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Eastern Europe's changes to pervade 1990 Economic 
News Analysis 
by Amy Keener 

When heads of state represent-
ing the seven largest industrialized 
democracies gather for their six-
teenth annual economic summit 
July 9-11 in Houston, the primary 
area of discussion is expected to be 
how the West should react to the 
current changes in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union, according to 
experts at Rice University and 
Southern Methodist University. 

Other issues expected to figure 
prominently are the continual effort 
for international economic stability 
and cooperation and the ongoing 
multilateral trade negotiations tak-
ing place in France. 

According to officials at the Hous-
ton Economic Summit Host Com-
mittee, the White House will release 
an official agenda and proposed top-
ics for the discussions in the days 
prior to the summit But because of 
the tremendous pace of develop-
ments, "the agenda certainly isn't 
fixed as of yet," said Rice political 
science professor John Ambler, who 
specializes in Western European 
pol i t ics. 

"The primary current issue 
which they will have to face is how 
Eastern Europe is to become inte-
grated into the international econ-

omy, including the Soviet Union," 
explained Michael Ferrantino, a 
professor of economics at SMU in 
Dallas. 

For industrial nations, the recent 
political developments in Eastern 
Europe have significant economic 
consequences. The new market for 
capital investment and technologi-
cal transfers created by the opening 
ofthe Eastern bloc over the past year 
has given rise to an increased de-
mand for the limited capital supplied 
by these countries. Balancing this 
new demand for resources with the 
current demand among the Third 
World regions of Latin America, 
East Asia and sub-Saharan Africa 
will create a potential threat to politi-
cal and economic stability. 

Latin America and Africa may 
lose many sources of capital inflow 
to this new market, which will ham-
per development and will increase 
political instability in the regions. 
During the 1989 summit in Paris, 
President George Bush announced 
his desire to focus more aid on Po-
land and Hungary instead of Latin 
America and Africa, a trend which is 
likely to continue as Eastern Europe 
receives the bulk of the newly of-
fered resources. 

"One sad sidebar of the opening 
of Eastern Europe is the limited 
amount of capital in the world," Fer-
rantino explained. "Now the coun-

The hallmark building on Rice University's 300-acre campus near downtown Houston is Lovett Hall, an ornate structure named 
after the school's first president. Key summit meetings will take place in the building in July. Compare this recent picture of 
the campus with the one of Lovett Hall at the campus' opening, on page 8. 

tries at the middle level of economic 
development have new competitors 
which are physically and culturally 
close to Western Europe a n d Amer -
ica plus have an educated 
workforce." 

SEE EUROPE, PAGE 6 

15 years of Economic 
Summits: a retrospective 

Other summits now occupy Capitol 
by John Weimer 

by Lqrie List 

WASHINGTON—While the 
1990 Economic Summit of Industri-
alized Nations has captured the 
immediate attention of the Rice and 
greater Houston communities, the 
nation has found itself preoccupied 
with the summits taking place here 
earlier this summer. 

Within the White House the 
ongoing "summit" about the budget 
deficit has caused an internal shake-
up, and the recent summit between 
President George Bush and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev domi-
nated the media here weeks in ad-
vance. Newspapers, especially the 
Op/Ed pages, were overrun with 
commentary on what Bush should 
say to Gorbachev, what Gorbachev 
would say to Bush, and the earth-
shaking consequences that would 
occur if the two eventually did agree 
to not only say the same things, but 
also put them on paper. 

The legislative director for Con-
gressman Robert Dornan, R-Calif., 
Jerome Gideon, commented "His-
torically, summits were designed for 
two world leaders to get together to 
work through problems - but now if 
a major treaty isn't signed a summit 
is considered a major failure." 

In observing the budget summit 
the impactdecisions made there will 
have on legislation and other Con-
gressional action is relatively clear 
because one of the two participating 

groups is Congress itself. 
But the impact on Congressional 

actions of the recent Bush-Gor-
bachev summit is not as readily clear 
to the public eye, despite the atten-
tion given the summit by the press. 
The president has substantially 
more authority in foreign affairs than 
in domestic affairs, but any agree-
ments reached at the su mmit are still 
subject to congressional approval, or 
modification to whatever extent it 
desires. Nevertheless, the legisla-
tive branch has fallen under the idea 
reverberating through the press that 
everything hinges on decisions 
made by the two leaders. 

Even before the summit began, 
some committees had placed pend-
ing legislation on hold in anticipation 
of the leaders' decisions. 

Dale More, the agricultural assis-
tant for the Congressional Subcom-
mittee on Foreign Agriculture, was 
hopeful the summit would have far-
reaching positive effects on foreign 
agriculture programs but said the 
outcome of the summit would effect 
the entire House Committee on 
Agriculture, rather than just his 
subcommittee. 

Technically the summit was im-
portant for the agriculture commit-
tee because a long-term agreement 
about grain trade was on the table, 
the old one having expired. The U.S. 
has a $3.5 billion trade surplus with 
the Soviet Union one of the few 
countries with which it has a surplus 
because of Soviet grain purchases. 

More said, "The details about a new 
agreement were purposely left 
sketchy and saved for Bush and 
Gorbachev to work out" 

On a less specific, broader scale, 
attitudes that prevailed at the sum-
mit concerning trade were poten-
tially related to marketing and provi-
sions for foreign agriculture in the 

'Now, if a major 
treaty isn't signed, a 

summit is 
considered a major 

failure.' 
1990 Farm Bill which is currently up 
for debate. The Farm Bill includes a 
program to provide training and 
study tours in the United States for 
senior and middle-level agricultural 
specialists from eligible countries. 
Exchange programs, personal and 
technological, are one of the direct 
goals of the Farm Bill. 

The marketing strategy as stated 
in the 1990 Farm Bill reads, "USDA 
is directed to establish a broad agri-
cultural trade policy coordinating all 
export programs, including a mar-
keting strategy to increase exports 
of high value agricultural products." 

High value agriculture products 
include those which are rare and in 
demand in a country. More sug-
gested that the United States should 

SEE CAPITOL, PAGE 7 

The Economic Summit of Indus-
trialized Nations to be held here 
from J uly 9-11 will be the sixteenth of 
its kind. Highlights from the previ-
ous summits: 

Rambouillet, France, 1975— 
The heads of state of France, Japan, 
Italy, the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and West Germany meet 
from November 15-17 to pursue co-
ordinated economic policies to 
combat an international energy cri-
sis. By imposing artificially bol-
stered oil prices upon the free mar-
ket, the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
have triggered high inflation world-
wide. 

With the shared status of oil-
importing industrialized democra-
cies, the six select states convene to 
thrust their economic weight 
against both domestic and interna-
tional economic problems. 

San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
1976—On June 27-28 Canada joins 
the returning summiteers to give 
them a collective Gross National 
Product of greater than 50% of the 
entire world's. The summit partici-
pants commit themselves to work-
ing together until economic reces-
sion is replaced by economic expan-
sion. 

Increasing employment levels 
while avoiding inflation dominates 
discussions. The completion of the 
Multilateral Trade Negotiations, 
designed to decrease barriers be-
tween these industrialized democra-
cies, is set for the end of 1977. 

Ijondon, 1977—Representa-

tives of the European Communities 
accept the invitation to join the seven 
states at the third International Eco-
nomic Summit on May 7-8. In addi-
tion to continued discussion of the 
previous year's topics, the diversifi-
cation of energy sources is empha-
sized. Coal and nuclear energy art-
accepted as viable substitutes for oil. 

The economic problems of devel-
oping countries becomes a signifi-
cant concern as well. 

Bonn, 1978—Summit discus-
sion continues to focus upon eco-
nomic growth, employment and 
inflation as the leaders meet for the 
on July 16-17. Open trade policies 
and alternative energy sources are 
also discussed. 

In their first concerted effort to 
affect developing economies, sum-
mit participants endorse soft loan 
funds of the World Bank and of the 
regional development banks. 

In addressing concern over 
growing international terrorism, the 
summiteers step beyond the bounds 

SEE PAST, PAGE 6 
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Image vs. itinerary 
Whether it's Midland or Moscow, the way to understand a politician is to 

examine his agenda, not his anecdotes. 
One reason for Republican gubernatorial nominee Clatyon Williams' suc-

cess this year has been his ability to cast himself as the antithesis of a 
politician. Newly elected President of Russia Boris Yeltsin has also played 
this role quite well. But though both act like it were natural, both are 
decieving the public. 

It's true Williams has never run for elective office until now. But he has 
been well-known in the state capital because of his political lobbying and 
monetary contributions. He has been active in GOP politics for twenty-five 
years, but in a televised debate before the primary, an opponent claimed 
Williams had given money to 14ofthe 17most liberal Democrats in the State 
Senate. Williams doesn't deny this charge. 

Yeltsin, too, has long had political involvement He climbed the ladder of 
success until 1987, when he was ousted as Moscow Party chief. Then he 
became the outsider, calling for reform and railing against privileges of the 
elite. Yet in May 1989, a Washington Post report stated, "Until recently 
Yeltsin retained many of the privileges of power while denouncing them in 
his election campiagn." 

But what exists beyond his amusing rhetoric and beaming face, his call 
for radical reform, and his withering criticism of Soviet leaders? Well, there's 
the plan he unveiled last week which called for "sovereignty" for the 
U.S.S.R's constituent republics and economic autonomy that would allow 
them to contract freely with each other to sell oil, gas and other goods at 
world prices. Yet, "many of the details of Mr.Yeltsin's plan are unclear," 
reported the New York Times. 

In report after report, this vagueness is noted. He has repeatedly blasted 
Gorbachev for "half-measures" while calling for the quickening of reform 
But last week he criticized the latest economic plan, a half-hearted one that 
nevertheless is the most drastic yet, for putting an unfair burden on the popu-
lation. "We must find another transition to the market economy that does not 
lead to a deterioration in the standard of living," quoted the Times. 

By contrast, Williams has outlined clear proposals to deal with Texas' two 
biggest problems: education and drugs. He proposes that tuition be waived 
for the first two years at state universities and colleges for top-notch high 
school students from poor families. But it's his "bustin' rocks" program that's 
received the most attention. Combining the stick and carrot, the plan is not 
the simplistic solution that many ridicule it as. 

Young drug users would be sent to a mandatory 90day boot camp, then 
to a six-month work camp where they would earn minimum wage. They 
would not only be allowed to keep the money they earned, but their record 
would also be erased. 

Whether you agree or not with politicians' policies, it's important to 
understand them—or lack thereof. For when they are elected, pithy cam-
paign slogans are discarded; stated policies are not 

When the summit starts in five weeks, both leaders and observers should 
remember to look past the rhetoric. Neither ignore the pictures from the 
front of Lovett Hall nor think that they're worth a thousand words. 

The free-market reforms in Poland and Mexico are not the mere rhetoric 
found in the Soviet Union. Only those places where genuine reform has 
begun can money and technology be helpful. Thus, only there should it be 
given. 
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A calm in the democratic storm 

BY MICHAEL RAPHAEL 
ought 

The liberating winds of democ-
racy—occasionally just a breeze, but 
usually as uprooting as a hurri-
cane—can be felt around the globe, 
whipping through Western coun-
tries such as Nicaragua and the 
Dominican Republic, gusting 
through tatters of the Iron Curtain 
into Romania and the Soviet Union. 

Yet here at the center of the 
storm, in America, where the winds 
have been blowing for more than a 
couple of centuries, we are at best ex-
periencing a calm in the eye of the 
democratic storm, at worst a 
clammy breeze that has turned stale 
and sour. 

Have the people of Eastern Eu-
rope, the students in China, the 
blacks of South Africa, been fighting 
for ideas that weVe forgotten? 

Consider our voting patterns. In 
the last presidential election, barely 
50 percent of Americans voted. That 
pathetic figure only looks good 
when contrasted with the 33 percent 
of Americans aged 18-20 who voted. 
And in years without presidential 
elections, voting percentages drop 
considerably further. 

Not that Americans dont have 
good reasons for shunning the polls. 
We all remember the last issueless 
presidential campaign, and our elec-
tions don't seem to be getting any 
more substantial. The recent guber-
natorial primaries here in Texas, for 
instance, alienated many voters by 
appearing as political circus that had 
little to do with their lives or their 
state. 

Voter cynicism across the nation 
is at an all-time high. A recent New 
York Times poll found that 40 per-
cent of Americans believe that at 
least half of our Senators and Repre-

sentatives are corrupt. 
I mean to point out that democ-

racy itself is not an end but a begin-
ning. The word democracy in fact 
stands for a class of political systems 
which share some characteristics, 
but which are radically different in 
their effectiveness and their respon-
siveness to the people. 

We should not be fooled by the 
trappings of democracy without the 
reality. Remember those elections 
in the pre-glasnost USSR, where the 
one candidate running suspiciously 
always seemed to garner 99 percent 
of the vote, with an astounding 99 
percent voter turnout? Those elec-
tions considered, the Soviets have 
long paid lip service to the demo-
cratic ideal. We might use quotes to 
describe this pseudo-democratic 
attitude: "democracy" in action. 

"Democracy" clearly has been in 
action for years in Mexico, where 
the official political party has won 
election after election, usually under 
suspicious circumstances, for over 
60years, primarily because the party 
runs many of the important institu-
tions of Mexican society (most im-
portantly, the election tallying). A 
farce? Compare the Mexican sys-
tem to our House of Representa-
tives, where incumbents use our 
political institutions to achieve about 
a 98% reelection rate. Democracy in 
action? Or "democracy"? 

As another example, consider 
Israel, whose energetic democratic 
institutions have ended up struc-
tured so that fringe groups, with the 
most extreme political views, main-
tain an overwhelming influence, 
crippling the government Never in 
America? Of course not But our 
democracy suffers from the oppo-
site. Views outside the (narrow) 
mainstream have little prominence, 
and our government is crippled due 
to lack of new ideas for the same old 
problems. 

Also in America, as a laundry list; 
money plays an obscenely large role 

in who can run for office an win; our 
legislators spend more time fun-
draising than anything else; the 
Charles Keatings of the business 
world byy influence and waste tax-
payers' dollars; political parties have 
lost distinct identities on all but a few 
issues; and citizens are alarmingly 
apathetic toward the issues and the 
process. 

Democracy, wrote E.B. White, 
"is the recurrent suspidon that more 
than half of the people are right more 
than half of the time." That is my 
favorite definition of democracy, but 
its necessary vagueness hides a 

'Have the people of 
Eastern Europe, the 

students in China, the 
blacks of South Africa, 
been fighting for ideas 
that we've forgotten?' 

truth that we sometimes forget 
when we extol it as the best system of 
government: some kinds of democ-
racy are more democratic than oth-
ers. 

What specific characteristics 
does a democracy need, to separate 
it from a "democracy"? A truly free 
press? Opposition candidates with a 
real chance ofwinning? An informed 
populace that votes? A legislature 
with power and ability to act? A sys-
tem in which a middle-class minority 
woman has somewhere near the 
political power of an upper-class 
man? 

The U.S. may still be the fountain-
head of democracy, but the world's 
burgeoning democracies have the 
opportunity to set up political institu-
tions of a kind that avoid the mis-
takes we have made. 

Perhaps we can learn, too. We 
will soon say that Eastern Europe 
has democracy. Will we have to add 
that the U.S. has only "democracy"? 
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U.S. China policy cruelest to "small people" who moved world 
by Spencer Yu 

The democratic sentiments that 
swept China last spring can be attrib-
uted to the extensive reforms in the 
economic system of that nation. In 
fact, hard-liners in the Beijing gov-
ernment have accused the reforms 
of creating an attitude of bourgeois 
decadence among th' people. All of 
this reinforces the notion that eco-
nomic reforms are invariably linked 
to political reforms (and vice versa). 
Using this reasoning, one can easily 
justify the continuation of the "most 
favored nation" trading status that 
was recently awarded to China. But 
is the solution that simple? Will the 
continuation of the economic 
growth and reforms continue to fos-
ter democratic (or at least capitalis-
tic) ideals in a nation that has now 
become a virtual police state? One 
must be overly optimistic to believe 
this. 

The continuation of cordial rela-
tions between the United States and 
the People's Republic of China is 
deemed necessary in the arena of 
international affairs. As China con-
tinues to develop and grow into a 

modern power, the Bush admini-
stration feels that isolating China 
diplomatically and using trade sanc-
tions will actually be detrimental to 
the cause of reform and democracy 
in China. Its acts of pacification to-
wards the Beijing regime, or at least 
attempts to maintain good relations 
with it, exact a high price on democ-

racy than our current foreign policy. 
Yet Congress finds the Baltic crisis 
distasteful enough to deny most fa-
vored nation trade status to the 
U.S.S.R. in the midst of historic 
agreements between the two na-
tions which will surely change the 
course of history. 

But why such leniency towards 

'It is very ironic that, in defending democracy, we 
also must defend those who wish to repress it.' 

racy and those students who made 
tremendous sacrifices in an attempt 
to bring freedom to their nation. 

It is very ironic that, in defending 
democracy, we also must defend 
those who wish to repress it Outside 
of China, we easily see how the 
United States must continue to sup-
port Mikhail Gorbachev in the So-
viet Union, despite his actions 
against the Baltic republics. 

Allowing the Baltic states to be-
come independent may threaten 
Gorbachev's leadership in the 
Kremlin, and in the long run, this 
may be more disastrous to democ-

China? The Soviets, who have un-
dergone so many reforms and with 
whom we have a close relationship 
for the first time since World War II, 
were not given most favored nation 
status. In the Baltic states, the mili-
tary has not been used to kill inno-
cent lives (at least, not yet). 

Contrast this to the brutal crack-
down in China, the latest episode of 
which was the recent disappearance 
of three dissidents just before a 
scheduled press conference. But 
China was granted most favored 
nation status. Of course, the Beijing 
regime has made some token ges-

tures of humanitarianism, such as 
releasing some political prisoners 
and lifting martial law in the capital, 
where newly enacted laws there still 
restrict many of the actions of the 
populace. 

These are, like much of interna-
tional policy towards the Beijing 
regime, tools in the art of diplomacy. 
In order to maintain good relations 
with a nation that potentially can 
become a powerful ally or a formi-
dable foe, we have been much more 
lenient than we should have. No mat-
ter how important China may be, 
now or in the future, we cannot allow 
China to forget the atrocities it has 
committed against its own people. 
Whether through trade actions or 
private talks, efforts must be made to 
compel China to lift the hand of 
oppression and allow democracy to 
flourish. President Bush, as well as 
Congress, needs to make a firm 
stand against the policy of oppres-
sion that is carried out by the Chi-
nese government 

Recently, students around the 
world staged a hunger strike to 
demonstrate solidarity with the pro-
democracy movement in China. 
Demonstrators have also staged 

protests around Chinese embassies 
and consulates to demand reforms 
in China. Additionally, President 
Bush has extended the visas for 
Chinese students so that they may 
remain in this country. Yet, despite 
all these actions, our government, as 
well as others, have also been too 
lenient on China. By not taking deci-
sive action they may, in the end, 
damage the cause of democracy 
more than promote it 

Diplomacy is often contradictory, 
at least on the surface, and is always 
complex. Often governments must 
proclaim one policy but pursue an-
other. Perhaps the current U.S. pol-
icy towards Beijing is justified, per-
haps not All in all, the actions and 
counteractions between the U.S. and 
China are all in the "game" of inter-
national diplomacy. As such, those 
who lose out are those who have 
made the greatest sacrifices, the 
"small people" - but these "small 
people" are truly the giants, for their 
actions helped move the world. 

Spencer Yu, 1990-91 Student As-
sociation president, mas the 1988-89 
Chinese Student Association presi-
dent. 

Harvard dean looks at the university through rose-colored glasses 
by Kurt Moeller 

The University: An Owner's Manual, 
by Henry Rosovsky. 
W.W. Norton & Company, 309 pp., 
$19.95. 

So often those in a particular field 
refuse to criticize their colleagues 
and dismiss those who do as know-
nothings who cannot possibly have 
the information required to judge 
them. The admittance of problems 
in higher education by Henry Ro-
sovsky in The University:An Owner's 

Sinatra christens new 
Woodlands Pavilion 
by Chuck Yates 
Thresher concert critic 

Few men can match George 
Mitchell's class. From his company 
Mitchell Energy to his master-
planned community the Woodlands, 
he does things the way they should 
be done. His Midas touch is evident 
on every project he undertakes. The 
elegant Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Outdoor Pavilion is no exception. 

From its modern architecture to 
its immaculate landscaping, the 
Pavilion is simply head-and-shoul-
ders above any other Houston 
venue. Named after Mitchell's wife, 
it has 3000 covered seats and can 
accommodate an additional 7000 in 
general admission seating on the 
hill. At the opening, it seemed every 
blade of grass in the Pavilion had 
been cut by hand. Which it probably 
had been, for Mrs. Mitchell was 
going to be there. 

However, the nicest touch was 
having Frank Sinatra as the featured 
performer at the public unveiling of 
the Pavilion. From his opening note, 
the Chairman of the Board mesmer-
ized the capacity audience. When he 
broke into "That's Why the Lady's a 
Tramp," he brought the crowd of in-
vestment bankers, attorneys and 
consultants to their feet And there 
wasn't a dry eye under the beautiful 
outdoors when 01' Blue Eyes 
crooned, "I'll Always Love You." 

Sinatra sailed gracefully through 
each song, from "My Boy" to "Once 
Again" to "Just One for Me." He 

joked easily with both the band and 
the audience. When introducing his 
son as the conductor of his orches-
tra, Sinatra laughed, "Someone had 
to get him a job."However, he also 
made himself fair game. During "I 
Get a Kick Out of You," he sang, "I 
get no kicks from champagne" and 
then looked down at his constant 
companion - a Jack Daniels on the 
rocks - and smiled, "Yeah, right!" 

Later, during a short break be-
tween songs, Sinatra went over to his 
stool and took a sip out of his glass. 
"Whoa, I thought for a second this 
was just water." Sinatra didn't seem 
to hide from his reputation as a 
heavy drinker. But when you are the 
world's greatest singer, does it mat-
ter?- His years of fast living haven't 
affected his voice, and he is still the 
world's only true crooner. 

He closed the show with his three 
most loved songs. To just a piano and 
a sip of his drink, he wistfully re-
minded us, "I Did It My Way" - his 
answer to his critics. Next, in a bit of 
irony, he wondered aloud, "I don't 
know why we continue to do this 
song, but everyone seems to like it" 
But who hasn't fallen in love to 
"Strangers in the Night?" 

Sinatra finished with an inspired 
version of "New York, New York." 
He playfully started out by singing 
"Chicago, Chicago." Then with a 
wink of his blue eyes and a snap of 
his fingers, Sinatra sent the orchesr 
tra into a frenzied version of his an-
them. "I want to wake up in the city 
that never sleeps to find I'm king of 
the hill..." 

Manual is therefore refreshing, but 
he skims over the problems he 
mentions. Rarely does he pose a so-
lution, a sign of either lack of thought 
about a problem or enough thought 
to realize that he doesn't know a 
solution. This lack of proper empha-
sis on what ails American research 
universities and his neglect of the 
undergraduate experience - so typi-
cal of such universities - mar what 
could have been a fine book, one full 
of facts and anecdotes detailing 
almost all aspects of the American 
research university. 

Rosovsky's experience as a Har-
vard economics professor, as well as 
the acting and former dean of Har-
vard's faculty of arts and sciences, 
causes him examine the major re-
search university from the question 
of what happens at Harvard. The 
reason for this particular viewpoint 
is to restrict himself to his area of 

expertise. He frequently refers to 
other universities and how Har-
vard's practices compare to them, 
but it has students and professors 
more intellectually capable than 
those at all but a handful of other 
American schools. As a result, Ro-
sovsky's description presents an 
idealized view of the university. 

However, what alternative does 
he have? Any description which at-
tempted to compare aspects of Har-
vard and say, the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley orPrinceton, 
would not allow for his full descrip-
tion of what a university means to 
nearly all those associated with it 
academically, from freshman appli-
cants to senior professors. And talk-
ing about what happens at other uni-
versities would rob the book of its au-
thoritativeness and many of the 
interesting episodes at Harvard 
which Rosovsky brings to life. 

A wealthy gentleman from West 
Asia, referred to as "GWA," knew 
Rosovsky through a mutual acquain-
tance and talked to the dean repeat-
edly when his son was applying for 
admission to Harvard. The dean 
thoroughly denied that he had any 
input in the admissions process; but 
when the son was accepted, the man 
called again, and his wife, "overcome 
by emotion, could be heard sobbing 
over the telephone. I disowned all 
attempts to give me the slightest 
amount of credit" A few months 
later, Rosovsky and president Derek 
Bok each received an envelope with 
two open round-trip airline tickets to 
the man's country. Rosovsky re-
turned them in a letter and added, 
"'as a Harvard parent you will find 
many other ways to express your 
gratitude to the university.' He had 
no difficulty in taking the hint one of 

SEE DEAN, PAGE 5 
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Razorbacks, Longhorns compete for non-existent title 
by Charles Kuffner 
Thresher sports columnist 

It's summertime, summertime, 
sum sum summertime, and as the 
sun beats down relentlessly on our 
already-red noses, let us pause for a 
moment with this college-newspa-
per equivalent of a cold beer and 
trashy novel to reflect on what has 
occurred lately in the world of 
sports. 

Summer means the end of the 
basketball season—indeed, to 
some, the end of the basketball sea-
son means the beginning of sum-
mer. This year's end is without the 
familiar faces of the Los Angeles 
Inkers, ousted in the second round 
by the Phoenix Suns. Some have 
said that this year marks the end of 
the Lakers' dominance in the NBA. 
They say that the 9<)'s will be less 
kind to the men in purple than the 
80's were, when LA won 5 titles and 
made it to the finals three other 
times. They also say that the 90's will 
favor the so-called Bad Boys, the 
Detroit Pistons, who are odds-on 
favorites to become repeat winners 
this year. I say the 90's will favor 
nobody, and that the NBA will see 
NFLstyle parity, with many teams 
having a legitimate shot to win it all 
in any given year. 

Summer also means that school 
is out, and in the Southwest Confer-
ence, that can be dangerous. See, 
with the students being home and 
the only action being the track and 
field championships, the athletic 
directors around here often need to 

find things to do to entertain them-
selves, and while that seldom leads 
to anything of importance, it can lead 
to some amusing copy. I saw in the 
papers the other day that Texas and 
Arkansas are arguing over who won 
the men's "all-sports" title in the 
SWC. This title is determined by 
how well each men's team did in 

is amusing. Well, this "all-around" 
sports title doesn't actually exist, at 
least as far as the SWC is con-
cerned. It's a mythical thing that 
the schools who care quibble about 
each year. There is, however, a 
trophy for this title, and no matter 
how the Horns-Hogs spat is re-
solved, you can bet your press pass 

"...it wouldn't be summer without base-
ballI, and it wouldn't be baseball without 

managers getting fired." 

conference play, with first place 
worth so many points, second worth 
one less, and so on. 

The argument centers around 
football (so what else is new?). The 
University of Houston was on NCAA 
probation this year and was thus 
ineligible to win the conference title. 
By their record, they finished sec-
ond this year, and this is how Arkan-
sas computed the where-you-fin-
ished points. Texas claims that since 
UH was ineligible to finish first, they 
were nonexistent, and that they 
should have no bearing on the con-
ference standings. This is how they 
computed the points, and since they 
would have finished below Houston, 
they gained more points by their 
reckoning than by Arkansas', and 
this difference is enough to vault 
them past the Hogs and into first 
place according to themselves. Ar-
kansas begs to differ. 

You may be wondering why this 

that Arkansas will win it Why? 
They own it, having had one made 
a few years ago to celebrate this 
momentous achievement, and ev-
ery year they win the title they 
engrave their name on it to com-
memorate. What happens if they 
don't win? According to a spokes-
man in Fayetteville, "We send out a 
press release saying so-and-so 
won. We don't put their name on 
the trophy, however." Ah, sports-
manship. 

Speaking of Arkansas, rumors 
abound that they may jump to the 
Southeastern Conference. Seems 
the SEC is looking to expand, and 
they think the Hogs, among others, 
would be a fine addition to their 
ranks. The brass up that-a-way is 
playing it coy, wanting to hear what 
the interlopers have to say before 
expressing an opinion. It's my 
humble opinion that Arkansas will 
stay put, at least if they listen to 
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their fans. Lots of the Hog faithful 
own tickets to the SWC basketball 
tournament in Dallas, and I'm sure 
very few of them would enjoy surren-
dering them as they would have to if 
Arkansas jumped conferences. If 
they're anywhere as loud on this as 
they are at Reunion Arena (a.k.a. 
Barnhill South), Arkansas will stay 
right here. 

And finally, it wouldn't be sum-
mer without baseball, and it wouldn't 
be baseball without managers get-
ting fired. This year's first victim was 
Davey Johnson of the Mets, who got 
canned despite having the sixth-best 
record as manager in history. De-
spite a wealth of talent and yearly 
predictions of World Series victo-
ries, the Mets seemed to perennially 
underachieve (their 1986 title not-

withstanding), and the powers-that-
be at Shea finally decided that 
Johnson's lad-back style was no 
longer an asset 

It says here that while Johnson 
did not get the most out of his enig-
matic charges, I don't think anybody 
could. The Mets, I believe, are still 
basking in the glow of their 1986 
championship, and the only players 
who are playing with the spark that it 
takes to win these days are toiling 
elsewhere. Talent is not enough. 
Look at Cincinnati. They have less 
talent this year than in prior years, 
but this year they have chemistry, 
something the Mets of late have 
sorely lacked. And frankly, as a 
Yankee fan (and God knows, IVe had 
precious little to cheer about these 
days) that's just fine with me. 

David Egelman's 
Search for Truth 
by David Egelman 
Thresher humor columnist 

If you ask me, the major powers 
of the world are secretly itching for 
another war. Even if you don't ask 
me, I will still subscribe to that belief, 
as I always invest much faith in my 
own theories. 

The problem has its roots in a 
worldwide exclusivity of education 
and sleep. To wit, two statistics: 1. 
Only one percent of all the people on 
earth go to college; 2. Only about five 
percent of all college students get at 
least eight hours of sleep a night 

Thus, it appears our rested popu-
lation is uneducated, and our schol-
ars are bleary-eyed and irritable. The 
dogs of war are stirring. 

But education is certainly not the 
only problem Another stigma on the 
human report card is in the category 
of Common Sense. Everyday we see 
people silently nodding their heads 
spending thousands of dollars and 
man-hours to publish reports such 
as "Fat People Eat More at All-You-
Can-Eat Buffets." We see more value 
placed on Trident missiles than on 
teachers, as a teacher cannot be 
hurled with tremendous velocity at 
another country. 

And let's examine another popu-
lar issue—the reunification of Ger-
many. This is obviously a plan insti-
gated by a history buff. The idea-
take acountry which, since 1860, has 
provoked the three largest wars of 
the era The first blanketed Europe; 
the next two covered the globe. 
Since little has stirred there in the 
last 45years, reunify the country and 
see if that reignites the spark. Per-
haps we can send them some teach-
ers to hurl at us, while we're going 
about it 

That leads to the next question: if 
we had a supply of launchable teach-
ers, and an enemy had a supply as 
well, would it be sensible for us to 
pass laws that take away our teach-
ers and not theirs? How about guns 
and criminals? If they don't obey the 
current laws, can we suppose they'll 
obey bright and shiny new ones? 
Perhaps they'll just feel more guilty 
after a crime. Maybe they'll feel 
guilty enough to mumble an apol-
ogy; then we can release them early 
from their prison sentences, after - if 
they behave welll - sue or seven min-
utes. 

The following is the expected 
dialogue on our streets, if we pass 

more laws. 
Drug Dealer: Excuse me, sir, 

but might you have a weapon avail-
able for purchase? 

Gang Leader Indeed, I have a 
beauty right here. It's an AK 47, uses 
7.82x39 ammunit... Wait What does 
that headline read? 

DD: I don't know; let's break 
open the machine. 

GL: Hmmm. . .Says here that 
Congress just outlawed all semi-
automatic weapons. I'm sorry, sir, 
but I can no longer sell this to you. In 
fact, I'm going to now dispose of this 
properly, by hurling it into the rag-
ing river below us. [He hurls it into 
the raging river.) Are you crying? 

DD: It . .it's just so beautiful. I 
love to follow the tenets of the law. 

[They embrace.] 
What we need in this world is a 

little more Common Sense, and -to 
insure world peace and a beautiful 
future for our children - perhaps a 
pay raise for me. Where can we 
begin to search for Common Sense? 
I suggest our students. 

Last year, an American group of 
students demonstrated their mental 
cunning by training their teacher in 
the Pavlovian method. Each time the 
lecturing educator stepped towards 
the class the students would look 
sleepy and disinterested; some even 
let their eyelids fall and drooled on 
their desks. When the teacher 
stepped backwards, the students 
would sit straight, take notes, and 
nod their heads as if in total agree-
ment and understanding. Within a 
week the teacher lectured with his 
back against the chalkboard. If we 
could harness the mindpower of 
such students, perhaps we could 
budget less money for defense. That 
is, we could replace the Pentagon by 
a small group of high school stu-
dents who would travel to enemy 
countries. When a dictator cries, 
"Death to America," our student 
commandos will look sleepy and 
drool. When the dictator chimes, "I 
think I shall pummel myself with a 
power sander," our students will sit 
straight and nod their heads in eager 
agreement 

Thus we will have less blood-
shed, and billions of uncommitted 
dollars to spend. So when your Con-
gressman appears pensive, looks up 
from his desk, and says, "I think 
journalists deserve a pay raise," 
please be sure to sit straight and nod 
enthusiastically. It's the only way to 
put the dogs back to sleep. 
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'Other' economic summit to address issues absent from G-7 
by Sarah Leedy 

On July 6-8, immediately preced-
ing the Economic Summit of the 
Industrialized Nations, a series of 
lectures, workshops and plenary 
sessions will be held under the aus-
pices of The Other Economic Sum-
mit (TOES). 

Proclaiming itself to be "The 
Voice of the People for a Change," a 
TOES summit has been held every 
year since 1984, when it met before 
the summit in London. 

TOES '90 will focus on three is-
sues: "A Changing World: Listening 
for a Change," "Ecology and Econ-
omy," and "Democratizing Econom-
ics: Economics as if People Mat-
tered." 

Lecturers and guests will include 
environmentalists, business lead-
ers, religious spokespersons, policy 
makers and academics from indus-
trialized nations and the Third 
World. Rice sociology professor 
Stephen Klineberg will contribute to 
a session entitled "Houston as Mi-
crocosm" which will discuss Hous-

ton in relation to the global econ-
omy. 

Negotiations are in progress to 
bring two-time Democratic presi-
dential candidate Jesse Jackson and 
South African anti-apartheid activist 
Nelson Mandela here as key speak-
ers. 

TOES is a very serious effort to 
bring up those issues not being put 
on the table at the [G-7] summit," 
said Klineberg. 

These seven nations do not have 
the interests of all 5 billion people on 
this earth in mind," he continued. 

KKK, other groups plan demonstrations 
by John Weimer 

The subject of race relations will 
command center stage as special 
interest and protest groups convene 
in Hermann Park and downtown 
Saturday, July 7, two days before the 
opening sessions of the Economic 
Summit 

Although several organizations 
are currently applying for marching 
and protest permits, a handful of 
groups have already received them. 
The Ku Klux Klan will begin its 
march at the Sam Houston Statue at 
1:30 p.m. and proceed southward on 
Main Street until arriving at the Rice 
University main entrance adjacent to 
Rice Boulevard. From there, the 
Klan will return to the Sam Houston 
Statue where a rally will take place. A 
series of speakers, including Texas 
Grand Dragon Charles Lee, will 
address the group under the statue. 

The Human RACE (Racial Accep-
tance and Class Equality) has sched-
uled a series of events, including live 
music and speeches by a variety of 
elected officials and prominent citi-
zens from 1-5 p.m. at City Hall. 

Rather than protesting issues 
addressed by the summit partici-
pants, both groups are concerned 
primarily with gaining recognition. 

The Klan, according to Lee, is 
reaffirming its presence while pro-
testing the betrayal of the American 
people by the Bush Administration. 
"We're sending a message that the 
white racist movement is alive and 
well and is growing throughout 
America." Lee said Klan representa-
tives from Chicago and Connecticut 
would be joining KKK members 
from throughout the South. Lee also 
expected representatives from other 
"white American patriot groups" 
such as the skinheads and Carry A 
Nation. Lee has increased his Janu-
ary prediction of 150 participants in 
the march to between 200 and 300. 

"We think Bush and his cronies 
have betrayed the American people 
with the open border policy and by 

letting taxpayers' money go outside 
the country." 

Lee views the summit as another 
opportunity for federal monies to be 
applied to international problems 
instead of domestic ones. "Money 
should stay in America where it's 
needed." The elderly, children, pub-
lic schools, and the drug problem 
are in dire need of monies currently 
allotted to foreign aid programs, ac-
cording to Lee. 

For these reasons the Klan op-
poses the economic summit being 
held in the United States. Lee chas-
tised Rice University in particular. 
"We're upset at Rice University for 
allowing the summit to be held 
there. We believe it's a plot against 
the American people." 

In contrast to the KKK, the 
Human RACE hopes to present 
Houston as opposed to all forms of 
racism. The organization beganlast 
September in response to Houston 
Post columnist Robert Newberry's 
fourth editorial on the absence of 
whites speaking out against racism 
Black teen-ager Yusef Hawkins' 
murder in the white Bensonhurst 
section of Brooklyn directly 
prompted Newberry's comments. 

The Human RACE has since 
applied for a 501C3, which would 
grant it non-profit status, and has 
recently begun a membership drive. 
Although only 75 people have paid 
dues and are classified as official 
members, Sue Lloyd, President of 
the organization's fourteen member 
board, predicts that more than 1000 
people will attend its July 7 activities. 

The Caribbean Steel Tones Band 
will kickoff the day's events, fol-
lowed by some song and dance 
troops from St Joseph's Mecca. The 
multi-racial church is one of the ward 
district's oldest and most prominent 
churches. 

The event boasts a long list of 
scheduled speakers, including 
Newberry, former Houston Mayor 
Fred Hofheinz, Harris County Con-
stable Victor Treviflo and Houston 
Independent School Board Presi-

Dean 
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our faculties now has a GWA chair." 
Yet Rosovsky realizes that the 

importance of going to Harvard, or 
Princeton or Stanford or other 
schools of their ilk, is often greatly 
exaggerated. "A career depends on 
far more than where one went to 
school, particularly in our large 
country with its distinct areas and 
strong regional pride.'" 

The process that determines who 
is offered the chance to attend Har-
vard is explained exceptionally well, 
and the relative subjectivity of the 

American process and the unselec-
tiveness of the vast majority of its 
universities is also mentioned. Ro-
sovsky explains the reasons behind 
preferential treatment of professors' 
children, alumni children, and eth-
nic minorities in the search for an 
entering class with "an optimum de-
gree of diversity...within a frame-
work of academic excellence, 
thereby maximizing the opportunity 
of students to learn from each 
other." 

He deftly explains both the theo-
retical and practical reasons behind 
Harvard's core curriculum, which 
"seeks to introduce students to the 

SEE NEGLECT, PAGE 7 

dent Kathy Minceberg. Professor 
Selina Ahmed of Texas Southern 
University and State Representative 
Debra Danberg will speak later in 
the afternoon. 

"We are not opposed to the eco-
nomic summit," Lloyd said. She em 
phasized the importance of present-
ing Houston as a city which "honors, 
loves, and cherishs [its] collection of 
races." Lloyd also said that the city 
council is considering a proclama-
tion which would July 7 Human Race 
Day. 

The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
had a previously scheduled national 
convention in Los Angeles which 
will prevent it from making an ap-
pearance on Saturday. But it proba-
bly will send a representative to at-
tend the Human RACE activies, 
according to a staff member of the 
organization's local office. 

They mainly have the interests of 
their own peoples in mind. TOES is 
intended to help broaden the dia-
logue about the choices we face at 
this juncture in history." 

Klineberg summarized the three 
themes ofTOES as different facets of 
the same question: how the world is 
making the transition from "a re-
source-based, nationalized indus-
trial economy to a knowledge-based, 
global information economy" in 
terms of global technological, envi-
ronmental and poverty issues. "In 
the last ten years due to the debt 
crisis there has been a net transfer of 
wealth from poorer to richer nations, 
and the result is that there is much 
more poverty and starvation," he 
said. 

Klineberg's own contribution to 
TOES will focus on Houston as a 
metaphor, a city "trying to navigate 
this transition. Houston was riding 
the resource, oil, of the industrial 
economy. 

"But now we are moving out of 
the time when money was made 
from resources to a time when 
money is made from knowledge and 
acquired skills. Some say that educa-
tion is going to be the cotton and oil 
of the Texas economy in the twenty-
first economy," he said. 

The challenge of Houston and 
Texas is to make the long-term, col-
lective investments in education and 
the environment that the future re-
quires." 

Each day of the summit will have 
lectures that will "illuminate larger 
issues with local examples," said 
Eric Davis, a recent Rice graduate 

and a TOES volunteer. 
This will be just a small part of the 

TOES agenda, however. One no-
table workshop will led by Max 
Sizula, an economist with the Afri-
can National Congress, and address 
the question of how to develop a just 

Lecturers and guests 
will include 

environmentalists, 
business leaders, 

religious 
spokespersons, 

policy makers and 
academics. 

post-apartheid economy in South 
Africa Another, entitled "Democ-
racy in Eastern Europe: Socioeco-
nomic Foundations" will include aca-
demics from Poland, Austria and 
Hungary. 

The second day's morning ses-
sion will focus on redefining pros-
perity to include environmental 
considerations. Speakers will in-
clude a former Minister of the Envi-
ronment in Colombia and econo-
mists from the World Bank and Har-
vard University. Events focusing on 
global poverty will include T h e 
Colonizing Self" and "Impact of Capi-
talism on Blacks, Other Minorities 
and the Poor." 

All TOES events are open to the 
public. For information, call the 
Houston TOES office at 668-7974. 
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of economic issues. 
Tokyo, 1979—Gune 28-29) In 

response to OPEC's most recent 
price increase on oil, the political 
leaders emphasize the importance 
of sustained international economic 
cooperation and the economic prog-
ress since last year's summit Al-
though there has been economic 
growth in some countries and 
greater currency stability, rising in-
flation continues. 

North-South relations, in the 
context of the world economy, com-
prise a significant portion of the 
meetings and statements are issued 
about air-hijacking and Indochinese 
refugees. 

Venice, 1980—Political con-
cerns are a growing agenda item as 
summit participants focus on alter-
native energy sources and the fight 
against inflation as top priorities at-
the June 22-23 meeting. The immi-
nent threat of severe recession and 
unemployment caused by OPEC's 
insistence upon increasing the price 
of oil demands that the industrial-
ized countries decrease oil con-
sumption. 

In addition to the perennial con-
cern over Third World Debt, the 
summiteers address problems of 
food shortages and alarming popula-
tion growth found in many poorer 
countries. The American hostage 
crisis brings the issue of terrorism to 
the forefront, and the Soviet pres-
ence in Afghanistan is also dis-
cussed. 

Ottawa, 1981—Political lead-
ers praise the signs of economic 
recovery within several industrial-
ized countries while placing a larger 
emphasis on East-West relations at 
the seventh International Economic 
Summit, held July 20-21. Adeclinein 
inflation has accompanied economic 
growth in many countries. 

In the sphere of East-West rela-
tions, economic cooperation is fused 
with political alignment Both do-
mestic economic policies and North-
South economic relations must be 
compatible with the security objec-
tives of the industrialized democra-
cies, the leaders declare. 

Versailles, 1982—Strong indi-
cators of economic recovery prompt 

French President and summit host 
Francois Mitterand, to speak boldly 
about "A New Civilization" at the 
June 4-6 meeting. Freer trade poli-
cies and monetary aid from industri-
alized countries to developing and 
undeveloped countries can create 
economic growth worldwide, he 
states. 

The summit participants agree 
that a concerted front in times of 
political and military conflict is as 
important as economic cooperation. 
They pledge support to Britiain in 
the Falkland s conflict 

Williamsburg, VA, 1983— 
United States President and summit 
host Ronald Reagan changes tradi-
tionally unilateral closing statement 
to multilateral consensus while plac-
ing more emphasize on the security 
of the free world than on economics 
during the May 28-30 summit 

Summit participants recognize 
clear signs of economic recovery. 
Liberal trade policies and assistance 
to developing countries continue to 
be central to economic policies. 

London, 1984—Summit par-
ticipants announce that economic 
recovery has been established as the 
tenth International Economic Sum-
mit concludes after three days of 
meetings from June 7-9. 

Although domestic inflation 
rates, interest rates and monetary 
growth still demand attention, the 
focus shifts to international environ-
mental, social and political crisis. 
Environmental protection becomes 
a constraint of economic develop-
ment projects, aid to those who are 
victims of the drought in Africa is 
coordinated, and East-West rela-
tions and terrorism are addressed. 

Bonn, 1985—Assured that 
economic recovery has been 
achieved, the summit's purpose is 
redefined during the May 2-4 meet-
ing as the defender of the geopoliti-
cal status quo. "The partnership of 
North America, Europe and Japan is 
a guarantee of peace and stability in 
the world." 

Greater emphasis is placed upon 
North-South relations, environ-
mental problems and the drought in 
Africa. Specific environmental poli-
cies are agreed upon. 

Tokyo, 1986—In the immedi-
ate shadow of the disaster at Cher-
nobyl, the summit of May 4-6,1986 
praises its past successes and looks 
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optimistically towards the future. 
Despite the Chernobyl disaster, 

use of nuclear energy is endorsed. 
Healthy domestic economies 

prompts summit participants to ac-
cept additional coordinated eco-
nomic policies, such as trade, agri-
cultural and technological agree-
ments. An opening in East-West rela-
tions presents opportunities for 
greater collaboration on environ-
mental and socioeconomic issues 
affecting the world. 

Venice, 1987—In addition to 
macroeconomic policies among the 
industrialized democracies, the po-
litical leaders of the seven select 
States and the European Communi-
ties discuss such topics as the envi-
ronment, agriculture, developing 
countries and debt the Iran-Iraq 
War, terrorism, narcotics and the 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome (AIDS). 

Summiteers acknowledge the 
need for international coordination 
in an increasingly interdependent 
world. 

Toronto, 1988—The agenda 
of the fourteenth International Eco-
nomic Summit held on June 19-21 
includes economic, political, envi-
ronmental and moral issues. 

In a more thorough evaluation of 
the world economy, discussion in-
cludes the entire spectrum of eco-
nomic development 

Added to perennial summit top-
ics such as the environment, terror-
ism, narcotics and East-West rela-
tions are the structural reforms 
within participating countries, espe-
cially the European Communities, 
and Japan's Human Frontier Science 
Program. 

Paris, 1989—The July 14-16 
summit focuses on three main is-
sues: economic policies needed to 
maintain balanced and sustained 
growth, the further integration of 
developing countries into the world 
economy, and the need to protect 
the environment 

As .an addendum, declarations 
are made in regard to East-West 
relations, the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
China, South Africa, Central Amer-
ica, Panama, Cambodia and Leba-
non. 

The summit participants accept 
the invitation of the President of the 
United States to meet in his country 
the following year. 

Europe 
FROM PAGE 1 

As the demand for capital rises, 
the world's interest rates may also 
rise, harming not only Third World 
debtor nations but also the U.S. 
Such a rise would confront Third 
World countries with the dual bur-
dens of increased debt payments 
and restricted new resources while 
increasing the prices of develop-
ment funds for Eastern Europe. 

The European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development 
(EBRD), founded earlier this year, 
has been chartered to funnel re-
sources from industrialized coun-
tries to Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union. The EBRD is a sepa-
rate institution from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and other international devel-
opment agencies focused on extend-
ing aid to lesser developed nations, 
all of which rely on funds primarily 
from the G-7 countries. 

Details governing the function 
and regulations of the EBRD were 
finalized in France and signed May 
20, but according to Scott Ochiltree 
with the office of development ban ks 
at the U.S. Treasury Department 
the bank will not begin to have any 
substantial effect until spring 1991. 
"The bank is just beginning to geton 
its feet," he said. He predicted that 
details concerning the EBRD will 
not play a major role in summit dis-
cussions. The EBRD will have initial 
holdings of $12 billion. Sixty percent 
of funds will be allocated to the pri-
vate sector or to projects in the proc-
ess of privatizing, with the rest will 
go towards improving infrastrctre, 
Ochiltree said. 

As with the EBRD, the Soviet 
Union is also on the sidelines of 
summit negotiations; but the future 
international economic environ-
ment will be significantly effected by 
its degree of participation. Because 
of its command economy, the large 
amount of state controlled trade, and 
a currency, the ruble, that is not con-
vertible into other currencies in offi-
cial banks; the U.S.S.R. has not been 
admitted to the world organizations 
which would qualify it as an influen-
tial participant in international eco-
nomic negotiations. 

Despite their absence, the Sovi-
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ets' interests and potential influence 
may affect the substance of negotia-
tions. Along with the issue of Lithu-
anian independence, the unification 
of East and West Germany and its 
economic implications remains one 
of the most sensitive issues of East-
West relations. 

"The process of monetary union 
[of the two Germanys, beginning 
July 2] will involve the demarkation 
of the Deutsch mark," explained 
Ferrantino. "This will give rise to in-
flation which will affect the G-7 in 
trying to ensure economic stability." 

The devaluation of the Deutsch 
mark which will result from the 
monetary union should not hold 
negative consequences for the 
American economy. Rather, many 
economic analysts perceive the de-
valuation and expansionary mone-
tary policy as directly beneficial to 
the worldwide balance of trade, es-
pecially the U.S. trade deficit 

By making the East German 
mark convertible to the West Ger-
man mark, new hard currency is in 
effect created, Ferrantino explained. 
This increase in hard currency and 
the expected accompanying infla-
tion could eventually ease the up-
ward pressure on interest rates cre-
ated by the increased demand for 
hard currency. 

Another topic will be the current 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade negotiations between 105 
nations, whose main issue is the 
question of agricultural subsidies. At 
a meeting of 24 industrialized coun-
tries last week, the U.S. pushed for a 
communique endorsing the re-
moval of all trade-distorting farm 
subsidies; the European Economic 
Community refused. 

"They're not progressing very 
far," said Rice's Gordon Smith, who 
specializes in international econom-
ics. "That's the kind of thing the 
summit can have an impact on." 

Smith said the summit's impact 
would be greater there because the 
issue is "something very focused, 
that involves a yes or no, an up or 
down....I don't think it will have 
much of an impact on [issues involv-
ing Eastern Europe.]" 

Ambler cited a book on the past 
economic summits and said the big-
gest impact is usually felt before the 
summit because, "it's kind of a 
deadline....Normally, great break-
throughs don't come out of these 
meetings....The most dramatic thing 
they've done is demonstrate the 
interdependence of nations." 

In addition to Bush ancf Mitter-
and, heads of state represented will 
be Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney, President of the Commis-
sion of the 9 European Communities 
Jacques Delors, Federal Republic of 
Germany Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
Italian President Giulio Andreotti, 
Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu, and British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Also included in the delegation 
will be the finance ministers and 
foreign ministers. The Commission 
of the European Communities repre-
sents Belgium, Denmark, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain 
and the United Kingdom. 

Bush is scheduled to greet the 
heads of the delegations in Rice's 
academic quadrangle Monday, July 
9. Meetings among foreign minis-
ters and delegation representatives 
will continue in various locations 
around the campus from Monday 
afternoon through Wednesday 
morning. Bush will present the final 
communique at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center on 
Wednesday, July 11, at noon. 
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major approaches in knowledge in 
areas that the faculty considers in-
dispensable to undergraduate edu-
cation." He explains why each of the 
six areas is considered vital, but 
admits that "students do a great deal 
to educate each other....Course de-
scriptions, guidelines, requirements 
and such reveal only little about the 
inner working of the education proc-
ess." 

How true that is. The most impor-
tant part of the university, as Ro-
sovsky astutely notes, is the profes-
sors. It is a tradition of Rice under-
graduates to attend seven to nine 
classes during the first two weeks of 
a semester and then pick the five that 
seem the most interesting, based on 
the reading list and primarily, the 
professor. And a key part of Orienta-
tion Week is the recommendations 
student advisors give to freshmen 
about which professors are good 
and which aren't 

The criteria by which students 
define "good" professors are not the 
same as Rosovsky and the rest of 
academia use. "Faculty selection 
based primarily on research per-
formance leads to fewer mistakes 
than choices based on teaching abil-
ity," he claims. "Both talents should 
be taken into account, but research 
ability is a better long-term indica-
tor." 

Yet there is no doubt, no matter 
how much those at research univer-
sities deny it, that teaching ability is 
all but ignored in the process of ten-
ure and promotion. In 1987, the Rice 
biology department, in a decision 
backed by the president, denied ten-
ure to assistant professor Joseph 
Martin, who won three awards for 
teaching excellence-one that year-
and consistently received student 
ratings as one of the most effective 
teachers in the university. Yet the 
tenure committee, in a letter to the 
Thresher, maintained that "scholar-
ship has been critical, teaching very 
important" in the tenure and promo-
tion process. 

Episodes similar to this have 
been repeated often at Harvard and 
other research universities, as jour-
nalist Charles J. Sykes describes in 
Pro/scam, a well-documented indict-
ment of today's research universi-
ties. He quotes Harvard biologist 
Stephen Jay Gould as saying in the 
tenure process, "I've never heard 
[teaching] seriously considered. 
There's a lip-service given it" In-
deed, Sykes cites many cases of 
professors at these universities that 
demonstrate good teaching is in fact 
a liability in the tenure process. "In 
the academic culture, to be a teacher 
is to be a failure," he states. Brown 
University professor Jacob Neusner 
sums up academia's attitude: those 
at teaching colleges are "amiable 
non-entities, local icons, [those at] a 
research university [are] produc-
tive, tough-minded, risk-taking 
sonofabitch scholars." 

Neusner's view is found in Ro-
sovsky's book, and even extended to 
students. "We need to stress that 
there is relatively little opportunity 
for instruction in the independent 
[i.e. liberal arts] college to rise above 
the elementary or intermediate 
level; very few undergraduates can 
absorb more advanced material." 
Try telling that to students at Wil-
liams College, S^jsthmore College, 
Davidson College, or any of the 
other superb liberal arts colleges in 
the U.S. How high can the intellec-
tual level rise in a mass class of300 or 
more students, especially when a it 
is taught by graduate student teach-
ing assistants? Rosovsky acknowl-
edges much undergraduate criti-
cism of TAs is justified, but he only 
spends a paragraph discussing the 
problem - in an annotated footnote. 

The dean also neglects to explore 
any of the undergraduate experi-
ences, from the newness of every-
thing and everyone to the huge 
classes to having to study hard for 
the first time. He devotes a chapter 
to what a high school senior should 
consider, a chapter to graduate stu-
dents, and four to professors. But 
any reference to the life of an under-
graduate comes merely in passing. 

Rosovsky also mentions Rice 
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stop trying to find markets to fit its 
products, and beginning tailoring 
exports to fit specific markets. 
"Therefore," said More, "our eye is 
on the USSR and agreements be-
tween Bush and Gorbachev that 
could open up more agricultural 
links between the two countries. 
Although no one is sure what will 
happen in the near future of the 
USSR, it is a vast and relatively un-
tapped market A positive outcome 
of the summit can only expand the 
future of Soviet-U.S. agricultural re-
lations, which would benefit both 
countries." 

Another key debate currently in 
Congress is the shape of the defense 
budget in light of the revolutionary 
changes in Eastern Europe and 
emerging democracies throughout 
the world. Of the many issues dis-
cussed at the summit, the possibility 
of a START treaty, as well as other 
arms talks, had a large impact on the 
decision-making process concern-
ing Hie specifics of the defense 
budget before and after the summit 

In the days preceding the sum-
mit, Congress put on hold the proc-
ess by which specific cuts to the 
defense program would be deter-
mined in subcommittees, with the 
amended bill then returning to the 
floor for debate. The process is 

known as "mark up." 
Jerome Gideon, a senior legisla-

tive assistant to the Committee on 
Armed Services said, "The outcome 
of the summit is really immaterial to 
mark up, since any agreement 
reached at the summit technically 
wouldn't go into effect until the next 
fiscal year, but it will still be used as 
the focal point for the defense de-
bate. Congress made it a media 
event by refusing to go about busi-
ness until the summit was over." 

Gideon also stated upcoming 
events such as the July 5-6 NATO 
summit and the ongoing budget 
summit both of which will have a 
strong effect on the future of defense 
spending, are being overshadowed. 
"The budget summit is really the im-
portant summit since it will deter-
mine the overall spending that the 
committee will mark to," he com-
mented. 

In light of this, why did Congress 
insist on putting defense legislation 
on hold? Gideon said, "Those is favor 
of cuts, Republicans and Democrats, 
were waiting to see the outcome of 
the summit to see if there's anything 
they can cut that wouldn't cost them 
politically. 

"Congress hoped the president 
would do the dirty work for it at the 
summit agreeing to limits on con-
ventional weapons. Regardless of 
the outcome of the summit, both 
sides will try to use anything said at 
it to justify their positions." 

only in an passing, and on both such 
occasions he reveals his ignorance 
of it He states, "You will hear a 
familiar refrain: big names and fa-
mous professors can be found at (for 
example) Rice, Minnesota, and the 
University of Washington, but these 
persons will not be your instructors. 
Your most common contact will be 
with graduate teaching assistants, 
callow and inexperienced youths..." 

Maybe at the last two schools 
that's correct but not here. In Sep-
tember English professor J. Dennis 
Huston defeated more than 500 
other applicants to be named Profes-
sor of the Year, a national award 
given to one person each year by the 
Washington, D.C.-based Council for 
the Advancement and Support of 
Education. Among other courses 
Huston has taught over the past two 
years are a sophomore-level survey 
of English literature, freshman Eng-
lish, and a freshman seminar in the 
humanities core curriculum, a class 
required for science and engineering 
majors. 

Like Huston, most professors 
teaching the core courses are ten-
ured professors. Each semester 
there are roughly 17 sections, hav-
ing about 20-25 students each, of the 
humanities core class, a two-semes-
ter survey of the great thinkersofthe 
West Each of the 17 sections meets 
three times a week for an hour-long 
seminar with an instructor who 
grades frequent writing assign-
ments. What a novel concept for a 
research university! 

Later, Rosovsky adds that by 
ranking colleges based on endow-
ment per student "Rice would rank 
ahead of Yale, Stanford, Columbia, 
and Chicago. That will not sound 
right to experienced quality rank-
ers." The dean then cites U.S. News 

and World Report's 1965 ranking of 
U.S. universities. That same year 
Edward B. Fiske, education editor of 
the New York Times, wrote this about 
Rice in his Selective Guide to Col-
leges: "High-achieving students, 
strong faculty, and excellent re-
sources are other telling signs about 
what this school is all about Throw 
in the pint-sized tuition and ten-gal-
lon endowment, and you have the 
best academic bargain in American 

higher education." 
And according to the 1988 survey 

in U.S. News itself, Rice was ranked 
ninth among national universities, 
one spot behind Columbia and one 
ahead of Chicago; in 1989 it was 
ranked 10th, just below Chicago and 
ahead of Columbia. The category 
where Rice fared worst academic 
reputation, 25th in 1989. If others in 
academia know as much about Rice 
as Rosovsky does, no wonder. 
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A brief history of Rice 
by Elise Perachio 

As the Economic Summit nears, 
eyes are beginning to turn to Rice, 
the site of all meetings among the 
seven heads of state. Yet few may 
know the origins of this young uni-
versity of relatively few students. 

Though the Rice of today is a 
conglomeration of many people's 
dreams and ideas, its original seed 
was sown by the man for whom it 
was named, William Marsh Rice. 

Rice was originally from Massa-
chusetts but was drawn to Texas in 
1838, seven years before it relin-
quished its independence to become 
part of the United States. Rice took 
hold of the opportunites such a de-
veloping environment afforded and 
proceeded to make a fortune trading 
in cotton, cattle, and lumber in Hous-
ton. After the Civil War, he relocated 
to New York but soon decided to 
spend his winters in Houston's 
milder climate. 

Though Rice had no children of 
his own, he had a keen interest in 
education. With the assistance of 
Captain James A Baker, a local 
businessman (and grandfather of 
Secretary of State James Baker), and 
Emmanuel Raphael, a Houston 
Public Schools Trustee, Rice estab-
lished a $200,000 endowment to be 

used to create a William Marsh Rice 
Institute of literature, Science and 
Art. He insisted, however, that the 
school not be opened until after his 
death. 

His death came about quite unex-
pectedly on September 23,1900. He 
was murdered in his sleep at his New 
York apartment The killer, his own 
valet who had conspired with a law-
yer to steal Rice's millions through a 
clumsily forged will. Luckily, Baker 
was able to uncover the plot and save 
the endowment (which had grown to 
$4.6 million) for its intended pur-
pose. 

Once the dust from the legal 
battles finally cleared in 1908, Baker 
and the rest of Rice's Board of Trus-
tees set about finding a president 
who could not only be a good leader, 
but could actually create this insti-
tute. They selected Edgar Odell 
Lovett, a young mathematics profes-
sor from Princeton. 

Lovett did have some starting 
guidelines provided by Rice in his 
will; the school had to be non-sectar-
ian, open to both men and women 
with no tuition or fees as long as the 
endowment could bear the costs. 
Most importantly, Rice wanted en-
rollment to be limited in order to 
keep student quality high. 

To Rice's guidelines, Lovett 
added a system of residential col-

i 

leges, and an honor code to which all 
students must comply. He wished for 
the university to provide a balanced 
education including both humanities 
and sciences. However, he decided 
the curriculum should focus on ap-
plied and pure sciences in the begin-
ning due to the need for technical 
expertise in Houston at that time. He 
hoped that as more resources be-
came available, liberal arts could 
hold an equal position in the curricu-
lum 

The school opened its doors to its 
first freshmen class of 77 students in 
1912. At the time, the only two build-
ings on campus were the administra-
tion building (Lovett Hall) and one 
residential college. 

Though both Rice's and Lovett's 
visions remain largely intact, some 

changes have occurred along the 
way, particularly in the 1960s. The 
first change was in the name from 
Rice Institute to Rice University re-
flecting the balance which emerged 
between the humanities and sci-
ences. 

With the ensuing expansion in 
curriculum and faculty came a need 
to begin charging tuition in 1965. 
The spirit of Rice's wishes remains 
alive as Rice's tuition today is half or 
less of that charged by comparable 
universities ($6,100 this past year). 
That year also was the first to see 
blacks admitted as students. 

Today Rice has grown considera-
bly. There are eight residential col-
leges on a 300-acre campus with 
4000 trees. The campus sits not on a 
barren plain along a dirt road but 
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across Main Street from the Texas 
Medical Center,,the world's largest 
medical center. The class size has in-
creased from 77 to around 650; there 
are 4,000 students—2,700 under-
graduates and 1,300 graduate stu-
dents. Rice has been rated as one of 
America's top ten national universi-
ties by U.S News and World Report 
each of the last two years. 

As Rice nears its 80th year of 
classes, it will continue to grow and 
change. By 1991, large new facilities 
for both the Shepherd School of 
Music and for the Biochemistry/Bi-
osciences department will be open 
and operational. But one thing has 
remained constant, the small enroll-
ment whose roots lie in Lovett's 
phrase:"keep the standards up and 
the numbers down." 

* 

REGIONAL & ETHNIC 
SPECIALTIES OF TEXAS 

Featuring 

• S o u t h w e s t e r n Chicken Crepes 

• T e x a s Gumbo 

• C r a b m e a t Enchiladas 

• S m o k e d Brisket Tacos 

11 am till 2 in the morning 
7 days a week 

validated parking after 5 pm 
in the Allright parking lot 

RIVER OAKS DOWNTOWN 
1973 West Gray 800 Louisiana 

in the at Walker 
River Oaks Center Two Shell Plaza 

523-1919 228-4400 
AH major credit cards accepted 

BIRRV 
PORETTIS 

A Great Italian Restaurant. . 
. .. A Heck Of An Irish Bar! • 

11 am till 2 in the morning 
7 days a week 

RIVER OAKS 
1997 West Gray 

in the 
River Oaks Center 

529-9191 

DOWNTOWN 
500 Louisiana 

at Prairie 
next to the 

Alley Theatre 
228-9494 

All major credit cards accepted 
Call for location nearest you 

WELCOME: 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SUMMIT PARTICIPANTS 


