together the front page:
"Honor, sex, and something with a tractor."
picture."
In Sid commons:
From MASC 453: Things that aren't "... CKis doing some applied research
theorems aren't true."
into this: today's meal, primordial
soup.'"
"They bang King...banned King
I^ear."
Sid female frosh:
—Roger Rosenblatt "I'm not grabbing myself- Well, OK,
I am grabbing myself, but it's not for
"Necking is just a...a bad phenom- pleasure.
enon."
—Dr. George Pharr, MSCI301 Top 10 TV shows that sound like
porn films:
At freshman Archi studio:
10. All in the Family.
"Oh nooooo!!! Oh shit!! I cut his leg 9. Eight is Enough
off"
8. Growing Pains.
7. Different Strokes.
At Hanszen commons:
6. Leave it to Beaver.
"Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar."
5. Knight Rider.
4. Jake and the Fatman.
3. Three's Company.
On KLOL radio:
Man: "Excuse me, ma'm, would you 2. Family Ties.
1. Who's the Boss.
give us your opinion on Roe vs.
Wade?"
Woman: You want my opinion on Sid male frosh in HPER 101:
Roe vs. Wade?"
"I thought it was gone, so I stopped.
Man: "Yes."
But I looked down, and there it was,
Woman: "Well, I guess it depends on flapping in the wind, so I started
how deep the water is!"
again."

THE

PX

"It's not arbitrary; it could be anything."
Milton Hanks, CIVI251
In PHIL 100:
"Jones wants great pleasure."

Read Rupp build, unbuild, and rebuild it
•Jones TG, efo Ben A Jerry's, with the Amazing Light Circus at
12:15 & 4:30. Bring a picnic and get free samples!
Bator Party.
Wiess Film*, (busing Arizona, 7,9,11, you know where, $1.

Two methods learned in accounting.
FIFO: First in-first out
LIFO: Last in-first out
From MASC 335:
"Let's pick an example that most of
us have at least thought about the
torsion of a rod."
and:
"You often get lucky if you choose
the right geometry."
Abrain is only as strong as its weakest
think.

Mwi 8 oawvwwit at sianiorwAppie inviBuonai.

Women's Basketball, Rice Holiday Classic.
Football at Arkansas, 1 p.m.
Houston Ruabv Tournament
Jones Birthday Bash, I0p.m,-2a.m..
oneparo vtnQors *

l^ovewtbe^ 25

November 26

QijkA U/AiyiAn'||lM|h|hA
C&U1 A#ft•*
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Red Insight Less than Zero, 7 p.m. Kyle Morrow Room.

TAKE BACK THE NIGHT candlelight
march, Sewall Courtyard, November
2 6 , 8 p.m. Sponsored by Rice Women's
Alliance.

On a Brown elevator
"I'm the only person who could be
confused by E-mail porn."

PAID NON-PROFIT JOBS available for
work-study students. Meeting on Monday, Januaiy 13, 7 p.m.. Call Bekra at
X6044 for info.

E-mailen
To the guy at Wiess:
"You think your delta's look like
sperm? You should see my xi's!"

JET PROGRAM: teach English in Japan! Meeting Tuesday, November 2 6 , 4
p.m. in the CSS conference room.

Shakespeare on the sly:
Ophelia:
T h e penis, mightier than the sword,
A lethal weapon thrusting forward.
From birth in wombs,
To death in tombs,
What target are we aiming toward?"

HwiflMlay,
November 28

Th

Ma burns the yams n & n

ATTENTION ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP
recipients: if you have received a Rotary
Scholarship for 1992-93, please call
the Office of Academic Advising at 5274060.

information session
open to all majors
Monday, December 2, at 5:45 p.m. in the
Miner Lounge, Ley Student Center
Teach for America is a national teacher corps that places outstanding
individuals w h o commit to teach for two years in urban and rural
school districts that suffer from persistent teacher shortages.

STUDIO COURSES IN ART/HART:
sign-up on sheets in SH 429, speak
with instructor, pre-register for the
course, attend the FIRSTclass of spring,
and sign the waiting list if necessary.
ANYONE WHO WOULD like to pick up
or relate stories about the five pairs of
underwear left at Esperanza, please
contact Stan Hsue at 630-8111.
ANYONE INTERESTED in participating in die Swarthmore Exchange Program for the spring semester, please
contact Dr. Patricia Martin, Office of
Academic Advising, 527-4060.
For intramural announcements please
see page 18.

R & R, Macy's Parade and
a drumstick classified ads
HELP WANTED
SA BOOK CO-OP NEEDS work-study
student for data entry over break and
first 3 weeks of next semester. Limited
accounting skills, Mac, and Mac Excel
knowledge required. $5/hr, 6 0 hrs.
total. Call X4079, SA office, for details.

TEACH
FOR
AMERICA

oiuoo»»wf«

Women's Basketball vs. Southwest Texas, 7 p.m.

Top 6 bumper stickers, T-shirt
slogans, or fortune-cookie implants:
6. Visualize group sex.
5. I'd rather be right than wrong.
4. Try Buddha: why not ASK why
not?
3. Do what you love, the babies will
follow.
2. Money talks, Sex sells.
1. God recycles.

"Eat Lucky Charms! They're
ethnically offensive!"

®®

SA meeting, 10 p.m..
p.
Honor Council open forum at 7 p.m.,

HEALTH EDUCATION OFFICE seeks
independent student assistant to coordinate Students Organized Against Rape
(SOAR) program and assist with programs such as AIDS Awareness Week.
Must be familiar with Macintosh. $6.50
an hour. Call 285-5194.
NEEDED: ALL YEAR-ROUND dynamic,
cheerful, outgoing people w/pleasant,
assertive telephone personalities to
telemarket home improvement repairs.
Flex, hre., weekly pmts, salary • bonus*
commissions. Todd, 988-3906.
STUDENT-OWNED PUBUSHING firm
is cu rrentiy interviewing for the position
of sales account manager. Those interested in advertising/marketing are encouraged to apply. Call Scott 9 8500 8 0 9 to schedule interview.

FOR SALE/RENT
ROOMTO RENT TO STUDENTS. Large,
quiet home 1 mile to Rice or Med.
Center. Nice yard and parking. Leave
message at 528-4588. $185 • bills/
month.

South Blvd.
Bicycles
(West University Area)

Christmas Special!
Bicycle Tune Up
$15.95 Reg. $24.95

GARAGE APARTMENT AVAILABLE
Januaiy 1—free rent and utilities in
exchange for babysitting—River Oaks
area—excellent condition—owners are

Rice graduates—references required.
523-6660.

MISCELLANEOUS
GRADUATE STUDENT (BJV.'70) in elementary education—UH, desires garage apartment or room in house in nice
neighborhood. Quiet, good references.
Eric, 799-2148.
ADOPTION: Caucasian couple prays
for the music of a newborn's cry. Let us
help each other. You'll know your baby
will be. loved and cared for and we'll
become a complete family. Please call
Cail & Ilene collect after 6:30 p.m.
(215) 724-6624.
EARN $2000 * FREE SPRING BREAK
TRIPS! North America's #1 StudentTour
Operator seeking motivated students,
organizations, fraternities and sororities as campus representatives promoting Candun, Bahamas, Daytona and
Panama City! Call 1-800-724-1555!
CASH FOR YOUR USED 501 LEVIS
button fly. Up to $5 pair. 6909Ashcroft,
suite 106 (off Hi 11croft and Be11aire).
Mon-Fri. 1-5. Call 981-5208.
"I AM" Ascended Master Instruction
Free weekly 3 0 minute
telephone broadcasts
590-7231.

JANUARY
GMAT?
Yes, You Can!
You can Register for the
test until Dec. 17th
a n d you can be ready...

Includes: Clean chain cluster,
adjust brakes and gears, true
wheels, adjust hubs, crank and
headsets, and re-oil bike.

- Classes start Dec. 2nd.

20% Off

Call today for
information.

repair and parts for all
students with ID cards
10% off new bikes!
2419-C South Blvd.
526-6196

• Free G M A T preview
class Nov. 19th.

688-5500
THE
PRINCETON
REVIEW
Wc Score More!

