
SINCE 1916 The 

M 

K 

V, 

VOLUME 77, NO. 1 VOLUME, VOLUME, VOLUME JULY 14, 1989 

Alex Byrd receives National School Volunteer Program award 
Sews Feature 
by Gilbert Saldivar 

Sid Richardson senior Alexander 
>,,;vicr Byrd periodically achieves a 

of notoriety. On May 22, the 
National Partners in Education 
iwarded Byrd the first place citation 

[or the Youth Volunteer/Peer Tutor 
Award. Byrd received the award for 

s work with Operation Success, 
o ongoing Rice tutorial program 

, :h his alma mater, Jack Yates High 
hool. Besides the $2,000 cash 

e, Delta Airlines, Kraft, and Walt 
>ney World flew Byrd to Epcot 

, liter, the site of the awards 
,. emony.and set him up in the posh 

,nd Floridian Beach Resort Hotel 
he weekend (base rate: $220/ 

n ; g h t ) . "It was sort of like Fantasy 
and," Byrd said. 
During the school year, several 

I „e students go to Yates to tutor two 
v> t•<!kday afternoons. On every other 
—kend , Operation Success brings 

>• Yates students to Rice for a social 
ivity. The number of Yates 
dents that take advantage of the 
orial program varies; the average 

: en, but there have been occasions 
icre more than 35 students have 
me. Generally, four or five Rice 
'dents accompany Byrd to the 

- • hool. 

Byrd usually finds more 
substantial uses for money. He 

invariably uses cash disbursements 
accompanying these awards to send 
Yates High School students to Rice 
for summer schooL But lately, he has 
been gunning for something more. 
"We aren't having any problems 
suckering kids into coming here for 
the summer," says Byrd, "but we are 
having problems get t ing the 
money. . . from a single, stable 
source. I would like to see an 
endowment set up for Operation 
Success so we can send at least one 
Yates student to school here every 
summer, whether I am here or not. 
An endowment wouid institution-
alize the relationship between Rice 
University and Jack Yates High 
School. 

"Problem is, Rice tuition for 
summer school costs $250 a head 
and you need a minimum of $10,000 
to set up an academic endowment 
around here. You wouldn't happen to 
know anybody with $8,000 laying 
around, would you?" 

Byrd has been trying to achieve 
institutionalization from the outset. 
Two years ago Campus Compact, a 
national coalition of 130 university 
presidents established to promote 
student involvement in public 
service, recognized Operation 
Success and Byrd. Mr. Terry 
McCullough, principal of Jack Yates 
High School said at the time, "Most 
college students begin projects like 
this that start off really flashy; but 

this has real staying power." The 
program has continually expanded 
since then, and if Byrd can get an 
Operation Success endowment 
established, the program will have 
more "staying power" than anyone 
could ever have imagined. But 
beyond the immediate and more 
pragmatic concerns of Operation 
Success, philosophical tensions 
arise as well 

The press release announcing 
Byrd's award specifically characte-
rized Yates as an "inner city" public 
school, a description with which 
Byrd takes great issue. "Using the 
term 'inner city' to describe anything 
neatly and cleanly encapsulates the 
problems of, say, Jack Yates High 
School, which incidentally are 
present at virtually every school, and 
makes the need to find practical 
solutions to 'inner city problems' less 
immediate. 

"It's those kinds of character-
izations th'kt keep people self 
conscious about coming to Yates as 
opposed to schools like Memorial or 
Lamar. You dont understand. We'll 
get these people coming here who 
have never even set foot in Yates and 
they have this concept of the school, 
right? But it's not like they have an 
opinion of the school that is open for 
debate and reevaluation; they know, 
man. They know!" 

Besides having to deal with the 
demolition and restructuring of 

J 

Ale^ Byrd receives his award from James Duffy 

inaccurate and almost insulting 
assumptions in the minds of many of 
his peers, convenient concept-
ualization has played another hand 
in creating obstacles to his goals. 

M;-,key Mouse and Joanna Kerns, 

the 

Burnett appointed to new Dean of Students position 
Proctor post terminated, search continues for new Director of Student Activities 

Myra K. Rucker 

Dr. Sarah Burnett, associate pro-
- >sor of psychology, has fulfilled 
et desire to be in a position to affect 

student policy. On July 1, Burnett 
1 appointed Dean of Students as 
• n. of the major reorganization and 

•ansion underway in the Office of 
! . Sent Affairs. 

T h e area of Student Affairs has 
wn.. .to the point where I need 

^ P," Vice-President Ronald Steb-
ss said. His words echoed the 

Noughts of other student adminis-
t<Uors, who feel assistance is neces-
<":y in order to improve student 

services. In addition to Burnett, 
Cynthia Lanier was hired as Health 

Educator, and search committees 
are still in the process of interview-
ing candidates for a Director of Stu-
dent Activities and an Assistant or 
Associate Director of Career Serv-
ices. The four positions were de-
signed to lighten duties so students 
can receive more concentration and 
attention, according to Stebbings. 

The new Dean of Students will 
ultimately be responsible for the 
Director of Student Activities, the 
Health Educator, Health Services, 
and Psychiatric Services. She will 
also be in charge of coordinating 
events in the Rice Memorial Center, 
which was originally under Finance 
and Administration. 

The absence of the Proctor will, 
perhaps, be the first change students 

notice. Contrary to popular belief, 
the Dean of Students is not a newly 
created position. Up until ten years 
ago, the Dean of Students had many 
oftheduties Dr. Eddie Holt took over 
upon his appointment as Proctor. 

Holt, who was until recently 
working out of the Vice President's 
office, was only Proctor for one and a 
half hours a day. According to Steb-
bings, Holt decided not to undertake 
the new duties, which will involve 
more part-time hours, and will in-
stead return to the civil engineering 
department full-time. 

Burnett hopes that the changes in 
the University Court will prevent her 
from being seen as a "disciplinarian 
ogre" and plans to work hard for a 
changed image. 

GSA report finds housing lacking 
V Leslie Raneri 

A preliminary report issued July 7 
a Graduate Student Association 

I nmittee on graduate student 
using reveals widespread dis-

• :;lent among students who have 
!iV< d in the Graduate House? 

Forty-four percent of Graduate 
House residents compared with 
! k'hty-three percent of non-
(,raduate House residents said they 

e entirely or mostly satisfied with 
'heir housing. Some residents and 
!< ;mer residents expressed the 
'Pinion that thgy would have 
r( considered coming to Rice if they 
,ad known about the poor quality of 

'1()using. 
Robert Schmunk, president of 

' c Graduate Student Association, 
Ni'd the findings seemed to be 

ymptoms of graduate student 
•inhappiness in general" and 
II iscontent" with the response of the 
(i ministration to their problems. 

The report suggests several 
changes be made in providing 
housing for graduate students, 
including lowering the rent at the 
Graduate House, changing its 
managerial structure, and possibly 
selling the Graduate House in order 
to build on-campus housing 
exclusively for graduate students, 
including those with families. 

The high rent at the Graduate 
House was cited as the major 
complaint of residents. Thirty-four 
percentofGraduate House residents 
thought their rent was fair as 
opposed to eighty-seven percent of 
non-Graduate House residents. 
Residents felt that rates were 
"outrageous," especially consider-
ing the poor condition of the rooms 
and that absense of any place in the 
living quarters to prepare meals. 

One student said, "Even the 
experience one gets from living at 
the Graduate House (like meeting a 
whole lot of people from different 
backgrounds) and the convenience 

... doesn't fully justify the rent" One 
former Graduate House resident 
found apartments off-campus which 
were "cheaper, roomier, and 
[closer] to school." 

Residents also complained about 
"garish room colors" and a "motel-
like atmosphere," as well as the lack 
of kitchen facilities in the rooms. 
Families and couples were forced to 
seek housing elsewhere, according 
to the report The air conditioning 
and heating system was described 
by one student as "primitive." 
Schmunk remarked that many 
graduate students believe that the 
university views them as second-
class citizens. 

"For Rice to maintain any 
pret^hse of academic excellence, 
she must treat her graduate students 
with greater respect," one graduate 
student wrote. "Improved graduate 
student housing is a step towards 
that goal." 

The report will be presented at a 
GSA meeting on July 20. 

"I think students were not aware 
of some of the positive things Holt 
did. Without his support, we would 
not have the lax [alcohol] policy we 
have today," she said. Burnett cred-
its Stebbings and Dr. Patricia Mar-
tin, Director of Academic Advising, 
for the positive changes. She feels 
the time has come to clear the ad-
ministration's "desk of paperwork" 
so everyone will know what is really 
going on in student affairs. 

Burnett is no stranger to her new 
office. She came to Rice in 1972, after 
receiving her Ph.D from Tulane 
University, and from 1978 until 1982 
she was a resident associate of Jones 
College, where she met Vice Presi-
dent Stebbings. She has worked with 
the Women's Commission on Rape 
Research and remains an associate 
of Jones. 

Burnett has a reputation for being 
a thoughtful, fair and reasonable per-
son, according to Stebbings. In order 
to live up to her reputation, she 
said,"[I plan to be] someone with a 
part in all aspects of student life, one 
concerned with both intellectual and 
personal growth." 

Health Educator 
Martin believes students will first 

notice the new position diying Ori-
entation Week. Lanier will be hold-
ing seminars on the alcohol poligy, 
drug use, AIDS, and rape. She is 
currently finishing up duties at a 
similiar position at the University of 
Texas in Austin. She will begin her 
work at Rice on August 14. 

Director of Student Activities 
The new director of student ac-

tivities, once hired, will be handling 
the student organizations. Philippa 
Angelides, currently the secretary 
for student organizations, will be 
moving to the Office of Academic 
Advising (formerly Student Advis-
ing) . She will become the assistant to 
the new Director of Student Activi-
ties. 

S£F APPOINTMENTS PMiE 4 

One of the major effects of 
showering praise on Byrd for his 
contributions to the tutorial Drogram 
has been Byrd's canonization among 
the Rice students. "People wart 
heroes," Byrd says, "so a lot. of times 
they will make heroes." Putting Byrd 
on a pedestal undermines the help 
that he might otherwise have gotten 
from his peers, according to Byrd. 
He believes that other students 
equating Byrd with some almost 
super-human ability will decide 
against public service, assuming 
they don't have what it takes to 
accomplish anything beyond a 
purely academic agenda. 

More significantly, however, 
canonization has cultivated a 
tremendous pressure to perform in 
Byrd that he has had to reconcile. 
"Sometimes I end up becoming what 
they want me to be," reflected Byrd. 
"You end up making a lot of speeches 
and getting people happy. But, you 
know, I didn't do anything by mysell 
and Operation Success is about the 
kids, not me, and none of the Yates 
folks are getting sent to Disney 
World. Ultimately, you can feel 
guilty and want to quit, or you can 
continue. 

"That's when you realize what 
it's all about: social change through 
community involvement. Folks like 
you and me seeing in one day how 
well public schools, health care 
facilities and other social programs 

SEE BYRD PAGE 4 

FEATURE 
What newcomers 
to Rice and Houston 
should know... 
see page 5 

FINE ARTS 

Robin Williams not the 
only star in Dead 
Poets Society. 
see page 6 
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Bush misplaces anger 

The summer of1989 is one ripe for anger. Oil spills on the coastlines 
oifour different states have raised the environmental consciousness 
in all of us. A totalitarian regime in China butchered hundreds— 
probably thousands—of its best and brightest students, because they 
dared to protest against nepotism and corruption. The Republican 
National Committee attempted to impune the new Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, not by arguing against his ideological 
viewpoint, but through an insinuation about his sexual orientation. 
The Supreme Court recently rolled back the Civil Rights laws in such 
an extreme fashion that even conservatives appear unnerved. The 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, run by "Silent" Sam 
Piece for thepast eight years, provided little in the way of housing or 
any type of development for the impoverished of this country; instead 
it lined the wallets of well-placed Republicans with taxpayers' dollars. 

George Bush did indeed get angry, but over none of the 
aforementioned issues. (Both Bush and Reagan have understood 
what Jimmy Carter never did—a President that gets angry over too 
much appears unnerving to the general public). Instead, Bush is 
furious over the Supreme Court's decision that a Dallas law which 
prosecuted a man for burning the flag was unconstitutional. 

Bush wants Congress to pass a Constitutional amendment to 
outlaw the burning of the flag. Ninety-seven of this nation's 100 
senators have supported the amendment, which Senator Gordon 
Humphrey of New Hampshire has rightfully labeled as "silly." 

Amending the Constitution of this country is serious business, and 
it is truly disheartening to have a President who wants to take an issue 
that would have otherwise died away within a couple of weeks and 
turn it into a vehicle to alter the . backbone of this country's 
democratic system. 

I understand the anger that veterans and others had over the 
decision, but it is also imperative to understand that the opposition to 
this amendment comes not simply from rabid libertarians or the 
ACLU. It also stems from those of us who think the whole issue is 
ridiculous. So some lunatic wants to burn a flag. Does our country's 
well- being rest on a symbolic piece of cloth? There were some calls in 
the Senate the day after the decision was announced that if a person 
wants to burn a flag, he should do it in China or Iran, where that kind 
of activity is condoned. 

To paraphrase Representative Don Edwards of California, I always 
thought that the beauty of this country was in its capacity to defend 
the free speech of those with whom we violently disagree. Defending 
those we agree with is easy. Even China and Iran do that. But taking 
the easy way out appears to be what the President and most of the 
Congress have chosen to do. The issues that truly matter have been 
forgotten in this summer of misplaced anger. 

Court's abortion decision 
merits acceptance 

At the risk of completely alienating at least half of my audience, I 
am going to stick my neck out into the abortion fray. I am pro-choice, 
yet I applaud the Supreme Court's decision to send the matter back 
to the legislative branch of our government. 

Most Western countries have determined that the abortion 
question should be decided in the legislative branch. Our legislative 
branch is the one closest to the people, and on a medical and ethical 
question such as abortion, the people's representatives should be 
forced to come to an uneasy compromise. As Time's Michael Kinsley 
has pointed out, for the past 16 years many legislators and the last two 
Presidents have said that they are opposed to abortion. When they 
made that statement, there was no danger because they had no 
control over the matter. What the court's decision will cause is a great 
deal of squirming for politicians, for now the people will be heard on 
this issue. Fence-sitting is no longer an option for our legislators. A 
compromise of sorts will have to be battered out on a state by state 
basis, and our representative democracy will be put to work. 

Thresher remains free 
A free press can of course be good or bad, but, most certainly, without 

freedom it will never be anything but bad. 
—Albert Camus in Renaissance, Rebellion, and Death 
So here it is. For those of you who have never before been graced 

with one of these beautifully crafted documents, this is a Thresher. 
Throughout the year, this newspaper will become bigger (definitely) 
and better (I hope). During the school year it is distributed every 
Friday at lunch, and though many people read it back to front (flip 
your paper over and read the misclass to discover why), we're also 
proud of what goes inside. 

As always, the Thresher needs new blood. The Thresher is a free 
paper, and, as Camus points out, we have the capacity to be either 
good or bad. With your help, we can continue to create a newspaper 
that presents the news and opinions of the Rice students. And, I hope, 
do a entertaining and damn good job of it. 

* * * 

Gil, Myra, Anu, Tim, Leslie, We, Jay, Mary, and Mike deserve 
thanks for their work on this issue. Pat, Harold, and Joel also deserve 
thanks for showing me and Sarah how to do everything. And you 
certainly would not be reading this without everything that Jen 
Cooper did. Thanks to all—see you in August 

—Greg Kahn 

JMFMMUR LIVES... 
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What does the Rice Experience mean? 
Commentary 
by Gilbert Saldivar 

Is this incredible, or what? I write a 
two-paragraph, two-week-late 
newsbrief about a leaky pipe in the 
basement of the RMC back in 
March, and now I'm on the cutting 
edge of Rice journalism. A column in 
the summer issue! Two completely 
blatant sentence fragments in rapid 
succession! As I write this, I can feel 
the power of my prose rolling 
deafeningly through the immortal 
abyss of time to come, my writing 
style imposing itself despotically on 
all thought into the twenty-first 
century! 

All right, perhaps my impact won't 
be quite that dramatic, but to quote 
Boogie, Mickey Rourke's character 
in the film Diner, "If you don't have 
dreams, Bagel, you've got 
nightmares." 

So, you're probably asking 
yourselves,"What's it like to be Gil 
Saldivar at this pivotal point in his oh-
so-stellar career?" Well, it's like this: 
It is summer, you are sitting in front 
of a Macintosh and though you know 
the deadline for your column is fast 
approaching, you look at the Mac 
and realize you've accomplished 
very little more than the spewing out 
of about three paragraphs of pseudo-
intellectual drivel. So what do you 
do? Solicit ideas from the Thresher 
peanut gallery which, not 
surprisingly, wants you to wrUe 
about them. Fat chance! 

So, you ask yourself,"What's it all 
about?" and try with every fiber of 
your constitution not to sound like a 
Roger Rosenblatt essay at the end of 
some MacNeil-Lehrer News Hour. 
Certainly Sir Lawrence Olivier now 
knows what it's all about. But 
whatever it is all about, it has to go 
beyond being able to do something 
excellently; one's ability to do 
something better than, or as good as, 
anyone else because there are so 
many people who are not spectacular 
in a given field of endeavor. 

So, what is it that gives people a 
sense of happiness, of fulfillment? 
For some folks, it's James Taylor 
(ick!); for others it's Springsteen: 
"Workin' all day in my daddy's 
garage,/Driving all night chasing 
some mirage." The Boss says, 
"Throw away the dreams that tear 
you apart,/Throw away the dreams 
that break your heart,/Throw away 
the lies that leave you with nothing/ 
but a lost and broken heart." Now, 
what the hell is that supposed to 
mean? 

A lot of folks come to Rice with 
thoughts of conquest and 
domination running rampant 

through their minds. They made 
quick work of their high schools; 
why not Rice? It's very simple: Rice 
University eats valedictorians for 
breakfast, and the National Merit 
Scholars are dessert. 

Fulfillment means concentrating 
on busting your butt—the grades 
you want will come later if you are 
initially disappointed. But you've got 
to believe in a "Promised Land" 
(alright, enough with the 
Springsteen already!). Then again, 
who am I to lecture on fulfillment and 
achievement at Rice? I'm a student, 
sometimes a good one, sometimes 
not. And what have I accomplished 
today? 

The editor comes to me and tells 
me that student newspapers over the 
summer traditionally speak to the 
incoming freshmen, trying to give 
them some measure of orientation 
before they arrive at their chosen 
institution of higher learning in the 
fall. I've written a column seemingly 
about absolutely nothing in 
particular. The column is supposed 
to be my own, but until now has been 
inundated with the stuff of other 
men. So what if I like Springsteen, 
watch the MacNeil-Lehrer News 

Hour and idolize to no small degree 
Sir Lawrence Olivier? These things 
mean nothing at best, and are 
shamefully self-indulgent on my part 
at worst This column was provoked 
by nothing in particular, and has 
therefore a high propensity to 
become aimless and without point 

But I have described some of my 
substance to you. There are times at 
Rice the achievement of nothing in 
particular will become as valuable as 
any other time in the semester. You 
learn aboutyour neighbors down the 
hall and across the campus at times 
like these. Imposing direction on 
situations like these, especially if the 
neighbor in question is of the 
opposite sex, can have most 
disastrous effects (on this point, I 
AM an authority). Rice may be one of 
the only places where one can 
achieve about as much happiness 
without direction as with it 

So, that's the end of my first 
column: a defense of aimlessness. 
Russell Baker, columnist for the New 
York Times, told Jim Lehrer in an 
interview, "Everyone in America is 
dying to have someone listen to 
them." Friends, students, 
countrymen, thanks for the ears! 

Greg Kahn, Sarah L. Leedy 
Editors-in-Chief 
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Chinese students speak 
of disaster at home 
h y Greg Kahn 

"In the beginning, I felt very ex-
cited," the man said. "Every night, 
listening to reports from Tianenmen 
Square on the radio or on the televi-
sion, I was so excited...People don't 
understand how exciting this was to 
see in China 

"[But] then, when the massacre 
occurred, I seemed to have lost all 
my hope... .But when I think about it 
now, I knowthat'sthe way that China 
deals with history." 

This was the reaction of one 
graduate student from China to the 
incredible events that have taken 
place in mainland China over the 
past three months. Rice's campus 
has, over the past few years, seen a 
significant increase of Chinese 
graduate students, according to Di-
rector of Academic Advising Patricia 
Martin. There are over 70 students 
here from China....They are spread 
out among the departments pretty 
well, although most of them are in 
engineering and sciences" Martin 
said. 

Rice was anticipating the arrival 
of 22 new students from the main-
land, but "other than a couple of kids 
who had their visa application ap-
proved before all the trouble started, 
we just don't have any information 
about where those students are," she 
says. "And we won't really know for 
another month." The New York 
Times has reported that many of the 
students protesting were the most 
academically advanced, and that 
those are the people who typically 
come to American universities for 
post-graduate work. 

"All those students wanted 
to make China a greater 
country.. .and then this 
terrible thing happened." 

Both of the graduate students in-
terviewed for this story asked to have 
their names withheld for fear of the 
safety of their relatives back in 
China. 

One of the graduate students, 
who is studying in an engineering 
field, had an immediate connection 
with the demonstrations in Tianen-
men Square. "My wife was over 
there supporting the students in the 
marches...I definitely would have 
been over there with her if I could 
have been. I was [working in a differ-
ent state on a project], and I was 
listening to the radio reports every 
night, trying to figure out what was 
happening there. 

"1 was so excited," he said, trying 
to convey the depth of his emotion. 
There had never been anything like 
it before [in China]. I was disap-

that "it wdll take several decades fior 
changes to happen in China. Things 
will happen very slowly...I was very 
scared about America's reaction to 
what happened in China, because if 
America got to upset, then the stu-
dents are the ones who will get 
hurt...[But] I really appreciate the 
response of the American people. 

"All my family, and everyone I 
know, is completely behind the stu-
dents. Everybody 1 know came out 
for the demonstrations. My cousin 
was a hunger striker there, and he's 
still in hiding. I hope he can come out 
safely someday." 

The student in the sciences also 
believed that change would eventu-
ally come to China. T h e demonstra-
tions were a step,you know, and after 
a step forward you can never go 
back." 

pointed and worried to see the gov-
ernment declare martial law, but I 
was excited again to see the troops 
stopped by the students. I heard lots 
of stories from people [who were 
there at the time], and they said that 
it was amazing. 

"Butwhen Icame [home to Hous-
ton] on 29 May, I began to watch the 
TV, and I watched until 4 June. I was 
outraged when Deng declared mar-
tial law. I was shocked. [When the 
massacre occurred] I was quiet for 
days. All those students wanted to 
make China a greater country, and 
everybody I know who was there 
agreed with them, even the people 
who didn't take part in the demon-
strations, and then this terrible thing 
happened." 

Another graduate student in the 
sciences took a more analytical view 
of the remarkable chain of events in 
his homeland. "Many times when I 
was in China I hoped [protests] 
would happen. I was not that sur-
prised to finally see the pro tests... I 
think that the student leaders did not 
understand what would happen to 
them with all the protests. The lead-
ers in China have a great desire to 
stay in power, and they will do any-
thing to attain that goal... 

"They kill the student leaders 
now, but they will probably make 
some small concessions down the 
road. They will do some of the things 
that the students wanted them to do, 
but only because they know that they 
want to stay in power and that they 
eventually need the people's suppo-
prt to do that The people in China's 
countryside consider more the need 
to survive than democracy." 

The engineering student stated 
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A construction worker digs through ten inches of cement in the new book storage rooms located on the East Concourse 
of Rice Stadium. He is searching for the manholes which were inadvertently covered by previous work crews. 

Rice barely affected by tropical storm 
by Mary Elliott 

Rice University suffered minimal 
damage from Tropical Storm Alli-
son, which raged across Houston 
during a one and a half week period 
in late June, dropping up to 25 inches 
of rain in some parts of the city. 

"We were prepared for it (the 
storm). Some water got into the Will 
Rice Mechanical Room in the base-
ment, and we had some roof leaks. 

That was it," Jim Kerneckel, Opera-
tions Manager at Physical Plant, 
said. 

Low-lying, high risk flood areas 
were sandbagged, but this action is 
the first step in the university's multi-
level hurricane plan, which also in-
cludes evacuation of students. Alli-
son was never upgraded to hurricane 
status. 

The Office of Food and Housing 
is currently compiling a hurricane 
information booklet for students. 

The booklet, aimed at the students 
living in the residential colleges, is a 
condensed form of the university's 
Hurricane Plan. 

T h e Masters and College Presi-
dents suggested that a booklet of this 
nature might be helpful, and we are 
acting on this suggestion," Director 
of Food and Housing Marion Hicks 
said. Sid Richardson senior Stephen 
Smith is helping to compile the book-
let, which will be available to stu-
dents this fall. 

ROAD TRIP! 
SEPTEMBER 9 - 1 0 , 1989 

RICE VS. TULANE 
TRIP INCLUDES: Round trip bus transportation and overnight lodging at 
Quality Inn Maison St. Charles (within walking distance of the French 
Quarter), transportation to the game, free continental breakfast and 
game ticket. 

TOTAL PRICE: 

$54.00 for student section seating 
$48.00 for end zone seating 

SEND $20 DEPOSIT TO: 

Rice Program Council 
New Orleans Road Trip 
P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77251 

Limited seating available, so sign up now. 
Deposit deadline: September 1,1989 

For more information, call (713) 527-4839 

F R E S H M E N W E L C O M E ! 
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New Dean of Architecture announced 
Former CRSS Architecture Group president accepts position 
by Anu Bajaj 

President George Rupp recently 
announced that Paul Kennon, 
President and Design Principle of 
the Architecture Group of CRSS, has 
been appointed Dean of the School of 
Architecture. Rice's School of 
Architecture has not had a dean since 
the retirement of former Dean 0. 
Jack Mitchell in October 1987. 

Kennon has been an Associate 
Professor of Architecture at Rice 
since 1964. Also in 1964, Kennon 

became Ford Foundation Resident 
Advisor in Santiage, Chile where he 
was also a Visiting Professor at the 
Universidad de Chile and 
Universidad de Catolica. 

His projects have received 
numerous design awards, including 
American Institute of Architects 
Honor and Progressive Architecture 
awards. In 1976, he was named to the 
College of Fellows of the ALA for his 
contribution to the profession in 
design. 

Kennon received his Bachelor of 
Architecture from Texas A & M 

University and his Master of 
Architecture from the Cranbrook 
Academy of Art. At Cranbrook, he 
received a Eero Saarinen Memorial 
Fellowship for graduate study, and 
worked with architect Saarinen from 
1957 to 1964. 

Kennon also co-.authored the 
book, Architecture and You, has been 
a juror for the American Academy as 
part of the Rome Fellow-in-
Architecture program, and served 
on the board of Trustees of the 
Institute for Architecture and Urban 
Studies in New York. 

Film director Spike Lee visited Rice in late June when he offered a sneak preview 
of his new film, Do the Right Thing. After the screening at the Rice Media Center, 
Lee held a question-and-answer sesskxi with the audience, which was 
composed pnmanly of TSU and Rice students. 

Appointments 
FROM PAGE 1 

The search committee is looking 
for someone who will provide conti-
nuity. "We wanted someone," Mar-
tin said, "who would enable and as-
sist the student organizations 
...someone who [would be] to the 
organizations what the masters are 
to the colleges." 

Martin's office has changed its 
name from the Office of Student 
Advising to the Office of Academic 
Advising, in order to clarify its role. 
The office handles academic advis-
ing and international advising. Mar-
tin plans to use this summer's reor-
ganization to expand her study 
abroad program. 

Career Services 
According to Cristine Lorenz, 

currently Assistant Director of Ca-
reer Services, Bob Sanborn also 
feels the effects of additional student 
concerns. Rice is in the process of 
hiring an assistant or associate, di-
rector, depending on the back-
ground of the person hired. The 
individual will be concerned primar-
ily with counseling and the Joint 

Former Proctor Eddie Holt will return to the civil engineering department. 

Venfure program. Lorenz said the 
addition of a new advisor in Career 
Services means "lots ofworkshops." 

These workshops will deal with such 
issues as resume writing and inter-
views. 

Byrd 
FROM PAGE X 

work, as well as how badly, and 
being motivated to change the 
things you don't like, the things that 
don't work. It is not riding off on a 
white horse; sometimes it's terribly 
frustrating, hard work. But it's still 

rewarding." 
When asked the admittedly 

Pollyanna question of whether or not 
he knew what he was going to 
accomplish when he first became 
involved with tutoring, Byrd said, 
"Look, man, all I knew was that I was 
going to be tutoring with the Urban 
League and then this happened. I 
just signed up at Outreach Day and 
whamm o-change-0\" 

. U 
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AFFORDABLE FUTON FURNITURE 
. . . . B A C K TO SCHOOL SALE I 

THE STUDIO SLEEPER* 
Complete package $166.00 

Black Studio II Package 
Complete package 
$245.00 twin size 

Double Package $299. 
Queen Package $350. 
Futons available in assorted colors. 

Dbl. Package $199. 
Qn. Package $250. 
Futons available in assorted colors 

Coffee * 
table 

69$ 

End table $40 

Shades 10 sol id colors 
3x6 $12.50 4x6 $13.50 

CHELSEA COLLECTION 

Complete package $ 345. 

Black or Natural Wood 

*AII Futon products come with a manufacturer's guarantee 

Lay-aways & Financing Available 

F u t o n i a 4 4 4 2301 Westheimer 521-2260 M-Sat. 10:30-6:00 
2410 Rice Blvd. 524-8802 M-Sat. 1 0 : 3 0 - 6 : 0 0 
(in the Village) Sunday 12:00 - 5:00 

i 

RICE STORE OPEN SUNDAYS t 

Free Clock With Any Package Purchase 
with student I.D. only 

$25.00 Value (while'supplies last) 

New location opening August in River Oaks Center, 
next to River Oaks Theater. 

r 
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A Brief List of Relevant Facts For Those New To Rice and Its Surroundings 
c o m p i l e d by n ie t j i r a s ta i r 

Some General 
Information 

'• 4 ' , . 

1. Never take a taxi (Yellow Cab 
has an almost complete 
monopoly, and they exploit it). 
2. Everything in Houston is 
spread out, way out. 
3. There is no such thing as 
zoning laws in Houston—that is 
why you may at 
any point see an 
adult bookstore 
next to a church. 
4. The insects 
here are 
absolutely huge. 
Mosquitos are 
everywhere. The cockroaches fly. 
5. There are 8,000,000 Mexican 
restaurants within a five mile 
radius of Rice (we counted). 
6. Almost every restaurant in 
Houston has a drive-through lane, 
because everyone in Houston 
does everything in their car. 

What's What 
on the Boob Tube 

Channel 2: NBC (Letterman, 
Cosby, etc.) 
Channel 8: PBS (documentaries, 
Sesame Street) 
Channel 11: CBS (Pat Sajak, Hill 

Street Blues reruns) 
Channel 13: ABC {The Wonder 
Years, Ted Koppel) 
Channel 20: independent 
(Arsenio, lots of sports) 
Channel 26: Fox (Married...with 
Children, Tracey Ullman) 
Channel 39: independent Gots of 
syndicated sitcoms) 
Channels 45 and 48: Hispanic 
stations 

MEXICAN CAFE 

Which Way to 
Intergalactic Airport? 

No one in Houston refers to the 
interstates and highways by their 
proper numbers. A translation: 
610: "The Loop" 
1-45: "North Freeway" (what you 
take to get to Intercontinental 
Airport) 
1-45 South: "Gulf Freeway" (what 
you take to get to Hobby Airport) 
1-10 West: "Katy Freeway" (the 
road to Austin, San Antonio, etc.) 
1-10 East: "East Freeway" (the 
road to New Orleans) 

WORK 
FOR THE 

THRESHER 

IT PAYS 

(Well, just a little.) 

U.S. 59: "Southwest Freeway" 
(the road to Sharpstown Mall) 
Hwy. 290: "Northwest Freeway" 
Hwy. 288: "South Freeway" 

Two Facts About 
House of Guys 

1. Forget what the homophobes 
tell you: House of Pies is always a 
cool place to go. 
2. All dance clubs close at 2 a.m. 
in Houston. Therefore, go to 
House of Pies before 2 if you want 
to avoid the wait. 

The Worthwhile 
Newspapers of Houston 

The Houston Chronicle: The best 
national news coverage in town 
(which isn't saying a great deal), 
good local coverage, average 
sports, conservative editorial 
page, good comics (i.e. "Calvin & 
Hobbes"). 
The Houston Post Very poor news 
coverage, terrible movie reviews, 
good sports section, fascist 
editorial page. 
The Public News: Free weekly that 
concentrates on the arts, very 
poor writing, but excellent club 
listings and interesting personals. 
Found in the RMC. 

The Rice Thresher. Simply the 
best in all areas. 

Where should I park my 
Pinto blowaboat? 

Don't ever park: 
...in a 45-minute zone longer than 
45 minutes. Our Campos are the 
fastest ticketers this side of the 
Mississippi. 
.. .on the grass. We like our grass 
green, thank you. 
...in Dr. Rupp's driveway. He 
wouldn't appreciate it very much. 
Anyone and everyone (particularly 
freshmen) are invited to park in 
the stadium lot. 

READ m. 
And we 

could make 
beautiful 

music 
together? 

THE MOB* 
OPEN HOUSE 

Friday, August 25 9:00-5:00 

ORIENTATION 

Sunday, August 27 6:00 p.m. 

FIRST REHEARSAL 

Tuesday, August 29 4:00 p.m. 

JOIN NOW!!! 
Band Hall 

Basement, RMC 
(713) 527-6018 

FIRST GAME - Rice vs. Tulane 

Superdome New Orleans, LA 

Saturday, September 9 

* Marching Owl Band 
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Poets offers more 
than just Williams 

BY TIM CARROLL 

R kobin Williams strode in 
from his success in Good 
Morning, Vietnam! to star in this 
summer's Dead Poets Society, 
a story of the battle between 
individuality and tradition at a 
New England prep school. I 
expected Williams to be funny in 
his portrayal of Mr. Keating, the 
newly hired English teacher. 
However, I was not quite as 
ready for the highly emotional 
quality of the film, or for the 
excellent performances by many 
of the boys, who ought to be 
considered the true stars of the 
film. 

A brief summary of the plot: 
Mr. Keating, a young and 
somewhat progressive English 
teacher, returns to his alma 
mater to teach. His unorthodox 

style stirs some fire in the boys' 
souls, which have been stifled 
and regimented by the intense 
authoritarianism and tradition of 
the old school and its old 
administration. The boys join 
together in a bohemian poetry 
appreciation group (inspired Dy a 
similar group Keating founded 
when he was at the school) 
which meets secretly in a 
nearby forest. 

One of the boys most 
influenced by Mr. Keating's new 
attitude is Neil, an intelligent 
and creative boy whose at-
tempts at expression (working 
on the school yearbook, etc.) 
are constantly crushed by his 
domineering father. Neil's 
roommate is Todd, an introvert 
who is reluctant to participate in 
Keating's class (or any other 
social endeavor) despite the 
teacher's urgings. The plot is 
mainly concerned with these two 
boys—Neil, who tries to escape 

m 

Robin Williams stars as the eccentric English teacher John Keating in Dead Poets Society. 

his authoritative father by going 
against his wishes and acting in 
a play, and Todd, who tries to 
escape his own shyness and 
inhibitions in the face of the 
repressive atmosphere of the 
New England school. 

But I won't give the ending 
away...Suffice it to say that 
Williams excelled in his role as 
Mr. Keating, providing just 
enough Robin Williams humor to 
make the movie entertaining— 
his delivery of Keating's lectures 
are certainly the funniest points 

in the movie (although you've 
probably seen most of them in 
the television ads). 

The movie, in fact, is not a 
comedy—far from it. Don't let 
the commercials fool you. This 
is a film made by the same man 
who created Galipoli, The Year 
of Living Dangerously, and 
Witness—impressive films, 
certainly, but no laugh riots. The 
power of Dead Poets lies in the 
seriousness of the relationship 
between the boys on the 
threshold of independence and 

the traditional, stubborn atti-
tudes of the older generation. 
Although some of the other 
characters are too simplistic 
and stereotypical (a character 
as mean as Neil's father hasn't 
been seen on film since Cruella 
on 1001 Dalmatians), the 
emotional power of the film, and 
the excellent performances of 
Williams and the actors who 
portrayed the boys, easily 
compensate and make this film 
one of the most powerful films 
of the summer. 

Bernstein's Loyalties worthwhile despite flaws 
BY GREG KAHN 

L oyalties: A Son's 
Memoir is a startling book for 
those of us who grew up under 
the Reagan/Bush reign. Written 
by Carl Bernstein (the much less 
prolific and acclaimed member 
of the Woodward/Bernstein duo 
which 15 years ago tore down 
the Nixon Presidency), Loyalties 
deals with the persecution of his 
parents and thousands of 
others during the McCarthy era 
of the 1950s. 

The book is a mixed bag, for 
though Bernstein's writing style 
is at times surprisingly poor, 

and his organization is 
apparently non-existent, the 
book is still worthwhile because 
of the way Bernstein recreates 
the Jewish culture of that era 
and relates how it was 
inexorably altered by the Cold 
War. 

Al and Sylvia Bernstein were 
active members of the liberal 
unions that dominated much of 
the labor landscape in the 
1940s. While Carl was growing 
up in the suburbs of 
Washington, D.C., his parents 
were put under surveillance by 
the J. Edgar Hoover's FBI, which 
had received approval from 
President Truman to begin 
watching suspected sub-
versives. Truman had recently 
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THE AMERICAN DREAM 
STILL COMES TRUE 
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Introducing the 1989 Sonata 

More Family Room 

CALL 

947-6030 
for Special Rates! 

* PLUS * 
Huge Selection of Pre-owned 

Quality Cars & Trucks 
AT GREAT PRICES! 

Fall Into Savings At 

CHARLIE THOMAS 
HYUNDAI 

12211 GULF FRFEWAY Across f rom ALMEDA MALL 

approved Loyalty boards, which 
were the precursor to the 
hearings of the House Comm-
ittee on Un-American Activities, 
led by the infamous Joseph 
McCarthy. 

The author is at his best when 
he is simply writing a memoir of 
his remarkable family. He 
portrays his father as an absent-
minded man obsessed with 
fairness and equality: 

His own grandfather died on 
the Sunday of the Cleveland-
Boston Braves World Series. 
That's how he dates most 
things: baseball games, horse 
races, championship fights. But 
never football, though he 
watches a great deal of it on 
television. I think the only game 
he ever went to was with me, 
the Redskins and the Giants in 

1955. We did a bt of fighting 
before he relented. At halftime 
they played "Dixie." He said he 
would never go again until they 
integrated the team. 

The Bemsteins' lives were 
"destroyed" by the onslaught of 
the loyalty hearings, according 
to the author. They went into the 
laundry business and, after the 
red scare began to die down, 
the fundraising business. There 
they remain now, living in Florida 
and until recently begging their 
son not to write a book about 
their experiences. 

Pertiaps it was this parental 
disapproval of his work, or it 
could be Bernstein's legendary 
poor journalistic talents, that 
makes Loyalties such a 
completely unorganized book. At 
times, the book reads like a 

CARROLL'S CORNER: 
Wynton Marsalis, Bad Mutha Goose and MFA movies 

TONIGHT 
•Summertime, and the livin' 

is easy, or so they say. Here it 
is mid-July, and the weather still 
doesn't know what it's doing...I 
guess that's Houston. Well, 
while the weather makes up its 
mind, here are a few ideas to 
ge^ you going—rain or shine. 

•At Fitzgerald's (my favorite 
spot), funk band Bad Mutha 
Goose rocks. Rice's own Sprawl 
opens. Call 862-3838. 

•Movies at the Museum of 
Fine Arts: Once Upon a Time, 
billed as an Expressionist 
Taming of the Shrew, and The 
Parson's Widow, "a ribald 
comedy." Shows start at 8 p.m.; 
tickets are $3 for students, $4 
general. Call 639-7515. 

•Moonlight and Valentino, a 
play by Ellen Simon starring the 
beautiful and talented Mary 
Stuart Masterson, plays tonight 
and continues through August 5 

at Stages. Tickets are $18 for 
Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday; 
$20 on Friday and Saturday. 
Call 52-STAGE. Show starts at 8 
p.m., except Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 

TOMORROW 
•Lots of comics are 

performing at The Comedy 
Workshop in honor of the 10th 
anniversary of The Comix Annex 
(2105 San Felipe). Call 524-
7333. 

•The Marshall Tucker Band 
plays at Rockefeller's. Tickets 
available through Ticketron, or 
call 861-9365. 

•Paul Defatta gets everyone 
singing at Richard Heads'. 
Maybe he'll do "Lola." The club 
is located at 1511 Shepherd. 

UPCOMING 
•Carroll's best bets at 

Fitzgerald's—Omar and the 
Howlers play on the 22nd; The 
Presidents rock reggae style on 
August 3. 

•Contemporary artist Ross 
Bleckner exhibits work at the 
Contemporary Arts Museum 
(5216 Montrose) starting July 
29. Call 5260773. 

•Comedian Gilbert Gottfried 
(of National Lampoon fame) 
performs at Rockefeller's July 
19. 

•Also at Rockefeller's: The 
Call, August 3; Wynton Marsalis, 
August 30-31. Call 861-9365. 

•Oh yeah...The Who. 
Sometime in September, 
somewhere around town. Sorry, 
I don't drink Miller. 

ONGOING 
•Perpetual Motif: The Art of 

Man Ray shows at The Menil 
Collection (1515 Sul RosB) 
through September 17. 

•Some of the coolest 
photography around is at CAM 
(5216 Montrose) until 
September 9—The International 
Pinhole Photography Exhibition. 

transcript of a tape that 
someone makes before writing 
a rough draft. 

Loyalties is a deeply flawed 
work. One can only hazard to 
guess at the trauma that this 
book caused in the Bernstein 
family; in the postscript, 
Bernstein states: 

[In researching the book], I 
may or may not have committed 
an act of disloyalty. 

My mother and father never 
did. 

Yet it remains an important 
book. In an age that Mike Royko 
has labeled "the era of apathy," 
when the only thing that people 
seem to get upset about is 
burning an American flag, a 
book that deals with a genuine 
horror in American history is a 
significant happening. 
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SPORTS 
Cavanaugh wins national 
Byers Scholarship 

bv Myra K. Rucker 

Everything seems to be coming 
up roses for Wiess alum Regina 
Cavanaugh ('87). Cavanaugh, who 
was recently married, finished up 
her first year of medical school at the 
University of Texas and was named 

as the first female winner of the 
Walter Byers Postgraduate Scholar-
ship. 

Established in 1988, the $7,500 a 
year scholarship was named for the 
past executive director of the N CAA 
The national award is given annually 
to two outstanding former college 
athletes, one male and one female, 

I Sowada, Truax receive 
postgraduate honors 

Karen Sowada 

by Myra K. Rucker 

Baker College alumnus Karen 
Sowada C88) and Wiess College 
graduate Regina Truax (o9) were 
among ten women awarded post-
graduate scholarships by the 
NCAA Committee on Women 's 
Athletics. They were the only 
scholars to graduate f rom the 
same undergraduate university. 

The scholarship winners, cho-
sen from college graduates who 

Regina Truax 

plan to pursue a career in intercol-
legiate athletics administration, 
received scholarships valued at 
$6,000. T h e scholarships are in-
tended for one year of study in a 
NCAA approved sports admini-
stration program. 

While playing basketball at 
Rice, Sowada completed intern-
ships by assisting in the organiza-
tion and administration of intra-
murals and other Rice athletics 
programs. She received a bache-
lor of arts in managerial studies 
and sports management. Sowada 
now studies exercise and sports 
sciences at the University of Flor-
ida, and is a member of the North 
American Society for Sports Man-
agement 

Truax worked with Volunteers 
for Youth and the Houston Chal-
lengers, a team of physically 
handicapped youth . ln addition to 
being a four year letter wi n ner, she 
finished her freshman year as an 
all-America, and was selected as 
most valuable swimmer her junior 
year. 

When she finishes studying 
sports administration at the Uni-
versity of Texas, in Austin, Truax 
intends to coach and teach on the 
secondary school level. She plans 
eventually to be a collegiate level 
athletics director. 

Regina Cavanaugh 

for postgraduate studies, and is re-
newable for up to two years. 

According to Rice track coach 
Victor Lopez, Cavanaugh has 
achieved every award possible at 
Rice. 

Often called the finest thrower in 
Southwest Conference history, she 
was NCAA all-America nine times 
from 1983-87 in indoor and outdoor 
events. She won six national colle-
giate championships in shotput, 
three indoor and three outdoor, and 
holds NCAA meet records for indoor 
and outdoor shotput. She also holds 
the Rice shotput record. 

In addition to setting twelve un-
broken SWC competition records, 
eight in shotput and four in discus, 
she has tried for two Olympic teams. 
She was chosen as an alternate in 
1984. 

She was one of the NCAA's Top 
Six at the 1988 convention in Nash-
ville, Tenn. and competed for the 
United States in the World Univer-
sity games, in Edmonton, Alberta 
and Kobe, Japan. But she says her 
greatest acievement is the Byers 
award. "[The Scholarship] brings 
together athletic, academic, and 
personal achievements." 

She says she misses the people at 
Rice and the challenge of athletics, 
but she has many challenges ahead 
of her. For starters, she has three 
more years of medical school and a 
new marriage. 

When Cavanaugh talks about her 
work, the word "motivation" keeps 
coming up. The Byers Scholarship 
has given her something more than 
honor and postgraduate funds. It has 
given her motivation, which means 
we can expect to hear more about 
Regina Cavanaugh in the future. 

BATTING 

AB R H RBI AVG 
Bass 162 21 47 21 .290 
Puhl 208 30 60 20 .288 
Trevino 61 4 17 10 .279 
Doran 331 39 88 49 .266 
Biggio 209 27 55 29 .263 
Ramirez 302 28 79 25 .262 
Davis 327 49 82 47 .251 
Caminiti 317 40 77 38 .243 
Hatcher 2% 41 69 35 .233 
Young 311 46 72 23 .232 

PITCHING 

W L IP R ERA 
Andersen 2 1 53 6 0.67 
Darwin 9 2 71 19 2.13 
Smith 1 2 33 9 2.13 
Scott 14 5 139 46 2.57 
Schatzeder 4 0 44 19 2.86 
Deshaies 8 4 125 46 3.15 
Agosto 2 4 42 22 3.79 
Forsch 1 2 68 35 4.21 
Clancy 5 6 86 52 4.50 
Knepper 3 9 102 62 5.08 

Astros reach All-Star 
break with high hopes 
by Wes Gere 

How 'bout them 'Stros? It's half-
way through the season, and they've 
managed to turn what started out 
looking like a stinker of a season into 
a fast-paced, cxciting race for the 
number one division spo t The real 
boost was a 16-1 streak that started 
with a complete road sweep of eight 
games in late May. They immedi-
ately followed that with an incredible 
homestand that got the Houston 
team respect throughout baseball as 
a championship contender. 

At the beginning of June, the 
Astros swept a four-game series with 
the Dodgers which included the 
longest game by time in Houston 
history. Along with another extra 
inning haul the next day, the team 
logged 35 innings played within a 24-
hour period. 

The 22-inning marathon game on 
June 3 was undoubtdly prolonged by 
Dodger Manager Tommy LaSorta's 
decision to put in 1988 Cy Young 
award winner Orel Hershiser in the 
fourteenth inning. Hershiser kept 
the Astros hitless for seven innings, 
until Rafael Ramirez's RBI single put 
Houston on top, 5-4. 

Just to show L A that they were-
n't finished with them yet, later that 
day Gune 4) the Astros came back in 
from a 6-0 deficit to win 7-6 in the 
thirteenth on an RBI by none other 
than Mike Scott, who had just 
pitched an inning of relief. The As-
tros narrowed the gap with a Louie 
Meadows grand slam in the late 
innings and tied it with a solo homer 
from Craig Biggio in the bottom of 
the ninth with two outs. Houston 
went on to win two more extra-inning 
games later that week. 

June 4 wasn't the first or last time 
that Biggio, the young catcher who 
only a couple of months ago got the 
starting spot from Alan Ash by, has 
lifted the team to success. In fact, 
second baseman Bill Doran and 
manager Art Howe, credit the two 
youngsters on the team, Biggio and 
third-baseman Ken Caminiti, with 
much of the recent success. "They 
have the enthusiasm of youth, and 
that 's something we may have 
needed. We were a veteran club, and 
sometimes a veteran club gets set in 
its ways," Doran said. 

Caminiti also is a first-year 
starter, and wasn't sure of his spot 
until just before the regular season. 
His quick reactions and diving stops 
have saved many plays for the As-
tros, and he is also developing as a 
solid hitter. 

Along with his quickness and 
technical skill, Biggio has an ability 
to talk and relate easily to the pitcher, 
according to the players, which is 
unusual in someone that young. 

Another reason the .Astros have 
been so effective is that they've had 
solid batting throughout the order. 
Biggio and shortstop Ramirez are 
both hitting over .260, providing ef-
fectiveness late in the order, while 
Bill Doran has knocked in 49 runs 
and scored 39. Power-hitter Glen 
Davis, who played in the all-star 
game, has 49 RBIs and 16 homers, 
fifth in the National Ixague. For 
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running, look to Gerald Young, who 
has scored 46 runs and is second in 
the NL in stolen bases, with 31. 

Both Doran and Davis have often 
pulled the team out of tight spots late 
in the game. Twnety-two of the As-
tros' 49 wins have been come-from-
behind; they have won thirteen 
games in their last at-bat. 

But for my money the man to rely 
on in any situation is Canadian vet-
eran and long-time Astro Terry Puhl, 
whose .288 average leads the team 
(except for the injured Kevin Bass). 
This is complemented by Puhl's flaw-
less fielding. If you never see him 
sprinting and diving for a ball at the 
last second, it is because he is almost 
always directly under it with plenty of 
time to spare. 

This year Houston has the pitch-
ing to keep those games close 
enough to win. Scott is one of the 
hottest pitchers around, leading the 
league in wins with his 14-5 record. 
Before he injured his hamstring last 
Sunday, which kept him out of the all-
star game, he went 8 1 in a long hot 
streak. 

Jim Deshaies (8-4) and Danny 
Darwin (9-2) are also big men on the 
starting staff. Darwin has more stike-
outs (63) than hits allowed, and a 
mere 2.13 ERA. 

Larry Andersen is earning a name 
for himself this year with his impec-
cable relief work from the mound. In 
53 2 / 3 innings pitched, he has yet to 
breka 1.00 in ERA, which now stands 
at a scalding 0.67. Check out his 32 
hits allowed to his 42 strikeouts so 
far. 

The biggest question mark on the 
mound this year is Bob Knepper, 
whose up-and-down career is in an-
other "down" phase (3-9). His off-
speed junk hasn't been fooling 
enough people lately. However, in 
last Sundays loss to Montreal, he 
tossed two scoreless innings of re-
lief, showing that maybe that situ-
ation fits his style. 

The 'Stros definitely have the 
hardware to equal the success of 
their '86 season, and if there was any 
doubt about the managing, the skep-
tics have become rather quiet lately. 
Art Howe's first year at the helm has 
been criticized because of his easy-
going manner toward the players, 
especially after the slow start. But 
Howe has maintained that he doesn't 
need to be on their backs every day in 
order to get results, and ihe is show-
ing it to be true. 

The big advantage of '89 is that 
with all the close contests, 'Stros ball 
is as exciting as it is successful. 

Kaplan 
"Early Bird" classes. 

Take one and 
fly high on test day 

Want high scores on the 
MCAT, LSAT, GMAT, DAT, or 
GRE? Then get into high gear 
with a Kaplan "Early Bird" 
class. 

We'll prepare you for one of 
these career-shaping exams and 
still leave you plenty of time to 
spare. And if you need a quick 
refresher before the exam, bone 
up with our Test-N-Tape series at 
any of our 125 centers Right up 
to the last minute. 

So enroll. Today Because 
everyone knows what the early 
bird gets, 

1KAPLAN 
S T A N I I Y H. K A P I AN EDUCATIONAL CENTER LTD. 

C l a s s e s fo rming now! 
Call for s t a r t i n g d a t e s . 

call 9 8 8 - 4 7 0 0 
7 0 1 1 S o u t h w e s t trwy. 

5 2 2 - 5 1 1 3 
5 9 2 5 Kirby 
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Chinese students protest communism 

M I S C L A S S 
Overheard after grades came out: 
What's your major? 
Pre-failure. 

l.You know, they don't call this 
Willy's Pub for nothing. 

It's nine o'clock and Hanszen still 
sucks. 

Six-year-old: There ' s a condom on 
the veranda." 
Five-year-old: "What's a veranda?" 

Would a rose by any other name still 
be under "R" in the dictionary? 

Wiess College—where the men are 
men, and the women are, too. 

Best punchline to an Irish joke: 
"Of course she's served millions-
she's a McDonald." 

If Rice were a tuxedo, Will Rice would 
be a pair of brown shoes. 

We arc. 
R U ? 

Did you hear the one about the guy 
from Jones? 
Neither did anyone else outside of 
Jones. 

What's the difference between grad 
students and the apostles? 
The apostles at least had their feet 
washed. 

From the home office near the 
Mech Lab... 

The Top Ten Worst Lines from 
Willy's Pub: 

lO.So will ya do me? 
9. Want to show me your SAT score? 
8.Hi, I work for the Thresher. 
7.If I said you had a beautiful body, 
would you still reject me? 
6.Don't deemphasize me! 
5Andy Karsner was telling me 
that... 
4.Hey babe, do I get some fries with 
that shake? 
3.1s that a slide rule in your pocket, 
or are you just happy to see me? 
At Rice, it's probably a slide rule. 
2. Want to lower your purity score? 
I'll bring the sheep. 
And the number one worst Pub line: 

Overheard at Lovett; 
I feel like such a pop tart! 

A Caltech football cheer: 
Three point one four one five nine, 
block that tackle, hit that line! 

How many Sidgets does it take to 
change a light bulb? 
We don't know—they haven't figured 
out the concept ye t 
What's worse is that they haven't 
needed to. 

From a television advertisement for 
the Roman Catholic Church: 
"A world that doesn't deny itself 
anything could use a few men who 
do." 

The best part about being in Lovett is 
that you are not in Baker. 

" I don't get it—it's illegal to tear that 
little tag from your mattress." 

—Johnny Carson 
on the Supreme Court's 

flag-burning decision 

The best part about being in Hanszen 
is that you are not in Lovett. 

Then there is Brown College... 
where they have high CPAs, and 
even higher purity scores. 

Just think—right now Rice football, 
under our new coach, is tied for first 
place in the Southwest Com ere nee. 

TGH translates BFE. 

Sid Rich is like Team Wiess, only 
peroxided. 

Overheard at a protest for a nuclear 
power plant: 
"Hell no, we won't glow!" 

American students protest paying $6 to see Batman 

C L A S S I F I E D S 
CHILDCARE 

BABYSITTER NEEDED in my 
Meyerland home. Two children 
ages 4 and 1. Non-smoker, need own 
transportation. $4/hour. Call Shan-
non at 664-5767. 

HELP WANTED 

STUDENTS-BE A COURIER. Flex-
ible schedule, pick up/deliver 
graphics-data output Must have car 
in good condition. Hourly pay plus 
mileage reimbursement, new ac-
count bonus. M-F. Call 975-6066. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WORK for the Rice Thresher, Rice 
University's completely student-run 
newspaper. Write news, take pho-
tos, do paste-up! Yes, we pay, and 
yes, we offer lots of free pepperoni 
pizza. Come by our office on the 
second floor of the Ley Student 
Center. 

July 17 through 23 in Galveston. See 
posters for info. Free. 

GET INVOLVED! Stop by the Activi-
ties Fair in the RMC Courtyard on 
Friday, August 25. Join student or-
ganizations and meet new people! 

WHITE FEMALES N E E I ^ D for 
Baylor College of Medicine bone 
density study. Must be 15-21, aver-
age weight for height, with no 
chronic illnesses. Study is easy and 
painless, and participants will be 
paid $25. Call Dr. Cathy White at 
798-2099 between 6-10 pm. 

GSA BEACH HOUSE excursion 

From the Thresher files... 
May 9, 1 9 5 8 — "The Association of Rice Alumni wishes to take this pppor-
tunity to express our appreciation and to offer our congratulations to you, the 
coaching staff and the 1957 Rice football team, for your victorious season and 
the Southwest Conference championship." 

March 13, 1963—"Intramural athletic contests have been a tradition 
among the colleges from the start, with each college producing champion-
ship teams in some sport from year to year. College competition in Rondelet 
involving the Song Fest and the Beer-Bike Race, is one of the year's 
highlights; Will Rice College has dominated this competition since its 
inception." 

August 25 , 1972—"It is a good thing that the Food Service doesn't really 
make you sick very often, because the Health Service is no help. What they 
can do is give you a medical excuse, so you can go home and sleep it off." 

SUBSCRIBE! 
HEY PARENTS. ..What'sthe next best thing to being there? Reading 
all about the issues and events of your son or daughter's alma 
mater in Rice's student newspaper, The Rice Thresher. 

The Thresher covers news, sports, fine arts and opinion and is 
distributed primarily on campus. It also offers the Doonesbury 
comic strip and frequent features on student life. 

Subscriptions are only $15 a semester ($30 overseas). If you, would 
like to subscribe, send your address and a check forthe appropriate 
amount to: 

Subscriptions 
The Rice Thresher 
P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77251 

T U X ? 
i l l JD 

students protest nothing 

O R I E N T A T I O N WEEK 1 9 8 9 
iy, 

August 19 

August 21 

August 22 

Wednesday, 
August 23 

August 26 

Monday, 

•Authorized upperclassmen move into the colleges. 
•Various social activities within the colleges. 

• Orientation for student advisers, Jones School 
Auditorium, all day. 
• Ice cream social for coordinators and advisers, 
Hanszen College 

• New students arrive in colleges and meet their 
advisers, 9:30-11:30 am. 
•Buffet lunch for students, parents and advisers in the 
colleges, 11:30 am. 
• Shepherd School Orientation, Sewall Hall 301,2-4 
pm. 
• NROTC scholarship students meet in Naval Science 
building, 2-4 pm. 
•CLEP tests in Biology and Calculus, Chemistry 
Lecture Hall, 3-5 pm. 

•English Composition Test, Sewall Hall 301 and 
Chemistry Lecture Hall: 9-11 am for Jones, Lovett, 
Wiess and Will Rice, 1-3 pm for Baker, Brown, 
Hanszen and Richardson. 
•Various Orientations throughout the day: Computer 
Facilities, Health & Psychiatric Services, Honor 
Council, library, Physical Education, University Court 
• Matriculation, Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center, 
7:30 pm. 
• President's reception honoring new students, Ray 
Courtyard, Rice Memorial Center, 8:30 pm. 
• Party for transfer students, Lovett College, 9:30 pm. 
• Baker/Will Rice party on the Will Rice patio, 10 pm. 
• Hanszen/Wiess party in the Wiess commons, 10 pm. 

•Academic advising in the colleges: 9-11 am for Baker, 
Brown, Hanszen, and Jones, and 10-12 noon for Lovett, 
Richardson, Wiess and Will Rice. 
•Faculty address, lrlS-fclSpm. 
•Academic Fair, Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center. 
2:30-3:30 pm for Baker, Brown, Hanszen and Jones, 
3:30-4:30 pm for Lovett, Richardson, Wiess and Will 
Rice. 
• New students and advisers have dinner in faculty 
associates' homes. 
•Brown/Jones party, 10 pm. 

advisers and decide on course programs, all day. 
• International Undergraduate Student Orientation 
(students with F-l and J4 visas only), Miner Confer-
ence Room, Ley Student Center, 9-10 am. 
• Language Placement tests in various rooms and 
buildings, 10:30-12 noon. 
•Open House for all students interested in NROTC, 
Naval Science building, 1-3 pm. 
• Open House for Office of Minority Affairs, get-
acquainted party for Black Student Union, Chinese 
Student Union, Rice Association of Mexican Ameri-
cans/Hispanic Association for Cultural and Educa-
tional Revitalization, Rice Memorial Center Cloisters, 
2:30-3:30 pm. 
• Physical Education preference slips due in the 
equipment room at the gym before 3 pm. 
•Freshman Chemistry Lab preference slips and 
English 101/103 preference slips due in the appropri-
ate departmental offices before 4 pm. 
•Honor Council Examinations in the colleges, 4-5 pm. 
•All-School Picnic and Carnival, Ray Courtyard, Rice 
Memorial Center. 

• Registration in the Registrar's office, all day. 
•Orientation for Food and Housing, Campus Police 
and Student Association in the colleges, all morning. 
•Open House for Marching Owl Band, Band Hall, all 
day. 
•Activities Fair, Ray Qourtyard, Rice Memorial 
Center, 1-4 pm. 
•Casino Party, Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center, 
sponsored by Lovett and Richardson Colleges, 9 pm. 

•Off-campus students move out of the colleges before 
1 pm. 

•All returning students allowed to move in after 1 pm. 

•Classes begin. 
• Free beer at Willy's statue (just kidding!). 
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