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LOVETT CORNERSTONE—REMINDER FOR FUTURE 

The Institute 
At 10:14 a.m. Wednesday, the phone rang in the office 

of assistant to the president Thad Marsh. The caller was 
Mr. Malcolm Lovett, son of the first president of the Rice 
Institute. 

Five minutes earlier we had been informed that dur-
ing the afternoon a representative of the Institute would 
file with the Texas secretary of state a petition for chang-
ing the name of the Institute to William Marsh Rice Uni-
versity. But the phone call broke the news. The petition 
had been filed earlier than expected. 

Mr. Marsh needed to utter just four words, "It has 
been, Malcolm!" for us to know that an era had come to a 
close. The Institute was dead, long live the University. 
Future generations will have only the cornerstone of 
Lovett Hall to serve as a reminder that Rice was once 
"just an institute." The class of 1960 will be the last grad-
uating class of the Institute. 

No more will "rooty toot toot, we're the boys from 
the Institute," poke fun at Rice students. No more will 
"To hell, To hell with the Institute" be a favorite under-
grad chant. No more will alums answer "The Institute" 
when asked their alma mater. 

For now Rice has stepped into the big time. For now, 
she is truly "an American university dedicated to the ad-
vancement of Letters, Science, and Art." For now, she is 
William Marsh Rice University. » 

But sentimentally to many, she will" always be "The 
Institute/' 

Buddy Herz 
Thresher Editor 

Thresher Notified Name 
Changed Today in Austin 

In the absence of President Houston, who is away from 
the city to deliver a lecture at the Ohio State University, the 
following announcement was made to the Thresher Wednes-
day morning by Prof. T. N. Marsh, Assistant to the President: 

"The Board of Governors of the Rice Institute has ap-
proved and filed this morning with the Texas Secretary of 
State the change of the name of the Institute .to William 
Marsh Rice University. The new name will become effec-
tive on July 1, 1960." 

President Lovett Used 
Term 'University' Often 

H. Malcolm Lovett 
I have been asked about the 

views of my fa ther on the name 
of Rice. To him Rice was f i rs t , 
last and always a university and 
should have been known by this 
broader term. He told me just 
that on a number of occasions. 
He rarely referred to the Rice 
Institute in any document or pub-
lic statement without the phrase 
"a university of liberal and tech-
nical learning." Similar phrases 
appear in his notes made in the 
spring of 1908 in his own hand-
writing on recommendations to 
the Board of Trustees. 

My earliest recollection of con-
fusion over Rice's name is of an 
incident on a tr ip I took with my 
fa ther to Boston in the fall of 
1910 to see Ralph Adams Cram 
about building plans. We were 
ci-ossing the Hudson river by 
ferryboat f rom Jersey City to 

Early Writings 
Show University 
Original Intent 

The man most closely asso-
ciated with The Rice Institute in 
its early years was Dr. Edgar 
Odell Lovett, the f i r s t president. 
I t is clear f rom Dr. Lovett's writ-
ings, and from his discussions 
with his son, Malcolm Lovett, 
and" others, that he always 
thought of Rice as a university, 
not an "institute." 

In Volume 1, Number 1 of The 
Rice Institute Pamphlets (April, 
1915), Dr. Lovett wrote on "The 
Meaning of the New Institution." 
In this paper, he stated: ". . . in 
the spirit of the founder's dedi-
cation of the Institute, it was 
proposed that the new institu-
tion should enter upon a univer-
sity programme, beginning at the 
science end. As regards the let-

c o n t i n u e d on Page 2) 

New York City a t dusk on an Oc-
tober day. He met a friend of 
Princeton days whom he had not 
seen fo r sometime. This friend 
made some observation about 
Rice obviously based on his im-
pressions f rom the word "Insti-
tute." My fa ther spent most of 
the crossing explaining that Rice, 
in keeping with its broad and lib-
eral charter, was entering upon 
a university program and would 
not be a school. of limited cur-
riculum and interest of the kind 
that might ordinarily be con-
templated by the word "Insti-
tute." My fa ther handed the 
friend the pamphlet or prospectus 
that he carried, pointing out the 
plot of the 300 acre campus pre-
pared by Mr. Cram on which ap-
pear the proposed quadrangle for 
schools or colleges of humanities, 
science a rn technology and also 
of la wand medicine, and othetf" 
graduate subjects. 

Down through the years, on 
repeated occasions, it has been 
necessary to assure visitors to 
our campus that Rice was not 

"an institute of this or tha4" but 
"a university of liberal and tech-
nical learning dedicated to the ad-
vancement of letters, science and 
art ." This may be understood lo-
cally, in Houston and Texas, but 
the name "The Rice Insti tute" by 
Which our university is more gen-
erally known does not carry with 
it to other claims the broad mean-
ing of the word "University." It 
is wholly impracticable to include 
the words "For the Advancement 
of Literature, Science and Ar t " in 
daily or casual references to Rice. 

As recently as this past fal l 
I found it necessary to assure of-
ficials of college preparatoi-y 
schools in Pennsylvania and New 
England, some of whom had vis-
ited our campus, that Rice would 
not require for entrance more 
than the usual number of credits 
in mathematics and science, was 
not limited in its curriculum to 
engineering and science alone, 
and had an equally alive and pro-
gressive department or division 
of the humanities which had 
awarded more than one-half of 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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DUAL FILTER 
DOES IT! 

Filters for flavor 
as no single filter can 

POPULAR 
FILTER 
PRICE *. .. dualfilter 

HERE'S HOW THE DUAL FILTER DOES IT: 

1. It combines a unique inner filter of ACTIVATED CHARCOAL... defi-
nitely proved to make the smoke of a cigarette mild and smooth... 

2. with a pure white outer filter. Together they bring you the best of the 
best tobaccos—the mildness and taste that pay off in pleasure! 

NEW 
DUAL 
FILTER 

Early Writings. 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ters end of the threefold dedica-
tion, it was proposed to charac-
terize the institution as one both 
of liberal and technical learning, 
and to realize the larger char-
acterization as rapidly as cir-
cumstances might permit. With 
respect to the art end, it was pro-
posed to take architecture ser-
iously in the preparation of all its 
plans, and to see to it that the 
physical setting of the Institute 
be one of great beauty as well as 
of more immediate utility." 

Elsewhere in this early paper, 
the first president states: " . .the 
new institution thus aspires to 
university standing of the high-
estgrade. . "Friends of educa-
tion in America would insist that 
the term "Institute" is too nar-
row in its connotation, friends 
of science in Europe would con-
tend that it is too broad. . ." I 
have implied our belief that the 
college and the professional 
school thrive best in a university 
atmosphere. I have also said 
that thsi university programme 
with us, is to have no upper lim-
it, and that its lower limit is to 
be no lower than that of the 

• • 
more conservative colleges and 
universities of the country. . 
Accordingly it is as a university, 
that the Institute proposes to be-
gin, a university of liberal and 
technical learning, where liberal 
studies may be studied liberally 
or technically, where technical 
subjects may be pursued either 
technically or liberally, where 
whatever of professional training 
is offered is to be based as far as 
possible on a broad general edu-
cation." 

Another indication of Dr. Lov-
ett's strong conviction in regard 
to the new institution being a 
university is found in the diplo-
ma which he personally wrote 
and designed. Three separate 
times the diploma speaks of The 
Rice Institute as a university: 
". . . an American University," 
". . . in the presence of the Trus-
tees Faculty S t u d e n t s and 
Friends of This University. . ., 
" . . . a Student of the Univer-
sity." 

President.. . 
(Continued from Page 1) 

:.he degrees given by Rice since 
its opening. 

I do not recall that during my 
father's lifetime any proposals 
to change Rice's name were made. 
If the present proposal had been 
made, I am sure that he would 
have favored it. The proposed 
name does honor to the founder 
and rolls into one all-inclusive 
word "University" the phrase 
"For the Advancement of l i tera-
ture, Science and Art." The real 
^reason for changing the name is 
to call Rice what it is—a univer-
sity. 

7 Barbers 2 Manicurists 

Shearon Barber's 
Next to Post Office in Village 

2460 BOLSOVER 
Appointments: JA 9-0948 

Casual Feminine 
Fashions 

2519 University Blvd. 

Minit Man 
Car Wash 

America's Finest 

Finest 

Car Washing 

5001 S. MAIN 

6900 HARRISBURG 

$1 with Rice ID 

nominated 
most-likely-to-succeed 

.... overwhelmingly 
elected! 

Piper Slacks 
by H-I-S 

P i p e r s l e a d the poll f o r 
campus p o p u l a r i t y ! D i g 
the*reasons . . . guys look 
s h a r p e r in p e n c i l - s l i m 
Pipers. They like the lower 
ride on the hips . . . the side 
buckles that replace belts 
. . . the Continental slant of 
the f ron t pockets. $4.95 to 
$8.95, in a host of wash-
able fabrics at on-the-ball 
campus shops. 
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