
In emergency meeting 

Faculty requests reconsideration of appointment 
By TERRY O'ROURKE 

179 voting members of the faculty of 
Rice University gathered Friday in the 
Chemistry lecture hall for a hastily-
called meeting to consider the Rice 
board of Trustees appointment of Dr. 
William H. Masterson as President 
of the University. 

Chairing the meeting in the absence 
of the university's chief executive of-
ficer Dean Gordon was Dr. Carey 
Croneis, Chancellor of the University. 
Croneis said that he had "no authority 
as chairman, and no wishes beyond those 
of the faculty." 

Two members of the Board of Trustees, 
Herbert Allen and James Teague, were 
present to explain the Board's action 
in appointing the president. 

Allen emphasized that the most im-
portant single action that the University 
Board of Trustees can take is selection 
of the president. He cited his particular 
commitment as a former student and 
described it as a "continuous love affair 
with Rice." 

Allen said that, on Feb. 14, 6 Trustees 
and 8 Governors had "in unanimous and 
whole hearted consensus, approved of 
the appointment." He said that the 

•—Paul Hes te r 

nature of such an appointment dictated 
that "the negotiation be conducted in 
confidence." 

Allen added "I can tell you from the 
bottom of my heart we proceded in good 
faith." 

Allen added "It would be only natural 
that a man who was on this campus as 
long as he was would have some 'back-
and-forth' with his colleagues." 

J. C. De Bremaecker of Geology asked 
Brotzen if, of the. 5 names submitted by 
the student-faculty committee, Master-
son was one of them. Brotzen replied no. 

60 names from faculty 
Brotzen said that the faculty-student 

committee had requested to meet with 
the Board committee charged with presi-
dential selection before Christmas, but 
because of Allen's illness this meeting 
was not held. 

Brotzen further explained that the 
advisory committee requested the Rice 
faculty to suggest people they would like 
to be considered for the presidency. The 
faculty submitted 60 names. 

Brotzen added that Malcolm Lovett, 
Chairman of the Board, had injured his 
back during this time, and that this and 
other reasons had led the .faculty-student 
committee to. "aSsume that the board 
was moving very slow." 

Brotzen continued that the advisory 
committee was under the "opinion that 
the Board wasn't doing very much," and 
submitted five names of possible can-
didates for president. Brotzen stressed 
that the five were "tentative sugges-
tions," and conveyed this to the Board 
in a letter received by the Board on Feb. 
10a 

Chairman Lovett immediately replied 
to Brotzen by telephone thanking him 
for the suggestions, and said that three 
of the five were already under consid-
eration by the Board. 

'Prince' 
Following the initial exchange, Dean 

Richter, Dean of Graduate Studies, said 

"I am pleased as I'm sure the rest of 
the faculty is in the selection of Bill 
Masterson." Richter described Master-
son as a "prince of a student and a great 
educator," and then moved that the 
meeting of the faculty adjourn. The 
hall was filled with boos, and there was 
no adjournment. 

Mervyn Rudee, Associate Professor 
of Materials Science and recently ap-
pointed Wiess master for next year, 
asked Allen why one of the Board's 
criteria for a president was past asso-
ciation with Rice. 

Allen replied that this judgment was 
made not to set a precedent, but rather 
because "there was no better way to 
say that we 'have arrived'—we've final-
ly grown up to the point where we can 
name one of our own as president." 

Jack Ward of English then arose and 
read a statement signed by 61 faculty-
members. At the request of Chancellor 
Croneis, Ward read the 61 names. 
Croneis said the chair accepted the 
names as bona fide voting faculty mem-
bers, and that they had signed their 
names to the statement. 

Allen then returned to the podium and 
said, "I sense the rejection of the board's 
procedure but I hope that you will accept 
this as an honest mistake, and accept 
this man. I ask that you give him (Mas-
terson) what every man deserves—a 
chance." 

Robert Kahn of Germanics then gain-
ed the floor and said, "I am as outraged 
as any member of the faculty, but I 
think that the action of the Board not 
an act of commission but rather one of 
omission." He added that he did not 
think it fair to turn down the appoint-
ment, that it was a fait accompli. He 
said that a selection process for the 
president should be made more clear in 
the future. 

Kahn then proposed an amendment 
to the resolution—that the statement 
submitted by Jack Ward be cHvided ir 
to two- parts : the f i rs t two sentences; 
and the third sentence. 

James Casteneda of Spanish followed, 
suggesting that the faculty should in-
quire into the nature of the screening 
of the faculty-student committee in the 
submission of the five names to the 
board. 

'Not clear' 
Alan Grob of English followed, say-

ing that he thought it should be clear 
that the faculty opposition was to the 
procedure, and not to the man. Chan-
cellor Croneis quipped that such a posi-
tion was not abundantly clear. 

. Allen arose again, pleading with the 

Faculty petition 
(This is the text of the statement, bearing: 

61 signatures, which Professor Joseph Ward 
of English presented at the faculty Hi'eeting-
yesterday afternoon.—Ed.) 

The faculty of Rice University 
vigorously protests the procedures 

-used to select the new president. 
Specifically the faculty objects that 
the student-faculty committee, which 
was requested by the board and duly 
elected, was not consulted about the 
final appointment. We emphatically 
request that this appointment be re-
considered after appropriate con-
sultation with the faculty-student 
presidential selection committee. 

faculty that they "consider the serious-
jness, of the action they were about to 
take. Just consider the University. I 
have made my pitch, and I'll sit down." 
Croneis added he thought "this could 
be an exercise in futility." 

Ferdinand Levy of Economics then re-
quested'a secret vote. Croneis responded 
that there were no ballots available, and 
that as chairman he would overrule the 
motion in the interest of time. 

Brotzen and William Caudill, both 
members of the advisory committee, 
ware appointed to count the vote.. Three 
separate Votes were taken. 

The Kahn amendment to split the re-
solution into two parts passed 401-78. 

The adoption of the first two sentences 
of the statement submitted by Ward 
passed. According to Brotzen and Caudill, 
"almost all faculty members" were in 
favor, and "about ten" opposed. 

The adoption of the third sentence of 
Ward's statement, which "emphatically" 
requested "that this appointment be re-
considered," also passed, 91-57. 

Chancellor Croneis then declared the 
meeting adjourned, saying "the feeling 
of the faculty is abundantly clear." 

From inside the hall a great cheer was 
heard from the more than 300 students 
who had gathered across the street, 
awaiting the conclusion of the meeting. 
The faculty filed out to the continuous 
cheering and applause of the students. 
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Students meet, debate 
By DENNIS BAHLER 

About 450 students met yesterday af-
ternoon in the Physics Amphitheater to 
consider possible modes of action con-
cerning the appointment of William H. 
Masterson as president of Rice. 

SA president Warren Skaaren read a 
statement drafted two hours earlier 
which affirmed student and faculty con-
cern about the circumstances surround-
ing the selection. 

Bari Kaplan, a student representative 
to the joint student faculty advisory 
committee, said that the committee had 
sent letters all fall, seeking to establish 
the real relationship of the student-fac-
ulty group to the Board of Governors. 
They failed to establish any kind of 
understanding, she said. 

She said that Masterson had been to 
Houston recently and was offered the 
presidency on Feb. 14, without faculty-
student consideration. 

She said that Trustee Herbert Allen 
said at the time of the announcement 
that "we need a f irm hand on the tiller 
in these troubled times." 

Mrs. Kaplan said that two members of 
the advisory committee liked Masterson 
as a man, but all had expressed varying 
degrees of disappointment with the way 
he was chosen. She noted also that 12 
full professors have hinted at tendering 
their resignations if the Board does not 
reconsider its decision. 

^She told the students that according 
to Dr. Zevi Salsburg, professor of Chem-
istry, the faculty appeared then to be 
divided into two camps. One faction 
wanted no precipitate action unless it is 
likely to result in Masterson's resig-
nation; the other believed the situation 
to be a matter of principle and thus is 
willing to act anyway. Apparently no 
concrete plans for such action had as 
yet been" formulated. 

Advisory committee member Greg-

White said that Dr. Franz Brotzen's com-
mittee had collected 60 names with 
dossiers. These were read, discussed 
and rated, and five preliminary choices 
were sent to the Board. The advisoi-y 
committee thought this would "stimulate 
some action," though the five prelimi-
nary nominations were by no means fi-
nal. 

Meanwhile, the advisory committee 
thought the Board committe of nine had 
not yet been able to meet. Allen was ilf 
before Christmas and Trustee Malcolm 
Lovett was recently hospitalized with a 
slipped disc. When they finally met a 
week and a half ago in Lovett's hospital 
room, Masterson's name came up, ac-
cording to Mrs. Kaplan. 

A question was raised concei-ning 
whether the new or old disruption poli-
cies which were debated this week would 
apply to any "action" resulting from the 
Masterson controversy. 

Dean of Students Paul Pfeiffer replied 
that "disruptive tactics are not dissent." 
"There is a responsibility to express dis-
sent where there is dissent," he said, 
"but don't get yourself dismissed for 
having done the right thing in the wrong-
way." In using- the word "dismissed," 
Pfeiffer said he was warning students 
not to have their viewpoints discounted 
because of irresponsible protest methods', 
and was not referring to outright dis-
missal from the university. 

-Jim Boddy, president of Hanszen Col-
lege, said "We here have offered a vei--
sion of the University different from the 
Board—that of a community." 

The Board, he felt, does not see the 
University as a community, where people 
join together in making decisions. 

"I don't see how Masterson can accept 
this position in the way in which it was 
offered, in view of his concern and com-
mitment to the community that is Rice," 
Boddy said. 



Faculty, student reactions to Masterson selection vary 
Faculty and student reaction to the 

announcement that William Masterson 
had been appointed the fourth president 
of Rice University ranged from violent 
to moderate in decrying the procedures 
through which Masterson was selected. 

Dean of Students Paul Pfeiffer, in an 
interview last night on KOWL, said that 
he was "shocked and dumbfounded that 
the Board had made no attempt to con-
tact the student-faculty committee be-
fore the decision was made." He was 
quick to add, however, that he felt the 
Board had made an "honest mistake" 

caused by a lack of understanding of 
the "genuine concern" of the students 
in the affairs of the university. 

Dr. Stephen Karakashian of the Bio-
logy department commented that the 
selection procedure should have included 
a separate student committee, and that 
the faculty-student committee as it was 
set up did not have enough student 
members. 

He said, "Now the faculty will realize 
what it is like to be members of a com-
munity with little voice in how it is 
run, a position the students have b°en in 

Masterson voices 'regret' 
By DENNNIS BAHLER 

Dr. William H. Masterson told the 
Thresher yesterday evening he expressed 
" regre t" that the Rice Board of Trustees 
did not consult with the student-faculty 
a d v i s o r y committee on presidential 
selection "more than they did." 

"I have heard that they (the Board) 
did not involve the committee very close-
ly," Masterson said in a telephone con-
versation late Friday, "and I am very 
sorry." 

However, he said he could not en-
vision any circumstances under which 
he would decline the Board's offer of 
the Rice presidency. "I have no inten-
tion of not accepting this position," he 
said. "I haven't really speculated about 
the mat ter particularly at all." 

He said he couldn't comment fur ther , 
because he was not informed on enough 
of the details of the situation at Rice 
at that time. 

"I have had no close or regular cor-
respondence with anyone at Rice since 

I've left ," he said, and said he could not 
describe himself as "closely in touch" 
with the University since he took over 
the presidency of the University of Chat-
tanooga. 

Informed of the vote totals at the 
faculty meeting yesterday afternoon, 
Masterson said "I'm sorry it was that 
large a proportion" of faculty who ex-
pressed their disapproval with the 
Board's manner of selection and who 
urged a reconsideration. 

He said he was f i rs t approached about 
the Rice presidency "about two weeks 
ago or so," when he flew to Houston and 
met with Board chairman H. Malcolm 
Lovett in Lovett's hospital room. He 
said the Board offered him the job about 
a week later, and he accepted by phone 
within the next few days. He said that 
he did not approach the Board "in any 
way" about the job. 

He said he would be in Houston 
"probably until Sunday morning," but 
was not certain of his itinerary for this 
afternoon. 

Masterson at Rice 22 years 
By JACK MURRAY 

Dr. William H. Masterson, president-
designate of Rice University, becomes 
the f i r s t Rice graduate to return as the 
university's chief executive. 

Masterson, a Houston, native, served 
Rice previously in the capacities of pro-
fessor of history, presidential assistant, 
chairman of the college masters, and 
dean of humanities. He was named the 
first Master of Hanszen College in 1957. 
Masterson left three years ago to as-
sume the presidency of the University 
of Chattanooga. 

While at Chattanooga, he initiated a 
campus redevelopment program which 
included expansion of faculty, construc-
tion of a new science-engineering build-
ing, and renewed emphasis upon the 
fine arts. 

Masterson graduated from Rice in 
1935 with PBK distinction. Shortly af-
terward he became head of the history 
department at Baylor School, a prepara-
tory academy in Chattanooga. He re-
ceived his M.A. f rom the University of 
Pennsylvania in 194(3 and earned his 
Ph.D. from the same institution four 
years later. 

Search for purpose 
In 1948 Masterson returned to Rice 

as an assistant professor of history. He 
remained for 18 years, attaining full 
professor's rank in 1955. 

Soon a f te r he was named dean of hu-
manities in 1959, Masterson observed 
that no two people could agree upon the 
exact purposes of a university. "Our 
purpose a f te r formulating general 
goals," he said, "is to create something 

broad enough that each student can have 
a purpose." 

"We are not here to agree on a pur-
pose: we are here to make it possible 
for each to find the purpose he is look-
ing for ." 

Masterson was deeply concerned about 
Rice's emphasis upon science and engi-
neering and was instrumental in de-
veloping faculty attitudes in favor of a 
stronger humanities orientation. He once 
suggested that Rice consider founding 
schools of public a f fa i rs and juris-
prudence. 

Democracy of intellect 
"We must have something which will 

give the student the realization of the 
difficulties in the humanities and which 
will give him the drive to pursue those 
difficulties which keep the Chemistry 
and "engineering* student working in his 
lab all night to solve," Masterson said 
in late 1962. 

In a memorial tribute to the late Dr. 
William V. Houston, published in the 
fall-winter issue of the Rice University 
Review, Masterson said of Rice's second 
president, "By democracy Houston meant 
tha t of the intellect ra ther than the 
social equalitarianism of today. His 
fai th in the efficacy of reason is not 
a canon of our revolutionary age, which 
rather seeks its answers in the abso-
lutism and intransigency he so deplored. 
His conviction that the central purpose 
of the university is an academic ex-
perience and not a social acclimitization, 
like his Wilsonian concept of the in-
dissoluable marriage of responsibility 
and rights, are little accepted by today's 
students nor, often, by their elders." 
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for years . . . At a time when other in-
stitutions are allowing increased student 
participation in decision making it seems 
ludicrous that the Board of Governors at 
Rice would exclude even the faculty." 

'United faculty' 
Dr. Robert Eisenberg said t h a t 

"Masterson should have the presence of 
mind to back down. The faculty is united 
for the first time in a long time." 

He warned that the Board may at-
tempt to appease the students and fac-
ulty by admitting that they were wrong 
in procedure, but will say that they 
have gone too f a r to rescind the appoint-
ment and that, af ter all, "we have a 
good man anyway." 

Richard Sawyer 

Dr. Donald Clayton of Space Science 
said that he felt, as a faculty member, 
"humiliated by being bypassed" in this 
manner. He said also that he feared 
Masterson would not continue president 
Pitzer's program to make Rice a nation-
ally famous and esteemed university. 
Clayton expressed concern with prob-
lems Masterson might have in retaining 
and attracting faculty, stating that "I 
think there is no doubt but- what it 
could have potentially a very big in-
fluence on the faculty that Rice can 
hold and attract ." 

The newly named "Master of Wiess 
College, Dr. Mervyn Rudee, said he fel t 
that "Rice has had a great reservoir 
of good fa i th" between students and 
faculty which has been "severely strain-
ed" by "this unilateral decision." 

Rudee expressed fears that r,he de-
cision was made primarily on the basis 
that Masterson is a Rice graduate. 

Dr. Clark Read, former Biology De-
partment chairman, said tha t Rice is 
"25 years behind the times" in dealing 
with relationships between the faculty 
and students and the Board of Trustees. 

Psychology Professor Douglas Price-
Williams took a more moderate stand, 
stating his contention that the Board 
was not malicious in its actions but 
that they were "10 years behind the 
times." 

He emphasized that contemporary uni-
versity structure necessitates taking into 
consideration the feelings of the faculty 
and students. 

Price-Williams said tha t although 

Masterson may well have been appoint-
ed at a later date had proper procedures 
been followed, the Board had erred in 
presenting the Rice community with 
"fait accompli." 

Varying degress 
Several students praised the Master-

son selection, and affirmed that since 
final legal authority rests in the Gov-
ernors, they should be able to choose 
anyone they please. Others expressed 
varying degrees of concern about both 
the method of selection and the appoint-
ment itself. 

Kirt Walker, Lovett junior, said that 
the actions of the Board were a "com-
plete betrayal of trust" in the students 
and faculty, personalities aside. • 

Chris Tomlinson said that the majori ty 
of the student body is morally outraged, 
but he made it clear that the SDS, of 
which he is a. member, has no intention 
of instigating any violence on the Rice 
campus. 

Allen Harper, Rice grad student and a 
1965 graduate of Hanszen College, said 
yesterday afternoon that Masterson was 
in general well respected by Hanszen 
members during his tenure. 

"He had an almost altruistic concern 
about Rice University," Harper said. 
"There was some personality conflict 
with certain individuals, but any sug-
gestion that there was any sentiment 
of authoritarianism concerning his mas-
tership is patently false." 

Harper expresed the opinion tha t 
Masterson's directness and refusal to 
evade issues may have antagonized cer-
tain faculty factions and might partial-
ly explain the faculty reaction toward 
the Masterson appointment. 

In a statement to KOWL, Dr. Ken-
neth Pitzer, last Rice president, said 
that he "understood this was done with-
out proper consultation of the commit-
tee, and if that is correct, then this 
situation is unfortunate." 

Student petition 
(This is one petition now being circulated 

among Rice students and faculty. This state-
ment appeared in the Houston Chronicle 
yesterday evening, attributed to SA president 
Warren Skaaren.—Ed) 

Students and faculty alike have" 
long been proud of the community 
that is Rice University. It has been 
a community composed of students, 
faculty, and administration acting to-
gether in mutual trust, honesty, and 
good faith. It was in this spirit that 
we accepted the responsibility for 
giving our consideration and time to 
the important task of presidential 
selection. We regret that at this time 
our good faith and our efforts have 
been ignored. We sincerely hope that 
this event does not destroy the spirit 
of community which has made Rice 
a truly excellent school. 

Board confirms selection 
By TERRY O'ROURKE 

Two members of the Board of Trus-
tees, Herbert Allen and James Teague, 
confirmed the Board's appointment of 
William H. Masterson as president of 
the University at a special meeting of 
the student-faculty presidential selection 
committee yesterday afternoon at 3:30 
pm in the Space Science building. 

The meeting was called' by Dr. Franz 
Brotzen, chairman of the student-faculty 
committee, because of the premature an-
nouncement of the appointment in the 
Houston Chronicle that morning. 

Speaking for the Board, Allen told the 
committee "we are sorry that you don't 
agree with' the procedure of the Board 
in the appointment, but we have made a 
commitment, and we believe we have 
a good man." 

"The question of choosing a president 
is the most serious and important which 
the Board ever undertakes," Allen con-
tinued. He said that the Board in its 
considerations must pay attention to fi-
nancial considerations "and also the 
business of the University—which is 
you, the students." 

Requirement 
It is a legal requirement, Allen said, 

tha t the final decision on selection be 
made by the Board alone. 

Reacting to Allen's statement, Mrs. 

Bari Kaplan, a student member of the 
advisory committee, said "We have 
worked many hours on this^at the 
Boai-d's request, and now w^have a feel-
ing that this was a sham." Charlie My-
ers, a member of the student advisory 
committee, said the Board's action made 
him "feel like a sucker." 

Allen's -response was, "I think you 
are overreacting." 

'Not stupid' 
Several members asked Allen why 

they had not been consulted in the pres-
idential appointment. Allen replied 
"There just isn't anything I can say to 
this. On the part of the Board, we did 
not think that this (consulting the 
committee) was a correct procedure in 
this matter." 

In his introductory statement, Allen 
said that "we (the Board) would be 
pretty stupid people if we did not realize 
.that the students today are very differ-
ent than the students we once had. And 
we are not stupid people." . 

Allen confirmed that the faculty-stu-
dent committee had submitted five names 
to the Board for "tentative considera-
tion" on Feb. 10. He said that "the 
Board gave full consideration" to the 
nominees of the faculty-student commit-
tee, but decided on the Board's nominee 
instead on Feb. 14. 
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College meetings ask commitment to sustained protest 

& 

The seven college meetings called last 
night to discuss the events involved in 
the selection and announcement of Dr. 
William Henry Masterson as incoming 
president of Rice followed, in general, 
the same format. 

Each emphasized that the violated 
principle of cooperation between the 
Trustees and the faculty-student com-
mittees, not the personality of Dr. Mas-
terson, was the issue. Many in the col-
leges held that student-faculty unity on 
this issue must be preserved. 

Another popularly expressed position 
was t h a t a continuing commitment on 
the p a r t of both students and facul ty 
was necessary to sustain the protest . 
There was almost unanimous agreement 
on the need fo r peaceful, orderly protest . 

"They told us we were to have a par t 
and then turned their backs on us; as 
a member of the student advisory com-
mittee, I consider i t a personal insult." 
Charlie Myers' s ta tement seemed to sum 
up the general reaction a t the meeting 
of Baker College immediately a f te r sup-
per. 

Mike Berman, Baker president, called 
the meeting and brief ly outlined the 
events involved in the selection and an-
nouncement of Dr. Masterson as in-
coming president of the University, as 
he understood them f r o m his meeting 
with Hei'bert Allen, vice-chairman of 
the Board of Governors, earlier in the 
afternoon. 

Berman read a copy of the SA state-
ment submitted to the press and cur-
rently circulating as a petition and 
Charles Szalkowski read the faculty re-
solution. Dr. Charles Garside, Dr. Dieter 
Heymann, Dr. T. S. Cantrell, Dr. C. W. 
Philpott and Prof . J . K. Van Houten, all 
Baker associates, were present a t the 
meeting and agreed with Berman's state-
ments of the facts . 

Publicize Views 
Bob Parks , Baker 's representative to 

the student advisory committee, apolog-
ized for having told the college mem-
bers tha t their views were being heard 
and taken into consideration when events 
of the day proved his s tatements fa lse . 
He urged s tudents to make their views 
known, both a t the SA meeting and in 
writing, especially to the selection com-
mittee. 

Garside commented on the amount of 
"homework" t h a t the committee had ob-
viously done, s i f t ing though 60 dossiers 
and eliminating 55 of them to come up 
with a list of f ive to recommend to the 
Board, "among whom Dr. Masterson was 
not." Garside also recommended tha t 
students take into consideration the 
separateness of the two issues: the high-
handed manner of selection and the 
qualifications of Masterson. 

Bob Danziger, a junior, pointed out 
tha t the present "duplicity" of the Board 
is "not an isolated incident" and com-
pared the presidential selection with the 
Board's alleged handling of the Charles 
Freeman application fo r readmission, the 
handling of the University 's drug prob-
lem and the disciplinary s tatement al-
most issued last week. Danziger sug-
gested tha t the faculty-student*commit-
tee be given f ina l say in the presiden-
tial selection. 

Allen Spencer, a Baker senioi% pointed 
out t ha t the action of the Board in re-
questing advice and then blatantly ig-
noring* the advisory committee was like 
"building a cloud behind which to pull 
the s t r ings ." 

No duplicity toleration 
Ed Ahnert , t r easure r of Baker, noted 

tha t if the student body acts f i rmly it 
may prove both t ha t it can be accepted in 
good fa i th and tha t the students and 
professors "will not tolerate their du-
plicity in the fu tu re . " 

Joe Graves, a junior, pointed out t ha t 
this example of the good fa i th with 
which the Board -operates could merely 
lead to their acting out the n^echanics 
of the s tudent-facul ty demands to pacify 
the protests and then merely again pick 
their own man fo r the job. 

Berman and Karl Bayer, Baker Cabinet 
member, urged tha t the relatively united 
f r o n t of the students and faculty not be 
broken by debate among themselves. 

The meeting, some nearly 120 strong, 
departed a f t e r signing the SA petitions. 

Meanwhile, Hanszen College met 
in their commons to discuss recom-
mendations for student action concern-
ing the Masterson appointment. 

They emphasized the importance of 
a general student resolve against any 
sort of violence. Students can only weak-
en their position by rash'action at pres-
ent, it was felt, and they further stated 
that only an extended "shutout" migh 
later justify a strike. 

Yet in light of recent University ac-
tion, Hanszen requested reassurance that 
no Rice student will be expelled for 
protest. 

The long-term e f fo r t in key publicity, 
it was felt , must succeed outside of Hous-
ton f i r s t ; but the presentation must be 
orderly and s t ra ight forward. A move 
was made to d r a f t a college let ter to 
the Universi ty and the Thresher, as well 
as the Houston papers and wire serv-
ices. 

Attendance at the news conference to-
day was strongly urged. Since Master-
son has shown no evidence of s tepping 
aside voluntarily, it was fe l t a persever-
ing- e f for t on the par t of students is 
necessary to convince the trustees tha t 
permanent damage to the quality of the 

animously passed asking all Wiess. mem-
bers to attend the Student Association 
meeting today in coat and tie. 

Thanking the College for its lively 
interest and intelligent discussion, Blan-
ton closed the meeting. 

WRC president Tom Plant reiterated 
to the college members present at din-
ner his statement made at the SA open 
meeting, calling for student-faculty uni-
ty and asking students to refrain from 
unpleasant incidents which would cause 
the existing spirit of student-faculty co-
operation to disintegrate. 

At 11:30 pm, president-elect Buford 
Alexander called a college meet ing f o r 
11:45. During tha t meeting he informed 
the 100 college members present of the 
events a t the Hanszen College meeting'. 
Greg White, a member of the s tudent-
faculty advisory committee, repeated his 
earlier s tatement concerning the process 
fo r presidential selection t h a t was set 
up last fall and the activities of the 
committee. He stated that the Board of 
Trustees was sincere in thinking tha t 
Masterson would make an able admin-
is t rator acceptable to the students and 
facul ty. He said that the Board was 
genuinely surprised at the present re-

University could result. 
There was agreement tha t a protest 

needs a symbol of identification fo r con-
t inuing awareness. The adopted slogan 
is " I t can't happen here." 

Wiess's Committee of the Whole was 
called to order by President Bill Blanton 
shortly a f t e r 7 pm Friday. Seated be-
fore an assembly of about half the 
resident members (122 by count) were 
re t i r ing Master Talmage and incoming 
Master Rudee, President Blanton, Aims 
Committee Chairman Jeff Johnson, Sen-
ator Lee Horstman, and Wiess's rep-
resentat ive to the eleven-member Stu-
dent Advisory Committe George Terrell . 

A f t e r discussion on the appropriate-
ness of various forms of the proposal, 
i t was decided to consider the endorse-
ment of the resolutions made in the 
facul ty meeting Friday afternoon and 
to add a third resolution, to be voted 
on separately. 

This additional resolution read as fol-
lows: "Wiess College asks the Board to 
give the properly selected representa-
tives of the students and faculty com-
mittee on Presidential Selection a veto 
on the f inal choice of the President of 
Rice University. We call the attention 
of the Board to the precedent set by 
the facul ty consultation committee dur-
ing £he selection of President Pitzer." 

Wiess vote unanimous • 
The endorsement of the faculty re-

solutions was unanimous, and the vote 
on the Wiess resolution passed 117 for , 
4 against , with one abstention. Repeated 
s ta tements were made calling for unity 
of e f fo r t among all the interested groups 
and stressing the urgency of maintain-
ing unanimity with the faculty. A mo-
tion was made to make the endorsement 
of the college's resolution -unanimous, 
but those four in opposition were still 
s trongly opposed and this motion failed. 

A summation of planned activities was 
given and a resolution was almost un-

Tom Altman 

action. 
Following the discussion of this in-

formation, a consensus emerged among 
college members tha t students should 
support in any orderly manner the po-
sition taken by the facul ty this a f t e r -
noon. 

Dr. Robert Curl, Lovett Master, re-
ported on the emergency facul ty meet-
ing held yesterday afternoon in a Lovett 
meet ing last night. About f i f t y students 
attended. 

Curl said that Herbert Allen, Board of 
Trustees vice-president, had told the 
facul ty tha t the Board had "acted in 
good fa i th , " and had not a t tempted to 
"ramrod Masterson's selection through." 

Kirt Walker, a candidate fo r the pres-
idency of Lovett and a member of the 
steering committee which worked last 
spring to set up a constitution, called 
the Board's action a "complete be t rayal 
of t r u s t in the facul ty and students." 

About 30 members met in the Jones 
Commons last night a f t e r dinner. Dr. 
Trenton Wann, Jones Master , told the 
group about facul ty response to the 
Masterson selection. The meeting was 
adjourned shortly a f t e rwards because 
the Jones spring dance was scheduled 
to begin a t 8 pm. 

A discussion of the events of the day 
was conducted by president Mary K. 
Daniel at Brown College last night . 
She reviewed the circumstances under 
which Dr. Masterson was selected as 
the new president, emphasizing the facc 
t h a t the s tudent-facul ty committee was 
not consulted. The protest of the pro-
cedure followed by the Board in the se-
lection was reinforced by the theme of 
" I t can ' t happen here." 

About 50 members, including off-cam-
pus members, attended. There followed 
a discussion on the necessity fo r the 
depth of commitment required on the 
p a r t of the students—a commitment, to 
the support of the facul ty decision 

earlier in the day. 
"Rice students and faculty united" 

was the slogan chosen at the general 
strategy meeting in the Hanszen Com-
mons Friday evening. 

Need for unity 
Warren Skaaren, president of the Stu-

dent Association presided at the meet-
ing, and called on the presidents of the 
various colleges to discuss the meetings 
of their respective colleges earlier in 
the evening. 

Mike Berman, president of Baker, un-
derlined some points made in the Baker 
meet ing. "Common s t rength tomorrow 
(Saturday) is most crucial; we must 
show the extent of our dissatisfaction to 
convince the press ." Berman also em-
phasized unity throughout the student 
body; "debate over radical and conserva-
tive positions serves only to 'mute our 
protest tomorrow.' " 

Hanszen's president, J im Boddy, was 
impressed by the long and protracted 
na ture of the problem and the necessity 
fo r maintaining the initial enthusiasm. 
His college's discussion had come up 
with the idea of a button reading, " I t 
can' t happen here," to symbolize the 
unity and purpose of the protest . 

Hanszen also began a new petition 
(the third of the day) changing only 
the wording in the facul ty petit ion f rom 
"facu l ty" to "s tudents ." The s t ronger 
petition better s tated the purpose of the 
protest , according to Boddy. 

Boddy also suggested wr i t ing to alum-
ni, using, perhaps, the Development Of-
fice addressing machine. Bill Blanton, 
Wiess president, noted the discrepancy 
in outlook of Rice gradua tes and cur-
rent Rice students. He s t rongly urged 
that any letter "be careful ly scrutinized." 
Boddy and Ron Bozman, SA vice-presi-
dent, pointed out t ha t the alums f rom 
the post-college years would likely be 
more sympathetic. 

Skaaren concurred, "We have to real-
ize the tremendous naivete on the p a r t 
of the Board members here. They will 
listen, but they must have t ime to con-
vince themselves of the depth of the 
discontent." 

Highhanded 
Bryan Williams, a sophomore f rom 

Baker, suggested tha t all male s tudents 
a t any rally today wear coat and tie 
to present a unified, respectable appear-
ance. Two visitors, one a mother of a 
college student and another a Rice 
alumna who had come to hear Willie 
Morris speak earlier in the evening, 
agreed with Williams about the digni ty 
of Rice students. One of the ladies noted 
tha t she was personally in favor of 
Masterson, but was defini tely opposed 
to the highhanded manner of the Board. 

A long discussion on the pros and 
cons of carrying picketing signs and 
appear ing like "other pro tes te rs" re-
sulted in the consensus opinion tha t 
the SA would carrying one large sign 
bearing the slogan. Andy Hagan, a 
Hanszen sophomore, volunteered to make 
the sign. 

Bozman noted t h a t 2000 cards s ta t ing 
" I t can' t happen here" are being printed 
for Saturday. 

Stewart West, station manager of 
IvOWL briefly outlined the publicity 
given to the protest by the local and 
national news media already. KOWL 
passed the news along on the A P wire 
and several local radio stations and one 
TV station presented reports favorable, 
or at least fa ir , to the students. 

Spokesman Skaaren 
Blanton reported on the Wiess meet-

ing. The unanimous meeting at large 
agreed with the facul ty s ta tement and 
all but a handful of those present a t 
the Wiess meeting approved an amend-
ment tha t would give the facul ty-stu-
dent committee a veto over the presi-
dential selection. 

Eddie Johansson, a Hanszen senior, 
nominated Skaaren as official represen-
tat ive of the evening's meet ing and sug-
gested that he be the sole speaker to 
the press. Skaaren accepted the job 
(noting tha t he is, a f t e r all, SA presi-
dent) and commented on the importance 
of Rice students understanding the is-
sue and their own and the SA's position 
before confronting any press represen-
tatives. 
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In Commencement address 

Masterson shuns sentiment 
(Following; are excerpts from Dr. Masterson's Commencement Address, "The Troubled 

Search," given at Rice June 1, 1968—Ed.) 
"What is the nature of the search which surrounds your lives? . . . The 

institutions and aspirations of the once-majority are now unacceptable or 
economically unfeasible to millions of other kinds of Americans; drastically 
complicating our search for answers. . . . 

"You men and women of this graduating class will necessarily redefine 
moral principles, social values, economic systems, and political solutions that 
have not been seriously examined or chalenged for 600 years. . . . 

"Your generation will seek the answers to these problems in a sentimental 
age. The sentimental society avoids intellectual sweat to seek emotional catch-
words. 

" . . . Swept by emotion, the sentimental mind cannot define or perceive 
its problems. It oversimplifies pi'inciple into license, confuses free dissent 
with mindless anarchy. By blurring social injustice and economic disclocation, 
it fails to deal effectively with either. 

"The sentimental scientist accepts as evidence social propaganda of a 
spaciousness he would reject with scorn in his laboratory. The sentimental 
historian explains the past in his own image. The sentimental journalist 
abandons a search for truth to promote a personal cant. The sentimental 
statesman forgets that 'freeing oppressed peoples (however necessary) is 
perhaps the most dangerous of all philanthropic enterprises.' 

"Lately on this campus the acute Wilbur Ferry and the eminent William 
Arrowsmith have asserted strongly today's moral demands on the university, 
either to act corporately or to produce in its graduates both political activism 
and humanistic involvement in the chaos of contemporary life. Traditionally, 
Rice has refused such institutional commitment. Its cornerstone proclaims 
the highest endeavor of scholarship to be the acquisition, not necessarily the 
application, of knowledge. Its presidents have consistently affirmed its mission 
to be that of providing a learned faculty to seek humanistic and scientific 
truth and to proclaim it freely to particularly able students and to society. 

"You must therefore avoid the emphasis of sentimentality and learn 
to live with the unsolved problems to which you are devoting yourselves. 
. . . You dare not shun the labor of this troubled search." 

« \ \ 

Precedent set for selection 
The role of the Rice faculty in the 

selection of any candidate for the presi-
dency was established at the earliest 
opportunity—the first time Rice chose a 
new president—and was also upheld in 
Dr. Kenneth Pitzer's appointment. 

Dr. Wilfred S. Dowden, former chair-
man of the English Department, told 
the Thresher last night that Rice's 
second president, Dr. William Houston, 
was appointed in (January, 1946, only 
after the faculty had met and voted to 
reject the first choice of the Board of 
Trustees. 

Dr. Pitzer's appointment to the presi-
dency of Rice was announced after the 
Commencement Exercises of 1961, by 
George Brown, then chairman of the 
Board of Governors. 

In 1961, the recommendation of a new 
president after the resignation of Presi-
dent Houston (due to illness), rested on 
two committees. The first was "The 
Faculty, Student, and Alumni Committee, 
a standing committee of the Board of 
Governors" (Thresher, Sept. 23, 1960) 
headed by J. Newton Rayzor. 

The second was a faculty advisory 
committee. Dr. R. V. Talmage, a mem-
ber of the committee, says that the 

committee nominated several candidates 
to the board for consideration. Further-
more, the committee interviewed each 
candidate which the board took into con-
sideration. 

Dr. Talmage says it was implied that 
the board would not appoint anyone who 
would not be acceptable to the faculty 
committee, although the committee had 
no defined veto power. Dr. Talmage sur-
mises that the Faculty, Student, and 
Alumni Committee worked with the 
board concurrently, although they had 
no review power. 

President Pitzer was approved by the 
faculty committee before his appoint-
ment by the Board of Governors. 

En recherche 
"Rice is dead, its student body 

apathetic, its spirit broken. 'We are 
here by invitation, so what's our 
gripe?' to quote a distinguished . 
faculty member. Are we beaten, back-
ed against the proverbial wall? Is the 
Rice spirit, the spirit of the student 
body, drained? Answer this for your-
selves." 

—The Rice Thresher 
Oct. 9, 1959 

th resh ing - i t -out 

Group asks where the power lies in the University 
To the Rice Community: 

The Specific Issue at hand, the re-
jection of the procedures for selection 
of Dr. Masterson as President of Rice 
—should be dealt with in such a way 
that its success will be insured. Yet it 
would be a mistake to consider it an 
isolated example of an error by the 
Board of Trustees or chance neglect 
of students and faculty. It is but an 
added example of the facts of power 
in this university. 

We must now, while we have gotten 
the "momentum" as a whole begin to 
start to ask the question of how such a 
thing as this even came about. If we 
understand where the power lies in this 
university, then we can begin to under-
stand how this happened. To say this 
is not an isolated example, is to say 
that this came about because of the 
nature of university decision-making 
power. 

The handling of the Charlie Freeman 
admissions .case, the handling of the 
SCOUR report, the recently rejected dis-
ciplinary proposal, and even the ad-

ministration's handling of drug cases are 
all related to the way the administrators 
have handled presidential selection. Con-
cretely, is Jtherle no relation in the fact 
that the Board of Trustees has final 
power in all decisions—final legal power 
—and the fact that our hallowed college 
courts act only as police and not as 
real judges with the power of judicial 
review ? 

Only when we ask questions such as 
this can we begin to know what the un-
derlying lesson of this whole incident 
must be. Now we have to start to ask 
questions about "locus of power." And 
only when we do this are we on the road 
to real change. 

So, while this important issue is be-
ing resolved, we have to ask HOW and 
simply WHAT. Until then we will re-
main as unsure of Rice Community "re-
lations" of the future, as we are of them 
now. 

FREDERIC A. WEBER 
ROBERT DANZIGER 
CHRISTOPHER TOMLINSON 

Micheletti hails Masterson 
To the Editor: 

I would like to congratulate the Board 
of Trustees on the appointment of Dr. 
William H. Masterson as President of 
Rice University. Since his undergraduate 
years at Rice, Dr. "Masterson has been 
an academic leader. 

At a time when Rice was a narrov ly 
scientific institution, he fought for the 
broadening of Rice into a university. 
Believing that good scientists needed 
development as men, Dr. Masterson 
aimed to expand all departments, espec-
ially those in the humanities. A Phi Beta 
Kappa member, Dr. Masterson is well-
known for his mental self-discipline. As 
one of his former History 110 students, 
I can testify to the vitality a n d 
thoroughness of his approach to history. 

I have long admired Dr. Masterson's 
high aspirations for Rice University and 
its students. He would often remind 
despairing freshmen that Rice students 
are people with potential. As master of 
Hanszen College, he demonstrated his 
ability to be a regular guy with the 

students. 
As student unrest becomes more 

troublesome at Rice, Dr. Masterson's 
"fairness but no nonsense" approach and 
his political moderation will become not 
only useful, but vital. As they so often 
do to others, many students and faculty 
members are labeling him an authori-
tarian, traditionalistic reactionary. I am 
sure Dr. Masterson would be shocked 
by such name-calling from the Rice 
people he has regarded so highly. 

Assuredly, the Board of Trustees is 
fully within its rights to appoint as 
sees fit the President of this private 
university. If the Trustees broke a pro-
mise to consult the student-faculty com-
mittee, they are guilty of an ethical 
error. But no judgment can be formed 
about the appointment procedure until 
the Trustees release a statement. Mean-
while, one can only deplore the juvenile 
emotionalism that has greeted Dr. 
'Masterson's appointment. 

' GIL MICHELETTI 
Lovett '69 

CHARLES SZALKOWSKI 
JOHN BIROTTE 
ROBERT MARTIN 
CHARLES LEE HORSTMAN 
R. DOUGLAS NAYLOR 
BILL ROSS 
KAROLYN KENDRICK 
CHRISTINE STANSELL 
JESS CLOUD 
ADRIAN ABEL 
BILL KATZENBERG 
BILL CASPER 

JULIA LOUIS 
DONALD FERRONE 
CHARLES LAVAZZI 
FORREST TUNNELL 
BRUCE WINN 
RAY COLCORD 
DIANE WEAVER 
DONALD QUAINTANCE 
JAMES SHERMAN 
JAMES DENNEY 
ALAN WHITE 
BEAU JON SACKETT 

Malloy: non-S-E a 'novelty' 
To the Editor: 

I hope that the trustees and Dr. Mas-
terson are aware that many in the Uni-
versity are very enthusiastic about our 
new president. Students have been in-
flamed over the fact that the student-
faculty committee was not allowed to 
pass judgment on the decision. Upon 
closer examination, one learns that the 
student committee was chosen by college 
officials and not all college members. Al-
so after reflection, I feel most students 
feel more secure that the trustees make 
decisions rather than complete student 
control. Many of us lack the confidence 
of complete student rule—perhaps we 
lack confidence in the same proportion 

that some of our SDS friends lack hap-
piness! 

Faculty discontent stems largely from 
the novelty of a non S-E president. Of 
course, there are no doubt a few mem-
bers of the faculty that oppose the ap-
pointment pn other grounds. Yet, in 
talking to some of these people one 
senses they fear their own inadequa-
cies more than those of Dr. Masterson. 

Yet many of us heartily welcome Dr. 
Masterson and thank the trustees for a 
decision that brings one of the greatest 
nationally known administrators to a 
great university. 

PAUL MALLOY 
Lovett '69 

Abbott defends appointment 
To the Editor: 

I fail to see how the students of this 
university, who pride themselves on 
their mental prowess and liberal views, 
could lend themselves to the kind of 
blatant emotionalism and blanket con-
demnation which has greeted the ap-
pointment of Di\ W. H. Masterson. A 
petition has already been circulated 
which contains much in the way of 
opinions and platitudes and no facts 
whatsoever. No one has seen f i t to 
wait for any sort of official statement 
or reliable information from the Trus-, 
tees, who have sole responsibility for 
the selection of a new president for 
Rice, before jumping to conclusions. No 
one can deny that the student-faculty 

committee was conceived as a purely 
advisory body. The Trustees were under 
no obligation to accept their advice. 

As for Dr. Masterson, his academic 
credentials are above reproach. He 
pioneered in turning Rice Institute into 
Rice University, and served as the first 
Master of Hanszen College. He has been 
President of the "University of Chat-
tanooga since 1966. He is well known as 
a champion of liberal education, and his 
political views are moderate-liberal. It 
is a shameful spectacle when an em-
inently well-qualified man is rejected 
outright by a supposedly liberal, open-
minded student body and faculty. 

* MARY ABBOTT 
Brown '71 
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