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G-7 leaders agree to study Soviet economy for six months 
economic reforms. for Reconstruction and Develop- the Soviets had previously been a its best interest in regar 
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Backing down from their support 
for joint financial assistance to the 
Soviet Union, leaders of the G-7 na-
tions agreed to President George 
Bush's plan to study the ailing na-
tion's monetary needs, said Secre-
tary of the Treasury Nicholas Brady 
at a press conference Tuesday. 

Brady downplayed the disagree-
ment among the leaders of the indus-
trialized nations, instead stressing a 
unified support for Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's political and 

economic reforms 
Although Bush initiated the pro-

posal for a study, Brady was hesitant 
to call the compromise a U.S. victory. 

The study will investigate the 
economic situation in the Soviet 
Union and determine how Gor-
bachev's reforms would be put in 
place. It will also suggest how the 
countries could aid Gorbachev's re-
form movement in technological 
advances. 

The six-month study will be done 
by the International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank, the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment and the European Bank 

for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, Brady said. 

Although the World Bank is a 
neutral professional international 
organization with the resources al-
ready in place, it may not be able to 
participate in the project, according 
to a Tuesday Reuters report 

And even if the study is under-
taken, it would take at least a year 
and "clearly could not serve as the 
basis for the quick emergency finan-
cial support which has been pro-
posed by some of the summit lead-
ers," a spokesman fof the World 
Bank told Reuters. 

The issue of joint monetary aid to 

'Hello, Sir? How's the Prime Minister this afternoon?' 

As the leaders of the G-7 nations met in Rice University's Herring Hall yesterday afternoon, the Thresher 
placed phone calls to several of the leaders' personal holding rooms in the building. 

Although the. calls irritated many of the high-level assistants, some officials were glad to talk, though 
cautious about providing any information which might not be meant to be released to the press. 

"The mood of the delegation is good," said Horst Teltschik, personal adviser to Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
West Germany, adding that he feels the summit is going well for his country's delegation. 

An assistant to British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher said their delegation is enjoying the summit, 
adding that Rice University is "extremely well-appointed" and Thatcher is "extremely satisfied with the 
university facilities." 

Teltschik was glad to discuss some of the summit issues, such as the West German proposal to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by 25 percent On the issue of Western aid to the Soviet Union, he expressed regret 
that some of Mikhail Gorbachev's changes in the Soviet economy—proposed but not yet approved by the 
Supreme Soviet—were a sticking point in the negotiations. 

But typical of the irritation at student journalists calling them during the meetings was the icy reaction from 
the quarters of Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney: "Look, we dont want to talk to you from this number. 
Call the press office." 

Second day: China, Third World 

THE SUMMIT SEVEN 
Canada 
The decision of the world leaders 

gathered in Houston to maintain 
loan restrictions on China brings the 
issue of human rights into the eco-
nomic world. 

It is important for the leaders, in 
all their decisions, to consider the 
human rights records of countries 
affected by any policies. Any subver-
sion of the popular will of a countiy's 
people should not be supported by 
these industrialized nations. Itwould 
amount to complicity. 

This theme not only pervades the 
discussions about China, but also the 
issues of Soviet aid and debt relief. 
However human rights must not be 
confused with political structures. 
Simply because democratic western 
nations dissapprove of closed econo-
mies and communist regimes, the 
exisitence of these institutions 
should not preclude aid. 

The main issue is self-determina-
tion. The popular will of the people is 
what should be supported and fos-

tered, not blind alignment with west-
ern political and economic struc-
tures. 

-Greg Sewell, University of 
Toronto 

Japan 
Toshiki Kaifu, the Prime Minister 

of Japan, emphasized aid to the Third 
World, focusing on Asia. During the 
summit he has presented the needs 
of countries in Asia and the Pacific 
area to the other developed coun-
tries. He said that although the world 
is aptto focus on the historic changes 
in Europe, we shouldn't forget or 
decrease the economic aid to the 
Third World. This shows Japan's 
role as the only nation from Asia 
taking part in the summit 

Japan is willing to aid China, in 
part because Japanese enterprises 
are lured into a large market in 
China. 

On the other hand, as a July 10 
article in the Houston Chronicle says, 
some Asians, including the Chinese, 
are critical of the economic aid from 

the Soviets had previously been a 
point of division for the leaders. The 
U.S. has maintained that it could not 
send monetary aSd- to the Soviet 
Union unless the Soviets made a 
commitment to market reforms. 
France and West Germany, how-
ever, have called for an immediate 
increase in help for Gorbachev. 

American people could not justify 
a loan to the Soviet Union "while the 
Soviet Union is providing $5 billion of 
aid to Cuba, while their [Soviet] 
missiles are trained on our cities, 
while 18 percent of their GNP is 
dedicated to defense," the Secretary 
said. 

There is no indication that the 
announcement of the study will cur-
tail West Germany's plans for aid to 
the Soviets, Brady stated, who added 
that each country must do what is in 

its best interest in regard to aid to the 
Soviets. 

Brady also addressed other sum-
mit issues including discussions on 
the Uruguay Round. 

SEE STUDY, PAGE 4 

Secretary of State James Baker 

Summit causes merchants 
to suffer, despite visitors 
by Elise Perachio 
Rice University 
and Shaila Dewan 
Rice University 

Japan because they consider the aid 
an economic invasion that reminds 
them of the military invasion during 
World War II. 

It goes without saying that this 
shows Japan hasn't fulfilled its duties 
to send aid to Asia yet Unfortu-
nately, Japan is separated from not 
only the United States and Europe, 
but also from Asia. 

-Kyoto Eguchi, University of To-
kyo 

France 
France has proposed another 

plan to avoid continued deterioration 
of Third World economies. For sev-
eral months, Paris has been making 
decisions to ease the deprived coun-
tries' pain. The underdeveloped na-
tions were in such dire straits that it 
was high time to act France has 
already addressed the plight of the 
less developed nations by writing off 
their French debts. 

Last year, the G-7 leaders came to 
an agreement providing for commer-
cial bank loans to middle income 
countries, like Brazil or Poland. An 
option system was instituted by 
which the commercial banks could 
choose between three payment op-
tions: to reduce the debt itS&lf, to 
decrease the interest rates on pay-
ments, or to pump more money into 
the Third World economies. 

SEE SEVEN, PAGE 4 

Houston may be hot for some, but 
many local restauranteurs, bartend-
ers, and cabbies have gotten the cold 
shoulder from visiting media. It's no 
surprise since, as has been dis-
cussed often on television and in 
print, the media have access to all the 
free food, drink and transportation 
they want 24 hours a day at the 
George R. Brown Convention Cen-
ter. 

Local merchants are upset over 
the freebies which the Houston 
Summit Host Committee calls hospi-
tality. They hoped the influx of visi-
tors would bring a boon to what is 
usually one of the slowest periods for 
the service industry, the week after 
July 4th. But instead, those with ac-
cess to the Brown's luscious spread 
are electing to save their money and 
stay out of the heat 

Among the disgruntled Houston 
entrepreneurs are taxi drivers who 
must compete with METRO'S free 
shuttle service to the Brown, hotels, 
and Rice University. One Yellow Cab 
driver said that rather than increase 
business for him, the summit has 
diminished it particularly because 
of the various roadblocks estab-
lished for motorcades. 

"It takes too long to get to your 

Inside this issue... 

destination," he explained. "We usu-
ally have a company policy of picking 
customers up within 10 minutes of a 
call. Now we estimate about 30 rmn 
utes," he stated. 

This was supposed to generate a 
lot of revenue," said Reagan Wilkins, 
the manager of the Atchafalaya River 
Cafe. Their Cajun cuisine has at-
tracted mostly Japanese journalists, 
though those may have been the 
only ones wearing their credentials, 
he said. 

Has the food service at the con-
vention center cut down on their 
profits? "Absolutely," replied Wilk-
ins. The restaurant expected a 25 
percent increase in business but now 
estimates they've received only 
about 10 percent more, 

Dong Ting, a downtown restau-
rant which is hosting a special party 
for the Japanese delegation today, is 
"kind of disappointed" about the lack 
of business from summit visitors, 
said manager Jack TsaL "All in all, 1 
think we gain a little, but it's way 
below our expectations." 

Tsai, too, stated that traffic block-
ades have cut down on business. 
"That hurt our regular customers." 

"We're difficult to get to, with the 
traffic the way they're routing it," 
said the general manager of the Cat-
tleguard Restaurant and Bar. Santo 
Buttacavoli says that he's played 
host to police officers, but few jour-
nalists have ventured to his down-

SEE MERCHANTS, PAGE 6 

page 3* Opinion: Latin and North Americas form an economic bloc that 

should be exploited. 

page 7* Arts & Entertainment Atchafalaya River Cafe serves affordable 
Cajun food. 

page 8* Summit Summary—a photo essay. 
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Summit proves valuable 
By the official beginning of the 1990 Economic Summit, many of us had 

almost become resigned to the fact that the entire event was designed for the 
press: an entertaining show, but lacking in substance. 

Those of us from Houston and Rice had seen our city, especially our 
campus, turned into a stage for the world to watch its leaders act upon. It 
seemed only natural, after all of the attention given to making the city and 
campus look polished and perfect, that the participants in the actual summit 
would only be actors reading from scripts. 

When the Thresher's invited guests, visiting student journalists represent-
ing the nation and the world, arrived, their first impressions seemed to 
confirm ours. They too were amazed at the media parties, the elaborate press 
packages and the many layers of fresh paint covering the the city. Over the 
past few days the Thresher has printed several articles questioning the ex-
treme hype and hoopla that seem to characterize the summit However, one 
of these articles came to the conclusion that despite the extravagance, the 
show must go on. After the end of the second day of meetings between the 
heads of government from the seven countries, we have to agree. 

Underneath all of the pomp and circumstance, real progress on substan-
tive issues shines through. The deadlock on aid to the Soviet Union was 
broken as President Bush, leading the way, convinced his fellow world 
leaders to commission a study of the Soviet economic situation and proposed 
reforms. Progress was also made on the Uruguay Round agricultural propos-
als, with Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady predicting, "...in terms of 
moving the problem forward, I think you'll see in the communique language 
a different way of looking at this." Bush's Enterprise for the Americas was 
received with strong support, and the participants agreed to further eco-
nomic assistance for Latin America. A commitment to cooperation on global 
environment problems is also expected in the final communique. 

It can be argued that the events of the past year make this summit unique, 
not a prototype for future summits. Or to argue that it was impossible to avoid 
compromises and necessary to make progress. Some of the main issues on 
the table, like those already mentioned, have provoked a public sense of 
urgency, and it was inevitable that solutions would be found With the vast 
array of issues facing each country, there was room on the table for bargain-
ing. Leaders could afford to give in on issues considered of lesser impor-
tance, while pressing harder for those which would affect their nation 
directly. However, even taking into account this cynical point of view, it is 
hard to say that summits are not worthwhile. Regardless of what does or does 
not take place, summits do something of unquestioned value—they promote 
communication. 

The U.S. based Thresher staff has in some ways conducted a summit of its 
own with the six student journalists representing each of the. visiting delega-
tions. We have all exchanged ideas on the various issues that have been focal 
points of the summit, as well as many that have not Everyone's perspective 
on world affairs is broader as a result Our attention has been drawn to the 
effects of specific topics on other countries in very different ways, and the 
importance of those affects as decisions are made. 

Surely our experience is a mirror of what is taking place as the summit is 
broadcast all over the world. As the press brings the attention of different 
nations to topics that they would not previously have thought of in a 
worldwide context public awareness of the world community rises. In-
creased awareness and understanding by the worldwide public of their next 
door and overseas neighbors can only help promote a demand for world 
peace and cooperation. 

GLOBAL WARMING 

Soviets need aid without conditions 
by Boris Maurer 
Bonn University 

One might be entertained by the 
argument that there should be ex-
tremely limited monetary aid to the 
Soviet Union as long as the process 
towards serious economic reform is 
not confirmed. After all, hasn't re-
cent history demonstrated to us that 
there are fast ways to democratic 
reforms in Soviet Union's former 
satellites that should be applicable to 
the Soviet Union itself? 

However, even if Eastern Euro-
pean countries were able to apply 

Soviet stereotype is unjustified 

by Eric Jozsef 
University of Paris 

Is the Soviet Union definitely the 
"evil empire?" Must we think that 
Soviet people will never change? In a 
sense, these questions come down 
to knowing if the USSR is likely to 
become a free-market democracy or 
not 

An obvious answer does not exist 
because it is hard to wake up the 
Soviet citizens after more than sev-
enty years of Leninism. During the 
last twenty years, most Soviets did 
not care about what was going wrong 
in their country. Even when they 
wanted to build something, they 
were not able to do it because of 
heavy social laws and buraucracy. 

That was a rational attitude. In 
fact, they should have revolted. That 
was what they did in 1917 against a 
feudal system. After that the civil 
war continued the first world war. In 
1928, Stalin reached the high point of 
his power, and millions of people 
were murdered because they em ha-

rassed his dictatorship. Then World 
War II came, and more than 20 mil-
lion Soviets died on the battlefield. 
We should not make such a hasty 
summary about the Soviet history. 
But we should remember that many 
Soviets died for their opinions; I 
mean they are obviously able to fight 
for ideas and their way of life. 

However, this does not mean 
that the Soviet people will never 
come back to responsibility. Firstly 
because "Soviets" means nothing. 
From Brest-litovsk to Vladivostok 
more than 120 different ethnics live: 
Slavs, Armenians, Turks, etc. 

Secondly, we cannot say that a 
particular group of people have any 
one kind of human quality. We can-
not say, for instance, that Italians are 
lazy, French are quarrelsome or 
Germans are conquerors. It makes 
no sense. Sometimes some groups 
want to be represented or represent 
the others with a particular human 
quality. But when that happens, we 
have to study the social, economic 
and political conditions of such an 
attitude. But it can never be a kind of 
genetic and eternal way of being. If 

we put a human feature on a people, 
we make racial difference because 
racial difference is something made 
by men. And there is a thin line be-
tween a racial idea and a racist one. 
That is just a question of hierarchy— 
people are racist when they label one 
group as inferior. 

It is in that light that we should 
think of the economic and political 
conditions that have changed in the 
U.S.S.R. They will probably also 
change their mind about the West-
ern world and free market econom-
ics. That is why we must trust in 
perestroika. I think the Bush admini-
stration has been aware of it since 
1987. 

The problem for Bush is accep-
tance by the Republican party. But 
the most conservative members 
have probably already lost the cold 
war they wanted to keep on. They 
have always lived with the Soviet 
enemy in their heads. They dont 
know how to deal without it The red 
scare has vanished. When it comes 
to Gorbachev, even Margaret 
Thatcher says, "I can do business 
with him." 

shock therapy to their economies 
and have since then become ad-
dicted to Western-style democracy, 
this is not proof that this is the solu-
tion for the Soviet Union. For plenty 
of reasons. 

The Soviet Union is not a small or 
medium-sized power whose actions 
affect only itself. It is still one of the 
two main poles in the security bal-
ance of the world of today. Every 
solution leading towards a unified 
world will affect both the Western 
and especially the American position 
just as much as the Soviet position. 

One who criticizes sputtering re-
form in the Soviet system, should be 
able to answer the question, "Where 
is the change on our side?" Whoever 
misses the opportunity to assist this 
superpower will be held responsible 
for the outcome. 

Drawing the Soviet Union into 
the European Community will re-
lieve remaining Cold War hostilities, 
creating an atmosphere of stability 
for everyone. Recognizing the con-

giving immediate aid to the Soviet 
Union. 

Examples of these excuses in-
clude whether or not the given 
money will get stuck somewhere in 
the bureaucratic system, or if it will 
be used only for short term con-
sumption. Some even argue that the 
money can be used against the do-
nors by subsidizing Cuba or the 
Soviet defense budget 

It is said by those hesitant to give 
aid that there should be specific 
conditions fulfilled before aid can be 
given. These conditions were re-
jected by the French President 
Francois Mitterand in yesterday's 
summit plenum. 

Mitterand objected to the said 
conditions saying that it is unfair to 
impose "conditions that will not be 
able to be fulfilled by the Soviet Un-
ion until the year 2010, and it will be 
too late then.'Aid should not be tied 
to what we in the West call "demo-
cratic changes." 

Instead, aid should be linked to 

Aid should not be tied to what we in 
the West call "democratic changes." 

sequences of an isolated U.S.S.R., 
the German, French and Canadian 
attitudes on providing aid to the 
U.S.S.R- is in no way naive. 

Investment in the Soviet Union 
will turn out to be a fabulous invest-
ment in the future as long as those 
countries opposing it don't succeed 
in driving the Soviet Union back into 
worldwide isolation. 

Fortunately more and more 
p>eople and their representatives are 
becoming aware of the inherent 
problem of an isolated Soviet Union. 
The ongoing summit shows that 
even the American government's 
opinion is changing, too. 

Several explanations ar? often 
offered for the strong opjposition in 

concrete infrastructure and logisti-
cal programs ensuring that there will 
be a competitive Soviet Union enter-
ing world markets without destabil-
izing security structures. 

But as long as the strongest eco-
nomic powers do not come to a con-
sensus on giving aid to the Soviet 
Uniofi, bilateral programs like the 
German loan won't be enough and 
the risk of wasted investment rises. 

All of this bears the risk of Soviet 
reforms failing and the re-establish-
ment of an unwanted regime. When 
we hear the muttering on Gor-
bachev's hesitation on rapid reform, 
we should remember how this man 
already changed the face of our 
world. 
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Latin and North Americas make natural economic bloc 
by John Weimer 
Rice University 

With the dissolution of the ideo-
logical blocs and the military alli-
ances which characterized the Cold 
War era, countries throughout the 
world are searching for an interna-
tional framework in which to rede-
fine themselves. 

Providing financial aid to the 
Soviet Union is a central topic of this 
year's G-7 Economic Summit Once 
an ideological and strategic enemy, 
the Soviet Union is now considered 
an ailing ally by some summit partici-
pants. The transformation of East 
European countries to free-market 
democracies combined with the 
approaching economic unity of 
Western Europe is dictating a new 
international order based upon eco-
nomics. 

Following Europe's lead, several 
countries consider reorganization 
by regional trading blocs more and 
more every day. The prospect of a 
world order determined by eco-
nomic relationships has ignited the 
imaginations of peoples worldwide. 
In fact, foreign policy based upon 
mutual economic interests instead of 
ideological differences presents the 
possibility of the most communal 
international system in history. 

With the eminent economic soli-
darity of the European Community, 
the U.S. must seek greater solidarity 
with neighboring countries. Al-
though the U.S. already trades heav-
ily with Canada, a larger economic 
bloc could mean greater domestic 
prosperity and greater regional soli-
darity. 

Spanish interests are purchasing 

several state-owned telecommunica-
tions companies in Latin America as 
well as bidding on state-owned air-
lines. In 1988, Japan's foreign aid to 
developing countries, accompanied 
by technicians and consultants, ex-
ceeded that of the U.S., some of it 
going to Latin America. Appreciative 
of Japan's willingness to give money, 
many Latin Americans welcome 
Japanese private investment In 
contrast to large-scale U.S. invest-
ment, it comes as an economic op-
portunity instead of a political threat 

What can the U.S. do to prevent 
the fragmentation of a potential eco-
nomic bloc? 

It can either help to finance ineffi-
cient bureaucracies and misguided 
development projects or help to re-
form them. 

Structural reform must come 
from the top in Latin American coun-
tries. This process has begun in 
Mexico and Brazil, the largest debt-
ors, with the elections of Carlos Sali-
nas de Gortari and Fernando Colk>r 
de Mello. Both intend to increase for-
eign trade and tear down the state 
sector. 

The Mexican government is cur-
rently drawing up plans for the priva-
tization of the state-owned banks. 
Following Argentina's lead, Brazil is 
considering selling its state-owned 
telephone company to Entel. The 
acquisition comes soon after the 
company's purchase of a 45 percent 
stake in Chile's state-owned tele-
phone company. 

Meanwhile, Aerolinas Argenti-
nas accepted bids on July 6 for an 85 
percent share of the national airlines. 

Privatization is far from a new 
phenomenon in Latin America. But 
contradicting their traditional oppo-
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sition to privatization, Latin Ameri-
cans are more willing than ever be-
fore to support it 

With the end of the Cold War, 
national autonomy is no longer syn-
onymous with anti-Americanism. 
Added to its fading contempt for the 
United States, Latin America is in-
creasingly afraid that the changes in 
Europe will leave it out in the cold. 
Without a history of economic mis-
management, Eastern Europe pro-
vides an attractive new region for 
foreign investment and trade. Closer 
ties with the U.S. have become an 
investment instead of a threat 

On June 27, 1990 President 
George Bush unveiled a major eco-
nomic package designed to bolster 
Latin American democracies by pro-
posing a hemisphere-wide free-trade 
zone and offering to write off approxi-
mately $12 billion in debt the region 
owes the U.S. government In addi-

tion, $100 million would be donated 
each year to a "investment fund for 
the Americas." 

Bush is well aware of the opportu-
nities Latin America presents. In 
1989, U.S. trade with Latin America 
exceeded $100 billion. The region is 
home to 435 million people, com-
pared with Eastern Europe's 113 
million. And half of the population is 
under 15 years of age, about to enter 
the consumer market 

The President's action is admi-
rable, yet flawed. Will he repeat the 
errant policy which has helped sus-
tain Latin America's poverty? 

Only short-term gains result from 
free-trade with Third World coun-
tries. A starved African child cannot 
win a foot race with Carl Lewis. If 
Latin American countries are to 
develop, they must first be protected 
with tariffs. 

Without trade barriers, they are 

raped of low-cost natural resources 
in exchange for high-cost techno-
logical imports. Industrial and tech-
nological development would aug-
ment financial resources, as has 
occurred in Southeast Asia Only 
then could tariffs be eliminated. 

Bush's proposed $12 billion in 
debt reduction will decrease the 
continent's $400 billion foreign debt 
by 3 percent The amount will nei-
ther make debt repayment realistic 
nor reallocate money to investment 
projects. 

It is time that the United States 
combat its paranoia of a stronger 
Europe and Japan by working to 
strengthen the economic bloc of the 
Americas. Diplomatic gestures, in-
stead of serious economic ones, will 
only perpetuate the economic dis-
parity within the region and weaken 
the economic stability of the hemi-
sphere. 

Homeless need help, not Houston hype 
by Noelle Vance 
University of Michigan 

Economic prosperity isn't meas-
ured by free caviar and ice cream. It's 
not about which company can pro-
vide the greatest number of trinkets 
for visiting journalists or extract the 
best PR pieces for themselves. 

Yet that is the only gauge of pro-
sperity Houstonians have offered this 
week. And the journalists, filling 
their pages or screens with special 
features on the summit's gala affairs, 

would have one believe the hoopla 
surrounding the Economic Summit 
is truly indicative of an upswinging 
economy. 

One only has to walk a short dis-
trance from the G. R. Brown Conven-
tion Center, however, to realize that 
many neighborhoods are far from 
crawling out of their economic 
slump. The deteriorating shacks and 
condemned buildings of Allen-Park-
way Village do not speak of eco-
nomic prosperity. Instead, they 
speak of a city willing to pussyfoot 
around the issue of affordable and 

Trickle-down explained 
by Jay Yates 
Rice University 

Upon realizing that there was no 
new news to be had in the George R. 
Brown Convention Center, I decided 
to hit the streets and talk to the 
people. But this task was not an easy 
one, seeing how all of Houston's 
street people have been removed for 
the duration of the summit 

Being a resourceful young editor, 
I hailed a local cab driver and, as he 
took me from downtown back to Rice 
University, I asked him what he 
thought Houston was getting out of 
the summit 

"This summit thing is great for 
Houston," he said. 

Surprised, I mentioned the cost of 
all those police officers, the freebies 
given to the media at the city's ex-
pense,the closing of Memorial Drive 
and a zillion other streets, and all the 
time and energy wasted on an event 
that would be over Wednesday at 
noon. 

"You kids just don't understand 
the trickle-down theory," he began. 
"See, all these media people are 
spending a fortune in our hotels. So 
our hotel owners will all get together 
and take their wives out to the Hous-
ton Symphony. When the cellist gets 
her pay check the next Friday, she'll 
go out to Ninfa's for fajitas, and since 
she just got paid, shell leave a little 
extra for the water. 

"The waiter will then share his 
good fortune at a nightclub after 
work. He'll have a few drinks and 
probably buy one for the blond lady 
at the end of the bar. Trying to im-
press the said bimbo, our friend the 

waiter will tip the bartender in green-
backs instead of silver. 

"The bartender then spends his 
tip buying the Sunday edition of the 
Houston Chronicle, which is res-
cued from a recycling bin by a home-
less person, who uses it as a blanket 
that evening. 

"So you see, everyone benefits 
with the trickle down theory." 

Feeling a little overwhelmed that 
a cab driver had such a comprehen-
sive view of how our economy works 
when I received a 'C' in ECON 101,1 
asked him if he had ever worked as a 
business consultant A tear came to 
his eye as he pulled out what seemed 
to be a framed cocktailcnapkin with 
some scribbling on it, saying that his 
most important fare was with a Re-
publican presidential candidate back 
in 1979. And that was the only time 
anyone ever took his ideas seriously. 

My lesson ended just as we ar-
rived at the campus, and I paid the 
fare. For the tip I left the gold Texas 
medallion from the second free 
press bag given to me at the conven-
tion center as my own version of the 
trickle-down theory. 

safe housing and community rule for 
a sizeable number of its minority 
citizens. 

In nearby areas, the sights of men 
sleeping in parking lots or rubbish-
ing through the garbage are too 
familiar. 

People say the hoopla is okay 
because the city is going to get so 
much back from the summit Rice 
University will have its name plas-
tered across the country, able to at-
tract the best and brightest students 
from every state in the union. Yet in 
Houston, approximately 7000 stu-
dents graduated from the Houston 
Independent School District last 
year. Only about 40 percent of those 
graduates indicated a desire to at-
tend college. Many of the dropouts 
were black or Hispanic and will face 
the double hardshipof being without 
an education and a minority in a still 
white dominated society. 

Tourism the area of business 
most likely to benefit from the sum-
mit, already brings about $335 mil-
lion to the community. 

The city, according to Host com-
mittee estimates, could sp>end at 
least $10 million to host the summit; 
most of that money has been do-
nated by corporations and individu-
als. The same city could not afford, or 
did not want to afford, to renovate the 
facilities of the Gregory Lincoln 
School last year from which students 
walked-out to protest the lack of 
equipment and supplies. 

Houstonians are right if they 
think their caviar and ice cream is 
telling the world something about 
their city's economic status. Any city 
that can raise enough money to give 
more than 3000 journalists a 15x24 
inch hand towel rolled under 14 tons 
of pressure and provide seven tables 
of expensive delicacies served 24 
hours a day, ought to be able to take 
care of its own citizens. 

The Thresher 
wishes to thank 

Ben Rice 
Pontiac Cadillac GMC Truck 
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While summit jet-set lives it up, Fourth Ward knows none of it 
by Noelle Vance 
University of Michigan 
and Shaila Dewan 
Rice University 

No flags are waving on Gillette 
Street, where 71-year-old Ollie Faye 
Minix lives. Though less than ten 
blocks away from the thousands of 
journalists downtown for the Eco-
nomic Summit, the dilapidated 
wooden houses and tenements of 
Houston's Fourth Ward do not sport 
red and white begonias or newly-
scrubbed streets. 

"I don't think about itat all," Minix 
said of the summit as she sat on her 
front porch drinking a Pepsi in the 
hot afternoon sun. "It aint doing 
nothing for me. They aren't allowed 
here. Your mayor won't let them 
come here." 

Fourth Ward, one of Houston's 
oldest districts, is one of 300 areas 
city officials said were cleaned for 
the summit, but Maggie Thatcher 
and Toshiki Kaifa would not recog-
nize this inner-city scene as the city 
they've seen via motorcade for the 
past 5 days. 

"They said they were going to 
clean up the city. I ain't seen nobody 

cleaning up around here," said one of 
Minix's companions. 

Though volunteers spent one 
Saturday picking up debris and clear-
ing the streets, the area is still a 
"mess and needs a lot more than one 
cleanup," said City Councilman 
Vince Ryan (D-Disrict C), who repre-
sents both the Rice University area 
and the Fourth Ward. 

"We had no control over aban-
doned buildings," said Robert 
Chase, executive director of Clean 
Houston Incorporated. Chase said 
volunteers were not allowed to clean 
abandoned property for safety rea-
sons. Because Fourth Ward is a his-
toric district, Chase added, there 
were added restrictions cleaning the 
area. All equipment used for the 
project was donated. 

"As long as people have inappro-
priate sanitary behavior, there's no 
guarantee it will stay clean," Chase 
said. 

Though the summit delegates 
were not expected to stop in the 
neighborhood, which is just south of 
the Allen Parkway route taken by 
several motorcades, Ryan said "The 
Fourth Ward lies in the shadow of 
the downtown buildings...it's easy to 
take a wrong turn." 

If a "wrong turn" were to occur, 
VIPs might catch a glimpse of the 
predominantly black and Hispanic 
Gregory Lincoln Middle School. Just 
in case of that unlikely event, the 
school had posted "Welcome Eco-
nomic Summit" underneath their 
sign. 

Gillette Street residents said they 
never saw the cleanup crews. 

They also expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the amount of money the 
city spent on the summit Hous-
ton's return on its investment in the 
summit cannot be measured. But the 
cup will not likely runneth over into 
Houston's ghettos, where lives are 
filled with food stamps, burnt-oi't 
neon church mission signs and gov-
ernment checks. 

"They're wasting the money," 
said Minix of summit expenses. 
They're not spending it" 

"It's a waste of time," agreed 
Larry McGrew, who has been fixing 
city water meters for 11 years. 
"People need raises around here...I 
don't think it would cost $5 million to 
renovate that Allen Park," he said, 
referring to a rundown area nearby 
which local residents would like to 
renovate. McGrew added that he 
had not received a raise since 1985. 

Seven 
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ist government which was elected in 
1981. 

Of course, such initiatives cost a 
lot In 1990, the world debt is nearly 
$1.2 billion, a quarter of the annual 
American GNP. 

That's why such decisions are not 
quite easy to make. The proposal is 
courageous but also inevitable. 
France has played a leading role on 
this issue but its partners like Italy or 
England will eventually support it 

-Eric Jozsef, University of Paris 
Great Britain 
The British delegation seems 

largely satisfied with the way the 
summit has gone. Devotees of the 
comedy program, "Yes Minister," 
will recognize the British definition 
of satisfactory—very little of sub-
stance has been decided, most is-
sues have been fudged and outward 
unanimity has been preserved. The 
complex issues of agricultural subsi-
dies and Soviet aid program have 
been left to the civil servants and 
experts at GATT and the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment (EBRD) etc., as they should 
be. The basic point of these summits 
is often missed: neither the politi-
cians or the journalists truly under-
stand the details of the negotiations 
which they are directing or report-
ing. And the negotiating officials 
rarely look beyond the minutiae to 
the broad movements of policy. 
Which is all why history can be so 
interesting and unexpected. 

-Jonathan Marshall, Oxford Uni-
versity 

Germany 
For the unexperienced eye there 

is not much going on at the summit 
It is also difficult to find out what 
distinguishes this summit from oth-
ers. Is this different from a profes-
sional point of view? For Mr. Kolbe, a 
German radio jounalist from SFB 
station in Berlin, the Houston loca-
tion is a "lucky chance" In his opin-
ion it is "the summit of the short 
distances" because everything is 
nearby and well organized. "They 
really spend much effort on prepar-

ing a comfortable stay for us," he 
said. But there is also criticism. "All 
cities who host economic summits 
believe that an economic summit 
brings in business people. But there 
are only journalists following what 
their government is doing at the 
summit And journalists are not at-
tracted by big meals. So they put too 
much effort into this." 

Asked about what the summit will 
produce, Kolbe said that "this sum-
mit shows the differences between 
the G-7 countries on political topics. 
At the Paris summit everybody was 
in the same opinion on China," he 
said. " In Houston topics are much 
more controversial" 

And: "We don't get to know what 
is played behind the curtains. It be-
longs to the rules of such events that 
the real news is announced three or 
four days later," he said. Of course, 
the proposal to install an urgent res-
cue action for the rain forests in 
Brazil is a good result We can look 
forward with confidence to further 
results from the summit 

-Boris Maurer, University of Bonn 
Italy 
While G-7 leader will focus first 

on if, when and how to start efforts to 
avoid eastern countries' economic 
collapse, the delegations will also 
discuss developing countries' debt 
Italy has already stressed that its 
willingness to aid Eastern Europe 
will in no way affect its intention to 
ease the debt burden of developing 
countries. 

The leaders now must face re-
quests for a coordinated and global 
effort by all creditor institutions—be 
they commercial banks, govern-
ments, multilateral institutions or 
any other instiutions that may pro-
vide such help. c 

This has been discussed in Mr. 
Craxi's report, which he presented 
as a representative of the United 
Nation's general secretary for debt 
issues. Italian delegations have 
brought forth a similar point of view 
during summit talks. President 
Giulio Andreotti will ask for an agree-
ment on the cancellation of the debt 
burden for countries which have a 
per-capita income of less than $550 
per year and alleviation of debts for 
those with per-capita income be-
tween $550 and $1,300 per year. 

Italy's attitude towards both East-
ern Europe and Third World debt is 
by no mistake what less developed 
countries were hoping to hear. 

Some may think that developing 
countries' problems are not a matter 
of concern for industrialized econo-
mies. But, as Mr. Craxi remarked in 
his report, the Thirld World debt is 
an issue of national secruity. 

Third world debt causes related 
problems with immigration from 
those countries, drug trafficking, 
trade imbalance and obstacles to 
free trade market Those problems 
heavily affect the global economic 
and political sitution. 

Italy now faces all these issues. 
Even if Italy supports the Soviet Un-
ion, it will not stop looking for a solu-
tion to aid developoing nations. 

-Isabel Lhuillier, University of 
Luigi Bocconi 

United States 
In the debate about farm subsi-

dies, two major points have been 
ignored: who really loses and why 
these grants are antithetical to the 
very policies which have made the 
West so prosperous. 

Farm subsidies punish domestic 
consumers as much as foreign ex-
porters, in two ways: by raising tariffs 
to keep out cheaper products and by 
giving incentives to send products 
abroad, thus reducing the quantity of 
products on sale at home, which of 
course increases their prices. The 
poor, who spend a disproportion-
ately large amount of their income 
on food, are the hardest hit 

Who benefits at their expense? 
The "family farmer," sure, but 
mainly rich agrobusinesses. Sup-
porters claim ending these subsidies 
would eliminate many "family farm-
ers," who are mistakenly believed to 
be vital to a country. Toss aside the 
fact that many of them would sur-
vive, and the question remains, 
"Why should we care if they fail?" 

We shouldn't The great success 
of capitalism is that it allowed, nay, 
forced, people to move from the 
country to the city. Thus, the pool of 
labor which led to industrialization 
was formed; and it has steadily in-
creased, as people have moved from 
a non-productive activity to a more 
productive one because of the cruel 
dictates of the market It's no coinci-

"You can't talk to us about econo-
mies," said another woman perched 
on a concrete landing. "We dont 
have any money. This is a ghetto." 

Despite anger and frustration 
about the city's expenditures, the 
citizens appreciated the summit's 
higher purpose. "The nations are 
going to come together," said Minix 
with certainty. 

Blocks away in the Friendship 
Baptist Church, Rosie Clark led a 
Bible study class in a hymn. "Ifs 
beautiful," she said of the gathering 

of world leaders. "We need to pray 
for those people to have unity. It's 
beautiful." 

When informed that officials had 
raised $10 million in private dona-
tions for the summit, however, Clark 
and her class gasped in horror. 
"Where is that money coming from?" 
asked one student looking around at 
the ill-lit crumbling church. She and 
other Fourth Ward residents, over-
looked in the international hoopla, 
might well wonder. 
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Ollie Faye Minix sits on the porch of her home in the Fourth Ward. 

dence that one of the best indicators 
of a nation's wealth is the percent of 
people employed in agriculture. Poli-

ticians trying to save family farmers 
best undertand this. 

-Kurt Moeller, Rice University 

Study 
FROM PAGE 1 

"There is general agreement on 
the need to reduce expensive and 
inefficient barriers to trade and agri-
culture, although vigorous discus-
sion continues on the specific ele-
ments of a multilateral solution," 
Brady said. 

Although Brady could not pin-
point specific advancements, he 
stated, "In terms of moving the prob-
lem forward, I think youU see in 
communique language a different 
way of looking at this." 

The G-7 leaders also agreed that 
they will continue to provide eco-
nomic assistance to Eastern Europe 
and Latin America, Brady said. The 
leaders discussed Bush's Enterprise 
for the Americas, which involves 
measures to liberalize trade and in-
vestment regimes in Latin America 
and the Caribbean as well as reduc-
tion of official debt in that region. 

The Enterprise for the Americas 
and Bush's debt strategy both re-
ceived "strong support from the 
heads," said Brady. 

Brady also said he expects the 
final communique to include a 
strong commitment to cooperate on 
global environment problems. 

EL MESON 
Cuban Mexican Restaurant 

Family owned and operated since 1981 

PAELLA 
made to order • must call ahead 

Today's Lunch Special 
"CARNE GUIS ADA" 

522-9306 

The Garcia Family 
11am -10 pm 

2425 University 
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Bored police at Rice take 12-hour shifts in Houston heat 
by Stephanie Hirsch 
Swarthmore College 

With sweat running down the 
center of your forehead and wool/ 
polyester blue pants soaking up the 
sun, defending world leaders can be 
a challenge. 

So said the 270 officers stationed 
every 50 yards around the three-mile 
circumference of the Rice University 
campus. They are part of what city 
officials call the largest protection 
operation in the history of Houston 
and the U.S. Secret Service. 

The whole operation will cost the 
city at least $1.5 million, employ over 
2,000 Houston police officers and 
has taken eight months of planning, 
said Richard Retz, officer and 
spokesperson for the Houston Po-
lice Department 

The 2200 city police officers in-
volved in protection repesent more 
than half of the total Houston police 
force, Retz said. About 95 percent of 
the city's summit protection price 
tag will be for overtime pay and per-
sonnel costs. 

"We cancelled all days off, all 
vacations," Retz sad. "You had to be 
in intensive care, just about, to get 
off." The city called in extra officers 
to maintain protection for the rest of 
Houston, Retz said. 

Officer C.R. La Groue, 29, be-
lieves they will need a few more 
substitutes when "some of us drop 
off from heat exhaustion." 

Although they were holding their 
posts surrounding the campus, 
many of the officers said they would 
rather be fishing, picnicing, playing 
golf, "swilling down a Miller Lite" or 
resting in air-conditioned homes 
with their families. 

Officer J.J. Garcia, 31, was "just 
trying to survive." 

Since they have been stationed at 
posts around campus, officers have 

arrested three news media people 
and seven civilians, who were fined 
between $50 and $350 and released, 
Retz said. 

Secret service agents, who give 
out final orders for all protection 
operations, have set metal detectors 
at entrances, used police dogs to 
search vehicles and buildings for 
bombs, and swept campus buildings 
and steam pipes for any stray people, 
said Mary Voswinkel, the chief of 
Rice University Police. 

Retz said about a dozen depart-
ments such as the FBI, the U.S. 
Customs Agency and the Harris 
County SherrifFs Department have 
divided up most of the protection 
responsibilities. The three main 
agencies—HPD, the campus police 
and secret service—have been 
forced to coordinate different protec-
tion strategies. 

"With the different agencies 
trying to work together with differ-
ent upper structures and different 
ways of conveying orders, it is very 
difficult," Voswinkel said. 

Some officers feel they have re-
ceived unclear orders. "I don't know 
why I'm here," said officer James 
Capps, 24. 

The police department gives prep 
talks to their officers to "try to give 
enough knowlege about the mission 
to prepare," Adolph said. 

Secret Service coordinates much 
of the portection, but will not com-
ment on their strategies for protec-
tion, said Ken Louspalot, a secret 
service special agent stationed at 
Rice. 

The city police department, mak-
ing up about 95 percent of the effort, 
guards the outer circle of Rice Uni-
versity as well as Hermann Park, 
motorcades, hotels of the dignitaries 
"and on and on and on," Retz said. 

Seventeen campus police officers 
have also been holding 12-hour 
shifts since Saturday. They have 

Baker pledges hard 
line on aid to U.S.S.R 
Randy Udavcak 
Carnegie Mellon University 

Secretary of State James A. Baker 
said that the overwhelming senti-
ment to emerge from the summit 
was exhilaration at recent strides 
that have been made all over the 
world for the cause of democracy— 
though he cautioned that such oc-
curences "should not lead us to over-
look other opportunities and other 
needs." 

Speaking at an afternoon press 
conference yesterday at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center, Baker 
relayed the current state of affairs 
from within the G-7 meeting rooms 
by summarizing the details of the 
Political Declaration issued by the 
summit leaders. 

Baker listed a number of role 
models for what he called "demo-
cratic evolution" around the world, 
including Namibia, Chile, Panama, 
and Nicaragua. As for those areas 
currently locked in the heat of con-
flict — such as Afghanistan, Cambo-
dia, Angola, Korea, Israel and Paki-
stan—he said it is the position of the 
leaders that the most plausible solu-
tion lies in negotiated settlements 
leading to free democratic elections. 

Responding to what was to be a 
barrage of questions dealing with 

checked people's credentials and 
escorted uncredentialed people onto 
campus. 

Because of limited access to out-
side restaurants, officers have taken 
to barbequeing their meals. "We 

cook meat sausages, chicken, pota-
toes," said Sargent Willie Anderson 
as he stoked an oven outside the 
campus police department 

Most officers agree that patrol is a 
necessary but boring duty. 

"You have to look at the impor-
tance of those seven people and their 
staffs," said Calvin E. Adolph, 45, a 
Houston police officer. "It's not just 
their relative importance to America, 
but to the world." 
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Two secret service officers watch over the opening ceremonies from the roof of one of Rice's buildings on the quadrangle 

City brings out best for media briefing 
by Robert Miller 
University of Miami 

Soviet aid, Baker restated the United 
States' reluctance to grant economic 
aid to the Soviet Union without proof 
of Soviet economic and political re-
form. "For 70 years the Soviets have 
embraced an economic policy that is 
totally foreign to the principles that 
we believe in," he said. 

Still, the secretary did not pre-
clude the possibility of either loans 
or direct grants. "I don't think you 
should ever say never," said Baker, 
relaying his hope that the leaders 
can find a "positive response and 
reaction to the request that has come 
from the Soviet Union." Although 
stressing that the countries attend-
ing the conference want to help the 
U.S.S.R. move toward a "more se-
cure, stable and open" political envi-
ronment, Baker was quick to caution 
that the leaders have still not agreed 
on the scope of such assistance. 

In response to criticism that the 
United States' pledge to help the 
cause of perestroika has been largely 
a rhetorical exercise, Baker retorted 
that the United States will continue 
its long-standing policy of providing 
technical assistance and training to 
the Soviet Union. "Technical assis-
tance is very, very important and 
could be every bit as important if not 
more important, than a specific dol-
lar amount of financial assistance," 
he said. 

The City of Houston rolled out it's 
best and brightest Tuesday to show-
case the city as a "progressive and 
open minded" place to live and work. 

In a series of media briefings at 
the George R. Brown Convention 
Center, city leaders, educators and 
business people attempted to con-
vince the international gathering of 
press for the 1990 Economic Summit 
of Industrialized Nations that Hous-
ton is leading the way in the areas of 
energy, space and medical indus-
tries as well as its role in the high-
energy physics research for the 
Superconducting Super Collider. 

"Houston has a fantastic story to 
tell about its economic recovery, 
diversification, research, technol-
ogy and leadership, and we believe 
these Houstonians represent some 
of the most exciting developments 
taking place in Houston today," said 
Randall Meyer, chairman of the 
Economic Summit Host Commit-
tee's Sights of Houston Subcommit-
tee. 

"It is very much a Houston tradi-
tion to be a part of a frontier," Joseph 

P. Allen, vice president of Space 
Industries International Inc., said 
during the briefing on Houston's 
role in space technonlogy. There 
very much is a pioneer spirit here." 

Kenneth Lay, president and 
CEO of Enron Corp., told the press 
that Houston was, and still is, "the 
energy capitol of the world." Lay 
went on to predict the future of the oil 
business and its relationship to the 
city of Houston. 

Lay said that he believes that, 
given the current direction of world 
oil consumption, consumers can 
expect to pay about $6 for a gallon of 
gas by the year 2000. Because of this, 
he said there will be an increase in 
dependency on natural gas and off-
shore oil drilling, something the 
Houston based energy companies 
are already preparing for. 

At 3 p.m., Houston Mayor 
Kathryn Whitmire and several other 
of Houston's women leaders met to 
brief the press oh the strides women 
have made in the public sector in the 
city and in the state. 

Whitmire explained that not only 
does Houston have a woman mayor, 
but the three other largest cities in 
Texas also have women as their 
executive officers. 

"These include Dallas, El Paso 
and San Antonio. Nowhere else can 
you find even the top two cities in a 
state with women as mayors," Whit-
mire said. 

Houston also has the only femak? 
chief of police in the nation, Eliza-
beth Watson. Because of this, she 
said she believes Houston is ahead of 
most of the rest of the country in 
opening doors for women. 

The mayor, during the brief 
question and answer part of the brief-
ing, explained that the city of Hous-
ton had a lot to be proud of and that 
the briefings and promotions that 
have been going on during the sum-
mit have attempted to show that to 
the rest of the world. 

Invited guests included such 
Houston notables as Rod Canion, 
president and CEO of Compaq 
Computer Corp.; Constantine Nican 
dros, CEO of Conoco Inc.; James 
Dunlap, president of Texaco USA; 
Aaron Cohen, director of the 
Johnson Space Center; Richard 
Wainerdi, president and CEO of the 
Texas Medical Center, and Dr. 
James "Red" Duke, professor of sur-
gery at the University of Texas 
Medical School in Houston. 

Asked whether negotiations 
might clear the way for private dona-
tions, Baker pointed to current legal 
statutes such as the Johnson Debt 
Default Act which prohibit such 
actions. He added, however, that 
these statutes are subject to altera-
tion as the negotiation process con-
tinues. Baker acknowledged that the 
U.S. is considering measures to help 
alleviate the Soviet debt—which has 
accrued since well before World War 
II—though he did not elaborate on 
the likelihood of these possibilities. 

The 1934 Johnson Debt Default 
act was enacted to block any eco-
nomic assistance by private institu-
tions to any nation which has not 
repaid debts to the United States. 
Current assessments place the out-
standing Soviet debt at $1.3 billion. 

When asked whether a double 

standard exists in the U.S. decision 
to consider World Bank loans to 
China in the midst of the hard-line 
policy toward the Soviet Union, 
Baker was adamant "I do not agree 
with that" he said. "I don't think 
there's any parallel between China 
and the U.S.S.R., to quote one of the 
principles of our plenary session. 
The United States and the G-7 coun-
tries as a whole still have sanctions 
against China. So the idea that some-
how we are treating them more liber-

ally than we are the Soviet Union, 1 
think just doesnt wash." 

One reporter also asked whether 
or not the U.S. is moving forward to 
help Nicaraguan leader Violetta 
Chamorro in the midst of what has 
become a situation of political crisis. 
"We've been very helpful to 
Chamorro in the past, and it goes 
without saying that we would want to 
be helpful in securing democracy in 
Nicaragua just as the statement 
mentions." 

Special thanks to the 
Rice University 

Police Department. 
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G-7 nations anger environmentalists by adopting rainforest aid plan 
problems in the Third World," he Plan. agreement about the Kohl Plan, plan to combat global warming with-

by Kirsten Danis said. "This is a program they are T m appalled by these backroom which calls for reducing world car- out more research and consideration 
7 T*a * * * * * i . ^ninor tAnrpfKpr * ^polc K#»ina " cqIH Han Knn Hinvi^p pmmlcc innc Ku 9^ npr. n f p/Y\nAmlr rAnprn iccmnc 

by Kirsten Danis 
Columbia University 
and Allen Lue 
UC Berkeley 

A West German plan to aid refor-
estation of the Brazilian rainforest 
edged global warming out of the 
Economic Summit's environmental 
spotlight yesterday. 

According to a West German offi-
cial, his country will commit 250 
million German marks, about 150 
million U.S. dollars, from its 1991 
budget to helping Brazil rebuild its 
deteriorating rainforest 

Other G-7 nations have commit-
ted themselves to the Brazil Plan, the 
official said, but he would not reveal 
how much money each country has 
offered. 

The program is meant to make an 
example out of Brazil to demonstrate 
that environmental problems in the 
Third World and elsewhere can be 
solved, the official said. "This should 
be a visible sign that G-7 nations are 
concerned with the environmental 

problems in the Third World," he 
said. "This is a program they are 
doing together. 

The decision came as a surprise 
to U.S. environmentalists who hoped 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl would push for a specific com-
mitment from all the G-7 nations to 
reduce emissions of carbon dioxide. 
Prior to the summit, Kohl sent a let-
ter to each G-7 leader emphasizing 
the need for worldwide emissions 
control. 

"We are angry and disappointed 
at what we see coming down at the 
conclusion of this summit," said 
Michael Fisher, executive director 
of the Sierra Club. 

Although environmentalists 
were awaiting a substantive plan to 
attack global warming, the leaders 
instead emerged from negotiations 
unwilling to discuss theglobal warm-
ing issue. 

The environmentalists said 
Bush and Kohl brokered a deal on 
Monday before the summit which 
placed global warming on the back-
burner in exchange for the Brazil 

Merchants 
FROM PAGE 1 

town restaurant 
Perhaps the most disgruntled 

victims of the blockades are the 
businesses in the Rice Village, a 
shopping district adjacent to the Rice 
campus. Murray Goldman, manager 
of the Bagel Manufactory there, said 
"The Economic Summit has done 
more to hurt us than anything else in 
Houston; business has dropped 60% 
since Monday." 

He stated he was disappointed 
that people in the university area had 
gone to such lengths to improve 
their appearance for so few visitors. 
"We spend big bucks to look good, 
but where are the people? They're 
not letting them in. The international 
visitors are not getting to see the way 
we do business and how we trade," 
he said. 

Many Village businesses made 
special preparations in anticipation 
of an increase in business. Dolph's 
Sports Bar is offering discounted 
drinks. Bartender Kathy Foreman 
said, "We were expecting a mad-
house and nothing has come in, 
nothing at all." 

Brennan's bartender Richard 
Hazzard said, "I think -to a small 
degree the public was misinformed 
as to the immediate impact that this 
event would produce." He blamed 
the absence of media on their lack of 
mobility. 

"We want to send them back with 
a positive view of our city, but the 
media is being sequestered into ar-
eas where they dont have to move, 
such as their hotels and the conven-
tion center," he commented. "They 
have not been able to take full advan-
tage of all the fine things Houston 
has to offer." 

Though nearly every business 
would agree that the immediate 
profits are lacking, some view to-
day's lost business as tomorrow's 
industry boost Alex Brennan-Mar-
tin, owner of Brennan's Restaurant 
and member of the Board of Greater 
Houston Convention Visitor Bureau, 
said the local media was to blame for 
the high expections of many local 
businesses. 

"The local media made it seem as 
if the summit would be a three-ring 
circus from which everyone would 
make a lot of money," he said. "We 
were never going to be descended 
upon by a herd of hungry journal-
ists." 

He emphasized said that both the 
media and various summit commit-
tees in town should have focused 
more on the long-term benefits 
which the summit would bring to the 
city. "It's like looking at the interest 
earned the day after making a de-
posit It's not likely to be impressive. 
One has to take a long-term view," he 
said. 

"If the only publicity we get is that 
Houston is no longer going down the 
toilet then it was worth every penny 
we spent" he added 

"[The convention food service] is 
understandable with that large of a 
press corps," said Travis Heiser, the 
manager of the Montrose area's 
Black Labrador. "We'repartofHous-
ton, and I think it's good for the city," 
he said, adding that the English-style 
restaurant and bar had not known 
whether to expect extra business. 

Roxanne Casscells, press secre-
tary for the Houston Host Commit-
tee, defended the decision to provide 
so many services to summit journal-
ists. "Our biggest concern was the 
needs oi the working press," she 
said. The committee's goal was to 
provide an "all-purpose environ-
ment" for round-the-clock media 
activities. Casscells said the Japa-
nese, who file their stories in the 
middle of the night, would not be 
able to find food downtown when 
they needed it 

Casscells explained that the 
summit site was chosen because it 
could provide world leaders with a 
"quiet and serene setting" to discuss 
matters of state and the Host Com-
mittee wanted to make their job "as 
easy as possible." 

Some businesses, it is true, have 
found a goldmine in the summit But 
many have donated food and serv-
ices. Luther's Bar-B-Q, who catered 
the Sunday Night rodeo, donated all 
thefr services. "We wanted to get in 
good with the city of Houston and 
provide international visitors with a 
taste of what Texas is all about," Said 
manager Oscar Maldonado. 

Plan. 
T m appalled by these backroom 

deals being made," said Dan Becker, 
director of the Sierra Club's global 
warming and energy program. 

Alden Meyer, a member of the 
Union of Concerned Scientists, said 
the Brazil Plan is not satisfactory to 
scientists who are woried about 
global warming. 

"We shouldn't be trading off 
global warming for the rainforests," 
Meyer said. "It's not a rational deci-
sion." 

The West German official would 
not say if the G-7 nations reachad an 

agreement about the Kohl Plan, 
which calls for reducing world car-
bon dioxide emmissions by 25 per-
cent in the next ten years. 

"We talked about it It was 
mentioned," he said. 

Bush has remained stubborn in 
his opposition to negotiate substan-
tive emissions ceilings for green-
house gases. Scientists believe that 
the buildup of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere will raise average global 
temperatures with catastrophic ef-
fects. 

Along with the U.S., Japan is 
apprehensive about committing to a 

plan to combat global warming with-
out more research and consideration 
of economic repercussions. 

A Japanese spokesman said yes-
terday that his country belives the 
danger of global warming but is wary 
of the recent studies. 

"We need more scientifc data," 
the spokesman said. 

The United States is the only G-7 
nation which has not expressed a 
desire to establish definite numeri-
cal guidelines. Even Japan has de-
clared its intention to develop an 
action plan to stabilize carbon diox-
ide emissions by the year 2000. 

Journalists disdain Houston's self-
promotions, love lavish treatment 
by S. John Weimer 
Rice University 

Veteran journalists of economic 
summits criticize Houston Host 
Committee for using the event as a 
publicity stunt, but appreciate the 
services provided at no cost 

There must be something [the 
organizers] are trying to hide," said 
Francis Sergent, Washington Bu-
reau Chief for French newspaper 
Liberation. Too much effort went 
into displaying the city, he said. 

He conceeded that media cover-
age causes affectations within every 
community, but found Houston's 
packaged image confusing. 

Sergent referred to the contrast 
between the Host Committee's two 
primary publicity events; Mediafest 
held on Saturday night and the rodeo 
held the following day in the Astro-
dome. He said Texans want to pres-
ent themselves as cowboys who 
appreciate Cezanne. 

Although President Bush broke-
in his Tony Lamas" dancing with 
Loretta Lynn, Sergent said that the 
U.S. president is less of a cowboy 
than was former President Reagan. 

Organizers of the Mediafest set 

out prove that America's fourth larg-
est city was not without refined cul-
ture. The event showcased four of 
Houston's finest museums while 
using the food for local color. Tex-
Mex and Cajun favorites highlighted 
the buffets. 

Sergent saw the combination of 
events as a defensive way to define 
the character of the city. "Cowboys 
are not a bad thing," Sergent said. 

Piergiorgio Proto Ghiringhelli, 
Director of Globalpress in Rome, 
Italy, criticized the mixing of com-
merce with official summit activity. 
The second floor of the George R. 
Brown Convention Center, the locus 
of media activity, was full of promo-
tional booths. 

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, local universities 
and the medical center all had dis-
plays. The booths interfered with 
more than benefitted visiting jour-
nalists, according to Ghiringhelli. 

Both he and Sergent praised the 
food and services provided at no 
cost, but criticized the lack of atten-
tion to crucial details. 

Among the entrees at the perma-
nent Japanese buffet were shrimp 
etouffee and zushi. Seafood and 
Texas barbeque served as specialty 

dinners. Some 300 waiters and 
kitchen staff serviced the approxi-
mately 4,000 journalists. 

Adjacent to the dining area was an 
emporium of bathroom articles and 
breath fresheners at no cost Alka 
seltzer, Turns and aspirin have been 
in great demand, said Carol Ma-
rozas, a "Houston Proud" volunteer 
working at the booth. She estimated 
that 1,000 cartons of cigarettes have 
been smoked. 

But organizational errors out-
weighed the free services provided, 
Ghiringhelli said. He complained 
that no typewriters were available to 
the journalists. Ghiringhelli, who 
has attended every Economic Sum 
mit since 1984, said an ample num-
ber of typewriters has been provided 
at all previous summits. 

Ghiringhelli identified the tele-
communications services as another 
inexcusable oversight Overseas 
phone calls could not be received 
except with AT&T calling cards. And 
telefaxes were accessible only to 
people with credit cards. 

The inconvenience was acute 
considering that journalists con-
stantly consult with their editors at 
home. 

Summit nations, citing repression, 
retain sanctions on loans to China 
Greg Sewell 
University of Toronto 

Citing unsatisfactory human 
rights improvements in China, G-7 
leaders agreed Tuesday to sustain 
sanctions on loans to that country set 
out at last year's Paris summit 

The communique issued today 
acknowledged recent developments 
in China but added that renewed 
political and economic reform, espe-
cially in the area of human rights, 
would help communication. 

"Some young people have been 
released from jail, butwhy were they 
in jail in the first place?" said a senior 
Canadian official about China. "What 
we're for is relaxation of political 
repression. We don't see why there 
should be a different standard for 
China." 1 

The leaders agreed to maintain 
measures put in place at last year's 
summit which have been slightly 

modified over the course of the year. 
This year's communique permits 
some loans to meet basic human 
needs and address environmental 
concerns. 

Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and French President 
Francois Mitterand insisted on in-
cluding in the communique the ref-
erence to human rights in China, the 
Canadian official said. 

"We will keep them under review 
for future adjustments to respond to 
further positive developments in 
China," reads the political communi-
que. 

Japanese will not resume loans to 

China after the summit at least not at 
the rate people assume, said Taizo 
Watanabe, spokesperson for the 
Japanese delegation. 

Japan will give aid when they 
judge reforms have been made, he 
said. "Once they have made reforms, 
we should respond by showing our 
appreciation," he said, but added, 
"We will not jump into aid again, we 
will gradually increase aid." 

US Secretary of State James 
Baker is skeptical of Japan's partici-
pation in the sanctions. 

"It would not surprise me if they 
went forward with their bilateral 
third yen loan program," he said. 

Smoking is one of the worst 
things you can d'O to your body. 
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Atchafalaya River 
Cafe has good fare 

BY ANN ZITTERKOPF 
RICE UNIVERSITY 

Atchafalaya (CHA-fa-LIE-ya) 
River Cafe, 8816 Westheimer, 
is a moderately priced eating 
establishment with above-
average Cajun food. 

The decor reflects the 
Lousiana theme—dried garlic, 
chili peppers, and posters of 
Lousiana hang on all of the 
walls. Diners are given Mardi 
Gras beads as they enter. The 
lights are slightly dimmed, 
making the setting more 
intimate. And the laughter of 
other patrons combines with 
the ragtime background music 
to create a busy atmosphere. 

After my friend and I were 
seated, the attentive waiter 
immediately brought out a bas-
ket of assorted breads. My fa-
vorite was the banana nut 
bread muffin, which was ex-
tremely moist and contained a 
lot of walnuts. I also liked the 
corn jalepeno muffin because it 
was so spicy. I was unim-
pressed with the cinnamon 
rolls with raisins and the 
French bread because both 
were dried out and hard. 

I ordered Redfish Pontchar-
train with Shrimp, Crab and 
Mushrooms in a Garlic Wine 
Cream Sauce ($12.95). The 
redfish was fresh and wonder-
fully grilled, then covered in the 

sauce. The sauce contained a 
lot of cayenne, but needed 
more crab and wine to justify 
its name. The shrimp, though, 
were very plump and tasty. The 
sliced scallions and mush-
rooms provided a pleasant 
contrast to the texture of the 
fish. Sometimes individual 
bites of the dish were ex-
tremely spicy, although the 
description on the menu did 
not include an asterisk (signify-
ing a highly-seasoned food). 

An okra side dish accompa-
nied my entree. The okra, 
cooked in a tomato and red 
pepper sauce, had been previ-
ously frozen and overcooked. 
Unfortunately, it lacked any dis-
tinctive flavor. 

My friend ordered the Black-
ened Chicken with Creole Fet-
tuccini ($8.95). The chicken 
was lean and served in a 
tomato, black olive, green 
pepper and onion sauce on fet-
tuccini. The noodles were 
especially good because they 
weren't overcooked. The sauce 
was heavy and, although good, 
would be better with more 
seasoning. 

Atchafalaya offers an enjoy-
able atmosphere and pleasing 
but relatively inexpensive food. 
Reservations are recom-
mended. On a Tuesday night, 
the restaurant was over 75% 
full. There is a second location 
at 14904 North Freeway. 

Summit according to Jack 
by Steve Lait 
Rice University 

The press work area for the Eco-
nomic Summit was a bustle of activ-
ity on a world scale. The wire serv-
ices were running on overdrive as 
was the non-information coming 
from the press secretaries. 

Into this hurricane of activity 
stepped Houston Oilers Head Coach 
Jack Pardee. 

Clad in white, Pardee surveyed 
the scene from the sidelines. He 
looked back and forth across the 
football-field sized ballroom. 

Since no actual reporters ac-
knowledged Pardee's appearance, I 
decided to grab a notebook and pen 
and step out of my usual role as 
Thresher editorial cartoonist 

Pardee, who routinely holds 
press conferences for hundreds, 
seemed as puzzled about me as I was 
about this slightly surreal scene. 

"Well, uh... Mr. Pardee... urn,* I 
stammered. 

"Yes, it's a great showcase-for 
Houston. The city has done a great 
job," he said. 

When asked if he thought the 
lavish treatment was a bit much, the 

coach responded, "I've heard it set a 
standard. You gotta do it right if 
you're going to do it" 

Before I could really probe this 
coach's analytical mind any more, he 
offered this bit of insight, "Besides, 
political conventions come around 
every four years, or something, and 
this city will show it can do this thing 
right" 

Just as this give and take really 
took off, a real-life reporter stepped 
out of the shadows and asked a ques-
tion which had something to do with 
the popularity of international "Fut-
bool." vs. American football. 

Pardee chose to avoid giving a 
controversial answer, thus prevent-
ing him from offending the thou-
sands of foreign delegates who 
might read the story. 

The coach then turned towards 
me and said, "I got nailed by traffic 
yesterday... Held up for thirty min-
utes. But that 288 is a great freeway." 

With that, Pardee turned and 
walked out of the press area, gazing 
into the football season ahead. 

This all left me to wonder if the 
real reason for this visit was so the 
coach could look for possible field-
goal kickers among the West Ger-
man press corps. 

HOUSTON PROUD 

& 
3 
O 
oc 
CL 
z o 
h-
CO 
3 
o 
x 

Nan's, welcoming economic conferees to 

HOUSTON'S FAVORITE GAME 
AND COMIC EMPORIUM 

NAN'S GAMES 

AND COMICS, TOO! 
2011 Southwest Freeway (U5-59) 

(Exit Greenbrior-Shepherd Neor Downtown) 

Houston, Texas 77098 
(Key Mop Location: 492Z) 

(713) 520-8700 

M ORIGINAL STORIES 
WHICH STAHTED IT ALL-
FROM DETECTIVE COMICS 
NUMBER 27 THROUGH 50 
IN ONE MAGNIFICENT 
VOLUME. 
THE FIRST TWO ENTIRE 

YEARS Of THE BATMAN'S 

ADVENTURES, INCLUDING 

ALL COVERS 

FEATURING: 

. THE DEBUT OF BATMAN 

. ROBIN'S FIRST APPEAR 

ANCE 

. CLASSIC CONFRONTA-

TIONS WITH THE ARCH 

VILLAINS. THE JOKER. 

CLAVFACE AND 

DR. HUGO STRANGE 

. INTRODUCTION BY 

COMICS HISTORIAN 

RICHARD MARSCHALL 

. 30* PAGE CASEBOUND 

SMYTHESEWN HARD 

COVER 

. AVAILABLE IN JUNE 

OC ARCHIVE EDITIONS 
FEATURING: 

. PAINSTAKING 

RESTORATION 

. EXACTING QUALITY 

CONTROL 

. FAITHFUL RECOLORING 

. 70 LB ARCHIVAL PAPER 

. FOIL STAMPED CASE 

BINDING 

. INDIVIDUALLY SHRINK 

WRAPPED 

BATMAN® 
ARCHIVES 

e<° 
S U P E R M A N 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

SUPERMAN ARCHIVES 
VOLUME 1 
979 PAGES REPRINTING 

SUPERMAN NUMBER 1 

THROUGH « 

AVAILABLE AT: 

E 

NAN'S GflM€S & COMICS, TOO! 
2011 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY (US-59) 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098-4805 
(713)520-8700 (NOON TO 9 PM) 

All titles, characters and related indicia are trademarks of DC Comics Inc. > 1939 Renewed All Rights Reserved 

I 
O 
c 
in 
H 
O 
z 
T> 
ID 
o 
C 
o 

9 

HOUSTON PROUD 



QummingfJ 
UP THE ° l 

oummit 
Photos by 
Nguyet Vo 

and 
James Yao 

' / 

J 

•—"-"niton iiiii(iiiiiii'ii||iiwiiiij|iuijjii|tig||̂ ^ 

fc* 

- - V-

*>iMm 

V?- m 

* 

n 

Clockwise from top: Leaders of G-7 
nations take morning stroll between 
sessions; Military bandleader displays his 
reverence for diplomatic protocol; 
Summit protests drew the attention of 
many, Houstonians; Houston Police 
officer Taylor protects Klan's first 
amendment rights; Crosses mark number 
of daily U.S. abortions at "Cemetery of 
Innocents" protest. 


